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ADVENTUB£S  OF  RODERICK  RANDOM. 


Chap.  I.  Of  my  birth  and  parentage.  15 

n.  I  grow  np;  am  hated  bj  my  relations;  sent 
to  school;  negleeted  by  my  grandfather;  mal- 
treated by  my  master;  seasoned  to  adversity;  I 
form  eabals  against  the  pedant;  am  debarred 
aeoess  to  my  grandfather;  hunted  by  his  heir;  1 
demolish  the  teeth  of  his  tntor.  16 

IlL  My  mother's  brother  arrives;  relieves 
me;  a  description  of  him;  he  goes  along  with 
me  to  the  house  of  my  grandfather;  is  encoun- 
tered by  his  dogs;  defeats  them  after  a  bloody 
engagement  is  adn&itted  to  the  old  gentleman;  a 
difdogoe  between  them.  18 

rV.  My  grandfather  makes  his  will;  our 
second  visit;  he  dies;  his  will  is  read  in  presence 
of  all  his  living  descendants;  the  disappointment 
of  my  female  cousins;  my  uncle's  behaviour.   SO 

y.  The  schoolmaster  uses  me  barbarously;  I 
form  aproject  of  revenge,  in  which  I  am  assisted 
by  my  uncle;  I  leave  the  village;  am  settled  at 
an  university  by  his  generosity.  21 

VL  I  make  great  progress  in  my  studies;  am 
caressed  by  every  body;  my  female  cousins  take 
notice  of  me;  I  reject  their  invitation;  they  are 
incensed,  and  conspire  against  me;  I  am  left 
destitute  by  a  misfortune  that  befalls  my  uncle; 
Gawky 's  treachery;  my  revenge.   .  S3 

Vn.  I  am  entertained  by  Mr  Crab;  a  descrip- 
tion of  him;  I  acquire  the  art  of  surgery;  consult 
Crab's  disposition;  become  necessary  to  him;  an 
accident  happens;  he  advises  me  to  launch*  out 
into  the  world;  assists  me  with  money;  I  set  out 
for  London.  S6 

VIIL  I  arrive  at  Newcastle;  meet  with  my 
old  school-fellow  Strap;  we  determine  to  walk 
together  to  London;  set  out  on  our  journey;  put 
up  at  a  solitary  alehouse;  are  disturbed  by  a 
strange  adventure  in  the  night.  S8 

IX.  We  proceed  on  our  journey;  are  over- 
taken by  a  highwayman,  who  fires  at  Strap;  is 
prevented  from  shooting  me  by  a  company  of 
horsemen,  whcr  ride  in  pursuit  of  him;  Strap  is 
put  to  bed  at  an  inn;  adventures  at  that  inn.    31 

X.  The  highwayman  is  taken;  we  are  detained 
as  evideace  against  him;  proceed  to  the  next 
village;  he  escape^  we  arrive  at  another  inn, 
where  we  go  to  bed;  in  the  night  we  are  awaked 
by  a  dreadful  adventure^  next  night  we  lodg^  at 


the  house  of  a  schoolmaster;  our  traatment  there. 

S3 

Chav.  XI.  We  descry  the  wagon;  get  into  it; 
arrive  at  an  inn;  our  fellow-travellers  described; 
a  nu stake  is  committed  by  Strap,  which  produces 
strange  things.  85 

Xn.  Captain  Weasel  challenges  Strap,  who 
declines  the  combat;  an  affair  between  the  captain 
and  me;  the  usurer  is  fain  to  give  Miss  Jenny  five 
guineas  for  a  release;  we  are  in  danger  of  losing  a 
meal;  the  behaviour  of  Weazel,  Jenny,  and  Joey, 
on  that  occasion;  an  account  of  Captain  Weasel 
and  his  lady;  the  captain's  courage  tried;  Isaac's 
mirth  at  the  captain's  expense.  38 

Xm.  Strap  and  I  are  terrified  by  an  appari- 
tion; Strap's  conjecture;  the  mystery  explained 
by  Joey;  we  arrive  at  London;  our  dress  and 
appearance  described;  we  are  insulted  in  the 
street;  an  adventure  in  an  alehouse;  we  are  im- 
posed upon  by  a  waggish  footman;  set  to  rights 
by  a  tobacconist;  take  lodgings;  dive  for  a  dinner; 
an  accident  at  our  onlinary.  41 

XIY.  We  visit  Strap's  friend;  a  description  ^ 
of  him;  his  advice;  we  go  to  Mr  Cringer's  house; 
are  denied  admittance;  an  accident  befalls  Strap; 
his  behaviour  thereupon;  an  extraordinary  ad- 
venture occurs,  in  the  course  of  which  I  lose  all 
my  money.  44 

XY.  Strap  moralises;  presents  his  purse  to 
me;  we  inform  our  landlord  of  my  misfortune; 
he  unravels  the  mystery;  I  present  myself  to 
Cringer;  he  recommends  and  turns  me  over  to 
Mr  Staytape;  I  become  acquainted  with  a  fellow- 
dependsnt,  who  explains  the  characters  of  Crin- 
ger and  Staytape,  and  informs  me  of  the  method 
to  be  pursued  at  the  navy-office  and  surgeons' 
hall;  Strap  is  employed*  46 

XVI.  My  new  acquaintance  breaks  an  ap- 
pointment; I  proceed  by  myself  to  the  navy-office; 
address  myself  to  a  person  there,  who  assists 
me  with  his  advice;  write  to  the  board;  they 
grant  me  a  letter  to  the  surgeons  at  the  ball,  am 
informed  of  the  beau's  name  and  character;  find 
him;  be  makes  me  his  confidant  in  an  amour; 
desires  me  to  pawn  my  linen  for  his  occasions; 
I  recover  what  I  lent  him;  some  curious  obser- 
vations of  Strap  on  that  occasion;  his  vanity.  49 

XYII.  I  go  to  surgeons'  hall,  where  I  meet 
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with  Mr  Jaekton;  am  examined;  a  fierce  dis- 
pute ariaet  between  two  of  the  examiners; 
Jackson  disguises  himself  to  attract  respect;  is 
detected;  in  hazard  of  being  sent  to  Bridewell; 
he  treats  ns  at  a  tavern;  carries  us  to  a  night- 
house;  a  troublesome  adTenture  there;  we  are 
eommitted  to  the  round  house;  carried  before  a 
justice;  his  behaTiour.  5S 

Chap.  XYIII.  I  cany  mj  qualification  to  the 
nafj-office;  the  nature  of  it;  the  behaTiour  of  the 
secretarj;  Strap's  concern  for  mj  absence;  a 
battle  between  him  and  a  blacksmith;  the 
troublesome  consequence  of  it;  his  harangue  to 
me;  his  friend  the  schoolmaster  recommends  me 
to  a  French  apothecary,  who  entertains  me  as  a 
journeyman.  56 

XIX.  The  characters  of  Mr  Lavement,  his 
wife  and  daughter;  some  anecdotes  of  the  family; 
the  mother  and  daughter  rivals;  I  am  guilty  of  a 
mistake  that  gives  roe  present  satisfaction,  but 
is  attended  with  troublesome  consequences.    58 

XX.  I  am  assaulted  and  dangerously  wounded; 
suspect  0*Donnell,  and  am  confirmed  in  my  opin- 
ion; concert  a  scheme  of  revenge,  and  put  it  in 
execution;  ODonnell  robs  his  own  servant,  and 
disappears;  I  make  my  addresses  to  a  lady,  and 
am  miraculously  delivered  from  her  snare.      61 

XXI.  Squire  Gawky  comes  to  lodge  with  my 
master;  is  involved  in  a  troublesome  affair,  out 
of  which  he  is  extricated  by  me;  he  marries  my 
master's  daughter;  they  conspire  against  me;  I 
am  found  guilty  of  theft;  discharged;  deserted  by 
my  friends;  I  hire  a  room  in  St  Giles's;  where,  by 
accident,  I  find  the  lady  to  whom  I  made  my  ad- 
dresses in  a  miserable  condition;  I  relieve  her.  63 
"  XXn.  The  history  of  Miss  Williams.         67 

XXIIL  She  is  interrupted  by  a  bailiff,  who 
arrests  and  carries  her  to  the  Marshal  sea;  I  ac- 
company her;  bring  witnesses  to  prove  she  is  not 
the  person  named  in  the  writ;  the  bailiff  is  fain 
to  give  her  a  present,  and  discharge  her;  we 
shift  oar  lodging;  she  resumes  her  story,  and 
ends  it;  my  reflections  thereupon;  she  makes 
me  acquainted  with  the  progress  of  a  common 
woman  of  the  town;  resolves  to  quit  that  way  of 
life.  .  72 

XXIV.  I  am  reduced  to  great  misery;  as- 
saulted on  Tower-hill  by  a  press  gang,  who  put 
me  on  board  a  tender;  my  usage  there;  my  ar- 
rival on  board  of  the  Thunder  man  of  war, 
where  I  am  put  in  irons,  and  afterwards  released 
by-the  good  offices  of  Mr  Thomson,  who  recom- 
mends me  as  assistant  to  the  surgeon;  he  relates 
his  own  story,  and  makes  me  acquainted  with 
the  characters  of  the  captain,  surgeon,  and  first 
mate.  77 

XXV.  The  behaviour  of  Mr  Morgan;  his 
pride,  displeasure,  and  generosity;  the  economy 
of  our  mess  described;  Thomson's  further 
friendship;  the  nature  of  my  du^  explained;  the 
situation  of  the  sick*  80 

XXVI.  A  disagreeable  accident  happens  to 
me  in  the  discharge  of  my  office;  Morgan's  nose 
is  offended;  a  dialogue  between  him  and  the  ship's 
steward;  upon  examination,  1  find  more  causes  of 
eomplainttban  one;  my  hair  is  cut  off;  Morgan's 
cookery;  the  manner  of  sleeping  on  board;  I  am 
awaked  in  the  night  by  a  dreadfhl  noise.         88 

XXVn.  I  acquire  the  friendship  of  the  sur- 


geon, who  procures  a  warrant  for  me^  and  makes 
me  a  present  of  clothes;  a  battle  between  a  mid- 
shipman and  me;  the  surgeon  leaves  the  ship; 
the  captain  comes  on  board  with  another  surgeon; 
a  dialc^e  between  the  captain  and  Morgan;  the 
sick  are  ordered  to  be  brought  upon  the  quarter- 
deck and  examined;  the  consequences  of  that 
order;  a  madman  accuses  Morgan,  and  is  set  alt 
liberty  by  command  of  the  .captain^  whom  he 
instantly  attacks  and  pummels  without  mercy. 

83 
Chat.  XXVm.  The  capOfin  enraged,  threat- 
ens to  put  the  madman  to  death  with  his  own 
hand;  is  diverted  from  that  resolution  by  the  ar- 
guments and  persuasions  of  the  first  lieutenant 
and  surgeon;  we  set  sail  for  St  Helen's,  join  the 
fleet  under  the  command  of  Sir  C — n — ^r  O— le, 
and  proceed  for  the  West  Indies;  are  overtaken 
by  a  terrible  tempest;  my  friend  Jack  Rattlin  has 
his  leg  broken  by  a  fall  from  the  main-yard;  the 
behaviour  of  Dr  Mackshane;  Jack  opposes  the 
amputation  of  his  limb,  in  which  he  is  seconded 
by  Morgan  and  me,  who  undertake  the  cure,  and 
perform  it  successfully.  86 

XXIX.  Mack  Shane's  malice;  i  am  taken  up 
and  imprisoned  for  a  spy;  Morgan  meets  with 
the  same  fate;  Thomson  is  tampered  with  to 
turn  evidence  against  us;  disdains  the  proposal, 
and  is  maltreated  for  his  integrity;  Morgan  is 
released  tq  assist  the  surgeon  during  an  engage- 
ment Y'tli  some  French  ships  of  war;  1  remain 
fettered  on  the  poop,  exposed  to  the  enemy's 
shot,  and  grow  delirious  with  fear;  am  comfort- 
ed after  the  battle  by  Morean,  who  speaks  freely 
of  the  captain;  is  overheara  by  the  sentinel,  who 
informs  against  him,  and  again  imprisoned; 
Thomson  grows  desperate,  and,  notwithstanding 
the  remonstrances  of  Morgan  and  me,  goes  over- 
board in  the  night  S8 

XXX.  We  lament  the  fate  of  our  companion., 
The  captain  offers  Morgan  his  liber^,  which  he 
refuses  to  accept  We  are  brought  before  him, 
and  examined;  Morgan  is  sent  back  into  custody, 
whither  also  1  am  remanded,  after  a  curious 
trial.  90 

XXXL  I  discover  a  subornation  against  roe, 
by  means  of  a  quarrel  between  two  of  the  evi- 
dences; in  consequence  of  which  I  am  set  at 
liberty,  and  {Prevail  upon  Morgan  to  accept  of 
his  freedom  on  the  same  terms;  Mackshane's 
malice;  we  arrive  at  Jamaica,  from  whence,  in 
a  short  time,  we  beat  up  to  Hispaniola,  in  con- 
junction with  the  West-India  squadron;  we  take 
in  water,  sail  again,  and  arrive  at  Carthagena; 
reflections  on  our  conduct  there.  93 

XXXII.  Our  land  forces  being  disembarked, 
erect  a  fascine  battery;  our  ship  is  ordered,  with 
four  more,  to  batter  the  fori  of  Boca-Chica; 
Mackshane's  cowardice;  the  ohaplaiu's  frenzy; 
honest  Rattlin  loses  one  hand;  his  heroism,  and 
reflections  on  the  battle;  Crampley's  behaviour 
to  me  during  the  heat  of  the  fight  95 

XXXIII.  A  breach  being  made  in  the  walls, 
our  soldiers  give  the  assault,  and  take  the  place 
without  opposition;  our  sailors  at  the  sametims 
become  masters  of  all  the  other  strengths  near 
Boca  Chica,  and  take  possession  of  the  harbour; 
the  good  consequence  of  Ais  success;  we  move 
nearer  the  town;  find  two  forts  deserted,  and  the 
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«httmel  blocked  np  with  sank  yess^U,  which, 
however,  we  fiod  mean*  to  elear;  land  our  mI- 

•  diert  at  La  Qainta;  repulse  a  bodj  of  militia; 
attaek  the  eastle  of  St  Lazar,  and  are  forced  to 
retreat  with  great  lost;  the  remains  of  onr  armj 
are  rerembarked;  an  effort  of  the  admiral  to  take 
the  town;  the  economy  of  oar  expedition  d«- 
ieribed.  97 

CuAT.  XXXIV.  An  epidemic  ferer  rages 
among  as;  we  abandon  oar  conquests;  I  am  seized 
with  the  distemper;  write  a  petitbn  to  the  captain, 
which  is  rejected;  I  am  in  danger  of  suffocation 
through  the  malice  of  Crampley,  and  relieved  bj 
a  Serjeant;  mjfeverlnareases;  the  chaplain  wants 
to  confess  me;  I* obtain  a  faTourable  crisis;  Mor- 
gan's affection  for  me  proved;  the  behaviour  of 
Mackshane  and  Crampley  towards  me;  Captain 
Oakam  is  removed  into  another  ship,  with  his 
beloved  doctor;  oar  new  captain  described;  an 
adTcntnre  of  Morgan.  99 

XXXy.  Captain  Whiiffe  sends  for  me;  his 
litaation  described;  his  surgeon  arrives,  pre- 
•cribes  for  him,  and  pats  him  to  bed;  a  bed  is  put 
up  for  Mr  Simper  contiguous  to  the  state-room, 
which,  with  other  parts  of  the  captain's  beha- 
Tioar,  gives  the  ship's  company  a  very  unfavour- 
able idea  of  their  commander;  I  am  detained  in 
the  West  Indies  by  the  admiral,  and  go  on 
board  of  the  Lizard  sloop  of  war  in  quality  of 
turgeon's  mate,  where  I  make  myself  known  to 
the  surgeon,  who  treats  me  very  kindly^  I  go  on 
sh«tre,  sell  my  ticket,  purchase  necessaries,  and, 
at  my  return  on  board,  am  surprised  at  the  sight 
of  Crampley,  who  is  appointed  lieutenant  of  the 
sloop;  we  sail  on  a  cruize;  take  a  prize,  in  which 
I  arrive  at  Port  Morant,  under  the  command  of 
my  messmate,  with  whom  I  live  in  great  har- 
mony. 103 
XXXVT.  A  strange  adventure ;  in  consequence 
of  which  I  am  extremely  happy;  Crampley  does 
me  ill  offices  with  the  captain;  but  his  malice  is 
defeated  by  the  good  nature  and  friendship  of 
the  surgeon;  we  return  to  Port  Royal;  our  cap- 
tain gets  the  command  of  a  larger  ship,  and  is 

^  succeeded  by  an  old  man;  Brayl  is  provided  for; 
we  receive  orders  to  sail  for  England.  105 

XXXVII.  We  depart  for  Europe;  a  misun- 
derstanding arises  between  the  captain  and  sur- 
geon, through  the  scandalous'  aspersions  of 
Crampley;  the  captain  dies;  Crampley  tyrannizes 
over  the  surgeon,  who  falls  a  victim  to  his  cru- 
elty; I  am  also  ill  used;  the  ship  strikes;  the 
behavloar  of  Crampley  and  the  seamen  on  that 
occasion;  1  get  on  shore,  challenge  the  captain 
to  single  combat;  am  treacherously  knocked 
down,  wounded  and  robbed.  107 

XXXVIII.  I  get  up,  and  crawl  into  a  bam, 
where  I  am  in  danger  of'  perishing  through  the 
fear  of  the  country  people;  their  inhumanity;  I 
am  saccoured  by  a  reputed  witch;  her  story ;  her 
advice;  she  recommends  me  as  a  valet  to  a  single 
lady,  whose  character  she  explains.  109 

XXXIX.  My  reception  by  that  lady;  I  be- 
come enamoured  of  Nareissa;  recount  the  parti- 
culars of  my  last  misfortune;  acquire  the  good 
opinion  of  my  mistress;  an  account  of  the  young 
tquirei  I  am  made  acquainted  with  more  parti- 
culars of  Narcissa's  situation;  conceive  a  mortal 
hatred  against  Sir  Timothy;  examine  my  lady's 


library  and  performances;  her  extravagant  be- 
haviour. 1L£ 

Ca4F.  XL.  My  mistress  is  surprised  at  my 
learning;  communicates  her  performances  to 
me;  I  impart  some  of  mine  to  her;  am  mortified 
at  her  &int  praise;  Narcissa  approves  of  my 
conduct;  I  gain  an  involuntary  conquest  over  the 
cook- wench  and  dairy-maid;  their  mutual  re- 
sentment and  insinuations;  the  jealoasy  of  their 
lovers.  114 

Xtil.  Narcissa  being  in  danger  from  the  bru- 
tality of  Sir  Timothy,  is  rescued  by  me,  who 
revenge  myself  on  my  rival;  I  declare  my  pas- 
sion, and  retreat  to  the  sea-side;  am  surrounded 
by  smugglers,  and  carried  to  Boulogne;  find  ray 
uncle.  Lieutenant  Bowling,  in  great  distresti, 
and  relieve  him;  our  conversation.  116 

XLII.  He  takes  his  passage  in  a  cutter  for 
Deal;  we  are  accosted  by  a  priest,  who  proves 
to  be  a  Scotchman;  his  profession  of  friendship; 
he  is  affronted  by  the  lieutenant,  who  afterwards 
appeases  him  by  submission;  my  uncle  embarks; 
I  am  introduced  by  a  priest  to  a  capuchin,  in 
whose  company  I  set  out  for  Paris;  the  character 
of  my  fellow-traveller;  an  adventure  on  the  road; 
I  am  shocked  at  his  behaviour.  130 

XLIIL  We  lodge  at  a  house  near  Amiens, 
where  I  am  robbed  by  the  capuchin,  who  escapes 
while  I  am  asleep;  I  go  to  Noyons  in  search  of 
him,  bat  without  success;  make  my  condition 
known  to  several  people,  but  find  no  relief; 
grow  desperate;  join  a  company  of  soldiers;  en- 
list in  the  regiment  of  Picardy;  we  are  ordered 
into  Germany;  I  find  the  fatigues  of  the  march 
almost  intolerable;  quarrel  with  my  comrade  in 
a  dispute  about  politics;  he  challenges  me  to  the 
field,  wounds  and  disarms  me.  123 

XLIV.  In  order  to  be  revenged,  I  learn  the 
science  of  defence;  we  join  the  mareschal  duo 
de  Noailles;  are  engaged  with  the  allies  at  Det- 
tingen,  and  put  to  flight;  the  behaviour  of  the 
French  soldiers  on  that  occasion;  I  industriously 
seek  another  combat  with  the  old  Gascon,  and 
vanquish  him  in  my  turn;  our  regtment  is  put 
into  winter-quarters  at  Rheims,  where  I  find  my 
friend  Strap;  our  recognition;  he  supplies  me 
with  money,  and  procures  my  discharge;  we 
take  a  trip  to  Paris;  from  whence,  by  the  way 
of  Flanders,  we  set  out  for  London,  where  we 
safely  nrrire.  ISS 

XLV.  I  inquire  for  my  uncle,  and  anderstand 
he  is  gone  to  sea;  take  lodgings  at  Charing- 
eross;  go  to  the  play,  where  I  meet  with  an  ad- 
venture; dine  at  an  ordinantithe  guests  described; 
become  acquainted  wi^  Medlar  and  Doctor 
Wagtail.  189 

XLVI.  Wagtail  introduces  me  to  a  set  of  fine 
gentlemen,  with  whom  I  spend  th^  evening  at  a 
tavern;  our  conversation;  the  characters  of  my 
new  companions;  the  doctor  is  roasted;  the  issue 
of  our  debauch.  135 

XLVII.  Strap  communicates  to  me  a  con- 
quest he  had  made  of  a  chandler's  widow;  finds 
himself  miserably  mistaken;  I  go  to  the  opera; 
admire  Melinda;  am  cautioned  by  Banter;  go  to 
the  assembly  at  Hampstead;  dance  with  that 
young  lady;  receive  an  insolent  message  front 
Bragwell,  whose  metal  is  soon  cooled;  am  In 
fiivour  with  my  mistress,  whom  I  visit  next  day. 


VI 
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•nd  km  bubbled  out  of  eighteen  guineas  at  cards; 
Strap  triumphs  at  my  sneeess*  but  is  astonished 
at  my  expense;  Banter  comes  to  my  lodging,  is 
very  sarcastic  at  my  expense,  and  borrows  five 
guineas  from  me,  as  a  proof  of  his  friendship.  139 

Chap.  XLYIII.  We  repair  to  the  coffee- 
house, where  we  overhear  a  curious  dispute  be- 
tween Wagtail  and  Medlar,  which  is  referred 
to  our  decision;  the  doctor  giTcs  an  account  of 
his  experiment;  Medlar  is  roasted  by  Banter  at 
the  ordinary;  the  old  gentleman's  advice  to  me. 

143 

XLtX.  I  receive  a  challenge;  the  conseqaen* 
oes  of  it;  the  quarrel  being  niade  up,  am  put  in 
arrest,  by  the  care  and  affection  of  Strap;  bat 
immediately  released  upon  explaining  my  aflfair; 
the  behaviour  of  Mr  Oreganand  his  two  friends; 
I  visit  Melinda,  whom  I  divert  with  an  account 
of  the  duel;  propose  marriage;  she  refers  the 
matter  to  her  mother,  of  whom  1  make  a  solemn 
demand  of  her  daughter;  the  old  lady's  beha- 
vioar;  I  am  discarded;  resent  their  disilain.  144 

L.  I  long  to  be  revenged  on  Melinda;  apply 
to  Banter  for  his  assistance;  he  contrives  a 
scheme  for  that  purpose,  which  is  put  in  execu- 
tion with  great  success;  I  make  an  attempt  on 
V  the  heart  of  Miss  Gripewell,  but  am  disappoint- 
ed; grow  melancholy,  and  have  recourse  to  the 
bottle;  receive  a  billet-doux;  am  ravished  with 
the  contents;  find  myself  involved  in  an  intrigue, 
which  I  imagined  would  make  my  fortune;  am 
confounded  at  my  mistake,  which  banishes  all 
thoughts  of  matrimony.  147 

LI.  I  cultivate  an  acquaintance  with  two  no- 
blemen; am  introduced  to  Earl  Strut  well;  his 
kind  promises  and  invitation;  the  behaviour  of 
his  porter  and  lacquey;  he  receives  me  with  an 
appearance  of  uncommon  affection;  undertakes 
to  speak  in  my  behalf  to  the  minister;  informs 
me  of  his  success,  and  wishes  me  joy;  introduces 
a  conversation  about  Petronius  Arbiter;  falls  in 
love  with  my  watch,  which  I  press  upon  him;  I 
make  a  present  of  a  diamond  ring  to  Lord 
Straddle;  impart  my  good  fortune  to  Strap  and 
BanteF,  who  disabuses  me,  to  my  utter  mortifi- 
cation. 151 

Ln.  I  attempt  to  recover  my  watch  and  jewel, 
but  to  no  purpose;  resolve  to  revenge  myself  on 
Strutwell  by  my  importunity;  am  reduced  to  my 
last  guinea;  obliged  to  inform  Strap  of  my  ne- 
cessity, who  is  almost  distracted  with  the  news; 
but,  nevertheless,  obliged  to  pawn  my  best 
f  word  for  present  subsistence;  that  small  supply 
being  exhausted,  I  ant  almost  stupified  with  my 
misfortunes;  go  to  the  gaming  table,  by  the  ad- 
vice of  Banter,  and  come  off  with  unexpected 
success;  Stsmp'secstacy;  Mrs  Gawky  waits  upon 
me,  professes  remorse  for  her  perfidy,  and  im- 
plores my  assistance;  I  do  myself  a  piece  of 
justice  by  her  means,  and  afterwards  reconcile 
her  to  her  father.  155 

LEU.  I  purchase  new  clothes;  reprimand 
Strutwell  and  Straddle;  Banter  proposes  another 
matrimonial  scheme;  I  accept  of  his  terms;  set 
out  for  Bath  in  a  stage-coach,  with  the  young 
lady  and  her  mother;  Uie  behaviour  of  an  officer 
and  lawyer;  our  fellow-travellers  described;  a 
smart  dialogue  between  my  mistress  and  the 
captain.  158 


Chat.  LIY.  Day  breaking,  I  have  the  plea- 
sure of  viewing  Uie  person  of  Miss  Snapper,  , 
whom  I  had  not  seen  before;  the  soldier  is  witty 
upon  me;  is  offended,  talks  much  of  his  valour; 
is  reprimanded  by  a  grave  gentlewoman;  we  are 
alarmed  with  the  C17  of  highwaymen;  I  get  oat 
of  the  coach,  and  stand  in  my  own  defence;  thcgr 
ride  off  without  having  attacked  us;  I  pursue 
them;  one  of  them  is  thrown  from  his  horse  and 
taken;  I  return  to  the  coach;  am  complimented 
by  Miss  Snapper;  the  captain's  behaviour  on  tliis 
occasion;  the  prude  reproaches  me  in  a  soliloquy; 
I  upbraid  her  in  the  same  manner;  the  beha- 
viour of  Mrs  Snapper  'at  breakfast  disobl^s 
me;  the  lawyer  is  witty  upon  the  officer,  who 
threatens  him.  161 

LY.  I  resolve  to  ingratiate  myself  with  the 
mother,  and  am  favoured  by  accident;  the  pre- 
cise lady  finds  her  husband,  and  quits  the  coach; 
the  captain  is  disappointed  of  his  dinner;  we 
arrive  at  Bath;  I  accompany  Miss  Snapper  to 
the  lohg  room,  where  she  is  attacked  by  Besiu 
Nash,  and  turns  the  laugh  against  him;  I  make 
love  to  her,  and  receive  a  check;  squire  her  to 
an  assembly,  where  I  am  blessed  with  a  sight 
of  my  dear  Narcissa,  which  discomposes  me  so 
much,  that  Miss  Snapper,  observing  my  disor- 
der, is  at  pains  to  discover  the  cause;  is  piqued 
at  the  occasion,  and,  in  our  way  home,  pays  me 
a  sarcaMic  compliment;  I  am  met  by  Miss  Wil- 
liams, who  is  maid  and  confidante  of  Narcissa; 
she  acquaints  me  with  her  lady's  regard  for  me 
while  under  the  disguise  of  a  servant,  and  de» 
scribes  the  transports  of  Narcissa  on  seeing  me 
at  the  assembly,  in  the  character  of  a  gentleman; 
I  am  surprised  with  an  account  of  her  aunt's 
marriage,  and  make  an  appointment  to  meet 
Miss  Williams  next  day.  164 

LYI.  I  become  acquainted  with  Nareissa's 
brother,  who  invites  roe  to  his  house,  where  I 
am  introduced  to  that  adorable  creature;  after 
dinner,  the  squire  retires  to  take  his  nap;  Free- 
man, guessing  the  situation  of  my  thoughts, 
withdraws  likewise,  on  pretence  of  business;  I 
declare  my  passion  to  Narcissa;  am  well  received; 
charmed  with  her  conversation;  the  squire  de- 
tains us  to  supper;  I  elude  his  design  by  a  stra- 
tagem, and  get  home  sober.  167 

LYn.  Miss  Williams  informs  me  of  Nareis- 
sa's approbation  of  my  flame;  I  appease  the 
squire;  write  to  my  mistress,  am  blessed  with 
an  answer;  beg  leave  of  her  brother  to  dance 
with  her  at  a  ball;  obtain  bis  consent  and  her's; 
enjoy  a  private  conversation  with  her;  am  per- 
plexed with  reflections;  have  the  honour  of  ap- 
pearing her  partner  at  a  ball;  we  are  compli- 
mented by  a  certain  nobfeman;  he  discovers 
some  symptoms  of  a  passion  for  Narcissa;  1  am 
stung  with  jealousy;  Narcissa  alarmed,  retires; 
I  observe  Melinda  in  the  company;  the  squire  is 
captivated  by  her  beauty.  171 

LYIIL  Tortured  with  jealousy,  I  go  home 
and  abuse  Strap;  receive  a  message  from  Nar- 
cissa, in  consequence  of  which  I  liasten  to  her 
apartment,  where  her  endearing  assurances 
banish  all  my  doubts  and  apprehensions;  in  my 
retreat  discover  somebody  in  the  dark,  whom, 
suspecting  to  be  a  spy,  1  i*esolve  to  kill;  but,  to 
my  great  surprise,  am  convinced  of  his  being  no 
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0llMr  than  Strapi  Melinda  iluiden  me;  I  be«one 
asqiuiiited  with  Lord  QuWerwit,  who  endesToun 
to  Mund  me  utfi  regard  to  Kareitsat  the  tqaire 
b  Introdneed  to  hit  lordship,  and  grows  eold 
towards  mof  I  learn  from  my  eonfidaat,  that  this 
nobleman  professes  hopourable  love  to  mj  mis-> 
treas*  who  continues  fiiithful  to  me,  •  notwith- 
standing the  seandalous  reports  she  has  heard  to 
mj  prejndieet  1  am  mortified  with  an  assurance 
that  her  whole  fortune  depends  upon  the  plea^ 
anre  of  her  brother^  Mr  Freeman  condoles  me 
on  the  decline  of  mj  character,  which  I  vindicate 
so  much  to  his  satisfaction,  that  he  undertakes  to 
combat  Faroe  in  mj  behalf.  174 

Cbaf.  UX.  I  receive  an  extraordinary  mes- 
sage at  the  door  of  the  loog^room,  which  I  how- 
ever enter,  and  affront  the  squire,  who  threatens 
to  take  the  law  of  me;  rebuke  Melinda  for  her 
malicei  she  weeps  with  vexation;  Lord  Quiver^ 
wit  is  severe  upon  me;  I  retort  his  sarcasm;  am 
received  with  the  utmost  tenderness  by  Narcissa, 
who  desires  to  hear  the  story  of  my  life<  we  vow 
eternal  constancy  to  one  another;  I  retire;  am 
waked  by  a  messenger,  who  brings  a  challenge 
from  Quiverwit,  whom  1  meet,  engage,  and  van- 
quish. 176 

LX.  I  am  visited  by  Freeman/  with  whom  I 
nppear  in  public,  and  am  caressed;  am  sent  for 
by  Lord  Quiverwit,  whose  presence  I  quit  in  a 
passion;  Narcissa  is  carried  off  by  herJ>rother; 
I  intend  to  pursue  him,  and  am  dissuaded  by  my 
firiend;  engage  in  play,  and  lose  all  my  money; 
aet  out  for  London;  try  my  fortune  at  the  gam- 
ing-table without  success;  receive  a  letter  from 
Narcissa;  bilk  my  tailor.  179 

LXI.  I  am  arrested;  carried  to  the  Marshal- 
sea;  find  my  old  acquaintance  Beau  Jackson 
in  that  jail;  he  informs  me  of  his  adventures; 
Strap  arrives,  and  with  difficulty  is  comforted; 
Jackson  introduces  me  to  a  poet;  I  admire  his 
conversation  and  capacity;  am  deeply  affected 
with  my  misfortune;  Strap  hires  himself  as  a 
journeyman  barber.  181 

LXIL  I  read  Melopoyn's  tragedy,  and  con- 
eelve  a  vast  opinion  of  his  genius;  he  reeountb 
his  adventures.  184 

LXIII.  The  continuation  and  conclusion  of 
Mr  Melopoyn's  story.  187 

LXIV.  I  am  seized  with  a  deep  melancholy, 
and  become  a  sloven;  am  relieved  by  my  uncle; 


he  prevails  upon  me  to  engage  with  his  owners  as 
surgeon  of  the  ship  which  he  commands;  he  makai 
me  a  considerable  present;  entertains  Strap  as 
his  steward;  I  take  leave  of  my  friends,  and  go 
on  board;  the  ship  arrives  in  the  Downs.       19S 

CHAr.  LXV.  I  set  out  for  Sussex;  consult  Mrs 
Sagely;  achieve  an  interview  with  Narcissa;  re- 
turn to  the  ship;  we  get  clear  of  the  channel;  I 
learn  our  destination;  we  are  chased  by  a  large 
ship;  the  company  are  dismayed,  and  encouraged 
by  the  captain's  speech;  our  pursuer  happens  tb 
be  an  English  man  of  war;  we  arrive  at  the  coast 
of  Guinea,  purchase  400  negroes,  sail  for  Para- 
guay, get  safe  into  the  river  of  Plate,  snd  sell 
our  cargo  to  great  advantage.  195 

LXVL  I  am  invited  to  the  villa  of  a  Spanish 
Don,  where  we  meet  with  an  English  gentleman, 
and  make  a  very  interesting  discovery;  we  leave 
Buenos  Ay  res,  and  arrive  at  Jamaica.  198 

LXVII.  I  visit  my  old  friend  Thomson;  we 
set  sail  for  Europe;  meet  with  an  odd  adventure; 
arrive  in  England;  I  ride  acrovs  the  country 
from  Portsmouth  to  Sussex;  converse  with  Mrs 
Si^ely,  who  informs  me  of  Narciisa's  being  in 
London;  in  consequence  of  this  intelligence  I 
proceed  to  Canterbury;  meet  with  my  old  friend 
Morgan;  arrive  at  London;  visit  Narcissa;  in- 
troduce my  father  to  her;  he  is  charmed  with 
her  good  sense  and  beauty;  we  come  to  a  deter- 
mination of  demanding  her  brother's  consent  to 
our  marriage.  SOS 

LXVni.  My  father  makes  a  present  to  Nar- 
cissa; the  letter  is  dispatched  to  her  J>rother;  I 
appear  among  my  acquaintance;  Banter's  beha- 
viour; the  squire  refuses  his  consent;  my  uncle 
comes  to  town;  approves  of  my  choice;  I  am 
married;  we  meet  the  squire  and  his  lady  at  the 
play;  our  acquaintance  is  courted.  5206 

LXIX.  My  father  intends  to  revisit  the  place 
of  his  nativity;  we  propose  to  accompany  him; 
my  uncle  renews  his  will  in  my  favour,  deter- 
mining to  go  to  sea  sgaiq;  we  set  out  for  Scotland; 
arrive  at  Edinburgh;  purchase  our  paternal  es- 
tate; proceed  to  it;  halt  at  the  town  where  I  was 
educated;  take  up  my  bond  to  Crab;  the  beha- 
viour of  Potion  and  his  wife,  and  one  of  my 
female  cousins;  our  reception  at  the  estate; 
Strap  marries  Miss  Williams,  and  is  settled  by 
roy  fiither  to  his  own  satis&ction;  I  am  more  and 
more  happy.  S08 


ADVENTURES  OF  SIR  LAUNCELOT  GREAVES. 


Chap.  1,  In  which  certain  personnges  of  this 
delightful  history  are  Introduced  to  the  reader's 
acquaintance.  SIS 

II.  In  which  the  hero  of  these  adventures 
makes  his  first  appearance  on  the  stage  of  action. 

m.  Which  the  reader,  on  perusal,  may  winh 
^rere  chapter  the  last.  .        S20 


Chap.  IV .  In  which  it  appears  that  the  knight, 
when  heartily  set  in  for  sleeping,  was  not  easily 
diiiurbed.  SS6 

V.  In  which  this  recapitulation  draws  to  n 
close.  SSI 

VI.  In  which  the  reader  will  perceive  that  In 
some  cases  madness  is  catching.  SdS 


/ 


▼lU 


CONTENTS  OP  VOL.  U. 


Cbat.  Vn.  In  vhioh  the  knight  resnmet  his 
importnnee.  fiS7 

Vm.  Which  it  vithin  t  hair's  breadth  of 
proving  highlj  interesting.  341 

IX.  Whieh  may  lerre  to  show  that  true  patrio- 
tism it  of  no  party.  244 

X.  Whieh  showeth  that  he  who  plays  at  bowls 
will  tometimet  meet  with  rabbert.  247 

XI.  Beteription  of  a  modem  magittrate.  251 
Xn.  Whioh  shows  there  are  more  ways  to 

kill  a  dog  than  hanging.  255 

XIIL  In  whieh  our  knight  is  tantalised  with 

ft  transient  glimpse  of  felicity.  259 

XIV.  Which  shows,  that  a  man  cannot  always 
up,  when  the  cap  is  at  his  lip.  262 

XV.  Exhibiting  an  interriew,  whioh,  it  is  to 
be  hoped,  will  interest  the  curiosity  of  the 
reader.  266 

XYI.  Which,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  the  reader  will 
find  an  agreeable  medley  of  mirth  and  madness, 
sense  and  absurdity.  270 


CHAr.  XVII.  Containing  adventures  of  chiv- 
alry equally  new  and  surprising.  273 

XVIU.  In  which  the  rays  of  lohtvaliy  shine 
with  renovated  lustre.  278 

XIX.  Containing  the  achievements  of  the 
knights  of  the  griffin  and  crescent.  281 

XX.  In  which  onr  hero  descends  into  the 
mansions  of  the  damned.  285 

XXI.  Containing  farther  anecdotes  relating 
to  the  children  of  wretchedness.  288 

XXII.  In  which  Captain  Crowe  is  sublimed 
into  the  regions  of  astrology.  291 

XXIII.  In  which  the  clouds  that  cover  the 
catastrophe  begin  to  disperse.  295 

XXrV.  The  knot  that  puzzles  human  wisdom, 
the  hand  of  Fortune  sometimes  will  untie  £imi- 
liar  as  her  garter.  299 

Chaptxr  thx  Last.  Which,  it  is  to  be 
hoped,  will  be,  on  more  accounts  than  one, 
agreeable  to  the  reader.  308 


THE  EXPEDITION  OF  HUBfPHRY  CLINKER. 


dOQ 


THE  HISTORY  AND  ADVENTURES  OP  AN  ATOM. 


460 


POEMS. 


The  Tears  of  Scotland. 
Song. 

Burlesque  Ode, 
Ode  to  Mirth. 


539 
539 
540 
540 


Ode  to  Sleep. 

Ode  to  Blue-eyed  Ann. 

Ode  to  Independei** 


540 
541 
541 


THE 


ADVENTURES  OF  RODERICK  RANDOM. 


BY  TOBIAS  SMOLLETT,  MJ). 


PREFACE. 


Ov  all  kinds  of  flatire,  there  is  none  so  enter- 
tainin^f  and  universally  improving,  as  that 
which  is  introduced,  as  it  were,  occasionally 
in  the  course  of  an  interesting  story,  which 
brings  every  incident  home  to  life ;  and,  by 
representing  &miliar  scenes  in  an  uncommon 
and  amusing  point  of  view,  invests  them  wit^ 
all  the  efaces  of  novelty,  while  nature  is 
appealed  to  in  everjr  particular. 


and  delight  of  the  audience;  and  rehearsed 
before  battle,  as  incentives  to  deeds  of  fflory. 
Thus  tragedy  and  the  epic  muse  were  bom, 
and,  in  the  progress  of  taste,  arrived  at  per- 
fection. It  is  no  wonder  that  the  ancients 
could  not  relish  a  &ble  in  prose,  after  they 
had  seen  so  many  remarkable  events  cele- 
brated in  vene  by  their  best  poets ;  we  there- 
fore find  no  romance  among  them,  during  the 


The  reader  gratifies  his  curiosity  in  pur-  bra  of  tibeir  excellence,  unless  the  Cyro[M5d!a 


suing  the  adventures  of  a  person  m  whose 
favour  he  is  prepossessed ;  he  espouses  his 
cause,  he  s^papathises  with  him  in  distress, 
his  indignation  is  heated  against  the  authors 
of  his  calamity;  the  humane  passions  are 
inflamed ;  the  contnst  between  dejected  vir- 
tue and  insuhinf  vice  appears  with  greater 
aggravation ;  and  every  impression  having  a 
double  force  on  the  imagination,  the  memory 
retains  the  circumstance,  and  the  heart  im- 
proves  by  the  example.  The  attention  is 
not  tired  with  a  bare  catalogue  of  characters, 
but  agreeably  diverted  wiUi  all  the  variety 
of  invention;  and  the  vicissitudes  of  lire 
appear  in  their  peculiar  circumstances,  open- 
inff^an  ample  field  for  wit  and  humour. 

Romance,  no  doubt,  owes  its  origin  to 
ifinorance,  vanity,  and  superstition.  In  the 
&xk  ages  of  the  world,  when  a  man  bad  ren- 
dered himself  famous  for  wisdom  or  valour, 
his  family  and  adherents  availed  themselves 
of  his  superior  oualities,  magnified  bis  virtues, 
and  represented  his  character  and  person  as 
sacred  and  supernatural.  The  vulgar  easily 
swallowed  the  bait,  implored  his  protection, 
and  yielded  the  tribute  of  homage  and  praise 
even  to  adoration ;  his  exploits  were  handed 
down  to  posterity  with  a  thousand  exaggera- 
tions; the}r  were  repeated  as  incitements  to 
virtue ;  divine  honours  were  paid,  and  altars 
erected  to  his  memory,  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  those  who  attempted  to  imitatenis 
example ;  and  hence  arose  the  heathen  my- 
thology, which  is  no  other  than  a  collection 
of  extravagant  romanc^.  As  learning  ad- 
vanced, and  genius  received  cultivation,  these 
stories  were  embellished  with  the  graces  of 
poetn^:  that  they  might  the  better  recom- 
mend themselves  to  the  attention,  they  were 
sung  in  public,  at  festivals,  for  the  instruction 


of  Xenophon  may  be  so  called,  and  it  was 
not  till  arts  and  sciences  began  to  revive, 
after  the  irruption  of  the  barbarians  into 
Europe,  that  any  thing  of  this  kind  appeared. 
But  when  the  minds  of  men  were  debauched, 
by  the  imppsition  of  priestcraft,  to  the  most 
absurd  pitch  of  credulity,  the  authors  of  ro- 
mance arose,  and,  losing  si^rht  of  probability, 
filled  their  performances  with  the  most  mon- 
strous hyperboles.  If  they  could  not  equal 
the  poets  in  point  of  genius,  they  were  |e- 
Bolved  to  excel  them  in  fiction,  and  apply  to 
the  wonder  rather  than  the  judgment  or  their 
readers.  Accordingly,  they  brought  necro- 
mancy to  their  aid,  and,  instead  of  supporting 
the  character  of  their  heroes  by  dignity  of 
sentiment  and  practice,  distingiusbed  them 
by  their  bodily  strength,  activity,  and  extra- 
vagance of  behaviour.  Although  nothing 
could  be  more  ludicrous  and  unnatural  than 
the  figures  they  drew,  they  did  not  want 
patrons  and  admirers ;  and  the  world  actaally 
began  to  be  infected  with  the  spirit  of  knight- 
errantry,  when  Cervantes,  by  an  inimitable 
piece  of  ridicule,  reformed  the  taste  of  man- 
kind, representing  chivalry  in  the  right  point 
of  view,  and  converting  romance  to  purposes 
fiir  more  useful  and  entertaining,  by  making 
it  assume  the  sock,  and  point  out  tne  follies 
of  ordinary  life. 

The  same  method  has  been  practised  bj 
other  Spanish  and  French  authors,  and  vy 
none  ntore  successfully  than  by  Monsieur  lie 
Sage,  who,  in  his  Adventures  of  Gil  Bias, 
has  described  the  knavery  and  foibles  of  life 
with  infinite  humour  and  sagacity.  The 
following  sheets  I  have  modelled  on  his  pbui, 
taking  uie  liberty,  however,  to  difier  from 
him  in  the  exeeution,  where  I  thought  his 
particular  situations  were  uncommon  and 

U 


12 


PREFACE. 


L 


extravagant,  or  peculiar  to  the  country  in 
which  tne  scene  is  laid.  The  disgraces  of 
Gil  Bias  are,  for  the  most  part,  such  as  rather 
excite  mirth  than  compassion;  he  himself 
laughs  at  them ;  and  his  transitions  from  dis- 
tress to  happiness,  or  at  least  ease,  are  so 
sudden,  that  neither  the  reader  has  time  to 
pity  him,  nor  himself  to  be  acquainted  with 
afluction.  This  conduct,  in  my  opinion,  not 
only  deviates  from  probability,  but  prevents 
that  generous  indignation  which  ou^ht  to 
animate  the  reader  against  the  sordid  and 
vicious  disposition  of  uie  world. 

I  have  attempted  to  represent  modest  merit 
strugffling  with  every  difficultv  to  which  a 
friencQess  orphan  is  exposed  m>m  his  own 
want  of  experience,  as  well  as  from  the  sel- 
fishness, envy,  malice,  and  base  indifference 
of  mankind.  To  secure  a  favourable  prew 
possession,  I  have  allowed  him  the  advantage 
of  birth  and  education,  which,  in  the  series 
of  hb  misfortunes,  will,  I  hope,  engage  the 
ingenuous  more  warmly  in  his  behalf;  and, 
though  I  foresee  that  some  people  will  be 
offended  at  the  mean  scenes  in  which  he  is 
involved,  I  persuade  myself  the  judicious  will 
not  only  perceive  the  necessity  of  describing 
those  situations  to  which  he  must  of  course 
be  confined,  in  his  low  estate,  but  also  find 
entertainment  in  viewing  those  parts  of  his 
life,  where  the  humours  and  passions  are 
undisguised  by  affectation,  cer^piony,  or 
education,  and  the  whimsical  peculiarities 


of  disposition  appear  as  Nature  has  implanted 
them.  But  I  believe  I  need  not  trouble  my- 
self in  vindicating  a  practice  authorised  by 
the  best  writers  m  this  way,  some  of  whom 
I  have  already  named. 

Every  inteUigent  rea^r  wiU,  at  first  sight, 
perceive  I  have  not  deviated  firom  Nature  in 
the  facts,  which  are  all  true  in  the  main, 
although  the  circumstances  are  altered  and 
diseuised,  to  avoid  personal  satire. 

It  now  remains  to  give  my  xeasons  for 
making  the  chief  personage  of  this  work  a 
North  Briton;  which  are  chiefiy  these: — ^I 
could,  at  a  small  expense,  bestow  on  him 
such  education  as  I  thought  the  dignity  of 
his  birth  and  character  required,  which  could 
not  possibly  be  obtained  in  England  by  such 
slender  means  as  the  nature  of  my  plan 
would  afford.  In  the  next  place,  I  could 
represent  simplicity  of  manners,  in  a  remote 
part  of  the  kingdom,  with  more  propriety 
than  in  any  other  place  near  the  capital ;  and, 
lastly,  the  disposition  of  the  Scots,  addicted 
to  travelling,  justifies  my  conduct  in  deriving 
an  adventurer  from  that  country. 
-  That  the  delicate  reader  may  not  be  offend- 
ed at  the  unmeaning  oaths  which  proceed 
from  the  mouths  of  some  persons  m  these 
memoirs,  I  beg  leave  to  premise,  that  I  ima- 
gined nothing  could  more  effectually  expose 
the  absurdity  of  such  miserable  expletives, 
than  a  natural  and  verbal  representation  of 
the  discourse  in  which  they  occur. 


APOLOGUE. 


A  TOVN«  painter,  indulging  a  vein  of  plea* 
santry,  sketched  a  kind  of  conversation-piece, 
representinff  a  bear,  an  owl,  a  monkey,  and 
an  ass ;  and  to  render  it  more  striking,  hu- 
morous, and  moral,  distinguished  every  ngure 
by  some  emblem  of  human  life. 

Brain  was  exhibited  in  the  garb  and  atti- 
tude of  an  old,  toothless,  drunken  soldier; 
the  owl,  perched  upon  the  handle  of  a  coffee- 
pot, with  spectacles  on  his  nose,  seemed  to 
contemplate  a  newspaper;  and  the  ass,  orna- 
mented with  a  huge  tie-wig  (which,  however, 
could  not  conceaJhis  long  ears),  sat  for  his 
picture  to  the  monkey,  who  appeared  with 
the  implements  of  painting.  This  whimsical 
groupe  afforded  some  mirth,  and  met  with 
general  approbation,  until  some  mischievous 
wag  hinted,  that  the  whole  was  a  lampoon 
upon  the  friends  of  the  performer ;  an  insmua- 
tion  which  was  no  sooner  circulated,  than 
those  very  people  who  applauded  it  before 
began  to  be  alarmed,  and  even  to  &ncy  them- 
selves signified  by  the  several  figures  of  the 
piece. 

Among  others,  a  worthy  personage  in 
years,  who  had  served  in  the  army  with 
reputation,  being  incensed  at  the  supposed 
outrage,  repaired  to  the  lodgings  of  the 
painter,  and,  finding  him  at  home, — *<  Hark 
ye,  Mr  Monkey,"  said  he,  '*  I  have  a  good 
mind  to  convince  you,  that  though  the  bear 
has  lost  his  teetli,  he  retains  his  paws,  and 
that  he  is  not  so  drunk  but  he  can  perceive 

Jrour  impertinence — 'sblood !  Sir,  that  tooth- 
ess  jaw  is  a  damn'd  scandalous  libel— 4>ut 
don't  you  imagine  me  so  chop^en  as  not 
to  be  able  to  chew  the  cud  of  resentment." 
Here  he  was  interrupted  by  the  arrival  of  a 
learned  physician,  who,  advancing  to  the 
culprit  with  fiiry  in  his  aspect,  exclaimed, — 
**  Suppose  the  augmentation  of  the  ass's  ears 


should  prove  the  diminution  of  the  baboon't 
nay,  seek  not  to  prevaricate,  for,  bv  the  beard 
of  JSsculapius !  there  is  not  one  hair  in  this 
periwig  that  will  not  stand  up  in  judgment 
to  convict  thee  of  personal  abuse-Hdo  but 
observe,  captain,  how  this  pitiful  little  fellow 
has  copied  the  verv  curls ;  the  colour  indeed 
is  different,  but  then  the  form  and  foretop 
are  quite  similar."  While  he  thus  remon- 
strated in  a  strain  of  vociferation,  a  venerable 
senator  entered,  and  waddling  up  to  the 
delinquent, — ''Jackanapes!"  cried  he,  '*I 
will  now  let  thee  see  I  can  read  something 
else  than  a  newspaper,  and  that  without  the 
help  of  spectacles— here  is  your  own  note 
of  hand,  sirrah,  for  money,  which,  if  I  had 
not  advanced,  you  yourself  would  have  re- 
sembled an  owl,  in  not  darinff  to  show  your 
face  by  day,  you  ungrateml,  slanderous 
knave !" 

In  vain  the  astonished  painter  declared 
that  he  had  no  intention  to  give  o^nce« 
or  to  characterize  particular  persons:  they 
afiirmed  the  resemblance  was  too  palpable  to 
be  overlooked;  they  taxed  him  with  insolence, 
malice  and  ingratitude ;  and  their  clamours 
being  overheard  by  the  public,  the  captain 
was  a  bear,  the  doctor  an  ass,  and  the  senator 
an  owl,  to  his  dying  day. 

Christian  reader,  I  oeseech  thee,  in  the 
bowels  of  the  Lord,  remember  this  example 
while  thou  art  employed  in  the  perusal  of  the 
following  sheets ;  and  seek  not  to  appropriate 
to  thyself  that  which  equally  belongs  to  five 
hundred  different  people.  If  thou  shouldst 
meet  with  a  character  that  reflects  thee  in 
some  ungracious  particular,  keep  thy  own 
counsel ;  consider  that  one  feature  makes  no% 
a  face,  and  that,  thougfh  thou  art,  perhaps, 
distinguished  by  a  bottle  nose,  twenty  of  Uiy 
neighbours  may  be  in  the  same  predicameoi. 
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ADVENTURES  OF  RODERICK  RANDOM. 


CHAPTER  I. 

Of  my  birth  and  parentage. 

I  w  A«  bom  in  the  northern  part  of  this  united 
kingdom,  in  the  house  of  my  grandfather,  a 

gentleman  of  considerable  fortune  and  in- 
uence ;  who  had,  on  many  occasions,  sig- 
nalized himself  in  behalf  of  his  country,  and 
was  remarkable  for  his  abilities  in  the  law, 
which  he  exercised  with  great  success,  in 
the  situation  of  a  judge,  puticularly  against 
beggars,  for  whom  he  had  a  singular  aver- 
sion. 

My  ftther,  his  youngest  son,  filling  in  love 
with  a  poor  relation,  who  lived  with  the  old 

gentleman  in  qualihr  of  housekeeper*  es^used 
er  privately ;  ana  I  was  the  first  fruit  of 
that  marriage.  During  her  pregnancy,  a 
dream  discomposed  my  mother  so  much,  that 
her  husband,  tired  with  her  importunity,  at 
last  consulted  a  Highland  seer,  whose  favour- 
able interpretation  he  would  have  secured 
beforehana  by  a  bribe,  but  found  him  incor- 
ruptible. She  dreamed  she  was  delivered  of 
a  tennis-ball,  which  the  devil  (who,  to  her 
great  surprise,  acted  the  part  of  midwife) 
struck  so  forcibly  with  a  racket,  that  it  dis- 
appeared in  an  instant;  and  she  was  for 
some  time  inconsolable  for  the  loss  of  her 
o&pring ;  when,  all  of  a  sudden,  she  beheld 
it  return  with  equal  violence,  and  enter  the 
earth  beneath  her  feet,  whence  immediately 
sprung  up  a  goodly  tree  covered  with  blos- 
soms, the  scent  of  which  operated  so  strongly 
on  her  nerves,  that  she  awoke.  The  atten- 
tive sage,  after  some  deliberation,  assured 
my  parents  that  their  first-bom  would  be  a 
flreat  traveller ;  that  he  would  undergo  many 
clangers  and  difficulties,  and  at  last  return  to 
his  native  land,  where  he  would  flourish  in 
happiness  and  repntation.  How  truly  this 
was  foretold,  will  appear  in  the  sequel.  It 
was  not  long  before  some  officious  person 


informed  my  grandfiMJier  of  certain  familiari- 
ties that  passed  between  his  son  and  house- 
keeper ;  which  alarmed  him  so  much,  that,  a 
few  days  after,  he  told  my  father  it  was  high 
time  for  him  to  think  of^  settling ;  and  that 
he  had  provided  a  match  for  him,  to  which 
he  coula  in  justice  have  no  objections.  My 
fiither,  finding  it  would  be  impossible  for  him 
to  conceal  his  situation  any  longer,  frankly 
owned  what  he  had  done,  and  excused  him- 
self for  not  having  asked  the  consent  of  his 
&ther,  by  saying,  he  knew  it  would  have 
been  to  no  purpose ;  and  that,  had  his  incli- 
nation been  known,  my  grandfather  might 
have  taken  such  measures  as  would  have 
effectually  put  the  gratification  of  it  out  of 
his  power:  he  added,  that  no  exceptions 
could  be  taken  to  his  wife's  virtue,  birth, 
beauty,  and  flood  sense ;  and  as  for  fortune, 
it  was  beneaui  his  care.  The  old  genUeman , 
who  kept  all  his  passions  (except  one)  in 
excellent  order,  heard  him  to  an  end  with 
great  temper ;  and  then  calmly  asked,  how 
he  proposed  to  maintain  himself  and  spouse? 
He  replied,  he  could  be  in  no  danger  of  want- 
ing, while  his  father's  tenderness  remained, 
which  he  and  his  wife  should  always  culti- 
vate with  the  utmost  venerQ,tion;  that  he 
was  persuaded  his  allowance  would  be  suita- 
ble to  the  dignitv  and  circumstances  of  his 
family,  and  to  toe  provisions  already  made 
for  his  brothers  and  sisters,  who  were  happily 
settled  under  his  protection.  <'  Your  bro- 
thers and  sisters,"  said  my  grandfather,  **  did 
not  think  it  beneath  them  to  consult  me  in 
an  affair  of  such  importance  as  matrimony ; 
neither,  I  suopose,  would  you<  have  omitted 
that  ]>iece  oi  duty,  had  you  not  some'secret 
fond  in  reserve ;  to  the  comforts  of  which  I 
leave  you,  with  a  desire  that  you  will  this 
night  seek  out  another  habitation  for  yourself 
and  wife;  whither,  in  a  short  time,  I  will 
send  you  an  ascount  of  the  expense  I  have 
been  at  in  your  education,  with  a  view  of 
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being  reimbaraed.  Sir,  yoa  have  made  the 
grand  tour — you  are  a  polite  gentleman — a 
very  pretty  gentleman — ^I  wish  you  a  great 
deal  of  joy,  and  am  your  very  humble  ser- 
vant." So  saying,  he  left  my  father  in  a 
situation  easily  imagined.  However,  he  did 
not  long  hesitate ;  for  being  perfectly  well 
acquainted  with  his  father's  disposition,  he 
didf  not  doubt  that  he  was  glad  of  this  pre- 
tence to  get  rid  of  him ;  and  ms  resolves  being 
invariable  as  the  laws  of  the  Medes  and  Per- 
sians, he  knew  it  would  be  to  no  purpose  to 
attempt  him  by  prayers  and  entreaties ;  so, 
without  any  further  application,  he  betook 
himself,  with  his  disconsolate  bedfellow,  to 
a  farm-house,  where  an  old  servant  of  his 
mother  dwelt :  there  they  remained  some  time 
in  a  situation  but  ill  adapted  to  the  elegance 
of  their  desires  and  tenderness  of  their  love ; 
which,  nevertheless,  my  father  chose  to 
endure,  rather  than  to  supplicate  an  unna- 
tural and  inflexible  parent :  but  my  mother, 
foreseeing  the  inconveniences  to  which  she 
must  have  been  exposed,  had  she  been  de- 
livered in  this  place  (and  her  pregnancy  was 
very  far  advanced),  without  communicating 
her  design  to  her  husband,  went  in  disguise 
to  the  house  of  my  grandfather;  hoping  that 
her  tears  and  condition  would  move  him  to 
compassion,  and  reconcile  him  to  an  event 
which  was  now  irrevocably  past.  She  found 
means  to  deceive  the  servants,  and  was  in- 
troduced as  an  unfortunate  lady,  who  wanted 
to  complain  of  some  matrimonial  grievances ; 
it  being  my  grandfather's  particular  province 
to  decide  in  all  cases  of  scandal.  She  was 
accordingly  admitted  into  his  presence; 
where,  discovering  herself,  she  fell  at  his 
feet,  and,  in  the  most  affecting  manner, 
implored  his  forgiveness ;  at  the  same  time 
representing  the  danger  that  threatened  not 
onl^  her  life,  but  that  of  his  own  grandchild, 
which  was  about  to  see  the  light.  He  told 
her  he  was  sorry  that  the  indiscretion  of  her 
and  his  son  had  compelled  him  to  make  a 
vow,  which  put  it  out  of  his  power  to  give 
them  any  assistance:  that  he  had  already 
imparted  his  thoughts  on  that  subject  to  her 
husband,  and  was  surprised  that  they  should 
disturb  his  peace  with  any  further  importu- 
nity. This  said,  he  retired.  The  violence 
of  my  mother's  affliction  had  such  an  effect 
on  her  constitution,  that  she  was  immediately 
seized  with  the  pains  of  childbed;  and  had 
not  an  old  maid-servant,  to  whom  she  was 
very  dear,  aflbrded  her  pity  and  assistance, 
at  the  hazard  of  incurring  my  grandfather's 
displeasure,  she  and  the  innocent  fruit  of  her 
womb  must  have  fallen  miserable  victims  of 
his  ri^ur  and  inhumanity.  By  the  friend- 
ship of  this  poor  woman,  she  was  carried  up 
to  a.  garret,  and  immediately  delivered  of  a 
man-child,  the  story  of  whose  unfortunate 
birth  he  him^lf  now  relates.  My  father 
beinff  informed  of  what  had  happened,  flew 
to  the  embraces  of  his  darling  spouse ;  and 


while  he  loaded  his  ofisprinff  with  paternal 
caresses,  could  not  forbear  wedding  a  flood 
of  tears,  on  beholding  the  dear  partner  of  his 
heart  (for  whose  ease  he  would  have  sacri- 
ficed the  treasures  of  the  east)  stretched  upon 
a  flock-bed  in  a  miserable  apartment,  unable 
to  protect  her  from  the  inclemencies  of  the 
weather.  It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  the 
old  gentleman  was  ignorant  or  what  passed, 
though  he  aflTected  to  know  nothing  of  the 
matter,  and  pretended  to  be  ver}i  much  sur- 
prised, when  one  of  his  grandchildren,  by 
his  eldest  son,  deceased,  who  lived  with  him 
as  his  heir  apparent,  acquainted  him  with  the 
aflair:  he  determined,  therefore,  to  observe 
no  medium,  but  immediately  (on  the  third 
day  after  her  delivery)  sent  her  a  peremptory 
order  to  be  gone,  and  turned  ofl*  the  servant 
who  had  preserved  her  life.  This  behaviour 
so  exasperated  my  father,  that  he  had  re- 
course to  the  most  dreadful  imprecations; 
and,  on  his  bare  knees,  implored  that  Heaven 
would  renounce  him,  if  ever  he  should  forget 
or  forgive  the  barbarity  of  his  sire.  The 
injunes  which  this  unhappy  mother  received 
from  her  removal  in  such  circumstances,  and 
the  want  of  necessaries  where  she  lod^d, 
together  with  her  grief  and  anxiety  of  mind, 
soon  threw  her  into  a  languishing  disorder, 
which  put  an  end  to  her  life.  My  father, 
who  loved  her  tenderly,  was  so  afiected  with 
her  death,  that  he  remained  six  weeks  de- 
prived of  his  senses ;  during  which  time  the 
people  where  he  lod^d  carried  the  infant  to 
the  old  man,  who  relented  so  far,  on  hearing 
the  melancholy  story  of  his  daughter-in-law's 
death,  and  the  deplorable  condition  of  his 
son,  as  to  send  the  child  to  nurse ;  and  he 
ordered  my  father  to  be  carried  home  to  his 
house,  where  he  soon  recovered  the  use  of 
his  reason.  Whether  this  hard-hearted  judge 
felt  any  remorse  for  his  cruel  treatment  of 
his  son  and  daughter,  or  (which  is  more  pro- 
bable) was  afraid  his  character  would  sufier 
in  the  neighbourhood,  he  professed  ^at 
sorrow  for  his  conduct  to  my  father,  v^ose 
delirium  was  succeeded  by  a  profound  melan- 
choly and  reserve.  At  len^h  he  disappeared, 
and,  notwithstanding  all  imaginable  inquiry, 
could  not  be  heard  of;  a  circumstance  which 
confirmed  most  people  in  the  opinion  of  his 
having  made  away  with  himself  in  a  fit  of 
despair.  How  I  understood  the  particulars 
of  my  birth,  will  appear  in  the  course  of  these 
memoirs. 


CHAPTER  n. 

/  grow  up — am  hated  by  my  relation*^' 
sent  to  school — neglected  By  my  grand' 
father — maltreateaby  my  master — sea* 
soned  to  adversity — Iform  cabals  against 
the  pedant — am  debarred  access  to  my 
grandfather — hunted  by  his  heir^'I  ds- 
molish  the  teeth  of  his  tutor. 
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Tmnts  were  not  wantin^f  some  who  sus- 
pected my  uncles  of  being  concerned  in  my 
ftther's  mte,  on  the  sup^ition  that  they 
would  all  share  in  the  patrimony  destined  for 
him ;  and  this  conjecture  was  strengthened 
by  reflecting,  HulU  in  all  his  calamities,  they 
never  discovered  the  least  inclination  to  serve 
him;  but,  on  the  eontrary,  by  all  the  artifices 
in  their  power,  ibd  his  father's  resentment, 
•nd  supported  his  j^lution  of  leaving  him 
to  miseiy  and  want^Mit  people  of  jnd^ent 
treated  this  insinuamn  as  an  idle  chimera; 
becanae,  had  my  relations  been  so  wicked  as 
to  consult  their  interest  by  committing  such 
«n  atrocious  crime,  the  &te  of  my  father 
would  have  extended  to  me  too,  whose  life 
was  another  obstacle  to  their  expectation. 
Meanwhile,  I  grew  apace;  and  sjb  I  strongly 
lesemUed  my  nther,  who  was  the  darlinff  of 
the  tenants,  I  wanted  nothing  which  ueir 
indigent  circumstances  could  afibrd:  but 
their  fiivour  was  a  weak  resource  against  the 
JMloos  enmity  of  my  cousins,  who,  the  more 
my  infuK^  promised,  conceived  the  more 
implamble  hatred  against  me ;  and  before  I 
was  six  years  of  age,  had  so  effectually 
blockaded  my  grandfather,  that  I  never  saw 
him  but  by  stealth,  when  I  sometimes  made 
up  to  his  chair,  as  he  sat  to  view  his  labourers 
iu  the  field;  on  which  occasions  he  would 
stroke  my  head,  bid  me  be  a  good  boy,  and 
promise  to  take  care  of  me.  I  was  soon 
after  sent  to  school  at  a  village  hard  by,  of 
which  he  had  been  dictator  time  out  of  mind : 
but  as  he  neither  paid  for  my  board,  nor  sup- 
plied me  with  clothes,  books,  or  other  necess- 
aries I  required,  my  condition  was  very 
ragged  and  contemptible;  and  the  school- 
master, who,  through  fear  of  mv  grandfather, 
taught  me  grmtia,  save  himself  no  concern 
about  the  progress  I  made  under  his  instruc- 
tion. In  spite  of  all  these  difficulties  and 
dispaces,  I  became  a  good  proficient  in  the 
Latm  tongue ;  and  as  soon  as  I  could  write 
tolerably,  pestered  my  grandfiither  with  let- 
ten  to  suck  a  depee,  that  he  sent  for  my 
master,  and  chid  him  severely  for  bestowing 
such  pains  on  my  education,  telling  him,  that 
if  ever  I  should  be  brought  to  the  gallows  for 
forgery,  which  he  had  taught  me  to  commit, 
my  blood  would  lie  on  his  head.  The  pedant, 
wno  dreaded  nothing  more  than  the  oisplea- 
sure  of  his  patron,  assured  his  honour,  that 
the  boy's  ability  was  more  owing  to  his  own 
genius  and  application,  than  to  any  instruc- 
tion or  encouragement  he  received;  that, 
idthonrii  he  couldnot  divest  him  of  the  know- 
ledge ne  had  alrmdy  imbibed,  unless  he  would 
empower  him  to  disable  his  fingers,  he  should 
enroavour,  with  God's  help,  to  prevent  his 
fbtnre  improvement.  And,  indeed,  he  punc- 
tually performed  what  he  had  undertaicen; 
for,  on  pretence  that  I  had  writ  impertinent 
letters  to  my  ffrandfather,  he  caused  a  board 
to  be  made  with  ^ye  holes  in  it,  through  which 
he  thrust  the  fingers  and  thumb  of  my  right 
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hand,  and  fastened  it  with  whip-cord  to  my 
wrist,  in  such  a  manner  as  effectually  debarred 
me  the  use  of  my  pen.  But  this  restraint  I 
was  freed  firom  in  a  few  days,  by  an  accident 
which  happened  in  a  quarrel  between  me  and 
another  boy ;  who,  taking  upon  him  to  insult 
my  poverty,  I  was  so  incensed  at  his  ungen- 
erous reproach,  that,  with  one  stroke  of  my 
machine,  I  cut  him  to  the  scull,  to  the  great 
terror  of  myself  and  school-fellows,  who  left 
him  bleeding  on  the  ground,  and  ran  to  inform 
the  master  of  what  had  happened.  I  was  so 
severely  punished  for  this  trespass,  that, 
were  I  to  live  to  the  age  of  Methuselah,  the 
impression  it  made  on  me  would  not  be 
effaced;  no  more  than  the  antipathy  and 
horror  I  conceived  for  the  merciless  tyrant 
who  infiicted  it.  The  contempt  which  my 
appearance  naturally  produced  in  all  who  saw 
me,  the  continual  wants  to  which  I  was  ex- 
posed, and  my  own  haughty  disposition, 
unpatient  of  amtmts,  involved  me  in  a  thou, 
sand  troublesome  adventures,  by  which  I  was 
at  lenffth  inured  to  adversity,  and  emboldened 
to  undertakings  far  above  my  years.  I  waa 
often  inhumanly  scouived  for  crimes  I  did 
not  commit ;  because,  having  the  character 
of  a  vagabond  in  the  village,  every  piece  of 
mischief,  whose  author  lav  unknown,  waa 
charged  upon  me.  I  have  been  found  guilty 
of  robbing  orchards  I  never  entered ;  of  killiiij; 
cats  I  never  hurt ;  of  stealing  gingerbread 
I  never  touched ;  and  of  abusing  old  women 
I  never  saw.  Nay,  a  stammering  carpenter 
had  eloquence  enough  to  persuade  my  master 
that  I  fired  a  pistol,  loaded  with  small  shot, 
into  his  window;  though  my  landlady  and 
the  whole  femily  bore  witness  that  I  was 
a-bed  fast  asleep  at  the  time  when  this  out- 
rage  was  committed.  I  was  once  flogged 
for  having  narrowly  escaped  drowning,  by 
the  sinking  of  a  ferry-boat  in  which  I  was  a 
passenger ;  another  time  for  having  recovered 
of  a  bruise  occasioned  by  a  horse  and  cart 
running  over  me ;  a  third  time  for  being  bit 
by  a  baker's  dog.  In  short,  whether  I  was 
guilty  or  unfortunate,  the  correction  and 
sympathy  of  this  arbitrary  pedagogue  were 
the  same.  Far  from  being  subdued  by  this 
infernal  usage,  my  indignation  triumphed  over 
that  slavish  ajye  which  had  hitherto  enforced 
my  obedience ;  and  the  more  my  years  and 
knowledge  increased,  the  more  I  perceived 
the  injustice  and  barbarity  of  his  behaviour. 

a  the  help  of  an  uncommon  genius,  and  the 
rice  ano  direction  of  our  usher,  who  had 
served  my  father  in  his  travels,  I  made  a  sur- 
prising  progress  in  the  classics,  writing,  and 
arithmetic;  so  that,  before  I  was  twelve 
years  old,  I  was  allowed  by  every  body  to 
be  the  best  scholar  in  the  school.  This 
qualification,  together  with  a  boldness  of 
temper,  and  strength  of  make,  which  had 
subjected  almost  allmy  contemporaries, ^vo 
me  such  influence  over  them,  that  I  began  to 
form  cabals  against  my  persecutor,  and  was 
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in  hope  of  beingr  able  to  bid  him  defiance  in  a 
very  abort  time.  Being  at  the  head  of  a  fac- 
tion consisting  of  thirty  boys,  most  of  them 
of  my  own  age,  I  was  determined  to  jnit  their 
metal  to  trial,  that  I  might  know  how  far  they 
were  to  be  depended  upon*  before  I  put  my 
grand  scheme  in  execution :  with  this  view 
we  attacked  a  body  of  stout  apprentices*  who 
had  taken  possession  of  a  part  of  the  ground 
allotted  to  us  for  the  scene  of  our  diversionsi 
and  who  were  then  playing  at  ninepins  on 
the  spot :  but  I  had  the  mortification  to  see 
my  aaherents  routed  in  an  instant,  and  a  leg 
of  one  of  them  broken  in  his  flight,  by  the 
bowl,  which  one  of  our  adversaries  had  de- 
tached in  pursuit  of  us.  This  discomfiture 
did  not  hinder  us  from  engaging  them  after- 
wards in  freauent  skirmishes,  wiSch  we  main- 
tained by  tnrowing  stones  at  a  distance, 
wherein  I  received  many  wounds,  the  scars 
of  which  still  remain.  Our  enemies  were  so 
harassed  and  interrupted  by  these  alarms, 
that  they  at  last  abandoned  their  conquest, 
and  left  us  to  the  peaceable  enjoyment  of  our 
own  territories.  It  would  be  endless  to  enu- 
merate the  exploits  we  performed  in  the 
course  of  this  confederacy,  which  became 
the  terror  of  the  whole  village ;  insomuch, 
that  when  different  interests  divided  it,  one 
of  the  parties  commonly  courted  the  assist- 
ance of  Roderick  Random  (by  which  name 
I  was  known)  to  cast  the  balance,  and  keep 
the  opposite  faction  in  awe.  Meanwhile,  I 
took  the  advantage  of  every  play-day  to  pre- 
sent myself  before  my  grandfather,  to  whom 
I  seldom  found  access,  by  reason  of  his  being 
closely  besieffcd  by  a  numerous  family  of  his 
female  granochildren,  who,  though  they  per- 
petually quarrelled  among  themselves,  never 
failed  to  join  against  roe,  as  the  common 
enemy  of  all.  His  heir,  who  was  about  the 
age  of  eighteen,  minded  nothing  but  fox- 
hunting, and,  indeed,  was  qualified  for  nothing 
else,  notwithstanding  his  grandfather's  indul- 
gence in  entertaining  a  tutor  for  him  at  home, 
who  at  the  same  time  pei^rmed  the  office 
of  parish-clerk.  This  young  Acteon,  who 
inherited  his  grandfather's  antipathy  to  every 
thing  in  distress,  never  set  eyes  on  me  with- 
out uncoupling  his  beagles,  and  hunting  me 
into  some  co^ige  or  other,  whither  I  gene- 
rally fled  for  shelter.  In  this  Christian 
amusement  he  was  encouraged  by  his  pre- 
ceptor, who,  no  doubt,  took  such  opportunities 
to  ingratiate  l^imself  with  the  rising  sun,  ob- 
serving that  the  old  gentleman,  according  to 
the  course  of  nature,  had  not  lonff  to  live,  for 
he  was  akeady  on  the  verge  of  fourscore. 
The  behaviour  of  this  rascally  sycophant 
incensed'ine  so  much,  that  one  day,  when  I 
was  beleaguered  by  him  and  his  hounds  in  a 
fanner's  house,  where  I  had  found  protection, 
I  took  aim  at  him  (being  an  excellent  marks- 
man) with  a  large  pebble,  which  struck  out 
four  of  his  fore-teeth,  and  eflfectually  inca^ 
pacitated  him  for  doing  the  office  of  t  clerk. 


CHAPTER  UL 

My  mother' $  brother  arrivee^~^dieve$ 
a  description  of  him~~he  goes  aiong  with 
me  to  the  houee  of  my  gran^father-'-u  en- 
eountered  by  hia  doge— defeats  them  after 
a  bloody  engagements-^  admitted  to  the 
old  gentleman— a  dialogue  between  them* 


ly^Bther's  only  brother, 
amad,  lieutenant  of  a 


About  this  time,  m] 
who  had  been  long 
man  of. war,  arrived  in  his  own  country; 
where,  being  informed  of  my  condition,  he 
came  to  see  me,  and,  out  of  his  slender 
finances,  not  only  supplied  me  with  what 
necessaries  I  wanted  for  the  present,  bat 
resolved  not  to  leave  the  country  until  he  had 
prevailed  on  my  grandfiither  to  settle  some- 
thing handsome  on  me  for  the  future.  This 
was  a  task  to  which  he  was  by  no  means 
equal,  being  entirely  ignorant  not  only  of  the 
judge's  disposition,  but  aiso  unacquainted 
with  the  ways  of  men  in  general,  to  which 
his  education  on-bovd  had  kept  him  an  utter 
stranger.  He  was  a  strong  built  man,  soine- 
what  iMindy-legged,  with  a  neck  like  that  of 
a  bull,  and  a  face  which  (you  might  easily 
perceive)  had  withstood  the  most  obstinate 
assaults  of  the  weather.  His  dress  consisted 
of  a  soldier's  coat  altered  for  him  by  the 
ship's  tailor,  a  striped  flannel  jacket,  a  pair 
of  red  breeches,  japanned  with  pitch,  clean 
grey  worsted  stockings,  large  silver  buckles 
that  covered  three-fourths  of  his  shoes,  a 
silver  laced  hat,  whose  crown  overlooked  the 
brim  about  an  inch  and  a  half,  a  black  bob- 
wig  in  buckle,  a  check  shirt,  a  silk  handker- 
chief, a  hanger  with  a  brass  handle,  girded 
to  his  thi^  by  a  tarnished  laced  belt,  and  a 
good  oak  plant  under  his  arm.  Thus  equipped, 
he  set  out  with  me  (who,  by  his  bounty,  made 
a  very  deceit  appearance)  for  my  grand- 
father's house;  where  we  were  sainted  by 
Jowler  and  Cesar,  whom  my  cousin,  young 
master,  had  let  loose  at  our  approach.  Being 
well  acquainted  with  the  inveteracy  of  these 
curs,  I  was  about  to  betake  myself  to  my 
heels,  when  my  uncle  seized  me  with  one 
hand,  brandished  his  cudgel  with  the  other, 
and  at  one  blow  laid  Cesar  sprawling  on  the 
ground ;  but  finding  himself  attacked  at  the 
same  time  in  the  rear  bv  Jowler,  and  fearing 
Cesar  might  recover,  he  drew  his  hanger, 
wheeled  about,  and,  by  a  lucky  stroke,  severed 
Jowler's  head  from  his  body.  By  this  time 
the  young  fox-hunter  and  three  servants, 
armed  wiUi  pitch-forks  and  flails,  were  come 
to  the  assistance  of  the  dogs,  whom  they 
found  breathless  upon  the  field;  and  my 
cousin  was  so  provoked  at  the  deeJth  of  his 
favourites,  that  he  ordered  his  attendants  to 
advance,  and  take  vengeance  on  their  execu- 
tioner, whom  he  load^  with  all  the  curses 
and  reproaches  his  anger  could  soffgciit. 
Upon  which  my  uncle  stepped  forwardwith 
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an  undaunted  air,  at  the  siffht  of  whose  bloody 
weapon  his  antagoniate  fell  back  with  pre- 
cipitation,  when  he  accosted  their  leader 
thus :  '*  Lookee,  brother,  your  don  have 
boarded  me  without  provocation — what  I  did 
was  in  my  own  defence.  So  yoa  had  best 
be  civil,  and  let  us  shoot  a^head  clear  of  you." 
Whether  the  yonnff  squire  misinterpreted 
my  uncle's  desire  of  peace,  or  waa  enraged 
at  the  fate  of  his  hounds  beyond  his  usual 
pitch  of  resolution^!  know  not;  but  he 
snatched  a  flail  from  one  of  his  followers,  and 
came  up  with  a  show  of  assaulting  the  lieu- 
tenant, who,  putting  himself  in  a  posture  of 
defence,  proceeded  thus :  "  Lookee,  you  lub- 
beily  son  of  a  w— e,  if  you  come  athwart  me, 
'ware  of  your  gingerbread  work ;  Pll  be  foul 
of  your  quarter,  d — ^n  me."  This  declara- 
tion, followed  by  a  flourish  of  his  hanger, 
seemed  to  check  the  progress  of  the  young 
gentleman's  choler,  who,  looking  behiDd  him, 

Eerceived  his  attendants  had  slunk  into  the 
ouse,  shut  the  gate,  and  left  him  to  decide 
the  contention  by  himself.  Here  a  parley 
ensued,  which  was  introduced  by  my  cousin's 
asking,  "  Who  the  d — ^1  are  you  ? — What 
do  you  want  ? — Some  scoundrel  of  a  seaman, 
I  suppose,  who  has  deserted,  and  turned  thief. 
But  don't  think  you  shall  escape,  sirrah — I'll 
have  you  hanged,  you  d6g,  I  will — ^your  blood 
shall  pay  for  that  of  my  two  hounds,  you 
raggamcmn.  I  would  not  have  parted  with 
them  to  save  your  whole  generation  from 
the  gallows,  you  ruffian  you."  **None  of 
your  jaw,  you  swab— -none  of  your  jaw," 
replied  my  uncle,  '*  else  I  shall  trim  your 
laced  jacket  fer  you — ^I  shall  rub  you  down 
with  an  oaken  towel,  my  boy, — ^I  shall."  So 
saying,  he  sheathed  his  hanger  and  grasped 
bis  cudgel.  Meanwhile,  the  people  of  the 
house  beinff  alarmed,  one  of  my  female  cou- 
sins opened  a  window,  and  asked  what  was 
the  matter !  "  The  matter !"  answered  the 
lieutenant,  ^  no  great  matter,  young  woman. 
I  have  business  with  the  old  gentleman,  and 
this  spatk,  belike,  won't  allow  me  to  come 
alongside 'of  him,  that's  all."  After  a  few 
minutes  pause,  we  were  admitted,  and  con- 
ducted  to  ny  grandfather's  chamber,  through 
a  lane  of  my  relations,  who  honoured  me 
with  very  significant  looks  as  I  passed  along. 
When  we  came  into  the  judge's  presence, 
my  uncle,  after  two  or  three  sea-bows,  ex- 
pressed himself  in  this  manner :  ^*  Your 
servant— *y our  servant.  What  cheer,  father  1 
what  cheer? — I  suppose  you  don't  know  me— 
mayhap  vou  don't— -my  name  is  Tom  Bowl- 
ine—ana this  here  boy,  you  look  as  if  you 
did  not  know  him  neither— 'tis  like  yon 
mayn't.  He's  new  rigged,  i'faith !  his  doth 
don't  now  shake  in  the  wind  so  much  as  it 
wont  to  do.  Tis  my  nephew,  d'ye  see, 
Roderick  Random — ^your  own  flesh  and  blood, 
old  gentleman.  Don't  lag  astern,  you  dog," 
pnUin|r  me  forward.    My  grandfather  (who 


was  laid  up  with  the  gout)  received  this  rela- 
tion, after  his  long  absence,  with  that  cold- 
ness of  civility  which  was  peculiar  to  him ; 
told  him  he  was  glad  to  see  him,  and  desired 
him  to  sit  down.  **  Thank  ye,  thank  ye,  sir, 
I  had  as  lief  stand ;"  said  my  uncle,  **  for  my 
own  part,  I  desire  nothmff  of  you ;  but  if  you 
have  any  conscienoe  at  sB,  do  something  for 
this  poor  boy,  who  has  been  used  at  a  very 
unchristian  rate.  Unchristian  do  I  call  it  ?— - 
I  am  sure  the  Moon  in  Barbary  have  more 
humanity  than  to  leave  their  ktUe  ones  to 
want.  I  would  fam  know  why  mv  sister's 
son  is  more  neglected  than  that  there  fair, 
weather  Jack ;"  (pointing  to  the  j^oune  sou  ire, 
who,  with  the  rest  of  my  cousins,  had  fol- 
lowed us  into  the  room).  **  Is  not  he  as  near 
akin  to  you  as  the  other  1  Is  he  not  much 
handsomer  and  better  built  than  that  great 
chuckle-head  1 — Come,  come,  consider,  old 
gentleman,  you  are  going  in  a  short  time  to 
give  an  account  of  your  evil  actions.  Re« 
member  the  wrongs  you  did  his  father,  and 
make  all  the  satisfaction  in  voor  power,  before 
it  be  too  late.  The  least  thing  you  can  do  is 
to  settle  his  fether's  portion  on  lum."  The 
young  ladies,  who  thought  themselves  too 
much  concerned  to  contain  themselves  any 
longer,  set  up  their  throats  altogether  against 
my  protector,—'*  scurvy  companion, — saucy 
tarpaulin, — ^rude,  impertinent  fellow!— did 
he  think  to  prescribe  to  grandpapa  1  His 
sister's  brat  bad  been  too  well  taken  care 
of, — grandpapa  was  too  just  not  to  make  a 
difference  between  an  unnatural,  rebellious 
son,  and  his  dutiful  loving  children,  who  took 
his  advice  in  all  things ;"— and  such  express- 
ions were  vented  against  him  with  great 
violence,  until  the  judge  at  length  commanded 
silence.  He  calinly  rebukecT  my  uncle  fer 
his  unmannerly  behaviour,  which  he  said  he 
would  excuse  on  account  of  his  education ; 
he  told  him  he  had  been  very  kind  to  the  boy, 
whom  he  had  kept  at  school  seven  or  eight 
years,  althou^  he  was  informed  he  made  no 
progress  in  his  learning,  but  was  addicted  to 
all  manner  of  vice,  which  he  rather  believed, 
because  he  himself  was  witness  to  a  barbar- 
ous piece  of  mischief  he  had  committed  on 
the  jaws  of  his  chaplain.  But,  however,  he 
would  see  what  the  lad  was  fit  for,  and  bind 
him  apprentice  to  some  honest  tradesman  or 
other,  provided  he  would  mend  his  manners, 
aud  behave  fer  the  future  as  became  him. 
The  honest  tar  (whose  pride  and  indiffnatioo 
boiled  within  him)  answered  my  grandfather, 
that  it  was  true  he  had  sent  him  to  school, 
but  it  had  cost  him  nothing,  for  he  had  never 
been  at  one  shilling  expense  to  furnish  him 
with  food,  raiment,  books,  or  other  necess- 
aries ;  so  that  it  was  not  to  be  much  won- 
dered at,  if  the  boy  made  small  progress  rand 
yet,  whoever  told  him  so,  was  a  lying  lub- 
berly rascal,  and  deserved  to  be  keei-hauled : 
for,  though  he  (the  lieutenant)  did  not  under- 
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stand  thoM  matten  hiniMlf,  he  was  well 
infbnned  as  how  Roiy  was  the  best  scholar 
of  his  %ge  in  all  the  country ;  the  truth  of 
which  he  would  maintain  by  laying  a  wager 
of  his  whole  half-year's  pay  on  the  boy's 
head ;  (with  these  words  he  pulled  out  his 
purse,  and  challenged  the  company). — **  Nei- 
ther is  he  prtdieted  to  yice,  as  you  affirm, 
but  rather  left  like  a  wreck,  d'ye  see,  at  the 
mercy  of  the  wind  and  weather,  by  your 
neglect,  old  gentleman.  As  for  what  nap- 
pened  to  your  chaplain,  I  am  only  sorry  that 
ne  did  not  knock  out  the  scoundrel's  brains, 
instead  of  his  teeth.  By  the  Lord !  if  ever  I 
come  up  with  him,  he  had  better  be  in  Green- 
land,— that's  all.  Thank  you  fbr  your  cour- 
teous offer,  of  binding  the  lad  apprentice  to 
a  tradesman.  I  suppose  you  would  make  a 
tailor  of  him — ^would  you  ?  I  had  rather  see 
him  hang'd,  d'ye  see.  Come  along,  Rory,  I 
perceive  how  the  land  lies,  my  roy, — diet's 
tack  about,  i'fidth, — ^while  I  have  a  shilling 
thou  shan't  want  a-tester.  B'wi'ye,  old  gen- 
tleman, you're  bound  for  the  other  world,  but 
I  believe  damnably  ill  provided  for  the  voyage. 
Thus  ended  our  visit ;  and  we  returned  to  3ie 
village,  my  unole  muttering  curses  all  the 
way  against  the  old  shark  and  the  young  fry 
thJ[  sSi^Hmded  him.  ^    ^    ^ 


CHAPTER  IV. 

My  grandfather  fnake$  hU  tot /I— -ou  r  iecond 
viait — he  die$ — hie  wiU  is  read  in  pre^ 
ience  of  all  hie  living  de$eendant9 — the 
disappmtUtnent  of  my  female  eousint — 
my  uncle*$  behatnour, 

A  FKW  weeks  after  our  first  visit,  we  were 
informed  that  the  old  iudge,  at  the  end  of  a 
fit  of  thoughtfulness,  which  lasted  three  days, 
had  sent  for  a  notary,  and  made  his  will ;  that 
the  disorder  had  mounted  from  his  legs  to  his 
stomach ;  and  being  conscious  of  his  approach- 
ing end,  he  had  desired  to  see  all  his  descend- 
ants without  exception.  In  obedience  to 
this  summons,  my  uncle  set  out  with  me  a 
second  time,  to  receive  the  last  benediction 
of  my  grandfather:  often  repeating  by  the 
road^**  Ey,  ey,  we  have  brought  up  the  old 
hulk  at  last :  you  shall  see, — you  shall  see 
the  effect  of  my  admonition.''  When  we 
entered  his  chamber,  which  was  crowded 
with  his  relations,  we  advanced  to  the  bed- 
side, where  we  found  him  in  his  last  agonies, 
supported  by  two  of  his  ji^rand-daughters, 
who  sat  on  each  side  of  him  sobbing  most 
piteously,  and  wiping  away  the  froth  and 
slaver  as  it  jp^athered  on  his  lips,  which  thev 
fVequently  kissed  with  a  show  of  great  anguish 
and  affection.  My  uncle  approached  him 
with  these  words :  "  What !  he's  not  a-weigh. 
How  fare  ye,  how  fkre  ye,  old  gentleman  1 — 
Lord  have  mercy  upon  your  poor  sinful  soul." 
Upon  which  the  dying  man  turned  his  languid 


eyes  towards  us,  and  Mr  Bowling  went  on, 
here's  poor  Rory  come  to  see  you  before 


ri^teous  Judge  above, — an't  there? — ^He 
minds  me  no  more  than  a  porpuss.  Yes, 
yes,  he's  a-going, — the  land  crabs  will  have 
him,  I  see  that ;  his  anchor's  a-peak,  i'fiuth.'* 
This  homely  conversation  scandalized  the 
company  so  much,  and  especially  the  parson, 
who  probably  thought  his  province  invaded, 
that  we  were  obliged  to  retire  into  another 
room,  where,  in  a  rew  minutes,  we  were  con- 
vinced of  my  grandfather's  decease,  by  a 
dismal  yell  uttered  by  the  young  ladies  in  his 
apartment ;  whither  we  immediately  hastened, 
and  found  his  heir,  who  had  retired  a  little 
before  into  a  closet,  under  pretence  of  giving 
vent  to  his  sorrow,  asking,  with  a  counte- 
nance beslubbered  with  tears,  if  his  grandpapa 
was  certainly  dead? — <'I>ead!"  says  my 
uncle,  looking  at  the  body,  «<  ay,  ay,  I'll  war- 
rant him  as  dead  as  a  herring.  Odd's  fish  ! 
now  my  dream  is  out,  for  all  the  world.  I 
thought  I  stood  upon  the  forecastle,  and  saw 
a  parcel  of  carrion  crows  foul  of  a  dead  shark 
that  floated  alonsside,  and  the  devil  perching 
on  our  sprit-sail-yard,  in  the  likeness  of  a 
blue  bear, — v^ho,  d'ye  see,  jumped  overboard 
upon  the  carcass,  and  carried  it  to  the  bottom 
in  his  claws."  **  Out  upon  thee,  reprobate," 
cried  the  parson,  *'  out  upon  thee,  blasphem- 
ous wretch ! — Dost  thou  think  his  honour's 
soul  is  in  the  possession  of  Satan  ?"  The 
clamour  immediately  arose,  and  my  poor 
uncle,  being  shouldered  from  one  comer  of 
the  room  to  the  other,  was  obliged  to  lug  out 
in  his  own  defence,  and  swear  he  would  turn 
out  for  no  man,  till  such  time  as  he  knew 
who  had  a  title  to  send  him  adrift.  **  None 
of  your  tricks  upon  travellers,"  said  he; 
**  mayliap  old  bufir  has  left  my  kinsman  here 
his  heir : — If  he  has,  it  will  be  better  for  his 
miserable  soul.  Odd's  bob:  I'd  desire  no 
better  news.  I'd  soon  make  him'  a  clear 
ship,  I  warrant  you."  To  avoid  any  further 
disturbance,  one  of  my  grandfather's  execo- 
tors,  who  was  present,  assured  Mr  Bowling, 
that  his  nephew  should  have  all  manner  of 
justice ;  that  a  day  should  be  appointed,  after 
the  funeral,  for  examining  the  papers  of  the 
deceased,  in  presence  of  all  his  relations : 
till  which  time  every  desk  and  cabinet  in 
the  house  should  remain  close  sealed ;  and 
that  he  was  very  welcome  to  be  witness  to 
this  ceremony,  which  was  immediately  per- 
formed to  his  satisfaction.  In  the  meantime, 
orders  were  given  to  provide  mourning  for 
all  the  relations,  in  which  number  I  was 
included :  but  my  uncle  would  not  suffer  me 
to  accept  of  it,  until  I  should  be  assured 
whether  or  not  I  had  reason  to  honour  his 
memory  so  far.  During  this  interval,  the 
conjectures  of  people  with  regard  to  the  old 
gentleman's  wUl  were  various.    As  it  was 


ADVENTURES  OF  RODERICK  RANDOM. 


21 


w^  known  he  htd»  besides  his  landed  estate* 
^^ch  was  worth  £700  per  annum,  six  or 
seven  thousand  pounds  at  interest,  some 
imagined  that  the  whole  real  estate  (which 
he  had  greatlr  improved)  would  go  to  the 
Voung  man  whom  he  always  entertained  as 
his  heir ;  and  that  the  money  would  be  equally 
divided  between  my  female  cousins  (five  in 
number)  and  me.  Others  were  of  opinion, 
that  as  the  rest  of  his  children  had  been 
already  provided  for,  he  would  only  bequeath 
two  or  three  hundred  pounds  to  each  of  his 
grand-daughters,  and  leave  the  bulk  of  the 
sum  to  me,  to  atone  for  his  unnatural  usage 
of  my  father.  At  length  the  important  hour 
arrived,  and  the  will  was  proauced  in  the 
midst  of  the  expectants,  whose  looks  and 
gestures  formed  a  ^up  that  would  have 
been  very  entertaimng  to  an  unconcerned 
spectator.  But  the  r^er  can  scarce  con- 
ceive the  astonishment  and  mortification  that 
appeared,  when  the  attorney  pronounced 
aloud, — ^the  young  squire  sole  heir  of  all  his 
grand&ther's  estate,  personal  and  real.  My 
uncle,  who  had  listened  with  ffreat  attention, 
Slicking  the  head  of  his  cudgel  all  the  while, 
accompanied  these  words  of  the  attorney 
with  a  stare  and  lohew,  that  alarmed  the 
whole  assembly.  The  eldest  and  pertest  of 
my  female  competitors,  who  bad  been  always 
very  officious  about  my  grandfiither's  person, 
inquired  with  a  fiuiltering  accent,  and  visage 
as  yellow  as  an  orange,  '*  if  there  were  no 
legacies  ?"  and  was  answered,  *'  none  at  all." 
Upon  which  she  fiiinted  away.  The  rest, 
whose  expectations,  perhaps,  were  not  so 
sanguine,  supported  their  disappointment 
with  more  resolution;  though  not  without 
giving  evident  marks  of  indignation,  and 
grief,  at  least  as  genuine  as  that  which  ap- 

Siared  in  them  at  the  old  gentleman's  death. 
y  conductor,  after  having  kicked  with  his 
heel  for  some  time  against  the  wainscot, 
began :  "  So,  there's  no  legacy,  friend :  ha ! 
here's  an  old  succubus :  but  somebody's  soul 
howls  for  it,  d — ^n  me  \"  The  parson  of  the 
parish,  who  was  one  of  the  executors  and 
nad  acted  as  ghostlv  director  to  the  old  man, 
no  sooner  heard  this  exclamation  than  he 
cried  out,  "Avaunt,  unchristian  reyiler! 
avaunt ! — wilt  thou  not  allow  the  soul  of  his 
honour  to  rest  in  peace  1"  But  this  zealous 
pastor  did  not  find  himself  so  warmly  seconded 
as  formerly  by  the  young  ladies,  who  now 

C'  '  ed  my  uncle  against  him,  and  accused 
of  having  acted  the  part  of  a  busy-body 
with  their  grandpapa;  whose  ears  he  had 
certainly  abused  by  false  stories  to  their  pre- 
judice, or  else  he  would  not  have  neglected 
them  in  such  an  unnatural  manner.  The 
young  squbre  was  much  diverted  with  this 
scene,  and  whispered  to  my  uncle,  that,  if 
he  had  not  murdered  his  dogs,  he  would  have 
shown  him  glorious  fun,  bv  hunting  a  black 
badgper  (so  he  termed  the  clergyman).  The 
mm  tieotenant,  who  was  not  in  a  humour 


to  relish  this  amusement,  replied,  "  You  and 
your  dogs  may  be  d— d.  I  suppose  you'U 
find  them  with  your  old  dad,  in  tne  latitude 
of  hell.  Come,  Rory — about  ship,  my  lad, — 
we  must  steer  another  course,  I  think." 
And  away  we  went. 


^ 


CHAPTER  V. 


1  am 


The  schooltiuuter  uses  me  harhttrmul 

form  a  mroject  ofrevenget  in  ibhich 

auistea  by  my  uncle — I  leave  the  village 
—am  eettled  at  a  univereity  by  his  gene- 
roeitf. 

On  our  way  back  to  the  village,  my  uncle 
spoke  not  a  word  during  the  space  of  a  whole 
hour,  but  whistled,  with  great  vehemence, 
the  tune  of  Why  ehoulawe  quarrel  for 
riches^  4^.  his  visage  being  contracted  all 
the  whDe  into  a  most  formi&ble  frown.  At 
length  his  pace  increased  to  such  a  degree, 
that  I  was  lefl  behind  a  considerable  way. 
Then  he  waited  for  me ;  and  when  I  was 
almost  up  with  him,  called  out  in  a  surly 
tone,  *'  Bear  a  hand,  damme !  must  I  bring- 
to  eveiy  minute  for  you,  you  lazy  do^l" 
Then  laying  hold  of  me  by  the  arm,  hauled 
me  along,  until  his  good  nature  (of  which 
he  had  a  great  share)  and  reflection  getting 
the  better  of  his  passion,  he  said, — **  Come, 
m^  boy,  don't  be  cast  down, — the  old  rascal 
is  in  hell, — that's  some  satisfkction ;  you  shall 
go  to  sea  with  me,  my  lad. — A  light  heart 
and  a  thin  pair  of  breechee  goes  through 
the  worlds  brave  boys,  as  the  song  goes,  eh !" 
Though  this  proposal  did  not  at  ul  suit  my 
inclination,  I  was  afraid  of  discovering  my 
aversion  to  it,  lest  I  should  disoblige  the  only 
friend  I  had  in  the  world ;  and  he  was  so 
much  a  seaman,  that  he  never  dreamt  I  could 
have  any  objection  to  his  design;  consequently 
gave  himself  no  trouble  in  consulting  my 
approbation.  But  this  resolution  was  soon 
dropt,  by  the  advice  of  our  usher,  who  assured 
Mr  Bowling,  it  would  be  a  thousand  pities 
to  baulk  my  genius,  which  would  certainly, 
one  daj,  maxe  my  fortune  on  shore,  pro- 
vided It  received  due  cultivation,  l^n 
which  this  generous  tat  determined  (though 
he  could  ill  afford  it)  to  nve  me  a  university 
education,  and  accordin^y  settled  my  board 
and  other  expenses,  at  a  town  not  many 
miles  distant,  famous  for  its  colleges,  whither 
we  repaired  in  a  short  time.  But,  before  the 
day  of  our  departure,  the  schoolmaster,  who 
no  longer  luid  the  fear  of  my  grand&ther 
before  nis  eyes,  laid  aside  all  decency  and 
restraint,  and  not  only  abused  me  in  the 
grossest  language  his  rancour  could  suggest, 
as  a  wicked,  profligate,  dull,  begffarly  mis- 
creant, whom  he  hiul  taught  out  of  charity ; 
but  also  inveighed  in  the  most  bitter  manner 
against  the  memory  of  the  judge  (who,  by 
the  by,  had  procured  that  settlement  for  hijn)^ 
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hinting  in  pretty  plain  temui,  that  the  old 
ffentleman'B  gom  was  damned  to  all  eternity 
ror  his  injustice  in  neglecting  to  pay  for  my 
learning.    This  brutJ  behaviour,  added  to 
the  suierin^  I  had  formerly  undergone* 
made  me  think  it  hiffh  time  to  be  revenged 
of  this  insolent  pecutgogue.    Having  con- 
sulted my  adherents,  I  round  them  all  staunch 
in  their  promises  to  stand  bv  me ;  and  our 
scheme  was  this.    In  the  afternoon  preced- 
ing the  day  of  my  departure  for  the  univer- 
sity, I  resolved  to  take  the  advantage  of  Uie 
Qsner's  going  out  to  make  water  (which  he 
regularly  did  at  four  o'clock),  and  shut  the 
great  door,  that  he  might  not  come  to  the 
assistance  of  his  superior.    This  being  done, 
the  assault  was  to  be  begun  by  my  advancing 
to  my  master,  and  spitting  m  his  face.    I 
was  to  be  seconded  by  two  of  the  strongest 
boys  in  the  school,  who  were  devoted  to  me ; 
their  business  was  to  join  me  in  dragging 
the  tyrant  to  a  bench,  over  which  he  was  to 
be  laid,  and  his  bare   posteriors  heartily 
flogged  with  his  own  birch,  which  we  pro- 
posed to  wrest  from  him  in  the  struggle ;  but 
if  we  should  find  him  too  many  ror  us  all 
three,  we  wer%  to  demand  the  assistance  of 
our  competitors,  who  should  be  ready  to 
reinforce  us,  or  oppose  any  thing  that  might 
be  undertaken  for  the  master's  relief    One 
of  my  principal  assistants  was  called  Jeremy 
jGrawky,  son  and  heir  of  a  wealthy  gentleman 
in  the  neighbourhood ;  and  the  name  of  the 
other  Hugh  Strap,  Uie  cadet  of  a  fiunily 
which  had  given  shoemakers  to  the  village 
time  out  of  mind.    I  had  once  saved  Grawk^'s 
life  by  plunging  into  a  liver,  and  draggmg 
him  on  shore,  when  he  was  on  the  point  of 
being  drowned.    I  had  often  rescued  him 
from  the  clutches  of  those  whom  his  insuf- 
ferable arrogance  had  provoked  to  resentment 
he  was  not  able  to  sustain ;  and  many  times 
saved  his  reputation  and  posteriors  oy  per- 
forming his  exercises  at  school ;  so  that  it  is 
not  to  DO  wondered  at  if  he  had  a  particular 
regard  for  me  and  my  interests.    The  at- 
tachment of  Strap  flowed  from  a  voluntaiy 
disinterested  inclination,  which  had  mani- 
fested itself  on  many  occasions  in  my  behalf, 
he  having  once  rendered  me  the  same  ser- 
vice  that  I  had  done  Gawky,  by  saving  my 
life  at  the  risk  of  his  own ;  and  oiten  fathered 
offences  that  I  had  committed,  for  which  he 
suffered  severely,  rather  than  I  should  feel 
the  weight  of  the  punishment  I  deserved. 
These  two  champions  were  the  more  willing 
to  enga^  in  this  enterprise,  because  they 
intenoecTto  leave  the  school  the  next  day  as 
well  as  I ;  the  first  being  ordered  by  his  &ther 
to  return  into  the  countiy,  and  the  other 
being  bound  apprentice  to  abaiber,  at  a  mar- 
ket town  not  mr  off. 

In  the  meantime,  my  uncle  being  informed 
of  m^  master's  behaviour  to  me,  was  enraged 
at  his  insolence,  and  vowed  revenge  so 
heartily,  that  I  c<Mild  not  refi^n  firom  telling 
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him  the  scheme  I  had  concerted ;  which  tt 
heard  with  fpceaX  satisfaction,  at  every  sen- 
tence sauirtmg  out  a  mouthful  of  spittle, 
tincturea  with  tobacco,  of  which  he  constandy 
chewed  a  large  quid.  At  last,  pulling  up  his 
breeches,  he  cried, — "  No,  no,  zoun£ !  that' 
wont  do  neither,— howsomever,  'tis  a  bold 
undertaking,  my  lad — that  I  must  say,  t'faith  i 
but  lookee,  lookee,  how  dost  propose  to  get 
clear  offi — ^won't  the  enemy  give  chase,  my 
boy  1 — ay,  ay,  that  he  will,  I  warrant, — and 
alarm  the  whole  coast.  Ah !  God  help  thee, 
more  sail  than  ballast,  Rory.  Let  me  alone 
for  that, — Cleave  the  whole  to  me, — I'H  show 
him  the  fore-top-sail,  I  will.  If  so  be  your 
shipmates  are  jolly  boys,  and  won't  flinch, 
ou  shall  see,  you  shall  see ;  egad,  I'll  fday 
im  a  salt-water  trick — ^I'll  bring  him  to  the 
gang- way,  and  anoint  him  with  a  cat-o'-nine* 
tails ;  he  shall  have  a  round  dozen  doubled, 
my  lad,  he  shall, — and  be  left  lajshed  to  his 
meditations." 

We  were  very  proud  of  our  associate,  who 
immediately  went  to  work,  and  prepared  the 
instrument  of  his  revenge  with  great  skill  and 
expedition ;  after  which,  he  ordered  our  bag- 
gage to  be  packed  up  and  sent  off  a  day  before 
our  attempt,  and  got  horses  ready  to  be 
mounted,  as  soon  as  the  affair  should  be  over. 
At  length  the  hour  arrived,  when  our  auxiliary, 
seizing  the  opportunity  of  the  usher's  absence, 
bolted  in,  secured  the  door,  and  immediately 
laid  hold  of  the  pedant  by  his  collar,  who 
bawled  out  '< Murder!  thieves!"  with  the 
voice  of  a  Stentor.    Though  I  trembled  all 
over  like  an  aspen-leaf,  I  knew  there  was  no 
time  to  be  lost,  and  accordingly  got  up,  and 
summoned  our  associates  to  my  assistance. 
Strap  without  any  hesitation  obeyed  the  sig. 
nal,  and  seeing  me  leap  upon  the  masters 
back,  ran  immediately  to  one  of  his  legs, 
which  pulling  with  all  his  force,  his  drea<9ul 
adversary  was  humbled  to  the  ground ;  upon 
which  Gawky,  who  had  hitherto  remained  in 
his  place,  under  the  influence  of  a  universal 
trepidation,  hastened  to  the  scene  of  action, 
and  insulted  the  fallen  tyrant  with  a  loud 
huzza,  in  which  the  whole  school  joined. 
This  noise  alarmed  the  usher,  who,  finding 
himself  shut   out,  endeavoured,  partly   by 
threats,  and  partly  by  entreaties,  to  procure 
admission.    My  uncle  bade  him  have  a  little 
patience,  and  he  would  let  him  in  presently : 
but,  if  he  pretended  to  move  from  that  place, 
it  should  fare  worpe  with  the  son  of  a  h— ^ — 
his  superior,  on  whom  he  intended  only  to 
bestow  a  little  wholesome  chastisement  for 
his  barbarous  usage  of  Rory,  **to  which," 
said  he,  '*you  are  no  stranger."    By  this 
time  we  had  dragged  the  criminal  to  a  post, 
to  which  Bowling  tied  him  with  a  rope  he 
had  provided  on  purpose,  after  having  secured 
his  hands  and  stript  his  back.    In  this  ludi- 
crous posture  he  stood  (to  the  no  small  enter- 
tainment of  the  boys,  who  crowded  about 
him,  and  shouted  with  great  exultation  at  the 
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DfeTeity  of  the  0i^t)«  venting  bitter  impreca^ 
ti<Hi8  against  the  li^tenant,  and  reproaching 
luB  (Kholara  with  Ueacher^  and  rebellion; 
when  the  naher  was  admitted,  whom  my 
imde  aecoeted  in  this  maimer:   ''Uarkee, 
Mr  Syntax,  I  believe  you  are  an  honest  man, 
d'ye  SCO    and  I  have  a  respect  for  you— but 
lor  all  that,  we  must  for  our  own  security, 
d'ye  see,  bcday  you  for  a  short  time."    With 
these  words,  he  pulled  out  some  fathoms  of 
oord,  which  the  nonest  man  no  sooner  saw, 
than  he  protested  with  great  earnestness  he 
would  allow  no  violence  to  be  offered  to  him, 
at  the  same  time  accusing  me  of  perfidy  and 
ingratitude.    But  Bowling  representinj^;  that 
it  was  in  vain  to  resist,  and  that  he  did  not 
mean  to  use  him  with  violence  and  indecency, 
but  only  to  hinder  him  fiom  raising  the  hue 
and  cry  against  us,  before  we  should  be  out 
of  their  power,  he  allowed  himself  to  be 
bound  to  his  own  desk,  where  he  sat  a  spec- 
tator of  the  punishment  inflicted  on  his  prin- 
cipal.   My  uncle  having  upbraided  this  arbi- 
trary wretch  with  his  iimumanity  to  me,  told 
lum  that  he  proposed  to  give  him  a  little 
discipline  for  the  good  of  hS  soul;  which  he 
immediately  put  in  practice  with,  great  vigour 
and  dexterity.    This  smart  application  to 
the  pedant's  withered  posteriors  save  him 
such  exquisite  pain,  that  he  roared  like  a  mad 
bull,  danced,  cursed,  and  blasphemed,  like  a 
fiantic  bedlamite.     When  the  lieutenant 
thought  himself  sufficiently  revenged,  he  took 
his  leave  of  him  in  these  wonu:    **Now, 
friend,  you'll  remember  me  the  longest  day 
you  have  to  live— I  have  given  you  a  lesson 
that  will  let  you  know  wluit  flogging  is,  and 
teach  you  to  have  more  synuMithy  for  the 
fitture-^-^hout,  boys,  shout ! "   This  ceremony 
was  no  sooner  over  than  my  uncle  proposed 
they  should  quit  the  school,  and  convoy  their 
old  comrade  Rory  to  a  public  house,  about  a 
mile  from  the  village,  where  he  would  treat 
them  all.    His  offer  being  joyfUUy  embraced, 
he  addressed  himself  to  Mr  Syntax,  and 
be^^ged  him  to  accompany  us ;  but  this  invi- 
tation he  refused  with  great  disdain,  telling 
my  benefactor  he  was  not  the  man  he  took 
him  to  be.    *<  Well,  well,  old  surly,"  replied 
my  uncle,  shaking  bis  hand,  **  thou  art  an 
honest  fellow,  notwithstanding ;  and  if  ever 
I  have  the  command  of  a  ship,  Uiou  shalt  be 
our  schoolmaster,  i'fiuth."    So  saying,  he 
dismissed  the  boys,  and  locking  the  door, 
lefl  the  two  preceptors  to  console  one  another ; 
while  we  movea  forwards  on  our  jbumey, 
attended  by  a  numerous  retinue,  whom  he 
treated  according  to  his  promise.    We  parted 
with  many  tears,  and  lay  that  night  at  an  inn 
on  the  road,  about  ten  miles  short  of  the  town 
where  I  was  to  remain,  at  which  we  arrived 
next  dav,  wad  I  found  I  had  no  cause  to  com- 
plain or  the  accommodations  provided  for  me, 
in  beinff  boarded  at  the  house  of  an  apothe- 
cary, wno  had  married  a  distant  relation  of 
niy  mother.    In  a  fbw  days  afler,  my  uncle 


set  out  for  his  ship,  having  settled  the  ne- 
cesjBazy  funds  for  my  maintenance  and  edu» 
cation. 


CHAPTER  VL 

/  make  great  progrese  in  my  etuiiee  am 
careeeed  hy  every  body^^-my  female  coii- 
tine  take  notice  of  me — /  reject  their 
invitation-'^hey  are  inceneed,  and  con» 
epire  againet  me— I  am  l^  deetitute  by 
a  misfortune  thai  hefaU  my  tmcie— Gato- 
ky'e  treaehery-^my  revenge. 

Am  I  was  now  capable  of  reflection,  Iliegah 
to  consider  my  precarious  situation ;  that  I 
was  utterly  abandoned  by  those  whose  duty 
it  was  to  protect  me ;  and  that  my  sole  de- 
pendence was  on  the  generosity  of'^one  man, 
who  was  not  only  exposed,  by  his  profession, 
to  continual  danglers,  which  might  one  day 
deprive  me  of  him  for  ever;  mit  also  (no 
doubt)  subject  to  those  vicissitudes  of  dispo* 
sition  which  a  change  of  fortune  usually 
creates,  or  which  a  better  acquaintance  with 
the  world  might  produce :  for  I  always  ascribed 
his  benevolence  to  the  dictates  of  a  heart  as 
yet  undebauched  by  a  commerce  with  man- 
kind. Alarmed  at  these  considerations,  I 
resolved  to  apply  myself  with  great  care  to 
my  studies,  and  enjoy  the  opportunity  in  my 
power:  this  I  did  with  such  success,  that,  in 
the  space  of  three  years,  I  understood  Greek 
very  well,  was  pretty  fkr  advanced  in  the 
mathematics,  and  no  stranger  to  moral'and 
natural  philosophy ;  logic  I  made  no  account 
of;  but,  above  all  things,  I  valued  myself  on 
my  taste  in  the^beUee  lettree,  and  a  talent 
for  poetry,  which  had  already  produced  some 
pieces  that  met  with  a  very  mvourable  recep- 
tion. J  These  qualifications,  added  to  a  good 
face  and  shape,  acquired  the  esteem  and 
acquaintance  of  the  most  considerable  people 
in  town,  and  I  had  the  satisfaction  to  find 
myself  in  some  degree  of  favour  with  the 
ladies;  an  intoxicating  piece  of  good  fortune 
to  one  of  my  amorous  complexion !  which  I 
obtained,  or  at  least  preserved,  by  gratifying 
their  propensity  to  scandal  in  lampooning 
their  nvau.  Irwo  of  my  female  cousins  lived 
in  this  place  with  their  mother,  since  the 
death  of  their  father,  who  left  his  whole  for- 
tune equally  divided  between  them ;  so  that,, 
if  they  were  not  the  most  beautifol,  they 
were  at  least  the  richest  toasts  in  town,  and 
received  daily  the  addresses  of  all  the  beaux 
and  cavaliers  of  the  country.  Although  I 
had  hitherto  been  looked  upon  by  them  with 
the  most  supercilious  contempt,  my  character 
now  attracted  their  notice  so  muchj  that  I 
was  given  to  understand  I  might  be  honoured 
with  their  acquaintance,  if  I  pleased.  The 
reader  will  easily  perceive,  that  this  conde- 
scension either  flowed  from  the  hope  of  male* 
ing  my  poetical  capacity  subservient  to  their 
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malice,  or,  at  least,  of  screening  themaelvee 
from  the  laah  of  my  resentment,  which  they 
had  effectually  provoked.  I  enjoyed  this 
triumph  with  great  satisfaction ;  and  not  only 
rejected  their  offer  with  disdain,  but  in  all  my 
performances,  whether  satire  or  panegyric, 
industriously  avoided  mentioning  their  names, 
even  while  I  celebrated  those  of  their  inti* 
mates:  this  neriect  mollified  their  pride 
exceedingly,  and  incensed  them  to  saeh  a 
degree,  that  they  were  resolved  to  make  me 
repent  of  my  indiflference.  The  first  stroke 
of  their  revenge  consisted  in  their  hiring  a 
poor  collegian  to  write  verses  against  me, 
the  subject  of  which  was  my  own  poverty, 
and  the  catastrophe  of  my  unhappy  parents ; 
but,  besides  the  badness  of  the  composition 
(of  which  they  themselves  were  ashamed), 
they  did  not  find  their  account  in  endeavour- 
ing to  reproach  me  with  those  misfortunes 
which  they  and  their  relations  had  brought 
upon  me,  and  which,  consequently,  reflected 
much  more  dishonour  on  themselves  than  on 
me,  who  was  the  innocent  victim  of  their 
barbarity  and  avarice.  Finding  this  plan 
miscarry,  they  found  means  to  irritate  a  young 
gentleman  a^tnst  me,  by  telling  him  I  had 
lampooned  bis  mistress ;  and  so  effectually 
succeeded  in  the  quality  of  incendiaries,  that 
this  enraged  lover  determined  to  seize  me 
next  night,  as  I  returned  to  my  lodging  from 
a  friend's  bouse  that  I  frequented :  with  this 
view,  he  waited  in  the  street,  attended  by 
two  of  his  companions,  to  whom  he  had  im- 
parted his  design,  of  canying  me  down  to 
the  river,  in  which  he  propo^  to  have  me 
heartily  ducked,  notwithstanding  the  severity 
of  the  weather,  it  being  then  about  the  mid- 
dle of  December.  But  this  stratagem  did 
not  succeed;  for,  being  apprised  of  their 
ambush,  I  got  home  another  way,  and,  by 
the  help  of  my  landlord's  apprentice,  dis- 
charged a  volley  fh>m  the  garret  window, 
whicn  did  great  execution  upon  them ;  and 
next  day  occasioned  so  much  mirth  at  their 
expense,  that  they  found  themselves  under  a 
necessity  of  leavmg  the  town,  until  the  ad- 
venture should  be  entirely  forgotten.  My 
cousins  (though  twice  baffled  in  their  expec- 
tation) cud  not,  however,  desist  from  perse- 
cuting me,  who  had  now  enraged  them  beyond 
a  possibility  of  foTgiveness,  by  detecting  their 
malice,  and  preventing  its  effects ;  neither 
should  I  have  found  them  more  humane,  had 
1  patiently  submitted  to  their  rancour,  and 
bore,  without  murmuring,  the  rigour  of  their 
unreasonable  hate ;  for  I  have  found  by  expe- 
rience, that,  though  small  favours  may  be 
acknowledged,  and  slight  injuries  atoned, 
there  i«  no  wretch  so  ungrateful  as  he  whom 
you  have  most  generously  obliged,  and  no 
enemy  so  implac&le  as  those  who  have  done 
you  the  greatest  wrong.  These  good-natured 
creatures,  therefore,  luid  recourse  to  a  scheme 
which  conspired  with  a  piece  of  bad  news  I 
soon  after  received,  to  give  them  all  the  satis- 


ftction  they  desired ;  this  plan  was  to  debaueii 
the  ftdth  of  my  companion  and  confidant, 
who  betrayed  the  trust  I  reposed  in  him,  bv 
imparting  to  them  the  particulars  of  my  smaU 
amours,  which  they  puhUshed  with  such  ez» 
ag|[erations,  that  I  siiffiBred  very  much  in  the 
opmion  of  evenr  body,  and  was  utterly  dis* 
carded  by  the  dear  creatures  whose  names 
had  been  called  in  question.  While  I  was 
busy  in  tracing  out  the  author  of  this  trea- 
chery, that  I  might  not  only  be  revenged  on 
him,  but  also  vindicate  my  character  to  my 
friends,  I  one  day  peroeived  the  looks  of  my 
landlady  much  altered,  when  J  went  home 
to  dinner ;  and  inquiring  into  the  cause,  she 
screwed  up  her  mouth,  and  fixing  her  eyes 
on  the  ground,  told  me  her  husband  had  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  Mr  Bowling,  with  one 
inclosed  for  me;  she  was  very  sony  for 
what  had  happened,  both  for  my  sake  and 
his  own ;  people  should  be  more  cautious  of 
their  conduct.  She  was  always  afraid  his 
brutal  behaviour  would  bring  him  into  some 
misfortune  or  other.  As  for  her  part,  she 
would  be  very  ready  to  befriend  me,  but  she 
had  a  small  &milv  of  her  own  to  maintain* 
The  world  would  do  nothing  for  her  if  she 
should  come  to  want— charity  begins  at  home: 
she  wished  I  had  been  bound  to  some  sub- 
stantial handicraft,  such  as  a  weaver,  or  a 
shoemaker,  rather  than  loiter  away  my  time 
in  learning  foolish  nonsense  that  would  never 
bring  me  in  a  penny — but  some  folks  are 
wise,  and  some  are  otherwise.  I  was  listen- 
ing to  this  mysterious  discourse  with  great 
amazement,  when  her  husband  entered,  and, 
without  speaking  a  syllable,  put  both  the 
letters  into  my  hand.  I  received  them  trem- 
bling, and  read  what  follows : 

'*  To  Mb  Rookr  Potion, 

'^Snt, — ^This  is  to  let  you  know  that  I 
have  quitted  the  Thunder  man  of  war,  being 
obliged  to  sheer  off  for  killing  my  captain, 
which  I  did  fkirly  on  the  beach  at  Cape 
Xiberoon,  in  the  island  of  Hispaniola ;  having 
received  his  Gre,  and  returned  it,  which  went 
throuj^  his  body :  and  I  would  serve  the  best 
man  so  that  ever  stept  between  stem  and 
stern,  if  so  be  that  he  struck  me,  as  Captain 
Oakum  did.  I  am  (thank  God)  safe  among 
the  French,  who  are  very  civil,  thof  I  don't 
underetand  their  lingo:  and  I  hope  to  be 
restored  in  a  little  time,  for  all  the  great 
friends  and  parliamentary  interest  of  the 
captain,  for  I  have  sent  over  to  my  landlord 
in  Deal  an  account  of  the  whole  afifair,  with 
our  bearings  and  distances  while  we  were 
engaged,  whereby  I  have  desired  him  to  lav 
it  before  his  Majeaty,  who  (God  bless  him) 
will  w>t  suffer  aa  honest  tar  to  be  wronged 
My  love  to  your  spouse,  and  am,  your  loving 
fiiend,  and  servant  to  command,  while 

**  Thomas  Bowlino." 

'*  To  RoDCBicK  Rahdom, 

*<  DsAR  RoBT, — Don't  be  grieved  at  my 
misfortune— but  mind  your  book,  my  lad.    1 
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have  got  no  money  to  send  you ;  but  what  of 
that  ? — Jir  Potion  will  take  care  of  you,  for 
the  love  he  bears  to  me,  and  let  vou  want 
for  nothing,  and  it  shall  go  hard  but  I  will 
see  him  one  day  repaid.  No  more  at  pre- 
sent, but  rests,  your  dutiful  uncle  and  servant 
till  death,  "  Thomas  Bowling." 

This  letter  (which,  with  the  other,  was 
dated  from  Port  Louis,  in  Hispaniola)  I  had 
no  sooner  read,  than  the  apothecary,  shaking 
his  head,  began :  *'  I  have  a  very  great  regard 
for  Mr  Bowling,  that's  certain, — and  could 
be  well  content — but  times  are  very  hard. 
There's  no  such  thing  as  money  to  be  got — 
1  believe  'tis  all  vanished  under  ground,  for 
my  part.  Besides,  I  have  been  out  of  pocket 
already,  having  entertained  you  since  the 
beginning  of  this  month  without  receiving  a 
sixpence, — and  God  knows  if  ever  I  shall ; — 
for  I  believe  it  will  go  hard  with  your  uncle. 
And  more  than  that,  I  was  thinking  of  giving 
you  warning,  for  I  want  your  apartment  for 
a  new  'prentice,  whom  I  expect  from  the 
coimtry  every  hour.  So  I  desire  you  will 
this  week  provide  yourself  with  another  lodg- 
ing." The  indignation  which  this  harangue 
inspired,  save  me  spirits  to  support  my  re- 
verse of  fortune,  and  to  tell  him,  I  despised 
his  mean  selfish  disposition  so  much,  tnat  I 
would  starve  rather  than  be  beholden  to  him 
for  one  single  meal.  Upon  which,  out  of  my 
pocket-money,  I  paid  him  to  the  last  farthing 
of  what  I  owed,  and  assured  him  I  would 
not  sleep  another  night  under  his  roof  This 
said,  I  sallied  out  in  a  transport  of  rage  and 
sorrow,  without  knowing  whither  to  fly  for 
shelter,  having  not  one  friend  in  the  world 
capable  of  relieving  me,  and  only  three  shil- 
lings in  my  purse.  After  giving  way  for  a 
few  minutes  to  the  dictates  of  my  rage,  I 
went  and  hired  a  small  bed-room,  at  the  rate 
of  one  shillmg  and  sixpence  per  week,  which 
I  was  obliged  to  pay  per  advance,  before  the 
landlord  would  receive  me.  Thither  I  re- 
moved my  luggage ;  and  next  morning  got 
up,  with  a  view  of  craving  the  ad\ace  and 
assistance  of  a  person  who  had  on  all  occa- 
sions loaded  me  with  caresses,  and  made 
frequent  offers  of  friendship,  while  I  was 
mider  no  necessity  of  accepting  them.  He 
received  me  with  his  wonted  affability,  and 
insisted  on  my  breakfasting  with  him,  a 
favour  which  I  did  not  think  fit  to  refuse. 
But,  when  I  communicated  the  occasion  of 
my  visit,  he  appeared  so  disconcerted,  that  I 
concluded  him  wonderfully  affected  with  the 
misery  of  my  condition,  and  looked  upon 
him  as  a  man  of  the  most  extensive  sympathy 
and  benevolence.  He  did  not  leave  me  long 
ander  this  mistake ;  for,  recovering  hfmself 
from  his  confusion,  he  told  me,  he  was  grieved 
at  my  misfortune,  and  desired  to  know  what 
bad  passed  between  my  landlord,  Mr  Potion, 
and  me.  Whereupon  I  recounted  the  con- 
versation ;  and  when  I  repeated  the  answer 
I  made  to  his  ungenerous  remonstrance  with 
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regard  to  my  leaving  his  house,  this  pre- 
tended friend  affected  a  stare,  and  exclaimed, 
'*  Is  it  possible  you  could  behave  so  ill  to  the 
man  who  had  treated  you  so  kindly  all  along !" 
My  surprise  at  hearing  this  was  not  at  all 
affected,  whatever  his  might  be ;  and  I  gave 
him  to  understand,  with  some  warmth,  that 
I  did  not  imagine  he  would  so  unreasonably 
espouse  the  cause  of  a  scoundrel,  who  ought 
to  be  expelled  from  every  social  community. 
This  heat  of  mine  gave  him  all  the  advantage 
he  desired  over  me ;  and  our  discourse,  after 
much  altercation,  concluded  in  his  desiring 
never  to  see  me  again  in  that  place ;  to  which 
desire  I  yielded  my  consent,  assuring  him, 
that  had  I  been  as  well  acquainted  with  iiis 
principles  (prmerly  as  I  was  now,  he  never 
should  have  had  an  opportunity  of  making 
that  request.    And  thus  we  parted. 

On  my  return,  I  met  my  comrade  Squire 
Gawky,  whom  his  father  had  sent  some  time 
ago  to  town,  for  his  improvement  in  writing, 
dancing,  fencing,  and  other  modish  qualifica- 
tions. As  I  had  lived  with  him,  since  his 
arrival,  on  the  footing  of  our  old  intimacy,  I 
made  no  scruple  of  informing  him  of  the  low- 
ness  of  my  circumstances,  and  asking  a  small 
supply  of  money,  to  answer  ray  present  ex- 
pense :  upon  which  he  pulled  out  a  handful 
of  half-pence,  with  a  shilling  or  two  among 
them,  and  swore  that  was  all  he  had  to  keep 
his  pocket  till  next  quigrter-day,  he  having 
lost  the  greatest  part  of  his  allowance  the 
night  before  at  billiards.  Though  this  asser- 
tion might  verv  well  be  true,  I  was  extremely 
mortified  at  his  indifference ;  for  he  neither 
expressed  any  sympathy  for  my  mishap,  nor 
desire  of  alleviating  my  distress ;  and,  accord- 
ingJyi  I  Jleft  him  without  uttering  one  word  : 
but,  when  I  afterwards  understood  that  he 
was  the  person  who  had  formerly  betrayed 
me  to  the  malice  of  mv  cousins,  to  whom 
likewise  he  had  carried  the  tidings  of  my 
forlorn  situation,  which  afforded  them  great 
matter  of  triumph  and  exultation,  I  deter- 
mined with  myself  to  call  him  to  a  severe 
account;  for  which  purpose  I  borrowed  a 
sword,  and  wrote  a  challenge,  desiring  him 
to  meet  me  at  a  certain  time  and  place,  that 
I  might  have  an  opportunity  of  punishing  his 
perfidy,  at  the  expense  of  his  blood.  He 
accepted  the  invitation,  and  I  betook  myself 
to  the  field,  though  not  without  feeling  con- 
siderable repugnance  to  the  combat,  which 
frequently  attacked  me  in  cold  sweats  by  the 
way :  but  the  desire  of  revenge,  the  shame 
of  retracting,  and  hope  of  conquest,  con- 
spired to  repel  these  unmanly  symptoms  of 
fear,  and  I  appeared  on  the  plain  with  a  good 
grace:  there  £  waited  an  hour  beVbud  the 
time  appointed,  and  was  not  ill  pleased  to 
find  he  had  no  mind  to  meet  me,  because  I 
should  have  an  opportunity  of  exposing  his 
cowardice,  displaying  my  own  courage,  and 
of  beating  him  soundly  wheresoever  I  should 
find  himi  without  any  dread  of  the  conse- 
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quence.  Elated  with  these  suggestions, 
which  entirely  banished  all  thoughts  of  my 
deplorable  condition,  I  went  directly  to  Gaw- 
ky's  lodgings,  where  I  was  informed  of  his 
precipitate  retreat,  he  having  set  out  for  the 
countiy  in  less  than  an  hour  after  he  had 
received  my  billet:  and  I  was  vain  enough  to 
have  the  whole  story  inserted  in  the  news, 
although  I  was  fain  to  sell  a  gold-laced  hat 
to  my  landlord  for  less  than  half  price,  to 
defray  the  expense,  and  contribute  to  my 
subsistence. 


CHAPTER  VIL 

1  am  entertained  by  Mr  Crab — a  descrip' 
tion  of  him — /  acquire  the  art  ^/surgery 
--^consult  Crab's  disposition — become 
necessary  to  him — an  accident  happens — 
he  advises  me  to  launch  out  into  the  world 
— assists  me  with  money — I  set  out  for 
London. 

The  fumes  of  mv  resentment  being  dissi- 
pated,  as  well  as  the  vanity  of  my  success,  I 
found  myself  deserted  to  all  the  horrors  of 
extreme  want,  and  avoided  by  mankind  as  a 
creature  of  a  different  species,  or  rather  as  a 
solitary  being,  nowise  comprehended  within 
the  sclicme  or  protection  of  Providence. 
My  despair  had  rendered  me  almost  quite 
stupified,  when  I  was  one  day  told,  that  a 
gentleman  desired  to  see  me  at  a  certain 
public-house,  whither  I  immediately  repaired, 
and  was  introduced  to  one  Mr  Launcelot 
Crab,  a  surgeon  in  town,  who  was  engaged 
with  two  more  in  drinking  a  liquor  called 
pop-in,  composed  by  mixing  a  quartern  of 
orandy  with  a  quart  of  small-beer.  Before  I 
relate  the  occasion  of  this  message,  I  believe 
it  will  not  be  disagreeable  to  the  reader,  if  I 
describe  the  gentleman  who  sent  for  me,  and 
mention  some  circumstances  of  his  character 
and  conduct,  which  may  illustrate  what  fol- 
lows, and  account  for  his  behaviour  to  me. 
,  This  member  of  the  faculty  was  aged  fifty, 
about  five  feet  high,  and  ten  round  the  belly ; 
his  face  was  capacious  as  a  full  moon,  and 
much  of  the  complexion  of  a  mulberry ;  his 
nose,  resembling  a  powder-horn,  Was  swelled 
to  an  enormous  size,  and  studded  all  over 
with  carbuncles ;  and  his  little  grey  eyes  re- 
flected the  rays  ill  such  an  oblique  manner, 
that  while  he  looked  a  person  full  in  the  face, 
one  would  have  imagined  he  was  admiring 
the  buckle  of  his  shoe.  He  had  long  enter- 
tained an  implacable^  resentment  a^inst 
Potion,  who,  though  a'  young  practitiqner, 
was  better  employed  than  he,  and  once  had 
the  assurance  to  perform  a  cure,  whereby  he 
disappointed  and  disgraced  the  prognostic  of 
the  said  Crab.  This  quarrel,  which  was  at 
one  time  upon  the  point  of  being  made  up  by 
the  interposition  and  mediation  of  friends, 
had  been  lately  inflamed  beyond  a  possibility 


of  reconciliation,  by  the  respective  wives  of 
the  opponents ;  who,  chancmg  to  meet  at  a 
christening,  disagreed  about  precedence,  pro- 
ceeded from  invectives  to  blows,  and  were 
with  great  difficulty,  by  the  gossips,  prevented 
from  converting  the  occasion  of  joy  into  a 
scene  of  lamentation. 

The  difference  between  these  rivals  was 
in  the  height  of  rancour,  when  I  received  the 
message  of  Crab,  who  received  me  as  civilly 
as  I  could  have  expected  from  one  of  his  dis- 
position ;  and,  after  desiring  me  to  sit,  inquired 
into  the  particulars  of  my  leaving  the  house  of 
Potion ;  which,  when  I  had  related,  he  said, 
with  a  malicious  grin, — "  There's  a  sneaking 
dog ! — I  always  thought  him  a  felk)w  without 
a  soul,  d — ^n  me  ! — a  canting  scoundrel,  who 
has  crept  into  business  by  his  hypocrisy,  and 
kissing  the  a —  of  every  body."  "  Ay,  ay," 
says  another,  "  one  may  see  with  half  an  eye 
that  the  rascal  has  no  honesty  in  him,  by  his 
going  so  regularly  to  church."  This 'sen- 
tence was  confirmed  by  a  third,  who  assured 
his  companion,  that  Potion  was  never  known 
to  be  disguised  in  liquor  but  once,  at  a  meet- 
ing of  the  godly,  where  he  had  distinguished 
himself  by  an  extempore  prayer  an  hour  long. 
After  this  preamble  Crab  addressed  himself 
to  me  in  these  words :  **  Well,  my  lad,  I 
have  heard  a  good  character  of  you,  and  Til 
do  for  you.  You  may  send  your  things  to 
my  house  when  you  please.  I  have  given 
orders  for  your  reception.  Zounds !  what 
does  the  booby  stare  at? — if  you  have  no 
mind  to  embrace  my  courteous  offer,  you 
may  let  it  alone,  and  be  d — d."  I  answered, 
with  a  submissive  bow,  that  1  was  far  from 
rejecting  his  friendly  offer,  which  I  would 
immediately  accept,  as  soon  as  he  should 
inform  me  on  what  footing  I  was  to  be  enter- 
tained. "  What  footing !  d — n  my  blood," 
cried  be,  "d'ye  expect  to  have  a  footman 
and  a  couple  of  horses  to  be  kept  for  you  ?" 
"No,  sir,"  I  replied,  "my  expectations  are 
not  quite  so  sanguine.  That  I  mav  be  ?!3 
little  burdensome  as  possible,  T  would  will- 
ingly serve  in  your  shop,  by  which  means  I 
m^y  save  you  the  expense  of  a  journeyman, 
or  porter  at  least;  for  I  understand  a  liitlo 

f>harmacy,  having  employed  some  of  my 
eisure  hours  in  the  practice  of  that  art  while 
I  lived  with  Mr  Potion :  neither  am  I  alto- 
gether ignorant  of  surgery,  which  I  have 
studied  with  great  pleasure  and  application." 
"  O  ho !  you  did  1"  says  Crab.  "  Gentlemen, 
here  is  a  complete  artist ! .  Studied  surgery  ! 
what,  in  books,  I  suppose  ?  I  shall  have  you 
disputing  with  me  one  of  these  days  on  points 
of  my  profession.  You  can  already  account 
for  muicular  motion  (I  warrant),  and  explain 
the  mystery  of  the  brain  and  nerves — ha ! 
You  are  too  learned  for  me,  d — n  me.  But 
let's  hear  no  more  of  this  stuff.  Can  you 
bleed  and  give  a  clyster,  spread  a  plaster, 
and  prepare  a  potion  1"  Upon  my  answering 
I  in  the  affirmative,  he  shook  his  head,  telling 


ADVENTURES  OF  RODERICK  RANDOM. 


27 


me  he  believed  he  should  have  little  good  of 
me,  for  all  my  promises ;  but,  however,  he 
would  take  me  in  for  the  sake  of  charity. 
I  was  accordingly  that  very  night  admitted 
to  his  house,  and  had  an  apartment  assigned 
to  me  in  the  garret,  which  I  was  fiiin  to  put 
up  with,  notwithstanding  the  mortification 
my  pride  suffered  in  this  change  of  circum- 
stances.   I  was  soon  convinced  of  the  real 
motives  which  induced  Crab  to  receive  me 
in  this  manner :  for,  besides  the  gratification 
of  his  revenge,  by  exposing  the  selfishness 
of  his  antagonist,  in  opposition  to  his  own 
generosity,  which  was  all  affectation,  he  had 
occasion  for  a  young  man  who  understood 
somethinor  of  the  profession,  to  fill  up  the 
place  of  nis  eldest  apprentice,  lately  dead, 
not  without  violent  suspicion  of  foul  play  from 
his  roaster's  brutality.    The  knowledge  of 
this  circumstance,  together  with  his  daily 
behaviour  to  his  wife  and  the  young  appren- 
tice, did  not  at  all  contribute  to  my  enjoying 
my  new  situation  with  ease :  however,  as  I 
did  not  perceive  how  I  could  bestow  myself 
to  better  advantage,  I  ret^olved  to  study  Crab's 
temper  with  all  the  application,  and  manage 
it  with  all  the  address,  in  my  power.    And 
it  was  not  Ion?  before  I  found  out  a  Strang 
peculiarity  of  numour,  which  ffovemed  his 
behaviour  towards  all  his  dependents.    I  ob- 
served, when  he  was  pleased,  he  was  such  a 
niggard  of  his  satiFfaction,  that,  if  his  wife 
or  servants  betrayed  the  least  symptom  of 
participation,  he  was  offended  to  an  insup- 
portable decree  of  choler  and  fury,  the  efiTects 
of  which  they  seldom  failed  to  feel.    And, 
when  his  indignation  was  roused,  submission 
and  soothing  always  exasperated  it  beyond 
the  bounds  of  reason  and  humanity.     I  there- 
fore pursued  a  contrary  plan ;  and  one  day, 
when  he  honoured  me  with  the  names  of 
ignorant  whelp  and  lazy  raggamuifin,  I  boldly 
replied,  I  was  neither  ignorant  nor  lazy,  since 
I  both  understood  and  performed  my  business 
as  well  as  he  could  do  for  his  soul ;  neither 
was  it  just  to  call  me  raggamuffin,  for  I  had 
a  whole  coat  on  my  back,  and  was  descended 
from  a  better  family  than  any  he  could  boast 
an  alliance  wi^.    He  gave  tokens  of  great 
amazement  at  this  assurance  of  mine,  and 
shook  his  cane  over  my  head,  regarding  me 
all  the  time  with  a  countenance  truly  diabo- 
lical.   Although  I  was  terribly  startled  at  his 
menacing  looks  and  posture,  I  yet  had  reflec- 
tion enough  left  to  convince  me  I  had  gone 
too  far  to  retract,  afid  that  this  was  the  criti- 
cal minute  which  must  decide  my  future  lot 
in  his  service ;  I  therefore  snatched  up  the 
pestle  of  a  mortar,  and  swore,  if  he  oflfered 
to  strike  me  without  a  cause,  I  should  see 
whether  his  skull  or  my  weapon  was  hardest. 
He  continued  silent  K>r  some  time,  and  at 
last  broke   forth   into   these   ejaculations: 
**  This  is  fine  usage  from  a  servant  to  a  mas- 
ter,— rery  fine  !---damnation  ! — but  no  mat- 
ter, yon  shall  pay  for  this,  you  dog,  you  shall. 


I'll  do  your  business, — yes,  yes,  I'll  teach 
you  to  litl  your  hand  against  m^."  So  say- 
ing, he  retired,  and  left  me  under  dreadfid 
apprehensions,  which  vanished  entirely  at 
our  next  meeting,  when  he  behaved  with 
unusual  complacency,  and  treated  me  with  a 

flass  of  punch  afler  dinner.  By  this  con- 
uct,  I  got  the  ascendancy  over  him  in  a 
short  time,  and  became  so  necessary  to  him, 
in  managing  hifi  business  while  he  was  en- 
gaged at  the  bottle,  that  fortune  began  to 
wear  a  kinder  aspect ;  and  I  consoled  myself 
for  the  disregard  of  my  former  acquaintance, 
with  the  knowledge  1  daily  imbibed,  by  a 
close  application  to  the  duties  of  my  employ- 
ment, in  which  I  succeeded  beyond  my  own 
expectatioo.  1  was  on  very  good  terms  with 
my  master's  wife,  whose  esteem  I  acquired 
and  cultivated,  by  representing  Mrs  Potion 
in  the  most  ridiculous  lights  ray  satirical 
talents  could  invent,  as  well  as  by  rendering 
her  some  christian  ofiSces,  when  she  had  been 
too  familiar  with  the  dram-bottle,  to  which 
she  had  oftentimes  recourse  for  consolation, 
under  the  affliction  she  suffered  from  a  bar- 
barous husband.  In  thit$  manner  I  lived, 
without  hearing  the  least  tidings  of  my  uncle, 
for  the  space  of  two  years,  during  which 
time  I  kept  little  or  no  company,  being  nei- 
ther in  a  humour  to  relish,  nor  in  a  capacity 
to  maintain,  much  acquaintance:  for  the 
Nabal,  my  master,  allowed  me  no  wages; 
and  the  small  perquisites  of  my  station  scarce 
supplied  me  with  the  common  necessaries 
of  life.  I  was  no  longer  a  pert  unthinking 
coxcomb,  giddy  with  popular  applause,  and 
elevated  with  the  extravagance  of  hope :  my 
misfortunes  had  taught  me  how  little  the 
caresses  of  the  world,  during  a  man's  pros- 
perity, are  to  be  valued  by  him ;  and  how 
seriously  and  expeditiously  he  ought  to  set 
about  making  himself  independent  of  them. 
My  present  appearance,  therefore,  was  the 
least  of  my  care,  which  was  wholly  engrossed 
in  laying  up  a  stock  of  instruction  that  might 
secure  me  against  the  caprice  of  fortune  for 
the  future.  I  became  such  a  sloven,  and 
contracted  such  an  air  of  austerity,  that  every 
body  pronounced  me  crest-fallen ;  and  Gawky 
returned  to  town,  without  running  any  risk 
from  my  resentment,  which  was  by  this  time 
pretty  much  cooled,  and  restrained  by  pru- 
dential reasons  so  effectually,  that  I  never  so 
much  as  thought  of  obtaining  satisfaction  for 
the  injuries  he  had  done  me.  When  I  deemed 
mysetf  sufficiently  master  of  my  business,  I 
began  to  cast  about  for  an  opportunity  of 
launching  into  the  world,  in  hope  of  finding 
some  provision  that  might  make  amends  for 
the  difiiculties  I  had  undergone ;  but,  as  this 
could  not  be  effected  without  a  small  sum  of 
money  to  equip  me  for  the  field,  I  was  in  the 
utmost  perplexity  how  to  raise  it,  well  know, 
ing  that  Crab,  for  his  own  sake,  would  never 
put  me  in  a  condition  to  leave  him,  when  his 
interest  was  so  much  concerned  in  my  stay. 
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But  a  small  accident,  which  happened  about 
this  time,  deierroined  him  in  my  mvour.  This 
was  no  other  than  the  pregnancy  of  his  maid- 
servant, who  declarea  her  situation  to  me, 
assuring  me,  ui  the  same  time,  that  I  was 
the  occasion  of  it.  Althouffh  I  had  no  reason 
to  question  the  trutH^  of  Uiis  imputation,  I 
was  not  ignorant  of  iL9,  fijniliarities  which 
had  passed  between  her'  master  and  her; 
taking  the  advantage  of  which,  I  represented 
to  her  the  folly  of  laying  tlw  burden  at  mv 
door,  when  she  might  dispose  of  it  to  much 
better  purpose  with  Mr  Crab.  She  listened 
to  my  advice,  and  next  day  acquainted  him 
with  the  pretended  success  of  their  mutual 
endeavours.  He  was  for  from  bein^  over- 
joyed at  this  proof  of  hm  vieour,  which  he 
foresaw  might  have  v^  troublesome  conse- 
quences ;  not  that  he  mreaded  any  domestic 
grumblings  and  reproaches  from  his  wife, 
whom  he  kept  in  perfect  subjection,  but  be- 
cause he  knew  it  would  furnish  his  rival  Potion 
with  a  handle  for  insulting  and  undermining 
his  reputation ;  there  being  no  scandal  equid 
to  that  of  uncleanness,  in  the  opinion  of  those 
who  inhabit  the  part  of  the  island  where  he 
lived.  He  therefore  took  a  resolution  worthy 
of  himself;  which  was  to  persuade  the  girl 
that  she  was  not  with  child,  but  only  afflicted 
with  a  disorder  incident  to  younff  women, 
which  he  would  easily  remove.  With  this 
view  (as  he  pretended)  he  prescribed  for  her 
such  medicines  as  he  thought  would  infallibly 
procure  abortion ;  but,  in  this  scheme,  he  was 
disappointed :  for  the  maid,  being  advertised 
by  me  of  his  design,  and  at  the  same  time 
well  acquainted  with  her  own  condition, 
absolutely  refused  to  follow  his  directions, 
and  threatened  to  publish  her  situation  to  the 
world,  if  he  would  not  immediately  take  some 
method  of  providing  for  the  important  occa- 
sion, which'  she  expected  in  a  few  months. 
It  was  not  long  before  I  guessed  the  result 
of  his  deliberation,  by  his  addressing  himself 
to  me,  one  day,  in  this  manner. — "I  am 
surprised  that  a  young  fellow  like  you  dis- 
covers no  inclination  to  push  his  fortune  in 
the  world.  Before  I  was  of  your  age,  I  was 
broiling  on  the  coast  of  Guinea.  Damme, 
what's  to  hinder  you  from  profiting  b}^  the 
War,  which  will  certainly  be  declared  in  a 
abort  time  against  Spain  ?  You  may  easily 
get  on  board  of  a  king's  ship,  in  quabty  of  a 
surgeon's  mate ;  where  you  will  certainly  see 
a  great  deal  of  practice,  and  stand  a  good 
chance  of  getting  prize-money."  I  laid liold 
of  this  declaration,  which  I  had  long  wished 
for,  tvnd  assured  him  I  would  follow  his  ad- 
vice with  pleasure,  if  it  was  in  my  power ; 
but  that  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  embrace 
an  opportunity  of  that  kind,  as  I  had  no  friend 
to  advance  ^a  little  money  to  supply  me  with 
what  necessaries  I  should  want,  and  defray 
the  expenses  of  my  journey  to  London.  He 
told  me  ihat  few  necessaries  were  required ; 
and  as  for  the  expense  of  my  journey,  he 


would  lend  me  money  sufficient  not  only  for 
that  purpose,  but  also  to  maintain  me  com- 
fortably m  London,  until  I  should  procure  a 
warrant  for  my  provision  on  board  of  some 
ship.  I  gave  him  a  thousand  thanks  for  his 
obliging  offer  (although  I  was  very  well  ap- 
prised of  his  motive,  which  was  no  other 
than  a  design  to  lay  the  bastard  to  my  charge, 
after  my  departure),  and  accordingly  set  out 
in  a  few  weeks  for  London ;  my  whole  for- 
tune consisting  of  one  suit  of  clothes,  half  a 
dozen  of  ruffled  shirts,  as  many  plain,  two 
pairs  of  worsted,  and  a  like  number  of  thread 
stockings,  a  case  of  pocket  instruments,  a 
small  emtion  of  Horace,  Wiseman's,  Surgery, 
and  ten  guineas  in  cash,  for  which  Crab  took 
my  bond,  bearing  five  per  cent  interest ;  at 
the  same  time  giving  me  a  letter  to  the  mem- 
ber of  parliament  for  our  town,  which,  he 
said,  would  do  my  business  effectually. 


CHAPTER  Vin. 

/  arrive  at  Newcastle — meet  with  my  old 
schaol-feUaw  Strap — we  determine  to 
walk  together  to  London — set  out  on  our 
journey — put  up  at  a  solitary  ale-house — 
are  disturbed  by  a  strange  adventure  in 
the  night. 

There  is  no  such  convenience  as  a  wagon 
in  this  country,  and  my  finances  were  too 
weak  to  support  the  expense  of  hiring  a 
horse;  I  determined,  therefore,  to  set  out 
with  the  carriers  who  transport  goods  from 
one  place  to  another  on  horseback ;  and  this 
scheme  I  accordingly  put  in  execution  on 
the  first  day  of  November  1739,  sitting  upon 
a  pack-saddle  between  two  baskets,  one  of 
which  contained  my  goods  in  a  knapsack. 
But,  by  the  time  we  arrived  in  NewcasUe- 
upon-Tyne,  I  was  so  fatigued  with  the  tedious- 
ness  of  the  carriage,  and  benumbed  with  the 
coldness  of  the  weather,  that  I  resolved  to 
travel  the  rest  of  my  journey  on  foot,  rather 
than  proceed  in  such  a  disagreeable  manner. 
The  ostler  of  the  inn  at  which  we  put  up, 
understanding  I  was  bound  for  London,  ad- 
vised me  to  take  my  passa^  in  a  collier, 
which  would  be  both  cheap  and  expeditious, 
and  withal  much  easier  than  to  walk  upwards 
of  three  hundred  miles  through  deep  roads  in 
the  winter  time;  a  joiimey  which,  he  be- 
lieved, I  had  not  strength  enough  to  perform. 
I  was  almost  persuaded* to  take  his  advice, 
when,  one  day,  stepping  into  a  barber's  shop 
to  be  shaved ,  the  young  man,  while  he  lathered 
my  face,  accosted  me  thus : — <*  Sir,  I  pre- 
sume you  are  a  Scotchman."  I  answered 
in  the  affirmative.  "Pray,"  continued  he» 
"  from  what  part  of  Scotland  1" — ^I  no  sooner 
told  him,  than  he  discovered  great  emotion^ 
and  not  confining  his  operation  to  my  chin 
and  upper  lip,  besmeared  my  whole  face  with 
great  agitation.    I  was  so  offended  at  this 
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profusion,  that,  starting  ap,  I  asked  him  what 
the  d — ^1  he  meant  by  using  me  so?  He 
begged  pardon,  telling  me  his  joy  at  meeting 
with  a  countryman  hwi  occasioned  some  con- 
fusion  in  him ;  and  craved  my  name.  But 
when  I  declared  my  name  was  Random,  he 
exclaimed,  in  a  rapture, — "  How !  Rory 
Random  V  The  same,  I  replied,  looking  at 
him  with  astonishment.  '*  What,"  cried  ne, 
"don't  you  know  your  old  school-fellow, 
Hugh  Strap  V*  At  that  instant,  recollecting 
his  &ce,  I  flew  into  his  arms,  and,  in  the 
transport  of  my  joy,  gave  him  back  one  half 
of  the  suds  he  had  so  lavishly  bestowed  on 
my  countenance;  so  that  we  made  a  very 
ludicrous  appearance,  and  furnished  a  great 
deal  of  mirth  for  his  master  and  shopmates, 
who  were  witnesses  of  this  scene.  When 
our  mutual  caresses  were  over,  I  sat  down 
again  to  be  shaved;  but  the  poor  fellow's 
nerves  were  so  discomposed  by  this  unex- 
pected meeting,  that  his  hand  could  scarcely 
hold  the  razor,  with  which,  nevertheless,  he 
found  means  to  cut  me  in  three  places,  in  as 
many  strokes.  His  master,  perceiving  his 
disorder,  bade  another  supply  his  place,  and, 
after  the  operation  was  performed,  gave 
Strap  leave  to  pass  the  rest  of  the  day  with 
me.  We  retired  immediately  to  my  lodg- 
ings, where,  calling  for  some  beer,  I  desired 
to  be  informed  of  his  adventures,  which  con- 
tained nothing  more,  than  that  his  master 
dying  before  his  time  was  out,  he  had  come 
to  Newcastle  about  a  year  a^,  in  expectation 
of  journey-work,  along  with  three  young 
fellows  of  his  acquaintance  who  worked  in 
the  keels ;  that  he  had  the  good  fortune  of 
being  employed  by  a' very  civil  master,  with 
whom  he  intended  to  stay  tiU  the  spring,  at 
which  time  he  proposed  to  go  to  London, 
where  he  did  not  doubt  of  finding  encourage- 
ment. When  I  communicated  to  him  my 
situation  and  design,  he  did  not  approve  of 
my  taking  a  passage  by  sea,  by  reason  of  the 
danger  of  a  winter  voyage,  which  is  very 
hazardous  along  that  coast,  as  well  as  the 
precariousness  of  the  wind,  which  might 
possibly  detain  me  a  great  while,  to  the  no 
small  detriment  of  my  fortune :  whereas,  if  I 
would  venture 'by  land,  he  would  bear  me 
company,  carry  my  baggage  all  the  way,  and, 
if  we  should  be  flitigneu  before  we  could  per- 
form all  the  journey,  it  would  be  no  hard 
matter  for  us  to  find  on  the  road  either  retum- 
mtt  horses  or  wagons,  of  which  we  might 
tliKe  the  advantage  for  a  very  trifling  expense. 
I  was  so  ravished  at  this  proposal,  that  I 
embraced  him  afiectionately,  and  assured  him 
he  might  command  my  purse  to  the  last  farth- 
ing ;  but  he  gave  me  to  understand,  he  had 
caved  money  sufficient  to  answer  his  own 
occasions ;  and  that  he  had  a  firiend  in  Lon- 
don,  who  would  soon  introduce  him  into 
business  in  that  capital,  and  might  possibly 
have  it  in  his  power  to  serve  me  also. 
Having  concerted  the  plan,  and  settled  our 


affairs  that  night,  we  departed  next  morning 
hy  diiy-break,  armed  with  a  good  cudgel  eacii 
(my  companion  being  charg^ed  with  the  fur- 
niture  of  us  both,  crammed  into  one  knaj)* 
sack),  and  our  money  sewed  between  the 
lining  and  waistband  of  our  breeches,  except 
some  loose  silver  for  our  immediate  expense 
on  the  road.  We  travelled  all  day  at  a  round 
pace,  but,  bein?  ignorant  of  the  proper  stages, 
were  benightea  at  a  good  distance  from  any 
inn,  so  that  we  were  compelled  to  take  up 
our  lodging  at  a  small  hedge  ale-house,  that 
stood  on  a  by-road,  about  half  a  mile  from 
the  high- way :  there  we  found  a  pedlar  of 
our  own  country,  in  whose  company  we 
regaled  ourselves  witli  bacon  and  eggs,  and 
a  glass  of  good  ale,  before  a  comfortable  fire, 
conversing  all  the  while  very  sociably  with 
the  landlord  and  his  daughter,  a  hale  buxom 
lass,  who  entertained  us  with  great  good 
humour,  and  in  whose  affection  I  was  vain 
enough  to  believe  I  had  made  some  progress. 
About  eight  o'clock,  we  were  all  three,  *t 
our  own  desire,  shown  into  an  apartment, 
furnished  with  two  beds,  in  one  of  which 
Strap  and  I  betook  ourselves  to  rest,  and  the 
pedlar  occupied  the  other,  though  not  before 
he  had  prayed  a  considerable  time  extempore, 
searched  into  every  corner  of  the  room,  and 
fastened  the  door  on  the  inside  with  a  strong 
iron  screw,  which  he  carried  about  with  him 
for  that  use.  I  slept  very  sound  till  midnight, 
when  I  was  disturbed  by  a  violent  motion  of 
the  bed,  which  shook  under  me  with  a  con- 
tinual  tremor.  Alarmed  at  this  phenomenon, 
I  jogged  my  companion,  whom,  to  niy  no 
small  astonishment,  I  found  drenched  in 
sweat,  and  quaking  through  every  limb :  he 
told  me,  with  a  low  laultenng  voice,  that  we 
were  undone,  for  there  was  a  bloody  high- 
wayman loaded  with  pistols  in  the  next  room; 
then  bidding  me  make  as  little  noise  as  possi- 
ble, he  directed  me  to  a  small  chink  in  the 
board  partition,  through  which  I  could  see  a 
thick-set  brawny  fellow,  with  a  fierce  coun- 
tenance, sitting  at  a  table  with  our  young 
landlady,  having  a  bottle  of  ale  and  a  brace 
of  pistols  before  him.  I  listened  with  great 
attention,  and  heard  him  say,  in  a  terrible 
tone — "  D — n  that  son  of  a  b- —  Smack  the 
coachman ! — he  has  served  me  a  fine  trickf 
indeed ! — ^but  d — n — ^n  seize  me,  if  I  don't 
make  him  repent  it !  I'll  teach  the  scoundrel 
to  give  intelligence  to  others,  while  he  is 
under  articles  with  me."  Our  landlady  en- 
deavoured to  appease  this  exasperated  rob 
her,  by  saying  he  might  be  mistaken  in  Smack 
who  perhaps  kept  no  correspondence  with 
the  other  gentleman  that  robbed  his  coach ; 
and  that,  if  an  accident  had  disappointed  him 
to-day,  he  might  soon  find  opportunity  enough 
to  atone  for  his  lost  trouble.  '*  I'll  tell  thee 
what,  my  dear  Bet,"  replied  he,  "  I  never 
had,  nor  ever  shaD,  while  my  name  is  Rifle, 
have  such  a  glorious  booty  as  I  missed  to-day. 
Z— ds !  there  was  4002.  in  cash  to  recruit 
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men  for  the  kind's  service,  besides  the  jewels, 
watches,  sworas,  and  money  belonging  to 
the  passengers.  Had  it  been  my  fortune  to 
have  got  clear  off  with  so  much  treasure,  I 
would  have  purchased  a  commission  in  the 
army,  and  made  you  an  officer's  lady,  you 
jade,  I  would."  "  Well,  well,**  cries  Betty, 
**  we  must  trust  to  Providence  for  that.  But 
did  you  find  nothing  worth  taking  which 
escaped  the  other  gentleman  of  the  road  ?** 
"  Not  muchf  faith,"  said  the  lover ;  *<  I  gleaned 
a  few  things,  such  as  a  pair  of  pops,  silver 
mounted  (here  they  are);  I  took  tnem  loaded 
from  the  captain  who  had  the  charge  of  the 
money,  together  with  a  gold  watch  which 
he  had  concealed  in  his  breeches.  I  like- 
wise found  ten  Portugal  pieces  in  the  shoes 
of  a  quaker,  whom  the  spirit  moved  to  revile 
me  with  mat  bitterness  and  devotion ;  but 
what  I  value  myself  mostly  for,  is  this  here 
purchase,  a  gold  snuff  box,  my  ^rl,  with  a 
picture  on  the  inside  of  the  lid ;  which  I  untied 
out  of  the  tail  of  a  pretty  lady's  smock.*' 

Here,  as  the  devil  would  have  it,  the  ped- 
lar snored  so  loud  that  the  highwayman, 
snatching  his  pistols,  started  upv  crying, 
«♦  Hell  and  d— n— -n !  I  am  betrayed !  Who's 
that  in  the  next  room?"  Mrs  Betty  told 
him  he  need  not  be  uneasv ;  there  were  only 
three  poor  wearied  travellers,  who,  missing 
the  road,  had  taken  up  their  lodging  in  the 
house,  and  were  asleep  long  ago.  "  Travel- 
lers !"  says  he,  *'  spies,  you  b— -ch  !  But  no 
matter;  I'll  send  tnem  all  to  hell  in  an  in- 
stant." He  accordingly  ran  towards  our 
door;  when  his  sweetheart  interposing, 
assured  him  there  was  only  a  couple  of  poor 
young  Scotchmen,  who  were  too  raw  and 
i^orant  to  give  him  the  least  cause  of  sus- 
picion ;  and  the  third  was  a  presbyterian  ped- 
lar of  the  same  nation,  who  had  often  lodged 
in  the  house  before.  This  declaration  satis- 
fied the  thief,  who  swore  he  was  glad  there 
was  a  pedlar,  for  he  wanted  some  linen. 
Then,  in  a  iovial  manner,  he  put  about  the 
glass,  mingling  his  discourse  to  Betty  with 
caresses  and  familiarities,  that  spoke  him 
very  happy  in  his  amours.  During  that  part 
of  the  conversation  which  regarded  us.  Strap 
had  crept  under  the  bed,  where  he  lay  in  the 
agonies  of  fear ;  so  that  it  was  with  great 
difficulty  I  persuaded  him  our  danger  was 
over,  and  prevailed  on  him  to  awake  the  ped- 
lar, and  inform  him  of  what  he  had  seen  and 
heard.  Hbm  itinerant  merchant  no  sooner 
felt  somebody  shaking  him  by  the  shoulder, 
than  he  started  up,  cafled,  as  loud  as  he  could, 
"  Thieves,  thieves ! — Lord  have  mercy  upon 
us!"  And  Rifle,  alarmed  at  this  exclama- 
tion, jumped  up,  cocked  one  of  his  pistols, 
and  turned  towards  the  door,  to  kill  the  first 
man  that  should  enter ;  for  he  verily  believed 
himself  beset ;  when  his  dulcinea,  after  an 
immoderate  fit  of  laughter,  persuaded  him 
that  the  poor  pedlar,  dreaming  of  thieves,  had 
only  cried  out  in  his  sleep.    Meanwhile,  my 


comrade  had  undeceived  our  fellow-lodger, 
and  informed  him  of  his  reason  for  distmhiiu^ 
him ;  upon  which,  getting  up  softly,  he  peep^ 
through  the  hole,  and  was  so  terrified  with 
what  he  saw,  thaX,  falling  down  on  his  bare 
knees,  he  put  up  a  long  petition  to  heaven^ 
to  deliver  him  from  the  hands  of  that  ruffian, 
and  promised  never  to  defraud  a  customer 
for  the  future  of  the  value  of  a  pin's  point, 
provided  he  migbt  be  rescued  from  the  pre- 
sent danger.    Whether  or  not  his  disburthen- 
ing  his  conscience  afforded  him  any  ease,  I 
know  not,  but  he  slipped  into  bed  again,  and 
lay  very  quiet,  until  the  robber  and  his  mis- 
tress were  asleep,  and  snored'  in  concert; 
then,  rising  softly,  he  untied  a  rope  that  was 
round  his  pack,  which  making  fast  to  one- 
end  of  it,  he  opened  the  window  with  as  little 
noise  as  possible,  and  lowered  his  goods  into 
the  yard  with  great  dexterity :  then  he  moved 
gently  to  our  bedside,  and  bade  us  farewell, 
telling  us,  that,  as  we  run  no  risk,  we  might 
take  our  rest  with  great  confidence,  ana  in 
the  morning  assure  the  landlord  that  we  knew 
nothing  of  his  escape ;  and,  lastly,  shaking 
us  by  the  hands,  and  wishing  us  all  manner 
of  success,  he  let  himself  drop  from  the  win- 
dow without  any  danger,  for  the  ground  was 
not  above  a  yard  from  his  feet  as  he  hung  on 
the  outside.    Although  I  did  not  think  pro- 
per  to  accompany  him  in  his  flight,  I  was  not 
at  all  free  from  apprehension,  when  I  reflected 
on  what  might  be  the  effect  of  the  highway- 
man's disappointment,  as  he  certainly  in- 
tended  to  make  free  with  the  pedlar's  ware. 
Neither  was  my  companion  at  more  ease  in 
his  mind ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  so  possessed 
with  the  dreadful  idea  of  Rifle,  that  he  soli- 
cited me  strongly  to  follow  our  countryman's 
example,  and  so  elude  the  fatal  resentment 
of  that  terrible  adventurer,  who  would  cer- 
tainly wreak  his  vengeance  on  us,  as  accom- 
plices of  the  pedlar's  elopement.    But  1 
represented  to  him  the  dan^r  of  giving  Rifle 
cause  to  think  we  knew  his  proression,  and 
sug^sted,  that,  if  ever  he  should  meet  us 
again  on  the  road,  he  would  look  upon  us  as 
dangerous  acquaintance,  and  find  it  his  inter- 
est to  put  us  out  of  the  way.    I  told  him 
withal  my  confidence  in  Betty's  good  nature, 
in  which  he  acouiesced;  and,  during  the 
remaining  part  or  the  night,  we  concerted  a 
proper  method  of  behaviour,  to  render  us 
unsuspected  in  the  morning. 

It  was  no  sooner  day,  than  Betty,  entering 
our  chamber,  and  perceiving  our  window 
open,  cried  out, — *<  Ods  bolbs !  sure  you 
Scotchmen  must  have  hot  constitutions,  to 
lie  all  night  with  the  window  open,  in  such 
cold  weather."  I  feigned  to  start  out  of 
sleep,  and,  withdrawing  the  curtain,  called, — 
•*  What's  the  matter  1"  When  she  showed 
me,  I  affected  surprise,  and  said, — "  Bless 
me !  the  window  was  shut  when  we  went  to 
bed."  «'  I'll  be  hanged,"  said  she,  *<  if  Saw- 
ney Waddle  the  pedlar  has  not  got  up  in  a 
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dicflua  and  done  it,  for  I  beard  him  very 
obetropolouB  in  his  sleep.  Sure  I  put  a 
cbamber-pot  under  his  bed."  With  these 
words  she  advanced  to  the  bed  in  which  he 
laj,  and,  finding  the  sheets  cold,  exclaimed,^ 
^Okiod  lack  a  daisy!  the  roeue  is  fled!" 
**  Fled  V*  cried  I,  with  feigned  amazement, 
**  Grod  forbid ! — Sure  he  has  hot  robbed  us." 
Then  springing  up,  I  laid  hold  of  my  breeches, 
and  emptied  all  my  loose  money  into  my 
band;  which  having  reckoned,  I  said, — 
"  Heaven  be  praised,  our  money  is  all  safe : — 
Strap,  look  to  the  knapsack."  He  did  so, 
and  found  all  was  right.  Upon  which  we 
asked,  with  seeming  concern,  if  he  had  stole 
nothing  belonging  to  the  house  ? — **  No,  no," 
replied  she,  ''  he  has  stolen  nothing  but  his 
reckoning;"  which,  it  seems,  this  pious  ped- 
lar  had  utrgot  to  discharge,  in  the  midst  of 
his  devotion.  Betty,  after  a  moment's  pause, 
withdrew;  and  immediately  we  coula  hear 
her  waken  Rifle,  who  no  sooner  heard  of 
Waddle's  flight,  than  he  jumped  out  of  bed 
and  dressed,  venting  a  thousand  execrations, 
and  vowing  to  murder  the  pedlar,  if  ever  he 
should  set  eyes  on  him  sgain : — *'  for,"  said 
he,  **  the  scoundrel  has  by  this  time  raised 
the  hue  and  cry  against  me."  Having  dressed 
himself  in  a  hurry,  he  mounted  his  horse, 
and  for  that  time  rid  us  of  his  company,  and 
a  thousand  fears  that  were  the  consequence 
of  it.  While  we  were  at  breakfast,  Betty 
endeavoured,  by  all  the  cunning  she  was 
mistress  of,  to  learn  whether  or  not  we  sus- 
pected oiu*  fellow-lodger,  whom  we  saw  take 
horse ;  but  as  we  were  on  our  guard,  we  an- 
swered her  sly  questions  with  a  simplicity 
she  could  not  distrust;  when,  all  of  a  sudden, 
we  heard  the  trampling  of  a  horse's  feet  at 
the  door.  This  noise  alarmed  Strap  so  much, 
whose  imagination  was  wholly  engrossed  by 
the  image  of  Rifle,  that,  with  a  countenance 
as  pale  as  milk,  he  cried, — **  O  Lord !  there's 
the  highwayman  returned !"  Our  landlady, 
staring  at  these  words,  said, — "  What  high- 
wayman, young  man? — do  you  think  any 
highwaymen  harbour  here  1"  Though  I  was 
very  much  disconcerted  at  this  piece  of  indis- 
cretion in  Strap,  I  had  presence  of  mind 
enou^  to  tell  her  we  had  met  a  horseman 
the  day  before,  whom  Strap  had  foolishly 
supposed  to  be  a  highwayman,  because  he 
rode  with  pistols ;  and  that  he  had  been  ter- 
rified at  the  sound  of  a  horse's  feet  ever 
since.  She  forced  a  smile  at  the  ignorance 
and  timidity  of  my  comrade ;  but  I  could  per- 
ceive (not  without  great  concern)  that  this 
account  was  not  at  all  satisfactory  to  her. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

We  froceed  on  our  joumey^-are  overtaken 
by  a  highwayman^  who  firee  at  Strap — 
is  prevented  from  ehooting  me  by  a  com- 
pany of  honemenf  who  ride  in  pursuit 


of  himr^Strap  is  put  to  bed  at  an  mn— 
adventures  at  that  inn, 

Aftbb  having  paid  our  score,  and  taken  leave 
of  our  hostess,  who  embraced  me  tenderly 
at  parting,  we  proceeded  on  our  journey, 
blessinff  ourselves  that  we  had  come  ofi^  so 
well.  We  had  not  walked  above  &ve  miles, 
when  we  observed  a  man  on  horseback  gal- 
loping after  us,  whom  we  in  a  short  time 
recognised  to  be  no  other  than  the  formida- 
ble hero  who  had  already  given  us  so  much 
vexation.  He  stopped  hard  by  me,  and  asked 
if  1  knew  who  he  was  1  My  astonishment  had 
disconcerted  me  so  much,  that  I  did  not  hear 
his  question,  which  he  repeated  with  a  voUey 
of  oaths  and  threats ;  but  I  remained  as  route 
as  before.  Strap,  seeing  my  discomposure, 
fell  upon  his  knees  in  the  mud,  uttering,  with 
a  lamentable  voice,  these  words  :-»•*' For 
C— «t's  sake,  have  mercy  upon  us,  Mr  Rifle, 
— we  know  you  very  well."  "  Oho !"  cried 
the  thief,  "  you  do ! — but  you  never  shdl  be 
evidence  against  me  in  this  world,  you  dog !" 
So  saying,  he  drew  a  pbtol,  and  fired  it  at 
the  unfortunate  shaver,  who  fell  flat  upon  the 
ground,  without  speaking  one  word.  Mf 
comrade's  fate,  and  my  own  situation,  rivet- 
ted  me  to  the  place  wnere  I  stood,  deprived 
of  all  sense  and  reflection ;  so  that  I  did  not 
make  the  least  attempt  either  to  run  away, 
or  deprecate  the  wrath  of  this  barbarian,  who 
snapped  a  second  pistol  at  me ;  but  before  he 
had  time  ta  prime  again,  perceiving  a  com<* 
pany  of  horseme^  coming  up,  he  rode  off,  and 
left  me  standing  motionless  as  a  statue,  in 
which  posture  I  was  found  by  those  whose 
appearanpe  had  saved  my  life.  This  com- 
pany consisted  of  three  men  in  livery,  well 
armed,  with  an  officer,  who  (as  I  afterwards 
learned)  was  the  person  from  whom  Rifle 
had  taken  the  pocket  pistols  the  day  before ; 
and  who,  making  known  his  misfortune  to  a 
nobleman  he  met  on  the  road,  and  assuring 
him  his  non-resistance  was  altogether  owing 
to  his  consideration  for  the  ladies  in  the  coacl^ 
procured  the  assistance  of  his  lordship's  ser- 
vants to  go  in  quest  of  the  plunderer.  This 
holiday  captain  scampered  up  to  me  with 
great  address,  and  a#ked  who  fired  the  pistol 
which  he  had  heard.  As  I  had  not  yet  recov- 
ered my  reason,  he,  before  I  could  answer, 
observed  a  body  lying  on  the  ground ;  at  which 
sight  lus  colour  changed,  and  he  pronounced, 
with  a  faultering  tongue, — "Gentlemen, 
here's  murder  committed!  let  us  alight." 
*'  No,  no,"  said  one  of  his  followers,  *'let  us 
rather  pursue  the  murderer.  Which  way 
went  he,  young  man  1"  By  this  time  I  bad 
recollected  myself  so  fiir  as  to  tell  them,  that 
he  could  not  be  a  Quarter  of  a  mile  before; 
and  to  beg  of  one  or  them  to  assist  me  in  con- 
veying the  corpse  of  my  friend  to  the  next 
house,  in  order  to  its  being  interred.  The 
captain,  foreseeing  that,  in  case  he  should 
I  pursue,  he  must  spon  come  to  action,  began 
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to  curb  his  hone,  and  give  him  the  spur  at 
the  aaoie  time,  which  treatment  making  the 
creature  rear  up  and  snort,  he  called  out  Iiis 
horse  was  frightened,  and  would  not  proceed ; 
at  the  same  time  wheeling  him  round  and 
round,  stroking  his  neck,  whistling  and  wheed- 
ling him  with^*'  sirrah,  sirrah,  gently,  gen- 
tly?'  &c.  "  Zounds !"  cried  one  of  the  ser- 
vants, "  sure  my  lord's  sorrel  is  not  resty !" 
With  these  words  he  bestowed  a  lash  on  his 
buttocks,  and  sorrel,  disdaining  the  rein, 
sprung  forward  with  the  captain  at  a  pace 
that  would  have  soon  brought  him  up  with 
the  robber,  had  not  the  girth  (happily  for  him) 

S'ven  way,  by  which  means  he  landed  in  the 
rt !  and  two  of  his  attendants  continued 
their  pursuit,  without  minding  his  situation. 
Meanwhile,  one  of  the  three,  who  remained 
0t  my  desire,  turning  the  body  of  Strap,  in 
order  to  see  the  wound  which  had  killed  him, 
found  him  still  warm,  and  breathing ;  upon 
which  I  immediately  let  him  blood,  and  saw 
him,  with  inexpressible  joy,  recover ;  he  hav- 
ing received  no  other  wound  than  what  his 
fear  had  inflicted.  Having  raised  him  upon 
his  legs,  we  walked  together  to  an  inn,  about 
half  a  mile  from  the  place,  where  Strap,  who 
was  not  quite  recovered,  went  to  bed ;  and, 
in  a  little  time,  the  third  servant  returned 
with  the  captain's  horse  and  furniture,  Teav- 
ins  him  to  crawl  after  as  well  as  he  could. 
This  gentleman  of  the  sword,  upon  his  ar- 
rival, complained  grievously  of  the  bruise 
x>cca8ionea  by  his  rail :  and,  on  the  recom- 
mendation or  the  servant^vwho  warranted 
my  ability,  I  was  employed  to  bleed  him, 
for  which  service  he  rewarded  me  with  half 
a  crovm. 

The  time  between  this  event  and  dinner,  I 
passed  in  observing  a  game  at  cards  between 
two  farmers,  an  exciseman,  and  a  young  fel- 
low in  a  rusty  gown  and  cassock,  who,  as  I 
afterwards  understood,  was  curate  of  a  neigh- 
bouring parish.  It  was  easy  to  perceive  that 
the  match  was  not  equal,  and  that  the  two 
farmers,  who  were  partners,  had  to  do  with 
a  couple  of  sharpers,  who  stript  them  of  all 
their  cash  in  a  very  short  time.  But  what 
surprised  me  very  much  was,  to  hear  this 
clergyman  reply  to  one  of  the  countrymen, 
who  seemed  to  suspect  foul  play,  in  these 
words; — "D — ^n  me,  friend,  d'ye  question 
my  honour?" — I  did  not  at  all  wonder  to  find 
a  cheat  in  canonicals,  this  being  a  character 
f^^uent  in  my  own  country ;  but  I  was  scan- 
dahzed  at  the  indecency  of  his  behaviour, 
which  appeared  in  the  oaths  he  swore,  and 
the  bawdy  songs  which  he  sung.  At  last,  to 
make  amends,  in  some  sort,  for  the  damage 
he  had  don^  to  the  unwary  boors,  he  pulled 
ont  a  fiddle  from  the  lining  of  his  govm,  and, 
promising  to  treat  them  at  dinner,  began  to 
play  most  melodiously,  singing  in  concert  all 
the  while.  This  good  humour  of  the  parson 
inspired  the  company  with  so  much  glee,  that 
the  fumen  toon  forgot  their  losses,  and  all 


present  went  to  dancing  in  the  yard.    While 
we  were  agreeably  amused  in  this  manner, 
our  musician,  spying  a  horseman  riding  to* 
wards  the  inn,  stopped  all  of  a  sudden,  crying 
out, — **  Gad  so !  gentlemen',  I  beg  your  par- 
don ;  there's  our  dog  of  a  doctor  coming  into 
the  inn."    He  immediately  concealed  his 
instrument,  and  ran  towards  the  gate,  where 
he  took  hold  of  the  vicar's  bridle,  and  helped 
him  off,  inquiring  very  cordially  into  the  state 
of  his  health.    This  rosy  son  of  the  church 
(who  might  be  about  the  age  of  fifty)  having 
alighted,  and  entrusted  the  curate  with  his 
horse,  stalked  with  ^at  solemnity  into  the 
kitchen,  where,  sittmg  down  by  the  fire,  he 
called  for  a  bottle  of  ale  and  a  pipe,  scarce 
deigning  an  answer  to  the  submissive  aues* 
tions  of  those  who  inquired  about  the  welfare 
of  his  family.     While  he  indulcped  himself  in 
this  state,  amidst  a  pro^und  silence,  the 
curate  approaching  him  with  great  reverence, 
asked  if  he  would  not  be  pleased  to  honour 
us  with  his  company  at  dinner?    To  which 
interrogation  he  answered  in  the  negative, 
saying,  he  had  been  to  visit  Squire  Bumpkin, 
who  had  drank  himself  into  a  high  fever  at 
the  last  assizes ;  and  that  he  had,  on  leaving 
his  own  house,  told  Betty  he  should  dine  at 
home.    Accordingly,  when  he  had  made  an 
end  of  his  bottle  and  pipe,  he  rose  and  moved 
with  prelatical  dignity  to  the  door,  where 
his  iourneyman  stood  ready  with  his  nag. 
He  nad  no  sooner  mounted,  than  the  face- 
tious curate  coming  into  the  kitchen,  held 
forth  in  this  manner;  "There  the  old  ras- 
cal  ffoes,  and  the  d — ^1  go  with  him.    Yon 
see  how  the  world  wags,  gentlemen.     By 
Gad,  this  rogue  of  a  vicar  does  not  deserve 
to  live ;  and  yet  he  has  two  livings  worth 
£400  per  annumi  while  poor  I  am  fain  to  do 
all  his  drudgery,  and  ride  twenty  miles  every 
Sunday  to  preach,  for  what?  why,  truly,  for 
£20  a^year.    I  scorn  to  boast  of  my  own 
qualifications :  but — comparisons  are  odious. 
I  should  be  glad  to  know  how  this  swag- 
bellied  doctor  deserves  to  be  more  al  ease 
than  me.    He  can  loll  in  his  elbow  chair  at 
home,  indulge  himself  in  the  best  of  victuals 
and  wine,  and  enjoy  the  conversation  of  Betty, 
his  housekeeper.    You  understand  me,  ^n- 
tlemen.    Betty  is  the  doctor's  poor  kins- 
woman, and  a  pretty  giri  she  is ;  but  no  matter 
for  that : — aj,  and  a  dutiful  girl  to  her  parents, 
whom  she  visits  regularly  every  year:  though, 
I  must  own,  I  could  never  learn  in  what 
country  they  live — ^my  service  t'ye,  gentle- 
men."   By  this  time  dinner  being  ready,  I 
waked  my  companion,  and  we  ate  all  together 
with  great  cheerfulness.    When  our  meal 
was  ended,  and  every  man's  share  of  the 
reckoning  adjusted,  the  curate  went  out  on 
pretence  of  some  necessary  occasion,  and 
mounting  his  horse,  left  the  two  farmers  to 
satisfy  the  host  in  the  best  manner  they  coald. 
We  were  no  sooner  informed  of  this  piece 
of  finesse,  than  the  eKcisemaiiy  who  had  been 
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silent  hitherto,  beflan  to  open  with  a  malicious 

frin : — '*  Ay,  ay,  uiis  is  an  old  trick  of  Shuffle : 
could  not  help  smiling  when  he  talked  of 
treating.  Yoa  must  Imow  this  is  a  very 
curious  fellow.  He  picked  up  some  scraps 
of  leaminff  while  he  servea  young  Lord 
Trifle  at  the  university.  But  what  he  most 
excels  in  is  pimping.  No  man  knows  his 
talents  better  than  I;  for  I  was  valet-de- 
chambre  to  Squire  Tattle,  an  intimate  com- 
pan  ion  of  Shuffle's  lord.  He  got  himself 
into  a  scrape,  by  pawning  some  of  his  lord- 
ship's clothes,  on  which  account  he  was 
turned  away ;  but,  as  he  was  acquainted  with 
some  particular  circumstances  of  my  lord's 
conduct,  he  did  not  care  to  exasperate  him 
too  much,  and  so  made  interest  for  his  re- 
ceiving onders,  and  afterwards  recommended 
him  to  the  curacy  which  he  now  enjoys. 
However,  the  felfow  cannot  be  too  much 
admired  for  his  dexterity  in  making  a  com- 
fortable livelihood,  in  spite  of  such  a  small 
allowance.  You  hear  he  plays  a  good  stick, 
and  is  really  diverting  in  company.  These 
qualifications  moke  him  agreeable  wherever 
he  goes ;  and,  as  for  playing  at  cards,  there 
is  not  a  man  within  three  counties  a  match 

for  him :  the  truth  is,  he  is  a  d ble  cheat, 

and  can  shift  a  card  with  such  address,  that 
it  is  impossible  to  discover  him."  Here  he 
was  interrupted  by  one  of  the  farmers,  who 
asked  why  he  had  not  justice  enough  to  ac- 
quaint them  with  these  particulars  before 
uiey  engaged  in  play  1  The  exciseman  re- 
plied, without  any  hesitation,  that  it  was  none 
of  his  business  to  intermeddle  between  man 
and  man;  besides,  he  did  not  know  thev 
were  ignorant  of  Shuffle's  character,  which 
was  notorious  to  the  whole  country.  This 
did  not  satisfy  the  other,  who  taxed  him  with 
abetting  and  assisting  the  curate's  knavery, 
and  insisted  on  having  hb  share  of  the  win- 
nings returned :  this  demand  the  exciiseman 
as  positively  refused,  affirming,  that  whatso- 
ever slights  Shuffle  might  practice  on  other 
occasions,  he  was  very  certain  that  he  had 
played  on  the  square  with  them,  and  would 
answer  it  before  any  bench  in  Christendom ; 
so  saying,  he  got  up,  and  having  paid  his 
reckoning,  sneaked  off.  The  landlord  thrust- 
ing his  neck  into  the  passage  to  see  if  he 
was  fione,  shook  his  head,  saying, — "Ah I 
Lord  nelp  us,  if  every  sinner  was  to  have  his 
deserts.  Well,  we  victuallers  must  not  dis- 
otMige  the  excisemen.  But  I  know  what: — 
if  narson  Shuffle  and  he  were  weighed  to- 
getner,  a  straw  thrown  into  either  scale, 
would  make  the  balance  kick  the  beam.  But, 
masters,  this  is  under  the  rose,"  continued 
Boniface,  with  a  whisper. 


CHAPTER  X. 

The  kighwaytnan  is  toAcei^— «oe  are  detained 
aa  evidence  againet  htm-^rooied  to  the 
SX* 


next  viUagC'^^ke  etcapef^— toe  arrive  at 
another  inn,  where  we  go  to  6e<i— an  the 
night  we  are  awaked  by  a  dreadful  ad- 
venture-'-^fiext  night  we  lodge  at  the 
house  of  a  schoolmaster— our  treatment 
there. 

Strap  and  I  were  about  to  depart  on  our 
journey,  when  we  perceived  a  crowd  on  the 
road,  cominff  towards  us,  shouting  and  hd- 
looing  all  the  way.  As  it  approached,  we 
could  discern  a  man  on  horseback  in  the 
middle,  with  his  hands  tied  behind  him,  whom 
we  soon  knew  to  be  Rifle.  This  highway- 
man not  being  so  well  mounted  as  tne  two 
servants  who  went  in  pursuit  of  him,  was 
soon  overtaken,  and,  after  having  discharged 
his  pistols,  made  prisoner  without  any  fuxuier 
opposition.  They  were  carrying  him  in  tri- 
umph, amidst  the  acclamations  of  the  coun- 
try people,  to  a  justice  of  peace  in  a  neigh- 
bouring village,  but  stopped  at  our  inn  to 
join  their  companion,  and  take  refreshment. 
When  Rifle  was  dismounted,  and  placed  in 
the  yard,  within  a  circle  of  peasants  armed 
with  pitchforks,  I  was  amazed  to  see  what  a 
pitiful  dejected  fellow  he  now  appeared,  who 
had  but  a  few  hours  before  filled  me  with 
such  terror  and  confusion.  M}r  companion 
was  so  much  encouraged  by  tms  alteration 
in  his  appearance,  that,  going  up  to  the  thief, 
he  presented  his  clenched  &t8  to  his  nose, 
and  declared  he  would  either  cudgel  or  box 
with  him  for  a  guinea,  which  he  immediately  * 
produced,  and  OQgan  to  strip,  but  was  dis- 
suaded from  this  adventure  by  me,  who  re- 
presented to  him  the  folly  of  the  undertaking, 
as  Rifle  was  now  in  the  hands  of  justice, 
which  would,  no  doubt,  give  us  all  satisfac- 
tion enough.  But  what  made  me  repent  of 
our  impertinent  curiosity,  was  our  being 
detained  by  the  captors  as  evidence  against 
him,  when  we  were  just  going  to  set  forward. 
However,  there  was  no  remedy ;  we  were 
obliged  to  comply ;  and,  accordmffly,  joined 
in  the  cavalcade,  which  luckily,  took  the  same 
road  that  we  had  proposed  to  follow.  About 
the  twilight  we  arrived  at  the  place  of  our 
destination ;  but  as  the  justice  was  gone  to 
visit  a  gentleman  in  the  country,  with  whom 
(we  understood)  he  would  probably  stay  ^ 
night,  the  robber  was  confined  in  an  empty 
garret,  three  stories  high,  from  which  it 
seemed  impossible  for  him  to  escape.  This, 
nevertheless,  was  the  case ;  for  next  morning, 
when  they  went  up  stairs  to  bring  him  before 
the  justice,  the  bird  was  flown,  having  got 
out  at  the  window  upon  the  roof,  from  whence 
he  continued  his  route  along  the  tops  of  the 
adjoining  houses,  and  entered  another  garret 
wmdow,  where  he  skulked  until  the.  &nily 
were  asleep,  at  which  time  he  ventured  down 
stairs,  and  let  himself  out  by  the  street  door, 
which  was  found  open.  This  event  was  a 
great  disappointment  to  those  that  appre- 
hended him,  who  were  flushed  with  hopes  of 
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the  reward ;  but  gave  me  great  joy,  as  I  was 
permitted  now  to  continue  my  journey,  with- 
out any  further  molestation.  Resolving  to 
make  up  for  the  small  progress  we  had  hith- 
erto  made,  we  this  day  travelled  with  great 
vigour,  and  before  night  reached  a  market- 
town,  twenty  miles  from  the  place  from 
whence  we  set  out  in  the  morning,  without 
meeting  any  adventure  worth  notice.  Here, 
having  taken  up  our  lodging  at  an  inn,  I 
found  myself  so  fatigued,  that  I  began  to 
despair  of  performing  our  journev  on  foot, 
and  desired  Strap  to  inquire  if  there  were 
any  wagon,  return  horses,  or  other  cheap 
carriage  in  this  place,  to  depart  for  London 
next  (lay.  He  was  informed  that  the  wagon 
from  Newcastle  to  London  had  halted  there 
two  nights  ago ;  and  that  it  would  be  an  easy 
matter  to  overtake'  it,  if  not  the  next  day,  at 
farthest  the  day  after  the  next.  This  piece 
of  n&ws  gave  us  some  stttiafaction ;  and,  after 
having  made  a  hearty  supper  on  hashed  mut- 
ton, we  were  shown  to  our  room,  which  con- 
tained two  beds ;  the  one  allotted  for  us,  and 
the  other  for  a  very  honest  gentleman,  who, 
we  were  told,  was  then  drinking  below. 
Thouf  h  we  could  have  very  well  Sspensed 
with  his  company,  we  were  glad  to  submit  to 
this  disposition,  as  there  was  not  another  bed 
empty  m  the  house ;  and,  accordingly,  went 
to  rest,  after  having  secured  our  baggage 
under  the  bolster.  About  two  or  three  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  I  was  waked  out  of  a  very 
profound  sleep,  by  a  dreadful  noise  in  the 
chamber,  which  did  not  fail  to  throw  me  into 
an  agony  of  consternation,  when  I  heard 
these  words  pronounced  with  a  terrible  voice: 
— '*  Blood  and  wounds !  run  the  halbert  into 
the  guts  of  him  that's  next  you,  and  I'll  blow 
the  other's  brains  out  presently."  This 
dreadful  salutation  had  no  sooner  reached  the 
ears  of  Strap,  than,  starting  out  of  bed,  he 
ran  against  somebody  in  tlie  dark,  and  over- 
turned him  in  an  instant ;  at  the  same  time 
bawling  out, — "  Fire !  murder !  fire !" — a  cry 
which  m  a  moment  alarmed  the  whole  house, 
and  filled  our  chamber  with  a  crowd  of  naked 
people.  When  lights  were  brought,  the 
occasion  of  all  this  disturbance  soon  appeared; 
which  was  no  other  than  our  fellow-lodger, 
whom  we  found  lying  on  the  floor  scratching 
his  head,  with  a  look  testifying  the  utmost 
astonishment  at  the  concourse  of  apparitions 
that  surrounded  him.  This  honest  gentle- 
man was,  it  seems,  a  recruiting  seijeant,  who 
having  listed  two  country  fellows  over  night, 
dreamed  they  had  mutinied,  and  threatened 
to  murder  him  and  the  drummer  who  was 
along  with  him.  This  made  such  an  im- 
pression on  his  imagination,  that  he  got  up 
in  his  sleep,  and  expressed  himself  as  above. 
When  our  apprehension  of  danger  vanished, 
the  company  behel^  one  another  with  ^reat 
surprise  and  mirth ;  but  what  attracted  the 
notice  of  every  one,  was  our  landlady,  with 
nothing  on  but  her  shift  and  a  large  pair  of 


buckskin  breeches,  witli  the  backside  before, 
which  she  had  slipped  on  in  the  hurry,  and 
her  husband,  with  her  petticoat  about  his 
shoulders:  one  had  wrapped  himself  in  a 
blanket,  another  was  covered  with  a  sheet, 
and  the  drummer,  who  had  given  liis  only 
shirt  to  be  washed,  appeared  in  cuerpo,  with 
the  bolster  rolled  about  his  middle.  When 
this  afiair  was  discussed,  every  body  retired 
to  his  own  apartment ;  the  serjeant  slipped 
into  bed,  and  my  companion  and  I  slept  with- 
out any  further  disturbance  till  morning,  when 
we  got  up,  went  to  breakfast,  paid  our  reck- 
oning,  and  set  forward,  in  expectation  of 
overtaking  the  wagon ;  in  which  hope,  how- 
ever, we  were  disappointed  for  that  day.  As 
we  exerted  ourselves  more  than  usual,  I  found 
myself  quite  spent  with  fatigue,  when  we 
entered  a  small  village  in  the  twilight.  We 
inquired  for  a  public  hous^  and  were  directed 
to  one  of  a  very  sorry  appearance.  At  our 
entrance,  the  landlord,  who  seemed  to  be  a 
venerable  old  man,  with  long  gray  hair,  rose 
from  a  table  placed  by  a  large  fire  in  a  very 
neat  paved  kitchen,  and,  with  a  cheerful 
countenance,  accosted  us  in  these  words  :>* 
'*  salvete,  pueri  ingredimini"  I  was  not  a 
little  pleased  to  hear  our  host  speak  Latin, 
because  I  was  in  hope  of  recommending  my- 
self  to  him  by  my  knowledge  in  that  language; 
I  therefore  answered,  without  hesitation, 
"  dissolve  frigus^  ligna  super  foco-'4arge 
reponens.**  I  had  no  sooner  pronounced 
these  words,  than  the  old  gentleman,  running 
towards  me,  shook  me  by  me  hand,  crying, — 
^*Jili  mi  dilectissime !  unde  venis  7  a  superis, 
ni  fallor!"  In  short,  finding  we  were  both 
read  in  the  classics,  he  did  not  know  how  to 
testify  his  regard  enough;  but  ordered  his 
daughter,  a  jolly,  rosy-cheeked  damsel,  who 
was  his  sole  domestic,  to  bring  us  a  bottle  of 
his  quadrimum,  repeating,  from  Horace,  at 
the  same  time, — "  deprome  qucLdrimum.  sa- 
binat  O  Tkaliarche  merum  diota.**  This 
quadrimum  was  exceUent  ale  of  his  own 
brewing,  of  which  he  told  us  he  had  always 
an  amphora  four  years  old  for  the  use  of 
himself  and  friends.  In  the  course  of  our 
conversation,  which  was  interlarded  with 
scraps  of  Ditin,  we  understood  that  this 
facetious  person  was  a  schoolmaster,  whose 
income  being  small,  be  was  fain  to  keep  a 
glass  of  good  liquor  for  the  entertainment  of 
passengers,  by  which  he  made  shift  to  make 
the  two  ends  of  the  year  meet.  "  I  am  Ibie 
day,"  said  he,  '*  the  happiest  old  fellow  in  his 
majesty's  dominions.  My  wife,  rest  her  soul, 
is  m  heaven.  My  daughter  is  to  be  married 
next  week :  but  the  two  chief  pleasures  of 
my  life  are  these — (pointing  to  the  bottle, 
and  a  large  edition  of  Horace  that  lay  on  the 
table).  I  am  old,  tis  true, — ^what  theni  the 
more  reason  I  should  enjoy  the  small  share 
of  life  that  remains,  as  my  friend  FlaccdB 
advises: — tu  ne  qumsieris  (scire  nefas) 
quern  miki,  quern  tibi  finem  dii  dederinL 
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€)arpe  dism  quaih  minimum  credula  pos- 
tero,**    Ab  be  was  very  inquisitive  about  our 
a^rs,  we  made  no  scruple  of  acquainting 
him  with  our  situation,  which,  when  he  had 
learned,  he  enriched  us  with  advices  how  to 
behave  in  the  world,  telling  us,  that  he  was 
no  stranger  to  the  deceits  of  mankind.    In 
the  meantime,  he  ordered  his  daugliter  to  lay 
a  fowl  to  the  fire  for  supper,  for  he  was  re- 
solved this  night  to  regale  his  friends, — per- 
mittens  divis  catera.     While  our  entertain- 
ment was  preparing,  our  host  recounted  the 
adventures  of  his  own  life,  which,  as  they 
contain  nothing  remarkable,  I  forbear  to  re- 
hearse.    When  we  had  fared  sumptuously, 
and  drank  several  bottles  of  his  quadrimumy 
I  Expressed  a  desire  of  going  to  rest,  which 
was  with  some  difficulty  complied  with,  afler 
he  had  informed  us  that  we  should  overtake 
the  wagon  by  noon  next  day ;  and  that  there 
was  room  enough  in  it  for  half  a  dozen,  for 
there  were  otily  four  passengers  as  vet  in 
that  convenience.    Before  my  comrade  and 
I  fell  asleep,  we  had  some  conversation  about 
the  good  humour  of  our  landlord,  which  gave 
Strap  such  an  idea  of  his  benevolence,  that 
he  positively  believed  we  should  pay  nothing 
for  our  lodging  and  entertainment.     '*  Don't 
you  observe,"  said  he,  '*  that  he  has  conceived 
a  particular  affection  for  us ;  nay,  even  treated 
us  at  supper  with  extraordinary  fare,  which, 
to  be  sure,  we  should  not  of  ourselves  have 
called  for  V*    I  was  partly  of  Strap's  opinion ; 
but  the  experience  I  had  of  the  world  made 
me  suspend  my  belief  till' the  morning,  when, 
getting  up  betimes,  we  breakfasted  with  our 
host  and  his  daughter  on  hasty-pudding  and 
ale,  and  desired  to  know  what  we  had  to  pay. 
"  Biddy  will  let  you  know,  gentlemen,"  said 
be,  "  for  I  never  mind  these  matters.    Money 
matters  are  beneath  the  concern  of  one  who 
lives  upon  the  Horatian  plan— cre^cenfem 
semiitur    euro    pecuniam.**      Meanwhile, 
Biddy  having  consulted  a  slate  that  hung  in 
the  corner,  told  us  our  reckoning  came  to 
8r.  7<2.     "  Eight  ehillings  and  seven  pence !" 
cried  Strap ;  ^  'tis  impossible — ^you  must  be 
mistaken,  young  woman."    "  Beckon  again, 
child,"  says  her  father,  very  deliberately, 
"perhaps  you   have  miscounted."      "No, 
indeed,  father,"  she  replied,  "I  know  my 
business  better."    I  could  contain  my  indig- 
nation no  longer,  but  said,  it  was  an  uncon- 
scionable bill,  and  demanded  to  know  the 
pattfculars ;  upon  which  the  old  man  got  up, 
mastering — "  ty,  ay,  let  us  see  the  particu- 
lars— that's  but  reasonable."     And,  taking 
pen,  ink,  and  paper,   wrote  the  following 
items. — "  To  bread  and  beer,  6«?. — to  a  fo\n 
and  sauMges,  2«.  tid. — ^to  four  bottles  quad- 
rtm,  Utoi— to  fire  and  tobacco,  7d. — to  lodor- 
ing,  &!.— to  breakfast.  Is. — Total,  8*.  7d.** 
As  he  had  not  the  appearance  of  a  common 
publican,  and  had  raised  a  sort  of  veneration 
in  me  by  his  demeanour  the  preceding  night. 
It  wa0  Bot  in  my  power  to  upbraid  him  as  he 


deserved ;  therefore,  I  contented  myself  with 
saying,  I  was  sure  he  did  not  learn  to  be  an 
extortioner  from  Horace.    He  answered,  I 
was  but  a  younff  man,  and  did  not  know  the 
world,  or  I  would  not  tax  him  with  extortion, 
whose  only  aim  was  to  live  contentus  parvo, 
and  keep  off  importuna  pauperies.      My 
fellow-traveller  could  not  so  easily  put  up 
with  this  imposition ;  but  swore  he  should 
either  take  one-third  of  the  money,  or  go 
without.     While  we  were  engaged  in  this 
dispute,  I  perceived  the  daughter  go  out,  and, 
conjecturing  the  occasion,  immediately  paid 
the  exorbitant  demand ;  which  was  no  sooner 
done,  than  Biddy  returned  with  two  stout 
fellows,  who  came  in  on  pretence  of  taking 
their  morning  draught,  but  m  reality  to  frighten 
us  into  compliance.    Just  as  we  departed, 
Strap,  who  was  half  distracted  on  account 
of  this  piece  of  expense,  went  up  to  the 
schoolmaster,  and  grinning  in  his  face,  pro- 
nounced with   great  emphasis, — "  Semper 
avarus  eget,**    To  which  the  pedant  replied, 
with  a  malicious  smile, — ^  Animum  rege, 
qui  nisi  paret,  imperat.** 


CHAPTER  XI. 

We  descry  the  wagon — get  into  it — arrive 
at  an  inn — ourfiUow-travellers  described 
— a  mistake  is  committed  by  Strap^  which 
produces  strange  things. 

We  travelled  half  a  mile  without  exchanging 
one  word ;  my  thoughts  being  engrossed  by 
the  knavery  of  the  world,  to  which  I  must 
be  daily  exposed ;  and  the  contemplation  of 
my  finances,  which  began  sensibly  to  diminish. 
At  length  Strap,  who  could  hold  no  longer, 
addressed  me  thus : — "  Well,  fools  and  tneir 
money  are  soon  parted.  If  my  advice  had 
been  taken,  that  old  skinflint  should  have 
been  damn'd  before  he  had  got  more  than  the 
third  of  his  demand.  'Tis  a  sure  sign  you 
came  easily  by  your  money,  when  you  squan- 
der it  away  in  this  manner.  Ah,  God  help 
you,  how  many  bristly  beards  must  I  have 
mowed  before  I  earned  four  shillings  and 
three- pence  halfpenny,  which  is  all  thrown 
to  the  dogs !  How  many  days  have  I  sat 
weaving  hair,  till  my  toes  were  numbed  by 
the  cold,  my  fingers  cramped,  and  my  nose 
as  blue  as  the  sign  of  the  periwig  that  hung 
over  the  door!  What  the  devil  was  vou 
afraid  of?  I  would  have  engaged  to  box  with 
any  one  of  those  fellows  that  came  in,  for  a 
guinea.  Pm  sure  I  have  beat  stouter  men 
than  either  of  them."  And  indeed  my  com- 
panion would  have  fought  any  body,  when 
nis  life  was  in  no  danger ;  but  he  bad  a  mortal 
aversion  to  fire-arms,  and  ail  instruments  of 
death.  In  order  to  appease  him,  I  assured 
him  no  part  of  this  extraordinary  expense 
should  fall  upon  his  shoulders:  at  which 
declaration  he  was  affronted,  and  told  me, 
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he  would  have  me  to  know,  that  although  he 
was  a  poor  barber's  boy,  he  had  a  soul  to 
spend  his  money  with  the  best  squire  of  the 
land.  Having  walked  all  day  at  a  great  pace, 
without  halting  for  a  refreshment,  we  des- 
cried, towards  the  evening,  to  our  inexpress- 
ible joy,  the  wagon  about  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  before  us ;  and,  by  the  time  we  reached 
it,  were  both  of  us  so  weary,  that,  I  verily 
believe,  it  would  have  been  impracticable 
for  us  to  have  walked  one  mile  faither.  We 
therefore  bargained  with  the  driver,  whose 
name  was  Joey,  to  give  us  a  cast  to  the  next 
stage  for  a  shiMing ;  at  which  place  we  should 
meet  the  master  of  the  wagon,  with  whom 
we  might  agree  for  the  rest  of  the  journey. 

Accordingly,  the  conveyance  stopped,  and 
Joey  having  placed  the  ladder.  Strap  (being 
loaded  with  our  baggage)  mounted  first ;  bu^ 
just  as  he  was  getting  in,  a  tremendous  voice 
assailed  his  ears  in  th^ese  words : —  **  God's 
fury !  there  shall  no  passengers  come  here." 
The  poor  shaver  was  so  disconcerted  at  this 
exclamation,  which  both  he  and  I  imagined 
proceeded  from  the  mouth  of  a  giant,  that  he 
descended  with  great  velocity,  and  a  counte- 
nance as  white  as  paper.  Joey,  perceiving 
our  astonishment,  called  in  an  arch  sneer, 
— "  Waunds,  coptain,  whay  woant  you  suf- 
fer the  poor  wagoner  to  meake  a  penny  1 
Coom,  coom,  young  man,  get  oop,  get  oop, 
never  moind  the  coptain — ^I'se  not  arear'd  of 
the  coptain."  This  was  not  encouragement 
sufficient  to  Strap,  who  could  not  be  prevailed 
upon  to  venture  up  again ;  upon  which  I  at- 
tempted, though  not  without  a  quaking  heart, 
when  I  heard  the  same  voice  muttenng  like 
distant  thunder, — "  hell  and  the  devil  con- 
found me,  if  I  don't  make  you  smart  for  this!" 
However,  I  crept  in,  and  by  accident  got  an 
empty  place  in  the  straw,  which  I  immediate- 
ly took  possession  of,  without  being  able  to 
discern  the  faces  of  my  fellow-travellers  in 
the  dark.  Strap,  followmg  with  the  knapsack 
on  his  back,  chanced  to  take  the  other  side, 
and,  by  a  jolt  of  the  carriage,  pitched  directlv 
upon  the  stomach  of  the  captain,  who  bel- 
lowed out  in  a  most  dreadful  manner, — 
*<  blood  and  thunder,  where's  my  sword  1"  At 
these  words,  my  fHghted  comrade  started  up, 
and  at  one  spring  ^unced  against  me  with 
such  force,  that  I  thought  he  was  the  supposed 
son  of  Anak,  who  intended  to  press  me  to 
death.  In  the  mean  time,  a  female  voice 
cried,*^"  bless  me,  what  is  the  matter,  my 
dejurl"  "  The  matter,"  replied  the  captain, 
"  damn  my  blood !  my  guts  are  squeezed  into 
a  pancake  by  that  Scotchman's  hump."  Strap, 
trembling  all  the  while  at  my  back,  asked 
him  pardon,  and  laid  the  blame  of  what  had 
happened  upon  the  jolting  of  the  wagon;  and 
the  woman  who  spoke  before  went  on: — **  ay, 
ay,  my  dear,  it  is  our  own  fault;  we  may  thank 
ourselves  for  all  the  inconveniences  we  meet 
with.  I  thank  God  I  never  travelled  so  be- 
fore.   I  am  sure,  if  my  lady  or  Sir  John  was 


to  know  where  we  are,  they  would  not  sleep 
this  night  for  vexation.  I  wish  to  God  we 
had  wrote  for  the  chariot ;  I  know  we  shall 
never  be  forgiven. "  "  Come,  come,  my  dear," 
replied  captain,  « it  dont  signify  fretting  now 
— we  shall  laugh  it  over  as  a  frolic — I  hope 
you  will  not  suffer  in  your  health.  I  shall 
make  my  lord  veiy  merry  with  our  adventures 
in  the  diligence."  This  discourse  gave  me 
such  a  high  notion  of  the  captain  andnis  lady 
that  I  durst  not  venture  to  join  in  the  conver  •- 
sation.  But  immediately  tffler,  another  fe- 
male voice  began: — "  Some  people  give  them- 
selves a  great  many  needless  airs— bette* 
folks  than  any  here  have  travelled  in  wag 
ons  before  now.  Some  of  us  have  rode  in 
coaches  and  chariots,  with  three  footmen  be- 
hind them,  without  making  so  much  fuss 
about  it.  What  then?  we  are  now  all  upon 
a  footing;  therefore  let's  be  sociable  and  mer- 
ry. Wnat  do  you  say,  Isaac?  is  not  this  a 
good  motion,  you  doating  rogue  ?  speak,  you 
old  cent  per  cent  fornicator.  What  desperate 
debts  are  you  thinking  of?  what  mortgage  are 
you  planning?  Well,  Isaac,  positively  you 
shall  never  gain  my  fkvour  till  you  turn  over 
a  new  leaf,  grow  honest,  and  live  like  a  gen- 
tleman. In  the  mean  time,  give  me  a  kiss 
you  old  fumbler."  These  words,  accompa- 
nied witli  a  hearty  smack,  enlivened  the  per- 
son to  whom  they  were  addressed  to  such  a 
degree  that  he  cried,  in  a  transport,  though 
with  a  faultering  voice, — **  Ah !  you  wanton 
baf  gage — upon  my  credit  you  are  a  waf  gish 
gin,  he,  he,  he."  This  laugh  introduced  a  fit 
of  coughing,  which  almost  suffocated  the  poor 
usurer  (such,  we  afterwards  found,  was  the 
profession  of  our  fellow-traveller).  About 
this  tim^  I  fell  asleep,  and  enjoyed  a  comfort- 
able nap,  till  such  time  as  we  arrived  at  the 
inn  where  we  put  up.  Here,  having  alighted 
from  the  wagon,  I  had  an  opportunity  of 
viewing  the  passengers  in  order  as  they  en- 
tered. The  first  who  appeared  was  a  brisk 
airy  girl,  about  twenty  years  old,  with  a  . 
silver-laced  baton  her  head,  instead  of  a  cap, 
a  blue  stuff  riding-suit  trimmed  with  silver, 
very  much  tarnished,  and  a  whip  in  her  hand. 
After  her  came  limping  an  old  man,  with  a 
worsted  night-cap,  buttoned  under  his  chin, 
and  a  broad-brimmed  hat  slouched  over  it ; 
an  old  rusty  blue  cloak  tied  about  his  neck, 
under  which  appeared  a  brown  surtout,  that 
covered  a  thread-bare  coat  and  waistcoat, 
and,  as  we  afterwards  discerned,  a  dirty 
flannel  jacket.  His  eyes  were  hollow,  blear- 
ed, ana  gummy;  his  face  was  shrivelled 
into  a  thousand  wrinkles;  his  gums  were 
destitute  of  teeth,  his  nose  sharp  and  droop- 
ing, his  chin  peaked  and  prominent,  so  that, 
when  he  mumped  or  spoke,  they  approached 
one  another  like  a  pair  of  nut-crackers :  he 
supported  himself  on  an  ivory  headed  cane ; 
and  his  whole  figure  was  a  just  emblem  of 
winter,  famine  and  avarice. 
But  how  was  I  surprised  when  I  beheld 
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the  fonnidable  captain  in  the  shape  of  a  little 
thin  creature,  about  the  a^  or  forty,  with 
a  Jong  withered  visafle,  very  much  resemblingr 
that  of  a  baboon,  through  the  upper  part  of 
which  two  little  grey  eyes  peeped :  he  wore 
his  own  hair  in  a  queue  that  reached  to  his 
romp,  which  immoderate  length,  I  suppose, 

.  was  the  occasion  of  a  baldness  that  appeared 
on  the  crown  of  his  head,  when  he  deigned 
to  take  off  his  hat,  which  was  very  much  of 
the  size  and  cock  of  Pistors.  Having  laid 
aside  his  great  coat,  I  could  not  help  admir- 
ing the  extraordinary  make  of  this  man  of 
war :  he  was  about  five  feet  and  three  inches 
high,  sixteen  inches  of  which  went  to  his 
&ce  and  lonf  scraggy  neck ;  his  thighs  were 
about  six  inches  in  length,  his  legs  resembling 
spindles  or  drumsticks,  two  feet  and  a  hal^ 
and  his  body,  which  put  me  in  mind  of  ex- 
tension without  substance,  engrossed  the 
remainder ;  so  that,  on  the  whole,  he  appear- 
ed like  a  spider  or  grasshopper  erect,  and 
was  almost  a  vox  et  pr<Bterea  nihil.  His 
dress  consisted  of  a  frock  of  what  is  called 
bear-skin,  the  skirts  of  which  were  about 
half  a  foot  long,  an  hussar  waistcoat,  scarlet 
breeches,  reaching  half  way  down  his  thighs, 
worsted  stockings,  rolled  up  almost  to  his 
groin,  and  shoes  with  wooden  heels  at  least 
two  inches  high:  he  carried  a  sword  very 
near  as  long  as  himself  in  one  hand,  and 
with  the  other  conducted  his  lady,  who  seem- 
ed to  be  a  woman  of  his  own  age,  and  still 
retained  some  remains  of  an  agreeable  person, 
but  so  ridiculously  affected,  that,  had  I  not 
been  a  novice  in  the  world,  I  might  have 
easily  perceived  in  her  the  deplorable  vanity 
and  second-hand  airs  of  a  lady's  woman. 
We  were  all  assembled  in  the  kitchen,  when 
Captain  Weazel  (for  that  was  his  name) 
desired  a  room  with  a  fire  for  himself  and 
spouse,  and  told  the  landlord  they  would  sup 
by  themselves.  The  innkeeper  replied  that 
he  could  not  afford  them  a  pom  by  them- 
selves ;  and,  as  for  supping,  he  had  prepared 
victuals  for  the  passengers  in  the  wagon, 
without  respect  of  persons;  but  if  he  could 
prevail  on  the  rest  to  let  him  have  his  choice 
m  a  separate  manner,  he  should  be  very  well 
pleased.    This  was  no  sooner  said,  than  all 

'  t€ua  declared  against  the  proposal ;  and  Miss 
Jenny  (our  other  female  passen^r^  observed, 
that,  if  Captain  Weazel  and  his  lady  had  a 
mind  to  sup  by  themselves,  they  mif  ht  wait 
until  we  should  have  done.  At  this  hint,  the 
captain putonamartial  frown,  and  looked  very 
biff,  witnout  speaking ;  while  his  yoke-fellow, 
with  a  disdainful  toss  of  her  nose,  muttered 
something  about — '*  creature !" — ^which  Miss 
Jenny  overhearing,  stept  up  to  her,  saying, 
— **  ftone  of  your  names,  good  Mrs  Abigail; 
—creature,  quotha — ^I'll  assure  you.  No 
such  creature  as  you,  neither— no  ten  pound 
gneaker— no  quality  coupler."  Here  the 
captain  interposed,  with  a^*'*  damme.  Ma- 
dam, what  do  you  mean  h^  that  V*    *'  Damn 


you,  sir,  who  are  you  V*  replied  Miss  Jenny, 
"  who   made  you  a  captain,   you   pitifiil, 
trencher-scraping,  pimping  curleil — 'odeath! 
the  army  is  come  to  a  fine  pass,  when  such 
fellows  as  you  ffet  commissions — what,  I 
suppose  you  think  I  don't  know  you  1  agad 
you  and  your  helpmate  are  well  met — a  cast- 
off  mistress  and  a  bald  valet-de-chambre  are 
well  voked  together."   "  Blood  and  wounds!" 
criea  Weazel,  "  d'ye  question  the  honour  of 
my  wife,  madam?    Hell  and  damnation !  no 
man  in  England  durst  say  so  much.    I  would 
flea  him — carbonado  him!    Fuiy  and  destruc* 
tion !  I  would  have  his  liver  for  my  supper." 
So  saying,  he  drew  his  sword,  and  flourished 
with  It,  to  the  great  terror  of  Strap ;  while 
Miss  Jenny,  snapping  her  fingers,  told  him 
she  did  not  value  his  reSentment  a  louse^ 
In  the  midst  of  this  quarrel,  the  master  of 
the  wagon  alighted,  who,  understanding  the 
cause  of  the  disturlMnce,  and  fearing  the 
captain  and  his  lady  would  take  umbrage, 
and  leave  his  carriage,  was  at  great  pains  to 
have  every  thing  ma^e  up ;  which  he  at  last 
accomplisned,  and  we  sat  down  to  supper 
altogether.    At  bed-time  we  were  shown  to 
our  apartments  :  the  old  usurer,  Strap  and  I, 
to  one  room  ;  the  captain,  his  wife,  and  Miss 
Jenny   to  another.     About  midnight,  my 
companion's  bowels  being  disordered,  he  got 
up,  in  order  to  go  backward ;  but,  in  his  re- 
turn, mistaking  one  door  for  another,  entered 
Weazel's  chamber,  and  without  any  hesita- 
tion, went  to  bed  to  his  wife,  who  was  fkst 
asleep,  the  captain  being  at  another  end  of 
the  room,  groping  for  some  empty  vessel,  in 
lieu  of  his  own  chamber  pot,  which  was 
leaky.    As  he  did  not  perceive  Strap  coming 
in,  he  went  towards  his  own  bed,  after  hav- 
ing found  a  convenience ;  but  no  sooner  did 
he  feel  a  rough  head,  covered  with  a  cotton 
night-cap,  than  it  came  into  his  mind  that' 
he  had  mistaken  Miss  Jenny's  bed  instead  of 
his  own,  and  that  the  head  he  felt  was  that 
of  some  gallant,  with  whom  she  had  made 
an  assignation.    Full  of  this  conjecture,  and 
scandanzed  at  the  prostitution  of  his  apart- 
ment, he  snatched  up  the  vessel  he  had  just 
before  filled,  and  emptied  it  at  once  on  the 
astonished  barber  and  his  own  wife,  who, 
waking  at  that  instant,  broke  forth  into  la- 
mentable cries,  which  not  onl^  alarmed  the 
husband  beyond  measure,  but  frightened  poor 
Strap  almost  out  of  his  senses ;  for  he  verily 
believed  himself  bewitched ;  especially  when  . 
the  incensed  captain  seized  him  bv  the  throat, 
with  a  vollev  of  oaths,  asking  him  how  he 
durst  have  the  presumption  to  attempt  the 
chastity  of  his  wife.    Poor  Strap  was  so 
amazed  and  confounded,  that  he  could  say 
nothing  but — "  I  take  God  to  witness,  she's 
a  virgin  for  me."    Mrs  Weazel,  enraged  to 
find  nerself  in  such  a  pickle,  through  the 
precipitation  of  her  husband,  arose  m  her 
shift,  and,  with  the  heel  of  lier  shoe,  which 
she  found  by  the  bed-side,  belaboured  the 
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captain's  bald  pate  till  he  roared — **  Murder." 
'*  I'n  teach  you  to  empty^  your  stink-pots  on 
me,"  cried  she,  <'you  pitiful  hop^'-my-thumb 
coxcomb.  What !  I  warrant  you're  jealous, 
you  man  of  lath.  Was  it  for  this  I  conde- 
scended to  take  you  to  my  bed,  you  poor 
withered,  sapless  twig  V*  The  noise  occa- 
sioned by  tnis  adventure  had  brought  the 
master  of  the  wagon  and  me  to  the  door, 
where  we  overheard  all  that  passed  with 
great  satisfaction,  hk  the  mean  time,  we 
were  alarmed  with  the  cry  of— ^  Rape !  mur- 
der !  rape !"  which  Miss  Jenny  pronounced 
with  great  vociferation.  *'  O*.  you  vile  abom- 
inable old  villain !"  said  she,  "  would  you  rob 
me  of  my  virtue  ?  but  I'll  be  revenged  of  you, 
you  old  ffoat!  I  will.  Help!  for  heaven's 
sake!  help!  I  shall  be  ravished,  ruined! 
help !"  Some  servants  of  the  inn,  hearing 
this  cry,  came  running  up  stairs  with  lights, 
and  such  weapons  as  chance  afforded,  when 
we  beheld  a  very  diverting  scene.  In  one 
comer  stood  the  poor  captain  shivering  in 
his  shirt,  which  was  all  torn  to  rags,  with  a 
woful  visage  scratched  all  over  by  his  wife, 
who  had  by  this  time  wrapped  the  counter- 
pane about  her,  and  set  sobbing  on  the  side 
of  her  bed.  In  the  other  end  lay  the  old 
usurer,  sprawling  on  Miss  Jenny's  bed,  with 
his  flamiel  jacket  over  his  shirt,  and  his  tawny 
meagre  limbs  exposed  to  the  air :  while  she 
held  him  fast  by  the  two  ears,  and  loaded 
him  with  execrations.  When  we  asked 
what  was  the  matter,  she  affected  to  weep ; 
told  us  she  was  afraid  that  wicked  rogue  had 
ruined  her  in  her  sleep;  and  bade  us  take 
notice  of  what  we  saw,  for  ^he  intended  to 
make  use  of  our  evidence  against  him.  The 
poor  wretch  looked  like  one  more  dead  than 
alive,  and  begged  to  be  released;  a  favour 
which  he  had  no  sooner  obtained  than  he 
protested  she  was  no  woman,  but  a  devil  in- 
carnate ;  that  she  had  first  seduced  his  flesh 
to  rebel,  and  then  betrayed  him.  *'Yes, 
cockatrice,"  continued  he,  "  you  know  you 
laid  this  snare  for  me,  but  you  shan't  succeed, 
for  I  will  hang  myself  before  you  shall  get  a' 
farthing  off  me."  So  saying,  he  crawled  to 
his  own  bed,  groaning  all  the  way.  We  then 
advanced  to  the  captain,  who  told  us, — 
*'  Gentlemen,  here  has  been  a  damned  mis- 
take ;  but  rU  be  revenged  on  him  who  was 
the  occasion  of  it.  That  Scotchman  who 
carries  the  knapsack  shall  not  breathe  this 
vital  air  another  day,  if  my  name  be  Weazel. 
My  dear,  I  ask  you  ten  thousand  pardons ; 
you  are  sensible  I  could  mean  no  harm  to 
you."  "  I  know  not  what  you  meant,"  re- 
plied she  sighing,  <*  but  I  know  I  have  got 
enougii  to  send  me  to  my  grave."  At  lengtli 
they  were  reconciled.  Tne  wife  was  com- 
plimented with  a  share  of  Miss  Jenny's  bed, 
(her  own  being[  overflowed),  and  the  master 
of  the  wagon  invited  Weazel  to  sleep  the 
remaining  part  of  the  night  with  him.  I 
retired  to  mine,  where  I  found  Strap  mortally 


afraid,  he  having  stole  away  in  the  dark* 
while  the  captain  and  his  lady  were  at  logger* 
heads. 


CHAPTER  XIL 

Captain  Weazel  challengee  Strap,  who  de» 
dines  the  combat— an  affair  between  the 
captain  and  me — the  usurer  is  fain  to 
give  Miss  Jenny  five  guineas  for  a  re- 
lease—we  are  in  danger  of  losing  a  meal 
— the  behaviour  of  Weazel,  Jenny  and 
Joey,  on  that  occasion — an  account  of 
Captain  Weazel  and  his  lady — the  cap' 
taints  courage  tried — Isaac's  mirth  at  the 
captain's  expense. 

Next  morning  I  agreed  to  give  the  master 
of  the  wagon  ten  shillings  for  my  passage 
to  London,  provided  Strap  should  be  allowed 
to  take  my  place  when  I  should  be  disposed 
to  walk.  At  the  same  time  I  desired  him  to 
appease  the  incensed  captain,  who  had  en- 
tered the  kitchen  with  a  drawn  sword  in  his 
hand,  and  threatened,  with  many  oaths,  to 
sacrifice  the  villain  who  attempted  to  violate 
his  bed.  But  it  was  to  no  purpose  for  the 
master  to  explain  the  mistake,  and  assure 
him  of  the  poor  lad's  innocence,  who  stood 
trembling  behind  me  all  the  while :  the  more 
submission  that  appeared  in  Strap,  the  more 
implacable  seemed  the  resentment  of  Weazel, 
who  swore  he  must  either  fight  him,  or  he 
would  instantly  put  him  to  death.  I  was 
extremely  provoked  at  this  insolence,  and 
told  him,  it  could  not  be  supposed  that  a 
poor  barber  lad  would  engage  a  man  of  the 
sword  at  his  own  weapon ;  but  I  was  peniua^ 
ded  he  would  wrestle  or  box  with  him.  To 
which  proposal  Strap  immediately  gave  as- 
sent, by  saying,  he  would  box  with  him  for 
a  guinea.  Weazel  replied,  with  a  look  of 
disdain,  that  it  was  beneath  any  gentleman 
of  his  character  to  fight  like  a  porter,  or  even 
to  put  himself  on  a  footing,  m  any  respect, 
with  such  a  fellow  as  Strap.  **Oddsbodi.  . 
kins !"  cried  Joey,  *•  sure,  coptain,  yaw  would 
not  commit  moorder!  Here's  a  poor  lad 
that  is  willing  to  make  atoonement  for  hie 
offence;  and  an  that  woan't  satisfie  yaw, 
offers  to  fight  yaw  fairly.  An  yaw  woan't 
box,  I  dare  say  he  will  coodgel  with  yaw. 
Woan't  yaw,  my  lad  1" — Strap,  afler  some 
hesitation,  answered, — *•  Yes,  yes,  I'll  cudgel 
with  him."  But  this  expedient  being  &o 
rejected  by  the  captain,  I  began  to  smell  his 
character,  and,  tim>inff  Strap  the  wink,  told 
the  company  that  I  had  always  heard  it  said, 
the  person  who  receives  a  challenge  should 
have  the  choice  of  the  weapons :  this,  tiiere- 
fore,  being  the  rule  in  point  of  honour,  I 
would  venture  to  promise  on  the  head  of  my 
companion,  that  he  would  even  fight  Captain 
Weazel  at  sharps ;  but  it  should  be  with  such 
sharps  as  Strap  was  best  acquainted  with, 
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namely,  razon.  At  mj  mentioning  razors, 
I  could  perceive  the  captain's  colour  cban^, 
while  Strap,  pulling  me  by  the  sleeve,  whis- 
pered, with  great  eagerness, — **  No,  no,  no, 
for  the  love  of  Goo,  don't  make  any  such 
tmrgain.  At  length  Weazel,  recovering 
himself,  turned  towards  roe,  and,  with  a 
ferocious  countenance,  asked, — **  Who  the 
devil  are  you?  will  you  fight  me  1"  With 
these  words,  putting  himself  in  a  posture,  I 
was  grievously  alarmed  at  seeing  the  point 
of  a  sword  within  half  a  foot  of  my  breast ; 
and,  springing  to  one  side,  snatched  up  a 
spit  that  stood  in  the  chimney-cbmer,  wijth 
which  I  kept  my  formidable  adversary  at  bay, 
who  made  a  great  many  half-longes,  skipping 
backward  at  every  push,  till  at  last  I  pinned 
him  up  in  a  comer,  to  the  no  small  diversion 
of  the  company.  While  he  was  in  this  situ- 
ation, his  wife  entered,  and,  seeing  her  hus- 
band in  these  dangerous  circumstances,  utter- 
ed a  dreadful  scream;  in  this  emergency, 
Weazel  demanded  a  cessation,  whicn  was 
immediately  granted :  and  at  last  was  con- 
tented with  the  submission  of  Strap,  who, 
falling  upon  his  knees  before  him,  protested 
the  innocence  of  his  intention,  and  asked 
pardon  for  the  mistake  he  had  committed. 
This  affiur  heins  ended  without  bloodshed, 
we  went  to  breakfast,  but  missed  two  of  our 
company,  namely,  Miss  Jenny  and  the  usu- 
rer. As  for  the  first,  Mrs  Weazel  informed 
OS,  that  she  had  kept  her  awake  all  night 
with  her  {^oans ;  and  that  when  she  arose  in 
|he  mommg.  Miss  Jenny  was  so  much  indis- 
posed, that  she  could  not  proceed  on  her 
journey.  At  that  instant,  a  message  came 
fh>m  her  to  the  master  of  the  wagon,  who 
immediately  went  into  her  chamber,  fpllowed 
by  us  all.  She  told  him,  in  a  lamentable 
tone,  that  she  was  afraid  of  a  miscarriage, 
owing  to  the  fright  she  received  last  night 
from  the  brutality  of  Isaac  ;  and,  as  the  event 
was  uncertain,  desired  the  usurer  might  be 
detained  to  answer  for  the  consequence. 
Accordingly,  this  ancient  Tarquin  was  found 
in  the  wa^n,  whither  he  had  retired  to 
avoid  the  shame  of  last  night's  disgrace,  and 
liroa^t  by  force  into  her  presence.  He  no 
sooner  appeared  than  she  began  to  weep  and 
sigh  most  piteously,  and  told  us,  if  she  died, 
she  would  leave  her  blood  upon  the  head  of 
that  ravisher.  Poor  Isaac  turned  up  his  eyes 
and  hands  to  heaven,  prayed  that  God  would 
deliver  him  from  the  machinations  of  that 
Jezebel ;  and  assured  us  with  tears  in  his 
eyes,  that  his  being  found  in  bed  with  her, 
was  the  result  of  her  own  invitation.  The 
wagoner,  understanding  the  case,  advised 
Isaac  to  make  it  up,  by  giving  her  a  sum  of 
money:   to  which  advice  he  replied  with 

Smt  vehemence, — "A  sum  of  money! — a 
ter  for  the  cockatrice !"  •*  Oh !  'tis  very 
weU,**  said  Miss  Jenny, — *'I  see  it  is  in  vain 
to  attempt  that  flinty  heart  of  his  by  fiiir 
Joey»  be  so  good  as  to  go  to  the 


i'ustice,  and  tell  him  there  is  a  sick  person 
tere,  who  wants  to  see  him  on  an  afiair  of 
consequence."  At  the  name  of  justice,  Isaac 
trembled,  and  bidding  Joey  stay,  asked  with 
a  quavering  voice,  what  she  would  have! 
She  told  him,  that,  as  he  had  not  peq)etrated 
his  wicked  purpose,  she  would  be  satisfied 
with  a  small  ma  tter.  And  though  the  damage 
she  might  sustain  in  her  health  might  be 
irreparable,  she  would  give  him  a  release  for 
a  hundred  guineas.  **  A  hundred  guineas !" 
cried  he,  in  an  ecstacy,  "  a  hundred  furies  1 
where  should  a  poor  old  wretch  like  me  have 
a  hundred  guineas?  If  I  had  so  much  mo- 
ney, d'ye  thmk  I  should  be  found  travelling 
in  a  wagon  at  this  season  of  the  yearl" 
"Come,  come,"  roolied  Jenny,  "none  of 
your  miserly  artifice  iiere.  You  think  I  don't 
know  Isaac  Rapine,  the  money  broker  in  the 
Minories.  Ah !  you  old  rogue !  many  a  pawn 
have  you  had  of  me  and  my  acquaintance, 
)^hich  was  never  redeemed."  Isaac,  finding 
it  was  in  vain  to  disguise  himself,  offered 
twenty  shillings  for  a  discharge,  which  she 
absolutely  refused  under  fifty  pounds :  at  last, 
however,  she  was  brought  down  to  five,  which 
he  paid  with  great  reluctancy,  rather  than  be 
prosecuted  for  a  rape.  After  which  accom- 
modation  the  sick  person  made  shift,  to  get 
into  the  wagon,  and  we  set  forward  in  great 
tranquility,  Strap  being  accommodated  with 
Joey's  horse,  the  driver  himself  chusing  to 
waik.  This  morning  and  forenoon  we  were 
entertained  with  an  account  of  the  valour  of 
Captain  Weazel,  who  told  us  he  had  once 
knocked  down  a  soldier  that  made  game  of 
him;  tweaked  a  drawer  by  the  nose,  who 
found  fault  with  his  picking  his  teeth  with  a 
fork,  at  another  time ;  and  that  he  had  more- 
over challen^d  a  cheesemonger,  who  had 
the  presumption  to  be  his  rival : — for  the  truth 
of  which  exploits  he  appealed  to  his  wife. 
She  confirmed  whatever  he  said,  and  obser- 
ved,— "  The  last  affair  happened  that  very  day 
on  which  I  received  a  love-letter  from  squire 
Grobble ;  and  don't  you  remember,  my  dear, 
I  was  prodigiously  sick  that  very  ni^ht  with 
eating  ortolans,  when  my  lord  Diddle  took 
notice  of  my  complexion's  being  altered,  and 
my  lady  was  so  alarmed  that  she  had  well 
nigh  fainted."  "  Yes,  my  dear,"  replied  the 
captain, "  yon  know  my  lord  said  to  me  with 
a  sneer,  'Billy,  Mrs  Weazle  is  certainly 
breeding.'  And  I  answered  cavalierly, — 
'  My  lord,  I  wish  I  could  return  the  compli- 
ment.' Upon  which  the  whole  company 
broke  out  into  an  immoderate  fit  of  laughter ; 
and  my  lord,  who  loves  a  repartee  dearly, 
came  round  and  bussed  me."  We  travelled 
in  this  manner  five  days,  without  interruptioni 
or  meeting  any  thing  worth  notice.  Miss 
Jenny  (who  soon  recovered  her  spirits)  en- 
tertaining us  every  day  with  diverting  songs, 
of  which  she  could  sing  a  great  number ;  and 
rallying  her  old  gallant,  who,  notwithstand- 
ing, would  never  be  reconciled  to  her.    On 
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the  sixth  day,  while  we  were  about  to  sit 
down  to  dinner,  the  innkeeper  came  and  told 
us  that  three  gentlemen,  just  arrived,  had 
ordered  the  victuals  to  be  carried  to  their 
apartment,  although  he  had  informed  them 
that  they  were  bespoke  by  the  passengers  in 
the  wagon.  To  which  information  they 
had  replied, — '*  The  passengers  in  the  wag- 
on might  be  damned,  their  betters  must  he 
served  before  them — ^they  supposed  it  would 
be  no  hardship' on  such  travellers  to  dine  upon 
bread  and  cheese  ibr  one  day."  This  was  a 
terrible  disappointment  to  us  all :  and  we  laid 
our  heads  together  how  to  remedy  it :  when 
Miss  Jenny  observed  that  captain  Weazel, 
being  by  profession  a  soldier,  ouffht  in  this 
case  to  protect  and  prevent  us  mm  being 
insulted.  But  the  captain  excused  himself, 
saying,  he  would  not  for  all  the  world  be 
luiown  to  have  travelled  in  a  wagon ;  swear- 
ing, at  the  same  time,  that,  couM  he  appear 
with  honour,  thejr  should  eat  his  sword  soon- 
er than  his  provision.  Upon  this  declaration. 
Miss  Jenny,  snatching  his  weapon,  drew  it, 
and  ran  immediately  into  the  kitchen,  where 
she  threatened  to  put*  the  cook  to  death  if  he 
did  not  send  the  victuals  into  our  chamber 
irnmediately. ,  The  noise  she  made  brought 
the  three  strangers  down,  one  of  whom  no 
sooner  perceived  her,  than  he  cried, — "  Ha ! 
Jenny  Ramper!  what  the  devil  brought  thee 
hither?"  <*My  dear  Jack  Rattle!"  replied 
she,  running  into  his  arms,  **  is  it  you  ?  then 
Weazle  may  go  to  hell  for  a  dinner — I  shall 
dine  with  you."  They  consented  to  this 
proposal  with  a  great  deal  of  joy ;  and  we 
were  on  the  point  of  being  reduced  to  a  very 
uncomfortable  meal,  when  Joey,  understand- 
ing the  whole  affair,  entered  the  kitchen, 
with  a  pitchfork  in  his  hand,  and  swore  he 
would  be  the  death  of  any  man  who  should 
pretend  to  seize  the  victuals  prepared  for 
the  wagon.  This  menace  had  like  to  have 
produced  iatal  consequences :  the  three 
Btransers  drawing  their  swords,  and  being 
joined  by  their  servants,  and  we  ranging  our- 
selves on  the  side  of  Joey ;  when  the  landlord 
interposing,  offered  to  part  with  his  own  din- 
ner to  keep  the  peace,  which  was  accepted 
by  the  strangers ;  and  we  sat  down  to  table 
without  anv  further  molestation.  In  the 
afternoon,  1  chose  to  walk  along  with  Joey, 
and  Strap  took  my  place.  Having  entered 
into  a  conversation  with  this  driver,  I  soon 
found  him  to  be  a  merry,  facetious,  good- 
natured  fellow,  and  withal  very  arch :  he  in- 
formed me,  that  Miss  Jenny  was  a  common 
girl  upon  the  town ;  who  fallmg  into  company 
with  a  recruiting  officer,  he  carried  her  down 
in  the  stage-coach  from  London  to  Newcastle, 
where  he  had  been  arrested  for  debt,  and 
was  now  in  prison ;  upon  which  she  was  fain 
to  return  to  ner  former  way  of  life,  by  this 
conveyance.  He  told  me,  likewise,  that  one 
of  the  gentlemen's  servants  whom  we  left  at 
the  inn,  having  accidentally  seen  Weazel, 


immediately  knew  him,  and  acquainted  Joey 
with  some  particulars  of  his  character.  That 
he  had  served  my  lord  Frizzle  in  quality  of 
valet-de-chambre  many  years,  while  he  lived 
separate  from  his  lady :  but,  upon  their  recon- 
ciliation, she  expressly  insisted  upon  Wea- 
zel's  being  turned  off,  as  well  as  the  woman 
he  kept;  when  his  lordship,  to  get  rid  of 
them  both  with  a  good  grace,  proposed  that 
he  should  marry  ms  mistress,  and  he  would 
procure  a  commission  for  him  in  the  army; 
this  expedient  was  agreed  to;  and  Weazle  is 
now,  by  his  lordship's  interest,  ensien  in 

's  regiment.    I  found  he  and  I  had  the 

same  sentiments  with  regard  to  Weazel's 
courage,  which  we  resolved  to  put  to  the 
trial,  by  alarming  the  passengers  with  the 
cry  of— "a  highwayman!"  as  soon  as  a 
horseman  should  appear.  This  scheme  we 
put  in  practice  towcirds  the  dusk,  when  we 
descried  a  man  on  horseback  iwproaching  us. 
Joey  had  no  sooner  intimated  to  the  people 
in  the  wagon,  that  he  was  afraid  we  should 
all  be  robbed,  than  a  general  consternation 
arose :  Strap  jumped  out  of  the  wagon,  and 
hid  himself  behind  a  hedge.  The  usurer  put 
forth  ejaculations,  and  made  a  rustling  amonff 
the  straw,  which  made  us  conjecture  he  had 
hid  something  under  it.  Mrs  Weazel,  wring- 
ing her  hands,  uttered  lamentable  cries :  and 
the  captain,  to  our  great  amazement,  began 
to  snore ;  but  this  artifice  did  not  succeed ; 
for  Miss  Jenny,  shaking  him  by  the  shoulder, 
bawled  out, — **  'Sdeath  !  captain,  is  this  a 
time  to  snore,  when  we  are  ffoinff  to  be  rob- 
bed ?  get  up,  for  shame,  and  behave  like  i 
soldier  and  a  man  of  honour."  Weazel  pre« 
tended  to  be  ia  a  great  passion  for  being 
disturbed,  and  swore  he  would  have  his  nap 
out  if  all  the  highwaymen  in  England  sur- 
rounded him.  **  D — n  mv  blood !  what  are 
you  afraid  ofl"  continuea  he,  at  the  same 
time  trembling  with  such  agitation,  that  the 
whole  carria^  shook.  This  singular  piece 
of  behaviour  incensed  Miss  Ramper  so  much, 
that  she  cried. — "  D — ^n  your  pitiful  soul,  you 
are  as  arrant  a  poltroon  as  ever  was  drum- 
med out  of  a  regiment.  Stop  the  wagon, 
Joey, — let  me  out,  and,  by  Gr— -d,  if  I  have 
rhetoric  enough,  the  thief  shall  not  only  take 
your  purse,  but  your  skin  also."  So  saying, 
she  leaped  out  with  great  agility.  By  this 
time  the  horseman  came  up  with  us,  and 
happened  to  be  a  gentleman's  servant,  well 
known  to  Joey,  who  communicated  the 
scheme,  and  desired  him  to  carry  it  on  a 
little  farther,  by  going  up  to  the  wagon,  and 
questioning  those  within.  The  stranger 
consenting,  for  the  sake  of  diversion,  ap- 
proached it,  and,  in  a  terrible  tone,  demand- 
ed, "  Who  have  we  got  here  1"  Isaac  replied, 
with  a  lamentable  voice, — "Here's  a  poor 
miserable  sinner,  who  has  got  a  small  family 
to  maintain,  and  nothing  in  the  world  where- 
withal, but  these  fifteen  shillings,  which  if 
you  rob  me  of,  we  must  all  starve  together." 
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**  Who's  that  sobbing  in  the  other  corner  1" 
(said  the  supposed  highwayman).  '*  A  poor 
OB^rtunate  woman,"  answered  Mrs  Weazel, 
*'  upon  whom  I  beg  you,  for  Christ's  sake, 
to  have  compassion."  **Are  you  maid  or 
wife  1"  said  he.  "  Wife,  to  my  sorrow," 
cried  she.  ''  Who  or  where  is  your  hus- 
band?" continued  he.  *'^Y  husband,"  re- 
plied Mrs  Weazel,  **  is  an  officer  in  the  army, 
and  was  left  sick  at  the  last  inn  where  we 
dined."  ^  You  must  be  mistaken,  madam," 
said  he,  **  for  I  myself  saw  him  get  into  the 
wagon  this  afternoon.  But  pray  what 
smell  is  thati  sure  your  lap-dog  has  befouled 
himself; — ^let  me  catch  hold  of  the  nasty  cur, 
rii  teach  him  better  manners."  Here  he 
laid  hold  of  one  of  Weazel's  lecfs,  and  pulled 
him  out  from  under  his  wife's  petticoats, 
where  he  had  concealed  himself.  The  poor 
trembling  captain,  heme  detected  in  this  in- 
glorious  situation,  rubbed  his  eyes,  and,  affect- 
ing to  wake  out  of  sleep,  cried,  '*  What's  the 
matter  t— what's  the  matter  1"  *•  The  mat- 
ter is  not  much,"  answered  the  horseman, 
*'  I  only  called  in  to  inquire  after  your  health, 
and  so  adieu,  most  noble  captain."  So  say- 
ing, he  clapped  spurs  to  his  horse,  and  was 
out  of  sight  in  a  moment.  It  was  some  time 
before  Weazel  could  recollect  himself,  but 
at  length,  re-assuming  the  big  look,  he  said 
— "  D-— n  the  fellow !  why  did  he  ride  away 
before  I  had  time  to  ask  him  how  his  lord 
and  lady  dol — don't  you  remember  Tom, 
my  dear  ?"  addressing  himself  to  his  wife. 
*•  Yes,"  replied  she,  "I  think  I  do  remember 
something  of  the  fellow ;  but  you  know  I 
seldom  converse  with  people  of  his  station." 
*•  Heyday !"  cried  Joey,  "  do  yaw  knaw  the 
young  mon,  coptain  ?"  "  Know  him,"  said 
Weazel,  "  many  a  time  has  he  filled  a  glass 
of  Burgundy  for  me  at  my  lord  Trippet's 
table."  **And  what  may  his  neame  be, 
coptain V  said  Joey.  "His  name! — ^his 
name,"  replied  Weazel,  "  is  Tom  Rinser." 
*«  Waundsl"  oiisd  Joey,  "  a  has  chanfifed  his 
own  neame  then!  for  I'se  lay  a  wager  he  was 
christened  John  Trotter."  This  observation 
raised  alauf  h  a^nst  the  captain,  who  seem- 
ed very  much  disconcerted;  when  Isaac  broke 
silence,  and  said, — *'  It  was  no  matter  who  or 
what  he  was,  since  he  has  not  proved  the 
robber  we  suspected ;  and  we  ought  to  bless 
God  for  our  narrow  escape."  "  Bless  God," 
said  Weazel,  <* bless  the  devil!  for  whati 
had  he  been  a  highwavman,  I  should  have 
eat  his  blood,  body  and  ^ts,  before  he  had 
robbed  me,  or  any  one  m  this  diligence.** 
*«  Ha,  ha,  ha,"  cried  Miss  Jenny,  **  Ibelieve 

?ou  will  eat  all  you  kill  indeed,  captain." 
*he  usurer  was  so  well  pleased  at  the  event 
of  this  adventure,  that  he  could  not  refrain 
from  being  severe,  and  took  notice  that  cap- 
tain Weazel  seemed  to  be  a  eood  christian, 
fer  he  had  aim^d  himself  wim  patience  and 
lesiffoation  instead  of  carnal  weapons,  and 
worled  out  his  salvation  with  fear  and  trem- 
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bling.  This  piece  of  satire  occasioned  a 
great  deal  of  mirth  at  Weazel's  expense,  who 
muttered  a  great  many  oaths,  and  threatened 
to  cut  Isaac's  throat.  The  usurer,  taking 
hold  of  this  menace,  said, — *'  Gentlemen  and 
ladies,  I  take  you  all  to  witness,  that  my 
life  is  in  danger  from  this  bloody-minded 
officer:  I'll  have  him  bound  over  to  the 
peace."  This  second  sneer  procured  ano- 
ther laugh  against  him,  and  he  remained 
crest-fallen  during  the  remaining  part  of  our 
journey. 


CHAPTER  XIII. 

Strap  and  I  are  terrified  by  an  apparition 
— Strao*8  conjecture — the  mystery  cx- 
plainea  by  Joey^-ioe  arrive  at  London — 
our  dress  and  appearance  described — we 
are  insulted  in  ike  street — an  adventure 
in  an  aU-house-'-we  are  imposed  upon  by 
a  waggish  footman — set  to  rights  by  a 
tobacconist — take  lodgings — dive  for  a 
dinner — an  accident  at  our  ordinary. 

We  arrived  at  our  inn,  Supped,  and  went 
to  bed ;  but  Strap's  distemper  continuing,  he 
was  obliged  to  rise  in  the  liliddle  of  the  night, 
and  taking  the  candle  in  his  hand,  which  he 
had  left  burning  for  the  purpose,  he  went 
down  to  the  house  of  office,  whence  in  a 
short  time  he  returned  in  a  sxeat  hurry,  with 
his  hair  standing  on  end,  ana  a  look  betoken- 
ing horror  and  astonishment.  Without  speak- 
ing a  word,  he  set  down  the  light  and  jump- 
ed into  bed  behind  me,  where  he  lay  and 
trembled  with  great  violence.  When  I  asked 
him  what  was  the  matter,  he  replied  with  a 
broken  accent, — "God  have  mercy  on  us?  I 
have  seen  the  devil."  Though  my  prejudice 
was  not  quite  so  strong  as  his,  I  was  not  a 
little  alarmed  at  this  exclamation,  and  much 
more  so,  when  I  heard  the  sound  of  bells  ap- 
proaching  our  chamber,  and  felt  my  bed- 
fellow clmg  dose  to  me,  uttering  these  words 
— "Christ  have  mercy  upon  us!  there  he 
comes."  At  this  instant  a  monstrous  over- 
grown raven  entered  our  chamber,  with  bells 
at  his  feet,  and  made  directly  towards  our 
bed.  As  this  creature  is  reckoned  in  our 
country  a  common  vehicle  for  the  devil  and 
witches  to  play,  their  pranks  in,  I  verily  believ- 
ed we  were  haunted,  and  in  a  violent  fright 
shrunk  under  the  bed-clothes.  This  terrible 
apparition  leapt  upon  the  bed,  and,  after  giv- 
ing us  several  severe  dabs  with  its  l^ak 
through  the  blankets,  hopped  away  and  van- 
ished. Strap  and  I  recoromendea  ourselves 
to  the  protection  of  Heaven  with  great  de- 
votion, and,  when  we  no  longer  heard  the 
noise,  ventured  to  peep  up  and  take  breath. 
But  we  had  not  been  long  freed  from  this 
phantom,  when  another  appeared  that  had 
well  nigh  deprived  us  both  of  our  senses. 
We  perceived  an  old  man  enter  the  room 
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with  a  long  white  beard  that  reached  to  his 
middle ;  there  was  a  certain  wild  peculiarity 
in  his  eyes  and  countenance,  that  did  not 
savour  of  this  world  ;  and  his  dress  consisted 
of  a  brown  stuff  coat  buttoned  behind,  and  at 
the  wrists,  with  an  odd  fashioned  cap  of  the 
same  stuff  upon  his  head.  I  was  so  amazed 
that  I  had  not  power  to  move  my  eyes  from 
such  a  ghastly  object,  but  lay  motionless,  and 
saw  him  come  straight  up  to  me :  when  he 
reached  the  bed  he  wrung  his  hands,  and 
cried  with  a  voice  that  did  not  seem  to  be- 
lonfiT  to  a  human  creature, — **  Where  is 
Ralph  V*  I  m&de  no  reply ;  upon  which  he 
repeated,  in  an  accent  still  more  pretematu- 
ral,_«  Where  is  RalphoV  He  had  no 
sooner  pronounced  these  words,  than  I  heard 
the  sound  of  the  bells  at  a  distance ;  which 
the  apparition  having  listened  to,  tripped 
away,  and  left  me  almost  petrified  with  fear. 
It  was  a  good  while  before  I  could  recover 
myself  so  far  as  to  speak;  and  when  at 
length  I  turned  to  Strap,  I  found  him  in  a 
fit,  which,  however,  did  not  last  long.  When 
he  came  to  himself,  I  asked  his  opinion  of 
what  had  happened :  and  he  assured  me,  that 
the  first  must  certainly  be  the  soul  of  some 
person  damned,  which  appeared  by  the  chains 
about  his  legs  (for  his  fears  had  magnified 
the  creature  to  the  bigness  of  a  horse,  and 
the  sound  of  small  morrice-belle  to  the  clank- 
ing of  massy  chains).  As  for  the  old  man, 
he  took  it  to  be  the  spirit  of  somebody  mur- 
dered long  affo  in  this  place,  which  had 
power  granted  it  to  torment  the  assassin  in 
the  shape  of  a  raven,  and  that  Ralpho  was 
the  name  of  the  said  murderer.  Although  I 
had  not  much  fidth  in  this  interpretation,  I 
was  too  much  troubled  to  enjoy  any  sleep ; 
and  in  all  my  future  adventures  never  passed 
a  night  so  Ul.  In  the  morning.  Strap  im- 
parted the  whole  affair  to  Joey,  who,  after 
an  immoderate  fit  of  laughter,  explained  the 
matter,  by  telling  him  the  old  man  was  the 
landlord's  fiither,  who  had  been  an  idiot 
some  years,  and  diverted  himself  with  a  tame 
raven,  which,  it  seems,  had  hopped  away 
from  his  apartment  in  the  night,  and  induced 
him  to  follow  it  to  our  chamber,  where  he 
had  inquired  after  it,  under  the  name  of 
Ralpho. 

Nothing  remarkable  happened  during  the 
remaining  part  of  our  journey,  which  con- 
tinued six  or  seven  days  longer :  at  length 
we  entered  the  great  city,  and  lodged  all 
night  at  the  inn  where  the  wagon  put  up. 
Next  morning  all  the  passengers  parted 
different  ways,  while  my  companion  and  I 
sallied  out  to  inquire  for  the  member  of  par- 
liament to  whom  I  had  a  letter  of  recommen- 
dation firom  Mr  Crab.  As  we  had  discharged 
our  lodging  at  the  inn.  Strap  took  up  our 
baggage,  and  marched  behind  me  in  the 
street  with  tbe  knapsack  on  his  back,  as 
usual,  so  that  we  made  a  very  whimsical 
appeaxanoe.     I  had  dressed  myself  to  the 


greatest  advantage ;  that  is,  put  on  a  clean 
ruffled  shirt,  and  my  best  thread  stockings : 
my  hair  (which  was  of  the  deepest  red)  hung 
down  upon  my  shoulders,  as  lank  and  straight 
as  a  pound  of  candles  ;  and  the  skirts  of  my 
coat  reached  to  the  middle  of  my  leg ;  my 
waistcoat  and  breeches  were  of  the  same 
piece,  and  cut  in  the  same  taste ;  and  my 
hat  very  much  resembled  a  barber's  basin, 
in  the  shallowness  of  the  crown  and  narrow* 
ness  of  the  brim.  Strap  was  habited  in  a 
much  less  awkward  manner;  but  a  short* 
crop-eared  wig,  that  very  much  resembled 
Scrub's  in  the  play,  and  the  knapsack  on  his 
back,  added  to  what  is  called  a  queer  phiz, 
occasioned  by  a  long  chin,  hook  nose,  and 
high  cheek-bones,  rendered  him  on  the  whole 
a  veiy  fit  subject  of  mirth  and  pleasantry. 
As  we  walked  along.  Strap,  at  my  desire, 
inquired  of  a  carman  whom  we  met,  where* 
abouts  Mr  Cringer  lived ;  and  waSvanswered 
by  a  stare  accompanied  with  the  word— 
**  anan  !"  upon  which  I  came  up  in  order  to 
explain  the  question,  but  had  the  misfortune 
to  be  unintelligible  likewise,  the  carman 
damning  us  for  a  lousy  Scotch  gitard,  and 
whipping  his  horses,  with  a — '*  gee.  ho !" 
which  netded  me  to  the  quick,  and  roused 
the  indignation  of  Strap  so  ftr,  that  after  the 
fellow  was  gone  a  good  way,  he  told  me  he 
would  fight  him  for  a  &rtning.  While  we 
were  deliberating  upon  what  was  to  be  done, 
a  hackney  coachman  driving  softly  along, 
and  perceiving  us  standing  hy  the  kennel, 
came  up  close  to  us,  and  calling,  **  a  coach, 
master  1"  by  a  dexterous  management  of  the 
reins,  made  his  horses  stumble  in  the  wet, 
and  bedaub  us  all  over  with  mud;  after 
which  exploit,  he  drove  on,  applauding  him- 
self with  a  hearty  laugh,  in  which  several 
people  joined,  to  my  great  mortification ;  but 
one  more  compassionate  than  the  rest,  seeing 
us  strangers,  advised  me  to  go  into  an  ale- 
house and  dry  myself.  I  thanked  him  for 
his  advice,  which  I  immediately  complied 
with;  and  eoing into  the  oDuse  he  pointed 
out,  called  mr  a  pot  of  beer,  and  sat  down  by 
a  fire  in  the  public  room,  where  we  cleaned 
ourselves  as  well  as  we  could.  In  the  mean 
time  a  wag,  who  sat  in  a  box  smoking  his 
pipe,  understanding  by  our  dialect  that  we 
were  from  Scotland,  came  up  to  me,  and, 
with  a  grave  countenance,  asked  how  long  I 
had  been  caught  1  As  I  did  not  know  tae 
meaning  of  this  question,  I  made  no  answer, 
and  he  went  on,  saying,  it  could  not  be  a 
great  while,  for  m^  tail  was  not  yet  cut ;  at 
the  same  time  takinff  hold  of  my  hair,  and 
tipping  the  wink  to  Uie  rest  of  the  company, 
who  seemed  highly  entertained  with  his  wit. 
I  was  incensed  at  this  usage,  but  afraid  (^ 
resenting  it,  because  I  happened  to  be  in  a 
strange  place,  and  perceived  the  person  who 
spoke  to  me  was  a  brawny  fellow,  for  whom 
I  thought  myself  b^  no  iheans  a  nuitch. 
However»  Strap,  having  either  more  coiua|^ 
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m  le88  cantion,  could  not  put  up  with  the 
insults  that  I  sufferedt  but  told  him,  in  a 
peremptory  tone, — *'  he  was  an  uncivil  fellow 
n>r  making  so  free  with  his  betters."  Then 
the  wit  ^ing  towards  him,  asked  what  he 
had  got  in  his  knapsack? — **  Is  it  oatmeal  or 
brimstone,  Sawnev?"  said  he,  seizing  him 
by  the  chin,  which  he  shook,  to  the  inexpress- 
ible diversion  of  all  present.  My  companion, 
feeling  himself  assaulted  in  such  an  oppro- 
brious  manner,  disengaged  himself  in  a  trice, 
and  lent  his  antagonist  such  a  box  on  the 
ear,  as  made  him  stagger  to  the  other  side 
of  the  room ;  and,  in  a  moment,  a  ring  was 
formed  for  the  combatants.  Seeing  Strap 
beginning  to  strip,  and  mv  blood  being  heat- 
ed with  indignation,  whicn  banished  all  other 
thoughts,  I  iwdressed  mvself  to  the  skin  in 
an  instant,  and  declaretl,  that  as  the  affront 
that  occasioned  the  quarrel  was  offered  to 
me,  I  would  fight  it  out  myself;  upon  which 
one  or  two  criM  out, — "  that's  a  brave  Scotch 
boy;  you  shall  have  fair  play,  bj  G— d." 
This  assurance  gave  me  fresh  spirits,  and 
going  up  to  my  Mversary,  who,  by  his  pale 
countenance,  did  not  seem  much  inclined  to 
the  battle,  I  struck  him  so  hard  on  the  .sto- 
mach, that  he  reeled  over  a  bench,  and  fell 
to  the  ground.  Then  I  attempted  to  keep 
him  down,  in  order  to  improve  my  success, 
according  to  the  manner  of  my  own  country, 
but  was  restrained  by  the  spectators,  one  of 
whom  endeavoured  to  raise  up  my  opponent, 
but  in  vain,  for  he  protested  he  would  not 
fight,  for  he  was  not  quite  recovered  of  a 
late  illness.  I  was  very  well  pleased  with 
this  excuse,  and  immediately  dressed  myself, 
having  acquired  the  good  opinion  of  the 
company  for  my  bravery,  as  well  as  of  my 
comrade  Strap,  who  shook  me  by  the  hand, 
and  wished  me  joy  of  the  victory.  After 
having  drank  our  pot,  and  dried  our  clothes, 
we  inquired  of  the  landlord  if  he  knew  Mr 
Cringer,  the  member  of  parliament,  and 
were  amazed  at  jhis  replying  in  the  negative ; 
ibr  we  imaginea  he  must  be  aJtogeUier  as 
conspicuous  here  as  in  the  borough  ne  repre- 
sented; but  he  told  us  we  might  possiblv 
hear  of  him  as  we  passed  along.  We  betook 
ourselves,  therefore,  to  the  street,  where, 
seeing  a  footman  standing  at  a  door,  we 
made  up  to  him,  and  asked  if  he  knew  where 
our  patron  I ivedl  This  member  of  the  party, 
coloured  fraternity,  surveying  us  both  verv 
minutely,  said  he  knew  Mr  Cnnger  very  well, 
and  ba^  us  turn  down  the  first  street  on  our 
left,  then  turn  to  the  right,  and  then  to  the 
left  again,  after  which  perainbulation  we 
would  observe  a  lane,  through  which  we 
must  pass,  and  at  the  other  end  we  should 
find  an  alley  that  leads  to  another  street, 
where  we  should  see  the  sign  of  the  Thistle 
and  three  fediartf  and  there  he  lodged.  We 
thanked  him  for  his  information,  and  went 
fiirwmfds.  Strap  telling  me,  that  he  knew 
this  pOTBon  to  be  an  honest  friendly  man  by 


his  countenance,  before  he  opened  his  mouth; 
in  which  opinion  I  acquiesced,  ascribing  his 
^od  manners  to  the  company  he  dailv  saw 
m  the  house  were  he  served.    We  followed 
his  directions  punctually,  in  turning  to  the 
left  and  to  the  right,  and  to  the  leu  again ; 
but,  instead  of  seeing  a  lane  before  us,  found 
ourselves  at  the  side  of  the  river,  a  circum- 
stance that  perplexed  us  not  a  little ;  and  my 
fellow-traveller  ventured  to  pronounce  that 
we  had  certainly  missed  our  way.    By  this 
time  we  were  pretty  much  fiitigued  with  our 
walk,  and  not  knowing  how  to  proceed,  I 
went  into  a  small  snuff-shop  hard  by,  encour- 
aged  by  the  sign  of  the  Highlander,  where 
I  found,  to  my  inexpressible  satisfaction, 
the  shopkeeper  was  my  countryman.    He 
was  no  sooner  informed  of  our  peregrination, 
and  the  directions  we  had  received  from  the 
footman,  than  he  informed  us  we  had  been 
imposed  upon,  telling  us  Mr  Cringer  lived 
in  the  other  end  of  the  town ;  and  that  it. 
would  be  to  no  purpose  for  us  to  go  thither 
to-day,  for  by  that  time  he  was  gone  to  the 
house.    I  then  asked  if  he  could  recoinmend 
us  to  a  lodging.     He  readily  gave  us  a  line 
to  one  of  his  acquaintance  who  kept  a  chand- 
ler's shop  not  fiir  from  St  Martin's  lane; 
there  we  hired  a  bed-room,  up  two  pair  of 
stairs,  at  the  rate  of  2s^  per  week,  so  very 
small,  that,  when  the  bed  was  let  down,  we 
were  obliged  to  carry  out  every  other  piece 
of  furniture  that  belonged,  to  the  apartment, 
and  use  the  bedstead  bv  way  of  chairs.  About 
dinner-time,  our  landlord  asked  us  how  we 
proposed  to  live  1  to  which  interrogation  we 
answered,  that  we  would  be  directed  by  him. 
"  Well,  then,"  says  he,  "  there  are  two  ways 
of  eating  in  this  town,  for  people  of  your 
condition,  the  one  more  creditable  and  expen- 
sive than  the  other :  the  first  is,  to  dine  at  an 
eating-house  frequented  by  well-dressed  peo» 
pie  only;   and  the  other  is  called  diving, 
practised  by  those  who  are  either  obliged  or 
inclined  to  live  frugaJly."    I  gave  him  to 
understand  that,  provided  the  last  was  not 
infamous,  it  would  suit  much  better  with 
our  circumstances  than  the  other.    "Infa- 
mous !"  cried  he.    **  Grod  forbid !  there  are 
many  creditable  people,  rich  people,  aye, 
and  fine  people,  that  dive  every  day.    I 
have  seen  many  a  pretty  gentleman  with  a 
laced  waistcoat  dine  in  Uiat  manner  very 
comfortably  for  three  pence  half-penny,  and 
go  afterwards  to  the  coffee-house,  where  he 
made  a  figure  with  the  best  lord  in  the  land 
— but  your  own  eyes  shall  bear  witness— I 
will  go  Along  with  you  to-day,  and  introduce 
you.''     He  accordingly  conducted  ns  to  a 
certain  lane,  where  stopping,  he  bade  us  ob- 
serve him,  and  do  as  he  did,  and  walking  a 
few  paces,  dived  into  a  cellar,  and  disappeared 
in  an  instant.    I  followed  his  example,  and, 
descending  very  successfully,  found  myself 
in  the  mi^e  of  a  cook's  shop,  almost  suffo. 
cated  with  the  iteami  of  boiled  beef,  and 
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surrounded  by  a  company  of  hackney-coach, 
men,  chairmen,  draymen,  and  a  few  footmen 
out  of  place  or  on  board  wages,  who  sat  eat- 
ing shin  of  beef,  tripe,  cow-heel,  or  sausages, 
at  separate  boards,  covered  with  cloths  which 
turned  my  stomach.  While  I  stood  in  amaze, 
undetermined  whether  to  sit  down  or  walk 
upwards  again.  Strap  in  his  descent  missing 
one  of  the  steps,  tumbled  headlong  into  this 
infernal  ordinary,  and  overtumecT  the  cook 
as  she  carried  a  porringer  of  soup  to  one  of 
the  guests :  in  her  fall,  she  dashed  the  whole 
mess  against  the  legs  of  a  drummer  belong- 
ing to  tne  foot-ffuaras,  who  happened  to  be 
in  her  way,  and  scalded  him  so  miserably, 
that  he  started  up,  and  danced  up  and  down, 
uttering  a  volley  of  execrations  that  made 
my  hair  stand  on  end.  While  he  entertained 
the  company  in  this  manner,  with  an  elo- 
quence peculiar  to  himself,  the  cook  got  up, 
and,  after  a  hearty  curse  on  the  poor  author 
of  this  mischance,  who  lay  under  the  table 
scratching  his  rump  with  a  woful  counte- 
nance, emptied  a  salt-seller  in  her  hand,  and, 
stripping  down  the  patient's  stocking,  which 
brought  the  skin  along  with  it,  applied  the 
contents  to  the  sore.  This  poultice  was 
scarce  laid  on,  when  the  drummer,  who  had 
begun  to  abate  of  his  exclamation,  broke  forth 
into  such  a  hideous  yell,  as  made  the  whole 
company  tremble;  then  seizing  a  pewter 
pint-pot  that  stood  by  him,  squeezed  the  sides 
of  it  together,  as  if  it  had  been  made  of  pliant 
leather,  grinding  his  teeth  at  the  same  time 
with  a  most  horrible  grin.  Guessing  the 
cause  of  this  violent  transport,  I  bade  the 
woman  wash  off  the  salt,  and  bathe  the  part 
with  oil,  which  she  did,  and  procured  him 
immediate  ease.  But  here  another  difficulty 
occurred,  which  was  no  other  than  the  land- 
lady's insisting  on  his  paying  for  the  pot  he 
had  rendered  useless.  He  swore  he  would 
ay  for  nothing  but  what  he  had  eaten,  and 
ade  her  be  thankful  for  his  moderation,  or 
else  he  would  prosecute  her  for  damages. 
Strap,  foreseeing  the  whole  affair  would  lie 
at  his  door,  promised  to  satisfy  the  cook,  and 
called  for  a  dram  of  gin  to  treat  the  drummer, 
which  entirely  appeased  him,  and  composed 
all  animosities.  After  this  accommodation, 
our  landlord  and  we  sat  down  at  a  board, 
and  dined  upon  shin  of  beef  most  deliciously; 
our  reckoning  amounting  to  two  pence  half- 
penny each,  bread  and  small  beer  included. 

CHAPTER  XIV. 

We  visit  Strap*  s  friend — description  of  him 
—Am  advice — go  to  Mr  Cringer*8  house 
—Hire  denied  admittance — an  accident 
hefals  Strap — his  behaviour  thereupon — 
an  extraordinary  adventure  occurs,  in  the 
course  of  which  I  lose  all  my  money. 

Iir  the  afternoon  my  companion  proposed  to 
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I  call  at  his  firiend's  house,  which,  we  were  in- 
formed, was  in  the  neighbourhood ;  whither 
we  accordingly  went,  and  were  so  lucky  as 
to  find  him  at  home.  This  gentleman,  who 
had  come  from  Scotland  three  or  four  yean 
before,  kept  a  school  in  town,  where  he 
taught  the  Latin,  French,  and  Italian  lan- 
guages; but  what  he  chiefly  professed  was 
the  pronunciation  of  the  English  tongue, 
after  a  method  more  speedy  and  uncommon 
than  any  practised  heretofore;  end  indeed, 
if  his  scholars  spoke  like  their  master,  the 
latter  part  of  his  undertaking  was  certainly 
performed  to  a  tittle ;  for,  alOiough  I  could 
easily  understand  every  word  of  what  I  had 
heard  hitherto  since  I  entered  England, 
three  parts  in  four  of  his  dialect  were<  as  un- 
intelligible to  me,  as  if  he  had  spoke  in  the 
Arabic  or  Irish.  He  was  a  middle-sized  man, 
and  stooped  very  much,  though  not  above 
the  age  of  forty ;  his  face  fnghtlully  pitted 
with  the  small-pox,  and  his  iriouth  extended 
from  ear  to  ear.  He  was  dressed  in  a  night 
gown  of  plaid,  fastened  about  his  middle 
with  a  Serjeant's  old  sash,  and  a  tie  periwig, 
with  a  fore-top  three  inches  high,  in  the 
fashion  of  King  Charles  II.'s  reign.  After 
he  had  received  Strap  (who  was  related  to 
him)  very  courteously,  he  inquired  of  him 
who  I  was,  and,  being  informed,  took  me  bv' 
the  hand,  telling  me  he  was  at  school  with 
my  father.  When  he  understood  my  situa- 
tion,  he  assured  me  that  he  would  do  me  all 
the  service  in  his  power,  both  by  his  advice 
and  otherwise ;  and,  while  he  spoke  these 
words,  eyed  me  with  great  attention,  walk- 
ing  round  me  several  times,  and  muttering, 
—«  O  C— St!  O  C— St!  fat  a  saight  is  hereV 
I  soon  ffuessed  the  reason  of  his  ejaculation, 
and  said, — '*I  suppose,  sir,  you  are  not 
pleased  with  my  dress  V\  "  Dress!"  answer, 
ed  he,  *<  you  may  caal  it  fat  you  please  in 
your  country,  but  I  vaw  to  Gad  'tis  a  mas- 
querade here.  No  Christian  will  admit 
such  a  figure  into  his  hawse*  Upon  my  con- 
science, I  wonder  the  dogis  aid  not  hunt  vou. 
Did  you  pass  through  St  James's  market? 
God  bless  my  eye-saight!  you  look  like  a 
cousin-fferman  of  Ourang  Outang."  I  began 
to  be  a  little  serious  at  this  discourse,  and 
asked  him  if  he  thought  I  should  obtain  en- 
trance to-morrow  at  the  house  of  Mr  Crin- 
ger,  on  whom  I  chiefly  depended  for  an 
mtroduction  into  business.  *'Mr  Cringer, 
Mr  Cringer,"  (replied  he,  scratching  his 
cheek,)  "  may  be  a  very  honest  gentleman — 
I  know  nothing  to  the  contrary ;  but  is  your 
sole  dependence  upon  himi  Who  recom- 
mended you  to  himi"  I  pulled  out  Mr  Crab's 
letter,  and  told  him  the  foundation  of  my 
hopes ;  at  which  he  stared  at  me,  and  repeat- 
ed— ^«*C— St!"  I  began  to  conceive  bad 
omens  from  this  behaviour  of  his,  and  begged 
he  would  assist  me  with  lus  advice^  whicn  he 
promised  to  give  me  fiiinkly:  and,  as  a  spe- 
cimen, directed  us  to  a  periwig  waxehoose  in 
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the  neiffUbourhoody  in  order  to  be  accommo- 
dated; laying  strong  iDJunctioiui  on  me  not 
to  appear  berore  Mr  Cnnger  till  I  had  parted 
with  these  carroty  locks,  which  (he  said) 
were  sufficient  to  beget  an  antipathy  against 
me  in  all  mankind.  And,  as  we  were  going 
to  pursue  this  advice,  he  called  me  back, 
and  bade  me  be  sure  to  deliver  my  letter 
into  Mr  Cringer's  own  hand.  As  we  walked 
along,  Strap  triumphed  greatly  in  our  recep- 
tion with  his  fViend,  who,  it  seems,  had  as- 
sured him  he  would,  in  a  day  or  two,  provide 
for  him  with  some  ffood  master ;  and  "  now," 
says  he,  *<  you  shafi  see  how  I  shall  fit  you 
with  a  wig.  There's  ne'er  a  barber  in  lA)n- 
don  (and  that's  a  bold  word)  can  pawn  a 
rotten  caul,  or  a  penny-weight  of  dead  hair, 
upon  me."  And  indeed  this  zealous  adherent 
did  wranffle  so  long  with  the  merchant,  that 
be  was  desired  twenty  times  to  leave  the 
shop,  and  see  if  he  could  get  one  cheaper 
elsewhere.  Ajt  leneth  I  made  choice  of  a 
good  handsome  bob,  for  which  I  paid  ten 
shillings,  and  returned  to  our  lodging,  where 
Strap  in  a  moment  rid  me  of  that  hair  which 
had  given  the  schoolmaster  so  much  offence. 
We  got  up  next  day  betimes,  having  been 
informed  tluit  Mr  Cringer  gave  audience  by 
candle-light  to  all  his  dependents,  he  himself 
bein^  obliged  to  attend  the  levee  of  my  Lord 
Terrier  at  break  of  day,  because  his  lordship 
made  one  at  the  minister's  between  ei?ht  and 
nine  o'clock.    When  we  came  to  Mr  Crin- 

fer's  door.  Strap,  to  give  me  an  instance  of 
is  politeness,  ran  to  the  knocker,  which  he 
employed  so  loud  and  so  long,  that  he  alarm- 
ed the  whole  street ;  and  a  window  opening 
in  the  second  story  of  the  next  house,  a 
chamber-pot  was  discharged  upon  him  so 
effectufUly,  that  the  poor  barber  was  wet  to 
the  skin,  while  I,  being  luckily  at  some  dis- 
tance, escaped  the  unsavoury  deluge.  In  the 
mean  time,  a  footman  openingHhe  door,  and 
seeing  nobody  in  the  street  but  us,  asked,  with 
a  stem  countenance,  if  it  was  I  who  made 
such  a  damned  ttoise,  and  what  I  wanted  1 
I  told  him  I  had  business  with  his  master, 
whom  I  desired  to  see.  Upon  which  he 
clapped  the  door  in  my  face,  telling  me,  I 
must  learn  better  manners  before  I  could  have 
access  to  his  master.  Vexed  at  this  disap- 
pointment, I  turned  my  resentment  against 
Strap,  whom  I  sharply  reprimanded  for  his 
presumption ;  but  he,  not  in  the  least  regard- 
mg  what  I  said,  wrung  the  urine  out  of  his 
periwig,  and  lifting  up  a  large  stone,  flung  it 
with  such  force  against  the  street  door  of 
the  house  from  whence  he  had  been  bedew.i 
ed,  that  the  lock  giving  way,  it  flew  wide 
open,  and  he  took  to  his  heels,  leaving  me  to 
follow  him  as  I  could.  Indeed  there  .was  no 
time  for  deliberation;  I  therefore  pursued 
him  with  all  the  speed  I  could  exert,  until  we 
found  ourselves,  about  the  dawn,  in  a  street 
we  did  not  know.  Here  as  we  wandered 
along,  gaping  about,  a  very  decent  sort  of  a 


man  passing  by  me,  stopped  of  a  sudden,  and 
took  up  something,  whicn  having  examined, 
he  turned,  and  presented  it  to  me,  with  these 
words : — "  Sir,  you  have  dropt  half-a-crown.** 
I  was  not  a  little  surprised  at  this  instance  of 
honesty,  and  told  him  it  did  not  belong  to  me; 
but  he  bade  me  recollect,  and  see  if  all  my 
money  was  safe:  upon  which  I  pulled  out 
my  purse  (for  I  had  oought  one  since  I  came 
to  town),  and  reckoning  my  money  in  my 
hand,  which  was  now  reduced  to  five  guineas 
seyen  shillings  and  two  pence,  assured  him  I 
had  lost  nothing.  "  Well,  then,"  says  he, 
•*  so  much  the  better — this  is  a  God-send ;  and 
as  you  two  were  present  when  I  picked  it  up, 
you  are  entitled  to  equal  shares  with  me."  I 
was  astonished  at  these  words,  and  looked 
upon  this  person  to  be  a  prodigy  of  integrity, 
but  absolutely  refused  to  take  any  part  of  the 
sum.  **  Come,  gentlemen,"  said  he,  ''  you 
are  too  modest — I  see  you  are  strangers;  out 
you  shall  give  me  leave  to  treat  you  with  a 
whet  this  cold,  raw  morning."  I  would 
have  dec^ned  this  invitation,  but  Strap  whis- 
pered to  me  that  the  gentleman  woulo  be  af- 
fronted, and  I  complied.  "  Where  shall  we 
go?"  said  the  stranger,  "  I  am  quite  igno- 
rant of  this  part  of  the  town."  I  informed  him 
that  we  were  in  the  same  situation ;  upon 
which  he  proposed  to  go  into  the  first  public- 
house  we  should  find  open ;  and,  as  we  walk- 
ed together,  he  began  in  this  manner:-^"  I 
find  by  your  tongues  you  are  from  Scotland, 
gentlemen .  My  grandmother  by  the  fiither's 
side  was  of  your  country;  and  I  am  so  pre- 
possessed in  its  favour,  that  I  never  meet  a 
Scotchman  but  my  heart  warms.  The  Scots 
are  a  very  brave  people.  There  is  scarce  a 
great  family  in  the  kingdom  that  cannot 
boast  of  some  exploits  performed  by  its  an- 
cestors many  hundred  years  ago.  There's 
your  Douglases,  Gordons,  Campbells,  Ham- 
iltons.  We  have  no  such  ancient  families 
here  in  England.  Then  you  are  all  tery  well 
educated.  I  have  known  a  pedlar  talk  in 
Greek  and  Hebrew  as  well  as  if  they  had 
been  his  mother.tongue.  And  for  honesty,  I 
ODce  had  a  servant,  his  name  was  Gregory 
Macgregor,  I  would,  have  trusted  him  with 
untold  gold."  This  eulo^um  on  my  native 
country  sained  my  affection  so  strongly,  that 
I  believe  1  could  have  gone  to  death  to  serve 
the  author ;  and  Strap  s  eyes  swam  in  tears^r 
At  length,  as  we  passed  through  a  dark  nar- 
row lane,  we  perceived  a  public-house,  which 
we  entered,  and  found  a  man  sitting  by  the 
fire  smoking  a  pipe,  with  a  pint  of  pun  before 
him.  Our  new  acquaintance  asked  us  if 
ever  we  had  drunk  egg-flipl  to  which  ques* 
tion  we  answered  in  the  negative;  he  assur- 
ed us  of  a  regale,  and  ordered  a  quart  to  be 
prepared,  calling  for  pipes  and  tobacco  at 
the  same  time.  We  found  this  composition 
very  palatable,  and  drank  heartily;  the  con- 
versation (which  was  introduced  by  the  gen- 
tleman) turning  upon  the  snares  that  young 
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inexperienced  people  are  exposed  to  in  this 
metropolis.  He  described  a  thousand  cheats 
that  are  daily  practised  upon  the  ignorant  and 
unwary;  ana  warned  us  of  them  with  so  much 
good  nature  and  concern,  that  we  blessed  the 
opportunity  which  threw  us  in  his  way. 
After  we  had  put  the  can  about  for  some 
time,  our  new  friend  bejp^an  to  yawn,  telling 
us  he  had  been  up  all  night  wiUi  a  sick  per- 
son; and  proposchd  we  should  have  recourse 
to  some  diversion  to  keep  him  awake. 
"Suppose,"  said  he,  <'we  should  take  a 
hand  at  whist  for  pastime.  But  let  me  see, 
that  won't  do,  there's  only  three  of  us,  and  I 
cannot  play  at  aily  other  game.  The  truth 
is,  I  seldom  or  never  play,  but  out  of  complai- 
sance,  or  at  such  a  time  as  this,  when  I  am 
in  danger  of  falliDff  asleep."  Although  I  was 
not  much  inclined  to  gaming,  I  felt  no  aver- 
sion to  pass  an  hour  or  two  at  cards  with  a 
friend;  and,  knowing  that  Strap  understood  as 
much  of  the  matter  as  T,  made  no  scruple  of 
saying,  "  I  wish  we  could  find  a  fourth  hand." 
w  hile  we  were  in  this  perplexity,  the  person 
whom  we  found  in  the  house  at  our  entrance, 
overhea^ng  our  discourse,  took  the  pipe  from 
his  mouth  very  gravely,  and  accosted  us  thus: 
^**  Gentlemen,  my  pipe  is  out,  you  see," 
(shaking  the  ashes  into  the  fire),  "and  rather 
than  you  should  be  balked,  I  don't  care  if  I 
take  a  hand  with  you  for  a  trifle;  but  remem- 
ber I  won't  plav  for  any  thing  of  consequence." 
We  accepted  his  proffer  with  pleasure. 
Having  cut  for  partners,  it  fell  to  my  lot  to 
play  with  him  against  our  friend  and  Strap, 
for  three  pence  a  game.  We  were  so  suc- 
cessful, that,  in  a  short  time,  I  was  half  a 
crown  gainer;  when  the  gentleman  whom  we 
bad  met  in  the  street  observing  he  had  no 
luck  to-day,  proposed  to  leave  ofi^,  or  chan^ 
partners.  By  tnis  time  I  was  inflamed  with 
my  good  fortune  and  the  expectation  of  im- 
proving it,  as  I  perceived  the  two  strangers 
played  hut  indifferently:  therefore  I  voted 
for  giving  him  his  revenge;  and,  cutting 
again.  Strap  and  I  (to  our  mutual  satisfaction) 
happened  to  be  partners.  My  good  fortune 
attended  me  still :  and  in  less  than  an  hour 
we  had  got  thirty  shillings  of  their  money  ; 
for,  as  they  lost,  they  grew  the  keener,  and 
doubled  stakes  every  time.  At  last  the  in- 
constant goddess  began  to  veer  about;  and 
we  were  very  soon  stripped  of  all  our  gains, 
and  about  forty  shillings  of  our  own  money. 
This  loss  mortified  me  extremely,  and  had  a 
visible  effect  on  the  muscles  of  Strap's  face, 
which  lengthened  apace;  but  our  antagonists 
perceiving  our  condition,  kindly  permitted  us 
to  retrieve  our  loss,  and  console  ourselves 
with  a  new  acquisition.  Then  my  compan- 
ion wisely  suggested  it  was  time  to  be  gone; 
rn  which  the  person  who  had  joined  us  in 
house  began  to  curse  the  cards,  and  mut- 
tered that  we  were  indebted  to  fortune  only 
V  for  what  we  had  got,  no  part  of  our  success 
\being  owing  to  our  good  play.    This  insmua- 
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tion  nettled  me  so  much,  that  I  challenged 
him  to  a  game  of  piquet  for  a  crown;  and  he 
was  with  difficulty  persuaded  to  accept  the 
invitation.  This  contest  ended  in  less  than 
an  hour,  to  my  inexpressible  affliction,  who 
lost  every  shilling  of  my  own  money.  Strap 
absolutely  refusing  to  supply  me  with  a  six- 
pence. The  genUeman,  at  whose  request 
we  had  come  in,  perceiving,  by  my  dis- 
consolate looks,  the  situation  of  my  heart, 
which  well  nigh  bursted  with  grief  and  re- 
sentment when  the  other  stranger  got  up 
and  went  away  with  my  money,  began  in 
this  manner:—"  I  am  truly  afflicted  at  your 
bad  luck,  and  would  willingly  repair  it,  was  it 
in  my  power.  But  what  m  the  name  of 
goodness  could  provoke  you  to  tempt  your 
fate  80  longi  It  is  always  a  maxim  with 
gamesters,  to  pursue  success  as  &r  as  it  will 
sOf  and  to  stop  whenever  fdrtune  shifts  about. 
You  are  a  young  man,  and  your  passions  too 
impetuoi^;  you  must  learn  to  govern  them 
better:  however,  there  is  no  experience  like 
that  which  is  bought;  you  will  be  the  better 
for  this  the  longest  day  you  have  to  live.  As 
for  the  fellow  who  has  got  your  money,  I 
don't  half  like  him.  Did  you  not  observe  me 
tip  you  the  wink  to  leave  off  in  time."  I 
answered,  no.  "  No!"  continued  he,  "you 
was  too  eager  to  mind  any  thing  but  the 
game.  But,  harkee,"  said  he,  in  a  whisper, 
"  are  you  satisfied  of  that  young  man's  hon- 
esty ?  his  looks  are  a  little  suspicious;  but  I 
maybe  mistaken;  he  made  a  great  many  gri- 
maces while  he  stood  behind  you;  this  is  a 
veiy  wicked  town."  I  told  him  I  was  very 
well  convinced  of  my  comrade's  integrity, 
and  that  the  grimaces  he  mentioned  were 
doubtless  owing  to  his  anxiety  at  my  loss. 
"  O  ho !  if  that  be  the  case,  I  ask  his  pardon, 
— ^landlord,  see  what's  to  pay."  The  reck- 
oning amounted  to  eighteen  pence,  which 
having  discharged,  the  gentleman  shook  us 
both  bv  the  hand,  and  saying  he  should  be 
very  glad  to  see  us  again,  departed. 


CHAPTER  XV. 

Strap  moralizes — presents  his  purse  tp  me 
— we  inform  our  landlord  of  my  misfor^' 
tune — he  unravels  the  mystery — I  present 
myself  to  Cringer — he  recommends  and 
turns  me  over  to  Mr  Staytape — I  become 
acquainted  with  a  fellow^dependent,  who 
explains  the  characters  of  Cringer  and 
Staytape — and  informs  me  of  the  method 
to  be  pursued  at  the  navy-office  mnd  sur- 
geonr  hall — Strap  is  employed. 

In  our  way  to  our  lodging,  after  a  profound 
silence  on  both  sides.  Strap,  with  a  hideous 
groan,  observed  that  wc  had  brought  our  pigs 
to  a  fine  market.  To  this  observation  I 
made  no  reply,  and  he  went  on ;  "God  send 
us  well  out  of  this  place ;  we  have  not  been 
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in  London  eig^t^uid-forty-houra,  and  I  be- 
lieve we  have  met  with  eight-and-fbrty  thou- 
sand misfortunes— -we  have  been  jeered,  re- 
proached, bufieted,  pissed  upon,  and  at  last 
stripped  of  our  moneys  and  I  suppose  by-and- 
by  we  shall  be  stripped  of  our  skins.  Indeed, 
as  to  the  money  part  of  it,  that  was  owinf  to 
our  own  folly;  Solomon  says,  bray  afoM  in 
a  mortar f  and  he  will  never  be  true.  Ah ! 
God  help  us,  an  ounce  of  prudence  is  worth  a 
pound  of  gold."  This  was  no  time  for  him 
to  tamper  with  mv  disposition,  already  mad 
with  my  loss,  and  inflamed  with  resentment 
against  him  for  having  refused  me  a  little 
monev  to  attemi)t  to  retrieve  it.  I  therefore 
turned  towa)rds  him  with  a  stem  countenance, 
and  asked,  **  who  h^  called  fool  1"  Beinfir  al- 
together  unaccustomed  to  such  looks  &om 
me,  he  stood  still,  and  stared  in  my  face  for 
some  time;  then,  with  some  confusion,  ut- 
tered, <*Fool!  I  called  nobody  fool  but  my- 
self; I  am  sura  I  am  the  greatest  fqol  of  the 
two,  for  being  so  much  concerned  at  other 
people's  misfortunes:  but  nemo  amnUms  koris 
eaipU — ^that's  all — that's  all."  Upon  which 
a  silence  ensued,  that  brought  us  to  our  lodg- 
ing, where  I  threw  myself  upon  the  bed  in  an 
agony  of  despair,  resolved  to  perish  rather 
than  apply  to  my  companion,  or  any  other 
body,  for  relief;  but  Strap,  who  knew  my 
temper,  and  whose  heart  bled  within  him  at 
my  distress,  after  some  pause,  came  to  the 
bedside,  and,  putting  a  leathern  purse  into  my 
hand,  burst  into  tears,  crying,  *'  I  know  what 
you  think!  but  I  scorn  your  thoughts. 
There's  all  I  have  in  the  world;  take  it,  and 
I'll  perhaps  get  more  for  you  before  that  be 
done.  If  not,  I'll  beg  for  vou,  steal  for  you, 
go  through  the  wide  world  with  you,  and 
starve  with  you;  for  though  I  be  a  poor  cob- 
ler's  son,  I  am  no  scout."  I  was  so  touched 
with  the  generous  passion  of  this  poor  crea- 
ture, that  I  could  not  refrain  from  weeping 
also ;  and  we  mingled  our  tears  together  for 
some  time.  Upon  examining  the  purse,  I 
found  in  it  two  half-guineas  and  half  a  crown, 
which  I  would  have  returned  to  him,  saying, 
he  knew  better  than  I  how  to  manage  it;  but 
he  absolutely  refused  my  proposal,  and  told 
me  it  was  more  reasonable  and  decent  that  he 
should  depend  upon  me,  who  was  a  gentle- 
man, than  that  I  should  be  controlled  by  him. 
After  this  friendly  contest  was  over,  and 
our  minds  more  at  ease,  we  informed  our 
landlord  of  what  had  happened  to  us,  taking 
care  to  conceal  the  extremity  to  which  we 
urere  reduced.  He  no  sooner  heard  the  storv, 
than  he  assured  us  we  had  been  grievously 
imposed  jDpon  by  a  couple  of  sharpers,  who 
were  associates;  and  that  this  polite,  honest, 
frkmdly,  humane  person,  who  bad  treated  us 
so  civilly,  was  no  other  than  a  rascaUy  money- 
dropper,  who  made  it  his  business  to  decoy 
strangers  in  that  manner  to  one  of  his  own 
haunts,  where  an  accomplice  or  two  were 
always  waiting  to  assist  in  pUlaging  the  prey 


he  had  run  down.  Here  the  good  man  re- 
counted a  great  many  stories  of  people  who 
had  been  seduced,  cheated,  pilfered,  beat, 
nay  even  murdered,  by  sucn  villains.  I 
was  confounded  at  the  artifice  and  wicked- 
ness of  mankinfl :  and  Strap,  lifting  up  his 
eyes  and  hands  to  Heaven,  prayed  diat  God 
would  deliver  him  from  such  scenes  of  ini- 
quity; for  surely  the  devil  had  set  up  his 
tnrone  in  London.  Our  landlord  being 
curious  to  know  what  reception  we  had  met 
with  at  Mr  Cringer's,  we  acquainted  him 
with  the  particulars ;  at  which  he  shook  his 
head,  and  told  us,  we  had  not  gone  the  right 
way  to  work ;  that  there  was  nothing  to  be 
done  with  a  m— b — ^r  of  p— m— t  wi&out  a 
bribe;  that  the  servant  was  commonly  in- 
fected with  the  master's  disease,  and  expected 
to  be  paid  for  his  work,  as  well  as  his  betters. 
He,  therefore,  advised  me  to  ^ve  the  foot- 
man a  shilling  the  next  time  i  should  desire 
admittance  to  my  patron,  or  else.  I  should 
scarce  find  an  opportunity  to  deliver  my  let- 
ter. Accordingly,  next  morning,  when  the 
door  was  opened,  I  slipt  a  shilling  into  his 
hand,  and  told  him  I  had  a  letter  for  his  mas- 
ter. I  found  the  good  efifects  of  my  liberality : 
for  the  fellow  let  me  in  immediately,  and 
taking  the  letter  out  of  my  hand,  desired  me 
to  wait  in  a  kind  of  passage  fotr  an  answer. 
In  this  place  I  continued  standing  for  three 
quarters  of  an  hour,  during  which  time  I  saw 
a  great  many  voung  fellows,  whom  I  formerly 
knew  in  Scotland,  pass  and  repass,  with  an 
air  of  &miliarity ,  in  their  way  to  and  from 
the  audience  chamber ;  while  I  was  fkin  to 
stand  shivering  in  the  cold,  and  turn  my 
back  to  them,  that  they  might  not  perceive 
the  lowness  of  my  condition.  At  length  Mr 
Cringer  came  out  to  see  a  young  genOeman 
to  the  door,  who  was  no  other  than  Squire 
Grawky,  dressed  in  a  very  fay  suit  of  clothes : 
at  parting,  Mr  Crinser  snook  him  by  the 
hand,  and  told  him  lie  hoped  to  have  th^ 
pleasure  of  his  company  at  dinner;  then 
turning  about  towards  me,  asked  what  were 
my  commands  ?  When  he  understood  I  was 
the  person  who  had  brought  the  letter  from 
Mr  Crab,  he  aflTected  to  recollect  my  name, 
which,  however,  he  pretended  he  could  not 
do,  till  he  had  consulted  the  letter  again ;  to 
save  him  that  trouble,  I  told  him  my  name 
was  Ruidom.  Upon  which  he  went  on, 
'*Ay,  ay.  Random,  Random,  Random — ^I 
think  I  remember  the. name ;"  and  very  well 
he  might,  for  this  very  individual  Mr  Cringer 
bad  many  a  time  rode  oefore  my  grandfather's 
cloak-bag,  in  quality  of  a  footman.  *«  Well," 
says  he,  ''you  propose  to  go  on  board  a  )nan- 
of-war  as  surgeon's  mate."  I  replied  by  a 
low  bow.  <'  I  believe  it  will  be  a  difficult 
matter,"  continued  he,  **  to  procure  a  war- 
rant, there  being  already  such  a  swarm  of 
Scotch  surgeons  at  the  navy  office,  in  expec- 
tation of  the  next  vacancy,  that  the  commiss- 
ioners are  afraid  of  being  torn  to  pieces^ 
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and  have  actually  applied  for  a  ^ard  to  pro- 
tect them.  However,  some  ships  will  soon 
be  put  in  commission,  and  then  we  shall  see 
what's  to  be  done."  So  saying,  he  lefl  me, 
exceedingly  mortified  at  the  different  recep- 
tion Mr  Gawky  and  I  had  met  with  from 
this  upstart,  proud,  mean  member,  who,  I 
imagined,  would  have  been  glad  of  an  oppor- 
tunity to  bejmteiul  for  the  obligations  he 
owed  to  my  family. 

At  my  return,  I  was  surprised  with  the 
agreeable  news  of  Strap's  being  employed, 
on  the  recommendation  of  his  friend  the 
schoolmaster,  by  a  periwig-maker  in  the 
neighbourhood,  who  allowed  him  five  shill- 
ings per  week,  besides  bed  and  board.  I 
continued  to  dance  attendance  every  other 
morning  at  the  levee  of  Mr  Cringer,  during 
a  fortnight,  in  which  time  I  became  acquaint- 
ed with  a  young  fellow  of  my  own  country 
and  profession,  who  also  depended  on  the 
member's  interest,  but  was  treated  with 
much  more  respect  than  I,  both  by  the  ser- 
vants and  master,  and  often  admitted  into  a 
parlour  where  there  was  a  fire,  for  the  con- 
venience of  the  better  sort  of  those  who 
waited  for  him.  Thither  I  was  never  per- 
mitted to  penetrate,  on  account  of  my  appear- 
ance, which  was  not  at  all  fashionable ;  but 
was  obliged  to  stand  blowing  my  fingers  in 
a  cold  lc£by,  and  take  the  first  opportunity 
of  Mr  Cringer's  going  to  the  door  to  speak 
with  him.  One  day,  while  I  enjoyed  this 
occasion,  a  person  was  introduced,  whom 
Mr  C ringer  no  sooner  saw,  than,  running 
towards  him,  he  saluted  him  with  a  bow  to 
the  very  ground,  and  afterwards  shaking  him 
by  the  hand  with  great  heartiness  and  fa- 
miliarity, called  him  his  jfood  friend,  and 
asked  very  kindly  after  Mrs  Staytape,  and 
the  young  ladies;  then,  after  a  whisper 
which  continued  some  minutes,  wherein  I 
overheard  the  word  honour  repeated  several 
times  with  great  emphasis,  Mr  Cringer  in- 
troduced  me  to  this  gentleman,  as  to  a  person 
whose  advice  and  assistance  I  might  depend 
upoii,  and  having  given  me  his  direction, 
followed  me  to  the  door,  where  he  told  me 
I  need  not  give  myself  the  trouble  to  call  at 
his  house  any  more,  for  Mr  Staytape  would 
do  my  business.  At  that  instant  my  fellow 
dependant  coming  out  after  me,  overheard 
the  discourse  of  Mr  Cringer,  and  making  up 
to  me  on  the  street,  accosted  me  very  ci^ly. 
This  address  I  looked  upon  as  no  small 
honour,  considering  the  figure  he  made ;  for 
he  was  dressed  in  a  blue  frock  with  a  gold 
button,  a  ffreen  silk  waistcoat  trimmed  with 
gold,  black  velvet  breeches,  white  silk  stock- 
ings, silver  buckles,  a  gold-laced  hat,  a  spen- 
cer wig,  and  a  silver-hilted  hanger,  with  a 
fine  clouded  cane  in  his  hand.  ^  f  perceive," 
says  he,  **yovL  are  but  lately  come  from 
Scotland;  pray  what  may  your  business 
with  Mr  Cringer  be?  I  suppose  it  is  no 
secret— and  I  may  possibly  give  you  some 


advice  that  may  be  serviceable ;  for  I  have 
been  surgeon's  second  mate  on  board  of  a 
seventy.ffun  ship,  and  consequently  know  a 
good  detu  of  the  world."  I  made  no  scruple 
to  disclose  my  situation;  which  when  he 
had  learned,  he  shook  his  head,  and  told  me 
he  had  been  pretty  much  in  the  same  cir- 
cumstances about  a  year  a^;  that  he  haul 
relied  on  Cringer's  promises,  until  his  money 
(which  was  considerable),  as  well  as  his 
credit,  was  quite  exhausted;  and  when  he 
wrote  to  his  relations  for  a  fresh  supply,  in- 
stead of  money  he  received  nothing  but  re- 
proaches, and  the  epithets  of  idle  debauched 
fellow:  that,  after  he  had  waited  at  the 
navy-office  many  months  for  a  warrant,  to  no 
purpose,  he  was  fain  to  pawn  some  of  his 
clothes,  which  raised  a  small  sum,  wherewith 
he  bribed  the  secretary,  who  soon  procured 
a  warrant  for  him,  notwithstanding  he  had 
affirmed,  the  same  day,  that  there  was  not 
one  vacancy :  that  he  had  gone  on  board, 
where  he  remained  nine  months ;  at  the  end 
of  which  the  ship  was  put  out  of  commission; 
and  he  said  the  company  were  to  be  paid 
off  in  Broad-street  the  ver^  next  day :  that 
his  relations  being  reconciled  to  him,  had 
charged  him  to  pay  his  devoirs  regularly  to 
Mr  Cringer,  who  had  informed  them,  by 
letter,  that  his  interest  alone  had  procured 
the  warrant ;  in  obedience  to  which  command, 
he  came  to  his  levee  every  morning  as  I  saw, 
though  he  looked  upon  him  to  be  a  very 
pitiful  scoundrel.  In  conclusion,  he  asked 
me  if  I  had  yet  passed  at  surgeons'  hall  ? 
To  which  question  I  answered  f  did  not  so 
much  as  know  it  was  necessary.  '*  Neces- 
sary!" cried  he,  "O  Lord,  O  Lord!  I  find 
I  must  instruct  you— come  along^with  me, 
and  I'll  give  you  some  information  about 
that  matter."  So  saying,  he  carried  me  into 
an  ale-house,  where  he  called  for  some  beer 
and  bread  and  cheese,  on  which  we  break- 
fasted. While  we  sat  in  this  place,  he  told 
me  I  must  first  go  to  the  navy-office,  and 
write  to  the  board,  desiring  them  to  order  a 
letter  for  me  to  the  surgeons'  hall,  that  I 
may  be  examined  touching  my  skill  in  sur- 
gery :  that  the  surgeons,  uter  having  exam- 
med  me,  would  give  me  my  qualification 
sealed  up  in  form  of  a  letter,  directed  to  the 
commissioners,  which  qualification  I  must 
deliver  to  the  secretary  of  the  board,  who 
would  open  it  in  my  presence,  and  read  the 
contents;  after  which,  I  must  employ  m^ 
interest  to  be  provided  for  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble :  that  the  expense  of  this  qualification, 
for  second  mate  of  a  third  rate,  amounted  to 
thirteen  shillings,  exclusive  of  the.  warrant, 
which  cost  him  half-a-guinea  and  halfia* 
crown,  besides  the  present  to  tlie  secretaryy 
which  consisted  of  a  three-pound-twelve 
piece.  This  calculation  was  like  a  thunder- 
bolt to  me,  whose  whole  fortune  did  not 
amount  to  twelve  shillings.  I  accordingly 
made  him  acquainted  with  this  part  of  my 
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distress,  after  haying  thanked  him  for  his 
information  and  advice.  He  condoled  me 
on  this  occasion,  but  bade  me  be  of  good 
cheer,  for  he  had  conceived  a  friendship  for 
me,  and  would  make  all  things  easy.  He 
was  ran  out  at  present,  but  to-morrow  or 
next  day  he  was  certain  of  receiving  a  con^ 
siderable  sum,  of  which  he  would  lend  me 
what  would  be  sufficient  to  answer  my  exi- 
gencies. This  frank  declaration  pleased  me 
so  much,  that  I  pulled  out  my  purse,  and 
emptied  it  before  him,  hegging  him  to  take 
what  he  pleased  for  pocket  &pen8e,  until 
hd  should  receive  his  own  money.  With  a 
good  deal  of  pressing  he  was  prevailed  upon 
to  take  five  shillings,  telling  me  that  he 
might  have  what  money  he  wanted  at  any 
time  for  the  trouble  of  going  into  the  city ; 
bat  as  he  had  met  with  me,  he  would  defer 
his  ^ing  thither  till  to-morrow,  when  I 
shoiud  go  along  with  him,  and  he  would  put 
me  in  a  way  of  acting  for  myself,  without 
any  servile  dependence  on  that  rascal  Crin- 

fer,  much  less  on  the  lousy  tailor  to  whom  he 
eard  him  turn  me  over.  "  How,"  cried  I, 
"is  Mr  Staytape  a  tailorl"  "No  less,  I'll 
assure  you,"  amwcred  he,  *<  and,  I  confess, 
more  likely  to  serve  you  than  the  member ; 
for,  provided  you  can  entertain  him  with 
politics  and  conundrums,  you  may  have 
credit  with  him  for  as  many  and  as  rich  clothes 
as  you  please."  I  told  him  I  was  utterly  igno- 
rant  of  both,  and  so  incensed  at  Cmnger's 
usage,  that  I  would  never  set  foot  within  his 
door  again.  After  a  good  deal  more  conver- 
sation, my  new  acquaintance  and  I  parted, 
having  made  an  appointment  to  meet  the 
next  day  at  the  same  place,  in  order  to  set 
out  for  the  city.  I  went  immediately  to 
Strap,  and  related  every  thinfir  which  had 
happened :  but  he  did  not  at  all  approve  of 
my  being  so  forward  to  lend  money  to  a 
stranger,  especially  as  we  had  already  been 
so  much  imposed  upon  by  appearances. 
••  However,"  said  he,  "  if  you  are  sure  he  is 
a  Scotchman,  I  believe  you  are  safe." 


CHAPTER  XVI. 

My  new  acquaintance  breaks  an  appoint' 
ment — /  proceed  by  myself  to  the  navy- 
office-^address  myself  to  a  person  there 
— toAo  assists  me  with  his  advice — write 
to  the  board — they  grant  me  a  letter  to 
the  eur^eons  at  the  haU — am  informed 
of  the  beauts  name  and  character—find 
himr-^he  makes  me  his  cor^dant  in  an 
amour^— desires  me  to  pawn  my  linen  for 
his  occasions — /  recover  what  I  lent  him 
^^ome  curious  observations  of  Strap  on 
that  occasion — his  vanity. 

In  the  morning  I  rose  and  went  to  the  place 
of  rendezvous,  where  I  waited  two  hours  4n 
vain;  and  was  so  exasperated  against  him 

8  Z« 


for  breaking  his  appointment,  that  I  set  out 
for  the  city  by  myself,  in  hopes  of  finding 
the  villain,  and  being  revenced  on  him  for 
his  breach  of  promise.  At  length  I  found 
myself  at  the  navy  office,  which  I  entered, 
and  saw  crowds  of  young  fellows  walking 
below,  many  of  whom  made  no  better  appear- 
ance than  mvself.  I  consulted  the  physiog- 
nomy of  each,  and  at  last  made  up  to  one 
whose  countenance  I  liked,  and  asked  if  he 
could  instruct  me  in  the  form  of  the  letter 
which  was  to  be  sent  to  the  board,  to  obtain 
an  order  for  examination?  He  answered  me 
in  broad  Scotch,  that  he  would  show  me  the 
copy  of  what  he  had  writ  for  himself,  bv  the 
direction  of  another  who  knew  the  rorm ; 
and  accordingly  pulled  it  out  of  his  pocket 
for  my  perusal ;  and  told  me,  that,  if  I  was 
expeditious,  I  might  send  it  in  to  the  board 
before  dinner,  for  they  did  no  business  in 
the  afternoon.  He  then  went  with  me  to  a 
coffee-house  hard  by,  where  I  wrote  the  let- 
ter, which  was  immediately  delivered  to  the 
messenger,  who  told  me  I  might  expect  an 
order  to-morrow  about  the  same  time.  Hav- 
injg;  transacted  this  piece  of  business,  my 
mind  was  a  good  deal  composed ,  and  as  I 
met  with  so  much  civility  from  this  stranger, 
I  desired  further  acquaintance  with  him,  mDy 
resolved,  however,  not  to  be  deceived  by 
him  so  much  to  my  prejudice,  as  I  had  been 
by  the  beau.  He  agreed  to  dine  with  roe 
at  the  cook's  shop  which  I  had  frequented ; 
and  on  our  way  thither,  carried  me  to  'Change, 
where  I  was  in  some  hopes  of  finding  Mr  Jack- 
son (for  that  was  the  name  of  the  person  who 
had  broke  his  appointment).  I  sought  him 
there  to  no  purpose,  and  on  our  way  towards 
the  other  end  of  the  town,  imparted  to  my 
companion  his  behaviour  towards  me :  upon  ' 
which  he  gave  me  to  understand,  that  he 
was  no  stranger  to  the  name  of  Beau  Jackson 
(so  he  was  called  at  the  navy-office),  although 
he  did  not  know  him  personally ;  that  he  had 
the  character  of  a  good-natured,  careless  fel- 
low, who  made  no  scruple  of  borrowing  from 
any  body  that  would  lend ;  that  most  people 
who  knew  him  believed  he  had  a  good  prin- 
ciple at  bottom ;  but  his  extravagance  was 
such,  he  would  probablv  never  have  it  in  hk 
power  to  manifest  the  honesty  of  his  inten- 
tion.  This  account  made  me  sweat  for  my 
five  shillings,  which  I  nevertheless  did  not 
altogether  despair  of  recovering,  provided  I 
could  find  out  the  debtor.  This  young  man 
likewise  added  another  circumstance  of 
Si^uire  Jackson's  history,  which  was,  that 
bemg  destitute  of  all  means  to  equip  himself 
for  sea,  when  he  received  his  last  warrant, 
he  had  been  recommended  to  a  person  who 
lent  him  a  little  money,  after  he  had  signed 
a  will  and  power,  entitling  that  person  to 
lift  his  wages  when  they  should  become  due, 
as  also  to  inherit  his  effects  in  case  of  his 
death :  that  he  was  still  under  the  tutorage 
and  direction  of  that  gentleman,  who  advan- 
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c^  him  small  sums  from  time  to  time  apon 
his  security,  at  the  rate  of  50  per  cent.    But 
at  present  his  credit  was  very  low,  because 
his  funds  would  do  little  more  than  pay 
what  he  had  already  received,  this  moderate 
interest  included.    After  the  stranger  (whose 
name  was   Thomson)  had  entertained  me 
with  this  account  of  Jackson,  he  informed 
me  thai  he  himself  had  passed  for  third  mate 
of  a  third  rate,  about  four  months  ago ;  since 
which  time  be  had  constantly  attended  at 
the  navy-office  in  hope  of  a  warrant,  having 
been  assured  from  the  beginning,  both  by  a 
Scotch  member,  and  one  of  the  commiBsion- 
ers  to  whom  the  member  recommended  him, 
that  he  should  be  put  into  the  first  vacancy ; 
notwithstanding  which  promise,  he  had  the 
mortification  to  see  six  or  seven  appointed 
to  the  same  station  almost  every  week ;  that 
now  bein^  utterly  impoverished,  his  sole 
hope  consisted  in  the  promise  of  a  friend 
lately  come  to  town,  to  lend  him  a  small 
matter,  for  a  present  to  the  secretary,  with- 
out which  he  was  persuaded  he  might  wait  a 
thousand  years  to  no  purpose.    I  conceived 
a  miffhty  uking  for  this  young  fellow,  which 
(I  believe)  proceeded  from  the  similitude  of 
our  fortunes:  we  spent  the  whole  day  to- 
gether I  and,  as  he  lived  at  Wapping,  I  de- 
sired him  to  take  a  share  of  my  bed.    Next 
day  we  returned  to  the  navy-office,  where, 
after  bein^r  called  before  the  bloard,  and  ques- 
tioned about  the  place  of  my  nativity  and 
education,  tiiey  ordered  a  letter  to  be  made 
out  for  me,  which,  upon  paying  half-a^crown 
to  the  clerk,  I  received,  and  delivered  into 
the  hands  of  the  clerk  at  surgeons'  hall,  to- 
gether with  a  shilling  for  liis  trouble  in 
rejB^stering  my  name.     By  this  time  my 
whole  stock  was  diminished  to  two  shillings, 
and  I  saw  not  the  least  prospect  of  relief, 
even  for  present  subsistence,  much  less  to 
enable  me  to  pay  the  fees  at  surgeons'  hall 
for  my  examination,  which  would  come  on 
in  a  fortnifi^t.    In  this  state  of  perplexity,  I 
consulted  Strap,  who  assured  me  he  would 
pawn  every  thing  he  had  in  the  world,  even 
to  his  razors,  be&re  I  should  want ;  but  this 
expedient  I  absolutely  rejected,  telling  him, 
I  would  a  thousand  times  rather  list  for  a 
soldier,  of  which  I  bad  some  thoughts,  than 
be  any  longer  a  burden  to  him.    At  the  word 
soldier,  he  grew  pale  as  death,  and  begged, 
on  his  knees,  I  would  think  no  more  of  that 
scheme.    '*  God  preserve  us  all  in  our  right 
wits!"  cried  he,  <* would  you  turn  soldier, 
and  perhaps  be    sent  abroad   against  the 
Spaniards,  where  you  must  stand  and  be 
shot  at  like  a  woodcock? — Heaven  keep 
cold  lead  out  of  my  carcase !  and  let  me  die 
in  a  bed  like  a  christian,  as  all  my  fore&thers 
have  done.    What  si^ifies  all  the  riches 
and  honours  of  this  life,  if  one  enjoys  not 
content?  and  in  the  next  there  is  no  respect 
of  persons.    Better  be  a  poor  honest  baiber, 
with  a  good  conscience*  and  time  to  repent 


of  my  sins  upon  my  death<-bed,  than  be  eat 
off  (God  bless  us)  by  a  musket-shot,  as  it 
were  in  the  very  flower  of  one's  age,  in  the 
pursuit  of  riches  and  fiune.    What  signi^  • 
riches?  my  dear  friend  !  do  not  they  make 
unto  themselves  winffs?  as  the  wise  mas 
saith ;  and  does  not  Horace  observe, — **nan 
domiu  out  fundus,  non  itris  acervus  out 
auri,  iBgroto  domino  deduxit  corporefebrem, 
non  animo  euros,    I  could,  moreover,  men- 
tion many  other  sayings  in  contempt  of 
riches,  both  l^m  the  Bible  and  other  good 
books ;  but,  as  I  know  you  are  not  very  fond 
of  those  things,  I  shall  only  assure  you,  that, 
if  you  take  on  to  be  a  soldier,  I  wUl  do  the 
same ;  and  then  if  we  should  both  be  slain, 
you  will  not  only  have  your  own  blood  to 
answer  for,  but  mine  also ;  and,  perad  venture, 
the  lives  of  all  those  whom  we  shall  kill  in 
battle.     Therefore,   I  pray  you,  consider, 
whether  you  will  sit  down  contented  with 
small  things,  and  share  the  fruits  of  my  in- 
dustry in  peace,  till  Providence  shall  send 
better  tidings ;  or,  by  your  despair,  plunge 
both  our  souls  and  bodies  into  everlasting 
perdition,  which  God  of  his  infinite  mercy 
forbid."    I  could  not  help  smiling  at  this 
harangue,  which  was  delivered  with  great 
earnestness,  the  tears  standing  in  his  eyes  all 
the  time ;  and  promised  to  do  nothing  of 
that  sort  without  his  consent  and  concur- 
rence.   He  was  much  comforted  T^th  this 
declaration,  and  told  me  in  a  few  days  he 
should  receive  a  week's  wages,  which  should 
be  at  my  service;  but  advised  me,  in  the 
mean  time,  to  go  in  quest  of  Jackson,  and 
recover,  if  possible,  what  he  had  borrowed 
of  me.     I  accordingly  trudged  about  from 
one  end  of  the  town  to  the  other  for  several 
days,  without  being  able  to  learn  any  thing 
certain  concerning  him ;  and  one  day,  being 
extremely  hungry,  and  allured  by  the  steams 
that  regaled  my  nostrils  from  a  boiling  cel- 
lar, I  went  down  with  an  intention  to  gratify 
my  appetite  with  two-pennyworth  of  beef ; 
when,  to  my  no  small  surprisn,  I  found  Mr 
Jackson  sitting  at  dinner  with  a  footman. 
He  no  sooner  perceived  me  than  he  got  up, 
and  shook  me  by  the  hand,  paying, — *'he 
was  glad  to  see  me,  for  he  intended  to  have 
called  at  my  lodgings  in  tj^e  aflernoon."     1 
was  so  well  pleased  with  this  rencounter, 
and  the  apologies  he  made  for  not  keeping 
his  appointment,  that  I  forgot  my  resentment, 
and  sat  down  to  dinner,  with  tlie  happy  ex- 
pectation of  not  only  recovering  my  own 
money  before  we  should  part,  but  also  of 
reaping  the  benefit  of  his  promise  to  lend  me 
wherewithal  to  pass  examination  ;  and,  this 
hope  my  sanguine  complexion  suggested, 
though  the  account  Thomson  gave  me  of 
him  ought  to  have  moderated  my  expectation. 
When  we  had  feasted  sumptuously,  he  took 
his  leave  of  the  footman,  and  adjourned  with 
me  to  an  ale-house  hard  by,  where,  after 
shaking  me  by  the  hand  again,  he  began 
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thus, — **  I  suppose  yon  think  me  a  sad  dog, 
Mr  Random,  and  I  do  confess  that  appear- 
ances are  against  me.  But  I  dare  say  you 
will  foxgive  me,  when  I  tell  you,  my  not 
coming  at  the  time  appointed  was  owing  to 
a  peremptory  messaffe  I  received  from  a 
certain  lady,  whom,  nark'ee  (but  this  is  a 
great  secret),  I  am  to  marry  yery  soon.  Yon 
think  this  strange,  perhaps,  but  it  is  not  less 
true  for  all  that — a  five  thousand  pounder, 
I'll  assure  you,  besides  expectations.  For 
my  own  part,  devil  take  me  if  I  know  what 
any  woman  can  see  eniniffing  about  me — but 
a^whim  you  know ;  and  Uien  one  would  not 
baulk  one's  good  ibrtunc.  You  saw  that 
footman  who  dined  with,  us — ^he's  one  of  the 
honestest  fellows  that  ever  wore  a  livery. 
You  must  know  it  was  by  his  means  I  was 
introduced  to  her;  for  he  made  me  first 
acquainted  with  her  woman,  who  is  his  mis- 
tress: ay,  many  a  crown  has  he  and  his 
sweetheart  had  of  my  money ;  but  what  of 
that  ?  things  are  now  brought  to  a  bearing. 
I  have — (come  a  little  this  way) — I  have 
proposed  marriage,  and  the  day  is  fixed; 
she's  a  chanAinff  creature;  wntes  like  an 
angel.  O  Losra!  she  can  repeat  all  the 
*  English  tragedies  as  well  as  e'er  a  player  in 
Drury-lane !  and  indeed  is  so  fond  of  plays, 
that,  to  be  near  the  stage,  she  has  taken 
lodgings  in  a  court  liard  by  the  theatre.  But 
Tou  shatt  see — ^you  shall  see-— here's  the  last 
letter  she  sent  me."  With  these  words  he 
put  it  into  mv  hand,  and  I  read  (to  the  best 
of  my  remembrance)  as  follows. 

^  Dbkk  Kreetbr,— *As  you  are  the  anima- 
ble  hopjack  of  my  contemplayshins,  your  ay- 
dear  is  infernally  skimraing.before  my  key- 
meTYcalfansec,  when  Murfy  sends  his  pupnies 
to  the  heys  of  slipping  mortals,  and  when 
Febus  shmes  from  his  merrydying  throne: 
whereupon,  I  shall  cansee  if  old  whorie  Time 
has  lost  his  pinners,  as  also  Cupid  his  har- 
rows, until  thou  enjoy  sweet  propose  in  the 
loafteek  harms  of  thy  fiiithfool  to  commend, 

"  Clatrxndeb." 
<' Wingar  yeard,  Droory-lane, 
"January  12th." 

While  I  was  reading,  he  seemed  to  be  in 
ecstacy,  rubbing  his  hands,  and  bursting  out 
into  fits  of  laufhter;  at  last  he  caught  hold 
of  my  hand,  and,  squeezing  it,  cried, — **  There 
is  style  for  you!  what  do  you  think  of  this 
billet  doux?''  I  answeredt  **  It  might  be  sub- 
lime  for  aught  I  knew,  for  it  was  altogether 
above  my  comprehension."  '*0  ho!"  said 
he,  "I  believe  it  is — both  tender  and  sublime 
— 4he's  a  divine  creature! — and  so  doats 
upoa  me!  Let  me  see,  what  shall  I  do  with 
this  money,  when  I  have  once  got  it  inio  my 
hands?  In  the  first  place  I  shaB  do  for  you 
»rm  a  man  of  few  words ;  but,  say  no  more, 
that'*  determined.  Whether  would  you  ad- 
vise me  to  purchase  some  post,  by  which  I 
may  rise  in  the  state ;  or  lay  out  my  wife's 
foitone  in  land,  and  retire  to  the  country  at 


once?" — ^I  gave  my  opinion  without  hesita- 
tion, that  he  could  not  do  better  liian  buy  an 
estate  and  improve ;  especially  since  he  had 
already  seen  so  much  of  the  world.  Then  I 
launched  out  into  the  praises  of  a  country  life, 
as  described  by  the  poets  whose  works  I  had 
read.  He  seemed  to  relish  my  advice,  but 
withal  told  me,  that,  although  he  had  seen  a 

freat  deal  of  the  world,  botJb  by  land  and  sea, 
aving  cruised  three  whole  months  in  the 
channel  yet  he  should  not  be  satisfied  until 
he  had  visited  France,  which  he  proposed  to  do 
before  he  should  settle,  and  to  carry  his  wife 
along  with  him.  I  had  nothing  to  object  to 
his  proposal,  and  asked  how  soon  he  hoped  to 
be  happy?  "As  to  that,"  he  replied,  "  no- 
thing obstructs  my  happiness  but  the  v/ant  of 
a  little  ready  cash ;  for  you  must  know,  my 
friend  in  the  city  has  gone  out  of  town  for  a 
week  or  two ;  and  I  unfortunately  missed  my 
pay  at  Broad-street,  by  being  detained  too 
long  by  the  dear  charmer :  but  there  will  be 
a  recall  at  Chatham  next  week,  whither  the 
ship's  books  are  sent,  and  I  have  commiss- 
ioned  a  friend  in  that  place  to  recei^'e  the 
money."  "If  that  be  all,"  said  I,  "there's 
no  great  harm  in  deferring  your  marriage  a 
few  days."  "  Yes,  faith !  but  there  is,"  said 
he,  "you  don't  know  how  many  rivals  I  have, 
mfho  would  take  all  advantages  against  me.  I 
would  not  baulk  the  impatience  of  her  passion 
for  the  world;  the  least  appearance  of  cold- 
ness and  indiflTerence  would  ruin  all;  and 
such  offers  don't  occur  every  day."  I  acqui- 
esced  in  this  observation,  and  inquired  how 
he  intended  to  proceed :  at  this  question  he 
rubbed  his  chin,  and  said, — *'  Why,  truly,  I 
must  be  obliged  to  some  friend  or  other---do 
you  know  nobody  that  would  lend  me  a  small 
sum  for  a  day  or  two?"  I  assured  him  I  was 
such  an  utter  stranger  in  London,  that  I  did 
not  believe  that  I  could  borrow  a  guinea  if 
my  life  depended  upon  it.  "  No !"  said  he, 
"  that's  hard — ^that's  hard.  I  wish  I  had  any 
thing  to  pawn;  upon  my  soul  you  have  got 
excellent  linen  (feeling  the  sleeve  of  my 
shirt) :  how  many  shirts  of  that  kind  have 
you  got?"*  I  answered,  "six  ruffled  and  six 
plain;"  at  which  he  testified  great  surprise, 
and  swore  that  no  gentleman  ouffht  to  have 
more  than  four.  "  How  many  d  ye  think  I 
have  got?"  continued  he;  "but  this  and 
another,  as  I  hope  to  be  saved !  I  dare  say 
we  shall  be  able  to  raise  a  good  sum  out  of 
your  superfluity — ^let  me  see — ^let  me  see — 
each  of  these  shirts  are  worth  sixteen  shill- 
ings at  a  moderate  computation  ;  now,  sup- 
pose  we  pawn  them  for  half  price,  eight 
time  eight  is  sixty-four,  that's  three  pounds 
four.  Zounds!  that  will  do;  give  me  your 
hand."  "  Softly,  sofUy,  Mr  Jackson,"  said 
I,  "don't  dispose  of  my  linen  without  my 
consent:  first  pay  me  the  crown  you  owe  me, 
and  then  we  shall  talk  of  other  matters." 
He  protested  he  had  not  above  one  shiUing 
in  his  pocket,  but  that  he  would  pay  me  out 
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of  the  first  of  the  money  raised  from  the  shirts. 
This  piece  of  assurance  incensed  me  so  much, 
that  I  swore  I  would  not  part  with  him  until 
1  had  received  satisfiu^on  for  what  I  had 
lent  him;  and  as  for  the  shirts,  I  would  not 
pawn  one  of  them  to  save  him  from  the  gal- 
lows. At  this  expression  he  lauded  aloud, 
and  then  complained  it  was  damnM  hard  that 
I  should  refuse  him  a  trifle  that  woidd  infiil- 
libly  enable  him  not  only  to  make  his  own 
fortune,  but  mine  also.  "  You  talk  of  pawn- 
ing my  shirts,"  said  I,  '*  suppose  you  should 
an  thif  -     - 


seu  tnis  hanger,  Mr.  Jackson?  I  believe 
it  wouli  fetch  a  good  round  sum."  *<  No, 
hang  it,"  said  he,  **  I  can't  appear  decentlv 
without  my  hanger,  or  egad  it  should  go.'' 
However,  seeing  me  inflexible  with  regard  toi 
my  linen,  he  at  length  unbuckled  his  hanger, 
and,  showing  me  the  sign  of  the  three  blue 
halls,  desired  me  to  carry  it  thither  and  pawn  it 
for  two  guineas.  This  office  I  would  by  no 
means  have  performed,  had  I  seen  any  like- 
lihood of  having  my  money  otherwise;  but 
not  willing,  out  of  a  piece  of  false  delicacy, 
to  neglect  the  only  opportunity  I  should 
perhaps  ever  have,  I  ventured  into  a  pawn- 
brokers shop,  where  I  demanded  two  gui- 
neas on  the  pledge,  in  the  name  of  Thomas 
Williams  :  *'Two  guineas!  (said  the  pawn- 
broker, looking  at  the  hanger),  **  this  pieie 
of  goods  has  teen  here  several  times  before 
for  thirty  shillings;  however,  since  I  believe 

^  the  gentleman  to  whom  it  belongs  will 
redeem  it,  he  shall  have  what  he  wants ;"  and 
accordingly  he  paid  me  the  money,  which  I 
carried  to  the  house  where  I  had  left  Jackson, 
and  calling  for  chan^,  counted  out  to  him 
seven-and-thirtyshiUinffs,  reserving  the  otlier 
five  for  myself.    After  looking  at  the  money 

,  some  time,  he  said,  **  D — nit!  it  don't  signi- 
fy— this  won't  do  my  business;  so  you  may 
as  well  take  half  a  guinea,  or  a  whole  one,  as 
the  five  shillings  you  have  kept.  I  thanked 
him  kindly,  but  refused  to  accept  of  any 
more  than  was  my  due,  because  I  bad  no 
prospect  of  repaying  it.  Upon  which  de- 
claration he  stared  in  my  face,  and  told  me,  I 
was  excessively  raw,  or  I  would  not  talk  in 
that  manner.  "  Blood!"  cried  he,  "  I  have 
a  very  bad  opinion  of  a  young  fellow  who 
won't  borrow  of  his  friend  when  lie  is  in  want; 
'tis  the  sign  of  a  sneaking  spirit.  Come, 
come,  Random,  ffive  me  back  the  five  shil- 
lings, and  take  this  half  guinea,  and  if  ever 
you  are  able  to  pay  me,  1  believe  you  will; 
if  not,  d — ^n  me  if  ever  I  ask  it."  When  I 
reflected  on  my  present  necessity,  I  suflered 
myself  to  be  persuaded;  and,  after  making 
my  acknowledgements  to  Mr  Jackson,  who 
offisred  to  treat  me  with  a  play,  I  returned  to 
my  lodgings  with  a  much  better  opinion  of 
this  gentleman  than  I  had  in  the  morning; 
and  at  night  imparted  my  day's  adventures  to 
Strap,  who  rejoiced  at  the  good  luck,  saying, 
— **  I  told  you,  if  he  was  a  Scotchman  you  was 
Bafe  enough;  and  who  knows  but  this  mar- 


riage may  make  us  all!  You  have  heard,  I 
suppose,  as  how  a  countryman  of  our's,  a 
journeyman  baker,  ran  away  with  a  ^at  lady 
of  this  town,  and  now  keeps  his  coach. 
Ecod!  I  say  nothing;  but  yesterday  morning, 
as  I  was  shaving  a  genUeman  at  his  own 
house,  there  was  a  young  lady  in  the  room-— 
a  fine  buxom  wench,  i'faith!  and  she  threw 
so  maify  sheep's  eyes  at  a  certain  person 
whom  I  shall  not  name,  that  my  heart  went 
knock,  knock,  knock,  like  a  fulling-mill,  and 
my  hand  sh sh— - —  shook  so  much  that 


I  sliced  a  piece  of  skin  off  the  gentleman's 
nose:  whereby  he  swore  a  deadly  oath,  and 
was  going  to  horsewhip  me,  when  she  pre- 
vented him,  and  made  my  peace.  Omen 
haiLd  mahiml  Is  not  a  journeyman  barber  as 
ffood  as  a  journeyman  baker?  The  only  dif- 
ference  is,  the  baker  uses  flour  for  the  belly, 
and  the  barber  uses  it  for  the  head:  and  as 
the  head  is  a  more  noble  member  than  the 
belly,  so  is  a  barber  more  noble  than  a  baker: 
for  what's  the  belly  without  the  head?  Be- 
sides, I  am  told  he  could  neither  read  nor 
write;  now  you  know  I  can  do  both,  and, 
moreover,  speak  Latin:  Ibut  I  will  say  no 
more,  for  I  despise  vanity;  aothing  is  more 
vain  than  vanity."  With  these  words  he> 
pulled  out  of  his  pocket  a  wax  candle's  end, 
which  he  applied  to  his  forehead;  and,  upon 
examination,  I  found  he  had  combed  his  own 
hair  over  the  toupee  of  his  wig,  and  was  in- 
deed in  his  whole  dress  become  a  very  smart 
shaver.  I  congratulated  him  on  his  prospect 
with  a  satirical  smile,  which  he  understood 
very  well;  and,  shaking  his  head,  observed  I 
had  very  little  ^th,  but  the  truth  would  come 
to  light  in  spite  .of  my  incredulity. 


CHAPTER  XVn. 

/  ffo  to  surgeons*  hall,  where  I  meet  with 
Mr  Jackson — am  examined—a  fierce  dis^ 
pule  arises  between  two  of  the  examiners 
— Jackson  disguises  himself  to  attract 
respect — is  detected — in  hazard  of  being 
sent  to  Bridewell — he  treats  us  at  a  tavern 
"tarries  us  to  a  night^house — a  trouble- 
some adventure  there-^we  are  committed 
to  the  round-house—carried  before  a  jus- 
tice— his  behaviour. 

With  th^  assistance  of  this  faithful  adheient, 
who  gave  me  almost  all  the  money  he  earned, 
I  preserved  my  half-guinea  entire  till  the 
day  of  examination,  when  I  went,  with  a 
quaking  heart,  to  surgeons'  hall,  in  order 
to  undergo  that  ceremony.  Among  a  crowd 
of  young  fellows  who  walked  in' the  outward 
hall,  I  perceived  Mr  Jackson,  to  whom  I  im^ 
mediately  went  up,  and,  inquiring  into  the 
state  of  his  amour,  understood  it  was  still 
undetermined,  by  reason  of  his  friend's  ab- 
sence, and  the  delay  of  the  recall  at  Chatham, 
which  gut  it  out  of'^his  power  to  bring  it  to  a 
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conclusion.  I  then  asked  what  his  business 
was  in  this  place  ?  He  replied,  he  was  re- 
solved to  have  two  strings  to  his  bow,  that 
in  case  the  one  (ailed,  he  might  use  the 
other ;  and  with  this  view,  he  was  to  pass 
that  night  for  a  higher  qualification.  At  that 
instant,  a  young  fellow  came  out  from  the 
place  of  examination,  with  a  pale  counte- 
nance, his  lip  quivering,  and  ma  looks  as 
wild  as  if  he  had  seen  a  ffhost.  He  no 
sooner  appeared,  than  we  all  flocked  about 
him  with  the  utmost  eagerness,  to  know 
what  reception  he  had  met  with;  which 
(after  some  pause)  he  described,  recounting 
all  the  questions  they  had  asked,  with  the 
answers  he  made.  In  this  manner  we 
obliged  no  less  than  twelve  to  recapitulate, 
which,  now  the  danger  was  past,  they  did 
with  pleasure^  before  it  fell  to  my  lot :  at 
length  the  beadle  called  my  name,  with  a 
voice  that  made  me  tremble  as  much  as  if  it 
had  been  the  sound  of  the  last  trumpet: 
however,  there  was  no  remedy :  I  was  con- 
ducted into  a  large  hall,  where  I  saw  about 
a  dozen  of  grim  f^ces  sitting  at  a  lon^  table, 
one  of  whom  Iwids  nke  come  forward,  m  such 
an  imperious  tone,  that  I  was  actually,  for  a 
minute  or  two,  bereft  of  my  senses.  The 
first  question  be  put  to  me  was, — *'  where 
was  you  born  1"  to  which  I  answered, — "  in 
Scotland."  "  In  Scotland,"  said  he, « I  know 
that  very  well ;  we  have  scarce  any  other 
countrymen  to  examine  here ;  you  Scotch- 
men have  overspread  us  of  late  as  the  locusts 
did  Egypt :  I  ask  you  in  what  part  of  Scot- 
land was  you  born  ?"  1  named  the  place  of 
my  nativity,  which  he  had  never  before  heard 
of.  He  then  proceeded  to  interrogate  me 
about  my  age,  the  towi}  where  I  served  my 
time,  with  the  term  of  my  apprenticeship ; 
and,  when  I  informed  him  that  I  served  three 
years  only,  he  fell  into  a  violent  passion ; 
swore  it  was  a  shame  and  a  scandal  to  send 
such  raw  boys  into  the  world  as  surgeons ; 
that  it  was  a  great  presumption  in  me,  and 
an  affbont  upon  the  En|f]ish,  to  pretend  to 
enfficient  skill  in  my  busmess,  having  served 
80  short  a  time,  when  every  apprentice  in 
England  was  bound  seven  years  at  least; 
that  my  friends  would  have  done  better  if 
they  had  made  me  a  weaver  or  shoemaker ; 
but  their  pride  would  have  me  a  ^ntleman 
(be  supposed)  at  any  rate,  and  their  poverty 
could  not  afford  the  necessaiy  education. 
This  exordium  did  not  at  all  contribute  to 
the  recovery  of  my  spirits,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, reduced  me  to  such  a  situation  that  I 
was  scarce  able  to  stand ;  which  being  per- 
ceived by  a  plump  gentleman  who  sat  opp|o- 
site  to  me,  with  a  skull  before  him,  he  said, 
Mr  Snarler  was  too  severe  upon  the  younff 
man ;  and,  turning  towards  me,  told  me  I  need 
not  be  afhiid,  for  nobody  would  do  me  anv 
harm :  then,  bidding  me  take  time  to  recol- 
lect myself^  he  examined  me  touching  the 
spemition  crif  the  trepan,  and  was  vsiy  well 


satisfied  with  my  answers.  The  next  per- 
son who  Questioned  me  was  a  wag,  who  be- 
gan by  asking  if  I  had  ever  seen  amputation 
peiformed ;  and  I  replving  in  the  affirmative, 
he  shook  his  head  and  said, — "  what !  upon 
a  dead  subject,  I  suppose  1  If,"  continued 
he,  **  during  an  engagement  at  sea,  a  man 
should  be  brought  to  you  with  his  head  shot 
off,  how  would  you  liehave  1"  After  some 
hesitation,  I  owned  such  a  case  had  never 
come  under  my  observation,  neither  did  I 
remember  to  have  seen  any  method  of  cure 
proposed  for  such  an  accident,  in  any  of  the 
systems  of  suigeiT  I  had  perused.  Whetlier 
it  was  owing  to  the  simplicity  of  my  answer 
or  the  archness  of  the  question,  I  know  not. 
but  every  member  at  the  board  deigned  to 
smile,  except  Mr  Snarler,  who  seemed  to 
have  very  little  of  the  animal  risihile  in  his 
constitution.  The  facetious  member,  en- 
couraged by  the  success  of  his  last  joke,  went 
on  thus : — **  suppose  you  was  called  to  a  pa- 
tient of  a  plethoric  habit,  who  had  been 
bruised  by  a  fall,  what  would  you  do  ?"  f 
answered,  **  I  would  bleed  him  immediately." 
'*  What,"  said  he,  **  before  you  had  tied  up 
his  arm?"  But  this  stroke  of  wit  not  an- 
swering his  expectation,  he  desired  me  to 
^vance  to  the  gentleman  who  sat  next  him, 
and  who,  with  a  oert  air,  asked  what  method 
of  cure  I  would  follow  in  wounds  of  the  in- 
testines. I  repeated  the  method  of  cure  as 
it  is  prescribed  by  the  best  chirurgical  wri- 
ters ;  which  he  heard  to  an  end,  and  then 
said,  with  a  supercilious  smile, — *'  so  yon 
think  by  such  treatment  the  patient  might 
recover  1"  I  told  him  I  saw  nothing  to  make 
me  think  otherwise.  **  That  may  be,"  re- 
sumed he,  **  I  won't  answer  for  your  fore- 
sight ;  but  did  vou  ever  know  a  case  of  this 
kind  succeed  ?"  I  answered  I  did  not ;  and 
was  about  to  tell  him  I  had  never  seen  a 
wounded  intestine;  but  he  stopped  me  by 
saying,  with  some  precipitation,  <'  nor  never 
will.  I  affirm  that  all  wounds  *of  the  intes- 
tines, whether  great  or  small,  are  mortal." 
*<  Pardon  me  brother,"  says  the  fat  gentle- 
man, "there  is  a  very  good  authority*— here 
he  was  interrupted  by  the  other  with,  *'  Sir, 
excuse  me,  I  despise  all  authority.  Nullius 
in  verba.  I  stand  upon  my  own  bottom."' 
*'  But,  sir,  sir,"  replied  his  antagonist,  "  the 
reason  of  the  thing  shows" — "  A  fig  for  rea- 
son," cried  this  smficient  member,  "  I  laugh 
at  reason, — give  me  ocular  demonstration." 
The  corpulent  gentleman  began  to  wax  warm, 
and  observed  that  no  man  acquainted  with 
the  anatomy  of  the  parts  would  advance  such 
an  extravagant  assertion.  This  inuendo  en 
rag^  the  other  so  much,  that  he  started  up . 
and,  in  a  prions  tone,  exclaimed,  "  What, 
sir !  do  you  question  my  knowledge  in  ana- 
tomy ?"  By  this  time  all  the  examiners  had 
espoused  the  opinion  of  one  or  the  other  of 
the  disputants,  and  raised  their  voices  all 
together,  when  the  chairman  commanded 
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silence,  and  ordered  me  to  withdraw.  In 
lesB  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour  I  waa  called 
in  again,  received  my  qualification  sealed  up, 
and  was  ordered  to  pay  five  shillings.  I  lard 
down  my  half-guinea  upon  the  table,  and 
stood  some  time  until  one  of  them  bade  me 
begone;  to  this  I  replied,  I  will,  when  I 
have  got  my  change ;  upon  which  another 
threw  me  five  shillings  and  sixpence,  saying 
I  would  not  be  a  true  Scotchman  if  I  went 
away  wiUiout  mv  change.  I  was  afterwards 
obliged  to  give  three  shillings  and  sixpence 
to  the  heaves,  and  a  shilling  to  an  old  woman 
who  swept  the  hall.  Tnis  disbursement 
sunk  my  finances  to  thirteen  pence  half- 

Senny,  with  which  I  was  sneaking  ofir,.when 
ackson  perceiving  it,  came  up  to  me,  and 
begged  I  would  tarry  for  him,  and  he  would 
accompany  me  to  the  other  end  of  the  town, 
as  soon  as  his  examination  should  be  over. 
I  could  not  refiise  this  to  a  person  that  was 
so  much  my  friend ;  but  I  was  astonished  at 
the  change  of  his  dress,  which  was  varied  in 
half  an  hour  from  what  I  have  already  des- 
cribed, to  a  very  ^tesque  fiwhion.  His 
head  was  covered  with  an  old  smoked  tie- 
wig  that  -did  not  boast  one  crooked  hair,  and 
a  slouched  hat  over  it,  which  would  have 
very  well  become  a  chimney-sweeper  or  ^a 
dust-man;  his  neck  was  adorned  with  a 
black  crape,  the  ends  of  which  he  had  twisted 
and  fixed  in  the  button-hole  of  a  shabby  great 
coat  that  wrapt  up  his  whole  body ;  his 
white  silk  stockings  were  converted  into 
black  worsted  hose;  and  his  countenance 
was  rendered  venerable  by  wrinkles  and  a 
beard  of  his  own  painting.  When  I  ex*' 
pressed  my  surprise  at  this  metamorphosis, 
he  laughed,  ana  told  me  it  was  done  by  the 
advice  and  assistance  of  a  friend  who  lived 
over  the  way,  and  would  certainly  produce 
something  very  much  to  his  advantaure ;  for 
it  gave  lumlthe  appearance  of  age,  which 
never  fails  of  attractmg  respect.  I  applauded 
his  sagacity^  and  waited  with  impatience 
for  the  efiects  of  it.  At  length  he  was  called 
in ;  but  whether  the  oddness  of  his  appear- 
ance excited  a  curiosity  more  than  usual  In 
the  board,  or  his  behaviour  was  not  suitable 
to  his  figure,  I  know  not ;  he  was  discovered 
to  be  an  impostor,  and  put  into  the  hands  of 
the  beadle,  m  order  to  be  sent  to  Bridewell. 
So  that,  instead  of  seeing  him  come  out 
with  a  cheerfiil  countenance,  and  a  surgeon's 
qualification  in.  his  hand,  I  perceived  him 
led  through  the  outward  hall  as  a  prisoner, 
and  was  veiy  much  alarmed  and  anxious  to 
know  the  occasion ;  when  he  called,  with  a 
lamentable  voice  and  piteous -aspect,  to  me, 
and  some  others  who  knew  him, — ''  for  God's 
Btke,  ^ntlemen,  bear  witness  t]|at  I  am  the 
same  individual  John  Jackson,  who  served 
as  surgeon's  second  mate  on  board  the  Eli- 
zabetlC  or  else  I  shall  go  to  Bridewell." 
It  would  have  been  impossible  for  the  most 
aofltere  hennit  that  ever  lived  to  have  re- 


frained from  laughing  at  his  appearance  and 
address  ;  we  therefore  indulged  ourselves  a 
good  wlule  at  his  expense,  and  afterwards 
pleaded  his  cause  so  efiectually  with  the 
beadle,  who  was  gratified  with  half  a  crowOv 
that  the  prisoner  was  dismissed,  and,  in  a 
few  moments,  resumed  his  former  gaietjr;  * 
swearing,  since  the  board  had  refused  his 
money,  he  would  spend  h  every  shilling  be- 
fore he  went  to  bea  in  treating  his  friends ; 
at  the  same  time  inviting  us  all  to  favour 
him  with  our  company.  It  was  now  ten 
o'clock  at  night,  and,  as  I  had  a  great  way  to 
walk  through  streets  that  were  utterly  un- 
known to  me,  I  was  prevailed  upon  to  be 
of  their  party,  in  hopes  he  would  afterwards 
accompany  me  to  my  lodgings,  according  to 
his  promise.  He  conducted  us  to  his  friend's 
house,  who  kept  a  tavern  over  the  wajr, 
where  we  continued  drinking  punch,  until 
the  liquor  mounted  up  to  our  heads  and  made 
us  all  extremely  frolicsome.  I,  in  particu- 
lar, was  so  much  elevated,  that  nothing  would 
serve  me  but  a  wench;  at  which  demand 
Jackson  expressed  much  jqv,  and  assured  me 
I  should  have  my  desire  b^re  we  parted. 
Accordingly,  when  he  had  pBd  the  reckon- 
ing, we  sallied  out,  roaring  and  singing; 
and  were  conducted  by  our  leader  to  a  pmce 
of  nocturnal  entertainment,  where  I  imme- 
diately attached  myself  to  a  fair  one,  with 
whom  I  proposed  to  spend  the  remaining 
part  of  the  night ;  but  she  not  relishing  my 
appearance,  refused  to  grant  my  request  b^ 
fore  I  should  have  made  her  an  acknowledge- 
ment ;  which  not  suiting  with  my  circum- 
stances, we  broke  off  our  correspondence,  to 
my  no  small  mortification  and  resentment, 
because  I  thought  the  mercenary  creature 
had  not  done  justice  to  my  merit.  In  the 
mean  time,  Mr  Jackson's  dress  had  attracted 
the  inclinations  and  assiduities  of  two  or 
three  nymphs,  who  loaded  him  with  caresses, 
in  return  for  the  arrack  punch  with  which 
he  treated  them ;  till  at  length,  notwithstand- 
ing the  sprightly  sallies  of  those  charmers, 
sleep  began  to  exert  his  power  over  us  aU, 
and  our  conductor  called,  ^  To  pay."  When 
the  bill  was  brought,  which  amounted  to 
twelve  shillings,  he  put  his  hand  in  his  pocket, 
but  might  have  saved  himself  the  trouble, 
for  his  purse  was  gone.  This  accident  dis- 
concerted him  a  good  deal  at  first ;  but,  after 
some  recollection,  he  seized  the  two  duici- 
cineas  who  sat  by  him,  one  in  each  hand, 
and  swore,  if  they  did  not  immediately  re- 
store his  money,  be  would  charge  a  consta- 
ble with  them.  The  good  lady  at  the  bar, 
seeing  what  passed,  wnispered  something  to 
the  drawer,  who  went  out ;  and  then,  with 
great  composure,  asked  what  was  the  matter  1 
Jackson  told  her  he  was  robbed,  and  swore, 
if  she  refused  him  satisfaction,  he  would  have 
her  and  her  whores  committed  to  Bridewell. 
<*  Robbed !"  cried  she,  **  robbed  in  my  bouse!  t 
gentlemen  and  ladiesi  I  take  you  aU  to  wit* 
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11688,  this  penon  has  scandalised  my  repata- 
tion."  .  At  that  instant,  seeing  the  constable 
and  watch  enter,  she  preceded, — *'what! 
yon  must  not  onl^  endeavoar,  by  your  false 
aspersions,  to  rum  my  character,  but  even 
commit  an  assault  upon  my  family !  Mr  Con- 
^Ue,  I  chaige  you  with  this  uncivil  per- 
son, who  has  been  guilty  of  a  riot  here ;  I 
shall  take  care  and  bring  an  action  against 
him  for  defamation."  While  I  was  reflect- 
ing on  this  melancholy  event,  which  had 
made  me  <]uite  sober,  the  lady  whose  favours 
I  had  solicited,  being  piqued  at  some  repartee 
that  passed  between  us,  cried, — *'  They  are 
all  concerned;"  and  desired  the  constable 
to  take  us  all  into  custody :  an  arrest  which 
was  performed  instantlv,  to  the  utter  aston- 
ishment and  despair  of  us  all,  except  Jack- 
son, who,  having  been  often  in  such  scrapes, 
was  very  little  concerned,  and  charged  the 
constable  in  his  turn  with  the  landlady  and 
her  whole  bevy :  upon  which  we  were  carried 
an  together  prisoners  to  the  round  house, 
where  Jackson  (afler  a  word  of  comfort  to 
us^  informed  the  constable  of  his  being 
roobed,  to  whi^i^he  said  he  would  swear  next 
morning beforraie  justice.  "Ay,  ay,"  says  the 
bawd,  "  we  shall  see  whose  oath  shall  most 
signify."  In  a  little  time  the  constable, 
culins^  Jackson  into  another  room,  spoke  to 
him  thus :  **  I  perceive  that  you  and  your 
company  are  strangers,  and  am  very  sonj 
for  your  being  involved  in  such  an  ugly  busi- 
ness. I  have  known  this  woman  a  great 
while ;  she  has  kept  a  notorious  house  in  the 
neighbourhood  these  many  years,  and,  al- 


ally,  that  she  condescended  to  make  him 
umpire :  he  accordingly  proposed  an  azbitra- 
tion,  to  which  we  ^ve  our  assent ;  and  he 
fined  each  party  m  three  shillings,  to  be 
laid  out  in  a  bowl  of  punch,  wherein  we 
drowned  all  animosities,  to  the  inexpressible 
joy  of  my  two  late  acquaintances  and  me, 
who  had  been  in  the  state  of  the  damned 
ever  since  Jackson  mentioned  Bridewell  and 
Newgate.  By  the  time  we  had  finished  our 
bowl,  ta  which,  by  the  by,  I  had  contributed 
my  last  shilling,  it  was  morning;  and  I  pro- 
posed to  move  homeward,  when  the  consta- 
ole  gave  roe  to  understand,  he  could  dis- 
charge no  prisoners,  but  by  order  of  the 
justice,  before  whom  we  must  appear.  This 
renewed  my  cha^n ;  and  I  cursed  the  hour 
in  which  I  had  yielded  to  Jackson's  invita^ 
tisn.  About  nine  o'clock,  we  were  escorted 
to  the  house  of  a  certain  justice,  not  many 
miles  distant  from  Covent  Garden ;  who  no 
sooner  saw  the  constable  enter  with  a  train 
of  prisoners  at  his  heels,  than  he  saluted  him 
as  follows: — "So,  Mr  Constable, *you  are  a 
diligent  man — what  den  of  ro^es  have  you 
been  scouring?"  Then,  looking  at  us,  who 
appeared  very  much  dejected,  he  continued, 
— "  ay,  ay,  thieves  I  see— old  olTenders— O, 
your  humble  servant,  Mrs  Harridan !  I  sup. 
pose  these  feUows  have  been  taken  robbing 
your  house— yes,  yes,  here's  an  old  ac(}uaint- 
ance  of  mine :  you  have  used  expedition," 
said  he  to  me,  "  in  returning  from  transpor- 
tation ;  but  we  shall  save  you  the  trouble  for 
the  fliture-^the  surgeons  will  fetch  you  ftom 
your  next  transportation  at  their  expense. 


»» 


though  often  complained  ofas  a  nuisance,  stiU  ft  assured  his  worship  he  was  mistaken  in 
escapes,  through  her  interest  with  the  jus- 1  me,  for  he  had  never  seen  me  in  his  life 


tices,  to  whom  she,  and  all  of  her  employ- 
ment, pay  contribution  quarterly  for  protec- 
tion. As  she  charged  me  with  you  first,  her 
complaint  will  have  the  preference ;  and  she 
can  procure  evidence  to  swear  whatever  she 
shall  please  to  desire  of  them.  So  that,  un- 
less you  can  make  it  up  before  morning,  you 
and  your  companions  may  think  yourselves 
happily  quit  for  a  month's  hard  labour  in 
Bndewell.  Nay,  if  she  should  swear  a 
robbeiy  or  assault  against  you,  you  will  be 
committed  to  Newgate,  and  triea  next  ses- 
sions at  the  Old  Bailey  for  your  life.  This 
last  piece  of  information  had  such  an  efiect 
upon  Jackson,  that  he  agreed  to  make  it  up, 
provided  his  money  might  be  restored.  The 
constable  told  him,  that,  instead  of  retrieving 
what  be  had  lost,  he  was  pretty  certain  it 
would  cost  him  some  more  before  they  would 
come  to  any  composition.  But,  however,  he 
had  compassion  on  him,  and  would,  if  he 
^eased,  sound  them  about  a  mutual  release. 
^The  unfortunate  beau  thanked  him  for  his 
friendship,  and,  returning  to  us,  acquainted 
us  with  the  substance  of  this  dialo^e ;  while 
the  constable,  desiring  to  speak  m  private 
with  our  adversary,  carried  her  into  the 
next  room*  and  pleads  our  cause  s<heffectn- 


me,  tor  ne  naa  never  seen  me  in 
before.  To  this  declaration  he  replied,— 
*'  how !  you  impudent  rascal,  dare  you  say 
so  to  my  face?  Do  you  think  I  am.  to  be 
imposed  upon  by  that  northern  accent  which 
you  have  assumed  1  but  it  shan't  avail  you— 
you  shall  find  me  too  far  north  for  you. 
Here,  clerk,  write  this  fellow's  mUtimus. 
His  name  is  Patrick  Gahaffan."  Here  Mr 
Jackson  interposed,  and  told  him  I  v^as  a 
Scotchman  lately  come  to  town,  descended 
of  a  good  family,  and  that  my  name  was 
Random.  The  justice  looked  upon  this 
assertion  as  an  outrage  upon  his  memory, 
on  which  he  valued  himself  much;  and, 
strutting  up  to  Jackson,  with  a  fierce  coun- 
tenance, put  his  hands  in  his  sides,  and  said, 
— "  Who  are  you,  sir?  do  you  give  me  the  lie? 
take  notice,  gentlemen,  here's  a  fellow  who 
affronts  me  upon  the  bench ;  but  I'll  lay  you 
fast,  sirrah,  I  will ;  for,  notwithstanding  your 
laced  jacket,  I  believe  you  are  a  notorious 
felon."  My  friend  was  so  much  abashed  at 
this  menace,  which  was  thundered  out  with 
great  vociferation,  that  he  changed  colour 
and  remained  speechless.  This  confusion 
his  worship  took  for  a  symptom  of  guilt,  and 
to  cor;i)lete  his  discovery,  continued  his 
threats—**  now  I  am  convinced  you  are  a 
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thie^your  face  discoven  it— you  tremUe 
aU  over — ^vour  conscience  won't  lie  8till«-> 
you'll  be  nanged,  sinah/'  raiainff  his  voice, 
« you'll  be  hanged;  and  happy  bad  it  been 
lor  the  world,  as  well  as  your  own  miserable 
soul,  if  you  had  been  detected  and  cut  off  in 
the  beginning  of  your  career.  Come  hither, 
clerk,  and  t&e  this  man's  confession."  I 
was  in  an  agony  of  consternation,  when  the 
constable,  goin^  into  another  room  with  his 
worship,  acquamted  him  with  the, truth  of 
the  story ;  which,  having  learned,  he  return- 
ed with  a  smiling  countenance,  and,  address- 
ing himself  to  us  all,  said  it  was  always  his 
way  to  terrify  young  people,  when  they  came 
berore  him,  tnat  his  threats  might  make  a 
strong  impression  on  their  minds,  and  deter 
them  from  engaging  in  scenes  of  riot  and 
debauchery,  which  conmionly  ended  before 
the  judp;e.  Thus  having  cloaked  his  own 
want  of  discernment  under  the  diwiise  of 
paternal  care,  we  were  dismissed,  anal  found 
myself  as  much  lightened  as  if  a  mountain 
had  been  lifted  off  my  breast. 


CHAPTER  XVra. 

/  earry  my  qual^coHon  to  the  navy-^Jic^ 
the  nature  of  it-^he  behaviour  of  the 
secretary — Strophe  concern  for  my  ab" 
eence—^  battle  between  him  and  a  Slack' 
emith-^he  troublesome  consequence  of 
it — his  harangue  to  me — his  friend  the 
schoolmaster  recommends  me  to  a  French 
apothecary f  who  entertains  me  as  ajour^ 
neyman* 

I  wovLD  willingly  have  gone  home  to  sleep, 
but  was  told  by  my  companion,  that  we  must 
delivei:  our  letters  of  qualification  at  the 
navy-ofiice  before  one  o'clock ;  accordingly, 
we  went  thither,  and  gave  them  to  the  sec- 
retary, who  opened  and  read  them ;  and  I 
was  mightily  pleased  to  find  myself  qualified 
for  second  mate  of  a  third  rate.  When  he 
had  stuck  them  alto^ther  on  a  file,  one  of 
our  company  asked  if  there  were  any  vacan- 
cies? to  which  inte|Togation  he  answered, 
no.  Then  I  ventured  to  inquire  if  any  ships 
were  to  be  put  in  commission  sooni  At 
which  question  he  surveyed  me  with  a  look 
of  ineffable  contempt,  and,  pushing  us  but 
of  his  office,  locked  the  door,  without  delv- 
ing us  another  word.  We  went  down  stairs, 
and  conferred  together  on  our  expectations, 
when  I  understood  that  each  of  them  had 
been  recommended  to  one  or  other  of  the 
commissioners,  and  each  of  them  promised  the 
first  vacancy  that  should  fall ;  but  that  none  of 
them  relied*  solely  upon  that  interest,  with- 
out a  present  to  the  secretary,  with  whom 
some  of  the  commissioners  went  snacks. 
For  which  reason  each  of  them  had  provided 
a  small  purse ;  and  I  was  asked  what  I  pro- 
posed to  give  1    This  was  a  vexatious  ques- 


tion to  me,  who,  far  from  being  in  a  capacity 
to  gratify  a  ravenous  secretary,  had  not 
wherewithal  to  purchase  a  dinner.  I  there- 
fore answered,  I  had  not  yet  determined  what 
to  give;  and  sneaked  off  towards  my  own 
lodginflSff  cursing  my  fate  all  the  way,  and 
inveighing,  with  much  bitterness,  against  the 
barbarity  of  my  grandfather,  and  sordid  ava- 
rice of  my  relations,  who  left  me  a  prey  to 
contempt  and  indigence.  Full  of  these  dis- 
agreeable reflections,  I  arrived  at  the  house 
where  I  lodged^  and  relieved  my  landlord 
from  great  anxiety  on  my  account ;  for  this 
honest  man  believed  I  bad  met  with  some 
dismal  accident,  and  that  he  should  never 
see  me  again.  Strap,  who  had  come  to  visit 
me  in  the  morning,  understanding  I  had  been 
abroad  all  night,  was  almost  distracted,  and* 
after  having  obtained  leave  of  his  master, 
had  gone  in  quest  of  me,  though  he  was  even 
more  ignorant  of  the  town  than  L  Not  be- 
ing willing  to  inform  my  landlord  of  my  ad- 
venture, r  told  him  I  bad  met,  with  an  ac- 
quaintance at  iBurgeons'  hall,  with  .whom  I 
spent  the  evening  and  nigbt;  but,  being  very 
much  inflated  by  hues,  J  had  not  slept  much, 
and  therefore  intended  to  take  a  little  re- 
pose ;  so  saying,  I  went  to  bed,  and  desired 
to  be  awakened  if  Strap  should  happen  to 
come  while  I  should  be  asleep.  I  was  ac- 
cordingly  roused  by  my  friend  himself,  who 
entered  my  chamber  about  three  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon,  and  presented  a  figure  to  my 
eyes,  that  I  could  scarce  believe  real.  In 
short,  this  affectionate  shaver,  setting  out 
towards  surgeons'  hall,  had  inquired  for  me 
there  to  no  purpose ;  from  thence^he  found 
his  way  to  tne  navy-office,  where  he  could 
hear  no  tidings  of  me,  because  I  was  un- 
known to  every  body  then  present ;  he  after- 
wards went  upon  'Change,  in  hopes  of  see- 
ing me  upon  the  Scotch-walk,  but  without 
success :  at  last,  being  almost  in  despair  of 
finding  me,  he  resolved  to  ask  every  body  he 
met  in  the  street,  if  perchance  any  one  could 
give  him  information  about  me ;  and  actually 
put  his  resolution  into  practice,  in  spite  of 
the  scoffs,  curses  and  reproaches  with  which 
he  was  answered ;  until  a  blacksmith's  'pren- 
tice, seeing  him  stop  a  porter  with  a  burden 
on  bis  back,  and  hearing  his  question,  for 
which  he  received  a  hearty  curse,  called  to 
him,  and  asked  if  the  person  he  inquired  after 
was  not  a  Scotchman  ?  Strap  replied  with 
great  eafleniess, — **  yes,  and  had  on  a  brown 
coat  with  long  skirts."  *^  The  same,"  said 
the  blacksmith,  "  I  saw  him  pass  by  an  hour 
a^."  "  Did  you  so  ?"  cried  Strap,  rubbing 
his  hands, — '^  odd !  I  am  very  glad  of  that— 
which  way  went  he?"    **  Towards  Tyburn 


in  a  cart,"  said  he ;  *'  if  you  make  good  spee^ 
you  may  get  thither  time  enough  to  see  him 
hanged."    This  piece  of  wit  incensed  my 


friend  to  such  a  degree,  that  he  called  the 
blacksmith  scoundrel,  and  protested  he  would 
fight  him  for  half  a  farthing.    «  No  no»"  said 
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the  other,  stripping,  "I'll  have  none  of  your 
money — ^you  Scotchmen  seldom  carry  any 
about  with  you— but,  Fll  fight  you  for  love. ' 
There  was  a  ring  immediately  fbnned  by  the 
mob;  and  Strap,  finding  he  could  not  get  off 
honourably  without  fighting,  at  the  same  time 
burning  with  resentment  against  his  adver- 
sary, quitted  his  clothes  to  the  care  of  the 
multitude,  and  the  battle  began  with  great 
violence  oh  the  side  of  Strap,  who  in  a  few 
minutes  exhausted  his  breath  and  spirits  -on 
his  patient  antagonist,  who  sustained  the 
assault  with  great  coolness,  till,  finding  the 
barber  quite  spent,  he  returned  the  blows  he 
had  lent  him  with  such  interest,  that  Strap, 
after  having  received  three  fiills  on  the  hard 
stones,  ffave  out,  and  allowed  the  blacksmith 
to  be  the  better  man.  The  victory  being 
thus  decided,  it  was  proposed  to  adjourn  to 
a  cellar  hard  by,  and  drink  friends.  But 
when  my  friend  began  to  gather  up  his 
dotbes,  he  perceived  that  some  honest  per- 
son or  other  had  made  firee  with  his  shirt, 
neckcloth,  hat,  and  wig,  which  were  carried 
off;  and  probably  ^is  coat  and  waistcoat 
would  have  met  with  the  same  fate,  had  they 
been  worth  stealing.  It  was  in  vain  for  him 
to  make  a  noise,  which  only  yielded  mirth  to 
the  spectators :  he  was  fain  to  get  off  in  this 
manner,  which  be  accomplished  with  much 
difficulty,  and  appeared  before  me  all  be- 
smeared with  blood  and  dirt.  Notwith- 
standing this  misfortune,  such  wm  his  trans- 
port at  finding  me  safe  and  so^^d,  that  he 
nad  almost  stifled  and  stunk  me  to  death  with 
his  embraces.  After  he  had  cleaned  himself, 
and  put  on  one  of  my  shirts,  and  a  woollen 
night  cap,  I  recounted  to  him  the  particulars 
of  my  n^t's  campaign,  which  filled  him 
with  admiration,  and,  made  him  repeat,  with' 
{preat  energy,  an  observation  which  was  often 
m  his  mouth,  namely ,^ — *'  that  surely  London 
is  the  devil's  drawing-room."  As  neither  of 
us  had  dined,  he  desired  me  to  get  up ;  and 
the  milk-woman  coming  round  at  that  in- 
stant, he  .went  down  stairs,  and  brought  up 
a  quart,  with  a  penny-brick,  on  which  we 
made  a  comfortable  meal.  He  then  shared 
his  money  with  me,  which  amounted  to 
eighteen  pence,  and  left  me  with  an  inten- 
tion to  borrow  an  old  wig  and  hat  of  his  old 
fiiend  the  schoolmaster. 

He  was  no  sooner  gone,  than  I  began  to 
consider  my  situation  with  great  uneasiness, 
and  revolved  all  the  schemes  my  imagination 
could  suggest,  in  order  to  choose  ana  pursue 
some  one  that  might  procure  me  bread ;  for 
it  is  impossible  to  express  the  pangs  I  felt, 
when  I  reflected  on  the  miserable  dependence 
in  which  I  lived  at  the  expense  of  a  poor 
barber's  boy.  My  pride  took  the  alarm,  and 
having  no  hopes  of  succeeding  at  the  navy- 
office,  I  came  to  the  resolution  of  enlisting 
in  the  fiK>t-ffuards  next  day,  be  the  event 
what  it  would.  This  extravagant  design,  by 
flattering  my  disposition,  gave  great  satis* 
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faction,  and  I  was  charging  the  enemy  at 
the  head  of  Ay  own  regiment,  when  Strap's 
return  interrupted  my  reverie.  The  school* 
master  had  made  him  a  present  of  the  tie- 
wig  which  he  wore  when  I  was  introduced 
to  Tiim,  together  with  an  old  hat,  whose  brim 
would  have  overshadowed  a  colossus.  Though 
Strap  had  venftired  to  wear  them  in  the  dusk, 
he  did  not  choose  to  entertain  the  mob  by 
day ;  he  therefore  went  to  work  immediately, 
and  reduced  them  both  to  a  moderate  size. 
While  be  was  employed  in  this  office,  he 
addressed  me  thus : — *'  To  be  sure,  Mr  Ran- 
dom, you  were  bom  a  geiitlemaii,  and  have  a 
great  deal  of  learning — and  indeed  look  like 
a  gentleman ;  for,  as  to  person,  you  may  hold 
up  your  head  with  the  beet  of  them.  On  the 
other  hand,  I  am  a  poor  but  honest  cobler's 
son — my  mother  was  as  industrious  a  woman 
as  ever  broke  bread,  till  such  time  as  she 
took  to  drinkinfif,  which  you  very  wellJmow 
— but  every  body  has  failings — kumanum  est 
errare.  Now,  for  myself,!  wn  a  poor  jour- 
neyman barber,  tolerably  well  made,  and  un- 
derstand some  Latin,  and  have  a  smattering 
of  Greek — but  what  of  that  1  perhaps  I  mifht 
also  say  that  I  know  a  little  of  the  world-^ 
but  that  is  to  no  purpose — ^though  you  be 
gentle  and  I  simple,  it  does  not  follow  but 
that  I  who  am  simple  may  do  a  good  office 
to  you  who  are  gentle.  Now  this  is  the 
case — ^my  kinsman  the  schoolmaster — ^per* 
haps  you  did  not  know  how  nearly  he  is  re- 
lated to  me — I'll  satisfy  you  in  that  presently 
— his  mother  and  my  grandmother's  sister's 
nephew — ^no,  that's  not  it !  my  grandfather's 
brother's  daughter — ^rabbit  it !  I  have  forgot  the 
degree,  but  this  I  know,  he  and  I  are  cousins 
seven  times  removed."  My  impatience  to 
know  the  good  office  he  bad  done  me  got 
the  better  of  my  temper,  and  I  interrupted  him 
at  this  place  with — **  d — ^n  your  relation  and 
pedigree !  if  the  schoolmaster  or  you  can  be 
of  any  advantage  to  me,  why  don^t  you  tell 
me  without  all  this  preamble  1"  When  I 
pronounced  these  words  with  some  vehe- 
mence, Strap  looked  at  me  for  some  time  with 
a  grave  countenance,  and  then  went  on : — 
"  Surely  my  pedigree  is  not  to  be  d— d,  be- 
cause it  is  not  so  noble  as  joutb,  I  am  very 
sorry  to  see  such  an  alteration  in  your  tem- 
per of  late— you  was  always  fiery,  but  now 
you  are  grown  as  crabbed  as  old  Perriwinkle, 
the  drunken  tinker,  on  whom  you  and  I  (God 
forgive  us)  played  so  many  unlucky  tricks 
while  we  were  at  school.  But  I  will  no 
longer  detain  you  in  suspense,  because, 
doubtless,  nothing  is  more  uneasy  than  doubt 
— ^u&t'o,  proctd  duhiOj  nil  dubius.  My 
friend,  or  relation,  or  which  ]^ou  will,  or 
both,  the  schoolmaster,  being  informed  of 
the  regard  I  have  for  you — ^for,  you  may  be 
sure,  I  did  not  fail  to  let'him  know  your  good 
qualities— hy-the-bye  he  has  undertaken  to 
te^ch  you  the  pronunciation  of  the  Enfflish 
tongue,  without  whicht  he  says,  you  wiU  be 
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vufit  for  business  in  this  countir.  I  say,  my 
relation  has  spoke  in  yoor  behalf  to  a  French 
apothecary  who  wants  a  joumeyman :  and, 
on  his  recommendation,  you  may  have  fif- 
teen pounds  per  year,  bed  and  board,  when- 
ever you  please.  I  was  too  much  interested 
in  thiiB  piece  of  news  to  entertain  it  with  in- 
difference; but,  jumping  up,  insisted  on 
Strap's  immediately  accompanying  me  to 
the  house  of  his  mend,  that  l  might  not 
lose  this  opportunity  throucfa  the  least  delay 
or  nefflect  on  my  part.  We  were  informed 
thai  &e  schoolmaster  was  in  company  at  a 
public-house  in  the  neighbourhooa,  whither 
we  repaired,  and  founa  him  drinking  with 
the  very  individual  apothecary  in  question. 
When  he  was  called  to  the  door  at  our  de- 
sire, and  observing  my  impatience,  he  broke 
out  into  his  usual  term  of  admiration : — '*  O 
C — St !  I  suppose,  when  you  heard  of  this 
ofier,-you  did  not  take  leisure  enough  to 
come  down  stairs,  but  leapt  out  of  the  win* 
dow ;  did  you  overturn  no  porter  nor  oyster- 
woman  in  your  way !  It  is  a  mercy  of  God  you 
did  not  knock  your  brains  out  a^inst  some 
post  in  your  career.  O  mj  conscience !  I  be- 
lieve, had  I  been  in  the  mmost  recesses  of 
my  habitation — ^the  very  penetraHa, — even 
in  bed  with  my  wife,  your  eagerness  would 
have  surmounted  bolts,  bars,  decency,  and 
every  thing.  The  den  of  Cacus  or  sanctum 
sanctorum  could  not  have  hid  me  from  you. 
But  come  along,  the  gentleman  of  whom  I 
spoke  is  in  the  house,  I  will  present  you  to 
hun  forthwiUi."  When  I  entered  the  room, 
I  oerceived  four  or  five  people  smoking,  one 
or  whom  the  schoolmaster  accosted  thus : — 
''Mr  Lavement,  here's  the  young  man  of 
whom  I  spoke  to  you."  The  apothecary, 
who  was  a  little  old  withered  man,  with  a 
forehead  about  an  inch  hish,  a  nose  turned 
up  at  the  end,  lanre  cheek  bones,  that 
helped  to  form  a  pit  ror  his  little  grey  eyes, 
a  great  ba^  of  loose  skin  hanginff  down  on 
each  side  m  wrinkles  like  the  alforjas  of  a 
baboon,  and  a  mouth  so  accustomed  to  that 
contraction  which  produces  grinning,  that 
he  could  not  pronounce  a  syllable  without 
discovering  the  remains  of  his  teeth,  which 
consisted  of  four  yellow  ftngs,  not  impro- 
perly by  anatomists  called  canine.  This 
pjerson  (I  say)  after  having  eyed  me  some 
time,  said, — "Oho,  'tis  very  well,  Mons. 
Concordance ; — ^young  man,  you  are  ver 
welcome,  take  one  coup  of  bierre — and  come 
to  mine  house  to-morrow  momijig :  Mons. 
Concordance  vil  show  you  de  way."  Upon 
this  I  made  my  bow,  and  as  I  went  out  of 
the  room,  could  hear  him  say,  mayfoy !  c'est 
un  beau  garam,  c'est  gaUiard.  As  I  had, 
by  my  own  application,  while  I  served  Crab, 
acquired  the  French  tongue  well  enough  to 
read  authors  written  in  that  language,  and 
understand  any  thing  that  occurred  in  con- 
versation, I  determined  to  pretend  ignonmce 
to  my  new  master,  that  ho  and  his  fiimily. 


whom  I  supposed  to  be  of  die  same  countrv, 
not  being  on  the  reserve  before  me,  migni 
possibly  discover  something  in  discourse, 
which  would  either  yield  me  amusement  or 
advantage.  Next  morning  Mr  Concordance 
carried  me  to  the  apothecary's  house,  where 
the  bargain  was  made,  and  orders  given  to 
provide  an  apartment  for  me  immediately. 
But,  before  I 'entered  upon  business,  the 
schoolmaster  recommended  me  to  his  tailor, 
who  ^ve  me  credit  for  a  suit  of  clothM,  to 
be  paid  out  of  the  first  moiety  of  my  wages, 
and  they  were  begun  upon  that  very  day ;  he 
afterwards  accommodated  me  with  anewhat» 
on  the  same  terms ;  so  that,  in  a  few  days,  I 
hoped  to  make  a  very  fiishionable  appear- 
ance. In  the  mean  time  Strap  conveyed  my 
baggage  to  the  place  allotted  for  me,  which 
was  a  back-room  up  two  pairs  of  stairs,  fiir- 
nished  with  a  pallet  for  me  to  lie  upon,  a 
chair  without  a  back,  an  earthen  chamber- 
pot without  a  handle,  a  bottle  by  way  of 
candlestick,  and  a  triangular  piece  of  glass 
instead  of  a  mirror,  the  rest  or  its  ornaments 
having  been  lately  removed  to  one  of  the 
garrets,  for  the  convenience  of  the  servant 
of  an  Irish  captain,  who  lodged  in  the  fint 
floor. 


CHAPTER  XIX. 

The  charmter  of  Mr  Lavement-^his  wife 
and  datlgfUer — same  anecdotes  of  the 
famUy^-^he  mother  and  daughter  rivals 
— I  am  guilty  of  a  mistake  that  gives  me 
present  satisfaction,  but  is  attended  with 
troul>lesome  consequences. 

Next  day,  while  I  was  at  work  in  the  shop, 
a  bouncing  damsel,  well  dressed,  came  in,  on 
pretence  of  finding  a  phial  for  some  use  or 
other;  and  taking  an  opportunity,  when  she 
thought  I  did  not  mind  her,  of  observing  me 
narrowly,  went  away  with  a  silent  look  of 
disdain.  I  easily  guessed  her  sentiments,  and 
my  pride  took  the  resolution  of  entertaining 
the  same  indifierence  and  neglect  towaids 
her.  At  dinner  the  maids,  with  whom  I 
dined  in  the  kitchen,  gave  me  to  understand 
that  this  was  my  master's  only  daughter,  who 
would  have  a  very  handsome  fortune,  on  ac- 
count of  which,  and  her  beauty,  a  great  many 
young  gentlemen  made  their  aiddresses  to  hen 
that  she  had  been  twice  on  the  brink  of  mar- 
riage, but  disappointed  by  the  stinginess  of 
her  fiither,  who  refiised  to  part  with  a  shilling 
to  promote  the  match ;  for  which  reason  the 
young  lady  did  not  behave  to  her  fiither  with 
all  the  filial  veneration  that  might  be  expect- 
ed; in  particular,  she  harboured  the  most 
perfect  hatred  for  his  countrymen,  in  which 
disposition  she  resembled  her  mother,  who 
was  an  Englishwoman;  and,  by  the  hints 
they  dropped,  I  learned'  the  grey  mare  was 
the  better  horse ;  that  she  was  a  matron  of  & 
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highspiritt  which  wu  often  manifested  at 
the  expense  of  her  dependents:  that  she 
loved  mvendons,  and  looked  upon  Miss  as 
her  rival  in  all  parties;  which  indeed  was  the 
trae  cause  of  her  disappointments^  for,  had 
the  mother  been  hearty  in  her  interests,  the 
ftiUier  would  not  have  ventured  to  refuse  her 
demands.  Over  and  ahove  this  intelligence, 
I  of  myself  soon  made  more  discoveries. 
Mr  Lavement's  significant  grins  at  his  wife, 
while  she  looked  another  way,  convinced  me 
that  he  was  not  at  all  content  with  his  lot ; 
and  his  behaviour  in  presence  of  the  captain 
made  me  believe  his  chief  torment  was  jea* 
loasy.  As  for  my  own  part,  I  was  considered 
in  no  other  light  than  that  of  a  menial  ser- 
vant, and  had  been  already  six  days  in  the 
house  without  being  honoured  with  one  word 
from  either  mother  or  daujrhter,  the  latter  (as 
I  understood  from  the  maids)  having  at  table 
one  day  expressed  some  surprise  that  her 
papa  should  entertain  such  an  awkward  mean- 
looking  journeyman.  I  was  nettled  at  this 
piece  of  information,  and  next  Sunday  (it 
being  my  turn  to  take  my  diversion)  dressed 
myself  in  my  new  clothes,  to  the  ereatest  ad- 
vanta^!  and,  vanity  apart,  made  no  con- 
temptible figure.  After  havixig  spent  most 
part  of  the  day  in  company  with  Strap,  and 
some  of  his  acquaintance,  I  came  home  in 
the  afternoon,  and  was  let  in  by  Miss,  who, 
not  knowing  me,  dropped  a  low  curtsey  as 
I  advanced,  which  I  returned  with  a  profound 
bow,  and  shut  the  door.  By  the  time  I  had 
tamed  about,  she  had  perceived  her  mistake, 
and  changed  colour,  but  did  not  withdraw. 
The  passage  being  narrow,  I  could  not  get 
away  without  josUing  her;  so  I  was  forced 
to  remain  where  I  was,  with  mv  e^es  fixed 
on  the  ground,  and  my  fiice  giowmg  with 
blushes.  At  length  her  vanity  coming  to  her 
assistance,  she  went  away  tittering,  and  I 
could  hear  her  pronounce  the  word  "  crea- 
ture!" From  this  day  forward  she  came 
into  the  shop  fifty  times  every  day,  upon 
various  pretences,  and  put  in  practice  so 
many  ridiculous  aiife,  that  I  could  easilv  per- 
ceive her  opinion  of  me  was  changed,  and 
that  she  did  not  think  me  altogether  an  un- 
worthy conquest.  But  my  heart  was  so 
stteled  against  her  charms  ov  pride  and  re- 
sentment, which  were  two  chief  ingredients 
in  mv  disposition,  that  I  remained  insensible 
to  all  her  arts :  and,  notwithstanding  some 
advances  she  made,  could  not  be  prevailed 
upon  to  3rield  her  the  least  attention.  This 
neglect  soon  banished  sll  the  ftivourable  im- 
pressions she  felt  for  me,  and  the  rage  of  a 
slighted  woman  took  place  in  her  heart;  this 
she  manifested  not  only  in  all  the  suggestions 
her  malice  could  invent  to  m;^  prejudice  with 
her  father,  bat  also  in  procuring  for  me  such 
serrile  employments  as  she  hoped  would  suffi- 
ciently humble  my  spirit.  One  day  in  particu- 
lar, slie  ordered  roe  to  brush  ray  master's  coat, 
but  I  refusing*  a  smart  dialogue  ensued,  which 


ended  in  her  bursting  into  tears  of  rag|e;  when 
her  mother  interposing,  and  examining  into 
the  merits  of  the  cause,  determined  it  m  my 
favour:  and  this  good  office  I  owed  not  to 
any  esteem  or  consideration  she  had  for  me, 
but  solely  to  the  desire  of  mortifying  her 
daughter,  who  on  this  occasion  observed, 
that  let  people  be  never  so  much  in  the  right, 
there  were  some  folks  who  wotdd  never  do 
them  justice ;  but  to  be  sure  thev  had  their 
reasons  for  it,  which  some  people  were  not 
ignorant  of,  although  they  despised  their  lit- 
tle arts.  This  insmuation  of  some  people 
and  9ome  folke  put  me  upon  observinff  the 
behaviour  of  my  mistress  more  narrownr  for 
the  future;  and  it  was  not  lonff  before  I  had 
reason  to  believe  that  she  looked  upon  her 
daughter  as  a  rival  in  the  affections  of  Cap- 
tain O'Donnell,  who  lodged  in  the  house,  in 
the  mean  time  my  industry  and  knowledge 
gained  me  the  good  will  of  my  master,  who 
would  often  say,  in  French,  "  Mardi !  e*est 
un  ban  garcon.**  He  had  a  great  deal  of 
business;  but  as  he  was  mostly  employed 
among  his  fellow  refugees,  his  profits  were 
small.  However,  his  expense  for  medicines 
was  not  great,  for  he  was  the  most  expert 
man  at  a  succedaneum  of  any  apothecary  in 
London;  so  that  I  have  been  sometimes 
amazed  to  see  him,  without  the  least  hesita- 
tion, make  up  a  physician's  prescription, 
though  he  had  not  in  his  shop  one  medicine 
mentioned  in  it.  Oyster  shells  he  could  in- 
vent into  crab's  eyes ;  common  oil  into  oil  of 
sweet  almonds;  syrup  of  sugar  into  balsamic 
syrup ;  Thames  water  into  aqua  cinnamoni ; 
turpentine  into  capivi ;  and  a  hundred  more 
costly  preparations  were  produced  in  an  in- 
stant, from  the  cheapest  and  coarsest  drugs  of 
the  materia  tnedica;  and  when  anv  common 
thing  was  ordered  for  a  patient,  he  always 
took  care  to  disguise  it  in  colour  or  taste,  or 
both,  in  such  a  manner,  as  that  it  could  not 
possibly  be  known.  For  which  purpose 
cochineal  and  oil  of  cloves  were  of  great 
service.  Among  many  nostrums  which  he 
possessed,  there  was  one  foe  the  venereal 
disease,  Uiat  brought  him  a  good  deal  of 
money;  and  this  he  concealed  so  artfully 
from  me,  that  I  could  never  learn  its  compo- 
sition ;  but  during  the  eight  months  I  staid  in 
his  service,  he  was  so  unfortunate  in  the  use 
of  it,  that  three  parts  in  four  of  those  who 
took  it  were  fain  to  confirm  the  cure  bv  a 
salivation  under  the  direction  of  another  doc- 
tor. This  bad  success,  in  all  appearance,  at- 
tached  him  the  more  to  his  specific;  and  be- 
fore I  left  him,  I  may  venture  to  sajr  he 
would  have  sooner  renounced  the  Tnnity 
(notwithstanding  his  being  a  good  hufinonot) 
than  his  confidence  in  the  never-feiling 
power  of  this  remedy. 

Mr  Lavement  had  attempted  more  than 
once  to  introduce  a  vegetable  diet  into  his 
feinily,  by  launching  out  into  the  praise  of 
roots  and  greens,  and  decrying  the  use  of 
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flesh,  both  as  a  physician  and  philosopher ; 
but  all  his  rhetoric  could  not  make  one  prose- 
Ijrte  to  his  opinion,  and  even  the  wife  of  his 
l!osom  declared  against  the  proposal.     Whe- 
ther it  was  owin^  to  the  little  regard  she 
paid  to  her  husband's  admonition  in  this  par- 
ticular, or  to  the  natural  warmth  of  her  con- 
stitution, I  know  not,  but  this  lady's  passion 
became  every  day  more  and  more  violent, 
till  at  last  she  looked  upon  decency  as  an 
unnecessary  restraint;   and  one  afternoon, 
when  her  husband  was  abroad,   and    her 
daughter  gone  to  visit,  ordered  me  to  call  a 
hackney-coach,  in  which  she  and  the  captain 
drove  towards  Covent  Garden.    Miss  came 
home  in  the  evening,  and,  supping  at  her 
usual  hour,   went  to  bed.      About  eleven 
o'clock  my  master  entered,  and  asked  if  his 
wife  was  gone  to  sleep :  upon  which  I  told 
him,  my  mistress  went  out  in  the  afternoon, 
and  was  not  yet  returned.    This  was  like  a 
clap  of  thunder  to  the  poor  apothecary,  who, 
starting  back,  cried,  '*  Mort  de  ma  vie!  vat 
you  teU  a  me  ?  my  vife  not  at  home !"    At 
that  instant  a  patient's  servant  arrived  with 
a  prescription  for  a  draught,  which  my  mas- 
ter taking,  went  into  the  shop  to  make  it  up 
with  his  own  hand.    While  he  rubbed  the 
ingredients  in  a  glass  mortar,  he  inquired  of 
me  whether  or  not  his  wife  went  out  alone  ; 
and  no  sooner  heard  that  she  was  in  company 
with  the  captain,  than,  with  one  blow,  he 
split  the  mortar  into  a  thousand  pieces,  and, 
grinning  like  the  head  of  a  bass  viol,  exclaim- 
ed, "an  traitresse!"     It  would  have  been 
impossible  for  me  to  have  preserved  my  gra- 
vity a  minute  longer,  when  I  was  happily 
relieved  by  a  rap  at  the  door,  which  I  open- 
ed, and  perceived  my  mistress  coming  out 
of  the  coach ;  she  flounced  immediately  into 
the  shop,  and  addressed  her  husband  thus — 
"  I  suppose  you  thought  I  was  lost,  my  dear 
^^aptain  O'Donnell  has  been  so  good  as  to 
treat  me  with  a  play."    "  Play— play,"  cried 
he,  **  oho !  yes,  by  gar,  I  believe  ver  prettie 
ploy."    **  Bless  me !"  said  she,  "  what  is  the 
matter]"    "Vat  de  matter!"  cried  he,  for- 
getting all  his  former  complaisance,  "  by  gar, 
you  be  one  damn  dog's  vife— ventre  bleu !  me 
vill  show  you  vat  it  is  to  put  one  horn  upon 
mine  head.    Pardieu!  le  Captaine  O'Don- 

nell  be  one" ^Here  the  captain,  who  had 

been  all  the  while  at  the  door  dischar^ng 
the  coach,  entered,  and  said,  with  a  terrible 
voice,  "  D— mme !  what  am  I  ?"  Mr  Lave- 
ment, chan^ng  his  tone,  immediately  sa- 
luted him  with,  "  Oh  seroiteurt  monsieur  le 
captainCj  voue  etes  un  gaUant  homme — ma 
femme  est  fort  obligee."  Then  turning 
about  towards  me,  pronounced  with  a  low 
voice,  "et  diablemeni  obligeante,  sans 
Scute,"  "  Harkee,  Mr  Lavement,"  said  the 
captain,  "  I  am  a  man  of  honour,  and  I  be- 
lieve you  are  too  much  of  a  gentleman  to  be 
offended  at  the  civility  I  show  your  wife." 
This  declaration  had  such  an  effect  on  the 


apothecary,  that  he  resumed  all  the  politesse 
of  a  Frenchman ;  and,  with  the  utmost  pros- 
tration  of  compliment,  assured  the  captain 
that  he  was  perfectly  well  satisfied  with  the 
honour  he  had  done  nis  wife.    Matters  being 
thus  composed,  every  body  went  to  rest. 
Next  day  I  perceived,  through  a  glass  door 
that  opened  from  the  shop  into  the  parlour, 
the  captain  talking  earnestly  to  miss,  who 
heard  him  with  a  look  that  expressed  anger 
mingled  with  scorn ;  which,  however,  he  at  "* 
last  found  means  to  mollify,  and  sealed  his 
reconciliation  with  a  kiss.    This  circum- 
stance soon  convinced  me  of  the  occasion 
of  the  quarrel ;  but,  notwithstanding  all  my 
vigilance,  I  could  never  discover  any  other 
commerce  between  them.     In  the   mean 
while,  I  had  reason  to  believe  I  had  inspired 
one  of  the  maids  with  tender  sentiments  for 
me ;  and  one  ni^ht,  when  I  thou^t  every 
other  person  in  Uie  house  asleep,  I  took  the 
opportunity  of  going  to  reap  the  fruits  of  my 
conquest,  her  bedfeUow  having  the  day  be* 
fore  gone  to  Richmond  to  visit  her  parents. 
Accordingly  I  got  up,  and  (naked  aa  I  was) 
explored  my  way  in  the  dark  to  the  garret 
where  she  lay.    I  was  ravished  to  find  the 
door  open,  and  moved  softly  to  her  bedside, 
transported  with  the  hope  of  completing  my 
wishes.     But  what  horrors  of  jealousy  and 
disappointment  did  I  feel,  when  I  found  her 
asleep  fast  locked  in  the  arms  of  a  man, 
whom  I  easily  guessed  to  be  no  other  than 
the  captain's  servant !  I  was  upon  the  point 
of  doing  some  rash  thin|f,  when  the  noise  of 
a  rat  scratching  behina  the  wainscoat  put 
me  to  flight,  and  I  was  fiiin  to  get  back  to  my 
own  bed  in  safety.     Whether  this  alarm  had 
disordered  my  mind,  or  that  I  was  led  astray 
by  the  power  of  destiny,  I  know  not ;  but, 
instead  of  turning  to  the  left  hand  when  I 
descended  to  the  second  story,  I  pursued  the 
contrary  course,  and  mistook  the    young 
lady's  bedchamber  for  my  own.    I  did  not 
perceive  my  mistake  before  I  had  ran  a^inst 
the  bed-posts,  and  then  it  was  not  in  my 
power  to  retreat  undiscovered;  for  the  nymph 
being  awake,  felt  my  approach,  and,  with  a 
soft  voice,  bade  me  make  less  noise,  lest  the 
Scotch  booby  in  the  next  room  should  over- 
hear us.    This  hint  was  sufficient  to  inform 
me  of  the  nature  of  the  assignation :  and  as 
my  passions,  at  anyutime  hiffh,  were  then  in 
a  state  of  exaltation,  I  resolved  to  profit  by 
my  good  fortune.    Without  any  more  cere^ 
mony,  therefore,  I  made  bold  to  slip  into  bed 
to  this  charmer,  who  gave  me  as  fevourable 
a  reception  as  I  could  desire.    Our  conver- 
sation was  very  sparing  on  my  part ;  but  she 
upbraided  the  person  whom  I  represented 
with  his  iealousy  of  me,  whom  she  handled 
so  roughly,  that  my  resentment  had  well 
nigh  occasioned  a  discovery  more  than  once : 
but  I  was  consoled  for  her  hatred  of  me  by 
the  revenge  I  enjoyed  in  understanding  from 
her  own  mouth,  that  it  was  now  high  time 
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to  salve  her  reputation  by  matrimony,  for  she 
had  reason  t-o  fear  she  could  not  much  longer 
conceal  the  effects  of  their  mutual  intercourse. 
While  I  was  meditating  an  answer  to  this 
proposal,  I  heard  a  noise  in  my  room,  like 
something  heavy  falling  down  upon  the  floor; 
upon  which  I  started  up,  and  creeping  to 
the  door  of  my  chamber,  observed,  by  moon- 
light, a  man  groping  his  way  out ;  so  I  re- 
tired to  one  side  to  let  him  pass,  and  saw 
•  Um  go  down  stairs  as  expeditiously  as  he 
could.  It  was  an  easy  matter  to  divine  that 
this  was  the  captain,  who,  having  overslept 
himself,  had  got  up  at  last  to  keep  his  assig- 
nation; imd  finding  my  door  open,  had  entered 
my  apartment  instead  of  that  of  his  mistress, 
where  I  supplied  his  place.  But  finding  his 
mistake,  by  falling  over  my  chair,  he  was 
afraid  the  noise  mi£rht  alarm  the  family,  and 
for  that  reason  made  off,  delaying  the  grati- 
fication of  his  desires  till  another  opportu- 
nity. By  this  time  I  was  satisfied ;  and, 
instead  of  returning  to  the  place  from  whence 
I  came,  retreated  to  my  own  castle,  which  I 
fortified  by  bolting  the  door,  and,  in  tlie  con- 
flratulation  of  my  own  happiness,  fell  asleep. 
But  the  truth  of  this  adventure  could  not 
be  long  concealed  from  my  young  mistress, 
who  next  day  came  to  an  explanation  with 
the  captain,  upon  his  lamenting  his  last 
night's  disappointment,  and  beting  pardon 
for  the  noise  he  had  made.  Their  mutual 
chagrin,  when  they  came  to  the  knowledge 
of  what  had  happened,  may  be  easily  conjec- 
tured, thott^  each  had  a  peculiar  grief  unfelt 
by  the  other ;  for  she  was  conscious  of  not 
only  having  betrayed  to  me  the  secrets  of 
her  cogimerce  with  him^but  also  of  having 
incensed  me  by  the  freedoms  she  had  taken 
with  my  name,  beyond  a  hope  of  reconcilia. 
tion.  On  the  other  hand,  his  jealousy  sug- 
gested that  her  sorrow  was  all  artifice,  and 
that  I  had  supplied  his  place  with  her  own 
privity  and  consent.  That  such  was  the 
situation  of  their  thoughts  will  appear  in  the 
sequel ;  for  that  very  day  she  came  into  the 
shop,  where  I  was  alone,  and  fixing  her  eyes, 
swimming  in  tears,  upon  me,  sighed  most 
piteously :  but  I  was  proof  against  her  dis- 
tress, by  recollecting  the  epithets  with  which 
she  had  honoured  me  the  night  before ;  and 
believing  that  the  good  reception  I  enjoyed 
was  destined  for  another,  I  therefore  took 
no  notice  of  her  affliction,  and  she  had  the 
mortification  to  find  her  disdain  returned 
fourfold.  However,  from  thence  forward 
she  thought  proper  to  use  me  with  more  com- 
plaisMMse  than  usual,  knowing  that  it  was  in 
my  power  at  any  time  to  publish  her  shame. 
By  these  means  my  life  became  much  more 
agreeable  (though  I  never  could  prevail  upon 
myself  to  repeat  my  nocturnal  visit),  and, 
88  I  every  day  improved  in  my  knowledge 
of  the  town,  I  shook  off  my  awkward  air  by 
degrees,  and  acquired  the  character  of  a  po- 
lite joomeyman  apothecaiy. 


CHAPTER  XX. 

I  am  assaulted  and  dangerously  waundedn^ 
suspect  O^DonneUt  and  am  confirmed  in 
my  opinion — concert  a  scheme  of  revenge, 
and  put  it  in  execution — 0*DonneU  robs 
his  own  servant,  and  disappears — I  make 
my  addresses  to  a  lady,  and  am  miracU' 
lously  delivered  from  Iter  snare. 

One  night  about  twelve  o'clock,  as  I  return- 
ed from  visiting  a  patient  at  Chelsea,  I 
received  a  blow  on  my  head  from  an  unseen 
hand,  that  stretched  me  senseless  on  the 
ground,  and  was  left  for  dead  with  three 
sta^  of  a  sword  in  my  body.  The  groans  I 
uttered,  when  I  recovered  the  use  of  my  rea- 
son, alarmed  the  people  of  a  solitary  alehouse 
that  stood  near  the  spot  where  I  lay,  and 
they  were  humane  enough  to  take  me  m,  and 
send  for  a  surgeon,  who  dressed  my  wounds, 
and  assured  me  they  were  not  mortal.  One 
of  them  penetrated  thoufifh  the  skin  and  mus- 
cles of  one  side  of  my  belly  in  such  a  manner, 
that  doubtless  the  assassin  imagined  he  had 
run  me  through  the  entails.  The  second 
slanted  along  one  of  my  ribs;  and  the  last, 
which  was  intended  for  the  finishing  stroke, 
having  been  directed  to  my  heart,  the  sword 
snapped  upon  my  breast-bone,  and  the  point 
remained  sticking  in  the  skin.  When  I  re- 
flected upon  this  event,  I  could  not  persuade 
myself  that  I  had  been  assaulted  by  a  common 
footpad;  because  it  is  not  usual  for  such 
people  to  murder  those  they  rob,  especially 
when  they  meet  with  no  resistance;  and  I 
found  my  money  and  every  thing  else  about 
me  (but  my  carcass)  safe.  I  concluded, 
therefore,  that  I  must  either  have  been  mis- 
taken for  another,  or  obliged  to  the  private 
resentment  of  some  secret  enemy  for  what 
had  happened ;  and  as  I  could  remember  no- 
body who  had  the  least  cause  of  complaint 
agamst  me,  except  Captain  O'Donnell  and 
my  master's  daughter,  my  suspicion  settled 
on  them,  though  I  took  care  to  conceal  it, 
that  I  mi^ht  the  sooner  arrive  at  confirmation. 
With  this  view  I  went  home  in  a  chair  about 
ten  o'clock  in  the  morninfi^;  and  as  the  chair- 
man  supported  me  into  the  house,  met  the 
captain  in  the  passage,  who  no  sooner  saw 
me,  than  he  started  back,  and  gave  evident 
signs  of  guilty  confusion,  whicQ  he  would 
have  accounted  for  from  tJie  surprise  occa- 
sioned bv  seeing  me  in  such  a  condition.  My 
master,  having  heard  my  story,  condoled  me 
with  a  good  deal  of  sympathy ;  and  when  he 
understood  my  wounds  were  not  dangerous, 
ordered  me  to  be  carried  up  stairs  to  bed ; 
though  not  without  some  opposition  from  his 
wife,  who  was  of  opinion  it  would  be  better 
for  me  to  go  to  an  hospital,  where  I  should 
be  more  carefully  attended.  My  meditation 
was  employed  in  concerting  with  myself 
some    method  of  revenge  sgainst   Squixe 
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O'Donnell  and  his  inamorata,  whom  I  looked  I 
upon  Bfl  the  authors  of  my  misfortune,  when 
miss  (who  was  not  at  home  at  my  arrival) 
entered  my  chamber,  and,  saying  she  was 
sorry  for  the  accident  that  had  befallen  me, 
asked  if  I  suspected  any  body  to  be  the  as- 
sassin; upon  which  I  nxed  my  eyes  stead- 
fiuBtly  upon  her,  and  answered,  "  Ves."  She 
discovered  no  symptom  of  connision;  but 
replied  hastily,  **  If  that  be  the  case,  why 
don't  you  take  out  a  warrant  to  have  him 
apprehended!  It  will  cost  but  a  trifle;  if 
you  have  no  money  1*11  lend  you."  This 
frankness  not  only  cured  me  of  my  suspicion 
with  respect  to  her,  but  even  staggered  my 
belief  with  regard  to  the  captain,  of  whose 

fiilt  I  resolved  to  have  further  proof,  b^re 
should  enterprize  any  thing  in  the  way  of 
jevenge.  I  thanked  her  kindly  for  her  gen- 
erous  offer,  which,  however,  I  had  no  occa- 
sion to  accept,  being  determined  to  do  nothing 
rashly ;  for  though  I  could  plainly  perceive 
the  person  who  attacked  me  to  be  a  soldier, 
whose  face  I  thought  was  familiar  to  me,  I 
could  not  swear  wiUi  a  safe  conscience  to  any 
particular  man;  and,  granting  I  could,  mv 
prosecution  of  him  would  not  much  avail. 
This  uncertainty  I  pretended,  lest  the  cap- 
tain, hearing  from  her  that  I  knew  the  per- 
son who  wounded  me,  might  think  proper  to 
withdraw  before  I  could  be  in  a  condition  to 
requite  him.  In  two  days  I  was  up,  and  able 
to  do  a  little  business ;  so  that  Mr  Lavement 
made  shift  to  carry  on  his  practice,  without 
hiring  another  journeyman  in  my  room. 
The  first  thing  I  attempted  towards  a  certain 
discovery  of  my  secret  enemy,  was  to  get 
into  O'Donnell's  apartment  while  he  was 
abroad  in  an  undress,  and  examine  his  sword, 
the  point  of  which  bein^  broke  off,  I  applied 
the  firagment  that  was  found  sticking  in  my 
body,  and  found  it  answered  the  fractured 
part  exactly .  There  was  no  room  left  for  doubt; 
and  all  that  remained  was  to  fix  upon  a 
scheme  of  revenge,  which  almost  solely  en- 
grossed my  thoughts  during  the  space  of 
eight  nights  and  days.  Sometimes  I  was 
tempted  to  fall  upon  him  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  he  had  practised  upon  me,  and  kill  him 
outright.  But  this  assault  my  honour  oppos- 
ed as  a  piece  of  barbarous  cowfirdice,  in  which 
he  was  uot  to  be  imitated.  At  other  times  I 
entertained  thoughts  of  demanding  satisfac- 
tion in  an  honourable  way;  but  was  diverted 
from  this  undertaking  by  considering  the 
uncertainty  of  the  event,  and  the  nature  of 
the  injuiy  he  had  done  me,  which  did  not 
entitle  him  to  such  easy  terms.  At  last  I 
determined  to  pursue  a  middle  course;  and 
actually  put  my  design  in  execution  after  this 
manner.  Having  secured  the  assistance  of 
Strap  and  two  of^his  acquaintance  whom  he 
could  depend  upon,  we  provided  ourselves 
with  disguises,  and  I  caused  the  following 
letter  to  be  delivered  to  him  by  one  of  our 
associates,  in  lively,  on«  Sunday  evening. 


**  Sir, — ^If  I  may  be  allowed  to  judge  from 
appearance,  it  will  not  be  disagreeable  to  you 
to  hear  that  my  husband  is  gone  to  Baflshot 
to  visit  a  patient,  and  will  not  return  tiB  to* 
morrow  night ;  so  that  if  you  have  any  thing 
to  propose  to  me  (as  vour  behaviour  on  manv 
occasions  has  seemed  to  insinuate),  you  wiU 
do  well  to  embrace  the  present  opportunity  of 
seeing  **  Yours,  &c. 

This  letter  was  signed  with  the  name  of 
an  apothecary's  wife  who  lived  in  Chelsea,  of; 
whom  I  had  heard  O'Donnell  was  an  admirer. 
Eveiy  thing  succeeded  to  our  wish.  The 
amorous  hero  hastened  towards  the  place  of 
assignation,  and  was  encountered  by  us  in 
the  very  place  where  he  had  assaulted  me» 
We  rushed  upon  him  all  at  once,  secured  his* 
sword,  stripped  off  his  clothes  even  to  the 
skin,  which  we  scourged  with  nettles  till  he 
was  blistered  from  head  to  foot,  notwithstand- 
ing all  the  eloquence  of  his  tears  and  suppli- 
cations. When  I  was  satisfied  with  the  stripes 
I  had  bestowed,  we  carried  off  his  clothes, 
which  we  hid  in  a  hedge  near  the  place,  and 
left  him  stark  naked  to  find  his  way  home  in 
the  best  manner  he  could,  while  I  took  care 
to  be  there  before  him.  I  afterwards  under- 
stood, that  in  his  way  to  the  lodgings  of  a 
fiiend  who  lived  in  the  skirts  of  the  town,  he 
was  picked  up  by  the  watch,  who  carried  him 
to  the  round-houpe,  from  whence  he  sent  for 
clothes  to  his  lodgings;  and  next  morning 
arrived  at  the  door. in  a  chair,  wrapped  up 
in  a  blanket  he  had  borrowed :  for  hia  body 
was  so  sore  and  swelled,  that  he  could  not 
bear  to  be  confined  in  his  wearing  apparel. 
He  was  treated  with  the  utmost  tenderaess 
b}r  my  mistress  and  her  daughter,  wtio  vied 
with  each  other  in  their  care  and  attendance 
of  him :  but  Lavement  himself  could  notfor« 
bear  expressing  his  joy,  by  several  malicious 
grins,  while  he  ordered  me  to  prepare  an  un- 
guent for  his  sores.  As  to  myself,  nobody 
can  doubt  my  gratification  when  I  had  every 
day  an  opportunity  of  seeing  my  revenge 
protracted  on  the  body  of  my  adversary,  by 
the  ulcers  of  which  I  had  been  the  cause:  and 
indeed  1  not  only  enjoyed  the  satisfaction  of 
having  flayed  him  alive,  but  another  also 
which  I  had  not  foreseen.  The  story  of  his 
being  attacked  and  stripped  in  such  a  place 
having  been  inserted  in  the  news,  gave  infor- 
mation to  those  who  found  his  clothes  next 
day  whither  to  bring  them ;  and  accordingly 
he  retrieved  every  thing  he  had  lost,  except 
a  few  letters,  among  which  was  that  which  I 
had  written  to  him  in  the  name  of  the  apothe- 
cary's wife.  This  and  the  others,  which,  it 
seems,  were  all  on  the  subject  of  love  (for 
this  Hibernian  hero  was  one  of  those  people 
who  are  called  fortune-hunters),  fell  into  the 
hands  of  a  certain  female  autlior,  famous  for 
the  scandal  she  has  published,  who,  after 
having  embellished  them  with  some  orna- 
ments of  her  own  invention,  gave  them  to 
the  town  in  print.    I  was  very  much  shock- 
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ed  on  reflecting  that  I  might  possibly  be  the 
occasion  of  a  whole  family's  unhappiiiess,  on 
account  of  the  letter  I  had  written ;  but  was 
eased  of  that  apprehension,  when  I  under- 
stood that  the  Chelsea  apothecary  had  com- 
menced a  law -suit  against  the  printer  for  de- 
famation ;  and  looked  upon  the  whole  as  a 
piece  of  forgery  committed  by  the  author, 
who  had  disappeared.  But  whatever  mi^ht 
be  his  opinion  of  the  matter,  our  two  ladies 
seemed  to  entertain  a  different  idea  of  it ;  for, 
as  soon  as  the  psmphlet  appeared,  I  could 
perceive  their  care  of  their  patient  consider- 
ably diminish,  until  at  last  it  ended  in  total 
neglect.  It  was  impossible  for  him  to  be  ig- 
norant of  this  changQ  any  more  that  of  the 
occasion  of  it ;  but  as  he  was  conscious  to 
himself  of"  having  deserved  worse  than  con- 
tempt at  their  hands,  he  was  glad  to  come 
off  so  cheaply,  and  contented  himself  with 
muttering  curses  and  threats  against  the  apo- 
thecary,  who,  as  he  imagined,  having  fi^ot  an 
inkling  of  the  appointment  with  his  wite,  had 
taken  revenge  of  him  in  the  manner  described. 
By  the  time  he  got  a  new  scarf-skin,  his 
character  was  become  so  notorious,  that  he 
thought  it  high  time  fur  him  to  decamp  ; 
and  his  retreat  he  performed  in  one  nisfht, 
without  beat  of  drum,  after  having  robbed  his 
own  servant  of  every  thing  that  belonged  to 
him,  except  the  clothes  he  had  on  his  back. 
A  few  days  afler  he  disappeared,  Mr  Lave- 
ment, for  his  own  security,  took  into  custody 
a  large  old  trunk  which  he  had  lefl;  and,  as 
It  was  very  heavy,  made  no  question  that  the 
contents  were  sufficient  to  indemnify  him  for 
what  O'Donnell  owed  in  lodging.  But  a 
month  bein^  elapsed  without  hearing  any 
tidings  of  this  adventurer,  and  my  master 
being  impatient  to  know  what  the  trunk  con- 
tained, he  ordered  me  to  break  it  open  in  his 
presence,  which  task  I  performed  with  the 
pestle  of  our  ^eat  mortar,  and  discovered,  to 
ids  inexpressible  astonishment  and  mortifi- 
cation, a  heap  of  stones. 

About  this  time,  my  friend  Strap  informed 
me  of  an  offer  he  had  to  go  abroad  with  a 
gentleman,  in  quality  of  valet-de-chambre, 
and,  at  the  same  time  assured  me,  that  what- 
ever advantage  he  might  propose  to  himself 
fit>ra  this  prospect,  he  could  not  bear  the 
thoughts  of  parting  from  me,  so  much  was 
he  attached  to  my  fortune.  In  spite  of  all 
the  obligations  I  owed  to  this  poor  honest  fel- 
low, ingratitude  is  so  natural  to  the  heart  of 
man,  that  I  began  to  be  tired  of  his  acquaint- 
ance ;  and  now  that  I  had  contracted  other 
friendships  which  appeared  more  creditable, 
was  even  ashamed  to  see  a  journeyman  bar- 
ber inquiring  after  me  with  the  familiarity  of 
a  companion.  I  therefore,  on  pretence  of 
consulting  his  welfare,  insisted  upon  his  ac- 
cepting the  proposal,  which  he  at  last  deter- 
mined to  embrace  with  great  reluctance; 
and,  in  few  days  took  his  leave  of  me,  shed- 
ding a  flood  of  tears  wliich  I  could  not  behold 


without  emotion.  I  now  began  to  look  upon 
myself  as  a  gentleman  in  reality — learned  to 
dance  of  a  Frenchman  whom  I  had  cured  of 
a  fashionable  distemper — ^frequented  plays 
during  the  holidays — ^b^came  the  oracle  of  an 
alehouse,  where  every  dispute  was  referred 
to  my  decision — and  at  length  contracted  an 
acquaintance  with  a  young  lady,  who  found 
means  to  make  a  conquest  of  my  heart,  and 
upon  whom  I  prevailed,  after  much  attendance 
and  solicitation,  to  give  me  a  promise  of 
marriage.  As  this  beautiful  creature  passed 
for  a  rich  heiress,  I  biased  my  good  fortune, 
and  was  actually  on  the  point  of  crowning  all 
my  wishes  by  matrimony,  when  one  morning 
I  went  to  her  lodging,  and  her  maid  being 
abroad,  took  the  privilege  of  a  bridegroom  to 
enter  her  chamber,  where,  to  my  utter  con- 
tusion, I  found  her  in  bed  with  a  man.  Hea^ 
ven  gave  me  patience  and  presence  of  mind 
enough  to  withdraw  immediately;  and  I 
thanked  my  stars  a  thousand  times  for  the 
happy  discovery,  by  which  I  resolved  to  pro- 
lit  so  much  as  to  abandon  all  thoughts  of 
marriage  for  the  future. 


CHAPTER  XXII. 

Squire  Gawky  comes  to  lodge  with  my  mas- 
ter— is  involved  in  a  troublesome  affair 
— out  of  which  he  is  extricated  by  me — 
he  marries  my  master*s  daughter — they 

*  conspire  against  me — /  am  found  guilty 
of  theft-discharged — deserted  by  my 
friends — /  hire  a  room  in  St  Gileses — 
where  by  accident  I  find  the  lady  to  whom 
I  made  my  addresses  in  a  miserable  oan- 
dition — I  relieve  her. 

Whilb  I  enjoyed  myself  at  large  in  this  tem- 
per  of  mind,  Mr  Lavement  let  his  first  floor 
to  my  countryman  and  acquaintance,  Squire 
GawKy,  who,  by  this  time,  had  got  a  lieu- 
tenancy in  the  army,  and  such  a  martial 
ferocity  in  his  appearance,  that  I  was  afraid 
he  would  remember  what  had  happened  be- 
tween us  in  Scotland,  and  atone  for  his 
breach  of  appointment  then,  by  his  punctu- 
ality  now;  but,  whether  he  had  actually  forgot 
me,  or  was  willing  to  make  me  believe  so,  he 
betrayed  not  the  least  symptom  of  recognition 
at  sight  of  me,  and  I  remained  quite  cured 
of  my  apprehension,  though  I  had  occasion, 
not  long  after,  to  be  convinced,  that  howso* 
ever  his  externals  migiit  be  altered,  he  was 
at  bottom  the  same  individual  Gawky  whom 
I  have  already  described ;  for,  coming  home 
late  one  night  from  the  house  of  a  patient,  I 
heard  a  noise  in  the  street,  and,  as  I  ap- 
proached, I  perceived  two  gentlemen  in  cus- 
tody of  three  watchmen.  The  prisoners, 
who  were  miserably  disfigured  with  dirt, 
complained  bitterly  of  the  loss  of  their  hats 
and  wigs ;  and  one  of  them,  whom,  by  his 
tongue>  I  knew  to  be  a  Scotchman,  lamented 
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most  piteously,  offering  a  guinea  for  his 
liberty,  which  the  watchman  refused,  alleging 
that  one  of  his  companioDs  was  wounded 
grievously,  and  that  he  must  stand  to  the 
consequence.  My  prejudice  in  favour  of  my 
native  country  was  so  strong,  that  I  could 
not  bear  to  see  any  body  belonging  to  it  in 
distress,  and  theretbre,  with  one  blow  of  my 
faithful  cudgel,  knocked  down  the  watchman 
who  had  hold  of  the  person  for  whom  I  was 
chiefly  concerned.  He  was  no  sooner  dis- 
engaged, than  he  betook  himself  to  his  heels, 
and  left  me  to  maintain  the  dispute  as  I 
should  think  proper;  and,  indeed,  I  came  off 
but  scurvily;  for,  before  I  could  avail  my- 
self of  my  speed,  I  received  a  blow  on  tfie 
eye  from  one  of  the  other  two,  that  had  well 
nigh  deprived  me  of  the  use  of  that  organ : 
however,  I  made  shift  to  get  home,  where  I 
was  informed  of  Captain  Gawky's  being  rob- 
bed and  abused  by  a  company  of  footpads, 
and  was  ordered  by  my  master  to  prepare  an 
emollient  glyster  and  paregoric  draught,  in 
order  to  allay  and  compose  the  ferment  of 
his  spirits,  occasioned  by  the  barbarous 
treatment  he  had  undergone,  while  he  took 
twelve  ounces  of  blood  mm  him  immediate, 
ly.  When  I  inquired  into  the  particulars  of 
this  adventure,  and  understood,  by  the  ser- 
vant,  that  he  came  in  just  before  me,  without 
hat  and  wig,  1  made  no  scruple  of  believing 
him  to  be  the  person  I  had  released,  and  was 
confirmed  in  my  belief  upon  hearing  his 
voice,  to  which,  before  that  event,  1  had 
been  so  long  a  stranger.  My  eye  being  con- 
siderably swelled  and  inflamed,  I  could  not 
reflect  upon  my  enterprise  without  cursing 
my  own  folly,  and  even  resolving  to  declare 
th9  truth  of  the  whole  story,  in  order  to  be 
revenged  on  the  cowardly  wretch  for  whom 
I  had  suffered :  accordingly,  next  day,  afler 
he  had  told,  in  presence  of  my  master,  his 
wife,  and  daughter,  who  came  to  visit  him, 
a  thousand  lies  concerning  the  prowess  he 
had  shown  in  making  his  escape,  I  ventured 
to  explain  the  mystery,  and,  calling  in  the 
evidence  of  my  contused  eye,  upbraided  him 
with  cowardice  and  ingratitude.  Gawky 
was  so  astonished  at  this  discourse,  that  he 
could  not  answer  one  word :  and  the  rest  of 
the  company  stared  at  one  another,  till  at 
length  my  mistress  reprimanded  me  for  my 
insolent  behaviour,  and  threatened  to  turn 
me  away  for  my  presumption.  Upon  which. 
Gawky  (having  recollected  himself)  observed, 
as  the  young  man  miffht  have  mistaken 
another  person  for  him,  he  could  forgive  his 
insinuations,  more  especially  as  he  seemed 
to  have  suffered  for  his  civihty :  but  advised 
me  to  be  more  certain  in  my  conjectures  for 
the  future,  before  I  ventured  to  publish  them 
to  the  prejudice  of  any  man.  Miss  applaud- 
ed the  captain's  generosity  in  pardoning  one 
who  had  so  villanously  aspersed  him,  and  I 
be^n  to  imagine  her  praise  was  not  at  all 
dismterested.     But   the  apothecary,  who» 


perhaps,  had  more  penetration,  or  less  par- 
tiality than  his  wife  and  daughter,  differed 
from  them  in  his  sentiments  of  the  matter, 
and  expressed  himself  to  me  in  the  shop  in 
this  manner : — "  Ah  mon  pauvre  Rodenque! 
you  ave  more  of  de  veracite  dan  of  de  pru- 
dence—hot  mine  vife  and  dater  be  diable- 
ment  sage,  and  monsieur  le  capitaine  un 
fanfaron,  pardieu!"  This  eulogium  on  his 
wife  and  daughter,  though  spoken  ironically 
by  him,  was  nevertheless  literally  jtist ;  by 
espousing  the  cause  of  Gawky,  the  one 
obliged  a  valuable  lodger,  and  the  other  ac- 
quired a  husband  at  a  juncture  when  one  was 
absolutely  necessary ;  for  the  young  lady, 
findin?  the  effects  of^  her  correspondence 
with  O'Donnell  becoming  plainer  and  plain- 
er every  day,  insinuated  herself  so  artfully 
into  the  affection  of  this  new  lodger,  that  in 
less  than  a  fortnight,  on  pretence  of  going 
to  a  play,  they  drove  away  together  to  the 
Fleet,  where  they  were  coupled;  from  thence 
removed  to  a  bagnio,  where  the  marriage 
was  consummate(^  and  in  the  morning  came 
home,  when  they  asked  her  father's  and 
mother's  blessing.  The  prudent  parents, 
notwithstanding  the  precipitation  with  which 
the  match  was  carried  on,  did  not  think  fit 
to  refuse  their  approbation ;  for  the  apothe- 
cary was  not  ill  pleased  to  find  his  daughter 
married  to  a  young  man  of  a  good  prospect, 
who  had  not  mentioned  to  him  one  syllable 
on  the  article  of  her  dowry ;  and  his  wife 
was  rejoiced  at  being  rid  of  a  rival  in  her. 
gallants,  and  a  spy  upon  her  pleasures.  Nor 
was  1  without  self-enjoyment  at  this  event, 
when  I  reflected  on  the  revenge  I  had  unwit- 
tingly taken  upon  my  enemy,  by  making 
him  a  cuckold  by  anticipation.  But  I  little 
dreamed  what  a  storm  of  mischief  was  brew- 
ing against  mc,  whilst  I  thus  indulged  my- 
self. Whatever  face  Gawky  put  on  the 
matter,  my  discovery  of  the  adventure  before 
related,  and  the  reproaches  I  vented  against 
him,  had  stung  him  to  the  soul,  and  cherished 
the  seeds  of  enmity  so  strongly  in  his  breast, 
that  he  (it  seems)  imparted  his  indignation 
to  his  wife,  who  being  as  desirous  as  him- 
self to  compass  the  ruin  of  one  that  not  only 
slighted  her  caresses,  but  was  able  on  any 
occasion  to  discover  particulars  not  at  all 
advantage6us  to  her  character,  readily  joined' 
in  a  conspiracy  against  me,  which,  nad  it 
taken  effect  as  they  expected,  would  infal* 
libly  have  brought  me  to  an  ignominious 
death. 

My  master  having  several  times  missed 
large  quantities  of  medicines,  of  which  I 
could  give  no  account,  at  last  lost  all  patience, 
and  in  plain  terms  taxed  me  with  having 
embezzled  them  for  my  own  use.  As  I  could 
only  oppose  my  single  asseveration  to  his 
suspicion,  he  told  me  one  day, — **By  gar, 
your  vord  not  be  give  me  de  satisfaction-— 
me  hud  n^cessafre  to  chercher  for  my  medi* 
cine,  pardonnez  moi — ^il  faut  chercher — me 
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demand  le  clef  of  your  coffre  a  cette  heure.'* 
Then  raising  his  voice  to  conceal  the  fright 
he  was  in,  lest  I  should  make  any  opposition, 
he  went  on, — "oui,  foutre,  I  charge  you 
rendez  le  clef  of  your  coffre — moi — ui,  moi 
que  vous  parie."  I  was  tired  with  so  much 
resentment  and  disdain  at  this  accusation, 
that  1  burst  into  tears,  which  he  took  for  a 
dign  of  guilt ;  and  pulling  out  a  key,  told  him 
he  might  satisfy  himself  immediately,  though 
he  would  not  find  it  so  easy  to  satisfy  me 
for  the  injury  my  reputation  had  suffered 
from  his  unjust  suspicion.  He  took  the  key, 
and  mounted  up  to  my  chamber,  attended  by 
the  whole  family ;  saying, — '<  ke  6«en,  nous 
verraru — nous  verroms**'  But  what  was  my 
horror  and  amazement,  when,  on  opening 
my  chest,  he  pulled  out  a  handful  of  the 
veiy  things  that  were  missing,  and  pronoun- 
ced,— **  Ah  ha !  vous  etes  bien  venus — 
mardie  Mons.  Roderique,  you  be  fort  inno- 
cent." I  had  not  power  to  utter  one  word  in 
my  own  vindication,  but  stood  motionless 
and  silent,  while  every  body  present  made 
their  respective  remarks  on  what  appeared 
against  me.  The  servants  said  they  were 
sorry  for  my  misfortune,  and  went  away 
repeating,  "  who  Would  have  thought  it  V* 
My  mistress  took  occasion  from  this  detec- 
tion to  rail  against  the  practice  of  employing 
strangers  in  general ;  and  Mrs  Gawky,  afler 
having  observed  that  she  never  had  a  good 
opinion  of  my  fidelity,  proposed  to  have  me 
carried  before  the  justice,  and  committed  to 
Newgate  immediately.  Her  husband  was 
actudly  upon  the  stairs  in  his  way  for  a 
constable,  when  Mr  Lavement,  knowing  the 
cost  and  trouble  of  a  prosecution,  to  which 
he  must  bind  himself,  and  at  the  same  time 
dreading  lest  some  particulars  of  my  con- 
fession might  affect  his  practice,  called  out, 
— *<  Restez,  mon  fils !  restez,  it  be  veritable- 
ment  one  grajid  crime  which  dis  pauvre 
diable  have  committed — hot  peutetre  de  good 
God  give  him  de  penitence,  and  me  vil  not 
have  upon  mine  head  de  blood  of  one  sinner." 
The  captain  and  his  lady  used  all  the  christ- 
ian arguments  their  zeal  could  suggest,  to 
prevail  on  the  apothecary  to  pureue  me  to 
destruction,  and  represented  the  injustice  he 
did  to  the  community  of  which  he  was  a 
member,  in  letting  a  villain  escape,  who 
would  not  fail  of  doin^  more  mischief  in  the 
world,  when  he  should  reflect  on  his  coming 
off  ft>  easily  now.  But  their  eloquence 
made  no  impression  on  my  master,  who, 
turning  to  me,  said, — '*Go,  miserable,  go 
from  mine  house,  quick,  quick — and  make 
reparation  for  your  mauvaise  actions."  By 
this  time,  my  indignation  had  roused  me 
from  the  stupefaction  in  which  I  had  hitherto 
remained,  and  I  began  in  this  manner. — 
'*  Sir,  appearances,  I  own,  condemn  me ;  but 
you  are  imposed  upon  as  much  as  I  am 
abneed-^I  have  fallen  a  sacrifice  to  the  ran- 
cour of  that  scoundrel,"  pointing  at  Gawky, 
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*<  who  has  found  means  to  convey  your  goods 
hither,  that  the  detection  of  them  mi?ht 
blast  my  reputation,  and  accomplish  my  de- 
struction. His  hatred  of  me  is  owing  to  a 
consciousness  of  his  having  wronged  me  in 
my  own  country ;  for  which  injury,  he,  in  a 
cowardly  manner,  refused  me  the  satisfaction 
of  a  gentleman ;  he  knows,  moreover,  that  I 
am  no  stranger  to  his  dastardly  behaviour  in 
this  town,  which  I  have  recounted  before ; 
and  he  is  unwilling  that  such  a  testimony  of 
his  ingratitude  and  pusillanimity  should  live 
upo'n  the  earth  :  for  this  reason  he  is  guilty 
of  the  most  infernal  malice  to  bring  about 
my  ruin.  And  I  am  afraid,  madam  (turning 
to  Mre  Gawky),  **  you  have  too  easily  entered 
into  the  sentiments  of  your  husband.  I 
have  often  found  you  my  enemy,  and  am 
well  acquainted  with  the  occasion  of  ypur 
being  so,  which  I  don't  at  present  think  pro- 
per to  declare ;  but  I  would  not  advise  you, 
for  your  own  sake,  to  drive  me  to  extremity." 
This  address  enraged  her  so  much,  tHat, 
with  a  face  as  red  as  scarlet,  and  the  eyes 
of  a  fury,  she  strutted  up  to  me,  and  putting 
her  hands  on  her  sides,  spit  in  my  faco, 
saying,  I  was  a  scandalous  villain,  but  she 
defied  my  malice;  and  that,  unless  her  papa 
would  prosecute  me  like  a  thief^  as  I  was, 
she  would  not  stay  anotlier  night  under  his 
roof.  At  the  same  time,  Gawky,  assuming  a 
big  look,  told  me,  he  scorned  what  lies  I 
could  invent  against  him ;  but  that,  if  I  pre- 
tended to  asperae  his  wife,  he  would  put  me 
to  death,  by  G— d.  To  this  threat  I  answer- 
ed,— "I  wish  to  God,  I  could  meet  with 
thee  in  a  desert,  that  I  might  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  punishing  thee  for  thy  perfidy  to- 
wards me,  and  rid  Uie  world  of  such  a  rascal 
— What  hindere  me  this  moment,"  said  I, 
seizing  an  old  bottle  that  stood  by,  *'from 
doing  myself  that  justice  1"  I  had  no  sooner 
armed  myself  in  this  manner,  than  Gawky 
and  his  father-in-law  retired  in  such  a  hurry, 
that  the  one  overturned  the  other,  and  they 
rolled  together  down  staira ;  while  my  mis- 
tress swooned  away  with  fear ;  and  her 
daughter  asked  if  I  intended  to  murder  her? 
I  gave  her  to  understand  that  nothing  was 
farther  from  my  intention ;  that  I  would 
leave  her  to  the  stings  of  her  own  conscience, 
but  was  firmly  resolved  to  slit  her  husband's 
nose,  whenever  fortune  should  offer  a  conve- 
nient opportunity.  Then  going  down  staira, 
1  met  Lavement  coming  up,  trembling,  with 
a  pestle  in  his  hand,  and  Gawky  behindc 
armed  with  his  sword,  pushing  him  forward. 
I  demanded  a  parley,  and  having  assured 
them  of  my  pacific  disposition,  Gkiwky  ex- 
claimed,— "  Ah !  villain !  you  have  killed  my 
dear  wife."  And  the  apothecary  cried, — 
«*Ah  coquin!  vere  is  my  shild!"  "The 
lady,"  said  I,  *'is  above  staira,  unhurt  by 
me,  and  will,  a  few  months  hence,  I  believe, 
reward  your  concern."  Here  she  called  to 
them,  and  desired  they  would  let  the  wretch 
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fifo,  and  trouble  themselves  no  further  about 
him.  To  which  request  her  father  con- 
sented* observingt  neverthelesst  that  my  con- 
versation was  fort  mysterieuse.  Finding  it 
impossible  to  vindicate  my  innocence*  I lefl 
the  house  immediately,  and  went  to  the 
schoolmaster,  with  an  intention  of  clearing 
myself  to  him,  and  asking  his  advice  with 
regard  to  my  future  conduct ;  but,  to  my  in- 
expressible vexation,  was  told  he  was  gone 
to  the  country,  where  he  would  stay  two  or 
three  days.  I  returned  with  a  design  of  con- 
suiting  some  acquaintances  I  had  acquired  in 
my  master's  neighbourhood;  but  my  story  had 
taken  air,  through  the  officiousness  of  the 
servants,  and  not  one  of  my  friends  would 
vouchsafe  me  a  hearing.  Thus  I  found  my- 
self, by  the  iniquity  of  mankind,  in  a  much 
^more  deplorable  condition  than  ever:  for 
though  J  had  been  formerly  poor,  my  repu- 
tation was  without  blemish,  and  my  health 
unimpaired  till  now; — but  at  present,  my 
ffood  name  was  lost,  my  money  gone,  my 
friends  were  alienated,  my  body  was  infected 
by  a  distemper  contracted  in  the  course  of 
an  amour,  and  my  faithful  Strap,  who  alone 
could  yield  me  pity  and  assistance,  absent  I 
knew  not  where. 

The  first  resolution  I  could  take  in  this 
melancholy  conjecture,  was  to  remove  my 
clothes  to  the  house  of  the  person  with  whom 
I  had  formerly  lodged,  where  I  remained 
two  days,  in  hopes  of  getting  another  place, 
by  the  interest  of  Mr  Conconiance,  to  whom 
1  made  no  doubt  of  being  able  to  vindicate 
my  character ;  but  in  this  supposition  I  reck- 
oned without  my  host,  for  Lavement  took 
care  to  be  beforehand  with  me ;  and  when  I 
attempted  to  explain  the  whole  affair  to  the 
schoolmaster,  I  found  him  so  prepossessed 
against  me,  that  he  would  scarce  hear  me  to 
an  end ;  but  when  I  had  finished  my  justifi- 
cation, shook  his  head,  and  beginning  with 
his  usual  exclamation, — **0  C — st!"  said 
he,  "that  won't  go  down  with  me.  I  am 
vejry  sorry  I  should  have  the  misfortune  of 
being  concerned  in  the  affair,  but,  however, 
shall  be  more  cautious  for  the  future.  I 
will  trust  no  man  from  henceforward — ^no, 
not  my  father  who  begat  me — ^nor  the  brother 
who  lay  with  me  in  my  mother's  womb. 
Should  Daniel  rise  from  the  dead,  I  would 
think  him  an  impostor,  and  were  the  genius 
of  Truth  to  appear,  would  question  its  vera- 
city." I  told  him,  that  one  day  it  was  pos- 
sible he  might  be  convinced  of  the  injury  I 
had  suffered,  and  repent  of  his  prematvure 
determination.  To  which  remark  he  an- 
swered, the  proof  of  my,  innocence  would 
make  his  bowels  vibrate  with  joy ; — **  but 
till  that  shall  happen,"  continued  he,  "I 
must  beg  to  have  no  manner  of  connexion 
with  you — my  reputation  is  at  stake — O  my 
good  God!  I  shall  be  looked  upon  as  your  ac- 
complice  and  abettor — ^people  will  say  Jona- 
than Wild  was  but  a  type  of  me^oys  will 


hoot  at  me  as  1  pass  along,  and  the  cinder 
wenches  belch  forth  reproaches,  wafted  in  a 
gale  impregnated  with  gin;  I  shall  be  notorious 
— ^the  very  butt  of  slander  and  cloak  of  infa- 
my." I  was  not  in  a  humour  to  relish  the 
climax  of  expressions  upon  which  the  gentle* 
man  valued  hfmself  in  sll  his  discourses ;  but, 
without  any  ceremony,  took  my  leave,  cursed 
with  every  sentiment  of  horror  which  my 
situation  could  suggest.  I  considered,  how- 
ever, in  the  intervals  of  my  despondence, 
that  I  mijst  in  some  shape  suit  my  expense 
to  my  calamitous  circumstances;  and  with 
that  view  hired  an  apartment  in  a  garret 
near  St  Giles's  at  the  rate  of  9(2.  per  week. 
Here  I  resolved  to  perform  my  own  cure, 
having  first  pawned  three  shirts  to  purchase 
medicmes  and  support  for  the  occasion. 

One  day  when  I  sat  in  this  solitary  retreat, 
musing  upon  the  unhappiness  of  my  fate,  I 
was  alarmed  by  a  groan  that  issued  from  a 
chamber  contiguous  to  mine,  into  which  I 
immediately  ran,  and  found  a  woman  stretch- 
ed on  a  miserable  truckle  bed,  without  any 
visible  signs  of  life.  Having  applied  a 
smelling-bottle  to  her  nose,  the  blood  began 
to  revisit  her  cheeks,  and  she  opened  ner 
eyes;  but,  good  heavens!  what  were  the 
emotions  of  my  soul,  when  I  discovered  her 
to  be  the  same  individual  lady  who  had  tri- 
umphed over  my  heart,  and  to  whose  fate  I 
had  almost  been  inseparably  joined!  Her 
deplorable  situation  filled  my  breast  with 
compassion ;  and  every  tender  idea  reviving 
in  my  imagination,  I  flew  into  her  embrace. 
She  knew  me  immediately;  and,  straining 
me  gently  in  her  arms,  shed  a  torrent  of 
tears,  which  I  could  not  help  increasing.  At 
length,  casting  a  languishing  look  at  me, 
she  pronounced,  with  a  feeble  voice, — "  Dear 
Mr  Random,  I  do  not  deserve  this  concern 
at  your  hands.  I  am  a  vile  creature,  who 
had  a  base  design  upon  your  person ;  suffer 
me  to  expiate  that  and  all  my  other  crimes 
by  a  miserable  death,  which  will  not  fail  to 
overtake  me  in  a  few  hours."  I  encouraged 
her  as  much  as  I  could ;  told  her  I  forgave 
all  her  intentions  with  regard  to  me;  and 
that,  although  my  circumstances  were  ex- 
tremely low,  I  would  share  my  last  farthing 
with  her.  In  the  mean  time,  I  begged  to 
know  the  immediate  cause  of  that  fit  from 
which  she  had  just  recovered,  and  said  I 
would  endeavour  by  my  skill  to  prevent  any 
more  such  attacks.  She  seemed  very  «iuch 
affected  with  this  expression,  took  my  hand, 
and  pressed  it  to  her  lips,  saying,  "  You  are 
too  generous! — ^I  wish  I  could  live  to  express 
my  gratitude :  but  alas  \  I  perish  for  want." 
Then,  shutting  her  eyes,  she  relapsed  into 
another  swoon.  Such  extremity  of  distress 
must  have  awakened  the  most  obdurate  heart 
to  sympathy  and  compassion.  What  effect, 
then,  must  it  have  had  on  mine,  that  was  na- 
turally prone  to  every  tender  passion?  I 
ran  down  st^rs,  and  sent  my  landlady  to  • 
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chemist's  shop  for  some  cinnamon  water; 
while  I,  returning  to  this  unfortunate  crea- 
ture's chamber,  used  all  the  means  in  my 
power  to  bring  her  to  herself.     This  aim, 
with  much  difficulty,  I  accomplished,  and 
made  her  drink  a  glass  of  the  cordial  to  re- 
emit  her  spirits;   then  I  prepared  a  little 
mulled  red  wine  and  a  toast,  which  having 
taken,  she  found  herself  thoroughly  revived, 
and  informed  me,  that  she  had  not  tasted 
food  for  ei^ht-and-forty  hours  before.    As  I 
was 'impatient  to  know  the  occasion  and 
nature  of  her  calamity,  she  gave  me  to  un- 
derstand, that  she  was  a  woman  of  the  town 
by  professipn :  that,  in  the  course  of  her  ad- 
ventures, she  found  herself  dangerously  in- 
fected with  a  distemper  to  which  all  of  her 
class  are  particularly  subject :  that  her  mal- 
ady gaining  ground  every  day,  she  became 
loat&ome  to  herself,  and  offensive  to  others ; 
when  she  fesolved  to  retire  to  some  obscure 
comer,  where  she  might  be  cured  with  as 
little  noise  and  expense  as  possible:   that 
she  had  accordingly  chosen  this  place  of  re- 
treat, and  put  herself  into  the  hands  t^f  an 
advertising  doctor,  who,  having  fleeced  her 
of  all  the  money  she  had,  or  could  procure, 
left  her  three  days  ago  in  a  worse  condition 
than  that  in  which  he  found  her :  that,  ex- 
cept the  clothes  on  her  back,  she  had  pawn- 
ed or  sold  every  thing  that  belonged  to  her, 
to  satisfy  that  rapacious  quack,  and  quiet 
the  clamour  of  her  landlady,  who  still  per- 
sisted in  her  threats  to  turn  her  out  into  the 
street.    After  having  moralized  upon  these 
particulars,  I  proposed  that  she  should  lodge 
in  the  same  room  with  me,  an  expedient 
that  would  save  some  money ;  and  assured 
her  I  would  undertake  her  cure  as  well  as 
my  own,  during  which  she  should  partake 
of  all  the  conveniences  that  I  could  afford  to 
myself.     She  embraced  my  offer  with  un- 
feigned acknowledgement ;  and  I  began  to 
Sut  it  in  practice  immediately.     I  found  in 
er  not  only  an  agreeable  companion,  whose 
conversation  greatly  alleviated  my  chagrin, 
but  also  a  careful  nurse,  who  served  me  with 
the  utmost  fidelity  and  affection.     One  day, 
while  I  testified  my  surprise  that  a  woman 
of  her  beauty,  good  sense,  and  education 
(for  see  had  a  larc^e  portion  of  each),  could 
be  reduced  to  such  an  infamous  and  misera- 
ble way  of  life  as  that  of  a  prostitute, — she 
answered  with  a  sigh, — '*  These  very  advan- 
tagefi^ere  the  cause  of  my  undoing.''    This 
remarkable  reply  inflamed  my  curiosity  to 
such  a  degree,  that  I  begged  she  would  fa- 
vour me  with  the  particulars  of  her  story, 
and  she  complied  in  these  words. 
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My  &ther  was  an  eminent  merchant  in  the 


city,  who  having,  in  the  course  of  trade,  suf- 
fered very  considerable  losses,  retired  in  his 
old  age,  with  his  wife,  to  a  small  estate  in  the 
country,  which  he  had  purchased  with  the 
remains  of  his  fortune.    At  that  time  I,  being 
but  eight  years  of  age,  was  left  in  town  for 
the  convenience  of  education,  boarded  with 
an  auBt,  who  was  a  rigid  presbyterian,  and 
who  confined  me  so  closely  to  what  she  call- 
ed the  duties  of  religion,  that  in  time  I  grew 
weary  of  her  doctrines,  and,  by  degrees,  con- 
ceived an  aversion  for  the  good  books  she 
daily  recommended  to  my  perusal.    As  I  in- 
creased in  age,  and  appeared  with  a  person 
not  disagreet3>le,  I  contracted  a  good  deal  of 
acquaintance  among  my  own  sex,  one  of 
whom,  after  having  lamented  the  restraint  I 
was  tmder  from  the  narrowness  of  my  aunt's 
sentiments,  told  me  I  must  now  throw  off  the 
prejudices  of  opinion  imbibed  under  her  in- 
fluence and  example,  and  learn  to  think  for 
myself;  for  which  purpose  she  advised  me  to 
read  Shaftesbury,  Tindal,  Hobbes,  and  all  the 
books  that  are  remarkable  for  their  deviation 
from  the  old  way  of  thinking,  and,  by  com- 
paring one  with  another,  I  should  soon  be 
able  to  form  a  system  of  my  own.    I  followed 
her  advice :  and,  whether  it  was  owing  to  my 
prepossession  against  what  I  had  formerly 
read,  or  the  clearness  of  argument  in  these 
my  new  instructors,  I  know  not,  but  I  studied 
them  with  pleasure,  and  in  a  short  time  be- 
came a  professed  freethinker.    Proud  of  my 
new  improvement,  I  argued  in  all  companies, 
and  that  with  such  success,  that  I  soon  ac- 
quired the  reputation  of  a  philosopher,  and 
few  people  durdt  undertake  me  in  a  dispute. 
I  grew  vain  upon  my  good  fortune,  and  at 
length  pretended  to  make  my  aunt  a  proselyte 
to  my  opinion ;  but  she  no  sooner  perceived 
my  drift,  than,  taking  the  alarm,  she  wrote  to 
my  father  an  account  of  my  heresy,  and  con- 
jured him,  as  he  tendered  the  good  of  my  soul* 
to  remove  me  immediately  from  the  danger- 
ous place  where  I  had  contracted  such  sinful 
principles ;  accordingly,  my  father  ordered 
me  into  the  country,  where  I  arrived  jn  the 
fifteenth  year  of  my  age ;  and  by  his  com- 
mand, gave  him  a  detail  of  all  the  articles  of 
my  faith,  which  he  did  not  find  so  unreason- 
able as  they  had  been  represented.     Finding 
myself  suddenly  deprived' of  the  company  and 
pleasures  of  the   town,  I  grew  melancholy, 
and  it  was  some  time  before  I  could  relish  my 
situation.     But  solitude  became  every  day 
more  and  more  familiar  to  me :  and  I  con- 
soled myself  in  my  retreat  with  the  enjoy- 
ment of  a  good  library,  at  such  times  as  I 
was  not  employed  in  the  management  of  the 
family  (for  my  mother  had  been  dead  three 
years),  in  visiting,  or  some  other  party  of 
rural  diversion.     Having  more  imagination 
that  judgment,  I  addicted  myself  too  much 
to  poetry  and  romance ;  and,  in  short,  was 
looked  upon  as  a  very  extraordinair  person 
by  every  body  in  the  country  where  I  resided. 
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I  had  one  evening  strayed  with  a  book  in  my 
hand  into  a  wooathat  bordered  on  the  high 
road,  at  a  little  distance  from  my  father's 
house,  when  a  certain  drunken  squire  riding 
by  perceived  me,  and  crying, — '* Zounds! 
tnere's  a  charming  creature  !"  alighted  in  a 
moment,  caught  me  in  his  arms,  and  treated 
me  so  rudely,  that  I  shrieked  as  loud  as  I 
could,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  opposed  his 
violence  with  all  the  strength  that  rage  and 
resentment  could  inspire.  During  this  strug- 
gle, another  horseman  came  up,  who  seeing 
a  lady  so  unworthily  used,  dismounted,  and 
flew  to  my  assistance.  My  ravisher,  mad 
with  disappointment,  or  provoked  witJi  the 
reproaches  of  the  other  gentleman,  quitted 
me,  and,  running  to  his  horse,  drew  a  mstol 
from  the  saddle,  and  fired  at  my  prolictor, 
who  happily  receiving  no  damage,  went  up, 
and,  with  the  butt  end  of  his  whip,  laid  him 
prostrate  on  the  sround  before  he  could  use 
the  other,  which  nis  antagonist  immediately 
seized,  and  clapping  to  the  squire's  breast, 
threatened  to  put  him  to  death  for  his  coward- 
ice and  treachery.  In  this  dilemma  I  inter- 
posed, and  begged  his  hfe,  which  was  granted 
to  my  request,  after  he  had  asked  pardon,  and 
swore  his  intention  was  only  to  obtain  a  kiss. 
However,  my  defender  thought  proper  to  un- 
load the  other  pistol,  and  throw  away  the 
flints,  before  he  gave  him  his  liberty.  This 
courteous  stranger  conducted  me  home, 
where  my  father,  having  learned  the  signal 
service  he  had  done  me,  loaded  him  with  ca- 
resses, and  insisted  on  his  lodging  that  night 
at  our  house.  If  the  obligation  he  had  con- 
ferred upon  me  justly  inspired  me  with  senti- 
ments  of  gratitude,  nis  appearance  and  con- 
versation  seemed  to  entitle  him  to  somewhat 
more.  He  was  about  the  age  of  two-and- 
twenty,  among  the  tallest  of  the  middle  size ; 
had  chesnut-coloured  hair,  which  he  wore 
tied  up  in  a  riband  ;  a  high  polished  forehead, 
a  nose  inclining  to  the  aquiline,  lively  blue 
eyes,  red  pouting  lips,  teeth  as  white  as  snow, 
and  a  certain  openness  of  countenance — ^but 
what  need  I  describe  any  more  particulars  of 
his  person?  I  hope  you  will  do  me  the  jus- 
tice to  believe  I  do  not  flatter,  when  I  say 
he  was  the  exact  resemblance  of  you;  and,  if 
I  had  not  been  well  acquainted  with  his  family 
and  pedigree,  I  should  have  made  no  scruple 
of  concluding  that  you  was  his  brother.  He 
spoke  little,  and  seemed  to  have  no  reserve ; 
for  what  he  said  was  ingenuous,  sensible  and 
uncommon.  In  short,  said  she,  bursting  into 
tears,  he  was  formed  for  the  ruin  of  our  sex. 
His  behaviour  was  modest  and  respectful; 
but  his  looks  were  so  significant,  that  I  could 
easily  observe  he  secretly  blessed  the  occa- 
sion that  introduced  him  to  my  acquaintance. 
We  learned  from  his  discourse  that  he  was 
the  eldest  son  of  a  wealthy  gentleman  in  the 
neighbourhood,  to  whose  name  wo  were  no 
strangers ;  that  he  had  been  to  visit  an  ac- 
quaintance in  the  couotry,  from  whose  house 


he  was  returning  home  when  my  shrieks 
brought  him  to  my  rescue.  All  night  long 
my  imagination  formed  a  thousand  ridiculous 
expectations.  There  was  so  much  of  knight- 
errantry  in  this  gentleman's  coming  to  the 
relief  of  a  damsel  in  distress,  with  whom  he 
immediately  became  enamoured,  that  all  I 
had  read  of  love  and  chivalry  recurred  to  my 
fancy,  and  I  looked  upon  myself  as  a  princess 
in  some  region  of  romance,  who,  being  deliv- 
ered from  the  power  of  a  brutal  giant  or  sa» 
tyr  by  a  generous  Oruondates,  was  bodnd  in 
gratitude,  as  well  as  led  by  inclination,  to 
yield  my  aflections  to  him  without  reserve. 
In  vain  did  I  endeavour  to  chastise  these  fool- 
ish conceits,  by  reflections  more  reasonable 
and  severe.  'The  amusing  images  took  full 
possession  of  my  mind,  and  my  dreams  re^ 
presented  my  hero  sighing  at  my  feet  in  the 
language  of  a  despainng  lover.  Next  morn- 
ing after  breakfast  he  took  his  leave,  when 
my  father  begged  the  favour  of  further 
acquaintance  with  him  ;  to  which  request  he 
re|\lied,  by  a  compliment  to  him,  and  a  look 
to  me  so  full  of  eloquence  and  tenderness, 
that  my  whole  soul  received  the  soft  impress- 
ion. In  a  short  time  he  repeated  his  visit ; 
and,  as  a  recital  of  the  particular  steps  he 
pursued  to  ruin  me  would  be  too  tedious  and 
mipertinent,  let  it  suffice  to  say,  he  made  it 
his  business  to  insinuate  himself  into  my  es- 
teem, by  convincing  me  of  his  own  good  sense, 
ai;^d  at  the  same  time  flattering  my  under- 
standing. This  task  he  performed  in  the 
most  artful  manner,  by  seeming  to  contradict 
me  often  through  misapprehension,  that  I 
might  have  an  opportunity  of  clearing  myself 
the  more  to  my  own  honour.  Havm^  thus 
secured  my  good  opinion,  he  began  to  give  me 
some  tokens  of  a  particular  passion,  rounded 
on  a  veneration  for  the  qualities  of  my  mind, 
and,  as  an  accidental  ornament,  admired  the 
beauties  of  my  person  ;  till  at  length,  being 
fully  persuaded  of  his*  conquest,  he  chose  a 
proper  season  for  the  theme,  and  disclosed 
his  love  in  terms  so  ardent  and  sincere,  that 
it  was  impossible  for  me  to  disguise  the  sen- 
timents of  my  heart,  and  he  received  my  ap- 
probation with  the  most  lively  transport. 
After  this  mutual  declaration,  we  contrived 
to  meet  more  frequently,  in  private  interviews, 
where  we  enjoyed  the  conversation  of  one 
another  in  all  the  elevation  of  fancy  and  im- 
patience of  hope  that  reciprocal  adoration 
can  inspire.  He  professed  his  honourttle  in- 
tentions, of  which  I  made  no  question  ;  la- 
mented the  avaricious  disposition  of  his 
father,  who  had  destined  him  for  the  aims 
of  another :  and  vowed  eternal  fidelity  with 
such  an  appearance  of  candour  and  devotion, 
that  I  became  a  dupe  to  his  deceit,  and,  in 
an  evil  hour,  crowned  his  eager  desire  with 
full  possession.  Cursed  be  the  day  on  which 
I  gave  aWay  my  innocence  and  peace  for  a  mo- 
mentary gratification,  which  has  entailed 
upon  me  such  misery  and  horror!  cursed  be 
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Dw  beauty,  that  first  attracted  the  attentiou 
ofthe  seducer !  cursed  J:)e  my  education,  that, 
by  refining  my  sentiments,  made  my  heart  the 
more  susceptible !  cursed  be  my  good  sense, 
that  fixed  me  to  one  object,  and  taught  me 
the  preference  I  enjoyed  was  but  my  due ! 
Had  I  been  ugly,  nobody  would  have  tempted 
me  1  had  I  been  ignorant,  the  charms  of  my 
person  would  not  have  atoned  for  the  coarse- 
ness of  my  conversation ;  bad  I  been  giddy, 
my  vanity  would  have  divided  my  inclina- 
tions, and  my  ideas  would  have  been  so  dif- 
fused, that  I  should  never  have  listened  to  the 
enchantments  of  one  alone. 

But,  to  return  to  my  unfortunate  story ;  we 
gave  a  loose  to  guilty  pleasure,  which,  for 
some  months,  banished  every  other  concern. 
At  last,  by  degrees,  his  visits  became  less 
firequent,  and  his  behaviour  less  warm :  I  per- 
ceived his  coldness — ^my  heart  took  the 
alarm — ^my  tears  reproached  him — and  I  in- 
sisted upon  the  performance  of  his  promise  to 
espouse  me,  that,  whatever  should  happen, 
my  reputation  might  be  safe.  He  seemed  to 
acquiesce  in  my  proposal,  and  left  me  on 
pretence  of  findinfif  a  proper  clergyman  to 
unite  us  in  the  bands  of  wedlock.  But,  alas ! 
the  inconstant  had  no  intention  to  return.  1 
waited  a  whole  week  with  the  utmost  impa- 
tience ;  sometimes  doubting  his  honour,  at 
other  times  inventing  excuses  for  him,  and 
condemning  myself  for  harbouring  the  least 
suspicion  of  his  faith.  At  length,  I  under- 
stood from  a  gentleman  that  dined  at  our 
house,  that  this  perfidious  wretch  was  on  the 
point  of  setting  out  for  London  with  his 
bride,  to  buy  clothes  for  their  approaching 
nuptials.  This  information  distracted  me ; 
the  more  so  as  I  found  myself  some  months 
ffone  with  child,  and  reflected,  that  it  would 
be  impossible  to  conceal  my  disgrace,  which 
would  not  only  ruin  the  character  1  had  ac- 
quired in  the  country,  but  also  bring  the  grey 
hairs  of  an  indulgent  parent  with  sorrow  to 
the  grave.  Rage  took  possession  of  my  soul; 
I  denounced  a  thousand  imprecations,  and 
formed  as  many  schemes  of  revenge  against 
the  traitor  who  had  undone  me.  Then  my 
resentment  would  subside  to  silent  sorrow. 
I  recalled  the  tranquillity  I  had  lost,  I  wept 
over  my  infatuation,  and  sometimes  a  ray  of 
hope  would  intervene,  and  for  a  moment 
cheer  my  drooping  heart;  I  would  revolve 
all  the  favourable  circumstances  of  his  char- 
acter, repeat  the  vows  he  made,  ascribe  his 
absence  to  the  vigilance  of  a  suspicious  father, 
who  compelled  him  to  a  match  his  soul  ab- 
horred, and  comfort  myself  with  the  expec- 
tation of  seeing  him  before  the  thing 
should  be  brought  to  any  terms  of  agreement. 
But  now  vain  was  my  imagination  !  The 
viUain  left  me  without  remorse;  and  in  a 
few  days  the  news  ofthe  marriage  was  spread 
all  over  the  country.  My  horror  was  then 
inconceivable;  and  had  not  the  desire  of  re- 
venge diverted  the  resolation,  I  should  infal- 


libly have  put  an  end  to  my  miserable  life. 
My  father  observed  the  symptoms  of  my  des- 
pair !  and,  tliouffh  I  have  good  reason  to  be- 
lieve he  guessed  the  cause,  was  at  a  great 
deal  of  pains  to  seem  ignorant  of  my  afflic- 
tion, while  he  endeavoured  with  paternal 
fondness  to  alleviate  my  distress.    I  saw  his 
concern,  which  increased  my  anguish,  and 
raised  my  fury  against  the  author  of  my  ca- 
lamity to  an  implacable  degree.    Having  fur- 
nished myself  with  a  little  money,  I  ma!dean 
elopement  from  this  unhappy  parent  in  the 
night-time,  and,  about  break  of  day,  arrived 
at  a  small  town,  from  whence'a  stage-coach 
set  out  for  London,  in  which  I  embarked,  and 
next  day  alighted  in  town ;  the  spirit  of  re- 
venge having  supported  me  all  the  way  against 
every  other  reflection.    My  first  care  was  to 
hire  a  lodging,  in  which  I  kept  myself  very 
retired,  having  assumed  a  feigned  name,  that 
my  character  and  situation  might  be  the  bet- 
ter concealed.    It  was  not  long  before  I  found 
out  the  house  of  m^  ravisher,  whither  I  im- 
mediately repaired  in  a  transport  of  race,  de- 
termined to  act  some  desperate  deed  ror  the 
satisfaction  of  my  despair,  though  the  hurry 
of  my  spirits  would  not  permit  me  to  concert 
or  resolve  upon  a  particular  plan.    When  I 
demanded  admission  to  Lothario  (so  let  me 
call  him),  I  was  desired  to  send  up  my  name 
and  business  :  but  this  I  refused,  tellmg  the 
porter  I  had  business  for  his  master's  private 
ear.     Upon  which  I  was  conducted  into  a 
parlour  until  he  should  be  informed  of  my  re- 
quest.   There  I  remained  about  a  quarter  of 
an  hour  when  a  servant  entered,  and  told  me 
his  master  was  engaged  with  company,  and 
begged  to  be  excused  at  that  time.    My  tem- 
per couJd  hold  out  no  longer;  I  pulled  a 
poniard  from  my  bosom,  where  I  had  con- 
cealed it,  and  rushing  out,  flew  up  stairs  like 
a  fury,  exclaiming, — **  Where  is  this  perfidi- 
ous viJlain !  could  I  once  plunge  this  dagger 
into  his  false  heart,  I  should  then  die  satis- 
fied."   The  noise  I  made  alanned  not  only 
the  servants,  but  the  compapy  also,  who, 
hearing  my  threats,  came  forwards  to  the 
staircase  to  see  what  was  the  matter.    I  was 
seized,  disarmed,  and  withheld  by  two  foot- 
men ;  and,  in  this  situation,  felt  the  most  ex- 
quisite torture  in  beholding  my  undoer  ap- 
proach with  his  young  wife.    I  could  not 
endure  the  sight,  was  deprived  of  my  senses, 
and  fell  into  a  severe  fit,  during  which  I  know 
not  how  I  was  treated  ;  but  when  I  recovered 
the  use  of  reflection,  found  myself  on  a  bed 
in  a  paltry  apartment,  where  I  was  attended 
by  an  old  woman,  who  asked  a  thousand  im- 
pertinent questions  relating  to  my  condition  ; 
and  informed  me  that  my  behaviour  had 
thrown  the  whole  family  into  conflision  ;  that 
Lothario  affirmed  I  was  mad,  and  proposed 
to  have  me  sent  to  Bedlam ;  but  my  lady 
persuaded  herself  there  was  more  in  my  con- 
duct than  he  cared  should  be  known,  and 
had  taken  to  her  bed  on  bare  suspicion,  hav- 
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ing  first  ordered  that  I  should  be  narrowly 
looked  to.  I  heard  all  she  said  without  making^ 
any  other  reply,  than  desirinff  she  would  dome 
the  favour  to  call  a  chair ;  t>ut  this,  she  told 
me,  could  not  be  done  without  her  master's 
consent,  which,  however,  was  easily  procur- 
ed, and  I  was  conveyed  to  my  own  lodgings 
in  a  state  of  mind  that  baffles  all  description. 
The  agitation  of  my  thoughts  produced  a 
fever,  which  brouj?ht  on  a  miscarriage ;  &nd  I 
believe,  it  is  well  for  my  conscience  that  Hea- 
ven thus  disposed  of  my  burden ;  for,  let  me 
own  to  you  with  penitence  and  horror,  if  I 
had  brought  a^living  child  into  the  world,  my 
frenzy  would  have  prompted  me  to  sacrifice 
the  little  innocent  to  my  resentment  of  the 
father's  infidelity. 

AiYer  this  event  my  rage  abated,  adi  my 
hate  became  more  deliberate  and  calm ;  when, 
one  day,  my  landlady  informed  me  that  there 
was  a  gentleman  below  who  desired  to  see 
me,  he  having  something  of  consequence  to 
impart,  which  he  was  sure  would  contribute 
to  my  peace  of  mind.  I  was  exceedingly 
alarmed  at  this  declaration,  which  I  attempt- 
ed to  interpret  a  thousand  ways ;  and  be- 
fore I  came  to  any  determination  he  entered 
my  room,  with  an  apology  for  intruding  upon 
me  against  my  knowledge  or  consent.  I 
surveyed  him  some  time,  and,  not  being  able 
to  recollect  bis  face,  demanded,  with  a  fault- 
ering  accent,  what  his  business  was  with 
mel  Upon  which  he  desired  I  would  give 
him  a  particular  audience,  and  he  did  not 
doubt  of  communicating  something  tHat 
would  conduce  to  my  satisfaction  and  repose. 
As  I  thought  myself  sufficiently  guarded 
against  any  violence,  I  granted  his  request, 
and  bid  the  woman  withdraw.  The  stran- 
ger then  advancing,  gave  me  to  understand 
Uiat  he  was  well  acquainted  with  the  par- 
ticulars of  my  story,  having  been  informed 
of  them  from  Lothario's  own  mouth ;  that, 
firom  the  time  he  knew  my  misfortunes,  he 
had  entertained  a  detestation  for  the  author 
of  them;  which  had  of  late  been  increased 
and  inflamed  to  'a  desire  of  revenge,  by  a 
piece  of  dishonourable  conduct  towards  him ; 
that,  hearing  of  my  melancholy  situation,  he 
had  come  with  an  intention  of  offering  his 
assistance  and  comfort,  and  was  ready  to 
espo\ise  my  quarrel,  and  forthwith  take  ven- 
geance on  my  seducer,  provided  I  would 
frant  him  one  consideration,  which  he  hoped, 
should  see  no  reason  to  refiise.  Had  all 
the  artifice  of  hell  been  employed  in  com- 
posing a  persuasive,  it  could  not  have  had  a 
Aore  mstantaneous  or  favourable  effect  than 
this  discourse  had  upon  me.  I  was  trans- 
ported with  a  delirium  of  gloomy  joy;  I 
hugged  my  companion  in  my  arms,  and 
vowed,  that  if  he  would  make  ffood  his  pro- 
mise, my  soul  and  body  should  be  at  his  dis- 
posal. The  contract  was  made ;  he  devoted 
nimself  to  my  revenge,  undertook  to  murder 
Lothario  that  very  night,  and  to  bring  me  an 


account  of  his  death  before  morning.  Ac- 
cordingly, about  two  of  the  clock,  he  was 
introduced  to  my  chamber,  and  assured  me 
my  perfidious  lover  was  no  more ;  that  al- 
though he  was  not  entitled  to  such  an  honour- 
able proceediiiff,  he  had  fairly  challenged  him 
to  the  field,  wnere  he  upbraided  him  witli 
his  treachery  towards  me,  for  whom  (he  told 
me)  his  sword  was  drawn,  and  afler  a  few 
passes  left  him  weltering  in  his  blood.  1 
was  so  savaged  by  my  w^rongs,  that  I  de- 
lighted in  the  recital  of  this  adventure,  made 
him  repeat  the  particulars,  feasted  my  eyes 
with  the  blood  that  remained  on  his  clothes 
and  sword,  and  yielded  up  my  body  as  a  re- 
compense for  the  service  he  had  done  me. 
My  imagination  was  so  engrossed  with  these 
ideas,  that  in  my  sleep  I  dreamed  Lothario 
appeared  before  me,  pale,  mangled,  and 
bloody,  blamed  my  rashness,  protested  his 
innocence,  and  pleaded  his  own  cause  so 
pathetically,  that  I  was  convinced  of  his 
fidelity,  and  waked  in  a  fit  of  horror  and  re- 
morse. My  bed-fellow  endeavoured  to 
soothe,  console,  and  persuade  me  that  I  had 
but  barely  done  iustice  to  myself.  I  dropt 
asleep  again,  and  the  same  apparition  re- 
turned to  my  fancy.  In  short,  I  passed  the 
night  in  great  misery,  and  looked  upon  my 
avenger  with  such  abhorrence,  that,  in  the 
morning,  perceiving  my  aversion,  he  insinu- 
ated there  was  still  a  possibility  of  Lothario's 
recovery ;  it  was  true  he  left  him  wounded 
on  the  ground,  but  not  quite  dead;  and  per- 
haps his  hurts  might  not  be  mortal.  At 
these  words  I  started  up,  bade  him  fly  for  in- 
telligence, and,  if  he  could  not  bring  me 
tidings  of  Lothario's  safety,  at  least  consult 
his  own,  and  never  return,  for  I  was  resolved 
to  surrender  myself  to  justice,  and  declare 
all  that  I  knew  of  the  afiair,  that,  if  possible, 
I  mi^ht  expiate  my  own  guilt  by  incurring 
the  rigours  of  a  sincere  repentance  and  igno- 
minious death.  He  very  coolly  represented 
the  unreasonableness  of  m}r  prejudice  against 
l^m,  who  had  done  nothing  nut  what  his 
love  of  me  inspired,  and  honour  justified : 
that  now  he  haa,  at  the  risk  of  his  fife,  been 
subservient  to  my  revenge,  I  was  about  to 
discard  him  as  an  infamous  agent  occasion- 
ally  necessary ;  and  that,  even  if  he  should 
be  so  lucky  as  to  bring  news  of  Lothario's 
safety,  it  was  probable  my  former  resent- 
ment might  revive,  and  I  would  upbraid  him 
of  having  failed  in  his  undertaking.  I  assured 
him,  that,  on  the  contrary,  he  should  be 
dearer  to  me  than  ever,  as  1  then  should  be 
convinced  he  acted  more  on  the  principles  of 
a  man  of  honour  than  on  those  of  a  mercenaxy 
assassin,  and  scorned  to  take  away  the  life 
of  an  adversary  (how  inveterate  soever) 
which  fortune  had  put  in  his  power.  "  WeU 
then,  madam,"  said  he,  *^ whatever  may 
have  happened,  I  shall  find  it  no  difiicult 
matter  to  acquit  myself  in  point  of  honour ;" 
and  took  his  leave,  in  order  to  inquire  into 
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the  consequences  of  his  duel.  I  was  now 
more  sensible  than  ever  of  the  degrees  of 
ffuilt  and  misery ;  all  the  affliction  I  nad  suf- 
rered  hitherto  was  owing  to  my  own  credu- 
lity and  weakness,  and  my  conscience  could 
not  accuse  me  of  venial  crimes :  but  now 
that  I  looked  upon  myself  as  a  murderer,  it 
is  impossible  to  express  the  terrors  of  my 
imagination,  which  was  incessantly  haunted 
by  the  image  of  the  deceased,  and  my  bosom 
stung  with  the  most  exquisite  afonies,  of 
which  I  saw  no  end.  At  length  Horatio  (for 
60 1  shall  call  my  keeper)  returned,  and,  tell- 
ing  me  I  had  nothing  to  fear,  delivered  into 
my  hands  a  billet,  containing  these  words : 

"  Madam, — As  I  understand  it  is  of  conse- 
quence to  your  peace,  I  take  this  libertv  to 
inform  you,  that  the  wounds  received  from 
Horatio  are  not  mortal.  This  satisfaction 
my  humanity  could  not  deny,  even  to  a  per- 
son who  has  endeavoured  to  disturb  the  re- 
pose, as  well  as  to  destroy  the  life,  of 

"Lothario." 

Being  well  acquainted  with  his  hand,  I 
had  no  reason  to  suspect  an  imposition  in 
this  letter,  which  I  read  over  and  over  with 
a  transport  of  joy,  and  caressed  Horatio  so 
4nuch  that  he  appeared  the  happiest  man 
alive.  Thus  was  I  won  from  despair  by  the 
menaces  of  a  greater  misfortune  than  that 
which'  depressed  me.    Griefs  are  like  usur- 

Sirs,  the  most  powerful  deposes  all  the  rest, 
ut  my  raptures  were  not  lasting ;  that  very 
letter,  which  in  a  manner  re-established  my 
tranquillity,  in  a  little  time  banished  my 
peace.  His  unjust  reproaches,  while  they 
waked  my  resentment,  recalled  my  former 
happiness,  and  filled  my  soul  with  rage  and 
sorrow.  Horatio,  perceiving  the  situation 
of  my  mind,  endeavoured  to  divert  my  cha- 
grin, by  treating  me  with  all  the  amusements 
and  entertainments  of  the  town.  I  was 
gratified  with  every  indulgence  I  could  de- 
sire, introduced  into  the  company  of  other 
kept-mistresses,  by  whom  an  uncommon  defer- 
ence was  paid  to  me ;  and  I  began  to  lose 
all  remembrance  of  my  former  condition, 
when  an  accident  brought  it  back  to  my 
view,  with  all  its  interesting  circumstances. 
Diverting  myself  one  day  with  some  news- 
papers, which  I  had  not  before  perused,  the 
following  advertisement  attracted  my  atten- 
tion ; — 

"  Whereas  a  young  gentlewoman  disap- 
peared from  her  father's  house  in  the  county 

of ,  about  the  end  of  September,  on 

account,  as  is  supposed,  of  some  uneasiness 
of  mind,  and  has  not  been  as  yet  heard  of; 
whoever  will  give  any  information  about  her 
to  Mr of  Gray's  Inn,  shall  be  hand- 
somely rewarded ;  or  if  she  will  return  to 
the  arms  of  her  disconsolate  parent,  she  will 
be  received  with  the  utmost  tenderness, 
whatever  reason  she  may  have  to  think  other- 
wise, and  may  be  the  means  of  prolonging 


the  life  of  a  father,  already  weighed  down 
almost  to  the  grave  with  age  and  sorrow." 

This  pathetic  remonstrance  had  such  an 
efiect  on  me,  that  I  was  fully  resolved  to  re- 
turn, like  the  prodigal  son,  and  implore  the 
forgiveness  of  him  who  gave  me  life ;  but, 
alas !  upon  inquiry,  I  founa  he  had  paid  his 
debt  to  nature  a  month  before,  lamenting  my 
absence  to  his  last  hour,  having  left  his  for- 
tune to  a  stranger,  as  a  mark  of  his  resent- 
ment of  my  unkind  and  undutiful  behaviour. 
Penetrated  with  remorse  on  this  occasion,  I 
sunk  into  the  most  profound  melancholy^  and 
considered  myself  as  the  immediate  cause  of 
his  death.  I  lost  aU  relish  for  company, 
and  indeed  most  of  my  acquaintance  no 
sooner  perceived  my  change  of  temper  than 
they  tbandoned  me.  Horatio,  disgusted  at 
my  insensibility,  or,  which  is  more  probable, 
cloyed  with  possession,  became  colder  and 
colder  every  day,  till  at  last  he  left  me  alto- 
gether, without  making  any  apology  for  his 
conduct,  or  securing  me  against  the  miseries 
of  want,  as  a  man  of  honour  ought  to  have 
done,  considering  the  share  he  had  in  my 
ruin ;  for  I  afterwards  learned  that  the  quar- 
rel between  Lothario  and  him  was  a  story 
trumped  up  to  rid  the  one  of  my  importuni- 
ties, and  give  the  other  the  enjoyment  of  my 
person,  which,  it  seems,  he  lusted  after,  upon 
seeing  me  at  the  house  of  my  seducer.  Re- 
duced to  this  extremity,  I  cursed  my  own 
simplicity,  uttered  horrid  imprecations 
agamst  the  treachery  of  Horatio ;  and,  as  I 
became  every  day  more  familiarized  to  'the 
loss  of  innocence,  resolved  to  be  revenged 
on  the  sex  in  general,  by  practising  their 
own  arts  upon  themselves.  Nor  was  an 
opportunity  long  wanting;  an  old  gentlewo- 
man, under  pretence  of  sympathizing,  visited 
me,  and,  after  having  condoled  me  on  my 
misfortunes,  and  professed  a  disinterested 
friendship,  began  to  display  the  art  of  her 
occupation  in  encomiums  on  my  beauty,  and 
invectiyes  against  the  wretch  who  had  for- 
sakenme;  insinuating,  withal,  that  it  would 
be  my  own  fault  if  I  did  not  still  make  my 
fortune  by  the  extraordinary  qualifications 
with  which  nature  had  endowed  me.  I  soon 
understood  her  drift,  and  gave  her  such  en- 
couragement to  explain  herself,  that  we 
came  to  an  agreement  immediately  to  divide 
the  profits  of  my  prostitution  accruing  from 
such  ^llants  as  sne  should  introduce  to  my 
acquamtance.  The  first  stroke  of  my  dis- 
simulation was  practised  upon  a  certain 
judge,  to  whom  I  was  recommended  by  this 
matron  as  an  innocent  creature  just  arri^d 
from  the  country.  He  was  so  transported 
with  my  appearance  and  feigned  simplicity, 
that  he  paid  a  hundred  guineas  for  the  pos- 
session of  me  for  one  night  only,  during 
which  I  behaved  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
.make  him  perfectly  well  pleased  with  his 
purchase. 
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CHAPTER  XXIIL 

She  is  interrupted  by  a  hailiff,  who  arrests 
and  carries  her  to  the  Marshalsea — lac- 
company  her — bring  witnesses  to  prove 
she  is  not  the  person  named  in  the  writ 
— the  bailiff  is  fain  to  give  her  a  present 
and  discharge  her — we  shift  our  lodging 
— she  resumes  her  story,  and  ends  it — my 
reflections  thereupon — she  makes  me  ac^ 
quainted  with  the  progress  of  a  common 
woman  of  the  town — resolves  to  quit  that 
way  of  life. 

Her  story  was  here  interrupted  by  a  rap  at 
the  door,  which  I  no  sooner  opened,  than 
tliree  or  four  terrible  fellows  rushed  in,  one 
of  whom  accosted  my  fellow-lodger  thus  : — 
*<  Madam,  your  servant,  you  must  do  me  the 
favour  to  come  along  with  me— I  have  got  a 
writ  against  you."     While  the  bailiff  (for  so 
he  was)  spoke  tJius,  his  followers  surrounded 
the  prisoner,  and  began  to  handle  her  very 
roughly.     This  treatment  incensed  me  so 
much,  that  I  snatched  up  the  poker,  and 
would  certainly  have  used  it  in  defence  of 
the  lady,  without  any  regard  to  the  strength 
and  number  of  her  adversaries,  had  she  not 
begged  me,  with  a  composure  of  countenance 
for  which  I  could  not  account,  to  use  no  vio- 
lence in  her  behalf,  which  could  be  of  no 
service  to  her,  but  might  be  very  detrimental 
to  myself     Then  turning  to  the  leader  of 
this  formidable  troop,  she  desired  to  see  the 
writ,  and,  having  perused  it,  said,  with  a 
faultering   voice, — ''I  am  not  the   person 
whose  name  is  here  mentioned :  arrest  me 
at  your  peril."    **  Ay,  ay,  madam,"  replied 
the  catchpole, "  we  shall  prove  your  identity. 
In  the  mean  time,   whether  will  you  be 
pleased  to  be  carried  to  my  house,  or  to 
jail  1"    *•  If  I  must  be  confined,"  said  she,  "  I 
would  rather  be  in  your  house  than  in  a  com- 
mon jail^'    "  Well,  well,"  answered  he,  "  if 
you  have  money  enough  in  your  pocket,  you 
shall  be  entertained  like  a  princess."     "  But 
when  she  acquainted  him  with  her  poverty, 
he  swore  he  never  gtive  credit,  and  ordered 
one  of  his  myrmidons  to  call  a  coach,  to 
carry  her  to  the  Marshalsea  at  once.     While 
they  waited  for  the  convenience,  she  took 
me  aside,  and  bade  me  be  under  no  concern 
on  her  account,  for  she  kn«w  how  to  extri- 
cate herself  from  this  difficulty  very  soon, 
and  perhaps  gain  something  by  the  occasion. 
Although  her  discourse  was  a  mystery  to  me, 
I  was  very  well  pleased  with  her  assurance, 
and,  when  the  coach  came  to  the  door,  offered 
to  accompany  her  to  prison ;  to  which  pro- 
posal, after  much  entreaty,  she  consented. 
When  we  arrived  at  the  gate  of  the  Mar- 
shalsea, our  conductor  alighted,  and,  having 
demanded  entrance,  presented  the  writ  to 
the  turnkey ;  who  no  sooner  perceived  the 
name  of  Elisabeth  Cary,  than  he  cried, — 


"  Ah  hah !  my  old  acquaintance  Bet !  I  am 
glad  to  see  you  with  all  my  heart!"    So 
saying,    he   opened   the    coach   door,  and 
helped  her  to  dismount;  but  when  be  ob- 
served her  face,  he  started  back,  saying,-^ 
"Zounds!  who  have  we  got  herd"    The 
bailiff,  alarmed  at  this  interrogation,  cried, 
with  some  emotion, — **  Who  the  deVil  should 
it  be,  but  the  prisoner  Elizabeth  Cary  1"'  The 
turnkey  replied, — "That  Elizabeth   Cary! 
rU  be  d-^  if  that's  Elizabeth  Cary,  more 
than  my  grandmother.    D — n  my  blood,  I 
knew  Bet  Cary  as  well  as  if  I  had  made  her." 
Here  the  lady  thought  fit  to  interpose,  and 
tell  the  catchpole,  if  he  had  taken  her  word 
for  it  at  first,  he  might  have  saved  himself 
and  her  a  great  deal  of  trouble. — "It  may  be 
so,"  answered  he,  "  but  by  G — d  I'll  have 
further  evidence  that  you  are  not  the  person, 
before  you  and  I  part."    **  Yes,  yes,"  said 
she,  '*you  shall  have  further  evidence,  to 
your  cost."     Then  we  adjourned  into  the 
lodge,  and  called  for  a  bottle  of  wine,  where 
my  companion  wrote  a  direction  to  two  of 
her  acquaintance,  and  begged  the  favour  of 
me  to  go  to  their  lod^ngs,  and  request  them 
to  come  to  her  immediately.     I  found  them 
together  at  a  house  in  Bridges-street,  Drury<^ 
lane ;  and  as  they  were  luckily  i^nengaged, 
they  set  out  with  me  in  a  hackney  coach, 
without  hesitation,  afler  I  had  related  the 
circumstances  of  the  affair,  which  flattered 
them  with  the  hopes  of 'seeing  a  bailiff  troun- 
ced; for  there  is  an  antipathy  as  natural 
between  the  w s  and  bailiffs,  as  that  sub- 
sisting between  mice  and  cats.     According- 
ly, when  they  entered  the  lodge,  they  embra- 
ced the  prisoner  very  affectionately  by  the 
name  of  Nancy  Williams,  and  asked  how 
long  she  had  been  nabbed,  and  for  whati 
On  hearing  the  particulars  of  her  adventure 
repeated,  they  offered  to  swear  before  a 
justice  of  peace,  that  she  was  not  the  person 
mentioned  in  the  writ,  whom,  it  seems,  they 
all  knew ;  but  the  bailiff,  who  was  by  this 
time  convinced  of  his  mistake,  told  them  he 
would  not  put  them  to  that  trouble — **  La- 
dies," said  he,  '*  there's  no  harm  done — ^you 
shall  give  me  leave  to  treat  you  with  another 
bottle,  and  then  we'll  part  friends."    Thie 
proposal  was  not  at  all  relished  by  the  sister, 
hood ;  and  Miss  Williams  told  him,  sure  he 
did  not  imagine  her  such  a  fool,  as  to  be 
satisfied  with  a  paltry  glass  of  sour  wine. 
Here  the  turnkey  interrupted  her,  by  affirm- 
ing, with  an  oath,  that  the  wine  was  as  good 
as  ever  was  tipped  over  tongue.     "  Well," 
continued  she,  "that  may  m,— ^ut  was  it 
the  best  of  champaign,  it  is  no  recompence 
for  the  damage  I  have  suffered  both  in  cha> 
racter  and  health,  by  being  wrongfully  drag- 
ged to  jail.    At  this  rate,  no  innocent  per- 
son is  safe,  since  an  oflicer  of  iustice,  out  of 
malice,  private  pique,  or  mistake,  may  injure 
and  oppress  the  subject  with  impunity :  but, 
thank  Ileaven,  I  live  under  the  protection 
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of  laws  that  will  not  suffer  such  insults  to 
pass  unpunished,  and  I  know  very  well  how 
to  procure  redress."  Mr  Vulture  (for  that 
was  the  bailiff's  name),  finding  he  had  to 
d^  with  one  who  would  not  be  imposed 
upon,  beffan  to  look  very  sullen  and  perplex- 
ea,  and,  leaning  his  forehead  on  his  hand, 
entered  into  a  deliberation  with  himself, 
which  lasted -a  few  minutes,  and  then  broke 
out  into  a  volley  of  dreadfUl  curses  against 

the  oldb- ,  our  landlady  (as  be  called  her), 

for  having  misinformed  him.    After  much 
wraneling  and  swearing,  the  matter  was  re- 
ferred to  the  decision  of  the  turnkey,  who, 
calling  for  the  other  bottle,  mulcted  the  bai- 
liff in  all  the  liquor  that  had  been  drank, 
coach-hire,  and  a  couple  of  guineas  for  the 
use  of  the  plaintiff.    The  money  was  imme- 
diately deposited;  Miss  Williams  gratified 
the  two  evidences  with  one  half,  and,  putting 
the  other  in  her  pocket,  drove  home  with  me, 
leaving  the   catchpole  grumbling  over  his 
loss,  yet  pleased,  in  the  main,  for  having  so 
cheaply  got  clear  of  a  business  that  miffht 
have  cost  him  ten  times  the  sum,  and  his 
place  to  boot.    This  guinea  was  a  very  sea- 
sonable relief  to  us,  who  were  reduced  to 
great  necessity,  six  of  my  shirts,  and  almost 
all  my  clothes,  except  those  on  my  back, 
having  been  either  pawned  or  sold  for  our 
maintenance  before  this  happened.    As  we 
resented  the  behaviour  of  our  landlady,  our 
first  care  was  to  provide  ourselves  with 
another  lodging,  whither  we  removed  next 
day,  with  an  intention  to  keep  ourselves  as 
retired  as  possible,  until  our  cure  should  be 
completed.     When  we  were  fixed  in  our 
new  habitation,  I  entreated  her  to  finish  the 
story  of  her  life,  which  she  pursued  in  this 
manner. 

The  success  of  our  experiment  on  the 
judge  encouraged  tis  to  practise  the  same 
deceit  on  others,  and  my  virffinitv  was  five 
times  sold  to  good  purpose :  but  this  harvest 
lasted  not  long,  my  character  taking  air,  and 
my  directress  deserting  me  for  some  new 
game.  Then  I  took  lodgings  near  Charing, 
cross,  at  two  guineas  per  week,  and  began 
to  entertain  company  in  a  public  manner: 
but  my  income  being  too  small  to  defrav  my 
expense,  I  was  obliged  to  retrench,  and  en- 
ter into  articles  wiUi  the  porters  of  certain 
taverns,  who  undertook  to  find  emplojrment 
enough  for  me,  provided  I  would  share  my 
profits  with  them.  Accordingly,  I  was  almost 
every  night  engaged  with  companjr,  among 
whom  I  was  exposed  to  every  mortification, 
danger,  and  abuse,  that  flow  from  drunken- 
ness, brutality,  and  disease.  How  miserable 
is  the  condition  of  a  courtezan,  whose  busi- 
ness it  is  to  soothe,  suffer,  and  obey,  the 
dictates  of  rage,  insolence,  and  lust!  As 
tof  spirit  was  not  sufiiciently  humbled  to  the 
wiH,  iHnr  my  temper  calculated  for  the  con- 
versation c^  my  gallants,  it  was  impossible 
for  me  to  overcome  an  aversion  I  felt  fer  my 
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profession,  which  manifested  itself  in  a  set- 
tled gloom  on  my  countenance,  and  disgusted 
those  sons  of  mirth  and  riot  so  much,  that 
I  was  frequently  used  in  a  shockmg  manner, 
and  kicked  down  stairs  with  disgrace.    The 
messengers  seeing  me  disagreeable  to  their 
benefactors  and  employers,  seldom  troubled 
me  with  a  call,  and  I  began  to  find  myself 
almost  totally  neglected.    To  contribute  to- 
wards my  support,  I  was  fiiin  to  sell  my. 
Watch,  rings,  trinkets,  with  the  best  part  of 
my  clothes  ;  and  I  was  one  evening  musing 
by  mj^self  on  the  misery  before  me,  when 
I  received  a  message  from  a  bagnio,  whither 
1  repaired  in  a  chair,  and  was  introduced  to 
a  gentleman  dressed  like  an  officer,  with 
whom  I  supped  in  a  sumptuous  manner,  and, 
after  drinking  a  hearty  glass  of  champagne, 
went  to  bed.    In  the  morning  when  I  awoke, 
I  found  my  gallant  had  got  up,  and,  drawing 
aside  the  curtain,  could  not  perceive  him  in 
the  room.      This  circumstance    gave    me 
some  uneasiness ;  but  as  be  mi^ht  have  re- 
tired on  some  necessary  occasion,  I  waited 
a  full  hour  for  his  return,  and  then,  in  the 
greatest  perplexity,  rose  up,  and  rung  the 
bell.     When  the  waiter  came  to  the  door, 
he  found  it  locked,  and  desired  admittance, 
which  I  granted,  alter  observing,  with  great 
surprise,  that  the  key  remained  on  the  inside, 
as  when  we  went  to  bed.    I  no  sooner  in- 
quired for  the  captain,  than  the  fellow,  sta-  • 
ring  with  a  distracted  look,  cried, — ''  How, 
madam !  is  he  not  a-bed  V    And,  when  he 
was  satisfied  as  to  that  particular,  ran  into  a 
closet  adjoining  to  the  chamber,  the  window 
of  which  he  found  open.    Through  this  the 
adventurer  had  got  upon  a  wall,  from  whence 
he  dropped  down  into  a  court,  and  escaped, 
leaving  me  to  be  answerable,  not  only  for  tha 
reckoning,  but  also  for  a  lai^  silver  tankard 
and  posset-bowl,  which  he  had  carried  off 
with  him.    It  is  impossible  to  describe  the 
consternation  I  was  under,  when  I  saw  my- 
self detained  as  a  thiePs  accomplice ;  for  I 
was  looked  upon  in  that  lijg^ht,  and  carried 
before  a  justice,  who,  mistakmg  my  confusion 
fer  a  sign  of  ^ilt,  committ^  me,  after  a 
short  examination,  to  Bridewell,  having  ad- 
vised me,  as  the  only  means  to  save  my  life, 
to  turn  evidence,  and  impeach  my  confede- 
rate     I  now  concluded  the  vengeance  of 
Hea\  ^n  had  overtaken  me,  and  tMt  I  must 
soon  anish  my  career  by  an  iffnominious 
death.    This  reflection  sunk  so  deep  in  my 
soul,  that  I  was  for  some  days  depnved  m 
my  reason,  and  actually  believed  myself  in 
hell,  tormented  by  fiends :  indeed  there  needs 
not  a  very  extravagant  imagination  to  form 
that  idea;  for,  of  all  the  scenes  on  earth, 
that  of  Bridewell  approaches  nearest  the 
notion  I  had  always  entertained  of  the  infer- 
nal regions.    Here  I  saw  nothing  but  rage, 
anguish,  and  impiety,  and  heard  nothing  but 
groans,  curses,  and   blasphemy.     In   the 
midst  of  this  hellish  crew»  I  was  sabjecled 
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to  the  tyranny  of  a  barbarian,  who  imposed 
upon  me  tasks  that  I  could  not  possibly  per- 
form, and  then  punished  my  incapacity  with 
the  utmost  rigour  and  inhumanity.  I  was 
often  whipped  into  a  swoon,  and  lashed  out 
of  it,  during  which  miserable  intervals  I  was 
robbed  by  my  fellow-prisoners  of  every  thing 
about  me,  even  to  my  cap,  shoes,  and  stock- 
ings :  I  was  not  only  destitute  of  necessa- 
ries, but  even  of  fooa ;  so  that  my  wretch- 
.  edness  was  extreme.  Notoneofmyacquaint<^ 
ance,  to  whom  I  imparted  my  situation,  would 
grant  me  the  least  succour  or  regard,  on 
pretence  of  my  being  committed  for  theft ; 
and  my  landlord  refused  to  part  with  some 
of  my  own  clothes,  which  J  sent  for,  because 
I  was  indebted  to  him  for  a  week's  lodging. 
Overwhelmed  with  calamity,  I  grew  despe- 
rate, and  resolved  to  put  an  end  to  my 
fievances  and  life  together ;  for  this  purpose 
got  up  in  the  middle  of  the  night,  when  I 
thought  every  body  round  me  asleep,  and, 
fixing  one  end  of  my  handkerchief  to  a  large 
hook  in  the  ceiling,  that  supported  the  scales 
on  which  the  hemp  is  weighed,  I  stood  upon 
a  chair,  and,  making  a  noose  on  the  other 
end,  put  my  neck  into  it,  with  an  intention 
to  hang  myself;  but  before  I  could  adjust 
the  knot,  I  was  surprised  and  prevented  by 
two  women  who  had  been  awake  all  the 
while,  and  suspected  my  desi^.  In  the 
momin^  my  attempt  was  published  among 
the  pnsoners,  and  punished  with  thirty 
stripes;  the  pain  of  which,  co-operatinj? 
with  my  disappointment  and  disgrace,  bereft 
me  of  my  senses,  and  threw  me  into  an  ecsta- 
sy of  madness;  during  which  I  tore  the 
flesh  from  my  bones  with  my  teeth,  and 
dashed  my  head  a^nst  the  pavement ;  so 
^at  they  were  obliged  to  set  a  watch  over 
me,  to  restrain  me  from  doing  farther  mis- 
chief to  myself  and  others.  This  fit  of  frenzy 
continued  three  days«  at  the  end  of  which  I 
grew  calm  and  sullen ;  but  as  the  desire  of 
making  away  with  myself  still  remained,  I 
came  to  a  determination  of  starving  myself 
to  death,  and  with  that  view  refused  all  sus- 
tenance. Whether  it  was  owinf  to  the 
want  of  opposition,  or  to  the  weakness  of 
nature,  I  know  not,  but  on  the  second  day 
of  my  fast,  I  found  my  resolution  considera- 
bly impaired,  and  the  calls  of  hunger  ahnost 
insupportable.  At  this  critical  juncture,  a 
lady  was  brought  into  the  prison,  with  whom 
I  had  contracted  an  acquaintance  while  I 
lived  with  Horatio:  she  was  then  on  the 
same  footing  as  I  was,  but  afi:erwards  quar- 
relling with  her  gallant,  and  not  finding 
another  to  her  mind,  altered  her  scheme  in 
life,  and  set  up  a  coffee-house  among  the 
hundreds  of  Drury,  where  she  entertained 
gentlemen  with  claret,  arrack,  and  the  choice 
of  half  a  dozen  of  damsels,  who  lived  in  her 
house.  This  serviceable  matron  having  neg- 
lected to  gratify  a  certain  justice  for  the 
connivance  she  -enjoyedy  was  indicted  at  the 


quarter  sessions ;  in  consequence  of  which 
her  bevy  was  dispersed,  and  herself  commit- 
ted to  bridewell.  She  had  not  been  long 
there  before  she  learned  my  disaster,  and, 
coming  up  to  me,  after  a  compliment  of  con- 
dolence, inquired  into  the  particulars  of  my 
fate.  While  we  were  engaged  in  discourse 
together,  the  master  came  and  told  me  that 
the  fellow  on  whose  account  I  had  sufiTered 
was  taken ;  that  he  had  confessed  the  theft, 
and  cleared  me  of  any  concern  in  the  affair ; 
for  which  reason,  he,  the  master,  had  orders 
to  discharge  me,  and  that  I  was  from  that 
moment  free.  This  piece  of  news  soon  ban- 
ished all  thoughts  of  death,  and  had  such  an 
instantaneous  effect  on  my  countenance, 
that  Mrs  Coupler  (the  lady  then  present), 
hoping  to  find  her  account  in  me,  very  gene- 
rously offered  to  furnish  me  with  what  ne- 
cessaries I  wanted,  and  take  me  into  her 
own  house,  as  soon  as  she  should  compro- 
mise matters  with  the  justices.  The  condi- 
tions of  her  offer  were,  that  I  should  pay 
three  guineas  weekly  for  my  board,  and  a 
reasonable  consideration  besides,  for  the  use 
of  such  clothes  and  ornaments  as  she  should 
supply  me  with,  to  be  deducted  from  the  first 
profits  of  my  embraces.  These  were  hard 
terms:  but  not  to  be  rejected  by  one  who 
was  turned  out  helpless  and  naked  into  the 
wide  world,  without  a  friend  to  pity  or  assist 
her.  I  therefore  embraced  her  proposal; 
and  she  being  bailed  in  a  few  hours,  took  me 
home  with  her  in  a  coach.  As  I  was  by  this 
time  conscious  of  having  formerly  disgusted 
my  admirers  by  my  reserved  and  haughty 
behaviour,  I  now  endeavoured  to  conquer 
that  disposition ;  and  the  sudden  change  of 
my  fortune  giving  me  a  fiow  of  spirits,  I  ap- 
peared  in  the  most  winning  and  gay  manner 
I  could  assume.  Having  the  advantage  of  a  « 
good  voice  and  education,  I  exerted  my  tal- 
ents to  the  uttermost,  and  soon  became  the 
favourite  with  all  company.  This  success 
alarmed  the  pride  and  jealousy  of  Mrs  Coup- 
ler, who  could  not  bear  the  thoughts  of  being 
eclipsed :  she  therefore  made  a  merit  of  her 
envy,  and  whispered  among  the  customers 
that  I  was  unsound.  There  needed  no  more 
to  ruin  my  reputation  and  blast  my  prosperi- 
ty ;  every  body  shunned  me  with  marks  of 
aversion  and  disdain  ;  and,  in  a  very  short 
time,  I  was  as  solitary  as  ever.  Want  of 
gallants  was  attended  with  want  of  money 
to  satisfy  my  malicious  landlady,  who,  hay- 
ing purposely  given  me  credit  to  the  amount 
of  eleven  pounds,  took  out  a  writ  against  me, 
and  I  was  arrested  in  her  own  house.  Though 
the  room  was  crowded  with  people  when 
the  bailiff  entered,  not  one  of  them  nad  com- 
passion enough  to  mollify  my  prosecutrix, 
far  less  to  pay  the  debt.  They  even  laughed 
at  ray  tears ;  and  one  of  them  bade  me  be  of 
^od  cheer,  for  I  should  not  want  admirers 
m  Newgate.  At  that  instant  a  sea  lienten- 
I  ant  came  inland  seeing  my  plight,  began  to 
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inquire  into  the  circumstances  of  my  misfor- 
tune, when  this  wit  advised  him  to  keep 
clear  of  me,  for  I  was  a  fire-ship.  **  A  fire- 
ship  !"  replied  the  sailor,  "  more  like  a  poor 
galley  in  distress,  that  has  been  boarded  by 
such  a  fire-ship  as  you :  if  so  be  as  that  is 
the  case,  she  stands' in  more  need  of  assist- 
ance. Hark'ee,  my  girl,  how  far  have  you 
overrun  the  constable?"  I  told  him,  that 
the  debt  amounted  to  eleven  pounds,  besides 
the  expense  of  the  writ.  *'An  that  be  all," 
said  he,  **  you  shan't  go  to  the  bilboes  this 
bout."  And  taking  out  his  purse,  paid  the 
money,  discharged  the  bailiff*,  and  teUing  me 
I  had  got  into  the  wron^  port,  advised  me  to 
seek  out  a  more  convenient  harbour,  where 
I  could  be  safely  hove  down,  for  which  pur- 
pose he  made  me  a  present  of  Ave  guineas 
more.  I  was  so  touched  with  this  smgular 
piece  of  generosity,  that,  for  some  time,  I  had 
not  power  to  thank  him.  However,  as  soon 
as  I  had  recollected  myself,  I  begged  the 
favour  of  him  to  go  with  me  to  the  next  tav- 
ern, where  I  explained  the  nature  of  my  dis- 
aster, and  convinced  him  of  the  falsehood  of 
what  was  reported  to  my  prejudice  so  eflfect- 
iially,  that  he  from  that  moment  attached 
himself  to  me,  and  we  lived  in  great  harmony 
together,  until  he  was  obliged  to  go  to  sea, 
where  he  perished  in  a  storm. 

Having  lost  my  benefactor,  and  almost 
consumed  the  remains  of  his  bounty,  I  saw 
myself  in  danger  of  relapsing  into  my  former 
necessity,  and  began  to  be  very  uneasy  at  the 
prospect  of  bailiffs  and  jails ;  when  one  of  the 
sisterhood,  a  little  stale,  advised  me  to  take 
lodgings  in  a  part  of  the  town  where  I  was 
unknown,  and  pass  for  an  heiress,  by  which 
artifice  I  might  entrap  somebody  to  be  my 
husband,  who  would  possibly  be  tu>le  to  allow 
me  a  handsome  maintenance,  or,  at  worst, 
screen  me  from  the  dread  and  danger  of  a  pri- 
son, by  becoming  liable  for  whatever  debts 
I  should  contract.  I  approved  of  this  scheme, 
towards  the  execution  of  which  my  compan- 
ion clubbed  her  wardrobe,  and  undertook  to 
live  with  me  in  quality  of  my  maid ;  with  the 
proviso,  that  she  should  be  reimbursed,  and 
nandsomely  considered  out  of  the  profits  of 
my  success.  She  was  immediately  detached 
to  look  out  for  a  convenient  place,  and  that 
very  day  hired  a  genteel  apartment  in  Park- 
street,  whither  I  moved  in  a  coach  loaded 
with  her  baggage  and  my  own.  I  made  my 
first  appearance  in  a  blue  riding-habit,  trim- 
med with  silver ;  and  my  maid  acted  her  part 
•o  artfullv,  that,  in  a  day  or  two,mv  fame  was 
spread  all  over  the  neighbourhood,  and  I  was 
said  to  be  a  rich  heiress  iust  arrived  from  the 
country.  This  report  brought  a  swarm  of 
gay  young  fellows  about  me;  but  I  soon 
round  them  out  to  be  all  indigent  adventurers 
lUce  myself,  who  crowded  to  me  like  crows 
to  a  dftnion,  with  a  view  of  preying  upon 
my  fortune.  I  maintained,  however,  the  ap- 
pearance   of  wealth   as  long  as  possible, 


in  hopes  of  gaining  some  admirer  more  for 
my  purpose,  and  at  length  attracted  the  re- 
gard of  one  who  would  have  satisfied  my 
wishes,  and  managed  matters  so  well,  that 
a  da^  was  actually  fixed  for  our  nuptials ;  in 
the  mterim  he  begged  leave  to  introduce  an 
intimate  friend  to  me;  which  request,  as  I 
could  not  refuse,  I  had  the  extreme  mortifi- 
cation and  surprise  to  see  next  night,  in  that 
/riend,  my  old  keeper,  Horatio,  who  no 
sooner  beheld  me  than  he  changed  colour, 
but  had  presence  of  mind  to  advance,  and 
salute  me,  bidding  me  (with  a  low  voice)  be 
under  no  apprehension,  for  he  would  not  ex- 
pose me.  In  spite  of  this  assurance,  I  could 
not  recover  myself  so  fiir  as  to  entertain  them, 
but  withdrew  to  my  chamber,  on  pretence  of 
a  severe  headach,  to  the  no  small  concern  of 
my  adorer,  who  took  his  leave  in  the 
tenderest  manner,  and  went  off  with  his 
friend. 

Having  imparted  ijny  situation  to  my  com- 
panion, she  found  it  high  time  for  us  to  de- 
camp, and  that  without  any  noise,  because 
we  were  not  only  indebted  to  our  landlady, 
but  also  to  several  tradesmen  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood. Our  retreat,  therefore,  was  con- 
certed and  executed  in  this  manner:  having 
packed  up  all  our  clothes  and  movables  in 
small  parcels,  she  (on  pretence  of  fetching 
cordials  for  me)  carried  them,  at  several 
times,  to  the  house  of  an  acquaintance,  where 
she  likewise  procured  a  lodging,  to  which 
we  retired  in  the  middle  of  the  night,  when 
every  other  body  in  the  house  was  asleep.  I 
was  now  obliged  to  aim  at  lower  game,  and 
accordingly  spread  my  nets  among  trades- 
people ;  but  found  them  all  too  phlegmatic  or 
cautious  for  my  art  and  attraction ;  till  at 
last  I  became  acquainted  with  you,  on  whom  I 
practised  all  my  dexterity  ; .  not  that  I  believ- 
ed you  had  any  fortune,  or  expectation  of 
one,  but  that  I  might  transfer  the  burden  of 
such  debts  as  I  ha3  incurred,  or  should  con- 
tract, from  myself  to  another,  and  at  the 
same  time  avenge  myself  of  your  sex,  by 
rendering  misenmie  one  who  bore  such  re- 
semblance to  the  wretch  who  ruined  me ;  but 
heaven  preserved  you  from  my  snares,  by  the 
discovery  you  made,  which  was  owing  to  the 
negligence  of  my  maid  in  leaving  the  chamber 
door  unlocked  when  she  went  to  buy  sugar 
for  breakfast.  The  person  in  bed  with  me 
was  a  gentleman  whom  I  had  aUured  the 
night  before,  as  he  walked  homeward,  pretty 
much  elevated  with  liquor ;  for  by  this  time 
my  condition  was  so  low,  that  I  was  forced 
to  turn  out  in  the  twilight  to  the  streets,  in 
hopes  of  prey.  When  I  found  myself  detec- 
ted and  forsaken  by  you,  I  was  fain  to  move 
my  lodging,  and  dwell  two  pair  of  stairs 
higher  than  before.  My  companion  being 
disappointed  in  her  expectations,  left  me,  to 
trade  upon  her  own  bottom ;  and  I  had  no 
other  resource  than  to  venture  forth,  like  the 
owls,  in  the  dark,  to  pick  up  a  precarious  and 
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uncomfortable  subsistence.  I  have  often 
saantered  between  Ludgate-hill  and  Charinfl^- 
croes  a  whole  winter  night,  exposed  not  only 
to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  but  likewise 
to  the  rage  of  hunger  and  thirst,  without 
being  so  happy  as  to  meet  with  one  cully  ; 
then  creep  up  to  my  garret  in  a  deplorable 
draggled  condition,  sneak  to  bed,  and  try  to 
buiy  iny  appetite  and  sorrows  in  sleep. 
When  I  lighted  on  some  rake  or  tradesman 
reelmg  home  drunk,  I  frequently  suffered  th^ 
most  brutal  treatment,  in  spite  of  which  I  was 
obliged  to  affect  gaiety  and  good  humour, 
thou^  my  soul  was  stung  wiui  resentment 
and  disdain,  and  my  heart  loaded  with  grief 
and  affliction.  In  the  course  of  these  noc- 
turnal adventures  I  was  infected  with  the 
disease,  that,  in  a  short  time,  rendered  me  the 
object  of  my  own  abhorrence,  and  drove  me  to 
the  retreat  where  your  benevolence  rescued 
me  from  the  jaws  of  death. 

So  much  candour  and  good  sense  appeared 
in  this  ladjy's  narration,  that  I  made  no  scru- 
ple of  believing  every  syllable  of  what  she 
said,  and  expressed  my  astonishment  at  the 
variety  of  miseries  she  had  undergone  in  so 
little  time:    for  all  her   misfortunes    had 
happened  within  the  compass  of  two  years. 
I  compared  her  situation  with  my  own,  and 
found  it  a  thousand  times  more  wretched. 
I  had  endured  hardships,  it  is  true ;  my  whole 
life  had  been  a  series  of  such  ;  and  when  I 
looked  forward,  the  ^nrospect  was  not  much 
bettered ;  but  Uien  they  were  become  ha- 
bitual to  me,  and  consequently  I  could  bear 
them  with  less  difficulty.    If  one  scheme  of 
li^  should  not  succeed,  I  could  have  re- 
course to  another,  and  so  to  a  third,  veering 
about  to  a  thousand  different  shifts,  accord- 
ing to  the  emergencies  of  my  fate,  with- 
out forfeiting  the  dignity  of  my  character 
beyond  a  power  of  retrieving  it,  or  sub- 
jecting myself  wholly  to  the  caprice  and  bar- 
oarity  of  the  world.     On  the  other  hand,  she 
had  Known  and  relished  the  sweets  of  pros- 
perity ;  she  had  been  brought  up  under  the 
wings  of  an  indulgent  parent,  in  all  the  deli- 
cacies to  which  her  sex  and  rank  entitled 
her :  and,  without  any  extravagance  of  hope, 
entertained  herself  with  the  view  of  uninter- 
rupted happiness  through  the  whole  scene  of 
life.    How  fatal,  then,  now  tormenting,  how 
intolerable,  must  her  reverse  of  fortune  be !  a 
reverse  that  not  only  robs  her  of  these  exter- 
nal comforts,  and  plunges  her  into  all  the 
miseries  of  want,  but  also  murders  her  peace 
of  mind,  and  entails  upon  her  the  curse  of 
eternal  infamy !      Of  all  professions,  I  pro- 
nounced that  of  a  courtezan  the  most  deplo- 
rabliSy  and  her  of  all  courtezans  the  most 
unhappy.     She  allowed  my  observation  to 
be  just  in  the  main,  but  at  the  same  time 
affirmed,  that,  notwithstanding  the  diFgraces 
which  had  fiUlen  to  her  share,  she  had  not 


been  so  unlucky  in  the  condition  of  a  prosti- 
tute, as  many  others  of  the  same  community. 
"I  have  often  seen,"  said  she,  *' while  I 
strolled  about  the  streets  at  midnight,  a  num- 
ber of  naked  wretches  reduced  to  rags  and 
filth,  huddled  together  like  swine,  in  the  cor- 
ner of  a  dark  alley ;  some  of  whom,  but 
eighteen  months  before,  I  had  known  the 
&vourite8  of  the  town,  rolling  in  affluence, 
and  glittering  in  all  the  pomp  of  equipage  and 
dress.  And  indeed  the  gradation  is  easily 
conceived:  the  most  fashionable  woman  of  the 
town  is  as  liable  to  a  contagion  as  one  in  a 
much  humbler  sphere ;  she  infects  her  ad^ 
mirers  ;  her  situation  is  public  ;  she  is  avoid* 
ed,  neglected,  unable  to  support  her  usual 
appearance,  which,  however,  she  strives  to 
maintain  as  long  as  possible ;  her  credit  fails ; 
she  is  obliged  to  retrench,  and  become  a 
night-walker ;  her  malady  ^ns  ground ;  she 
tampers  with  her  constitution,  and  ruins  it ; 
her  complexion  fades;  she  grows  nauseous  to 
every  bodjr ;  finds  herself  reduced  to  a  starv- 
ing condition ;  is  tempted  to  pick  pockets  ; 
is  detected ;  committed  to  Newgate,  where 
she  remains  in  a  miserable  condition  till  she 
is  discharged,  because  the  plaintiff  will  not 
appear  to  prosecute  her.  Nobody  will  afford 
her  lodging ;  the  symptoms  of  her  distemper 
are  grown  outrageous  ;  she  sues  to  be  admit- 
ted into  an  hospital,  where  she  is  cured  at  the 
expense  of  her  nose  ;  she  is  turned  out  naked 
into  the  street*,  depends  upon  the  addresses 
of  the  lowest  class,  is  fain  to  allay  the  rage  of 
hunger  and  cold  with  gin  ;  degenerates  into  a 
brutal  insensibility,  rots  and  dies  upon  a  dung- 
hill. Miserable  wretch  that  I  am  !  perhaps 
the  same  horrors  are  decreed  for  me  !  No," 
cried  she,  after  some  pause,  ^*  I  shall  neve^ 
live  to  such  extremity  of  distress  !  My  own  4 
hand  shall  open  a  way  for  my  deliverance, 
before  I  arrive  at  that  forlorn  period !"  Her 
condition  filled  me  with  sympathy  and  com- 
passion ;  I  revered  her  qualifications,  looked 
upon  her  as  unfortunate,  not  criminal,  and 
attended  her  with  such  care  and  success,  that, 
in  less  than  two  months,  her  health,  as  well 
as  my  own,  was  perfectly  re-established.  As 
we  often  conferred  upon  our  mutual  afiairs, 
and  interchanged  advice,  a  thousand  different 
projects  were  formed,  which,  upon  further 
canvassing,  appeared  impracticable.  We 
would  have  gladly  ^ne  to  service  ;  but  who 
would  take  us  in  without  recommendation  ? 
At  length  an  expedient  occurred  to  her,  of 
which  she  intenaed  to  lay  hold  ;  and  this  was 
to  procure,  with  the  first  money  she  could 
earn,  the  homely  garb  q^  a  country  wench,  go 
to  some  village  at  a  good  distance  from 
town,  and  come  up  in  a  wagon,  as  a  fresh 
girl  for  service ;  by  which  means  she  mi^ht  be 
provided  for  in  a  manner  much  more  suitable 
to  her  inclination  than  her  present  way 
oflife. 
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lam  reduced  to  great  mUertf  assaulted 
en  Tawer^hiU  hy  a  press-gang,  who  put 
tne  on  board  a  tender—mu  usage  there — 
my  arrival  on  board  of  the  Thunder^ 
man  of  war,  where  I  am  put  in  irons,  pnd 
afterwards  released  by  the  good  offices 
of  Mr  Thomson,  who  recommends  me  as 
an  assistant  to  the  surgeon — he  relates 
his  own  story,  and  makes  me  acquainted 
with  the  characters  of  the  captain,  sur^ 
geout  and  first  mate. 

I  APPLAiTDED  the  resolution  of  Miss  Wil- 
liams,  who,  a  few  days  afler,  was  hired  in 
quality  of  bar-keeper,  by  one  of  the  ladies 
who  had  witnessed  in  her  behalf  at  the  Mar- 
Ahalsea,  and  who,  since  that  time,  had  got 
credit  with  a  wine  merchant,  whose  favour- 
ite she  was,  to  set  up  a  convenient  house  of 
her  own.  Thither  my  fellow-lod^r  repaired, 
after  having  taken  leave  of  me  with  a  torrent 
of  tears,  and  a  thousand  protestations  of 
eternal  gratitude ;  assuring  me  she  would  re- 
main in  this  situation  no  longer  than  she 
should  pick  up  money  sufficient  to  put  her 
other  design  in  execution. 
'  As  fiff  my  own  part,  I  saw  no  resource 
but  the  army  or  navy;  between  which  I 
hesitated  so  lon^,  that  I  found  myself  re- 
duced to  a  starving  condifion.  My  spirit 
began  to  accommodate  itself  to  my  begffarly 
&te,  and  I  became  so  mean  as  to  go  down 
towards  Wapping,  with  an  intention  to  in- 

3 aire  for  an  old  school-fellow,  who,  I  un- 
erstood,  had  got  the  command  of  a  small 
coasting  vessel,  then  in  the  river,  and  im- 
plore his  assistance.  But  my  destiny  pre- 
vented this  abject  piece  of  behaviour;  for, 
as  I  crossed  Tower-wharf,  a  squat  tawny 
fellow,  with  a  hanger  by  his  side,  and  a  cud- 
gel in  his  hand,  came  up  to  me,  calling, — 
'^Yo,  ho!  brother,  you  must  come  along 
with  me  !*'  As  I  did  not  like  his  appear- 
ance, instead  of  answering  his  salutation,  I 
quickened  my  pace,  in  hope  of  ridding  my- 
self of  his  company ;  upon  which  he  whistled 
aloud,  and  immediately  another  sailor  ap- 
peared before  me,  who  laid  hold  of  me  by 
the  collar,  and  began  to  drag  me  along. 
Not  being  in  a  humour  to  relish  such  treat- 
ment, I  £sengaeed  myself  of  the  assailant, 
and,  with  one  Mow  of  my  cudgel,  laid  him 
motionless  on  the  ground;  and  perceiving 
myself  surrounded  in  a  trice,  by  ten  or  a  do- 
zen more,  exerted  myself  with  such  dex- 
terity and  success,  that  some  of  my  oppo- 
nents were  fain  to  attack  me  with  drawn 
cutlasses;  and,  after  an  obstinate  engage- 
ment, in  which  I  received  a  large  wound  on 
my  head,  and  another  on  my  left  cheek,  I 
was  '^sarmed,  taken  prisoner,  and  carried 
on  board  a  pressing  tender,  where,  after  be- 
ing pinioned  like  a  malefactor,  I  was  thruM 


down  into  the  hold  among  a  parcel  of  miser- 
able wretches,  the  sight  of  whom  well  nigh 
distracted  me.  As  the  commanding  offi- 
cer had  not  humanity  enough  to  order  my 
wounds  to  be  dressed,  and  I  could  not  use 
my  own  hands,  I  desired  one  of  my  felllow- 
captives,  who  was  unfettered,  to  take  a  hand- 
kerchief out  of  my  pocket,  and  tie  it  round 
my  head  to  stop  the  bleeding.  He  pulled 
out  my  handkerchief,  'tis  true,  but,  instead 
of  applying  it  to  the  use  Ibr  which  I  designed 
it,  went  to  the  grating  of  the  hatchway,  and, 
with  astonishing  composure,  sold  it  before 
my  face  to  a  liumboat  woman,*  then  on 
board,  for  a  quart  of  gin,  with  which  he 
treated  my  companions,  regardless  of  my 
circumstances  and  entreaties. 

I  complained  bitterly  of  this  robbery  to  the 
midshipman  on  deck,  telling  him  at  the  same 
time,  that,  unless  my  hurts  were  dressed,  I 
should  bleed  to  death.  But  compassion  was 
a  weakness  of  which  no  man  could  justly 
accuse  this  person,  who,  squirting  a  mouth- 
ful of  dissolved  tob^co  upon  me,  through 
the  gratings,  told  me^— "  I  was  a  mutinous 

dog,  and  that  I  might  die  and  be  d d." 

— rinding  thera  was  no  other  remedy,  I  ap- 
pealed to  patience,  and  laM  up  this  usage  in 
my  memory,  to  be  recalled  at  a  fitter  season. 
In  the  mean  time,  loss  of  blood,  vexation, 
and  want  of  food,  contributed,  with  the  noi- 
some  stench  of  the  place,  to  throw  me  int(^ 
a  swoon,  out  of  which  I  was  recovered  by  a 
tweak  of  the  nose,  administered  by  the  tar 
who  stood  centinel  over  us,  who  at  the  same 
time  regaled  me  with  a  draught  of  flip,  and 
comforted  me  with  the  hopes  of  being  put 
board  the  Thunder  next  day,  where  I 


on 

should  be  freed  of  my  handcuffs,  and  cured 
of  my  wounds  by  the  doctor.  I  no  sooner 
heard  him  name  the  Thunder,  than  I  asked 
if  he  had  belonged  to  that  ship  longi  and 
he  giving  me  to  understand  he  had  be- 
longed to  her  five  years,  I  inquired  if 
he  knew  Lieutenant  Bowling  ?  **  Know 
Lieutenant  Bowling,"  said  h%  *'odds  my 
life !  and  that  I  do ;  and  a  good  seaman  he 
is,  as  ever  stepped  upon  forecastle, — ^d  a 
brave  fellow  as  ever  cracked  biscuit  ;-fih^ne 
of  your  guinea  pigs, — nor  your  fresh-water, 
wishy-washy,  fair-weather  fowls.  Many  a 
tough  gale  of  wind  has  honest  Tom  Bowlinff 
and  I  weathered  together.  Here's  his  health 
with  all  my  heart,  wherever  he  is,  a-loft  or 
a-low — in  heaven  or  in  hell — all's  one  for 
that — he  needs  not  be  ashamed  to  show  him- 
self." I  was  so  much  affected  with  this 
eulogium,  that  I  could  not  refrain  from  telling 
him  that  I  was  Lieutenant  Bowling's  kinsman ; 
in  consequence  of  which  connexion  4ie  ex- 
pressed an  inclination  to  serve  me,  and  when 

*  A  bumboat  woman  is  one  who  sells  bread, 
eheese,  greens,  liquor,  and  fr^h  provisions  to 
the  sailors,  in  a  small  boat  that  lies  alongside 
the  ship. 
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he  was  relieved,  brought  some  cold  boiled 
beef  in  a  pUtter,  and  biscuit,  on  which  we 
supped  plentifully,  and  afterwards  drank 
another  can  of  flip  together.  While  we 
were  thus  engaged,  he  recounted  a  great 
many  exploits  of  my  uncle,  who,  I  found,  was 
venr  much  beloved  by  the  sliip's  company, 
and  pitied  for  the  misfortune  that  had  hap- 
pened to  him  in  Hispaniola,  which,  I  was 
verv  glad  to  be  informed,  was  not  so  great 
as  1  imagined;  for  Captain  Oakum  had  re- 
covered of  his  wounds,  and  actually  at  that 
time  commanded  the  ship.  Having,  by  ac- 
cident, in  my  pocket  my  uncle's  letter, 
written  from  Port  Louis,  I  gave  it  to  py 
beneftctor  (whose  name  was  Jack  Rattlm) 
for  his*  perusal;  but  honest  Jack  told  me 
frankly  ne  could  not  read,  and  desired  to 
know  the  contents:  which  I  immediately 
communicated.  When  he  heard  that  part 
of  it  in  which  he  says  he  had  written  to  his 
landlord  in  Deal,  he  cried, — **Bodv  o'me! 
that  was  old  Ben  Block — he  was  dead  be- 
fore the  letter  came  t|^  hand.  E^,  ey,  had 
Ben  been  alive.  Lieutenant  Bowlmg  would 
have  had  no  occasion  to  skulk  so  long. 
Hone#  Ben  was  the  first  gian  that  taught 
him  to  hand,  reff  and  steer. — Well,  well, 
we  must  all  die,  that's  certain,  we  must  all 
come  to  port  sooner  or  later— at  sea,  or  on 
shore;  we  must  be  fast  moored  one  day; — 
^death's  like  the  best  bower  anchor,  as  the 
*sayidg  is,  it  will  bring  us  all  up."  I  could 
not  but  signify  my  approbation  of  the  just- 
ness of  Jack's  reflections ;  and  inquired  into 
the  occasion  of  the  quarrel  between  Captain 
Oakum  and  my  uncle ;  which  he  explained 
in  this  manner. — '*  Captain  Oakum,  to  be 
sure,  is  a  good  man  enough, — besides,  he's 
my  commander; — but  what's  that  to  me? — 
I  do  my  duty,  and  value  no  man's  anger  of 
a  rope's  end. — Now  the  report  goes  as  how 
he's  a  lord,  or  baron  knight's  brother,  where- 
,  by,  d'ye  see  me,  he  carries  a  straight  arm,  and 
keeps  ^oof  from  his  officers,  thof,  mayhap, 
they  may  be^  good  men  in  the  main  as  he. 
Now,  we  lying  at  anchor  in  Tuberoon  bav, 
Lieutenant  Bowling  had  the  middle  watch, 
and  as  he  always  kept  ^  good  look  out,  he 
made,  d've  see,  three  li^ts  in  the  offing, 
whereby  he  ran  down  to  the  great  cabin  for 
orders,  and  found  the  captain  asleep;  where- 
upon he  waked  him,  which  put  him  in  a 
main  high  passion,  and  he  swore  woundilv 
at  the  lieutenant,  and  called  him  lousy  Scotcn 

son  of  a  w (for  I  being  then  sentinel  in 

the  steerage,  heard  all),  and  swab,  and  lub- 
ber, wherry  the  lieutenant  returned  the  sa- 
lule,  and  they  jawed  together,  fore  and  aft, 
a  gooi'Bpell,  till  at  last  the  caption  turned 
out,  «id  laying  hold  of  a  rattan,  came 
athwart  Mr  Bowling's  quarter ;  whereby  he 
told  the  oaptai^,  that,  if  he  was  not  his  com- 
nander,  he  wnM  heave  him  overboard,  and 
demanded  ssEoKction  ashore ;  wherebv,  in 
the  morning  watch  the  captain  went  ashore 


in  the  pinnace,  and  afterwards  the  lieutenant 
carried  the  cutter  ashore ;  and  so  they,  leav* 
iog  the  boats'  crews  on  their  oara,  went  away 
together;  and  so,  d'ye  see,  in  less  than  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  we  heard  firing,  whereby 
we  made  for  the  place,  and  found  the  captain 
lying  wounded  on  the  beach,  and  so  brought 
him  on  board  to  the  doctor,  who  cured  hiia 
in  less  than  six  weeks.  But  the  lieutenant 
clapped  on  all  the  sail  be  could  bear,  and  had 
got  far  enough  a-head  before  we  knew  any 
thing  of  the  matter ;  so  that  we  could  never 
after  get  sight  of  him,  for  which  we  were 
not  sorry,  because  the  captain  was  mainly 
wroth,  and  would  certainly  have  done  him  a 
miBchief ;— -for  he  afterwards  caused  him  to 
be  run  on  the  ship's  books,  whereby  he  lost 
all  his  pay,  and  if  he  should  be  taken  would 
be  tried  as  a  deserter." 

This  account  of  the  captain's  behaviour 
ga^e  me  no  advantageous  idea  of  his  cluu 
racter;  and  I  could  not  help  lamenting  my 
own  fiite,  that  had  subjected  me  to  such  a 
commander.  However,  making  a  virtue  of 
necessity,  I  put  a  good  face  on  the  matter, 
and  next  day  was,  with  the  other  pressed 
men,  put  on  board  of  the  Thunder,  lying  at 
the  Nore.  When  we  came  alongside,  the 
mate,  who  guarded  us  thither,  onlered  my 
handcuffs  to  oe  taken  off,  that  I  might  get  on 
board  the  easier.  This  circumstance  being 
perceived  by  some  of  the  company,  who 
stood  upon  the  l^ng-boards  to  see  us  enter. 


one  of  them  called  to  Jack  Rattlin,  who  was 
busied  in  doing  this  friendly  office  for  me, — 
"  Hev,  Jack,  what  Newgate  gallev  have  you 
boarded  in  the  river  as  you  came  along  ?  have 
we  not  thieves  enow  among  us  already!" 
Another  observing  my  wounds,  which  re- 
mained exposed  to  the  air,  told  me  my  seams 
were  uncaulked,  and  that  I  must  he  new 
payed.  A  thixd,  seeing  my  hair  clotted 
together  with  blood,  as  it  were,  into  distinct 
cords,  took  notice,  that  my  bows  were  man- 
ned with  the  red  ropes,  instead  of  my  side. 
A  fourth  asked  me  if  I  could  not  keep  my 
yards  square  without  iron  braces  ?  And,  in 
short,  a  thousand  witticisms  of  the  same  na- 
ture were  passed  upon  me  before  I  could  get 
up  the  ship's  side.  After  we  had  been  all 
entered  upon  the  ship's  books,  I  in^ired  of 
one  of  my  shipmates  where  the  surgeon  was, 
that  I  might  have  my  wounds  dressed ;  and 
had  actuuly  got  as  far  as  the  middle  deck, 
for  our  ship  carried  eif  hty  guns,  in  my  way 
to  the  cock-pit,  when  I  was  met  by  the  same 
midshipman  who  had  used  me  so  barbarously 
in  the  tender :  he,  seeing  me  free  from  my 
chains,  asked,  with  an  insolent  air,  who  had 
released  me?  To  this  question  I  foolishly 
answered,  with  a  countenance  that  toojplain« 
ly  declared  the  state  of  my  thouffhts^— 
*'  Whoever  did  it,  I  am  persuaded,  aid  not 
consult  you  in  the  affair.'*  I  had  no  sooner 
uttered  these  words,  than  he  cried — '<Daaui 
you,  you  saucy  son  of  a  b— ^  I'U  teach  yo« 
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to  talk  80  to  your  officer."  So  sayingr,  he 
bestowed  on  me  several  severe  stripes  with  a 
^pple-jack  he  had  in  his  hand ;  and  going  to 
thecommandini^  officer,  made  such  a  report  of 
me,  that  I  was  immediately  put  in  irons  by 
the  master  at  arms,  and  a  centind  placed 
over  me.  Honest  Rattlin,  as  soon  as  he 
heard  of  my  condition,  came  to  me,  and  ad- 
ministered all  the  consolation  he  could,  and 
then  went  to  the  surgeon  in  my  behalf,  who 
sent  one  of  his  mates  to  dress  my  wounds. 
This  mate  wss  no  other  than  my  old  friend 
Thomson,  with  whom  I  became  acquainted 
at  the  navy-office,  as  before  mentioned.  If 
I  knew  him  at  first  sight,  it  was  not  easy 
for  him  to  recofipoise  me,  disfigured  with  blood 
and  dirt,  and  altered  by  the  misery  I  had  un* 
dergone.  Unknown  as  I  was  to  him,  he 
surveyed  me  with  looks  of  compassion,  and 
bandied  my  sores  with  great  tenderness. 
When  he  liad  applied  what  he  thoufffat  pro- 
per, and  was  about  to  leave  me,  I  asked  him 
if  my  misfortunes  had  disguised  me  so  much 
that  he  could  not  recollect  my  face?  Upon 
this  address,  he  observed  me  with  great  ear- 
nestness for  some  time,  and  at  length  pro- 
tested h^  could  not  recollect  One  feature  of 
my  countenance.  To  keep  him  no  longer 
if  suspense,  I  told  him  my  name;  which, 
when  he  heard,  he  embraced  me  with  affeo- 
tion,  and  professed  his  sorrow  at  seeing  me 
in  such  a  disagreeable  situation.  I  made 
him  acquainted  with  mv  story;  and,  when 
he  heard  how  inhumanly  I  had  been  used 
in  the  tender,  he  left  me  abruptly,  sssuring 
me  I  should  see  him  again  soon.  I  had 
scsrce  time  to  wonder  at  his  sudden  depar- 
ture, when  the  master  at  arms  came  to  the 
place  of  my  confinement,  and  bade  me  follow 
nim  to  the  quarter-deck,  where  I  was  exam- 
ined b^  the  first  lieutenant,  who  commanded 
the  ship  in  the  absence  of  the  captain,  touch- 
ing the  treatment  I  had  received  in  the  ten- 
der from  my  firiend  the  midshipman,  who 
was  present  lo  confVont  me.  I  recounted 
the  particulars  of  his  behaviour  to  me,  not 
only  in  the  tender,  but  sinc^  my  being  on 
board  the  ship,  part  of  which  being  proved 
by  the  evidence  of  Jack  Rattlin  and  others, 
who  had  no  great  devotion  for  my  oppressor, 
I  was  discharged  from  confinement,  to  make 
way  for  him,  who  was  delivered  to  the  mas- 
ter at  arms,  to  take  his  turn  in  the  bilboes. 
And  this  was  not  the  only  satisfaction  I  en- 
joyed ;  for  I  was,  at  the  request  of  the  sur- 
geon, exempted  from  aU  other  duty  than  that 
of  assisting  bis  mates  in  making  and  admin- 
istering medicines  to  the  sick.  This  good 
office  f  owed  to  the  firiendship  of  Mr  Thom- 
son, who  bad  represented  me  in  such  a 
favourable  light  to  the  surgeon,  that  he  de- 
manded me  of  the  lieutenant  to  supply  the 
^aOB  of  his  third  mate,  who  was  lately  dead, 
when  I  bad  obtained  this  fkvour,  my  friend 
Tbomson  cazried  me  down  to  the  cock-pit, 
wbi^  is  the  place  Plotted  for  the  habitation 


of  the  surgeon's  mates :  and  when  be  bad 
shown  me  their  berth  (as  he  called  it),  I  was 
filled  with  astonishment  and  horror.  We 
descended  by  divers  ladders  to  a  space  as 
dark  as  a  dungeon,  which  I  understood  was 
immersed  several  feet  under  water,  bc^ng 
immediately  above  the  hold.  I  had  no  sooner 
approached  this  dismal  gulf,  than  my  nose 
was  saluted  with  an  intc^rable  stench  of 
f)utrified  cheese  and  rancid  butter,  that  issued 
from  an  apartment  at  the  foot  of  the  ladder, 
rambling  a  chandler's  shop,  where,  by  the 
fiunt  glimmering  of  a  candle,  I  could  per- 
ceive a  man  with  a  pale  meagre  coimtenance, 
sitting  behind  a  kind  of  desk,  having  spec 
tacles  on  his  nose,  and  a  pen  in  bis  htfnd. 
This  (I  learned  of  Mr  Thomson)  was  the 
ship's  steward,  who  sat  there  to  distribute 
provision  to  the  several  niessQS,-and  to  marie 
what  each  received.  He  therefore  presented 
my  name  to  him,  and  desired  I  might  be 
entered  in  his  mess ;  then,  taking  a  light  in 
his  hand,  conducted  me  to  the  place  of  his 
residence,  which  was  a  square  of  about  six 
feet,  surrounded  with  the  medicine  chest, 
that  of  the  first  mate,  his  own,  and  a  board, 
by  way  of  tabloijastened  to  the  after  ^wder- 
room:  it  was  also  incited  with  canvas 
nailed  round  to  the  beams  of  the  ship,  to 
screen  us  from  the  cold,  as  well  as  from  the 
viei^  of  the  midshipmen  and  quarter-masters, 
who  lodged  within  the  cable  tiers  on  eac|| 
side  of  us.  In  this  gloomv  mansion  he  en- 
tertained me  with  some  cola  salt  pork,  which 
he  broufl^t  from  a  sort  of  locker  fixed  above 
the  table ;  and,  calling  for  the  boy  of  the 
mess,  sent  for  a  can  of  beer,  of  which  he 
made  excellent  flip  to  crown  the  banquet. 
Bv  this  time  I  began  to  recover  my  spirits, 
which  had  been  exceedingly  depressed  by 
the  appearance  of  every  thing  about  me,  and 
could  no  longer  refrain  firom  asking  the  par* 
ticulars  of  Mr  Thomson's  fortune,  smce  I  had 
seen  him  in  London.  He  told  me,  thatp 
being  disappointed  in  his  expecta^ons  of 
borrowing  money  to  gratify  4be  rapacious 
secretary  at  the  navy-office,  be  found  him« 
self  utterly  unable  to  subsist  any  lon^^er  in 
town,  and  had  actuiUy  ofibred  his  service,  in 
quality  of  mate,  to  the  surgeon  of  a  merchant's 
ship  bound  to  Guinea  on  the  slaving  trade, 
when  one  morning  a  young  fbllow  with  whom 
he  had  some  acquaintance  came  to  his  lodg- 
ings, and  informed  him  that  be  had  seen  a 
warrant  made  out  in  his  name  at  the  navy« 
office,  for  surgeon's  second  mate  of  a  third 
rate.  This  unexpected  piece  of  good  news 
he  could  scarcely  believe  to  be  true,  more 
especially  as  he  had  been  found  qualified  at 
surgeons'  hall  for  third  mate  only ;  bat,  that 
he  might  not  be  wanting  to  himself,  he  went 
thither  to  be  assured,  and  actually  found  it 
so;  whereupon  demanding  his  warrant,  it 
was  delivered  to  him,  and  &e  oaths  admin- 
istered immediately.  That  very  afternoon 
be  went  to  Gravesm  in  the  tilt-boat,  torn 
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whence  he  took  a  place  in  the  tide-coach  for 
Rochester ;  next  morning  got  on  board  the 
Thunder,  for  which  he  was  appointed,  then 
lying  in  the  harbour  at  Chatham;  and  the 
same  day  was  mustered  by  the  derk  of  the 
cheque.  And  well  it  was  for  him  that  such 
expedition  was  used ;  for,  in  less  than  twelve 
hours  after  his  arrival,  another  William 
Thomson  came  on  board,  affirming  that  he 
was  the  person  for  whom  the  warrant  was 
expedited,  and  that  the  other  was  an  impos- 
tor. My  friend  was  grievously  alarmed  at 
the  accident,  the  more  so  as  his  namesake 
had  very  much  the  advanta^  over  him  both 
in  assurance  and  dress.  However,  to  acquit 
himself  of  the  suspicion  of  imposture,  he  pro- 
duced several  letters  written  from  Scotland 
to  him  in  that  name,  and  recollecting  that 
his  indentures,  were  in  a  box  on  board,  he 
brought  them  up,  and  convinced  all  present 
that  he  had  not  assumed  a  name  which  did 
not  belong  to  him.  His  competitor,  enraged 
that  thev  should  hesitate  in  doing  him  justice 
(for,  to  be  sure,  the  warrant  had  been  de- 
signed for  him),  behaved  with  so  much  inde- 
cent heat,  that  the  commanding  officer  (who 
was  th#  same  gentleman  I^had  seen),  and 
the  surgeon,  werefoffisnded  at  his  presump- 
tion, and,  making  a  point  of  it  with  their 
friends  in  town,  in  less  than  a  week  got  the 
first  confirmed  in  his  station.  <*  I  have  been 
on  board,"  said  he,  **  ever  since,  and,  as  this 
way  of  life  is  become  familiar  to  me,  have 
no  cause  to  complain  of  mj  situation :  the 
surgeon  is  a  fi^ood-natured  indolent  man :  the 
first  mate,  who  is  now  on  shore  on  duty,  is 
indeed  a  little  nroud  and  choleric,  as  all 
Welchmen  are,  out  in  the  main  a  friendly 
honest  fellow:  the  lieutenants  I  have  no 
concern  with ;  and  as  for  the  captain,  he  is 
too  much  of  a  gentleman  to  know  a  surgeon's 
mate  even  by  sight." 


CHAPTER  XXV. 
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The  behaviour  of  Mr  Morgan — his  pridet 
displeasure,  and  generosity — the  economy 
of  our  mess  descrtbed-^  Thomson's  further 
friendship—the  nature  of  my  duty  ex- 
plained— the  sitiuUicn  of  the  sick. 

Whilb  he  was  thus  discoursing  to  me,  we 
heard  a  voice  on  the  cock-pit  ladder  pro- 
nounce with  great  vehemence,  in  a  strange 
dialect, — "  The  devil  and  lus  dam  blow  me 
fVom  the  top  of  Mounchdenny,  if  I  go  to  him 
before  there  is  something  in  my  pelly ;  let  his 
nose  be  as  yellow  as  sanron,  or  as  plue  as  a 
pell  Qook  you),  or  green  as  a  leek,  'tis  all 
one."  To  this  declaration  somebody  an- 
swered,— '*  So  it  seems  my  poor  mess-mate 
must  part  his  cable  for  want  of  a  little  assis- 
tance. His  fone^top-sail  is  loose  already ; 
and  besides,  the  doctor  ordered  you  to  over- 
haul him ;  but  I  see  you  don't  mind  what 


your  master  says."  Here  he  was  interrupted 
with — '*  Splunter  and  oons  I  you  lousy  tog, 
who  do  you  call  my  master  1  get  you  gone  t^ 
the  doctor,  and  tell  him  my  birth,  and  educa*> 
tion,  and  my  ahilities,  and  moreover  my  be- 
haviour, is  as  good  as  his,  or  any  shentleman's 
(no  disparagement  to  him)  in  the  whole  world- 
Got  plesB  my  soul !  does  he  think,  or  con- 
ceive, or  imagine,  that  I  am  a  horse,  or  an 
ass,  or  a  goat,  to  trudge  backwards  and  for- 
wards, and  upwards,  and  downwards,  and  by 
sea  and  by  land,  at  liis  will  and  pleasure  ?  go 
your  ways,  you  rapscallion,  and  tell  Dr  At- 
kins, that  I  desire  and  request  that  he  will 
give  a  look  upon  the  tying  man,  and  order 
something  for  him  if  he  be  tead  or  alive,  and 
I  will  see  him  take  it  by  and  by,  when  my 
craving  stomach  is  satisfied,  look  you."  At 
this  the  other  went  away,  saying,  that  if  they 
would  serve  him  so  when  he  was  dying,  by 
G — d  he  would  be  foul  of  Uiem  in  the  other 
world.  Here  Mr  Thomson  let  me  know  that 
the  person  we  heard  was  Mr  Morgan,  the 
first  mate,  who  was  just  come  on  board  from 
the  hospital,  whither  he  had  attended  some 
of  the  sick  in  the  morning.  At  the  same 
time  I  saw  him  come  into  the  birth.  He  was 
a  short  thick  man,  with  a  face  gamisfied  with 
pimples,  a  snub-nose  turned  up  at  the  end,  an 
excessive  wide  mouth,  and  little  fierce  eyes*, 
surrounded  with  skin  puckered  up  in  innu- 
merable wrinkles.  My  friend  immediately 
made  him  acquainted  with  my  case ;  when 
he  regarded  me  with  a  very  lofty  look,  but 
without  speaking,  set  down  a  bundle  he  had 
in  his  hand,  and  approached  the  cupboard, 
which,  when  he  had  opened,  he  exclaimed, 
in  a  great  passion, — "  Cot  is  my  life !  all  the 
pork  is  gone,  as  I  am  a  Christian."  Thom* 
son  then  gave  him  to  understand,  that  as  I 
had  been  brought  on  board  half  famished,  he 
could  do  no  less  than  entertain  me  with  what 
was  in  the  locker;  and  the  rather  as  he  had 
bid  the  steward  enter  me  in  the  mess.  Whe« 
ther  this  disappointment  made  Mr  Morgan 
more  peevish  than  usual,  or  he  really  thought 
himself  too  little  regarded  by  his  follow  mate, 
I  know  not,  but  after  some  pause,  he  went 
on  in  this  manner, — **Mr  Thomson,  perhaps 
you  do  not  use  me  with  all  the  good  manners, 
and  complaisance,  and  respect,  look-yoa,  that 
becomes  you,  because  you  have  not  vouch- 
safed  to  advise  with  me  in  this  affiiir.  I  have, 
in  my  time,  look  you,  been  a  man  of  some 
weight  and  substance,  and  consideration,  and 
have  kept  house  and  home,  and  paid  scot  and 
lot,  and  the  king's  taxes ;  ay,  and  maintained 
a  fiimily  to  boot.    And  moreover,  also,  I  am 

Sour  senior,  and  your  elder,  and  your  petter, 
Ir  Thomson."  "My  elder  I'll  allow  you 
to  be,  but  not  my  better,"  cried  Thomson, 
with  some  heat.  "  Cot  is  my  saviour  and 
witness  too,"  said  Morgan,  with  great  yehe- 
mence,  "  that  I  am  more  elder,  and  therefore 
more  petter  by  many  years  thanyou."  Fearw 
ing  this  dispute  might  be  attenoed  with  8om« 
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bad  consequeDce,  I  interpoeed,  and  told  Mr 
Morgan  I  was  very  aonry  for  having  been  the 
occasion  of  any  difference  between  him  and 
the  second  mate ;  and  that  rather  than  cause 
the  least  breach  in  their  good  anderstandingr, 
I  would  eat  my  allowance  by  myself,  or  seek 
admission  into  some  other  company.    But 
Thomson,  with  more  spirit  than  discretion 
(as  I  thought),  insisted  upon  my  remaining 
where  he  bad  appointed  me ;  and  observed, 
that  no  man  possessed  of  generosity  and 
compassion  would  have  any  objection  to  it, 
considering  my  birth  and  talents,  and  the 
misfortunes  I  had  of  late  so  unjustly  under- 
gone.   This  was  touching  Mr  Morgan  on 
the  right  key,  who  protested,  with  great 
earnestness,  that  he  had  no  objection  to  my 
being  received  in  the  mess  :  but  only  com- 
plained, that  the  ceremony  of  asking  his  con* 
sent  was  not  observed.    *'  As  for  a  shentle- 
roan  in  distress,"  said  he,  shaking  me  by  the 
hand,  '*  I  lofe  him  as  I  lofe  ray  own  powels; 
^r.  Got  help  me!  I  have  had  vexations 
enough  upon  my  own  pack."    And,  as  I 
aAerwards  learned,  in  so  saying  he  spoke  no 
more  than  wh^  was  true ;  for  he  had  been 
once  settled  in  a  very  good  situation  in  Gla- 
morganshire, and  was  ruined  by  being  security 
for  an  acquaintance.    All  differences  being 
composed,  he  untied  his  bundle,  which  con- 
sisted of  three  bunches  of  onions,  and  a 
Seat  lump  of  Cheshire  cheese,  vmipt  up  in  a 
ndkerchief ;  and,  taking  some  biscuit  from 
the  cupboard,  fell  to  with  a  keen  appetite,  in- 
viting us  to  a  share  of  the  repast.    When  he 
had  red  heartily  on  his  homely  fare,  he  filled 
a  laise  cup,  made  of  a  cocoa-nut  shell,  with 
brandy,  and  drinking  it  off,  said,  "  prandy 
is  the  best  menstruum  for  onion  and  cheese." 
His  hunger  being  appeased,  he  began  to  be 
in  better  numour ;  and,  being  inquisitive  about 
my  birth,  no  sooner  understood  that  I  was 
descended  of  a  good  family,  than  he  discover- 
ed a  particular  good  will  to  me  on  that  ac- 
count, deducing  his  own  pedigree  in  a  direct 
line  from  the  famous  Caractacus,  king  of  the 
Britons,  who  was  first  the  prisoner,  and  after- 
wards the  friend  of  Claudius  Ctesar.    Per- 
ceivinff  how  much  I^was  reduced  in  point  of 
Hnen,  he  made  me  a  present  of  two  good  ruf- 
fled shirts,  which,  with  two  more  of  check 
which  1  received  firom  Mr  Thomson,  enabled 
me  to  appear  with  decency.    Meanwhile,  the 
sailor  whom  Mr  Mor^n  bad  sent  to  the  doc- 
tor,  brought  a  prescription  for  his  messmate, 
which,  when  the  Welchman  had  read,  he 
got  up  to  prepare  it,  and  asked  if  the  man 
was    **  tead  or  alive."     "  Dead !   (replied 
Jack)  if  he  was  dead,  he  would  have  no  oc- 
casion for  doctor's  stuff.    No,  thank  God, 
death  ha'nt  as  yet  boarded  him,  but  they  have 
been  yard  arm  and  yard  arm  these  three 

S asses."    <*  Are  his  eyes  openi"  continued 
e  mate.    *'  Wb  starboard  eye,"  said  the 
sailor,  *'  is  open,  but  fkst  jammed  in  his  head: 
and  the  haulyardf  of  his  undeijaw  have  given  I 
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way."  "  Passion  of  my  heart  I"  cried  Mor- 
gan,  '*  the  man  is  as  pad  as  one  would  desire 
to  be !  did  you  feel  his  pulse  1"  To  this  the 
other  replied  witbt  *'aiian1"  Upon  which 
this  Cambro -Briton,  with  great  earnestness 
and  humanity,  ordered  the  tar  to  run  to  his 
messmate,  and  keep  him  alive  till  he  should 
come  with  the  medicine,  *'  and  then,"  said  he, 
"yol^  shall  peradventure  pehold  what  you 
shall  see."  The  poor  fellow,  with  great  sim- 
plicity, ran  to  the  place  where  the  sick  man 
lay,  but,  in  less  than  a  minute,  returned  with 
a  woful  countenance,  and  told  us  his  comrade 
had  struck.  Morgan  hearing  this,  exclaimed 
— "Mercy  upon  my  salvation !  why  did  you 
not  stop  him  till  I  came  ?"  '*  Stop  him !" 
said  the  other,  '*  I  hailed  him  several  times, 
but  he  was  too  far  on  his  way,  and  the  enemy 
had  got  possession  of  his  close  quarters :  so 
that  he  did  not  mind  me."  "  Well,  well," 
said  he,  "  we  all  owe  Heaven  a  teath.  Go 
your  ways,  you  ra^^gamuffin,  and  take  an  ex- 
ample and  a  warning,  look  you,  and  repent 
of  your  misteets."  So  saying,  he  pushed  the 
seaman  out  of  the  berth. 

While  he  entertained  us  with  reflections 
suitable  to  this  event,  we  heard  the  boatswain 

f)ipe  to  dinner ;  and  immediately  the  boy  be- 
onging  to  our  mess  ran  to  the  locker,  ih>m 
whence  he  carried  off  a  large  wooden  platter, 
and  in  a  few  minutes  returned  with  it  full  of 
boiled  peas,  ciying,  "  scalding,"  all  the  way 
as  he  came.  The  cloth,  consisting  of  a  piece 
of  an  old  sail,  was  instantly  laid,  covered 
with  three  plates,  which,  by  the  colour,  I 
could  with  difficulty  discern  to  be  metal,  and 
as  many  spoons  of  the  same  composition,  two 
of  which  were  curtailed  in  the  handles,  and 
the  other  abridged  in  the  lip.  Mr  Morgan 
himself  enriched  this  mass  with  a  lump  of 
salt  butter,  scooped  from  an  old  gallipot,  and 
a  handful  of  onions  shorn,  with  some  pounded 
pepper.  I  was  not  very  much  tempted  with 
the  appearance  of  this  dish,  of  which,  never- 
theless, my  messmates  eat  heartily,  and  ad- 
vised me  to  foUow  their  example,  as  it  was 
banyan-day,  and  we  could  have  Ho  meat  till 
next  noon.  But  I  had  already  laid  in  suffi- 
cient for  the  occasion ;  and  therefore  desired 
to  be  excused,  expressing  a  curiosity  to  know 
the  meaning  of  banyan-day.  They  told  me, 
that  on  Mondays,  Wednesdays,  and  Fridays, 
the  ship's  company  had  no  allowance  of  meat, 
and  that  these  meagre  days  were  called  ban- 
yan-days, the  reason  of  which  they  did  not 
know ;  but  I  have  since  learned,  they  take 
their  denomination  from  a  set  of  devotees  in 
some  parts  of  the  East  Indies  who  never  taste 
flesh. 

After  dinner,  Thomson  led  me  round  the 
ship,  showed  me  the  diflbrent  parts,  described 
their  uses,  and,  as  far  as  he  could,  made  me 
acquainted  with  the  particulars  of  the  disci- 
pline and  economy  practised  on  board.  He 
then  demanded  of  the  boatswain  a  hammock 
for  me,  which  was  slung  in  a  very  neat  man* 
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ner  by  my  friend  Jack  Rattlin  ;  and  as  I  had 
no  bed-clothes,  procured  credit  forme  with  the 
purser  for  a  mattrass  and  two  blankets.  At 
seven  o'clock  in  the  evening,  Morgan  visited 
the  sick,  and  having  order^  what  was  pro- 
per for  each,  I  assisted  Thomson  in  making 
up  his  prescriptions ;  but  when  I  followed 
hun  with  the  medicines  into  the  sick  berth  or 
hospital,  and  observed  the  situations  of  the 
patients,  I  was  much  less  surprised  that  peo- 
ple should  die  on  board,  than  that  any  sick 
person  should  recover.  Here  I  saw  about 
nfly  miserable  distempered  wretches,  sus- 
pended in  rows,  so  huddled  one  upon  another, 
that  not  more  than  fourteen  inches  space  was 
allotted  for  each,  with  his  bed  and  bedding ; 
and  deprived  of  the  li^ht  of  the  day,  as  well 
as  of  fresh  air ;  breathing  nothing  but  a  noi- 
some  atmosphere  of  the  morbid  steams  ex- 
baling  from  their  own  excrements  and  dis- 
eased bodies,  devoured  with  vermin  hatched 
in  the  filth  that  surrounded  them,  and  desti- 
tute of  every  convenience  necessary  for  peo- 
ple in  that  helpless  condition. 


CHAPTER  XXVI. 

A  disagreeable  accident  happens  to  me  in 
the  discharge  of  my  office — Morgan's 
nose  is  offended--^  dialogue  between  him 
and  the  ship's  steward — upon  examina- 
tion, I  find  more  causes  of  complaint  than 
one — my  hair  is  cut  off^MorgaiCs  cook- 
ery— the  manner  of  sleeping  on  hoard — 
/  am  waked  in  the  night  by  a  dreadful 
noise, 

I  COULD  not  comprehend  how  it  was  possible 
for  the  attendants  t«  come  near  those  who 
hung  on  the  inside  towards  the  sides  of  the 
ship,  in  order  to  assist  them,  as  they  seemed 
barricadoed  by  those  who  lay  on  the  outside, 
and  entirely  out  of  the  reach  of  all  visitation. 
Much  less  could  I  conceive  how  my  friend 
Thomson  would  be  able  to  administer  clys- 
ters, that  were  orderea  for  some  in  that  situ- 
ation ;  when  I  saw  him  thrust  his  wig  into 
his  pocket,  and  strip  himself  to  his  waistcoat 
in  a  moment,  then  creep  on  all  four  under  the 
hammocks  of  the  sick,  and,  forcing  up  his 
bare  pate  between  two,  keep  them  asunder 
with  one  shoulder  until  he  had  done  his  duty. 
Eager  to  learn  the  service,  I  desired  he  would 
give  me  leave  to  perform  the  next  operation 
of  that  kind ;  and  he  consenting,  I  undressed 
myself  after  his  example,  and  crawling  along, 
the  ship  happened  to  roll ;  this  motion  alaim- 
edme,  I  laid  hold  of  the  first  thing  that  came- 
withis  my  grasp,  with  such  violence,  that  I 
overturned  it,  and  soon  found,  by  the  smell 
that  issued  upon  me,  I  had  not  unlocked  a 
box  of  the  most  delicious  perfume :  it  was  well 
for  me  that  my  nose  was  none  of  the  most  deli- 
cate, else  I  know  not  how  I  might  have  been 
affected  by  this  vapour,  which  diffused  itself  all 


over  the  ship,  to  the  utter  discomposure  of 
eveiy  body  who  tarried  on  the  same  deck : 
neither  was  the  consequence  of  this  disgrace 
confined  to  my  sense  of  smelling  only  ;  for 
I  felt  my  misfortune  more  ways  than  one. 
That  I  might  not,  however,  appear  altogether 
disconcerted  in  this  my  first  essay,  I  got  up, 
and  pushing  my  head  with  great  force  between 
two  hammocks,  towards  the  middle,  where 
the  ^atest  resistance  was,  I  made  an  open- 
ing, indeed,  but,  not  understanding  the  knack 
of  dexterously  turning  my  shoulder  to  main- 
tain my  advantaffe,  had  the  mortification  to 
find  myself  stuck  up  as  it  were  in  a  pilloiy, 
and  the  weight  of  three  or  four  people  bear- 
ing on  each  side  of  my  neck,  so  that  I  was 
in  danger  of  strangulation.  While  I  remain- 
ed in  this  defenceless  posture,  one  of  the  sick 
men,  rendered  peevish  by  his  distemper,  was 
so  enraged  at  the  smell  I  had  occasioned,  and 
the  rude  shock  he  had  received  from  me  in 
my  elevation,  that,  with  many  bitter  reproach- 
es, he  seized  me  by  the  nose,  which  he 
tweaked  so  unmercifully,  that  I  roared  with 
anouish.  Thomson,  perceiving  my  condition, 
ordered  one  of  the  waiters  tq  my  assistance, 
who  with  much  difiScuIty  disengaged  me  from 
this  situation,  and  hindered  me  trom  taking 
vengeance  of  the  sick  man,  wlyse  indisposi- 
tion would  not  have  screened  nim  firom  the 
effects  of  my  indignation. 

After  having  made  an  end  of  our  ministry 
for  that  time,  we  descended  to  the  cock-pit, 
my  friend  comforting  me  for  what  had  hap- 
pened with  a  homely  proverb,  which  I  do 
not  choose  to  repeat.  When  we  had  descend- 
ed half  way  down  the  ladder,  Mr  Morgan, 
before  he  saw  us,  having  intelligence  by  his 
nose  of  the  approach  of  something  extraordi- 
nary,  cried, — "  Cot  have  mercy  upon  my  sen- 
ses !  J  believe  the  enemy  has  porded  us  in  a 
stink-pot !"  Then  directing  his  discourse  to 
the  steward,  from  whom  he  imagined  the 
odour  proceeded,  he  reprimanded  him  severe- 
ly for  the  freedoms  he  took  among  gentle- 
men of  birth,  and  threatened  to  smoke  him 
like  a  padger  with  sulphur,  if  he  ever  should 
presume  to  offend  his  neighbours  with  such 
smells  for  the  future.  The  steward,  con- 
scious of  his  own  innocence,  replied,  with 
some  warmth, — **  I  know  of  no  smells  but 
those  of  your  own  muiking."  This  rfepartee 
introduced  a  smart  dialogue,  in  which  the 
Welchman  undertook  to  prove,  that  though 
the  stench  he  complained  of  did  not  flow 
from  the  steward's  own  body,  he  was,  never- 
theless, the  author  of  it,  by  serving  out  dam- 
aged provisions  to  the  ship's  company;  and, 
in  particular,  putrified  cheese,  from  the  use 
of  which  only,  he  affirmed,  such  unsavoury 
steams  could  arise.  Then  he  launched  out 
into  the  praise  of  good  cheese,  of  which  he 

fave  the  analysis  :  be  explained  the  different 
inds  of  that  commodity,  with  the  methods 
practised  to  make  and  preserve  it ;  and  con- 
cluded with  observing,  that,  in  yielding  good 
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cheese,  the  county  of  Glamorgan  might  vie 
with  Cheshire  itself,  and  was  much  superior 
to  it  in  the  produce  of  goats  and  putter.  I 
gathered  from  this  conversation,  that,  if  I 
entered  in  my  present  pickle,  I  should  be  no 
welcome  guest:  and  therefore  desired  Mr 
Thomson  to  go  before,  and  represent  my  ca- 
lamity ;  at  which  the  first  mate  expressing 
some  concern,  went  upon  deck  immediately, 
taking  his  way  through  the  cable  tier,  and  by 
the  main  hatchway,  to  avoid  encountering  me, 
desiring  me  to  clean  myself  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble, for  he  intended  to  regale  himself  with  a 
dish  of  salmagundy  and  a  pipe.  According- 
ly I  set  about  this  disagreeable  business,  and 
soon  found  I  had  more  causes  of  complaint 
than  I  at  first  imagined ;  for  I  perceived  some 
guests  had  honoured  me  with  their  company, 
whose  visit 'I  did  not  at  all  think  seasonable; 
neither  did  they  seem  inclined  to  leave  me  in 
a  hurry,  for  they  were  in  possession  of  my 
chief  quarters,  where  they  fed  without  re- 
serve at  the  expense  of  my  blood.  But  con- 
sidering it  would  be  much  easier  to  extirpate 
this  ferocious  colony  in  the  infiincy  of  Oieir 
settlement,  than  after  they  should  be  multi- 
plied and  naturalized  to  the  soil,  I  took  the 
advice  of  my  friend,  who,  to  prevent  such 
misfortunes,  went  always  close  shaved,  and 
made  the  boy  of  our  mess  cut  off  my  hair, 
which  had  been  growing  since  I  left  the  ser- 
vice of  Lavement,  and  the  second  mate  lent 
me  an  old  bob-wig,  to  supply  the  loss  of  that 
covering. 

This  affair  being  ended,  and  every  thing 
adjusted  in  the  best  manner  my  circum- 
stances would  permit,  the  descendant  of  Car- 
actacus  returned,  and  ordering  the  boy  to 
bring  a  piece  of  salt  beef  from  the  brine,  cut 
off  a  slice,  and  mixed  it  with  an  equal  quanti- 
ty of  onions,  which  seasoning  with  a  mode- 
rate proportion  of  pepper  and  salt,  he  brought 
it  into  a  consistence  with  oil  and  vinegar ; 
then  tasting  the  dish,  assured  us  it  was  the 
best  salmagundy  that  ever  he  made,  and  re- 
conunendea  it  to  our  palates  with  such  heart- 
iness, that  I  could  not  help  doing  honour  to 
his  preparation.  But  I  had  no  sooner  swal- 
lowed a  mouthful,  than  I  thought  my  entrails 
were  scorched,  and  endeavoured,  with  a  de- 
luge of  small  beer,  to  allay  the  heat  it  occa- 
sioned. .  Supper  being  over,  Mr  Morgan  hav- 
ing smoked  a  coupio  of  pipes,  and  supplied 
the  moisture  he  had  expended  with  as  many 
cans  of  flip,  of  which  we  all  partook,  a  cer- 
tain  yawning  began  to  admonish  me,  that  it 
was  hi^  time  to  repair  by  sleep  the  injury  I 
bad  suffered  from  want  of  rest  the  preceding 
night ;  which  being  perceived  by  my  com* 
panions,  whose  time  of  repose  was  now  arri- 
ved, they  proposed  we  should  turn  in,  or,  in 
other  words,  go  to  bed.  Our  hammocks, 
which  hung  parallel  to  one  another,  on  the 
outside  of  the  berth,  were  immediately  un- 
lashedy  and  I  beheld  my  mess-mates  spring 
with  great  agility  into  their  resoective  nests, 


where  they  seemed  to  lie  concealed,  very 
much  at  their  ease.  But  it  was  some  time 
before  I  could  prevail  upon  myself  to  trust  my 
carcass  at  such  a  distance  from  the  ground,  in 
a  narrow  bag,  out  of  which  I  imagined  I 
should  be  apt,  on  the  least  motion  in  my  sleep, 
to  tumble  down,  at  the  hazard  of  breaking  my 
bones.  I  suffered  myself,  however,  to  be 
persuaded,  and,  taking  a  leap  to  get  in,  threw 
myself  quite  over,  with  such  violence,  that, 
had  I  not  luckily  got  hold  of  Thomson's 
hammock,  I  should  nave  pitched  upon  my 
head  on  the  other  side,  and  in  all  likelihood 
fractured  my  skull.  After  some  fruitless 
efforts,  I  succeeded  at  last ;  but  the  apprehen- 
sion of  the  jeopardy  in  which  I  believed  my- 
self, withstood  all  the  attacks  of  sleep,  till 
towards  the  morning  watch  ;  when,  in  spite 
of  my  fears,  I  was  overpowered  with  slumber, 
though  I  did  not  long  enjoy  this  comfortable 
situation,  being  aroused  with  a  noise  so  loud 
and  shrill,  that  I  thoufi^ht  Uie  drum^of  my 
ears  were  burst  by  it ;  this  was  followed  by  a 
dreadful  summons  pronounced  by  a  hoarse 
voice,  whicn  I  could  not  understand.  While 
I  was  debating  with  myself  whether  or  not  I 
should  wake  my  companion,  and  inquire  into 
the  occasion  of  this  disturbance,  I  was  in- 
formed by  one  of  the  quarter-masters,  who 
passed  by  me  with*a  lantern  in  his  hand,  that 
the  noise  which  alarmed  me  was  occasioned 
by  the  boatswain's  mates,  who  called  up  the 
larboard  watch,  and  that  I  must  lay  my  ac- 
count with  such  interruption  every  morning 
at  the  same  hour.  Being  now  more  assured 
of  my  safety,  I  addressed  myself  again  to  rest, 
and  slept  till  eight  o'clock,  when  rising,  and 
breakfasting  with  my  comrades  on  biscuit  and 
brandy,  the  sick  were  visited  and  assisted  as 
before ;  after  which  visitation  my  good  friend 
Thomson  explained  and  performed  another 
piece  of  duty  to  which  I  was  a  stranger.  At 
a  certain  hour  in  the  morning,  the  boy  of  the 
mess  went  round  all  the  decks,  ringing  a 
small  hand-bell,  and,  in  rhymes  composed  for 
th^  occasion,  invited  all  those  who  had  sores 
to  repair  before  the  mast,  where  one  of  the 
doctor's  mates  attended,  with  applications  to 
dress  them. 


CHAPTER  XXVn. 

I  acquire  the  friendship  of  the  surgeon^ 
who  procures  a  warrant  for  me,  and  make* 
me  a  present  of  clothes — a  battle  between 
a  midshipman  and  me — the  surgeon  leaves 
the  ship—the  captain  comes  on  board  with 
another  surgeon-Hi  dialogue  between  the 
cmtain  and  Morgan — the  sick  are  order* 
ed  to  be  brought  upon  the  quarter-deck 
and  examined— the  consequences  of  that 
order-— a  madman  accuses  Morgan,  and  iM 
set  at  liberty  by  command  of  the  captain, 
whom  he  instantly  attacks  and  pummels 
without  mercy* 
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While  I  wm  busied  with  my  friend  in 
this  practice>  the  doctor  chanced  to  pass 
by  the  place  where  we  were,  and,  stopping 
to  otwerve  me,  appeared  ver^  well  satisfied 
with  my  method  of  application ;  and  after- 
wards sent  for  me  to  his  cabin,  where,  having 
examined  me  touching  my  skill  in  surgery, 
and  the  particulars  of  my  fortune,  he  interest- 
ed himself  so  &r  in  my  behalf,  as  to  promise 
his  assistance  in  procuring  a  warrant  for  me, 
seeing  I  had  been  already  found  qualified  at 
sorffeons'  hall  for  the  station  I  filled  on  board ; 
and  in  this  good  ofiice  he  the  more  cordially 
engaged,  when  he  understood  I  was  nephew 
to  Lieutenant  Bowline,  for  whom  he  expross- 
ed  a  particular  regard.  In  the  meantime,  I 
could  learn  Irom  his  discourse,  that  he  did  not 
intend  to  go  to  sea  again  with  Captain  Oakum, 
having,  ajs  he  thought,  been  indifferently 
used  By  him  during  the  last  voya^. 

While  I  lived  tolerably  easy,  in  expecta- 
tion oQ)referroent,  I  was  not  altogether  with- 
out mortifications,  which  I  not  only  suffered 
from  the  rude  insults  of  the  sailojs  and  petty 
officers,  among  whom  I  was  known  by  the 
name  of  loblolly  boy,  but  also  firom  the  dis- 
position of  Morgan,  who,  though  friendly  in 
the  main,  was  often  very  troublesome  with 
his  pride,  which  expected  a  good  deal  of  sub- 
mission from  me,  and  delighted  in  recapi- 
tulating the  favours  I  had  received  at  his 
hands. 

About  six  weeks  after  my  arrival  on  board, 
the  surgeon,  bidding  me  follow  him  into  his 
cabin,  presented  a  warrant  to  me,  by  which  I 
was  appointed  surgeon's  third  mate  on  board 
the  Thunder.  This  he  had  procured  by  his 
interest  at  the  navy-office ;  as  also  another 
for  himself,  by  virtue  of  which  he  was  remov- 
ed into  a  second  rate.  I  acknowledged  his 
kindness  in  the  strongest  terms  my  gratitude 
could  suggest,  and  professed  my  i^rrow  at 
the  prospect  of  losing  so  valuable  a  friend, 
to  wnom  I  hoped  to  have  recommended  my- 
self still  farther  by  my  respectful  and  diligent 
behaviour.  But  his  generosity  rested  qot 
here ;  for,  before  he  left  the  ship,  he  made  me 
a  present  of  a  chest  and  some  clothes,  that 
enabled  me  to  support  the  rank  to  which  he 
had  raised  me.  I  found  my  spirits  revive 
with  my  good  fortune  ;  and,  now  I  was  an 
officer,  resolved  to  maintain  the  dignity  of 
my  station,  against  all  opposition  or  afironts. 
Nor  was  it  lon^  before  I  had  occasion  to  ex- 
ert my  resolution  :  my  old  enemy,  the  mid- 
shipman (whose  name  was  Crampley),  en- 
tertaining an  implacable  animosity  against 
me  for  the  disgrace  he  had  suffered  on  rny 
account,  had  since  that  time  taken  all  oppor- 
tunities of  revilinff  and  ridiculing  me,  when 
I  was  not  entitled  to  retort  this  bad  usafe. 
And  even  after  I  had  been  rated  on  the  books, 
and  mustered  as  sur^^eon's  mate,  did  not 
think  fit  to  restrain  his  msolence.  In  parti- 
cular, being  one  day  present  while  I  dressed 
a  wound  in  a  sailors  leg,  he  began  to  sing  a 


song,  which  I  thought  highly  injurious  to  the 
honour  of  my  country,  and  therefore  signified 
my  resentment,  by  observing,  that  the  Scots 
always  laid  their  account  with  finding  ene- 
mies among  the  ignorant,  insi^ificant,  and 
malicious.  This  unexpected  piece  of  assnr- 
ance  enrtiged  him  to  such  a  degree,  that  he 
lent  me  a  blow  on  the  fiu:e,  which  I  verily 
thought  had  d^moU8hed  my  cheekbone :  I 
was  not  slow  in  returning  the  obligation,  and 
the  a£&ir  began  to  be  very  serious,  when  by 
accident  Mr  Morgan,  and  one  of  the  master's 
mates,  cominff  that  way,  interposed,  and  in- 
quiring into  the  cause,  endeavoured  to  pro- 
mote a  reconciliation;  but  finding  us  both 
exasperated  to  the  uttermost,  and  bent  against 
accommodation,  they  advised  us  either  ta 
leave  our  difference  undecided  till  we  shonlil 
have  an  opportunity  of  terminating  it  on  shore, 
like  gentlemen,  or  else  choose  a  proper  place 
on  board,  and  bring  it  to  an  issue  by  boxing. 
This  last  expedient  was  greedily  embraced 
by  us  both ;  and  being  forthwith  conducted  to 
the  ground  proposed,  we  stripped  in  a  mo- 
ment, and  began  a  very  furious  contest,  in 
which  I  soon  found  mj^self  inferior  to  my  an- 
tagonist, not  so  much  in  strength  and  agility, 
as  in  skill,  which  he  had  acquired  in  the 
school  of  Hockley- in-the-hole  and  Totten- 
ham-court. Many  cross  buttocks  did  I  sus- 
tain, and  pegs  in  the  stomach  without  num- 
ber, till  at  last  my  breath  being  quite  gone,  as 
well  as  my  vigour  wasted,  I  grew  desperate, 
and  collecting  all  my  strength  in  one  effort, 
threw  in  at  once,  head,  hands,  and  feet,  with 
such  violence,  that  I  drove  my  antagonist 
three  paces  backward  into  the  main  hatch- 
way, aown  which  he  fell,  and  pitching  upon 
bis  head  and  right  shoulder,  remained  without 
sense  and  motion.  Morgan  looking  down, 
and  seeing  him  lie  in  that  condition,  cried,— 
'*  Upon  my  conscience,  as  I  am  a  Christian 
sinner,  look  you,  I  believe  his  patties  are  all 
ofer ;  but  I  take  you  all  to  witness  that  there 
was  no  treachery  in  the  case,  and  that  he  has 
suffbred  by  the  chance  of  war."  So  saying, 
he  descended  to  the  deck  below,  to  examine 
into  the  situation  of  my  adversaiy ;  and  left 
me  very  little  pleased  witli  my  victory,  as  I 
found  myself  not  only  terribly  bruised,  bat 
likewise  in  danger  of  being  called  to  account 
for  the  death  of  Crampley.  But  this  fear 
vanished,  when  my  fellow  mate,  having,  by 
bleeding  him  in  the  iu^ilar,  brought  him  to 
himself  and  inquired  into  the  state  of  his 
body,  called  up  to  me  to  be  under  no  concern, 
for  the  midshipman  had  received  no  other 
damage  than  as  pretty  a  luxation  of  the  ot 
humeri  as  one  would  desire  to  see  on  a  sum- 
mer's day.  Upon  this  information  I  crawled 
down  to  the  cockpit,  and  acquainted  Thomson 
with  the  affair,  who,  providing  himself  with 
bandages,  dtc.  necessary  for  the  occasion, 
went  up  to  assist  Mr  Morgan  in  the  redaction 
of  the  dislocation.  When  this  was  succesn- 
fuUy  perfbrmedt  they  wished  me  joy  qa  th« 
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event  of  the  combat ;  and  the  Welshman, 
after  observing,  that,  in  all  likelihood,  the 
ancient  Scots  and  Britons  were  the  same 
people,  bade  me — "  praise  Got  for  putting 
mettle  in  my  pelly,  and  strength  in  my  limbs 
to  support  it."  I  acquired  such  reputation  by 
this  rencontre  (which  lasted  twenty  minutes^i 
that  every  body  became  more  cautious  in  be- 
haviour towards  me :  thoughiCrampley,  with 
his  arm  in  a  sling,  talked  very  hign,  and 
threatened  to  seize  the  first  opportunity  of 
retrieving  on  shore  the  honour  he  had  lost  by 
an  accident,  from  which  I  could  justly  claim 
no  merit.  At  this  time,  Captain  Oakum  hav- 
ing received  sailing  orders,  came  on  board, 
and  brought  with  him  a  surgeon  of  his  own 
eountrv,  who  soon  made  us  sensible  of  the  loss 
we  sunered  in  the  departure  of  Dr  Atkins ; 
for  he  was  grossly  i&^orant,  and  intolerably 
assuming,  Mse,  vindictive,  and  unforgiving; 
a  merciless  tyrant  to  his  inferiors,  an  abject 
sycophant  to  those  above  him.  In  the  morn- 
ing after  the  captain  came  on  board,  our 
first  mate,  according  to  custom,  went  to  wait 
on  him  with  a  sick  list,  which,  when  this 
grim  command#r  had  perused,  he  cried  with 
a  stem  countenance, — <*  Blood-  and  oons  ! 
sixty-one  sick  people  on  board  of  my  ship  ! 
Hark*ee,  you  sir,  Til  have  no  siok  in  my  ship, 
hj  G — d."  The  Welshman  replied,  he 
should  be  very  ^lad  to  find  no  sick  people  on 
board :  but  while  it  was  otherwise,  he  did  no 
more  than  his  duty  in  presenting  him  with  a 
list.  "  You  and  your  list  may  be  d — d,*'  (said 
the  captain,  throwing  it  at  him*)  *' I  say  there 
shall  he  no  sick  in  this  ship  while  I  have  the 
command  of  her."  Mr  Morgan  bein^  nettled 
at  this  treatment,  told  him  his  indignation 
ou^ht  to  be  directed  to  Grot  Almighty,  who 
visited  his  people  with  distempers,  and  not  to 
him,  who  contributed  all  in  his  power  towards 
their  cure.  The  bashaw  not  being  used  to 
such  behaviour  in  any  of  his  officers,  was  en- 
raged to  fury  at  this  satirical  insinuation,  and, 
stamping  with  his  foot,  called  him  insolent 
scoundrel,  threatening  to  have  him  pinioned 
to  the  deck,  if  he  should  presume  to  utter 
another  syllable.  But  the  blood  of  Caracta- 
ctis  bein^  thoroughly  heated,  disdained  to  be 
restricted  by  such  a  command,  and  befi^an  to 
manifest  itself  in, — **  Captain  Oagum,  I  am  a 
shentleman  of  birth  and  parentage,  look  you, 
and  peradventure  I  am  moreover  — ^Here  his 
harangue  was  broken  off  by  the  captain's 
steward,  who,  being  Morgan's  countryman, 
hurried  him  out  of  the  cabin  before  he  had 
time  to  exasperate  his  master  to  a  greater 
degree :  and  this  would  certainly  have  been 
the  case ;  for  the  indignant  Welshman  could 
hardly  be  hindered,  by  his  fHend's  arguments 
•nd  entreaties,  from  re-entering  the  presence 
chamber,  and  defying  Captain  Oakum  to  his 
teeth.  He  was,  however,  appeased  at  length, 
and  came  down  to  the  berth,  where,  finding 
Thomson  and  me  at  work  preparing  medi- 
ones,  he  bade  us  leave  off  oar  labour  and  go 


to  play,  for  the  captain,  by  his  sole  word  and 
power  and  command,  had  driven  sickness  a 
pegging  to  the  tevil,  and  there  was  no  more 
malady  on  board.  So  saying,  he  drank  off  a 
gill  of^^  brandy,  sighed  grievously  three  times, 
poured  forth  an  ejaculation  of-— *<  Got  bless 
my  heart,  liver,  and  lun^  !"  and  then  began 
to  sing  a  Welsh  sonff  with  great  earnestness 
of  visage,  voice,  and  gesture.  I  could  not 
conceive  the  meaning  of  this  singular  pheno- 
menon, and  saw  by  the  looks  of  Thomson, 
who  St  the  same  time  shook  his  head,  that 
he  suspected  poor  Cadwallader's  brains  were 
unsettled.  He,  perceiving  our  amazement, 
told  us  he  would  explain  the  mystery ;  but,  at 
the  same  time,  bade  us  take  notice,  that  he 
had  lived  poy,  pachelor,  married  man,  and 
widower,  almost  forty  years,  and  in  all 
that  time,  there  was  no  man  nor  mother's 
son  in  the  whole  world  who  durst  use 
him  so  ill  as  Captain  Oagum  had  done. 
Then  he  acquainted  us  with  the  dialogue 
that  passed  between  them,  as  I  have  al- 
ready related  it ;  and  had  no  sooner  finished 
this  narration,  than  he  received  a  message 
from  the  surgeon,  to  bring  the  sick  list  to  the 
quarter-deck,  for  the  captain  had  ordered  all 
the  patients  thither  to  be  reviewed.  This 
inhuman  order  shocked  us  extremely,  as  we 
knew  it  would  be  impossible  to  carry  some 
of  them  on  the  deck,  without  imminent  dan- 
^r  of  their  lives  ;  but  as  we  likewise  knew 
It  would  be  to  no  purpose  for  us  to  remon- 
strate against  it,  we  repaired  to  the  quarter- 
deck in  a  body,  to  see  this  extraordinary 
muster ;  Morgan  observing  by  the  way,  that 
the  captain  was  going  to  send  to  the  other 
world  a  great  many  evidences  to  testify 
against  hivself.  Wnen  we  appeared  upon 
the  deck,  the  captain  bade  the  doctor,  who 
stood  bowing  at  his  right  hand,  look  at  these 
lazy  lubberly  sons  of  b— s,  who  were  good 
for  nothing  on  board  but  to  eat  the  king's 
provisions,  and  encourage  idleness  in  Uie 
skulkers.  The  surgeon  grinned  approbation, 
ittd,  taking  the  list,  began  to  examine  the 
complaints  of  each,  as  they  could  crawl  to 
the  place  appointed.  The  first  who  came 
under  his  cognizance  was  a  poor  fellow  just 
freed  of  a  fever,  which  had  weakened  him  so 
much,  t hat  he  could  hardly  stand .  Mr  Mack- 
shane  (for  that  was  the  doctor's  name)  hav- 
ing felt  his  pulse,  protested  he  was  as  well  as 
any  man  in  the  world  ;  and  the  captain  de- 
livered him  over  to  the  boatswain's  mate, 
with  orders  that  he  should  receive  a  round 
dozen  at  the  gang-wa^  immediately,  for 
counterfeiting  himself  sick ;  but  before  the 
discipline  could  be  executed,  the  man  dropt 
down  on  the  deck,  and  had  well  nigh  perish- 
ed  under  the  hands  of  the  executioner.  The 
next  patient  to  be  considered  laboured  under 
a  quartan  ague,  and  being  then  in  his  interval 
of  health,  discovered  no  other  symptoms  of 
distemper  than  a  pale  meagre  countenance, 
and  emaciated- body ;  upon  which  he  was 
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declared  fit  for  duty,  and  turned  over  to  the 
boatswain :  but,  being  resolved  to  disgrace 
the  doctor,  died  upon  the  forecastle  next  day, 
during  his  cold  fit.  The  third  complained  of 
a  pleuritic  stitch,  and  spitting  of  blood ;  for 
wnich  Doctor  Mackshane  prescribed  exercise 
at  the  pump,  to  promote  expectoration  :  but, 
whether  this  was  improper  for  one  in  his  sit- 
uatioQf  or  that  it  was  used  to  excess,  I  know 
not ;  for  in  less  than  half  an  hour  he  was 
suffocated  with  a  deluge  of  blood  that  issued 
from  his  lungs.  A  fourth,  with  much  diffi- 
culty, climb^  to  the  quarter-deck,  being  load- 
ed with  a  monstrous  ascites  or  dropsy,  that 
invaded  his  chest  so  much,  he  could  scarce 
fetch  his  breath  ;  but  his  disease  being  inter- 
preted into  fat,  occasioned  by  idleness  and 
excess  of  eating,  he  was  ordered,  with  a  view 
to  promote  perspiration,  and  enlar^  his  chest, 
to  go  aloft  immediately ;  it  was  in  vain  for 
this  unwieldy  wretch  to  allege  his  utter  inca- 
pacity, the  boatswain's  driver  was  command- 
ed to  whip  him  up  with  the  cat-o'nine-tails  : 
the  smart  of  this  application  made  him  exert 
himself  so  much,  that  he  actually  arrived  at 
the  puttoc  shrouds ;  but  when  the  enormous 
w^ht  of  his  body  had  nothing  else  to  sup- 
port it  than  his  weakened  arms,  either  out  of 
suite  or  necessity,  he  quitted  his  hold,  and 
plumped  into  the  sea,  where  he  must  have 
been  drowned,  had  not  a  sailor,  who  was  in 
a  boat  alongside,  saved  his  life,  by  keeping 
him  afloat  till  he  was  hoisted  on  board  by  a 
tackle.  It  would  be  tedious  and  disagreeable 
,  to  describe  the  fate  of  every  miserable  object 
that  suffered  by  the  inhumanity  and  ignorance 
of  the^captain  and  surgeon,  who  so  wantonly 
sacrificed  the  lives  of  their  fellow-creatures. 
Many  were  brought  up  in  the  hei^M  of  fevers, 
and  rendered  delirious  by  the  injuries  they 
received  in  the  way.  Some  gave  up  the 
ghost  in  the  presence  of  their  inspectors ; 
and  others,  who  were  ordered  to  their  duty, 
languished  a  few  days  at  work  among  their 
fellows,  and  then  departed  without  any  cere- 
mony. On  the  whole,  the  number  of  the 
sick  was  reduced  to  less  than  a  dozen  ;  and 
the  authors  of  this  reduction  were  applaud- 
ing themselves  for  the  services  they  had  done 
to  their  king  and  country,  when  the  boat- 
swain's mate  informed  his  honour,  that  there 
was  a  man  below  lashed  to  his  hammock  by 
the  direction  of  the  doctor's  mate,  and  that 
he  begged  hard  to  be  released,  affirming  he 
had  been  so  maltreated  only  for  a  grudge  Mr 
Moijjlfan  bore  him,  and  that  he  was  as  much 
in  his  senses  as  any  roan  aboard.  The  cap- 
tain hearing  this,  darted  a  severe  look  at  the 
Welshman,  and  ordered  the  man  to  be  brought 
up  immediately ;  upon  which  Morgan  pro- 
tested with  great  fervency,  that  the  person  in 
question  was  as  mad  as  a  March  hare  ;  and 
Digged,  for  the  love  of  Got,  they  would  at 
least  keep  his  arms  pinioned  during  his  ex- 
amination, to  prevent  him  from  doing  mis- 


chief. This  request  the  commander  granted 
for  his  own  sake,  and  the  patient  was  pro- 
duced, who  insisted  upon  his  being  in  his 
riffht  wits  with  such  calmness  and  stren^ 
of  argument,  that  every  body  present  was  in- 
clined to  believe  him,  except  Morgan,  who 
^rmed  there  was  no  trusting  to  appearances; 
for  he  himself  had  been  so  much  imposed 
upon  by  his  bebaviour  two  days  before,  that 
he  had  actuallv  unbound  him  with  his  own 
hands  and  had  well  nigh  been  murdered  for 
his  pains  :  this  was  confirmed  by  the  evidence 
of  one  of  the  waiters,  who  declared  he  had 
pulled  this  patient  from  the  doctor's  mate, 
whom  he  had  gotten  down  and  almost  strang- 
led. To  this  the  man  answered,  that  the  wit- 
ness was  a  creature  of  Morgan's,  and  was 
suborned  to  give  his  testimony  against  him  by 
the  malice  of  the  mate,  whom  the  defendant 
had  affronted,  by  discovering  to  the  people  on 
board  that  Mr  Morgtfl's  wife  kept  a  gin  shop 
in  Rag-fair.  This  anecdote  produced  a  laugn 
at  the  expense  of  the  Welshman,  who,  shoe- 
ing his  head  with  some  emotion,  said, — *<  Ay, 
ay,  'tia  no  matter.  Got  knows  it  an  arrant 
falsehood."  Captain  Oakum,  without  any 
further  hesitation,  ordered  the  fellow  to  be 
unfettered,  at  the  same  time  threatening  to 
make  Morgan  exchange  situations  with  him 
for  his  spite.  But  the  Briton  no  soonef 
heard  the  decision  in  favour  of  the  madman, 
than  he  got  up  the  mizen  shrouds,  crying  to 
Thomson  and  me  to  get  out  of  his  reach,  for 
we  would  see  him  play  the  devil  with  a  ven- 
geance. We  did  not  think  fit  to  disregard 
his  caution,  and  accordingly  got  up  on  the 
poop,  whence  we  beheld  the  maniac,  as  soon 
as  he  was  released,  fly  at  the  ct^ptain  like  a 
fury,  crying, — "  Til  let  you  know,  vou  scoun- 
drel, that  I  am  commander  of  this  vessel," 
and  pummelled  him  without  mercy.  The 
surgeon,  who  went  to  the  assistance  of  his 
patron,  shared  the  same  fate;  and  it  was  with 
the  utmost  difficulty  that  he  was  mastered  at 
last,  afler  having  done  great  execution  among 
those  who  opposed  him. 


CHAPTER  XXVIIL 

The  captain  enraged,  threatens  to  put  the 
madman  to  death  toith  his  own  hand — is 
diverted  from  that  resolution  by  the  ar^ 
guments  and  persuasions  of  the  first  lieu^ 
tenant  and  surgeon — we  set  sail  for  St 
Helen's,  join  the  fleet  under  the  command 
of  Sir  C — n — r  O— ^«  and  proceed  for  the 
West  Indies-'^re  overtaken  by  a  terrible 
tempest — my  friend  Jack  Rattlin  has  his 
legoroken  by  a  fall  from  the  main-vardr^ 
the  behaviour  of  Doctor  Mackshane —  ' 
Jack  opposes  the  amputation  of  his  limb* 
in  which  he  is  seconded  by  morgan  and 
me,  who  undertake  the  cure,  and  perform 
it  successfully. 
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Thb  captain  was  carried  into  his  cabin,  so 
enraffed  with  the  treatment  he  had  received, 
that  he  ordered  the  fellow  to  be  brought  be- 
fore him,  that  he  mi^ht  have  the  pleasure  of 
pistolling  him  with  his  own  hand ;  and  would 
certainly  have  satisfied  his  revenge  in  this 
manner,  had  not  the  first  lieutenant  remon- 
strated  against  it,  by  observing,  that  in  all* 
appearance  the  fellow  was  not  mad  but  des- 
perate; that  he  had  been  hired  by  some  ene- 
my of  the  captain  to  assassinate  him,  and 
therefore  ought  to  be  kept  in  irons  till  he 
could  be  brought  to  a  court  martial,  which, 
no  doubt,  would  sift  the  affair  to  the  bottom 
(by  which  means  important  discoveries  might 
be  made),  and.  then  sentence  the  criminal  to 
a^eath  adiquate  to  his  demerits.  This  sug- 
.  vf^stion,  improbable  as  it  was,  had  the  desired 
^  effect  upon  the  captain,  being  exactly  calcu- 
lated for  the  meridian  of  his  intellects ;  more 
especialljr  as  Doctor  J^fackshane  espoused 
this  opinion,  in  consequence  of  his  previous 
declaration  that  the  man  was  not  mad.  Mor- 
gan, findinff  there  was  no  more  damage  done, 
could  not  help  discovering,  by  his  counte- 
nance, the  pleasure  he  enjoyed  on  this  oc- 
casion: and  while  he  bathed  the  doctor's 
face  with  an  embrocation,  ventured  to  ask 
him,  whether  he  thought  there  were  more 
fools  or  madmen  on  board  \  But  he  would 
have  been  wiser  in  containing  this  sally, 
which  his  patient  carefully  laid  up  in  his  me- 
mory,  to  be  taken  notice  of  at  a  more  fit 
season.  Meanwhile,  we  weighed  anchor, 
and  on  our  way  to  the  Downs,  the  madman, 
who  was  treated  as  prisoner,  took  an  oppo|^- 
tunity,  while  the  sentinel  attended  him  at  the 
head,  to  leap  overboard,  and  frustrate  the  re- 
venge of  the  captain.  We  staid  not  long  at 
the  DownSf  but  took  the  benefit  of  the  first 
easterly  wind  to  go  round  to  Spithead;  where, 
having  received  on  board  provisions  for  six 
months,  we  sailed  from  St  Helen's  in  the 
grand  fleet  bound  for  the  West  Indies,  on  the 
ever  memorable  expedition  of  Carthagcna. 

It  was  not  without  great  mortification  I 
sawmvselfon  the  point  of  being  transported 
to  such  a  distant  and  unhealthy  climate,  des- 
titute of  every  convenience  that  could  render 
such  a  voyage  supportable,  and  under  the 
dominion  of  an  arbitrary  tyrant,  whose  com- 
mand was  almost  mtc3erable:  however,  as 
these  complaints  were  common  to  a  great 
many  on  board,  I  resolved  to  submit  patiently 
to  my  fate,  and  contrive  to  make  mvself  as 
easy  as  the  nature  of  the  case  would  allow. 
We  got  out  of  the  channel  with  a  prosperous 
breeze,  which  died  away,  leaving  us  becalm- 
ed about  fifty  leagues  to  the  westward  of  the 
Lizard ;  but  this  state  of  inaction  did  not 
last  lon|f ;  for  next  night  our  main-top  sail 
was  split  by  the  wind,  which  in  the  morning 
increaiaed  to  a  hurricane.  I  was  wakened  by 
A  most  horrible  din,  occasioned  by  the  play 
of  the  gun-carriages  upon  the  deck  above, 
the  cnckling  of  the  cabins,  the  howling  of 


the  wind  through  the  shrouds,  the  confused 
noise  of  the  ship's  crew,  the  pipes  of  the 
boatswain  and  his  mates,  the  trumpets  of  the 
lieutenants,  and  t|ie  clanking  of  the  chain 
pumps.  Morgan,  who  had  never  been  at  sea 
before,  turned  out  in  a  great  hurry,  crying,— 
"  Got  have  mercy  and  compassion  upon  us ! 
I  believe  we  have  got  upon  the  confines  of 
Lucifer  and  the  d—d !"  wnile  poor  Thomson 
la]^  quaking  in  ina  hammock,  putting  up  pe- 
titions to  Heaven  for  our  safety.  I  rose  and 
joined  the  Welshman,  with  whom  (after  hav- 
ing fortified  ourselves  with  brandy)  I  went 
al]^ve ;  but,  if  my  sense  of  hearing  was  star- 
tled before,  how  must  my  sight  have  been 
appalled  in  beholding  the  efiects  of  the  storm! 
The  sea  was  swelled  into  billows  mountain 
high,  on  the  top  of  which  our  ship  some- 
times hung  as  if  it  was  about  to  be  precipita- 
ted to  the  abyss  below !  Sometimes  we  sunk 
between  two  waves  that  rose  on  each  side 
higher  than  our  topmast  head,  and  threaten- 
ed, by  dashing  together,  tb  overwhelm  us  in 
a  moment!  Of  sul  our  fleet,  consisting  of  a 
hundred  and  fifty  sail,  scarce  twelve  appear- 
ed, and  these  driving  under  their  bare  poles, 
at  the  mercy  of  the  tempest.  At  length  the 
mast  of  one  of  them  gave  way,  and  tudflbled 
overboard  with  a  hideous  crash  !  Nor  was 
the  prospect  in  our  own  ship  much  more 
agreeable ;  a  number  of  officers  and  sailors 
ran  backward  and  forward  with  distraction 
in  their  looks,  hallooing  to  one  another,  and 
undetermined  what  they  should  attend  to 
first.  Some  clung  to  the  yards,  endeavour- 
ing to  unbend  the  sails,  that  were  spht  into  a 
thousand  pieces,  flapping  in  the  wind ;  othera  • 
tried  to  furl  those  which  were  yet  whole, 
while  the  masts,  at  eveiy  pitch,  bent  and  quiv- 
ered like  twigs,  as  if  they  would  have 
shivered  into  innumerable  splinters !  While 
I  considered  this  scene  with  eqml  terror  and 
astonishment,  one  of  the  main  Oraces  broke, 
by  the  shock  whereof  two  sailors  were  flung 
from  the  yard's  arm  into  the- sea,  where  they 
perished,  and  poor  Jack  Rattlin  Was^ thrown 
down  upon  the  deck,  at  \he  expense  of  a 
broken  fe^.  Morgan  and  I  ran  immediately 
to  his  assistance,  and  found  a  splinter  of  the 
shin-bone  thrust  by  the  violence  of  the  fall 
through  the  skin.  As  this  was  a  case  of  too 
great  consequence  to  be  treated  without  the 
authority  of  the  doctor,  I  went  down  to  the 
cabin  to  inform  him  of  the  accident,  as  well 
as  to  bring  up  dressings,  which  we  always 
kept  readv  prepared.  I  entered  his  apart- 
ment without  any  ceremony,  and,  by  the  ' 
glimmering  of  a  lamp,  perceived  him  on  his 
knees,  j^fore  something  that  very  much 
resembled  a  crucifix ;  but  this  I  will  not  insist 
upon,  that  I  may  not  seem  t6o  much  a  slav^ 
to  common  report,  which,  indeed,  assisted 
my  conjecture  on  this  occasion,  by  represent- 
ing Doctor  Mackshane  as  a  member  of  the 
church  of  Rome.  Be  this  as  it  will,  he  got 
up  in  a  sort  of  confusion,  occasioned  (I  sup- 
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pose)  by  his  being  disturbed  in  his  devotion, 
and,  in  a  trice,  snatched  the  subject  of  my 
suspicion  from  my  sight  After  making  an 
apoioffy  for  my  intrusion,  I  acquainted  him 
with  Uie  situation  of  Rattlin,  but  could  by  no 
means  prevail  upon  him  to  visit  him  on  deck, 
where  he  lay ;  he  bade  me  desire  the  boat- 
swain  to  order  some  of  the  men  to  carry  him 
down  to  the  cockpit,  and  in  the  mean  time 
(said  he)  I  will  direct  Thomson  to  get  ready 
the  dressings.  When  I  signified  to  the 
boatswain  the  doctor's  desire,  he  swore  a 
terrible  oath,  that  he  could  not  spare  one 
man  from  the  deck,  because  he  expected  the 
mast  would  go  by  the  board  every  minute. 
This  piece  of  information  did  not  at  all  con- 
tribute to  my  peace  of  mind;  however,  as 
mj  friend  Rattlin  complained  very  much, 
with  the  assistance  of  Mor^ran,  I  supported 
him  to  the  lower  deck,  whither  Mr  Mack- 
shane,  after  much  entreaty,  ventured  to  come, 
attended  by  Thomson  with  a  box  full  of  dress- 
ings,  and  his  own  servant,  who  carrl«4  a 
whole  set  of  capital  instruments.  He  ex- 
amined the  fracture  and  the  wound;  and 
concluding,  from  a  livid  colour  extending 
itself  upon  the  limb,  that  a  mortification 
wouU  ensue,  resolved  to  amputate  the  leg 
immediately.  This  was  a  dreadful  sentence 
to  the  patient,  who  recruiting  himself  with 
a  quid  of  tobacco,  pronounced,  with  a  wofiil 
countenance, — *^  What !  is  there  no  remedy, 
doctor  ?  must  I  be  docked  ?  can't  you  splice 
it  1"  "  Assuredly,  Doctor  MacksKane,"  said 
the  first  mate,  **  with  submission,  and  defer- 
ence, and  veneration  to  your  superior  abili- 
ties, and  opportunities,  and  stations,  look  ve, 
I  do  apprehend  and  conjecture,  and  aver,  that 
there  is  no  occasion  nor  necessity  to  smite 
off  this  poor  man's  leg."  <<  God  'Almighty 
bless  you,  dear  Welshman !"  cried  Rattlin, 
**  may  you  have  fair  wind  and  weather  where- 
soever you're  bound,  and  come  to  an  anchor 
in  the  road  of  heaven  at  last."  Mackshane, 
very  much  incensed  at  his  mate's  dififerinff 
in  opinion  from  him  so  openly,  answered 
that  he  was  not  bound  to  give  an  account  of 
his  practice  to  him ;  and,  in  a  peremptory 
tone,  ordered  him  to  apply  the  tourniquet ; 
at  the  sight  of  which  Jack,  starting  up,  cried, 
— "  Avast,  avast !  d — ^n  my  heart,  if  you  clap 

Jour  nippers  on  me,  till  1  know  wherefore! 
Ir  Random,  wont  you  lend  a  hand  towards 
saving  my  precious  limb?  Odds  heart,  if 
Lieutenant  Bowling  was  here,  he  would  #iot 
sufifer  Jack  Rattlin's  leg  to  be  chopped  ofiT 
like  a  piece  of  old  junk.'°  This  pathetic  ad- 
dress to  me,  joined  to  my  inclination  to  serve 
my  honest  friend,  and  the  reason^-J  had  to 
tielieve  there  was  no  danger  in  dela^ng  the 
amputation,  induced  me  to  declare  myself 
or  the  first  mate's  opinion,  and  i^rm,  that 
the  preternatural  colour  of  the  skin  was 
owing  to  an  inflammation  occasioned  by 
a  contusion,  common  in  all  such  casos, 
without  any  in^cation  of  an  approaching 


gangrene.  JAoTftLa,  who  had  a  great  opinion 
of  my  skill,  manifestly  exulted  in  my  rellow- 
ship,  and  asked  Thomson's  sentiments  of 
the  matter,  in  hopes  of  strengthening  our 
association  with  him  too,  but  he,  being  of  a 
meek  disposition,  and  either  dreading  tlie 
enmity  of  the  surgeon,  or  speaking  the 
dictates  of  his  own  judgment,  in  a  modest 
manner,  espoused  the  opmion  of  Mackshane, 
who,  bv  this  time,  havin|f  consulted  with 
himself,  determined  to  act  m  such  a  manner 
as  to  screen  himself  from  censure,  and  at 
the  same  time  revense  himself  on  us  for  our 
arrogance  in  contradicting  him.  With  this 
view,  he  asked  .if  we  would  undertake  to 
cure  the  leg  at  our  peril  ?  that  is,  ^  answer- 
able for  the  consequence.  To  this  question 
Morgan  replied,  that  the  lives  of  his  crea- 
tures are  in  the  hands  of  Grot  alone ;  and  it 
would  be  great  presumption  in  him  to  under- 
take for  an  event  that  was  in  the  power  of 
his  Maker,  no  more  than  the  doctor  could 
promise  to  cure  all  the  sick  to  whom  he  ad- 
ministered his  assistance ;  but  if  the  patient 
would  put  himself  under  our  direction,  we 
would  do  our  endeavour  to  brin^  his  distem- 
per to  a  favourable  issue,  to  which,  at  present, 
we  saw  no  obstruction.  I  signified  my 
concurrence ;  and  Rattlin  wa3  so  overjoyed, 
that,  shaking  us  both  by  the  hands,  he  swore 
no  body  else  should  touch  him,  and,  if  he 
died,  his  blood  should  be  upon  his  own  head. 
Mr  Mackshane,  flattering  himself  with  the 
prospect  of  our  miscarriage,  went  away,  and 
left  us  to  manage  it  as  we  should  think  pro- 
per ;  accordingly,  having  sawed  off  part  of 
the  splinter  that  stuck  through  the  skin,  we 
reduced  the  fracture,  dressed  the  wound, 
applied  the  eigfateenltailed  bandage,  and  put 
the  leg  in  a  box,  secundum  artem.  Every 
thing  succeeded  according  to  our  wish,  and 
wc  had  the  satisfaction  of  not  only  preserving 
the  poor  fellow's  leg,  but  likewise  of  render- 
ing  the  doctor  contemptible  among  the  ship's 
company,  who  had  all  their  eyes  on  us  during 
the  course  of  his  cure,  which  was  completed 
in  six  weeks. 

CkAPTER  XXIX. 

Mackshane*9  nudice'^I  am  taken  up  and 
imprisonedfor  a  spy — Morgan  meete  with 
the  same  fate-'-Vhomson  is  tampered 
with  to  turn  evidence  against  ti9— tft#« 
dains  the  proposal,  at^  is  maltreated  for 
his  integrity — Morgan  is  released  to  as* 
sist  the  surgeon  during  an  engagement 
with  some  rrench  ships  of  war — /  remain 
fettered  on  the  poop,  exposed  to  the  ene* 
my*s  shot,  and  grow  delirious  withfear-^ 
am  comforted  ajfter  the  battle  by  Morgan, 
who  speaks  freely  of  the  captain — is  over* 
heard  by  the  sentinel,  who  informs  against 
him,  tmd  again  imprisoned — Thomson 
grows  desperate,  and,  notwithstanding 
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the  retmrnutranees  of  Morgmi  and  me, 
g09$  99erboard  m  the  nighi. 

Ijf  the  mean  time,  Uw  storm  subeided  into  a 
brisk  gale,  that  carried  us  into  the  warm 
latitudes,  where  the  weather  became  intoler- 
able, and  the  crew  very  sickly.  The  doctor 
left  nothing^  unattempted  towards  the  com- 
pletion of  ms  vengeance  s^nst  the  Welsh- 
nan  and  me.  He  went  amonsf  the  sick, 
under  pretence  of  inquirinf^  into  Uieir  griev- 
ances, with  a  view  of  picking  up  coraplainta 
to  our  prejudice ;  but  finding  himself  frus- 
trated in  that  expectation,  by  the  good  will 
we  had  procured  from  the  patients,  by  our 
diligence  and  humanity,  he  took  the  resolu- 
tion  of  listening  to  our  conversation,  by 
hidine  haoself  behind  the  canvass  that  sur- 
roun&d  our  berth ;  here  too  he  was  detected 
bjr  the  bojr  of  our  mesa«  who  acquainted  us 
with  this  piece  of  behaviour ;  and  one  night 
while  we  were  picking  a  large  bone  of  rait 
beef,  Moigan  discerned  somethinjgstir  on  the 
outside  of  our  hangings,  which  immediately 
interpreting  to  be  the  doctor,  he  tipt  me  the 
wink,  and  pointed  to  the  place,  where  I  could 
perceive  somebody  standing;  upon  which  I 
snatched  up  the  bone,  and  levelled  it  with  all 
my  force  at  him,  saying,—"  Whoever  vou 
are,  take  that  for  your  curiosity."  It  had 
the  desired  effect,  for  we  heard  the  listener 
tumble  down,  and  afterwards  crawl  to  his 
own  cabin.  I  applauded  myself  much  for 
this  feat,  which  turned  out  one  of  the  most 
unlucky  exploits  of  my  life,  Mackshane  from 
that  time  marking  me  out  for  destruction. 
About  a  week  after  this  exploit,  as  I  was 
going  my  rounds  amonjjr  the  sick,  I  was 
taken  prisoner,  and  carried  to  the  poop  by 
the  master  at  aitns,  where  I  was  loaded  with 
irons  and  stapled  to  the  deck,  on  pretence 
that  I  was  a  spy  on  board,  and  had  con- 
spired against  the  captain's  life.  How 
ridiculous  soever  this  imputation  was,  I  did 
not  fail  to  suffer  by  it  all  the  ri^ur  that  could 
be  shown  to  the  worst  of  cnminab,  being 
exposed  in  this  miserable  condition  to  the 
scorching  heat  of  the  son  bv  dav,  and  the 
unwholesome  damps  by  night,  during  the 
space  of  twelve  days,  in  which  I  was  neither 
brought  to  trial,  nor  examined  touching  the 
probwiility  of  the  charge.  I  had  no  sooner 
recovered  the  use  of  my  reflection,  which 
had  been  quite  overthrown  by  this  accident, 
than  I  sent  for  Thomson,  who,  after  condoling 
me  on  the  occasion,  hinted,  that  I  owed  this 
misfiMrtune  to  the  hatred  of  the  doctor,  who 
had  ffiven  an  information  against  me  to  the 
captain,  in  consequence  of  which  I  was 
arrested,  and  all  my  papers  seized.  While 
I  was  cursing  mv  capricious  fate,  I  saw 
Moigan  ascend  the  poop,  yarded  by  two 
eorporals,  who  made  him  sit  down  by  me, 
that  he  might  be  pinioned  in  the  same 
BacWne.  rfotwithstanding  my  situation, 
I  eoidd  scarce  refrain  from  laughing  at  the 
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countenance  of  my  feUow-prisoner,  who, 
without  speaking  one  word,  allowed  his  feet 
to  be  inclosed  in  the  rings  provided  for  that 
purpose ;  but  when  they  pretended  to  fiwtan 
him  on  his  back,  he  grew  outra^ieous,  and 
drawing  a  large  couteau  from  his  side-pocket, 
threatened  to  rip  up  the  belly  of  the  first  man 
that  should  approach  him,  in  order  to  treat  him 
in  such  an  unworthy  manner.  Thev  were 
preparing  to  use  him  very  roughly,  when  the 
lieutenant  on  the  quarter  deck  called  up  to 
them  to  let  him  remain  as  he  was.  He  then 
crept  towards  me,  and  taking  me  by  the 
hand,  bade  me, — *'put  my  trust  in  Got." 
And  looking  at  Thomson,  who  sat  by  us 
trembling,  with  a  pale  visage,  tol<f  him,  there 
were  two  more  rings  for  his  feet,  and  he 
should  be  glad  to  find  him  in  such  good 
company.  ISut  it  was  not  the  intention  of 
our  adversary  to  include  the  second  mate  in 
our  fate ;  him  he  expected  to  be  his  drudge 
in  attending  the  sick,  and,  if  possible,  his 
evidence  against  us;  with  this  view,  he 
sounded  him  afar  off;  but  finding  his  integrity 
incorruptible,  harassed  him  so  much  out  of 
spite,  that,  in  a  short  time,  this  mild  creature 
grew  weary  of  his  life. 

While  I  and  my  fellow-prisoner  comforted 
each  other  in  our  tribulation,  the  admiral  dis- 
covered four  sail  to  leeward,  and  made  sig- 
nal for  our  ship  and  four  more  to  chase;  here^ 
upon  every  thing  was  cleared  for  an  engfage- 
ment ;  and  Mackshane,  foreseeing  he  should 
have  occasion  for  more  assistants  than  one, 
obtained  Morgan's  liberty,  while  I  was  left 
in  this  deplorable  posture  to  the  chance  of 
battle.  It  was  almost  dark  when  we  came 
up  with  the  stemmost  chase,  which  we  hailed, 
and  inquired  who  they  were :  they  gave  us  to 
understand  they  were  French  men  of  war : 
upon  which  Captain  Oakum  commanded 
them  to  send  their  boat  on  board  of  him ; 
but  they  reftised,  teQing  him,  if  he  had  any 
business  with  them,  to  come  on  board  of 
their  ship :  he  then  threatened  to  pour  in  a 
broadside  upon  them,  which  they  promised 
to  return,  both  sides  were  as  good  as  their 
word,  and  the  engagement  began  with  great 
fury.  The  reader  may  guess  how  I  passed 
my  time,  lying  in  this  helpless  situation, 
amidst  the  terrors  of  a  sea  fight ;  expecting 
every  moment  to  be  cut  asunder,  or  dashed 
in  pieces  by  the  enemy's  shot !  I  endeavour* 
ed  t<^  compose  myself  as  much  as  possible, 
by  reflecting  that  I  was  not  a  whit  more  ex* 
posed  than  those  who  were  stationed  about 
me ;  but  when  I  beheld  them  employed  with- 
out iatenaission  in  annoying  the  foe,  and  en« 
courage<rDy  the  society  and  behaviour  of  one ' 
another,  I  could  easily  perceive  a  wide  dif* 
ference  between  their  condition  and  mine : 
however,  I  concealed  my  agitation  as  vrell  as 
I  could,  till  the  head  of  the  officer  of  marinea, 
who  stood  near  me,  being  shot  off,  bounced 
firom  the  deck  athwart  m^  fiMse,  leaving  me 
well  nigh  blinded  with  brains.    I  could  oott- 
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tain  mvself  no  longer,  biit  began  to  bellow 
with  all  the  etrength  of  my  lungs ;  when  a 
drummer  coming  towards  me,  asked  if  I  was 
wounded  ?  and  before  I  could  answer,  receiv- 
ed a  ^reat  shot  in  his  belly,  which  tore  out  his 
entrails,  and  ho  fell  flat  on  my  breast.  This 
accident  entirely  bereft  me  of  all  discretion: 
I  redoubled  my  cries,  which  were  drowned 
in  the  noise  of  the  baUle ;  and  finding  myself 
disregarded,  lost  all  patience,  and  became 
frantic :  I  vented  my  rage  in  oaths  and  exe- 
crations, till  my  spirits  being  quite  exhausted, 
I  remained  quiet,  and  insensible  of  the  load 
that  oppressed  me.  The  engagement  lasted 
till  broad  day,  when  Captain  Oakum,  finding 
that  he  wlis  like  to  gain  neither  honour  nor 
advantage  by  the  afi£ir,  pretended  to  be  un- 
deceived  by  seeing  their  colours ;  and,  hail- 
ing the  ship  with  whom  he  had  fought  all 
night,  protested  he  believed  them  Spaniards; 
and  the  guns  being  silenced  on  each  side, 
ordered  the  baige  to  be  hoisted  out,  and  went 
on  board  of  a  french  commodore.  Our  loss 
amounted  to  ten  killed,  and  eighteen  wound- 
ed, most  part  of  whom  af&rwards  died. 
My  feUow  mates  had  no  sooner  dispatched 
th^  business  in  the  cockpit,  than,  full  of 
friend^  concern,  they  came  to  visit  me. 
Morgan  aBoended  first,  and  seeing  my  face 
almost  covered  with  brains  and  blood,  con- 
cluded I  was  no  longer  a  man  for  this  world; 
and  calling  to  Thomson  with  ^at  emotion, 
bade  him  come  up  and  take  his  last  farewell 
of  his  comrade  and  countiyman,  who  was 
posting  to  a  petter  place,  where  there  were 
no  Mackshanes  nor  Oakums  to  asperse  and 
torment  him.  "  No,**  said  he,  taking  me  by 
the  hand,  **  you  are  going  to  a  country  where 
there  is  more  respect  shown  to  unfortunate 
shentlemen,  and  where  you  will  have  the 
satisfkction  of  peholding  your  adversaries 
tossing  upon  pillows  of  puming  primstone." 
Thomson,  alarmed  at  tlus  apostrophe,  made 
haste  to  the  place  where  I  lay,  and  sitting 
down  by  me,  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  inquired 
into  the  nature  of  my  calamity.  By  this 
time  I  had  recollected  mvself  so  far,  as  to  be 
able  to  converse  rationafij^  with  my  friends, 
whom,  to  their  great  satisfaction,  I  imme- 
diately undeceived  with  regard  to  their  ap- 
prehension of  my  being  mortally  wounded. 
After  I  had  got  m3rself  disengaged  firom  the 
carnage  in  which  I  wallowed,  and  partaken 
of  a  refineshment  which  my  firiends  breu^t 
along  with  them,  we  entered  into  discourse 
upon  the  hardships  we  sustained,  and  spoke 
very  fi-eely  of  the  authors  of  our  misery-:  but 
our  discourse  beinff  overheard  by  the  sentinel 
who  ffuarded  me,  he  was  no  sooner  relieved, 
than  he  reported  to  the  captain  everv  syUable 
*of  our  conversation,  according  to  the  orders 
he  had  received.  The  effect  of  this  informa- 
tiott  soon  appeared  in  the  arrival  of  the  mas- 
ter at  arms,  who  replaced  Morgan  in  his  for- 
mer station,  Ad  ^ve  the  second  mate  a  cau- 
tion to  keep  a  «tnctgaanl  over  his  tongue,  if' 


he  did  not  choose  to  accompany  us  in  our 
confinement.  Thomson,  foreseeing  that  the 
whole  slaveiT  of  attending  the  sick  and  woun- 
ded, as  well  as  the  cruelty  of  Mackshane^ 
must  now  fall  upon  his  shoulders,  mw  des- 

Eerate  at  the  prospect,  and,  though  I  never 
eaid  him  swear  before,  imprecated  dreadful 
curses  on  the  heads  of  his  oppressors,  declar- 
ing that  he  would  rather  quit  life  altogethery 
than  be  much  longer  under  the  power  of  such 
barbarians.  I  was  not  a  little  startled  at  hit 
vivacity*  and  endeavoured  to  alleviate  his 
complaints,  by  representing  the  subject  of 
my  own;  with  as  much  aggravation  as  it 
would  bear,  by  which  comparison  he  miffht 
see  the  balance  of  misfortune  lay  on  my  side, 
and  take  an  example  from  me  of  fortitude 
and  submission,  till  such  time  as  we  could 
procure  redress,  which,  I  hoped,  was  notftr 
off,  considering  that  we  should  probablv  be 
in  a  harbour  in  less  than  three  aays,  where 
we  should  have  an  opportunity  of  preferring 
our  complaints  to  the  admiral.  The  Wdsh- 
man  joined  in  my  remonstrance,  and  was  at 
great  pains  to  demonstrate,  that  it  was  every 
man's  duty,  as  well  ae  interest,  to  resign 
himself  to  the  divine  will,  and  look  upon  him* 
self  as  a  sentinel  upon  duty,  who  is  by  no 
means  at  liberty  to  leave  his  post  before  he 
is  relieved.  Thomson  listened  attentivelv  to 
what  we  said,  and  at  last,  shedding  a  flood  of 
tears,  shook  his  head,  and  left  us  without 
making  any  reply.  About  eleven  at  night  he 
came  to  see  us  again,  with  a  settled  gloom 
on  his  countenance,  and  gave  us  to  under- 
stand, that  he  had  undergone  excessive  toil 
since  he  saw  us,  and  in  recompense  had  been 
grossly  abused  by  the  doctor,  who  taxed  him 
with  being  confederate  with  us  in  a  design  of 
taking  away  his  life,  and  that  of  the  captain. 
After  some  time  spent  in  mutual  exhortation, 
he  got  up,  and  squeezing  me  by  the  hand  with 
an  uncommon  fervour,  cried— '*  God  bless 
you  both  ;*'  and  left  us  to  wonder  at  his  sin- 
gular manner  of  parting  with  us,  which  did 
not  fail  to  make  a  deep  impression  on  us. 

Next  morning,  when  the  hour  of  visitation 
came  round,  this  unhappy  young  man  was 
missing,  and,  after  strict  search,  supposed  to 
have  gone  overboard  in  the  night ;  and  this 
was  certainly  the  case. 


CHAPTER  XXX. 

We  lament  the  fate  of  our  eomoanion'^ke 
captain  offer*  Morgan  his  liberty f  u>hick 
he  refueee  to  accept — we  are  brought  bem 
fore  Attn,  and  examined^Morgan  i$  eewt 
back  into  cuetody,  whither  aUo  I  amre* 
manded,  after  a  curioue  trial. 

Thb  news  of  this  event  affbcted  my  fellow- 
prisoner  and  me  extremely,  as  our  unfortu- 
nate companion  had  justly  acouired,  by  his 
amiable  dispoeitioni  the  love  ana  esteem  of  ik 
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both ;  and  the  more  we  regretted  his  untiroe- 

afate,  the  greater  horror  we  conceived  for 
e  villain  who  was  undoubtedly  the  occasion 
of  it.    This  abandoned  miscreant    did  not 
discover  the  least  symptom  of  concern  for 
Thomson's  death,  although  he  must  have  been 
conscious  to  himself  of  having  driven  him  by 
ill  usage  to  that  fatal  resolution  ;  but  desired 
the  captain  to  set  Morgan  at  liberty  again,  to 
look  after  the  patients.    Accordinglv,  one  of 
the  corporals  was  sent  up  to  unfetter  him;  but 
he  protested  he  would  not  be  released  until 
he  should  know  for  what  he  was  confined  ; 
nor  would  he  be  a  tennis-ball,  nor  a  shuttle- 
cock, nor  a  tradge,  nor  a  scullion,  to  any  cap- 
tain under  the  sun.    Oakum  finding  him  ob- 
stinate, and  fearing  it  would  not  be  in  his 
power  to  exercise  his  tyranny  much  longer 
with  impunity,  was  willing  to  show  some  ap- 
pearance of  justice,  and  therefore  ordered  us 
both  to  be  brought  before  him  on  the  quarter- 
deck, where  he  sat  in  state,  with  his  clerk  on 
one  side,  and  his  counsellor  Mackshane  on 
the  other.    When  we  approached,  he  hon- 
oured us  with  this  salutation :— *<So,  gentle- 
men, d — n  my  blood  !  many  a  captain  in  the 
navy  would  have  ordered  you  both  to  be  tuck'd 
np  to  the  yard's  arm,  without  either  judge  or 
wry,  for  the  crimes  you  have  been  guilty  of; 
IMit,  d— n  mv  blood,  I  have  too  much  good 
nature,  in  allowing  such  dogs  as  you  to  make 
your  defence."    •*  Captain  Oakum,"  said  my 
fellow-sufierer,  ^  certainly  it  is  in  your  power 
(Got  help  the  while)  to  tuck  us  all  up  at 
your  will,  and  desire,  and  pleasures.    And 
perhaps  it  would  be  petter  for  some  of  us  to 
be  tucked  up,  than  undergo  the  miseries  to 
which  we  have  been  exposed.    So  may  the 
&rmer  hang  his  kids  for  his  diversion,  and 
amusement  and  mirth ;  but  there  is  such  a 
thing  as  justice,  if  not  upon  earth,  sorely  in 
heaven,  tiiat  will  punish  with  fire  and  prim- 
stone  all  those  who  take  away  the  lives  of 
innocent  people  out  of  wantonness  and  par- 

Earity  (look  you).  In  the  mean  time,  I  shall 
e  glad  to  know  the  crimes  laid  to  my  charge, 
and  see  the  person  who  accuses  me."  "  That 
you  shall,"  said  the  captain  ;  *'  here,  doctor, 
what  have  you  to  say  ?"  Mackshane,  step- 
ping forward,  hemmed  a  good  while,  in  order 
to  clear  his  throat;  and  before  he  began, 
Morgan  accosted  him  thus : — "  Doctor  Mack- 
shane, look  in  my  face — ^look  in  the  face  of 
an  honest  man,  whoabhors  a  false  witness  as 
he  abhors  the  tevil,  and  Got  be  jud^  between 
you  and  me."  The  doctor,  not  mmdingthis 
conjuration,  made  the  following  speech,  as 
near  as  I  can  remember : — "  I'll  tell  you  what, 
Mr  Morgan,  to  be  sure,  what  you  say  is  just, 
in  regard  to  an  honest  man  ;  and  if  so  be  it 
appears  as  how  you  are  an  honest  man,  then 
it  is  my  opinion  that  you  deserve  to  be  ac- 
quitted, in  relation  to  that  there  affair ;  for  I 
tell  you  whatf  Captain  Oakum  is  resolved 
for  to  do  every  body  justice.  As  for  my  own 
part,  all  that  t  have  to  allege  is,  that  I  have  I 


been  informed  you  have  spoken  disrespectful 
words  against  your  captain,  who,  to  be  Bnre» 
is  the  most  honourable  and  generous  comman- 
der in  the  kind's  service,  without  aspanffs- 
ment  or  acception  of  man,  woman,  or  child." 
Having  uttered  this  elegant  harrangue,  on 
which  he  seemed  to  plume  himself,  Moigan  re- 
plied,— **  I  do  partly  guess,  and  conceive,  and 
understand  your  meaning,  which  I  wish  could 
be  more  explicit;  but,  however,  I  do  suppose 
I  am  not  to  be  condemned  upon  bare  hearsay; 
or  if  I  am  convicted  of  speaking  disrespect* 
fully  of  Captain  Oakum,  I  hope  there  is  no 
treason  in  my  words."    '*  But  there's  mutiny, 
by  G^ — d,  and  that's  death  by  the  articles  of 
war,"  cried  Oakum  ; — *'  in  the  mean  time, 
let  the  witnesses   be    called."    Hereupon 
Mackshane's  servant  appeared,  and  the  boy 
of  our  mess,  whom  they  had  seduced  and 
tutored  for  the  purpose.     The  first  declared, 
that  Morgan,  as  he  descended  the  cockpit 
ladder  one  day,  cursed  the  captain,  and  called 
him  a  savage*  beast,  saying,  he  ought  to  be 
hunted  down   as  an  enemy   to   mankind. 
*'  This,"  said  the  clerk,  "  is  a  strong  pre- 
sumption of  a  design  formed  against  tl^  cap- 
tain s  life.    For  why  1    It  presupposes  mal- 
ice aforethoujpfht,  and  a  criminal  intention  « 
priori"    **  Right,"  said  the  captain,  to  this 
miserable  grub,  who  had  been  an  attorney's 
boy ;  '*  you  shall  have  law  enough ;  here's 
Cook  and  Littlejohn  for  it."    This  evidence 
was  confirmed  by  the  boy,  who  affirmed  he 
heard  the  first  mate  say,  that  the  captain 
had  no  more  bowels  than  a  bear,  and  the  sur- 
geon had  no  more  brains  than  an  ass.    Then 
the  sentinel  who  heard  our  discourse  on  the 
poop  was  examined,  and  informed  the  court 
that  the  Welshman   assured  me.  Captain 
Oakum  and  Dr  Mackshane  would  toss  upon 
billows  of  burning  bnmstone  in  hell  for  their 
barbarity.    The  clerk  observed,  that  there 
was  an  evident  prejudication,  which  confirm- 
ed the  former  suspicion  of  a  conspiracy  against 
the  life  of  captain  Oakum;  for,  because,  how 
could  Moi^n  so  positively  pronounce  that 
the  captain  and  surgeon  would  be  damned, 
unless  he  had  an  intention  to  make  away  with 
them  before  they  could  have  time  to  repent? 
This  sage  explanation  had  ^at  weight  with 
our  noble  commander,    wTio  exclaimed, — 
"  What  have  you  to  say  to  this,  Taffy !  you 
seem  to  be  taken  all  a -back,  brother,  ha !" 
Morgan  was  too  much  of  a  ffentleman  to 
disown  the  text,  although  he  aosolutely de- 
nied the  truth  of  the  comment :  upon  which 
the  captain,  strutting  up  to  him  with  a  fero- 
cious countenance,  said,— <*  So  Mr  son  of  a 
b — ,  you  confess  you  honoused  me  with  the 
names  of  bear  and  beast,  and  pronounced  my 
damnation  1  Damn  my  heart !  I  have  a  good 
mind  to  have  you  brought  to  a  court-martial, 
and  hanged,  yon  dog."    Here  Mackshane, 
having  occasion  for  an  assistant,  interposed, 
and  beofged  the  captain  to  pardon  Mr  Morgan, 
with  his  wonted  goodness,  upon  condition, 
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that  bet  tlie  delinquent,  should  make  such 
•ubniiBsion  as  the  nature  of  his  misdemeanour 
demanded.  Upon  which  the  Cambro*Briton» 
who  on  this  occasion  would  have  made  no 
submission  to  the  great  Mogul,  surrounded 
with  his  guards,  thuiked  the  doctor  for  his 
mediation,  and  acknowledged  himself  in  the 
wro^  for  calling  the  image  of  Got  a  peast ; 
•»^<  Alt,"  said  he,  '*  I  spoke  by  metaphor, 
and  parable,  and  comparison,  and  types  :  as 
we  signify  meekness  by  a  lamb,  lechery  by  a 
goat,  and  craftiness  by  a  fox ;  so  we  liken  ig- 
norance  to  an  ass,  and  brutality  to  a  bear, 
and  foiy  to  a  tiger ;  therefore  I  made  use  of 
these  similes  to  express  my  sentiments  (look 
you),  and  what  I  said  berore  Got,  I  will  not 
unsay  before  man  or  peast  neitlier."  Oakum 
was  so  provoked  at  this  insolence  (as  he  term- 
ed it),  that  he  ordered  him  forthwith  to  be 
carried  to  the  place  of  his  confinement,  and 
his  clerk  to  proceed  on  the  examination  of 
me.  The  first  question  put  to  me,  was  touch- 
ing the  place  of  my  nativity,  which  I  declared 
to  be  the  north  of  Scotland.  •*  The  north 
of  Ireland,  more  like,"  cried  the  captain, 
"  but  we  shall  bring  you  up  presently."  He 
then  asked  what  religion  I  professed ;  and 
when  I  answered, — "  the  protestant,"  swore 
I  was  as  arrant  a  Roman  as  ever  went  to 
mass.  *'  Come,  come,  clerk,"  continued  he, 
**  catechise  him  a  little  on  this  subject."  But 
before  I  relate  the  particulars  of  the  clerk's 
inquiries,  it  will  not  be  amiss  to  inform  the 
reader,  that  our  commander  himself  was  an 
Hibernian,  and,  if  not  shrewdly  belied,  a 
Roman  catholic  to  boot.  *'  You  say  you  are 
a  nrotestant,"  said  the  clerk,  <<  make  the  sign 
or  the  cross  with  your  fingers,  so,  and  swear 
upon  it  to  that  affirmation."  When  I  was 
about  to  perform  this  ceremony,  the  captain 
cried,  with  some  emotion,— '<  No,  no,  damme! 
I'll  have  no  profiiination  neither.  But  go  on 
with  your  interrogations.'*  "  Well,  then," 
proceeded  my  examiner,  **  how  many  sacra- 
ments are  there  1"  To  which  I  replied,-- 
"  Two."  "  What  are  they  1"  said  he.  I 
answered, — «  Baptism  and  the  Lord's  sup- 
per." «  And  so  you  would  explode  confirm- 
ation and  marriage  altogether  1"  said  Oak- 
um,  '<  1  thought  this  fellow  was  a  rank  Ro- 
man." The  clerk,  though  he  was  bred  un« 
der  an  attorney,  could  not  refrain  from  blush- 
ing at  this  blunder,  which  he  endeavoured  to 
conceal,  by  observing,  that  these  decoys 
would  not  do  with  me,  whd  seemed  to  be 
an  old  oflbnder.  He  went  on  with  asking  if 
I  believed  in  transubstantiation  :  but  I  treat- 
ed the  notion  of  a  real  presence  with  such 
disrespect,  that  his  patron  was  scandalized  at 
my  impiety,  and  commanded  him  to  proceed 
to  the  plot.  Whereupon  this  miserable  pet- 
tifogger told  me  there  was  great  reason  to 
suspect  me  of  being  a  spy  on  board ;  and  that 
I  had  entered  into  a  conspiracy  with  Thorn- 
•OB,  and  others  not  yet  detected,  against  the 
lifo  of  Captain  Oakum:  which  accusation 


they  pretended  to  support  by  the  evidence  of 
our  boy,  who  declared  he  had  often  heard  the 
deceased  Thomson  and  me  whispering  to* 
gether,  and  could  distinguish  the  words— 
"  Oakum,  rascal,  poison,  pistol." — By  whicb 
expressions  it  appeared,  we  did  intend  to  use 
sinister  means  to  accomplish  his  destruction. 
That  the  death  of  Thomson  seemed  to  con- 
firm  this  conjecture  ;  who,  either  feeling  the 
stings  of  remorse,  for  being  engaged  in  such 
a  horrid  confederacy,  or  fearing  a  discovery, 
by  which  he  must  have  infallibly  suffered  an 
ignominious  death,  had  put  a  fatal  period  to 
his  own  existence.      But  what  established 
the  truth  of  the  whole,  was  a  book  in  ciphers, 
found  among  my  papers,  which  exactly  tal- 
lied  with  one  found  in  his  chest  after  his 
disappearance.    This,  he  observed*  was  a 
presumption  very  near  proof  positive,  and 
would  determine  any  jury  in  Christendom 
to  find  me  ffuUty.    In  my  own  defence,  I  al- 
leged that  I  had  been  drag^d  on  board  first, 
very  much  against  my  inchnation,  as  I  could 
prove  by  the  evidence  of  some  people  now  in 
the  ship ;  consequently  could  have  no  design 
of  becoming  a  spy  at  that  time ;  and  ever 
since  bad  been  entirely  out  of  the  reach  of 
any  correspondence  that  could  justly  entail 
that  suspicion  upon  me.    As  for  conspiring 
against  my  captain's  life,  it  could  not  be  sup- 
posed that  any  man  in  his  right  wits  would 
harbour  the  least  thought  of  such  an  under- 
taking, which  he  could  not  possibly  perform 
without  certain  infamy  and  ruin  to  himself, 
even  if  he  had  all  the  inclination  in  the  world. 
That,  allowing  the  boy's  evidence  to  be  true 
(which  I  affirmed  was  false  and  malicious), 
nothing  conclusive  could  be  gathered  firom  a 
few  incoherent  words :  neither  was  the  fate 
of  Mr  Thomson  a  circumstance  more  favour- 
able for  the  charge  ;  for  I  had  in  my  pocket 
a  letter  which  too  well  explained  that  mys- 
tery, in  a  very  different  manner  from  that 
which  was  supposed.     With  tliese  words  I 
produced  the  following  letter,  which  Jack 
Rattlin  brought  to  me  the  very  day  afler 
Thomson  disappeared ;  and  told  me  it  was 
committed  to  his  care  by  the  deceased ;  who 
made  him  promise  not  to  deliver  it  sooner. 
The  clerk,  taking  it  out  of  my  hand,  read 
aloud  the  contents,  which  were  these : — 

"  Dbab  Friend, — I  am  so  much  oppressed 
with  the  fatigue  I  daily  and  nightly  undergo, 
and  the  barbarous  usage  of  Doctor  Mack* 
shane,  who  is  bent  on  your  destruction,  as 
well  as  mine,  that  I  am  resolved  to  free  my- 
self from  this  miserable  life,  and,  before  you 
receive  this,  shall  be  no  more.  I  could  have 
wished  to  die  in  your  good  opinion,  which 
I  am  afraid  I  shall  forfeit  by  the- last  act  of 
my  life ;  but  if  you  cannot  acquit  me,  I  know 
you  will  at  least  preserve  some  regard  for 
the  memory  of  an  unfortunate  young  man 
who  loved  you.  I  recommend  it  to  you  to 
beware  of  Mackshane,  whose  revenge  is 
implacable.    I  wish  all  prosperity  to  you  and 
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Mr  Morgan,  to  whom,  pray,  offer  my  last 
respects,  and  beg  to  be  remembered  as  your 
unhappy  friend  and  countryman, 

"  William  Thomson." 
This  letter  was  no  sooner  read,  than  Mack- 
shane,  in  a  transport  of  rage,  snatchpd  it  out 
of  the  clerk's  hands,  and  tore  it  into  a  thou- 
sand pieces,  saying,  it  was  a  villainous 
forgery,  contrived  and  executed  by  myself. 
The  captain  and  clerk  declared  themselves 
of  the  same  opinion,  although  I  insisted  on 
having  the  remains  of  it  compared  with  other 
writings  of  Thomson,  which  they  had  in 
their  possession ;  and  I  was  ordered  to  answer 
the  last  article  of  my  accusation,  namely,  the 
book  of  ciphers  found  among  my  papers. 
'*  That  is  easily  done,"  said  I.  '*  What  you 
are  pleased  to  call  ciphers,  are  no  other  than 
the  Greek  characters,  in  which,  for  my  amuse- 
ment, I  kept  a  diary  of  every  thing  remarka- 
ble that  has  occurred  to  my  observation, 
since  the  beginning  of  the  voyage  till  the  day 
on  which  I  was  put  in  irons ;  and  the  same 
method  was  practised  by  Mr  Thomson,  who 
copied  mine."  •*  A  very  likely  story !"  cried 
Mackshane.  **  What  occasion  was  there  for 
using  Greek  characters,  if  you  were  not  afraid 
of  discovering  what  you  had  wrote?  But 
what  d'ye  talk  of  Greek  characters  1  D'ye 
think  I  am  so  ignorant  of  the  Greek  language, 
as  not  to  distinguish  its  letters  from  these, 
which  are  no  more  Greek  than  Chinese  ?  No, 
no,  I  will  not  give  up  my  knowledge  of  the 
Greek  for  you,  nor  none  that  ever  came  from 
your  country."  So  saying,  with  an  unpa- 
ralleled  effrontery,  he  repeated  some  gibber- 
ish, which,  by  the  sound,  seemed  to  be  Irish, 
and  made  it  pass  for  Greek  with  the  captain, 
who,  looking  at  me  with  a  contemptuous 
sneer,  exclaimed — "  Ah!  ah!  have  you  caught 
a  Tartar  ?"  I  cojild  not  help  smiling  at  the 
consummate  assurance  of  this  Hibernian, 
and  offered  to  refer,  the  dispute  to  any  body 
on  board  who  understood  the  Greek  alphabet, 
upon  which  Morgan  was  brought  back,  and 
being  made  acquainted  with  the  affair,  took 
the  book  and  read  a  whole  page  in  English 
without  hesitation,  deciding  the  controversy 
in  my  favour.  The  doctor  was  so  far  from 
being  out  of  countenance  at  this  detection, 
that  he  affirmed  Morgan  was  in  the  secret, 
and  repeated  from  his  own  invention.  Oak- 
um said,—*'  Ay,  ay,  I  see  they  are  both  in  a 
story ;"  and  dismissed  my  fellow  mate  to  the 
cockloft,  although  I  proposed  that  he  and  I 
should  read  and  translate,  separately,  any 
chapter  or  verse  in  the  Greek  Testament  in 
his  possession,  by  which  it  would  appear 
whether  we  or  the*surgeon  spoke  truth.  Not 
being  endued  with  eloquence  enough  to  con- 
Tince  the  captain  that  there  could  be  no  juggle 
nor  confederacy  in  this  expedient,  I  begged 
to  be  examined  by  some  unconcerned  person 
00  board,  who  understood  Greek :  accordinff- 
]j,  the  whole  ship's  company,  officers  and  all, 
were  called  upon  deck,  among  whom  it  was 


proclaimed,  that  if  any  of  them  could  speak 
Greek,  he  or  they  so  qualified  should  ascend 
the  quarter  deck  immediatelv.    After  some 
pause,  two  foremast  men  came  up  and  pro- 
fessed  their  skill  in  that  language,  which, 
they  said,  they  acquired  during  several  voya^ 
ffes  to  the  Levant,  among  the  Greeks  of  the 
Morea.    The  captain  exulted  much  in  this 
declaration,  and  put  my  journal-book  into  the 
hands  of  one  of  them,  who  candidly  owned 
he  could  neither  read  nor  write :  the  other 
acknowledged  the  same  degree  of  ignorance, 
but  pretended  to  speak  the  Greek  lingo  with 
any  man  on  board :  and,  addressing  himself 
to  me,  pronounced  some  sentences,  of  a  bar- 
barous corrupted  language  which  I  did  not 
understand.     I  asserted,  that  the  modem 
Greek  was  as  different  from  that  spoken  and 
written  by  the  ancients,  as  the  English  used 
now  from  the  old  Saxon  spoken  in  the  time 
ofHengist;  and  as  I  had  only  learned  the 
true  original  tongue,  in  which  Homer,  Pin- 
dar, the  evangelStfe,  and  other  great  men  of 
antioiiity  wrote,  it  could  not  be  supposed 
that  I  should  know  anything  of  an  imperfect 
Grothic  dialect  that  rose  on  the  ruins  of  the 
former,  and  scarce  retained  any  traces  of  the 
old  expression.    But  if  Doctor  Mackshane, 
who  pretended  to  be  master  of  the  Greek 
language,  could  maintain  a  conversation  with 
these  seamen,  I  would  retract  what  I  had 
said,  and  be  content  to  suffer  any  punishment 
he  should  think  proper  to  inflict.    I  had  no 
sooner  uttered  these  words,  than  the  surgeon, 
knowing  one  of  these  fellows  to  be  his  coun- 
tryman,  accosted  him  in  Irish,  and  was  an- 
swered in  the  same  brogue ;  when  a  dialogue 
ensued  between  them,  which  they  affirmed 
to  be  in  Greek,  after  having  secured  the 
secrecy  of  the  other  tar,  who  had  his  cue  in 
the  language  of  the  Morea  from  his  compa- 
nion, l^fore   they  could  venture  to  assert 
such  an  intrepid  falsehood.    "  I  thought," 
said  Oakum,  *'  we  should  discover  the  im- 
posture at  last.    Let  the  rascal  be  carried 
back  to  his  confinement.      I  find  he  must 
dangle."    Having  nothing  further  to  urge 
in  my  own  behalf,  before  a  court  so  preju- 
diced with  spite,  and  fortified  with  ignorance 
against  truth,  I  suffbred  myself  to  be  re- 
conducted peaceably  to  mv  fellow-prisonerr 
who,  hearing  the  particulars  of  my  triaJ, 
lifted  up  his  hands  and  eyes  to  heaven,  and 
uttered  a  dreadful  groan ;  and  not  daring  to 
disburthen  his  thoughts  to  me  by  speech, 
lest  he  might  be  overheard  by  the  sentinel, 
burst  forth  into  a  Welsh  song,  which  he 
accompanied   with  a  thousand   contortions 
of  face,  and  violent  gestures  of  body. 


CHAPTER  XXXI. 

I  discover  a  tubomatum  againtt  me,  by 
means  of  a  quarrel  between  two  of  the  evu 
dences ;  in  consequence  of  which  I  am  set 
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at  liberty,  and  prevail  upon  Morgan  to 
accept  oj  his  freedom  on  the  same  terms — 
Mackshane's  malice — We  arrive  at  Jo* 
maica,  from  whence  in  a  short  time  toe 
beat  up  to  Hispaniola,  in  conjunction  with 
the  West  India  squadron — -We  take  in 
water,  sail  again,  and  arrive  at  Carthage^ 
na — Reflections  on  our  conduct  there. 

Meanwhile,  a  quarrel  happened  between 
the  two  modern  Greeks ;  the  one,  to  be  re- 
venged on  the  other,  came  and  discovered 
to  us  the  mystery  of  Mackshane's  dialogue, 
as  I  have  explained  it  above.  This  detection 
coming  to  the  ears  of  the  doctor,  who  was 
sensible,  that  (now  we  were  in  sight  of  J  a- 
maica)  we  should  have  an  opportunity  of 
clearing  ourselves  before  a  court-martial, 
and,  at  tlie  same  time,  of  making  his  malice 
and  i^orance  conspicuous,  he  interceded  for 
us  with  the  captain  so  effectually,  that,  in  a 
few  hours,  we  were  set  atjiberty,  and  order- 
ed to  return  to  our  duty.     This  was  a  happy 

.  event  for  me,  my  whole  body  being  blistered 
by  the  sun,  and  my  limbs  benumbed  by  want 
of  motion :  but  I  could  scarce  persuade  the 
Welshman  to  accept  of  this  indulgence,  he 

*  persisting  in  his  obstinacy  to  remain  in  irons 
until  he  should  be  discharcned  by  a  court- 
martial,  which  he  believed  would  also  do 
him  justice  on  his  enemies  :  at  length  I  re- 
presented to  him  the  precarious  issue  of  a 
trial,  the  power  and  interest  of  his  adversa- 
ries, and  flattered  bis  revenge  with  the  hope 
of  wreaking  his  resentment  with  his  own 
hands  upon  Mackshane,  after  our  return  to 
England.  This  last  argument  had  more 
weight  with  him  than  all  the  rest,  and  pre- 
vailed upon  him  to  repair  with  me  to  the  cock- 
pit, which  I  no  sooner  entered  than  the  idea 
of  my  departed  friend  presented  itself  to  my 
remembrance,  and  filled  my  eyes  with  tears. 
We  discharged  from  our  mess  the  buy  who 
had  acted  so  perfidiously,  nothwithstandin^ 
his  tears,  entreaties,  and  professions  of  peni- 
tence  for  what  he  had  done  ;  but  not  before 
he  had  confessed  that  the  surgeon  had  bribed 
him  to  give  evidence  against  us  with  a  pair  of 
stockings,  and  a  couple  of  old  check  shirts,  of 
which  his  servant  had  since  plundered  him. 

The  keys  of  our  chests  and  lockers  being 
sent  to  us  by  the  doctor,  we  detained  the 
messenger  until  we  had  examined  the  con- 
tents; and  my  fellow-mate  finding  all  his 
Cheshire  cheese  consumed  to  a  crust,  his 
brandy  exhausted,  and  his  onions  fifone,  was 
seized  with  a  fit  of  choler,  which  he  dis- 
charged on  Mackshane's  man  in  oaths  and 
execrations,  threatening  to  prosecute  him  as 
a  thief.  The  fellow  swore,  in  his  turn,  that 
he  never  had  the  keys  in  his  possession  till 
that  time,  when  he  received  them  from  bis 
master,  with  orders  to  deliver  them  to  us. 
"  As  Got  is  my  judge,"  cried  Morgan,  "  and 
my  sa'fation,  and  my  witness,  whosoever  has 
pilfered  my  provisions  is  a  lousy,  peggarly. 


rascally  knave!  and  by  the  soul  of  my  grand- 
sire  !  I  will  impeach,  and  accuse,  and  indict 
him  of  a  roppery,  if  I  did  but  know  who  he 
is."  Had  this  misfortune  happened  at  sea, 
where  we  could  not  repair  the  loss,  in  all 
probability  this  descendant  of  Caractacue 
would  have  lost  his  wits  entirely ;  but,  when 
I  observed  how  easy  it  would  be  to  remedy 
this  paltry  mischance,  he  became  more  calm, 
and  reconciled  himself  to  the  occasion.  A 
little  while  after  this  transport,  the  surgeon 
came  into  the  berth,  under  pretence  of  tuning 
something  out  of  the  medicine  chest,  and, 
with  a  smiling  aspect,  wished  us  joy  of  our 
deliverance,  which  he  said  he  had  l>een  at 
great  pains  to  obtain  of  the  captain,  who 
was  very  justly  incensed  at  our  behaviour ; 
but  he  (the  doctor)  had  passed  his  word  for 
our  future  conduct,  and  he  hoped  we  should 

S've  him  no  cause  to  repent  of  his  kindness, 
e  expected,  no  doubt,  an  acknowledgement 
from  us,  for  this  pretended  piece  of  service, 
as  well  as  a  general  amnesty  of  what  was 
past ;  but  he  had  to  do  with  people  who  were 
not  quite  so  apt  to  forgive  injuries  as  he 
imagined,  ur  to  forget,  that,  if  our  deliver- 
ance was  owing  to  his  mediation,  our 
calamity  was  occasioned  by  his  malice.  I 
tittrefore  sat  silent,  while  my  companion 
answered, — "  Ay,  ay,  'tis  no  matter.  Got 
knows  the  heart — ^there  is  a  time  for  all 
things,  as  the  wise  man  saith,  there  is  a  time 
for  throwing  away  stones,  and  a  time  to 

father  them  up  again."  He  seemed  to  be 
isconcerted  at  this  reply,  and  went  away  in 
a  pet,  muttering  somethmg  about  "  inmti- 
tude"  and  "  fellows,"  of  which  we  did  not 
think  fit  to  take  any  notice. 

Our  fleet  having  joined  another  that  waited 
for  us,  lay  at  anchor  about  a  month  in  the 
harbour  of  Port  Royal  in  Jamaica,  during 
which  time  something  of  consequence  was 
certainly  transacted,  notwithstanding  the  in- 
sinuations  of  some  who  affirmed  we  had  no 
business  at  all  in  that  place ;  that,  in  order  to 
take  the  advantage  of  the  season  proper  for 
our  enterprise,  the  West-India  squadron, 
which  had  previous  notice  of  our  coming, 
ought  to  have  joined  us  at  the  west  end  of 
Hispaniola,  with  necessary  stores  and  re- 
freshments, from  whence  we  could  have 
sailed  directly  for  Carthagena,  before  the 
enemy  could  put  themselves  in  a  good  pos- 
ture of  defence,  or  indeed  have  an  inkling  of 
our  design.  Be  this  as  it  will,  we  sailed 
from  Jamaica,  and  in  ten  days  or  a  fortnight, 
beat  up  against  the  wind  as  far  as  the  isle  of 
Vache,  with  an  intention,  as  was  said,  to 
attack  the  French  fleet,  then  supposed  to  be 
lying  near  that  place :  but  before  we  arrived, 
they  had  sailed  for  Europe,  having  first  dis- 
patched an  advice-boat  to  Carthagena  witli 
an  account  of  our  beincr  in  those  seas,  as 
also  of  our  strength  and  destination.  W« 
loitered  here  some  days  longer,  taking  in 
wood  and  brackish  water,  in  the  use  whereof* 
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however,  our  admiral  seemed  to  consult  the 
health  of  the  men,  by  restrictmg  each  to  a 
quart  a-day.  At  length  we  set  sail,  and  ar- 
rived in  a  bay  to  the  windward  of  Cartba- 
gena,  where  we  came  to  an  anchor,  and  lay 
at  our  ease  ten  days  longer.  Here  again 
certain  malicious  people  took  occasion  to 
blame  the  conduct  of  their  superiors,  by 
Bikyingy  that  in  so  doing,  they  not  only  un- 
profitably  wasted  time,  which  was  very  pre- 
cious, considering  the  approach  of  the  rainy 
season^  but  also  allowed  the  Spaniards  to 
recollect  themselves  from  the  terror  occa- 
sioned by  the  approach  of  an  English  fleet, 
at  least  three  times  as  numerous  as  ever 
appeared  in  that  part  of  the  world  before. 
But,  if  I  might  be  allowed  to  give  my  opinio^ 
of  the  matter,  I  would  ascribe  this  delay  to 
the  generosity  of  our  chiefs,  who  scorned  to 
take  any  advantage  that  fortune  might  give 
them,  even  over  ^an  enemy.  At  last,  how- 
ever, we  weighed,  and  anchored  again  some- 
what nearer  the  harbour's  mouth,  where 
we  made  shift  to  land  our  marines,  who 
encamped  on  the  beach  in  despite  of  the 
enemy's  shot,  which  knocked  a  good  many 
of  them  on  the  head.  This  piece  of  con- 
duct, in  choosing  a  camp  under  the  walls  of 
an  enemy's  fortification,  which  I  believe 
never  happened  before,  was  practised,  I  pre- 
sume, with  a  view  of  accustoming  the  soldiers 
to  stand  fire,  who  were  not  as  yet  much  used 
to  discipline,  most  of  them  having  been 
taken  from  the  plough-tail  a  few  months  be- 
fore. This  expedient,  again,  has  furnished 
matter  for  censure  against  the  ministry,  for 
sending  a  few  raw  recruits  on  such  an  im- 
portant enterprise,  while  so  many  veteran 
regiments  lay  inactive  at  home :  but  surely 
our  governors  had  their  reasons  for  so  doing, 
which  possibly  may  be  disclosed  with  other 
secrets  of  the  deep.  Perhaps  they  were  loth 
to  risk  their  best  troops  on  such  desperate  ser- 
vice ;  or  the  colonels  and  field  officers  of  the 
old  corps,  who,  generally  speaking,  enjoyed 
their  commissions  as  sinecures  or  pensions 
for  some  domestic  services  tendered  to  the 
court,  refused  to  embark  in  such  a  dangerous 
and  precarious  undertaking:  for  which  re- 
fusal, no  doubt,  they  are  much  to  be  com- 
mended. 


CHAPTER  XXXII. 

Our  land  forces  being  disembarked,  erect  a 
fascine  battery — Our  ship  is  ordered, 
with  four  more,  to  batter  the  fort  of 
Boca  Chica — Mackshane*s  cowardice — 
the  chaplain^s  frenzy — honest  Rattlin 
loses  one  hand — his  heroism,  and  reflec- 
turns  on  the  battle — Cranwley^s  behaviour 
to  me  during  the  heat  of  the  fight. 

Dim  forces  beine   landed    and    stationed 
as  I  have   already  mentioned,  set   about 


erecting  a  fascine  battery  to  cannonade  the 
principal  fort  of  the  enemy ;  and  in  something 
more  than  three  weeks  it  was  ready  to  open. 
That  we  might  do  the  Spaniards  as  much 
honour  as  possible,  it  was  determined,  in  a 
council  of  war,  that  five  of  our  largest  ships 
should  attack  the  fort  on  one  side,  while  the 
battery,  strengthened  by  two  mortars  and 
twenty-four  cohoms,  should  ply  it  on  the 
other. 

.  Accordingly,  the  signal  for  our  ship  to  en- 
gage, among  others,  was  hoisted,  we  being 
advertised  the  night  before  to  make  every 
thing  clear  for  that  purpose ;  and  in  so  doing, 
a  difierence  happened  between  Captam 
Oakum  and  his  well-beloved  cousin  and 
counsellor  Mackshane,  which  had  well  nigh 
terminated  in  open  rupture.  The  doctor, 
who  had  imagined  there  was  no  more  danger 
of  being  hurt  by  the  enemy's  shot  in  the 
cockpit  than  in  the  centre  of  the  earth,  was 
lately  informed  that  a  surfi^eon's  mate  had 
been  killed  in  that  part  of  the  ship  by  a  can- 
non-ball from  two  small  redoubts  that  were 
destroyed  before  the  disembarkation  of  our 
soldiers,  and  therefore  insisted  upon  having 
a  platform  raised  for  the  convenience  of  the  ^ 
sick  and  wounded  in  the  afler-hold,  where  * 
he  deemed  himself  more  secure  tlian  on  the 
deck  above.  The  captain,  offended  at  this 
extraordinary  proposal,  accused  him  of  pusil-^ 
lanimity,  and  told  him  there  was  no  room  in' 
the  hold  for  such  an  occasion ;  or  if  there 
was,  he  could  not  expect  to  be  indulged 
more  than  the  rest  of  the  surgeons  of  the 
navy,  who  used  the  cockpit  for  that  purpose. 
Fear  rendering  Mackshane  obstinate,  he 
persisted  in  his  demand,  and  showed  his  in- 
structions, by  which  it  was  authorised.  The 
captain  swore  these  instructions  were  dic- 
tated by  a  parcel  of  lazy  poltroons  who  were 
never  at  sea ;  nevertheless,  he  was  obli^d 
to  comply,  and  sent  for  the  carpenter  to  give 
him  orders  about  it ;  but,  before  any  such 
measure  could  be  taken,  our  signal  was 
thrown  out,  and  the  doctor  compelled  to 
trust  his  carcass  in  the  cockpit,  where  Mor- 
gan and  I  were  busy  in  putting  our  instru- 
ments' and  dressings  in  order. 

Our  ship,  with  others  destined  for  this 
service,  immediately  weighed,  and,  in  less 
than  half  an  hour,  came  to  bA  anchor  before 
the  castle  of  Boca  Chica,  with  a  spring  upon 
our  cable ;  and  the  cannonading  (which  in- 
deed was  terrible!)  began.  The  surgeon, 
after  havin?  crossed  himself,  fell  flat  on  the 
deck ;  and  die  chaplain  and  purser,  who  were 
stationed  with  us  in  quality  of  assistants, 
followed  his  example,  while  the  Welshman 
and  I  sat  upon  a  chest  looking  at  one  another 
with  great  discomposure,  scarce  able  to  re- 
frain from  the  like  prostration.  And  that 
the  reader  may  know  it  was  not  a  common 
occasion  that  alarmed  us  thus,  I  must  inform 
him  of  the  particulars  of  this  dreadful  din 
that  astonished  us.    The  fire  of  the  Span- 
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iards  proceeded  from  eighty-four  great  guns, 
beside  a  mortar  and  Bmall  arms  in   Boca 
Chica,  thirty-six  in  Fort  St  Joseph,  twenty  in 
two  fascine  batteries,  and  four  men  of  war, 
mounting  sixty-four  guns  each.    This  was 
answered  by  our  land  battery,  mounted  with 
twenty-one  cannon,  two  mortars,  and  twenty, 
four  cOhorns,  and  five  great  ships  of  eighty 
or  seventy  guns,  that  fired  without  intermiss- 
ion.    We  had  not  been  many  minutes  en- 
gaged,  when    one  of  the  •  sailors  brought 
another  on  his  back  to  the  cockpit,  where 
he  tossed  him  down  like  a  bag  of  oats,  and 
pulling  out  his  pouch,  put  a  large  chew  of 
tobacco  in  his  mouth  without  speaking  a 
word.    Morj^an  immediately  examined  the 
condition  of  the  wounded  man,  and  cried 
out, — '<  As  I  shall  answer  now,  the  man  is 
as  tead  as  my  great  grandfather."     "  Dead!" 
said  his  comrade,  '*  he  may  be  dead  now,  for 
aught  I  know,  but  PU  be  damn'd  if  he  was 
not  alive  when  I  took  him  up."     So  saying, 
he  was  about  to  return  to  his  quarters,  when 
I  bade  him  carry  the  body  along  with  him, 
and  throw  it  overboard.     "  D — n  the  body!" 
said  he,  "  I  think  'tis  fair  enough  if  I  take 
,  care  of  my  own."    My  fello^v-mate  snatch- 
ing up  the  amputation  knife,  pursued  him 
half-way  up  the  cockpit  ladder,  crying, — 
**  You  lousy  rascal,  is  this  the  church>yard, 
.or  the  chnrnel-house,  or  the  sepulchre,  or 
the  Golgotha  of  the  ship?"  but  was  stopped 
in  his  career  by  one  calling, — "  Yo  ho,  avast 
there — scaldings."     "  ScaTdings !"  answered 
Morgan,  "Got  knows,  'tis  hot  enough  in- 
deed ;  who  are  youT"    Here's  one,"  replied 
the  voice ;  and  I  immediately  knew  it  to  be 
that  of  my  honest  friend  Jack  Rattlin,  who, 
coming  towards   me,  told  me,  with  great 
deliberation,  he  was  come  to  be  docked  at 
last,   and  discovered  the  remains  of  one 
hand  which  had  been  shattered  to  pieces 
with  a  grape-shot.    I  lamented  with  un- 
feigned sorrow  bis  misfortune,   which  he 
bore  with  heroic  courage,  observing,  that 
every  shot  had  its  commission ;  it  was  well 
it  did  not  take  him  in  the  head,  or,  if  it  had, 
what  then?   he  should  have  died  bravely, 
fighting  for  his  king  and  country.    Death 
was  a  debt  which  every  man  owed,  and 
must  pay;  and  that  now  was  as  well  as 
another  time.    I  was  much  pleased  and  edi- 
fied with  the  maxims  of  this  sea- philosopher, 
who  endured  the  amputation  of  his  left  hand 
witliout  shrinking;  the  operation  being  per- 
formed, at  his  request,  by  me,  after  Mack- 
shane,  who  was  with  difficulty  prevailed  to 
lift  his  head  from  the  deck,  had  declared 
there'  was  a  necessity  for  his  losing  the 
limb.     While  I  was  employed  in  dressing 
the  stump,  1  asked  Jack's  opinion  of  the 
battle,  who,  shaking  his  head,  frankly  told 
me^  he  believed  we  should  do  no  good ;  '*  for 
why,  because  instead  of  dropping  anchor 
doee  vnder  shore,  where  we  should  have 


had  to  deal  with  one  comer  of  Boca  Chica 
only,  we  had  opened  the  harbour,  and  ex- 
posed ourselves  to  the  whole  fire  of  the 
enemy  from  their  shipping  and  Fort  St  Jo- 
seph, as  well  as  from  the  castle  we  intended 
to  cannonade ;  that,  besides,  we  lay  at  too 
great  a  distance  to  damage  the  walls,  and 
three  parts  in  four  of  our  shot  did  not  take 
place;  for  there  was  scarce  any  body  on 
board  who  understood  the  pointing  of  a  gun. 
Ah !  God  help  us !"  continued  he,  "  if  your 
kinsman.    Lieutenant   Bowling,   had    been 
here,  we  should  have  had  other  guess-work.'* 
By  this  time  our  patients  had  increased  to 
such  a  number,  that  wc  did  not  know  which 
to  begin  with;  and  the  first  mate  plainly 
^Id  the  surgeon,  that  if  he  did  not  get  up 
immediately,  and  perform  his  duty,  he  would 
complain  of  his  behaviour  to  the  admiral, 
and  make  application  for  his  warrant.    This 
remonstrance  effectually  roused  Mackshane, 
who  was  never  deaf  to  an  argument  in  which 
he  thought  his  interest  was  concerned ;  he 
therefore  rose  up,  and,  in  order  to  strengthen 
his  resolution,  had  recourse  more  than  once 
to  a  case-bottle  of  rum,  which  he  freely  com- 
municated to  the  chaplain  and  purser,  who 
had  as  much  need  of  such  extraordinary  in- 
s{#ration  as  himself.    Being  thus  supported, 
he  went  to  work,  and  arms  and  legs  were 
hewed  down  without  mercy.    The  fimes  of 
the  liquor  mounting  into  the  parson's  brain, 
conspired,  with  his  former  agitation  of  spirits, 
to  make  him  quite  delirious:  he  stripped 
himself  to  the  skin,  and,  besmearing  his 
body  with  blood,  could  scarce  be  withheld 
from  running  upon  deck  in  that  condition. 
Jack  Rattlin,  scandalized  at  this  deportment, 
endeavoured  to  allay  his  transports  with 
reason ;  but  finding  all  he  said  ineffectual, 
and  great  confusion  occasioned  by  his  frolics, 
he  knocked  him  down  with  his  right  hand, 
and  by  threats  kept  him  quiet  in  that  state 
of  humiliation.    But  it  was  not  in  the  power 
of  rum  to  elevate  the  purser,  who  sat  on  the 
floor  wringing  his  hands,  and  cursing  the 
hour  in  which  he  left  his  peaceable  profess- 
ion of  a  brewer  in  Rochester,  to  engage  in 
such  a  life  of  terror  and  disquiet.     While 
we  diverted  ourselves  at  the  expense  of  this 
poor  devil,  a  shot  happened  to  take  us  be- 
tween wind  and  water,  and  (its  course  being 
through  tlie  purser's  store-room)  made  a 
terrible  havock  and  noise'  among  the  jars 
and  bottles  in  its  way,  and  disconcerted 
Mackshane    so    much,  that  he  dropt   his 
scalpel,  and,  falling  down  on  his  knees,  pro> 
nounccd  his  patemoater  aloud;  the  purser 
fell  backward,  and  la^  without  sense  or  mo- 
tion ;  and  the  chaplain  grew  so  outrageous, 
that  Rattlin  with  one  hand  could  not  keep 
him  under;  so  that  we  were  obliged  to  con* 
fine  him  in  the  surgeon's  cabin,  where  he 
was  no  doubt  guiltv  of  a  thousand  extrava^ 
gancies.     Mudi  about  this  time,  my  old 
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antagonist  Crampley  came  down,  with  ex- 
press orders,  as  he  said,  to  brin^  me  up  to 
the  quarter-deck,  to  dress  a  shght  wound 
the  captain  had  received  by  a  splinter ;  his 
reason  for  honouring  me  in  particular  with 
this  piece  of  service  beinff,  that,  in  case  I 
should  be  killed  or  disabled  by  the  way,  my 
death  or  mutilation  would  be  of  less  conse- 
quence to  the  ship's  company  than  that  of 
tne  doctor  or  his  first  mate.  At  another 
time,  perhaps,  I  might  have  disputed  his 
order,  to  wnich  I  was  not  bound  to  pay  the 
least  regard ;  but  as  I  thouerht  my  reputation 
depended  upon  my  compliance,  I  was  re- 
solved to  convince  my  rival  that  I  was  no 
more  afraid  than  he  of  exposinjg;  myself  to 
danger.  With  this  view  I  provided  rayse^ 
with  dressings,  and  followed  him  immediately 
to  the  quarter-deck,  through  a  most  infernal 
scene  of  slaughter,  fire,  smoke,  and  uproar ! 
Captain  Oakum,  who  leaned  against  the 
mizen-mast,  no  sooner  saw  me  approach  in 
my  shirt,  with  the  sleeves  tucked  up  to  mv 
arm-pits,  and  my  hands  dyed  with  blooa, 
than  he  signified  his  displeasure  by  a  frown, 
and  asked  why  the  doctor  himself  did  not 
comel  I  told  him  Crampley  had  singled  me 
out,  as  if  by  express  command ;  at  which 
reply  he  seemed  surprized,  and  threat«lied 
to  punish  the  midshipman  for  his  presuilnp- 
tion  after  the  engagement:  in  the  mean 
time  I  was  sent  back  to  my  station,  and 
ordered  to  tell  Mackshane  that  the  captain 
expected  him  immediately.  I  got  safe  back, 
and  delivered  my  commission  to  the  doctor, 
who  flatly  refused  to  quit  the  post  aseie^ed 
to  him  by  his  instructions ;  whereupon  Mor- 
gan, who,  I  believe,  was  jealous  of  my  repu- 
tation for  courage,  undertook  the  affair,  and 
ascended  with  great  intrepidity.  The  cap- 
tain finding  the  surgeon  obstinate,  sufiered 
himself  to  be  dressed,  and  swore  he  would 
confine  Mackshane  as  soon  as  the  service 
should  be  over. 


CHAPTER  XXin. 

A  breach  being  made  in  the  waUst  our  9ol- 
diert  give  tne  assaultf  and  take  the  place 
toithout  opposition— our  »aUor»  at  the 
game  time  become  masters  of  aU  the  other 
strengths  near  Boca  Chica,  and  take  pos- 
session of  the  harbour — the  good  conse- 
quence  of  this  success — we  move  nearer 
the  town—find  two  forts  deserted^  and  the 
ehiomel  blocked  up  with  sunk  vessels^ 

*  which^  however^  we  find  means  to  clear — 
Utnd  our  soldiers  at  La  (^uinta — repulse 
m  body  of  militia — attack  the  castle  of  St 
Lazar,  and  are  forced  to  retreat  with 
great  loss-^the  remains  of  our  army  are 
re^^mbarkedr—an  ^ort  of  the  admiral  to 
take  the  town — the  economy  of  our  expO' 
dition  described. 
4P* 


Hayino  cannonaded  the  fort  during  the  space 
of  four  hours,  we  were  all  ordered  to  slip  our 
cables  and  sheer  off;  but  next  day  the  en- 
gagement was  renewed,  and  continued  from 
the  morning  till  the  afternoon,  when  the 
enemy's  fire  from  Boca  Chica  slackened)  and 
towards  evening  was  quite  silenced.  A 
breach  being  made  on  the  other  side  by  our 
land  battery,  large  enough  to  admit  a  middle- 
sized  baboon,  provided  he  could  find  means  to 
climb  up  to  it,  our  general  proposed  to  give 
the  assault  that  very  night,  and  actually  or- 
dered a  detachment  on  that  duty.  Providence 
stood  our  friend  upon  this  occasion,  and  put 
it  into  the  hearts  of  the  Spaniards  to  abandon 
the  fort,  which  mi^ht  have  been  maintained 
by  resolute  men  till  the  day  of  judgment, 
against  all  the  force  we  could  exert  in  the  at- 
tack  ;  and  while  our  soldiers  took  possession 
of  the  enemy's  ramparts  without  resistance, 
the  same  good  luck  attended  a  body  of  sailors, 
who  made  themselves  masters  of  fort  St 
Joseph,  the  fascine  batteries,  and  one  Span- 
ish  man  of  war ;  the  other  three  being  burnt 
or  sunk  by  the  foe,  that  they  might  not  fall 
into  our  hands.  The  taking  of  these  forts, 
in  the  strength  of  which  the  Spaniards  chiefly 
confided,  made  us  masters  of  the  outward 
harbour,  and  occasioned  great  joy  amon?  us, 
as  we  laid  our  accounts  with  finding  little  or 
no  opposition  from  the  town ;  and  indeed,  if 
a  few  .great  ships  had  sailed  up  immediately, 
before  they  had  recovered  from  the  confusion 
and  despair  that  our  unexpected  success  had 
produced  among  them,  it  is  not  impossible 
that  we  might  have  finished  the  affair  to  our 
satisfaction  without  any  more  bloodshed ; 
but  this  step  our  heroes  disdained,  as  a  bar- 
barous insalt  over  the  enemy's  distress,  and 
gave  them  all  the  respite  they  could  desire, 
m  order  to  recollect  themselves.  In  the 
mean  time  Mackshane,  taking  the  advantage 
of  this  general  exultation,  waited  on  our  cap- 
tain, and  pleaded  his  own  cause  so  effectually, 
that  he  was  re-established  in  his  good  graces ; 
and  as  for  Crampley,  there  was  no  more 
notice  taken  of  his  behaviour  towards 
me  during  the  action.  But  of  all  the  con- 
sequences of  the  victory,  none  was  more 
gratefiil  than  plenty  of  fresh  water,  after  we 
had  languished  five  weeks  on  the  allowance 
of  a  purser's  quart  per  diem  for  each  man, 
in  the  torrid  zone,  where  the  sun  was  verti- 
cal, and  the  expense  of  bodily  fluid  so  great, 
that  a  gallon  of  liquor  could  scarce  supply 
the  waste  of  twenty-four  hours ;  especially 
as  our  provision  consisted  of  putrid  salt  beef, 
to  which  the  sailors  gave  the  name  of  Irish 
horse ;  salt  pork  of  New  England,  which, 
though  neither  fish  nor  flesh,  savoured  of 
both ;  bread  from  the  same  country,  every 
biscuit  whereof,  like  a  piece  of  clock-work, 
moved  by  its  own  internal  impulse,  occa- 
sioned by  the  myriads  of  insects  that  dwelt 
within  it ;  and  butter  served  out  by  the  gill. 
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that  tasted  like  train-oil  thickened  with  salt. 
Instead  of  small  beer,  each  man  was  allowed 
three  half  quarterns  of  brandy  or  rum,  which 
were  distributed  every  morning,  diluted  with 
a  certain  quantity  of  the  water,  without 
either  sugar  or  fruit  to  render  it  palatable ;  for 
which  reason  this  composition  was,  by  the 
sailors,  not  unaptly,  styled  necessity.    Nor 
was  this  limitation  of  simple  element  owing 
to  a  scarcity  of  it  on  board,  for  there  was  at 
this  time  water  enough  in  the  ship  for  a  voy- 
age of  six  months,  at  the  rate  of  half  a  gal- 
lon per  day  to  each  man ;  but  this  fast  roust, 
I  suppose,  have  been  enjoined  by  way  of  pen- 
ance on  the  ship's  company  for  their  sins ;  or 
rather  with  a  view  to  mortify  them  into  a 
contempt  of  life,  that  they  might  thereby 
become  more  resolute  and  regartfless  of  dan- 
ger.   How  simply,  then,  do  those  people 
argue,  who  ascribe  the  great  mortality  among 
us  to  our  bad  provision  and  want  of  water ; 
and  affirm,  that  a  great  many  valuable  lives 
might  have  been  saved,  if  the  useless  trans- 
ports had  been  employed  in  fetching  fresh 
stock,  turtle,  fruit,  and  other  refreshments 
from  Jamaica,  and  other  adjacent  islands,  for 
the  use  of  the  army  and  fleet ;  seeing,  it  is  to 
be  hoped,  that  those  who  died  went  to  a  bet- 
ter place,  and  those  who  survived  were  the 
more  easily  maintained.    After  all,  a  suffi- 
cient number  remained  to  fall  before  the  walls 
of  St  Lazar,  where  they  behaved  like  their 
own  country  mastifis,  which  shut  their  eyes, 
run  into  the  jaws  of  a  bear,  and  have  their 
heads  crushed  for  their  valour. 
-'-^But  to  return    to  my  narration : — ^Afler 
having  put  garrisons  into  the  forts  we  had 
taken,  and  re-embarked  our  soldiers  and  ar- 
tillery, a  piece  of  service  that  detained  us 
more  than  a  week,  we  ventured  up  to  the 
mouth  of  the  inner  harbour,  guarded  by  a 
large  fortification  on  one  side,  and  a  small 
redoubt  on  the  other,  both  of  which  were  de- 
serted before  our  approach,  and  the  entrance 
of  the  harbour  blocked  up  by  several  old  gal- 
leons, and  two  men  of  war  that  the  enemy 
had  sunk  in  the  channel.    We  made  shift, 
however,  to  open  a  passage  for  some  ships, 
that  favoured  a  second  landing  of  our  troops, 
at  a  place  called  La  Quinta,  not  far  &om  Uie 
town,  where,  after  a  fiiint  resistance  from  a 
body  of  Spaniards,  who  opposed  their  disem- 
barkation, they  encamped,  with  a  design  of 
besieging  the  castle  of  St  Lazar,  which  over- 
looked and  commanded  the  citv.     Whether 
our  renowned  general  had  nobody  in  his  army 
who  knew  how  to  approach  it  in  form,  or  that 
he  trusted  entirely  to  the  fame  of  his  arms,  I 
shall  not  determine,  but  certain  it  is,  a  reso- 
lution was  taken  in  a  council  of  war  to  attack 
the  place  with  musketry  onlv.    This  was  put 
in    execution,  and  succeeded  accordingly; 
the  enemy  ffiving  them  such  a  hearty  recep- 
tion, that  the  greatest  part  of  the  detachment 
took  up  their  everlasting  residence  on  the 
spot.    Our  chief,  not  relishing  this  kind  of 


complaisance  in  the  Spaniards,  was  wise 
enough  to  retreat  on  board  with  the  remains 
of  his  army,  which,  from  eight  thousand  able 
men  landed  on  the  beach  near  Boca  Cbica, 
was  now  reduced  to  fifteen  hundred  fit  for 
service.      The  sick    and    wounded    were 
sqpeezed  into  certain  vessels,  which  thence 
obtained  the  name  of  hospital  ships,  though 
methinks  they  scarce  deserved  such  a  credit- 
able  title,  seeing  few  of  them  could  boast  of 
their  surgeon,  nurse,  or  cook ;  and  the  space 
between  decks  was  so  confined,  that  the  mis- 
erable patients  had  not  room  to  sit  upright  in 
their  beds.    Their  wounds  and  stumps  being 
neffleeted,  contracted  filth  and  putrefaction, 
and  millions  of  maggots  were  hatched  amidst 
t^  corruption  of  their^ores.    This  inhuman 
disregard  was  imputed  to  the  scarcity  of  sur- 
geons, though  it  is  well  known  that  every 
great  ship  in  the  fleet  could  have  spared  one 
at  least  for  this  duty ;  an  expedient  which 
would  have   been  more  than  sufficient  to 
remove  this  shocking  iQconvenience.    But ' 
perhaps  the  general  was  too  much  of  a  gen- 
tleman  to  ask  a  favour  of  this  kind  from  his 
fellow-chief,  who,  on  the  other  hand,  would 
not  derogate  so  much  from  his  own  dignity 
as  to  o&T  such  assistance  unasked ;  for  I 
may*venture  to  affirm,  that  by  this  time  the 
demon  of  discord,  with  her  sooty  wings,  had« 
breathed  her  influence  upon  our  counsels; 
and  it  might  be  said  of  these  great  men  (I 
hope  they  will  pardon  the  comparison),  as  of 
Ciesar  and  Pompey,  the  one  could  not  brook 
a  superior,  and  the  other  was  impatient  of 
an  equal ;  so  that,  between  the  pride  of  one  ' 
and  insolence  of  another,  the  enterprise  mis- 
carried, according  to  the  proverb, — "  between 
two  stools  the  backside  falls  to  the  ^und." 
Not  that  I  would  be  thought  to  liken  any 
public  concern  to  that  opprobrious  part  of  the 
human  body,  though  I  might  with  truth  as- 
sert, if  I  durst  use  such  a  vulgar  idiom,  that 
the  nation  did  hang  an  a— «e  at  its  disap- 

f  ointment  on  this  occasion ;  neither  would 
presume  to  compare  the  capacity  of  our 
heroic  leaders  to  any  such  wooden  conve- 
nience as  a  joint-stool,  or  a  close>stool ;  but 
only  to  signify  by  this  simile,  the  mistake  the 
people  committed  in  trusting  to  the  union  of 
two  instruments  that  were  never  joined. 

A  day  or  two  after  the  attempt  on  St  La- 
zar, the  admiral  ordered  one  of  the  Spanish 
men  of  war  we  had  taken  to  be  mounted  with 
sixteen  guns,  and  manned  with  detachments 
from  our  great  ships  in  order  to  batter  the 
town.  Accordingly  she  was  towed  into  tlie 
inner  hariraur  in  the  niffht,  and  moored  with- 
in half  a  mile  of  the  wuls,  against  which  she 
began  to  &ce  at  day-break,  and  continued 
about  six  hours  exposed  to  the  opposition  of 
at  least  thirty  pieces  of  cannon,  which  at 
length  obliged  our  men  to  set  her  on  fire,  and 
get  ofl^  as  well  as  they  could  in  their  boats. 
This  piece  of  conduct  affi^rded  matter  of  spe- 
culation to  all  the  wits  either  in  the  army  or 
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navy,  who  were  at  last  fain  to  acknowledge 
it  was  a  stroke  of  policy  above  their  compre- 
henaion.     Some  entertained  such  an  irrever- 
ent  opinion  of  the  admiraPa  nnderstanding, 
as  to  think  he  expected  the  town  would  sur- 
render to  his  floating  battery  of  sixteen  guns. 
Others  imagined  his  sole  intention  was  to  tiy 
the  enemy's  strength,  by  which  he  should  be 
able  to  compute  the  number  of  mat  ships 
that  wocdd  be  necessary  to  force  the  town  to 
a  capitulation  :  but  this  last  conjecture  soon 
appeared  groundless,  inasmuch  as  no  ships 
of  any  kind  whatever  were  afterwards  em- 
ployed  on  that  service.    A  third  sort  swore, 
that  no  other  cause  could  be  assigned  for 
tlus  undertaking,  than  that  which  induced 
Don   Quixote  to  attack  the  windmill.    A 
fourth  class  (and  that  the  most  numerous, 
though,  without  doubt,  composed  of  the  san- 
guine and  malicious)  plainly  taxed  this  com- 
mander with  want  of  honesty,  as  well  as 
sense ;  and  alleged  that  he  ought  to  have 
sacrificed  private  pique  to  the  interest  of  his 
country ;  that  where  the  lives  of  so  many 
brave   fellow-citizens  were  concerned,   he 
ought  to  have  concurred  with  the  ^neral, 
without  being  solicited,  or  even  desired,  to- 
wards their  preservation    and  advantasfe ; 
that  if  his  arguments  could  not  dissuade  him 
from  a  desperate  enterprise,  it  was  his  duty 
to  have  rendered  it  as  practicable  as  possible, 
without  running  extreme  hazard ;  that  this 
could  have  been  done,  with  a  good  prospect 
of  success,  by  ordering  five  or  six  large  ships 
to  batter  the  town,  while  the  land  forces 
stormed  the  castle ;  bv  these  means  a  consid- 
erable  diversion  would  have  been  made  in 
fiivour  of  those  troops,  who,  in  their  march 
to  the  assault,  and  in  the  retreat,  suffbred 
much  more  from  the  town  than  from  the  cas- 
Ue ;  that  the  inhabitants,  seeing  themselves 
vigorously  attacked  on  all  hands,  would  have 
been  divided,  distracted,  and  confused,  and, 
in  all  probability,  unable  to  resist  the  assail- 
ants.   But  all  these  suggestions  surely  pro- 
ceeded firom  ignorance  and  malevolence,  or 
else  the  admir^  would  not  have  found  it  such 
an  easy  matter,  at  his  return  to  England, 
to  justify  his  conduct  to  a  ministry  at  once 
60  uprisht  and  discerning.    True  it  is,  that 
those  who  undertook  to  vindicate  him  on  the 
spot,  asserted  that  there    was  not  water 
enough  for  our  great  ships  near  the  town  ; 
though  this  was  a  little  unfortunately  urged, 
because  there  happened  to  be  pilots  in  the 
fleet  perfectiy  well  acquainted  with  the  sound- 
ings of  the  harbour,  who  affirmed  there  was 
water  enough  for  five  eiffhty-gun  ships  to  lie 
a-breast,  almost  up  at  the  very  walls.    The 
disappointments  we  suffered  occasioned  an 
tmiversal  dejection;  which  was  not  at  all 
alleviated  by  the  objects  that  daily  and  hourly 
entertained  our  eyes,  nor  by  the  prospect  of 
what  must  have  inevitably  happened,  had  we 
remained  much  longer  in  this  place.  Such  was 
the  economy  ib  some  ships,  that,  rather  than  I 


be  at  the  trouble  of  interring  the  dead,  the 
commanders  ordered  the  men  to  throw  their 
bodies  overboard,  many  without  either  ballast 
or  windinff-sheet ;  so  that  numbers  of  human 
carcases  floated  in  the  harbour,  until  they 
were  devoured  by  sharks  and  carrion  crows, 
which  afibrded  no  agreeable  spectacle  to  those 
who  survived.  At  the  same  time  the  wet 
season  began,  during  which  a  deluge  of  rain 
falls  from  the  rising  to  the  setting  of  the  sun 
without  -intermission ;  and  that  no  sooner 
ceases  than  it  begins  to  thunder  and  lighten 
with  such  continual  flashing  that  one  can  see 
to  read  a  very  small  print  by  the  illumination. 


CHAPTER  XXXIV. 

An  eptdetnie  fever  rages  among  us^-toe 
abandon  our  conquests — /  am  seized  with 
the  distemper;  write  a  petition  to  the 
captain,  which  is  rejectei—I  am  in  dan* 
ger  of  suffocation  through  the  malice 
of  Crampley ;  and  relieved  by  a  serjeant — 
my  fever  increases — the  chaplain  wants  to 
confess  me — /  obtain  a  favourable  crisis 
— Morgan's  affection  for  me  proved — the 
behaviour  of  Mackshane  and  Crampley 
towards  me — Captain  Oakum  is  removed 
into  another  ship,  with  his  beloved  doctor 
—our  new  captain  described — an  adveU" 
ture  of  Morgan, 

Thb  chan£;e  of  the  atmosphere,  occasioned 
by  this  phenomenon,  conspired,  with  the 
stench  that  surrounded  us,  the  heat  of  the 
climate,  our  own  constitutions  impover- 
ished by  bad  provisions,  and  our  despair,  to 
introduce  the  bilious  fever  among  us,  which 
raged  with  such  violence,  that  three-fourths 
of  those  whom  it  invaded  died  in  a  deplorable 
manner,  the  colour  of  their  skin  being,  by  the 
extreme  putrefaction  of  their  juices,  changed 
into  that  of  soot.     ^ 

Our  conductors,  finding  things  in  this  situ- 
ation, perceived  it  was  high  time  to  relinquish 
our  conquests ;  and  this  we  did,  after  having 
rendered  their  artillery  useless,  and  blown  up 
their  walls  with  gunpowder.  Just  as  we 
sailed  from  Boca  Uhica  on  our  return  to  Ja- 
maica, I  found  myself  threatened  with  the 
symptoms  of  this  terrible  distemper ;  *and 
knowing  very  well  that  I  stood  no  chance  for 
my  life,  if  I  should  be  obliged  to  lie  in  the 
cockpit,  which  by  this  time  was  grown  intol- 
erable even  to  people  in  health,  by  reason  of 
the  heat  and  unwholesome  smell  of  decayed 
provision,  I  wrote  a  petition  to  the  captain, 
representing  my  case,  and  humbly  imploring 
his  permission  to  lie  among  the  soldiers  in 
the  middle  deck,  for  the  benefit  of  the  air : 
but  I  might  have  spared  myself  the  trouble  ; 
for  this  humane  commander  refused  ray  re- 
quest, and  ordered  me  to  continue  In  the 
place  allotted  for  the  surgeon's  mates,  or  else 
to  be  contented  to  lie  in  the  hospital*  whicb* 
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hj  the  by,  was  three  degrees  more  offensive 
and  more  sufibcating  thin  our  own  berth  be- 
low.  Another  in  my  condition,  perhaps, 
woold  have  submitted  to  his  fate,  and  died 
in  a  pet ;  but  I  could  not  brook  the  thoughts 
of  perishing  so  pitifuyy,  after  I  had  w^ith- 
ered  so  many  gales  of  hard  fortune :  I  there- 
fore, without  minding  Oakum's  injunctioa, 
Frevailed  upon  the  soldiers  (whose  ffood  will 
had  acquired)  to  admit  my  hammock  among 
them,  and  actually  congratulated  myself  upon 
my  comfortable  situation,  which  Crampley 
no  sooner  understood,  than  he  signified  to 
the  captain  my  contempt  of  his  orders,  and 
was  invested  with  the  power  to  turn  me  down 
again  into  my  proper  habitation.  This  bar- 
barous piece  of  revenge  incensed  me  so  much 
against  the  author,  that  I  vowed,  with  bitter 
imprecations,  to  call  him  to  a  severe  account, 
if  ever  it  should  be  in  my  power ;  and  the 
agitation  of  my  spirits  increased  my  fever  to 
•  a  violent  de^;ree.  While  I  lay  gasping  for 
breath  in  this  infernal  abode,  1  was  visited 
by  a  Serjeant,  the  bones  of  whose  nose  I  had 
reduced  and  set  to  rights,  after  they  had  been 
demolished  by  a  splinter  during  our  last  en- 

fagement.    He  being  informed  of  m^  con- 
ition,  offered  me  the  use  of  his  berth  in  the 
middle  deck,  which  was  enclosed  with  can- 

•  vass,  and  well  aired  by  a  port-hole  that  re- 
mained open  within  it.  I  embraced  this  pro- 
posal with  joy»  and  was  immediately  con- 

'  ducted  to  the  place,  where  I  was  treated,  while 
my  illness  lasted,  with  the  utmost  tenderness 
and  care  by  this  ^tefttl  halberdier,  who  had 
no  other  bed  ibr  himself  than  a  heiicoop  dur- 
ing the  whole  passage.  Here  I  lay,  and  en- 
joyed the  breeze ;  notwithstanding  which,  my 
malady  gained  ground,  and  at  length  my  life 
was  despaired  of,  though  I  never  lost  hopes 
of  recovery,  even  when  I  had  the  mortifica- 
tion to  see  from  my  cabin  window,  six  or 
seven  thrown  overboard  every  day,  who  died 
of  the  same  distemper.  This  confidence,  I 
am  persliaded,  conduced  a  great  deal  to  the 
preservation  of  my  life,  especially  when  join- 
ed to  another  resolution  I  took  at  the  begin- 
ning, namely^  to  refiise  all  medicine,  which  I 
could  not  help  thinking  co-operated  with  the 
disease,  and  instead  of  resisting  putrefaction, 
promoted  a  total  degeneracy  of  the  vital' 
fluid.  When  my  friend  Morgan,  therefore, 
brought  his  diaphoretic  boluses,  I  put  tl)em  in 
my  mouth,  'tis  true,  but  without  any  inten- 
tion of  swallowing  them ;  and,  when  he 
went  away,  spit  them  out,  and  washed  my 
mouth  with  water-gruel.  I  seemingly  com- 
plied in  this  manner,  that  I  might  not  affh)nt 
the  blood  of  Caractacus,  by  a  refusal  which 
might  have  intimated  a  difiidence  of  his  phy- 
sical capacity ;  for  he  acted  as  my  physician. 
Doctor  Mackshane  never  once  inquiring  about 
me,  or  even  knowing  where  I  was.  When 
my  distemper  was  at  the  heisfht,  Morgan 
thought  my  case  desperate ;  and  after  having 
applied  a  blister  •  to  the  nape  of  my  neck. 


squeezed  my  hand,  bidding  me,  with  a  wo- 
fiu  countenance,  recQmmend  myself  to  Got 
and  my  Reteemer ;  thto  taking  his  leave, 
desired  the  chaplain  to  come  ana  administer 
some  spiritual  consolation  to  me;  but  before 
he  arrived,  I  made  shift  to  rid  mvself  of  the 
troublesome  application  the  Welshman  had 
bestowed  on  my  back.  The  parson  having 
felt  my  pulse,  inquired  into  the  nature  of  my 
complaints,  hemmed  a  little,  and  hejpLn  thus : 
— *'  MX  Random,  God  out  of  his  infinite  mer- 
cy hath  been  pleased  to  visit  you  with  a  dread- 
ftd  distemper,  the  issue  of  w)iich  no  man 
knows.  You  may  bei  permitted  to  recover 
and  live  many  days  on  the  face  of  the  earth ; 
and,  which  is  more  probable,  you  may  be 
taken  away  and  cut  off  in  the  flower  of  your, 
youth  ;  it  is  incumbent  on  you,  therefore,  to 
prepare  for  the  great  change,  by  repenting 
sincerely  of  your  sins ;  of  this  there  cannot 
be  a  greater  sign,  than  an  ingenuous  confess- 
ion, which  I  conjure  you  to  make,  without 
hesitation,  or  mental  reservation ;  and  when 
I  am  convinced  of  your  sincerity,  I  will  then 
give  you  such  comfort  as  the  situation  of 
your  soul  will  admit  of.  Without  doubt,  you 
have  been  guilty  of  numberless  transgress- 
ions to  which  youth  is  subject,  as  swearing, 
<hiinkenness,  whoredom,  and  adultery ;  tell 
me,  therefore,  without  reserve,  the  particu- 
lars of  each,  especially  the  last,  that  I  may 
be  acquainted  with  the  true  state  of  your 
conscience  ;  for  no  physician  will  prescribe 
for  his  patient  until  he  knows  the  circumstan. 
ces  of  nis  disease."  As  I  was  not  under  any 
apprehensions  of  death,  I  could  not  help 
smiling  at  the  chaplain's  inquisitive  remon- 
strance, which  I  told  him  savoured  more  of 
the  Roman  than  of  the  protestant  church,  in 
recommending  auricular  confession ;  a  thing, 
in  my  opinion,  not  at  all  necessarv  to  salva- 
tion, and  which,  for  that  reason,  1  declined. 
This  reply  disconcerted  him  a  little ;  how, 
ever,  he  explained  away  his  meaning,  in 
making  learned  distinctions  between  what 
was  absolutely  necessary,  and  what  was  only 
convenient :  then  proceeded  to  ask  what  re- 
ligion I  professed.  I  answered,  that  I  had 
not  as  yet  considered  the  difference  of  reli- 
gions, consequently  had  not  fixed  on  any  one 
in  particular,  but  that  I  was  bred  a  presby- 
tenan.  At  this  word  the  chaplain  expressed 
great  astonishment,  and  said  he  could  not 
comprehend  how  a  presbyterian  was  entitled 
to  any  post  under  tne  English  government. 
Then  he  asked  if  I  had  ever  received  the 
sacrament,  or  taken  the  oaths ;  to  which 
questions  1  replying  in  the  negative,  he  held 
up  his  hands,  assured  me  he  could  do  me  no 
service,  wished  I  might  not  be  in  a  state  of 
reprobation,  and  returned  to  his  messmates, 
who  were  making  merry  in  the  ward-room,, 
around  a  table  well  stored  with  bumbo*  and 

*  Bnrobo  is  » liquor  compoBed  of  nun,  Mftgarf 
WRter  And  nutmeg. 
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wine.  This  insinuatioiH  terrible  as  it  was, 
had  not  such  an  effect  upon  me  as  the  fever, 
which;  soon  after  he  bad.left  me,  grew  out- 
rageous ;  I  began  to  see  strange  chimeras, 
and  concluded  myself  on  the  point  of  becom- 
ing ddirious ;  in  the  mean  time,  bein^  in 
great  danger  of  suffocation,  I  started  up  m  a 
kind  of  frantic  fit,  with  an  intention  to  plunge 
myself  into  the  sea ;  and  as  my  friend  the 
Serjeant  was  not  present,  would  certainly 
have  cooled  myself  to  some  purpose,  had  I 
not  perceived  &  moisture  upon  my  thigh,  as 
1  endeavoured  to  set  out  of  my  hammock : 
the  appearance  of  this  revived  my  hopes, 
Qud  I  had  reflection  and  resolution  enough  to 
take  the  advantage  of  this  favourable  symp- 
tom, by  tearing  the  shirt  firom  my  body,  and 
sheets  from  my  bed,  and  wrapping  myself  in 
a  thick  blanket,  in  which  inclosure,  for  about 
a  quarter  of  an  hour,  I  felt  the  pains  of  hell ; 
but  it  was  not  long  before  I  was  recompensed 
for  my  suffering  by  a  profuse  sweat,  that, 
bursting  from  the  whole  surface  of  my  skin, 
in  less  than  two  hours  relieved  me  from  all 
my  complaints,  except  that  of  weakness,  and 
left  me  as  hungry  as  a  kite.  I  enjoyed  a  very 
comfortable  nap,  after  which  1  was  regaling 
myself  with  the  agreeable  revery  oFmy  fu- 
ture hlLppiness,  when  I  hetfrd  Morgan,  on  the 
outside  of  the  curtain,  ask  the  Serjeant  if  I 
was  alive  still?  "Alive,"  cried  the  other, 
**  God  forbid  he  should  be  otherwise  !  he  has 
lain  quiet  these  five  hours,  and  I  do  not  choose 
to  disturb  him,  for  sleep  will  do  him  great 
service."  **  Aye,"  said  my  fellow-matCt  "  he 
sleeps  so  sound,  look  you,  that  he  will  never 
waken  till  the  great  trump  blows.  Got  be 
merciful  to  his  soul !  he  has  paid  his  debt 
like  an  honest  man.  Aye,  and  moreover,  he 
is  at  rest  from  all  persecutions,  and  troubles, 
and  afflictions,  of  which,  Got  knows,  and  I 
know,  he  had  his  own  .  share.  Ochree ! 
ochree !  he  was  a  promising  youth,  indeed." 
8o  saying,  he  groaned  grievously,  and  began 
to  whine  in  such  a  manner  as  persuaded  me 
lie  had  a  real  friendship  for  me.  The  Ser- 
jeant, alarmed  at  his  words,  came  into  the 
berth,  and,  while  he  looked  upon  me,  I  smiled, 
and  tipped  him  the  wink ;  he  immediately 
jessed  my  meaning,  and  remaining  silent, 
Morgan  was  confirmed  in  his  opinion  of  my 
being  dead ;  whereupon  he  approached  with 
tears  in  his  eyes,  in  order  to  indulge  his  grief 
with  the  sight  of  the  object ;  and  1  counter, 
felted  death  so  well,  by  fixing  my  eyes,  and 
dropping  my  under  jaw,  uiat  he  said, — 
**  There  he  lies,  no  petter  than  a  lump  of 
clay^  Got  help  me ;"  and  observed  by  the 
distortion  of  my  face,  that  I  must  have  had 
a  strong  struggle.  I  should  not  have  been 
able  to  contain  myself  much  longer,  when  he 
began  to  perform  the  last  duty  of  a  friend, 
in  closing  my  eyes  and  my  mouth ;  upon 
which  I  suddenly  snapped  at  his  fingers,  and 
discomposed  him  so  much,  that  he  started 
back,  turned  pale  as  ashes,  and  stared  like 


the  picture  of  horror.  Although  I  could  not 
help  lau£fhin^  at  his  appearance,  I  was  con- 
cerned ror  his  situation,  and  stretched  out 
my  hand,  telling  him  I  hoped  to  live  and  eat 
some  salmagundy  of  his  making  in  England. 
It  was  some  time  before  he  could  recoUect 
himself  so  far  as  to  feel  my  pulse,  and 
ifftiuire  into  the  particulars  of  my  disease; 
but  when  he  found  1  had  enjoyed  a  favourable 
crisis,  he  congratulated  me  upon  my  good 
fortune,  not  fauinff  to  ascribe  it,  under  Got, 
to  the  blister  he  nad  applied  to  my  back  at 
his  last  visit,  which,  by  the  by,  said  he,  must 
now  be  removed  and  dressed.  He  was  actu- 
ally going  to  fetch  dressings,  when  I,  feign, 
ing  astonishment,  said, — ** Bless  me!  sui^ 
you  never  applied  a  blister  to  me  ;  there  is 
nothing  on  my  back,  I  assure  you."  But  he 
could  not  be  convinced  till  he  had  examined 
it,  and  then  endeavoured  to  conceal  his  con- 
fusion, by  expressing  his  surprise  in  finding 
the  skin  untouched,  and  the  plaster  missing. 
In  order  to  excuse  mjrself  for  paying  so  litUe 
regard  to  his  prescription,  1  pretended  to 
have  been  insensible  when  it  was  put  on,  and 
to  have  pulled  it  off  afterwards  m  a  fit  of 
delirium. 

This  apology  satisfied  my  friend,  who,  on 
this  occasion,  abated  a  good  deal  of  his 
stiffness  in  regard  to  punctilio ;  and  as  we 
were  now  safdy  arrived  at  Jamaica,  where  1 
had  the  benefit  of  fresh  provisions  and  other 
refreshments,  I  recovered  strength  eyer^  day, 
and,  in  a  short  time,  my  li^Ui  and  vigour 
were  perfectly  re-established.  When  fgot 
up  at  first,  and  was  just  able  to  crawl 
about  the  deck  with  a  staff  in  my  hand,  I  met 
Doctor  Mackshane,  who  passed  by  me  with 
a  disdainful  look,  and  did  not  vouchsafe  to 
honour  me  with  one  word.  After  him  came 
Crampley,  who,  strutting  up  to  me,  with  a 
fierce  countenance,  pronounced, — "  Here's 
fine  discipline  on  board,  when  such  lazy 
skulking  sons  of  b— s  as  you  are  allowed, 
on  pretence  of  sickness,  to  lollop  at  your  ease, 
while  your  betters  are  kept  to  hard  duty  1" 
The  sight  and  behaviour  of  this  malicious 
scoundrel  incensed  me  so  much,  that  I  could 
scarce  refrain  firom  laying  my  cudgel  across 
his  pate ;  but  when  1  considered  my  present 
'  feebleness,  and  the  enemies  I  had  in  the  ship, 
who  wanted  only  a  pretence  to  ruin  me,  I 
restrained  my  passion,  and  contented  my- 
self with  telling  him,  1  had  not  forgotten  his 
insolence  and  malice,  and  that  1  hoped  we 
should  meet  one  day  on  shore.  At  this 
declaration  he  grinned,  shook  his  fist,  and 
swore  he  longed  for  nothing  more  than  such 
an  opportunity. 

Meanwhile  our  ship  was  ordered  to  be 
heaved  down,  victualled,  and  watered,  for 
her  return  to  England ;  and  our  captain,  for 
some  reason  or  other,  not  thinking  it  conve- 
nient for  him  to  revisit  his  native  country 
at  this  time,  exchanged  with  a  jpentleman, 
who,  on  the  other  hand,  wished  ror  nothing 
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ao  much  as  to  be  safe  without  the  tropic ;  all 
his  care  and  tenderaess  of  himself  beioff  in- 
sufficient to  preserve  his  complexion  from 
the  injuries  or  the  sun  and  weather. 

Our  tyrant  having  left  the  ship,  and  car- 
ried his  favourite  Mackshane  along  with 
him*  to  my  inexpressible  satisfaction,  our 
new  commander  came  on  board  in  a  t#n- 
oared  barge,  overshadowed  with  a  vast  um- 
brella, and  appeared  in  every  thin^  the  re- 
verse of  Oakum,  being  a  tdl,  thm,  young 
man,  dressed  in  this  manner : — ^A  white  ha^ 
garnished  with  a  red  feather,  adorned  his 
head,  from  whence  his  hair  flowed  upon 
his  shoulders,  in  ringlets,  tied  behind  with  a 
ribbon.  His  coat,  consisting  of  pink-colour- 
ed silk  lined  with  white«  by  the  elegance  of 
the  cut  retired  backward,  as*  it  were  to  dis- 
cover a  white  satin  waistcoat  embroidered 
with  gold,  unbuttoned  at  the  upper  part  to 
display  a  broach  set  with  ^mets,  that  glit- 
tered  m  the  breast  of  his  shirt,  which  was  of 
the  finest  cambrick,  ed^ed  with  right  Mechlin. 
The  knees  of  his  cnmson  velvet  breeches 
scarcely  descended  so  low  as  to  meet  his 
silk  stockings,  which  rose  without  spot  or 
wrinkle  on  liis  meagre  legs,  from  shoes  of 
blue  Meroquin,  studd^  with  diamond  buckles, 
that  flamed  forth  rivals  to  the  sun!  A 
steel-hilted  sword,  inlaid  with  gold,  and  deck- 
ed with  a  knot  of  ribbon  which  fell  down  in 
a  rich  tassel,  equipped  his  side ;  and  an  am- 
ber-headed cane  hung  dangling  from  his 
wrist.  But  the  nSost  remarku)le  parts  of  his 
furniture  were  a  mask  on  his  face,  and  white 

gloves  on  his  hands,  which  did  not  seem  to 
e  put  on  with  an  intention  to  be  pulled  off 
occasionally,  but  were  fixed  with  a  curious 
ring  on  the  little  finder  of  each  hand.    In 
this  garb  Captain  Wniffle  (for  that  was  his 
name)  took  possession  of  the  ship,  surround- 
ed with  a  crowd  of  attendants,  all  of  whom, 
in  their  different  de^ees,  seemed  to  be  of 
their  patron's  disposition ;  and  the  air  was 
so  impregnated  with  perfiunes,  that  one  may 
venture  to  affirm  that  the  clime  of  Arabia 
Felix  was  not  half  so  sweet-scented.    My 
fellow  mate,  observiiur  no  surgeon  among 
his  train,  thought  he  had  found  an  occasion 
too  favourable  for  himself  to  be  neglected ; 
and  remembering  the  old  proverb,^'*  Spare 
to  speak,  and  spare  to  speed,"  resolved  to 
solicit  the  new  captain's  interest  immediately, 
before  any  other  surgeon  could  be  appointed 
for  the  slup.    With  this  view,  he  repaired 
to  the  cabin  in  his  ordinary  dress,  consisting 
of  a  check  shirt  and  trowsers,  a  brown 
linen  waistcoat,  and  a  nightcap  of  the  same 
(neither  of  them  very  clean),  which,  for  his 
nirtber  misfortune,  happened  to  smell  strong 
of  tobacco.   Entering  without  any  ceremony 
into  this  sacred  place,  he  found  Captain 
Whiffle  reposing  on  a  couch,  with  a  wrapper 
of  fine  chintz  a£)ut  his  body,  and  a  muslin 
cap  bordered  with  lace  about  his  head ;  and 
after  several  low  congees,  began  in  this  man- 


ner;— **Sir,  I  hope  you  will  forgive,  and 
excuse,  and  pardon,  the  presumption  of  one 
who  has  not  the  honour  of  being  known  unto 
you,  but  who  is,  nevertheless,  a  shentleman 
pom  and  pred,  and  moreover  has  had  mis- 
fortunes. Got  help  me,  in  the  worid."    Here 
he  wtui  interrupted  by  the  captain,  who,  on 
seeing  him,  had  started  up  with  great  amaze- 
ment at  the  novelty  of  tne  apparition ;  and 
having  recollected  himself,  pronounced,  with 
a  look  and  tone  signifying  disdain,  curiosity 
and  surprise,^"  Zauns !  who  art  thou?"  *' I 
am  surgeon's  first  mate  on  board  of  this 
ship,"  replied  Morgan,  **  and  I  most  vehe- 
mently desire  and  beseech  you,  with  all 
submission,  to  be  pleased  to  condescend  and 
vouchsafe  to  inquire  into  my  character,  and 
my  pehaviour,  and  my  deserts,  which,  under 
Got,  I  hope,  will  entitle  me  to  the  vacancy 
of  surgeon."    As  he  proceeded  in  his  speech 
he  continued  advancing  towards  the  captain,, 
whose  nostrils  were  no  sooner  saluted  with 
the  aromatic  flavour  that  exhaled  from  him* 
than  he  cried  with  great  emotion,^**  Heaven 
preserve  me !  I  am  suffocated !  Fellow,  fel- 
low, away  with  thee.    Curse  thee,  fellow ! 
get  Uiee  gone.    I  shall  be  stunk  to  death !" 
At  the  noise  of  his  outcries,  his  servants  ran 
into  his  apartment,  and  he  accosted  them 
thus: — '* Villains!    cut-throats!   traitors!  I 
am  betrayed !   I  am  sacrificed ! — Will  you 
not  carry  that  monster  away  1  or  must  I  be 
stifled  with  the  stench  of  him !  Oh !  oh !" 
With  these  interjections  he  sunk  down  upon 
his  settee  in  a  fit;   his  valet-de-chambre 
plied  him  with  a  smelling-bottle,  one  footman 
chafed  his  temples  with  Hungary  water, 
another  sprinkled  the  floor  with  spirits  of 
lavender,  a  third  pushed  Morgan  out  of  the 
cabin;  who,  coming  to  the  place  where  I 
was,  sat  down,  with  a  demure  countenance, 
and,  according  to  his    custom,  when    he 
received  any  indignity  which  he  durst  not 
revenge,  began  to  sing  a  Welsh  ditty.    I 
guessed  he  was  under  some  agitation  of 
spirits,  and  desired  to  know  the  cause ;  but, 
instead  of  answering  roe  directly,  he  asked, 
with  great  emotion,  if  I  thought  him  a  mon- 
ster and  a  stinkard?    **A  monster  and  a 
stinkard !"  said  I,  with  some  surprise,  "  did 
anybody  call  you  so  ?"    *•  Got  is  my  judge," 
replied  he,  "  Captain  Fifle  did  call  me  both ; 
aye,  and  all  the  water  in  the  Tawy  will  not 
wash  it  out  of  my  remembrance.    I  do  affirm, 
and  avouch,  and  maintain,  with  my  soul,  and 
my  pody,  and  my  plood,  look  you,  that  I 
have  no  smells  about  me,  but  such  as  a 
Christian  ought  to  have,  except  the  effluvia 
of  tobacco,  which  is  a  cephalic,  odoriferous, 
aromatic  herb^  and  he  is  a  son  of  a  mountain 
goat  who  says  otherwise.    As  for  my  being 
a  monster,  let  that  be  as  it  is :  I  am  as  Got 
was  pleased  to  create  me,  which,  peradven- 
ture,  is  more  than  I  shall  aver  of  him  who 
gave  me  that  title;  for  I  will  proclaim  it 
before  the  world,  tint  hq  is-  disguised,  and 
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transfi^red,  and  tranemographied,  with 
aflfoctation  and  whimBies,  and  that  he  is 
more  like  a  papoon  than  one  of  the  human 


race. 


CHAPTER  XXXV.     . 

Captain  Whiffle  Bends  for  me—kU  sUua-' 
tion  deecribed — hie  eurgeon  arrivest  pre^ 
ecribee  far  him  and  puts  him  to  bed — 
a  bed  is  put  up  for  Mr  Simper^  contiguous 
to  the  state-room,  whicht  with  other  parts 
of  the  eaptain^s  behaviour,  gives  the 
ship's  company  a  very  unfavourable  idea 
of  their  commander — -I  am  detained  in 
the  West  Indies  by  the  admiral,  and  go 
on  board  of  the  Lizard  sloop  of  war  in 
quality  of  surgeon* s  mate,  where  I  make 
myself  known  to  the  surgeon,  who  treats 
me  very  kindhf'-^I  go  on  shore,  sell  my 
ticket,  purchase  necessaries,  and  at  my 
return  on  board,  am  surprized  at  the 
sight  of  Crampley,  who  is  appointed 
lieutenant  of  the  sloop — we  sad  on  a 
cruise — take  a  prize,  in  which  I  arrive  at 
Port  Morant,  under  the  command  of  my 
messmate,  with  whom  I  live  in  great 
harmony, 

Hb  was  going  on  with  an  eulog^um  upon  the 
captain,  when  I  received  a  message  to  clean 
myself,  and  go  up  to  the  great  cabin ;  and 
with  this  command  I  instantly  complied, 
sweetening  myself  with  rose  water  from  the 
medicine  chest.  When  I  entered  the  room, 
I  was  ordered  to  stand  by  the  door,  until 
Captain  Whiffle  had  reconnoitred  me  at  a 
distance  with  a  spy-glass.  He,  having  con- 
sulted one  sense  in  this  manner,  hade  me 
advance  gradually,  that  his  nose  might  have 
intelligence  before  it  could  be  much  offended. 
I  therefore  approached  with  great  caution 
and  success ;  and  he  was  pleased  to  say, — 
**  Aye,  this  creature  is  tolerable."  I  found 
him  lolling  on  his  couch,  with  a  languishing 
air,  his  head  supported  by  his  valet-de-cham- 
bre,  who,  from  time  to  time,  applied  a  smell- 
ing bottle  to  his  nose.  **  Vergette,"  said  he, 
in  a  squeaking  tone,  **  dost  tnou  tBink  this 
wretch  (meanmg  me)  will  do  me  no  injury  1 
may  I  venture  to  submit  my  arm  to  him  V 
"Pon  my  vord,"  replied  the  valet,  "I  do 
tink  dat  dere  be  great  occasion  for  your 
honour  losing  one  small  quantite  of  blodt ; 
and  the  young  man  have  quelque  chose  of 
de  bonne  mien."  "Well  then,"  said  his 
master,  '*I  think  I  must  venture."  Then 
addressing  himself  to  me, — "  Hast  thou  ever 
blooded  any  body  but  brutes  1  But  1  need 
not  ask  thee,  for  thou  wilt  tell  me  a  most 
damnable  lie!"  **  Brutes,  sir,"  answered  I, 
pulling  down  his  glove,  in  order  to  feel  his 
pulse,  *'I  never  meddle  with  brutes."^- 
**  What  the  devil  art  thou  about  1"  cried  he, 
**  doet  thou  intei)4  to  twist  off  my  hand  ? 


God's  curse !  my  arm  is  benumbed  up  to  the 
very  shoulder !  Heaven  have  mercy  on  me  I 
must  1  perish  under  the  hands  of  savages  t 
What  an  unfortunate  dog  was  I,  to  come  on 
board  without  my  own  surgeon,  Mr  Simper  I" 
I  craved  pardon  for  having  handled  him  so 
roughly,  and,  with  the  utmost  care  and  ten* 
demess,  tied  up  his  arm  with  a  fillet  of  silk. 
While  I  was  feeling  for  the  vein,  he  desired 
to  know  how  much  blood  I  intended  to  take 
from  him  ;  and  when  I  answered, — "  not 
above  twdve  ounces,"  started  up  with  a 
look  full  of  horror,  and  bade  me  be  ffone, 
swearing  I  had  a  design  upon  his  life.  Ver- 
gette  appeased  him  with  difficulty,  and 
opening  a  bureau,  took  out  a  pair  of  scales, 
in  one  of  which  was  placed  a  small  cup ;  and 
putting  them  into  my  hand,  told  me,  the 
captain  never  lost  above  an  ounce  and  three 
drachms  at  one  time.  While  I  prepared  for 
this  important  evacuation,  there  came  into . 
the  cabin  a  young  man  gaily  dressed,  of  a 
very  delicate  complexion,  with  a  kind  of 
languid  smile  on  his  face,  which  seemed  to 
have  been  rendered  habitual  by  a  long  course 
of  affectation.  The  captain  no  sooner  per- 
ceived him,  than,  rising  hastily,  he  flew  into  . 
his  arms,  crying, — "  O !  my  dear  Simper ! 
I  am  excessively  disordered!  I  have  been 
betrayed,  frighted,  murdered,  by  the  negli- 
gence of  my  servants,  who  suffered  a  beast, 
a  .mule,  a  bear,  to  surprise  me,  and  stink  me 
into  convulsions  with  the  fumes  of  tobacco." 
Simper,  who,  by  this  time, .  1  found,  was 
obli^d  to  art  for  the  clearness  of  his  com- 
plexion, assumed  an  air  of  softness  and 
•sympathy,  and  lamented,  with  manv  tender 
expressions  of  sorrow,  the  sad  accident  that 
had  thrown  him  into  that  condition;  then 
feeline  his  patient's  pulse  on  the  outside  of 
his  glove,  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that  his 
disorder  was  entirelv  nervous,  and  that  some 
drops  of  tincture  or  castor  and  liquid  lauda- 
num would  be  of  more  service  to  him  than 
bleedinj^,  by  bridling  the  inordinate  sallies  of 
his  spirits,  and  composing  the  fermentation 
of  his  bile.  I  was  therefore  sent  to  prepare 
this  prescription,  which  was  administered  in 
a  glass  of  sack  posset,  after  the  captain  had 
been  put  to  bed,  and  orders  sent  to  the  officers 
on  the  quarter-deck,  to  let  nobody  walk  on 
that  side  under  which  he  lay. 

While  the  captain  enjoyed  his  repose,  the 
doctor  watched  over  him,  and  indeed  became 
so  necessary,  that  a  cabin  was  maile  for  him 
contiguous  to  the  state-room  where  Whiffle 
slept,  that  he  might  be  at  hand  in  case  of 
accidents  in  the  ni^ht.  ^ext  day  our  com- 
mander being  happuy  recovered,  gave  orders 
that  none  of  the  lieutenants  should  appear 
upon  deck  without  a  wig,  sword,  and  ruffles ; 
nor  any  midshipman,  or  other  petty  officer, 
be  seen  with  a  check  shirt,  or  dirty  linen. 
He  also  prohibited  any  person  wnatevei, 
except  Simper  and  his  own  servants,  from 
coming  into  the  great  cabin,  without  first 
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•ending  in  to  obtiin  leave.  These  sinffular 
xegulations  did  not  prepossess  the  ship's 
company  in  his  favour ;  but,  on  the  contraiy, 
gave  scandal  an  opportunity  to  be  very  busy 
with  his  character,  and  accuse  him  of  main- 
taining a  correspondence  with  the  surgeon 
not  fit  to  be  namied. 

In  a  few  weeks,  our  ship  being  under 
■ailing  orders,  I  was  in  hopes  of  revisiting 
my  native  country  in  a  very  short  time,  when 
the  admiral's  surgeon  came  on  board,  and 
sending  for  Morgan  and  me  to  the  quarter- 
deck, gave  us  to  understand,  there  was  a 
ffreat  scarcity  of  surgeons  in  the  West  Indies : 
uat  he  was  commanded  to  detain  one  mate 
out  of  every  mat  ship  that  was  bound  for 
England:  anu  desired  us  to  agree  between 
ourselves,  before  the  next  day  at  that  hour, 
which  of  us  should  stay  behind.  We  were 
thunder-struck  at  this  proposal,  and  stared 
at  one  another  some  time  without  speaking : 
at  length  the  Welshman  broke  silence,  and 
offered  to  remain  in  the  West  Indies,  pro- 
vided the  admiral  would  give  him  a  surseon's 
warrant  immediately ;  but  he  was  toM  there 
was  no  want  of  chief  sumons,  and  that  he 
must  be  contented  with  the  station  of  mate, 
till  he  should  be  further  provided  for  in  due 
course :  whereupon  Moivan  flatly  refused  to 

Suit  the  ship  for  which  the  commissioners  of 
\ie  navy  had  appointed  him ;  and  the  other 
told  him  as  plainly,  that  if  we  could  not 
determine  the  afiair  by  ourselves  before  to- 
morrow morning,  he  must  cast  lots,  and  abide 
by  his  chance.  When  I  recalled  to  my 
remembrance  the  miseries  1  had  undeigone 
in  England,  where  I  had  not  one  friend  to^ 
promote  my  interest,  or  &vour  my  advance- 
ment in  the  navy,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
reflected  on  the  present  dearth  of  surgeons 
in  the  West  Indies,  and  the  unhealthiness 
of  the  climate,  which  every  day  almost  re- 
duced the  number,  I  could  not  help  thinking 
my  success  would  be  much  more  certain  and 
expeditious,  by  my  staying  where  I  was, 
than  by  returning  to  Europe.  I  therefore 
resolved  to  com]My  with  a  good  ffrace,  and 
next  day,  when  we  were  •orderea  to  throw 
dice,  told  Morgan  he  needed  not  trouble 
himself,  for  I  would  voluntarily  submit  to  the 
admiral's  pleasure.  This  frank  declaration 
was  commended  bv  the  gentleman,  who 
assured  me,  it  should  not  fare  the  worse  with 
me  for  mv  resignation.  Indeed,  he  was  as 
good  as  his  word,  and  that  very  afternoon 
procured  a  warrant,  appointing  me  a  surgeon's 
mate  of  the  Lizard  sloop  of  war,  which  put 
me  on  a  footing  with  every  first  mate  in  the 
service. 

Mv  ticket  being  made  out,  I  put  my  chest 
and  bedding  on  board  a  canoe  thai  lay  along- 
side, and  having  shook  hands  with  my  trusty 
friend  the  serjeant,  and  honest  Jack  Rattlin, 
who  was  bound  for  Greenwich  hospital,  I 
took  my  leave  of  Moivan  with  many  tears, 
after  we  had  exchanged  our  sleeve-buttons  as 


remembrancers  of  each  other.    Having  nr»i 
sented  mjr  new  warrant  to  the  captain  or  the 
Lizard,  I  inquired  for  the  doctor,  whom  I  no 
sooner  saw,  than  I  recollected  him  to  be  one 
of  those  young  fellows  with  whom  I  had  been 
committed  to  the  round-house,  during  our 
frolic  with  Jackson,  as  I  have  related  before. 
He  received  roe  with  a  good  deal  of  courtesy, 
and  when  I  put  him  in  mind  of  our  former 
acquaintance,  expressed  great  joy  at  seeing 
me  again,  and  recommended  me  to  an  exceed* 
ing  good  mess,  composed  of  the  gunner  and 
master's  mate.    As  there  was  not  one  sick 
person  in  the  ship,  I  got  leave  to  go  ashore 
the  next  day  with  the  gunner,  who  reconu 
mended  me  to  a  Jew  that  boii^ht  my  ticket 
at  the  rate  of  forty  per  cent  oiscount ;  and 
having  fiumished  myself  with  what  necessa- 
ries i  wanted,  returned  on  board  in  the 
evening,  and,  to  my  surprise,  found  my  old 
antagonist  Crampley  walking  upon  neck. 
Though  I  did  not  fear  his  enmity,  I  was 
shocked  at  his  appearance,  and  communicated 
my  sentiments  on  that  subject  to  Mr  Tomlins 
the  surgeon,  who  told  me  that  Crampley,  by 
dint  of  some  friends  about  the  admiral,  had 
procured  a  commission,  constituting  himlieu- 
tenant  on  board  the  Lizard ;  and  advised  me, 
now  he  was  my  superior  ofiicer,  to  behave 
with  some  respect  towards  him,  or  else  he 
would  find  a  thousand  opportunities  of  using 
me  ill.    This  advice  was  a  bitter  potion  to 
me,  whom  pride  and  resentment  had  rendered 
utterly  incapable  of  the  least  submission  to, 
or  even  a  reconciliation  with,  the  wretch 
who  had  on  many  occasions  treated  me  so 
inhumanly ;  however,  1  resolved  to  have  as 
little  connection  as  possible  with  him,  and  to 
ingratiate  myself  as  much  as  I  could  with 
the  rest  of  the  officers,  whose  friendship 
might  be  a  bulwark  to  defend  me  horn  the 
attempts  of  his  malice. 

In  less  than  a  week  we  sailed  on  a  cruise, 
and,  having  weathered  the  east  end  of  the 
island,  had  the  good  fortune  to  take  a  Spanish 
barcolongo,  with  her  prize,  which  was  an  ' 
En^ish  ship  bound  for  Bristol,  that  sailed 
from  Jamaica  a  fortnight  befbre,  without  con- 
voy. All  the  prisoners  who  were  well  we 
put  on  shore  on  the  north  side  of  the  island ; 
the  prizes  were  manned  with  Englishmen, 
and  the  command  of  the  barcolongo  given  to 
my  friend  the  master's  mate,  wiu  orders  to 
carry  Uiem  into  Port  Morant,  and  there  to 
remain  until  the  Lizard's  cruise  should  be 
ended,  at  which  time  she  would  touch  at  the 
same  place  in  her  way  to  Port  Royal.  With 
him  I  was  sent  to  attend  the  wounded  Spa- 
niards as  well  as  Englishmen,  who  amounted 
to  sixteen,  and  to  take  care  of  them  on  shore, 
in  a  house  that  was  to  be  hired  as  an  hospital. 
This  destination  ffave  me  a  great  deal  of 
pleasure,  as  I  shomd  for  some  time  be  freed 
from  the  arrogance  of  Crampley,  whose 
inveteracy  against  me  had  already  woken  out 
on  two  or  three  occasions  since  he  was 
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beccnne  a  lieutenant.  My  messmate,  who 
venr  much  resembled  my  uncle,  both  in  toire 
and  disposition,  treated  me  on  board  or  the 
prize  with  the  utmost  civility  and  confidence ; 
and,  amonff  other  &vours,  made  me  a  present 
of  a  silver-hilted  hanger,  and  a  pair  of  pistols 
mounted  with  the  same  metal,  which  fell  to 
his  share  in  plundering  the  enemy.  We 
arrived  safely  at  Morant,  and,  going  on  shore, 
pitched  upon  an  empty  storehouse,  which  we 
nired  for  the  reception  of  the  wounded,  who 
were  brought  to  it  next  day,  with  bed  and 
other  necessaries :  and  four  of  the  ship's  com- 
pany appointed  to  attend  them  and  obey  me. 


CHAPTER  XXXVI. 

A  strange  adventure — in  consequence  of 
'  tDhick  I  am  extremely  happy — Crampley 
does  me  ill  offices  with  the  captain ;  but 
his  malice  is  defeated  by  the  good  nature 
and  friendship  of  the  surgeon — we  return 
to  Port  Royat—^r  captain  gets  the  com^ 
mand  of  a  larger  ship,  and  is  s%icceeded 
by  an  old  man — Brayl  is  vrovided  for — 
we  receive  orders  to  sent  for  England. 

When  my  patients  were  all  in  a  fair  way, 
my  companion  and  commander,  whose  name 
was  Brayl,  carried  me  up  the  country  to  the 
bouse  of  a  rich  planter,  with  whom  he  was 
acquainted,  where  we  were  sumptuously 
entertained,  and,  in  the  evening  set  oat  9n 
our  return  to  the  ship.  When  we  had  walked 
about  a  mile  by  moonlight,  we  perceived  a 
horseman  behind  us,  who,  coming  up,  wished 
OS  good  even ;  and  asked,  which  way  we 
went]  His  voice,  which  was  quite  familiar 
to  me,  no  sooner  struck  my  ear,  than,  in  spite 
of  all  my  resolution  and  reflection,  my  hair 
bristled  up,  and  I  was  seized  with  a  violent 
fit  of  trembling,  which  Brayl  misinterpreting, 
bade  me  be  under  no  concern.  1  told  him 
he  was  mistaken  in  the  cause  of  my  disorder ; 
and,  addressing  myself  to  the  person  on 
horseback,  said^''  1  could  have  sworn  by 
your  voice,  that  you  were  a  dear  friend  of 
mine,  if  I  had  not  been  certain  of  his  death." 
To  this  address,  after  some  pause,  he  replied, 
— **  There  are  many  voices  as  well  as  fiuses 
that  resemble  one  another ;  but  pray,  what 
was  your  friend's  namf  V  I  satisfied  him  in 
that  particular,  and  gave  a  short  detail  of  the 
melancholy  fate  of  Thomson,  not  without 
many  sighis  and  some  tears.  A  silence  en- 
sued, which  lasted  some  minutes,  and  then 
the  conversation  turned  on  difierent  subjects, 
till  we  arrived  at  a  house  on  the  road,  where 
the  horseman  alighted,  and  begged  with  so 
much  earnestness,  that  we  would*  go  in  and 
drink  a  bowl  of  punch  with  him,  that  we 
could  not  resist.  But  if  I  was  alarmed  at 
his  voice,  what  must  mv  amazement  be,  when 
I  discovered  by  the  light  the  very  person  of 
my  lamented  mend !    Perceiving  my  confii- 
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sion,  which  was  extreme,  he  clasped  me  in 
his  arms,  and  bedewed  my  face  with  tears. 
It  was  some  time  ere  I  recovered  the  use  of 
my  reason,  overpowered  with  this  event,  and 
longer  still  before  I  could  speak ;  so  that  all 
I  was  capable  of  was  to  return  his  embracest 
and  to  minffle  the  overflowings  of  my  joy 
with  his ;  whilst  honest  Brayl,  aflTccted  with 
the  scene,  wept  as  fast  as  either  of  us,  and 
signified  his  participation  of  our  happiness, 
by  hufi^ng  us  both,  and  capering  about  the 
room  like  a  madman.  At  length  I  retrieved 
the  use  of  my  tongue,  and  crieC — "  Is  it  poss- 
ible, can  you  be  my  friend  Thomson  1  No, 
certainly :  alas !  he  was  drowned  !  and  I  am 
now  under  the  deception  of  a  dream !"  He 
was  at  great  pains  to  convince  me  of  his 
being  the  individual  person  whom  I  regretted, 
and,  bidding  me  sit  down  and  compose  my- 
self, promi^  to  explain  his  sudden  disap- 
pearance from  the  Thunder,  and  to  account 
for  his  being  at  present  in  the  land  of  the 
living.  This  task  he  acquitted  himself  of, 
after  I  had  drank  a  glass  of  punch,  and  re- 
collected my  spirits,  by  informing  us,  that, 
with  a  determination  to  rid  himself  of  a  mis- 
erable existence,  he  had  gone  in  the  night- 
time to  the  head,  while  the  ship  was  on  her 
way,  from  whence  he  slipped  down  as  softly 
as  ne  could  by  the  bows  into  the  sea,  where, 
after  he  was  heartily  ducked,  he  began  to 
repent  of  his  precipitation,  and,  as  he  could 
swim  very  well,  kept  himself  above  water,  in* 
hopes  of  being  taken  up  by  some  of  the  shipe 
astern:  that,  in  this  situation,  he  hailed  a 
large  vessel,  and  begsed  to  be  taken  in,  but 
was  answered  that  she  was  a  heavy  sailor, 
and  therefore  they  did  not  choose  to  lose  time 
by  bringing  to :  however,  they  threw  an  old 
cnest  overboard  for  his  convenience,  and  told 
him,  that  some  of  the  ships  astern  would  cer- 
tainly save  him :  that  no  other  vessel  came 
within  sight  or  cry  of  him  for  the  space  of 
three  hours,  during  which  time  he  had  the 
mortification  to  find  himself  in  the  middle  of 
the  ocean  alone,  without  other  support  or 
resting  place  but  what  a  few  crazy  boards 
aflforded;  till  at  last  he  discerned  a  small 
sloop  steering  towards  him,  upon  which  he 
set  up  his  throat,  and  had  Uie  good  fortune 
to  be  heard  and  rescied  from  the  dreary 
waste  by  their  boat,  which  was  hoisted  out 
on  purpose.  "  I  was  no  sooner  brought  on 
board,"  continued  he,  ''than  I  fiiintea;  and 
when  I  recovered  my  senses,  found  myself 
in  bed,  regaled  with  a  most  noisome  smell 
of  onions  and  cheese,  which  made  me  think, 
at  first,  that  I  was  in  my  own  hammock,  along- 
side of  honest  Morgan,  and  that  all  which 
had  passed  was  no  more  than  a  dream.— 
Upon  inquiry  I  understood  that  I  was  on 
board  of  a  schooner  belonging  to  Rhode 
Island,  bound  for  Jamaica,  with  a  cargo  of 
geese,  pigs,  onions  and  cheese ;  and  that  the 
master's  name  was  Robertson,  by  birth  a 
North-Briton,  whom  I  knew  at  first  sight  to 
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be  an  old  school-fellow  of  mine.  When  I 
discovered  myself  to  him,  he  was  transported 
with  surprise  and  joy,  and  begged  to  know  the 
occasion  of  my  misfortune,  which  I  did  not 
think  fit  to  disclose,  because  I  knew  his  no- 
tions with  regard  to  religion  were  very  severe 
and  confined;  therefore  contented  myself 
with  telling  him,  1  fell  overboard  by  acci- 
dent ;  but  made  no  scruple  of  explainmg  the 
nature  of  my  disagreeable  station,  and  of  ac- 
quainting him  with  my  determined  purpose 
never  to  return  to  the  Thunder  man  of  war. 
Although  he  was  not  of  my  opinion  in  that 
particular,  knowing  that  I  must  lose  my 
clothes,  and  what  pay  was  due  to  me,  unless 
I  went  back  to  my  duty ;  yet,  when  I  de- 
scribed the  circumstances  of  the  hellish  life  I 
led,  under  the  tyrannic  sway  of  Oakum  and 
Mackshane;  and,  among  other  grievances, 
hinted  a  dissatisfiiction  at  th#  irreligious 
deportment  of  my  shipmates,  and  the  want 
of  (he  true  pre8b3rterian  gospel  doctrine ;  he 
changed  his  sentiments,  and  conjured  me, 
with  great  vehemence  and  zeal,  to  lay  aside 
all  thoughts  of  rising  in  the  navy :  and,  that 
he  might  show  how  much  he  had  my  interest 
at  heart,  undertook  to  provide  for  me,  in 
some  shape  or  other,  before  he  should  leave 
Jamaica.  This  promise  he  performed  to  my 
heart's  desire,  by  recommending  me  to  a 
gentleman  of  fortune,  with  whom  I  have  lived 
ever  since,  in  quality  of  surgeon  and  overseer 
to  his  plantations.  He  and  his  lady  are  now 
at  Kingston,  so  that  I  am,  for  the  present, 
master  of  this  house,  to  which,  from  my  soul, 
I  bid  you  welcome,  and  hope  you  will  favour 
me  with  your  company  during  the  remaininff 
part  of  the  night."  I  needed  not  a  second 
mvitation!  but  Mr  Brayl,  who  was  a  dili- 
gent and  excellent  officer,  could  not  be  per- 
suaded to  sleep  out  of  the  ship :  however,  he 
supped  with  us,  and,  afler  having  drank  a 
cheerfiil  glass,  set  out  for  the  vessel,  which 
was  not  above  three  miles  from  the  place, 
escorted  by  a  couple  of  stout  negroes,  whoni 
Mr  Thomson  ordered  to  conduct  him.  Never 
were  two  friends  more  happy  in  the  conver- 
sation of  each  other  than  we,  for  the  time 
it  lasted ;  I  related  to  him  the  particulars  of 
our  attempt  upon  Carthagena,  of  which  he 
had  heard  but  an  imperfect  account ;  and  he 
gratified  me  with  a  narration  of  eveiy  little 
incident  of  his  life  since  we  parted.  He 
assured  me,  it  was  with  the  utmost  difficulty 
he  could  resist  his  inclination  of  coming  down 
to  Port  Royal  to  see  Morgan  and  me,  of  whom 
he  had  heard  no  tidings  since  the  day  of  our 
separation :  but  that  he  was  restrained  by  the 
fear  of  being^tained  as  a  deserter.  He  told 
me,  that,  when  he  heard  my  voice  in  the 
dark,  he  was  almost  as  much  surprised  as  I 
was  at  seeing  him  afterwards !  and,  in  the 
confidence  of  friendship,  disclosed  a  passion 
he  entertained  for  the  only  daughter  of  the 
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and  did  not  disdain  his  addresses;  that  he 
was  very  much  favoured  by  her  parents,  and 
did  not  despair  of  obtaining  their  consent  to 
the  match,  which  would  at  once  render  him 
independent  of  the  world.  I  congratulated 
him  on  his  good  fortune,  which  he  protested 
should  never  make  him  forget  his  friends,  and 
towards  morning  we  betook  ourselves  to  rest. 

Next  day  he  accompanied  me  to  the  ship, 
where  Mr  Brayl  entertained  him  at  dinner ; 
and  we  having  spent  the  afternoon  together, 
he  took  his  leave  of  us  in  the  evening,  after 
he  had  forced  upon  me  ten  pistoles,  as  a  small 
token  of  his  affection.  In  short,  while  we 
staid  here,  we  saw  one  another  every  day, 
and  generally  ate  at  the  same  table,  which 
was  plentifully  supplied  by  him  with  all  kinds 
of  poultry,  butchers'  meat,  oranges,  limes, 
lemons,  pine  apples,  Madeira  wine,  and 
excellent  rum ;  so  that  this  small  interval  of 
ten  days  was  by  far  the  most  agreeable  period 
of  my  life. 

At  length  the  Lizard  arrived;  and  my 
patients  being  all  fit  for  duty,  they  and  I 
were  ordered  on  board  of  her,  where  I  under- 
stood from  Mr  Tomlins,  that  there  was  a 
shyness  between  the  lieutenant  and  him  on 
my  account;  that  rancorous  villain  having 
taken  the  opportunity  of  my  absence  to  fiU 
the  captain's  ears  with  a  thousand  scandalous 
stories  to  my  prejudice ;  among  other  things, 
affirming,  that  I  had  been  once  transported 
for  theft,  and  that,  when  I  was  in  the  Thun- 
dlr  man  of  war,  I  had  been  whipt  for  the 
same  crime.  The  sui^on,  on  the  other 
hand,  having  heard  my  whole  story  from  my 
own  mouth,  defended  me  strenuously ;  andf, 
in  the  course  of  that  good-natured  office, 
recounted  all  the  instances  of  Crampley's 
malice  against  me  while  I  remained  on  board 
of  that  ship:  which  declaration,  while  it 
satisfied  the  captain  of  my  innocence,  made 
the  lieuteaant  as  much  my  defender's  enemy 
as  mine.  This  infernal  behaviour  of  Cramp- 
ley,  with  regard  to  me,  added  such  fuel  to 
my  former  resentment,  that,  at  certain  times, 
I  was  quite  beside  myself  with  the  desire  of 
revenge,  and  was  even  tempted  to  pistol  him 
on  the  quarter-deck,  though  an  infamous 
death  must  inevitably  have  Seen  my  reward. 
But  the  surgeon,  who  was  my  confidant, 
argued  against  such  a  desperate  action  so 
efi^ctually,  that  I  stifled  the  flame  which 
consumed  me  for  the  present,  and  resolved 
to  wait  for  a  more  convenient  opportunity. 
In  the  mean  time,  that  Mr  Tomlins  might  be 
the  more  convinced  of  the  wrongs  I  suffered 
by  this  fbllow's  slander,  I  begged  he  would 
go  and  visit  Mr  Thomson,  whose  wonderful 
escape  I  had  made  him  acquainted  with,  and 
inquire  of  him  into  the  particulars  of  my 
conduct,  while  he  was  my  fellow-mate. 
This  request  the  surgeon  complied  with, 
more  from  curiosity  to  see  a  person  whcee 
fate  had  been  so  extraordinary,  than  to  con- 
firm  his  good  opinion  of  me,  which,  he  ajBsnred 
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me,  was  already  firmly  established.  He 
therefore  set  out  for  the  dweUing-place  of 
my  friend,  with  a  letter  of  introduction  from 
me ;  and,  being  received  with  all  the  civility 
and  kindness  I  expected,  retarned  to  the 
ship,  not  only  satisfied  with  my  character 
beyond  the  power  of  doubt  or  msinuation, 
but  also  charmed  with  the  affability  and 
conversation  of  Thomson,  who  loaded  him 
and  me  with  presents  of  fresh  stock,  liquors, 
and  fiuit.  As  he  would  not  venture  to  come 
and  see  us  on  board,  lest  Crampley  should 
know  and  detain  him,  when  the  time  of  our 
departure  approached,  I  obtained  leave  to 
go  and  bid  him  farewell.  After  we  had 
vowed  an  everlasting  firiendship,  he  pressed 
upon  me  a  purse  with  four  doubloons,  which 
I  refused  as  lon^  as  I  could  without  giving 
umbrage;  and,  navinf  cordially  embraced 
each  other,  1  returned  on  board,  where  I 
found  a  small  box,  with  a  letter  directed  to 
me,  to  the  care  of  Mr  Tooilins.  '  Knowing 
the  superscription  to  be  of  Thomson's  hand- 
writio?,  I  opened  it  with  some  surprise,  and 
learned  that  this  generous  friend,  not  con- 
tented with  loading  me  with  the  presents 
already  mentioned,  nad  sent,  for  my  use  and 
acceptance,  half  a  dozen  fine  shirts,  and  as 
many  linen  waistcoats  and  caps,  with'  twelve 
paif  of  new  thread  stockings.  Being  thus 
provided  with  money,  and  all  necessaries 
for  the  comfort  of  life,  I  began  to  look  upon 
myself  as  a  gentleman  of^ome  consequence, 
and  felt  my  pride  dilate  apace. 

Next  day  we  sailed  for  Port  Royal,  where 
we  arrived  safely  with  our  prizes :  and  as 
there  was  nothing  to  do  on  board,  I  went 
ashore,  and,  having  purchased  a  laced  waist- 
coat, with  some  other  clothes,  at  a  sale, 
made  a  swaggering  figure  for  some  days 
among  the  taverns,  where  I  ventured  to  play 
a  little  at  hazard,  and  came  ofl^  with  fifty 
pistoles  in  my  pocket.  Meanwhile,  our 
captain  was  promoted  to  a  ship  of  twenty 
guns,  and  the  command  of  the  Lizard  given 
-to  a  man  turned  of  fburscore,  who  had  been 
lieutenant  since  ^  reign  of  Eling  William, 
and,  notwithstanmng  his  long  service,  would 
have  probably  died  in  that  station,  had  he 
not  applied  some  prize-money  he  had  lately 
received,  to  make  mterest  with  his  superiors. 
My  friend  Brayl  was  also  made  an  officer 
about  the  same'  time,  after  he  had  served  in 
quality  of  a  midshipman  and  mate  five-and- 
twenty  y^ears.  Soon  after  these  alterations, 
the  admiral  pitched  upon  our  ship  to  carry 
home  dispatches  for  tne  ministry ;  and  we 
set  sail  for  England,  having  first  scrubbed 
her  bottom,  and  taken  in  provision  and  water 
for  the  occasion. 


CHAPTER  XXXVIl. 

Ws  depart  for  Europe — a  misunderstand- 
•    mg  arises  between  the  captain  and  sur- 


gean,  through  the  scandalous  aspersions 
of  Crampley — the  ctrntain  dies^-Cramp" 
ley  tyrannizes  over  the  surgeon,  who  falls 
a  victim  to  his  cruelty — lam  also  ill  used 
^^he  ship  strikes^—the  behaviour  of 
Crampley  and  the  seamen  on  that  occa* 
sUm-^I  get  on  shore,  challenge  the  cap^ 
tain  to  single  combat — am  treacherously 
knocked  down,  wounded,  and  robbed. 

Now  that  I  could  return  to  my  native  coun- 
try in  a  creditable  wav,  I  felt  excessive  plea* 
sure  in  finding  myself  out  of  sight  of  that 
fatal  island,  which  has  been  the  grave  of  so 
many  Europeans ;  and  aa  I  was  accommoda- 
ted with  every  thing  to  render  the  passage 
agreeable,  I  resolvedto  enjoy  myself  as  much 
as  the  insolence  of  Crampley  would  permit. 
This  insidious  slanderer  had  found  means 
already  to  cyise  a  misunderstanding  between 
the  sur;geon  and  captain,  who,  by  his  age  and 
infirmities,  was  rendered  intolerably  peev- 
ish, his  disposition  having  also  been  soured 
by  a  long  course  of  disappointments.  He 
had  a  particular  aversion  to  all  young  men, 
especially  to  surgeons,  whom  he  considered 
as  unnecessary  animals  on  board  of  a  ship: 
and,  in  consequence  of  these  sentiments, 
never  consulted  the  doctor,  notwithstanding 
his  being  seized  with  a  violent  fit  of  the  gout 
and  gravel ;  but  applied  to  a  cask  of  Holland 
gin,  which  was  his  sovereign  prescription 
against  all  distempers.  Whether  he  was  at 
this  time  too  sparing,  or  took  an  overdose  of 
his  cordial,  certain  it  is,  he  departed  in  the 
night,  without  any  ceremony,  which  indeed 
was  a  thing  he  always  despised,  and  was 
found  stiff  next  morning,  to  the  no  small 
satisfiiction  of  Crampley,  who  succeeded  to 
the  command  of  the  vessel.  For  that  very 
reason,  Mr  Tomlins  and  I  had  no  cause  to 
rejoice  at  this  event,  fearing  that  the  tyranny 
of  our  new  commander  would  now  be  as 
unlimited  as  his  power.  The  first  day  of  his 
command  justified  our  apprehension ;  for,  on 
pretence  that  the  decks  were  too  much 
crowded,  he  ordered  the  surgeon's  hen-coops, 
with  all  his  fowls,  to  be  thrown  overboard ; 
and  at  the  same  time  prohibited  him  and  mc 
from  appearing  on  the  quarter-deck.  Mr 
Tomlins  could  not  help  ommplaining  of  these 
injuries,  and,  in  the  course  of  his  expostula- 
tion, dropped  some  hasty  words,  of  which 
Cramplev  taking  hold,  confined  him  to  his 
cabin,  where,  in  a  few  days,  for  want  of  air, 
he  was  attacked  by  a  fever,  which  soon  put 
an  end  to  his  life,  after  he  had  made  his  will, 
by  which  he  bequeathed  all  his  estate,  per- 
sonal and  real,  to  his  sister,  and  left  to  me 
his  watch  and  instruments  as  memorials  of 
his  friendship.  I  was  penetrated  with  grief 
on  this  melancholy  occasion ;  the  more  be- 
cause there  was  nobody  on  board  to  whom  I 
could  communicate  my  sorrows,  or  of  whom 
I  could  receive  the  least  consolation  or  ad- 
vice.   Crampley  was  so  far  from  discovering 
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the  least  remorse  for  his  barbarity,  at  the 
news  of  the  sur^on's  death,  that  he  insult- 
ed his  memory  m  the  most  abusive  manner, 
and  affirmed  he  had  poisoned  himself  out  of 
pure  fear,  dreading  to  be  brought  to  a  court- 
martial  for  mutiny;  for  which  reason  he 
would  not  suffer  the  service  of  the  dead  to 
be  read  over  his  body  before  it  was  thrown 
overboard. 

Nothing  but  a  speedy  deliveitince  could 
have  supported  me  under  the  brutal  sway  of 
this  bashaw,  who,  to  render  my  life  the  more 
irksome,  signified  to  my  messmates  a  desire 
that  I  should  be  expelled  from  their  society. 
This  was  no  sooner  hinted,  than  they  grant- 
ed his  request ;  and  I  was  fain  to  eat,  in  a 
solitary  manner,  by  myself,  during  the  rest 
of  the  passage,  wluch,  however,  soon  drew 
to  a  period. 

We  had  been  seven  weeks  it  sea,  when 
the  gunner  told  the  captain,  that,  by  his  reck- 
oning, we  must  be  in  soundings,  and  desired 
he  would  order  the  lead  to  be  heaved. 
Cramp]ey  swore  h^  did  not  know  how  to 
keep  the  ship's  way,  for  we  were  not  within 
a  hundred  leagues  of  soundings,  and  there- 
fore he  would  not  give  himself  the  trouble  to 
cast  the  lead.  Accordingly,  we  continued 
our  course  all  that  afternoon  and  night, 
without  shortening  sail,  althou^  the  gunner 
pretended  to  discover  Scilly  light,  and  next 
morning  protested  in  form  against  the  cap- 
tain's conduct,  for  which  he  was  put  in  con- 
finement. We  discovered  no  land  all  that 
day,  and  Crampley  was  still  so  infatuated  as 
to  neglect  sounding ;  but  at  three  o'clock  hi 
the  morning,  the  ship  struck,  and  remained 
fast  on  a  sand-bank.  This  accident  alarmed 
the  whole  crew ;  the  boat  was  immediately 
hoisted  out ;  but,  as  we  could  not  discern 
which  way  the  shore  lay,  we  were  obliged  to 
wait  for  day-liorht.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
wind  increased,  and  the  waves  beat  against 
the  sloop  with  such  violence,  that  we  expect- 
ed she  would  have  gone  to  pieces.  The  gun- 
ner was  released,  and  consulted :  he  advised 
the  captain  to  cut  away  the  mast,  in  order  to 
lighten  her ;  this  expedient  was  performed 
without  success :  the  sailors  seeing  things 
in  a  desperate  situation,  according  to  cus- 
tom, broke  up  the  chests  belonging  to  the 
officers,  dressed  themselves  in  their  clothes, 
drank  their  liquors  without  ceremony,  and 
drunkenness,  tumult,  and  confusion  ensued. 
In  the  midst  of  this  uproar,  I  went  below 
to  secure  my  own  effects;  and  found  the 
carpenter's  mate  hewing  down  the  purser's 
cabin  with  his  hatchet,  whistling  all  the  while 
with  ^at  composure.  Wheh  I  asked  his 
intention  in  doing  so,  he  replied  very  calmly, 
— *<  I  only  want  to  taste  the  pur8er*8  rum, 
that's  all,  master."  At  that  instant  the  pur- 
ser  coming  down,  and  seeing  his  effects 
going  to  wreck,  complained  bitterly  of  the 
injustice  done  to  him,  and  asked  the  fellow 
what  occasion  he  had  for  liquor,  when,  in  all 


likelihood,  he  should  be  in  eternity  in  a  few 
minutes.  *' All's  one  for  that,"  said  the 
plunderer,  '*let  us  live  while  we  can." 
''Miserable  wretch  that  thou  art,"  cried  the 
purser,  **  what  must  be  thv  lot  in  the  other 
world,  if  thou  diest  in  the  commission  of 
robbery  1"  "  Why,  hell,  I  suppose,"  replied 
the  other,  with  great  deliberation,  while  the 
pureer  feU  on  his  knees,  and  begird  of  hea- 
ven, that  we  might  not  all  perish  for  the 
sake  of  one  Jonas.  During  this  dialogue,  I  *' 
clothed  myself  in  my  best  apparel,  girded 
on  my  hanger,  stuck  my  pistols  loaded  m  my 
belt,  disporod  of  all  my  valuable  movables 
about  my  person,  and  came  upon  deck  with 
a  resolution  of  taking  the  first  opportunity 
to  get  on  shore,  which,  when  the  day  broke, 
appeared  at  the  distance  of  three  miles 
anead.  Crampley,  finding  his  efforts  to  get 
the  ship  off  ineffectual,  determined  to  consult 
his  own  safety,  by  going  into  the  boat,  which 
he  had  no  sooner  done,  than  the  ship's  com- 
pany followed  so  fast,  that  she  would  have 
sunk  alongside,  had  not  some  one  wiser  than 
the  rest  cut  the  rope  and  put  off.  But  be- 
fore this  happened,  I  had  made  several  at- 
tempts  to  get  in,  and  was  always  baulked  by 
the  captain,  who  was  so  eager  in  excluding 
me,  that  he  did  not  mind  the  endeavours  of 
any  other  body.  Enraged  at  this  inhunlan 
partiality,  and  seeing  the  rope  cut,  I  pullsd 
one  of  my  pistols  from  my  belt,  and  cocking 
it,  swore  I  would  shoot  any  man  who  shoula 
presume  to  obstruct  my  entrance.  So  say- 
ing, I  leaped  with  my  fuU  exertion,  and  got 
on  board  of  the  boat  with  the  loss  of  the  sEin 
of  ray  shins.  I  chanced  in  my  descent  to 
overturn  Crampley,  who  no  sooner  got  up 
than  he  struck  at  me  several  times  with  a 
cutlass,  and  ordered  the  men  to  throw  me 
overboard ;  but  they  were  too  anxious  about 
their  «rOwn  safety  to  mind  what  he  said. 
Though  the  boat  was  very  deeplv  loaded, 
and  the  sea  terribly  high,  we  made  shift  to 
get  upon  dry  land  m  less  than  an  hour  after 
we  parted  from  the  sloop.  As  soon  as  I  set  • 
foot  on  terra  firma^  my  indignation,  which 
had  boiled  so  long  withii  me,  broke  out 
against  Crampley,  whom  I  immediately 
challenged  to  single  combat,  presenting  my 
pistoHl,  that  he  miffht  take  his  choice ;  he 
took  one  without  nesitation,  and,  before  I 
could  cock  the  other,  fired  in  my  face,  throw- 
ing the  pistol  after  the  shot.  I  felt  mvself 
stunned,  and  imagining  the  bullet  hadf  en- 
tered my  brain,  discha^d  mine  as  quick  as 
possible,  that  I  might  not  die  unrevensed: 
then  flvingupon  my  antagonist,  knocked  out 
several  of  his  fore  teeth  with  the  bntt-end  of 
the  piece,  and  would  certainly  have  made 
an  end  of  him  with  that  instrument,  had  be 
not  disenffaged  himself,  and  seized  his  cut- 
lass,  which  he  had  given  to  his  servant  when 
he  received  the  pistol.  Seeing  him  aimed 
in  this  manner,  I  drew  my  hancer,  and  hav- 
ing flung  my  pistol  at  his  headC  dosed  with 
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him  io  a  transport  of  fbry,  and  thrust  my 
weapon  into  his  mouth,  which  enlarged  it  on 
one  side  to  his  ear.  Whether  the  smart  of 
this  wound  disconcerted  him,  or  the  uneven- 
nesB  of  the  ground  made  him  reel,  I  know 
not,  but  he  staggered  some  paces  back :  I 
followed  close,  and  with  one  stroke  cut  the 
tendons  of  the  back  of  his  hand,  upon  which 
his  cutlass  dropt,  and  he  remained  defence- 
less. I  know  not  with  what  cruelty  my  rage 
might  have  inspired  me,  if  I  had  not  at  that 
instant  been  felled  to  the  gfround  by  a  blow 
on  the  back  part  of  my  head,  which  deprived 
me  of  all  sensation.  In  this  deplorable 
situation,  exposed  to  the  rage  of  an  incensed 
barbarian,  and  the  rapine  of  an  inhuman 
crew,  I  remained  for  some  time ;  and  whether 
any  dispute  arose  among  them  during  the 
state  of  my  annihilation,  1  cannot  pretend  to 
determine  ;  but  in  one  particular  they  seem 
to  have  been  unanimous,  and  acted  with 
equal  dexterity  and  dispatch  ;  for  when  I 
recovered  the  use  of  understanding,  I  found 
myself  alone  in  a  desolate  place,  stripped  of 
my  clotlies,  money,  watch,  buckles,  and  every 
thing  but  my  shoes,  stockings,  breeches, 
and  shirt.  What  a  discovery  must  this  have 
been  to  me,  who  but  an  hour  before  was 
worth  sixty  ^ineas  in  cash !  I  cursed  the 
ijpur  of  my  birth,  the  parents  that  gave  me 
being,  the  sea  that  did  not  swallow  me  up,, 
the  poniard  of  the  enemy,  which  could  not 
find  the  way  to  my  heart,  the  villainy  of 
those  who  had  left  roe  in  that  miserable  con- 
dition ;  and,  in  the  ecstasy  of  despair,  re- 
solved to  lie  still  where  I  was,  and  perish. 


CHAPTER  XXXVin. 

/  get  upf  and  crawl  into  a  bam,  where  I  am 
in  danger  of  perishing  through  Afce  fear 
of  the  country  people — their  inhumanity 
— /  am  succoured  hy  a  reputed  loitch — 
her  story — her  advice — sne  recommends 
me  as  a  valet  to  a  single  lady,  whose 
character  she  explains. 

But  as  I  lay  ruminating,  my  passion  insen- 
sibly abated;  I  considered  my  situation  in 
quite  another  light  from  that  in  #hich  it 
appeared  to  me  at  first,  and  the  result  of  my 
deliberation  was  to  rise,  if  I  could,  and 
crawl  to  the  next  inhabited  place  for  assist- 
ance. With  some  difficulty  I  got  upon  my 
legs,  and  having  examined  my  body,  found  I 
had  received  no  other  injury  than  two  large 
contused  wounds,  one  on  the  fore,  and 
another  on  the  hinder  part  of  my  head :  which 
seemed  to  be  occasioned  by  the  same  wea- 
pon, namely,  the  butt-end  of  a  pistol.  I 
looked  towards  the  sea,  but  could  aiscem  no 
remains  of  the  ship ;  so  that  I  concluded  she 
was  gone  to  pieces,  and  that  those  who  re- 
mained in  her  had  perished :  but,  as  I  after- 
wards lefuned,  the  gunner,  who  had  more 


sagacity  than  Crampley,  observing  that  it 
was  flood  when  he  left  her,  and  that  she 
would  possibly  float  at  high  water,  made  no 
noise  about  getting  on  shore,  but  continued 
on  deck,  in  hopes  of  bringing  her  safe  into 
some  harbour,  after  the  commander  should 
have  deserted  her ;  for  which  piece  of  service 
he  expected,  no  doubt,  to  be  handsomely 
rewarded.  This  scheme  he  accordingly 
executed,  and  was  promised  great  things  oy 
the  admiralty  for  saving  his  majesty's  ship ; 
but  I  never  heard  he  reaped  the  fruits  of  his 
expectation.  As  for  my  own  part,  I  directed 
my  course  towards  a  small  cottage  I  per* 
ceived,  and,  in  the  road,  picked  up  a  seaman's 
old  jacket,  which,  I  suppose,  the  thief  who 
dressed  himself  in  my  clothes  had  thrown 
away:  this  was  a  very  comfortable  acquisition 
to  me,  who  was  almost  stiff  with  cold ;  I 
therefore  put  it  on,  and  as  my  natural  heat 
revived,  my  wounds,  which  had  left  off 
bleeding,  burst  out  afresh ;  so  that,  finding 
myself  excessively  exhausted,  I  was  about 
to  lie  down  in  the  fields,  when  I  discovered 
a  bam  on  ray  left  hand,  within  a  few  yards 
of  me ;  thither  I  made  shift  to  stagger,  and 
finding  the  door  open,  went  in,  but  saw  no- 
body ;  however  1  threw  myself  upon  a  truss 
of  straw,  hoping  to  be  soon  relieved  by  some 
person  or  other.  I  had  not  lain  here  many 
minutes,  when  I  saw  a  countryman  coming 
in  with  a  pitch-fork  in  his  hand,  which  he 
was  upon  the  point  of  thrusting  into  the 
straw  that  concealed  me,  and,  in  all  proba- 
bility, would  have  done  my  business,  had  I 
not  uttered  a  dreadful  groan,  after  having 
essayed  in  vain  to  speak.  This  melancholy 
note  alarmed  the  clown,  who  started  back, 
and  discovering  a  body  all  besmeared  with 
blood,  stood  trembling  with  the  pitch-fork 
extended  before  him,  nis  hair  bristling  up, 
his  eyes  staring,  his  nostrils  dilated,  and  his 
mouth  wide  open.  At  another  time  I  should 
have  been  much  diverted  by  this  figure, 
which  preserved  the  same  attitude  very  near 
ten  minutes,  during  which  time  I  made  many 
unsuccessful  efforts  to  implore  his  conipassion 
and  assistance;  but  my  tongue  failed  me, 
and  my  language  was  only  a  repetition  of 
groans ;  at  length  an  old  man  arrived,  who, 
seeing  the  other  in  such  a  posture,  cried,— 
**  Mer<rv  upon  un  !  the  leaad's  bewitched ; 
why,  Dick,  beest  thou  besayed  thyself!" 
Dick,  without  moving  his  eyes  from  the 
object  that  terrified  him,  replied, — "  O  va- 
ther  I  vather !  here  be  either  the  devil  or  a 
dead  mon :  I  doan't  know  which  o'en,  but  a 
groans  woundUy."  The  fiither,  whose  eye- 
sight was  none  of  the  best,  pulled  out  his 
spectacles,  and  having  applied  them  to  his 
nose,  reconnoitred  me  over  his  son's  shoul* 
der ;  but  no  sooner  did  he  behold  me,  than 
he  was  seized  with  a  fit  of  shaking,  even 
more  violent  than  Dick's,  and,  with  a  oroken 
accent,  addressed  me  thus : — "  In  the  name 
of  the  Vather,  Zun,  and  Holy  Ghost,  I  <4»i|« 
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you,  an  you  been  Satan,  to  be  gone  to  the 
Red  Zea ;  but  an  you  be  a  mooraered  man, 
apeak,  that  you  may  have  christom  burial." 
As  I  waa  not  in  a  condition  to  satisfy  him 
in  this  particular,  he  repeated  his  conjuration 
to  no  purpose :  and  they  continued  a  good 
while  in  the  agonies  of  fear.  At  length  the 
father  proposed  that  the  son,  should  draw 
nearer,  and  take  a  more  distinct  view  of  the 
apparition ;  but  Dick  was  of  opinion  that 
his  father  should  advance  first,  as  bein^  an 
old  man,  past  his  labour,  and  if  he  received 
any  mischief,  the  loss  would  be  the  smaller, 
whereas  he  himself  might  escape,  and  be 
useful  in  his  generation.  This  prudential 
reason  had  no  effect  upon  the  senior,  who 
still  kept  Dick  between  me  and  him.  In  the 
meantime  I  endeavoured  to  raise  one  hand 
as  a  signal  of  distress,  but  had  only  strength 
sufficient  to  produce  a  rustling  among  the 
straw,  which  discomposed  the  young  peasant 
so  much,  that  he  sprung  out  at  the  door,  and 
overthrew  his  father  in  his  flight.  The  old 
gentleman  would  not  spend  time  in  getting 
up,  but  crawled  backwards  like  a  crab,  with 
great  speed,  till  he  had  got  over  the  threshold, 
mumbling  exorcisms  all  the  way.  I  was 
exceedingly  mortified  to  find  myself  in  dan. 
ger  of  perishing  through  the  ignorance  and 
cowardice  of  these  clowns ;  and  felt  my 
spirits  decay  apace,  when  an  old  woman 
entered  the  bam,  followed  by  the  two  fugi- 
Uvee,  and,  with  great  intrepidity,  advanced 
tb  the  place  where  I  lay,  saying, — **  if  it  be 
the  devil,  I  fear  en  not,  and  for  a  dead  mon, 
a  can  do  us  no  harm."  When  she  saw  mr 
condition,  she  cried, — ^*<Here  be  no  devil, 
but  in  vouren  fooPs  head.  Here  be  a  poor 
miserable  wretch,  bleeding  to  death,  and  if 
a  dies,  we  must  be  at  the  charge  of  burying 
him;  therefore,  Dick,  go  vetch  the  old 
wheel-barrow  and  put  en  in,  and  carry  en  to 
goodman  Hodge's  back  door:  he  is  more 
able  than  we  to  lay  out  money  upon  poor 
vagrants."  Her  advice  was  taken,  and  im- 
mediately nut  in  execution ;  I  was  rolled  to 
the  other  farmer's  door,  where  I  was  tumbled 
out  like  a  heap  of  dung :  and  would  certainly 
have  fallen  a  prey  to  the  hoes,  if  my  groans 
had  not  disturbed  the  family,  and  brought 
some  ofthem  out  to  view  my  situation.  But 
Ho^  resembled  the  Jew  more  than  the 
good  Samaritan,  and  ordered  me  to  be  carried 
to  the  house  of  the  parson,  whose  business 
it  was  to  practise  as  well  as  to  preach  cha- 
rity ;  observing  that  it  was  sufficient  for  him 
to  pay  his  mtota  towards  the.maintenance  of 
the  poor  bdonging  to  his  own  parish.  When 
I  was  set  down  at  the  vicar's  gate,  he  fell 
into  a  mighty  passion,  and  threatened  to 
excommunicate  him  who  sent,  as  well  as 
those  who  brought  me,  unless  they  would 
move  me  immediately  to  another  place. 
About  this  tim6  I  fiunted  with  the  fatigue  I 
had  undergone,  and  afterwards  understood 
that  I  was  bandied  fh>m  door  to  door  through 


a  whole  village,  nobody  having  humanity 
enough  to  administer  the  least  relief  to  me, 
until  an  old  woman,  who  was  suspected  of 
witchcraft  by  the  neighbourhood,  hearing  of 
my  distress,  received  me  into  her  house,  and 
having  dressed  my  wounds,  brought  me  to 
myself  with  cordials  of  her  own  preparing. 
I  was  treated  with  great  care  and*  tenderness 
by  this  grave  matron,  who,  after  I  had 
recovered  some  strength,  desired  to  know 
the  particulars  of  my  last  disaster.  This 
piece  of  satisfaction  I  could  not  refuse  to 
one  who  had  saved  my  life;  I  therefore 
related  all  my  adventures  without  exagge- 
ration or  reserve.  She  seemed  surprised  at 
the  vicissitudes  I  had  undergone,  and  drew 
a  happy  presage  of  my  future  life  from  my 
past  sufilerings ;  then  launched  out  into  the 
praise  of  adversity  with  so  much  ardour  and 
good  sense,  that  1  concluded  she  was  a  per- 
son who  had  seen  better  days,  and  conceived 
a  longing  desire  to  hear  her  story.  She 
perceived  my  drift  by  some  words  I  cropped, 
and  smiling,  told  me,  there  was  notning 
either  entertaining  or  extraordinary  in  the 
course  of  her  fortune;  but,  however,  she 
would  communicate  it  tu  me  in  consideration 
of  the  confidence  I  had  reposed  in  her. — "  It 
is  of  little  consequence,"  said  ihe,  "  to  tell 
the  names  of  ray  parents,  who  are  dead 
m^y  years  ago ;  let  it  suffice  to  assure  you, 
they  were  wealthy,  and  had  no  other  child 
than  me ;  so  that  I  was  looked  upon  as 
heiress  to  a  considerable  estate,  and  teazed 
with  addresses  on  that  account.  Among 
the  number  6f  my  admirers,  there  was  a 
young  gentleman  of  no  fortune,  whose  sole 
dependence  was  on  his  promotion  in  the 
army,  in  which,  at  that  time,  he  bore  a 
lieutenant's  commission.  I  conceived  an 
affection  for  this  amiable  officer,  which,  in  a 
short  tyne,  increased  to  a  violent  passion ; 
and,  without  entering  into  minute  circum- 
stances, married  him  privately.  We  had 
not  enjoyed  one  another  long  in  stolen  in- 
terviews, when  he  was  ordered  with  his 
regiment  to  Flanders ;  but,  before  he  set  out, 
it  was  agreed  between  us,  that  he  should 
declare  our  marriage  to  my  father  by  letter, 
and  implore  his  pardon  for  the  step  we  had 
taken  vnthout  his  approbation.  This  dis- 
covery was  made  while  I  was  a;broad  visiting, 
and  just  as  I  was  about  to  return  home,  I 
received  a  letter  from  my  father,  importing, 
that  since  I  had  acted  so  undutifully  and 
meanly,  as  to  marry  a  beggar,  without  his 
privity  or  consent,  to  the  disgrace  of  his 
family,  as  well  as  the  disappointment  of  his 
hopes,  he  renounced  me  to  the  miseraMe 
fkte  I  had  entailed  upon  myself,  and  charged 
me  never  to  set  foot  within  his  doors  again. 
This  rigid  sentence  was  confirmed  by  my 
mother,  who,  in  a  postscript,  gave  me  to 
understand,  that  her  sentiments  were  exactly 
conformable  to  those  of  my  father,  and  that 
I  might  save  myself  the  trouble  of  making 
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any  applications,  for  her  resolutions  were 
unaltecable.     Thunderstruck  with   my  evil 
fortune,  I  called  a  coach,  and  drove  to  my 
husband's  lodgings,    where    I    found    him 
waiting  the  event  of  his  letter.     Though  he 
could  easily  divine  by  my  looks  the  issue  of 
his  declaration,  he  read  with  great  steadiness 
the  epistle  I  had  received ;  and,  with  a  smile 
full  of  tenderness,  which  I  shall  never  forget, 
embraced  roe,  saying,  <<  /  believe  the  good 
lady  your  mother  might  have  spared  herself 
the  trouble  of  the  last  part  of  her  postscript. 
Welti  my  dear  Betty,  you  must  lay  aside  all 
thoughts  of  a  coach,  till  I  can  procure  the 
command  of  a  regiment.**     This  uncon- 
cerned behaviour,  while  it  enabled  me  to 
support  my  reverse  of  fortune,  at  the  same 
time  endeared  him  to  me  the  more,  by  con- 
vincing me  of  his  disinterested  views  in 
espousmg  me.    I  was  next  day  boarded  in 
company  with  the  wife  of  another  officer, 
who  had  long  been  the  friend  and  confidant 
of  my  husband,  at  a  village  not  far  from 
London,  where  they  parted  with  us  in  the 
roost  melting  manner,  went  to  Flanders,  and 
were  killed  m  sight  of  one  another  at  the 
battle  of  the  Wood.     Why  should  I  tire  you 
with  a  description  of  our  unutterable  sorrow 
at  the  fatal  news  of  this  event,  the  remem- 
brance of  which  now  fills  my   aged  eyes 
with  tears !     When  our  grief  subsided  a 
little,  and  reflection  came  to  our  aid,  we 
found  ourselves  deserted  by  the  whole  world, 
and  in  danger  of  perishing  bv  want ;  where- 
upon we  made  application  for  the  pension, 
and  were  put  upon  the  list.    Then  vowing 
eternal  friendship,  we  sold  our  jewels  and 
superfluous  clothes,  retired  to  this    place 
(which  is  in  the  county  of  Sussex),  bought 
this  little  house,  where  we  lived  many  years 
in  a  solitary  manner,  indulging  our  mutual 
sorrow,  till  it  pleased  Heaven  to  call  awav 
my  companion  two  years  ago,  since  which 
time  I  have  lingered  out  an  unhappy  being,  in 
hopes  of  a  speedy  dissolution,  when  I  promise 
mjrself  the  eternal  reward  of  all  my  cares. 
In  the  mean  time,'*  continued  she,  ''  I  must 
inform  you  of  the  character  I  bear  among 
roy  neighbours ;  my  conversation  being  diN 
ferent  from  that  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
village,  my  recluse  way  of  life,  my  skill  in 
curing  distempers,  which  I  acquired  from 
books  since  I  settled  here,  and,  lastly,  my  age, 
have  made  the  common  people  look  upon  me 
as  something  preternatural,  and  I  am  actu- 
ally at  this  hour  believed  to  be  a  witch.     The 
parson  of  the  parish,  whose  acquaintance  I 
have  not  been  at  much  puns  to  cultivate, 
taking  umbrage  at  my  supposed  disrespect, 
has  contributed  not  a  little  towards  the  con- 
firmation of  this  opinion,  by  dropping  certain 
hints  to  my  prejudice  amon^  the  vulgar,  who 
are  also  very  much  scandalized  at  my  enter- 
taining this  poor  tabby  cat  with  the  collar 
about  ner  neck,  which  was  a  favourite  of  my 
deceased  companion." 


The  whole  behaviour  of  this  venerable 
person  was  so  primitive,  innocent,  sensible, 
and  humane,  that  I  contracted  a  filial  respect 
for  her,  and  begged  her  advice  with  regard 
to  my  futura  conduct  as  soon  as  I  was  in  a 
condition  to  act  for  mvself.  She  dissuaded 
me  from  a  design  I  had  formed  of  travelling 
to  London,  in  hopes  of  retrieving  my  clothes 
and  pay,  by  returning  to  my  ship,  which,  by 
this  time,  I  read  in  the  newspaper,  was 
safely  arrived  in  the  river  Thames ;  **  be- 
cause,"  said  she,  ''you  run  the  hazard  of 
being  treated,  not  only  as  a  deserter  in  quit- 
ting the  sloop,  but  also  as  a  mutineer  in 
assaulting  your  commanding  officei*,  to  the 
malice  of  whose  revenge  you  will  moreover 
be  exposed.^'  She  then  promised  to  recom. 
mend  me  as  a  servant  to  a  single  lady  of  her 
acquaintance,  who  lived  in  the  neighbour- 
hood  with  her  nephew,  who  was  a  young 
fox-hunter  of  great  fortune,  where  I  might 
be  very  happy,  provided  I  could  bear  the 
disposition  and  manners  of  my  mistress, 
which  were  somewhat  whimsical  and  parti- 
cular. But,  above  all  things,  she  counselled 
me  to  conceal  my  story,  the  knowledge  of 
which  would  effectually  poison  my  enter- 
tainment ;  for  it  was  a  maxim  among  most 
people  of  condition,  that  no  gentleman  in 
digress  ou^ht  to  be  admitted  into  a  family 
as  a  domestic,  least  he  become  proud,  lazy, 
and  insolent.  I  was  Mn  to  embrace  this 
humble  proposal,  because  my  affairs  were 
desperate,  and  in  a  few  days  was  hired  hf 
this  lady  to  serve  in  quality  of  her  footman, 
having  been  represented  by  my  hostess  as 
a  young  man  who  was  bred  up  to  the  sea  by 
his  relations  against  his  will,  and  had  suffer- 
ed shipwreck,  which  had  increased  his  disgust 
to  that  way  of  life  so  much,  that  he  rather 
chose  to  go  to  service  on  shore,  than  enter 
himself  on  board  of  any  other  ship.  Before 
I  took  possession  of  my  new  place,  she  gave 
me  a  sketch  of  my  mistress's  character,  that 
I  might  know  better  how  to  regulate  my 
conduct.  **Your  lady,"  said  she,  "is  a 
maiden  of  forty  years,  not  so  remarkable  for 
her  beauty  as  her  learning  and  taste,  which 
are  famous  all  over  the  country.  Indeed  she 
is  a  perfect  female  virtuoso ;  and  so  eager 
after  the  pursuit  of  knowledge,  that  Ae  neg* 
lects  her  person  even  to  a  degree  of  slut- 
tishness.  This  negligence,  together  with 
her  contempt  of  the  male  part  of  the  crea- 
tion, gives  her  nephew  no  great  concern,  as 
by  these  means  he  will  probably  Jceep  her 
fortune,  which  is  considerable,  in  the  family. 
He  therefore  permits  her  to  live  in  her  own 
way,  which  is  something  extraordinary,  and 
gratifies  her  in  all  her  whimsical  desires. 
Her  apartment  is  at  some  distance  from 
the  other  inhabited  parts  of  the  house,  and 
consists  of  a  dinkig-room,  bed-room,  and 
study.  She  keeps  a  cook-maid,  waiting- wo- 
man, and  footman  of  her  own ;  and  seldom 
eats  or  converses  with  any  of  the  family  but 
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her  niece,  who  is  a  very  lovely  .creature,  and 
hiimouiB  her  aunt  often  to  toe  prejudice  of 
her  own  health,  \y  sitting  up  with  her  whole 
nu|hts  together ;  roryour  mistress  is  too  much 
ofa  philosopher  to  be  swayed  by  the  cus- 
toms  of  the  world,  and  never  sleeps  or  eats 
like  other  people.  Amon^  other  odd  no- 
tions, she  professes  the  principles  of  Rosi- 
crucius ;  and  believes  the  earth,  air,  and  sea, 
are  inbahited  by  invisible  beings,  with  whom 
it  is  possible  for  the  human  species  to  enter- 
tain correspondence  and  intimacy,  on  the 
easy  condition  of  living  chaste.  As  she 
hopes  one  day  to  be  amnitted  into  an  ac- 
quaintance of  this  kind,  she  no  sooner  heard 
of  me  and  my  cat,  than  she  paid  me  a  visit, 
with  a  view,  as  she  has  since  owned,  to  be 
introduced  to  my  familiar,  and  was  greatly 
mortified  to  find  herself  disappointed  in  her 
expectation.  Being,  by  this  visionary  turn 
of  mind,  abstracted,  as  it  were,  from  the 
world,  she  cannot  advert  to  the  common 
occurrences  of  life,  and  therefore  is  fVequently 
so  absent  as  to  commit  ver^  strange  mis- 
takes and  extravagancies,  which  you  will  do 
well  to  rectify  and  repair  as  your  prudence 
shall  suggest." 


CHAPTER  XXXIX. 

My  reception  by  that  lady^~I  became  ena^ 
moured  of  Narcieea-^recount  the  particw 
lars  of  my  hut  misfortune — acquire  the 
good  opinion  of  my  mietreeS'-^an  account 
of  the  young  squire^-I  am  made  ac- 
quainted withmore  particulareof  Narcis- 
80^$  situation — conceive  a  mortal  hatred 
against  Sir  Timothy-^examine  my  lady's 
Iwrary  and  petformances^-her  extrava' 
gant  behaviour. 

Fraught  with  these  useful  instructions,  I 
repaired  to  the  place  of  her  habitation,  and 
was  introduced  by  the  waiting-woman  to  the 
presence  of  my  lady,  who  had  not  before 
seen  me.  She  sat  in  her  study,  with  one 
foot  on  the  ground,  and  the  other  upoil  a 
high  stool  at  some  distance  fh)m  her  seat ; 
her  sandy  locks  hung  down  in  a  disorder  I 
cannot<%all  beautiful,  from  her  head,  which 
was  deprived  of  its  coif,  for  the  benefit  of 
scratching  with  one  hand,  while  she  held  the 
stump  of  a  pen  in  the  other.  Her  forehead 
was  high  and  wrinkled ;  her  eyes  were  large, 
grey,  and  prominent;  her  nose  was  long, 
sharp,  and  aquiline ;  her  mouth  of  vast  capa- 
city; her  visage  meagre  and  freckled,  and 
her  chin  peaked  like  a  shoemaker's  paring, 
knife;  her  upper-lip  contained  a  large  quan- 
tity of  plain  Spanish,  which,  by  contmual 
fklling,  bad  embroidered  her  neck,  tWt  was 
not  naturally  very  white ;  and  the  breast  of 
her  gown,  that  nowed  loose  about  her  with 
a  negligence  truly  poetic,  discoverinj;  linen 
that  was  veiy  fine,  and  to  all  appearance 


never  washed  but  in  Castalian  streams. 
Around  her  lay  heaps. of  books,  globes,  quad- 
rants, telescopes,  and  other  learned  appa- 
ratus :  her  snuff-box  stood  at  her  right  hand ; 
at  her  left  hand  lay  her  handkerchief,  suffi* 
ciently  used;  and  a 'Convenience  to  spit  in 
appealed  on  one  side  of  her  chair.  She 
being  in  a  reverie  when  we  entered,  the  maid 
did  not  think  proper  to  disturb  her ;  so  that 
we  waited  some  minutes  unobserved,  during 
which  time  she  bit  the  quiU  several  times, 
altered  her  position,  made  many  wry  faces, 
and  at  length,  with  an  air  of  triumph,  re- 
peated aloud, 

**Xor  dare  th'  immortal  gods  my  rage  oppose." 

Having  committed  her  success  to  paper, 
she  turned  towards  the  door,  and,  perceiving 
us,  cried, — <<  What's  the  matter  V*  "  Here's 
the  young  man,"  replied  my  conductress, 
**  whom  Mrs  Sagelj  recommended  as  a  foot- 
man to  your  ladyship."  On  this  information 
she  stared  in  my  face  a  considerable  time, 
and  then  asked  my  name,  which  I  thought 
proper  to  conceal  under  that  of  John  Brown. 
After  having  surveyed  me  with  a  curious  eye, 
she  broke  out  into—'*  O !  av,  thou  wast  ship, 
wrecked,  I  remember.  Whether  didst  Uiou 
come  on  shore  on  the  back  of  a  whale  or  a 
dolphin  1"  To  this  I  answered,  I  had  swam 
ashore  without  an^  assistance.  Then  she 
demanded  to  know  if  I  had  ever  been  at  the 
Hellespont,  and  swam  from  Cestosto  Abydos. 
I  replied  in  the  negative ;  upon  which  she 
bade  the  maid  order  a  suit  of  new  livery  for 
me,  and  instruct  me  in  the  articles  of  my 
duty :  so  saying,  she  spit  in  her  snuff-box, 
and  wiped  her  nose  with  her  cap,  which  lay 
on  the  table,  instead  of  a  handkerchief. 
We  returned  to  the  kitchen,  where  I  was  re- 
galed by  the  maids,  who  seemed  to  vie  with 
each  other  in  expressing  their  regard  for  me ; 
and  from  them  I  understood  that  my  business 
consisted  in  cleaning  knives  and  ^orks,  lay- 
ing the  cloth,  waiting  at  table,  carrying 
messages,  and  attending  my  lady  when  she 
went  abroad.  There  was  a  very  good  suit 
of  livery  in  the  house,  which  had  belonged  to 
my  predecessor,  deceased,  and  it  fitted  me 
exactly ;  so  that  there  was  no  occasion  for 
employing  a  tailor  on  my  account.  I  had 
not  long  been  equipped  in  this  manner  when  ' 
my  lady*8  bell  rung ;  upon  which  I  ran  up 
stairs,  and  found  her  stalking  about  the  room 
in  her  shift  and  under  petticoat  only.  I 
would  have  immediately  retired  as  became 
me,  but  she  bade  me  come  in,  and  air  a  clean 
shift  for  her ;  which  operation  I  having  per- 
formed  with  some  backwardness,  she  put  it 
on  before  me  without  any  ceremony,  and  1 
verily  believe  was  ignorant  of  my  sex  all  that 
time,  as  being  quite  absorbed  in  contempla* 
tion.  About  tour  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  I 
was  ordered  to  lay  the  cloth,  and  place  two 
covers,  which  I  understood  were  for  my 
mistress  and  her  niece,  whom  I  had  not  *• 
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yet  seen.    Though  I  was  not  very  dexterous 
at  this  work,  I  performed  it  pretty  well  for  a 
beffinner;  and,  when  dinner  was  upon  the 
tafie,  saw  my  mistress  approach,  accompa- 
nied by  the  young  lady,  whose  name  for  the 
present  shall  be  Narcissa.    So  much  sweet- 
«  ness  appeared  in  the  countenance  and  car- 
riage of  this  amiable  apparition,  that  my 
heart  was  captivated  at  first  sight,  and,  while 
dinner  lasted,  I  gazed  upon  her  without  in- 
termission .  Her  age  seemed  to  be  seventeen , 
her  stature  tall,  her  shape  unexceptionable ; 
her  hair,  that  fell  down  upon  her  iyory  neck 
in  ringlets,  black  as  jet;  her  arched  eye- 
brows of  the  same  colour ;  her  eyes  piercing, 
yet  tender ;  her  lips  of  the  consistence  and 
hue  of  cherries ;  her  complexion  clear,  deli- 
cate, and  healthy ;  her  aspect  noble,  ingenu- 
ous, and  humane ;  and  the  whole  person  so 
ravishingly  delightful,  that  it  was  impossible 
for  any  creature  endued  with  sensibility  to 
see  without  admiring,  and  admire  without 
lovinff  her  to  excess.    I  began  to  curse  the 
servile  station  that  placed  me  so  far  beneath 
the  re  wd  of  this  idol  of  my  adoration ;  and 
yet  I  blessed  my  fate,  that  enabled  me  to  en- 
joy  daily  the  sight  of  so  much  perfection. 
When  she  spoke  I  listened  with  pleasure  ; 
but  wjien  she  spoke  to  me,  my  soul  was 
thrilled  with  an  ecstasy  of  tumultuous  joy. 
I  was  even  so  happy  as  to  be  the  subject  of 
their  conversation ;  for  Narcissa  having  ob- 
served roe,  said  to  her  aunt, — **  I  see  your  new 
footman  is  come."    Then  addressing  herself 
to  me,  asked,  with  ineffable  complacency,  if 
I  was  the  person  who  had  been  so  cruelly 
used  by  robbers  ?    When  I  satisfied  her  in 
this,  she  expressed  a  desire  of  knowing  the 
other  particulars  of  my  fortune,  both  ^fore 
and  since  my  bein^  shipwrecked.    Hereupon 
(as  Mrs  Sagely  bad  counselled  me)  I  told 
her  that  I  had  been  bound  apprentice  to  the 
master  of  a  ship,  contrary  to  ray  inclination, 
which  ship  had  foundered  at  sea ;  that  I  and 
four  more,  who  chanced  to  be  on  deck  when 
she  went  down,  made  shift  to  swim  to  the 
shore;  when  my  companions,  after  havinff 
overpowered  me,  stript  me  to  the  shirt,  and 
left  me,  as  they  imagined,  dead  of  the  wounds 
I  received  in  my  own  defence.    Then  I  re- 
lated the  circumstances  of  my  being  found  in 
a  bam,  with  the  inhuman  treatment  I  met 
with  from  the  countrjr  people  and  parson; 
the  description  of  which,  I  perceived,  drew 
tears  from  the  charming  creature's  eyes. 
When  I  had  finished  my  recital,  my  mistress 
saidr— *'  Ma  foy !  le  garcon  eat  bten  fait !" 
To  which  opmion  Narcissa  assentied  with  a 
compliment  to  my  understanding  in  the  same 
lansnage,  that  flattered  my  vani^  extremely. 
The  conversation,  among  other  subjects, 
tamed  upon  the  young  squire,  whom  my  lady 
inquired  after  under  the  title  of  the  Savage ; 
and  was  infbrmed  b^  her  niece  that  he  was 
still  in  bed,  repainng  the  fatigue  of  last 
night's  debauch,  and  recruiting  strength  and  | 
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spirits  to  undergo  a  fox-chase  to-morrow 
morning,  in  company  with  Sir  Timothy 
Thicket,  Squire  Bumper,  and  a  great  many 
other  gentlemen  of  the  same  stamp,  whom 
he  had  invited  on  that  occasion ;  so  that  by 
day-break  the  whole  house  would  be  in  an  . 
uproar.  This  was  a  very  disagreeable  piece 
of  news  to  the  virtuoso,  who  protesteci  she 
would  stuff  her  ears  with  cotton  when  she 
went  to  bed,  and  take  a  doze  of  opium  to 
make  her  sleep  the  more  sound,  that  she 
might  not  be  diistuibed  and  distracted  by  the 
clamour  of  the  brutes. 

When  their  dinner  was  over,  I  and  my 
fellow-servants  sat  down  to  ours  in  the 
kitchen,  where  I  understood  that  Sir  Timothy 
Thicket  was  a  wealtliv  knight  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, between  whom  and  Narcissa  a 
match  had  been  projected  by  her  brother,  who 

Promised  at  the  same  time  to  espouse  Sir 
^imothy's  sister ;  by  which  means,  as  their 
fortunes  were  pretty  equal,  the  young  ladies 
would  be  provided  for,  and  their  brothers 
be  never  the  poorer ;  but  that  the  ladies  did 
not  concur  in  the  scheme,  each  of  them  en- 
tertaining  a  hearty  contempt  for  the  person 
allotted  to  her  for  a  husband  by  this  agree- 
ment.    This    information  begat  in  me  a 
mortal  aversion  to  Sir  Timothy,  whom  I 
looked  upon  as  my  rival,  and  cursed  in  my 
heart  for  his  presumption.    Next  morning, 
by  day-break,  being  awakened  by  the  noise 
of  the  hunters  and  hounds,  I  arose  to  view 
the  cavalcade,  and  had  a  sight  of  my  com- 
petitor, whose  accomplishments  (the  estate' 
excluded)  did  not  seem  btiUiant  enough  to 
give  me  much  uneasiness  with  respect  to 
Narcissa,  who,  I  flattered  myself,  was  not 
to  be  won  by  such  qualifications  as  he  was 
master  of,  either  as  to  person  or  mind.    My 
mistress,  notwithstanding   her  precaution, 
was  so  much  disturbed  by  ner  nephew's  com- 
pany, that  she  did  not  rise  till  five  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon ;  so  that  I  had  an  opportunity 
of  examining  her  study  at  leisure,  to  whicli 
examination  I  was  strongly  prompted  by  my 
curiosity.    Here  I  found  a  thousand  scraps 
of  her  own  poetry,  consisting  of  three,  four, 
ten,  twelve,  and  twenty  lines,  on  an  infinity 
of  subjects,  which,  as  whim  inspired,  she  had 
begun,  without  constancy  or  capacitate  bring 
to  any  degree  of  composition ;  but,  what  was 
very  extraordinary  in  a  female  poet,  there 
was  not  the  least  mention  made  of  love  in 
any  of  her  performances.    I  counted  frag- 
ments of  five  tragedies,  the  titles  of  which 
were — "  the  Stem  Philosopher — ^the  Double 
Murder — ^the  Sacrilegious  Traitor — the  Fall 
of  Lucifer— and  the  I^st  Day."  fVom  whence 
I  gathered  that  her  disposition  was  gloomy, 
and  her  imagination  delighted  with  objects  of 
horror.    Her  library  was  composed  of  the 
best  English  historians,  poets,  and  philoso- 
phers ;  of  all  the  FVench  critics  and  poets ; 
and  of  a  few  books  in  Italian,  chiefly  poetry, 
at  the  head  of  which  were  Tasso  and  An- 


114 


SMOLLETT'S  SELECT  WORKS. 


OBto,  pretty  much  used.  Besides  these,  trans- 
lations of  the  classics  into  French,  but  not 
one  book  in  Greek  or  Latin ;  a  circumstance 
that  discovered  her  igrnorance  in  these  lan- 
guages. After  having  taken  a  full  view  of 
this  collection,  I  retm^d,  nd,  at  the  usual 
time,  was  preparing  to  lay  the  cloth,  when  I 
was  told  by  the  maid  that  her  mistress  was 
still  in  bed,  and  had  been  so  afibcted  with  the 
notes  of  the  hounds  in  the  morning,  that  she 
actually  believed  herself  a  hare  b^et  by  the 
hunters,  and  beffjred  a  few  greens  to  munch 
for  breakfast.  When  I  expressed  my  sur- 
prise'  at  this  unaccountable  imagination,  she 
gave  me  to  understand  that  her  lady  was  very 
much  subject  to  whims  of  this  nature,  some- 
times fancying  herself  an  animal,  sometimes 
a  piece  of  furQiture ;  during  which  conceited 
transformations,  it' was  very  dangerous  to 
come  near  her,  especially  when  she  repre- 
sented a  beast ;  for  that  lately,  in  the  charac- 
ter of  a  cat,  she  had  flown  at  her,  and 
scratched  her  &ce  in  a  terrible  manner :  that, 
some  months  ago,  she  prophesied  the  general 
conflsgration  was  at  hand,  and  nothing  would 
be  able  to  quench  it  but  her  water,  which 
therefore  she  kept  so  long  that  her  life  was  in 
danger;  and  she  must  n^s  have  died  of  the 
retention,  had  they  not  found  an  expedient 
to  make  her  evacuate,  by  kindling  a  bonfire 
under  her  chamber  window,  and  persuading 
her  that  Uie  house  was  in  flames;  upon 
which,  with  great  deliberation,  she  bade  them 
bring  aU  the  tubs  and  vessels  they  could  find, 
to  be  filled,  for  the  preservation  of  the  house, 
into  one  of  which*  she  immediately  dischargjed 
the  cause  of  her  distemper.  I  was  also  m- 
formed,  that  nothing  contributed  so  much  to 
the  recovery  of  her  reason  as  music,  which 
was  always  administered  on  those  occasions 
by  Narcissa,  who  played  perfectly  well  on 
the  harpsichord,  and  to  whom  she  (the  maid) 
was  just  then  going  to  intimate  her  aunt's 
disorder.  She  was  no  sooner  edne,  than  I 
was  summoned  by  the  bell  to  my  lady's  cham- 
ber, where  I  found  her  sitting  squat  on  her 
hams  on  the  floor,  in  the  manner  of  puss 
when  she  listens  to  the  outcries  of  her  pur- 
suers. When  1  appeared,  she  started  up 
with  an  alarmed  look,  and  sprung  to  the 
other  Me  of  the  room  to  avoid  me,  whom, 
without  doubt,  she  mistook  for  a  beagle 
thirsting  after  her  life.  Perceiving  her  ex- 
treme confusion,  I  retired,  and  on  the  stair- 
case met  the  adorable  Narcissa  coming  up, 
to  whom  I  imparted  the  situation  of  my  mis- 
tress. She  said  not  a  word,  but,  smiling  with 
unspeakable  grace,  went  into  her  aunt's 
apartment,  and  in  a  little  time  my  ears  were 
ravished  with  the  effects  of  her  skill.  She 
accompanied  the  instrument  with  a  voice  so 
sweet  and  melodious,  that  I  did  not  wonder 
at  the  surprising  change  it  produced  on  the 
spirits  of  my  mistrest,  which  were  soon 
composed  to  peace  and  sober  reflection. 
Anout  seven  o'clock  the  hunters  arrived, 


with  the  skins  of  two  foxes  and  one  badger, 
carried  before  them  as  trophies  of  their  suc« 
cess :  and,  when  they  were  about  to  sit  down 
to  dinner  (or  supper),  Sir  Timothy  Thicket 
desired  that  Narcissa  would  honour  the  table 
with  her  presence ;  but  this  request,  notwith- 
standing ner  brother'«  threats  and  intreaties, 
she  refused,  on  pretence  of  attending  her 
aunt,  who  was  indisposed ;  so  I  enjoy^  the 
satisfaction  of  seeing  my  rival  mortified.  But 
this  disappointment  made  noffreat  impression 
on  him,  who  consoled  himseli  with  the  bottle, 
of  which  the  whole  company  became  so 
enamoured,  that,  after  a  n^ost  horrid  uproar 
of  lau^inff,  singing,  swearing,  dancing,  and 
fighting,  they  were  all  carried  to  bea  in  a 
state  of  utter  oblivion.  My  duty  being  alto- 
gether detached  from  the  squire  and  his 
familv,  I  led  a  pretty  easy  and  comfortable 
life,  drinking  dooly  intoxicating  draughts  of 
love  from  the  charms  of  Narcissa,  which 
brightened  on  my  contemplation  every  day 
more  and  more.  Inglorious  as  my  present 
station  was,  I  became  blind  to  my  own  un« 
worthiness,  and  even  conceived  hopes  of  one 
d^  enjoying  this  amiable  creature,  whose 
afi&bili^  greatly  encouraged  these  presump- 
tuous thoughts. 


CHAPTER  XL. 

My  mUtreas  ts  surprised  at  my  learning'^ 
communicates  her  performances  to  me— - 
/  impart  some  of  mine  to  her — am  mortU 
fied  at  her  faint  praise^-^Narcissa  ap' 
proves  of  my  conduct^  I  gain  an  invol' 
untary  conquest  over  the  cook-wench  and 
dairy-maidr-^heir  mutual  resentment  and 
insinuations — the  jealousy  of  their  lovers. 

During  this  season  of  love  and  tranquillity, 
my  muse,  which  had  lain  dormant  so  long, 
awoke,  and  produced  several  small  perform- 
ances on  JLhe  subject  of  my  flame :  but,  as 
it  concerned  me  nearly  to  remain  undisco- 
vered in  my  real  character  and  sentiments,  I 
was  under  a  necessity  of  mortifying  my  de- 
sire of  praise,  by  confining  my  worics  to  my 
own  perusal  and  applause.  In  the  mean  time 
I  streve  to  insinuate  myself  into  the  good 
opinion  of  both  ladies,  and  succeeded  so  well, 
by  my  diligence,  and  dutiful  behaviour,  that 
in  a  little  time  I  was  at  leasts  favourite  ser- 
vant ;  and  frequently  enjoyed  the  pleasure  of 
hearing  mvself  mentioned  in  French  and 
Italian,  with  some  degree  of  warmth  and  sur- 
prise, by  the  dear  object  of  all  my  wishes,  as 
a  person  who  had  so  much  of  the  gentleman 
in  my  appearance  and  discourse,  that  she 
could  not  for  her  soul  treat  me  like  a  com- 
mon lackey.  My  prudence  and  modesty 
were  not  long  proof  against  these  bewitching 
compMments.  One  day,  while  I  waited  at 
dinner,  the  conversation  turned  upon  a  knot^ 
passage  of  Tasso's  Gierusalem,  which  it 
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eeems  bad  poxxled  them  bdh.    After  a  great 
fliany  unsatiaiictOTy  coDJectufes,  my  mis- 
trees,  taking  the  Mok  out  of  her  pocket, 
turned  to  the  place  in  question,  and  read  the 
sentence  over  and  over  without  success ;  at 
length,  despairing  of  finding  the  author's 
jneanine,  she  turned  to  me,  saying, — ^  Come 
hither,  Bruno,  let  us  see  what  fortune  will  do 
fbr  us ;  I  will  interpret  to  thee  what  goes 
before  and  what  follows  this  obscure  para- 
graph, the  particular  words  of  which  I  will 
also  explain,  that  thou  mayest,  by  comparing 
one  wntk  another,  guess  the  sense  of  that 
which  perplexes  us."    I  was  too  vain  to  let 
slip  this  opportunity  of  displaying  my  talents, 
therefore,  without  hesitation,  read  and  ex- 
plained the  whole  of  that  which  had  discon- 
ceited  them,  to  the  utter  astonishment  of  both. 
Narcissa's  &ce  and  lovely  neck  were  over- 
spread with  blushes,  from  which  I  drew  a 
favourable  omen,  while  her  aunt,  after  having 
stared  at  me  a  gpod  while  with  a  look  of 
amazement,  excuitmed, — ''In  the  name  of 
heaven,  who  art  thoul"    I  told  her  I  had 
picked  up  a  smattering  of  Italian  during  a 
voyage  up  the  Straits.    At  this  explanation 
she  snook  her  head,  and  observed,  that  no 
smatterer  could  read  as  I  had  done.   She  then 
desired  to  know  if  I  understood  French :  to 
which  question  I  answered  in  the  affirmative. 
She  asked  if  I  was  acquainted  with  the  Latin 
and  Greek :  I  replied,-—"  A  litUe."  "  Oho !" 
continued  she,  '^and  with  philosophy  and 
mathematics,  I  suppose  V*    I  owned  I  knew 
something  of  each.    Then  she  repeated  her 
stare  and  interrogation.    I  began  to  repent 
of  my  vanity,  and,  in  order  to  repair  the 
fault  I  had  committed,  said,  it  was  not  to  bo 
wondered  at  if  I  had  a  tolerable  education, 
for  learning  was  so  cheap  in  my  country, 
that  every  peasant  was  a  scholar;  but  I  hoped 
her  ladyship  would  think  my  understanding 
no  exception  to  my  character.    She  was 
pleased  to  answer, — **  No,  no,  God  forbid." 
But  during  the  rest  of  the  time  they  sat  -at 
table  thev  behaved  with  remarkable  reserve. 
This  alteration  g[ave  me  great  uneasiness ; 
and  I  passed  the  night  without  sleep,  in  mel- 
ancholy reflections  on  the  vanity  of  y^oung 
men,  which  prompts  them  to  commit  so 
many  foolish  actions,  contrary  to  their  own 
sd^r  jud^ent.    Next  day,  however,  instead 
of  profiting  by  'this  self-condemnation,  I 
yielded  stillmore  to  the  dictates  of  the  prin- 
ciple I  had  endeavoured  to  chastise ;  and  if 
fortime  had  not  befriended  me  more  than 
prudence  could  expect,  I  should  have  been 
treated  with  the  contempt  it  deserved.   After 
break&st,  my  lady,  who  was  a  true  author, 
bade  me  follow  her  into  the  study,  where  she 
expressed  herself  thus : — **  Since  you  are  so 
learned,  you  cannot  be  void  of  taste ;  there- 
ibre  I  am  to  desire  your  opinion  of  a  small 
performance  in  poetry,  which  I  lately  com- 
posed.   You  must  know  I  have  planned  a 
tragedy,  the  subject  of  which  shall  be  the 


murder  of  a  prince  before  the  altar,  where 
he  is  busy  at  his  devotions.  After  the  deed 
is  perpetrated,  the  regicide  will  harangue 
the  people  with  the  blooSy  dagger  in  his  hand ; 
and  I  have  already  composed  a  speech,  which 
I  think  will  suit  the  character  extremely— 
here  it  is."  Then  taking  up  a  scrap  of 
paper,  she  read  with  violent  emphasis  and 
gesture  as  follows : 

That  hftTe  I  tent  the  simple  king  to  hell. 
Without  or  eoffin,  throad,  or  puting  bell. 
To  me,  what  are  divine  and  human  lavs! 
I  eourt  no  mnetion  bat  my  own  applause! 
Rapes,  robberies,  treasons,  yield  my  soul  deligfati 
And  human  eamage  gratifies  my  sight. 
I  drag  the  parent  by  the  hoary  hair. 
And  toss  the  sprawling  infant  on  my  spear. 
While  the  fond  mother's  cries  regale  mine  ear. 
I  fight,  I  vanquish,  murder  friends  and  foes; 
J^ar  dare  th*  immortal  gods  my  rage  oppose. 

Though- 1  did  great  violence  to  mv  under- 
standing in  praienMf^his  unnatural  rhapsody, 
I  neverUieless  extolled  it  as  a  piroduction  that 
of  itself  deserved  immortal  fame ;  and  be- 
sought, her  ladyship  to  bless  the  worid  with 
the  miits  of  those  uncommon  talents  Heaven 
had  bestowed  upon  her.  She  smiled  with  a 
look  of  self-complacency,  and,  encouraged  bv 
the  incense  I  had  offered,  communicated  all 
her  poetical  works,  which  I  applauded  one 
by  one,  with  as  little  candour  as  I  had  shown 
at  first.  Satiated  with  my  flattery,  which,  I 
hope,  my  situation  justified,  she  could  not  in 
conscience  refuse  me  an  opportunity  of 
shining  in  my  turn ;  and  therefore,  after  a 
compliment  to  my  nice  discernment  andtaate, 
observed,  that  doubtless  I  must  have  produced 
something  in  that  way  myself,  which  she  de- 
sired to  see.  This  was  a  temptation  I  could 
by  no  means  resist.  I  owneo,  tliat,  while  I 
was  at  college,  I  wrote  some  small  detached 

{>ieces,  at  the  desire  of  a  fiiend  who  was  in 
ove ;  and  at  her  request  repeated  the  follow- 
ing verses,  which  mdeed  my  love  for  Nar- 
cissa  had  inspired. 

Oir  CXLLA,  VLATIirO  Oir  THl  BABPtlCHORD  ASl) 

SXHOINO. 

X. 

When  Sappho  struck  the  qaivering  wire. 
The  throbbing  breast  was  all  on  fire: 
And,  when  she  raised  the  vocal  lay. 
The  captive  soul  was  charmed  away. 

It. 

But  had  the  nymph  possessed  with  these 
Thy  softer,  chaster  power  to  please, 
Thy  beauteous  air  of  spriglitly  youth^ 
Thy  native  smiles  of  artless  truth ; 

III. 

» 

The  worm  of  grief  had  never  preyed 
On  the  forsaken  lave-siok  maid: 
Nor  had  she  mourned  a  hapless  flame. 
Nor  dashed  on  rocks  her  tender  frame. 
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My  mistreos  paid  me  a  cold  compliment  on 
my  venification,  which  she  said  was  elegant 
enough,  but  the  subject  beneath  the  pen  of  a 
true  poet.  I  was  extremehr  nettled  at  her 
indirorence,  and  looked  at  Narcissa,  who  had 
by  tins  time  ioined  us,  for  her  approbation ;  but 
she  declined  ffiving  her  opinion,  protesting 
she  was  no  judge  of  .these  matters :  so  that  I 
was  forced  to  retire,  very  much  balked  in 
my  expectation,  which  was  generally  a  little 
too  san^ine.  In  the  afternoon,  however, 
the  waiting-maid  assured  me  that  Narcissa 
had  expreraed  her  approbation  of  my  perform- 
ance with  great  warmth,  and  desired  her  to 
procure  a  copy  of  it,  as  for  herself,  that  she 
(Narcissa)  might  have  an  opportunity  to 
peruse  it  at  pleasure.  I  was  elated  to  an 
extravagant  pitch  at  this  intelligence,  and 
immediately  transcribed  a  fair  copy  of  my 
ode,  which  was  carried  to  the  dear  charmer, 
together  with  another  on  the  same  subject, 
as  follows : — 


I. 


Thy  fatal  thafti  anerring  move, 
I  bow  before  thin^  altar,  Love  ? 
I  feel  thy  soft  resittlest  flame 
Glide  swift  through  all  my  Tital  frame! 


II. 


For*  while  I  gase,  my  bosom  glows, 
My  blood  in  tides  impetuoas  flows  { 
Hope,  Fear,  and  Joy  alternate  roll, 
And  floods  of  transport  'whelm  my  soul ! 


in. 


My  faltering  tongue  attempts  in  vain, 
In  soothing  murmurs  to  complain  ; 
My  tongue  some  seoret  magic  ties. 
My  murmurs  sink  in  broken  sighs! 


IV. 


Condemned  to  nurse  eternal  care. 
And  ever  drop  the  silent  tear ; 
Unheard  I  mourn,  unknown  I  sigh, 
Unfriended  live,  unpitied  die  I 

Whether  or  not  Narcissa  discovered  my 
passion,  I  could  not  learn  from  her  behaviour, 
which,  though  always  benevolent  to  me,  was 
henceforth  more  reserved  and  less  cheerful. 
While  my  thoughts  aspired  to  a  sphere  so 
for  above  me*,  I  had  unwittingly  made  a  con- 
quest of  the  cook-wench  and  dairy-maid, 
who  became  so  jealous  of  each  other,  that, 
if  their  sentiments  had  been  refined  bv  edu- 
cation, it  is  probable  one  or  other  of*^  them 
would  have  had  recourse  to  poison  or  steel, 
to  be  avenged  of  her  rival ;  but,  as  their 
minds  were  nappily  adapted  to  their  humble 
station,  their  mutual  enmity  was  confined  to 
scolding  and  fisty-cufis,  in  which  exercise 
they  were  both  well  skilled.  My  good  for- 
tune did  not  long  remain  a  secret ;  for  it  was 
disclosed  by  the  frequent  broils  of  these  he- 
roines, who  kept  no  decorum  in  their  en- 
counters. The  coachman  and  ^rdener,  who 
paid  their  devoirs  to  my  admirers,  each  to 
^  WB  lespectiye  choice,  alarmed  at  my  success, 


hud  their  heads  together,  in  order  to  conceit 
a  plan  of  revenge ;  and  the  fonner  having' 
been  educated  at  the  academy  of  Tottenham- 
court,  undertook  to  challen^  me  to  single 
combat.  He  accoidinffly,  with  many  oppro- 
brious invectives,  ba&  me  defiance,  and 
oflTered  to  box  me  for  twenty  guineas.  I  told 
him,  that  although  I  believed  myself  a  match 
for  him,  even  at  that  work,  I  would  not  de- 
scend so  far  below  the  dignity  of  a  sentle* 
man  as  to  fight  like  a  porter,  but  if  he  had 
any  thing  to  say  to  me,  I  was  his  man  at 
blunderbuss,  musket,  pistol,  sword,  hatchet* 
spit,  cleaver,  fork,  or  needle ;  nay,  I  swore, 
that,  should  he  give  liis  tongue  any  more 
saucy  liberties  at  my  expense,  I  would  crop 
his  ears  without  any  ceremony.  This  rho- 
domontade,  delivered  with  a  stem  counte- 
nance and  resolute  tone,  had  the  desired 
eflTect  upon  my  antagonist,  who,  with  some 
confusion,  sneaked  off,  and  gave  his  friend 
an  account  of  his  reception.  Tiie  story 
taking  air  among  the  servants,  procured  for 
me  the  title  of  Gentleman  John,  with  which 
I  was  sometimes  honoured,  even  by  mv  mis- 
tress and  Narcissa,  who .  had  been  informed 
of  the  whole  aflfair  by  the  chambermaid.  In 
the  mean  time  the  rival  queens  expressed 
their  passion  by  all  the  ways  in  their  power ; 
the  cook  entertained  me  with  choice  bits,  the 
dairy-maid  with  stroakings.  The  first  would 
often  encourage  me  to  discover  myself  by  com- 
plimenting  me  upon  my  cpuraffe  and  learn- 
ing, and  observing,  that  if  she  had  a  husband 
like  me,  to  maintain  order,  and  keep  ac- 
counts, she  could  make  a  great  deal  of  money 
by  setting  up  an  eating-house  in  London,  for 
gentlemen's  servants  on  board-wages.  The 
other  courted  my  affection  by  showing  her 
own  importance,  and  telling  me,  that  many 
a  substantisd  former  in  the  neighbourhood 
would  be  glad  to  marry  her ;  but  she  was  re- 
solved to  please  her  eye,  if  she  should  plague 
her  heart.  Then  she  would  launch  out  into 
the  praise  of  my  proper  person,  and  say,  she 
was  sure  1  would  make  a  good  husband,  for 
I  was  very  good-natured.  I  began  to  be 
uneasy  at  the  importunities  of  these  inamo- 
ratas, whom,  at  another  time,  perhaps,  I 
might  have  pleased  without  the  disagreeable 
sauce  of  matrimony ;  but  at  present  my  whole 
soul  was  engrossed  by  Narcissa,  and  I  could 
not  bear  the  thoughts  of  doing  any  thing  de- 
rogatory of  the  passion  I  entertained  for  her. 


CHAPTER  XLI. 

NareUta  being  in  dmigerfrom  the  brutality 
of  Sir  Timothy^  ie  reecued  by  me,  who 
revenge  myeelf  on  my  rival^I  declare 
my  paseiont  (fnd  retreat  to  the  MH-tule—- 
am  surrounded  by  emugglerSf  and  car^ 
ried  to  Boulogne^Jind  my  unclet  Lieu* 
tenant  Bowling,  in  great  dietree;  and 
relieve  hin^—our  eonvereatian. 
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At  oertain  interval,  my  ambition  would 
revive ;  I  would  despite  mveelf  ibr  my  tame 
reaiffnation  to  my  sordid  late,  and  revolve  a 
hmidred  schemes  for  assuming  the  character 
of  a  gentleman,  to  which  I  thought  myself 
entitled  by  birth  and  education.  In  these 
IhiitlesB  suggestions  time  stole  away  unper- 
eeived,  and  I  had  ahready  remained  ei^ht 
months  in  the  station  of  a  footman,  when  an 
accident  happened  that  put  an  end  to  mv 
servitude,  and  for  the  present  banished  aU 
hopes  of  succeeding  in  mv  love. 

Narcissa    went  one  day  to    visit    Miss 
Thicket,  who  lived  Mrith  her  brother,  within 
less  than  a  mile  of  our  house,  and  was  per- 
snaded  to  walk  home  in  the  cool  of  the 
evening,  accompanied  by  Sir  Timothy,  who, 
having  a  good  deal  of  the  brute  in  him,  was 
instilled  to  use  some  unbecoming  fami- 
liarities with  her,  encouraeed  by  the  solita- 
riness of  a  field  through  which  they  passed. 
The  lovely  creature  was  incensed  at  his 
rude  behaviour,  for  which  she  reproached 
him,  in  such  a  manner,  that  he  lost  all  regard 
to  decency,  and  actually  offered  violence  to 
this  pattern  of  innocence  and  beauty.    But 
Heaven  would  not  suffer  so  much  goodness 
to  be  violated ;  and  sent  me,  who,  passing  by 
accident  near  the  place,  was  alarmed  with 
her  cries,  to  her  succour.     What  were  the 
emotions  of  my  soul  when  I  beheld  Narcissa, 
almost  sinking  beneath  the  brutal  force  of 
this  satyr!.    1  fleiv  like  lightning  to  her 
rescue ;  and  he,  perceiving  me,  quitted  his 
prey,  and  drew  bis  hanger  to  chastise  my 
presumption.    My  indignation  was  too  hign 
to  admit  one  thought  of  fear ;  so  that,  rushing 
upon  him,  I  struck  his  weapon  out  of  his 
hand,  and  used  my  cudgel  so  successfully, 
that  he  fell  to  the  ground,  and  lay,  to  dl 
appearance,  without  sense.    Then  I  turned 
to  Narcissa,  who  had  swooned,  and  sitting 
down  by  her,  gently  raised  her  head,  and 
supported  it  on  my  bosom,  while,  with  my 
hajid  around  her  waist,  I  kept  her  in  that 
position.    My  soul  was  thrilled  with  tumul- 
tuous joy  at  feeling  the  object  of  my  dearest 
wishes  within  my  arms :  and  while  she  lay 
insensible,  I  could  not  refrain  fit>m  applying 
my  cheek  to  hers  and  ravishing  a  kiss.    In 
a  little  time,  the  blood  began  to  revisit  her 
face ;  she  opened  her  enchanting  eyes,  and 
having  recollected  hef  late  situation,  said, 
with  a  look  full  of  tender  acknowledgement — 
''  Dear  John,  I  am  eternally  obliged  to  you !" 
So  saying,  she  made  an  effort  to  rise,  in 
which  I  assisted  her,  and  she  proceeded  to 
the  house,  leaning  upon  me  all  the  way.    I 
was  a  thousand  times  tempted  by  this  oppor- 
tunity to  declare  my  passion,  but  the  dread 
of  disobliging  her   restrained  my  tongue. 
We  had  not  moved  an  hundred  paces  from 
the  scene  of  her  distress,  when  I  perceived  Sir 
Timothy  rise  and  walk  homewani ;  a  circum- 
stance,  which,  thoagh  it  ffave  me  some  satis- 
inasmuch  as  I  taereby  knew  I  had 


not  killed  him,  filled  me  with  iost  apprehen- 
sion of  his  resentment,  which  I  ibimd  myself 
in  no  condition  to  withstand;  especially 
when  I  considered  his  intimacy  with  our 
squire,  to  whom  I  knew  he  could  justi^ 
himself  for  what  he-  had  done,  by  imputing  it 
to  his  love,  and  desiring  his  brother  iBruin  to 
take  the  same  liberty  with  his  sister,  without 
any  fbar  of  ofience.  When  we  arrived  at 
the  house,  Narcissa  assured  me,  she  would 
exert  all  her  influence  in  protecting  me  from 
the  revenge  of  Thicket,  and  likewise  engage 
her  aunt  in  my  favour ;  at  the  same  time, 
pulling  out  her  purse,  offered  it  as  a  small 
consi&ration  for  the  service  I  had  done  her. 
But  I  stood  too  much  upon  the  punctilios  of 
love  to  incur  the  least  suspicion  of  being 
mercenary,  and  refused  the  present,  by  say* 
ing,  I  had  merited  nothing  by  barely  doing 
my  duty.  She  seemed  astonished  at  my 
disinterestedness,  and  blushed :  I  felt  the  same 
suffusion,  and,  with  a  downcast  eye,  and 
broken  accent,  told  her,  I  had  one  request  to 
make,  which,  if  her  generosity  would  grant, 
I  should  think  myself  fully  recompensed  for 
an  age  of  misery.  She  changed  colour  at 
this  preamble,  and,  with  great  confiision, 
replied,  she  hoped  my  good  sense  would 
hinder  me  from  asking  any  thing  she  was 
bound  in  honour  to  refuse,  and  therefore 
bade  me  signify  my  desire.  Upon  which  I 
kneeled  and  bejiged  to  kiss  her  hand.  She 
immediately,  with  an  averted  look,  stretched 
it  out ;  and  I  imprinted  on  it  an  ardent  kiss, 
and,  bathing  it  with  my  tears,  cried — "  Dear 
madam,  I  am  an  unfortunate  gentleman,  and 
love  you  to  distraction ;  but  would  have  died 
a  thousand  deaths  rather  than  make  this 
declaration  under  such  a  servile  appearance, 
were  I  not  determined  to  yield  to  Uie  rigour 
of  my  fate,  to  fiy  from  your  bewitching  pre- 
sence, and  bury  my  presumptuous  passion  in 
eternal  silence."  With  these  words  I  rose 
and  went  away,  before  she  could  recover  her 
spirits  so  far  as  to  make  any  reply.  My 
first  care  was  to  go  and  consult  Mrs  Sagely, 
with  whom  I  had  maintained  a  friendly  cor- 
respondence ever  since  I  left  her  house. 
When  she  understood  my  situation,  the  good 
woman,  with  real  concern,  condoled  me  on 
my  unhappy  fate,  and  approved  of  my  reso- 
lution  to  leave  the  country,  as  being  perfectly 
well  acquainted  with  the  barbarous  disposition 
of  my  nval, — "  who,  by  this  time,"  said  she, 
"  has  no  doubt  meditated  a  scli^me  of  re- 
venge. Indeed  I  cannot  see  how  you  will 
be  i3>le  to  elude  his  vengeance ;  being  himself 
in  the  commission,  he  will  immediately  grant 
warrants  for  apprehending  you ;  and  as  almost 
all  the  people  in  this  country  are  dependent 
on  him  and  his  friend,  it  will  be  impossible 
for  you  to  find  shelter  among  them :  if  you 
should  be  apprehended,  he  will  commit  you 
to  jail,  where  you  may  possibly  languish  in 
great  misery  till  the  next  assizes,  and  then 
be  transported  for  assaulting  a  magistrate." 
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While  she  thus  warned  me  of  my  daDger» 
we  beard  a  knocking  at  the  door,  which 
threw  U6  both  into  great  consternation,  as, 
in  all  probability,  it  was  occasioned  by  my 
pureuers ;  whereupon  this  generous  old  lady, 
putting  two  guineas  into  my  band,  with  tears 
in  her  eyes,  bade  me,  for  God's  sake,  get  out 
at  the  ba6k  door,  and  consult  my  safety  as 
Providence  should  direct  me.  Tliere  was 
no  time  for  deliberation.  I  followed  her 
advice,  and  escaped  by  the  benefit  of  a  dark 
night  to  the  sea-side,  where,  while  I  rumi- 
nated on  my  next  excursion,  I  was  all  of  a 
sudden  surrounded  by  armed  men,  who, 
having  bound  my  hands  and  feet,  bade  me 
make  no  noise,  on  pain  of  being  shot,  and 
carried  me  on  board  of  a  vessel,  which  I 
soon  perceived  to  be  a  smugglinj?  cutter. 
This  discovery  gave  me  some  satisraction  at 
first,  because  I  considered  myself  safe  from 
the  resentment  of  Sir  Timothy  :  but  when  I 
found  myself  in  the  hands  of  ruffians,  who 
threatened  to  execute  me  for  a  spy,  I  would 
have  thought  myself  happily  quit  for  a  year's 
imprisonment,  or  even  transportation.  It 
was  in  vain  for  me  to  protest  innocence  :  I 
could  not  persuade  them  that  I  had  taken  a 
solitaiy  walk  to  their  haunt  at  such  an  hour, 
merel^r  for  my  own  amusement ;  and  I  did 
not  think  it  my  interest  to  disclose  the  true 
cause  of  my  retreat,  because  I  was  afraid 
they  would  have  made  their  peace  with  justice, 
by  surrendering  me  to  the  penalty  of  the  law. 
What  confirmed  their  suspicion  was  the 
appearance  of  a  custom-house  yacht,  which 
gave  them  chase,  and  had  well  nigh  made  a 
prize  of  the  vessel ;  when  they  were  delivered 
m>m  their  fears  by  a  thick  foff,  which  effec- 
tually screened  them,  and  favoured  their 
arrival  at  Boulogne.  But  before  they  had 
got  out  of  sight  of  their  pursuer,  they  held  a 
council  of  war  about  me ;  and  some  of  the 
most  ferocious  among  them  would  have 
thrown  me  overboard,  as  a  traitor  who  had 
betrayed  them  to  their  enemies  ;  but  others, 
more  considerate,  alleged,  that,  if  they  put 
me  to  death,  and  should  afterwards  be  taken, 
they  could  expect  no  mercy  from  the  legis- 
lature, which  would  never  pardon  outlawry 
aggravated  by  murder.  It  was  therefore 
determined,  by  a  plurality  of  votes,  that  I 
should  be  set  on  shore  in  France,  and  left  to 
find  my  passage  back  to  England  as  I  should 
think  proper,  Uiis  being  punishment  sufficient 
for  the  bare  suspicion  of  a  crime  in  itself  not 
capital.  Although  this  fiivourable  determi- 
nation gave  me  great  pleasure,  the  apprehen- 
sion  of  being  robbed  would  not  sufifer  me  to 
be  perfectly  at  ease.  To  prevent  this  calamity, 
as  soon  as  I  was  untied,  in  consequence  of 
the  foresaid  decision,  I  tore  a  small  hole  in 
one  of  my  vtockings,  into  which  I  dropped 
six  guineas;  reserving  half  a  piece  and  sone 
silver  in  my  pocket,  that,  finding  something, 
they  might  not  be  tempted  to  make  any 
further  inquiry.    This  was  a  very  necessary 


precaution  ;  for  when  we  came  withia  sigbt 
of  the  French  shore,  one  of  the  smugglelf 
told  me,  I  must  pay  for  my  passage.  To 
this  declaration  I  replied,  that  my  passage 
was  none  of  my  own  seeking,  therefore  they 
could  not  expect  a  reward  from  me  for  trans- 
porting me  into  a  strange  country  by  force. 
**  Damme  J"  said  the  outlaw,  **  none  of  your 
palaver ;  but  let  me  see  what  money  you  nave 
got."  So  saying,  he  tlirust  his  hand  into  my 
pocket  without  any  ceremony,  and  emptied 
It  of  the  contents :  then  casting  an  eye  at  my 
hat  and  wig,  which  captivated  his  fancy,  he 
took  them  ofiT,  and  clapping  his  own  on  my 
head,  declared  that  a  nur  exchan^  was  no 
robbery.  I  was  fain  to  put  up  with  the  bar- 
gain, which  was  by  no  means  favourable  to 
me  ;  and  a  little  while  after  we  went  all  on 
shore  together. 

I  resolved  to  take  my  leave  of  these  des- 
peradoes  without  much  ceremony,  when  one 
of  them  cautioned  me  against  appearing  to 
their  prejudice,  if  ever  I  returned  to  En£rland, 
unless  I  had  a  mind  to  be  murdered ;  for 
which  service,  he  assured  me,  the  gang  never 
wanted  agents.  I  promised  to  observe  his 
advice,  and  departed  for  the  upper  town, 
where  I  inquired  for  a  cabaret  or  public-house; 
into  which  I  went,  with  an  intention  of  taking 
some  refreshment.  In  the  kitchen,  five  Dutch 
sailors  sat  at  breakfast,  with  a  large  loaf,  a 
firkin  of  butter,  and  a  keg  of  brandy,  the  bung 
of  which  they  often  applied  to  their  moiftlu 
with  great  perseverance  and  satisfaction.  At 
some  distance  from  them  I  perceived  another 
person  in  the  same  garb,  sitting  in  a  pensive 
solitary  manner,  entertaining  himseli  with  a 
whif  of  tobacco  from  the  stump  of  a  pipe  as 
black  as  jet.  The  appearance  of  distress 
never  failed  to  attract  my  regard  and  com- 
passion ;  I  approached  this  forlorn  tar  with  a 
view  to  ofiTer  him  my  assistance ;  and,  not- 
withstanding the  alteration  of  drees,  and  dis- 
guise of  a  long  beard,  I  discovered  in  him  my 
long  lost  and  lamented  uncle  and  benefactor, 
Lieutenant  Bowling !  Good  Heaven !  what 
were  the  a^tations  of  my  soul,  between  the 
joy  of  findmg  again  such  a  valuable  friend, 
and  the  sorrow  of  seeing  him  in  such  a  low 
condition !  The  tears  gushed  down  my 
cheeks ;  I  stood  motionless  and  silent  for 
some  time ;  at  length,  recovering  the  use  of 
speech,  exclaimed,—"  Gracious  God !  Mr 
Bowling."  My  uncle  no  sooner  heard  his  name 
mentioned,  than  he  started  up,  crying,  with 
some  surprise, — ^" Holla!"  and  after  naving 
looked  at  roe  steadfastly  without  beinz  able 
to  recollect  me,  said, — "  Did  you  ciul  me, 
brother  1"  I  told  him  I  had  something  extra- 
ordinary to  communicate,  and  desired  him  to 
give  me  the  hearing  for  a  few  minutes  in 
another  room :  but  he  would  by  no  means  con- 
sent to  this  proposal,  saying, — **  Avast  there, 
friend ;  none  of  your  tricks  upon  traveUers : 
if  you  have  any  thing  to  say  to  me,  do  it 
above  board:  you  need  not  be  afraid  of  being 
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overheArd ;  here  are  none  who  understand 
our  lingo."  Though  I  was  loth  to  discover 
myself  before  company,  I  could  no  longer  re- 
frain from  telling  him  I  was  his  own  nephew, 
Roderick  Random.  On  this  information,  he 
considered  me  with  great  earnestness  and 
astonishment,  and,  recalling  my  features, 
which,  though  enlarged,  were  not  entirely 
idtered  since  he  had  seen  me,  came  up,  and 
shook  me  by  the  hand  very  cordially,  pro- 
testing he  was  glad  to  see  me  well.  After 
softne  pause  he  went  on  thus : — '*  And  yet,  my 
lad,  I  am  sorry  to  see  you  under  such  colours ; 
the  more  so,  as  it  is  not  in  mv  power,  at 
present,  to  change  them  for  the  better,  times 
being  very  hard  with  me."  With  these  words, 
I  could  perceive  a  tear  trickle  down  his  fur- 
rowed cheeks,  which  affected  me  so  much, 
that  I  wept  bitterly.  Imagining  my  sorrow 
was  the  effect  of  my  own  misfortune,  he 
comforted  me,  with  observing  that  life  was  a 
voyage  in  which  we  must  expect  to  meet 
with  all  weathers ;  sometimes  it  was  calm, 
sometimes  rough ;  that  a  fair  gale  often  suc- 
ceeded a  storm ;  that  the  wind  did  not  always 
sit  one  way,  and  that  despair  signified  nothing; 
but  that  resolution  and  skill  were  better  than 
a  stout  vessel ;  for  why  ?  because  they  require 
no  carpenter,  and  grow  stronger  the  more 
labour  they  under^.  I  dried  up  my  tears, 
which  I  assured  him  were  not  shed  for  my 
0W1)  distress,  but  for  his,  and  begged  leave  to 
accompany  him  to  another  room,  where  we 
could  converse  more  at  our  ease.  There  I 
recounted  to  him  the  ungenerous  usage  I  had 
met  with  from  Potion ;  at  which  relation  he 
started  up,  stalked  across  the  room  three  or 
four  times  in  a  great  hurry,  and,  grasping  his 
cudgel,  cried — "  I  would  I  were  atongside  of 
him— that's  all — I  would  I  were  alongside  of 
him !"  I  then  gave  him  a  detail  of  all  my 
adventures  and  sufferings,  which  affected  him 
more  than  I  could  have  imagined ;  and  con- 
cluded with  telling  him  that  Captain  Oakum 
was  still  alive,  and  that  he  might  return  to 
England  when  he  would  to  solicit  his  afikirs, 
without  danger  or  molestation.  He  was 
wonderfully  pleased  with  this  piece  of  infor- 
mation, of  which,  however,  he  said  he  could 
not  at  present  avail  himself,  for  want  of 
money  to  pay  for  his  passage  to  London. 
This  objection  I  soon  removed,  by  putting 
five  guineas  into  his  hand,  and  telling  him,  I 
thought  myself  extremely  happy  in  having  an 
opportunity  of  manifesting  my  gratitude  m 
him  in  his  necessity.  But  it  was  wnth  the 
ntmost  difficulty  I  could  prevail  upon  him  to 
accept  of  two,  which  he  affirmed  were  more 
than  sufficient  to  defray  the  necessary  ex- 
pense. After  this  friendly  contest  was  over, 
ne  proposed  we  should  have  a  mess  of  some- 
thing ;  "  For,"  said  he,  "  it  has  been  banyan- 
day  with  me  a  mat  while.  You  must  know, 
I  was  shipwrei^ed  five  days  ago,  near  a  place 
called  Lisieux,  in  company  with  those  Dutch. 
men  who  are  now  drinking  below ;   and 


I  having  but  little  money  when  I  came  a8faore« 
it  was  soon  spent,  because  I  let  them  have 
sl^are  and  share  while  it  lasted.  Howsom^ 
ever,  I  should  have  remembered  the  old  say* 
ing,  every  hog  his  own  apple :  for  when  they 
found  my  hold  unstowed,  they  went  all  hands 
to  shooling  and  begging ;  and  because  I  would 
not  take  a  spell  at  the  same  duty,  refused  to 
give  me  the  least  assistance ;  so  that  I  have 
not  broken  bread  these  two  days."  I  was 
shocked  at  the  extremity  of  his  distress,  and 
ordered  some  bread,  cheese,  and  wine,  to  be 
brought  immediately,  to  allay  his  hunger, 
until  a  fricassee  of  chickens  could  be  pre- 
pared. When  he  had  recruited  his  spirits 
with  this  homely  fare,  I  desired  to  know  the 
particulars  of  his  peregrination  since  the  ac- 
cident at  Cape  Tiberoon :  which  were  briefly 
these.  The  money  he  had  about  him  being 
all  spent  at  Port  iJouis,  the  civility  and  hos- 
pitality of  the  French  cooled  to  such  a  de- 
gree, that  he  was  obliged  to  list  on  board  one 
of  their  king's  ships  as  a  common  fore-mast 
man,  to  prevent  himself  from  starving  on 
shore.  In  this  situation  he  continued  two 
years,  during  which  time  he  had  acquired 
some  knowledge  of  their  language,  and  the 
reputation  of  a  good  seaman :  the  ship  he 
belonged  to  was  ordered  home  to  France, 
where  she  was  laid  up  as  unfit  for  service, 
and  he  was  received  on  board  of  one  of  Mon- 
sieur D' Antin's  squadron,  in  quality  of  quarter- 
master, which  office  he  performed  in  a  voyage 
to  the  West  Indies,  where  they  engaged  with 
our  ship  as  before  related ;  but  his  conscience 
upbraiding  him  for  serving  the  enemies  of  his 
country,  he  quitted  the  ship  at  the  same  place 
where  he  first  listed,  and  got  to  Curacoa,  in 
a  Dutch  vessel ;  there  he  bargained  with  a 
skipper  bound  to  Europe,  to  work  for  his 
passage  to  Holland,  fi'om  whence  he  was  in 
hopes  of  hearing  from  his  friends  in  England;* 
but  was  cast  away,  as  he  mentioned  before, 
on  the  French  coast,  and  must  have  been 
reduced  to  the  necessity  of  travelling  on  foot 
to  Holland,  and  begging  for  his  suraistencc 
on  the  road,  or  of  entering  on  board  of 
another  French  man  of  war,  at  the  hazard  of 
being  treated  as  a  deserter,  if  Providence 
had  not  sent  me  to  his  succour. — '*  And  now, 
my  lad,"  continued  he,  '*  I  think  I  shall  steer 
my  course  directly  to^  London,  where  I  do 
not  doubt  of  being  replaced,  and  of  having 
the  R  taken  off  me  by  the  lords  of  the  admi- 
ralty, to  whom  I  intend  to  write  a  petition 
setting  forth  mv  case.  If  I  succeed,  I  shall 
have  wherewithal  to  give  you  some  assis- 
tance, because^  when  I  left  the  ship,  I  had 
two  years  pay  due  to  me ;  therefore  I  desire 
to  know  whither  you  are  bound ;  and  besides, 
perhaps  I  may  have  interest  enough  to  pro- 
cure a  warrant  appointing  you-  surgeon's 
mate  of  the  ship  to  which  I  shall  belong ;  for 
the  beadle  of  the  admiralty  is  my  good  friend, 
and  he  and  one  of  the  under  clerks  are  sworn 
brothers,  and  that  under  clerk  Ium  a  good 
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deal  to  say  with  one  of  the  upper  clerks,  who 
is  very  well  known  to  the  under  secretary, 
who,  upon  his  recommendation,  I  hope,  will 
recommend  my  affiiir  to  the  first  secretary^ 
and  he  asain  will  speak  to  one  of  the  lords 
in  my  behalf;  so  that  you  see  I  do  not  want 
friends  to  assist  me  on  occasion.  As  for  the 
fellow  Crampley,  tho*f  I  know  him  not,  I  am 
sure  he  is  neither  seaman  nor  officer,  by  what 
you  have  told  me,  or  else  he  could  never  be 
so  much  mistaken  in  his  reckoning,  as  to  run 
the  ship  on  shore  on  the  coast  of  Sussex, 
before  he  believed  himself  in  soundings; 
neither,  when  that  accident  happened,  would 
he  have  left  the  ship  until  she  had  been  stove 
to  pieces,  especially  when  the  tide  Was 
making ;  wherefore,  by  this  time,  I  do  sup- 
pose he  has  been  tried  by  a  court-martial  and 
executed  for  his  cowardice  and  misconduct." 
I  could  not  help  smiling  at  the  description  of 
my  uncle's  ladder,  by  which  he  proposed  to 
climb  to  the  attention  of  the  board  of  admi- 
ralty ;  and  though  I  knew  the  world  too  well 
to  confide  in  such  dependence  myself,  I 
would  not  discourage  him  with  doubts,  but 
asked  if  he  had  no  friend  in  London  who 
would  advance  a  small  sum  of  money  to  ena- 
ble him  to  appear  as  he  ought,  and  make  a 
small  present  to  the  under  secretary,  who 
might  possibly  dispatch  his  business  the 
sooner  on  that  account.  He  scratched  his 
head,  and,  after  some  recollection,  replied, — 
••  Why,  yes,  I  believe  Daniel  Whipcord,  the 
ship-chandler  in  Wapping,  would  not  refuse 
me  such  a  small  matter.  I  know  I  can  have 
what  credit  I  want,  for  lodging,  liquor,  and 
clothes ;  but  as  to  money  I  wont  be  positive : 
had  honest  Block  been  living,  I  should  not 
have  been  at  a  loss."  I  was  heartily  sorry 
to  find  a  worthy  man  so  destitute  of  friends, 
when  he  had  such  need  of  them ;  and  looked 
'upon  my  own  situation  as  less  miserable  than 
his,  because  I  was  better  acquainted  with  the 
selfishness  and  roguery  of  mankind,  conse- 
quently less  liable  to  disappointment  and 
imposition. 


CHAPTER  XLH. 

He  taksM  hi9  postage  in  a  cutter  for  Deal — 
we  are  accosted  by  a  priest^  who  proves 
to  be  a  Scotchman-~his  profession  of 
friendship — he  is  affronted  by  the  Zteufen- 
antt  who  afterwards  appeases  him  by 
submissionr~^my  uncle  emoarks — /  am  tn- 
troducedpy  a  priest  to  a  capuchin,  in 
whose  company  I  set  out  for  Paris — the 
character  of  my  fellow-traveller — an  ad- 
venture on  the  road — I  am  shocked  at 

his  bekwiour. 
It 

Whbn  our  repast  was  ended,  we  walked 
down  to  the  harbour,  where  we  found  a  cut- 
ter that  was  to  sail  for  Deal  in  the  evening, 
and  Mr  Bowling  agreed  for  his  passage :  m 


the  mean  time,  we  sauntered  about  the  towi| 
to  satisfy  our  curiosity,  our  conversation 
turning  on  the  subject  of  my  designs,  which 
were  not  as  yet  fixed :  neither  can  it  be  sup- 
posed that  my  mind  was  at  ease,  when  I 
found  myself  reduced  almost  to  extreme  pov- 
erty in  the  midst  of  foreigners,  amon^  whom 
I  had  not  one  acquaintance  to  advise  and 
befiriend  me.  My  uncle  was  sensible  of  my 
forlorn  condition,  and  pressed  me  to  accom- 
pany him  to  England,  where  he  did  not  doubt 
of  finding  some  sort  of  provision  for  me :  bvt, 
besides  the  other  reasons  I  had  for  avoiding 
that  kingdom,  I  looked  upon  it  at  this  time  as 
the  worst  country  in  the  universe  for  a  poor 
honest  man  to  live  in,  and  therefore  deter- 
mined to  remain  in  France  at  all  events.  I 
was  confirmed  in  this  resolution  by  a  rever- 
end priest,  who,  passing  by  at  this  time,  and 
overnearinff  us  speak  English,  accosted  us  ia 
the  same  language,  telling  us  he  was  our 
countryman,  and  wishing  it  might  be  in  hlr 
power  to  do  Us  any  service.  We  thanked 
this  grave  person  for  his  courteous  offer,  and 
invited  him  to  drink  a  glass  with  us,  which 
he  did  not  think  proper  to  refuse,  and  we 
went  altogether  into  a  tavern  of  his  recom- 
mending. After  having  drank  to  our  healths 
in  a  bumper  of  good  Burgundy,  he  began  to 
inquire  into  our  situation,  particularly  the 
place  of  our  nativity ;  which  we  no  sooner 
named,  than  he  started  up,  and,  wringing  our 
hands  with  great  fervour,  shed  a  fiood  of 
tears,  crying, — **  I  come  from  the  same  part 
of  the  country !  perhaps  you  are  my  own 
relations."  I  was  on  my  guard  against  his 
caresses,  which  I  suspected  very  much,  when 
I  remembered  the  adventure  of  the  money- 
dropper  ;  but,  without  any  appearance  of  dif- 
fidence, observed,  that,  as  he  was  born  in  that 
part  of  the  country,  he  must  certainly  know 
our  family,  which  (howsoever  mean  our 
present  appearance  might  be)  was  none  of 
the  most  obscure  or  inconsiderable.  Then 
I  discovered  our  names*  to  which  I  found  he 
was  no  stranger.  He  had  known  my  grand- 
father personally;  and  notwithstanding  an 
absence  of  fifty  years  from  Scotland,  re- 
counted so  many  particulars  of  the  families 
in  the  neighbourhood,  that  my  scruples  were 
entirely  removed,  and  I  thought  myself  happy 
in  his  acquaintance.  In  the  course  of  our 
conversation,  I  disclosed  my  condition  with- 
out reserve,  and  displayed  my  talents  to  such 
"Idvantage,  that  the  old  fiither  looked  upon 
me  with  admiration,  and  aisured  me,  that  if 
I  staid  in  France,  and  listened  to  reason,  I 
could  not  fail  of  makinff  my  fortun^^  to  which 
he  would  contribute  all  in  his  power. 

My  uncle  began  to  be  jealous  of  the  priest's 
insinuation,  and  very  abruptly  declared  that, 
if  ever  I  should  renounce  my  religion,  he 
would  break  off  all  connection  and  corres- 
pondence with  me ;  for  it  was  his  opinion, 
that  no  honest  man  would  swerve  from  the 
principles  in  which  he  was  bred,  whether 


ADVENTURES  OF  RODERICK  RANDOM. 


121 


•Turkish,  ProtestaDt,  or  Roman.    The  father, 
affironted  at  this  declaration,  with  mat  ve- 
hemence began  a  long  discourse,  settmg  forth 
the  danger  of  obstinacy,  and  shutting  one's 
eyes  against  the  light.    He  said,  that  igno- 
rance would  be  no  plea  towards  justification, 
when  we  had  opportunities  of  being  better 
informed ;  and  that,  if  the  minds  of  people 
had  not  been  open  to  conviction,  the  Chris- 
tian religion  could'  not  have  been  propagated 
in  the  world,  and  we  should  now  be  in  a  state 
of  pagan  darkness  and  barbarity.    He  en- 
deavoured to  prove,  by  some  texts  of  scrip- 
ture, and  many  quotations  from  the  fathers, 
that  the  pope  was  the  successor  of  St  Peter, 
and  vicar  of  Jesus  Christ ;  that  the  Church 
of  Rome  was  the  true  holy  catholic  church ; 
and  that  the  protestant  faith  was  an  impious 
heresy  and  damnable  schism,  by  which  many 
millions  of  souls  would  suffer  everlasting 
perdition.     When  he  had  finished  his  ser- 
mon, which  I  thought  he  pronounced  with 
more  zeal  than  discretion,  he  addressed  him- 
self to  my  uncle,  and  desired  to  know  his 
objections  to  what  had  been  said.     The  lieu- 
tenant, whose  attention  had  been  wholly  en- 
grossed by  his  own  affairs,  took  the  pipe  out 
of  his  mouth,  and  replied, — "As  for  me, 
friend,  d'ye  see,  I  have  no  objection  to  what 
you  say ;  it  may  be  either  true  or  false  for 
what  I  know ;  I  meddle  with  nobody's  afffairs 
but  my  own ;  the  gunner  to  his  linstock,  and 
the  steersman  to  the  helm,  as  the  saying  is. 
I  trust  to  no  creed  but  the  compass,  and  do 
unto  every  man  as  I  would  be  done  by  ;  so 
that  I  defy  the  pope,  the  devil,  and  the  pre- 
tender, and  hope^  to  be  saved  as  well   as 
another."    This  association  of  persons  gave 
great  offence  to  the  friar,  who  protested,  in 
a  mighty  passion,  that,  if  Mr  Bowling  had  not 
been  his  countryman,  he  would  have  caused 
him  to  be  imprisoned  for  his  insolence.    I 
ventured  to  disapprove  of  my  uncle's  rash- 
ness, and  appeased  the  old  gentleman  by  as- 
suring  him  there  was  no  offTence  intended  by 
my  kmsman,  who,  by  this  time,  sensible  of 
his  error,  shook  the  injured  party  by  the 
hand,  and  asked  pardon  for  the  freedom  he 
had  taken.    Matters  being  amicably  compro- 
mised, he  invited  us  to  come  and  see  him  in 
the  afternoon  at  the  convent  t^which  he  be- 
longed, and  took  his  leave  for  the  present ; 
when  my  uncle  recommended  it  strongly  to 
me  to  persevere  in  the  religion  oAmy  fore- 
fathers, whatever  advantages  I  might  prop<^e 
to  myself  by  a  change,  which  could  not  fail 
of  disgracing  myself,  and  dishonouring  my 
family.  » I  assured   him  no    consideration 
should  induce  me  to  forfeit  his  friendship 
and  good  opinion  on  that  score ;  at  which 
assurance  he  discovered  great  satisfaction, 
and  put  me  in  mind  of  dinner,  which  we  im- 
mediately bespoke,  and,  when  it  was  ready, 
ate  together. 

I  imagined  my  acquaintance  with  the  Scot- 
tish priest,  if  properly  managed,  might  turn 
4  I*. 


out  to  my  advantage,  and  therefore  resolvea 
to  cultivate  it  as  much  I  could.  With  this 
view,  we  visited  him  at  his  convent,  accord- 
ing to  his  invitation,  where  he  treated  us 
with  wine  and  sweetmeats,  and  showed  us 
every  thin?  that  was  remarkable  in  the  mon- 
astery. Having  been  thus  entertained,  we 
took  our  leave,  though  not  before  I  had  pro- 
mised to  see  him  next  day ;  and  the  time  fixed 
for  my  uncle's  embarking  being  come,  I  ac- 
companied him  to  the  harbour,  and  saw  him 
on  board.  We  parted  not  without  tears, 
after  we  had  embraced,  and  wished  one 
another  all  banner  of  prosperity ;  and  he  en- 
treated me  to  write  to  him  often,  directing  to 
Lieutenant  Bowling,  at  the  sign  of  the  Union 
ffa?,  near  the  Hermitage,  London. 

I  returned  to  the  house  in  which  we  had 
met,  where  I  passed  the  night  in  a  very  soli- 
tary manner,  reflecting  on  the  severity  of  my 
fate,  and  endeavouring  to  project  some  likely 
scheme  of  life  for  the  future ;  but  my  inven- 
tion failed  me;  I  saw  nothing  but  insur- 
mountable difficulties  in  my  way,  and  was 
ready  to  despair  at  the  miserable  prospect. 
That  I  might  not,   however,  neglect  any 
probable  means,  I  got  up  in  the  morning,  and 
went  directly  to  the  lather,  whose  advice  and 
assistance  I  implored.    He  received  me  very 
kindly,  and  gave  me  to  understand  that  there 
was  one  way  of  life  in  which  a  person  of  my 
talents  could  not  fail  of  making  a  g;reat  figure. 
I  guessed  his  meaning,  and  told  him  once  for 
all,  I  was  fully  determined  against  any  alter- 
ation in  point  of  religion  ;  therefore,  if  his 
proposal  regarded  the  church,  he  might  save 
himself  the   trouble   of  explaining  it.     He 
shook  his  head,  and  sighed,  saying, — "  Ah ! 
son,  son,  what  a  glorious  prospect  is  here 
spoiled  by  your  stubborn  prejudice !     Suffer 
yourself  to  be  persuaded  by  reason,  and  con- 
sult your  temporal  welfare  as  well  as  the 
concerns  of  your  eternal  soul.    1  can  by  my 
interest  procure  your  admission  as  a  novi- 
ciate into  this  convent,  where  I  will  superin- 
tend and  direct  you  with  a  truly  paternal 
affection."    Then  he  launched  out  mto  the 
praises  of  a  monastic  life,  which  no  noise 
disturbs,  no  cares  molest,  and  no  danger  in- 
vades, where  the  heart  is  weaned  from  car- 
nal attachments,  the  grosser  appetites  sub- 
dued and  chastised,  and  the  soul  wafted  to 
divine  regions  of  philosophy  and  truth  on  the  • 
wings  of  studious  contemplation.    But  his 
eloquence  was  lost  upon  me,  whom  two  con- 
siderations enabled  to  withstand  his  tempta- 
tions, namely,  my  promise  to  my  uncle,  and 
my  aversion  to  an  ecclesiastical  life ;  for,  as  to 
the  difference  of  religion,  I  looked  upon  it  as 
a  thing  of  too  small  moment  to  come  in  com. 
petition  with  a  man's  fortune.    Finding  me 
immovable  on  this  head,  he  told  me  he  was 
more  sorrr  than  offbnded  at  my  non«compli-  ^ 
ance,  and  still  ready  to  employ  his  good  ' 
offices  in  my  behalf.     ^  The  same  erroneous 
maxims,"    said  he,    "that    obstruct    your 


122 


SMOLLETT'S  SELECT  WORKS. 


promotion  in  the  church,  will  infallibly  pre- 
vent your  advancement  in  the  army ;  but  if 
you  can  brook  the  condition  of  a  servant,  I 
am  acquainted  with  some  people  of  rank  at 
Venaiiles,  to  whom  I  can  give  you  letters  of 
recommendation,  that  you  may  be  entertained 
by  some  one  of  tkem  in  quality  of  maitre 
d' hotel ;  and  I  do  not  doubt  that  your  qulCli- 
iications  will  soon  entitle  you  to  better  pro- 
vision."   i  embraced  his  offer  with  great 
earnestness ;  and  he  appointed  me  to  come 
back  in  the  afternoon,  when  he  would  not 
only  give  me  letters,  but  likewise  intro- 
duce me  to  a  capuchin  of  his  acquaintance, 
who  intended  to  set  out  for  Paris  next  morn- 
ing, in  whose  company  I  might  travel,  with- 
out being  at  the  expense  of  one  livre  during 
the  whole  journey.    This  piece  of  good  news 
gave  me  infinite  pleasure ;  I  acknowledged 
my  obligation  to  the  benevolent  father  in  the 
most  grateful  expressions ;  and  he  performed 
his  promise  to  a  tittle,  in  delivering  the 
letters,  and  making  me  acquainted  with  the 
capuchin,  with  whom  I  departed  next  morn- 
ing by  hreak  of  day. 

It  was  not  lonff  before  I  discovered  my 
fellow-traveller  to  be  a  merry  facetious  fellow, 
who,  notwithstanding  his  profession  and  ap- 
pearance of  mortification,  loved  good  eating 
and  drinking  better  than  his  rosary,  and 
paid  more  aooration  to  a  pretty  girl  than  to 
the  Virgin  Mary  or  St  Genevieve.  He  was 
a  thick  brawny  young  man,  with  red  eyn- 
brows,  a  hook  nose,  a  fac<!  covered  with 
freckles  ;  and  his  name  was  Frere  Balthazar. 
His  order  did  not  permit  him  to  wear  linen, 
so  that,  having  little  occasion  to  undress 
himself,  he  was  none  of  the  cleanliest  ani- 
mals in  the  world ;  and  his  constitution  was 
naturally  so  strongly  scented,  that  I  always 
thought  it  convenient  to  keep  to  the  wind- 
ward of  him  in  our  march.  As  he  was  per- 
fectly well  known  on  the  road,  we  fared 
sumptuously  without  any  cost :  and  the  fatigue 
of  our  journey  was  much  alleviated  by  the 
^[ood  humour  of  my  companion,  who  sung  an 
infinite  number  of'^  catches  on  the  subjects  of 
love  and  wine.  We  took  up  our  lodging  the 
first  night  at  a  peasant's  house  not  far  from 
Abbevifle,  where  we  were  entertained  with 
an  excellent  ragout,  cooked  by  our  landlord's 
daughters,  one  of  whom  was  very  handsome. 
After  having  eaten  heartily,  and  drank  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  small  wine,  we  were 
conducted  to  a  bam,  where  we  found  a  couple 
of  carpets  spread  upon  clean  straw  for  our 
reception.  We  had  not  lain  in  this  situation 
above  half  an  hour,  when  we  heard  somebody 
knock  softly  at  the  door,  upon  which  Baltha- 
zar got  up,  and  let  in  our  host's  two  daughters, 
who  wanted  to  have  some  private  conversation 
.  with  bira  in  the  dark.  When  they  had 
I  whispered  together  some  time,  the  capuchin 
'  came  to  me,  and  asked  if  I  was  insensible  to 
lovei  and  so  hard-hearted  as  to  refuse  a  share 


of  my  bed  to  a  pretty  maid  who  had  a  tendre 
for  me  1   I  must  own,  to  my  shame,  that  t 
suffered  myself  to  be  overcome  by  my  passion, 
and  with  great  eagerness  seized  the  occasion, 
when  I  understoMl  that  the  amiable  Nanette 
was  to  be  my  bed-fellow.    In  vain  did   my 
reason  suggest  the   respect  that   I   owed 
to  my  dear  mistress  Narcissa;  the  idea  of 
that  lovely  charmer  rather  increased  than 
allayed  the  ferment  of  my  spirits ;  and  the 
young  payianne  had  no  reason  to  complain 
of  my  remembrance.    Early  in  the  morniig 
the  kind  creatures  left  us  to  our  repose, 
which  lasted  till  eight  o'clock,  when  we  got 
up,  and  were  treated  at  breakfast  with  choco- 
late  and  Veau  de  vie  by  our  paramours,  of 
whom  we  took  a  tender  leave,  afler  my 
companion  had  confessed  and  given  therii 
absolution.     While  we  proceeded   on   our 
journey,  the  conversation  turned  upon  the 
night's  adventure,  being  introduced  by  the 
capuchin,  who  asked  me  how  I  liked  my 
lodging.     I  declared  ray  satisfaction,  and 
talked  in  rapture  of  the  agreeable  Nanette ; 
at  which  he  shook  his  head,  and,  smiling, 
said,  she  was  a  morceau  pour  la  bonne 
bouche.    "  I  never  valued  myself,"  continued 
he,  **  upon  any  thing  so  much  as  the  conauest 
of  Nanette ;  and,  vanity  apart,  I  have  been 
pretty  fortunate  in  my  amours."    This  infor- 
mation shocked  me  not  a  little,  as  I  was  well 
convinced  of  his  intimacy  with  her  sister ; 
and  though  I  did  not  care  to  tax  him  with 
downright  incest,  I  professed  my  astonish- 
ment at  his  la8t   night's  choice,   when,  I 
supposed,  the  other  was  at  his  devotion. 
To  this  hint  he  answered,  that,  besides  his 
natural  complaisance  to  the  sex,  he  had 
another  reason  for  distributing  his  favours 
equally  between  them,  namely,  to  preserve 
peace  in  the  f^ily,  which  could  not  other- 
wise be  maintained  ;  that,  moreover,  Nanette 
had  conceived  an  affection  for  me,  and  he 
loved  her  too  well  to  balk  her  inclination, 
more  especially  when  he  had  an  opportunity 
of  obliginj^  his  friend  at  the  same  time.    1 
thanked  him  for  this  instance  of  his  friendship, 
tliough   I  was  extremely  disgusted  at  his 
want  of  delicacy,  and  cursed  the  occasion 
that  threw  me  in  his  way.    Libertine  as  I 
was,  I  could  opt  bear  to  see  a  man  behave  so 
wide  of  the  cfl^racter  he  assumed.     I  looked 
upon  him  as  a  person  of  very  little  worth  or 
honesty,  and  should  have  even  kept  a  wary 
eye  upon  my  pocket,  if  I  had  thought  he  coold 
have  any  temptation  to  steal.    But  I  could 
not  conceive  the  use  of  money  to  a  capuchin, 
who  is  obliged,  by  the  rules  of  his  order,  to 
appear  like  a  beggar,  and  enjoys  all  other 
necessaries  of  life  gratis :  besides,  my  fellow, 
traveller  seemed  to  be  of  a  complexion  too 
careless  and  sanguine  to  give  me  any  appre- 
hension on  that  score ;  so  that  I  proceeded 
with  great  confidence,  in  expectation  of  being 
soon  at  my  journey's  end. 
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CHAPTER  XUn. 

We  lodge  at  a  Junue  near  AmierUf  where  I 
am  robbed  by  the  capuchin,  who  escapes 
while  I  am  asleep-— I  go  to  Noyons  in 
search  of  him,  but  without  success^^make 
miy  condition  known  to  several  people, 
but  find  no  relief—grow  desperate— join 
a  company  of  soldiers^-enlist  in  the  regu 
ment  of  Picardy—we  are  ordered  into 
Oermanu — /  find  the  fatigues  of  the 
march  almost  intolerable— quarrel  with 
my  comrade  in  a  dispute  about  politics 
— he  challenges  me  to  the  field,  wounds 
and  disarms  me. 

The  third  night  of  our  pilgrimage  we  passed 
at  a  house  near  Amiens,  where  Balthazar 
being  unknown,  we  supped  upon  indifibrent 
fare,  and  sour  wine,  and  were  fain  to  lie  in 
a  garret,  upon  an  old  mattrass,  which,  I 
believe,  had  been  in  the  possession  of  ten 
thousand  myriads  of  fleas,  time  out  of  mind. 
We  did  not  invade  their  territory  with 
impunity:  in  less  than  a  minute  we  were 
attacked  by  stings  innumerable ;  in  spite  of 
which,  however,  we  fell  fast  asleep,  being 
excessively  fatigued  with  our  day'tf  march, 
and  did  not  awake  till  near  nine  next  mom- 
ing ;  when  seeing  myself  alone,  I  started  up 
in  a  terrible  fright,  and  examining  my  pockets, 
found  my  presaging  fear  too  true.  My 
companion  had  made  free  with  my  cash,  and 
left  me  to  seek  my  way  to  Paris  by  myself. 
I  ran  down  stairs  immediately,  and,  with  a 
look  full  of  grief  and  amazement,  inquired 
for  the  mendicant,  who,  they  gave  me  to 
understand,  had  set  out  four  hours  before, 
after  having  told  them  I  was  a  little  indis- 
posed, and  desired  I  might  not  be  disturbed, 
but  be  informed  when  I  should  wake  that  he 
had  taken  the  road  to  Noyons,  where  he 
should  wait  for  my  coming  at  the  Coq  d*Or.  I 
spoke  not  a  word,  but  with  a  heavy  heart 
directed  my  course  to  that  place,  at  which  I 
arrived  in  the  aftefnoon,  fainting  with  weari- 
ness and  hunger ;  but  learned,  to  my  utter 
confusion,  that  no  such  person  had  been  there. 
It  was  happy  for  me  that  I  had  a  good  deal 
of  resentment  in  my  constitution,  which  ani- 
mated me  on  such  occasions  against  the 
villainy  of  mankind,  and  enabled  me  to  bear 
misfortunes  otherwise  intolerable.  Boiling 
with  indignation,  I  discovered  to  the  host  my 
deplorable  condition,  and  inveighed  with 
mat  bitterness  against  the  treachery  of 
Balthazar;  at  which  he  shrugged  up  his 
shoulders,  and,  with  a  peculiar  grimace  in 
his  countenance,  said,  he  was  sorry  for  my 
misfortune,  but  there  was  no  remedy  like 
patience.  At  that  instant  some  guests 
arrived,  to  whom  he  hastened  to  offer  his 
aervice,  leaving  me  mortified  at  bis  indiffer- 
ence, and  fully  persuaded  that  an  innkeeper 
is  the  same  sordid  animal  all  the  world  over. 


While  I  stood  in  the  porch,  fbrioni  and 
undetermined,  venting  eiaculations  of  curses 
agtiinst  the  thief  who  robbed  me,  and  the  old 
priest  who  recommended  him  to  my  friend- 
ship, a  young  gentleman,  richly  dressed, 
attended  by  a  valet-de-chambre  ana  two  ser- 
vants in  livery,  arrived  at  the  inn.  I  thought 
I  perceived  a  great  deal  of  sweetness  and 
good-nature  in  his'  countenance ;  therefore 
he  had  no  sooner  alighted  than  I  accosted 
him,  and,  in  a  few  words,  explained  my 
situation.  He  listened  with  great  politeness, 
and,  when  I  had  made  an  end  of  my  story, 
said,—!-*'  Well,  Monsieur,  what  would  vou 
have  me  to  doT'  I  was  eflTectually  abashed 
at  this  interrogation,  which  1  believe  no  man 
of  common  sense  or  generosity  could  make, 
and  made  no  other  reply  than  a  low  bow. 
He  returned  the  compliment  still  lower,  and 
tript  into  an  apartment,  while  the  landlord 
let  me  know,  that  my  standing  there  to 
interrupt  company  gave  offence,  and  mi^t 
do  him  infinite  prejudice.  He  had  no  occa- 
sion to  repeat  his  insinuation  ;  I  moved  from 
the  place  immediately ;  and  was  so  much 
transported  with  grief,  anger,  and  disdain, 
that  a  torrent  of  blood  gushed  from  my  nos- 
trils. In  this  ecstasy,  I  quitted  Noyons,  and 
betook  myself  to  the  fields,  where  I  wandered 
about  like  one  distracted,  till  my  spirits  were 
quite  exhausted,  and  I  was  obliged  to  Uil'ow 
myself  down  at  the  root  of  a  tree,  to  rest  my 
wearied  limbs.  Here  my  rage  forsook  me ; 
I  began  to  feel  the  importunate  cravings  of 
nature,  and  relapsed  into  silent  sorrow  and 
melancholy  reflection.  I  revolved  all  the 
crimes  I  had  been  guilty  of,  and  found  them 
so  few  and  venial,  that  I  could  not  compre- 
hend the  justice  of  that  Providence,  which, 
after  having  exposed  me  to  so  much  wretch- 
edness and  dan^r,  left  me  a  prey  to  famine 
at  last  in  a  foreign  country,  where  I  had  not 
one  friend  or  acquaintance  to  close  my  eyes, 
and  do  the  last  offices  of  humanity  to  my 
miserable  carcass.  A  thousand  times  I 
wished  myself  a  bear,  that  I  might  retreat 
to  woods  and  deserts,  far  from  the  inhospi- 
table haunts  of  man,  where  I  could  live  by 
my  own  talents,  independent  of  treacherous 
friends  and  supercilious  scorn. 

As  I  lay  in  this  manner  groaning  over  my 
hapless  fate,  I  heard  the  sound  of  a  violin, 
and,  raising  my  head,  perceived  a  company 
of  men  and  women  dancing  on  the  grass  at 
some  distance  from  me.  I  looked  upon  this 
to  be  a  favourable  season  for  distress  to 
attract  compassion,  when  every  selfish 
thought  is  banished,  and  the  heart*  dilated 
with  mirth  and  social- joy  ;  wherefore  I  got 
up  and  approached  those  happy  people, 
whom  I  soon  discovered  to  be  a  party  of 
soldiers,  with  their  wives  and  children,  un 
bending  and  diverting  them^^elves  at  thih^ 
rate,  after  the  fatigue  of  a  march.  I  had' 
never  before  seen  such  a  porcel  of  scare- 
crows together;  neither  could  I  reconcile 
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and  I  proceeded  in  the  atmoet  torture.  J^a^^"^^ 
miefortune  I  owed  to  the  plumpness  of  my 
constitution,  which  I  cursed,  uid  envied,  the 
withered  condition  of  my  comrades,  whose 
bodies  could  not  spare  juice  enough  to  supply 
a  common  issue,  and  were  indeed  proof 
against  all  manner  of  friction.  The  continual 
pain  I  felt  made  me  fretful,  and  my  peevish- 
ness was  increased  by  the  mortification  of 
my  pride,  in  seeing  those  miserable  wretches, 
whom  a  hard  gale  of  wind  would  have  scat- 
tered throufi^  the  air  like  chaff,  bear  those 
toils  with  alacrity,  under  which  I  was  ready 
to  sink. 

One  day^,  while  we  enjoyed  a  halt,  and  the 
soldiers  with  their  wives  had  gone  out  to 
dance,  according  to  custom,  my  comrade 
staid  at  home  with  me  on  pretence  of  friend- 
ship, and  insulted  me  with  his  pity  and  con- 
solation. He  told  me,  though  I  was  young 
and  tender  at  present,  I  would  soon  be 
seasoned  to  the  service ;  and  he  did  not 
doubt  but  I  should  have  the  honour  to  con- 
tribute in  some  measure  to  the  glory  of  the 
king.  "  Have  courage,  therefore,  my  child," 
said  he,  "  and  pray  to  God,  that  you  may  be 
as  happy  as  I  am,  who  have  had  the  honour 
of  serving  Lewis  the  Great,  and  of  receiving 
many  wounds  in  helping  to  establish  his 
glory."  When  I  looked  upon  the  contempt!-  • 
ble  object  that  pronounced  these  words,  I 
Was  amazed  at  the  infatuation  that  possessed 
him;  and  could  not  help  expressing  my 
astonishment  at  the  absurdity  of  a  rational 
being,  who  thinks  himself  highly  honoured 
in  being  permitted  to  encounter  abject 
poverty,  oppression,  famine,  disease,  mutila- 
tion, and  evident  death,  merely  to  gratify  ' 
the  vicious  ambition  of  a  prince,  by  whom 
his  sufferings  were  disregarded,  and  his 
name  utterly  unknown.  I  observed,  that,  if 
his  situation  was  the  consequence  of  com- 
pulsion, I  would  praise  his  patience  and 
fortitude  in  bearing  his  lot ;  if  he  had  taken 
up  arms  in  defence  of  his  injured  country,  he 
was  to  be  applauded  for  his  patriotism ;  or,  i 
if  he  had  fled  to  this  way  of  life  as  a  refuge 
from  a  greater  evil,  he  was  justifiable  in  his 
own  conscience  (though  I  could  have  no 
notion  of  misery  more  extreme  than  that  he 
suffered);  but  to  put  his  condition  on  the 
footing  of  conducing  to  the  glory  of  his 
prince,  was  no  more  than  professing  himself 
a  desperate  slave,  who  voluntarily  underwent 
the  utmost  wretchedness  and  peril,  and  com- 
mitted'the  most  flagrant  crimes,  to  soothe 
the  barbarous  pride  of  a  fellow-creature,  his 
superior  in  nothing  but  the  power  he  derived 
from  the  submission  of  such  wretches  as 
him.  The  soldier  was  very  much  affronted 
at  the  liberty  I  took  with  his  king,  which  he 
said  nothing  but  my  ignorance  could  excuse. 
He  affirmed,  that  the  characters  of  princes 
were  sacred,  and  ought  not  to  be  profaned 
by  the  censure  of  their  subjects,  wno  were 
bound  by  their  allegiance  to  obey  their  com- 


their  mea^  gaunt  looks,  their  squalid  and 
ragged  nXtrre,  and  every  other  external  symp- 
tom of  extreme  woe,  with  this  appearance  of 
festivity.  I  saluted  them,  however,  and  was 
received  with  great  politeness ;  after  which 
thej  formed  a  ring,  and  danced  around  me. 
This  jollity  had  a  Wonderful  effect  upon  my 
spirits :  I  was  infected  with  their  gaiety,  and, 
in  spite  of  my  dismal  situation,  forgot  my 
cares,  and  joined  in  their  extravagance. 
When  we  had  recreated  ourselves  a  good 
while  at  this  diversi^B,  the  ladies  spread 
their  manteaus  on  the  ground,  upon  which 
they  emptied  their  knapsacks  of  some  onions, 
coarse  bread,  and  a  few  flasks  of  poor  wine. 
Being  invited  to  a  share  of  the  banquet,  I  sat 
down  with  the  rest,  and  in  the  whole  course 
of  mylife  never  made  a  more  comfortable 
meal.  When  our  repast  was  ended,  we  got 
up  again  to  dance;  and  now  that  I  found 
ni^self  refreshed,  I  behaved  to  the  admiration 
of  every  body.  I  was  loaded  with  a  thousand 
compliments  and  professions  of  friendship. 
The  men  commended  my  person  and  agility, 
and  the  women  were  loud  in  praise  of  my 
bonne  grace:  the  Serjeant,  in  particular, 
expressed  so  much  regard  for  me,  and  de- 
scribed the  pleasures  of  a  soldier's  life  with 
so  much  art,  that  I  began  to  listen  to  his 
proposal  of  enlisting  me  in  the  service ;  and 
the  more  I  considered  my  own  condition, 
the  more  I  was  convinced  of  the  necessity  I 
was  under  to  come  to  a  speedy  determination. 
Having  therefore  maturely  weighed  the  cir- 
cumstances pro  and  con,  I  signified  my 
consent,  and  was  admitted  into  the  regiment 
of  Picardy,  said  to  be  the  oldest  corps  in 
Europe.  The  company  to  Which  this  com- 
mand belonged  was  quartered  at  a  village  not 
far  off,  whitner  we  marched  next  day,  and  I 
was  presented  to  my  captain,  who  seemed  very 
well  pleased  with  my  appearance,  ffave  me  a 
crown  to  drink,  and  ordered  me  to  be  accom- 
modated  with  clothes,  arms,  and  accoutre- 
ments. Then  I  sold  my  livery  suit,  purchased 
linen,  and,  as  I  was  at  great  pains  to  learn 
the  exercise,  in  a  very  short  time  became  a 
complete  soldier. 

It  was  not  long  before  we  received  orders 
to  join  several  more  regiments,  and  march 
with  all  expedition  into  Germany,  in  order 
to  reinforce  Marcschal  due  de  Noailles,  who 
was  then  encamped  with  his  army  on  the 
side  of  the  river  Mayne,  to  watch  the  motions 
of  the  English,  Hanoverians,  Austrians,  and 
Hessians,  under  the  command  of  the  Earl  of 
Stair.  We  began  our  march  accordingly, 
and  then  I  became  acquainted  with  that 
part  of  a  soldier's  life  to  which  I  had  been 
hitherto  a  stranger.  It  is  impossible  to 
describe  the  hunger  and  thirst  I  sustained, 
and  the  fatigue  I  underwent  in  a  march  of 
BO  many  hundred  miles ;  during  which  I  was 
so  much  chafed  with  the  heat  and  motion  of 
my  limbs,  that  in  a  very  short  time  the  im^ide 
ol^  my  thighs  and  legs  were  deprived  of  skin. 
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nmndfiy  of  what  nature  soever,  without 
scruple  or  repining;  and  advised  ine  to 
correct  the  rebellious  principles  I  had  irii- 
Inbed  among  the  English,  who,  for  their 
insolence  to  their  kings,  were  notorious  all 
over  the  world,  even  to  a  proverb. 

In  vindication  of  my  countrymen,  I  re- 
peated all  the  arguments  commonly  used  to 
prove  that  every  man  has  a  natural  right  to 
liberty;  that  allegiance  and  protection  are 
reciprocal ;  that,  when  the  mutual  tie  is 
broken  by  the  tyranny  of  the  king,  he  is  ac- 
countable to  the  people  for  his  breach  of 
contract,  and  subject  to  the  penalty  of  the 
law;  and  that  those  insurrections  of  the 
English,  which  are  branded  with  the  name 
of  rebellion  by  the  slaves  of  arbitrary  power, 
were  no  other  than  glorious  efforts  to  rescue 
that  independence,  which  was  their  birth- 
right, from  the  ravenous  claws  of  usurping 
ambition.  The  Frenchman,  provoked  at  the 
little  deference  I  paid  to  the  kingly  name, 
lost  all  patience,  and  reproached  me  in  such 
a  manner,  that  my  temper  forsook  me,  and  1 
dfcnched  my  fist,  with  an  intention  to  give 
him  a  hearty  box  on  the  ear.  Perceiving  my 
design,  he  started  back,  and  demanded  a 
parley  ;  upon  which  I  checked  my  indigna- 
tion, and  he  gave  me  to  imderstand  that  a 
Frenchman  never  forgave  a  blow ;  therefore, 
if  I  was  not  weary  of  my  life,  I  would  do  well 
to  spare  him  that  mortification,  and  do  him 
the  honour  of  measuring  my  sword  with  his, 
like  a  gentleman.  I  took  his  advice,  and 
followed  him  to  a  field  hard  by,  where  indeed 
I  was  ashamed  at  the  pitiful  figure  of  my 
antagonist,  who  was  a  poor,  little,  shivering 
creature,  decrepid  with  ^ge,  and  blind  of  one 
eye.  But  I  soon  found  the  folly  of  judging 
from  appearances,  being  at  the  second  pass 
wounded  in  the  sword  hand,  and  immediately 
disarmed  with  such  a  jerk,  that  I  thought  the 
joint  was  dislocated.  I  was  no  less  con- 
foimded  than  enraged  at  this  event,  especially 
as  my  adversary  did  not  bear  his  success  with 
all  the  moderation  that  might  have  been 
expected ;  for  he  insisted  upon  my  asking 
pardon  for  affronting  his  king  and  him. 
This  proposal  I  would  by  no  means  comply 
with,  but  told  him  it  was  a  mean  condescen- 
sion, which  no  gentlen^an  in  his  circumstan- 
ces  ought  to  propose,  nor  any  in  my  situation 
ought  to  perform ;  and  that,  if  he  persisted  in 
his  ungenerous  demand,  I  would  in  my  turn 
claim  satisfaction  with  my  musket,  when  we 
should  be  more  upon  a  par  than  with  the 
sword,  of  which  he  seemed  so  much  master. 


CHAPTER  XLIV. 

In  order  to  be  revenged,  I  learn  the  ecienee 
ofdefenqfi — we  join  the  Marefchal  due  de 
NoaiUee — are  engaged  with  the  allies  at 
Dettingen,  and  put  te  flight — the  behO' 
viour  of  the  French  soldiere  on  that 


occasion — I  industriously  seek  another 
combat  with  the  old  Gascon^  and  vanquish 
him  in  my  turn — our  regiment  is  put  into 
unnter-quarters  at  Rheims,  where  I  find 
my  friend  Strap — our  recognition — he 
supplies  me  with  money^  and  procures 
my  discharge — we  take  a  trip  to  Paris; 
from  whence,  by  the  way  of  Flanders,  we 
set  out  for  London,  where  we  sqfely 
arrive. 

Hb  was  disconcerted  at  this  declaration,  to 
which  he  made  no  reply,  but  repaired  to  the 
dancers,  among  whom  he  recounted  his  vic- 
tory, with  many  exaggerations  and  gsscon* 
ades,  while  I,  taking  up  my  sword,  went  to 
my  quarters,  and  examined  my  wound,  which 
J  found  was  of  no  consequence.  The  same 
day,  an  Irish  drummer,  having  heard  of  my 
misfortune,  visited  me,  and,  afler  having 
condoled  me  on  the  chance  of  war,  gave  me 
to  understand,  that  he  was  master  of  the 
sword,  and  would,  in  a  very  short  time, 
instruct  me  so  thoroughly  in  that  noble 
science,  that  I  should  be  able  to  chastise  the 
old  Gascon  for  his  insolent  boasting  at  my 
expense.  This  friendly  ofiice  he  proffered, 
on  pretence  of  the  regard  he  had  for  his 
countryman;  but  I  afterwards  learned  the 
true  motive  was  no  other  than  a  jealousy  he 
entertained  of  a  correspondence  between  the 
Frenchman  and  his  wife,  which  he  did  not 
think  proper  to  resent  in  person.  Be  this  as 
it  will,  I  accepted  his  offer,  and  practised  his 
lessons  with  such  application,  that  I  soon 
believed  myself  a  match  for  my  conqueror. 
In  the  mean  time,  we  continued  our  march, 
and  arrived  at  the  camp  of  Mareschal 
Noailles,  the  ni^ht  before  the  battle  of  Det- 
tineen.  Notwithstanding  the  fatigue  we 
had  undergone,  our  regiment  was  one  of 
those  that  were  ordered  next  day  to  cross 
the  river,  under  the  command  of  the  Due  de 
Gramont,  to  take  possession  of  a  narrow 
defile,  through  which  the  allies  must  of 
necessity  have  passed  at  a  great  disadvantage, 
or  remain  where  they  were,  and  perish  for 
want  of  provision,  if  they  would  not  conde- 
scend to  surrender  at  discretion.  How  they 
suffered  themselves  to  be  pent  up  in  this 
manner,  it  is  not  my  province  to  relate :  I 
shall  only  observe,  that,  when  we  had  taken 
posf^ession  of  our  ground,  J  heard  an  old 
of&cer>  in  conversation  with  another,  express 
a  surprise  at  the  conduct  of  Lord  Stair,  who 
had  the  reputation  of  a  good  general.  But  it 
seems,  at  this  time,  that  nobleman  was  over- 
ruled, and  only  acted  in  an  inferior  character ; 
so  that  no  part  of  the  blame  could  be 
imputed  to  him,  who  declared  his  disappro* 
bation  of  the  step,  in  consequence  of  which 
the  whole  army  was  in  the  utmost  danger; 
but  providence  or  destiny  acted  miracles  in 
their  behalf,  by  disposing  the  Due  de  Gra- 
mont to  quit  his  advantageous  po8t,  pass  the 
defile,  and  attack  the  Englbh,   who  were 
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drawn  up  in  order  of  battle  on  the  olain,  and 
who  handled  us  00  roughly,  that,  after  having 
lost  a  great  number  of  men,  we  turned  our 
backs  without  ceremony,  and  fled  with  such 
precipitation,  that  many  hundreds  perished 
in  the  river,  through  pure  fear  and  confusion  ; 
for  the  enemy  was  so  generous,  that  they  did 
not  pursue  us  one  inch  of  ground ;  and  if  our 
consternation  would  have  permitted,  we 
might  have  retreated  with  great  order  and 
deliberation.  But,  notwithstanding  the  royal 
clemency  of  the  king  of  Great  Bntain,  who 
headed  the  allies  in  person,  and,  no  doubt, 
put  a  stop  to  the  carnage,  our  loss  amounted 
to  5000  men,  among  whom  were  many 
officers  of  distinction.  Our  miscarriage 
opened  a  passage  for  the  foe  to  Hanau, 
whither  they  immediately  marched,  leaving 
their  sick  and  wounded  to  the  care  of  the 
French,  who  next  day  took  possession  of 
the  field  of  battle,  buried  the  dead,  and 
treated  the  living  with  humanitv.  This  cir- 
cumstance was  a  great  consolation  to  us, 
who .  thence  took  occasion  to  claim  the 
victory ;  and  the  genius  of  the  French  nation 
never  appeared  more  conspicuous  than  now, 
in  the  rnodomontades  they  uttered  on  the 
subject  of  their  generosity  and  courage: 
every  man  (by  his  own  account)  performed 
feats  that  eclipsed  all  the  heroes  of  antiquity. 
One  compared  himself  to  a  lioii  retiring  at 
leisure  from  his  cowardly  pursuers,  who  keep 
at  a  wary  distance,  and  gall  him  with  their 
darts.  Another  likened  himself  to  a  bear 
that  retreats  with  his  face  to  the  enemy,  who 
dare  not  assail  him ;  and  the  third  assumed 
the  character  of  a  desperate  stag,  that  turns 
upon  the  hounds  and  keeps  them  at  bay. 
There  was  not  a  private  soldier  engaged, 
who  had  not,  by  the  prowess  of  his  single 
arm,  demolished  a  whole  platoon,  or  put  a 
squadron  of  horse  to  flight ;  and,  among 
others,  the  meagre  Gascon  extolled  his  ex- 
ploits above  those  of  Hercules  or  Charle- 
magne. As  I  still  retained  my  resentment 
for  the  disgrace  I  suffered  in  m  v  last  rencontre 
with  him,  and,  now  that  I  thought  myself 
qualified,  longed  for  an  opportunity  to  retrieve 
my  honour,  I  magnified  the  valout  of  the 
English  with  all  the  hyperboles  I  could 
imagine,  and  decried  the  pusillanimity  of 
the  French  in  the  same  style,  comparing 
them  to  hares  flying  before  grey-hounds,  or 
mice  pursued  by  cats ;  and  passed  an  ironical 
compliment  on  the  speed  he  exerted  in  .his 
flight,  which,  considering  his  aee  and  infirm- 
ities, I  said  was  surprismg.  He  was  stung 
to  the  quick  by  this  sarcasm,  and,  with  an  air 
of  threatening  disdain,  bade  me  know  myself 
better,  and  remember  the  correction  I  had 
lately  received  from  him  for  my  insolence ; 
for  he  might  not  always  be  in  the  humour  of 
sparing  a  wretch  wTio  abused  his  goodness. 
To  this  inuendo  I  made  no  roply,  but  by  a 
kick  in  the  breech  which  overturned  him  in 
an  instant.    He  started  up  with  wonderful 


a^plity,  and,  drawing  his  sword,  attacked 
with  mat  finy ;  several  people  interposed ; 
but  when  he  mformed  them  of  its  bemg  an 
affair  of  honour,  they  retired^  and  left  us  to 
decide  the  battle  by  ourselves.  I  iiuitained 
his  onset  with  little  damage,  having  only  re« 
ceived  a  small  scratch  on  my  riglit  shoulder, 
and  seeing  his  breath  and  vigour  almost  ez* 
hausted,  assaulted  him  in  my  tura,  closed 
with  him,  and  wrested  his  sword  out  of  his 
hand  in  the  struggle.  Having  thus  acquired 
the  victory,  I  clesired  him  to  beg  his  life ; 
to  which  demand  he  made  no  answer,  but 
shrugged  up  his  shoulders  to  his  ears, 
expanded  his  hands,  elevated  the  skin  on  hi^ 
forehead  and  eye-brows,  and  depressed  the 
comers  of  his  mouth  in  such  a  manner,  that 
I  could  scarce  refrain  from  laughing  aloud 
at  his  grotesque  appearance.  That  f  misfat, 
however,  mortify  his  vanity,  which  triumphed 
without  bounds  over  my  misfortune,  I  thrust 
his  sword  up  to  the  hilt  in  something  (it  was 
not  a  tansy)  that  lay  smoking  on  the  plain, 
and  joined  the  rest  of  the  soldiers  with  an  air 
of  tranquillity  and  indifference.  * 

There  was  nothing  more  of  moment 
attempted  by  either  of  the  armies  during  the 
remaining  part  of  the  campaign,  which  being 
ended,  the  English  marched  back  to  the 
Netherlands ;  part  of  our  army  was  detached 
to  French  Flanders,  and  our  remment  or- 
dered into  winter  quarters  in  Champagne. 
It  was  the  fate  of  the  grenadier  company,  to 
which  I  now  belonged,  to  lie  at  Rheims, 
where  I  found  myself  in  the  utmost  want  of 
every  thing ;  my  pay,  which  amounted  to  five 
sols  a-day,  far  from  supplying  me  with 
necessaries,  being  scarce  sufficient  to  procure 
a  wretched  subsistence,  to  keep  soul  and 
body  together :  so  thai  I  was,  by  nunger  and 
hard  duty,  brought  down  to  the  meagre  con* 
dition  of  my  fellow-soldiers,  and  my  linen 
reduced  from  three  tolerable  shirts,  to  two 
pair  of  sleeves  and  necks,  the  bodies  hitving 
«been  long  affo  converted  into  spatterdashes ; 
and  after  all,  I  was  better  provided  than  any 
private  man  in  the  regiment.  In  this 
urgency  of  my  affairs,  I  wrote  to  my  uncle  in 
England,  though  my  hopes  from  that  quarter 
were  not  at  all  sanguine,  for  the  reasons  I 
have  already  explained ;  and,  in  the  mean 
time,  had  recourse  to  my  old  remedy, 
patiehce,  consoling  myself  with  the  flattering 
suggestions  of  a  lively  imagination,  that 
never  abandoned  me  in  my  distress. 

One  day,  while  I  stood  sentinel  at  the  gate 
of  a  general  officer,  a  certain  nobleman  came 
to  the  door,  followed  by  a  gentleman  in 
mourning,  to  whom,  at  parting,  I  heard  him 
saying, — **  You  may  depend  upon  my  eood 
offices.'*  This  assurauce  was  answered  by 
a  low  bow  of  the  person  in  black,  who, 
turningr  to  go  away,  discovered  to  me  the 
individual  countenance  of  ray  old  friend  and 
adherent  Strap.  I  was  so  much  astonished 
at  the  sight,  that  I  lost  the  power  of  utterance, 
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ui«  before  I  could  recollect  myself,  he  wu 

ne  withoat  taking  any  notice  of  roe. 
Bed,  had  he  etaid,  I  scarcely  should  have 
ventured  to  accost  him ;  because,  though  I 
was  pactM:tly  well  acquainted  with  the 
features  of  his  face,  I  could  not  be  positively 
certain  as  to  the  rest  of  his  person,  which 
was  very  much  altered  for  the  better  since 
he  left  ne  at  London ;  neither  could  I  per- 
ceive by  what  means  he  was  enabled  to 
appear  in  the  sphere  of  a  gentleman,  to 
which,  while  I  knew  him,  he  had  not  even 
the  ambition  to  aspire.  But  I  was  too  much 
concerned  in  the  afiair  to  neglect  further 
information,  and  therefore  took  the  first 
opportunity  of  asking  the  porter  if  he  knew 
the  gentlemen  to  whom  the  marquis  spoke. 
The  Swiss  told  me,  his  name  was  Monsieur 
d'Estrapes ;  that  he  %ad  been  valet-de- 
chambre  to  an  English  gentleman  lately 
deceased;  and  that  he  was  very  much 
regarded  by  the  marquis  for  his  fidelity  to 
his  master,  between  whom  and  that  nobleman 
a  very  intimate  friendship  had  subsisted. 
I<fothing  could  be  mor^  agreeable  to  me  than 
this  piece  of  intelligence,  which  banished  all 
doubt  of  its  beinjf  my  friend,  who  had  found 
means  to  frenchify  his  name  as  well  as  his 
behaviour  since  we  parted.  As  soon,  there- 
fore, as  I  was  relieved,  I  went  to  his  lodging, 
according  to  a  direction  given  me  by  the 
Swiss,  and  had  the  good  fortune  to  find  him 
at  home.  That  I  might  surprise  him  the 
more,  I  concealed  my  name  and  business, 
and  only  desired  the  servant  of  the  house  to 
tell  Monsieur  d'Estrapes,  that  I  begged  the 
honour  of  half  an  hour's  conversation  with 
him.  He  was  confounded  and  dismayed  at 
the  message,  when  he  understood  it  was  sent 
by  a  soldier.  Though  he  was  conscious  to 
himself  of  no  crime,  all  that  he  had  heard  of 
the  Bastile  appeared  to  his  imagination  with 
aggravated  horror,  and  it  was  not  before  I 
had  waited  a  considerable  time,  that  he  had 
resolution  enough  to  bid  the  servant  show 
me  up  stairs.  When  I  entered  his  chamber, 
he  returned  my  bow  with  great  civility,  and 
endeavoured,  with  forced  complaisance,  to 
disguise  his  fear,  which  appeared  in  the 
paleness  of  his  face,  the  wildqess  of  his  looks, 
and  the  shaking  of  his  limbs.  I  was  diverted 
at  his  consternation,  which  redoubled,  when 
I  told  him  in  French,  I  had  business  for  his 
private  ear,  and  demanded  a  particular 
audience.  The  valet  bein^  withdrawn,  I 
asked  in  the  same  language,  if  his  name  was 
d'Estrapes  1  to  which  be  answered,  with  a 
ftultering  tongue, — "  The  same,  at  your  ser. 
vice."  "  Are  you  a  Frenchman  V*  said  I. 
'*  I  have  not  the  honour  of  being  a  Frenchman 
bom,"  replied  he,  **  but  I  have  an  infinite 
veneration  for  the  country."  I  then  desired 
he  would  do  me  the  honour  to  look  at  me ; 
which  he  no  sooner  did,  than,  struck  with 
my  appearance,  he  started  back,  and  cried  in 
English, — **  O  Jesus !  sure  it  can*t !  no,  'tis 


impossible !"  I  smiled  at  his  interjections, 
Mying, — '*  I  suppose  you  are  too  much  of  a 
ffentleman  to  own  your  friend  in  adversity." 
When  he  heard  me  pronounce  these  words 
in  our  own  language,  he  leaped  upon  me  in 
a  transport  of  joy,  hung  about  my  Deck* 
kissed  me  from  ear  to  ear,  and  blubbered  like 
a  great  school-boy  who  had  been  whipt. 
Then  observing  my  dress,  he  set  up  his 
throat,  crying, — ^*0  Lord!  O  Lord!  that 
ever  I  should  live  to  see  my  dearest  firiend 
reduced  to  the  condition  of  a  foot-soldier  in 
the  French  service !  why  did  you  consent  to 
my  leaving  you  ?  But  I  know  the  reason—* 
you  thought  you  had  got  more  creditable 
friends,  and  grew  ashamed  of  my  acquaintance. . 
Ah !  Lord  help  us !  though  I  was  a  little  short- 
sighted, I  was  not  altogether  blind :  and 
thouffh  I  did  not  complain,  I  was  not  the  less . 
sensible  of  your  unkindness,  which  was 
indeed  the  only  thing  that  induced  me  to 
ramble  abroad,  the  Lord  knows  whither ;  but 
I  must  own  it  has  been  a  lucky  ramble  for 
me,  and  so  I  forgive  you,  and  may  God  for- 
give you. — O  Xiora !  O  Lord  !  is  it  come  to 
this  V  I  was  nettled  at  the  charge,  which, 
though  just,  I  could  not  help  thinking 
unseasonable,  and  told  him  with  some  tart- 
ness, that,  whether  his  suspicions  were  well 
or  ill  grounded,  he  might  have  chosen  a  more 
convenient  opportunity  of  introducing  them ; 
and  that  the  question  now  was,  whether  or 
not  he  found  himself  disposed  to  lend  me  any 
assistance  1 — "  Disposed !"  replied  he,  witn 
great  emotion,  *'I  thought  you  had  known 
me  so  well,  as  to  assure  yourself,  without 
asking,  that  I  and  all  that  belongs  to  me  are 
at  your  command.  In  the  mean  time,  you 
shall  dine  with  me,  and  I  will  tell  you  some- 
thing that  perhaps  will  not  be  displeasing 
unto  you.".  Then  wringing  my  hand,  he 
said — "  It  makes  my  heart  bleed  to  see  you 
in  that  garb."  I  thanked  him  for  his  invita- 
tion, which,  I  observed,  could  not  be  unwel- 
come to  a  person  who  had  not  eaten  a 
comfortable  meal  these  seven  months :  but  I 
had  another  request  to  make,  which  I  begged 
he  would  grant  before  dinner,  and  that  was 
the  loan  of  a  shirt ;  for  though  my  back  had 
been  many  weeks  a  stranger  to  any  comfort 
of  that  kind,  my  skin  was  not  yet  familiarized 
to  the  want  of  it.  He  stared  in  my  face, 
with  a  woful  countenance,  at  this  declaration, 
whiclr  he  could  scarce  believe,  until  I 
explained  it,  by  unbuttoning  my  coat,  and 
disclosing  my  naked  body ;  a  circumstance 
.that  shocked  the  tender-hearted  Strap,  who, 
with  tears  in  his  eyes,  ran  to  a  chest  of 
drawers,  and,  taking  out  some  linen,  pre- 
sented to  me  a  very  fine  ruffled  hoUand  shirt, 
and  cambrick  neckcloth,  assuring  me  he  had 
three  dozen  of  the  same  kind  at  pny  service. 
1  was  ravished  at  this  piece  of  good  news, 
and  having  accommodated  myself  in  a 
moment,  hugged  my  benefactor  for.  his 
generous  offer,  saying,  I  was  overjoyed  to 
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find  him  undebauched  by  prosperity,  which 
■eldom  fails  to  corrupt  the  heart.  He  be- 
spoke for  dinner  some  soup  and  bouille,  a 
couple  of  pullets  roasted,  and  a  dish  of 
•sjpara^Sy  and  in  the  interim  entertained  me 
with  biscuit  and  Burgundy;  after  which 
repast,  he  entreated  me  to  gratify  his  lonffing 
desir^  of  knowing*every  circumstance  of  my 
fortune  since  his  departure  from  London; 
This  request  I  complied  with,  beginning  at 
the  adventure  of  Gawky,  and  relating  every 
particular  event  in  wnich  I  had  been  con- 
cerned from  that  day  to  the  present  hour. 
During  the  recital,  my  friend  was  strongly 
afiected,  according  to  the  various  situations 
described :  he  started  with  surprise,  glowed 
with  indignation,  gaped  with  curiosity,  smiled 
wiUi  pleasure,  trembled  with  fear,  and  wept 
with  sorrow,  as  the  vicissitudes  of  my  life 
inspired  these  different  passions  :  and,  when 
my  story  was  ended,  signified  his  amazement 
on  the  whole,  by  lifting  up  his  eyes  and 
hands,  and  protesting,  that,  though  I  was  a 
▼oung  man,  I  had  suffered  more  uan  all  the 
blessed  martycs. 

After  dinner,  I  desired,  in  my  turn,  to 
know  the  particulars  of  his  perecfri nation, 
and  he  satisfied  me  in  a  few  words,  by  giving 
me  to  understand  that  he  had  lived  a  year  at 
Paris  with  his  master,  who  in  that  time  hav- 
ing acquired  the  language,  as  well  as  the 
fashionable  exercises  to  perfection,  made  a 
tour  of  France  and  Holland,  during  which 
excursion  he  was  so  unfortunate  as  to  meet 
with  three  of  his  own  countrymen  on  their 
travels,  in  whose  company  he  committed 
such  excesses,  that  his  constitution  failed, 
and  he  fell  into  a  consumption ;  that,  by  the 
advice  of  bis  physicians,  he  went  to  MonU 
pelier  for  the  benefit  of  good  air,  and 
recovered  so  well  in  six  weeks,  that  he 
returned  to  Rheims,  seemingly  in  good 
health,  where  he  had  not  continued  above  a 
month,  when  he  was  seized  with  a  looseness, 
that  carried  him  off  in  ten  days,  to  the 
unspeakable  sorrow  of  all  who  knew  him, 
and  especially  of  Strap,  who  had  been  very 
happy  m  his'  service,  and  given  such  satis- 
faction, that  his  master,  on  his  deathbed, 
recommended  him  to  several  persons  of^ 
distinction,  for  his  diligence,  sobriety,  and 
affection,  and  left  him  by  will  his  wearing 
apparel,  gold  watch,  sword,  rings,  ready 
money,  and  all  the  movables  he  had  in 
France,  to  the  value  of  three  hundred 
pounds, — "  Which  I  now,"  said  he,  "  in  the 
sight  of  God  and  man,  surrender  to  your 
aroolute  disposal:  here  ate  my  keys,  take 
them,  I  beseech  you,  and  God  give  you  joy  of 
the  possession."  My  brain  was  almost 
turned  by  this  sudden  changd  of  fortune, 
which  I  could  scarce  believe  real ;  however, 
I  positively  refused  this  extravagant  proffer 
of  my  friend,  and  put  him  in  mind  of  mv 
being  a  soldier ;-  at  which  hint  he  started, 
crying, — **  Odso !  that's  true,  we  must  pro- 


cure your  discharge.  I  have  some  intend 
with  a  nobleman  who  is  able  to  do  me  that 
favour."  We  consulted  about  this  afllair,  and 
it  was  determined,  that  Monsieur  d'Estrapes 
should  wait  upon  the  marquis  in  the  aiominff, 
and  tell  him  he  had  by  accident  found  his 
brother,  whom  h^  had  not  seen  for  many 
years  before,  a  private  soldier  in  the  regiment 
of  Picardy,  and  implore  that  nobleman's 
interest  for  his  dischaige.  In  the  mean  time 
we  enjoyed  ourselves  over  a  bottle  of  good 
Burgundy,  and  spent  the  evening  in  concert- 
ing schemes  for  our  future  conduct,  in  castf  I 
should  be  so  lucky  as  to  get  rid  of  the  army. 
The  business  was  to  make  ourselves  easy  for 
life,  br  means  of  his  legacy,  a  task  very 
difficult,  and,  in  the  usual  methods  of  laying 
out  money,  altogether  impracticable ;  so  that, 
after  much  canvassilfg,  we  could  come  to  no 
resolution  that  night,  but  when  we  parted, 
recommended  the  matter  to  the  serious 
attention  of  each  other.  As  for  my  own 
part,  I  puzzled  my  imagination  to  no  purpose. 
When  I  thought  of  turning  merchant,  the 
smaliness  of  our  stocic,  and  the  risk  of  seas, 
enemies,  and  markets,  deterred  me  from  that 
scheme :  if  I  should  settle  as  a  suigeon  in  my 
own  country,  I  would  find  the  business  already 
overstocked  ;  or,  if  I  pretended  to  set  up  in 
England,  must  labour  under  want  of  friends, 
and  powerful  opposition,  obstacles  insur- 
mountable by  the  most  shining  merit: 
neither  should  I  succeed  in  my  endeavours 
to  rise  in  the  state,  inasmuch  as  I  could 
neither  flatter  nor  pimp  for  courtiers,  nor 
prostitute  my  pen  in  defence  of  a  wicked  and 
contemptible  administration.  Before  I  could 
form  any  feasible  project,  I  fell  asleep,  and 
my  fancy  was  blessed  with  the  image  of  my 
dear  Narcissa,  who  seemed  to  smile  upon 
my  passion,  and  offer  her  hand  as  a  reward 
for  all  my  toils. 

Early  m  the  morning,  I  went  to  the  lodg- 
ings of  my  friend,  whom  I  found  exulting 
over  his  happy  invention;  for  I  no  sooner  en- 
tered his  apartment,  than  he  addressed  him- 
self to  me  in  these  words,  with  a  smile  of 
self-applause :  "  Well,  Mr  Random,  a  lucky 
thought  may  come  into  a  fool's  head  some- 
times. I  have  hit  it — ^I'U  hold  you  a  button, 
my  plan  is  better  than  yours,  for  all  your 
learning.  But  you  shall  have  the  preference 
in  this,  as  in  all  other  things ;  therefore  pro- 
ceed, and  let  us  know  the  effects  of  your  me- 
ditation—and then  I  will  impart  my  own 
simple  excogitations."  I  told  him,  that  not 
one  thought  had  occurred  to  me  which  de- 
served the  least  notice,and  signified  my  im- 
patience to  be  acquainted  with  the  fruits  of 
his  reflection. — <*  As  we  have  not,"  said  he, 
<*  money  sufficient  to  maintain  us  during  a 
tedious  expectation,  it  is  my  opinion,  that  a 
bold  push  must  be  made ;  and  I  see  none  so 
likely  to  succeed  as  your  appearing  in  the 
character  of  a  gentleman  (which  is  your  due), 
and  making  your  addresses  to  some  lady  of 
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fimime  who  can  render  you  independent  at 
once.  Nay,  don't  etare — I  affinn  that  this 
sobeme  is  both  prudent  and  honourable;  for  I 
would  not  have  you  throW  yourself  ^  away 
upon  an^d  toothless  wheezing  dame,  whose 
breath  would  stink  you  into  a  consumption 
in  less  than  three  months ;  neither  would  I 
advise  you  to  assume  the  character  of  a  weal- 
thy squire,  as  your  common  fortune  hunters 
do,  by  which  means  many  a  poor  lady  is 
cheated  into  matrimony,  and  instead  of  en- 
joying the  pomp  and  grandeur  that  was  pro^ 
misea,  sees  her  dowry  seized  by  her  husband's 
rapacious  creditors,  and  herself  reduced 
to  misery  and  despair.  No,  I  know  you 
have  a  soul  that  disdains  such  imposition ; 
and  are  roaster  of  qualifications  both  of 
mind  and  body,  which  alone  entitle  you  to  a 
match  that  will  set  you  above  the  world.  I 
have  clothes  in  my  possession  that  a  duke 
need  not  be  ashamed  to  wear.  I  believe 
they  will  fit  you  as  they  are ;  if  not,  there 
are  plenty  of  tailors  in  France.  Let  us  take 
a  short  trip  to  Paris,  and  provide  ourselves 
with  all  other  necessaries,  then  set  out  for 
England,  where  I  intend  to  do  myself  the 
honour  of  attending  you  in  quality  of  a  valet. 
This  expedient  will  save  the  expense  of  a  ser- 
vant, shaving  and  dressing;  and  I  doubt  not 
but,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  we  shall  bring 
matters  to  a  speedy  and  fortunate  issue." 
Extravagant  as  this  proposal  was,  I  listened 
to  it  with  pleasure,  because  it  flattered  my 
vanity,  and  indulged  a  ridiculouis  hope  I  be- 
gan to  entertain  of  my  inspiring  Narcissa 
with  a  mutual  flame. 

After  breakfast.  Monsieur  d'Estrapes  went 
to  pay  his  devoirs  to  the  marquis,  and  was  so 
successful  in  his  application,  that  I  obtained 
a  discharge  in  a  few  days :  upon  which  we 
set  out  for  Paris.  Here  I  had  time  to  reflect 
and  congratulate  myself  upon  this  sudden 
transition  of  fate,  which  to  bear  with  mode- 
ration, required  some  degree  of  philosophy 
and  Belf-denial.  This  truth  will  be  more 
obvious,  if  I  give  a  detail  of  the  particulauB, 
to  the  quiet  possession  of  which  I  was  raised 
in  an  instant,  from  the  most  abject  misery 
and  contempt.  My  wardrobe  consisted  of 
five  fashionable  coats  full  mounted,  two  of 
which  were  plain,  one  of  cut  velvet,  one 
trimmed  with  gold,  and  another  with  silver 
lace ;  two  frocks,  one  of  white  drab  with 
large  plate  buttons,  the  other  of  blue  with 
gold  bindings ;  one  waistcoat  of  gold  brocade, 
'one  of  blue  satin  embroidered  with  silver, 
one  of  green  silk  trimmed  with  broad  figured 
gold  lace,  one  of  black  silk  with  fringes,  one 
of  white  satin,  one  of  black  cloth,  and  one  of 
scarlet ;  six  pairs  of  cloth  breeches,  one  pair 
of  crimson,  and  another  of  black  velvet; 
twelve  pairs  of  white  silk  stockings,  as  many 
of  black. silk,  and  the  same  number  of  fine 
cotton ;  one  hat  laced  with  gold  pinnt  d'Es' 
pagTte,  another  with  silver  Tace  scolloped,  a 
third  with  gold  binding,  and  a  fourth  plain ; 
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three  dozen  of  fine  ruffied  shirts,  as  many 
neckcloths ;  one  dozen  of  cambrick  handker- 
chieft,  and  the  like  number  of  silk.  The 
other  movables  which  I  possessed,  by  the 
generosity  and  friendship  of  Strap,  were  a 
gold  watch,  with  a  chased  case,  two  valuable 
diamond  rings,  two  mourning  swords,  one 
with  a  silver  handle,  and  'a  fourth  cut  steel 
inlaid  with  gold,  a  diamond  stock-buckle, 
and  a  set  of  stone  buckles  for  the  knees  and 
shoes ;  a  pair  of  silver  mounted  pistols  with 
rich  housings;  a  gold-headed  cane,  and  a 
snuflf-box  of  tortoise-shell  mounted  with  gold, 
having  the  picture  of  a  lady  on  the  top.  The 
gentleman  left  many  other  things  of  value, 
which  my  fnend  had  converted  into  cash 
.before  I  met  with  him ;  so  that,  over  and 
above*  these  particulars,  our  stock  in  ready 
money  amounted  to  something  more  than  two 
hundred  pounds. 

Thas  equipped,  I  put  on  the  gentleman 
of  figure,  and,  attended  by  my  honest 
friend,  who  was  contented  with  the  station 
of  my  valet,  visited  the  Louvre,  examined 
the  gallery  of  Luxembourg,  and  appeared  at 
Versailles,  where  I  had  the  honour  of  seeing 
his  most  Christian  majesty  eat  a  considerable 
quantity  of  olives .  During  the  month  I  spent 
at  Pans,  I  went  several  times  *to  court,  the 
Italian  comedy,  opera,  and  play-house,  danced 
at  a  masquerade,  and,  in  shoct,  saw  every  thing 
remarkable  in  and  about  that  capital.  Then 
we  set  out  for  England  by.  the  way  of  Flanders, 
passed  through  Brussels,  Ghent,  and  Bruges, 
and  took  shipping  at  Ostend,  from  whence  in 
fourteen  hours  we  arrived  at  Deal,  hired  a 
post-chaise,  and  in  twelve  hours  more  got 
safe  to  London,  having  disposed  of  our  heavy 
baggage  in  the  waggon. 


CHAPTER  XLV. 

/  inquire  for  my  uncle,  and  understand  he 
is  gone  to  sea — take  lodgings  at  Charing- 
cross — go  to  the  play,  where  I  meet  with 
an.  adventure — dine  at  an  ordinary;  the 

,  guests  described — become  acauainted  with 
Medlar  and  Doctor  Wagtail. 

As  soon  as  we  alighted  at  the  inn,  I  dis- 
patched Strap  to  inquire  for  mv  uncle,  at 
the  Union-flag  in  Wapping :  and  ne  returned 
in  a  little  time,  with  an  account  of  Mr  Bow- 
ling's having  gone  to  sea,  mate  of  a  merclumt- 
ship,  after  along  and  unsqccessful  application 
and  attendance  at  |^e  Admiralty :  where,  it 
seems,  the  interest  he  depended  upon  was 
not  sufiicisBnt  to  reinstate  him,  or  recover  the 
pay  that  was  due  to  him  when  bo  quitted  the 
Thiyider. 

Next  day  I  hired  very  handsome  lodgings 
not  far  from  Charing-cross ;  and,  in  the 
evening,  dressed  myself  in  a  plain  suit  of 
the  true  Paris  cut,  and  appeared  in  a  ftovX 
box  at  the  play,  where  I  saw  a  good  deal  of 
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company,  and  was  vain  enough  to  believe 
that  I  was  observed  with  an  uncommon 
degree  of  attention  and  applause.  This  silJy 
conceit  intoxicated  me  so  much,  that  I  was 
guilty  of  a  thousand  ridiculous  coquetries ; 
and  I  dare  say,  how  favourable  soever  the 
thoughts  of  the  company  might  be  at  my 
first  appearance,  thoy  were  soon  changed,  by 
my  absurd  behaviour,  into  pity  of  contempt. 
I  rose  and  sat  down,  covered  and  uncovered 
my  head*  twenty  times  between  the  acts ; 
pulled  out  my  watch,  clapped  it  to  my  ear, 
wound  it  up,  set  it,  gave  it  the  he^j^ng  again ; 
displayed  my  snuflT-Sox,  affected  to  take  snuff, 
that  I  might  have  an  opportunity  of  showing 
my  brilliant,  and  wiped  my  nose  with  a  per- 
fumed handkerchief;  then  dangled  my  cane, 
and  adjusted  my  sword  knot,  and  acted  many 
more  fooleries  of  the  same  kind,  in  hopes  of 
obtaining  the  character  of  a  pretty  fellow, 
in  the  acquiring  of  which  I  found  two  con- 
siderable obstructions  in  my  disposition, 
namely,  a  natural  reserve,  and  jealous  sensi- 
bility. Fain  would  I  have  entered  into  con- 
versation with  the  people  around  me ;  but  I 
was  restrained  by  fear  of  being  censured  for 
my  assurance,  as  well  as  by  reflecting  that  I 
was  more  entitled  to  a  compliment  of  this  kind 
from  them,  (Yian  they  to  such  condescension 
from  a  stranger  like  me.  How  often  did  I 
redden  at  the  frequent  whispers  and  loud, 
laughter  of  my  fellow-beaux,  which  I  imagined 
were  excited  by  me !  and  how  often  did  I 
envy  the  happv  indifference  of  those  choice 
spints,  who  beheld  the  distress  of  the  scene, 
without  discovering  the  least  symptom  of 
approbation  or  concern !  My  attention  was 
eneaged  in  spite  of  myself,  and  I  could  not 
help  weeping  with  the  heroine  of  the  stage ; 
though  I  practised  a  great  many  shifls  to 
conceal  this  piece  of  unpolite  weakness. 
When  the  play  was  ended,  I  sat  waiting  for 
an  opportunity  of  handing  some  lady  to  her 
coach :  but  every  one  was  attended  by  such 
a  number  of  officious  gallants,  that  for  a 
lonff  time  I  was  balked  in  my  expectation. 
At  length,  however,  I  perceived  a  very  hand- 
some creature,  genteelly  dressed,  sitting  by 
herself  in  a  box,  at  some  distance  from  me ; 
upon  which  I  went  up  to  her,  and  offered  my 
service.  She  seemed  to  be  in  some  confu- 
sion, thanked  me  for  my  complaisance,  and 
with  a  tender  look  declined  giving  me  the 
trouble ;  looking  at  her  watch,  and  testifying 
her  surprise  at  Qie  negligence  of  her  footman, 
wlkom  she  had  ordered  to  have  a  chair  ready 
for  her  at  that  hour.  I  ippeated  my  entreaty 
with  all  the  eloquence  and  compliment  I  was 
master  of;  and,  in  the  event,  sh^  was  pre- 
vailed upon  to  accept  of  a  proposal  T  made,  to 
send  my  servant  for  a  chair  or  coach  :  accord- 
ingly. Strap  was  iet|[ched  for  that  purpose, 
and  returned  without  succeeding :  by  this 
time  the  playhouse  was  quite  empty,  and  we 
were  obliged  to  retire.  As  I  led  her  through 
the  passage,  I  observed  five  or  six  young 


fellows  of  fashion,  standing  in  a  comer,  one 
of  whom,  as  I  thought,  tipt  my  charmer  the 
wink,  and  when  we  were  past,  I  heard  them 
set  up  a  loud  laugh.  This  note  aroused  my 
attention,  and  I  was  resolved  to  be  fully 
satisfied  of  this  lady's  character,  before  I 
should  have  any  nearer  connection  with  her. 
As  no  convenience  appeared,  I  proposed  to 
conduct  her  to  a  tavern,  where  we  might 
stay  a  few  minutes,  till  my  servant  could 
fetch  a  coach  from  the  Strand.  She  seemed 
particularly  shy  of  tnistingr  herself  in  a  tavern 
with  a  stranger ;  but  at  last  yielded  to  my 
pathetic  remonstrances,  rather  than  endanger 
her  health,  by  remaining  in  a  cold  damp 
thoroughfiire.  Having  thus  fiir  succeeded,  I 
begged  to  know  what  wine  she  would  be 
pleased  to  drink  a  ^lass  of;  but  she  professed 
the  greatest  aversion  to  all  sorts  of  strong 
liquors  ;  and  it  was  with  much  difficulty  that 
I  could  persuade  her  to  eat  a  jelly.  In  the 
mean  time,  I  endeavoured  to  alleviate  the 
uneasiness  she  discovered,  by  saying  all  the 
agreeable  things  I  could  think  of;  at  which 
she  would  oflen  sigh,  and  regard  me  with  a 
languishing  look,  that  seemed,  however,  too 
near  akin  to  the  lewd  leer  of  a  courtezan. 
This  discovery,  added  to  my  former  suspicion, 
while  it  put  me  upon  my  guard  against  her 
arts,  divested  me  of  reserve,  and  enabled  me 
to  entertain  her  with  gaiety  and  freedom. 
In  the  course  of  our  conversation,  I  pressed 
her  to  allow  me  the  honour  of  waiting  upon 
her  next  day  at  her  lodgings ;  a  request  which 
she,  with  many  apologies,  refused,  lest  it 
should  give  umbrage  to  Sir  John,  who  was 
of  a  disposition  apt  to  be  fretted  with  trifles. 
This  information,  by  which  I  was  to  understand 
that  her  husband  was  a  knight,  did  not  check 
my  addresses,  which  became  more  and  more 
importunate,  and  I  was  even  hardy  enough 
to  ravish  a  kiss.  But,  O  heavens !  instead  of 
banqueting  on  the  ambrosial  flavour  that  her 
delicacy  of  complexion  promised,  I  was 
almost  suffocated  with  the  steams  of  geneva ! 
An  exhalation  of  this  kind,  from  a  mouth 
which  had  just  before  declared  an  utter 
abhorrence  of  all  spirituous  liquor%  not  only 
changed  my  doubts  into  certainty,  but  my 
raptures  into  loathing;  and  it  would  have 
been  impossible  for  me  to  have  preserved 
common  complaisance  five  minutes  longer, 
when  my  servaat  returned  with  the  coach. 
I  took  the  advantage  of  this  occasion,  and 
presented  my  hand  to  the  lady,  who  put  in 
practice  against  me  the  whole  artillery  of 
her  charms,  ogling,  languishing,  sighing  and 
squeezing,  with  so  little  reserve,  that  Strap 
perceived  her  tenderness,  and  rubbed  his 
hands  with  joy  as  he  followed  us  to  the  door ; 
but  I  was  proof  against  all  her  endearments, 
and  handed  her  into  the  coach  with  an  inten- 
tion to  take  my  leave  immediately.  She 
guessed  my  design,  and  invited  me  to  her 
house,  whispering,  that  now  Sir  John  was 
gone  to  bed,  she  could  have  the  pleasora  of 
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my  conversation  for  half  an  hour  without 
interruption.  I  told  her,  there  was  no  mor- 
tification  I  would  not  un^erffo,  rather  than 
endan^ier  the  repose  of  her  ladyship ;  and, 
bidding  tiie  coachman  drive  on,  wished  her 
a  good  night.  She  lost  all  temper  at  ray 
indifference,  and  stopping  the  coach  at  the 
distance  of  about  twenty  yards  from  me, 
popped  out  her  head,  and  bawled,  with  the 
InngB  of  a  fish-woman — "  D^-n  you,  you  dog, 
wont  you  pay  the  coach-hire  1"  As  I  made 
no  answer,  she  held  forth  against  me  with 
an  eloquence  peculiar  to  herself;  calling  me 
pitiful  fellow,  scoundrel,  and  an  hundred  such 
appellations ;  concluding,  with  an  oath,  that 
lor  all  my  appearance,  she  believed  I  had  got 
no  money  in  my  pocket. 

Having  thus  vented  her  indignation,  she 
ordered  the  coachman  to  proceed,  and  I 
letiimed  to  the  tavern,  where  I  bespoke 
fiomedbing  for  supper,  very  well  pleased  at 
the  issue  of  this  adventure.  I  dispensed 
with  the  attendance  of  the  waiter  at  table, 
on  pretence  that  my  own  servant  was  present ; 
and  when  we  were  alone,  said  to  Strap, 


— «  Well,  Monsieur  d'Estrapes,  what  do  vou 
think  of  this  lady?"  My  friend,  who  had 
not  opened  his  mouth  since  her  departure, 
could  make  no  other  reply  than  the  mono- 
syllable "  Think !"  which  he  pronounced 
with  a  note  of  fear  and  astonishment.  Sur- 
prised at  this  emphasis,  I  surveyed  my  valet, 
and  perceiving  a  wildness  in  his  looks,  asked 
if  he  had  seen  his  grandfather's  ghost  1 
^"  Ghost !"  said  he,  '*  I  am  sure  I  have 
seen  a  devil  incarnate!  Who  would  have 
thought  that  so  much  devilish  malice  and 
Billingsgate  could  lurk  under  such  sweetness 
of  countenance  and  modesty  of  beliaviour  ? 
Ah ! .  God  help  us !  Fronti  nulla  fides — 
ntrntttm  ne-crede  co2ori— but  we  ought  to 
down  on  our  knees,  and  bless  God  for  deliver- 
ingfiis  fcom  the  jaws  of  that  painted  sepul- 
chre." I  was  pretty  much  of  Strap's  opinion, 
and  though  I  did  not  believe  myself  in  any 
danger  from  the  allurements  of  that  sister- 
hood, I  determined  to  act  with  great  circum- 
spection for  the  future,  and  shun  all  commerce 
of  that  kind,  as  equally  prejudicial  to  my 
purse  and  constitution. 

My  next  care  was  to  introduce  myself  into 
a  set  of  good  acquaintaince  ;  for  which  pur- 
pose I  frequented  a  certain  cofiee-house, 
noted  for  the  resort  of  good  company,  English 
as  well  as  foreigners,  where  my  appearance 
procured  all  the  civilities  and  advances  I 
could  desire.  As  there  was  an  ordinary  in 
the  same  house,  I- went  up  stairs  to  dinner 
with  the  other  guests,  and  found  myself  at  a 
table  with  thirteen  people,  the  greatest  part 
of  whom  were  better  dressed  than  myself. 
The  conversation,  which  was  mostly  carried 
on  in  FVench,  turned  chiefly  on  politics ;  and 
I  so6n  found  the  whole  company  was  in  the 
FVench  interest,  myself  excepted,  and  a  testy 
oid  gentleman,  who  contradicted  every  thing 


that  was  advanced  in  favour  of  his  roost 
Christian   maJesty^,  with  a  surliness  truly 
English.    But  this  trusty  patriot,  who  had 
never  been  out  of  his  own  country,  and  drew 
all  his  maxims  and  notions  from  prejudice 
and  hearsay,  was  very  unequal  to  his  antago- 
nists, who  were  superior  to  him  in  learnmff 
and  experience,  and  oflen  took  the  liberty  of 
travellers,  in  asserting  things  which  were  not 
strictly  true,  because  they  thought  themselves 
in  no  danger  of  being  detected  by  hi^n.    The 
claim  of  the  queen  of  Spain  to  the  Austrian 
dominions  in  Italy,  was  fully  explained  and 
vindicated  fty  a  person  who  sat  opposite  to 
me,  and  by  the  solemnity  of  his  manner,  and 
the  richness  of  his  apparel,  seemed  to  be  a 
fofeign  ambassador.     This  dii^rtation  pro- 
duced another  on  the  pra^ni^Ltic  sanction, 
handled  with  great  warmth  oy  a  young  gen- 
tleman at  my  right  hand,  dressed  in  a  fireen 
frock  trimmed  with  gold,  who  justified  the 
Frendi  king  for  his  breach  of  that  contract, 
and  affirmed  that  he  could  not  have  observed 
it  without  injuring  his  own  glory.    Although 
I  was  not  at  all  convinced  by  this  gentleman's 
arguments,  I  could  not  help  admiring  his 
vivacity,  which  I  imagined  must  be  the  effect 
of  his  illustrious  birth  and  noble  education, 
and  accordingly  rated  him  in  m^  conjecture 
as  a  young  prince  on  his  travels.     The  dis- 
course was  afterwards  shifted  by  an  old  gen- 
tleman, of  a  very  martial  appearance,  to  the 
last  campaign,  when  the  battle  of  Dettingen 
was  fought  over  again,  with  so  many  circum- 
stances to  the  honour  of  the  French,  and 
disadvantage  of  the  allies,  that  I  began  to 
entertain  some  doubts  of  my  having  been 
there  in  persou,  and  took  the  liberty  to  men- 
tion some  objections  to  what  he  jidvanced. 
This  freedom  introduced  a  dispute,  which 
lasted  a  good  while,  to  the  mortification  of 
all  present ;  and  was  at  last  referred  to  the 
determination  of  a  grave  person,  whom  they 
styled  doctor,  and  who,  under  a  show  of  ffreat 
moderation,  decided  it  against  me,  with  so 
little  regard  to  truth,  that  I  taxed  him  with 
partiality  in  pretty  severe  terms,  to  the  no 
small  entertainment  of  the  true  English  poli- 
tician, who  rejoiced  at  my  defence  of  a  cause 
he  had  so  often  espoused  without  success. 
My  opponent,  pleased  with  the  victory  he 
had  gained,  affected  a  great  deal  of  candour, 
and  told  me,  he  should  not  have  been  so  pos- 
itive, if  he  had  not  been  at  great  pains  to 
inform  himself  of  each  particular.   "  Indeed,^ 
said  he,  "  I  am  convinced  that,  the  previous 
steps  considered,  things  could  not  happen 
otherwise ;  for  we  (enerals  who  have  seen 
service,  4y>ugh  we  may  not  be  on  the  spot 
ourselves^-  know  by  the  least  sketch  of  the 
disposition  what  must  be  the  event."    He 
then  censured,  with  great|reedom,  every  cir- 
cumstance of  the  conduct  of  those  who  com- 
manded the  allies;    fVom  thence  made  a 
transition  to  the  ministry,  which  he  honoured 
with  many  invectives,  for  employing  people 
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who  had  neither  experience  nor  cap&citj,  to 
the  prejudice  of  old  oflScers  who  had  been 
distinguished  for  both;  dropped  many  hints 
of  his  own  importance;  and  concluded  with 
observing  that  the  French  and  Spaniards 
knew  better  how  to  value,  generals  of  merit; 
the  good  effects  of  which  were  seen  in  the 
conquests  they  gain,  and  the  admirable  dis- 
cipline of  their  troops,  which  are  at  the  same 
time  better  clothed  and  paid  than  any  soldiers 
in  the  universe.  These  remarks  furnished 
the  green  knight  with  an  opportunity  of 
launching  out  in  the  praise  of  fiie  French 
government  in  general,  civil  ss  well  as  mili- 
tary ;  on  which  occasion  he  made  many  odi- 
ous comparisons  to  the  disadvantage  of  the 
Bftglish.  Every  body  almost  assented  to  the 
oDservations  he  made ;  and  the  doctor  gave 
his  sanction,  by  saying,  the  people  in  France 
were  undoubtedly  the  happiest  subjects  in  the 
world.  I  was  so  much  astonished  and  con- 
founded  at  their  infatuation  and  effrontery, 
that  I  had  not  power  to  utter  one  word  in 
opposition  to  their  assertions ;  but  my  morose 
associate  could  not  put  up  with  the  indignity 
t'hat  was  offered  to  Old  England,  and  there- 
fore, with  a  satirical  grin,  addressed  himself 
to  the  general  in  these  words  : — "  Sir,  sir,  I 
have  often  heard  it  said,  she^s  a  villainous 
bird  that  befouls  her  own  nest.  As  for  what 
those  people  who  are  foreigners  say,  I  don*t 
mind  it,  they  know  no  better ;  but  you,  who 
were  bred  and  bom,  and  have  got  your  bread 
under  the  English  government,  should  have 
more  regard  to  gratitude,  as  well  as  truth,  in 
censuring  your  native  country.  If  the  min- 
istry have  thought  fit  to  lay  you  aside,  I  sup- 
pose they  have  their  own  reasons  for  so 
doing ;  and  you  ought  to  remember  that  you 
still  live  on  the  bounty  of  the  nation.'  As  for 
these  gentlemen  (meaning  the  prince  and 
ambassador),  who  make  so  free  with  the 
constitution,  laws,  and  genius  of  our  people, 
I  think  they  might  show  a  little  more  respect 
for  their  benefactors,  who,  I  must  own,  are 
to  blame,  in  harbouring,  protecting,  and  en- 
couraging such  ungrateful  vagrants  as  they 
are."  At  tfiese  words  the  chevalier  in  green 
started  up  in  a  great  passion,  and  laying  his 
hand  on  the  hilt  of  his  hanger,  exclaimed, — 
"Ha,  foutre!"  The  Englishman,  on  the 
other  hand,  grasping  his  cane,  cried, — "Don't 
foutre  me,  sirrah,  or,  by  G— d,  I'll  knock 
you  down."  The  company  interposed, — ^the 
F^renchman  sat  down  again,  and  his  antago- 
nist proceeded — "Lookee,  monsieur,  you 
know  very  well,  that,  h$fi  you  dared  to  speak 
so  freely  of  the  administration  of  your  own 
country  in  Paris,  as  you  have  done  of  ours  in 
London,  you  would  have  been  sent  to  the 
Bastile  without  ceremony,  where  you  might 
have  rotted  in  a  dungeon,  and  never  seen  the 
light  of  the  sun  afi[ain.  Now,  sir,  take  my 
word  for  it,  although  our  constitution  screens 
us  from  such  oppression,  we  want  not  laws 
to  chastise  the  authors  of  i editious  discourse ; 


and  if  I  hear  another  syllable  out  of  your 
moutb,  in  contempt  or  prejudice  of  this  king, 
dom,  I  will  give  you  a  convincing  proof  of 
what  I  advance,  and  have  you  laid  by  the 
heels  for  your  presumption."  This  declara- 
tion had  an  effect  on  the  company  as  sudden 
as  surprising.  The  young  prince  became  - 
supple  as  a  spaniel ;  the  ambassador  trem- 
bled ;  the  general  sat  silent  and  abashed ;  and 
the  doctor,  who,  it  seems,  had  felt  the  rod  « 
of  power,  grew  pale  as  death,  and  assured  ua 
all,  that  he  had  no  intention  to  affront  any 
person  or  people.  "  Your  principles,  doctor/' 
resumed  tne  old  gentleman,  "  are  no  secret-— 
I  have  nothing  to  say  to  you  upon  that  head ; 
but  am  very  much  surprised,  that  a  man,  who 
despises  us  so  much,  should,  notwithstand- 
ing, live  among  us,  when  he  has  no  visible 
motive  for  so  doing. — Why  don't  you  take 
up  your  habitation  in  your  beloved  France, 
where  you  may  rail  at  England  without  cen- 
sure V  To  this  remonstrance  the  doctor 
thought  proper  to  make  no  reply ;  and  an 
unsocial  silence  ensued ;  which  I  perceiving, 
took  notice,  that  it  was  pity  such  idle  dis- 
putes, maintained  very  often  through  whim 
or  diversion,  should  create,  any  misunder- 
standing among  gentlemen  of  good  sense ; 
and  proposed  to  drink  down  all  animosity  in 
another  bottle.  This  motion  was  applauded 
by  the  whole  company :  the  wii\e  was  brought, 
aitd  the  English  champion  declaring  he  had 
no  spleen  against  any  man  for  differing  in 
opinion  from  him,  any  more  than  for  differ- 
ence of  complexion,  drank  to  the  good  health 
of  all  present ;  the  compliment  was  returned, 
and  the  conversation  once  more  became  un- 
reserved, though  more  general  than  before. 
Among  other  topics,  the  subject  of  war  was 
introduced,  on  which  the  general  declaimed 
with  great  eloquence,  recounting* many  of  his 
own  exploits  by  way  of  illustration.  In  the 
course  of  his  harangue,  he  happened  'to 
mention  the  word  epaulement;  upon  which 
the  testy  gentleman  asked  the  meaning  of 
that  term.  "  I'll  tell  you  what  an  epaule- 
ment is,"  replied  he, — "  I  never  saw  an 
epaulement  but  once — and  that  was  at  the 
siege  of  Namur — ^In  a  council  of  war,  Mon* 
sieur  Cohom,  the  famous  engineer,  affirmed 
that  the  place  could  not  be  taken."  "  Yes," 
said  the  prince  of  Vaudemont,  "  it  may  be 
taken  by  an  epaulement."  This  was  imme* 
diately  put  in  execution,  and  in  twenty-four 
hours  Maresahal  Boufflers  was  fain  to  capit- 
ulate." Here  he  made  a  full  stop ;  and  ih0 
old  gentleman  repeated  the  question,*—"  But 
pray  what  is  an  epaulement  ?"  To  this  in- 
terrogation the  officer  made  no  immediate 
reply,  but  rung  the  bell,  and  called  for  a  bill, 
which  being  brought,  he  threw  down  his  pro- 
portion pf  the  reckoning,  and,  telling  the 
company  he  would  show  them  an  epaule- 
ment when  his  majesty  should  think  fit  to 
entrust  him  with  the  command  of  our  army 
abroad,  etnitted  away  with  great  dignity,    i 
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coald  not  imagine  why  he  was  so  shy  of  c^. 
plaining  one  of  the  most  simple  terms  of 
fortification ;  which  I  forthwith  described  as 
a  side-work  composed  of  earth,  gabions,  or 
fiiscines:  but  I  was  very  much  surprised 
when  1  afterwards  understood  that  his  re- 
serve proceeded  from  his  ignorance.  Having 
paid  our  bill,  we  adjourned  to  the  coffee-room^ 
where  my  fellow-labourer  insisted  on  treating 
me  with  a  dish,  giving  me  to  understand,  at 
the  same  time,  that  I  had  accjuired  his  good 
opinion,  both  with  respect  to  my  principles 
and  understanding.  I  thanked  him  for  his 
compliment,  and,  professing  myself  an  utter 
stranger  in  this  part  of  the  world,  begged  he 
'would  have  the  goodness  to  inform  me  of 
the  quality  and  characters  of  the  people  who 
dined  above.  This  request  was  a  real  favour 
tp  one  of  his  disposition,  which  was  no  less 
Ampunicative  than  curious:  he  therefore 
compiled  with  great  satis&ction,  and  told  me, 
to  my  extreme  astonishment,  that  the  sup- 
posed  young  prince  was  a  dancer  at  one  of 
the  theatres,  and  the  ambassador  no  other 
than  a  fiddler  belonging  to  the  opera.  "  The 
doctor,"  said  he,  "is  a  Roman  Catholic 
pnest,  who  sometimes  appears  in  the  charac- 
ter of  an  officer,  and  assumes  the  name  of 
captain ;  but  more  generally  takes  the  garb, 
title,  and  behaviour  of  a  physician,  in  which 
capacity  he  wheedles  himself  into  the  confi- 
dence of  weak-minded  people,  and,  by  argu- 
ments no  less  specious  than  false,  converts 
them  from  their  religion  and  allegiance.  He 
has  been  in  the  hands  of  justice  more  than 
once  for  such  practices ;  but  he  is  a  sly  dog, 
and  manages  matters  with  so  much  craft, 
that  hitherto  he  has  escaped  for  a  short  im- 
prisonment. As  for  the  general,  you  may 
see  he  has  owed  his  promotion  more  to  his 
interest  than  his  capacity ;  and  now  that  the 
eyes  of  the  ministry  are  opened,  his  friends 
dead,  or  become  inconsiderable,  he  is  struck 
off  the  list,  and  obliged  to  put  up  with 
a  vearly  pension.  In  consequence  of  this 
reduction,  he  is  become  malcontent,  and 
inveighs  against  the  government  in  all  com- 
panies, with  so  little  discretion,  that  I  am 
surprised  at  the  lenity  of  the  administration 
in  overlooking  his  insolence  ;  but  the  truth 
of  the  matter  is,  he  owes  his  safety  to  his 
weakness  and  want  of  importance.  He  has 
seen  a  little,  and  but  a  little  service ;  and  yet, 
if  you  would  take  his  word  for  it,  there  has 
not  b^n  a  great  action  performed  in  the  field 
since  the  revolution  in  which  he  was  not 
principally  concerned.  When  a  story  is  told 
^  of  any  great  general,  he  immediately  matches 
it  with  one  of  himself,  though  he  is  often 
unhappy  in  his  invention,  and  commits  such 
gross  blunders  in  the  detail,  that  every  body 
18  in  pain  for  him.  Ciesar,  Pompey,  and 
Alexander  the  Great  are  continually  in  his 
mouth  and  as  he  reads  a  good  deal,  without 
any  judgment  to  digest  it,  his  ideas  are  con- 
f^ed,  and  his  harangues  as  unintelligible  as 


infinite;  for,  once  he  begins,  there  is  no 
chance  of  his  leaving  off  speaking,  while  one 
person  remains  to  yield  attention ;  therefore, 
the  only  expedient  I  know  for  putting  a  stop 
to  his  loquacity,  is  to  lay  hold  of  some 
ijicongmity  he  has  nttered,  and  demand  an 
explanation;  or  ask  tiK  meaning *of  some 
dimcult  term  that  he  knows  by  name  only. 
This  method  will  eflfectually  put  him  to  si- 
lence, if  not  to  flight,  as  it  happened  when  I 
inquired  about  9.nepaulement,  Had  he  been 
acquainted  with  the  signification  of  that  word, 
bis  triumph  would  have  been  intolerable,  and 
we  must  nave  (juitted  the  field  first,  or  been 
worried  with  impertinence."  Having  thus 
gratified  my  curiosity,  the  old  gentleman  be- 
gan to  discover  his  own,  in  questions  relating* 
to  myself,  to  which  I  thought  proper  to  r^ 
turn  ambiguous  answers.  **  I  presume,  sir," 
said  he,  **  you  have  travelled  V*  I  answered, 
— •* Yes."  "I  dare  say  you  would  find  it 
very  expensive,"  said  he.  I  replied, — "  To 
be  sure,  one  cannot  travel  without  money."  , 
"  That  I  know  by  experience,"  said  he,  "  for 
I  myself  take  a  trip  to  Bath  or  Tunbridge 
every  season ;  and  one  must  pay  sauce  m 
what  he  has  on  the  road,  as  well  in  other 
countries  as  in  this — ^That's  a  very  pretty 
stone  in  your  ring, — give  me  leave,  sir, — the 
French  have  attained  a  wonderful  skill  in 
making  compositions  of  this  kind.  Why, 
now,  this  looks  almost  as  well  as  a  diamond." 
*<  Almost  as  well,  sir,"  said  I,  **  why  not  alto- 
gether  ?  I  am  sure  if  you  understand  any 
thing  of  jewels,  you  must  perceive  at  first 
sight  that  this  stone  is  a  real  diamond,  and 
that  of  a  very  fine  water.  Take  it  in  ybur 
hand  and  examine  it."  He  did  so  with  some 
confusion,  and  returned  it,  saying, — **  I  ask 
your  pardon,  I  see  it  is  a  true  brilliant  of 
mimense  value."  I  imagined  his  respect  for 
me  increased  after  this  inquiry ;  therefore,  to 
captivate  his  esteem  the  more,  I  told  him  I  » 
would  show  him  a  seal  of  composition,  en- 
graved after  a  very  valuable  antique ;  upon 
which  I  pulled  out  my  watch,  with  a  rich  gold 
chain,  adorned  with  three  seals  set  in  gold, 
and  an  opal  ring.  He  viewed  etich  of  them 
with  great  eagerness,  handled  the  chain,  ad* 
mired  the  chased  case,  and  observed  that  the 
whole  must  have  cost  me  a  vast  sum  of 
mdney.  I  affected  indifference,  and  replied, 
in  a  careless  manner,^-*'  Some  trifle  of  sixty 
or  seventy  guineas."  He  stared  in  my  face 
some  time,  and  then  asked  me  if  I  was  an 
Englishman.  I  answered  in  the  negative. 
**  You  are  from  Ireland,  then,  sir,  I  presume," 
said  he.  I  made  the  same  reply.  *'  O  !  per- 
haps," said  he,  "  vou  were  bom  in  one  of  our 
settlements  abroad. "  I  still  answered, "  No." 
He  seemed  very  much  surprised,  and  said, 
he  was  sure  I  was  not  a  foreigner.  I  made 
no  reply,  but  left  him  upon  the  tenterhooks 
of  impatient  uncertainty.  He  could  not 
contain  his  anxiety,  but  asked  pardon  for  the 
liberties  he  had  taken,  and  to  encourage  me 
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the  more  to  disclose  my  situation,  displayed 
his  own  without  reserve.  "  I  am,"  said  he, 
"  a  single  man ;  have  a  considerahle  annuity, 
on  which  I  live  according  to  my  own  incu- 
nation,  and  make  the  ends  of  the  year  meet 
very  comfortably.  As  I  have  no  estate  to 
leave  beMnd  me,  I  am  not  troubled  with  the 
iglportunate  officiousness  of  relations  or 
yjegacy-hunters ;  and  I  consider  the  world  as 
1/  made  for  me,  not  me  for  the  world :  it  is  my 
maxim,  therefore,  to  enjoy  it  while  I  can,  and 
let  futuritv  shift  for  itself."  While  he  thus 
indulged  his  own  talkative  vein,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  no  doubt,  expected  a  retaliation 
from  me,  a  young  man  entered,  dressed  in 
black  velvet,  and  an  enormous  tie-wig,  with 
'an  air,  in  which  natural  levity  and  iSected 
solemnity  were  so  jumbled  together,  that,  on 
the  whole,  he  appeared  a  burlesque  on  all 
decorum.  This  ridiculous  oddity  danced  up 
to  the  table  at  which  we  sat,  and,  afler  a 
thousand  grimaces,  asked  my  friend,  by  the 
name  of  Mr  Medlar,  if  we  were  not  engaged 
upon  business  1  My  companion  put  on  a  surly 
countenance,  and  replied, — "  No  great  busi- 
1088,  doctor — ^but  however," — "  O !  then," 
cried  the  physician,  *'  I  must  beg  your  indul- 
gence a  little, — ^prav  pardon  me,  gentlemen. 
Sir,"  said  he,  addressing  himself  to  me, 
'*  your  most  humble  servant,  I  hope  you  will 
forgive  me,  sir, — I  must  beg  the  favour  to  sit, 
Bir — Sir,  I  have  something  of  consequence  to 
impart  to  my  friend  Mr  Medlar — Sir,  I  hope 
you  will  excuse  my  freedom  in  whispering, 
sir."  Before  I  had  time  to  g^ve  this  com- 
plaisant  person  my  pennission,  Mr  Medlar 
cried,—"  FU  have  no  whispering ;  if  you  have 
any  thing  to  say  to  me,  speak  with  an  audi- 
ble voice."  The  doctor  seemed  a  little  dis- 
concerted at  this  exclamation,  and  turning 
again  to  m^,  made  a  thousand  apologies  for 
pretending  to  make  a  mystery  of  any  thing, 
.  a  piece  of  caution  which  he  said  was  owing 
to  his  ignorance  of  my  connection  with  Mr 
Medlar;  but,  now  he  understood  I  was  a 
friend,  he  would  communicate  what  he  had 
to  say  in  my  hearing.  He  then  began,  afler 
two  or  three  hems,  in  this  manner : — *'  You 
must  know,  sir,  I  am  just  come  from  dinner 
at  my  lady  Flareit*s  (then,  addressing  himself 
to  me),  a  lady  of  quality,  sir,  at  whose  table 
I  have  the  honour  of  dining  sometimes. 
There  was  Lady  Stately,  and  my  Lady  Lamm, 
and  Mrs  Dainty  and  Miss  Biddy  Gigler ;  upon 
my  word,  a  very  good-natured  young  lady, 
with  a  very  pretty  fortune,  sir.  There  were 
also  my  Lord  Straddle,  Sir  John  Shrug,  and  Mr 
Billy  Chatter,  who  is  actually  a  very  face- 
tious young  gentleman.  So,  sir,  her  ladyship 
seeing  me  excessively  fatigued,  for  she  was 
the  last  of  fifteen  patients  (people  of  dis- 
tinction, sir)  whom  I  had  visited  this  fore- 
noon, insisted  upon  my  staying  dinner, 
though,  upon  my  word,  I  protested  I  had  no 
appetite ;  however,  in  compliance  with  her 
ladyship's  request,  sir,  I  sat  down,  and  the 


conversation  turning  upon  difierent  subjects, 
Biaong  oth«r  things  Mr  Chatter  asked  very 
earnestly  wh^n  I  saw  Mr  Medlar  1  I  told 
him  I  had  not  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you 
these  nineteen  hours  and  a  half;  for  you  may 
remember,  sir,  it  was  nearly  about  that  time ; 
I  wont  be  positive  as  to  a  minute.  «  No !" 
says  he,  **  then  I  desire  you  will  go  to  his 
lodgings  immediately  after  dinner,  and  see 
what's  the  matter  with  him,  for  he  certainly 
must  be  very  bad,  from  having  ate  last  night 
such  a  vast  quantity  of  raw  oysters."  The 
crusty  gentleman,  who  from  the  solemnity 
of  his  delivery,  expected  something  extraor- 
dinary, no  sooner  heard  his  conclusion,  than 
he  started  up  in  a  testy  humour,  crying, — 
"  Pshaw !  pshaw !  d — ^n  your  oysters ;"  and 
walked  away,  after  a  short  compliment  of^— 
"  Your  servant,  sir,"  to  me.  The  doctor  got 
up  also,  saying, — "  I  vow  and  protest,  upon 
my  word,  I  am  actually  amazed,"  and  followed 
Air  Medlar  to  the  bar,  which  was  hard  by, 
where  he  was  paying  for  hiu  coffee :  there  he 
whispered  so  loud,  that  I  could  overhear, — 
"  Pray,  who  is  this  gentleman  V  His  friend 
replied  hastily, — **f  might  have  known  that 
before  now,  if  it  had  not  been  for  your  im- 
pertinent intrusion,"  and  walked  off  very 
much  disappointed.  The  ceremonious  phy- 
sician returned  immediately,  and  sat  down 
by  me,  asking  a  thousand  pardons  for  leaving 
me  alone ;  and  giving  me  to  understand,  Uiat 
what  he  had  communicated  to  Mr  Medlar  at 
the  bar  was  an  affair  of  the  last  importance, 
that  would  admit  of  no  delay.  He  then 
called  for  some  coffee,  and  launched  out  into 
the  virtues  of  that  berry,  which,  he  said,  in 
cold  phlegmatic  constitutions  like  his,  dried 
up  the  superfluous  moisture,  and  braced  the 
relaxed  nerves.  He  told  me  it  was  utterly 
unknown  to  the  ancients ;  and  derived  its 
name  from  an  Arabian  word,  which  I  might 
easily  perceive  by  the  sound  and  termination^ 
From  this  topic  he  transferred  his  disqui- 
sitions to  the  word  drinkf  which  he  affirmed 
was  improperly  applied  to  the  taking  of 
coffee,  inasmuch  as  people  do  not  drink, 
but  sip  or  sipple  that  liquor ;  that  the  genu- 
ine meaning  of  drinking  is  to  quench  one's 
thirst,  or  commit  a  debauch,  by  swallowing 
wine ;  that  the  Latin  word,  which  conveyed 
the  same  idea,  w^as  bihere  or  potare,  and  that 
of  the  Greeks  fnnein  or  poteein,  though  he 
was  apt  to  believe  they  were  differently  used 
on  diflerent  occasions.  For  example: — ^to 
drink  a  vast  quantity,  or,  as  the  vulgar 
express  it,  to  dnnk  an  ocean  of  liquor,  was 
in  Latin  votare^  and  in  Greek  poteein ;  and, 
on  the  otner  hand,  to  use  it  moderately,  was 
bibere  vadpinein  /that  this  was  only  a  con- 
jecture of  his  own,  which,  however,  seemed 
to  be  supported  by  the  word  bibulouSf  which 
is  particularly  applied  to  the  pores  of  the 
skin,  that  can  only  drink  a  very  small  quan- 
tity of  the  circumambient  moisture,  by  reason 
of  the  smallness  of  their  diameters ;  whereas^ 
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from  the  verb  poteein  is  derived  the  substan- 
tive potamoSf  which  signifies  a  river,  or  vast 
quantity  of  liquor."  I  could  not  help  smiling 
at  this  learned  and  important  investigation ; 
and,  to  recommend  myself  the  more  to  mj 
new  acquaintance,  whose  disposition  I  was 
by  this  time  well  informed  of,  I  observed, 
tna^  what  he  alleged,  did  not,  to  the  best  of 
my  remembrance,  appear  in  the  writings  of 
the  ancients  ;  for  Horace  uses  the  words  poto 
and  bibo  indifferently  for  the  same  purpose, 
as  in  the  twentieth  ode  of  his  first  book-— 

Vile  potabis  modicis  Sablnum  cantharis, 
^Et  prcelo  domitam  caleno  tu  bibesuvam: 

That  I  had  never  heard  of  the  verb  poteeirit 
but  that  potamos,  potema,  and  polos,  were 
derived  from  pino,  peso,  pepoka ;  in  conse- 
quence of  which  the  Greek  poets  never  use 
any  other  word  for  festal  drinking.  Homer 
describes  Nestor  at  his  cups  in  these  words — 

Xestora  d'ouk  elathen  iache  ^'non^a  perempes: 

and  Anacreon  mentions  it  on  the  same  occa- 
sion almost  in  every  page — 

Pinonti  de  oinon  hedan 
Otxti  pino  ton  oinon. 
Opliz*  ego  de  pinoi 

•  

and  in  a  thousand  other  places.  The  doctor, 
who,  doubtless,  intended  by  his  criticism  to 
ffive  me  a  high  idea  of  his  erudition,  was 
mfinitely  surprised  to  find  himself  schooled 
by  one  of  my  appearance ;  and,  after  a  con- 
siderable pause,  cried, — "Upon  my  word, 
ybu  are  in  the  right,  sir — I  find  I  have  not 
considered  this  affair  with  my  usual  accu- 
racy."  Then  accosting  me  in  Latin  which 
he  spoke  very  well,  the  conversatioa  was 
maintained  fiiU  two  hours,  on  a  variety  of 
subiects,  in  that  language;  and,  indeed,  he 
spoke  so  judiciously,  that  I  was  convinced, 
notwithstanding  his  whimsical  appearance, 
and  attention  to  trifles,  that  he  was  a  man  of 
extensive  knowledge,  especially  in  books. 
He  looked  upon  me,  as  I  afterwards  under- 
stood  fVom  Mr  Medlar,  as  a  prodigy  in  learn- 
ing, and  proposed  that  very  night,  if  I  was 
not  engiiged,  to  introduce  me  to  several 
young  gentlemen  of  fortune  and  &shion,  with 
whom  he  had  an  appointment  at  the  Bedford 
coffee-house. 


CHAPTER  XLVI. 

Wagtail  irUroduces  me  to  a  set  of  fine  gen- 
tlemen,  vnth  whom  I  spend  the  evening 
at  a  tavern—our  conversatianF—the  chO" 
racters  of  my  new  companions — the  doctor 
is  roasted-^he  issue  of  our  debauch. 

I  ACOEPTBB  his  offer  with  pleasure,  and  we 
went  thither  in  a  hackney  coach,  where  I 
iaw  a  great  number  of  gay  figures  fluttering 
about,  most  of  whom  spoke  to  the  doctor 
with  great  ftmiliarity.    Among.the  rest  stood 


a  group  of  them  around  the  fire,  whom  I 
immediately  knew  to  be  the  very  persons 
who  had  the  night  before,  by  their  laughing, 
alarmed  my  suspicion  of  the  lady  who  had 
put  herseu  under  my  protection.  They  n6 
sooner  perceived  me  enter  with  Dr  Wagtail 
(for  'that  was  my  companion's  name),  than 
they  tittered  and  whispered  one  to  another ; 
and  I  was  not  a  little  surprised  to  find  that 
they  were  the  gentlemen  to  whose  acquain* 
tance  he  designed  to  recommend  me :  for, 
when  he  observed  them  toother,  he  told  me 
who  they  were,  and  desired  to  know  by  what 
name  he  should  introduce  Kiie.  I  satisfied 
him  in  that  particular,  and  he  advanced  with 
great  gravity,  saying, — "Gentlemen,  yout 
most  obedient— -give  me  leave  to  introduce 
my  friend  Mr  Random  to  your  society." 
Then  turning  to  me,*—"  Mr  Random,  this  is 
Mr  Bra^eU — Mr  Banter,  sir — Mr  Chatter 
— my  fnend  Mr  Slyboot,  and  Mr  Ranter, 
sir."  I  saluted  each  of  them  in  order ;  and 
when  I  came  to  take  Mr  Slyboot  by  the  hand, 
I  perceived  him  thrust  his  tongue  in  hi% 
cheek,  to  the  no  small  entertainment  of  the 
company ;  but  I  did  not  think  proper  to  take 
any  notice  of  it  on  this  occasion.  Mr  Ranter, 
too  (who  I  afterwards  learned  was  a  player), 
displayed  his  talents,  by  mimicking  my  air, 
features,  and  voice,  while  he  returned  my 
compliment.  This  feat  I  should  not  have 
been  so  sensible  of,  had  I  not  seen  him  behave 
in  the  same  manner  to  my  fiiend  Wagtail, 
when  he  made  up  to  them  at  first.  But  for 
once  I  let  him  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  dexterity 
without  question,  or  control,  resolving,  how- 
ever, to  chastise  his  insolence  at  a  more 
convenient  opportunity.  Mr  Slyboot,  guess- 
ing  I  was  a  stranger,  asked  if  I  had  been 
lately  in  France  ?  and  when  I  answered  in 
the  afiirmative,  inquired  if  I  had  seen  the 
Luxembourg  gallery  ?  I  told  him  I  had  consi- 
dered it  more  than  once  with  great  attention. 
Upon  this  a  conversation  ensued,  in  which  I 
discovered  him  to  be  a  painter.  While  we 
were  discoursing  upon  the  particulars  of  this 
fiunous  collection,  I  overheard  Banter  ask 
Dr  Wagtail  where  he  had  picked  up  this  Mr 
Random  ?  To  which  question  the  physician 
answered, — "  Upon  my  word,  a  mighty  pretty 
sort  of  a  gentleman — «  man  of  fortune,  sir, 
— ^he  has  made  the  grand  tour,  and  seen  the 
best  company  in  Europe,  sir."  "  What  1  he 
told  you  so,  I  suppose  1"  said  the  other,  "  I 
take  him  to  be  neither  more  nor  less  than  a 
French  valet-de-chambre."  "O  barbarous, 
barbarous!"  cried  the  doctor,  "this  is  ac- 
tually, upon  my  word,  altogether  unaccoun- 
table. I  know  all  his  family  perfectly  well, 
sir ;  he  is  of  the  Randoms  of  the  north— -a 
very  ancient  house,  sir,  and  a  distant  relation 
of  mine."  I  was  extremely  nettled  at  the 
conjecture  of  Mr  Banter,  and  began  to 
entertain  a  very  indifferent  opinion  of  my 
company  in  general ;  but  as  I  might  possibly 
by  their  means  acc^nire  a  more  extensive  and 
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agreeable  acquaintance,  I  determined  to  bear 
these  little  mortifications  as  long  as  I  could, 
without  injuring  the  dignity  of  m^  character. 
After  having  talked  for  some  time  on  the 
weather,  plays,  politics,  and  other  coffise- 
house  subjects,  it  was  proposed  that  we 
should  spend  the  evening  at  a  noted  tavern 
in  the  neighbourhood,  whither  we  repaired 
in  a  body.  Having  taken  possession  of  a 
room,  caUed  for  French  wine,  and  bespoken 
supper,  the  glass  went  about  pretty  freely, 
and  the  characters  of  my  associates  opened 
upon  me  more  and  more.  It  soon  appeared, 
that  the  doctor  was  entertained  as  a  butt  for 
the  painter  and  pla^^er  to  exercise  their  wit 
^upon,  for  the  diversion  of  the  company.  Mr 
nanter  began  the  game,  by  asking  him  what 
was  ^od  for  hoarseness,  lowness  of  spirits, 
and  indigestion,  for  he  was  troubled  with  all 
these  complaints  to  a  very  great  degree. 
Wagtail  immediately  undertook  to  explain 
the  nature  of  his  case,  and,  in  a  very  prolix 
manner,  harangued  upon  prognostics,  diag- 
^fkostics,  symptomatics,  therapeutics,  inanition 
and  repletion  ;  then  calculated  the  force  of 
the  stomach  and  lungs  in  their  respective 
operations ;  ascribed  the  player's  maJadv  to 
a  disorder  in  these  oigans,  proceeding  from 
hard  drinking  and  voci&ration,  and  prescribed 
a  course  of  stomachics,  with  abstinence  from 
yeneiy,  wine,  loud  speaking,  laughing,  sing- 
ing, coughing,  sneezing,  or  hallooing.  "  Pah ! 
pan !"  cried  Ranter,  interrupting  him,  "  the 
remedy  is  worse  than  the  disease — I  wish  I 
knew  where  to  find  some  tinder  water." 
"Tinder water!" said  the  doctor,  "upon  my 
word  I  don't  apprehend  you,  Mr  Ranter." 
"  Water  extracted  from  tinder,"  replied  the 
other,  "  an  universal  specific  for  all  distem- 
pers  incident  to  man.  It  was  invented  by  a 
learned  German  monk,  who,  for  a  valuable 
consideration,  imparted  the  secret  to  Para- 
celsus."  "Pardon  me," cried  the  painter, 
"  it  was  first  used  by  Solomon,  as  appearn  by 
a  Greek  manuscript  in  his  own  hand-writing, 
lately  found  at  the  foot  of  mount  Lebanon, 
by  a  peasant  who  was  digging  for  potatoes." 
"  Well,"  said  WagUil, "  m  all  my  vast  reading 
I  never  met  with  such  a  preparation !  neither 
did  I  know  till  this  minute  that  Solomon 
understood  Greek,  or.  that  potatoes  grew  in 
Palestine."  Here  Banter  interposed,  saying, 
he  was  surprised  that  Dr  Wagtail  should 
make  the  least  doubt  of  Solomon's  under- 
standing  Greek,  when  he  is  represented  to 
us  as  the  wisest  and  best  educated  prince  in 
the  world;  and  as  for  potatoes,  they  were 
transplanted  thither  from  Ireland,  in  the  time 
of  the  crusades,  by  some  knights  of  that 
country.  "I  profess,"  said  the  doctor, 
«' there  is  nothing  more  likely — I  would 
actually  j^ve  a  vast  sum  for  a  sigiit  of  that 
manuscript,  which  must  be  inestimable — and 
if  I  understood  the  process,  would  set  about  it 
immediately."  The  plf  yer  assured  him  the 
process  was  very  simpk  ^^hat  he  must  cram 


a  hundred  weight  of  dry  tinder  into  a  ^Imm 
retort,  and,  distilling  it  by  the  force  of  animal 
heat,  it  would  yield  half  a  scruple  of  insipid 
water,  one  drop  of  which  is  a  fhll  dose. 
"  Upon  my  integritjr !"  exclaimed  the  credtu 
lous  doctor,  "  this  is  very  amazing,  and  ex- 
traordinary !  that  a  caput  tnortuum  shall  jrield 
any  water  at  all-^I  must  own  I  have  alWay* 
been  an  enemy[  to  specifics,  which  I  thought 
inconsistent  with  the  nature  of  the  animal 
economy ;  but  certainly  the  authority  of  Solo- 
mon is  not  to  be  questioned.  I  wonder 
where  I  shall  find  a  glass  retort  lar^  enough 
to  contain  such  a  vast  quantity  of  tinder,  the 
consumption  of  which  must  undoubtedly 
raise  the  price  of  paper — or  where  I  shall  find 
animal  heat  sufficient  even  to  warm  sQch  a 
mass."  Slyboot  informed  him,  that  he  might 
have  a  retort  blown  for  him  as  big  as  a 
church  ;  and  that  the  easiest  method  of  rais* 
ing  the  vapour  by  animal  heat,- would  be  to 
place  it  in  the  middle  of  an  infirmary  for 
feverish  patients,  who  might  lie  upon  mat- 
trasses  around,  and  in  contact  with  it.  He 
had  no  sooner  pronounced  these  words,  than 
Wagtail  exclaimed,  in  a  rapture, — "  An  ad- 
mirable expedient,  as  I  hope  to  be  saved ! 
I  will  positively  put  it  in  practice."  This 
simplicity  oi  the  physician  furnished  excel- 
lent diversion  for  the  company,  who,  in  their 
turns,  sneered  at  him  in  ironical  compli- 
ments, which  his  vanity  swallowed  as  the 
genuine  sentiments  of  their  hearts.  Mr 
Chatter,  impatient  of  so  long  a  silence,  now 
broke  out,  and  entertained  us  with  a  cata- 
logue of  all  the  people  who  danced  at  the 
last  Hampstead  assembly,  with  a  most  cir- 
cumstantial account  of  the  dress  and  omi^ 
ments  of  each,  from  the  lappets  of  the  ladies 
to  the  shoe-buckles  of  the  men ;  concluding 
with  telling  Bragwell,  that  his  mistress  Me- 
linda  was  there,  and  seemed  to  miss  him  ; 
and  soliciting  his  company  at  the  next  oc- 
casion of  that  kind.  "  No,  no,  demme,"  said 
Bragwell,  "  I  have  something  else  to  mind 
than  dangling  after  a  parcel  of  giddy-headed 
girls ;  besides,  you  know  my  temper  is  so 
unruly  that  I  am  apt  to  involve  nnrself  in 
scrapes  when  a  woman  is  concerned.  The 
last  time  I  was  there,  I  had  an  afiTair  with 
Tom  Trippet."  "O!  I  remember  that," 
cried  Banter;  "you  lugged  out  before  the 
ladies ;  and  I  commend  you  for  so  doing,  be- 
cause you  had  an  opportunity  of  showing 
your  manhood  without  running  any  risk." 
"  Risk  !"  said  the  other,  with  a  fierce  coun- 
tenance, "  damn  my  blood !  I  fear  no  risks. 
I  an't  afraid  of  lugging  out  against  any  man 
that  wears  a  head,  damme  !  im  well  known 
I  have  drawn  blood  more  than  once,  and  lost 
some  too;  but  what  does  that  signify?" 
The  player  begged  this  champion  to  employ 
him  as  his  second  the  next  tune  he  intended 
to  kill,  for  he  wanted  to  see  a  man  die  of  a 
stab,  that  he  might  know  how  to  act  such  a 
part  the  more  JiaturaUy  on  the  stage.  "  Die ! 
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replied  the  hero ;  '<  no,  by  G — d !  I  know 
better  thin^  than  to  incur  the  verdict  of  a 
Middlesex  juiy— I  should  look  upon  my  fen* 
cin^-master  to  be  an  ignorant  son  of  a  b        , 
if  he  had  not  taught  roe  to  prick  any  part  of 
my  antagonist's  body  that  i  please  to  disa- 
Ue."     «  Oho !"  cried  Slyboot,  « if  that  be  the 
case,  I  have  a  favour  to  ask.    You  must 
know  I  am  employed  to  paint  a  Jesus  on  the 
cross ;  and  my  purpose  is  to  represent  him 
at  that  point  of  time  when  the  spear  is  thrust 
into  his  side.    Now,  I  should  be  glad  you 
would,  in  my  presence,  pink  some  imperti- 
nent fellow  mto  convulsions,  without  endan- 
gering his  life,  that  I  may  have  an  opportunity 
of  taking  a  good  clever  agony  from  nature. 
Ther  doctor  will  direct  you  where  to  enter, 
and  how  far  to  go ;  but  pray  Ibt  it  be  as  near 
the  left  side  as  possible."    Wagtail,  who 
took  this  proposal  seriously,  observed,  that  it 
would  be  a  very  difficult  matter  to  penetrate 
into  the  left  side  of  the  thorax,  without  hurt- 
ing the  heart,  and  of  consequence  killing  the 
patient ;  but  he  believed  it  was  possible  for  a 
man  of  a  very  nice  hand,  and  exact  know- 
ledge of  anatomy,  to  wound  the  diaphra^ma 
somewhere  about  the  skirts,  which  miffbt 
induce  a  singultus,  without  being  attended 
with  death ;  that  he  was  ready  to  demonstrate 
the  insertion  of  that  muscle  to  Mr  BraffweU ; 
but  desired  to  have  no  concern  with  the  ex- 
periment, which  might  essentially  prejudice 
nis  reputation,  in  case  of  miscarriage.    Brag- 
well  was  as  much  imposed  upon  by  the  pain- 
ter's waggery  as  the  doctor,  and  declined 
engaging  in  the  affair,  saying,  he  had  a  very 
sreat  regard  for  Mr  Slyboot,  but  had  laid  it 
down  as  a  maxim  never  to  fight  except  when 
his  honour  was  engaged. .  A  thousand  jokes 
of  this  kind  wefe  uttered ;  the  wine  circulated ; 
supper  was  served  in ;  we  ate  heartily  ;  re- 
turned to  the  bottle ;  Bragwell  became  noisy 
and  troublesome;  Banter  grew  more  and  more 
severe;    Ranter  rehearsed;   Slyboot  made 
faces  at  the  whole  company ;  I  sun^  French 
catches,  -and  Chatter  kissed  me  with  great 
affection ;  while  the  doctor,  with  a  woful 
counteoance,  sat  silent  like  a  disciple  of  Py- 
thagoras. At  length,  it  was  proposed  by  Brag- 
weU,  that  we  should  scour  the  hundreds, 
sweat  the  constable,  maul  the  watch,  and 
then  reel  soberly  to  bed. 

While  we  deliberated  on  this  expedition, 
the  waiter  came  into  the  room,  and  asked 
for  Doctor  Wagtail ;  when  he  understood  he 
was  present,  he  told  him  there  was  a  lady 
below  to  inquire  for  him ;  at  which  message 
the  physician  started  from  his  melancholy 
contemplation,  and,  with  a  look  of  extreme 
confusion,  assured  the  company,  he  could  not 
possibly  be  the  person  wanted,  for  he  had  no 
connection  with  any  lady  whatever,  and  bade 
the  drawer  tell  her  so.  *'  For  shame !"  cried 
Banter,  **  would  you  be  so  unpolite  as  to 
refuse  the  lady  a  hearing !  perhaps  she  comes 
for  a  consultation.    It  must  be  some  extra- 
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ordinary  affair  that  brings  a  lady  to  a  tavern 
at  this  time  o'night.    Mr  Ranter,  pray  do 
the  doctor's  baisemoins  to  the  kdy,  and 
squire  her  hither."    The  player  immediately 
stisig'Afered  out,  and  returned,  leading  in,  with 
much  ceremony,   a  tall  strapping  wench, 
whose  appearance  proclaimed  her  occupy- 
tion.    We  received  her  with  the  utmost 
solemnity,  and  with  a  good  deal  of  entreaty 
she  was  persuaded  to  sit,  when  a  profound 
silence  ensued,  during  which  she  fixed  her 
eyes,  with  a  disconsolate  look,  upon  the 
doctor,  who  was  utterly  confounded  at  her 
behaviour,  and  returned  her  melancholy  four- 
fold.   At  length,  after  a  good  many  piteous 
sighs,  she  wiped  her  eyes,  and  accosted  him 
thus : — "  What !  not  one  word  of  comfort  I 
Will  nothing  sofi«n  that  stony  heart  of  thine  ? 
Not  all  my  tears !  not  all  my  afiliction !  not 
the  inevitable  ruin  thou  hast  brought  upon  me ! 
Where  are  thy  vows,  thou  faithless,  perjured 
man  ?    Hast  thou  no  honour — no  conscience 
— ^no  remorse  for  thy  perfidious  conduct  to- 
wards me  ?— Answer  me,  wilt  thou  at  last  do 
me  iustice,  or  must  I  have  recourse  to  heaven 
or  hell  for  my  revenge  1"    If  poor  Wagtail 
was  amazed  before  she  spoke,  what  must  his 
confusion  be  on  hearing  this  address !     His 
natural  paleness  changed  into  a  ghastly  clay 
colour,  his  eves  rolled,  his  lips  trembled,  and 
he  answered,  in  an  accent  not  to  be  des- 
cribed,— *'  Upon  my  word,  honour  and  salva- 
tion !  madam,  you  are  actually  mistaken  in 
my  person.     I  have  a  most  particular  vene- 
ration for  your  sex,  and  am  actually  incapable 
of  injuring  any  lady  in  the  smallest  degree, 
madam  ;-^eside8,  madam,  to  the  best  of  my 
recollection,  I  never  had  the  honour  of  seeing 
you  before,  as  I  hope  to  be  saved,  madam  !" 
*'  How,  traitor !"  cried  she,  "  dost  thou  dis- 
own me  then  ? — Mistaken  !   no,  too  well  I 
know  that  fair  bewitching  face !  too  well  I 
know  that  false  enchanting  tongue ! — Alas ! 

fentlemen,  since  the  villain  compels  me,  by 
is  unkindness,  to  expose  myself  and  him, 
know  that  this  betrayer,  under  the  specious 
pretence  of  honourable  addresses,  won  my 
neart,  and  taking  advantage  of  his  conquest, 
robbed  me  of  my  virgin  treasure,  and  after- 
wards abandoned  me  to  my  fate  I  I  am  now 
four  months  gone  with  child  by  him,  turned 
out  of  doors  by  my  relations,  and  left  a  prey 
to  misery  and  want !  Yes,  thou  barbarian," 
said  she,  turning  to  Wagtail,  ''  thou  tiger, 
thou  succubus!  too  well  thou  knowest  my 
situation — ^but  I  will  tear  out  thy  faithless 
heart,  and  deliver  the  world  from  such  a 
monster."  So  saying,  she  sprung  forward 
at  the  doctor,  who,  with  incredib&  agility, 
jumped  over  the  table,  and  ran  behind  Brag- 
well,  while  the  rest  of  us  endeavoured  to 
appease  the  furious  heroine.  Although  every 
body  in  the  company  affected  the  utmost  sur- 
prise, I  could  easily  perceive  it  was  a  scheme 
concerted  among  them  to  produce  diversion 
at  the  doctor's  expense ;  and  being  imder  no 
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concern  about  the  consequence*  I  entered 
into  the  confederacy,  and  enjoyed  the  distress 
of  Wagtail,  who,  with  tears  in  his  eyes, 
begird  the  protection  of  the  company,  de- 
cluing  himself  as  innocent  of  the  crime  laid 
to  his  chaive,  as  the  foetus  in  utero;  and 
hintinjgf  at  the  same  time  that  nature  had  not 
put  it  m  his  power  to  be  guilty  of  such  a  tres- 
pass-—'* Nature !"  cried  3ie  lady,  "  there  was 
no  nature  in  the  case— he  abused  me  by  the 
help  of  charms  and  spells ;  else  how  is  it 
possible  that  any  woman  could  have  listened 
to  the  addresses  of  such  a  scare-crow? 
Were  these  owlish  eyes  made  for  ogling; 
that  carrion  complexion  to  be  admired ;  or 
that  mouth  like  a  horse-shoe  to  be  kissed? 
No,  no,  you  owe  your  success  to  your  filtres, 
to  your  drugs,  and  incantations ;  and  not  to 
your  natural  talents,  which  are  in  every 
respect  mean  and  contemptible."  The  doc- 
tor now  thought  he  had  got  an  opportunity 
ofvindicating  himself  effectually ;  and  desired 
the  complainant  to  compose  herself  but  for 
half  an  hour,  in  which  he  uiidertook  to  prove 
the  absurdity  of  believing  in  the  power  of 
incantations,  which  were  only  idle  dreams  of 
ignorance  and  superstition.  He  accordingly 
pronounced  a  very  learned  discourse  upon 
the  nature  of  ideas,  the  power  and  indepen- 
dence of  the  mind,  the  properties  of  stimu- 
lating medicines,  the  difference  between  a 
proneness  to  venery,  which  many  simples 
would  create,  and  a  passion  limited  to  one 
object,  which  can  only  be  the  result  of  sense 
and  reflection ;  and  concluded  with  a  pathetic 
remonstrance,  setting  forth  his  unhappiness 
in  being  persecuted  with  the  resentment  of  a 
lady  whom  he  had  never  injured,  nor  even 
seen  before  that  occasion,  and  whose  Acui- 
ties were,  in  all  likelihood,  so  much  impaired 
by  her  misfortunes,  that  an  innocent  person 
was  in  danger  of  being  ruined  by  her  disor- 
der. He  hM  no  sooner  finished  his  harangue, 
than  the  forlorn  princess  renewed  her  lamen- 
tations, and  cautioned  the  company  against 
his  eloquence,  which  she  said,  was  able  to 
bias  the  most  impartial  bench  in  Christendom. 
Banter  advised  him  to  espouse  her  imme- 
diately, as  the  only  means  to  salve  his  repu- 
tation, and  offered  to  accompany  him  to  the 
Fleet  for  that  purpose ;  but  Slyboot  proposed 
.that  a  father  should  be  purchased  for  the 
child,  and  a  comfortable  idimony  settled  on 
the  mother.  Ranter  promised  to  adopt  the 
infant  gratis.  Wagtail  was  ready  to  wor- 
ship him  for  his  generosity ;  and,  though  he 
persisted  in  protesting  his  innocence,  con- 
descended to  every  thing,  rather  than  his 
unblemished  character  should  be  called  in 
question.  The  lady  rejected  the  proposal, 
and  insisted  on  matrimony.  Bragwell  took 
up  the  cudgels  for  the  doctor,  and  undertook 
to  rid  him  of  her  importunity  for  half  a 
guinea;  upon  which  Wagtail,  with  great 
eagerness,  pulled  out  his  purse,  and  put  it 
into  the  hand  of  his  friend,  who  taking  half 


a  piece  out  of  it,  gave  it  to  the  plaintiff^,  and 
bade  her  thank  God  for  her  good  fortune. 
When  she  had  received  this  bounty,  she 
affected  to  weep,  and  begged,  since  the  phy- 
sician had  renounced  her,  he  would  at  least 
vouchsafe  her  a  parting  kiss:  this  he  was 
prevailed  upon  to  grant  with  great  reluc- 
tance,  and  went  up  with  his  usual  solemnly 
to  salute  her ;  when  she  laid  hold  of  his  cheek 
with  her  teeth,  and  held  fast,  while  he  roared 
with  anguish,  to  the  unspeakable  diversion 
of  all  present.  When  she  thought  proper  to 
.  release  him,  she  dropt  a  low  courtesy  to  the 
company,  and  quitted  the  room,  leaving  the 
doctor  in  the  utmost  horror ;  not  so  much  on 
account  of  the  pain,  as  the  apprehension  of 
the  consequence  of  the  bite ;  for  by  tbis^ime 
he  was  convinced  of  her  being  mad.  Banter 
prescribed  the  actual  cautery,  and  put  the 
poker  in  the  fire  to  be  heated,  in  order  to 
sear  the  place.  The  player  was  of  opinion 
that  Bragwell  should  scoop  out  the  part 
affected  with  the  point  of  bis  sword ;  but  the 
painter  prevented  both  these  dreadful  opera- 
tions, by  recommending  a  balsam  he  had  in 
his  pocket,  which  never  failed  to  cure  the 
bite  of  a  mad  dog ;  so  saying,  he  pulled  out 
a  small  bladder  of  black  paint ;  with  which 
he  instantly  anointed,  not  only  the  sore,  but 
the  greatest  part  of  the  patient's  face,  and 
left  It  in  a  frightful  condition.  In  short,  the 
poor  creature  was  so  harassed  with  fear  and 
vexation,  that  I  pitied  him  extremely,  and 
sent  him  home  in  a  chair,  contrary  to  the 
inclination  of  every  body  present. 

This  freedom  of  mine  gave  umbrage  to 
Bragwell,  who  testified  his  displeasure,  by 
swearing  a  few  threats,  without  making  any 
application  ;  which  being  perceived  by  Sly- 
boot,  who  sat  by  nie,  he,  with  a  view  of  pro- 
moting a  quarrel,  whispered  to  me,  that  he 
thought  Bragwell  used  me  very  ill ;  but  every 
man  was  the  best  judge  of  his  own  affairs. 
I  answered  aloud,  that  I  would  neither  suffer 
Mr  Bragwell  nor  him  to  use  me  ill  with  im- 
punity, and  that  I  stood  in  no  need  of  his 
counsel,  in  regard  to  the  regulation  of  my 
conduct.  He  thought  proper  to  ask  a  thou- 
sand pardons,  and  assure  me  he  meant  no 
offence;  while  Bragwell  feigned  himself 
asleep,  that  be  might  not  be  obliged  to  take 
notice  of  what  passed.  But  the  player,  who 
had  more  animal  spirits,  and  less  discretion 
than  Slyboot,  unwilling  to  let  the  affair  rest 
where  he  bad  dropped  it,  jogged  Mr  Brag. 
well,  and  told  him  softly,  that  I  called  him 
names,  and  threatened  to  cudgel  him.  This 
part^  ;ular  I  understood  by  his  starting,  and 
cry!  ig, — «  Blood  and  wounds !  you  lie !  No 
man  durst  treat  me  so  ignominiouslv.  Mr 
Random,  did  you  call  me  names,  and  threaten 
to  drub  me  V  I  denied  the  imputation,  and 
proposed  to  punish  the  scoundrel  who  en- 
deavoured to  foment  disturbances  in  the 
company :  Bragwell  signified  his  approbation, 
and  drew  his  sword;  I  did  the  same,  and 
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accosted  the  actor  in  these  words: — **  Lookee, 
Mr  Ranter,  I  know  you  possess  aU  the  mim- 
icry  and  mischievous  qualities  of  an  ape,  be- 
cause I  have  observed  you  put  them  all  in 
practice  more  than  once  to-night,  on  me  and 
others;  now  I  want  to  see  if  you  resemble 
one  in  niinbleness  also;  therefore  I  desire 
you  to  leap  over  this  sword  without  hesita- 
tion." So  saying,  I  held  it  parallel  to  the 
horizon,  at  the  distance  of  about  three  feet 
fVom  the  floor,  and  called,—**  Once— ^wice 
—thrice,  and  away ;"  but,  instead  of  com- 
plying with  my  command,  he  snatched  his 
oat  and  hanger,  and  assuming  the  looks, 
swagger,  and  phrase  of  Pistol,  burst  out  into 
the  following  exclamation: — ^**Ha!  must  I 
theft  perform  inglorious  prank,  of  sylvan  ape 
in  mountain  forest  caugnt !  Death,  rock  me 
asleep,  abridge  my  doleJul  days,  and  lay  my 
head  in  fury's  lap.  Have  we  not  Hiren 
here  1"  This  buffoonery  did  not  answer  his 
expectation,  for  by  this  time  the  company 
was  bent  on  seeing  him  in  a  new  character. 
Mr  Buiter  desirea  me  to  hold  my  sword  a 
foot  or  two  higher,  that  he  mi^bt  have  the 
better  opportunity  of  exerting  himself.  The 
painter  told  him,  if  he  peiformed  well,  he 
would  recommend  him  as  a  vaulter  to  the 
proprietors  of  Saddler's  Wells ;  and  Brag- 
well  crying — **  Leap  for  the  King,"  applied 
the  point  of  his  sword  to  the  player's  poste- 
riors  with  such  success,  that  he  sprung  over 
in  a  trice,  and,  finding  the  door  unguarded, 
vanished  in  a  twinkling ;  glad,  no  doubt,  of 
having  paid  his  share  of  the  reckoning  so 
easily. 

It  being  now  near  two  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  we  discharged  the  bill,  and  sallied 
out  into  the  street.  The  painter  slunk 
away  without  taking  his  leave.  Billy  Chat- 
ter,  Deing  unable  to  speak  or  stand,  was  sent 
to  a  baenio ;  and  Banter  and  I  accompanied 
Bragwdl  to  Moll  King's  coffee-house,  where, 
after  he  had  kicked  half  a  dozen  of  hungry 

w ,  we  left  him  asleep  on  a  bench,  and 

directed  our  course  towards  i^haring-cross, 
near  which  place  both  he  and  I  lodged. 

The  natural  dryness  of  mv  companion 
being  overcome  by  liquor,  he  honoured  me 
by  the  way  with  manj  compliments  and  pro- 
fessions  of  friendship,  for  which  I  made 
suitable  acknowledgements,  and  told  him,  I 
thought  myself  happy  in  having,  by  mj  be- 
haviour, removed  the  unfavourable  opinion 
he  entertained  of  me  at  first  sight.  He  was 
surprised  at  this  declaration,  and  begged  me 
to  explain  myself;  upon  which  I  mentioned 
what  I  had  overheard  him  say  of  me  to  Wag- 
tail  in  the  coffee-house.  He  laughed,  and 
made  an  apology  for  hii  freedom,  assuring 
roe,  that  my  appearance  had  very  much  pre- 
possessed  him  in  my  favour ;  and  what  he  said 
was  only  intended  as  a  joke  on  the  doctor's 
solemnity.  I  was  highly  pleased  at  being 
undeceived  in  this  particular,  and  not  a  little 
proud  of  the  good  opinion  of  this  wit,  who 


shook  me  by  the  hand  at  partings  aad  pro- 
mised to  meet  me  next  day  at  ths  ovdiaaij. 


CHAPTER  XLVU. 

Strap  eommvntcafes  to  me  a  ccnqneMt  he 
had  made  of  a  chandler' $  tMow-^Jindg 
himself  mieerably  mistaken — /  go  to  the 
opera-~-admire  Melinda — am  cautioned 
wf  Banter-^go  to  the  assembly  at  Hamp* 
stead-'-'dance  with  that  young  lady—' 
receive  an  insolent  message  from  Brag', 
wellf  whose  metal  is  soon  cooled^-am  in 

.  favour  with  my  mistress,  whom  I  visit 
next  day ;  and  am  bubbled  out  of  eighth 
een  guineas  at  cards^-Strap  triumphs  at 
my  success,  but  is  astonishad  at  my  ex- 
pense— Banter  comes  to  my  lodging,  is 
very  sarcastic  at  my  expense,  and  bor^ 
rows  Jive  guineas  from  me  as  a  proof  of 
his  friendship* 

In  the  morning,  before  1  fot  up,  Strap  eiune 
into  my  chamber,  and,  finding  roe  awake, 
hemmed  several  times,  scratched  his  head, 
cast  his  eyes  upon  the  ground,  and,  wiUi  a 
very  foolish  kind  of  simper  upon  his  face, 
gave  me  to  understand  he  had  something  to 
communicate.  <*By  your  countenance," 
said  I,  "  I  expect  to  near  good  tidings." 
**  Indifferent,"  replied  he,  tittering,  "  tliat  is, 
hereafter  as  it  shall  be.  You  must  know 
I  have  some  thoughts  of  altering  my  con- 
dition." *<  What  V*  cried  I,  astonished,  «  a 
matrimonial  scheme  ?  O  rare  Strap  !  thou 
hast  got  the  heels  of  me  at  last."  **  N'-^less, 
I  assure  you,"  said  he,  bursting  into  a  laugh 
of  self-approbation,  "a  tallow-chandler's 
widow,  that  lives  hard  by,  has  taken  a  liking 
to  me — a  fine  ioUy  dame,  as  plump  as  a  par- 
tridge. She  has  a  well  fiimished  house,  a 
brisk  trade,  and  a  good  deal  of  the  ready. 
I  may  have  her  for  tne  asking.  She  told  a 
friend  of  mine,  a  brother  footmAn,  that  she 
would  take  me  out  of  a  stinking  clout.  But 
I  refused  to  give  my  final  answer,  till  I  knew 
your  opinion  of  the  matter."  I  congratula- 
ted Monsieur  d'Estrapes  upon  his  conquest, 
and  approved  of  the  scheme,  provided  he 
could  be  assured  of  those  circumstances  of 
her  fortune ;  but  advised  him  to  do  nothing 
rashly,  and  give  me  an  opportunity  of  seeing 
the  lady  before  matters  should  oe  brought 
to  a  conclusion.  He  assured  me  he  would 
do  nothing  without  my  consent  and  appro- 
bation ;  and  that  very  morning,  while  I  was 
at  breakfast,  introduced  his  inamorata  to  my 
acquaintance.  She  was  a  short  thick  wo- 
man, about  the  sge  of  thirty-six,  and  had  a 
particular  prominence  of  belly,  which  I  per- 
ceived at  first  sight,  not  without  some  sus- 
picion of  foul  play.  I  desired  her,  however, 
to  sit,  and  treated  her  with  a  dish  of  tea; 
the  discourse  turning  on  the  good  qualities 
of  Strap,  whom  I  represented  as  ia  prodigy 
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of  sobrietjr*  industry^  and  virtue.  When 
she  took  her  leave,  he  followed  her  to  the 
door,  and  returned  licking  his  lips,  and 
asking  if  I  did  not  think  she  was  a  luscious 
creature?  I  made  no  mystery  of  my  appre- 
hension, but  declared  my  sentiments  of  her 
without  reserve;  at  which  he  was  not  sur- 
prised, telling  me  he  had  observed  the  same 
symptom,  but  had  been  informed  by  his  friend 
that  she  was  only  liver-grown,  and  would, 
in  a  few  months,  be  as  small  in  the  waist  as 
ever.  "Yes,"  said  I,  "a  few  weeks,  I 
believe,  will  do  the  business.  In  short,  Strap, 
it  is  my  opinion  that  you  are  egre^iously 
imposed  upon ;  and  that  this  fiiend  is  no 
other  than  a  rascal  who  wants  to  palm  his 
trull  upon  you  for  a  wife,  that  he  may  at 
once  deliver  himself  from  the  importumties 
of  the  mother,  and  the  expense  of  ber  bant- 
ling :  for  which  reason  I  would  not  have  you 
trust  implicitly  to  the  report  he  makes  of  ner 
wealth,  which  is  inconsistent  with  his  beha- 
vioi^r :  nor  run  your  head  precipitately  into 
a  noose,  that  you  may  afterwards  wish  ex- 
changed for  the  hangman's."  He  seemed 
very  much  startled  at  my  insinuation,  and 
promised  to  look  twice  before  he  leaped; 
saying,  with  some  heat, — **  Odds,  if  I  find 
his  intention  is  to  betray  me,  we  shall  see 
which  of  us  is  the  better  man."  My  pre- 
diction was  verified  in  less  than  a  fortnight ; 
her  great  belly  producing  an  infant,  to  the 
unspeakable  amazement  of  Strap,  who  was, 
before  this  happened,  inclinable  to  believe  I 
had  refined  a  little  too  much  in  my  penetra- 
tion. His  false  friend  disappeared ;  and  in 
a  few  days  after,  an  execution  was  issued 
against  her  goods  and  household-furniture, 
which  were  seized  by  the  creditors. 

Meanwhile  I  met  my  friend  Banter  at  the 
ordinary,  and  in  the  evening  went  to  the 
opera  with  him  and  Mr  Chatter,  who  point- 
ed out  Melinda  in  one  of  the  boxes,  and 
ofiTered  to  introduce  me  to  her,  observing,  at 
the  same  time,  that  she  was  a  reigning  toast 
worth  ten  thousand  pounds.  This  piece  of 
information  made  my  heart  bound  with  joy, 
and  I  discovered  great  eagerness  to  accept 
the  proposal ;  upon  which  he  assured  me  I 
should  dance  with  her  at  the  next  assembly, 
if  he  had  any  influence  in  that  quarter :  so 
saying,  he  went  round,  spoke  to  her  some 
romutes,  and,  as  I  imagined,  pointed  at  me ; 
tiien  returning,  told  me,  to  my  inexpressible 
pleasure,  that  I  might  depend  upon  what  he 
had  promised,  for  she  was  now  engaged  as 
my  partner.  Banter,  in  a  whisper,  gave  me 
to  understand,  that  eke  was  an  incorrigible 
coquette,  who  would  grant  the  same  &vour 
to  any  young  fellow  in  England  of  a  tolera- 
ble appearance,  merely  to  engage  him  among 
the  herd  of  her  admirers,  that  she  might  have 
the  pleasure  of  seeing  them  daily  increase ; 
that  she  was  of  a  cold  insensible  disposition, 
dead  to  every  passion  but  vanity,  and  so 
blind  to  merit,  tnat  he  would  lay  any  wager 


the  wealthiest  fool  should  carry  her  at  last 
I  attributed  a  good  deal  of  this  inteDigence 
to  the  satirical  turn  of  my  friend,  or  resent- 
ment for  having  himself  suffered  a  rebuff  from 
the  lady  in  question ;  and,  at  any  rate,  trust- 
ed so  much  to  my  own  accomplishments,  as 
to  believe  no  woman  could  resist  the  araour 
of  my  addresses. 

Full  of  this  confidence,  I  repaired  to 
Hampstead,  in  company  with  Billy  Chatter, 
my  Lord  Hobble,  and  Doctor  Wagtail. 
There  I  saw  a  very  brilliant  assembly,  before 
whom  I  had  the  honour  to  walk  a  minuet 
with  Melinda,  who  charmed  me  with  her 
frank  manner  and  easiness  of  behaviour. 
Before  the  country-dances  began,  I  received 
a  messa£[e,  by  a  person  I  did  not  know,  ttom 
Bragweu,  who  was  present,  importing,  that 
nobody  who  knew  him  presumed  to  dance 
with  Melinda,  while  he  was  Uiere  in  person ; 
and  that  I  would  do  well  to  relinquish  her 
without  noise,  because  he  had  a  mind  to  lead 
up  a  country-dance  with  her.  This  extra- 
ordinary intimation,  which  was  delivered  in 
the  lady's  hearing,  did  not  at  all  discompose 
me,  who  by  this  time  was  pretty  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  character  of  my  rival.  I 
therefore,  without  the  least  symptom  of  con- 
cern, bade  the  gentleman  tell  Mr  Bragwell, 
that,  since  I  was  so  happy  as  to  obtain  the 
lady's  consent,  I  should  not  be  solicitous 
about  his ;  and  desired  the  bearer  himself  to 
bring  me  no  such  impertinent  messages  for 
the  future.  Melinda  affected  a  sort  of  con- 
fusion, and  pretended  to  wonder  that  Mr 
Bragwell  should  give  himself  such  liberties 
with  regard  to  her,  who  had  no  manner  of 
connexion  with  the  fellow.  I  laid  hold  of 
this  opportunity  to  display  my  valour,  and 
offered  to  call  him  to  an  account  for  his  in- 
solence, a  proposal  which  she  absolutely  re- 
fused, under  pretence  of  consulting  my  safety; 
though  I  could  perceive,  by  the  sparkling  of 
her  eves,  that  she  would  not  have  thought 
herself  affronted  in  being  the  subject  of  a 
duel.  I  was  by  no  means  pleased  with  this 
discovery  of  her  thoughts,  which  not  only 
argued  the  most  unjustifiable  vanity,  but 
likewise  the  most  barbarous  indifference; 
however,  1  was  allured  by  her  fortune,  and 
was  resolved  to  gratify  her  pride,  in  making 
her  the  occasion  of  a  public  quarrel  between 
me  and  Bragwell,  who,  I  was  pretty  certain, 
would  never  drive  matters  to  a  dangerous 
extremity. 

While  we  danced  together,  I  observed 
this  formidable  rival  at  one  end  of  the  room, 
encircled  with  a  cluster  of  beaux,  to  whom 
he  talked  with  great  vehemence,  castingmany 
big  looks  at  me,  from  time  to  time.  I  guessed 
the  subject  of  his  discourse,  and,  as  soon  as  I 
had  handed  my  partner  to  her  seat,  strutted 
up  to  the  place  where  he  stood,  and,  cock- 
ing my  hat  in  his  face,  demanded  aloud  if  he 
had  any  thing  to  say  to  me.  He  answered 
with  a  sullen  tone— "Nothing  at  present, 
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ffir ;"  and  tarned  about  upon  his  heel.  *<  Well," 
said  I,  **you  know  where  I  am  to  be  found  at 
any  time."  His  companions  stared  at  one 
another,  and  I  returned  to  the  lady,  whose 
features  brightened  at  my  approach,  and  im- 
mediately a  whbper  ran  through  the  whole 
room ;  after  which  so  many  eyes  were  turned 
upon  me,  that  I  was  ready  to  sink  with  con- 
fusion. When  the  ball  broke  up,  I  led  her 
to  her  coach,  and,  like  a  true  French  gallant, 
would  have  got  up  behind  it,  in  order  to  pro- 
tect her  from  violence  on  the  road ;  but  she 
absolutely  refused  my  offer,  and  expressed 
her  concern  that  there  was  not  an  empty 
seat  for  me  within  the  vehicle. 

Next  day  in  the  afternoon,  I  waited  on  her 
at  Yikr  lodgings,  by  permission,  in  company 
with*  Chatter,  and  was  yeij  civilly  received 
by  her  mother  with  whom  she  lived;  there 
were  a  good  many  fashionable  people  present, 
chiefly  young  fellows  ;  immediately  after  tea, 
a  couple  of  card-tables  were  set,  at  one  of 
which  I  had  the  honour  to  play  with  Melinda, 
who,  in  less  than  three  hours,  made  shift  to 
plunder  me  of  eight  guineas.  I  was  well 
enough  content  to  lose  a  little  money  with 
a  go^  grace,  that  I  might  have  an  opportu- 
nity, in  the  mean  time,  to  say  soft  things, 
which  are  still  more  welcome  when  accom- 
panied with  good  luck ;  but  I  was  by  no 
means  satisfi^  of  her  fair  play ;  a  circum- 
stance that  shocked  me  not  a  little,  and 
greatly  impaired  my  opinion  of  her  disinte- 
restedness and  delicacy.  However,  I  was 
resolved  to  profit  by  this  behaviour,  and  treat 
her  in  my  turn  with  less  ceremony ;  and  ac- 
cordingly, I  laid  close  siege  to  her,  and  find- 
ing her  not  at  all  disgusted  with  the  gross 
incense  I  offered,  that  very  night  made  a  de- 
claration of  love  in  plain  terms.  She  received 
my  addresses  with  great  gaiety,  and  pretend- 
ed to  laugh  them  off;  but,  at  the  same  time, 
treated  me  with  such  particular  complacency, 
that  I  was  persuaded  1  had  made  a  conquest 
of  her  heart,  and  concluded  myself  the 
happiest  man  alive.  Elevated  with  these 
flattering  ideas,  I  sat  down  again  to  cards 
after  supper,  and  with  great,  cheerfulness 
Bufiered  myself  to  be  cheated  of  ten  guineas 
more. 

It  was  late  before  I  took  my  leave,  after 
being  favoured  with  a  general  invitation ;  and 
when  I  got  into  bed,  tke  adventures  of  the  day 
hindered  me  from  sleeping.  Sometimes  I 
pleased  myself  with  the  hopes  of  possessing 
a  fine  woman  with  ten  thousand  pounds: 
then  I  would  ruminate  on  the  character  I 
had  heard  of  her  firom  Banter,  and  compare 
it  with  the  circumstances  of  her  conduct 
towards  me,  which  seemed  to  bear  too  great 
a  resemblance  to  the  picture  he  had  drawn. 
This  introduced  a  melancholy  reflection  on 
the  expense  I  had  undergone,  and  the  small- 
Sess  of  my  funds  to  support  it,  which,  by  the 
bye,  were  none  of  my  own.  In  short,  I 
found  myself  involved  in  doubts  and  per- 


plexities, that  kept  me  awake  the  greateill 
part  of  the  ni^ht. 

In  the  morning.  Strap,  with  whom  I  had 
not  conversed  for  two  days,  presented  himself 
with  the  utensils  for  shaving  roe ;  upon  which, 
I  asked  his  opinion  of  the  lady  whom  he  had 
seen  me  conduct  to  her  coach  at  Hampstead, 
— "  Odd !  she  's  a  delicious  creature,"  cried 
he,  '*  and,  as  I  am  informed,  a  great  for« 
tune.    I  am  sorry  you  did  not  insist  on  going 
home  with  her.     I  dare  say,  she  would  not 
have  refused  your  company ;  for  she  seemed 
to  be  a  good-humourect  soul."    "  There's  a 
time  for  all  things,"  said  I.    "You  must 
know,  Strap,  I  was  in  company  with  her  till 
one  o'clock  this  morning."    I  had  no  sooner 
pronounced  these  wor£  than  he  b^pm  to 
caper  about  the  room,  and  snap  his  nngers, 
crying,  in  a  transport,—"  The  day 's  our  own ! 
—the  day  's  our  own !"    I  gave  him  to  un- 
derstand that  his  tritkmph  was  a  little  prema- 
ture, and  that  I  ,had  more  difficulties  to 
surmount  than  he  was  aware  of;   then   I 
recounted  to  him  the  intelligence  I  had  re- 
ceived from  Banter.    At  which  he  changed 
colour,  shook  his  head,  and  observed  there 
was  no  faith  in  woman.    I  told  him  I  was 
resolved  to  make  a  bold  push  notwithstand- 
ing, although  I  foresaw  it  would  lead  me  into 
a  great  expense;  and  bade  him  guess  the 
sum  I  had  lost  last  night  at  cards.     He 
scratched  his  chin,  and  professed  his  abhor- 
rence of  cards,  the  very  name  of  which  being 
mentioned,  made  him  sweat  with  vexation, 
as  it  recalled   the  money-dropper   to   his 
remembrance ; — *'  But,  however,"  said  he, 
"you  have  to  do  with  other  guess-people 
now.    Why,  I  suppose,  if  you  luid  a  bad  run 
last  night,  you  would  scarce  come  off  for  less 
than  ten  or  twelve  shillings."    I  was  morti-. 
fied  at  this  piece  of  simplicity,  which  I 
imagined,  at  that  time,  was  all  affected,  by 
way  of  reprimand  for  my  folly ;  and  asked 
with  some  heat,  if  he  thought  I  spent  the 
evening  in  a  cellar  with  chairmen  and  hun- 
ters ;  giving  him  to  know,  at  the  same  time, 
that  my  expense  had  amounted  to  eighteen 
guineas.     It  would  require  the  pencil  of 
Hogarth  to  express  the  astonishment  and 
concern  of  Strap,  on  hearing  this  piece  of 
news ;  the  bason  in  which  tie  was  preparing 
the  lather  for  my  chin,  dropped  out  of  his 
hands,  and  he  remained  some  time  immov- 
able in  that  ludicrous  attitude,  with  his  mouth 
open,  and  bis  eyes  thrust  forward  considera- 
bly beyond  their  station;  but  remembering 
my  disposition,  which  was  touchy  and  impa- 
tient of  control,  he  smothered  his  chagrin, 
and  attempted  to  recollect  himself,     with 
this  view  he  endeavoured  to  laugh,  but,  in 
spite  of  his  teeth,  broke  out  in  a  whimper, 
took  up  his  wash-ball  and  pewter-pot,  scrub- 
bed my  beard  with  the  one,  and  aischaiged 
the  other  upon  my  face.    I  took  no  notice  of 
his  confusion,  but  after  he  had  fiilly  recovar- 
ed  himself,  put  him  in  mind  of  his  right,  and 
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assured  him  of  my  readiness  to  surrender  his 
effects  whenever  he  should  think  proper  to 
demand  them.  He  was  nettled  at  my  insin- 
uation, which  he  thought  proceeded  from  my 
distrust  of  his  friendship;  and  begged  1 
would  never  talk  to  him  in  that  strain  again, 
unless  I  had  a  mind  to  break  his  heart. 

This  good  creature's  unalterable  friendship 
for  me  affected  me  with  the  most  grateiul 
sentiments,  and  acted  as  a  spur  to  my  reso« 
•lution  of  acquiring  a  fortune,  that  I  might 
have  it  in  my  power  to  manifest  my  gene- 
rosity in  m3r  turn.  For  this  purpose  I  deter- 
mined to  bring  matters  to  a  speedy  conclu- 
sion with  MeUnda  ;  well  knowing  that  a  few 
such  nights  as  the  last,  would  effectually 
incapacitate  me  from  prosecuting  that  or  any 
other  advantageous  amour. 

While  my  meditations  were  busied  in 
planning  out  my  future  conduct,  Mr  Banter 
favoured  me  with  a  visit ;  and,  after  break- 
fiist,  asked  how  I  had  passed  the  preceding 
evening  ?  I  answered,  I  was  very  agreeably 
entertamed  at  a  private  house.  <*  Yes,^' 
said  he,  with  a  sarcastic  smile,  **  you  deserv- 
ed something  extraordinary  for  the  price 
you  paid.'*  I  was  surprised  at  this  remark, 
and  pretended  ignorance  of  his  meaning. 
<'  Come,  come.  Random,"  continued  he, 
"  you  need  not  make  a  mystery  of  it  to  me, 
the  whole  town  has  it.  I  wish  that  foolish 
affair  between  you  and  Brafwell  at  Hamp- 
Btead  had  been  less  public.  It  has  set  all  the 
busy-bodies  at  work  to  find  out  your  real 
character  and  situation;  and  you  cannot 
imagine  what  conjectures  have  already  cir- 
culated at  your  expense.  One  suspects  you 
to  be  a  Jesuit  in  disguise ;  another  tninks  you 
are  an  agent  from  the  pretender;  a  third 
believes  you  to  be  an  upstart  gamester,  be- 
cause  nobody  knows  any  thing  of  your  family 
or  fortune ;  a  fourth  is  of  opinion  that  you 
are  an  Irish  fortune-hunter."  This  last  hy- 
pothesis touched  me  so  nearly,  that  to  con- 
ceal my  confusion,  I  was  fain  to  interrupt  his 
detail,  and  damn  the  worid  for  an  envious 
meddling  community,  that  would  not  suffer  a 
gentleman  to  live  without  molestation.  He 
took  no  notice  of  this  apostrophe,  but  went 
on, — "For  my  own  part,  I  neither  know, 
nor  desire  to  know,  who  or  what  you  are ; 
this  I  am  certain  of,  that  few  people  make 
a  mystory  of  their  origin  or  situation,  who 
can  boast  of  any  thing  advantageous  in  either ; 
and  my  own  opinion  of  the  matter  is,  that 
you  have  raised  yourself  by  your  industry, 
from  nothing  to  the  appearance  you  now 
maintain,  and  which  you  endeavour  to  sup- 
port by  some  matrimonial  scheme."  Here 
he  fixed  his  eyes  steadfastly  upon  me,  and 
perceiving  my  face  coverea  with  blushes, 
told  me,  now  he  was  confirmed  in  his  opin- 
ion : — **  Look  ye.  Random,"  said  he,  **  I 
have  divined  your  plan,  and  am  confident  it 
will  never  succeed.  You  are  too  honest, 
and  too  ignorant  of  the  town,  to  practise  the 


necessary  cheats  of  your  profession,  and  de- 
tect  the  conspiracies  that  will  be  formed 
against  you.  Besides,  you  are  downright 
bashful-T-Wbat  the  devil !  set  up  for  a  wr, 
tune-hunter  before  you  have  conquered  the 
sense  of  shame !  perhaps  you  are  entitled  by 
your  merit,  and  I  believe  you  are,  to  a  richer 
and  better  wife  than  Melinda ;  but,  take  my 
word  for  it,  she  is  not  to  be  won  at  that  rate; 
or,  if  you  are  so  lucky  as  to  carry  her,  be- 
tween you  and  me,  you  may  say,  as  Teague 
did,  By  my  soul,  I  have  gained  a  los9 !  she 
would  take  care  to  spend  her  fortune  in  a 
twinkling,  and  soon  make  you  sick  of  her 
extravagance."  I  was  alarmed  by  his  dis- 
course, while  I  resented  the  freedom  of  it, 
and  expressed  my  disgust,  by  telling  him,  he 
was  mistaken  in  my  intentions,  and  desiring 
he  would  give  me  leave  to  regulate  my  con- 
duct according  to  the  dictates  of  my  own 
reason.  He  made  an  apology  for  the  liberty 
he  had  taken,  and  ascribed  it  to  the  warmth 
of  his  friendship  for  me ;  as  an  uncommon 
instance  of  which,  he  borrowed  five  guineas, 
assuring  me  there  were  very  few  people  in 
the  world  whom  he  would  so  far  favour  with 
his  confidence.  I  gave  him  the  money,  and 
professed  myself  so  well  convinced  of  his 
sincerity,  that  he  had  no  occasion  to  put  it 
to  such  extraordinary  proofs  for  the  •future. 
"  I  thought,"  said  he,  "  to  have  asked  five 
pieces  more,  but  hearing  you  were  bubbled  of 
eighteen  last  night,  I  presumed  you  might 
be  out  of  cash,  and  resolved  to  model  my  de- 
mand accordingly."  I  could  not  help  admir- 
ing  the  ca\'alier  behaviour  of  this  spark,  of 
whom  I  desired  to  know  his  reason  for  say- 
ing I  was  bubbled.  He  then  gave  me  to 
understand,  that,  before  he  came  to  ray 
lod^ngs,  he  had  beat  up  Tom  Tossle,  who, 
having  been  present,  informed  him  of  the 
particulars,  rehearsed  all  the  fine  things  I 
said  to  Melinda,  with  which  he  proposes  to 
entertain  the  town ;  and,  among  other  cir- 
cumstances, assured  him,  my  mistress  cheat- 
ed me  with  so  little  art,  that  nobody  but  a 
mere  novice  could  have  been  imposed 
upon. 

The  thoughts  of  becoming  a  subject  of 
raillery  for  coxcombs,  and  losing  my  money 
to  boot,  stung  me  to  the  quick ;  but  I  made 
a  virtue  of  my  indication,  and  swore  that 
no  man  should,  with  impunity,  either  asperse 
the  character  of  Melinda,  or  turn  my  beha- 
viour into  ridicule.  He  replied  in  a  dry 
manner,  tiiat  I  would  find  it  an  Herculean 
task  to  chastise  every  body  who  would  lau^ 
at  my  expense ;  and  as  for  the  cliaracter  of 
Melinda,  he  did  not  see  how  it  could  suffer 
by  what  was  laid  to  her  charge;  fbr  that 
cheating  at  cards,  far  from  being  reckoned  a 
blemish  among  people  of  fashion,  was  looked 
upon  as  an  honourable  indication  of  superior 
genius  and  address — **  But  let  us  wave  tl|ii 
subject,"  said  he,  *<  and  go  to  the  cofitehouae, 
in  order  to  make  a  party  fbr  dinner." 
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CHAPTER  XLVra. 

|r«  repair  to  the  ctffeehoueet  where  we  over" 
hear  a  curious  dispute  between  Wagtail 
and  Medlar f  which  is  referred  to  our  de- 
cision-^he  doctor  gives  an  account  of 
his  experiment — Medlar  is  roasted  by 
Banter  at  the  ordinary^^he  old  gentle^ 
man's  advice  to  me, 

Bbino  as  willing  to  drop  the  theme,  as  he 
to  propose  it,  I  accompanied  him  thither, 
where  we  found  Mr  Medlar  and  Dr  Wagtail 
disputing  upon  the  word  custard,  which  the 
physician  affirmed  should  be  spelled  with  a 
g,  because  it  was  derived  from  the  Latin 
word  gustflre, — "to  taste."  But  Medlar 
pleaded  custom  in  behalf  of  c,  observing,  that, 
by  the  doctor's  rule,  we  ought  to  change 
pudding  into  budding,  because  it  is  derived 
from  the  French  word  boudin;  and  in  that 
case,  why  not  retain  the  original  orthography 
and  pronunciation  of  all  tne  foreign  words 
we  have  adopted ;  by  which  means  our  lan- 
guage would  become  a  dissonant  jargon,  with- 
out standard  or  propriety  ?  The  controversy 
was  referred  to  us;  and  Banter,  notwith- 
standing his  real  opinion  to  the  contrary, 
decided  it  in  favour  of  Wagtail:  upon  which 
the  peevish  annuitant  arose,  and  uttering  the 
monosyllable  "  Pish !"  with  great  emphasis, 
removed  to  another  table. 

We  then  inquired  of  the  doctor  what  pro- 
gpress  he  had  made  in  the  experiment  of  dis- 
tilling tinder  water;  and  he  told  us  he  had 
been  at  all  the  glass-houses  about  town,  but 
could  find  nobody  who  would  undertake  to 
blow  a  retort  large  enough  to  hold  the  third 
part  of  the  quantity  prescribed ;  but  he  in- 
tended to  try  the  process  on  as  much  as 
would  produce  five  drops,  which  would  be 
sufficient  to  prove  the  specific,  and  then  he 
would  make  it  a  parliamentar}r  affair :  that  he 
had  already  purchased  a  considerable  weight 
of  rags,  in  reducing  which  to  tinder,  he  mid 
met  with  a  misfortune,  which  had  obliged 
him  to  change  his  lodgings ;  for  he  had  ga- 
thered them  in  a  heap  on  the  floor,  and  set 
fire  to  them  with  a  candle,  on  the  supposition 
that  the  boards  would  sustain  no  damage, 
because  it  is  the  nature  of  flame  to  ascend ; 
but  by  some  very  extraordinary  accident 
the  wood  was  invaded,  and  began  to  blaze 
with  great  violence,  which  disordered  him 
so  much,  that  he  had  not  presence  of  mind 
enough  to  call  for  assistance,  and  the  whole 
house  must  have  been  consumed,  with  him 
in  the  midst  of  it,  had  not  the  smoke,  that 
rolled  out  of  the  windows  in  clouds,  alarmed 
the  neighbourhood,  and  brought  people  to 
his  succour ;  that  he  had  lost  a  pair  of  black 
velvet  breeches  and  a  tie-wig  in  the  hurry, 
h^ides  the  expense  of  the  ragB,  which  were 
IPtadered  useless  by  the  water  used  to  quench 
the  flamet  and  the  damage  of  the  floor,  which 


he  was  compelled  to  xepair.  That  his  land- 
lord,  believuig  him  di^racted,  had  insisted 
on  his  quitting  his  apartment  at  a  minute's 
warning,  and  he  was  put  to  incredible  incon- 
'venience ;  but  now  he  was  settled  in  a  very 
comfortable  house,  and  had  the  use  of  a  large 
paved  yard  for  preparing  his  tinder :  so  tlmt 
he  hoped  in  a  very  short  time  to  reap  the 
firuits  of  his  labour. 

After  having  congratulated  the  doctor  on 
his  prospect,  and  read  the  papers,  we  re- 
paired to  an  auction  of  pictures,  where  we 
entertained  ourselves  an  hour  or  two.  From 
thence  we  adjourned  to  the  Mall,  and,  after 
two  or  three  turns,  went  back  to  dinner. 
Banter  assuring  us,  that  he  intended  to  roast 
Medlar  at  the  ordinary  ;  and  indeed  we  were 
no  sooner  seated,  than  the  cynic  began  to 
execute  his  purpose,  by  telling  the  old  gen- 
tleman, that  he  looked  extremely  well,  con- 
sidering  the  little  sleep  he  had  enjoyed*  last 
night.  To  this  compliment  Medlar  made  no 
reply,  but  by  a  stare  accompanied  with  a  sig- 
nificant grin ; — and  Banter  went  on  thus : — 
'<  I  don't  know  whether  most  to  admire  the 
charity  of  your  mind,  or  the  vigour  of  your 
body.  Upon  my  soul,  Mr  Medlar,  you  do 
generous  things  with  the  best  taste  of  any 
man  I  know :  you  extend  your  compassion 
to  real  objects,  and  exact  only  such  returns 
as  they  are  capable  of  making.  You  must 
know,  gentlemen,"  (said  he  turning  to  the 
company)  ''  I  had  been  up  most  part  of  the 
night  with  a  friend  who  is  ill  of  a  fever,  and 
on  mv  return  home  this  momin?  chanced  to 
pass  bv  a  gin-shop  still  open,  whence  issued 
a  confused  sound  of  mirth  and  jollity :  upon 
which  I  popped  in  my  head,  and  perceived 
Mr  Medlar  dancing  bare-headed  in  the  midst 
of  ten  or  twenty  ragged  hunters,  who  re- 
joiced at  his  expense.  But  indeed,  Mr  Med- 
lar, you  ought  not  to  sacrifice  your  consti- 
tution to  your  benevolence.  Consider  you 
grow  old  apace ;  and  therefore  have  a  reve- 
rend care  of  your  health,  which  must  cer- 
tainly be  veiy  much  impaired  by  these  noc- 
turnal expeditions."  The  testy  senior  could 
no  longer  contain  himself,  but  cried  hastily, 
<"Ti8  well  known  that  ^our  tonsfue  is  no 
slander."  "  I  think,"  said  the  other, «'  you 
might  spare  that  observation,  as  you  are 
very  sensible,  that  my  tongue  hath  done  you 
signal  service  on  many  occasions.  You  may 
remember,  that  when  you  made  your  address- 
es to  the  fat  widow,  who  kept  a  public 
house  at  Islington,  there  was  a  report  spread 
very  much  to  the  prejudice  of  your  manhood, 
which  coming  to  the  ears  of  your  mistress, 
you  were  discarded  immediately,  and  I  brought 
matters  to  a  reconciliation,  by  assuring  her 
you  had  three  bastards  at  nurse  in  the  coun- 
try :  how  you  ruined  your  own  affiiir  after- 
wards, it  is  neither  my  business  nor  inclina- 
tion  to  relate."  This  anecdote,  which  had 
no  other  foundation  than  in  Banter^s  own 
invention,  afforded  a  good  deal  of  mirth  to 
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(Bvery  bod?  present,  and  provoked  Mr  Med- 
lar MyoDd  all  aoflferaiice ;  00  that  he  started 
up  in  a  mighty  paaaion,  and,  ibivettmg  thai 
hi8  mbath  was  full,  bespatterea  those  who 
sat  next  to  him,  while  he  discharged  his  in« 

'  dignation  in  a  voUey  of  oaths,  and  called 
i£iter  insignificant  puppy^  impertinent  jack- 
anapes, and  a  hundred  such  appellations; 
telling  the  company,  he  had  invented  these 
false  malicious  aspersions,  because  he  would 
not  lend  him  money  to  squander  aw^y  upon 
rooks  and  whores.  '*A  very  likely  story 
(said  Banter),  that  I  should  attempt  to  bor- 
row money  of  a  man  who  is  obliged  to  prac- 
tise a  thousand  shifts  to  make  his  weekly 

•  allowance  hold  out  till  Saturday's  night. 
Sometimes  he  sleeps  ibur-and-twenty  hours 
at  a  stretch,  by  which  means  he  saves  three 
meals  besides  coffeehouse  expense.  Some- 
times he  is  fain  to  put  up  with  bread  and 
cheese  and  small  beer  for  dinner ;  atfd  some- 
times he  regales  on  two  penny  worth  of  ox- 
cheek.  in  a  cellar."  "  You  are  a  lyinff  mis- 
creant," cried  Medlar,  in  an  ecstasy  of  rage, 
**  I  can  always  command  money  enough  to 
pay  your  tailor's  bill,  which  I  am  sure  is  no 
trifle ;  and  I  have  a  good  mind  to  give  you  a 
convincing  proof  of  my  circumstances,  by 
prosecuting  you  for  defamation,  sirrah."  By 
this  time  the  violence  of  his  wrath  had  de- 
prived him  of  his  appetite,  and  he  sat  silent, 

■  unable  to  swallow  one  mouthful,  while  his 
tormentor  enjoyed  his  mortification,  and  in- 
creased his  chagrin,  by  advising  him  to  lay 
in  plentifully  for  his  next  day's  fast. 

Dinner  being  ended,  we  came  down  stairs . 
to  the  coffeeroom,  and  Banter  went  awav  to 
keep  an  appointment,  saving  he  supposea  he 
should  see  Wagtail  and  me  in  the  evening 
at  the  Bedford  coffeehouse.  He  was  no 
sooner  gone,  than  the  old  gentleman  took 
me  aside,  and  said  he  was  sorrv  to  see  me 
so  intimate  with  that  fellow,  who  was  one 
of  the  most  graceless  rakes  about  town,  and 
had  already  wasted  a  good  estate  and  con- 
stitution upon  harlots ;  that  he  had  been  the 
ruin  of  many  a  young  man,  by  introducing 
them  into  debauched  compaiiy,  and  setting 
a  lewd  example  of  all  manner  of  wicked- 
ness ;  and  that,  unless  I  was  on  my  guard, 
he  would  strip  me  in  a  short  time  both  of  my 
money  and  reputation.  I  thanked  him  for 
his  information,  and  promised  to  conduct 
myself  accordingly,  wishing,  however,  his 
caution  bad  been  a  few  hours  more  early,  by 
which  means  I  might  have  saved  five  guineas. 
Notwithstanding  this  intelligence,  I  was  in- 
clinable to  impute  some  part  of  the  charge 
to  Mbdlar's  revenge  for  the  liberties  taken 
with  him  at  dinner ;  and,  therefore,  as  soon 
as  I  could  disengage  myself,  applied  to  Wag- 
tail for  his  opinion  of  the  character  in  ques- 
tion; resolved  to  compare  their  accounts, 
allowing  for  the  prejudice  of  each,  and  to 
form  my  judgment  upon  both,  without  adhe- 
ring strictly  to  either.    The  doctor  assured 


me,  that  he  was  a  very  pretty  gentleman  of 
family  and  fortune ;  a  scholar,  a  wit,  a  critici 
and  perfectly  well  acquainted,  with  the  town ; 
that  his  honour  and  courage  were  unqaes- 
tionable,  though  some  extravagances  he  had 
been  guilty  of,  and  his  talent  for  satire,  had 
procured  him  enemies,  and  made  ^ome  peo- 
ple shy  of  his  acquaintance.  From  these 
different  sketches,  I  concluded  that  Buter 
was  a  young  fellow  of  some  parts,  ^ho  had 
spent  his  fortune,  but  retained  his  appetites, 
and  &]len  out  with  the  world,  because  he 
could  not  enjoy  it  to  his  wish. 

I  went  to  the  Bedford  coffeehouse  in  the 
evening,  where  I  met  my  friends,  from 
thence  proceeded  to  the  play,  and  afterwards 
carried  them  home  to  n^  lodgings,  where 
we  supped  in  great  good  humour. 


CHAPTER  XLIX. 

/  receive  a  challenge — the  consequenee$  of 
it — the  quarrel  being  made  up,  am  put  m 
arrest,  by  the  care  and  affection  of  Strap 
^"but  immediately  released  upon  explain^ 
ing  my  affair — the  behaviour  of  Mr 
Oregan  and  his  two  friends — I  visit  JMTc- 
linda,  whom  I  divert  with  an  account  of 
the  duel — propose  marriage — she  refers 
the  matter  to  her  mother,  0/  whom  I  make 
a  solemn  demand  of  her  daughter — the 
old  lady's  behaviour^-I  am  £scarded-^ 
resent  their  disdain. 

Whbh  I  was  ready  to  go  abroad  next  day. 
Strap  brought  me  a  letter.  To  Mr  Random, 
Esq.  Those — ^which,  upon  opening,  I  found 
contained  a  challenge,  conceived  in  these 
very  extraordinary  terms : 

**  Sir, — Whereas  I  am  informed  that  you 
make  love  to  Miss  Melinda  (xoosetrap— This 
is  to  let  you  know  that  she  is  under  promise 
of  marriage  to  me ;  and  that  I  am  at  this 
present  waiting  at  the  back  of  Mdntague- 
nouse,  with  a  pair  of  good  pistols  in  my  hand ; 
and  if  you  will  keep^our  appointment,  I  will 
make  your  tongue  confess  (after  the  breath  is 
out  of  your  body)  that  you  do  not  deserve 
her  as  well  as,  yours,  &c. 

•*  RoiTRK  OrEOAN." 

I  guessed,  from  the  style  and  subscription 
of  this  billet,  that  my  rival  was  a  true  Mile- 
sian, and  was  not  a  little  uneasy  at  the  con- 
tents, especially  that  part  in  which  he  assei^ 
ted  his  right  to  my  mistress  by  promise,  a 
circumstance  I  did  not  know  how  to  recon- 
cile to  her  good  sense  and  penetration. 
However,  this  was  no  time  for  me  to  decline 
the  defiance,  because  the  success  of  my  ad- 
dresses might,  in  a  great  measure,  depend 
upon  my  tehavionr  in  that  affair.  I  there- 
fore immediately  loaded  my  pistols,  and  be- 
took myself  in  a  hackney-coach  to  the  place 
appointed,  where  I  found  a  tail  raw-boned 
man,  with  a  hard  leaturedxountenance,  and 
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Mack  bushy  beard,  walking  by  himself,  wrap- 
ped up  in  a  shabby  great-coat,  over  which 
his  own  hair  descended  in  a  leathern  ffieue 
from  his  head,  that  was  covered   with  a 
greasy  hat  trimmed  with  a  tarnished  point 
d^Espt^rne.    He  no  sooner  perceivea   me 
advancm^,  than  he  pulled  a  pistol  from  his 
bosom,  and  presenting  it  at  me,  snapped  it 
without  the   least   preamble.    Alarmed    at 
this  rude  salutation,  I  made  a  stand ;  and 
before  he  could  adiust  his  other  piece,  fired 
one    of  mine  at  him,  without  doing  any 
damage.     By  this  time  he  was  ready  with 
his  second,  that  flashed  in  the  pan  without 
going  off :  upon  which  he  called  with  a  true 
Tipperary  cadence, — "  Fire  away,  honey," 
and  be^n  to  hammer  his  flint  with  great  de- 
liberation.   But  I  Was  resolved  to  make  use 
of  the   advantage    fortune  had  given  me ; 
and  therefore  stepped  up,  without  throwing 
away  my  Are,  desiring  him  to  ask  his  life,  or 
prepare  for  another  world;   but  this  stout 
Hibernian  refused  to  condescend,  and  com- 
plained bitterly  of  my  having  quitted  my 
ground  before  he  could  return  my  shot ;  say- 
ing, I  ought  to  go  back  to  my  station,  and  let 
him  have  an  equal  chance  with  me.    I  en- 
deavoured to  persuade  him  that  I  had  given 
him  a  double  chance  already ;  and  it  was  my 
business  to  prevent  him  from   enjoying  a 
third  ;*— but  now,  since  I  had  an  opportunity, 
I  demanded  a  parley,  and  desired  to  know 
his  condition,  and  reason  for  calling  me  to 
the  field,  who,  to  the  best  of  my  remembrance, 
far  from  having  done  him  any  injury,  had 
never  before  seen   him.    He  told  me  that 
he  was  a  gentleman  of  fortune,  who  had 
spent  all  he  had,  and  hearing  that  Melinda 
had  got  ten  thousand  pounds,  he  intended 
to  make    himself  master  of  that  sum  by 
espousing  her,  and  was  determined,  in  an 
honourable  way,  to  cut  the  throats  of  all 
those    who    stood    between   him    and    his 
hopes.    I  then  demanded  to  know  the  foun- 
dation -of  his  hopes ;  and,  now,  that  I  had 
seen  him,  being  more  and  more  astonished 
at  the  circumstance  of  the  ^l^romise,  desired 
that  he  would  explain  that  mystery  ;  he  eave 
me  to  understand  that  he  trusted  entirely  to 
his  birth  and  personal  merit;  that  he  had 
fluently  written  to  Melinda,  setting  forth 
his  claim  and  pretensions,  but  she  was  never 
kind  enough  to  send  an  answer,  or  even  to 
admit  him  into  her  presence ;  and  that  the 
promise  he  mentioned  in  his  letter  was  made 
oy  his  friend  Mr  Grahagan,  who  assured  him, 
that  no -woman  could  resist  a  man  of  his  ap- 
pearance.   I  could  not  forbear  laughing  to 
excess  at  the  simplicity  of  my  rival,  who  did 
not  seem  to  relish  my  mirth,  Dut  began  to  be 
yeiy  serious :  upon  which  I  endeavoured  to 
appease  him,  by  giving  him  my  word  of  ho- 
nour, that,  far  from  prejudicing  his  addresses 
to  the  lady,  I  would  represent  him  to  her  in 
the  most  favourable  light. I  could  with  any 
regard  to  truth ;  but  he  must  not  be  surprised 

4M*       • 


if  she  should  remain  blind  to  his  deserts,  for 
nothing  was  more  capricious  than  a  woman's 
mind,  and  the  aflection  of  that  sex  was  sel- 
dom purchased  with  virtue  alone.  That  my 
declaration  mii^ht  have  the  better  effect,  I 
took  notice  of  his  dishabille ;  and  professing 
sorrow  at  seeing  a  gentleman  reduced,  slip- 
ped two  guineas  into  his  hand :  at  sight  of 
which  he  threw  away  his  pistols,  and  hug- 

fing  me  in  his  arms,  cried, — "Arrah,  by 
asus  now,  you  are  the  best  friend  I  have  met 
with  these  seven  long  years."  When  I  had 
suffered  some  minutes  in  his  embrace,  he 
quitted  me,  and  picking  up  his  rusty  arms, 
wished  the  devil  might  burn  him,  if  ever  he 
should  give  me  any  further  trouble  about 
womankind. 

The  quarrel  being  thus  amicably  com* 
posed,  I  begged  leave  to  look  at  his  pistols, 
which  I  found  so  crazy  and  so'  foul,  that  I 
believe  ilwas  happy  for  him  neither  of  them 
was  discharged,  for  one  of  them  would  cer- 
tainly have  split  in  the  going  off,  and  he 
would,  in  all  probability,  have  lost  his  hand 
in  the  explosion  ;  but  what  gave  me  a  lively 
idea  of  the  man's  character,  was  to  find,  upon 
examination,  that  one  of  them  had  been 
loaded  without  being  primed,  and  the  other 
primed  without  a  charge. 

While  we  walked  home  together,  I  ex- 
pressed a  desire  of  knowing  my  new  friend's 
history :  and  he  informed  me  of  his  having 
servea  in  the  German  army  as  a  volunteer 
against  the  Turks ;  that,  for  his  behaviour  at 
the  siege  of  Belgrade,  he  had  been  honoured 
with  an  ensign's  commission,  and  afterwards 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant,  in  which 
station  it  was  his  misfortune  to  affront  his 
captain,  who  challenged  him  to  the  field,  and 
was  killed  in  the  duel,  upon  which  he  was 
obliged  to  retreat : — that  he  had  been  in  £ng* 
land  some  years  soliciting  his  friends  for 
provision  in  the  British  army;  but  being 
hitherto  unsuccessful,  was  desired  by  Au 
Gahagan  to  turn  his  thoughts  to  matrimony, 
and  make  his  fortune  by  an  advantageous 
match :  in  consequence  of  which  adnce,  be 
had  made  up  to  Melinda,  and  having  heard, 
by  means  of  an  Irish  footman  in  the  family, 
that  I  was  her  chief  favourite,  had  called  me 
out,  in  hopes  of  removing,  by  my  death,  the 

greatest  obstruction  to  his  desires :  but  now 
e  was  convinced  of  my  honour  and  gener- 
osity, he  swore,  by  the  blessed  Viipn,  he 
would  think  of  her  no  more,  if  there  was  not 
another  woman  in  the  world.  As  a  farther 
proof  of  his  veracity,  which  I  did  not  at  all 
doubt,  he  opened  an  old  iron  snuff-bo]^,  and 
pulled  out  his  commission  in  the  imperial 
army,  and  his  captain's  challen^  which  he 
preserved  as  testimonials  of  his  character. 
I  was  so  well  convinced  of  this  poor  man's 
honesty  and  courage,  that  I  detemined  to 
speak  m  his  behalf  to  some  of  my  acquaint- 
ance, who  might  recommend  his  case  to  the 
consideration  of  those  who  could  provide  for 
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him ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  to  accommodate 
him  with  a  few  clothes,  hv  which  his  appear- 
ance would  be  much  menaed,  and  himiBelf  en- 
abled to  renew  his  solicitations  in  person. 

As  we  walked  along,  conversing  socially 
together,  we  were  met  by  a  file  of  musketeers, 
and  Strap  at  their  head,  who  no  sponer  ap- 
proached, than,  with  a  frantic  look,  he  cried, 
•— "  Seize  them ! — ^in  the  name  of  God !  seize 
them."  We  were  accordingly  surrounded, 
and  I  put  in  arrest  by  the  corporal,  who  was 
commanding  officer:  but  Captain  Oregan 
disengaged  himself,  and  ran  with  such  speed 
towaras  Tottenham-court  road,  that  he  was 
out  of  si^ht  in  a  moment.  When  my  arms 
were  delivered  up,  and  myself  secured,  Stn^ 
became  a  little  more  composed,  and  asked 
pardon  for  the  liberty  he  had  taken,  which 
ne  hoped  I  would  excuse,  as  it  proceeded 
firom  his  affection.  He  then  told  me,  that, 
suspecting  the  letter  (which  by  the  |)ye  was 
brought  by  the  author  himself)  contained 
something  extraordinary,  he  had  peeped 
through  uie  key-hole,  and  seen  me  load  my 
pistols ;  upon  which  he  ran  down  to  White- 
hall, and  applied  to  the  officer  on  jSfuard  for  a 
party  to  put  me  in  arrest :  but  before  he  re- 
turned, I  was  gone  in  a  coa4:h ;  that  he  had 
inquir^  which  way  I  went,  and  havinfi^  heard 
that  duels  were  commonly  fought  at  the  back 
of  Montague  house,  he  conducted  the  guard 
to  this  place,  where  he  thanked  God  for  hav- 
ing found  me  safe  and  sound.  I  ga^ve  him  to 
understand  that  I  forgave  his  omcious  con- 
cern  for  once,  but  cautioned  him,  in  pretty 
severe  terms,  for  making  me  the  subject  of 
idle  conversation  for  the  future ;  then,  tum^ 
ing  to  the  corporal,  thanked  him  for  his  care, 
and  gave  him  a  crown  to  drink  with  his  men, 
assuring  him  that  the  rencontre  was  over 
long  before  he  came  up,  and  every  thing 
compromised,  as  he  might  have  observed  by 
our  behaviour ;  as  a  fkrther  proof  of  which 
he  would  find,  upon  examination,  that  one  of 
my  pistols  had  been  discharged ;  but  this  civil 
person,  without  giving  himself  or  me  any 
further  trouble,  received  the  bounty  with  a 
thousand  bows  and  acknowledgements,  and 
returning  the  pistols,  released  me  imme- 
diately. 

He  was  not  gone  a  hundred  yards,  when 
my  friend  Oregan  came  up,  in  order  to  rescue 
me,  with  two  tatterdemalions,  whom  he  had 
encaged  for  that  purpose  about  the  purlieus 
of  Sl'^iles's :  one  of  them  was  armed  with 
a  musket  that  wanted  a  lock,  and  another 
with  a  rusty  broad-sword;  but  their  dress 
surpassed  all  description.  When  he  un- 
derstood I  was  already  fVee,  he  made  an 
apology  for  his  abrupt  departure,  and  intro- 
duced me  to  his  twp  companions ;  first,  to 
counsellor  Fitz-clabber,  who,  he  told  me,  was 
then  employed  in  compiling[  a  history  of  the 
kings  of  Monster,  from  Irish  manuscripts; 
andthen  to  his  friend  Mr  Gahagan,  who  was 
a  profound  philosopher  and  politician,  and  had 


projected  many  excellent  schemes  for  the 
good  of  his  country.  But  it  seems  these 
uterati  had  been  ver^  ill  rewarded  for  their 
ingenious  labours;  n)r  between  them  both 
there  was  but  one  shirt  and  half  a  pair  of 
breeches.  I  thanked  them  very  kindly  for 
their  readiness  to  assist  me,  and  having  of* 
fered  my  service  in  my  turn,  bade  them  good 
morrow,  desiring  Oregan  to  accompany  me 
to  my  lodgings,  where  he  was  fitted  with 
decent  cloues  firom  my  wardrobe,  so  much 
to  his  satisfaction,  that  he  swore  eternal  grati- 
tude and  friendship  to  roe,  and,  at  my  re- 
quest, recounted  all  the  adventures  of  his 
life. 

In  the  afternoon  I  waited  on  Melinda,  who 
received  me  with  great  kindness  and  famili- 
arity, and  laughed  excessively  at  my  adven- 
ture with  the  Irishman,  to  whose  wishes 
she  was  no  stranger,  having  more  than  a 
dozen  letters  in  her  possession,  which  he 
had  wrote  to  her  on  the  subject  of  love, 
and  which,  for  my  entertainment,  she  sub- 
mitted to  my  perusal.  Having  made  our- 
selves merry  at  the  expense  of  this  poor 
admirer,  I  seized  the  opportunity  of  her  mo- 
ther's going  out  of  the  room,  and  introduced 
my  own  passion,  which  I  recommended  to 
her  with  all  the  ardour  and  eloquence  I  was 
master  of.  I  flattered,  sighed,  swore,  en- 
treated, and  acted  a  thousand  extravagan- 
cies, in  hopes  of  making  some  impression  on 
her  heart ;  but  she  heard  every  thing  I  said 
without  discovering  the  least  emotion ;  and 
other  company  came  in  before  she  would 
vouchsafe  one  serious  reply.  After  tea,  the 
cards  were  brought  in,  according  to  custom, 
and  it  was  my  good  fortune  to  have  Melinda 
for  my  partner ;  by  which  means,  instead  of 
losing,  I  came  off  with  five  guineas  clear  gain. 

I  soon  became  acquainted  with  a  good 
many  people  of  fashion,*  and  spent  my  time 
in  the  modish  diversions  of  the  town,  such  as 
plays,  operas,  masquerades,  drums,  assem- 
blies, and  puppet-shows ;  chiefly  in  compa- 
ny with  Melinda,  whom  I  cultivated  with  all 
the  ea^mess  and  address  that  my  prospect 
could  inspire,  or  my  education  afford:  I 
spared  neither  my  person  nor  my  purse  to 
putify  her  vanity  and  pride  :  my  rivals  were 
intimidated,  and  indeea  outshone ;  and,  after 
all,  I  began  to  fear  that  the  dear  creature 
had  not  a  heart  to  lose.  At  last,  finding  my- 
self unable  to  support  the  expense  of  this 
amour  much  longer,  I  was  determined  to 
bring  the  matter  to  a  crisis ;  and  one  even- 
ing, while  we  were  together  by  ourselves, 
complained  of  her  indifference,  described  the 
tortures  of  suspense  to  a  love-sick  mind,  and 
pressed  her  to  disclose  her  sentiments  of 
matrimony  and  me,  with  such  earnestness, 
that  she  could  not,  with  all  her  art,  shift  the 
subject,  but  was  obliged  to  come  to  an  ec- 
laircissement.  She  told  me  with  a  careleaa 
air,  that  she  had  no  objection  to  my  person» 
and,  if  I  could  satisfy  her  mother  in  other 
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particulars,  I  should  not  find  her  averse  to 
the  match ;  but  she  was  resolved  to  do  no- 
thin^f  in  such  a  momentous  concern  without 
the  advice  and  consent  of  her  parent.  This 
was  no  very  agreeable  declaration  to  me, 
whose  aim  had  been  to  win  her  inclination 
first,  and  then  secure  my  conquest  by  tf  pri- 
vate marriage,  to  which  I  flattered  myself  she 
would  express  no  reluctance.  That  I  might 
not,  however,  desert  my  cause  before  it  was 
desperate,  I  Waited  on  her  mother,  and  with 
great  formality  demanded  the  daughter  in 
marriage.  The  good  lady,  who  was  a  very 
notable  woman,  behaved  with  great  state 
and  civility ;  thanked  me  for  the  honour  I 
intended  her  family ;  and  said,  she  did  not 
doubt  that  I  was  in  all  respects  qualified 
to  make  a  woman  happy ;  but  it  concerned 
her,  as  a  parent  anxious  about  the  welfare  of 
her  child,  to  inquire  into  the  particulars  of  my 
fortune,  and  know  what  settlement  I  propo- 
sed to  make.  To  this  intimation,  which 
would  have  utterly  disconcerted  me  if  I  had 
not  expected  it,  I  replied,  without  hesitation, 
that,  though  my  fortune  was  very  small,  I 
was  a  gentleman  by  birth  and  education, 
would  maintain  her  daughter  in  the  sphere  of 
a  gentlewoman,  and  settle  her  own  dowry 
on  her  and  her  heirs  for  ever.  This  careful 
matron  did  not  seem  to  relish  my  proposal, 
but  observed,  with  a  demure  countenance, 
that  there' was  no  necessity  for  settling  that 
upon  her  child  which  was  her  own  already  : 
however,  if  I  pleased,  her  lawyer  should  con- 
fer with  mine  upon  the  matter ;  and,  in  the 
mean  time,  she  desired  I  would  favour  her 
with  the  perusal  of  my  rent-roll.  Notwith- 
standing the  vexation  I  was  under,  I  could 
scarce  forbear  laughing  in  her  face,  at  the 
mention  of  my  rent-roll,  which  was,  indeed, 
a  severe  piece  of  satire  upon  my  pretensions. 
I  frankly  owned  I  had  no  landed  estate ;  and 
told  her,  that  I  could  not  exactly  specify  the 
sum  I  was  master  of,  until  I  had  regulated 
my  afllairs,  which  were  at  present  in  some 
disorder ;  but  that  I  would  take  an  opportu- 
nity of  satisfying  her  on  that  head  very  soon. 
It  was  not  long  before  I  took  my  leave,  and 
returned  to  my  lodgings  in  a  very  melan- 
choly mood,  persui^ed  that  I  had  nothing 
more  to  expect  from  that  quarter.  I  was 
confirmed  in  this  opinion  next  day,  when  I 
went  back  with  a  view  of  explaining  myself 
more  fully  to  the  old  gentlewoman ;  and  was 

*  told  by  the  footman  that  his  ladies  were  not 
at  home,  al^ongh  I  had  seen  Melinda  through 
the  blinds  at  a  parlour  window,  as  I  went  up 
to  the  door.  Incensed  at  this  afifront,  I  quit- 
ted the  door,  without  saying  one  word,  and 
as  I  repassed  the  parlour,  bowed  to  miss,  who 
still  remained  in  the  same  situation,  securely 
screened,  as  she  thought,  from  my  view. 

^  This  diisappointment  gave  me  more  unea- 
siness cm  Strap's  account  than  my  own  ;  for 
1  was  in  no  danger  of  dying  for  love  of  Me- 
linda ;  on  the  (ontrary,  the  remembrance  of 


my  charming  Narcissa  was  a  continnal  check 
upon  my  conscience,  during  the  whole 
course  of  my  addresses ;  and  perhaps  con- 
tributed to  the  bad  success  of  my  scheme,  by 
controlling  my  raptures,  and  condemning 
my  design. 

There  was  a  necessity  for  informing  my 
companion  of  every  thing  that  happened  to 
me,  and  I  performed  this  piece  of  duty  in  an 
afifected  passion,  swearing  I  would  be  his 
pack-horse  no  longer,  and  desiring  him  to 
take  the  management  of  his  afiairs  into  his 
own  hands.  This  finesse  had  the  desired 
effect:  for,  instead  of  grumbling  over  my 
miscarriage,  Strap  was  frightened  at  the 
passion  I  feigned,  and  begged  me,  for  the 
love  of  God,  to  be  appeased;  observing, 
that  although  we  had  suffered  a  great  loss, 
it  was  not  irreparable ;  and  if  fortune  frown- 
ed to-day,  she  might,  perhaps,  smile  to-mor- 
row. I  pretended  to  acquiesce  in  his  re- 
marks, praise  his  equanimity,  and  promise  to 
improve  by  misfortune.  He,  on  the  other 
hand,  pretended  to  be  perfectly  well  satisfi- 
ed with  my  conduct,  and  conjured  me  to  fol- 
low the  dictates  of  my  own  reflection  ;  but, 
in  spite  of  all  his  afl^ctation,  I  could  per- 
ceive '  his  inward  aflliction,  and  his  visage 
sensibly  increased  in  longitude  firom  that 
day. 


CHAPTER  L. 

/  long  to  be  revenged  on  Melinda — apply 
to  Banter  for  kis  assistance — he  contrives 
a  scheme  for  that  purpose,  which  is  put 
in  execution  with  great  success — /  make 
an  attempt  on  the  heart  of  Miss  Gripe 
well,  hut  am  disappointed— grow  melm- 
choly,  and  have  recourse  to  the  botttt^t^ 
receive  a  billet-drnx — am  ravished  with 
the  contents— ^nd  myself  involved  in  an 
intrigue,  which  I  imagined  would  make 
my  fortune — am  confounded  at  my  mif- 
take,  which  banishes  all  thoughts  of  ma* 
trimony. 

In  the  mean  time,  my  attention  was  wholly 
engrossed  in  search  of  another  mistress,  and 
the  desire  of  being  revenged  on  Melinda; 
in  both  which  schemes  I  was  very  much 
assisted  by  Billy  Chatter,  who  was  such  a  « 
necessary  creature  among  the  ladies,  that  JA 
all  private  dances  he  enga^d  the  men.  To 
him,  therefore,  I  applied,  desiring  he  woiid 
introduce  me  to  a  partner  of  some  figure  at 
the  next  private  assembly,  for  the  sake  of  a 
frolic,  the  intention  of  which  I  would 
afterwards  communicate.  Billy,  who  had 
heard  something  of  a  difibrence  between' 
Melinda  and  me,  immediately  smoked  part 
of  my  desigrn,  and,  thinking  I  only  wanted  to 
alarm  her  jealousy  a  little,  promised  to 
gratify  my  desire,  by  matching  me  with  a 
partner  worth  thirty  thousand  pounds,  whom 
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the  ladies  of  this  end  of  the  town  had  lately 
taken  under  their  management  and  protec- 
tion. Upon  further  inquirVf  I  found  this 
person's  name  was  Miss  Biddy  Gripewell ; 
that  her  father,  who  had  been  a  pawnbroker, 
died  intestate,  by  which  means  all  his 
substance  descended  to  his  daughter,  who 
was  so  little  a  &vourite,  that,  could  the  old 
man  have  prevailed  with  his  own  rapacious 
disposition  to  part  with  as  much  money  as 
would  have  paid  the  expense  of  a  will,>  she 
would  not  have  inherited  a  sixth  part  of  his 
fortune :  That,  during  his  life,  far  from  being 
educated  in  a  way  suitable  to  such  great 
expectations,  she  was  obliged  to  live  l^e  a 
servant  wench,  and  do  Uie  most  menial 
offices  in  the  family ;  but  his  funeral  was  no 
sooner  performed,  than  she  assumed  the  fine 
lady,  and  found  so  many  people  of  both  sexes 
to  flatter,  caress,  and  instruct  her,  that,  for 
want  of  discretion  and  experience,  she  was 
grown  insufferably  vain  and  arrogant,  and 
pretended  to  no  less  than  a  duke  or  earl  at 
least  for  a  husband:  That  she  had  the 
misfortune  to  be  neglected  by  the  English 
quality,  but  a  certain  poor  Scottish  lord  was 
then  making  interest  to  be  introduced  to  her 
acquaintance:  in  the  mean  thne,  she  had 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  a  notable  lady,  who 
*  hul  already  disposed  of  her  to  a  lieutenant 
of  foot,  a  distant  relation  of  her  ladyship, 
though  miss  as  yet  knew  nothing  of  the 
affair:  And,  lastly,  that,  if  I  proposed  to 
dance  with  her,  I  must  give  him  leave  to 
represent  me  as  a  knight  or  foreign  count  at 
least.  I  was  ravished  at  this  piece  of 
information,  and  consented,  for  one  night,  to 
personate  a  French  marquis^  that  I  might  the 
^       easier  fulfil  mv  revenge. 

Having  made  the  appointment  with  Chat- 
ter, I  went  to  Banter's  lodgings,  as  I  had  by 
this  time  conceived  a  great  opinion  of  his 
penetration  and  knowledge^;  and,  afler  I  had 
enjoined  secrecy,  told  him  every  circumstance 
of  my  disgrace  with  Melinda,  and  imparted 
the  plan  I  had  projected  to  mortify  that 
proud  coquette,  desiring  his  advice  m  im- 
proving, and  assistance  in  executing,  the 
scheme.  Nothing  could  be  more  agreeable 
to  his  misanthropical  temper  than  an  account 
'  of  her  behaviour  and  my  resentment.  He 
applauded  my  resolution,  and  proposed  that 
I  should  not  only  provide  myself  with  a 
proper  partner,  but  also  procure  such  an  one 
fi)r  Miss  Goosetrap  as  should  infallibly  entail 
upon  her  the  ridicule  of  all  her  acquaintance. 
For  this  purpose  he  mentioned  his  barber, 
\iho,  he  said,  was  an  exceedinj^ly  ^reat 
coxcomb,  lately  come  from  Pans,  whose 
absurd  affectation  and  grimace  would  easily 
'pass  upon  her  for  Che  sprightly  politesse  of  a 

gentleman  improved  by  travel.  I  hugged 
im  for  this  hint;  and  he  assured  me,  it 
would  be  no  difficult  matter  to  make  him 
believe  thai  Melinda,  having  seen  him  by 
accident,  was  captivated  by  his  appearance, 


and  longed  for  his  acquaintance.  He 
actually  engaged  him  on  this  pretence,  and 
painted  his  good  fortune  in  such  colours,  that 
the  poor  shaver  was  quite  beside  himself 
with  joy.  He  was  immediately  ntted  with  a 
tawdry  suit  of  clothes  belonging  to  Banter, 
and 'by  him  reconmiended  to  Chatter  as  a 
very  pretty  fellow  just  returned  from  his 
travels.  Mr  Billy,  who  acted  as  gentleman 
usher  to  a  great  many  of  the  fair  sex  in  and 
about  town,  undertook  at  once  to  bespeak 
Melinda  in  his  behalf;  and  every  thing 
happened  according  to  my  wish. 

At  the  time  appointed,  I  appeared  dressed 
to  the  best  advantage  ;  and,  in  the  character 
of  marquis,  had  the  honour  of  opening  the 
ball  with  the  rich  heiress,  who  attracted  the 
eyes  of  the  whole  company  by  the  prodigious 
number  of  jewels  with  which  she  was  adorned. 
Among  others,  I  perceived  Melinda,  who 
could  no  more  conceal  her  envy  than  aston- 
ishment at  my  success.  Her  curiosity  was 
still  more  flagrant  and  tormenting,  for  she 
had  never  seen  Miss  Gripewell  before  ;  and 
Chatter,  who  alone  could  give  her  any  sa- 
tisfaction on  that  head,  was  engaged  in  con- 
versation at  the  other  end  of  the  room.  I 
observed  her  impatience,  and  exulted  in  her 
chagrin  ;  and,  afler  my  partner  was  seated, 
took  the  opportunity  of  passing  by  her  to  make 
a  slight  bow  without  stopping ;  which  com- 
pleted my  triumph  and  her  indignation.  She 
changed  colour,  bridled  up,  assumed  an  air 
of  disdain,  and  flirted  her  fan  with  such  a  fury, 
that  it  went  to  pieces  in  a  moment,  to  the 
no  small  entertainment  of  those  who  sat 
near  and  observed  her. 

At  length  the  metamorphosed  barber  took 
her  out,  and  acted  his  part  with  such  ridicu- 
lous extravagance,  that  the  mirth  of  the  whole 
company  was  excited  at  his  expense,  and 
his  partner  so  much  ashamed, — ^that,  before 
the  country-dances  began,  she  retired  in 
great  confusion,  under  pretence  of  being 
taken  suddei\]y  ill,  and  was  followed  b^  her 
gallant,  whd,  no  doubt,  imagined  her  mdis- 
position  was  nothing  but  love ;  and  laid  hold 
of  the  occasion  of  conducting  her  home,  to 
comfort  her,  with  an  assurance  of  his  enter, 
taining  a  reciprocal  passion.  They  were  no 
sooner  gone,  than  an  inquisitive  whisper  of^ — 
*<Whois  hel"  ran  round  the  room;  and  Chat- 
ter could  give  no  other  intelligence  about 
him,  than  that  he  was  a  man  of  fortune  just 
returned  flrom  his  travels.  I,  who  alone  was  * 
acquainted  With  his  real  quality,  afibcted 
ignorance,  well  knowing  that  female  curi- 
osity would  not  rest  satisfied  with  such  a 
general  account,  and  that  the  discovery 
would  proceed  with  a  better  grace  from  any 
body  than  me. 

Meanwhile,  I  was  tempted  by  th^  richness 
of  the  prize  to  practise  upon  Miss  Gripe- 
well's  heart,  but  soon  Ibund  it  too  well  for- 
tified with  pride  and  indifierence  to  jrield  to 
any  efforts  in  my  own  character ;  and  I  nei- 
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ther  would,  nor  could  preserve  the  title  I  had 
borrowed  longer  than  that  ni^t. 

As  I  expected,  every  thing  came  to  light 
next  day.  The  barber,  in  pure  simplicity  of 
hearty  detected  himself  to  Melinda,  and  dis- 
covered the  foundation  of  his  hopes :  she 
sickened  at  the  affVont,  and  was  ashamed  to 
show  her  &ce  in  public  for  many  weeks 
slier  this  accident.  Poor  Chatter  found  it 
impossible  to  justify  himself  to  her  satis- 
faction ;  was  m  utter  disgrace  with  Miss 
Gripewell,  for  having  imposed  me  upon  her 
Its  a  nobleman,  and  suffered  very  much  in 
his  character  and  influence  among  the  ladies 
in  general. 

Finding  mv  finances  diminished  more  than 
one  half,  and  my  project  as  little  advanced 
as  on  the  first  day  of  my  arrival  in  town, 
f  began  to  despair  of  success,  and  grew 
melancholy  at  the  prospect  of  approaching 
want  To  dispel  the  horrors  of  this  fiend, 
I  had  recourse  to  the  bottle,  and  kept  more 
company  than  ever.  I  became  particularly 
attachea  to  the  playhouse,  conversed  with 
the  actors  behind  the  scenes,  grew  acquaint- 
ed with  a  body  of  templars,  and  in  a  short 
time  commenced  a  professed  wit  and  critic. 
Indeed,  I  may  say  without  vanity,  that  I  was 
much  better  qualified  than  any  one  of  my 
companions,  who  were,  generally  speaking, 
of  all  the  creatures  I  ever  conversed  with,  the 
most  ignorant  and  assuming.  By  means  of 
these  avocations,  I  got  the  better  of  care ; 
and  learned  to  separate  my  ideas  in  such 
a  manner,  that,  whenever  I  was  attacked  by 
a  gloomy  reflection,  I  could  shove  it  aside, 
and  call  in  some  agreeable  reverie  to  my 
assistance.  This  was  not  the  case  with 
Strap,  who  practised  a  thousand  shifts  to 
conceal  the  sorrow  that  preyed  upon  his 
carcass,  and  reduced  him  to  the  resemblance 
of  a  mere  skeleton. 

While  I  thus  posted  in  a  thoughtless  man- 
ner  towards  poverty,  I  one  day  received,  by 
the  penny-post,  a  letter,  written  in  a  wo- 
man's hand,  containing  a  great  many  high- 
flown  compliments,  warm  protestations  of 
love,  couched  in  a  very  poetical  style,  an 
earnest  desire  of  knowing  whether  or  not 
my  heart  was  engaged,  by  leavingan  answer 
at  a  certain  place,  directed  to  R.13.,  and  the 
whole  subscribed — "  Your  incognita."  I  was 
transported  with  joy  on  reading  the  contents 
of  this  billet-doux,  which  I  admired  as  a  mas- 
terpiece of  tenderness  and  elegance,  and 
was  already  up  to  the  ears  in  love  with  the 
author,  whom  my  imagination  represented 
as  a  lady  of  fortune  in  the  bloom  of  youth 
and  beauty.  Elevated  with  this  conjecture, 
I  went  to  work,  and  exhausted  my  invention 
in  composing  an  answer  suitable  to  the  sub- 
limity of  her  style,  and  the  ardour  of  her 
sentiments.  I  expressed  my  admiration  of 
her  wit  in  terms  the  most  hyperbolical ;  and 
while  I  acknowledged  myself  unworthy  of 
her  regard,  declared  myself  enamoured  of 


her  understanding ;  and,  in  the  most  pathetic 
manner,  implored  the  honour  of  an  interview. 
Having  finished  this  performance,  and  com- 
municated it  to  Strap, — who  skipped  about  for 
joy,— rl  despatched  him  with  it  to  the  place  ap- 
pointed, which  was  the  house  of  a  milliner 
not  j^  firom  Bond-street;  and  desired  him  to 
keep  watch  near  the  door  for  some  time, 
that  he  might  discover  the  person  who  should 
call  for  it.  In  less  than  an  hour  he  returned 
with  a  joyful  countenance,  and  told  me,  that, 
soon  after  he  had  delivered  the  letter,  a 
chairman  was  called,  to  whom  it  was  given, 
with  directions  to  carry  it  to  the  house  of  a 
rich  gentleman  in  the  neighbourhood,  whither 
he  (Strap)  followed  him,  and  saw  it  put  into 
the  hands  of  a  waiting- woman,  who  paid 
the  messenger  and  shut  the  door  :  that  upon 
an  inquiry  at  an  alehouse  hard  by,  where  he 
called  for  a  pint  of  beer,  he  understood  the 
gentleman  to  whom  the  house  belonged  had 
an  only  daughter,  very  handsome,  who  would 
inherit  his  whole  estate,  and  who  certainly 
was  the  author  of  the  billet  I  had  received. 
I  was  of  the  same  opinion ;  and  hugging  my- 
self  in  the  happy  prospect,  dressed  immedi- 
ately, and  passed  m  great  state  by  the  house 
that  contained  my  unknown  admirer.  Nor 
was  my  vanity  disappointed  :  for  I  perceive^ 
a  beautiful  young  creature  standing  at  one 
of  the  windows  of  the  dining-room,  who, 
I  imagined,  observed  me  with  more  than 
common  curiosity.  That  I  might  indulge 
her  view,  and  at  the  same  time  feast  my 
own,  I  affected  to  stop,  and  gave  orders  to 
Strap,  in  the  street,  just  opposite  to  her  sta- 
tion :  by  which  means  1  had  an  opportunity 
of  seeing  her  more  distinctly,  and  of  congra- 
tulating myself  on  having  made  a  conquest 
of  so  much  perfection,  in  a  few  minutes 
she  retired,  and  I  betook  myself  to  the  ordi- 
nary, in  a  rapture  of  hope, — which  deprived 
me  of  appetite  for  that  meal,  and  sent  me 
home  in  the  evening  to  indulge  my  contem- 
plation. 

Early  next  day  I  was  favoured  with  an- 
other epistle  from  my  unknown  charmer, — 
signifying  her  unutterable  joy  at  the  receipt 
of  mine,  which,  while  it  made  a  tender  of 
my  heart,  convinced  her  of  the  value  of  it. 
Above  all  things,  she  professed  extreme 
pleasure  in  finding  me  so  much  attached  to 
her  understanding,  a  circumstance  that  not 
only  flattered  her  in  the  most  sensible  part, 
but  at  the  same  time  anrued  my  own  sagacity. 
As  for  the  interview  I  desired,  she  assured 
me,  that  I  could  not  be  more  eager  for  such 
an  occasion  than  she :  but  she  must  not  only 
sacrifice  a  little  more  to  decorum,  but  be 
satisfied  of  my  honourable  intentions,  before 
she  would  grant  that  request :  meanwhile, 
she  gave  me  to  understand,  that  although 
she  might  owe  some  deference  to  the  opinion 
of  certain  persons,  she  was  resolved,  in  an 
aflkir  that  so  nearly  coneenied  her  happi- 
ness, to  consult  her  own  'inclination,  pa^r* 
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ablv  to  the  advice  of  the  whole  worid :  espe- 
cially as  she  was  ui^ged  to  such  condescension 
by  no  consideration  of  fortune, — ^what  she 
depended  upon  being  her  own  without  re- 
striction or  controul.  Struck  with  admira- 
tion at  the  philosophy  and  self-denial  of  my 
mistress,  who  seemed  insensible  of  the  beauty 
she  possessed,  and,  in  particular,  ravished 
with  that  piece  of  intelligence,  by  which  I 
learned  her  fortune  was  independent,  I  resu- 
med the  pen,  launched  out  into  encomiums 
,  on  the  dignity  of  her  sentiments,  affected  to 
undervalue  the  charms  of  external  beauty, 
pretended  to  ground  my  passion  on  the  qua- 
lities of  her  mind,  complained  of  her  rigour 
in  sacrificing  my  repose  to  an  over-scrupu- 
lous regard  to  decorum,  and  declared  the  pu- 
rity  of  my  designs  in  the  most  solemn  and 
pathetic  vows.  This  performance  being 
sealed  and  directed,  was  sent  to  the  place 
appointed,  by  Strap,  who,  that  we  might  be 
still  the  more  confirmed  in  our  belief,  re- 
newed  his  watch,  and  in  a  little  time  brought 
back  the  same  information  as  before, — ^with 
this  addition,  that  Miss  Sparkle  (the  name 
of  my  correspondent)  looking  out  at  the  win- 
dow, no  sooner  saw  the  messenger  arrive, 
than  she  shut  the  casement  in  a  sort  of  beau- 
tifiil  confusion,  and  disappeared,  eager,  no 
doubt,  to  hear  from  the  dear  object  of  her  love. 
My  doubts  now  vanished,  the  long-ex- 
pected port  appeared,  and  I  looked  upon 
myself  as  perfectly  secure  of  that  happiness 
I  bad  been  in  quest  of  so  long.  After  dinner 
I  sauntered,  in  company  wiUi  Dr  Wagtail, 
to  that  part  of  the  town  in  which  ray  inam- 
orata lived  ;  and  as  he  was  a  mere  register, 
inquired  of  him  into  the  name,  character, 
and  fortune  of  every  body  who  possessed  a 
good  house  in  the  streets  through  which  we 

red  :  when  it  came  to  his  turn  to  mention 
John  Sparkle,  he  represented  him  as  a 
man  of  an  immense  estate,  and  narrow  dis- 
position, who  mewed  up  his  only  child,  a 
fine  young  lady,  from  the  conversation  of 
mankind,  under  the  strict  watch  and  in- 
spection of  an  old  governante,  who  was 
either  so  honest,  envious,  or  insatiable,  that 
nobody  had  been,  as  yet,  able  to  make  her  a 
friend  or  get  access  to  her  charge,  though 
numbers  attempted  it  every  day  ;  not  so 
much  on  account  of  her  expectations  from 
her  father,  who,  being  a  widower,  might 
marry  again  and  have  sons,  as  for  a  fortune 
of  twelve  thousand  pounds  left  her  by  an 
uncle,  of  which  she  could  not  be  deprived. 
This  piece  of  news  exactly  tallying  with  the 
last  part  of  the  letter  I  had  been  honoured 
with  in  the  morning,  had  such  an  effect  on 
me,  that  any  man,  except  Wa^ail,  ipi^ht  have 
observed  niy  emotion ;  but  his  attention  was 
too  much  engrossed  by  the  contemplation  of 
his  own  importance,  to  suffer  him  to  be 
affected  with  the  deportment  of  any  other 
body,  unless  it  happened  to  be  so  particular 
that.he  could  not  help  taking  notice  of  it. 


When  I  had  disengaged  myself  from  him« 
whose  conversation  grew  insipid  to  me,  I 
went  home  and  made  Strap  acquainted  with 
the  fruit  of  my  researches.  This  &ithfiil 
squire  was  almost  choked  with  transports, 
and  even  wept  with  joy ; — but  whether  on 
account  of  himself  or  me,  I  shall  not  pretend 
to  determine.  Next  day  a  third  billet-doux 
was  brought  to  me,  containing  many  ex- 
pressions of  tenderness,  mingled  with  some 
doubts  about  the  artifice  of  man,  the  incon«> 
Btancy  of  youth,  and  the  jealousy  often  at- 
tending the  most  sincere  passion ;  withal 
desiring  I  would  excuse  her,  if  she  should 
try  me  a  little  longer,  before  she  declared 
herself  beyond  the  power  of  retracting. 
These  interesting  scruples  added  fuel  to  my 
flame,  and  impatience  to  my  hope.  I  re- 
doubled my  complaints  of  her  indifference^ 
and  pressed  her  to  an  assignation  with  such 
fervid  entreaties,  that,  in  a  lew  days,  she  con- 
sented to  meet  me  at  the  house  of  that 
milliner  who  had  forwarded  all  my  letters. 
During  the  interval  between  the  date  of  her 
promise  and  the  hour  of  appointment,  my 
pride  soared  beyond  all  reason  and  descrip- 
tion ;  I  lost  all  remembrance  of  the  ffentle 
Narcissa,  and  my  thoughts  were  wholly  em- 
ployed in  planning  triumphs  over  the  malice 
and  contempt  of  the  world. 

At  length  the  happy  hour  arrived.  I  flew 
to  the  place  of  rendezvous,  and  was  con- 
ducted mto  an  apartment,  where  I  had  not 
waited  ten  minutes,  when  I  heard  the  mst- 
ling  of  silk  and  the  sound  of  feet  ascending 
the  stairs :  my  heart  took  the  alarm  and  beat 
quick,  my  cheeks  glowed,  my  nerves  thrilled, 
and  my  knees  shook  with  ecstasy.  '  I  per- 
ceived the  door  opening,  saw  a  gold  brocade 
petticoat  advance,  and  sprung  forward  to 
embrace  my  charmer.  Heaven  and  earth  ! 
how  shall  I  paint  my  situation,  when  I  found 
Miss  Sparkle  converted  into  a  wrinkled  hag 
turned  of  seventy !  I  was  struck  dumb  with 
amazement,  and  petrified  with  horror.  This 
ancient  Urganda  perceived  my  disorder,  and 
approaching  with  a  languishing  air,  seized 
my  hand,  asking,  in  a  squeaking  tone,  if  I 
was  indisposed.  Her  monstrous  affectation 
completed  the  disgust  I  had  conceived  for 
her  at  first  appearance ;  and  it  was  a  lonff 
time  before  I  could  command  myself  so  much 
as  to  behave  with  common  civility  :  at 
length,  however,  I  recollected  myself,  and 
pronounced  an  apology  for  my  behaviour, 
which,  I  said,  proceeded  from  a  dizziness 
that  seized  me  all  of  a  sudden.  My  hoary 
Dulcinea,  who,  no  doubt,  had  been  alarmed 
at  my  confiision,  no  sooner  learned  the  cause 
to  which  I  now  ascribed  it,  than  she  disoo- 
vored  her  joy  in  a  thousand  amorous  coquet- 
ries, and  assumed  the  sprightly  airs  of  a  giri 
of  sixteen.  One  while  she  ogled  me  with  her 
dim  eyes  quenched  in  rheum ;  then,  as  if  she 
was  ashamed  of  that  freedom,  she  affected 
to  look  down,  blush,  and  play  with  her  fan ; 
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then  toss  her  head,  that  I  might  not  perceive 
a  palsj  that  shook  it,  ask  some  childish  ques- 
tions with  a  lisping  accent,  giggle  and  grin 
with  her  mouth  shut,  to  conceu  the  rava^ 
of  time  upon  her  teeth,  leer  upon  me  again, 
sigh  piteously,  fling  herself  about  in  her 
chair  to  show  her  agility,  and  act  a  great 
many  more  absurdities  that  youth  and  beauty 
can  alone  excuse.  Shocked  as  I  was  at  my 
disappointment,  my  disposition  was  incapa- 
ble of  afironting  any  person  who  loved  me  ; 
I  therefore  endeavoured  to  put  a  good  face 
•  on  the  matter  for  the  present,  resolving  to 
drop  the  whole  affair  as  soon  as  I  should 
get  clear  of  her  company :  with  this  view  I 
uttered  some  civil  thmgs,  and,  in  particular, 
desired  to  know  the  name  of  the  ladv  who 
had  honoured  me  so  much.  She  told  me 
her  name  was  Withers ;  that  she  lived  with 
Sir  John  Sparkle  in  quality  of  governess  to 
his  only  daughter,  in  which  situation-she  had 
picked  up  a  comfortable  sufficiency  to  make 
her  easy  for  life ;  that  she  had  the  pleasure 
of  seeing  me  at  church,  where  my  appearance 
and  deportment  made  such  an  impression  upon 
her  heart,  that'she  could  enjoy  no  ease  till  she 
had  inquired  into  my  character,  which  she 
found  so  amiable  in  all  respects,  that  she 
yielded  to  the  violence  of  her  inclination,  and 
ventured  to  declare  her  passion,  with  too  little 
regard,  perhaps,  to  the  decorum  of  her  sex : 
but  she  hopea  I  would  forgive  a  trespass,  of 
which  I  myself  was,  in  some  measure,  the 
cause ;  and  impute  her  intrusion  to  the  irre- 
sistible dictates  of  love.  No  decayed  rake 
ever  swallowed  a  bolus  with  more  reluctance 
than  I  felt  in  making  a  reply  suitable  to  this 
compliment,  when,  instead  of  the  jewel,  I 
found  the  crazy  casket  only  in  my  power ; 
and  yet  my  hopes  began  to  revive  a  little 
when  I  considered  that,  by  carrying  on  the 
appearance  of  an  intrigue  with  the  duenna, 
I  might  possibly  obtain  access  to  her  charge. 
Encouraged  by  this  suggestion,  my  tem- 
per ffrew  more  serene,  my  reserve  wore  off, 
1  talked  en  cavaliert  and  even  made  love  to 
this  antiquated  coquette,  who  seemed  ex- 
tremely happy  in  her  adorer,  and  spread  all 
her  allurements  to  make  her  imagined  con- 
quest more  secure.  The  good  woman  of  the 
house  treated  us  with  tea  and  sweetmeats, 
and  afterwards  withdrew,  like  a  civil  expe- 
rienced  matron  as  she  was.  Left  thus  to 
our  mutual  endearments.  Miss  Withers  (for 
she  was  still  a  maiden)  began  to  talk  of  inatri- 
mony,  and  expressed  so  much  impatience 
in  all  her  behaviour,  that  had  she  been  fift^ 
years  younger,  I  mi^ht  possibly  have  grati- 
fied her  longing  without  having  recourse 
to  the  church:  but  this  step  my  virtue  as 
well  as  interest  forbade.  When  tlie  inclina- 
tions  of  an  old  maid  settle  npon  a  young  fel- 
low, he  is  persetuted  with  her  addresses; 
but' should  be  once  grant  her  the  favour,  he 
will  never  be  able  to  disentangle  himself 
from  her  importunities  and  reproaches.    It 


was  my  business  to  defer  the  oeremonv  as 
long  as  possible,  under  the  most  specious 
pretences,  with  a  view  of  becoming  acquaint- 
ed  with  Miss  Sparkle  in  the  mean  time ;  and 
I  did  not  despair  of  success,  when  I  considered, 
that,  in  the  course  of  our  correspondence,  I 
should  in  all  probability  be  invited  to  visit  my 
mistress  in  her  own  apartment,  and  by  these 
means  have  an  opportunity  of  conversing 
with  her  charming  ward.  Pleased  with  this 
prospect,  my  heait  dilated  with  joy,  I  talked 
in  raptures  to  the  stale  govemante,  and 
kissed  her  shrivelled  hand  with  great  devo- 
tion  ;  she  was  so  much  transporteid  with  her 
good  fortune,  that  she  could  not  contain  her 
ecstasy,  but  flew  upon  roe  like  a  tigress,  and 
pressed  her  skinny  lips  to  mine,  when  (as  it 
was  no  doubt  concerted  by  her  evil  genius)  a 
dose  of  garlic  she  had  swallowed  that  mom- 
ing,  to  dispel  wind  I  suppose,  began  to 
operate  with  such  a  sudden  explosion,  that 
human  nature,  circumstanced  as  I  was, 
could  not  endure  the  shock  with  any  degree 
of  temper.  I  lost  all  patience  and  reflection, 
flung  away  from  her  m  an  instant,  snatched 
my  hat  and  cane,  and  ran  down  stairs  as  if 
the  devil  had  me  in  pursuit,  and  could  scarce 
restrain  the  convulsion  of  my  bowels,  which 
were  grievously  offended  by  the  perfume  that 
assaulted  me.  Strap,  who  waited  my  return 
with  impatience,  seeing  me  arrive  in  the 
utmost  disorder,  stood  motionless  with  ap- 
prehensiout  and  dnnt  not  inquire  into  the 
cause. 

After  I  had  washed  my  mouth  more  than 
once,  and  recruited  my  spirits  with  a  glass 
of  wine,  I  recounted  to  him  every  particular 
of  what  had  happened;  to  which  he  made  no 
other  reply  for  some  time,  than  lifting  up  his 
eyes,  clasping  his  hands,  and  utterin|^  a 
hollow  groaiu  At  length  he  observed,  m  a 
melancholy  tone,  that  it  was  a  thousand 
pities  my  oiftans  were  so  delicate  as  to  be 
offended  wi&  the  smell  of  garlic : — ^  Ah ! 
God  help  us,"  said  he,  "  'tis  not  the  steams  of 
garlic,  no,  nor  of  something  else,  that,  would 
give  me  the  least  uneasiness^ee  what  it  is 
to  be  a  cobbler's  son."  I  replied  hastily,— • 
"  I  wish  then  you  would  go  and  retrieve  my 
miscarriage."  At  this  suggestion  he  started, 
forced  a  smile,  and  left  the  room,  shaking  his 
head.  Whether  the  old  gentlewoman  re- 
sented my  abrupt  departure  so  much  that  her 
love  changed  into  disdain,  or  was  ashamed 
to  see  me  on  account  of  her  infirmity,  I  know 
not,  but  I  was  never  troubled  again  with  her 
passion. 


CHAPTER  LI. 

/    cultivate    an    acquaintance   with    two 
noblemen — am  introduced  to  Earl  Struts" 
weU — his  kind  promises  and  invitation'^ 
the  behaviour  of  his  porter  and  lacquey — 
he  receives  me  with  an  appearance  of 
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tmeommoft  affection  undertakes  to  speak 
in  mv  behalf  to  the  minister''''4n/orms 
me  of  his  success,  and  wishes  tnej^ — 
introdttces  a  conversation  about  retro- 
nius  Arbiter'^faUs  in  love  Ufith  my  watch, 
which  I  press  upon  himr^I  make  a  present 
of  a  diamond  ring  to  Lord  Straddle — 
impart  nny  good  fortune  to  Strap  and 
Banter,  toho  distiuses  me,  to  my  utter 
mortification. 

Baffled  hitherto  in  my  matrimonial  schemes, 
I  began  to  question  my  talents  for  the  science 
of  fortune  hunting,  and  to  bend  mv  thoughts 
towards  some  employment  under  the  govern- 
ment ;  with  the  view  of  procuring  which,  I 
cultivated  the  acquaintance  of  Lord  Straddle 
and  Swillpot,  whose  fathers  were  men  of 
interest  at  cottrL  I  found  these  youn^ 
noblemen  as  open  to  mv  advances  as  I  could 
desire ;  I  accompanied  them  in  their  midnight 
rambles,  and  often  dined  with  them  at 
taverns,  where  I  had  the  honour  of  paying  the 
leckoniiig. 

I  one  day  took  the  opportunity,  while  I 
was  loaded  with  protestations  of  friendship, 
to  disclose  my  desire  of  being  settled  m 
some  sinecure,  and  to  solicit  their  influence 
in  my  behalf.  Swillpot,  squeezing  my  hand, 
said  I  might,  depend  upon  his  service  by 
Gr— .  The  other  swore  that  no  man  would 
be  more  proud  than  he  to  run  my  errands. 
Encouraged  by  these  declarations,  1  ventured 
to  express  an  inclination  to  be  introduced  to 
their  fathers,  who  were  able  to  do  my 
business  at  once.  Swillpot  frankly  owned 
he  had  not  spoke  to  his  father  these  three 
years;  and  Straddle  assured  me  his  fiither 
having  lately  disobliged  the  minister  by 
subscribing  his  name  to  a  protest  in  the 
house  of  peers,  was  thereby  rendered  incapa- 
ble of  serving  his  jfnends  at  present ;  but  he 
undertook  to  make  me  acquainted  with  Earl 
Strutwell,  who  was  hand  and  glove  with  a 
certain  pef«on  who  ruled  the  roast.  This 
offer  I  embraced  with  many  acknowledge- 
ments, and  plied  him  so  closely,  in  spite  of 
a  thousand  evasions,  that  he  found  himself 
under  a  necessity  of  keeping  his  word,  and 
actually  carried  me  to  the  levee  of  this  great 
man,  where  he  left  me  in  a  crowd  of  feUow- 
dependents,  and  was  ushered  to  a  particular 
closet  audience;  from  whence  in  a  few 
minutes  he  returned  with  his  lordship,  who 
took  me  by  the  hand,  assured  me  he  would 
do  me  all  the  service  he  could,  and  desired 
to  see  me  often.  I  was  Charmed  with  my 
reception ;  and  although  I  had  heard  that  a 
courtier's  promise  is  not  to  be  depended 
upon,  I  thought  I  discovered  so  much  sweet- 
ness of  temper  and  candour  in  this  earl's 
countenance,  that  I  did  not  doubt  of  findinff 
my  account  in  his  protection.  I  resolved, 
therefore,  to  profit  by  this  permission,  and 
waited  on  him  next  audience  day,  when  I 
was  favoured  with  a  particular  smile,  squeeze 


of  the  hand,  and  a  whisper,  signifying  that 
he  wanted  half  an  hour's  conversation  with 
me  in  private,  when  he  should  be.  disengaged, 
and  for  that  purpose  desired  me  to  come  and 
drink  a  dish  of  chocolate  with  him  to  morrow 
morning.  This  invitation,  which  did  not  a 
little  flatter  my  vanity  and  expectation,  I 
took  care  to  observe,  and  went  to  his  lord- 
ship's house  at  the  time  appointed.  Having 
rapped  at  the  gate,  the  porter  unbolted  and 
kept  it  half  open,  placing  himself  in  the  gap, 
like  soldiers  in  a  breach,  to  dispute  my 
passage.  I  asked  if  his  lord  was  stirring  ? 
He  answered  with  a  surly  aspect, — ^*'No." 
"  At  what  hour  does  he  commonly  rise  ?" 
said  L  **  Sometimes  sooner,  sometimes 
later,"  said  he,  closing  the  door  upon  me  by 
degrees.  I  then  told  him,  I  was  come  by  hie 
lordship's  own  appointment ;  to  which  inti- 
mation this  Cerberus  replied,—*^!  have 
received  no  orders  about  the  matter ;"  and 
was  upon  the  point  of  shutting  me  out,  when 
I  recollected  myself  all  of  a  sudden,  and 
slipping  a  crown  into  his  hands,  begged,  as  a 
favour,  that  he  would  inquire,  and  let  me 
know  whether  or  not  the  earl  Vas  up.  The 
grim  janitor  relented  at  the  touch  of  my 
money,  which  he  took  with  all  the  indifference 
of  a  tax-gatherer,  and  showed  me  into  a 
parlour,  where,  he  said,  I  mi^ht  amuse 
myself  till  such  time  as  his  lorcT  should  be 
awake.  I  had  not  sat  ten  minutes  in  this 
place  when  a  footman  entered,  and,  without 
speaking,  stared  at  me.  I  interpreted  this 
piece  of  his  behaviour  into, — "Pray,  sir, 
what  is  your  business  ?"  and  asked  the  same 
question  I  had  put  to  the  porter,  when  I 
accosted  him  first.  The  lacquey  made  the 
same  reply,  and  disappeared  before  I  could 
get  any  farther  intelligence.  In  a  little  time 
he  returned,  on  pretence  of  poking  the  fire, 
and  looked  at  me  again  with  great  earnest- 
ness ;  upon  which  1  began  to  perceive  his 
meaning,  and,  tipping  him  with  half-a-crown, 
desired  ne  would  be  so  good  as  to  fall  upon 
some  metfiod  of  letting  the  earl  know  that  I 
was  in  the  house.  He  made  a  low  bow, 
said, — "Yes,  sir,"  and  vanished.  This 
bounty  was  not  thrown  away,  for,  in  an 
instant,  he  came  back,  and  conducted  me  to 
a  chamber,  where  I  was  received  with  great 
kindness  and  familiarity  by  his  lordship, 
whom  I  found  just  risen,  in  his  morning 
gown  and  slippers.  After  breakfast  he 
entered  into  a  particular  conversation  with 
me  about  my  travels,  the  remarks  I  had 
made  abroad,  and  examined  me  to  the  full 
extent  of  my  understanding.  My  answers 
seemed  to  please  him  very  much;  he 
frequently  squeezed  my  hand,  and  looking 
at  me  with  a  singular  complacency  in  his 
coimtenance,  bade  me  depend  upon  his  ffood 
offices  with  the  minister  in  my  behidf.— 
"  Young  men  of  your  qualifications,"  saidhe» 
•<  ought  to  b(^  cherished  by  every  administra- 
tion.   For  my  own  part,  I  see  so  little  merit 
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in  the  world,  that  I  have  laid  it  down  as  a 
miLxim,  to  encourage  the  least  appearance 
of  genius  and  virtue  to  the  utmost  of  my 
power— :you  have  a  great  deal  of  both ;  and 
will  not  fail  of  making  a  figure  one  day,  if  I 
am  not  mistaken ;  but  you  must  lay  your 
account  of  mounting  by  gradual  steps  to  the 
summit  of  your  fortune.  Rome  was  not 
built  in  a  da^.  As  you  i^derstand  the 
languages  perfectly  well,  how  would  you  like 
to  cross  the  sea  as  secretary  to  an  embassy  ?" 
I  assured  his  lordship,  with  great  eagerness, 
that  nothing  could  be  more  agreeable  to  my 
inclination :  upon  which  he  bade  me  make 
myself  easy,  my  business  was  done,  for  he 
had  a  place  of  that  kind  in  his  view.  This 
piece  of  generosity  affected  me  so  much, 
that  I  was  unable  for  some  time  to  express 
my  gratitude,  which  at  length  broke  out  in 
acknowledfpements  of  my  own  unworthiness, 
and  encomiums  on  his  benevolence.  I  could 
not  even  help  shedding  tears  at  the  goodness 
of  this  noble  lord,  who  no  sooner  perceived 
them  than  he  caught  me  in  his  arms,  and 
hugged  and  kissed  me  with  a  seemingly 
paternal  affection.  Confounded  at  this  un- 
common instance  of  fondness  for  a  stranger, 
I  remained  a  few  moments  silent  and  asha- 
med, then  rose  and  took  my  leave,  after  he 
had  assured  me  that  he  would  speak  to  the 
minister  in  my  favour  that  very  day ;  and 
desired  that  I  would  not  for  the  future  give 
myself  the  trouble  of  attending  at  his  levee, 
but  come  at  the  same  hour  every  day  when 
he  should  be  at  leisure,  that  is,  three  times 
a-week. 

Thoug^  my  hopes  were  now  very  sanguine, 
I  determined  to  conceal  my  prospect  from 
every  body,  even  from  Strap,  until  I  should 
be  more  certain  of  success  ;  and,  in  the  mean 
time,  give  my  patron  no  respite  from  my 
solicitations.  When  I  renewed  my  visit,  I 
found  the  street  door  open  to  me,  as  if  by 
enchantment;  but,  in  ray  passage  towardis 
the  presence  room,  I  was  met  by  the  valet- 
de-chambre,  who  cast  some  furious  looks  at 
me,  the  meaning  of  which  I  could  not  com- 
prehend.  The  earl  saluted  me  at  entrance 
with  a  tender  embrace,  and  wished  me  joy  of 
his  success  with  the  premier,  who,  he  said, 
had  preferred  his  recommendation  to  that  of 
two  other  noblemen  very  urgent  in  behalf  of 
their  respective  friends,  and  absolutely  prom- 
ised that  I  should  go  to  a  certain  foreign 
court,  in  quality  of  secretary  to  an  ambassador 
and  plenipotentiary,  who  was  to  set  out  in  a 
few  weeks,  on  an  affair  of  vast  importance  to 
the  nation.  I  was  thunderstruck  with  my 
good  fortune,  and  could  make  no  other  reply, 
Qian  kneel,  and  attempt  to  kiss  my  benefac- 
tor's hand ;  which  submission  he  would  not 
permit,  but,  raisingr  me  up,  pressed  me  to  his 
Dreast  with  surprising  emotion,  and  told  me 
he  had  now  taken  upon  himself  the  care  of 
making  my  fortune.  What  enhanced  the 
value  of  the  benefit  still  the  more,  was  his 
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making  li^ht  of  the  favour,  and  shifting  the 
conversation  to  another  subject :  among  other 
topics  of  discourse,  that  of  the  belles  lettres 
was  introduced,  upon  which  his  lordship  held 
forth  with  ^at  taste  and  erudition,  and  dis« 
covered  an  mtimate  knowledge  of  the  authors 
of  antiquity. — "  Here's  a  book,"  said  he, 
taking  one  from  his  bosom,  "  written  with' 
great  elegance  and  spirit,  and  though  the 
subject  may  give  offence  to  some  narrow- 
minded  people,  the  author  will  always  be  held 
in  esteem  by  every  person  of  wit  and  learn- 
ing."   So  saying,  he  put  into  my  hand  Pe^ 
tronius  Arbiter,  and  asked  my  opinion  of 
his  wit  and  manner.    I  told  him,  that,  in  my 
opinion,  he  wrote  with  ^reat  ease  and  viva- 
city, but  was  withal  so  lewd  and  indecent, 
that  he  ought  to  find  no  quarter  or  protection 
amonff  people  of  morals  or  taste.     "  I  own," 
replied  the  earl,  *<  that  his  taste  in  love  is 
generally  decried,  and  indeed  condemned  by 
our  laws;  but  perhaps  that  may  be  more 
owing  to  prejudice  and  misapprehension, 
than  true  reason  and  deliberation.    The  best 
man  among  the  ancients  is  said  to  have  en- 
tertained that  passion ;  one  of  the  wisest  of 
their  legislators  has  permitted  the  indulgence 
of  it  in  his  commonwealth ;  the  most  cele- 
brated poets  have  not  scrupled  to  avow  it ; 
at  this  aay  it  prevails  not  only  over  all  the 
east,  but  m  most  parts  of  Europe ;  in  our  own 
country  it  gains  ground  apace,  and  in  all 
probability  will  become  in  a  short  time  a 
more  fashionable  vice  than  simple  fornica- 
tion.   Indeed,  there  is  something  to  be  said 
in  vindication  of  it ;  for,  notwithstanding  the 
severity  of  the  law  against  offenders  in  this 
way,  it  must  be  confessed  that  the  practice 
of  this  passion  is  unattended  with  that  curse 
and  burden  upon  society,  which  proceeds 
from  a  race  of  miserable  and  deserted  bas- 
tards, who  are  either  murdered  by  their 
parents,  deserted  to  the  utmost  want  and 
wretchedness,  or  bred  up  to  prey  upon  the 
commonwealth :  and  it  likewise  prevents  the 
debauchery  of  many  a  young  maiden,  and  the 
prostitution  of  honest  men's  wives ;  not  to 
mention  the  consideration  of  health,  which 
is  much  less  liable  to  be  impaired  in  the 
gratification  of  this  appetite,  than  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  common  venery,  which,  by  ruining 
the  constitutions  of  our  young  men,  has  pro- 
duced   a  puny  progeny,  that   degenerates 
from  generation  to  generation  :  nay,  I  have 
been  told,  that  there  is  another  motive,  per- 
haps more  powerful  than  all  these,  that  in- 
duces people  to  cultivate  this  inclination, 
namely  the  exquisite  pleasure  attendinj^  its 
success." 

From  this  discourse,  I  began  to  be  appre- 
hensive  that  his  lordship,  finding  I  had  trav- 
elled, was  afraid  I  might  have  ^en  Infected 
with  this  spurious  and  sordid  desire  abroad, 
and  took  this  method  of  sounding  my  senti- 
ments  on  the  subject.  Fired  at  this  supposed 
suspicion,  I  argued  against  it  with  great 
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waxmth,  as  an  appetite  unnatural,  absurd, 
and  of  pernicious  consequence ;  and  declared 
my  utter  detestation  and  abhorrence  of  it  in 
these  lines  of  the  satirist : 

Eternal  infamy  the  wretch  confound. 
Who  planted  first  that  vice  on  British  ground  ! 
A  vice  that,  'spite  of  Dense  and  nature,  reig^ns, 
And  poisons  genial  love,  and  manhood  stains. 

The  earl  smiled  at  my  indignation,  told 
me  he  was  glad  to  find  m^  opinion  of  the 
matter  so  conformable  to  his  own,  and  that 
what  he  had  advanced  was  only  to  provoke 
me  to  an  answer,  with  which  he  professed 
himself  perfectly  well  pleased. 

AHer  I  had  enjoyed  a  long  audience,  I 
happened  to  look  at  my  watch,  in  order  to 
regulate  my  motions  by  it ;  and  his  lordship 
observing  the  chased  case,  desired  to  see  the 
device,  and  examine  the  execution,  which  he 
approved  with  some  expressions  of  admira- 
tion. Considering  the  obligations  I  lay  under 
to  his  lordship,  I  thought  there  could  not  be 
a  fitter  opportunity  than  the  present  to  mani- 
fest  in  somQ  shape  my  gratitude ;  I  therefore 
begged  he  would  do  me  the  honour  to  accept 
of  we  watch,  as  a  small  testimony  of  the 
sense  I  had  of  his  lordship's  generosity ;  but 
be  refused  it  in  a  peremptory  manner,  and 
said  he  was  sorry  I  should  entertain  such  a 
mercenary  opinion  of  him ;  observing,  at  the 
same  time,  that  it  was  the  most  beautiful 
piece  of  workmanship  he  had  ever  seen,  and 
desiring  to  know  where  he  could  have  such 
another.  I  befirged  a  thousand  pardons  for 
the  freedom  I  nad  taken,  which  I  hoped  he 
would  impute  to  nothing  else  but  the  highest 
veneration  for  his  person ;  told  him,  that,  as 
it  came  to  my  hand  by  accident  in  France,  I 
could  give  him  no  mformation  about  the 
maker,  for  there  was  no  name  on  the  inside ; 
and  once  more  humbly  entreated  that  he 
would  indulge  me  so  far  as  to  use  it  for  my 
sake.  He  was  still  positive  in  refusing  it ; 
but  was  f»leased  to  thank  me  for  my  generous 
offer,  saying,  it  was  a  present  that  no  noble- 
man need  oe  ashamed  of  receiving ;  though 
he  was  resolved  to  show  his  disinterestedness 
with  regard  to  me,  for  whom  he  had  con- 
ceived a  particular  friendship ;  and  insisted 
(if  I  was  willing  to  part  with  the  watch)  upon 
knowing  what  it  had  cost,  that  he  might  at 
least  innemniiy  me,  by  refunding  the  money. 
On  the  other  hand,  I  assured  his  lordship, 
that  I  should  look  upon  it  as  an  uncommon 
mark  of  distinction,  if  he  would  take  it  with- 
out fiirther  question ;  and,  rather  than  disob- 
lige me,  he  was  at  last  persuaded  to  put  it 
in  his  pocket,  to  my  no  small  satisfaction, 
who  took  my  leave  immediately,  after  having 
received  a  kind  squeeze,  and  an  injunction 
to  depend  upon  his  promise. 

Buoyed  up  with  this  reception,  my  heart 
opened ;  I  gave  away  a  guinea  among  the 
lacaueys  who  escorted  me  to  the  door,  flew 
to  tne  lodgings  of  Lord  Straddle,  upon  whom 


I  forced  my  diamond  rin^,  as  an  acknowle^^[e« 
ment  for  the  great  service  he  had  done  me, 
and  from  thence  hied  me  home,  with  an  intent 
of  sharing  my  happiness  with  honest  Strap. 
I  determined,  however,  to  heighten  his  pleas- 
ure, by  depressing  his  spirits  at  first,  and 
then  bringing  in  the  good  news  with  double 
relish.     For  this  purpose,   I    affected    the 
appearance  of  disappointment  and  chagrin, 
and  told  him,  in  an  abrupt  manner,  that  f  had 
lost  my  watch  and  diamond.    Poor  Hugh, 
who  had  been  already  harassed  into  a  con- 
sumption  by  intelligence  of  this  sort,  no 
sooner  heard  these  words,  than,  unable  to 
contain  himself,  he  cried  with  distraction  in 
his  looks, — *  *  God  in  heaven  forbid  ! "    I  could 
cany  on  the  farce  no  longer,  but,  laughing  in 
his  face,  told  him  every  tiling  that  had  passed, 
as  above  recited.    His  features  were  imme- 
diately unbended,  and  the  transition  was  so 
affecting,  that  he  wept  for  joy,  called  my 
Lord  Strutwell  by  the  appellations  of  Jewel, 
Phoenix,  Rara  avis,  and  praised  God  that 
there  was  still  Some  virtue  left  araon^  our 
nobility.     Our  mutual  congratulations  being 
over,  we  ^ve  way  to  our  imagination,  and 
anticipated  our  happiness  by  prosecuting  our 
success  through  the  different  steps  of  pro- 
motion, till  I  arrived  at  the  rank  of  a  prime 
minister,  and  he  to  that  of  my  first  secretary. 
Intoxicated  with  these  ideas,  I  went  to 
the  ordinary,  where,  meeting  with  Banter,  I 
communicated  the  whole  affair  in  confidence 
to  him,  concluding  with  an  assurance  that  I 
would  do  him  all  the  service  in  my  power. 
He  heard  me  to  an  end  with  ^at  patience, 
then  regarding  me  a  good  while  with  a  look 
of  disdain,  pronounced, — "  So,  your  business 
is  done,  you  think  V*    "  As  good  as  done,  I 
believe,"  said  L     "  I'll  tell  you,"  replied  he, 
"what  will  do  it  still  more  effectually — a 
halter — *sdeath  !  if  I  had  been  such  a  gull  to 
two  such  scoundrels  as  Strutwell  and  Strad- 
dle, I  would  without  any  more  ado  tuck 
myself  up."    Shocked  at  this  exclamation, 
I  aesired  him,  with  some  confusion,  to  explain 
himself;  upon  which  he  gave  me  to  under- 
stand, that  Straddle  was  a  poor  contemptible 
wretch,  who  lived  by  borrowing,  and  pimping 
for  his  fellow  peers ;  that,  in  consequence  of 
this  last  capacity,  he  had  doubtless  introduced 
me  to  Strutwell,  who  was  so  notorious  for  a 
passion  for  his  own  sex,  that  he  was  amazed 
his  character  had  never  reached  my  ears; 
and  that,  fiir  from  being  able  to  obtain  for  me 
the  post  he  had  promised,  his  interest  at 
court  was  so  low,  that  he  could  scarce  pro- 
vide for  a  superannuafted  footman  once  a  year 
in  the  customs  or  excise: — that  it  was  a 
common  thing  for  him  to  amuse  strangers, 
whom  his  jackals  ran  down,  with  such  assu- 
rances and  caresses  as  he  had  bestowed  on 
me,  until  he  had  stripped  them  of  their  cash 
and  every  thinff  valiiablo  about  them — ^very 
often  of  their  chastity,  and  then  leave  them 
a  prey  to  want  and  infamy ; — ^that  he  allowed 
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his  servants  no  other  wages  than  that  part 
of  the  spoil  which  they  could  glean  by  their 
industry ;  and  the  whole  of  his  conduct  to- 
wards me  was  so  glarinj^r,  that  nobody  who 
knew  any  thing  of  mankind  could  have  been 
imposed  upon  by  his  insinuations. 

I  leave  the  reader  to  jud^e  how  I  relished 
this  piece  of  information,  which  precipitated 
me  from  the  most  exalted  pinnacle  of  hope 
to  the  lowest  abyss  of  despondence;  and 
well  nigh  determmed  me  to  take  Banter's 
advice,  and  finish  my  chagrin  with  a  halter. 
I  had  no  room  to  suspect  the  veracity  of  my 
friend,  because,  upon  recollection,  I  found 
every  circumstance  of  Strutwell's  behaviour 
ezactlv  tallying  with  the  character  he  had 
descrioed.  His  hugs,  embraces,  squeezes, 
and  eager  looks,  were  now  no  longer  a  xhys- 
teiy,  no  more  than  his  defence  of  Petronius, 
and  the  jealous  frown  of  his  valet-de-chambre, 
who,  it  seems,  had  been  the  favourite  pathic 
of  his  lord. 


CHAPTER  LIL 

/  attempt  to  recover  my  watch  and  jewel, 
but  to  no  purpose — resolve  to  revenge 
myself  on  StrutweU  by  my  importunity — 
am  reduced  to  my  last  guineor—obliged 
to  inform  Strap  of  my  necessity,  who  is 
almost  distracted  toith  the  news — but, 
nevertheless,  obliged  to  pawn  my  best 
sword  for  present  subsistence — that  small 
supply  being  exhausted,  I  am  almost 
stupified  with  my  misfortunes — go  to  the 
gaming  table  by  the  advice  of  Banter, 
and  corns  off  with  unexpected  success — 
Strap's  ecstasy — Mrs  Gawky  waits  upon 
me,  professes  remorse  for  her  perfidy, 
and  implores  my  assistance — /  do  myself 
a  piece  of  justice  by  her  means,  and  after^ 
wards  reconcile  her  to  her  father, 

I  WAS  60  confounded,  that  I  could  make  no 
reply  to  Banter,  who  reproached  me  with 
great  indignation  for  having  thrown  away 
upon  rascals  that  which,  had  it  been  converted 
into  ready  money,  would  have  supported  the 
rank  of  a  gentleman  for  some  months,  and 
enabled  me  at  the  same  time  to  oblige  my 
friends.  Stupified  as  I  was,  I  could  easily 
divine  the  source  of  his  concern,  but  sneaked 
awav  in  a  solitary  manner,  without  yielding 
the  least  answer  to  his  expostulations ;  and 
began  to  deliberate  with  myself  in  what 
manner  I  should  attempt  to  retrieve  the 
movables  I  had  so  foolishly  lost.  I  should 
have  thought  it  no  robbeiy  to  take  them  again 
by  force,  could  I  have  done  it  without  any 
danger  of  being  detected ;  but  as  I  could  have 
no  such  opportTjnity,  I  resolved  to  work  by 
finesse,  and  go  immediately  to  the  lodgings 
of  Straddle,  where  I  was  so  fortunate  as  to 
find  him.  ^  My  lord,"  said  I,  **  1  have  just 
now  recollected,  that  the  diamond  f  had  the 


honour  of  presenting  to  you  is  loosened  a 
little  in  the  socket  and  there  is  a  young  IWow 
iust  arrived  from  Paris*  who  is  reckoned  the 
best  jeweller  in  Europe;  I  knew  him  in 
France,  and,  if  your  lordship  will  give  me 
leave,  will  carry  the  ring  to  him  to  he  set  to 
rights."  His  lordship  was  not  to  be  cauffht 
in  this  snare ;  he  thanked  me  for  my  ofrer, 
and  told  me,  that,  having  himself  observed 
the  defect,  he  had  already  sent  it  to  his  own 
jeweller  to  be  mended.  And,  indeed,  by  tliis 
time,  I  believe  it  was  in  the  jeweller's  hands, 
though  not  in  order  to  be  mended,  for  it  stood 
in  need  of  no  alteration. 

Baulked  in  this  piece  of  politics,  I  cursed 
my  simplicity,  but  resolved  to  play  a  surer 

fme  with  the  earl,  which  I  thus  devised. . 
did  not  doubt  of  being  admitted  into  fami> 
liar  conversation  with  him  as  before,  and 
hoped,  by  some  means,  to  get  the  watch  into 
my  hana ;  and  then,  on  pretence  of  winding 
or  playing  with  it,  drop  it  on  the  floor,  when 
in  all  probability  tlie  fall  would  disorder  the 
works  so  as  to  stop  its  motion.  This  event 
would  furnish  me  with  an  opportunity  of  in- 
sisting upon  carrying  it  away  in  order  to  be 
repaired,  and  then  I  should  have  been  in  no 
hurry  to  bring  it  back.  What  pity  it  was  I , 
could  not  find  an  occasion  of  putting  this 
fine  scheme  in  execution !  When  I  went  to 
renew  my  visit  to  his  lordship,  my  access  to 
the  parlour  was  as  free  as  ever ;  but  after  I 
had  waited  some  time,  the  valet-de-chambre 
came  in  with  his  lordship's  compliments, 
and  a  desire  to  see  me  to-morrow  at  his 
levee,  he  being  at  present  so^much  indis- 
posed, that  he  could  not  see  company.  I 
interpreted  this  message  into  a  bad  omen, 
and  came  away  muttering  curses  against  his 
lordship's  politeness,  and  ready  to  go  to  loff- 

ferheads  with  myself  for  being  so  egregiously 
uped.  But  that  I  mifi^ht  have  some  satis- 
faction for  the  loss  I  had  sustained,  I  be- 
sieged him  closely  at  his  levee,  and  perse- 
cuted him  with  my  solicitations ;  not  without 
fiunt  hopes,  indeed,  X)f  reaping  aomething 
more  from  my  industry  than  the  bare  plea- 
sure of  making  him  uneasy ;  though  I  could 
never  obtain  another  private  heanng  during 
the  whole  course  of  mv  attendance :  neither 
had  I  resolution  enough  to  undeceive  Strap, 
whose  looks  in  a  litUe  time  were  so  whet- 
ted with  impatience,  that,  whenever  I  came 
home,  his  eyes  devoured  me,  as  it  were,  with 
eagerness  of  attention.  At  length,  however, 
finding  myself  reduced  to  my  last  guinea, 
I  was  compelled  to  disclose  my  necessity, 
though  I  endeavoured  to  sweeten  the  disco- 
very by  rehearsing  to  him  the  daily  assu- 
rances I  received  from  my  patron.  But 
these  promises  were  not  of  efiicacy  sufficient 
to  support  the  spirits  of  my  friend,  who  no 
sooner  understood  the  lowness  of  my  finan- 
ces, than,  uttering  a  dreadfUl  groan,  he  ex- 
claimed,— <*  In  the  name  of  6<^,  what  shall 
we  do  1"    In  order  tu  comfort  him,  I  said. 
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that  many  of  my  acquaintance,  who  were  in 
a  wone  condition  than  we,  supported,  not- 
withstanding, the  charafter  of  gentlemen  ; 
and  advising  him  to  thank  God  Uiat  we  had 
as  yet  incurred  no  debt,  proposed  he  should 
pawn  my  sword  of  steel  inlaid  with  gold,  and 
trust  to  my  discretion  for  the  rest.  This 
expedient  was  wormwood  and  gall  to  poor 
Strap,  who,  in  spite  of  his  invincible  affec- 
tion for  me,  still  retained  notions  of  economy 
and  expense  suitable  to  the  narrowness  of 
his  education;  nevertheless,  he  complied 
with  my  request,  and  raised  seven  pieces  on 
the  sword  in  a  twinkling.  This  supply,  in- 
considerable as  it  was,  made  me  as  happy 
for  tlie  present,  as  if  I  had  kept  five  hundred 
pounds  in  bank ;  for  by  this  time  I  was  so 
^  well  skilled  in  procrastinating  every  trouble- 
some reflection,  that  the  prospect  of  want 
seldom  affected  me  very  much,  let  it  be  never 
so  near.  And  now,  indeed,  it  was  nearer 
than  I  imagined :  my  landlord  having  occa- 
sion for  money,  put  me  in  mind  of  my  being 
indebted  to  him  five  guineas  in  lodging,  and 
telling  me  he  bad  a  sum  to  make  up,  lagged 
I  would  excuse  his  importunity,  and  dis- 
charge the  debt.  Though  I  could  ill  spare 
«  so  much  cash,  my  pride  took  the  resolution 
of  disbursing  it.  This  I  did  in  a  cavalier 
manner,  aHer  he  had  written  a  discharge, 
tilling  him,  with  an  air  of  scorn  and  resent- 
ment, I  saw  he  was  resolved  that  I  should 
not  be  long  in  his  books ;  while  Strap,  who 
stood  by,  and  knew  my  circumstances,  wrung 
his  hands  m  secret^  gnawed  his  nether-lip, 
and  turned  yellow  with  despair.  Whatever 
appearance  of  indifference  my  vanity  enabled 
me  to  put  on,  I  was  thunderstruck  with  this 
demand,  which  I  had  no  sooner  satisfied, 
than  I  hastened  into  company,  with  a  view 
of  beguiling  my  cares  with  conversation,  or 
of  drowning  them  with  wine. 

After  dmner,  a  party  was  accordingly  made 
in  the  coffeehouse,  from  whence  we  adjourn- 
ed CO  the  tavern,  where,  instead  of  snaring 
the  mirtb  of  the  company,  I  was  as  much 
chagrined  at  their  good  humour  as  a  damned 
soul  in  hell  would  £e  at  a  glimpse  of  heaven. 
In  vain  did  I  swallow  bumper  afler  bumper ; 
the  wine  had  lost  its  effect  upon  me,  and, 
far  from  raising  my  dejected  spirits,  could 
not  even  lay  me  asleep.  Banter,  who  was 
the  only  intimate  I  had  (Strap  excepted), 
perceived  my  anxiety,  and,  when  we  broke 
upi  reproached  me  with  pusillanimity,  for 
being  cast  down  at  any  disappointment  that 
such  a  rascal  as  Strutwell  could  be  the  occa 
sion  of.  I  told  him  I  did  not  at  all  see  how 
Strutwell's  being  a  rascal  alleviated  my  mis- 
fortune; and  ^ve  him  to  understand  that 
my  present  gnef  did  not  so  much  proceed 
from  that  disappointment,  as  from  the  low 
ebb  of  mv  fortune,  which  was  sunk  to  some- 
thing  less  than  two  guineas.  At  this  decla- 
ration, he  cried, — ** Pshaw!  is  that  allV* 
and  assured  me  there  were  a  thousand  ways 


of  living  in  town  without  a  fortune,  he  him* 
self  havmg  subsisted  many  years  entirely  by 
his  wit.  I  expressed  an  eager  desire  of  be- 
ing acquainted  with  some  of  these  methods ; 
ai^  he,  without  further  expostulation,  bade 
me  follow  him.  He  conducted  me  to  a 
house  under  the  piazzas  in  Co  vent  Garden, 
which  we  entered,  and  having  delivered  our 
swords  to  a  grim  fellow,  who  demanded 
them  at  the  foot  of  the  staircase,  as- , 
cended  to  the  second  story,  where  I  saw 
multitudes  of  people  standing  round  two 
gaming  tables,  loaded  in  a  manner  with  gold 
and  silver.  My  conductor  told  me  this  was 
the  house  of  a  worthy  Scotch  Lord,  who, 
using  the  privilege  of  his  peerage,  had  set 
up  public  ffaming  tables,  from  the  profits  of 
which  he  drew  a  comfortable  livelihood.  He 
then  explained  the  difference  between  the 
sitters  and  the  betters;  characterised  the 
first  as  old  hooks,  and  the  last  as  bubbles ; 
and  advised  me  to  try  my  fortune  at  the  sil- 
ver table,  by  betting  a  crown  at  a  time. 
Before  I  would  venture  any  thing,  I  consi- 
dered the  company  more  particularly  :  and 
there  appeared  such  a  group  of  viflainous 
faces,  that  I  was  struck  with  horror  and  as- 
tonishment at  the  sight.  I  signified  my  sur- 
prise to  Banter,  who  whispered  in  my  ear, 
that  the  bulk  of  those  present  were  sharpers, 
highwaymen,  and  apprentices,  who  having 
embezzled  their  masters'  cash,  made  a  des- 
perate push  in  this  place  to  make  up  their 
deficiencies.  This  account  did  not  encou- 
rage me  to  hazard  any  part  of  my  small  pit- 
tance; but  at  length,  being  teazed  by  the 
importunities  of  my  friend,  who  assured  me 
there  was  no  danger  of  being  ill  used,  be- 
cause people  were  hired  by  the  owner  to  see 
justice  done  to  every  body,  I  began  by  risk- 
ing one  shilling,  and  in  less  than  an  hour  my 
winning  amounted  to  thirty.  Convinced  by 
this  time  of  the  fairness  of  the  game,  and 
animated  with  success,  there  was  no  need 
of  further  persuasion  to  continue  the  play. 
I  lent  Banter  (who  seldom  had  any  money 
in  his  pocket)  a  guinea,  which  he  carried  to 
the  gold  table,  and  lost  in  a  moment.  He 
would  have  borrowed  another,  but,  finding 
me  deaf  to  his  arguments,  went  away  in  a 
pet.  Meanwhile,  my  gain  advanced  to  six 
pieces,  and  my  desire  of  more  increased  in 
proportion ;  so  that  I  moved  to  the  higher 
table,  where  I  laid  half  a  guinea  on  every 
throw ;  and  fortune  still  favouring  me,  I  be- 
came a  sitter,  in  which  capacity  I  remained 
until  it  was  broad  day,  when  I  found  myself, 
after  many  vicissitudes,  one  hundred  and 
fifVy  guineas  in  pocket. 

Thinking  it  now  high  time  to  retire  with 
my  booty,  1  asked  if  any  body  would  take 
my  place,  and  made  a  motion  to  rise :  upon 
which  an  old  Gascon,  who  sat  opposite  to 
me,  and  of  whom  I  had  won  a  little  money, 
started  up  with  fury  in  his  looks,  crying,-* 
**  Restez*  foutrtf  reste,  il  faut  donner  mot 
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mon  ravanchio  /**  At  the  same  time,  a  Jew 
who  sat  near  the  other,  insinuated  that  I  was 
more  beholden  to  art  than  fortune  for  what 
I  had  got ;  that  he  bad  observed  me  wipe  the 
table  very  often,  and  that  some  of  the  divi- 
sions seemed  to  be  greasy.  This  intimation 
produced  a  great  deal  of  clamour  against  me, 
especially  among  the  losers,  who  threatened, 
with  many  oaths  and  Imprecations,  to  take 
me  up  by  a  warrant  as  a  sharper,  unless  I 
would  compromise  the  affair  by  refunding 
the  greatest  part  of  my  winning.  Though! 
was  far  from  being  easy  under  this  accusa- 
tion, I  relied  upon  my  innocence,  threatened 
in  my  turn  to  prosecute  the  Jew  for  defama- 
tion, and  boldly  offered  to  submit  my  cause 
to  the  examination  of  any  justice  in  West- 
minster ;  but  they  knew  tnemselves  too  well 
to  put  their  characters  on  that  issue;  and 
finding  I  was  not  to  be  intimidated  into  any 
concession,  dropped  their  plea,  and  made 
way  for  me  to  withdraw.  I  would  not,  how- 
ever, stir  from  the  table,  until  the  Israelite 
had  retracted  what  he  had  said  to  my  disad- 
vanta^,  and  asked  pardon  before  the  whole 
assembly. 

As  I  marched  out  with  my  prize,  I  hap- 
pened to  tread  upon  the  toes  of  a  tall  raw- 
boned  fellow,  with  a  hooked  nose,  fierce 
eyes,  black  thick  eyebrows,  a  pififtail  wig 
of  the  same  colour,  and  a  formidable  hat 
pulled  over  his  forehead,  who  stood  gnawing 
his  fingers  in  the  crowd,  and  no  sooner  felt 
the  application  of  my  shoe-heel,  than  he 
roared  out  in  a  tremendous  voice,— '<  Blood 

and  wounds !  you  son  of  a  w ,  what's 

that  for  1"  I  asked  pardon  with  a  great  deal 
of  submission,  and  protested  I  had  no  inten- 
tion of  hurting  him :  but  the  more  I  humbled 
myself,  the  more  he  stormed,  and  insisted 
upon  gentlemanly  satisfaction,  at  the  same 
time  provoking  me  with  scandalous  names 
that  I  could  not  put  up  with ;  so  that  I  gave 
a  loose  to  my  passion,  returned  his  Billings- 
gate, and  challenged  him  to  follow  me  down 
to  the  piazzas.  His  indignation  cooling  as 
mine  wanned,  he  refused  my  invitation,  say- 
ing, he  would  choose  his  own  time,  and  re- 
turned towards  the  table,  muttering  threats, 
which  I  neither  dreaded,  nor  distincUy  heard ; 
but,  descending  with  great  deliberation,  re- 
ceived my  sword  from  the  door-keeper, 
whom  I  gratified  with  a  guinea,  according 
to  the  custom  of  the  place,  and  went  home 
in  a  rapture  of  joy. 

My  faithful  valet,  who  had  sat  up  all  nif^ht 
in  the  utmost  uneasiness  on  my  account,  let 
me  in  with  his  face  beslubbered  with  tears, 
and  followed  me  to  my  chamber,  where  he 
stood  silent  like  a  condemned  criminal,  in 
expectation  of  hemng  that  every  shilling 
was  spent.  I  guessed  the  situation  of  his 
thougnts,  and,  assuming  a  sullen  look,  bade 
him  fetch  me  some  water  to  wash.  He  re- 
plied, without  lifting  his  eyes  from  the 
ground,*— *' In    my  simple    conjecture,  you 


have  more  occasion  for  rest,  not  Siring,  I 
suppose,  slept  these  four-and-twenty  hours." 
«<  Bring  me  some  water,"  said  I,  in  a  pe- 
remptory  tone ;  upon  which  he  sneaked 
away,  shrugging  his  shoulders.  Before%e 
returned,  I  nad  spread  my  whole  stock  on 
the  table  in  the  most  ostentatious  manner ; 
so  that,  when  it  first  saluted  his  view, 
he  stood  like  one  entranced,  and  having 
rubbed  his  eyes  more  than  once,  to  assure 
himself  of  nis  being  awake,  broke  out 
into, — *'  Lord  have  mercy  upon  us !  what  a 
vast  treasure  is  here !"  "  'Tis  all  our  own, 
Strap,"  said  I :  "  take  what  is  necessary, 
and  redeem  the  sword  immediately."  He 
advanced  towards  the  table,  stopped  short  by 
the  way,  looked  at  the  money  and  me  by 
turns,  and,  with  a  wildness  in  his  counten- 
ance, produced  from  joy  checked  by  distrust, 
cried — •*  I  dare  say,  it  is  honestly  come  by." 
To  remove  his  scruples,  I  made  him  ac- 
quainted with  the  whole  stoiy  of  my  success, 
which  when  he  heard,  he  danced  about  the 
room  in  an  ecstasy,  crying, — "  God  be  prai- 
sed !  a  white  stone  !---God  be  praised !  a 
white  stone!"  so  that  I  was  afraid  the  su3. 
den  change  of  fortune  had  disordered  his  in- 
tellects, and  that  he  was  run  mad  with  joy. 
Extremely  concerned  at  this  event,  I  at- 
tempted to  reason  him  out  of  his  frenzy,  but 
to  no  purpose ;  for,  without  regarding  what 
I  said,  he  continued  to  frisk  up  and  down, 
and  repeat  his  rhapsody  of—"  God  be  prai- 
sed !  a  white  stone !"  At  last  I  arose  in  the 
utmost  consternation,  and,  laying  violent 
hands  upon  him,  put  a  stop  to  his  extrava- 
gance, by  fixing  him  down  to  a  settee  that 
was  in  the  room.  This  constraint  banished 
his  delirium ;  he  started,  as  if  just  awoke, 
and,  terrified  at  my  behaviour,  cried,—; 
"  What  is  the  matter  1"  When  he  learned 
the  cause  of  my  apprehension,  he  was 
ashamed  of  his  transports,  and  told  me,  that, 
in  mentioning  the  white  stone,  he  alluded 
to  the  dies  fasti  of  the  Romans,  dko  lapide 
notati. 

Having  no  inclination  to  sleep,  I  secured 
my  cash,  dressed,  and  was  just  going  abroad, 
when  the  servant  of  the  house  told  me  there 
was  a  gentlewoman  at  the  door,  who  wanted 
to  speiuc  with  me.  Surprised  at  this  infor- 
mation, I  bade  Strap  show  her  up,  and  in 
less  than  a  minute  saw  a  young  woman  of  a 
shabby  decayed  appearance  enter  my  room. 
After  half  a  dozen  courtesies,  she  began  to 
sob,  and  told  me  her  name  was  Grawky ;  upon 
which  information  I  immediately  recollected 
the  features  of  Miss  Lavement,  who  had 
been  the  first  occasion  of  my  misfortunes. 
Though  I  had  all  the  reason  in  the  world  to 
resent  her  treacherous  behaviour  to  me,  I 
was  moved  at  her  distress,  and  profbssioff 
my  sorrow  at  seeing  her  so  reduced,  desired 
her  to  sit,  and  inquired  into  the  particulars 
of  her  situation.  She  fell  upon  ner  knees, 
and  implored  my  forgiveness  for  the  injuries 
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she  hacUpne  me,  protesting  before  God,  that 
she  wa^orced,  a^nst  her  inclinatioD,  into 
that  hellish  conspiracy  which  had  almost  de- 
prived me  of  my  life,  by  the  entreaties  of  her 
husband,  who  having  been  afterwards  re- 
nounced by  his  father  on  account  of  his  mar-, 
riage  with  her,  and  unable  to  support  a 
family  on  his  pay,  left  his  wife  at  her  father's 
house,  and  went  with  the  regiment  to  Ger- 
many, where  he  was  broken  tor  misbehaviour 
at  the  battle  of  Dettingen,  since  which  time 
she  had  heard  no  tidinfi;8  of  him.  She  then 
gave  me  to  understand,  with  man^  symp- 
toms of  penitence,  that  it  was  her  misfortune 
to  bear  a  child  four  months  after  marriage, 
by  which  event  her  parents  were  so  incen- 
sed, that  she  was  turned  out  of  doors  with 
the  infant,  that  died  soon  after;  and  had 
hitherto  subsisted  in  a  miserable  indigent 
manner,  on  the  extorted  charity  of  a  few 
friends,  who  were  now  quite  tired  of  giving : 
that,  not  knowing  where  or  how  to  support 
herself  one  day  longer,  she  had  fled  for  suc- 
cour even  to  me,  who,  of  all  mankind,  had 
the  least  cause  to  assist  her,  relying  upon 
the  generosity  of  my  disposition,  which,  she 
hoped,  would  be  pleased  with  this  opportu- 
nity of  avenging  itself  in  the  noblest  manner 
on  the  wretch  who  had  wronged  me.  I  was 
ver^  much  affected  with  her  discourse,  and 
having  no  cause  to  suspect  the  sincerity  of 
her  repentance,  raised  her  up,  freely  pardoned 
all  she  had  done  against  me,  and  promised 
to  befriend  her  as  much  as  lay  in  my  power, 
^ce  my  last  arrival  in  London,  I  had 
maoe  no  advances  to  the  apothecary,  imagi- 
ning  it  would  be  impossible  for  me  to  make 
my  innocence  appear,  so  unhappily  was  my 
accusation  circumstanced.  Strap  indeed  had 
laboured  to  justify  me  to  the  schoolmaster ; 
but,  far  from  succeeding  in  his  attempt,  Mr 
Concordance  dropped  all  correspondence 
with  him  because  he  refused  to  quit  his  con- 
nection with  me.  Things  being  in  this  sit- 
uation, I  thought  a  fairer  opportunity  of  vin- 
dicating my  cnaracter  could  not  offer  than 
that  which  now  presented  itself.  I  therefore 
stipulated  with  Mrs  Gawky,  that,  before  I 
would  yield  her  the  least  assistance,  she 
should  do  me  the  justice  to  clear  my  reputation 
by  explaining  upon  oath,  before  a  magistrate, 
the  whole  of  the  conspiracy,  as  it  had  been 
executed  against  me.  When  she  had  given 
me  this  satisfaction,  I  presented  her  with 
five  guineas,  a  sum  so  much  above  her  ex- 
pectation, that  she  could  scarce  believe  the 
evidence  of  hsr  senses,  and  was  ready  to 
worship  me  for  my  benevolence.  The  decla- 
ration signed  with  her  own  hand,  I  sent  to 
her  father,  who,  upon  recollecting  and  com- 
paring the  circumstances  of  my  charge,  was 
convinced  of  my  integrity,  and  waited  upon 
me  next  day,  in  company  with  his  friend  the 
schoolmaster,  to  whom  he  had  commu- 
nicated my  vindication.  After  mutual  salu* 
tation,  Monsieur  Lavement  began  a  long 


apology  for  the  unjust  treatment  I  had  re- 
ceived; but  I  saved  him  a  good  deal  of 
breath,  by  interropting  his  harangue,  and 
assuring  him,  that,  far  from  entertaining  a 
resentment  against  him,  I  thought  myself 
obliged  to  his  lenity,  which  allowed  me  to 
escape,  after  such  strong  presumptions  of 
guilt  appeared  against  me.  Mr  Concor- 
dance, thinking  it  now  his  turn  to  speak, 
observed,  that  Mr  Random  had  too  much 
candour  and  sagacity  to  be  disobli^d  at 
their  conduct,  which,  all  things  considered, 
could  not  have  been  otherwise,  with  any 
honesty  of  intention.  <*  Indeed,"  said  he, 
'*  if  the  plot  had  been  unravelled  to  us  by 
any  supernatural  intelligence,  if  it  had  been 
whispered  by  a  genie,  communicated  in  a 
dream,  or  revealed  by  an  angel  from  on  high, 
we  should  have  been  to  blame  in  crediting 
ocular  demonstration ;  but  as  we  were  left 
in  the  mist  of  mortality,  it  cannot  be  expec- 
ted we  should  be  incapable  of  imposition. 
I  do  assure  you,  Mr  Random,  no  man  on 
earth  is  more  pleased  than  I  am  at  this  tri- 
umph of  your  character :  and  as  the  news  of 
your  misfortune  panged  me  to  the  very  en- 
trails, this  manifestation  of  your  innocence 
makes  my  midriff  quiver  with  joy."  I  thank- 
ed him  for  his  concern,  desired  them  to  un- 
deceive those  of  their  acquaintance  who 
judged  harshly  of  me,  and,  having  treated 
them  with  a  glass  of  wine,  represented  to 
Lavement  the  deplorable  condition  of  his 
daughter,  and  pleaded  her  cause  so  effec- 
tually, that  he  consented  to  settle  a  small 
annuity  on  her  for  life;  but  could  not  be 
persuaded  to  take  her  home,*  because  her 
mother  was  so  much  incensed,  that  she 
would  never  see  her. 


CHAPTER  Lin. 

/  purchase  new  clothes — reprimand  Strut- 
well  and  Straddle — Banter  proposes  an- 
other  matrimonial  scheme — /  accept  of 
his  terms — set  out  for  Bath  in  a  stage- 
coach,  with  the  young  lady  and  her  mo- 
ther— the  behaviour  of  an  officer  and  law- 
yer— our  fellow-travellers  described—a 
smart  dialogue  between  my  mistress  and 
the  captain. 

HAyiNo  finished  this  affair  to  my  satisfac- 
tion, I  found  myself  perfectly  at  ease,  and 
looking  upon  the  gaming-table  as  a  certain 
resource  for  a  gentleman  in  want,  became 
more  eay  than  ever.  Although  my  clothes 
were  almost  as  good  as  new,  I  grew  ashamed 
of  wearing  them,  because  I  thought  every 
body,  by  this  time,  had  got  an  inventory  of 
my  wardrobe.  For  which  reason,  I  disposed 
of*^  a  good  part  of  my  apparel  to  a  salesman 
in  Monmouth-street  for  half  the  value,  and 
bought  two  new  suits  with  the  money.  I 
likewise  purchased  a  plain  gold  watcJi,  de* 
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epairinff  of  recoveringf  that  which  I  had  so 
foolishly  ^ven  to  Strutwell,  whom,  notwith- 
etandingt  1  still  continued  to  visit  at  his 
levee,  until  the  ambassador  he  had  men- 
tioned set  out  with  a  secretary  of  his  own 
choosing.  I  thought  myself  then  at  liberty 
to  expostulate  with  his  lordship,  whom  I 
treated  with  great  freedom  in  a  letter,  for 
amusinff  me  with  vain  hopes,  when  he  nei- 
ther had  the  power  nor  inclination  to  provide 
for  me.  Nor  was  I  less  reserved  with  Strad- 
dle, whom  I  in  person  reproached  for  mis- 
representing to  me  the  character  of  Strut- 
well,  which  I  did  not  scruple  to  aver  was 
infamous  in  every  respect.  He  seemed  very 
much  enraged  at  my  freedom,  talked  a  great 
deal  about  nis  quality  and  honour,  and  l^gan 
to  make  some  comparisons  which  I  thought 
80  injurious  to  mine,  that  I  demanded  an  ex- 
planation with  great  warmth ;  and  he  was 
mean  enough  to  equivocate,  and  condescend 
in  such  a  manner,  that  I  left  him  with  a 
hearty  contempt  of  his  behaviour. 

About  this  time.  Banter,  who  had  observed 
a  surprising  and  sudden  alteration  in  my  ap- 
pearance and  disposition,  began  to  inquire 
very  minutely  into  the  cause ;  and  as  I  did 
not  think  fit  to  let  him  know  the  true  state 
of  the  affair,  lest  he  might  make  free  with 
my  purse,  on  the  strength  of  having  pro- 
posed the  scheme  that  filled  it,  I  told  him 
that  I  had  received  a  small  supply  from  a 
relation  in  the  country,  who  at  the  same 
time  had  promised  to  use  all  his  interest 
(which  was  not  smalH  in  soliciting  some 
post  for  me  that  should  make  me  easy  for 
Ufe.  <Mf  that  be  the  case,''  said  Banter, 
"  perhaps  you  wont  care  to  mortify  yourself 
a  little,  in  making  your  fortune  another  way. 
I  have  a  relation  who  is  to  set  out  for  Bath 
next  week,  with  an  only  daughter,  who  be- 
ing sickly  and  decrepit,  intends  to  drink  the 
waters  for  the  recovery  of  her  health.  Her 
father,  who  was  a  rich  Turkey  merchant, 
died  about  a  year  ago,  and  left  her  with  a 
fortune  of  twenty  thousand  pounds,  under 
the  sole  management  of  her  mother,  who 
is  my  kinswoman.  I  would  have  put  in  for 
the  plate  myself,  but  there  is  a  breach  at 
present  between  the  old  woman  and  me. 
You  must  know,  that  some  time  ago  I  bor- 
rowed a  small  sum  of  her,  and  promised,  it 
seems,  to  pay  it  before  a  certain  time ;  but 
^  being  disappointed  in  my  expectation  of  mo- 
ney nrom  the  country,  the  day  elapsed,  with- 
out my  being  able  to  take  up  my  note ;  upon 
which  she  wrote  a  peremptory  letter,  threat- 
ening to  arrest  me,  if  I  did  not  pay  the  debt 
immediately.  Nettled  at  this  precise  beha- 
viour, I  sent  a  d d  severe  answer,  which 

enraged  her  so  much,  that  she  actually  took 
out  a  writ  against  me.  Whereupon,  finding 
the  thing  grow  serious,  I  got  a  fViend  to  ad- 
vmiwe  the  money  for  me,  discharged  the 
'debt,  went  to  her  house,  and  abused  her  for 
her  unfneodly  dealing.    She  was  provoked 


by  my  reproaches,  and  scolded  in^ber  turn. 
The  little  deformed  urchin  joinedner  mo- 
ther with  such  virulence  and  volubility  of 
tongue,  that  I  was  fain  to  make  my  retreat, 
after  having  been  honoured  with  a  great 
many  scandalous  epithets,  which  gave  me 
plainly  to  understand  that  I  had  nothing  to 
hope  fi'om  the  esteem  of  the  one,  or  the 
affection  of  the  other.  As  they  are  both 
utter  strangers  to  life,  it  is  a  thousand  to 
one  but  the  giil  will  be  picked  up  by  some 
scoundrel  or  ether  at  Bath,  if  I  don't  provide 
for  her  otherwise.  You  are  a  well-looking 
fellow.  Random,  and  can  behave  as  demurely 
as  a  quaker.  Now,  if  you  will  give  me  an 
obligation  for  five  hundred  pounds,  to  be 
paid  six  months  afler  your  marriage,  I  will 
put  you  in  a  method  of  carrying  her  in  spite 
of  all  opposition." 

This  proposal  was  too  advantageous  for 
me  to  be  refused;  the  writing  was  imme- 
diately drawn  up  and  executed ;  and  Banter 
giving  me  notice  of  the  time  when,  and  the 
stage  coach  in  which  they  were  to  set  out, 
I  bespoke  a  place  in  the  same  convenience, 
and  having  hired  a  horse  for  Strap,  who  was 
charmed  with  the  prospect,  set  forward  ac- 
cord mgly. 

As  we  embarked  before  day,  I  had  not  the 
pleasure  for  some  time  of  seeing  Miss  Snap, 
per  (that  was  the  name  of  my  mistress),  nor 
even  of  perceiving  the  number  and  sex  of 
my  fellow-travellers,  although  I  guessed  that 
the  coach  was  full,  by  the  difficulty  I  found 
in  seating  myself.  The  first  five  minutes 
passed  in  a  general  silence,  when,  all  of  a 
sudden,  the  coach  heeling  to  one  side,  a 
boisterous  voice  pronounced, — "  To  the  right 

and  left,  cover  your  flanks,  d e !  whiz !" 

I  easily  discovered,  by  the  tone  and  manner 
of  this  exclamation,  that  it  was  uttered  by  a 
son  of  Mars ;  neither  was  it  hard  to  conceive 
the  profession  of  another  person  who  sat 
opposite  to  me,  and  observed,  that  we  ought 
to  have  been  well  satisfied  of  the  security 
before  we  entered  upon  the  premises.  These 
two  sallies  had  nut  the  desired  effect;  we 
continued  a  good  while  as  mute  as  before, 
till  at  length  the  gentleman  of  the  sword, 
impatient  of  longer  silence^  made  a  second 
effort,  by  swearing  he  had  got  into  a  meet- 
ing of  quakers.  **  I  believe  so  too,"  said  a 
shrill  female  voice  at  my  left  hand,  "  for  the 
spirit  of  folly  begins  to  move."  "  Out  with 
it  then,  madam,"  replied  the  soldier.  "You 
seem  to  have  no  occasion  for  a  midwife," 
cried  the  lady.  "D — n  my  blood!"  ex- 
claimed the  other,  *<  a  man  can't  talk  to  a 
woman,  but  she  immediately  thinks  of  a  mid- 
wife." "  True,  sir,"  said  she,  "  I  loncj  to  be 
delivered."  "  What !  of  a  mouse,  madam  1" 
said  he.  "  No,  sir,"  said  she,  "  of  a  fool." 
« Are  you  far  gone  with  a  fool  1"  said  he. 
"Little  more  than  two  miles,"  said  she. 
"  By  gad,  you  are  a  wit,  madam  !"  cried  the 
officer.    "I  wish  I  could  with  any  justice 
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m   Ute   compUmeiit,"    said    the   lady. 
>uim,  I  have  done,"  said  he.    ''Your 


return 
«  Zoi 

bolt  is  Boon  shot,  according  to  the  old  pro- 
▼eib,"  said  she.  The  warrior's  oowder  was 
quite  spent ;  the  lawyer  advised  him  to  drop 
the  prosecution :  and  a  grave  matron,  who 
sat  on  the  left  hand  of  the  victorious  wit, 
told  her,  she  must  not  let  her  tongue  run  so 
fast  among  strangers.  This  reprimand,  soft- 
ened with  the  appellation  of  child,  convinced 
me  that  the  satirical  lady  was  no  other  than 
Miss  Snapper,  and  I  resolved  to  reflate  my 
conduct  accordingly.  The  cnampion,  find- 
ing  himself  so  smartly  handled,  changed  his 
battery,  and  began  to  expatiate  upon  his  own 
exploits. — **  You  talk  of  shot,  madam,"  said 
he,  '*  d e !  I  have  both  erven  and  re- 
ceived some  shot  in  my  time.  I  was  wound- 
ed in  the  shoulder  by  a  pistol-ball  at  Dettin- 
|ren,  where— I  say  nothing — but  by  G— d ! 
if  *it  had  not  been  for  me — all's  one  for 
that— I  despise  boasting,  d  c!  whiz!" 
So  saying,  he  whistled  one  part  and  hum- 
med another  of  Black  joke ;  then  address- 
ing himself  to  the  lawyer,  went  on  thus — 
"  Wouldn't  you  think  it  d— d  hard,  after 
having,  at  the  risk  of  your  life,  recovered  the 
standard  of  a  regiment,  that  had  been  lost, 
to  receive  no  preferment  for  your  pains  1  I 
don't  choose  to  name  no  names,  sink  me : 
but  howsomever,  this  I  will  refer,  by  G — d, 
and  that  is  this :  a  musketeer  of  the  French 
guards,  having  taken  a  standard  from  a  cer- 
ta4n  cornet  of  a  certain  regiment,  d— e ! 
was  retreating  with  the  prize  as  fast  as  his 
horse's  heels  could  carry  him,  sink  me !  upon 
which,  I  snatched  up  a  firelock  that  belonged 
to  a  dead  man,  d  o !  whiz !  and  shot liis 
horse  under  him,  d — ^n  my  blood !  The  fel- 
low got  upon  his  feet,  and  began  to  repose 
me ;  upon  which  I  charged  my  bayonet  breast 
high,  and  ran  him  through  the  booy,  by  G^— d ! 
One  of  his  comrades  cominff  to  his  assistance, 
shot  me  in  the  shoulder,  as  I  told  you  before ; 
and  another  gave  me  a  confusion  on  the 
head  with  the  butt-end  of  his  carbine :  but, 

d e !  that  did  not  signify.    1  killed  one, 

put  the  other  to  flight,  and  takin?  up  the 
standard,  carried  it  off  very  delibera.tely. 
But  the  best  joke  of  all  was,  the  son  of  a 
b— h  of  a  comet  who  had  surrendered  it  in 
a  cowardly  manner,  seeing  it  in  my  possess- 
ion, demanded  it  from  me,  in  the  front  of  the 
line.  *  D — ^n  my  blood,'  says  he,  <  where  did 
you  find  my  standard  V  says  he.  ♦  D — n  my 
blood,'  said  I,  'where,'  said  I,  'did  you 
lose  it,'  said  L  'That's  nothing  to  you,' 
says  he,  '  'tis  my  standard,'  says  he, '  and  by 

G-— d  rU  have  it,'  says  he.    'D — n n 

seize  me,'  says  I,  *if  you  shall,'  «ays  I; 
'  till  I  have  first  delivered  it  to  the  general,' 
says  I ;  and  accordingly  I  went  to  the  head- 
quarters, after  the  battle,  and  delivered  it 
to  my  Lord  Stair,  who  promised  to  do  for 
me,  but  I  am  no  more  than  a  poor  lieutenant 
still,  d — ^n  my  blood." 


Having  vented  this  repetition  of  expletivet, 
the  lawyer  owned  he  had  not  been  r^nited 
according  to  his  deserts ;  observed,  that  the 
labourer  is  always  worthy  of  his  hire,  and 
aflked  if  the  promise  was  made  before 
witnesses,  because,  in  that  case,  the  law 
would  compel  the  general  to  perform  it ; — 
but  understanding  that  the  promise  was 
made  over  a  bottle,  without  bein^r  restricted 
to  time  or  terms,  he  pronounced  it  not  vaJid 
in  law,  proceeded  to  inauire  into  the 
particulars  of  the  battle,  and  affirmed,  that 
although  the  English  had  drawn  themselves 
into  a  premunire  at  first,  the  French  man- 
aged their  cause  so  lamely  in  the  course  of 
the  dispute,  that  they  wodd  have  been 
utteriy  nonsuited,  had  they  not  obtained  a 
noli  prosequi.  In  spite  oir  these  enlivening 
touches,  the  conversation  was  like  to  suffer 
another  long  interruption  ;  when  the  lieuten- 
ant, unwilling  to  conceal  any  of  his  accom- 
plishments, tnat  could  be  displayed  in  his 
present  situation,  offered  to  regale  the 
company  with  a  song ;  and  interpreting  our 
silence  into  a  desire  of  hearing,  began  to 
warble  a  fkshionable  air,  the  first  stanza  of 
which  he  pronounced  thus : 

Would  yoa  task  the  moon-tied  hair, 
To  yon  flagrant  beau  repair ; 
Where,  waving  with  the  popling  vow. 
The  bantling  fine  will  shelter  you,  be. 

The  sense  of  the  rest  he  perverted  as  he 
went  on,  with  such  surprising  facility,  that  I 
could  not  help  thinking  he  had  been  at  some 

gains  to  burlesoue  the  performance.  Miss 
Inapper  aBcribeu  it  to  the  true  cause,  namely 
ignorance ;  and  when  he  asked  her  how  she 
relished  his  music,  answered,  that,  in  her 
opinion,  the  music  and  the  words  were  much 
of  a  piece.  "  O  d — ^n  my  blood,"  said  he, 
"I  take  that  as  a  high  compliment;  for 
every  body  allows  the  words  are  damnable 
fine."  "  They  may  be  so,"  replied  the  lady, 
"  for  aught  I  know,  but  they  are  above  my 
comprehension."  "I  an't  obliged  to  find 
you  comprehension,  madam,  curse  me !" 
cried  he.  "  No,  nor  to  speak  sense  neither," 
said  she.  "  D — ^n  my  heart,"  said  he,  "  I'll 
speak  what  I  please."  Here  the  lawyer 
interposed,  by  telling  him  there  were  some 
things  he  must  not  speak.  And  upon  being 
defied  to  give  an  instance,  mentioned  treason 
and  defamation.  "  As  for  the  king,"  cried 
the  soldier,  "God  bless  him — ^I  eat  his 
bread,  and  have  lost  blood  in  his  cause, 
therefore  I  have  nothing  to  say  to  him— but 
by  G— d,  I  dare  say  any  thing  to  any  other 
man."    "No,"  said  the  lawyer,  "  you  dare 

not  call  me  a  rogue."    "  D e,  for  whyl" 

said  the  other.  "Because,"  replied  the 
counsellor,  "  I  should  have  a  good  action 
ag[ainst  you,  and  recover."  "  Well,  well," 
cried  the  officer,  "  if  I  dare  not  call  you  a 

rogue,  I  dare  think  you  one,  d e."    This 

stroke  of  wit  he  accompanied  with  a  loud 
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laugh  of  self-approbation,  which  unluckily 
did  not  affect  the  audience,  but  effectually 
silenced  hie  antagonist,  who  did  not  open  his 
mouth  for  the  space  of  an  hour,  except  to 
clear  his  pipe  with  three  hems,  which,  how- 
ever, produced  nothing. 


CHAPTER  UV. 

Day  breakingt  I  have  the  pleasure  of 
tnetting  the  person  of  Miss  Snapper, 
whom  I  had  not  seen  before — the  soldier 
is  witty  upon  me— 4s  offended,  talks  much 
of  his  valour — is  reprimanded  by  a  groMe 
gentlewoman — we  are  alarmed  with  the 
cry  of  highwaymen — I  get  out  of  the 
coach,  and  stand  in  my  own  defence — 
they  ride  off  without  having  attached  us — 
I  pursue  them — one  of  them  is  thrown 
from  his  horse  and  taken — 1  return  to 
the  coach — am  complimented  by  Miss 
Snapper — the  captain's  behaviour  on  this 
occasion — the  prude  reproaches  me  in  a 
soliloquy — /  upbraid  her  in  the  same 
manner — the  behaviour  of  Mrs  Snapper 
at  breakfast  disobliges  me — the  lawyer  is 
witty  upon  the  officer^  who  threatens  him. 

Ik  the  mean  time,  day  breaking  in  upon  us, 
discovered  to  one  another  the  faces  of  their 
fellow-travellers,  and  I  had  the  good  fortune 
to  find  my  mistress  not  quite  so  deformed 
nor  disagreeable  as  she  had  been  represented 
to  me.  Her  head,  indeed,  bore  some  resem- 
blance to  a  hatchet,  the  edge  being  represented 
by  her  face ;  but  she  had  a  certain  delicacy 
in  her  complexion,  and  a  great  deal  of 
vivacity  in  her  eyes,  which  were  very  large 
and  black ;  and  tnough  the  protuberance  of 
her  breast,  when  considered  alone,  seemed 
to  drag  her  forwards,  it  was  easy  to  perceive 
an  equivalent  on  her  back,  which  balanced 
the  other,  and  kept  her  body  in  equilibro. 
On  the  whole,  I  thought  I  should  have  great 
reason  to  congratulate  myself,  if  it  should  be 
my  fate  to  possess  twenty  thousand  pounds 
incumbered  with  such  a  wife.  I  oegan, 
therefore,  to  deliberate  about  the  roost 
probable  means  of  acqmring  the  conquest, 
and  was  so  much  engrossed  by  this  idea, 
that  I  scarce  took  any  notice  of  the  rest  of 
the  people  in  the  coach,  but  revolved  my 
project  in  silence;  while  the  conversation 
was  maintained,  as  before,  by  the  object  of 
my  hopes,  the  son  of  Mars,  and  the  barris- 
ter, who  by  this  time  had  recollected  him- 
self, and  talked  in  terms  as  much  as  ever. 
At  length  a  dispute  happened,  which  ended 
in  a  wager,  to  be  determined  by  me,  who 
was  so  much  absorbed  in  contemplation,  that 
I  neither  heard  the  reference  nor  the  ques- 
tion, which  was  put  to  me  by  each  in  his 
turn :  affronted  at  my  supposed  contempt, 
the  soldier,  with  great  vocireration,  swore  I 
was  either  dumb  or  deaf,  if  not  both,  and 

4  O* 


that  I  looked  as  if  I  could  not  say^h  to  a 
goose.  Aroused  at  this  observation,  I  fixed 
my  eyes  upon  him,  and  pronounced  with 
emphasis  the  interjection  boh !  Upon  which 
he  cocked  his  hat  in  a  fierce  manner,  and 

cried, — "D e,  sir,  what  d'ye  mean  by 

thatV*    Had  I  intended   to  answer  him, 
which,  by  the  by  was  not  my  design,  I  should 
have  been  anticipated  by  miss,  who  told  him 
my  meaning  was  to  show  that  I  could  cry 
boh  to  a  ^ose ;  and  laughed  very  heartily  at 
mj  laconic  reproof.    Her  explanation  and 
mirth  did  not  help  to  appease  his  wrath, 
which  broke  out  in  several  martial  insinua- 
tions, such  as, — '*  I  do  not  understand  such 
freedoms,  d— e !  d — ^n  my  blood !  I  am  a 
gentleman,  and  bear  the  king's  commission. 
'Sblood !  some  people  deserve  to  have  their 
noses    pulled    for    their   impertinence."    I 
thought  to  have  checked  these  ejaculations 
by  a  frown ;  because  he  had  talked  so  much 
of  his  valour,  that  I  had  long  ago  rated  him 
as  an  ass  in  a  lion's  skin ;  but  this  expedient 
did  not  answer  my  expectation ;   he  took 
umbrage  at  the  contraction  of  my  brows, 
swore  he  did  not  value  my  sulky  looks  a 
fig's  end,  and  protested  he  feared  no  man 
breathing.     Miss  Snapper  said  she  was  very 
glad  to  find  herself  in  company  with  a  man 
of  so  much  coura^,  who,  she  did  not  doubt, 
would  protect  us  from  all  attempts  of  high* 
waymen  during  our  journey.     "  Make  your- 
self perfectly  easy  on  that  head,  madam," 
replied  the  ofl5cer :  '*  I  have  got  a  pair  of 
pistols — here  they  are, — which  I  took  from 
a  horse  officer  at  the  battle  of  Dettingen— • 
they  are  double  loaded,  and  if  any  highway- 
man in  England  robs  you  of  the  value  of  a 
pin,  while  I  nave  the  honour  of  being  in  your 
company,  d — ^n  mv  heart."     When  he  had 
expressed  himself*^  in  this  manner,  a  prim 
gentlewoman,  who  had  sat  silent  hitherto, 
opened  her  mouth,  and  said  she  wondered 
how  .any  man  could  be  so  rude  as  to  pull  out 
such    weapons    before    ladies.     **D        o, 
madam,"  cried  the  champion,  "  if  you  are  so 
much  afraid  at  sight  of  a  pistol,  how  d'ye 
propose  to  stand  fire  if  there  should  be  oc- 
casion 1"     She  then  told  him   that  if  she 
thought  he  could  be  so  unmannerly  as  to  use 
fire-arms  in  her  presence,  whatever  might  be 
the  occasion,  she  would  get  out  of  the  coach 
immediately,  and  walk  to  the  next  village, 
where  she  might  procure  a  convenience  to 
herself.     Before  he  could  make  any  answer, 
my  Dulcinea  interposed,  and  observed,  that, 
fiir  from  being  offended  at  a  gentleman's 
using   his  arms  in  his  own  defence,  she 
though^  herself  very  lucky  in  being  alonff 
with  one  by  whose  valour  she  stood  a  good 
chance  of  saving  herself  from  bein^  rifled. 
The  prude  cast  a  disdainful  look  at  miss,  and 
said,  that  people  who  have  but  little  to  lose 
are  sometimes  most  solicitous  about  preser- 
ving it.    The  old  lady  was  affronted  at  this 
inuendo,  and  took  notice,  that  people  ought 
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to  be  yety  well  informed  before  they  spoke 
slightingly  of  other  people's  fortunes,  lest 
they  discover  their  own  envy,  and  make 
themselves  ridiculous.  The  daughter  de- 
clared, that  she  did  not  protend  to  vie  with 
any  body  in  point  of  riches ;  and  if  the  lady 
who   insisted   upon  non-resistance,  would 

fromise  to  indemnify  us  for  all  the  loss  we 
hould  sustain,  she  would  be  one  of  the  first 
to  persuade  the  captain  to  submission,  in 
case  we  shouid  be  attacked.  To  this  pro- 
posal, reasonable  as  it  was,'  the  reserved 
lady  made  no  other  reply  than  a  scornful 
glance  and  a  toss  of  her  head.  I  was  very 
well  pleased  with  the  spirit  of  my  mistress ; 
and  even  wished  for  an  opportunity  of  distin- 
ffuishinff  my  counure  unaer  her  eye,  which  I 
believed  could  not  nil  of  prepossessing  her  in 
my  fiivour ;  when,  all  of  a  sudden,  Strap  rode 
up  to  the  coach-door,  and  told  us  in  a  great 
fright,  that  two  men  on  horseback  were  cross- 
ing the  heath  (for  by  this  time  we  had  passed 
Hounslow),  and  made  directly  towards  us. 
This  piece  of  information  was  no  sooner  de- 
livered than  Mrs  Snapper  began  to  scream, 
her  daughter  grew  pale,  the  other  ladv  pulled 
out  her  purse  to  be  in  readiness,  the  law- 
yer's teeth  chattered,  while  he  pronounced, 
— "  'Tis  no  matter— we'll  sue  the  county, 
and  recover."  The  captain  gave  evident 
signs  of  confusion ;  and  I,  after  having  com- 
manded the  coachman  to  stop,  opened  the 
door,  jumped  out,  and  invited  the  warrior  to 
follow  me.  But  finding  him  backward  and 
astonished,  I  took  his  pistols,  and  giving 
them  to  Strap,  who  had  by  this  time  alighted, 
and  trembled  very  much,  I  mounted  on 
horseback,  and  taking  my  own  (which  I 
could  better  depend  upon)  from  the  holsters, 
cocked  them  both,  and  faced  the  robbers, 
who  were  now  very  near  us.  Seeing  me 
ready  to  oppose  them  on  horseback)  and 
another  man  armed  a-foot,  they  made  a  hak 
at  some  distance  to  reconnoitre  us,  and  after 
having  rode  round  us  twice,  myself  still 
facing  about  as  they  rode,  went  off  the  same 
way  as  they  came,  at  a  hand-gallop.  A  gen- 
tleman's servant  coming  up  with  a  horse  at 
the  same  time,  I  offered  nim  a  crown  to  as- 
sist me  in  pursuing  them ;  which  he  no 
sooner  accepted,  than  1  armed  him  with  the 
officer's  pistols,  and  we  galloped  after  the 
thieves,  who,  trusting  to  the  swiftness  of 
their  horses,  stopped  till  we  came  within 
shot  of  them,  and  then  firing  at  us,  put  their 
nags  to  the  full  speed.  We  foUowed  them 
as  fiust  as  our  beasts  could  carry  us ;  but  not 
being  so  well  mounted  as  they,  our  efforts 
would  have  been  to  little  purpose,  had  not 
the  horse  of  one  of  them  stumbled,  and 
thrown  his  rider  with  such  violence  over  his 
head«  tibat  he  lay  senseless  when  we  came 
up,  and  was  taken  without  the  least  opposi- 
tion ;  while  his  comrade  consulted  his  own 
safety  in  flight,  without  regarding  the  dis- 
tress of  his  friend.    We  scarce  had  time  to 


make  ourselves  masters  of  his  arms  and  tie 
his  hands  together,  before  he  recovered  his 
senses,  when  learning  his  situation,  he  af- 
fected surprise,  demanded  to  know  by  what 
authority  we  used  a  gentleman  in  that  man- 
ner, and  had  the  impudence  to  threaten  us 
with  a  prosecution  for  robbery.  In  the 
mean  time  we  perceived  Strap  coming  up 
with  a  crowd  of  people,  armed  with  differ* 
ent  kinds  of  weapons ;  and,  among  the  rest 
a  farmer,  who  no  sooner  perceived  the  thief, 
whom  we  had  secured*  than  he  cried,  with 
great  emotion, — ♦*  There's  the  fellow  who 
robbed  me  an  hour  ago,  of  twenty  pounds  in 
a  canvass  bag."  He  was  immediately  search^ 
ed,  and  the  money  found  exactly  as  it  had 
been  described :  upon  which  we  committed 
him  to  the  charge  of  the  countryman,  who 
carried  him  to  the  town  of  Hounslow,  which, 
it  seems,  the  farmer  had  alarmed:  and  I 
having  satisfied  the  footman  for  his  trouble, 
according  to  promise,  returned  with  Strap  to 
the  coacn,  where  I  found  the  captain  and 
lawyer  busy  in  administering  smelling  bottles 
and  cordials  to  the  grave  lady,  who  had  gone 
into  a  fit  at  the  noise  of  the  firing. 

When  I  had  taken  my  seat.  Miss  Snap- 
per, who  from  the  coach  had  seen  every 
thing  that  happened,  made  me  a  compliment 
on  my  behaviour,  and  said,  she  was  glad  to 
see  me  returned  without  having  received  any 
injury :  her  mother  too  owned  herself  obh- 
ged  to  my  resolution ;  and  the  lawyer  told 
me  that  I  was  entitled  by  act  of  parliament 
to  a  reward  of  forty  pounds,  for  naving  ap- 
prehended a  highwayman.  The  soldier  oo« 
served,  with  a  countenance  in  which  impu- 
dence and  shame,  struggling,  produced  some 
disorder,  that  if  I  had  not  been  in  such  a 
d — -.d  hurry  to  get  out  of  the  coach,  he 
would  have  secured  the  rogues  effectually, 
without  all  this  bustle  and  loss  of  time,  by  a 
scheme  which  my  heat  and  precipitation 
ruined.  "  For  my  own  part,"  continued  he, 
*'  I  am  always  extremely  cool  on  these  oc- 
casions." "  So  it  appeared  by  your  trem- 
bling," said  the  young  lady.  "Death  and 
d — ^u— n,"  cried  he,  •♦  your  sex  protects  you, 
madam ;  if  any  man  on  earth  durst  tell  me 
so  much,  I'd  send  him  to  hell,  d — n  my 
heart !  in  an  instant."  So  saying,  he  fixed 
his  eyes  upon  me,  and  asked  if  Ihad  seen 
him  tremble  ?   I  answered  without  hesitation, 

— "  Yes."  **  D e,  sir,"  said  he,  "  d'ye 

doubt  my  courage!"  I  replied, — "Very 
much."  This  declaration  quite  disconcert- 
ed him ;  he  looked  blank,  and  pronounced 
with  a  faltering  voice—"  O  !  'tis  very  well 
— d — n  my  blood !  I  shall  find  a  time."  I  sig. 
nified  my  contempt  of  him,  by  thrusting  my 
tongue  in  my  cheek,  which  humbled  him  so 
much,  that  he  scarce  swore  another  oath 
aloud  during  the  whole  journey. 

The  precise  lady  having  recruited  her 
spirits  by  the  help  of  some  strong  watern, 
began  a  soliloquy,  in  which  she  wondered 
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that  any  man,  who  pretended  to  maintain 
the  charactOT  of  a  gentleman,  could,  for  the 
sake  of  a  little  paltry  coin,  throw  persons  of 
honour  into  such  quandaries  as  might  endan- 
ger their  lives ;  and  professed  her  surprise, 
uiat  women  were  not  ashamed  to  commend 
such  brutality ;  at  the  same  time  vowing, 
that,  for  the  future,  she  would  never  set  foot 
in  a  stage  coath,  if  a  private  convenience 
could  be  had  for  love  or  money. 

Nettled  at  her  remarks,  I  took  the  same 
method  of  conveying  my  sentiments,  and 
wondered  in  my  turn  that  any  woman  of 
common  sense  should  be  so  unreasonable  as 
to  expect  that  people,  who  had  neither  ac- 
quaintance or  connection  with  her,  would 
tamely  allow  themselves  to  be  robbed  and 
maltreated,  merely  to  indulge  her  capricious 
humour.  I  likewise  confessed  my  astonish- 
ment at  her  insolence  and  ingratitude  in  tax- 
ing a  person  with  brutality,  who  deserved 
her  approbation  and  acknowledffement ;  and 
vowed,  that  if  ever  she  should  he  assaulted 
again,  I  would  leave  her  to  the  mercy  of  the 
spoiler,  that  she  might  know  the  value  of  my 
protection. 

This  person  of  honour  did  not  think  fit 
to  carrv  on  the  altercation  any  farther,  but 
seeroea  to  chew  the  cud  of  her  resentment 
with  the  crest-fallen  captain,  while  I  entered 
into  discourse  with  my  charmer,  who  was 
the  more  pleased  with  my  conversation,  as 
she  had  conceived  a  very  indifferent  opinion 
of  my  intellects  from  my  former  silence.  I 
should  have  had  cause  to  be  equally  satisfied 
with  the  spriffhtliness  of  her  genius,  could 
she  have  curbed  her  imagination  with  judg- 
ment ;  but  she  laboured  under  such  a  profu- 
sion  of,  talk,  that  I  dreaded  her  unruly  tongue, 
and  felt  by  anticipation  the  horrors  of  an 
Eternal  clack.  However,  when  I  consider- 
ed, on  the  other  hand,  the  joys  attending  the 
possession  of  twenty  thousand  pounds,  I 
forgot  her  imperfections,  seized  occasion  by 
the  fore-lock,  and  endeavoured  to  insinuate 
myself  into  her  affection.  The  careful  mo- 
ther kept  a  strict  watch  over  her,  and  though 
she  could  not  help  behaving  civilly  to  me, 
took  frequent  opportunities  of  discouraging 
our  communication,  by  reprimanding  her  for 
being  so  free  with  strangers,  and  telling  her 
she  must  learn  to  speak  less,  and  think  more. 
Abrid^d  of  the  use  of  speech,  we  conver- 
sed with  our  eyes,  and  I  found  the  young 
lady  very  eloquent  in  this  kind  of  discourse. 
In  short,  I  had  reason  to  believe  that  she  was 
sick  of  the  old  gnentlewoman's  tuition,  and 
that  I  should  find  it  no  difficult  matter  to  su- 
persede her  authority. 

When  we  arrived  at  the  place  where  we 
were  to  breakfast,  I  alighted,  and  helped  my 
mistress  out  of  the  coadi,  as  well  as  her  mo- 
ther, who  called  for  a  private  room,  to  which 
they  withdrew,  in  order  to  eat  by  themselves. 
As  they  retired  together,  I  perceived  that 
nuM  had  got  more  twists  fh>m  nature  than  I 


had  before  observed,  for  she  was  bent  side- 
ways in  the  figure  of  an  S,  so  that  her  pro- 
f-ession  very  much  resembled  that  of  a  crab, 
he  prude  also  chose  the  captain  for  her 
messmate,  and  ordered  breakfast  for  two 
only  to  be  brought  into  another  separate 
room;  while  the  lawyer  and  I,  deserted  by 
the  rest  of  the  company,  were  fain  to  put  up 
with  each  other.  I  was  a  good  deal  cha^ 
grined  at  the  stately  reserve  of  Mrs  Snapper, 
who  I  thought  did  not  use  me  with  all  the 
complaisance  I  deserved  ;  and  uiy  compan- 
ion declared,  that  he  had  been  a  traveller  for 
twenty  years,  and  never  knew  the  stage- 
coach rules  so  much  infringed  before.  As 
for  the  honourable  ^ntlewoman,  I  could  not 
conceive  the  meaning  of  her  attachment  to 
the  lieutenant ;  and  asked  the  lawyer  if  he 
knew  for  which  of  the  soldier's  virtues  she 
admired  him?  The  counsellor  facetiously 
replied, — *'  I  suppose  the  ladv  knows  him  to 
be  an  able  conveyancer,  and  wants  him  to 
make  a  settlement  in  tail."  I  could  not 
help  laughing  at  the  archness  of  the  barrister, 
who  entertained  me  during  breakfast  with  a 
great  deal  of  wit  of  the  same  kind,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  our  fellow  travellers ;  and,  among 
other  things,  said,  he  was  sorry  to  find  the 
younff  lady  saddled  with  such  incumbrances. 
When  we  had  made  an  end  of  our  repast, 
and  paid  our  reckoning,  we  went  into  the 
coach,  took  our  places,  and  bribed  the  driver 
with  sixpence,  to  revenge  us  on  the  rest  of 
his  fare,  by  hurrying  them  away  in  the  midst 
of  their  meal.  This  task  he  performed  to 
our  satisfaction,  after  he  had  disturbed  their 
enjoyment  with  his  importunate  clamour. 
The  mother  and  daughter  obeyed  the  sum- 
mons first,  and  coming  to  the  coach-door, 
were  obliged  to  desire  the  coachman's  as- 
sistance to  get  in,  because  the  lawyer  and  I 
had  agreed  to  show  our  resentment  by  our 
neglect.  They  were  no  sooner  seated,  than  • 
the  captain  appeared  as  much  heated  as  if 
he  had  been  pursued  a  dozen  miles  by  an 
enemy ;  and  immediately  after  him  came  the 
lady,  not  without  some  marks  of  disorder. 
Having  helped  her  up,  he  entered  himself, 
growling  a  few  oaths  against  the  coachman 
for  his  impertinent  interruption ;  and  the 
lawyer  comforted  him  by  saying,  that  if  he 
had  suffered  a  nisi  nrius  through  the  ob- 
stinacy of  the  defenaant,  he  mi^t  have  an 
opportunity  to  join  issue  at  the  next  stase. 
This  last  expression  gave  offence  to  tne 
grave  gentlewoman,  who  told  him,  if  she  was 
a  man,  she  would  make  him  repent  of  such 
obscenity  ;  and  thanked  Grod  she  had  never 
been  in  such  company  before.  At  this  in- 
sinuation the  captain  thought  himself  under 
a  necessity  of  espousing  the  lady's  cause : 
and  accordingly  threatened  to  cut  off  the 
lawyer's  ears,  if  he  should  give  his  tongue 
any  such  liberties  for  the  future.  The  poor 
counsellor  begged  pardon,  and  universal  si- 
lence ensued. 
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CHAPTER  LV. 

I  resolve  to  ingratiate  myself  with  the 
mother,  and  am  favoured  ty  accident — 
the  precise  lady  Jinde  her  hiuband^  and 
quits  the  coach---the  captain  is  disap- 

9  pointed  of  his  dinner — we  arrive  at  Bath 
•— J  accon^am  Miss  Snapper  to  the  long 
room^  where  she  is  attacked  by  Beau  Nash, 
and  turns  the  laugh  against  mm—/  make 
love  to  her,  and  receive  a  check — squire 
her  to  an  assembly,  where  I  am  blessed 
with  a  sight  of  my  dear  Narcissa,  which 
discomposes  me  so  much,  that  Miss  Snap'- 
per,  observing  my  disorder,  is  at  pains  to 
discover  the  causa--^  piqued  at  the  occa- 
sion,  and,  in  our  way  home,  pays  me  a 
sarcastic  compliment — I  am  met  by  Miss 
Williams,  who  is  maid  and  confidant  of 
Nardssa-she  acquaints  me  with  her 
ladf^s  regard  for  me  whUe  under  the  dis^ 
guise  of  a  servant,  and  describes  the 
transports  of  Nareissa  on  seeing  me  at 
the  assembly,  in  the  character  of  a  gen- 
tleman-^I  am  surprised  with  an  account 
of  her  aunt's  marriage,  and  make  an  ap^ 
pointment  to  meet  Miss  Williams  next 
day. 

During  this  unsocial  interval,  my  pride  and 
interest  maintained  a  severe  conflict  on  the 
subject  of  Miss  Snapper,  whom  the  one  re- 
presented as  unwortny  of  notice,  and  the 
other  proposed  as  the  object  of  my  whole 
attention :  the  advantages  and  disadvantages 
attending  such  a  match  were  opposed  to  one 
another  by  my  imagination ;  and  at  length  my 
judgment  gave  it  so  much  in  favour  of  the 
first,  that  1  resolved  to  prosecute  my  scheme 
with  all  the  address  in  my  power.  I  thought 
I  perceived  some  concern  in  her  countenance, 
occasioned  by  my  silence,  which  she,  no 
doubt,  imputed  to  my  disgust  at  her  mother's 
behaviour ;  and  as  I  believed  the  old  woman 
could  not  fail  of  ascribing  my  muteness  to 
the  same  motive,  I  determined  to  continue 
that  sullen  conduct  towards  her,  and  fall 
upon  some  other  method  of  manifesting  mv 
esteem  for  the  daughter :  nor  was  it  difficult 
for  me  to  make  her  acquainted  with  my  sen- 
timents by  the  expression  of  my  looks,  which 
I  modelled  into  the  characters  of  humility 
and  love ;  and  which  were  answered  by  her 
with  all  the  sympathy  and  approbation  I 
could  desire,  fiut  when  I  began  to  consider, 
thtft,  without  further  opportunities  of  improv- 
ing my  success,  all  the  progress  I  had  hith- 
erto made  would  not  much  avail,  and  that 
such  opportunities  could  not  be  enjoyed 
without  the  mother's  permission ;  I  concluded 
it  would  be  requisite  to  van<]^uish  her  coldness 
and  suspicion  by  my  assiduities  and  respectful 
behaviour  on  the  road ;  and  she  would  in  all 
likelihood  Invite  me  16  visit  her  at  Bath, 
wlierel  did  not  fear  of  being  able  to  cultivate 


her  acquaintance  as  much  as  would  be  neces- 
sary to  the  accomplishment  of  my  purpose. 
And  indeed  accident  furnished  me  with  an 
opportunity  of  obliging  her  so  much,  that  she 
could  not,  with  any  appcfarance  of  good 
manners,  forbear  to  gratify  my  inclination. 

When  we  arrived  at  our  dining-place,  we 
found  all  the  eatables  in  the  inn  bespoken  by 
a  certain  nobleman,  who  had  got  the  start  of' 
us  ;  and  in  all  likelihood  my  mistress  and  her 
mother  must  have  dined  with  Duke  Hum- 
phrey, had  I  not  exerted  myself  in  their 
behalf,  and  bribed  the  landlord  with  a  glass 
of  wine,  to  curtail  his  lordship's  entertain- 
ment of  a  couple  of  fowls  and  some  bacon, 
which  I  sent  with  my  compliments  to  the 
ladies.  They  accepted  my  treat  with  a  great 
many  thanks,  and  desired  I  would  favour 
them  with  my  company  at  dinner,  where  I 
amused  the  old  gentlewoman  so  succe88fuUy,r 
by  maintaining  a  seemingly  disinterested  ease 
in  the  midst  of  my  civility,  that  she  signified 
a  desire  of  being  better  acquainted,  and  hoped 
I  would  be  ^o  kind  as  to  see  her  sometimes 
at  Bath.  While  I  enjoyed  myself  in  this 
manner,  the  precise  lady  had  the  good  fortune 
to  meet  with  her  husband,  who  was  no  other 
than  gentleman,  or,  in  other  words,  valet-de- 
chambre,  to  the  very  nobleman  whose  coach 
stood  at  the  door.  Proud  of  the  interest  she 
had  in  the  house,  she  affected  to  show  her 
power  by  introducing  the  captain  to  her 
spouse,  as  a  person  who  had  treated  her 
with  great  civility ;  upon  which  he  was  in- 
vited to  a  share  of  their  dinner;  while  the 
poor  lawyer,  finding  himself  utterly  aban- 
doned, made  application  to  me,  and  was, 
through  my  intercession,  admitted  into  our 
company.  Having  satisfied  our  appetites, 
and  made  ourselves  merry  at  the  expense  of 
the  person  of  honour,  the  civil  captain,  and 
complaisant  husband,  I  did  myself  the  plea- 
sure of  dischai^ng  the  bill  by  stealth,  for 
which  I  received  a  crreat  many  apologies  and 
acknowledgements  from  my  gruests,  and  we 
re-embarked  at  the  first  warning.  The  offi- 
cer was  obliged,  at  last,  to  appease  his  hun- 
ger with  a  luncheon  of  bread  and  cheese,  and 
a  pint  bottle  of  brandy,  which  he  dispatched 
in  the  coach,  cursing  the  inappetence  of  his 
lordship,  who  had  ordered  dinner  to  be  put 
back  a  whole  hour. 

Nothing  remarkable  happened  during  the 
remaining  part  of  our  journey,  which  was 
finished  next  day,  when  I  waited  on  the 
ladies  to  the  house  of  a  relation,  in  which 
they  intended  to  lodge,  and  passing  that  night 
at  ttie  inn,  took  lodgings  in  the  morning  fbr 
myself. 

The  forenoon  was  spent  in  visitine  every 
thing  that  was  worth  seeing  in  the  place,  in 
company  with  a  gentleman  to  whom  Banter 
had  given  me  a  letter  of  introduction  ;  and 
in  the  afternoon  I  waited  on  the  ladies,  and 
found  miss  a  good  deal  indisposed  with  the 
fatigue  of  the  journey.    As  they  foresaw  they 
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shoold  have  occaaion  for  a  male  acquaintance 
to  Bquire  them  at  all  public  places,  I  was 
received  with  great  cordiality,  and  had  the 
mother's  commission  to  conduct  them  next 
day  to  the  lonff  room,  which  we  no  sooner 
entered,  than  tne  eyes  of  every  body  present 
were  turned  upon  us ;  and  when  we  had  suf- 
fered the  mar^rdom  of  their  looks  for  some 
time,  a.  whisper  circulated  at  our  expense, 
which  was  accompanied  with  many  contempt- 
uous  smiles,  and  tittering  observations,  to  my 
utter  shame  and  oonfbsion.  1  did  not  so 
much  conduct,  as  follow,  my  charge  to  k 
place  where  she  seated  her  mother  and  her- 
self, with  astonishing  composure,  notwith- 
standing  the  unmannerly  behaviour  of  the 
whole  company,  which  seemed  to  be  assumed 
merely  to  put  her  out  of  countenance.  The 
celebrated  Mr  Nash,  who  commonly  attends 
in  this  place,  as  master  of  the  ceremonies, 
perceivmg  the  disposition  of  the  assembly, 
took  upon  himself  the  task  of  gratifying  their 
ill-nature  still  further,  by  exposing  my  mis- 
tress to  the  edce  of  his  wit.  With  this  view 
he  approached  us,  with  many  bows  and 
erimaces,  and,  after  having  welcomed  Miss 
Snapper  to  the  place,  asked  her,  in  the  hear- 
ing of  all  present,  if  she  could  inform  him 
of  the  name  of  Tobit's  dog?  I  was  so  much 
incensed  at  his  insolence  that  I  should  cer- 
tainly have  kicked  him  where  he  stood, 
without  ceremony,  had  not  the  young  lady 
prevented  the  efiects  of  my  indication,  by 
replying,  with  the  utmost  vivacity, — "His 
name  was  Nash,  and  an  impudent  dog  he 
was!"  This  repartee,  so  unexpected  and 
just,  raised  such  an  universal  laugh  at  the 
affgressor,  that  all  his  assurance  was  insuffi^ 
cient  to  support  him  under  their  derision ;  so 
that,  after  he  had  endeavoured  to  compose 
himself  by  taking  snuff,  and  forcing  a  smile, 
he  was  obliged  to  sneaJc  off  in  a  very  ludi- 
croufl  attitude ;  while  my  Dulcinea  was  ap- 
plauded to  the  skies,  for  the  brilliancy  of 
her  wit,  and  her  acquaintance  immediately 
courted  by  the  best  people  of  both  sexes  in 
the  room.  This  event,  with  which  I  was 
infinitely  pleased  at  first,  did  not  fail  of 
alarming  me,  upon  further  reflection,  when  I 
considered  that  the  more  she  was  caressed 
by  persons  of  distinction,  the  more  her  pride 
would  be  inflamed,  and  consequently  the 
obstacles  to  my  success  multiplied  and  en- 
larged. Nor  were  my  presaging  fears  untrue. 
That  very  night  I  perceived  her  a  little  in- 
toxicated with  the  mcense  she  had  received ; 
and  though  she  still  behaved  with  a  particular 
civility  to  me,  I  foresaw,  that,  as  soon  as  her 
fortune  should  be  known,  she  would  be  sur- 
rounded with  a  swarm  of  admirers,  some  one 
of  whom  might  possibly,  by  excelling  me  in 
point  of  weuth,  or  in  the  arts  of  flattery  and 
scandal,  supplant  me  in  her  esteem,  and  find 
means  to  make  the  mother  of  his  party.  I 
resolved,  therefore,  to  lose  no  time,  and  being 
invited  to  spend  the  evening  with  them. 


found  an  opportunity  in  spite  of  the  old 
gentlewoman's  viflfilance,  to  explain  the 
meaning  of  my  giances  in  the  coach,  by 
paying  nomage  to  her  wit,  and  professing 
myself  enamoured  of  her  person.  •  She 
blushed  at  my  declaration,  and  in  a  favounu 
ble  manner  disapproved  of  the  liberty  I  had 
taken,  putting  me  in  mind  of  our  bein^ 
strangers  to  each  other,  and  desiring  I  woulcU 
not  be  the  means  of  interrupting  our  ac- 
quaintance by  any  such  unseasonable  strokes 
of  gallantry  for  the  fiiture :  my  ardour  was 
effectually  checked  by  this  reprimand,  which 
was,  however,  delivered  in  such  a  gentle 
manner,  that  I  had  no  cause  to  be  disobliged ; 
and  the  arrival  of  her  mother  delivered  me 
from  a  dilemma,  in  which  I  should  not  have 
known  how  to  demean  myself  a  minute 
longer :  neither  could  I  resume  the  easiness 
of  carriage  with  which  I  came  in.  My  mis- 
tress acted  on  the  reserve,  and  the  con- 
versation beginning  to  flag,  the  old  lady 
introduced  her  kinswoman  of  the  house,  and 
proposed  a  hand  at  whist. 

While  we  amused  ourselves  at  this  diver* 
sion,  I  understood  from  the  gentlewoman, 
that  there  was  to  be  an  assembly  next  night, 
at  which  I  be^^ged  to  have  the  honour  of 
dancing  with  miss.  She  thanked  me  for  the 
favour  I  intended  her,  assured  me  she  never 
did  dance,  but  signified  a  desire  of  seeing 
the  company;  wnen  I  offered  my  servicot 
which  was  accepted ;  not  a  little  proud  of 
being  exempted  from  appearing  with  her  in 
a  situation,  that,  notwithstanding  my  profess- 
ion to  the  contrary,  was  not  at  all  agree- 
able to  my  inclination. 

Having  supped,  and  continued  the  game, 
till  such  time  as  the  successive  yawns  of 
the  mother  warned  me  to  be  gone,  I  took 
my  leave,  and  went  home,  where  I  made 
Strap  very  happy  with  an  account  of  my 
progress.  Next  day  I  put  on  my  sayest 
apparel,  and  went  to  drink  tea  at  Mrs  Snap* 
per's,  according  to  appointment,  when  I 
found,  to  my  inexpressible  satisfiiction,  that 
she  was  laid  up  with  the  toothach,  and  that 
miss  was  to  be  intrusted  to  my  care.  Ac- 
cordingly, we  set  out  for  the  ball-room  pretty 
early  in  the  evening,  and  took  possession  of 
a  commodious  place,  where  we  had  not  sat 
longer  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  when  a 
gentleman  dressed  in  a  men  frock  came  in, 
leading  a  younff  lady,  wnom  I  immediately 
discovered  to  De  the  adorable  Narcissa. 
Good  heaven !  what  were  the  thrillings  of 
my  soul  at  that  instant !  my  reflection  was 
overwhelmed  with  a  torrent  of  agitation ;  my 
heart  throbbed  with  surprising  violence;  a 
sudden  mist  overspread  my  eyes ;  my  ears 
were  invaded  with  a  dreadful  sound ;  I  pant- 
ed for  want  of  breath  ;  and,  in  short;  was  for 
some  moments  entranced.  This  first  tumult 
subsiding,  a  crowd  of  flattering  ideas  rushed 
upon  my  imagination ;  every  thing  that  was 
soft,  sensible,  and  engaging  in  theH;haracter 
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of  that  dear  creature,  recurred  to  my  remem- 
brance, and  every  fkvourable  circumstance 
of  my  own  qualificationB  appeared  in  all  the 
aggravation  of  self  conceit,  to  heighten  my 
expectation.  Neither  was  this  transport  of 
long  duration :  the  dread  of  her  being  already 
disposed  of  intervened,  and  overcast  my  en- 
chanting reverie.  My  presaginjg^  apprehen- 
sion represented  her  encircled  m  the  arms 
of  some  happy  riv>d,  and  of  consequence 
for  ever  lost  to  me.  I  was  stung  with  this 
suggestion,  and  believing  the  person  who 
conducted  her  to  be  the  husband  of  this 
amiable  young  lady,  already  devoted  him  to 
my  fury,  and  stood  up  to  mark  him  for  my 
vengeance;  when  I  recollected,  to  my  un- 
speakable joy,  her  brother,  the  fox- hunter, 
in  the  person  of  her  gallant.  Undeceived  so 
much  to  my  satisfaction  in  this  particular,  I 
grazed,  in  a  frenzy  of  delight,  on  the  irresis- 
tible charms  of  his  sister,  who  no  sooner  dis- 
tinguished me  in  the  crowd,  than  her  evident 
confusion  afforded  a  happy  omen  to  my  flame. 
At  sight  of  me  she  started,  the  roses  in- 
stantly vanished  from  her  polished  cheeks, 
and  returned  in  a  moment  with  a  double 
^low  that  overspread  her  lovely  neck,  while 
her  enchanting  bosom  heaved  with  strong 
emotion.  I  hailed  these  favourable  symp- 
toms, and,  lying  in  wait  for  her  looks,  did 
homage  with  my  eyes.  She  seemed  to  ap- 
prove my  declaration,  by  the  complacency 
of  her  aspect ;  and  I  was  so  transported  with 
her  discovery,  that  more  than  once  I  was  on 
the  point  of  making  up  to  her  to  disclose  the 
throbbings  of  my  heart  in  person,  had  not 
that  profound  veneration  which  her  presence 
always  inspired,  restrained  the  unseasonable 
impoiae.  AU  my  powers  being  en^ssed  in 
this  manner,  it  may  easily  be  imagined  how 
ill  I  entertained  Miss  Snapper,  on  whom  I 
could  not  now  turn  my  eyes,  without  making 
comparisons  very  little  to  her  advantage. 
It  was  not  even  in  my  power  to  return  dis- 
tinct answers  to  the  questions  she  asked  me 
from  time  to  time,  so  that  she  could  not  help 
observing  my  absence  of  mind ;  and  haying 
a  turn  for  observation,  watched  my  glances, 
and  tracing  them  to  the  divine  object,  dis- 
covered the  cause  of  my  disorder.  That  she 
might,  however,  be  convinced  of  the  truth 
of  her  conjecture,  she  began  to  interrogate 
me  with  regard  to  Narcissa,  and,  notwith- 
standing all  my  endeavours  to  disguise  my 
sentiments,  perceived  my  attachment  by  my 
confusion.  Upon  which  she  assumed  a  state- 
liness  of  behaviour,  and  sat  silent  during  the 
remaining  part  of  the  entertainment.  At  any 
other  time,  her  suspicion  would  have  alarmed 
me ;  but  now  I  was  elevated  by  my  passion 
above  every  other  consideration.  The  mis- 
tress of  my  soul  having  retired  with  her  bro- 
ther, I  discovered  so  much  uneasiness  at  my 
situation,  that  Miss  Snapper  proposed  to  ^o 
•  home,  and  while  I  conducted  her  to  a  chair, 
told  me  she  had  too  great  a  regard  for  me  to 


keep  me  any  longer  in  torment.  I  feigned 
ignorance  of  her  meaning,  and  having  seen 
her  safely  at  her  lodgings,  took  my  leave, 
and  went  home  in  an  ecstasy,  where  I  dis- 
closed every  thing  that  had  happened  to  ray 
confidant  and  humble  servant,  Strap,  who 
did  not  relish  the  accident  so  well  as  I  ex- 
pected, and  observed  that  a  bird  in  hand  is 
worth  two  in  the  bush;  "but  however," 
said  he,  "you  know  best, — you  know  best." 
Next  day,  as  I  wen^  to  the  pump-room,  in 
hopes  of  seeing  or  hearing  some  tidings  of 
my  fair  enslaver,  I  was  met  by  a  gentle- 
woman, who,  bavin?  looked  hard  at  me, 
cried, — "  O  Christ !  Mr  Random !"  Surprised 
at  this  exclamation,  I  examined  the  counte- 
nance of  the  person  who  spoke,  and  imme- 
diately recognised  my  old  sweetheart  and 
fellow-sufferer,  Miss  Williams. 

I  was  mightily  pleased  to  find  this  unfor- 
tunate woman  under  such  a  decent  appear- 
ance, professed  my  joy  at  seeing  her  so  weU, 
and  desired  to  know  where  I  shouM  have 
the  pleasure  of  her  conversation.  She  was 
heartily  rejoiced  at  the  apparent  easiness  of 
my  fortune,  and  gave  me  to  know,  that  she, 
as  yet,  had  no  habitation  that  she  could  pro- 
perly call  her  own,  but  would  wait  on  me  at 
any  place  I  should  please  to  appoint.  Un- 
derstanding that  she  was  unengaged  for  the 
present,  I  showed  her  the  way  to  my  own 
lodgings,  where,  afler  a  very  affectionate 
salutation,  she  informed  me  of  her  being 
very  happy  in  the  service  of  a  young  lady  to 
whom  she  was  recommended  by  a  former 
mistress  deceased,  into  .whose  family  she 
had  recommended  herself  by  the  honest  de- 
ceit she  had'  concerted  while  she  lived  with 
me  in  the  garret  at  London.  She  then  ex- 
pressed a  vehement  desire  to  be  acquainted 
with  the  vicissitudes  of  my  life  since  we 
parted,  and  excused  her  curiosity  on  account 
of  the  concern  she  had  for  my  interest.  I 
forthwith  granted  her  request,  and  when  I 
described  my  situation  in  Sussex,  perceived 
her  to  attend  to  my  story  with  particular 
eagerness.  She  interrupted  me  when  I  had 
finished  that  period,  with, — *'  Good  God !  is 
it  possible !" — and  then  begeed  I  would  be 
so  good  as  to  continue  my  relation ;  which  I 
did  as  briefly  as  I  could,  burning  with  impa- 
tience to  know  the  cause  of  her  surprise, 
about  which  I  had  already  formed  a  veiy 
interesting  conjecture.  When  I  had  brougbt 
my  adventures  down  to  the  present  day,  she 
seemed  very  much  afiPected  with  the  different 
circumstances  of  my  fortune ;  and  saying, 
with  a  smile,  she  believed  my  distresses 
were  now  at  a  period,  proceeded  to  inform 
me,  that  the  lady  whom  she  served  was  no 
other  than  the  charming  Narcissa,  who  had 
honoured  her  with  her  confidence  for  some 
time;  in  consequence  of  which  trust,  she 
had  often  repeated  the  story  of  John  Browa, 
with  great  admiration  and  regard ;  that  she 
loved  to  dwell  upon  the  particolars  of  hk 
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character,  and  did  not  scruple  to  own  a  ten- 
der approbation  of  his  flame.    I  became  de- 
lirious at  this  piece  of  intelligence,  strained 
Miss  Williams  in  my  embrace,  called  her  the 
angel  of  my  happiness,  and  acted  such  ex- 
travagancies, that  she  miffht  have  been  con- 
vinced of  my  sincerity,  nad  she  not  been 
satisfied  of  my  honour  before.    As  soon  as 
I  was  in  a  condition  to  yield  attention,  she 
described  the  present  situation  of  her  mis- 
tress, who  had  no  sooner  reached  her  lodg- 
ings the  night  before,  ttan  she  closeted  her, 
and,  in  a  rapture  of  joy,  gave  her  to  know 
that  she  had  seen  me  at  the  ball,  where  I 
appeared  in  the  character  which  she  always 
thought  my  due,  with  such  advantage  of 
transformation,  that  unless  my  image  had 
been  engraven  on  her  heart,  it  would  have 
been  impossible  to  know  me  for  the  person 
who  had  worn  her  aunt's  livery ;  that,  by  the 
language  of  my  eyes,  she  was  assured  of  the 
continuance  of  my  passion  for  her,  and  con- 
sequently of  my  being  unengaged  to  any 
other ;  and  that,  though  she  did  not  doubt  I 
would  speedily  fall  upon  some  method  of  be- 
ing introduced,  she  was  so  impatient  to  hear 
of  me,  that  she  (Miss  Williams)  had  been 
sent  abroad  this  very  morning,  on  purpose 
to  learn  the  name  and  character  I  at  present 
bore.    My  bosom  had  been  hitherto  a  stran- 
ger to  such  a  flood  of  joy  as  now  rushed 
upon  it :  my  faculties  were  overborne  by  the 
tide :  it  was  some  time  before  I  could  open 
my  mouth,  and  much  longer  ere  I  could  utter 
a  coherent  sentence.    At  length  I  fervently 
requested  her  to  lead  me  immediately  to  the 
object  of  my  adoration :  but  she  resisted  my 
importunity,  and  explained  the  danger  of 
such  premature  conduct. — **  How  favourable 
soever,"  said  she,  **  my  lady's  inclination  to- 
wards  you  may  be,  you  may  depend  upon  it, 
she  will  not  commit  the  smallest  trespass  on 
decorum,  either  in  disclosing  her  own,  or  in 
receiving  a  declaration  of  your  passion ;  and 
although  the  great  veneration  I  have  for  you 
has  prompted  me  to  reveal  what  she  com- 
municated to  me  in  confidence,  I  know  so 
well  the  seventy  of  her  sentiments  with  re- 
spect to  the  punctilios  of  her  sex,  that,  if  she 
should  learn  the  least  surmise  of  it,  she  would 
not  only  dismiss  me  as  a  wretch  unworthy 
of  her  benevolence,  but  also  for  ever  shun 
the  efiTorts  of  your  love."    I  assented  to  the 
justness  of  her  remonstrance,  and  desired 
she  would  assist  me  with  her  advice  and 
direction :  upon  which  it  was  concerted  be- 
tween us,  that,  for  the  present,  I  should  be 
contented  with  her  telling  Narcissa,  that,  in 
the  course  of  her  inquir||p8,  she  could  only 
Itom  my  name :  and  that  if,  in  a  day  or  two, 
I  could  fall  upon  no  other  method  of  being 
introduced  to  her  mistress,  she  would  deliver 
a  letter  from  me,  on  pretence  of  consulting 
her  happiness ;  and  say  that  I  met  her  in  the 
street,  and  bribed  her  to  this  piece  of  service. 
Matters  being  thus  adjusted,  I  kept  my  old 


acquaintance  to  breakfast,  and  learned  from 
her  conversation,  that  my  rival.  Sir  Timo- 
thy, had  drunk  himself  into  an  apoplexy,  of 
which  he  died  five  months  ago;  that  the 
savage  was  still  unmarried;  and  that  his 
aunt  had  been  seized  with  a  whim  which  he 
little  expected,  and  chosen  the  schoolmaster 
of  the  parish  for  her  lord  and  husband ;  but 
matrimony  not  agreeing  with  her  constitu- 
tion, she  had  been  hectic  and  dropsical  a 
good  while,  and  was  now  at  Bath,  in  order 
to  drink  the  waters  for  the  recovery  of  her 
health;  that  her  niece  had  accompanied  her 
hither  at  her  request,  and  attended  her  with 
the  same  affection  as  before,  notwithstanding 
the  mistake  she  had  committed;  and  that 
her  nephew,  who  had  been  exasperated  at 
the  loss  of  her  fortune,  did  not  give  his 
attendance  out  of  good  will,  but  purely  to 
have  an  eve  on  his  sister,  lest  she  should 
likewise  throw  herself  away,  without  his 
consent  or  approbation.  Having  enjoyed 
ourselves  in  this  manner,  and  made  an  as- 
signation to  meet  next  dav  at  a  certain  place. 
Miss  Williams  took  her  leave ;  and  Strap's 
looks  being  very  inquisitive  about  the  nature 
of  the  communication  subsisting  between  us, 
I  made  him  acquainted  with  the  whole  afiair, 
to  his  great  astonishment  and  satisfaction. 


CHAPTER  LVI. 

/  become  acquainted  with  Narcissa's  bro^ 
thevy  who  invites  me  to  his  house,  where 
I  am  introduced  to  that  adorable  creature 
tfter  dinner,  the  squire  retires  to  take 


his  nap — Freeman,  guessing  the  situa^ 


lap — 
of  mi 


tion  of  my  thoughts,  withdraws  likewise 
on  pretence  of  business — /  declare  my 
passion  to  Narcissa — am  well  received 
— charmed  with  her  conversation — tJie 
squire  detains  us  to  supper — I  elude  his 
design  by  a  stratagem,  and  get  home 
sober. 

In  the  aflemoon  I  drank  tea  at  the  house  of 
Mr  tVeeman,  to  whom  I  had  been  recom- 
mended by  Banter ;  where  I  had  not  sat  five 
minutes,  till  the  fox-hunter  came  in,  and  by 
his  familiar  behaviour  appeared  to  be  intimate 
with  my  friend.  1  was  at  first  under  some 
concern,  lest  he  should  recollect  my  features ; 
but  when  I  found  myself  introduced  to  him 
as  a  gentleman  from  London,  without  being 
discovered,  1  blessed  the  opportunity  that 
brought  me  into  his  company,  hoping  that,  in 
the  course  of  our  acquaintance,  he  would 
invite  me  to  hi»  house.  Nor  were  my  hopes 
frustrated;  for,  as  we  spent  the  evening 
together,  he  grew  extremely  fond  of  my 
conversation,  asked  a  great  many  childish 
questions  about  France  and  other  forei^ 
parts ;  and  seemed  so  highly  entertained  with 
niy  answers,  that,  in  his  cups,  he  shook  me , 
often  by  the  hand,  pronounced  me  an  honest 
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fellow,  and,  in  fine,  desired  our  company 
at  dinner  next  day  in  his  own  house.  M^ 
imagination  was  so  much  employed  ^  anti- 
cipatingr  the  happiness  I  was  to  enjoy  next 
day,  that  I  slept  veiy  little  that  ^ignt ;  but, 
rising  earl^  in  the  morning,  went  to  the 
place  appointed,  where  I  met  my  she-friendt 
and  imparted  to  her  my  success  with  the 
squire.  She  was  very  much  pleased  at  the 
occasion,  which  (she  said)  could  not  fail  of 
being  agreeable  to  Narcissa,  who,  in  spite 
of  her  passion  for  me,  had  mentioned  some 
scruples  relating  to  my  true  situation  and 
character,  which  the  delicacy  of  her  senti- 
ments suggested,  and  which  she  believed  I 
would  find  it  necessary  to  remove,  though 
she  did  not  know  how.  I  was  a  good  deal 
startled  at  this  insinuation,  because  1  fore- 
saw  the  difliculty  I  should  find  in  barely 
doing  myself  justice ;  for  although  it  was 
never  my  intention  to  impose  myself  upon 
any  woman,  much  less  on  Narcissai  as  a  man 
of  fortune,  I  laid  claim  to  the  character  of  a 
gentleman,  by  birth,  education,  and  behaviour; 
and  yet  (so  unlucky  had  the  circumstances 
of  my  life  fallen  out)  I  should  find  it  a  very 
hard  matter  to  make  good  my  pretensions 
even  to  these,  especially  to  the  last,  which 
was  the  most  essential.  Miss  Williams  was 
as  sensible  as  I  of  this  my  disadvantage,  but 
comforted  me  with  observing,  that  when 
once  a  woman  had  bestowed  her  affections 
on  a  man,  she  cannot  help  judging  of  him  in 
all  respects  with  a  partiality  easily  influenced 
in  his  favour :  she  remarked,  that  although 
some  situations  of  my  life  had  been  low,  yet 
none  of  them  had  been  infamous ;  that  my 
indigence  had  been  the  crime  not  of  me,  but 
of  fortune ;  and  that  the  miseries  I  had  under- 
gone,  by  improving  the  faculties  both  of  mind 
and  body,  qualified  me  the  more  for  any 
dignified  station,  and  would  of  consequence 
recommend  me  to  the  good  graces  of  any 
sensible  woman :  she  therefore  advised  me 
to  be  always  open  and  unreserved  to  the 
inquiries  of  my  mistress,  without  unneces- 
sarily betraying  the  meanest  occurrences  of 
my  rate,  and  trust  to  the  strength  of  her  love 
and  reflection  for  the  rest.  The  sentiments 
of  this  sensible  young  woman,  on  this  as 
well  as  on  almost  every  other  subject,  per- 
fectly agreed  with  mine :  I  thanked  her  for 
the  care  she  took  of  my  interests,  and  prom- 
ising to  behave  myself  according  to  her 
direction,  we  parted,  afler  she  had  assured 
me,  that  I  might  depend  upon  her  best  oflfices 
with  her  mistress,  and  that  she  would  from 
time  to  time  communicate  to  me  such  intelli- 
gence as  she  should  procure  relating  to  my 
flame.  Having  dressed  myself  to>  the  best 
advantage,  I  waited  for  the  time  of  dinner 
with  the  most  fearful  impatience ;  and  as  the 
hour  drew  nigh,  my  heart  beat  with  such 
increased  velocity,  and  my  spirits  contracted 
such  disorder,  that  I  began  to  suspect  my 
resolution,  and  even  to  wish  myself  disen- 


gaged. At  last  Mr  Freeman  called  at  my 
lodgings,  in' his  way,  and  I  accompanied  him 
to  the  house  where  all  my  happ'mess  was 
deposited.  We  were  very  kindly  received 
by  the  squire,  who  sat  smoking  his  pipe  in  a 
parlour,  and  asked  if  we  chose  to  drink  any 
thing  before  dinner :  though  I  had  never  more 
occasion  for  a  cordial,  I  was  ashamed  to  ac- 
cept his  offer,  which  was  also  refused  by  my 
friend.  We  sat  down,  however,  and  entered 
into  conversation,  which  lasted  half  an  hour, 
so  that  I  had  time  to  recollect  myself;  and, 
so  capricious  were  my  thoughts,  even  to  hope 
that  Narcissa  would  not  appear — ^when,  all 
of  a  sudden,  a  servant,  coming  in,  gave  us 
notice  that  dinner  was  upon  the  table— and 
my  perturbation  returned  with  such  violence, 
that  I  could  scarce  conceal  it  from  the  com- 
pany as  I  ascended  the  staircase.  When  I 
entered  the  dining-room,  the  first  object  that 
saJuted  my  ravisned  eyes  was  the  divine 
Narcissa,  blushing  like  Aurora,  adorned  with 
all  the  graces  that  meekness,  innocence,  and 
beauty  can  diffuse.  I  was  seized  with  a 
giddiness,  my  knees  tottered,  and  I  scarce 
had  strength  enough  to  perform  the  cere- 
mony of  Milutation,  when  her  brother,  slap- 
ping me  on  the  shoulder,  cried, — "  Measter 
Randan,  that  there  is  my  sister."  I  ap- 
proached her  with  great  eagerness  and  fear ; 
but  in  the  moment  of  our  embrace,  my  soul 
was  agonized  with  rapture ;  it  was  a  lucky 
circumstance  for  us  both,  that  my  entertainer 
was  not  endued  with  an  uncommon  stock  of 
penetration ;  for  our  mutual  confusion  was 
so  manifest,  that  Mr  Freeman  perceived  it, 
and,  as  we  went  home  together,  congratu- 
lated me  on  my  good  fortune.  But  so  far 
was  Bruin  from  entert^ning  the  least  sus- 
picion, that  he  encouraged  me  to  begin  a 
conversation  with  my  mistress  in  a  language 
unknown  to  him,  by  telling  her,  that  he  had 
brought  a  gentleman  who  could  jabber  with 
her  in  French  and  other  foreign  lingos,  as  fast 
as  she  pleased ;  then  turning  to  me,  said,— 
'*  Odds  bods !  I  wish  you  would  hold  discourse 
with  her  in  your  French  or  Italiano,  and  tell 
me  if  she  understands  it  as  well  as  she  would 
be  thought  to  do— there's  her  aunt  and  she 
will  chatter  together  whole  days  in  it ;  and  I 
can't  have  a  mouthful  of  English  for  love  or 
money."  I  consulted  tlie  Iook  of  my  amiable 
mistress,  and  found  her  averse  to  his  pro- 
posal, which  she  declined  with  a  sweetness 
of  denial  peculiar  to  herself,  as  a  piece  of 
disrespect  to  that  part  of  the  company  which 
did  not  understand  the  langua^  in  question. 
As  I  had  the  happiness  of  sittmg  opposite  to 
her,  I  feasted  my  ef  es  much  more  than  my 
palate,  which  she  tempted  in  vain  with  the 
most  delicious  bits  carved  by  her  fair  hand, 
and  recommended  by  her  persuasive  tongue ; 
but  all  mj  other  appetites  were  swallowed 
up  in  the  vnmensity  of  my  love,  which  I  fed 
by  gazing  incessantly  on  the  delightful  object. 
Dinner  was  Bcaice  ended,  when  the  squire 
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became  very  drowsy,  and,  after  several  dread- 
ful yawns,  got  up,  stretched  himself,  took 
two  or  three  turns  across  the  room,  begged 
we  would  allow  him  to  take  a  short  nap,  and, 
having  laid  a  strong  injunction  on  his  sister 
to  detain  us  till  his  return,  went  to  his  repose 
without  further  ceremony.    He  had  not  been 
ffone  many  minutes,  when  Freeman,  miessing 
the  situation  of  my  heart,  and  thinking  he 
dould  not  do  me  a  greater  favour  than  to 
leave  me  alone  with  Narcissa,  pretended  to 
recollect  himself  all  of  a  sudden,  and  starting 
up,  begffed  the  lady's  pardon  for  half  an  hour, 
for  he  bad  luckily  remembered  an  engage- 
ment of  some  consequence,  that  he  must 
Eerform  at  that  instant ;  so  saying,  he  took 
is  leave,  promising   to  come  £ick  time 
enough  for  tea,  leaving  my  mistress  and  me 
in  great  confusion.    Now  that  I  enjoyed  an 
opportunity  of  disclosing  the  pantings  of  my 
soul,  I  had  not  power  to  use  it.    I  studied 
many  pathetic  declarations,  but  when  I  at- 
tempted to  give  them  utterance,  my  tongue 
denied  its  office ;  and  she  sat  silent,  with  a 
downcast  look,  full  of  anxious  alarm,  her 
bosom  heaving  with  expectation  of  some 
great  event.    At  length  I  endeavoured  to 
put  an  end  to  this  solemn  pause,  and  began 
with, — "It  is  very  surprising,  madam," — 
here  the  sound  d^ing  awa^,  I  made  a  full 
stop— while  Narcissa,  starting,  blushed,  and, 
with  a  timid  accent,    answered, — "Sirl" 
Confounded  at  this  note  of  interrogation,  I 
pronounced,  with  the  most  8heepi8hl)ashful- 
ness, — "  Madam !" — To  which  she  replied, — 
"  I  beg  pardon — I  thought  you  had  spoken  to 
me."  Another  pause  ensued — I  made  another 
effort;   and  though  my  voice  faltered  very 
much  at  the  beginning,  made  shift  to  express 
myself  in  this  manner : — "  I  sav,  madam,  'tis 
very  surprising  that  love  should  act  so  incon- 
sistently  with  itself,  as  to  deprive  its  votaries 
of  the  use  ^f  their  faculties  when  they  have 
most  need  of  them.  Since  the  happy  occasion 
of  being  alone  with  you  presented  itself,  I 
have  made  many  unsuccessful  attempts  to 
declare  my  passion  for  the  loveliest  of  her 
sex — a  passion  which  took  possession  of  my 
soul,  while  my  cruel  fate  compelled  me  to 
wear  a  servile  disguise  so  unsuitable  to  my 
birth,  sentiments,  and,  let  me  add,  my  deserts : 
yet  favourable  in  one  respect,  as  it  furnished 
roe  with  opportunities  of  seeing  and  adoring 
your  perfections — ^yes,  madam,  it  was  then 
your  dear  idea  entered  my  bosom,  where  it 
has  lived  unimpaired  in  the  midst  of  number- 
less cares,  and  animated  me  against  a  thou- 
sand  dangers  and  calamities."  While  I  spoke 
thus,  she  concealed  her  face  with  her  fan, 
and  when  I  ceased  speaking,  recovering  her- 
self fh>m  the  most  beautiral  confusion,  told 
me,  she  thought  herself  verj  much  obliged 
by  my  favounmle  opinion  of^  her,  and  that 
■he  was  very  sorry  to  hear  I  had  been  unfor- 
tnnate.    Encouraged  by  this  gentle  reply,  I 
proceeded,  ownea  myself  sufficiently  recom- 
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pensed  by  her  kind  compassion  for  what  I 
had  undergone,  and  declared  that  the  future 
happiness  of  my  life  depended  solely  upon 
her.  "Sir,"  said  she,  "I  should  bie  very 
ungrateful,  if,  after  the  signal  protection  you 
once  afforded  me,  I  should  refuse  to  contri- 
bute toWards  your  happiness,  in  any  reason- 
able condescension."  Transported  at  this 
acknowledgement,  I  threw  myself  at  her  feet, 
and  begged  she  would  regard  my  passion 
with  a  favourable  eye :  she  was  alarmed  at 
my  behaviour,  entreated  me  to  rise,  lest  her 
brother  should  discover  me  in  that  posture, 
and  to  spare  her,  for  the  present,  upon  a 
subject  for  which  she  was  altogether  unpre- 
pared. In  consequence  of  this  remonstrance, 
I  arose,  assuring  her  I  would  rather  die  than 
disobey  her ;  but,  in  the  mean  time,  begged 
her  to  consider  how  precious  the  minutes  of 
this  opportunity  were,  and  what  restraint  I 
put  upon  my  inclination  in  sacrificing  them 
to  her  desire.  She  smiled  with  unspeakable 
sweetness,  and  said  there  would  be  no  want 
of  opportunities,  provided  I  could  maintain 
the  good  opinion  her  brother  had  conceived 
of  me ;  and  L  enchanted  by  her  charms, 
seized  her  hand,  which  I  well  nigh  devoured 
with  kisses.  But  she  checked  my  boldness 
with  a  severity  of  countenance,  and  desired 
I  would  not  so  far  forget  myself  or  her  as  to 
endanger  the  esteem  she  had  for  me :  she 
reminded  me  of  our  being  almost  strangers 
to  each  other,  and  of  the  necessity  there  was 
for  her  knowing  me  better  before  she  could 
take  any  resolution  in  my  favour ;  and,  in 
short,  mingled  so  much  good  sense  and  com- 
placency in  her  reproof,  that  I  became  as 
much  enamoured  of  her  understanding,  as  I 
had  been  before  of  her  beauty,  and  asked 
pardon  for  my  presumption  with  the  utmost 
reverence  of  conviction.  She  forgave  my 
offence  with  her  usual  affability  ;  and  sealed 
my  pardon  with  a  look  so  full  of  bewitching 
tenderness,  that  for  some  minutes  my  senses 
were  lost  in  ecstasy.  I  aflcrwards  endea- 
voured to  regulate  my  behaviour  according  to 
her  desire,  and  turn  the  conversation  upon  a 
more  indifferent  subject;  but  her  presence 
was  an  insurmountable  obstacle  to  my  design. 
While  I  beheld  so  much  excellence,  I  found 
it  impossible  to  call  my  attention  from  the 
contemplation  of  it.  I  gazed  with  unuttera- 
ble fondness ;  I  grew  mau  with  admiration. — 
"  My  condition  is  insupportable !"  cried  I,  "  I 
am  distracted  with  passion ;  why  are  you  so 
exquisitely  fair  1  why  are  you  so  enchantin^y 
good?  wny  has  nature  dignified  you  with 
charms  so  much  above  the  standard  of 
women  ?  and,  wretch  that  I  ain,  how  dares 
my  unworthiness  aspire  to  the  enjoyment  of 
such  perfection  ?" 

She  was  startled  at  my  ravings,  reasoned 
down  my  transport,  and  by  her  irresistible 
eloquence  soothed  my  soul  into  a  state  of 
tranquil  felicity  ;  but,  lest  I  might  sufibr  a 
relapse,  industriously  promoted  other  sub- 
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jects  to  entertain  my  imagfination .  She  chid 
ine  for  having  omitted  to  inquire  about  her 
aunt,  who  (she  assured  me),  in  the  midst  of 
all  her  absence  of  temper,  and  detachment 

'  fromcommonaffairs,  often  talked  of  me  with 
uncommon  warmth.  I  professed  my  venera- 
tion for  the  good  lady,  excused  my  omission, 

•  by  imputing  it  to  the  violence  of  my  love, 
which  engrossed  my  whole  soul,  and  desired 
to  know  the  situation  of  her  health :  upon 
which  the  amiable  Narcissa  repeated  what  I 
had  heard  before  of  her  marriage,  with  all 
the  tenderness  for  her  reputation  that  the 
subject  would  admit  of;  told  me  she  lived 
with  her  husband  hsrd  by,  and  was  so  much 
afflicted  with  the  dropsy  and  wasted  by  a 
consumption,  that  she  had  small  hopes  of 
her  recovery.  Having  expressed  my  sorrow 
for  her  distemper,  I  questioned  her  about  my 
good  friend  Mrs  Sagely,  who  I  learned  (to 
my  great  satisfaction)  was  still  in  good 
health,  and  who  had,  by  tAe  encomiums  she 
bestowed  upon  me  after  I  was  gone,  con- 
firmed the  &vourable  impressions  my  beha- 
viour at  parting  had  made  on  Narcissa's  heart. 
The  circumstance  introduced  an  inquiry  into 
the  conduct  of  Sir  Timothy  Thicket,  who 
(she  informed  me)  had  found  means  to  in- 
cense her  brother  so  nmch  against  me,  that 
she  found  it  impossible  to  undeceive  him; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  suffered  very  much  in 
her  own  character  by  his  scandalous  insinu- 
ations :  that  the  whole  parish  was  alarmed, 
and  actually  in  pursuit  of  me ;  so  that  she 
had  been  in  the  utmost  consternation  upon 
my  account,  well  knowing  how  little  my  uwn 
innocence  and  her  testimony  would  have 
weighed  with  the  ignorance,  prejudice,  and 
brutality,  of  those  who  must  have  judged  me, 
had  I  been  apprehended ;  that  Sir  Timothy, 
having  been  seized  with  a  fit  of  apoplexy, 
from  which  with  great  difficulty  he  was  re- 
covered, began  to  be  apprehensive  of  death, 
and  to  prepare  himself  accordindy  for  that 

^  fifreat  event ;  as  a  step  to  which  he  sent  for 
ner  brother,  owned  with  great  contrition  the 
brutal  design  he  had  upon  her,  and  of  conse- 
quence acquitted  me  of  the  assault,  robbery, 
and  correspondence  with  her,  which  he  laid 
to  my  charge ;  afler  which  confession  he 
lived  about  a  month  in  a  languishing  con- 
dition, and  was  carried  off  by  a  second  assault. 
Every  word  that  this  dear  creature  spoke 
riveted  the  chains  with  which  she  held  me 
ensiled:  my  mischievous  fancy  began  to 
and  the  tempest  of  my  passion  to  wake 
Lin,  when  the  return  of  Freeman  destroyed 
fie  temptil^  opportunity,  and  enabled  me 
yto  quell  the  rising  tumult.  A  little  while  af- 
ter  the  squire  staggered  into  the  room  rubbing 
his  eyes, — and  called  for  his  tea,  which  he 
drank  out  of  a  small  bowl,  qualified  with 
brandy,  while  we  took  it  in  the  usual  way. 
Narcissa  left  us  in  order  to  visit  her  aunt ; 
and  when  Freeman  and  I  proposed  to  take 
our  leave,  the  fox-hunter  insisted  on  our 
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spending  the  evening  at  his  house  with  such 
obstinacy  of  aflTection,  that  we  were  obliged 
to  comply.  For  my  own  part,  I  should  have 
been  glad  of  the  invitation,  by  which  (in  all 
likelihood)  I  should  be  blessed  with  more  of 
his  sister's  company,  had  I  not  been  afraid 
of  risking  her  esteem  by]  entering  into  a  de- 
bauch of  drinking  with  him — ^which,  from  the 
knowledge  of  his  character,  I  foresaw  would 
happen  :  but  there  was  no  remedy.  I  was 
forced  to  rel^  upon  the  strength  of  my  con- 
stitution, which  I  hoped  would  resist  intoxi- 
cation longer  than  the  squire's — and  to  trust 
to  the  good  nature  and  discretion  of  my  mis-, 
tress  for  the  rest. 

Our  entertainer,  resolving  to  bemn  by 
times,  ordered  the  table  to  be  furnished  with 
liquor  and  glasses  immediately  afler  tea;  but 
we  absolutely  refused  to  set  in  for  drinking 
so  soon,  and  prevailed  upon  him  to  pass  away 
an  hour  or  two  at  whist,  in  which  we  engaged 
as  soon  as  Narcissa  returned.  The  savage 
and  I  happened  to  be  partners  at  first ;  and 
as  my  thoughts  were  wholly  emploj^ed  in  a 
more  interesting  game,  I  played  so  ill,  that 
he  lost  all  patience,  swore  bitterly,  and 
threatened  to  call  for  wine  if  they  would  not 
grant  him  another  associate.  This  desire 
was  gratified,  and  Narcissa  and  I  were  of  a 
side ;  he  won  for  the  same  reason  that  made 
him  lose  before  :  I  was  satisfied,  my  lovely 
partner  did  not  repine,  and  the  time  slipped 
away  very  agreeably,  until  we  were  told  that 
supper  was  served  m  another  room. 

The  squire  was  enraged  to  find  the  even- 
ing so  unprofitably  spent,  and  wreaked  his 
vengeance  on  the  cards,  which  he  tore,  and 
committed  to  the  flames  with  many  execra- 
tions, threatening  to  make  us  redeem  our 
loss  with  a  large  glass  and  quick  circulation; 
and  indeed  we  had  no  sooner  supped,  and 
my  charmer  withdrawn,  than  he  began  to 
put  his  threats  in  execution.  Th(ee  bottles 
of  port  (for  he  drank  no  other  sort  of  wine) 
were  placed  before  us,  with  as  many  water- 
glasses,  which  were  immediately  filled  to  the 
brim,  after  his  example,  by  eacli  out  of  his 
respective  allowance^  and  emptied  in  a  trice, 
to  the  best  in  Christendom,  Though  I 
swallowed  this  and  the  next  as  fast  as  the 
glass  could  be  replenished,  without  hesitation 
or  show  of  reluctance,  I  perceived  that  my 
brain  would  not  be  able  to  bear  many  bump- 
ers of  this  sort ;  and,  dreading  the  perseve- 
ranee  of  a  champion  who  began  with  such 
vigour,  I  determined  to  make  up  for  the 
deficiency  of  my  strength  by  a  stratagem, 
Vhich  I  actually  put  in  practice  when  the 
second  course  of  bottles  was  called  for.  The 
wine  being  strong  and  heady,  I  was  already 
a  good  deSi  discomposed  by  the  dispatch  we 
had  made.  Freeman's  eyes  began  to  reel, 
and  Bruin  himself  was  elevated  into  a  song, 
which  he  uttered  with  great  vociferation. 
When  I  therefore  saw  the  second  round 
brought  in,  I  assumed  a  gay  air,  entertained 
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him  with  a  French  catch  on  the  subject  of 
drinking,  which,  though  he  did  not  under- 
stand it,  delighted  him  highly ;  and,  telling 
him  that  your  choice  spirits  at  Paris  never 
troubled  themselves  with  glasses,  asked  if 
«iie  had  not  a  bowl  or  cup  in  tlie  house  that 
would  contain  a  whole  quart  of  wine? 
*♦  Odds  niggers  !**  cried  he,  "  I  have  a  silver 
caudle  cup  that  holds  just  the  quantity,  for 
all  the  world— fetch  it  hither,  Numps." 
The  vessel  being  produced  I  made  him  de- 
cant his  bottle  into  it,  which  he  having  done, 
I  nodded  in  a  very  deliberate  manner,  and 
said,—"  Pledge  you."  He  stared  at  me  for 
some  time,  and  crying, — **  What !  all  at  one 
pull,  Meafiter  Randan  !"  I  answered, — "At 
one  pull,  sir, — ^you  are  no  milk-sop— we 
shall  do  you  justice.**  "Shall  you,"  said 
be,  shaking  me  by  the  hand,  "  odd  then  Pll 
see  it  out,  an  *t  were  a  mile  to  the  bottom. 
Ji|ere*«  to  our  better  acquaintance,  Measter 
Randan."  So  saying^,  he  applied  it  to  his 
lips,  and  emptied  it  in  a  breath.  I  knew 
the  effect  of  it  would  be  almost  instanti^neous ; 
therefore,  taking  the  cup,  began  to  discharge 
my  bottle  into  it,  telling  him  he  was  now 

?ualified  to  drink  with  the  cham  of  Tartary. 
had  no  sooner  pronounced  these  words, 
than  he  took  umbrage  at  them,  and,  afler 
several  attempts  to  spit,  made  shift  to  stutter 
out, — "A  f— t  for  your  chams  of  T — ^Tartar}' ! 
a  am  a  f—f— free-born  Englishman,  worth 
th — ^three  thousand  a-year,  and  v — ^value  no 
man,  damme  !"  Then  dropping  his  jaw, 
and  fixing  his  eyes,  he  hiccuped  aloud,  and 
fell  upon  the  floor,  as  mute  as  a  flounder. 
Mr  Freeman,  heartily  glad  at  his  defeat,  as- 
sisted me  in  carrying  him  to  bed,  where  we 
left  him  to  the  care  of  his  servants,  and  went 
home  to  our  respective  habitations,  congratu* 
lating  each  other  on  our  good  fortune. 


CHAPTER  LVn. 

Mt8$  Williams  informs  me  of  Narcissa^s 
approbation  of  my  Jlame — /  appease  the 
squire — write  to  my  mistress^  am  blessed 
with  an  answer — beg  leave  of  her  brother 
to  dance  with  her  at  a  ball;  obtain  his 
consent  and  hers^-enjoy  a  private  con- 
^versation  with  her — am  perplexed  with 
reflections — have  the  honour  of  appearing 
her  partner  at  a  ball — we  are  compliment' 
ed  oy  a  certain  nobleman — he  discovers 
some  symptoms  of  a  passion  for  Narcissa 
— /  am  stung  with  jeahusy^-Narcissof 
alarmed^  retires — I  observe  Melinda  in 
the  company — the  squire  is  captivated  by 
her  beauty, 

I  WAfl  met  next  morning,  at  the  usual  place, 
by  Miss  Williams,  who  ffave  me  Joy  of  the 
progieas  I  had  made  in  ttie  aflTection  of  her 
mistreis,  and  blessed  me  with  an  account  of 
that  dear  creature's  conversation  with  her, 


afler  she  had  retired  the  night  before  from 
our  company.  I  could  scarce  believe  her 
information,  when  she  recounted  her  express- 
ions in  my  favour,  so  much  more  warm  and 
passionate  w^re  they  than  my  most  sanguine 
hopes  had  presaged;  and  was  particularly 
pleased  to  hear  that  she  approved  of  my 
behaviour  to  her  brother  afler  she  withdrew. 
Transported  at  the  news  of  my  happiness,  £ 
presented  my  ring  to  the  messenger,  as  a 
testimony  of  my  gratitude  and  satisfaction ; 
but  she  was  above  such  mercenary  conside- 
rations, and  refused  my  compliment  with 
some  resentment,  saying  she  was  not  a  little 
mortified  to  see  my  opinion  of  her  so  low 
and  contemptible.  I  did  myself  a  piece  of 
justice  by  explaining  my  behaviour  on  this 
head,  and,  to  convince  her  of  my  esteem, 
promised  to  be  ruled  by  her  directions  in  the 
prosecution  of  the  whole  aflair,  which  I  had 
80  much  at  heart,  that  the  repose  of  my  life 
depended  upon  the  consequence. 

As  I  fervently  wished  for  another  inter- 
view, where  I  might  pour  out  the  cfiUsions 
of  my  love  without  danger  of  being  inter- 
rupted, and  perhaps  reap  some  endearing 
return  from  the  queen  of  my  desires,  I  im- 
plored her  advice  and  assistance  in  promoting 
this  event ;  but  she  gave  me  to  understand, 
that  Narcissa  would  make  no  precipitate 
compliances  of  this  kind,  and  that  I  would 
do  well  to  cultivate  her  brother's  acquaint- 
ance, in  the  course  of  which  1  should  not 
want  opportunities  of  removing  that  reserve 
which  my  mistress  thought  herself  obliged 
to  maintain  during  the  infancy  of  our  corres- 
pondence. In  the  mean  time  she  promised 
to  tell  her  lady,  that  I  had  endeavoured,  by 
presents  and  persuasions,  to  prevail  upon 
her  (Miss  Williams)  to  deliver  a  letter  from 
me,  which  she  had  refused  to  charge  herself 
with  until  she  should  know  Narcissa*s  senti- 
ments of  the  matter ;  and  said,  by  these 
means  she  did  not  doubt  of  bein^  able  to 
open  a  literary  communication  between  us, 
which  could  not  fail  of  introducing  more 
intimate  connexions. 

I  approved  of  her  counsel,  and  our  appoint- 
ment being  renewed  for  next  day,  left  her 
with  an  intent  of  falling  upon  some  method 
of  being  reconciled  to  the  squire,  who,  1 
supposed,  would  be  offended  with  the  trick 
we  had  put  upon  him.  With  this  view,  1 
consulted  Freeman,  who,  from  his  know- 
ledge of  the  fox-hunter's  disposition,  assured 
me  there  was  no  other  method  of  pacifying 
him,  than  that  of  sacrificing  ourselves  for 
one  night  to  an  equal  match  with  him  in 
drinking.  This  expedient  I  found  myself 
necessitated  to  comply  with  for  the  interest 
of  my  passion,  and  therefore  determined  to 
commit  the  debauch  at  mv  own  lodgings, 
that  I  might  run  no  risk  of  oeing  discovered 
by  Narcissa  in  a  state  of  brutal  d^effeneracy. 
Mr  Freeman,  who  was  to  be  of  the  party, 
went  at  my  desire,  to  the  squire,  in  order  to 
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engage  him,  while  I  took  care  to  furnish 
myself  for  his  reception.  My  invitation  was 
accepted,  my  guests  honoured  me  with  their 
company  in  the  evening,  when  Bruin  gave 
me  to  understand  that  he  had  drank  many 
tuns  of  wine  in  his  life,  but  was  never  served 
such  a  trick  as  I  had  plaved  upon  him  the 
night  before.  I  promised  to  atone  for  my 
trespass,  and  having  ordered  to  every  man 
his  bottle,  began  the  contest  with  a  bumper 
to  the  health  of  Narcissa.  The  toasts  circu- 
lated  with  great  devotion,  the  liquor  began 
to  operate,  our  mirth  grew  noisy,  and  as 
Freeman  and  I  had  theadvantage  of  drinking 
small  French  claret,  the  savage  was  effectu- 
ally tamed  before  our  senses  were  in  the 
least  affected,  and  carried  home  in  an  apo- 
plexy of  drunkenness. 

I  was  next  morning,  as  usual,  favoured 
with  a  visit  from  my  kmd  and  punctual  con- 
fidante, who  telling  me  she  was  permitted  to 
receive  my  letters  for  her  mistress,  I  took  up 
my  pen  immediately,  and  following  the  first 
dictates  of  my  passion,  wrote  as  Allows : — 

**  Dear  Madam, 

«*  Were  it  possible  for  the  powers  of  utter- 
ance 10  reveal  the  soil  emotions  of  my  soul, 
the  fond  anxiety,  the  glowing  hopes,  the 
chiUinff  fears,  that  rule  my  breast  by  turns, 
I  shomd  need  no  other  witness  than  this 
paper  to  evince  the  purity  and  ardour  of  that 
flame  your  charms  have  kindled  in  my 
heart.  But,  alas!  expression  wrongs  my 
love !  I  am  inspired  with  conceptions  that 
no  language  can  convey !  Your  beauty  fills 
me  with  wonder,  your  understanding  with 
ravishment,  and  your  goodness  with  adora- 
tion !  I  am  transported  with  desire,  dis- 
tracted with  doubts,  and  tortured  with  impa- 
tience !  Sufibr  me,  then,  lovely  arbitress  of 
my  fate,  to  approach  you  in  person,  to 
breathe  in  soft  murmurs  my  passion  to 
your  ear,  to  offer  the  sacrifice  of  a  heart 
overflowing  with  the  most  genuine  and  dis- 
interested love,  to  gaze  with  ecstasy  on  the 
divine  object  of  my  wishes,  to  hear  the  music 
of  her  enchanting  tongue,  and  to  rejoice  in 
her  smiles  of  approbation,  which  will  banish 
the  most  intolerable'suspense  from  the  bosom 
of  your  enraptured 

"  R R ." 

Having  finished  this  effusion,  I  committed 
it  to  the  care  of  my  faithful  friend,  with  an 
injunction  to  second  my  entreaty  with  all 
her  eloquence  and  influence;  and,  in  the 
mean  time,  went  to  dress,  with  an  intention 
of  visiting  Mrs  Snapper  and  Miss,  whom  I 
had  utterly  neglected,  and  indeed  almost 
forgot,  since  my  dear  Narcissa  had  resumed 
the  empire  of  my  soul.  The  old  gentlewo- 
man received  me  very  kindly,  and  miss 
affected  a  frankness  and  ^iety,  which,  how- 
ever, I  could  easily  perceive  were  forced  and 
dissembled ;  among  other  things,  she  pre- 
tended to  joke  me  upon  my  passion  for 
Narcissa,  which  she  averred  was  no  secret. 


and  aflked  if  I  intended  to  dance  with  her  at 
the  next  asseroUy.  I  was  a  good  deal  con* 
cemed  to  find  myself  become  the  town-talk 
on  this  Bubiect,  lest  the  squire,  having  notice 
of  my  inclinations,  should  disapprove  of 
them,  and,  by  breaking  off  all  correspond-k 
ence  with  me,  deprive  me  of  the  opportuni- 
ties  I  now  enjoyed.  But  I  resolved  to  use 
the  interest  1  had  with  him  while  it  lasted ; 
and  that  very  night,  meeting  him  occasion* 
aUy,  asked  his  permission  to  solicit  her 
company  at  the  ball,  which  he  very  readily 
granted,  to  my  inexpressible  satisfaction. 

Having  been  kept  awake  the  greatest  part 
of  the  night  by  a  thousand  delightful  reveries 
that  took  possession  of  my  fancy,*  I  got  up 
by  times,  and,  flying  to  the  place  of  rendez- 
vous,  had  in  a  litue  time  the  pleasing  of 
seeing  Miss  Williams  approach  with  a  smile 
on  her  countenance,  which  I  interpreted  into 
a  good  omen.  Neither  was  I  mistaken  in 
my  presa^ ;  she  presented  me  with  a  letter 
from  the  idol  of  my  soul,  which,  alter  having 
kissed  it  devoutly,  I  opened  with  the  utmost 
eagerness,  and  was  blessed  with  her  appro- 
bation in  these  terms : — 

"  SlK, 

<*  To  say  I  look  upon  yon  with  indifference, 
would  be  a  piece  of  dissimulation,  which  I 
think  no  decorum  requires,  and  no  custom 
can  justify.  As  my  heart  never  felt  an  im- 
pression that  my  tongue  was  ashamed  to 
declare,  I  will  not  scruple  to  own  ravself 
pleased  with  your  passion,  confident  of'^your 
integrity,  and  so  well  convinced  of  my  own 
discretion,  that  I  should  not  hesitate  in 
muting  you  the  interview  you  desire,  were 
I  not  overawed  by  the  prying  curiosity  of  a 
malicious  world,  the  censure  of  which  might 
be  fatally  prejudicial  to  the  reputation  of  your 

"  Narcissa." 

No  anchorite  in  the  ecstasy  of  devotion 
ever  adored  a  relique  with  more  fervour  than 
that  with  which  I  kissed  this  inimitable 
proof  of  my  charmer's  candour,  generosity, 
and  affection.  I  read  it  over  a  hundred 
times ;  was  ravished  ,with  her  confession  in 
the  beginning ;  but  the  subscription  of  your 
Narcissa  yielded  me  such  delight  as  I  had 
never  felt  before.  Mv  happiness  was  still 
increased  by  Miss  Williams,  who  blessed  me 
with  a  repetition  of  her  lady's  tender  es- 
pressions  m  my  fiivour,  when  she  received 
and  read  my  letter.  In  short,  I  had  all  the 
reason  in  the  world  to  believe  that  this  gen- 
tle creature's  bosom  was  possessed  by  a 
"passion  for  me,  as  warm,  though  perhaps  not 
so  impetuous,  as  mine  for  her. 

I  informed  my  friend  of  the  squire's  con- 
sent to  my  dancing  with  Narcissa  at  the  ball, 
and  desired  her  to  tell  her  mistress,  that  I 
would  do  myself  the  honour  of  visiting  her 
in  the  afternoon,  in  consequence  of  his  per- 
mission, when  I  hoped  to  find  her  as  indul- 
gent as  her  brother  had  been  complaisant  in 
that  particular.    Miss  Williams  expressed  a 
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frood  deal  of  joy  at  hearing  I  was  so  much 
in  fiiyoiir  with  the  fox-hunter,  and  ventured 
to«0sare  me,  that  roy  visit  would  be  very 
agreeable  to  my  mistress,  the  rather  because 
Bruin  was  engaged  to  dine  abroad.  This 
was  a  circumstance  which  I  scarce  need  say 
pleased  me.  I  went  immediately  to  the 
lonff-room,  where  I  found  him,  and,  affecting 
to^  know  nothing  of  his  engagement,  told 
him,  I  would  do  myself  the  pleasure  to  wait 
lipoid  him  in  the  afternoon,  and  present  his 
sister  with  a  ticket  for  the  bsll.  He  shook 
me  by  the  hand,  according  to  custom,  and, 
giving  me  to  understand  that  he  was  to  dine 
abroad,  desired  me  to  go  and  drink  tea  with 
Narcissa  notwithstanding,  and  promised  to 
pr^are  her  for  my  visit  in  the  mean  time. 

Every  thing  succeeding  thus  to  my  wish, 
I  waited  with  incredible  impatience  for  the 
time,  which  no  sooner  arrived  than  I  has- 
tened to  the  scene,  which  my  fancy  had 
prer(^upied  long  before.  I  was  introduced 
accoraingly  to  the  dear  enchantress,  whom 
I  found  accompanied  by  Miss  Williams,  who, 
on  pretence  of  ordering  tea,  retired  at  my 
approach.  This  favourable  accident,  which 
alarmed  my  whole  soul,  disordered  her  also. 
[  found  myself  actuated  by*  an  irresistible 
impulse ;  I  advanced  to  her  with  ea^rness 
and  awe,  and,  profiting  by  the  confusion  that 
prevailed  over  her,  clasped  the  fair  angel  in 
my  arms  and  imprinted  a  glowing  kiss  upon 
her  lips,  more  soft  and  fragrant  than  the 
dewy  rose-bud  just  bursting  from  the  stem. 
Her  face  was  in  an  instant  covered  with 
blushes — her  eyes  sparkled  with  resentment 
— I  threw  myself  at  her  feet,  and  implored 
her  pardon.  Her  love  became  an  advocate 
in  my  cause ;  her  look  softened  into  forgive- 
ness ;  she  raised  me  up,  and  chid  me  with  so 
much  sweetness  of  displeasure,  that  I  should 
have  been  tempted  to  repeat  the  offence,  had 
not  the  coming  in  of  a  servant  with  the  tea- 
board  prevented  my  presumption.  While 
we  were  subject  to  be  intemipted  or  over- 
heard, we  conversed  about  the  approaching 
ball,  at  which  she  promised  to  grace  me  as  a 
partner;  but  when  the  l^uipage  was  removed, 
and  we  were  left  alone,  I  resumed  the  more 
interesting  theme,  and  expressed  myself  with 
such  transport  and  agitation,  that  my  mis- 
tiess,  fearing  I  would  commit  some  extrava- 
gance, rung  the  bell  for  her  maid,  whom  she 
detained  in  the  room  as  a  check ^upon  my 
vivacity.  I  was  not  sorry  for  this  precaution, 
because  I  could  unbosom  myself  without  re- 
serve before  Miss  Williams,  who  was  th|[ 
confidante  of  us  both.  I  therefore  gave  a 
loose  to  the  inspirations  of  my  passion,  which 
operated  so  successfully  upon  the  tender 
affections  of  Narcissa,  that  she  laid  aside  the 
constraint  she  had  hitherto  worn,  and  blessed 
me  with  the  most  melting  declaration  of  her 
nratoal  flame.  It  was  impossible  for  me  to 
foibear  taking  the  advantage  of  this  endear- 
ing ocmdescension.    She  now  gently  yielded 


to  my  embraces,  while  I,  encircling  all  that 
I  held  dear  within  my  arms,  tasted  in  advance 
the  joys  of  that  paradise  I  hoped  in  a  little 
time  wholly  to  possess.  We  spent  the  after- 
noon in  all  the  ecstasy  of  hope,  that  the  most 
fervent  love,  exchanged  by  mutual  vows, 
could  inspire;  and  Miss  Williams  was  so 
much  affected  with  our  chaste  caresses,  which 
recalled  the  sad  remembrance  of  what  sh^ 
was,  that  her  eyes  were  filled  with  tears. ' 

The  evening  being  pretty  far  advanced,  I 
forced  myself  from  the  dear  object  of  my 
flame,  who  indulged  me  in  a  tender  embrace 
at  parting ;  and,  repairing  to  my  lodging, 
communicated  to  my  friend  Strap  every  cir- 
cumstance  of  my  happiness,  which  filled  him 
with  so  much  pleasure,  that  it  ran  over  at  his 
eyes ;  and  he  prayed  heartily,  that  no  envious 
devil  might,  as  formerly,  dash  the  cup  of 
blessing  from  my  lip.  When  I  reflected  on 
what  had  happened,  and  especially  on  the 
unreserved  protestations  of  Narcissa's  love, 
I  could  not  help  being  amazed  at  her  omit- 
ting to  inquire  into  the  particular  circum- 
stances of  the  life  and  fortune  of  one  whom 
she.  had  favoured  with  her  affection  ;  and  I 
began  to  be  a  little  anxious  about  t^e  situ- 
ation of  her  finances,  well  knowing  that  I 
should  do  an  irreparable  injury  to  the  person 
my  soul  held  most  dear,  if  I  should  espouse 
her,  without  being  able  to  support  her  in  the 
rank  which  was  certainly  her  due.  I  had 
heard,  indeed,  while  I  served  her  aunt,  that 
her  father  had  left  her  a  considerable  sum, 
and  that  every  body  believed  she  would  in- 
herit the  greatest  part  of  her  kinswoman's 
dowry  ;  but  I  did  not  know  how  far  she  might 
be  restricted  by  the  old  gentleman's  will  in 
the  enjoyment  of  what  he  left  her ;  and  I  was 
too  well  informed  of  the  virtuoso's  late  con- 
duct, to  think  my  mistress  could  have  any 
expectations  from  that  quarter.  I  confided, 
however,  in  the  good  sense  and  policy  of  my 
charmer,  who,  I  was  sure,  would  not  consent 
to  unite  her  fate  with  mine,  before  she  had 
fully  considered  and  provided  for  the  con- 
sequence. 

The  ball-night  being  arrived,  I  dressed 
myself  in  a  suit  I  had  reserved  for  some 
grand  occasion ;  and,  having  drank  tea  w^ith 
Narcissa  and  her  brother,  conducted  my 
anfiel  to  the  scene,  where  she  in  a  moment 
eclipsed  aU  her  female  competitors  for  beautv, 
and  attracted  the  admiration  of  the  whole 
assembly.  My  heart  dilated  with  pride  on 
this  occasion,  and  my  triumph  rejected  all 
bounds,  when,  after  we  had  danced  together, 
a  certain  nobleman,  remarkable  for  his  figure 
and  influence  in  the  beau  mondet  came  up, 
and,  in  the  hearing  of  all  present,  honoured 
us  with  a  very  particular  compliment  upon 
our  accomplishments  and  appearance;  but 
this  transport  was  soon  checked,  when  I 
perceived  his  lordship  atlAch  himself  with 
great  assiduity  to  my  mistress,  and  say  some 
wann  things,  which  I  thought  savoured  too 
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much  of  paMion.  It  was  Ujen  I  began  to 
feel  the  pans8  of  jealousy — I  dreaded  the 
power  and  address  of  my  rival — I  sickened 
at  his  discourse.  When  she  opened  her  lips 
to  answer,  ray  heart  died  within  me ;  when 
she  smiled*  I  felt  the  pains  of  the  damned. 
I  was  enraged  at  his  presumption ;  I  cursed 
her  complaisance :  at  length  he  quitted  her, 
and  went  to  the  other  side  of  the  room. 
Narcissa  suspecting  nothing  of  the  rage  that 
inflamed  me,  put  some  questions  to  me  as 
soon  as  he  was  gone,  to  which  I  made  no 
reply,  but  assumed  a  ^im  look,  which  too 
well  denoted  the  agitation  of  my  breast,  and 
surprised  her  not  a  little.  She  no  sooner 
observed  my  emotion,  than  she  changed  co- 
lour, and  asked  what  ailed  me ;  but  t^fore  I 
could  make  answer,  her  brother,  pulling  me 
by  the  sleeve,  bade  me  take  notice  of  a  lady 
who  sat  fronting  us,  whom  I  immediately,  to 
my  vast  astonishment,  distinguished  to  be 
Alelinda,  accompanied  by  her  mother,  and 
an  elderlv  gentleman  whom  I  did  not  know. 
«<  Wounds !  Mr  Randan,"  cried  the  squire, 
'*  is  she  not  a  delicate  piece  of  stuff  ?  *Sdeath ! 
I  have  a  good  mind — if  I  thought  she  was  a 
single  jwrson."  Notwithstanding  the  per- 
plexity I  was  in,  I  had  reflection  enough  to 
foresee  that  my  passion  might  sufler  greatly 
by  the  presence  of  this  lady,  who  in  Sll  pro- 
bability would  revenge  herself  upon  me  for 
having  formerly  disgiaced  her,  by  spreading 
reports  to  my  prejudice.  1  was  therefore 
alarmed  at  these  symptoms  of  the  squire's 
admiration,  and  for  some  time  did  not  know 
what  reply  to  make,  when  he  asked  my 
opinion  of  her  beauty :  at  length  I  came  to  a 
determination,  and  told  him  that  her  name 
was  Melinda,  and  that  she  had  a  fortune 
of  ten  thousand  pounds:  and  was  said  to 
be  under  nromise  of  marriage  to  a  certain 
lord,  who  deferred  his  nuptiab  a  few  months, 
until  he  should  be  of  a^.  I  thought  this 
piece  of  intelligence,  which  1  had  myself  in- 
vented, would  nave  hindered  him  efirectually 
from  entertaining  an^  farther  thoughts  of 
her ;  but  I  was  egregiously  mistaken.  The 
fox-hunter  had  too  much  self-sufficiency  to 
despair  of  success  against  any  competitor  on 
earth :  he  therefore  made  light  of  her  engage- 
ment, saying,  with  a  smile  of  self-approba- 
tion,— **  Mayhap  she  will  change  her  mind — 
what  signifies  his  being  a  lord  ?  I  think  my- 
self as  good  a  man  as  e'er  $t  lord  in  Christen- 
dom;— and  I'll  see  if  a  commoner  worth 
three  thousand  a-year  won't  serve  her  turn." 
fhis  determination  startled  me  not  a  little ; 
I  knew  he  would  soon  discover  the  contrary 
of  what  I  advanced ;  and  as  I  believed  he 
would  find  her  ear  open  to  his  addresses,  did 
not  doubt  of  meeting  with  every  obstacle  in 
my  amour  that  her  malice  coula  invent,  and 
her  influence  execute.  This  reflection  in- 
creased my  cha||pin.  My  vexation  was  evi- 
dent. Narcissa  msisted  on  going  home  im- 
mediately ;  and,  as  I  led  her  to  the  door,  hor 


noble  admirer,  with  a  look  full  of  languish- 
ment,  directed  to  her  a  profound  bow,  which 
stung  me  to  the  soul.  Before  she  went  into 
the  chair,  she  asked,  with  an  appearance  of 
concern,  what  was  the  matter  with  me; 
and  I  could  pronounce  no  more  than — *'  By 
heaven !  I'm  distracted." 


CHAPTER  LVIIL 

Tortured  toith  jealousy^  I  go  home  and 
abuse  Strap — receive  a  message  from 
Narcissa,  in  consequence  of  which  I  Jtus* 
ten  to  her  apartment^  where  her  endear- 
ing  assurances  bantsh  all  my  doubts  and 
apprehensions^-in  my  retreat  discover 
somebody  in  the  dark,  whom,  suspecting 
to  be  a  spy,  I  resolve  to  kill ;  but,  to  my 
great  surprise,  am  convinced  of  his  being 
no  other  tJum  Strap — Melinda  slanders 
me — /  become  acquainted  with  Lord  Qui- 
verwit,  who  endeavours  to  sound  me  with 
regard  to  Narcissa — the  squire  is  tnf ro- 
duced  to  his  lordship,  and  grows  cold  to- 
wards me — /  learn  from  my  confidante, 
that  this  nobleman  professes  honourable 
love  to  my  mistress,  who  continues  faith- 
ful to  me,  notwithstanding  the  scandalius 
reports  she  has  heard  to  my  prejudice-^ 
I  am  mortified  with  an  assurance  that 
her  whole  fortune  depends  upon  the  plea- 
sure of  her  brother — Mr  Freeman  ion^ 
doles  me  on  the  decline  of  my  character, 
which  I  vindicate  so  much  to  his  satis* 
faction,  that  Jie  undertakes  to  combat 
fame  in  my  behalf  \ 

Havimo  uttered  this  exclamation,  at  which 
she  sighed,  I  went  home  in  the  condition 
of  a  frantic  bedlamite ;  and  finding  the  fire 
in  my  apartment  almost  extinguished,  vented 
my  fury  upon  poor  Strap,  whose  ear  I  pinched 
with  such  violence,  that  he  roared  hideously 
with  pain, -and,  when  I  quitted  my  hold, 
looked  so  foolishly  aghast,  that  no  uncon- 
cerned spectator  could  have  seen  him,  with- 
out being  seized  wili  an  immoderate  fit  of 
laughter.  It  is  true,  I  was  soon  sensible  of 
the  injury  I  had  done,  and  asked  pardon  foi* 
the  outriu^  I  had  committed;  upon  which 
my  faithful  valet,  shaking  his  head,  said,'^- 
"  I  forgive  you,  and  may  God  foi^ve  you." 
But  he  qpuld  not  help  shedding  some  tears 
at  my  unkindness.  I  felt  unspeakable  re- 
morse for  what  I  had  done,  cursed  my  own 
ingratitude,  and  considered  his  tears  as  a 
reproach  that  my  soul,  in  her  present  disturb- 
ance, could  not  bear.  It  set  all  my  passions 
into  a  ferment ;  I  swore  horrible  oaths  with- 
out meaning  or  application,  I  foamed  at  the 
mouA,  kicked  the  chairs  about  the  room, 
and*  played  abundance  of  mad  pranks,  tkat 
inghtened  my  friend  almost  out  of  his  sensis. 
At  length  my  transport  subsided,  I  became 
melancholy,  and  wept  insensibly. 
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During,  my  state  of  dejection,  I  was  sor- 
prised  with  the  appearance  of  Miss  Wil- 
liams,  whom  Strap*  blubbering  all  the  while, 
bad  conducted  into  the  chamber,  without 
giving  me  previous  notice  of  her  approach. 
She  was  extremely  afiected  with  my  condi- 
tion, which  she  had  learned  from  him,  beg- 
ged me  to  moderate  my  passion,  suspend 
my  conjectures,  and  follow  her  to  Narcissa, 
who  desired  to  see  me  forthwith.  That 
dear  name  operated  upon  me  like  a  charm. 
I  started  up,  and  without  opening  my  lips, 
was  conducted  into  her  apartment  through 
the  garden,  which  we  entered  by  a  private 
door.  I  found  the  adorable  creature  in  tears. 
I  was  melted  at  the  sights— we  continued 
silent  for  some  time — ^my  heart  was  too  full 
to  speak — ^her  snowy  bosom  heaved  with  fond 
resentment; — at  last  she  sobbing  cried, — 
"  What  have  I  done  to  disoblige  you  V*  My 
heart  was  pierced  with  the  tender  question  ! 
I  drew  near  with  the  utmost  reverence  of 
affection ! — I  fell  upon  my  knees  before  her, 
and,  kissing  her  hand,  exclaimed, — *'  O ! 
thou  art  all  goodness  and  perfection  !  I  am 
undone  by  my  want  of  merit ! — I  am  unwor- 
thy to  possess  thy  charms,  which  heaven 
hath  destined  for  the  arms  of  some  more 
favoured  being."  She  guessed  the  cause  of 
my  disquiet,  upbraided  me  gently  for  my 
suspicion,  and  gave  me  such  flattering  as- 
surances of  her  eternal  fidelity,  that  aU  my 
doubts  and  fears  forsook  me,  and  peace  and 
satis&ction  reigned  within  my  breast. 

At  midnight  I  left  the  fair  nymph  to  her 
repose,  and  being  let  out  by  Miss  Williams, 
at  the  ffarden  gate  by  which  I  entered,  began 
to  explore  mv  way  homeward  in  the  dark, 
when  I  heara  at  my  back  a  noise  like  that 
of  a  baboon  when  he  mews  and  chatters.  I 
turned  instantly,  and  perceiving  something 
black,  concluded  I  was  discovered  by  some 
spy  employed  to  watch  for  that  purpose: 
aroused  at  this  conjecture,  by  which  the  re- 
putation of  the  virtuous  Narcissa  appeared 
in  jeopardy,  I  drew  my  sword,  ana  would 
have  sacrificed  him  to  her  fame,  had  not  the 
voice  of  Strap  restraftied  my  arm :  it  was 
with  great  difficulty  he  could  pronounce, — 
«  D  d  do !  mum — um — urn— murder  me,  if 
you  please."  Such  an  effect  had  the  cold 
upon  his  jaws,  that  his  teeth  rattled  like  a 
pair  of  castanets.  Pleased  to  be  thus  un- 
deceived, I  laughed  at  his  consternation,  and 
asked  what  brought  him  thither  7  upon  which 
he  gave  me  to  understand,  that  his  concern 
for  me  had  induced  him  to  follow  me  to  that 
place,  where  the  same  reason  had  detained 
him  till  now ;  and  he  frankly  owned,  that,  in 
spite  of  the  esteem  he  had  for  Miss  Wil- 
liams, he  began  to  be  very  uneasy  about  me, 
considering  the  disposition  in  which  f  went 
abroad,  and  if  I  had  staid  much  longer,  wodd 
have  certainly  alarmed  the  neighbourhood  in 
roy  behalf.  The  knowledge  of  this  his  inten- 
lion  confounded  me.    I  represented  to  him 


the  mischievous  consequences  that  would 
have  attended  such  a  rash  action,  and  can- 
tioning  him  severely  against  any  such  design 
for  the  future,  concluded  my  admonition  with 
an  assurance,  that  in  case  he  should  ever  act 
so  madly,  I  would,  without  hesitation,  put 
him  to  death.  '«*Have  a  little  patience," 
cried  he  in  a  lamentable  tone,  "your  dis- 
pleasure wQl  do  the  business,  without  your 
committing  murder."  I  was  touched  with 
this  reproach ;  and,  as  soon  as  we  got  home, 
made  it  my  business  to  appease  him,  Dy  ex- 
plaining the  cause  of  that  transport  during 
which  I  had  used  him  so  unworthily. 

Next  day,  when  I  went  into  the  long- room, 
I  observed  several  whispers  circulate  all  of  a 
sudden,  and  did  not  doubt  that  Melinda  had 
been  busy  with  my  character :  but  I  consoled 
myself  with  the  love  of  Narcissa,  upon  which 
I  rested  with  the  most  perfect  confidence, 
and  going  up  to  the  rowly-powly  table,  won 
a  few  pieces  from  my  suspected  rival,  who, 
with  an  easy  politeness,  entered  into  con- 
versation with  me,  and  desiring  my  company 
at  the  coffeehouse,  treated  me  with  tea  and 
chocolate.  I  remembered  Strutwell,  and 
guarded  against  his  insinuating  behaviour; 
nor  was  my  suspicion  wrong  placed ;  he  art- 
fully turned  the  discourse  upon  Narcissa,  and 
endeavoured,  by  hinting  at  an  intrigue  he 

{)retended  to  be  enjfsged  in  elsewhere,  to 
earn  what  connection  there  was  between 
her  and  me.  But  all  his  finesse  was  inef^ 
fectual ;  I  was  convinced  of  his  dissimula- 
tion, and  ffave  such  general  answers  to  his 
inquiries,  that  he  was  forced  to  drop  the  sub- 
ject and  talk  of  something  else. 

While  we  conversed  in  this  manner,  the 
savage  came  in  with  another  gentleman^ 
who  introduced  him  to  his  lordship  ;  and  he 
was  received  with  such  peculiar  marks  of 
distinction,  that  I  was  persuaded  the  courtier 
intended  to  use  him  in  some  shap^  or  other ; 
and  from  thence  I  drew  an  unlucky  omen. 
But  I  had  more  cause  to  be  dismayed  the 
following  day,  when  I  saw  the  squire  in 
company  witn  Melinda  and  her  mother,  who 
honoured  me  with  several  disdainful  glances; 
and  when  I  afterwards  threw  myself  in  his 
way,  instead  of  the  cordial  shake  of  the 
hand,  he  returned  my  salute  with  a  cold  re« 
petition  of— <*  Servant,  servant ;"  which  he 
pronounced  with  such  indifference,  or  rather 
contempt,  that,  ifhe  had  not  been  Narcissa's 
brother,  I  should  have  affronted  him  in  public. 

These  occurrences  disturbed  me  not  a 
little.  I  foresaw  the  brooding  storm,  and 
armed  myself  with  resolution  for  the  oc- 
casion ;  but  Narcissa  being  at  stake,  I  was 
far  from  being  resigned.  I  could  have  re- 
nounced every  other  comfort  of  life  with 
some  degree  of  fortitude ;  but  the  prospect  of 
losing  her  disabled  all  my  philosophy,  and 
tortured  my  soul  into  madness. 

Miss  Williams  found  roe  next  morning 
full  of  anxious  tumult,  which  did  not  abate 
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when  she  told  me^  that  my  Lord  Quiverwit, 
haTin^f  professed  honourable  intentions,  had 
been  introduced  to  my  lovely  mistress  by  her 
brotheft  who  had,  at  the  same  time,  from  the 
information  of  Melinda,  spoken  of  me  as  an 
Irish  fortune-hunter,  without  either  birth  or 
estate  ;  who  supported  myself  in  the  appear- 
ance of  a  gentleman  by  sharping  and  other 
infamous  practices ;  and  who  was  of  such  an 
obscure  ori^n,  that  I  did  not  even  know  my 
own  extraction.  Though  I  expected  all  this 
malice,  I  could  not  hear  it  with  temper,  es- 
pecially as  truth  was  so  blended  with  false- 
hood in  the  assertion,  that  it  would  be  al- 
most impossible  to  separate  the  one  from  the 
other  in  my  vindication.  But  I  said  nothing 
on  this  head,  being  impatient  to  know  how 
Narcissa  had  been  affected  with  the  disco- 
very. That  generous  creature,  far  from  be- 
lieving these  imputations,  was  no  sooner 
withdrawn  with  her  confidante,  than  she  in- 
veighed with  great  warmth  against  the  ma- 
levolence of  the  world,  to  wmch  only  she 
ascribed  the  whole  of  what  had  been  said  to 
my  disadvantage  ;  and  calling  every  circum- 
stance of  my  behaviour  to  her  into  review 
before  her,  found  every  thing  so  polite,  hon- 
ourable, snd  disinterested,  that  she  could 
not  harbour  the  least  doubt  of  my  being  tlie 
gentleman  I  assumed.  **I  have  indeed," 
said  she,  '*  purposelv  forbore  to  ask  the  par- 
ticulars of  his  life,  list  the  recapitulation  of 
some  misfortunes  which  he  has  undergone 
should  give  him  pain  :  and  as  to  the  article 
of  his  fortune,  I  own  myself  equally  afraid  of 
inquiring  into  it,  and  of  discovering  the  situ- 
ation of  my  own,  lest  we  should  find  ourselves 
both  unhappy  in  the  explanation  ;  for  alas  ! 
my  provision  is  conditional,  and  depends 
entirely  on  my  marrying  with  my  brother's 
consent. 

I  was  thunderstruck  with  this  intelligence; 
the  light  forsook  my  eyes,  the  colour  van- 
ished from  my  cheeks,  and  I  remained  in  a 
state  of  universal  trepidation.  My  female 
friend,  perceiving  my  disorder,  encouraged 
me  with  assurances  of  Narcissa's  constancy, 
and  the  hope  of  some  accident  favourable  to 
our  love ;  and,  as  a  farther  consolation,  gave 
me  to  understand,  that  she  had  acquainted 
my  mistress  with  the  outlines  of  my  life ; 
and,  that,  although  she  wad  no  stranger  to 
Uie  present  low  state  of  my  finances,  her 
love  and  esteem  were  rather  increased  than 
diminished  by  the  knowledge  of  my  circum- 
stances. I  was  greatlv  comforted  by  this 
assurance,  which  saved  me  a  world  of  con- 
fusion and  anxiety  :  for  1  must  have  imparted 
my  situation  one  day  to  Narcissa ;  and  this 
task  I  could  not  have  performed  without 
shame  and  disorder. 

As  I  did  not  doubt  that,  by  this  time,  the 
scandalous  aspersions  of  Melinda  were  dif* 
fused  all  over  the  town,  I  resolved  to  collect 
my  whole  strength  of  assurance,  to  browbeat 
tfa«  c^orts  of  her  malice*  and  to  publish  her 


adventure  with  the  frenchified  barber,  by 
way  of  reprisal.  In  the  mean  time,  having 
promised  to  be  at  the  garden  gate  about 
midnight.  Miss  Williams  took  her  leave,  bid^ 
ding  me  repose  myself  entirely  on  the  aflTec- 
tton  of  my  dear  Naroissa,  which  was  as  per- 
fect as  inviolable.  Before  I  went  abroad,  I 
was  visited  by  Freeman,  who  came  on  pur- 
pose to  inform  me  of  the  infamous  stories 
that  were  raised  at  my  expense.  I  heard 
them  with  great  temper,  and  in  my  turn  dis* 
closed  every  thing  that  had  happened  be- 
tween Melinda  and  me ;  and,  amonff  other 
circumstances,  entertained  him  with  the  story 
of  the  barber,  letting  him  know  what  share 
his  friend  Banter  had  in  that  affair.  H^  was 
convinced  of  the  injury  *mv  reputation  had 
suffered ;  and  no  longer  doubting  the  fountain 
from  whence  this  deluge  of  slander  had 
flowed  upon  me,  undertook  to  undeceive  the 
town  in  my  behalf,  and  roll  the  stream  back 
upon  its  source  ;  but,  in  the  mean  time,  cau- 
tioned me  from  appearing  in  public  while 
the  prepossession  was  so  strong  sjgainst  me» 
lest  1  should  meet  with  some  anront  that 
might  have  bad  consequences. 


CHAPTER  UX. 

/  receive  an  extraordinary  messiu^e  at  the 
door  of  the  long-room,  which  f  however 
entert  and  affront  the  squire^  who  threat^ 
ens  to  take  the  law  of  me — rebuke  Me- 
linda  for  her  malice — she  weeps  yoith 
vexation — Lord  Quiverwit  is  severe  upon 
me-^I  retort  his  sarcasm— am  received 
with  the  utmost  tenderness  by  Narcissa, 
who'desires  to  hear  the  story  of  my  life^' 
we  vow  eternal  constancy  to  one  another--' 
I  retire — am  waked  by  a  messenger,  who 
brings  me  a  challenge  from  Quiverwit, 
whom  I  meet,  engage,  and  vtmquish. 

I  THANKBD  him  for  his  advice,  which,  how- 
ever, my  pride  and  resentment  would  not 
permit  me  to  follow ;  for  he  no  sooner  left 
me,  in  order  to  do  justice  to  my  character 
amonff  his  friends  and  acquaintance,  than  I 
saJlied  out,  and  went  directly  to  the  long- 
room.  I  was  met  at  the  door  by  a  servant, 
who  presented  to  me  a  billet  without  a  sub- 
scription, importing  that  my  presencie  was 
disagreeable  to  the  company,  and  desirinff  I 
would  take  the  hint  without  further  disturo- 
ance,  and  bestow  myself  elsewhere  for  the 
future.  This  peremptory  message  filled  me 
with  indignation.  I  followed  the  fellow  who 
delivered  it,  and  seizing  him  by  the  collar,  in 
presence  of  all  the  company,  threatened  to  put 
nim  instantly  to  death,  if  he  did  not  discover 
the  scoundrel  who  had  charged  him  with 
such  an  impudent  commission,  that  I  might 
punish  him  as  he  deserved.  The  messenger* 
affrighted  at  my  menaces  and  furious  looks, 
I  fell  upon  his  knees,  and  told  me,  that  the 
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ffentlemaii  who  ordered  him  to  deliver  the 
tetter  was  no  other  than  Narcissa's  brother, 
who,  at  that  time,  stood  at  the  other  end  of 
the  room,  talking  to  Melinda.     I  went  up  to 
him.  immediately,  and,  in  the  hearing  of  his 
inamorata,  accosted  him  in  these  words — 
'*  Look'ee,  squire,  was  it  not  for  one  consi- 
deration that  protects  you  from  my  resent- 
ment, I  would  cane  you  where  you  stand, 
for  having  had  the  presumption  to  send  me 
this  scurrilous  intimation ;"  which  I  tore  to 
piecesj  and  threw  in  his  face ;  at  the  same 
time  darting  an  angry  regard  at  his  mistress, 
I  told  her,  I  was  sorry  sne  had  put  it  out  of 
my  power  to  compliment  her  upon  her  in- 
vention, but  at  the  expense  of  her  good 
nature  and  veracity.     Her  admirer,  whose 
courage  never  rose  but  in  proportion  to  the 
wine  he  had  swallowed,  instead  of  resenting 
my  address  in  what  is  called  an  honourable 
way,  threatened  to  prosecute  me  for  an  as- 
sault, and  took  witnesses  accordingly ;  while 
she,  {^qued  at  his  pusillanimous  Behaviour, 
and  enraged  at  the  sarcasm  I  had  uttered 
against  her,  endeavoured  to  make  her  quar- 
rel a  public  cause,  and  wept  aloud  with  spite 
and  vexation.    The  tears  of  a  lady  could  not 
fail  of  attracting  the  notice  and  concern  of 
the  spectators,  to  whom  she  complained  of 
my  rudeness  with  great  bitterness,  saying, 
if  she  was  a  man,  I  durst  not  use  her  so. 
The  greatest  part  of  the  gentlemen,  already 
prejudiced  against  me,  were  offended  at  the 
liberty  I  had  taken,  as  appeared  from  their 
looks ;  though  none  of  them  signified  their 
disgust  any  other  wav,  except  my  Lord  Qui- 
verwit,  who  ventured  to  say,  with  a  sneer, 
that  I  was  in  the  right  to  establish  my  own 
character,  of  which  he  had  now  no  longer 
any  doubt.    Nettled  at  this  severe  equivoque, 
which  raised  a  laugh  at  my  expense,  I  replied 
with  some  warmth, — *'  I  am  proud  of  having 
in  that  particular  got  the  start  of  your  lord- 
ship."   He  made  no  answer  to  my  repartee, 
but,  with  a  contemptuous  smile,  walked  off*, 
leaving  me  in  a  very  disagreeable  situation. 
In  vam  did  I  make  up  to  several  people 
of  my  acquaintance,  whose  conversation,  I 
hoped,  would  banish  my  confusion;  every 
body  shiihned  me  like  a  person  infected,  and 
I  should  not  have  been  able  to  bear  my  dis- 
grace, had  not  the  idea  of  the  ever-faithful 
and  fond  Narcissa  cOme  to  my  relief.    I 
quitted  the  scene  of  my  mortification,  and 
sauntering  about  the  town,  happened  to  wake 
from  my  contemplation,  when  I  found  myself 
just  opposite  to  a  toy-shop,  which  I  entered, 
and  purchased  a  ring  set  with  a  ruby  in  the 
form  of  a  heart,  surrounded  by  diamond 
sparks,  for  which  I  paid  ten  guineas,  intend- 
ing it  for  a  present  to  the  charmer  of  my  soul. 
I  was  introduced,  at  the  hour  appointed, 
to  this  divine  creature,  who,  notwithstanding 
what  she  had  heard  to  my  disadvantage, 
received  me  with  the  utmost  confidence  arid 
tenderness  :  and  having  been  informed  of  the 
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general  sketches  of  my  lifeb^r  Miss  Williamsi 
expressed  a  desire  of  knowing  the  particu- 
lar  circumstances,    which  I  related    with 
great   candour,  omitting,    however,    some 
things,  that  I  concluded  altogether  improper 
for  her  ear,  and  which  the  reader's  reflection 
will  easily  suggest.    As  my  story  was  little 
else  than  a  recital  of  misfortunes,  the  tear  of 
sympathy  ceased  not  to  trickle  down  her 
enchanting  eyes  dunng  the  whole  of  the  nar- 
ration, which,  when  I  had  finished,  she  re- 
compensed me  for  my  trouble  with  the  most 
endearing  protestations  of  eternal  love.   She 
bewailed  her  restricted  condition,  as  it  was 
the  means  of  retarding  my  happiness ;  told 
me,  that  Lord  Quiverwit,  by  ner  brother's 
permission,  had  been  to  drink  tea  with  her 
that  very  afternoon,  and  actually  proposed 
roarria£;|^  and  seeing  me  extremely  affected 
with  this  piece  of  information,  offered  to 
give  me  a  convincing  proof  of  her  afiTection, 
by  espousing  me  in  private,  and  leaving  the 
rest  to  fate.    I  was  penetrated  with  this  in- 
stance of  her  regard,  but  that  I  might  not  be 
outdone  in  generosity,  resisted  the  bewitch- 
ing temptation,  in  consideration  of  her  ho- 
nour and  interest ;  at  the  same  time,  I  pre- 
sented my  ring  as  a  pledge  of  my  inviolable 
attachment,    and    on    my   knees    implored 
Heaven  to  shower  its  curses  on  my  head,  if 
ever  my  heart  should  entertain  one  thought 
unworthy  of  the  passion  I  then  avowed.   She 
received  my  token,  gave  me  in  return  her 
picture  in  miniature,  exquisitely  drawn,  and 
set  in  gold ;  and  in  the  same  posture  called 
Heaven  to  witness  and  to  judge  her  flame. 
Our  vows  being  thus  reciprocally  breathed, 
a  confidence  of  liope  ensued,  and  our  mu- 
tual fondness  becoming  as  intimate  as  inno- 
cence would  allow,  I  grew  insensible  of  the 
progress  of  time,  and  it  was  morning  before 
I  could  tear  myself  from  this  darling  of  my 
soul.    My  good  angel  foresaw  what  would 
happen,  and  permitted  me  to  indulge  myself 
on  tnis  occasion,  in  consideration  of  the  ik- 
tal  absence  I  was  doomed  to  suffer. 

I  went  to  bed  immediately  on  my  return 
to  my  lodging,  and  having  slept  about  two 
hours,  was  awakened  by  Strap,  who,  in 
great  confusion,  told  me  there  was  a  foot-« 
man  below  with  a  letter,  which  he  would 
deliver  to  nobody  but  myself.  Alarmed  at 
this  piece  of  news,  I  desired  my  friend  to 
show  him  up  to  my  chamber,  and  received 
the  following  letter,  which,  he  said,  required 
an  immediate  answer. 
"  Sib, 

"  When  any  man  injures  my  honour,  let 
the  difference  of  rank  between  us  be  ever 
so  great,  I  am  contented  to  wave  the  privi- 
lege of  my  quality,  and  to  seek  reparation 
from  him  on  equal  terms.  The  insolence  of 
your  reply  to -me  yesterday  in  the  long-room 
I  might  have  overlooked,  had  not  your  pre- 
sumptive emulation  in  a  much  more  interest- 
ing affair,  and  a  discovery  which  I  made  this 
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morning,  concurred  in  persuading  me  to  chas* 
tise  your  audacity  with  my  sword.  If  you 
therefore  have  spirit  enough  to  support  the 
character  you  assume,  you  will  not  fail  to  fol- 
low the  h€».rer  immediately  to  a  conyenient 
place,  where  you  shall  be  met  by 

*•  QUIVBRWIT." 

Whether  I  was  enervated  by  the  love  and 
fiivour  of  Narcissa,  or  awed  by  the  superior 
station  of  my  antagonist,  I  know  not,  but  I 
never  had  less  inclination  to  fight  than  at 
this  time :  however,  finding  there  was  a  ne- 
cessity for  vindicating  the  reputation  of  my 
mistress,  as  well  as  for  asserting  my  own  hon- 
our, I  forthwith  arose,  and  dressing  in  a  hurry, 
put  on  my  sword,  bade  Strap  attend  me,  and 
set  out  with  my  conductor,  cursing  my  bad 
fortune  all  the  way,  for  having  been  observed 
in  my  return  from  my  angel :  for  A I  inter- 
preted his  lordship's  discovery.  When  I 
came  within  sight  of  my  rival,  his  lacquey 
told  me  he  had  orders  to  stop ;  upon  whicn 
I  commanded  Strap  to  halt  also,  while  I 
walked  forward,  resolving,  if  possible,  to 
come  to  an  explanation  with  my  challenger, 
before  we  should  come  to  battle.  Nor  was 
an  opportunity  wanting ;  for  I  no  sooner  ap- 
proacned,  than  he  asked,  with  a  stem  coun- 
tenance, what  business  I  had  in  Mr  Tope- 
hall's  garden  so  early  in  the  morning  ?  **  I 
don't  know,  my  lord,'' said  I  *'  how  to  answer 
a  question  put  to  me  with  such  magisterial 
haughtiness.  If  your  lordship  will  please  to 
expostulate  calmly,  you  will  have  no  cause 
to  repent  of  your  condescension ;  otherwise, 
I  am  not  to  be  intimidated  into  any  confess- 
ion." "  There  is  no  room  for  denial,"  an- 
swered he ;  "I  saw  you  come  out  with  ray 
own  eyes."  **  Did  any  other  person  see 
me  7"  said  I.  "  I  neither  know  nor  care," 
said  he,  "  I  want  no  other  evidence  than 
that  of  my  own  senses."  Pleased  to  hear 
that  the  suspicion  was  confined  to  him 
alone,  I  endeavoured  to  appease  his  jealousy 
by  owning  an  intrigue  with  the  waiting- 
maid  ;  but  he  had  too  much  discernment  to 
be  so  easily  imposed  upon,  and  told  me  there 
was  only  one  way  to  convince  him  of  the 
truth  of  what  I  alleged,  which  was  no  other 
-  than  renouncing  all  claim  to  Narcissa  upon 
oath,  and  promising,  upon  honour,  never  to 
speak  to  her  for  the  fiiture.  {Exasperated  at 
this  proposal,  I  unsheathed  my  sword,  say- 
ing,— '*  Heavens  !  what  title  have  you,  or 
any  man  on  earth,  to  impose  such  terms  upon 
me  1"  He  did  the  same,  and  making  towards 
me  with  a  contracted  brow,  said  I  was  a 
villain,  and  had  dishonoured  Narcissa.  *'  He's 
a  scandalous  villain,"  I  replied,  in  a  trans- 
port of  fiiry,  *'  who  brands  me  with  that  im- 
putation !  She  is  a  thousand  times  more 
chaste  than  the  mother  that  bore  you  ;  and  I 
will  assert  her  honour  with  my  heart's 
blood :"  so  saying*  I  rushed  upon  him  with 
more  sagemess  tmln  address,  and  endeavour- 
ing to  get  within  his  point,  received  a  wound 


in  my  neck,  which  redoubled  my  rage.  H« 
excelled  me  in  temper  as  well  as  in  skill,  by 
which  means  he  parried  my  thrusts  with  great 
calmness,  until  I  had  almost  exhausted  my 
spirits ;  and  when  he  perceived  me  beginning 
to  flag,  attacked  me  fiercely  in  his  turn. 
Finding  himself  however  better  opposed 
than  he  expected,  he  resolved  to  follow  his 
longe,  and  close  with  me;  accordingly  his 
sword  entered  my  waistcoat,  on  the  side  of 
the  breast-bone,  and  running  up  between  my 
shirt  and  skin,  appeared  over  my  left  shoul- 
der :  I  imagined  that  his  weapon  had  perfo- 
rated ray  lungs,  and  of  consequence  that  the 
wound  was  mortal ;  therefore,  determined  not 
to  die  unrevenged,  I  seized  his  shell,  which 
was  cfose  to  my  breast,  before  he  could  dis- 
entangle his  point,  and  keeping  it  fast  with 
my  left  hand,  shortened  my  own  sword  with 
my  right,  intending  to  run  him  through  the 
heart ;  but  he  received  the  thrust  in  the  left 
arm,  which  penetrated  up  to  the  shoulder- 
blade.  Disappointed  in  this  expectation, 
and  afraid  still  that  death  would  frustrate 
my  revenge,  I  grappled  with  him,  and  being 
much  the  stronger,  threw  him  upon  the 
ground,  where  I  wrested  his  sword  out  of  his 
hand ;  and,  so  great  was  my  confusion,  in- 
stead of  turning  the  point  upon  him,  struck 
out  three  of  his  foreteeth  with  the  hilt.  In 
the  mean  time  our  servants,  seeing  us  fall, 
ran  up  to  separate  and  assist  us ;  but,  before 
their  approach,  I  was  upon  my  feet,  and  had 
discovered  that  my  supposed  mortal  wound 
was  only  a  slight  scratch.  The  knowledge 
of  my  own  safety  disarmed  me  of  a  good  deal 
of  my  resentment,  and  I  be^an  to  inquire 
with  some  concern  into  the  situation  of  my 
antagonist,  who  remained  on  the  ground 
bleeding  plentifully  at  his  mouth  and  arm. 
I  helped  his  footman  to  raise  him,  and  having 
bound  up  his  wound  with  my  handkerchief 
assured  him  it  was  not  dangerous;  I  like- 
wise restored  his  sword,  and  offered  to  sup- 
port him  to  his  hou^e.  He  thanked  me  with 
an  air  of  sullen  dignity;  and  whispering 
that  I  should  hear  from  him  soon,  went 
away,  leaning  on  his  servant's  shoulder. 

I  was  surprised  at  this  promise,  which  I 
construed  into  a  threat,  and  resolved,  if  ever 
he  should  call  me  out  again,  to  use  whatever 
advantage  fortune  might  give  me  over  him  in 
another  manner.  In  the  mean  time  I  had 
leisure  to  take  notice  of  Strap,  who  seemed 
quite  stupified  with  horror :  I  comforted  him 
with  an  assurance  that  I  had  received  no 
damage,  and  explained  the  nature  of  this 
affair  as  we  walked  homeward.  By  the 
time  I  had  got  into  my  apartment,  I  found  the 
wound  in  my  neck  stiff  and  uneasy,  and  a 
good  deal  of  clotted  blood  run  down  upon 
my  shirt :  upon  which  I  pulled  off  my  coat 
and  waistcoat,  and  unbuttoned  my  collar, 
that  I  might  dress  it  with  more  ease.  My 
I  friend  no  nooner  perceived  my  shirt  quite 
I  dyed  with  blood,  than  imagining  I  had  got 
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at  least  twenty  thousand  woands,  he  cried, 
— **  O  Jesus  !'^  and  fell  flat  on  the  floor.  I 
slopped  the  bleeding  with  a  little  dry  lint, 
and  applying  a  plaster  over  it,  cleansed  my- 
eelf  from  the  gore,  shifted  and  dressed, 
while  he  lay  senseless  at  my  feet ;  so  that 
when  he  recovered,  and  saw  me  perfectly 
wdl,  he  could  scarce  believe  his  own  eyes. 
Now  that  the  danger  was  past,  I  was  very 
well  pleased  with  what  had  happened,  hoping 
that  it  would  soon  become  known,  and  con- 
sequently digni^  my  character  not  a  little 
in  this  place.  I  was  also  proud  of  having 
shown  myself,  in  some  shape,  worthy  the  love 
of  Narcissa,  who,  I  was  persuaded,  would  not 
think  the  worse  of  me  for  what  I  had  done. 


CHAPTER  LX. 

J  am  visited  by  Freeman^  toith  whom  I  ap- 
pear in  public,  and  am  caressed — am  sent 
for  by  Lord  Quiverwit,  whose  presence  1 
quit  in  a  passion — Narcissa  is  carried 
off  by  her  brother — I  intend  to  pursue 
him,  and  am  dissuaded  by  my  friend — 
CTigage  in  play,  and  lose  aU  my  money — 
set  out  for  London — try  my  fortune  at  the 
gaming  table  without  success — receive 
a  letter  from  Narcissa — bilk  my  tailor. 

When  I  entertained  myself  with  these  re- 
flections, the  news  of  the  duel  being  commu- 
nicated by  some  unknown  channel,  spread 
all  over  the  town.  I  was  visited  by  Free- 
man, who  testified  his  surprise  at  finding  me ; 
for  he  was  told  that.  Lord  Quiverwit  neing 
dead  of  his  wounds,  I  had  absconded  in  order 
to  avoid  the  cognizance  of  the  law.  I  asked 
if  people  guessed  the  occasion  of  the  quarrel : 
and  understanding  it  was  attributed  to  bis 
lordship's  resentment  of  my  reply  in  the  long- 
room,  confirmed  that  conjecture,  glad  to  find 
Narcissa  unsuspected.  My  friend,  after  I 
had  assured  him  that  my  antagonist  was  in 
no  danger,  wished  me  joy  of  the  event,  than 
which,  he  said,  nothing  could  happen  more 
opportunely  to  support  the  idea  he  had  given 
of  my  character  to  his  friends,  amon^  whom 
he  had  been  very  assiduous  in  my  behalf. 

On  the  strength  of  this  assurance,  I  went 
with  him  to  the  coffee-house,  where  I  was 
saluted  by  a  great  many  of  those  very  persons 
who  had  shunned  me  the  preceding  day ;  and 
I  found  every  body  making  merry  with  the 
story  of  Melinda*s  French  gallant.  While  I 
remained  in  this  place,  I  received  a  message 
from  Lord  Quiverwit,  desiring,  if  I  was  not 
enga^d,  to  see  me  at  his  house. 

Thither  I  immediately  repaired,  and  was 
conducted  to  an  apartment,  where  I  was 
received  by  his  lordship  in  bed.  When  we 
were  left  by  ourselves,  he  thanked  me,  in 
very  polite  terms,  for  having  used  the  advan- 
tage fortune  had  given  me  over  him  with 
sneh  moderation ;  and  asked  pardon  for  any 


oflfence  his  resentment  might  have  prompted 
him  to  commit. — *'  I  would  willingly,*'  said 
he,  "  make  you  my  friend ;  but  as  it  is  im- 
possible for  me  to  divest  myself  of  my  passion 
for  Narcissa,  I  am  too  well  convmced  of 
your  sentiments,  to  think  we  shall  ever 
agree  on  that  subject.  I  took  the  liberty, 
therefore^  of  sending  for  you,  in  order  to  own 
candidly,  that  I  cannot  help  opposing  yonr 
success  with  that  young  lady ;  though,  at  the 
same  time,  I  promise  to  regulate  my  opposi- 
tion by  the  dictates  of  justice  and  honour : 
this,  however,  I  think  proper  to  advertise  you 
of,  that  she  has  no  independent  fortune,  and 
if  you  should  even  succeed  in  your  addresses, 
you  would  have  the  mortification  to  see  her 
reduced  to  indigence,  unless  vou  have  where- 
withal  to  support  her — and  I  am  credibly 
informed  •  your  incapacity  that  way — ^nay, 
I  will  confess,  that,  urged  by  this  considera- 
tion, I  have  actually  sent  notice  to  her  brother 
of  the  progress  I  suspect  you  have  made  in 
her  affection,  and  desired  him  to  take  his 
precautions  accordingly.*'  Alarmed  and  pro- 
voked at  this  information,  I  told  his  lordship, 
that  I  did  not  see  how  he  could  reconcile 
that  piece  of  conduct  with  his  profession  of 
open  dealing,  and  flung  away  from  him  in  a 
passion. 

As  I  walked  homeward,  in  hope  of  hearing 
from  my  mistress  as  usual  by  means  of  Miss 
Williams,  I  was  surprived  by  the  waving  of 
a  handkerchief  from  the  window  of  a  coach 
and  six  that  passed  by  me  at  full  speed ;  and| 
upQTi  further  observation,  I  saw  a  servant  on 
horseback  riding  after  it,  who,  I  knew  by  his 
livery,  belonged  to  the  squire.  Thunder- 
struck with  this  discovery,  the  knowledge  of 
my  misfortune  rushed  all  at  once  upon  my 
reflection.  I  guessed  immediately  that  the 
signal  was  made  by  the  dear  hand  of  Nar- 
cissa, who,  being  hurried  away  in  conse- 
quence of  Lord  Quiverwit's  message  to  her 
brother,  had  no  other  method  of  relating 
her  distress,  and  imploring  my  assistance. 
Frantic  with  this  conjecture,  I  ran  to  my 
lodgings,  snatched  my  pistols,  and  ordered 
Strap  to  get  post-horses,  with  such  incohe- 
rence of  speech  and  disorder,  that  the  poor 
valet,  terrified  with  the  suspicion  of  another 
duel,  instead  of  providing  what  I  desired, 
went  forthwith  to  Freeman,  who,  being  in- 
formed of  my  behaviour,  came  straight  to  my 
apartment,  and  conjured  me  so  pathetically 
to  make  him  acquamted  with  the  cause  of 
my  uneasiness,  that  I  could  not  refuse  telling 
him  my  happiness  was  fled  with  Narcisf^a, 
and  that  I  must  retrieve  her,  or  perish.  He 
represented  the  madness  of  such  an  under- 
taking, and  endeavoured  to  divert  me  from  it 
with  firreat  strength  of  friendship  and  reason. 
But  all  his  arguments  would  have  been  inef- 
fectual, had  he  not  put  me  in  mind  of  the 
dependence  I  ought  to  have  on  the  love  of 
Narcissa,  and  the  attachment  of  her  maid, 
who  could  not  fail  of  finding  opportunities  to 
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advertise  me  of  their  situation ;  and  at  the 
same  time  demonstrated  the  injury  my  charm- 
er's reputation  must  sufi^r  fVom  my  precipi- 
tate retreat.  I  was  convinced  and  composed 
by  these  considerations :  I  appeared  in  public 
with  an  air  of  tranquiUity,  was  well  received 
by  the  best  company  in  town,  and,  my  mis- 
fortune  taking  air,  condoled  accordingly ; 
while  I  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  Melinda 
so  universally  discountenanced,  that  she  was 
fain  to  return  to  London,  in  order  to  avoid 
the  scofis  and  censure  of  the  ladies  at  Bath. 
But  though  the  hope  of  hearing  from  the 
darling  of  my  soul  supported  my  spirits  a 
little  while,  I  began  to  oe  very  uneasy,  when, 
at  the  end  of  several  weeks,  I  found  that 
expectation  disappointed.  In  short,  melan- 
choly and  despondence  took  possession  of 
mv  soul ;  and  repining  at  that  Providence, 
which,  by  acting  the  stepmother  towards  me, 
kept  me  from  tiie  fruition  of  my  wishes,  I 
determined,  in  a  fit  of  despair,  to  risk  all  I 
had  at  the  gaming-table,  with  a  view  of  ac- 
quiring a  fortune  sufficient  to  render  me 
independent  for  life,  or  of  plunging  myself 
into  such  a  state  of  misery  as  would  effectu- 
ally crush  every  ambitious  hope  that  now 
tortured  my  ima^nation. 

Actuated  by  this  fatal  resolution,  I  engaged 
in  play,  and  after  some  turns  of  fortune,  found 
myself,  at  the  end  of  three  days,  worth  a 
thousand  pounds ;  but  it  was  not  my  intention 
to  stop  here,  for  which  cause  I  kept  Strap 
ignorant  of  my  success,  and  continued  my 
career,  until  I  was  reduced  to  Ave  guin^, 
which  I  would  have  hazarded  also,  had  I  not 
been  ashamed  to  fall  from  a  bet  of  two  hun- 
dred pounds  to  such  a  petty  sum. 

Having  thus  executed  my  scheme,  I  went 
home,  amazed  to  find  myself  so  much  at  ease, 
and  informed  my  friend  Strap  of  my  mis- 
chance, with  such  calmness,  that  he,  ima- 
gining I  joked,  affected  to  receive  the  tidings 
with  ffreat  e<iuanimity.  Both  he  and  I  found 
ourselves  mistaken  very  soon.  I  had  misin- 
terpreted my  own  stupidity  into  deliberate 
resignation ;  and  he  had  reason  to  believe  me 
in  earnest,  when  he  saw  me  next  morning 
agitated  with  the  most  violent  despair,  which 
he  endeavoured  to  alleviate  with  all  the  con- 
solation in  his  power. 

In  one  of  my  lucid  intervals,  however,  I 
charged  him  to  take  a  place  in  the  stage- 
coach fbr  London,  and  in  the  mean  time  paid 
my  debts  in  Bath,  which  amounted  to  thirty 
shillings  only.  Without  taking  leave  of  my 
friends,  I  embarked,  Strap  havmg  the  good 
fortune  to  find  a  return-horse,  and  arrived  in 
town,  without  having  met  with  any  thin? 
remarkable  on  the  road.  While  we  crossed 
Baflshot-heath,  I  was  seized  with  a  sort  of 
in^nation  to  retrieve  my  fortune,  by  laying 
passengers  under  contribution  in  some  such 
place.  My  thoughts  were  so  circumstanced 
at  this  time,  that  I  should  have  digested  the 
crime  of  robbery,  so  righteously  bad  I  con- 


I  certed  my  plan,  and  ventured  my  life  in  the 
I  execution,  had  I  not  been  deterred  by  reflec- 
tion upon  the  infamy  that  attends  detection. 

The  apartment  1  formerly  lived  in  being 
unengaged  I  took  possession  of  it,  and  next 
day  went  in  quest  of  Aanter,  who  received 
me  with  open  arms,  in  expectation  of  having 
his  bond  discharged  to  his  liking ;  but  when 
he  understood  what  had  happened,  his  coun- 
tenance changed  of  a  sudden ;  and  he  told 
me,  with  a  dryness  of  displeasure  peculiar  to 
himself,  that,  if  he  was  in  my  place,  he  would 
put  it  out  of  fortune's  power  to  play  him 
such  another  trick,  and  be  avenged  of  his 
own  indiscretion  at  once.  When  I  desired 
him  to  explain  his  meauing,  he  pointed  to 
his  neck,  raised  himself  on  his  tip-toes,  and 
was  going  away  without  any  further  cere- 
mony, when  I  put  him  in  mind  of  my  indi- 
gence, and  demanded  the  five  guineas  I 
formerly  lent  him.  '*  Five  guineas !"  cried 
he,  *'  zounds  !  had  you  acted  with  common 
prudence,  you  might  have  had  twenty  thou- 
sand in  your  pocket  by  this  time.  I  depended 
upon  five  hundred  from  you,  as  much  i^s  if  I 
had  had  notes  fbr  it  in  the  bank  ;  and  by  all 
the  rules  of  equity,  you  are  indebted  to  me 
for  that  sum."  I  was  neither  pleased  nor 
convinced  by  this  computation,  and  insisted 
on  my  right  with  such  determined  obstinacy, 
that  he  was  fain  to  alter  his  tone,  and  appease 
my  clamour,  by  assuring  me  that  he  was  not 
master  of  five  shillings.  Society  in  distress 
generally  promotes  a  good  understanding 
among  people ;  from  being  a  dun,  I  descended 
to  be  a  client,  and  asked  his  advice  about 
repairing  my  losses.  He  counselled  me  to 
have  recourse  again  to  the  gaming-table, 
where  I  succeeded  so  well  before,  and  put 
myself  in  a  condition  by  selling  my  watch. 
I  followed  his  directions,  and  having  accom- 
modated him  with  a  few  pieces,  went  to  the 
place,  where  I  lost  every  shilling. 

Then  I  returned  to  my  lodgings  full  of 
desperate  resolution,  and  having  made  Strap 
acquainted  with  my  fate,  ordered  him  to 
pawn  my  sword  immediately,  that  I  misfht 
be  enabled  to  make  another  effort.  This 
afiectionate  creature  no  sooner  understood 
my  purpose,  than,  seized  with  inexpressible 
sorrow  at  the  prospect  of  my  misery,  he 
burst  into  tears,  and  asked  what  I  proposed 
to  do,  after  the  small  sum  he  could  raise  on 
the  sword  should  be  spent  ?  **  On  my  own 
account,"  said  he,  *'  I  am  quite  unconcerned ; 
for,  while  God  spares  my  health  and  these 
ten  fingers,  I  can  earn  a  comfortable  subsist- 
ence anywhere ;  but  what  must  become  of 
you,  who  have  less  humility  to  stoop,  and 
more  appetites  to  gratify?"  Here  I  inter- 
rupted him,  by  saying,  with  a  gloomy  aspect, 
I  should  never  want  a  resource  while  I  had  a 
loaded  pistol  in  possession.  Stupified  with 
horror  at  this  dreadful  insinuation,  he  stood 
mute  for  some  time,  and  then  broke  out  into, 
— **God  of  his  infinite  mercy  enable  yoa 
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to  withstand  that  temptation  of  the  deyil ! 
Conaider  your  immortal  soul — there  is  no 
repentance  in  the  grave.  O  Lord !  that  ever 
we  should  come  to  this — are  we  not  enjoined 
to  resi^  ouraelves  to  the  will  of  Heaven  1 — 
where  is  your  patience  1  Durum  patientia 
frango--^yoxL  are  but  a  young  man^-there 
•may  be  many  good  things  in  store  for  you — 
Accidit  tn  punctOf  quod  non  9peratur  in 
atmo— remember  your  uncle»  Mr  Bowling ; 
perhaps  he  is  now  on  his  vovsge  homewanl, 
pleasing  himself  with  the  hopes  of  seeing 
and  relieving  you ;  nay,  peradventure  he  is 
already  arrived,  for  the  ship  was  expected 
about  this  time.''  A  ray  of  hope  shot  athwart 
my  soul  at  this  suggestion ;  I  thanked  my 
friend  for  his  seasonable  recollection,  and, 
after  having  promised  to  take  no  resolution 
till  his  return,  dismissed  him  to  Wapping  for 
intelligence. 

In  his  absence  I  was  visited  by  Banter, 
who  being  informed  of  my  bad  luck  at  play, 
told  me,  uiat  fortune  would  probably  be  one 
day  weary  of  persecuting  me.  "In  the 
mean  time,"  said  he,  '*  here  is  a  letter  for 
you,  which  I  received  just  now  inclosed  in 
one  from  Freeman."  I  snatched  it  with 
eagerness,  and  knowing  the  superscription 
to  be  of  Narcissa's  hand-writing,  kissed  it 
with  transport,  and  having  opened  it,  read : — 

'*It  is  with  great  difficulty  that  I  have 
stolen  from  the  observation  of  those  spies 
who  are  set  over  me,  this  opportuni^  of  tell- 
ing you,  that  I  was  suddenly  carried  away 
from  Bath  by  my  brother,  who  was  informed 
of  our  correspondence  by  Lord  Quiverwit, 
whom,  I  since  understand,  you  have  wounded 
^n  a  duel  on  my  account.  As  I  am  fully 
convinced  of  your  honour  and  love,  I  hope  I 
shall  never  hear  of  such  desperate  proon  of 
either  for  the  future.  I  am  so  strictly 
watched,  that  it  will  be  impossible  for  you 
to  see  me,  until  my  brother's  suspicions  shall 
abate,  or  heaven  contrive  some  other  unfore- 
seen event  in  our  behalf.  In  the  mean  time 
jrou  may  depend  on  the  constancy  and  affec- 
tion of  your  own 

**  Naroissa. 

"  P.  S.  Miss  Williams,  who  is  my  fellow- 
wisoner,  desires  to  be  'remembered  to  you. 
We  are  both  in  ^^d  health,  and  only  in 
pain  for  you,  especially  as  it  will  be  imprac- 
ticable for  you  tD  convey  any  message  or 
letter  to  the  place  of  our  confinement ;  for 
which  reason,  pray  desist  from  any  attempt, 
that,  by  miscarryusg,  might  prolong  our 
captivity. 

This  kind  letter  afforded  me  great  conso- 
lation :  I  communicated  it  to  Banter,  and  at 
th^  same  time  showed  him  her  picture :  he 
mpproved  of  her  beauty  and  good  sense,  and 
could  not  help  owning,  that  my  neglect  of 
Miss  Snapper  was  excusable,  when  such  a 
fine  creature  engrossed  my  attention. 

I  began  to  be  reconciled  to  my  fate,  and 


imagined,  that,  if  I  could  contrive  means  of 
subsisting  until  my  uncle  should  arrive,  in 
case  he  was  not  already  at  home,  he  would 
enable  me  to  do  something  effectual  in  be- 
half of  my  love  and  fortune.  I  therefore 
consulted  Banter  about  a  present  supply, 
who  no  sooner  understood  that  I  had  cremt 
with  a  tailor,  than  he  advised  me  to  take  off 
two  or  three  suits  of  rich  clothes,  and  convert 
them  into  cash,  by  selling  them  at  half  price 
to  a  salesman  in  Monmouth  street.  I  was 
startled  at  this  proposal,  which  I  thou£^ht 
savoured  a  little  of  fraud ;  but  he  rendered  it 
palatable,  by  observing,  that  in  a  few  months 
I  might  be  in  a  condition  to  do  every  body 
justice;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  I  was  ac« 
quitted  by  the  honesty  of  my  intention.  I 
suffered  myself  to  be  persuaded  by  his  salvo, 
by  which  my  necessity,  rather  than  my  judg- 
ment, was  convinced;  and  when  I  found 
there  were  no  accounts  of  the  ship  in  which 
my  uncle  embarked,  actually  put  the  scheme 
in  practice,  and  raised  by  it  hve  and  twenty 
guineas,  paying  him  for  his  advice  with  the 
odd  five. 


CHAPTER  LXI. 

/  am  arrested^-carried  to  the  MarakaUea^^ 
find  my  old  acquaintance  Beau  Jackson 
in  that  jail — he  informs  me  of  his  adven^ 
tures — Strap  arrives^  and  with  difficulty 
is  comforted — Jackson  introduces  me  to 
a  poet — /  admire  his  conversation  and 
capacity — am  deeply  affected  roUh  my 
misfortune— Strap  hires  himself  as  a 
journeyman  barber. 

But  this  expedient  was  in  a  few  weeks  at- 
tended with  a  consequence  I  did  not  foresee ; 
a  player  having  purchased  one  of  the  suits 
whicn  were  exposed  to  sale,  appeared  in  it 
on  the  stage  one  night,  while  my  tailor  un- 
fortunately happened  to  be  present.  He 
knew  it  immediately,  and  inquiring  minutely 
into  the  affair,  discovered  my  whole  contriv- 
ance ;  upon  which  he  came  to  my  lodging, 
and  telling  me  that  he  was  very  much  strait- 
ened for  want  of  money,  presented  his  bill, 
which  amounted  to  £50.  Surprised  at  this 
unexpected  address,  I  affected  to  treat  him 
cavalieriy,  swore  some  oaths,  asked  if  he 
doubted  my  honour,  and,  telling  him  I  should 
take  care  whom  I  dealt  with  for  the  fiiture, 
bade  him  come  a^ain  in  three  days.  He 
obeyed  me  punctuuly,  demanded  his  money, 
and  finding  himself  amused  with  bare  pro- 
mises, arrested  me  that  very  day  in  the  street. 
I  was  not  much  shocked  at  tnis  adventure, 
which,  indeed,  put  an  end  to  a  state  of  hor- 
rible expectation ;  but  I  refused  to  go  to  a 
spnn^ng-house,  where  I  heard  there  was 
nothmg  but  the  most  flagrant  imposition; 
and  a  coach  being  called,  was  carried  to  the 
Marshalsea,  attended  by  a  bailiff  and  his  fbl- 
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lower,  who  were  very  much  disappointed  and 
chagrined  at  my  resolution. 

The  turnkey,  guessing  from  my  appearance 
that  I  had  money  in  my  pocket,  received  me 
with  the  repetition  of  the  Latin  word  depone, 
and  gave  me  to  understand  that  I  must  pay 
before-hand  for  the  apartment  £  should 
choose  to  dwell  in.  I  desired  to  see  his 
conveniences,  and  hired  a  small  paltry  bed- 
chamber for  a  crown  a  week,  which,  m  any 
other  place,  would  have  let  for  half  the 
money.  Having  taken  possession  of  this 
dismal  habitation,  I  sent  for  Strap,  and  my 
thoughts  were  busied  in  collecting  matter  of 
consolation  to  that  faithful  squire,  when 
somebody  knocked  at  my  door,  which  I  no 
sooner  opened,  than  a  young  fellow  entered, 
in  very  shabby  clothes,  and  marvellous  foul 
linen.  After  a  low  bow,  he  called  me  by  my 
name,  and  asked  if  I  had  forgot  him.  His 
voice  assisted  me  in  recollecting  his  person, 
whom  I  soon  recognized  to  be  my  old  ac- 
quaintance Jackson,  of  whom  mention  is 
made  in  the  first  part  of  my  memoirs.  I 
saluted  him  cordiaUy,  expressed  my  satisfac- 
tion at  finding  him  alive,  and  condoled  him 
on  hb  present  situation,  which,  however,  did 
not  seem  to  affect  him  much,  for  he  laughed 
very  heartily  at  the  occasion  of  our  meeting 
80  unexpectedly  in  this  place.  Our  mutuiu 
compliments  being  past,  I  inquired  about  his 
amour  with  the  ladv  of  fortune,  which  seemed 
to  be  so  near  a  happy  conclusion  when  I 
had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  him  last;  and, 
after  an  immoderate  fit  of  uiughter,  he  gave 
me  to  understand,  that  he  Imd  been  most 
egregiously  bit  in  that  affair.  "  You  must 
know,"  said  he,  "  that  a  few  days  after  our 
adventure  with  the  bawd  and  her  b— ches,  I 
found  means  to  be  married  to  that  same  fine 
lady  you  speak  of,  and  passed  the  night  with 
her  at  her  lodgings,  so  much  to  her  satisfac- 
tion, that  early  in  the  morning,  after  a  good 
deal  of  snivelling  and  sobbing,  she  owned, 
that  far  from  being  an  heiress  of  great  for- 
tune! she  was  no  other  than  a  common 
woman  of  the  town,  who  had  decoyed  me 
into  matrimony,  in  order  to  enjoy  the  privi- 
lege of  a /emme  eauverte;  and  that  unless  I 
made  my  escape  immediately,  I  should  be 
arrested  for  a  debt  of  her  contracting,  by 
bailiffs  employed  and  instructed  for  that 
purpose.  Startled  at  this  intimation,  I  rose 
in  a  twinkling,  and  taking  leave  of  my  spouse 
with  several  hearty  damns,  got  safb  into  the 
verge  of  the  court,  where  I  kept  snug  until 
I  was  appointed  surgeon's  mate  of  a  man  of 
war  at  Portsmouth;  for  which  place  I  set 
out  on  Sunday,  went  on  board  of  my  ship, 
in  which  I  sailed  to  the  Straits,  where  I  had 
the  good  fortune  to  be  made  surgeon  of  a 
sloop  that  came  home  a  few  months  after, 
and  was  put  out  of  commission ;  whereupon 
I  came  to  London,  imagining  myself  forgot- 
ten, and  fireed  firom  my  wife  and  her  cradi- 
tors;  but  had  not  been  in  town  a  week 


before  I  was  arrested  for  a  debt  of  her's, 
amounting  to  £20,  and  brought  to  this  place, 
where  I  have  been  fixed  by  another  action 
since  that  time.  However,  you  know  my 
disposition;  I  defy  care  and  anxiety;  and 
being  on  the  half-pay  list,  make  shift  to  live 
here  tolerably  easy.''  I  congratulated  him 
on  his  philosophy,  and  remembering  that  I 
was  in  his  debt,  repaid  the  money  lie  for- 
merly  lent  me,  which,  I  believe,  was  far 
from  being  unseasonable.  I  then  inquired 
about  the  economy  of  the  place,  which  he 
explained  to  my  satisfaction :  and  after  we 
had  agreed  to  mess  together,  he  was  just 
going  to  give  orders  for  dinner,  when  Strap 
arrived. 

I  never  in  my  life  saw  sorrow  so  extrava- 
gantly expressed  in  any  countenance  as  in 
that  of  my  honest  friend,  which  was,  indeed, 
particularly  adapted  by  nature  for  such  im- 

fressions.  When  we  were  left  by  ourselves, 
communicated  to  him  my  disaster,  and  en- 
deavoured to  console  him  with  die  same 
arguments  he  had  formeriy  usedto  me,  withal 
representing  the  fair  chance  I  had  of  being 
relieved  in  a  short  time  by  Mr  Bowling.  But 
his  grief  was  unutterable ;  he  seemed  to  give 
attention  without  listening,  and  wrung  his 
hands  in  silence ;  so  that  Iwas  in  a  fair  way 
of  being  infected  by  his  behaviour,  when 
Jackson  returned,  and  perceiving  the  defer- 
ence I  paid  to  Strap,  although  in  a  footman's 
habit,  distributed  his  crumbs  of  comfort  with 
such  mirth,  jollity,  and  unconcern,  that  the 
features  of  the  distressed  squire  relaxed  by 
degrees ;  he  recovered  the  use  of  speech,  and 
began  to  be  a  little  more  reconciled  to  this 
lamentable  event.  We  dined  together  on 
boiled  beef  and  greens,  brought  fh>m  a  cook's 
shop  in  the  neighbourhood;  and  although 
this  meal  was  served  up  in  a  manner  litUe 
corresponding  with  the  sphere  of  life  in 
which  1  had  lately  lived,  I  made  a  virtue  of 
necessity,  ate  witn  good  appetite,  and  treated 
my  friends  with  a  M>ttle  of  wine,  which  had 
the  desired  effect,  of  increasing  the  good 
humour  of  my  fellow-prisoner,  and  exhilarat- 
ing the  spirits  of  Strap,  who  now  talked  cava- 
lierly of  my  misfortune. 

After  dinner*  Jackson  left  us  to  our  pri- 
vate affairs ;  when  I  desired  my  friend  to 
pack  up  all  our  things  and  carry  tfalem  to  some 
cheap  lodging  he  should  c^se  for  himself 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Marshalsea,  after 
he  had  dischatged  my  lodging,  for  which 
purpose  I  gave  liim  money,  f  likewise  re- 
commended to  him  the  keeping  my  misfor- 
tune secret,  and  saving  to  my  landlord,  or 
any  other  who  should  inquire  for  me,  that  I 
was  gone  into  the  country  for  a  fow  weeks ; 
at  tM  same  time  I  laid  strong  injunctions 
upon  him  to  call  every  second  day  upon  Ban- 
ter, in  case  he  should  receive  any  letter  for 
me  from  Narcissa»  by  the  channel  of  Free- 
man ;  and  by  all  means  to  leave  a  direction 
for  himeel^  at  my  uncle's  lodgings  in  Wap- 
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ping,  by  which  I  might  be  found  when  my 
iunsman  should  arrive. 

When  he  departed  to  execute  these  orders 
(which,  by  the  by,  were  punctually  performed 
that  verv  night),  I  found  myself  so  little 
seasoned  to  my  situation,  that  I  dreaded  re- 
flection, and  sought  shelter  from  it  in  the 
company  of  the  beau,  who,  promising  to 
regale  me  with  a  lecture  upon  taste,  con- 
ducted  me  to  the  common  side,  where  I  saw 
a  number  of  naked  miserable  wretches  as- 
sembled together.  We  had  not  been  here 
many^  minutes,  when  a  figure  appeared, 
wrapt  in  a  dirty  rug,  tied  about  his  loins  with 
two  pieces  of  list,  of  different  colours,  knotted 
together,  having  a  black  bushy  beard,  and 
his  head  covered  with  a  huge  mass  of  brown 
periwig,  which  seemed  to  have  been  ravished 
from  the  head  of  some  scarecrow.  This  ap- 
parition stalking  in  with  great  solemni^, 
made  a  profound  bow  to  the  audience,  who 
signified  their  approbation  by  a  general  re- 
spouse  of— "how  d'ye  do,  doctor  1"  He 
then  turned  towards  us,  and  honoured  Jack- 
son with  a  particular  salutation :  upon  which 
my  friend,  in  a  formal  manner,  introduced 
him  to  me  by  the  name  of  Mr  Melopoyn. 
This  ceremony  being  over,  he  advanced  into 
the  middle  of  the  congregation,  which  crowd- 
ed around  him,  and  hemming  three  times,  to 
my  utter  astonishment  pronounced,  with 
great  significance  of  voice  and  gesture,  a 
very  elegant  and  ingenious  discourse  upon 
the  difference  between  genius  and  taste, 
illustrating  his  assertions  with  apt  quotations 
from  the  best  authors,  ancient  as  well  as 
modem.  When  he  had  finished  his  harangue, 
which  lasted  a  full  hour,  he  bowed  again  to 
the  spectators,  not  one  of  whom  (I  was  in- 
formed)  understood  so  much  as  a  sentence 
of  what  he  had  uttered.  They  manifested, 
however,  their  admiration  and  esteem,  by  a 
voluntary  contribution,  which,  Jackson  told 
me,  one  week  with  another,  amounted  to 
eighteen  pence.  This  moderate  stipend,  to- 
gether with  some  smal^  presents  that  he  re- 
ceived for  making np  differences,  and  deciding 
causes  among  t&  prisoners,  just  enabled  him 
to  breathe  and  walk  about  in  the  grotesque 
figure  I  have  described.  I  understood  also 
that  he  was  an  excellent  poet,  and  had  com- 
posed a  tragedy,  which  was  allowed  by  every 
body  who  had  ipen  it  to  be  a  performance  of 
great  merit ;  that  his  learning  was  infinite, 
his  morals  unexceptionable,  and  his  modestj^ 
invincible.  Such  a  character  could  not  fail 
of  attracting  my  re^rd ;  I  longed  impatiently 
to  be  acquamted  with  him,  and  desired  Jack- 
son would  engage  him  to  spend  the  evening 
in  my  apartment.  My  request  was  granted ; 
he  favoured  us  with  his  company ;  and  in  the 
conrse  of  our  conversation,  perceiving  that  I 
bad  a  strong, passion  for  the  bellet  Icttres, 
acquitted  himself  so  well  on  that  subject, 
that  I  expressed  a  fervent  desire  of  seeing  his 
productions.    In  this  point  too  he  gratified 


my  inclination:  he  promised  to  bring  his 
tragedy  to  my  room  next  day,  and,  in  the 
mean  time,  entertained  me  with  some  de- 
tached pieces,  which  gave  me  a  very  advan- 
tageous idea  of  his  poetical  talent.  Among 
other  thin^,  I  was  particularly  pleased  with 
some  elegies  in  imitation  of  Tibullus ;  one  of 
which  I  beg  leave  to  submit  to  the  reader,  as 
a  specimen  of  his  complexion  and  capacity. 


I. 


Where  now  are  all  my  flattering  dreams  of  joy } 
Monimia,  give  my  soul  her  wonted  rest;— 

Since  first  thy  beauty  fixed  my  roving  eye, 
Heart-gnatring  cares  corrode  my  pensive  breast ! 


II. 

Let  happy  lovers  fly  where  pleasures  call. 
With  festive  songs  beguile  the  fleeting  hour; 

Lead  beau^  through  the  mazes  of  the  ball. 
Or  press  her  wanton  in  love's  roseate  bower. 

«  III. 

For  roe,  no  more  I'll  range  the  empurpled 
mead. 
Where  shepherds  pipe,  and  virgins  danee  around; 
Nor  wander  through  the  woodbine's  fragrant 
shade, 
To  hear  the  music  of  the  grove  resound. 

IV. 

I'll  seek  some  lonely  church,  or  dreary  hall, 
Where  fancy  paints  the  glimmering  taper  blue. 

Where  damps  hang  mouldering  on  the  ivy'd 
wall, 
And  sheeted  ghosts  drink  up  the  midnight  dew. 

T. 

There,  le^;tted  with  hopeless  anguish  and  de- 
spair, 
A  while  in  silence  o'er  my  fate  repine; 

Then,  with  a  long  farewell  to  love  and  care, 
To  kindred  dust  my  weary  limbs  consign. 

VI. 

Wilt  thou,  Monimia,  shed  a  gracious  tear 
On  the  cold  grave  where  all  my  sorrows  rest? 

Strew  vernal  flowers,  applaud  my  love  sincere. 
And  bid  the  turf  lie  eauy  on  my  breast? 

I  was  wonderfully  affected  with  this  pa- 
thetic complaint,  which  seemed  so  well  cal- 
culated for  my  own  disappointment  in  love, 
that  I  could  not  help  attaching  the  idea  of 
Narcissa  to  the  name  of  Monimia,  and  of 
forming  such  melancholy  presages  of  my 
passion,  that  I  could  not  recover  my  tran- 
quillity, and  was  fain  to  have  recourse  to 
the  bottle,  which  prepared  me  for  a  profound 
sleep,  that  I  could  not  otherwise  have  en- 
joyed. Whether  these  impressions  invited 
and  introduced  a  train  of  other  melancholy 
reflections,  or  my  fortitude  was  all  exhausted 
in  the  effort  I  made  against  despondence 
during  the  first  day  of  my  imprisonment,  I 
cannot  determine  ;  but  I  awoke  in  the  hor- 
rors, and  found  my  imagination  haunted 
with  such  dismal  apparitions,  that  I  was 
ready  to  despair ; — and  I  believe  the  reader 
will  own  I  had  no  great  cause  to  congratu- 
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late  myself,  when  I  considered  my  situation. 
I  was  interrapted  in  the  midst  of  these  gloomy 
apprehensions  by  the  arri^  of  Strap,  who 
contributed  not  a  little  to  the  re-estaUish* 
ment  of  my  peace,  by  letting  me  know  that 
he  had  hired  himself  as  a  iourneyman  barber ; 
by  which  means  he  would  be  able  not  only 
to  save  me  a  considerable  expense,  but  even 
make  a  shifl  to  lay  up  something  for  my  sub- 
sistence  after  my  money  should  be  spent,  in 
case  I  should  not  be  relieved  before. 


CHAPTER  LXn. 

/  read  MehpoyiCs  tragedy^  and  conceive  a 
va»t  oninion  of  his  genitu-^he  recounts 
his  adventures, 

WbiiiB  we  ate  our  breakfast  together,  I 
made  him  acquainted  with  the  chara9ter  and 
condition  of  the  poet,  who  came  in  with  his 
play  at  that  instant,  and,  in^ac^ining  we  were 
engaged  about  business,  comd  not  be  pre- 
vailed upon  to  sit,  but,  leaving  his  perform- 
ance, went  awav.  Mv  friend's  tender  heart 
was  melted  at  the  sight  of  a  genUeman  and 
Christian  (for  he  had  a  great  veneration  for 
both  these  epithets)  in  such  misery,  and  as- 
sented with  great  cheerfulness  to  a  proposal 
I  made  of  clothing  him  with  our  superfluities; 
a  task  with  which  he  charged  himself,  and 
departed  immediately  to  penorm  it. 

He  was  no  sooner  gone,  than  I  locked  my 
door,  and  sat  down  to  the  tragedy,  which  I 
read  to  the  end  with  vast  pleasure,  not  a  lit- 
tle amazed  at  the  conduct  of  the  managers 
who  had  rejected  it.  The  fable,  in  my  opin- 
ion, was  tireir  chosen,  and  naturally  conauc- 
ted ;  the  incidents  interesting ;  the  characters 
beautifully  contrasted,  strongly  marked,  and 
well  supported ;  the  diction  poetical,  spirited, 
and  correct ;  the  unities  of  the  drama  main- 
tained with  the  most  scrupulous  exactness ; 
the  opening  gradual  and  engaging ;  the  peri- 
peteia surprising  and  the  catastrophe  affect- 
ing ;  in  short,  I  judged  it  by  the  laws  of 
Aristotle  and  Horace,  and  could  find  nothing 
in  it  exceptionable,  but  a  little  too  much  em- 
bellishment in  some  few  places ;  which  ob- 
jection he  removed  to  my  satisfaction,  by  a 
quotation  from  Aristotle's  Poetics,  importing, 
that  the  least  interesting  parts  of  a  poem 
ought  to  be  raised  and  dignified  by  the 
charms  and  energy  of  diction. 

I  revered  his  genius,  and  was  seized  with 
an  eager  curiosity  to  know  the  particular 
events  of  a  fortune  so  unworthy  of  his  merit. 
At  this  instant  Strap  returned  with  a  bundle 
of  clothes,  which  I  sent  with  my  compliments 
to  Mr  Melopoyn,  as  a  small  token  of  my  re- 
gard, and  desired  the  favour  of  his  company 
to  dinner.  He  accepted  my  present  and  in- 
vitation, and  in  less  than  half  an  hovr  made 
his  appearance  in  a  decent  dress,  which  al- 
tered his  figure  very  much  to  his  advantage. 


I  perceived  by  his  countenance  that  his  heart 
was  big  with  gratitude,  and  endeavoured  to 
prevent  his  acknowledgements,  by  asking 
pardon  for  the  liberty  I  had  taken :  he  made 
no  reply,  but,  with  an  aspect  full  of  admiration 
and  esteem,  bowed  to  the  ground,  while  the 
tears  gushed  from  his  eyes.  Affected  with 
these  symptoms  of  an  ingenuous  mind,  I  shift- 
ed the  conversation,  and  complimented  him 
on  his  performance,  which,  I  assured  him,  a& 
forded  me  infinite  pleasure.  My  approbation 
made  him  happy.  Dinner  being  served,  and 
Jackson  arrived,  I  begged  their  permission 
for  Strap  to  sit  at  table  with  us,  aner  having 
informed  them  that  he  was  a  person  to  whom 
I  was  extremely  obliged :  they  were  kind 
enough  to  grant  that  ravour,  and  we  ate  to- 
gether with  great  harmony  and  satisfaction. 

Our  meal  being  ended,  I  expressed  my 
wonder  at  the  little  regard  Mr  Melopoyn 
had  met  with  from  the  world ;  and  signified 
a  desire  of  hearing  how  he  had  been  treated 
by  the  managers  of  the  playhonses,  to  whom 
I  understood  from  Jackson  ne  had  ofiered  his 
tragedy  without  success.  **  There  is  so  lit- 
tle entertaining  in  the  incidents  of  my  life," 
said  he,  *'  that  I  am  sure  the  recital  will  not 
recompence  your  attention ;  but,  since  yoa 
discover  an  inclination  to  know  them,  I  un- 
derstand my  duty  too  well  to  disappoint  your 
desire. 

*'  My  father,  who  was  a  curate  in  the  conn- 
try,  being,  by  the  narrowness  of  his  circum- 
stances,  hindered  from  maintaining  me  at  the 
university,  took  the  charge  of  my  education 
upon  himself,  and  laboured  with  such  indus- 
tiy  and  concern  in  the  undertaking,  that  I 
had  little  cause  to  regret  the  want  of  public 
masters.  Being  at  ^at  pains  to  consult 
my  natural  bias,  he  discovered  in  me  betimes 
an  inclination  for  poetry ;  upon  which  he 
recommended  me  to  an  intimate  acquain- 
tance with  the  classics,  in  the  cultivation  of 
which  he  assisted  me  with  paternal  zeal  and 
uncommon  erudition.  When  he  thought 
me  sufRciently  acqudinted  with  the  ancients, 
he  directed  my  studies  to  the  best  modem 
authors,  French  and  Italian,  as  well  as  En- 
glish, and  laid  a  particular  injunction  upon 
me  to  make  myself  master  of  my  mother 
tongue. 

"  About  the  age  of  eighteen,  I  grew  am- 
bitious of  underSiking  a  wo4r  of  some  con- 
sequence ;  and,  with  my  father's  approbation, 
actually  planned  the  tragedy  you  have  read ; 
but,  before  I  had  finished  four  acts,  that  in- 
dulged parent  died,  and  left  my  mother  and 
me  in  very  indigent  circumstances.  A  near 
relation,  compassionating  our  distress,  took 
us  into  his  family,  where  1  brought  my  fable 
to  a  conclusion ;  and  soon  after  that  period 
my  mother  cjuitted*  this  life.  When  my 
sorrow  for  this  melancholy  event  had  sub* 
sided,  I  told  ray  kinsman,  who  was  a  fkrmer, 
that,  having  paid  my  last  du^  to  my  parent, 
1  had  now  no  attachment  to  detain  me  in  the 
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couBtry,  and  therefore  was  resolved  to  set 
oot  for  London,  and  oflfer  my  play  to  the 
8ta^,  where  I  M  not  doubt  of  acquiring  a 
lar^  share  of  ftme  as  well  as  fortune ;  in 
which  case  I  should  not  be  unmindful  of  my 
friends  and  benefactors.  My  cousin  was 
ravished  with  the  prospect  of  my  felicity, 
and  willingly  contributed  towards  the  ex- 
pense of  fitting  me  out  for  my  expedition. 

"  Accordin^v  I  took  a  place  in  the  wag- 
on,  and  arrived  in  town,  where  I  hired  an 
apartment  in  a  garret,  willing  to  live  as 
frugal  as  possible,  until  I  should  know  what 
I  had  to  expect  fh>m  the  manager,  to  whom 
I  intended  to  offer  my  play.  For,  though  I 
looked  upon  myself  as  perfectly  secure  of  a 
good  reception,  imagining  that  a  patentee 
would  be  as  eager  to  receive  as  I  to  present 
my  production,  I  did  not  know  whether  or 
not  he  might  be  pre-engaged  in  favour  of 
another  author ;  a  circumstance  that  would 
certainly  retard  my  success.  On  this  con- 
sideration, too,  I  determined  to  be  speedy  in 
my  application,  and  even  to  wait  upon  one  of 
the  managers  the  very  next  day.  For  this 
purpose,  I  inquired  of  my  landlord  if  he  knew 
where  either  or  both  of  them  lived ;  and  he 
being  curious  to  know  my  business,  and  at 
the  same  time  appearing  to  be  a  very  honest 
friendly  man  (a  tallow-chandler),  I  made 
him  acquainted  with  my  design  ;  upon  which 
he  told  me  that  I  went  the  wrong  way  to 
work  ;  that  I  would  not  find  such  easy  ac- 
cess to  a  manager  as  I  imagined ;  and  that, 
if  I  delivered  my  performance  without  proper 
recommendation,  it  would  be  as  one  to  a 
thousand  if  ever  it  should  be  minded.  <*  Take 
my  advice,"  said  he,  "  and  your  business  is 
done.  One  of  the  patentees  is  a  good  cath- 
olic, as  I  am,  and  uses  the  same  father  who 
confesses  me.  I  will  make  you  acquainted 
with  this  good  priest,  who  is  an  excellent 
scholar ;  and  if  he  should  approve  of  your 
play,  his  recommendation  will  go  a  great 
way  in  determininff  Mr  Supple  to  hring  it  on 
the  stage."  I  applauded  his  expedient^  and 
was  introduced  to  the  friar;  who,  having 
perused  the  tragedy,  was  pleased  to  signify 
his  approbation,  and  commended  me  in  par- 
ttcular  for  having  avoided  all  reflections 
upon  religion.  }&  promised  to  use  all  his 
influence  with  his  son  Supple  in  my  behalf, 
and  to  inform  himself  that  very  day  at  what 
time  it  would  be  proper  for  me  to  wait  upon 
him  with  the  piece.  He  was  punctual  in  per- 
forming his  engagement ;  and  next  mominff 
gave  me  to  understand  that  he  had  mentioned 
my  aflair  to  the  manager,  and  that  I  had  no 
more  to  do  than  to  go  to  his  house  any  time 
in  the  forenoon,  and  make  use  of  his  name, 
upon  which  I  should  find  immediate  admit- 
tance. I  took  his  advice,  put  my  perform, 
ance  in  my  bosom,  and  having  received  di- 
rections, went  immediately  to  the  house  of 
Mr  Supple,  and  knocked  at  the  door,  which 
had  a  wicket  in  the  middle,  foced  with  a  net- 
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work  of  iron.  Through  this  a  servant,  hav- 
ing viewed  me  for  some  time,  demanded  to 
know  mv  business.  I  told  him  my  business 
was  with  Mr  Supple,  and  that  I  came  from 
Mr  O'Vamish.  He  examined  my  appear- 
ance once  more,  then  went  away,  returned 
in  a  few  minutes,  and  said  bis  master  was 
busy,  and  could  not  be  seen.  Although  I 
was  a  little  mortified  at  my  disappointment, 
I  was  persuaded  that  my  reception  was  owing 
to  BIr  Supple's  ignorance  of  my  errand; 
and,  that  I  might  meet  with  no  more  obstruc- 
tions of  the  same  kind,  I  desired  Mr  O'Var- 
nish  to  be  my  introductor  the  next  time.  He 
complied  with  my  request,  and  obtained  im- 
mediate admittance  to  the  manager,  who 
received  me  with  the  utmost  civility,  and 
promised  to  read  my  play  with  the  first  con- 
venience. By  his  own  appointment  I  called 
again  in  a  fortnight,  but  he  was  gone  out ;  t 
returned  in  a  week  after,  and  the  poor  gen- 
tleman was  extremely  ill;  I  renewed  my 
visit  in  a  fortnight  after  that,  and  he  assured 
me  he  had  been  so  much  fatigued  with  busi- 
ness,  that  he  had  not  been  able  as  yet  to  read 
it  to  an  end,  but  he  would  take  the  first  oppor- 
tunity; and,  in  the  mean  time,  observed, 
that  what  he  had  just  seen  of  it  was  very  en- 
tertaining. I  comforted  myself  with  this 
declaration  a  few  weeks  longer,  at  the  end 
of  which  I  appeared  again  before  his  wicket, 
was  let  in,  and  found  him  laid  up  with  the 
gout.  I  no  sooner  entered  his  chamber,  than, 
looking  at  me  with  a  languishing  eye,  he 
said,—**  Mr  Melopoyn,  I'm  heartily  sorry  for 
an  accident  that  has  happened  dunng  my  ill- 
ness. You  must  know,  that  my  eldest  boy, 
finding  your  manuscript  upon  the  table  m 
the  dining-room,  where  I  used  to  read  it,  car- 
ried it  into  the  kitohen,  and  leaving  it  there,  a 
negligent  wench  of  a  cook-maid,  mistaking 
it  for  waste  paper,  has  expended  it  all  but  a 
few  leaves  in  singing  fowls  upon  the  spit. 
But  I  hope  the  misfortune  is  not  irreparable, 
since,  no  doubt,  you  have  several  copies." 

*'  I  protest  to  you,  my  good  friend,  Mr 
Random,  I  was  extremely  shocked  at  this 
information ;  but  the  good-natured  gentle- 
man seemed  to  be  so  much  affected  with  my 
misfortune,  that  I  suppressed  my  concern, 
and  told  him,  that  although  I  had  no  other 
copy,  I  should  be  able  to  retrieve  the  loss 
by  writing  another  from  my  memory,  which 
was  venr  tenacious.  You  cannot  imagine 
how  well  pleased  Mr  Supple  wa^  at  this  as- 
surance ;  be  begged  I  would  set  about  it  im- 
mediately, and  carefully  revolve  and  recollect 
every  circumstance,  before  I  pretended  to 
commit  it  to  paper,  that  it  might  be  the  same 
individual  olay  that  he  had  perused.  Encou- 
raged by  this  injunction,  which  plainly  de- 
monstrated how  much  he  interested  himself 
in  the  aflair,  I  tasked  my  remembrance  and 
industry^  and  in  three  weeks  produced  the 
exact  image  of  the  former,  which  was  con- 
veyed to  him  by  my  good  Mend  Father 
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O'Varniflh,  who  told  me  the  next  day  that 
Mr  Supple  would  revise  it  superficially,  in 
order  to  judge  of  its  sameness  with  the  other, 
and  then  give  his  final  answer.  For  this  ex- 
amination I  allotted  a  week ;  and,  in  full 
confidence  of  seeing  it  acted  in  a  little  while, 
demanded  an  audience  of  the  manager,  when 
that  term  was  expired.  But,  alas  !  the  sea- 
son had  slipped  away  insensibly ;  he  con- 
vinced me,  that,  if  my  play  had  been  put  into 
rehearsal  at  that  time,  it  could  not  have  been 
ready  for  performing  until  the  end  of  March, 
when  the  benefit  nights  came  on;  conse- 
quently it  would  have  interfered  with  the 
interest  of  the  players,  whom  it  was  not  my 
business  to  disoblige. 

"  I  was  fain  to  acquiesce  in  these  reasons, 
which,  to  be  sure,  were  extremely  just,  and 
to  reserve  my  performance  for  the  next  sea- 
son, when  he  hoped  I  would  not  be  so  un- 
lucky ;  although  it  was  a  grievous  disappoint- 
ment to  me,  who  by  this  time  began  to  want 
both  money  and  necessaries,  having,  on  the 
strength  of  my  expectation  from  the  theatre, 
launched  out  into  some  extravagances,  by 
which  the  sum  I  brought  to  town  was  already 
almost  consumed.     Indeed,  I  ought  to  be 
ashamed  at  the  circumstance  of  my  conduct, 
for  my  finances  were  sufiicient,  with  good 
economy,  to  have  maintained  me  comfort- 
ably a  whole  year.     You  will  perhaps  be 
amazed  when  I  tell  you,  that  in  six  months 
I  expended  not  a  farthing  less  than  ten 
guineas  ;  but  when  one  considers  the  temp- 
tations to  which  a  young  man  is  exposed  in 
this  great  city,  especially  if  he  is  addicted  to 
pleasure,  as  I  am,  the  wonder  will  vanish,  or 
at  least  abate.    Nor  was  the  cause  of  my 
concern  limited  to  my  own  situation  entirely; 
I  had  written  an  account  of  my  good  reception 
to  my  kinsman  the  farmer,  and  desired  him 
to  depend  upon  me  for  the  money  he  had 
kindly  accommodated  me  with  about  the  end 
of  February ;  which  promise  I  now  found 
myself  unable  to  perform.    However,  there 
was  no  remedy  but  patience ;  I  applied  to 
my  landlord,  who  was  a  very  good-natured 
man,  candidly  owned  my  distress,  and  begged 
his  advice  in  laying  down  some  plan  for  my 
subsistence.     He  readily  promised  to  con- 
sult his  confessor  on  this  subject,  and  told 
me  I  was  welcome,  in  the  mean  time,  to 
lodge  and  board  with  him,  until  fortune 
should  put  it  in  my  power  to  make  resti- 
tution. 

"  Mr  O'Vamish  being  informed  of  my 
necessity,  offered  to  introduce  me  to  the 
author  of  a  weekly  paper,  who,  he  did  not 
doubt,  would  employ  me  in  that  way,  pro- 
vided he  should  find  me  duly  qualified ;  but, 
upon  inquiry,  I  understood  tnat  this  journal 
was  calculated  to  foment  divisions  in  the 
commonwealth,  and  therefore  I  desired  to 
be  excused  from  engaging  in  it.  He  then 
proposed  that  I  should  write  something  in 
the  poetical  way,  which  I  might  dispose  of 


to  a  bookseller  for  a  pretty  sum  of  ready 
money,    and    perhaps    establish    my    own 
character   into   the    bai^gain.      This  event 
would   infallibly  procure  friends,  and  my 
tragedy  would  ^pear  next  season  to  the 
best  advantage,  by  being  supported  both  by 
interest  and  reputation.     I   was   charmed 
with  this  prospect ;  and  having  heard  what 
friends  Mr  Pope  acquired  by  his  pastorals, 
set  about  a  work  of  that  kmd,  and  in  less 
than  six  weeks  composed  as  many  ecloffues, 
whicl)  I  forthwith   ofifered  to  an  eminent 
bookseller,  who  desired  me  to  leave  them  for 
his  perusaJ,  and  he  would  give  me  an  an- 
swer in  two  days.     At  the   end   of  that 
time  I  went  to  him,  when  he  returned  the 
poems,  telling  me  they  would  not  answer  his 
purpose,  and  sweetened  his  refusal  by  saying 
there  were  some  good  clever  lines  in  them. 
Not  a  little  dejected  at  this  rebufi^,  which, 
I  learned  from  Mr  O'Vamish,  was  owing 
to  the  opinion  of  another  author,  whom  this 
bookseller  always  consulted  on  these  occa- 
sions, I  applied  to  another  person   of  the 
same   profession,   who  told  me,  the  town 
was  cloyed  with  pastorals,  and  advised  me, 
if  I   intended  to  profit  by  my  talents,   to 
write  something  satirical  or  luscious,  such 
as  the  Button  Ilolet  Shockey  and  Towzeff 
the  Leaky  Vessel,  <$-c. — and  yet  this  was  a 
man  in  years,  who  wore  a  reverend  peri- 
wig, looked  like  a  senator,  and  went  regu- 
larly to  church.    Be  that  as  it  will,  I  scorned 
to  prostitute  my  pen  in  the  manner  he  pro- 
posed, and  carried   my  papers  to  a  third, 
who  assured  me,  that  poetry  was  entirely 
out  of  his  way ;  and  asked  if  I  had  got  never 
a  piece  of  secret  histoiy,  thrown  into  a  se- 
ries of  letters,  or  a  volume  of  adventures, 
such   as   those   of  Robinson    Crusoe   and 
Colonel  Jack,  or  a  collection  of  conundrums, 
wherewith    to  entertain    the    plantations  ? 
Being  quite  unfurnished  for  this  dealer,  I 
had  recourse  to  another  with  as  little  suc- 
cess; and  I  verily  believe  was  rejected  by 
the  whole  trade. 

'*  I  was  afterwards  persuaded  to  offer  my- 
self as  a  translator,  and  accordingly  repaired 
to  a  person,  who  was  said  to  entertain  num- 
bers of  that  class  in  his  pay.  He  assured 
me  he  had  already  a  great  deal  of  that  work 
on  his  hands,  which  he  did  not  know  what  to 
do  with ;  observed  that  translation  was  a 
mere  drug,  that  branch  of  literature  being 
overstocked  with  an  inundation  of  authors 
from  Noilh  Briton ;  and  asked  what  I  would 
expect  per  sheet  for  rendering  the  Latin 
classics  into  English? — That  I  might  not 
make  myself  too  cheap,  I  determined  to  set 
a  high  price  upon  my  qualifications,  and  de- 
manded half  a  guinea  for  every  translated 
sheet.  "  Half  a  guinea  !V  cried  he,  staring 
at  me,  then  paused  a  little,  and  said,  he  had 
no  occasion  for  my  service  at  present.  I 
found  my  error,  and,  resolving  to  make 
amends,  fell  one  half  in  my  demand ;  upon 
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which  he  stared  at  me  a^n,  and  told  me 
his  hands  were  full.  I  attempted  others, 
without  finding  employment,  and  was  actu- 
ally reduced  to  a  very  uncomfortable  pros- 
pect, when  I  bethought  myself  of  offering  my 
talents  to  the  printers  of  half)>enny  baUads, 
and  other  such  occasional  essays  as  are 
hawked  about  the  streets.  With  this  view, 
I  applied  to  one  of  the  most  noted  and  voci- 
ferous of  this  tribe,  who  directed  me  to  a 
person  whom  I  found  entertaining  a  whole 
crowd  of  them  with  ^n,  bread  and  cheese. 
He  carried  me  into  a  little  back  parlour,  very 
neatly  furnished,  where  I  si^ified  my  desire 
of  being  enrolled  among  his  writers  :  and 
was  asked  what  kind  of  composition  I  pro- 
fessed. Understanding  that  my  inclination 
leaned  towards  poetry,  he  expressed  his 
satisfaction,  telling  me  one  of  his  poets  had 
lost  his  senses,  and  was  confined  in  bedlam, 
and  the  other  was  become  dosed  with  drink- 
ing drams;  so  that  he  had  not  done  any 
thmg  tolerable  these  many  weeks.  When  I 
proposed  that  we  should  enter  into  terms  of 
agreement,  he  gave  me  to  understand,  that 
his  bargains  were  always  conditional,  and 
his  authors  paid  in  proportion  to  the  sale  of 
their  works. 

<*  Having  therefore  settled  these  conditions, 
which  (I  do  assure  you)  were  not  very  ad- 
vantageous to  me,  he  assigned  me  a  subject 
for  a  ballad,  which  was  to  be  finished  in  two 
hours ;  and  I  retired  to  my  garret  in  order  to 
perform  his  injunction.  As  the  theme  hap- 
pened to  suit  my  fancy,  I  completed  a  prettv 
sort  of  an  ode  within  the  time  prescribea, 
and  brought  it  to  him,  big  with  hope  of  profit 
and  applause.  He  read  it  in  a  twinkling, 
and,  to  my  utter  astonishment,  told  me,  it 
would  not  do,  though  indeed  he  owned  I 
wrote  a  good  hand,  and  spelled  very  well, 
but  my  language  was  too  high  flown,  and  of 
consequence  not  at  all  adapted  to  the  capa- 
city and  taste  of  his  customers.  I  promised 
to  rectify  that  mistake,  and  in  half  an  hour 
humbled  my  style  to  the  comprehension  of 
vulgar  readers :  he  approved  of  the  alteration, 
and  gave  me  some  hopes  of  succeeding  in 
time,  though  he  observed,  that  my  perform- 
ance was  very  deficient  in  the  quaintness  of 
expression  that  pleases  the  multitude ;  how- 
ever,  to  encourage  me,  he  ventured  the 
expense  of  printing  and  paper,  and,  if  I  re- 
member aright,  my  share  of  the  sale  amount- 
ed to  fourpence  halfpenny. 

**  From  that  day  I  studied  the  Qrub-street 
manner  with  great  dili^nce,  and  at  length 
became  such  a  proficient,  that  my  works 
were  in  great  request  among  the  most  polite 
of  the  chairmen,  draymen,  hackney  coach- 
men, footmen,  and  servant  maids:  nay,  I 
have  enjoyed  the  pleasure  of  seeing  my  pro- 
ductions, adorned  with  cuts,  pasted  upon  the 
wall  as  ornaments  in  beer  cellars  and  cob- 
blers' stalls,  and  have  actually  heard  them 
song  in  dubs  of  substantial  tradesmen.    But 


empty  praise  (you  know,  my  dear  friend)  wHi 
not  supply  the  cravings  of  nature.  I  found 
mvself  m  danger  of  starving  in  the  midst  of 
all  my  fiime  ;  for  of  ten  songs  I  composed,  it 
was  well  if  two  had  the  good  fortune  to 
please.  For  this  reason  I  turned  my  thoughts 
to  prose,  and,  during  a  track  of  gloomy 
weather,  published  an  apparition,  on  the 
substance  of  which  I  subsisted  very  comfort- 
ably a  whole  month :  I  have  made  many  a 
good  meal  upon  a  monster ;  a  rape  has  often 
aiTorded  me  great  satisfaction ;  but  a  murder, 
well  timed,  was  my  never-failing  resource. 
What  then  ?  I  was  a  most  miserable  slave 
to  my  employers,  who  expected  to  be  fur- 
nished at  a  minute's  warning  with  prose  and 
verse,  just  as  they  thought  the  circumstances 
of  the  times  required,  whether  the  inclina- 
tion was  absent  or  present.  Upon  my  sin- 
cerity, Mr  Random,  I  have  been  so  much 
pestered  and  besieged  by  those  children  of 
clamour,  that  life  became  a  burden  to  me. 


CHAPTER  LXm. 

The  continuation  and  conclunon  of  Mr 
Melopoyn*8  story. 

**J  MADE  shift,  notwithstanding,  to  main- 
tain myself  till  the  beginning  of  next  winter, 
when  I  renewed  my  addresses  to  my  friend 
Mr  Supple,  and  was  most  graciously  received, 
'  I  have  been  thinking  of  your  affair,  Mr  Me- 
lopoyn,'  said  he,  *and  am  determined  to  show 
how  far  I  have  your  interest  at  heart,  by  in- 
troducing you  to  a  young  nobleman  oi  my 
acquaintance,  who  is  remarkable  for  his  fine 
taste  in  dramatic  writings,  and  is,  besides,  a 
man  of  such  influence,  that,  if  once  he  should 
approve  of  your  play,  his  patronage  will  sup- 
port it  against  all  the  efibrts  of  envy  and  ig- 
norance :  for  I  do  assure  you,  that  ment 
alone  will  not  bring  success.  I  have  already 
spoke  of  your  penormance  to  Lord  Rattle, 
and  if  you  will  call  at  my  house  in  a  day  or 
two,  you  shall  have  a  letter  of  introduction 
to  his  lordship.'  I  was  sensibly  touched 
with  this  mark  of  Mr  Supple's  friendship, 
and  looking  upon  my  affair  as  already  done, 
went  home  and  imparted  my  good  fortune  to 
my  landlord,  who,  to  render  my  appearance 
more  acceptable  to  my  patron,  procured  a 
suit  of  new  clothes  for  me  on  his  own  credit. 
**  Not  to  trouble  you  with  idle  particulars, 
I  carried  my  tragedy  to  his  lordship's  lodg- 
ings, and  sent  it  up,  along  with  Mr  Supple's 
letter,  by  one  of  his  servants,  who  desired 
me,  by  his  lord's  order,  to  return  in  a  week. 
I  did  BO,  and  was  admitted  to  his  lordship, 
who  received  me  very  courteously,  told  me 
he  had  perused  my  play,  which  he  thought, 
on  the  whole,  was  the  best  coup  i^etsai  he 
had  ever  seen  ;  but  that  he  had  marked  some 
places  in  the  margin,  which  he  imagined 
might  be  altered  for  the  better.    I  was  trans- 
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ported  with  this  reception,  and  promised 
^with  many  acknowledgements  of  his  lord- 
ship's ^^eroeit^),  to  M  ^vemed  solely  by 
his  advice  and  direction.  *  Well,  then,'  said 
he, '  write  another  fair  copy  with  the  altera- 
tions I  have  proposed,  and  bring  it  to  me  as 
soon  as  possible ;  for  I  am  resolved  to  have 
it  brought  on  the  stage  this  winter.'  You 
may  be  sure  I  set  about  this  task  with  alac- 
rity; and  although  I  found  his  lordship's 
remarks  much  more  numerous,  and  of  less 
importance,  than  I  expected,  I  thou^t  it  was 
not  my  interest  to  dispute  upon  tnfles  with 
iny  patron ;  therefore  new  modelled  it,  ac- 
cording to  his  desire,  in  less  than  a  month. 

**  When  I  waited  upon  him  with  the  manu- 
script, I  found  one  of  the  actors  at  breakfiist 
with  his  lordship,  who  immediately  intro- 
duced him  to  my  acquaintance,  and  desired 
him  to  read  a  scene  of  my  play.  This  task 
he  performed  very  much  to  my  satisfaction, 
with  regard  to  emphasis  and  pronunciation  ; 
bat  he  signified  his  disgust  at  several  words 
in  every  page,  which  I  presuming  to  defend. 
Lord  Battle  told  me,  with  a  peremptory  look, 
I  must  not  pretend  to  dispute  with  him,  who 
had  been  a  player  these  twenty  years,  and 
understood  the  economy  of  the  stage  better 
than  any  man  living.  I  was  forced  to  submit, 
and  his  lordship  proposed  the  same  actor 
should  read  the  whole  play  in  the  evening, 
before  some  gentlemen  of  his  acquaintance, 
whom  he  would  convene  at  his  lodgings  for 
that  purpose. 

**  1  was  present  at  the  reading ;  and  I  pro- 
test to  you,  my  dear  friend,  I  never  under- 
went such  a  severe  trial  in  the  whole  course 
of  mv  life  as  at  that  juncture ;  for  although 
the  player  might  be  a  very  honest  man,  and 
a  good  performer,  he  was  excessively  illite- 
rate and  assuming,  and  made  a  thousand 
fHvolous  objections,  which  I  was  not  per- 
mitted to  answer :  however,  the  piece  was 
very  much  applauded  on  Uie  whole ;  the 
gentlemen  present,  who,  I  understood,  were 
men  of  fortune,  promised  to  countenance 
and  support  it  as  much  as  thev  could  ;  and 
Lord  Rattle  assurinff  me  that  he  would  act 
the  part  of  a  careful  nurse  to  it,  desired  me 
to  carry  it  home,  and  alter  it  immediately 
according  to  their  remarks.  I  was  fain  to 
acquiesce  in  his  determination,  and  fulfilled 
his  injunctions  with  all  the  expedition  in  my 
power ;  but,  before  I  could  present  the  new 
copy,  my  good  friend  Mr  Supple  had  disposed 
of  his  property  and  patent  to  one  Mr  Brayer ; 
so  that  fresh  interest  was  to  be  made  with 
the  new  manager.  This  task  Lord  Rattle 
undertook,  having  some  acquaintance  with 
him,  and  recommended  my  performance  so 
strongly  that  it  was  received. 

"  I  looked  upon  myself  now  as  upon  the 
eve  of  reaping  the  fruits  of  all  my  labour :  I 
waited  a  few  days  in  expectation  of  its  being 
pot  into  rehearsal,  and  wondering  at  the 
delay,  apjdied  to  my  worthy  patron,  who  ex- 


cuiied  Mr  Brayer,  on  account  of  the  multi- 
plicity of  business  in  which  he  was  involved, 
and  bade  me  beware  of  teasing  the  patentee. 
I  treasured  this  caution,  and  exerted  my  pa^ 
tience  three  weeks  longer;  at  the  end  of 
which  his  lordship  gave  me  to  understand 
that  Mr  Brayer  had  read  my  play,  and  owned 
it  had  indubitable  merit ;  bat  as  he  bad  lonff 
been  pre-engaged  to  another  author,  he  could 
not  possibly  represent  it  that  season ;  though, 
if  I  would  reserve  it  for  the  next,  and,  in  the 
interim,  make  such  alterations  as  he  had  pro- 
posed by  observations  on  the  margin,  I  might 
depend  upon  his  compliance. 

Thunderstruck  at  this  disappointment,  I 
could  not,  for  some  minutes,  utter  one  sylla- 
ble. At  length,  however,  I  complained  bit- 
terly of  the  manager's  insincerity  in  amusing 
me  so  long,  when  he  knew  from  the  be^n- 
ning  that  he  could  not  gratify  my  desire. 
But  his  lordship  reprimanded  me  for  my 
freedom,  said  Mr  Brayer  was  a  man  of  ho- 
nour, and  imputed  his  behavioar  with  respect 
to  me  to  nothing  else  but  forgetfulness.  And 
indeed  I  have  had  some  reason,  since  that 
time,  to  be  convinced  of  his  bad  memory ; 
for,  in  spite  of  appearances,  I  will  not  allow 
myself  to  interpret  his  conduct  in  any  other 
way.  Lord  Rattle,  observing  me  very  much 
affected  with  my  disappointment,  offered  his 
interest  to  bring  on  ray  play  at  the  other 
house,  which  I  eagerly  accepting,  he  forth^ 
with  wrote  a  letter  of  recommendation  to  Mr 
Bellower,  actor,  and  prime  minister  to  Mr 
Vandal,  proprietor  of  that  theatre,  and  de- 
sired me  to  deliver  it  with  my  tragedy  with- 
out loss  of  time.  Accordingly  I  hastened  to 
his  house,  where,  afler  having  waited  a  whole 
hour  in  a  lobby,  I  was  admitted  to  his  pre- 
sence, and  my  performance  received  vnth 
great  state.  He  told  me  he  was  extremely 
busy  at  present,  but  he  would  peruse  it  as 
soon  as  possible,  and  bade  me  call  again  in 
a  week.  I  took  my  leave,  not  a  little 
astonished  at  the  port  and  supercilious  be- 
haviour of  this  stage-player,  who  had  not 
treated  me  with  good  manners ;  and  be^an 
to  think  the  dignity  of  a  poet  greatly  im- 
paired since  the  days  of  Euripides  and  So- 
phocles ;  but  all  this  was  nothing  in 
comparison  of  what  I  have  since  observed. 

'*  Well,  Mr  Random,  I  went  back  at  the 
appointed  time,  and  was  told  that  Mr  Bel- 
lower  was  engaged,  and  could  not  see  me. 
I  repeated  my  visit  a  few  days  after,  and, 
having  waited  a  considerable  time,  was  fa- 
voured with  an  audience,  during  which,  he 
said,  he  had  not  as  yet  read  my  play.  Net- 
tled at  this  usa^,  I  could  contain  myself  no 
longer,  but  teUmg  him,  I  imagined  he  would 
have  paid  more  deference  to  Lord  Rattle's 
recommendation,  demanded  my  manuscript 
with  some  expressions  of  resentment.  *  Ay,' 
said  he,  in  a  theatrical  tone,  *  with  all  my 
heart.'  Then  pulling  out  a  drawer  of  the 
I  bureau  at  which  he  sSt,  he  took  out  a  baiidle» 
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and  threw  it  upon  a  table  that  was  near  him, 
pronouncing  the  word,-~*  there*'  with  great 
okdain.  I  took  it  up,  and  perceiving,  with 
some  surprise,  that  it  was  a  comedy,  told 
him  it  did  not  belong  to  me;  upon  which  he 
offered  me  another,  which  I  also  disclaimed. 
A  third  was  produced  and  rejected  for  the 
same  reason.  At  length  he  pulled  out  a 
whole  handful,  and  spread  them  before  me, 
saying,—-*  There  are  seven — ^take  which  you 
please--or  take  them  all.'  I  singled  out  my 
own,  and  went  away,  struck  dumb  with  ad- 
miration at  what  I  had  seen — ^not  so  much 
on  account  of  his  insolence,  as  of  the  number 
of  new  plays,  which  from  this  circumstance 
I  concluded  were  yearly  offered  to  the  stage. 
Yoa  may  be  sure  I  did  not  fail  to  carry  my 
complaint  to  my  patron,  who  did  not  receive 
it  with  all  the  indication  I  expected ;  but 
taxed  me  with  precipitation,  and  told  me  I 
must  lay  my  account  with  bearing  the  hu- 
mours of  the  players,  if  I  intended  to  write 
for  the  stage. — 'There  is  now  no  other 
remedy,'  said  he,  '  but  to  keep  it  till  the  next 
season  for  Mr  Brayer,  and  alter  it  at  your 
leisure  in  the  summer,  according  to  his  di- 
rections.' I  was  now  reduced  to  a  terrible 
alternative,  either  to  quit  all  hopes  of  my 
tragedv,  from  which  I  had  all  along  promised 
myself  a  large  share  of  fortune  and  reputa- 
tion, or  to  encounter  eight  long  months  of 
adversity  in  preparing  for,  and  expecting  its 
appearance.  This  last  penance,  painful  as 
it  was,  seemed  most  eligible  to  my  reflection 
at  that  time,  and  therefore  I  resolved  to 
undergo  it. 

"  Why  should  I  tire  you  with  particulars 
of  no  conse<|uence  ?  I  wrestled  with  extreme 
poverty  until  the  time  of  my  probation  was 
expired,  and  went  to  my  Lord  Rattle  in 
order  to  remind  him  of  my  affair,  when  I 
understood,  to  my  great  concern,  that  his 
lordship  was  just  on  the  point  of  going  abroad, 
and,  which  was  still  more  unfortunate  for  me, 
Mr  Brayer  had  gone  into  the  country,  so  that 
my  generous  patron  had  it  not  in  his  power 
to  introduce  me  personally,  as  he  intended  : 
however,  he  wrote  a  very  strong  letter  to  the 
manager  in  my  favour,  and  put  him  in  mind  of 
the  promise  he  had  made  in  behalf  of  my  play. 

'<  As  soon  as  I  was  certified  of  Brayer's 
return,  I  went  to  his  house  with  this  letter, 
but  was  told  he  was  gone  out.  I  called  again 
next  day  early  in  the  morning,  received  the 
same  answer,  and  was  desired  to  leave  my 
name  and  business ;  I  did  so,  and  returned 
the  day  after,  when  the  servant  still  affirmed 
that  his  master  was  gone  abroad,  though  I 
perceived  him,  as  I  retired,  observing  me 
through  a  window.  Incensed  at  this  disco- 
very,  I  went  to  a  coffee-house  hard  by,  and 
inclosing  his  lordship's  letter  in  one  from 
myself,  demanded  a  categorical  answer.  I 
sent  it  to  his  house  by  a  porter,  who  returned 
in  a  few  minutes,  and  told  me  Mr  Brayer 
would  be  glad  to  see  me  at  that  instant.  ^  I 


obeyed  the  summons,  and  was  received  with 
sucn  profusion  of  compliments  and  apologies, 
that  my  resentment  immediately  subsided, 
and  I  was  even  in  pain  for  the  concern  which 
this  honest  man  showed  at  the  mistake  of 
his  servant,  who,  it  seems,  had  been  ordered 
to  deny  him  to  every  body  but  me.  He  ex- 
pressed the  utmost  veneration  for  his  good 
and  noble  friend  Lord  Rattle,  whom  he  should 
be  always  proud  to  serve :  promised  to  peruse 
the  play  with  all  dispatcli)  and  give  me  a 
meeting  upon  it ;  and,  as  a  testimony  of  his 
esteem,  made  me  a  present  of  a  general 
order  for  the  season,  by  which  I  should  be 
admitted  to  any  part  of  the  theatre.  This 
was  a  very  agreeable  compliment  to  me, 
whose  greatest  pleasure  consisted  in  seeing 
dramatic  performances,  and  you  need  not 
doubt  that  I  often  availed  myself  of  my  privi- 
lege. As  I  had  an  opportunity  of  being  be- 
hind the  scenes  when  I  pleased,  I  frequently 
conversed  with  Mr  Brayer  about  my  play, 
and  asked  when  he  intended  to  put  it  into 
rehearsal ;  but  he  had  always  so  much  busi- 
ness upon  his  hands,  that  it  remained  with 
him  unopened  a  considerable  while;  and 
I  became  very  uneasy  about  the  season, 
that  wasted  apace,  when  I  saw  in  the  papers 
another  new  play  advertised,  which  had  been 
written,  offered,  accepted,  and  rehearsed,  in 
the  compass  of  three  months.  You  may 
easily  guess  how  much  I  was  confounded  at 
this  event.  1  own  to  you,  that  in  the  first 
transports  of  my  anger,  I  suspected  Mr 
Brayer  of  having  acted  towards  me  in  the 
most  pitiful,  perfidious  manner ;  and  was  ac- 
tually fi[lad  at  his  disappointment  in  the  suc- 
cess of  his  favourite  piece,  which,  by  the 
stren^h  of  art,  lingered  till  the  third  night, 
and  then  died  in  a  deplorable  manner.  But, 
now  that  passion  has  no  share  in  my  reflec- 
tion, I  am  willing  to  ascribe  his  behaviour  to 
his  want  of  memory,  or  want  of  judfrment, 
which,  you  know,  are  natural  defects,  tnatare 
more  worthy  of  compassion  than  reproach. 
*' About  this  time  I  happened  to  be  in 
company  with  a  gentlewoman,  who,  having 
heard  of  my  tragedy,  told  me  she  was  ac- 
quainted with  the  wife  of  a  gentleman,  who 
was  very  well  known  to  a  lady,  who  had 
great  interest  with  a  person  who  was  inti- 
mate with  Earl  Sheerwit,  and  that,  if  I 
pleased,  she  would  use  her  influence  in  my 
behalf.  As  this  nobleman  had  the  character 
of  a  Mecenas  in  the  nation,  and  could  stamp 
a  value  upon  any  work  by  his  sole  counte- 
nance ana  approbation,  I  accepted  her  offer 
with  eagerness,  in  full  confidence  of  seeing 
my  reputation  established,  and  my  wishes 
fulfilled  in  a  very  short  time,  provided  I 
should  have  the  good  fortune  to  please  his 
lordship's  taste.  I  withdrew  the  manuscript 
from  the  hands  of  Mr  Brayer,  and  committed 
it  to  the  care  of  this  gentlewoman,  who  la- 
boured so  effectually  in  my  interest,  that  in 
less  than  a  month  it  was  conveyed  to  the 
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earl,  and  in  a  few  weeks  afler,  I  had  the 
Batisfaction  to  hear  that  he  had  read  and 
approved  it  very  much.  Transported  with 
this  piece  of  intellig^ence,  I  flattered  myself 
with  the  hopes  of  his  interesting  himself  in 
its  favour ;  but  hearing  no  more  of  the  matter 
in  three  whole  months,  1  began  (God  forgive 
me)  to  suspect  the  veracity  of  the  person 
who  brought  me  the  good  tidings ;  for  I 
thought  it  impossible  that  a  man  of  his  rank 
and  character,  who  knew  the  difficulty  of 
writing  a  good  tragedv,  and  understood  the 
dignity  of  the  work,  snould  read  and  applaud 
an  essay  of  this  kind,  without  feeling  an  in- 
clination to  befriend  the  author,  whom  his 
countenance  alone  could  raise  above  depen- 
dence. But  it  was  not  long  before  I  found 
my  friend  very  much  wronffed  by  my  opinion. 
**  You  must  know  that  the  civilities  I  have 
received  from  Lord  Rattle,  and  the  desire  he 
manifested  to  promote  the  success  of  my 
play,  encouraged  me  to  write  an  account  of 
my  bad  fortune  to  his  lordship,  who  conde- 
scended so  far  as  to  desire,  by  letter,  a  young 
squire  of  a  great  estate,  with  whom  he  was 
intimate,  to  espouse  my  cause,  and,  in  par- 
ticular,  made  me  acquainted  with  one  Mr 
Marmoset,  a  celebrated  player,  who  had 
lately  appeared  on  the  stage  with  astonish- 
inff  eclat,  and  bore  such  sway  in  the  house 
where  he  acted,  that  the  manager  durst  not 
refuse  any  thing  he  recommended.  Tiie 
young  gentleman  whom  Lord  Rattle  had 
employ^  for  this  purpose,  being  diffident  of 
his  own  interest  with  Mr  Marmozet,  had  re- 
course to  a  nobleman  of  his  acquaintance, 
who,  at  his  solicitation,  was  so  good  as  to 
introduce  me  to  him ;  and  the  conversation 
turning  upon  my  performance,  I  was  not  a 
little  surprised,  as  well  as  pleased,  to  hear 
that  Earl  Sheerwit  had  spoken  very  much  in 
its  praise,  and  even  sent  Mr  Marmozet  the 
copy,  with  a  message,  expressing  a  desire 
that  he  would  act  in  it  next  season.  Nor 
was  the  favourite  actor  backward  in  com- 
mending the  piece,  which  he  mentioned  with 
some  expressions  of  regard  that  I  do  not 
choose  to  repeat ;  assuring  me  that  he  would 
appear  in  it  provided  he  should  be  engaged 
to  play  at  all  during  the  ensuing  season.  In 
the  meantime,  he  desired  I  would  give  him 
leave  to  peruse  it  in  the  country,  whither  he 
intended  to  remove  next  day,  tnat  he  might 
have  leisure  to  consider  and  point  out  such 
alterations  as  might,  perhaps,  be  necessary 
for  its  representation ;  and  took  my  direction, 
that  he  might  communicate  by  letter  the 
observations  he  should  make.  Trusting  to 
these  assurances,  and  the  interest  which  had 
been  made  in  my  behalf,  I  hugged  myself  in 
the  expectation  of  seeing  it  not  only  acted, 
but  acted  to  the  greatest  advantage;  and 
this  I  thought  could  not  fail  of  recompensing 
me  in  an  ample  manner  for  the  anxiety  and 
affliction  I  had  undergone:  but  six  weeks 
being  elapsed,  I  did  not  know  how  to  recon- 


cile Mr  Marmozet's  silence,  with  his  promise 
of  writing  to  me  ten  days  after  he  set  out 
for  the  country.  However,  I  was  at  last 
favoured  with  a  letter,  importing  that  he  had 
made  some  remarks  on  my  tn^edy,  which 
he  would  freely  impart  at  meeting,  and  ad- 
vising me  to  put  it,  without  loss  of  time, 
into  the  hands  of  that  manager  who  had  the 
best  company,  as  he  himself  was  quite  un- 
certain whether  or  not  he  should  be  engaged 
that  winter.  I  was  a  good  deal  alarmed  at 
this  last  part  of  his  letter,  and  advised  about 
it  with  a  friend,  who  told  me,  it  was  a  plain 
indication  of  Mr  Marmozet's  desire  to  get 
rid  of  his  promise ;  that  his  pretended  un- 
certainty about  acting  next  winter  was  no 
other  than  a  scandalous  evasion ;  for,  to  his 
certain  knowledge,  he  was  already  engaged, 
or  at  least  in  terms,  with  Mr  Vandal ;  and 
that  his  design  was  to  disappoint  me,  in  fa- 
vour of  a  new  comedy,  which  he  had  pur- 
chased of  the  author,  and  intended  to  bring 
upon  the  stage  for  his  own  advantage. 

"  In  short,  my  dear  sir,  this  person,  who,  I 
must  own,  is  of'^a  sanguine  complexion,  han- 
dled the  moral  character  of  Mr  Marmozet 
with  such  severity,  that  I  began  to  suspect 
him  of  some  particular  prejudice,  and  put 
myself  upon  my  guard  against  his  insinua- 
tions. 1  ought  to  crave  pardon  for  this 
tedious  narration  of  trivial  circumstances, 
which,  however  interesting  they  may  be  to 
me,  must  certainly  be  very  dry  and  insipid 
to  the  ear  of  one  unconcerned  in  the  affair. 
But  I  understand  the  meaning  of  your  looks, 
and  will  proceed.  Well,  sir,  Mr  Marmozet, 
upon  his  return  to  town,  treated  me  with 
uncommon  complaisance,  and  invited  me  to 
his  lodgings,  where  he  proposed  to  commu- 
nicate nis  remarks,  which  I  confess  were 
more  unfavourable  than  I  expected ;  but  I 
answered  his  objections,  and,  as  I  thought, 
brought  him  over  to  my  opinion ;  for,  on  the 
whole,  he  signified  the  highest  approbation 
of  the  performance.  In  the  course  of  our 
dispute,  I  was  not  a  little  surprised  to  find 
this  poor  gentleman's  memory  so  treache- 
rous, as  to  let  him  forget  what  he  had  said 
to  me,  before  he  went  out  of  town,  in  regard 
to  Earl  Sheerwit's  opinion  of  my  play,  woich 
he  now  professed  himself  ignorant  of;  and  I 
was  extremely  mortified  at  hearing  from  his 
own  mouth,  that  his  interest  with  Mr  Vandal 
Was  so  very  low,  as  to  be  insufficient  of  itself 
to  bring  a  new  piece  upon  the  stage.  I  then 
begged  his  advice ;  and  he  counselled  me  to 
apply  to  Earl  Sheerwit  for  a  message  in  my 
favour  to  the  manager,  who  would  not  pre- 
sume to  refbse  any  thing  recommended  by 
so  great  a  man ;  and  he  was  so  kind  as  to 
promise  to  second  this  message  with  all  his 
power.  I  had  immediate  recourse  to  the 
worthy  gentlewoman  my  friend,  already  men- 
tioned, who  opened  the  channels  of  her  con- 
veyance with  such  expedition,  that  in  a  f^w 
days  I  had  the  promise  of  the  messagey  pro- 
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vided  I  could  assure  myself  of  Mr  Vandal's 
being  unengaged  to  any  other  author ;  for  his 
lordsoip  did  not  choose  to  condescend  so  far, 
vmtil  be  should  understand  that  there  was  a 
probability  (at  least)  of  succeeding.    At  the 
same  time  that  he  blessed  me  with  this  piece 
of  news,  I  was  startled  at  another,  by  the 
same  channel  of  communication ;  which  was, 
that  Mr  Marmozet,  before  he  advised  me 
to  this  application,  had  informed  the  earl 
that  he  haa  read  my  play,  and  found  it  alto- 
gether unfit  for  the  stage.    Though  I  could 
not  doubt  the  certainty  of  this  intelligence, 
I  believed  there  was  some  misapprehension 
in  the  case ;  and,  without  taking  any  notice 
of  it,  told  Mr  Marmozet  the  answer  I  had 
been  favoured  with,  and  he  promised  to  ask 
Mr  Vandal  the  question  proposed.    I  waited 
upon  him  in  a  day  or  two,  when  he  ^ve  me 
to  understand  that  Mr  Vandal,  havmg  pro- 
fessed himself  free  of  all  engagements,  he 
had  put  my  play  into  his  hands,  and  repre- 
sented it  as  a  piece  strongly  recommended 
by  Earl  Sheerwit,  who  (ne  assured  him) 
would  honour  him  with  a  message  in  its 
favour;  and  he  desired  me  to  ceal  for  an 
answer  at  Mr  Vandal's  house  in  three  days. 
I   followed   his  directions,   and  found   the 
manager,  who,  being  made  acquainted  with 
my  business,  owned  that  Mr  Marmozet  had 
given  him  a  manuscript  play,  but  denied  that 
he  bad  mentioned   Earl   Sheerwit's  name. 
When  I  informed  him  of  the  circumstances 
of  the  affair,  he  said  he  had  no  engagement 
with  any  author;  that  he  would  read  my 
tragedy  forthwith,  and  did  not  believe  he 
should  venture  to  reject  it  in  contradiction 
to  his  lordship's  opmion,  for  which  he  had 
the  utmost  veneration,  but  put  it  into  re- 
hearsal without  loss  of  time.    I  was  so  much 
intoxicated  with  this  encouragement,  that  I 
overlooked  the  mysterious  conduct  of  Mr 
Marmozet,  and  attended  the  manager  at  the 
time  appointed,  when,  to  my  infinite  confu- 
sion, he  pronounced  mjr  pl&y  improper  for 
the  stage,  and  rejected  it  accordingly.    As 
soon  as  I  could  recollect  myself  nrom  the 
disorder  into  which  this  unexpected  refusal 
had  thrown  me,  I  expressed  a  desire  of  hear- 
ing his  objections,  which  were  so  groundless, 
indistinct,  and  unintelligible,  that  I  persuaded 
myself  he  had  not  at  all  perused  the  piece,  but 
had  been  prompted  by  somebody,  whose  les- 
sons he  had  not  rightly  retained.    However, 
I  have  been  since  informed,  that  the  poor 
man's  head,  which  was  not  naturally  very 
clear,  had  been  disordered  with  superstition, 
and  that  he  laboured  under  the  tyranny  of  a 
wife  and  the  terrors  of  hell-fire  at  the  same 
time.    Precipitated,  in  this  manner,  from  the 
highest  pinnacle  of  hope  to  the  abyss  of  des- 
pondence, I  was  ready  to  sink  under  the 
burden  of  my  affliction,  and  in  the  bitterness 
of  my  anguish,  could  not  help  entertaining 
acme  doubts  of  Mr  Marmozet's  integrity, 
when  I  recollected  and  compared  the  cir- 


cumstances of  his  conduct  towards  me.  I 
was  encoura^d  in  this  suspicion,  by  being 
told,  that  my  Lord  Sheerwit  had  spoke  of  his 
character  with  groat  contempt,  and,  in  par- 
ticular, resented  his  insolence  in  opposing 
his  own  taste  to  that  of  his  lordship  concern- 
ing my  tragedy.  While  I  hesitated  between 
different  opinions  of  the  matter,  that  friend, 
who  (as  I  told  you  before)  was  a  little  hot- 
headed, favoured  me  with  a  visit,  and  having 
heard  a  circumstantial  account  of  the  whole 
affair,  could  not  contain  his  indignation,  but 
affirmed  without  ceremony,  that  Marmozet 
was  the  sole  occasion  of  my  disappointment ; 
that  he  had  acted  from  first  to  last  with  the 
most  perfidious  dissimulation,  cajoling  me 
with  insinuating  civilities,  while  he  under- 
hand employed  all  his  art  and  influence  to 
prejudice  the  ignorant  manager  against  my 
performance;  that  nothing  could  equal  his 
hypocrisv  but  his  avarice,  which  engrossed 
the  faculties  of  his  soul  so  much,  that  he 
scrupled  not  to  be  guilty  of  the  meanest 
practices  to  gratify  that  sordid  appetite ;  that, 
in  consequence  of  this  disposition,  he  had 
prostituted  his  honour  in  betraying  my  inex- 
perience, and  in  undermining  the  interest  of 
another  author  of  established  reputation,  who 
had  also  offered  a  tragedv  to  the  stage,  which 
he  thought  would  interfere  with  the  success 
of  the  comedy  be  had  bought,  and  detennined 
to  bring  on  at  all  events. 

"  I  was  shocked  at  the  description  of  such 
a  monster,  which  I  could  not  believe  existed 
in  the  world,  bad  as  it  is,  and  argued  against 
the  asseverations  of  my  friend,  by  demon- 
strating the  bad  policy  of  such  behaviouTf 
which  could  not  fail  of  entailing  infamy  upon 
the  author ;  and  the  small  temptation  that  a 
man  of  Mr  Marmozet's  figure  and  success 
could  have  to  consult  his  interest  in  such 
a  grovelling  manner,  which  must  create 
contempt  and  abhorrence  of  him  in  his 
patrons,  and  effectually  deprive  him  of  the 
countenance  and  protection  he  now  enjoys 
in  such  an  eminent  degree.  He  pretended 
to  laugh  at  my  simplicity,  and  asked  if  I 
knew  for  which  of  his  virtues  he  was  so 
much  caressed  by  the  people  of  fashion  1 
*  It  is  not,'  said  he, '  for  the  qualities  of  his 
heart,  that  this  little  parasite  is  invited  to 
the  tables  of  dukes  and  lords,  who  hire  ex- 
traordinary cooks  for  his  entertainment :  his 
avarice  they  see  not,  his  ingratitude  they 
feel  not,  his  hypocrisy  accommodates  itself 
to  their  humours,  and  is  of  conseouence 
pleasing;  but  he  is  chiefly  courted  for  his 
buffoonery,  and  will  be  admitted  into  the 
choicest  parties  of  quality  for  his  talent  of 
mimicking  Punch  and  his  wife  Joan,  when  a 
poet  of  the  most  exquisite  genius  is  not  able 
to  attract  the  least  regard.'  God  forbid, 
Mr  Random,  that  I  should  credit  assertions 
that  degrade  the  dignity  of  our  superiorsu  so 
much,  and  represent  that  poor  man  as  the 
most  abject  of  all  beings !    No ;  I  looked 
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upon  them  as  the  hyperboles  of  passion ;  and 
though  that  comedv  of  which  ne  spoke  did 
actually  appear,  I  aare  not  doubt  the  in  no- 
cence  of  Mr  Marmoset,  who,  I  am  told,  is 
as  much  as  ever  in  favour  with  the  earl ;  a 
circumstance  that  surely  could  not  be,  unless 
he  had  vindicated  bis  character  to  the  satis- 
faction of  his  lordship.  Pray  forgive  this 
long  digression,  and  give  me  the  hearing  a 
little  longer ;  for,  thank  heaven !  I  am  now 
near  the  goal. 

"  Bkffled  in  all  my  attempts,  I  despaired 
of  seeing  my  play  acted ;  ana  bethought  my- 
self of  choosing  some  employment  that 
might  afford  a  sure,  though  mean,  subsist- 
ence ;  but  my  landlord,  to  whom  I  was  by 
this  time  considerably  indebted,  and  who  had 
laid  his  account  with  having  his  money  paid 
all  in  a  heap,  from  the  profits  of  my  tiiird 
night,  could  not  brook  his  disappointment, 
therefore  made  another  effort  in  my  behalf, 
and,  by  dint  of  interest,  procured  a  message 
from  a  lady  of  fashion  to  Mr  Brayer,  who 
had  alwa^^s  professed  a  great  veneration  for 
her,  desiring  that  he  would  set  up  my  play 
forthwith,  and  assuring  him  that  she  and  all  her 
friends  would  support  it  in  the  performance. 
To  strengthen  my  interest,  she  engaged  his 
best  actors  in  my  cause ;  and,  in  short,  ex- 
erted herself  so  much,  that  it  was  a^in 
received,  and  my  hopes  began  to  revive. 
But  Mr  Brayer,  honest  man,  was  so  much 
engrossed  by  business  of  vast  consequence, 
though  to  appearance  he  had  nothing  at  all 
to  do,  that  he  could  not  find  time  to  read  it 
until  the  season  was  pretty  far  advanced; 
and  read  it  he  must,  for,  notwithstandinfi^  his 
having  perused  it  before,  his  memory  did  not 
retaiiLone  circumstance  of  the  matter. 

At  length  he  favoured  it  with  his  attention, 
and,  having  proposed  certain  alterations, 
sent  his  duty  to  the  lady  who  patronised  it, 
and  promised,  on  his  honour,  to  bring  it  on 
next  winter,  provided  these  alterations  should 
be  made,  and  the  copy  delivered  to  him  be- 
fore the  end  of  April.  With  an  aching  heart 
I  submitted  to  these  conditions,  and  per- 
formed them  accordingly ;  but  fortune  owed 
me  another  unforeseen  mortification:  Mr 
Marmozet,  during  the  summer,  became  joint 
patentee  with  Im*  Brayer;  so  that,  when  I 
claimed  performance  of  articles,  I  was  told 
he  could  do  nothing  without  the  consent  of 
his  partner,  who  was  pre-engaged  to  another 
author. 

**My  condition  was  rendered  desperate 
.  by  the  death  of  my  good  friend  and  landlord, 
whose  executors  obtained  a  judgment  against 
my  effects,  which  they  seized,  and  turned 
roe  out  into  the  streets  naked,  friendless, 
and  forlorn.  There  I  was  arrested  at  the 
suit  of  mv  tailor,  and  thrown  into  this  prison, 
where  I  have  made  shift  to  live  these  five 
weeks  on  the  bounty  of  my  fellow-pri^oners, 
who,  I  hope,  are  not  the  worse  for  the  in- 
struction and  good  ofiices  by  which  I  manifest 


my  gratitude ;  but,  in  spite  of  all  their  chari- 
table endeavours,  my  life  was  scarce  toleraUe* 
until  your  uncommon  benevolence  enabled 
me  to  enjoy  it  with  comfort." 


CHAPTER  LXIV. 

/  am  seized  toith  a  deep  melancholy,  and 
become  a  sloven — am  relieved  by  my  uncle 
— he  prevails  upon  me  to  engage  with 
his  owners  as  surgeon  of  the  ship  which 
he  commands — he  makes  me  a  considera* 
ble  present — entertains  Strap  as  his 
steward — /  take  leave  of  my  friends, 
and  go  on  boar^^^he  ship  arrives  in  the 
Downs, 

I  SHALL  not  make  any  reflections  on  this 
story,  in  the  course  of  which  the  reader  must 
perceive  how  egregiously  the  simplicity  and 
milky  disposition  of  this  worthy  man  had 
been  duped  and  abused  by  a  set  of  scoun- 
drels, who  were  so  habituated  to  falsehood 
and  equivocation,  that  I  verily  believe  they 
would  have  found  the  utmost  difficulty  in 
uttering  one  syllable  of  truth,  though  their 
lives  had  depended  upon  their  sincerity. 
Notwithstanding  all  I  had  suffered  from  the 
knavery  and  selfishness  of  mankind,  I  was 
amazea  and  incensed  at  the  base  indifference 
which  suffered  such  uncommon  merit  as  he 
possessed  to  languish  in  obscurity,  and 
struggle  with  all  the  miseries  of  a  loathsome 
jail ;  £.nd  should  have  blessed  the  occasion 
that  secluded  me  from  such  a  perfidious 
world,  had  not  the  remembrance  of  the  amia- 
ble Narcissa  preserved  my  attachment  to 
that  society  of  which  she  constituted  a  part. 
The  picture  of  that  lovely  creature  was  Uie 
constant  companion  of  my  solitude.  How 
often  did  I  contemplate  the  resemblance  of 
those  enchanting  features  that  first  capti- 
vated my  heart !  How  often  did  I  weep  over 
those  endearing  scenes  which  her  image  re- 
called !  and  how  often  did  I  curse  my  perfi- 
dious fate  for  having  robbed  me  of  the  fair 
original !  In  vain  did  my  imagination  flatter 
me  with  schemes  of  future  happiness ;  surly 
reason  always  interposed,  and  in  a  moment 
overthrew  that  unsubstantial  fabric,  by  chas- 
tising the  extravagance  of  my  hope,  and 
representing  my  unhappy  situation  in  the 
right  point  of  view.  In  vain  did  I  fly  for 
refuge  to  the  amusements  of  the  place,  and 
en£[age  in  the  parties  of  Jackson,  at  cards, 
bilRards,  nine-pins,  and  fives;  a  train  of 
melancholy  thoughts  took  possession  of  my 
soul,  which  even  the  conversation  of  Melo- 
poyn  could  not  divert.  I  ordered  Strap  to 
inquire  every  day  at  Banter's  lodgings,  in 
expectation  of  hearing  a^n  from  my 
charrner;  and  my  disappointment  consi- 
derably augmented  my  chagrin.  My  affec- 
tionate yalet  was  infected  with  my  sorrow, 
and  often  sat  with  me  whole  hours  without 
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speaking,  uttering  sigb  for  sigh,  and  shedding 
tear  for  tear.  Tnis  fellowship  increased  our 
distemper;  he  became  incapable  of  business, 
and  was  discarded  by  his  master;  while  I, 
seeinji^  my  money  melt  away,  without  any 
certainty  of  deliverance,  and  in  short,  all  my 
hopes  fhistrated,  grew  negligent  of  life,  lost 
all  appetite,  and  degenerated  into  such  a 
sloven,  that,  during  the  space  of  two  months, 
I  was  neither  washed,  shifted,  nor  shaved; 
so  that  my  face,  rendered  meagre  with  ab- 
stinence, was  l»bscured  with  dirt,  and  over- 
shadowed with  hair,  and  my  whole  appear- 
ance squalid  and  even  frightful ;  when,  one 
day.  Strap  brought  me  notice  that  there  was 
a  man  below  who  wanted  to  speak  with  me. 
Roused  at  this  intelligence,  and  in  full  hopes 
of  receiving  a  lettier  trom  the  dear  object  of 
my  love,  I  ran  down  istairs  with  the  utmost 
precipitation,  and  found,  to  my  infinite^ur- 
piise,  my  generous  uncle,  Mr  Bownng. 
Transported  at  the  sight,  I  sprung  forward 
to  embrace  him :  upon  which  he  started 
aside  with  great  agility,  drew  his  hanger, 
and  put  himself  upon  his  guard,  cryinfi^, — 
"  Avast,  brother,  avast !  sheer  off! — ^YoTio ! 
ou  turnkey,  why  don't  you  keep  a  better 
oot-out?  here's  one  of  your  crazy  prisoners 
broke  from  his  lashings,  I  do  suppose."  I 
could  not  help  laughing  heartilv  at  his  mis- 
take ;  but  this  I  soon  rectified  by  mv  voice, 
which  he  instantly  recollected,  and  shook 
me  by  the  hand  with  great  afiection,  testij^- 
ing  his  concern  at  seeing  me  in  such  a  mis- 
erable condition. 

I  conducted  him  to  my  apartment,  where, 
in  presence  of  Strap,  whom  I  introduced  to 
him  as  one  of  my  best  friends,  he  gave  me  to 
understand  that  he  was  just  arrived  from  the 
coast  of  Guinea,  after  having  made  a  pretty 
successful  voyage,  in  which  he  had  acted  as 
mate,  until  the  snip  was  attacked  by  a  French 
privateer ;  that  the  captain  being  killed  dur- 
ing the  engagement,  he  had  taken  the  com- 
mand, and  was  so  fortunate  as  to  sink  the 
enemy ;  after  which  exploit  he  fell  in  with 
a  merchant  ship  from  Martinico,  laden  with 
sugar,  indigo,  and  some  silver ;  and,  by  vir- 
tue of  his  letter  of  marque,  attacked,  took, 
and  brought  her  safe  into  Kinsale,  in  Ireland, 
where  she  waB  condemned  as  a  lawful  prize ; 
by  which  means  he  had  not  only  eqt  a  pretty 
sum  of  money,  but  also  acquired  the  favour  of 
his  owners,  who  had  already  conferred  upon 
him  Uie  command  of  a  large  ship,  mounted 
with  twenty  nine-pounders,  ready  to  sail 
upon  a  very  advantageous  voyage,  which  he 
was  not  at  liberty  to  discover.  And  he 
assured  me,  it  was  with  the  greatest  difficulty 
he  had  found  me,  in  consec^uence  of  a  direc- 
tibn  left  for  him  at  his  lodgings  at  Wappin^. 

I  was  rejoiced  beyond  measure  at  this 
account  of  his  good  fortune ;  and,  at  his  de- 
sire, recounted  all  the  adventures  that  had 
happened  to  me  since  we  parted.  When 
he  understood  the  particulars  of  Strap's 
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attachment  to  me,  he  squeezed  his  hand  very 
cordially,  and  promised  to  make  a  man  of 
him;  tnen  giving  me  ten  guineas  for  my 
present  occasion,  took  a  direction  for  the 
tailor  who  arrested  me,  and  went  away  in 
order  to  discharge  the  debt,  telling  me  at 
parting,  that  he  would  soon  fetch  up  all  my 
lee-way  with  a  wet  sail. 

I  was  utterly  confounded  at  this  sudden 
transition,  which  affected  me  more  than  any 
reverse  I  had  formerly  felt ;  and  a  crowd  of 
incoherent  ideas  rushed  so  impetuously  upon 
my  imagination,  that  my  reason  could  neither 
separate  nor  connect  them,  when  Strap, 
whose  joy  had  manifested  itself  in  a  thousand 
fooleries,  came  into  my  room  with  his  sha- 
ving utensils,  and,  without  any  previous  in- 
timation,* began  to  lather  my  beard,  ^^istling 
with  great  emotion  all  the  whtie.  I  started 
from  my  reverie,  and  being  too  well  acquainted 
with  Strap  to  trust  myself  in  his  hafids  while 
he  was  under  such  agitation,  desired  to  be 
excused,  sent  for  another  barber,  and  suffer- 
ed myself  to  be  trimmed.  Having  perform- 
ed the  ceremony  of  ablution,  I  shifted,  and, 
dressing  in  my  gayest  apparel*  waited  for  the 
return  of  my  uncle,  who  was  agreeably  sur- 
prised at  my  sudden  transformation. 

This  beneficent  kinsman  had  satisfied  my 
creditor,  and  obtained  an  order  for  my  dis- 
charge, so  that  I  was  no  longer  a  pm>ner ; 
but  as  I  had  some  reluctance  to  part  with  my 
friends  and  fellows  in  distress,  I  prevailed 
upon  Mr  Bowlins^  to  favour  us  with  his  com- 
pany, and  invited  Mr  Melopo3m  and  Jackson 
to  spend  the  evening  at  my  apartment,  where 
I  regaled  them  widi  a  supper,  good  wine, 
and  the  news  of  my  release,  on  which  they 
heartily  congratulated  me,  notwithstanding 
the  loss  of  my  company,  which,  the/  were 
pleased  to  say,  they  should  severely  feel. 
As  for  Jackson,  his  misfortune  made  so  little 
impression  on  himself,  and  he  was  altogether 
so  loose,  indifferent,  and  indiscreet,  that  I 
could  scarce  pity  his  situation:  but  I  had 
conceived  a  veneration  and  friendship  for 
the  poet,  who  was  in  all  respects  an  object 
much  more  worthy  of  compassion  and  re- 
gard. When  our  guests  withdrew,  and  mj 
uncle  had  retired,  with  an  intention  to  visit 
me  next  morning,  I  made  up  a  bundle  of 
some  linen,  and  other  necessaries,  and,  bid- 
ding Strap  carry  them  to  Mr  Melopojrn's 
lodgings,  went  thither  myself  and  pressed  it 
upon  his  acceptance,  with  five  f^uineas,  which 
with  much  difficulty  he  received,  assuring 
me  at  the  same  time  that  he  should  never 
have  it  in  his  power  to  make  satisfaction.  I 
then  asked  if  I  could  serve  him  any  other 
way;  to  which  he  answered^-— ** you  have 
already  done  too  much ;"  and,  unable  to  con- 
tain the  emotions  of  his  soul  any  lonffer^ 
burst  into  team,  and  wept  aloud.  Moved  at 
this  sp^tacle,  I  left  him  to  his  repose  ;  and» 
when  my  uncle  returned  in  the  morning,  re- 
I  presented  his  character  in  such  a  favoiimable 
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]i^ht,that  the  honest  seaman  was  aflS&cted 
with  his  distress,  and  detennined  to  follow  my 
example,  in  presenting  him  with  five  pieces 
more :  upon  which,  that  I  mijzht  save  him 
some  confusion,  I  advised  Mr  Bowling  to  in- 
close it  in  a  letter,  to  be  delivered  bj  Strap 
afler  we  should  be  ^one. 

This  was  accordmgly  done.  I  took  a  for- 
mal leave  of  all  my  acquaintance  in  the  jail ; 
and  just  as  I  was  about  to  step  into  a  hack- 
ney coach  at  the  gate,  Jackson  calling  me, 
I  returned,  and  he  asked  me  in  a  whisper  if 
I  could  lend  him  a  shilling.  His  demand 
being  so  moderate,  and  in  all  likelihood  the 
last  he  would  make  upon  me,  I  slipped  a 
guinea  into  his  hand,  which  be  no  sooner 
perceived,  than  he  cried, — **  O  J«8us !  a  gui- 
nea V*  t^en  laying  hold  of  a  button  of  my  coat 
broke  out  into  an  immoderate  fit  of  faugh- 
Iter ;  and,  when  his  convulsion  was  ended, 
told  me  I  was  an  honest  fellow,  and  let  me  go. 
The  coachman  was  ordered  to  drive  to  Mr 
Bowling's  lodgings,  where,  when  we  arrived, 
he  entered  into  a  serious  discourse  with  roe 
on  the  subject  of  my  situation,  and  proposed 
that  I  should  sail  with  hun  in  Quality  of  his 
surgeon  ;  in  which  case  he  would  put  me  in 
a  method  of  ^tting  a  fortune  in  a  few  years 
by  my  own  mdustry ;  and  assured  roe,  that 
I  might  expect  to  inherit  all  that  he  should 
die  poOTessed  of,  provided  I  should  survive 
him.  Though  I  was  penetrated  with  a  sense 
of  his  generosity,  I  was  startled  at  a  propo- 
sal that  offered  violence  to  my  love,  and  sig- 
nified my  sentiments  on  that  head,  which  he 
did  not  seem  to  relish,  but  observed,  that  love 
was  the  fruit  of  idleness  ;  that,  when  once  I 
should  be  employed  in  business,  and  my  mind 
engaged  in  making  monej^,  I  should  be  no 
mote  troubled  with  these  silly  notions,  which 
none  but  your  fiiir-weather  Jacks,  who  have 
nothing  but  their  pleasure  to  mind,  ought  to 
entertain.  I  was  piqued  at  this  insinuation, 
which  I  looked  upon  as  a  reproach,  and, 
without  ^ving  myself  time  to  deliberate,  ac- 
cepted his  oTOr.  He  was  overjoyed  at  my 
compliance,  carried  me  immediately  to  his 
chief  owner,  with  whom  a  bargain  was 
struck  ;  so  that  then  I  could  not  retract  with 
honour,  had  I  been  ever  so  much  averse  to 
the  agreement.  That  I  might  not  have  time 
to  cool,  he  bade  me  draw  out  a  list  of  medi- 
cines for  a  complement  of  five  hundred  men, 
adapted  to  the  distempers  of  hot  climates, 
and  sufficient  for  a  voyage  of  eighteen 
months,  and  carry  it  to  a  certain  wholesale 
apothecary,  who  would  also  provide  me  in 
two  well  qualified  mates.  While  I  was  thus 
employed,  Strap  came  in,  and  looked  very 
blank,  when  he  understood  my  resolution : 
however,  after  a  pause  of  some  minutes,  he 
insisted  upon  going  alonff  with  me ;  and  at 
tnj  desire  was  made  ship?  steward  bv  cap- 
tain Bowling,  who  promised  to  be  at  the  ex- 
pense of  fitting  him  out,  and  to  lend  him  two 
hundred  pounds  to  purchase  an  adventure. 


When  I  had  delivered  my  list  of  medicines^ 
chosen  a  couple  of  my  own  countrymen  for 
mates,  and  bespoke  a  set  of  chirurgical  in- 
struments, my  uncle  told  me  that,  by  his 
last  voyage,  he  had  cleared  almost  three  thou- 
sand pounds,  one  third  of  which  he  would 
immediately  make  over  and  put  into  mv 
hands ;  that  he  would  procure  for  me  credit 
to  the  value  of  as  much  more,  in  such  goods 
as  would  turn  to  best  account  in  the  country 
to  which  we  were  bound  ;  and  that,  although 
he  looked  upon  my  interest  as  his  own,  he 
would  keep  the  remaining  part  of  his  fortune 
in  his  own  disposal,  with  a  view  of  preserv- 
ing his  independence,  and  a  power  of  pun- 
ishing me,  in  case  I  should  not  make  a  good 
use  of  what  he  had  already  bestowed. 

Without  troubling  the  reader  with  an  ac- 
count of  the  effect  which  this  surprising  gen- 
erosity had  upon  my  mind,'!  shall  only  pay 
that  nis  promises  were  instantly  performed, 
and  an  invoice  of  merchandize  proper  for  the 
voyage  presented  to  me,  that  I  might  pur- 
chase the  goods,  and  ship  them  with  all  ex- 
pedition. In  the  midst  of  this  hurry,  the 
remembrance  of  my  charming-Narcissa  often 
interposed,  and  made  me  the  most  miserable 
of  all  mortals.  I  was  distracted  with  the 
thought  of  being  torn  fi'om  her,  perhaps  for 
ever;  and  though  the  hope  of  seeing  her 
again  might  have  supported  me  under  the 
torments  of  separation,  I  could  not  reflect 
upon  the  anguish  she  must  feel  at  parting 
with  me,  and  the  incessant  sorrows  to  which 
her  tender  bosom  would  be  exposed  during 
my  absence,  without  being  pierced  with  the 
deepest  afl!ictton.  As  my  imagination  was 
daily  and  nightly  upon  the  rack  to  invent 
some  method  of  mitigating  this  cruel  stroke^ 
or  at  least  of  acquitting  my  love  and  honour 
in  the  opinion  of  this  gentle  creature,  I  at 
length  stumbled  upon  an  expedient,  with 
which  the  reader  will  be  made  acquainted  in 
due  time  ;  and,  in  consequence  of  my  deter- 
mination, became  less  uneasy  and  disturbed. 

My  business  being  finished,  and  the  ship 
ready  to  sail,  I  resolved  to  make  my  last  ap- 
pearance among  my  acquaintance  at  the 
other  end  of  the  town,  where  I  had  not  been 
seen  since  my  imprisonment ;  and  as  I  had, 
by  the  advice  of  my  uncle,  taken  off  some 
very  rich  clothes  for  sale,  I  put  on  the  gayest 
suit  in  my  possession,  and  went  in  a  chair  to 
the  coffee-house  I  used  to  frequent,  where  I 
found  my  friend  Banter  so  confounded  at  the 
magnificence  of  my  dress,  that,  when  I  made 
up  to  him,  he  gazed  at  me  with  a  look'  of 
astonishment,  without  being  able  for  some 
minutes  to  open  his  lips,  then  pulling  me 
aside  by  the  sleeve,  and  fixing  his  eyes  on 
mine,  accosted  me  in  this  manner : — **  Ran- 
dom, where  the  devil  have  you  been  1  eh  !^^ 
What  is  the  meaning  of  all  this  finery  ?-- 
Oho !  I  understand  yon. — You  are  just  arri- 
ved fVom  the  country ! — what !  the  roads  are 
good,  eh  l»^Well,  Random,  you  are  a  bold 
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fellow,  and  a  lucky  fellow ! — but  take  care,  t 
the  pitcher  goes  oAen  to  the  well,  but  is 
broken  at  la^t."  So  saying  he  pointed  to  his 
collar;  by  which  gesture,  and  the  broken 
hints  he  had  ejaculated,  I  found  he  suspected 
me  of  having  robbed  on  the  highway  ;  and  I 
laughed  very  heartily  at  his  supposition. 
Without  explaining  myself  any  further,  I  told 
him  he  was  mistaken  in  bis  conjecture ;  that 
I  had  been  for  some  time  past  with  the  rela- 
tion of  whom  he  had  frequently  heard  me 
speak ;  and  that,  as  I  should  set  out  next 
day  upon  my  travels,  I  had  come  to  take  ray 
leave  of  my  friends,  and  to  receive  of  him 
the  money  he  had  borrowed  from  me,  which, 
now  that  I  was  going  abroad,  I  should  cer- 
tainly  have  occasion  for.  He  was  a  little 
disconcerted  at  tliis  demand  ;  but,  recollect, 
ing  himself  in  a  moment,  swore,  in  an  af- 
fected passion,  that  I  had  used  him  extreme- 
ly ill,  and  he  would  never  forgive  me,  for 
having,  by  this  short  warning,  put  it  out  of 
his  power  to  free  himself  of  an  obligation  he 
could  no  longer  bear.  I  could  not  help  smi- 
ling at  this  pretended  delicacy,  which  I  com- 
mended highly,  telling  him  he  needed  not  to 
be  uneasy  on  that  score,  for  I  would  give 
him  a  direction  to  a  merchant  in  the  city, 
with  whom  I  would  leave  a  discharge  for  the 
sum,  to  be  delivered  upon  payment.  He 
professed  much  joy  at  this  expedient,  and, 
with  great  eagerness,  asked  the  person's 
name  and  place  of  abode,  which  he  forthwith 
wrote  in  his  pocket  book,  assurin?  me  that 
he  should  not  be  lonff  in  my  debt.  This 
afl&ir,  whicJi  I  knew  he  would  never  after 
think  of,  being  settled  to  his  satisfaction, 
I  sent  cards  to  all  my  friends,  desiring  the 
favour  of  their  company  at  a  tavern  in  the 
evening,  when  they  honoured  my  invitation, 
and  I  had  the  pleasure  of  treating  them  in  a 
very  elegant  manner,  at  which  they  express, 
ed  equal  admiration  and  applause.  Having 
enjoyed  ourselves  till  midnight,  I  took  my 
leave  of  them,  and  was  well  nigh  stifled  with 
caresses.  Next  day  T  set  out  with  Strap  in 
a  post-chaise  for  Gravesend,  where  we  went 
on  board,  and,  the  wind  serving,  weighed 
am^or  in  less  than  twelve  hours.  Wi£out 
meeting  with  any  accident,  we  reached  the 
Downs,  where  we  were  obliged  to  come  to 
an  anchor,  and  wait  for  an  easterly  wind  to 
cany  us  out  of  the  Channel. 


CHAPTER  LXV. 

/  tet  out  far  Su8sex~-€<m$ult  Mrs  Sage- 
Iff — aciieve  an  interview  with  Narcissa—' 
return  to  the  ship — we  get  clear  of  the 
Channel — /  learn  our  destination — we 
are  chased  by  a  large  ship—the  company 
are  dismayedf  and  encouraged  by  the 
eapUMs  speech— ^our  pursuer  happens 
to  be  an  English  man  of  war — we  arrive 
mt  the  coast  of  Guinea — purchase  four 


hundred  negroes,  sail  for  Paraguay,  get 
safe  into  the  river  of  Plate,  and  s^l  our 
cargo  to  great  advantage. 

It  was  now  I  put  in  execution  the  scheme  I 
had  projected  at  London ;  and  asking  leave 
of  the  captain  for  Strap  and  me  to  stay  on 
shore  till  the  wind  should  become  favourable, 
my  request  was  granted,  because  he  had 
orders  to  remain  in  the  Downs  until  he 
should  receive  some  dispatches  from  London, 
which  he  did  not  expect  in  less  than  a  week. 
Having  imparted  ray  resolution  to  my  trusty 
valet,  who  (though  he  endeavoured  to  4]is- 
suede  me  from  such  a  rash  uodertaking) 
would  not  quit  me  in  the  enterprise,  I  hired 
horses,  and  set  out  immediately  for  that  part 
of  Sussex  where  my  charmer  was  confined, 
which  was  not  ahove  thirty  miles  distant 
from  Deal,  where  we  mounted.  As  I  wl« 
perfectly  well  acquainted  with  the  extent  of 
the  squire's  estate  and  influence,  J  halted 
within  five  miles  of  his  house,  where  we 
remained  till  the  twilight,  at  which  time  we 
set  forward,  and,  by  the  favour  of  a  dark 
night,  reached  a  copse  about  half  a  mile  from 
the  village  where  Mrs  Sagely  lived.  Here 
we  left  our  horses  tied  to  a  tree,  and  went 
directly  to  the  house  of  my  old  benefactress. 
Strap  trembling  all  the  way,  and  vejtfing  eja- 
culatory  petitions  to  Heaven  for  d^l  safety. 
Her  habitation  being  quite  solitary,  we  arriv- 
ed at  the  door  without  being  observed,  when 
1  ordered  my  companion  to  enter  by  himself, 
and,  in  case  there  should  be  company  with 
her,  deliver  a  letter  which  I  had  written  for 
that  purpose,  and  say  that  a  friend  of  hers  in 
London,  understanding  that  he  intended  to 
travel  this  road,  had  committed  it  to  his  care. 
He  rapped  at  the  door,  to  which  the  ^ood 
old  matron  coming,  told  him,  that,  being  a 
lone  woman,  he  must  excuse  her,  if  she  did 
not  open  it,  until  he  had  declared  his  name 
and  business.  He  answered,  that  his  name 
was  unknown  to  her,  and  that  his  business 
was  to  deliver  a  letter,  which  (to  free  her 
from  all  apprehension)  he  would  convey  to 
her  through  the  space  between  the  door  and 
threshold.  This  he  instantly  performed :  and 
she  no  sooner  read  the  contents,  which  spe- 
cified my  being  present,  than  she  cried, — 
"  If  the  person  who  wrote  this  letter  be  ai 
hand,  let  him  speak,  that  I  may  be  assured 
by  his  voice  whether  or  not  I  may  safely 
admit  him."  I  forthwith  applied  my  mouth 
to  the  keyhole,  and  pronounced, — "Dear 
mother,  you  need  not  be  afraid,  it  is  I,  so 
much  inaebted  to  your  goodness,  who  now 
crave  admittance."  She  knew  my  voice, 
and  opening  the  door  immediately,  received 
me  with  a  truly  maternal  affection,  manifest- 
ing, by  the  tears  she  let  fall,  her  concern  lest 
I  should  be  discovered,  for  she  had  been 
informed  of  every  thinff  that  had  happened 
between  Narcissa  and  me  from  the  dear 
captive's  own  mouth.    When  I  explained 
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the  motive  of  my  journey,  which  waa  no 
other  than  a  desire  of  seeing  the  object  of 
my  love  before  I  should  quit  the  kingdom, 
that  I  miffht  in  person  convince  her  of  the 
necessity  1  was  under  to  leave  her,  reconcile 
her  to  that  event,  bv  describing  the  advan- 
tages that  in  all  probability  would  attend  it, 
repeat  my  vows  of  eternal  constancy,  and 
enjoy  the  melancholy  pleasure  of  a  tender 
embrace  at  parting.  I  bi^,  when  I  had  thus 
signified  my  intention,  Mrs  Sagely  told  me 
tluit  Narcissa,  upon  her  return  from  Bath, 
had  been  so  strictly  watched,  that  nobody 
bt4  one  or  two  of  the  servants,  devoted  to 
her  brother,  was  admitted  to  her  presence ; 
that  afterwards  she  had  been  a  little  enlarged, 
and  was  permitted  to  see  company ;  during 
which  indulgence,  she  had  been  several  times 
ajt  the  cottage ;  but  of  late  she  had  been  be- 
trayed by  one  of  the  servants,  who  discovered 
to  the  squire,  that  he  had  once  carried  a  letter 
from  her  to  the  post-house,  directed  to  me ; 
upon  which  information  she  was  now  more 
confined  than  ever,  and  that  I  could  have  no 
chance  of  seeing  her,  unless  I  would  run  the 
risk  of  getting  into  the  garden,  where  she 
and  her  maid  were  every  day  allowed  to  take 
the  air,  and  lie  hid  until  I  should  have  an 
opportunitv  of  speaking  to  them — an  adven- 
ture  attended  with  such  danger,  that  no  man 
in  his  Ught  wits  would  attempt  it.  This 
enterprise,  hazardous  as  it  was,  I  resolved 
to  perform,  in  spite  of  all  the  arguments  of 
Mrs  Sagely,  who  reasoned,  chid,  and  en- 
treated by  turns ;  and  the  tears  and  prayers 
of  Strap,  who  conjured  me,  on  his  knees,  to 
have  more  regard  to  myself  as  well  as  to 
him,  than  to  attempt  my  own  destruction  in 
such  a  precipitate  manner.  I  was  deaf  to 
every  thing  but  the  suggestions  of  my  love ; 
and  ordering  him  to  return  immediately  with 
the  horses  to  the  inn  from  whence  we  set 
out,  and  wait  for  my  coming  in  that  place, 
he  at  first  peremptorily  refused  to  leave  me, 
until  I  persuaded  him,  that  if  our  horses 
should  remain  where  thev  were  till  daylight, 
they  would  certainly  be  discovered,  and  the 
whole  country  alarmed.  On  this  considera- 
tion he  took  his  leave  in  a  sorrowful  plight, 
kissed  my  hand,  and,  weeping,  cried, — "  God 
knows  if  ever  I  shall  see  you  again."  My 
kind  landlady,  finding  me  obstinate,  gave  me 
her  best  advice  how  to  behave  in  the  execu- 
tion of  my  project;  and  after  having  per- 
suaded me  to  take  a  little  refreshment,  ac- 
commodated me  with  a  bed,  and  left  me  to 
my  repose. 

Early  in  the  morning  I  arose,  and,  armed 
with  a  couple  of  loaded  pistols  and  a  hanger, 
went  to  the  back  part  of  the  squire *s  garden, 
climbed  over  the  wall,  and,  according  to 
Mrs  Sagely's  direction,  concealed  myself  in 
a  thicket,  hard  by  an  alcove  that  terminated 
a  walk  at  a  good  distance  fi*om  the  house, 
which  (I  was  told)  my  mistress  mostly  fre- 
quented.  Here  I  absconded  flrom  five  o'clock 


in  the  morning  to  six  in  the  evening,  without 
seeing  a  human  creature ;  at  last  I  perceiv- 
ed two  women  approaching,  whom,  by  my 
throbbing  heart,  I  soon  recognized  to  be  the 
adorable  Narcissa  and  Miss  Williams.  I 
felt  the  strongest  agitation  of  soul  at  the 
sight ;  and  ^essitg  that  they  would  repose 
themselves  in  the  alcove,  stepped  into  it 
unperceived,  and  laid  upon  the  stone  table  a 
picture  of  myself  in  miniature,  for  which  I 
had  sat  in  London,  purposing  to  leave  it  with 
Narcissa  before  I  should  go  abroad.  I  ex- 
posed it  in  this  manner,  as  an  introduction 
to  my  own  appearance,  which,  without  some 
previous  intimation,  I  was  afraid  might  have 
an  unlucky  efiTect  upon  the  deUcate  nerves 
of  my  fair  enslaver ;  and  then  withdrew  into 
the  thicket,  where  I  could  hear  their  die- 
course,  and  suit  myself  to  the  circumstances 
of  the  occasion.  As  they  advanced,  I  ob- 
served an  air  of  melancholy  in  the  counte- 
nance  of  Narcissa,  blended  with  such  un- 
speakable sweetness,  that  I  could  scarce 
refrain  from  flying  into  her  arms,  and  kissing 
away  the  pearly  drop  that  stood  collected  in 
each  bewitching  eye.  According  to  my  ex- 
pectation, she  entered  the  alcove,  and,  per- ' 
ceiving  something  on  the  tahle,  took  it  up. 
No  sooner  did  she  cast  her  eye  upon  the 
features,  than,  startled  at  the  resemblance, 
she  cried, —  "  Good  God !"  and  the  roses 
instantly  vanished  from  her  cheeks.  Her 
confidant,  alarmed  at  this  exclamation,  look- 
ed at  the  picture,  and,  struck  with  the  like- 
ness, exclaimed, — <*  O  Jesus  !  the  very  fea- 
tures of  Mr  Random !"  Narcissa,  having 
recollected  herself  a  little,  said, — **  What- 
ever angel  brought  it  hither  as  a  comfort  to 
roe  in  my  affliction,  I  am  thankfiil  for  the 
benefit,  and  will  preserve  it  as  the  dearest 
object  of  my  care."  So  saying,  she  kissed 
it  with  surprising  ardour,  shed  a  flood  of 
tears,  and  then  deposited  the  lifeless  image 
in  her  lovely  bosom.  Transported  at  these 
symptoms  of  her  unaltered  affection,  I  was 
about  to  throw  myself  at  her  feet,  when  Miss 
Williams,  whose  reflection  was  less  engaged 
than  that  of  her  mistress,  observed  that  the 
picture  could  not  transport  itself  hither,  and 
that  she  could  not  help  thinking  I  was  not 
far  off.  The  gentle  Narcissa,  starting  at  this 
conjecture,  answered, — **  Heaven  forbid !  for, 
although  nothing  in  the  universe  could  3rield 
me  satisfastion  equal  to  that  of  his  presence 
for  one  poor  moihent,  in  a  proper  place,  I 
would  rather  forfeit  his  company — almost  for 
ever,  than  to  see  him  here,  where  his  life 
would  be  exposed  to  so  much  danger."  I 
could  no  longer  restrain  the  impulse  of  my 
passion,  but,  breaking  from  my  concealment, 
stood  before  her,  when  she  uttered  a  fearful 
shriek,  and  fainted  in  the  arms  of  her  com- 
panion. I  flew  towards  the  treasure  of  my 
soul,  clasped  her  in  my  embrace,  and,  with 
the  warmth  of  my  kisses,  brought  her  again 
to  life.    Oh  that  I  were  endowed  with  the 
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expression  of  &  Raphael,  the  graces  of  a 
Guido,  the  magic  touches  of  a  Titian,  that  I 
might  represent  the  fond  concern,  the  chast- 
ened rapture  and  ingenuous  blush,  that  min- 
gled on  her  beauteous  face,  when  she  opened 
her  eyes  upon  me,  and  pronounced, — *<0 
heavens !  is  it  you !" 

I  am  afraid  I  have  already  encroached 
upon  the  reader's  patience  with  the  particu- 
lars of  this  amour,  on  which  (I  own)  I  can- 
not help  being  impertinently  circumstantial. 
I  shall  therefore  oiftit  the  less  material  pass- 
a|res  oY  this  interview,  during  which  I  con- 
vinced her  reason,  though  I  could  not  ap- 
pease the  sad  presages  of  her  love,  with 
regard  to  the  long  voyage  and  dangers  I 
must  undergo.  When  we  nad  spent  an  hour 
(which  was  all  she  could  spare  nrom  the  bar- 
barity of  her  brother's  vigilance)  in  lament- 
ing over  our  hard  fate,  and  in  repeating  our 
reciprocal  vows.  Miss  Williams  reminded  us 
of  the  necessity  there  was  for  our  immediate 
parting ;  and,  sure,  lovers  never  parted  with 
such  sorrow  and  reluctance  as  we.  But  be- 
cause my  words  are  incapable  of  doing  justice 
to  this  affecting  circumstance,  I  am  obliged 
to  draw  a  veil  over  it,  and  observe,  that  I 
returned  in  the  dark  to  the  liouse  of  Mrs 
Sagely,  who  was  overjoyed  to  hear  of  my 
success,  and  opposed  the  tumults  of  my  grief 
with  such  strength  of  reofon,  that  my  mind 
regained  in  some  measure  its  tranquillity ; 
and,  that  very  night,  after  having  forced  upon 
the  good  gentlewoman  a  p^rse  of  twenty 
guineas,  as  a  token  of  my  gratitude  and 
esteem,  I  took  my  leave  of  her,  and  set  out 
on  foot  for  the  inn,  where  my  arrival  freed 
honest  Strap  from  the  horrors  of  unutterable 
dread.  We  took  horse  immediately,  and 
aliffhted  early  next  morning  at  Deal,  where 
I  found  my  uncle  in  great  concern  on  account 
of  my  absence,  because  he  had  received  his 
despatches,  and  must  have  weighed  with  the 
first  fair  wind,  whether  I  had  been  on  board 
or  not.  Next  day,  a  brisk  easterly  gale 
sprinepng  up,  we  set  sail,  and  in  eight  and 
fortv  Hours  got  clear  of  the  Channel. 

When  we  were  about  two  hundred  leagues 
to  westward  of  the  Land's  end,  the  captain 
taking  me  apart  into  the  cabin,  told  me  that, 
now  he  was  permitted  by  his  instructions, 
he  would  disclose  the  intent  and  destination 
of  our  voyage.  «*  The  ship,"  said  he,  •*  which 
has  been  fitted  out  at  a  great  expense,  is 
bound  for  the  coast  of  Guinea,  where  we  shall 
exchange  part  of  our  cargo  for  slaves  and 
gold  dust ;  firom  thence  we  will  transport  our 
negroes  to  Buenos  Ayres  in  New  Spain, 
where  (by  virtue  of  passports  obtained  from 
our  own  court  and  that  of  Madrid)  we  will 
dispose  of  them  and  the  goods  that  remain 
£rn  board  for  silver,  by  means  of  our  super- 
cargo, who  is  perfectly  well  acquainted  with 
the  coast,  the  lingo,  and  inhabitants. "  Being 
thus  let  into  the  secret  of  our  expedition,  I 
borrowed  of  the  supercargo  a  Spanish  gram- 


mar, dictionary,  and  some  other  books  of  the 
same  language,  which  I  studied  with  such 
application,  uiat,  before  we  arrived  in  New 
Spain,  I  could  maintain  a  conversation  with 
him  in  that  tongue.    Being  arrived  in  the 
warm  latitudes,  f  ordered  (with  the  captain's 
consent)  the  whole  ship's  company  to  be 
blooded,  and  purged,  mvself  unilergoing  the 
same  ev&cuation,  in  order  to  prevent  those 
dangerous  fevers  to  which  northern  consti- 
tutions are  subject  in  hot  climates;  and  T 
have  reason  to  believe  th&t  this  precaution 
was  not  unserviceable,  for  we  lost  but  one 
sailor  during  our  whole  passage  to  the  coy  t. 
One  day,  when  we  had  l^en  about  Ive 
weeks  at  sea,  we  descried  to  windward  & 
lar£;e  ship  bearing  down  upon  us  with  all  the 
sail  she  could  carry.    Upon  which  my  uncle 
ordered  the  studding-sails  to  be  hoisted,  and 
the  ship  to  be  cleared  for  engaging ;  but, 
finding  that  (to  use  the  seaman's  phrase)  we 
were  very  much  wronged  by  the  ship  which 
had  us  in  chase,  and  wnich  by  this  time  had 
hoisted  French  colours,  he  commanded  the 
studding-sails  to  be  taken  in,  the  courses  to 
be  clewed  up,  the  main-topsail  to  be  backed, 
the  tompions  to  be  taken  out  of  the  guns, 
and  every  man  to  repair  to  his  quarters. 
While  every  body  was  busied  in  the  perform- 
ance of  these  orders,  Strap  came  upon  the 
quarter-deck,  trembling  and  lookingpghast, 
and,  with  a  voice  half  suppressecKv  fear, 
asked  if  I  thought  we  were  a  match  tor  the 
vessel  in  pursuit  of  us.     Observing  his  con- 
sternation, I  said,  *<  What !  are  you  afraid. 
Strap  J"    "  Afraid !"  he  replied ;  "  n-n-no ; 
what  should  I  be  afraid  of?    I  thank  God  I 
have  a  clear  conscience :  but  I  believe  it  will 
be  a  bloody  battle,  and  I  wish  you  may  not 
have  occasion  for  another  hand  to  assist  you 
in  the  cockpit."     I  immediately  perceived 
his  drift,  and,  making  the  captain  acquainted 
with  his  situation^  desired  he  might  be  sta- 
tioned below  with  me  and  m^  mates.     My 
uncle,  incensed  at  his  pusillanimity,  bade  me 
send  him  down  instantly,  that  his  fear  migiit 
not  infect  the  ship's  company ;  whereupon,  I 
told  the  poor  steward  that  I  had  begged  him 
for  my  assistant,  and  desired  him  to  go  down 
and  help  my  mates  to  eel  ready  the  instru- 
ments and  dressings.     Notwithstanding  the 
satisfaction  he  must  have  felt  at  these  tidmgs, 
he  affected  a  shyness  of  quitting  the  upper 
deck  ;  and  said,  tie  hoped  I  did  not  imagine 
he  was  afraid  to  do  his  duty  above  board ; 
for  he  believed  himself  as  well  prepared  for 
death  as  any  man  in  the  ship,  no  diFparage- 
ment  to  me  or  the  captain.    I  was  dis^sted 
at  his  affectation,  and,  in  order  to  punish  his 
hvpocrisjr,  assured  him  he  might  take  his 
choice  either  of  going  down  to  the  cockpit 
with  me,  or  of  staying  upon  deck  during  the 
engagement.    Alarmed  at  this  indifference, 
he  replied,   "  Well,  to  oblige  you,  I'U  go 
down,  but  remember  it  is  more  for  your  sake 
than  my  own."    So  saying,  he  disappeared 
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in  a  twinklmg,  without  Wftiting  for  an  an- 
swer. 

By  this  time  we  could  obeerve  two  tier  of 
guns  in  the  ship  which  pursued  us,  and 
which  was  now  but  two  short  miles  astern. 
This  discovery  had  an  evident  effect  upon 
the  sailors,  who  did  not  scruple  to  say,  that 
we  should  be  torn  to  pieces,  and  blown  out 
of  the  water ;  and  that,  if  in  case  anv  of  them 
should  lose  their  precious  limbs,  they  must 

'  go  a  begging  for  life,  for  there  was  no  pro- 
vision made  by  the  merchants  for  those  poor 
souls  who  are  maimed  in  their  service.  The 
captain,  understanding  this  backwardness', 
oHered  the  crew  abaft,  and  spoke  to  them 
thus :  *^My  lads,  I  am  told  you  hang  an  a — se. 
I  have  gone  to  sea  thirty  years,  a  man  and  a 

'  boy,  and  never  saw  English  sailors  afraid 
before.  Mayhap  you  may  think  I  want  to 
expose  you  for  the  lucre  of  gain.  Whoso- 
ever thinks  so,  thinks  a  d — ^ned  lie,  for  my 
whole  cargo  is  insured ;  so  that,  in  case  I 
should  be  taken,  my  loss  would  not  be  great. 
The  enemy  is  stronger  than  we,  to  be  sure. 
What  then  1  have  we  not  a  chance  for  carry- 
ing away  otie  of  her  masts,  and  so  get  clear 
ofner  1  If  we  find  her  too  hard  for  us,  'tis 
but  striking  at  last.  If  any  man  is  hurt  in 
the  engagement,  I  promise,  on  the  word  of 
an  honest  seaman,  to  make  him  a  recom- 
pense ^cordinff  to  his  loss.  So  now,  you 
that  OB  lazy,  lubberly,  cowardly  dogs,  get 
away  and  skulk  in  the  hold  and  bread-room ; 
and  you  that  are  jolly  boys,  stand  by  me, 
and  let  us  give  one  broadside  for  the  honour 
of  Old  England."  This  eloquent  harangue 
was  so  weu  adapted  to  the  disposition  of  nis 
hearers,  that  one  and  all  of  them,  pulling  off 
their  hats,  waved  them  over  their  heads,  and 
saluted  him  with  three  cheers ;  upon  which 
he  sent  his  boy  for  two  large  case-bottles  of 
brandy,  and,  having  treatea  every  man  with 
a  dram,  they  repaired  to  their  quarters,  and 
waited  impatiently  for  the  word  of  command. 
I  must  do  my  uncle  the  justice  to  say,  that, 
in  the  whole  of  his  disposition,  he  behaved 
with  the  utmost  intrepidity,  conduct,  and 
deliberation.  The  enemy  being  very  near, 
he  ordered  me  to  my  station,  and  was  just 

{^oing  to  give  the  word  for  hoisting  the  co- 
ours,  ana  firing,  when  the  supposed  French- 
man hauled  down  his  white  pennant,  jack, 
and  ensiffn,  hoisted  English  ones,  and  fired 
a  gun  a-head  of  us.  This  was  a  joyful  event 
to  Captain  fiowling,  who  immediately  showed 
his  colours,  and  fired  a  gun  to  leeward ;  upon 
which  the  other  ship  ran  along-side  of  us, 
hailed  him,  and,  giving  him  to  know  that  she 
was  an  English  man-of-war  of  forty  guns, 
ordered  him  to  hobt  out  his  boat  and  come 
on  board.  This  command  he  obeyed  with 
the  more  alacrity,  because  upon  inquiry  he 
found  that  she  was  commanded  by  an  old 
messmate  of  his,  who  was  overjoyed  to  see 
him,  detained  him  to  dinner,  and  sent  his 
barge  for  the  supercargo  and  me,  who  were 


very  much  caressed  on  his  account.  As  this 
commander  was  destined  to  cruise  upon  the 
French  in  the  latitude  of  Martinico,  his  stem 
and  quarters  were  adorned  with  white 
fiowers-de-lis,  and  the  whole  shell  of  the 
ship  so  much  disguised  for  a  decoy  to  the 
enemy,  that  it  wap  no  wonder  my  uncle  did 
not  know  her,  although  he  had  sailed  on 
board  of  her  many  years.  We  kept  com* 
pany  with  her  four  days,  during  which  time 
the  captains  were  never  asunder,  and  then 
parted,  our  course  ]ying.different  from  hers. 

In  less  than  a  fortnight  afler  our  repara- 
tion, we  made  the  land  of  Guinea,  near  the 
mouth  of  the  river  Gambia  ;  and  tradinsp 
along  the  coast  as  far  to  the  southward  of 
the  line  as  Angola  and  Bengula,  in  less  than 
six  months  disposed  of  the  greatest  part  of 
our  cargo,  and  purchased  four  hundred  rib- 
groes,  my  adventure  having  been  laid  out  izi 
gold  dust. 

Our  compliment  being  made  up,  we  took 
our  departure  from  Cape  Negro,  and  arrived 
in  the  Rio  de  la  Plata  in  six  weeks,  having 
met  with  nothing  remarkable  in  our  voya^, 
except  an  epidemic  fever,  not  unlike  the  jail 
distemper,  which  broke  out  among  our  slaves, 
and  carried  off  a  good  many  of  the  ship's 
company ;  among  whom  I  lost  one  of  my 
mates,  and  poor  Strap  had  well  nigh  given 
up  the  ghost.  Haying  produced  our  passport 
to  the  Spanish  governor,  we  were  received 
with  great  courtesy,  sold  our  slaves  in  a 
very  kw  days»  and  could  have  put  off  five 
times  the  number  at  our  own  price  ;  though 
we  were  obliged  to  smuggle  the  rest  of  our 
merchandise,  consisting  of  European  bale- 
goods,  which,  however,  we  made  shift  to  dis- 
pose of  at  a  great  advantage. 


CHAPTER  LXVI. 

I  am  invited  to  the  vUla  of  a  Spanish  dorit 
where  we  meet  with  an  English  gentle* 
man,  and  make  a  very  interesting  dis* 
covery — we  leave  Buenos  Ayres,  and 
arrive  at  Jamaica. 

Our  ship  being  freed  firom  the  disagreeable 
lading  of  negroes,  to  whom  indeed  I  had 
been  a  miserable  slave  since  our  leaving  the 
coast  of  Guinea,  I  began  to  enjoy  myself, 
and  breathe  with  pleasure  the  pure  air  of 
Paraguay,  this  part  of  which  is  reckoned  the 
Montpelier  of  South  America,  and  has  ob- 
tainea,  on  account  of  its  climate,  the  name 
of  Buenos  Ayres.  It  was  in  tUs  delicious 
place  that  I  gave  myself  entirely  up  to  the 
thoughts  of  my  dear  Narcissa,  whose  image 
still  kept  possession  of  my  bf^ast,  and  whose 
charms,  enhanced  by  absence,  appeared  to 
my  imagination,  if  possible,  more  engaging 
than  ever !  I  calculated  the  profits  of  my 
voyage,  which  even  exceeded  my  expecta- 
tion ;  resolved  to  purchase  a  handsome  sine- 
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cure  upon  my  arrival  in  England,  and,  if  I 
should  find  the  squire  as  averse  to  me  as  ever, 
many  his  sister  oy  stealth ;  and  in  case  our 
fiunily  should  increase,  rely  upon  the  gene- 
rosity of  my  uncle,  who  v^as  by  this  time 
wortn  a  considerable  sum. 

While  I  amused  myself  with  these  agree- 
able projects,  and  the  transporting  hopes  of 
enjoying  Narcissa,  we  were  very  much  ca- 
ressed by  the  Spanish  gentlemen,  who  fre- 
quently  formed  parties  of  pleasure  for  our 
entertainment,  in  which  we  made  excursions 
a  ffood  way  into  the  country.  Among  those 
who  signalized  themselves  by  their  civility 
to  us,  mere  was  one  Don  Antonio  de  Ribera, 
a  very  polite  young  gentleman,  with  whom 
I  had  contracted  an  intimate  firiendship,  who 
ii\^ited  us  one  day  to  his  country  house,  and, 
as  a  further  inducement  to  our  compliance, 
promised  to  procure  for  us  the  company  of 
an  English  signer,  who  had  been  settled  in 
those  parts  many  years,  and  acquired  the 
love  and  esteem  of  the  whole  province  by 
his  affability,  good  sense,  and  honourable 
behaviour. 

We  accepted  his  invitation,  and  set  out 
for  his  villa,  where  we  had  not  been  longer 
than  an  hour,  when  the  person  arrived,  in 
whose  favour  I  had  been  so  much  prepos- 
sessed. He  was  a  tall  man,  remarkably  well 
shaped,  of  a  fine  mien  and  appearance,  com- 
manding respect,  and  seemed  to  be  turned 
of  forty ;  the  features  of  his  face  were  sad- 
dened with  a  reserve  arid  gravity,  which  in 
other  countries  would  have  oeen  th'ought  the 
effect  of  melanoholy ;  but  here  appeared  to 
have  been  contracted  by  his  commerce  with 
the  Spaniards,  who  are  remarkable  for  that 
severity  of  countenance.  Understanding 
from  Don  Antonio  that  we  were  his  country- 
men, he  saluted  us  all  round  very  complai- 
santJy,  and,  fixing  his  eyes  very  attentively 
on  me,  uttered  a  deep  sigh.  I  had  been 
struck  with  a  profound  veneration  for  him  at 
his  first  commg  into  the  room ;  and  no 
sooner  observed  this  expression  of  his  sorrow 
directed,  as  it  were,  in  a  particular  manner 
to  me,  than  my  heart  took  part  in  his  grief; 
I  sympathized  involuntarily,  and  sighed  in 
my  turn.  Having  asked  leave  of  our  enter- 
tamer,  he  accosted  us  in  English,  professed 
his  satisfaction  at  seeing  so  many  of  his 
countrymen  in  such  a  remote  place,  and 
asked  the  captain,  who  went  by  the  name  of 
Signer  Thoma,  from  what  part  of  Britain  he 
haxi  sailed,  and  whither  he  was  bound.  My 
uncle  told  him  that  we  had  sailed  from  the 
river  Tham^,  and  were  bound  to  the  same 
place  by  the  way  of  Jamaica,  where  we  in- 
tended to  take  Jn  a  Jading  of  sugar. 

Having  satisned  himself  in  these  and  other 
particulars  about  the  state  of  the  war,  he 
gave  us  to  understand,  that  he  had  a  longing, 
desire  to  revisit  his  native  country,  in  con- 
seouence  of  which  he  had  already  transmitted 
to  jBuroffe  the  greatest  part  of  his  fortune  in  I 


neutral  bottoms,  and  would  willingly  embark 
the  rest  of  it  with  himself  in  our  ship,  pro- 
vided the  captain  had  no  objection  to  such  a 
passenger.  My  uncle  very  prudently  replied, 
that  for  his  part  he  should  be  very  glad  of 
his  company,  if  he  could  procure  the  consent 
of.  the  governor,  without  which  he  durst  not 
admit  Um  on  board,  whatever  inclination  he 
had  to  oblige  him.  The  gentleman  approved^ 
of  his  discretion,  and,  telling  him  that  there 
would  be  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  the  con- 
nivance of  the  governor,  who  was  his  good 
friend,  shifted  we  conversation  to  another 
subject. 

I  was  overjoyed  to  hear  his  intention,  and 
already  interested  myself  so  much  in  his  fii-^ 
vour,  that,  had  he  been  disappointed,  I  should 
have  been  very  unhappy.  In  the  course  of 
our  entertainment,  he  eyed  me  with  uncom- 
mon attachment :  I  felt  a  surprising  attraction 
towards  him :  when  he  spoke,  I  listened  with 
attention  and  reverence ;  the  dignity  of  his 
deportment  filled  me  with  affection  and  awe  ; 
and  in  short  the  emotions  of  my  soul,  in 
presence  of  this  stranger,  were  strong  and 
unaccountable. 

Having  spent  the  best  part  of  the  day  with 
us,  he  took  his  leave,  telling  Captain  Thomay 
that  he  should  hear  fi-om  bun  in  a  short  time. 
He  was  no  sooner  gone  than  I  asked  a  thou- 
sand questions  about  him  of  Don  ^tonio, 
who  could  give  me  no  other  satisfacAn  than 
that  his  name  was  Don  Rodri^,  that  he  had 
lived  fifteen  or  sixteen  years  m  these  parts, 
was  reputed  rich,  and  supposed  to  have  been 
unfortunate  in  his  younger  years,  because  he 
was  observed  to  nourish  a  pensive  melan- 
choly, even  from  the  time  of  his  first  settle- 
ment among  them ;  but  that  nobody  had  ven- 
tured to  inquire  into  the  cause  of  his  sorrow, 
in  consideration  of  his  peace,  which  might 
suffer  in  the  recapitulation  of  his  misfortunes. 

I  was  seized  with  an  irresistible  desire  of 
knowing  the  particulars  of  his  fiite,  and  en- 
joyed not  one  hour  of  repose  during  the 
whole  night,  by  reason  of  the  eager  concep- 
tions  that  inspired  me  with  regard*  to  his 
story,  which  I  resolved  (if  possible)  to  learn. 
Next  morning,  while  we  were  at  breakfast, 
three  mules  richly  comparisoned  arrived  with 
a  message  from  Don  Rodrigo,  desiring  our 
company,  and  that  of  Don  Antonio,  at  his 
house,  which  was  situated  about  ten  miles 
further  up  in  the  country.  I  was  pleased 
with  this  invitation,  in  consequence  of  which 
we  mounted  the  mules  which  he  had  provided 
for  us,  and  alighted  at  his  house  before  noon. 
Here  we  were  splendidly  entertained  by  the 
generous  stranger,  who  still  seemed  to  show 
a  particular  regard  for  me,  and  after  dinner 
made  me  a  present  of  a  ring  set  with  a  beau- 
tiful  amethyst,  the  production  of  that  coun- 
try, saying,  at  the  same  time,  that  he  was 
once  blessed  with  a  son,  who,  had  he  lived, 
would  have  been  nearly  of  my  age.  This 
observation,  delivered  with  a  profound  sigh. 
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made  my  heart  throb  with  violence ;  a  crowd 
of  confused  ideas  rushed  upon  my  imagina- 
tion, which,  while  I  endeavoured  to  unravel, 
my  uncle,  perceiving  my  absence  of  thought, 
and  tapping  me  on  the  shoulder  said,  *<  Oons, 
are  you  asleep,  Rory  ?"  Before  I  had  time 
to  reply,  Don  Kodrigo,  with  uncommon  eager- 
.  ness  of  voice  and  look,  pronounced,  **  Pray, 
captain,  what  is  the  young  gentleman's 
name  1"  *<  His  name,"  said  my  uncle,  *'  is 
Roderick  Random."  *'  Gracious  powers  I" 
cried  the  stran^r,  starting  up — **and  his 
mother's?"  *'Hi8  mother,"  answered  the 
captain  amazed,  <*was  called  Charlotte  Bow- 
.Ung."  **  O  bounteous  heaven !"  exclaimeci 
Don  Rodrigo,  springing  across  the  table,  and 
clasping  me  in  Lis  arms,  "  my  son !  my  son  ! 
have  I  found  thee  again  ?  do  I  hold  thee  in 
xnr  embrace,  after  having  lost  and  despaired 
orseeing  thee  so  long?"  So  saying,  he  fell 
upon  my  neck,  and  wept  aloud  for  joy ;  while 
the  power  of  nature  operating  stronglv  in  my 
breast,  I  was  lost  in  rapture,  and  while  he 
pressed  me  to  his  heart,  let  fall  a  shower  of 
tears  into  his  bosom.  His  utterance  was 
choked  up  a  good  while  by  the  agitation  of 
his  soul ;  at  length  he  broke  out  into,  **  Mys- 
terious  Providence !  O  my  dear  Charlotte, 
there  yet  remains  a  pledge  of  our  love !  and 
such  a  pledge ! — so  round  !  O  infinite  good- 
ness,  l«t  me  adore  thy  all  wise  decrees!" 
Having  thus  expressed  himself,  he  kneeled 
upon  the  floor,  lifUid  up  his  eyes  and  hands 
to  heaven^  and  remained  some  minutes  in  a 
silent  ecstasy  of  devotion.  I  put  myself  in 
the  same  posture,  adored  the  all  good  Dis- 
poser in  a  prayer  of  mental  thanksgiving ; 
and,  when  his  ejaculation  was  ended,  did 
homage  to  my  father,  and  craved  his  pater- 
nal blessing.  He  hugged  me  again  with 
unutterable  fondness,  and,  having  implored 
the  protection  of  heaven  upon  my  head, 
raised  me  from  the  ground,  and  presented 
me  as  his  son  to  the  company,  who  wept  in 
concert  over  this  affecting  scene.  Among 
the  rest,  my  uncle  did  not  fail  to  discover  the 
goodness  and  joy  of  his  heart.  Albeit,  unused 
to  the  melting  mood,  he  blubbered  with  great 
tenderness,  and  wringring  my  father's  hand, 
cried,  '*  Brother  Ranoom,  I'm  rejoiced  to  see 
you — God  be  praised  for  this  happy  meeting !" 
Don  Rodrigo,  understanding  that  he  was  liis 
brother-in-ktw,  embraced  him  affectionately, 
saying,  **  Are  you  my  Charlotte's  brother  ? 
Alas !  unhappy  Charlotte  !  but  why  should  I 
repine  ?  we  shall  meet  again,  never  more  to 
part !  Brother,  you  are  truly  welcome.  Dear 
son,  I  am  transported  with  unspeakable  joy  ! 
This  day  is  a  jubilee — my  friends  and  servants 
shall  share  my  satisfaction." 

While  he  despatched  messengers  to  the 
gentlemen  in  the  neighbourhood,  to  announce 
this  event,  and  gave  orders  for  a  grand  en- 
tertainment, I  was  so  much  affected  with  the 
tumults  of  passion,  which  assailed  me  on 
this  great,  sudden,  and  unexpected  occasion, 


that  I  fell  sick,  fevered,  and  in  less  than  three 
hours  became  quite  delirious;  so  that  the 
preparations  were  countermanded,  and  the 
ioy  of  the  family  converted  into  grief  and 
despair.  Physicians  were  instantly  cdled,  I 
was  plentifully  blooded  in  the  foot,  my  lower 
extretmities  were  bathed  in  a  decoction  of 
salutiferous  herbs  :  in  ten  hours  after  I  was 
I  taken  ill,  I  enjoyed  a  critical  sweat,  and  next 
day  felt  no  remains  of  the  distemper,  but  an 
agreeable  lassitude,  which  did  not  hinder  me 
from  getting  up.  During  the  pro^ss  of 
this  fever,  whicn,  from  the  term  of  its  dura- 
tion, is  called  ephemera,  my  father  never 
once  quitted  my  bedside,  but  administered 
the  prescriptions  of  the  physicians  with  the 
most  pious  care;  while  Captain  Bowling 
manifested  his  concern  by  the  like  attendance. 
I  no  sooner  found  myself  delivered  from  the 
disease,  than  I  bethought  myself  of  my  honest 
fnend  Strap ;  and  resolving  to  make  him 
happy  forthwith  in  the  knowledge  of  my 

fiod  fortune,  told  my  father,  in  general,  that 
had  been  infinitely  obliged  to  this  faithful 
adherent,  and  begged  he  would  indulge  me 
so  fiir  as  to  send  tor  him,  without  letting  him 
know  my  happiness,  until  he  could  receive  an 
account  of  it  from  my  own  mouth. 

My  request  was  instantly  complied  with, 
and  a  messenger  with  a  spare  mule  des- 
patched to  the  ship,  carrying  orders  from  the 
captain  to  the  mate,  to  send  the  steward  by 
the  bearer.  My  health  being,  in  the  mean 
time,  re-established,  and  my  mind  composed, 
I  began  to  relish  this  important  turn  of  my 
fortune,  in  reflecting  upon  the  advantages 
with  which  it  must  be  attended ;  Und,  as  the 
idea  of  my  lovely  Narcissa  always  joined 
itself  to  every  scene  of  happiness  I  could 
imagine,  I  entertained  myself  now  with  the 
prospect  of  possessing  her  in  that  distin- 
fifuished  sphere  to  which  she  was  entitled  by 
her  birth  and  qualifications.  Having  often 
mentioned  her  name  while  I  was  deprived 
of  my  senses,  my  father  gnessed  that  there 
was  an  intimate  connexion  between  us,  and 
discovering  the  picture  that  hung  in  my  bo- 
som by  a  riband,  did  not  doubt  that  it  was 
the  resemblance  of  my  amiable  mistress.  In 
this  belief  he  was  confirmed  by  my  uncle, 
who  told  him  that  it  was  the  picture  of  a 
young  woman,  to  whom  I  was  under  promise 
of  marri^e.  Alarmed  at  this  piece  of  infor- 
mation, Don  Rodrigo  took  the  first  opportu- 
nity of  questioning  me  about  the  particulars 
of  this  affair,  which  when  I  had  candidly 
accounted,  he  approved  of  my  passion,  and 
promised  to  contribute  all  in  his  power  to- 
wards its  success.  Though  I  never  doubted 
his  generosity,  I  was  traiuiported  on  this 
occasion,  and,  throwing  myself  at  his  feet, 
told  him  he  had  now  completed  my  happi- 
ness, for,  without  the  possession  of  Narcissa, 
I  should  be  miserable  among  all  the  pleasures 
of  life.  He  raised  me  with  a  smile  of  pater- 
nal fondness ;  said,  he  knew  what  it  was  to 
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be  in  love;  and  observed,  that,  if  he  had 
bisen  aa  tenderly  beloved  by  his  father  as  I 
waa  by  mine,  he  should  not  now  perhaps  have 

*  cause here  he  was  interrupted  by  a  sigh, 

the  tear  rushed  into  his  eye,  he  suppressed 
the  dictates  of  his  grief,  and,  the  time  being 
opportune,  desired  me  to  relate  the  passages 
oi  my  life,  which  my  uncle  had  told  him  were 
manifold  and  surprising.  I  recounted  the 
most  material  circumstances  of  my  fortune, 
to  which  he  listened  with  wonder  and  atten- 
tion, manifesting  from  time  to  time  those 
different  emotions  which  my  different  situ- 
ations may  be  supposed  to  have  raised  in  a 
parent's  breast ;  and,  when  my  detail  was 
ended,  blessed  God  for  the  adversity  I  had 
undergone,  which,  he  said,  enlarged  the  un- 
derstanding,  improved  the  heart,  steeled  the 
constitution,  and  qualified  a  young  man  for 
all  the  duties  and  enjoyments  of  life  much 
better  than  any  education  which  afQuence 
could  bestow. 

When  I  had  thus  satisfied  his  curiosity,  I 
discovered  an  inclination  to  hear  the  parti- 
culars of  his  story,  which  he  gratified  by  be- 
ginning with  his  marriage,  and  proceeded  to 
the  day  of  his  disappearing,  as  I  have  related 
in  the  first  part  of  my  memoirs.  *'  Careless 
of  life,"  continued  he,  "  and  unable  to  live  in 
a  place  where  every  object  recalled  the  mem- 
ory of  my  dear  Charlotte,  whom  I  had  lost 
through  the  barbarity  of  an  unnatural  parent, 
I  took  my  leave  of  you,  my  child,  then  an 
infiittt,  with  a  heart  full  of  unutterable  wo, 
but  little  suspecting  that  my  father's  unkind- 
ness  would  have  descended  to  my  innocent 
orphan  ;  and,  setting  out  alone  at  midnight 
for  the  nearest  seaport,  early  next  mornmg 
got  on  board  a  ship,  bound,  as  I  had  heard, 
S>r  France ;  and,  bargaining  with  the  master 
for  my  passage,  bade  a  long  adieu  to  my 
native  country,  and  put  to  sea  with  the  first 
fair  wind.  The  place  of  our  destination  was 
Granville,  but  we  had  the  misfortune  to  run 
upon  a  ridge  of  rocks  near  the  island  of  Al- 
derney,  ciuled  the  Caskets,  where,  the  sea 
running  high,  the  ship  went  to  pieces,  the 
boat  sunk  uongside,  and  every  sou!  on  board 
perished,  except  myself,  who,  by  the  assist- 
ance of  a  grating,  got  on  the  coast  of  Nor- 
mandy. I  went  directly  to  Caen,  where  I 
was  so  lucky  as  to  meet  with  a  count,  whom 
I  had  fqrmerly  known  in  my  travels :  with 
this  gentleman  I  set  out  for  Paris,  where  I 
was  recommended  by  him  and  other  friends 
as  tutor  to  a  young  nobleman,  whom  I  ac- 
companied toiba  court  of  Spain.  There  we 
remained  a  whole  year,  at  the  end  of  which, 
my  pupil  being  recalled  by  his  father,  I  quit- 
ted my  office,  an^stayed  behind,  by  the  advice 
of  a  certain  Spanish  grandee,  who  took  me 
into  his  protection,  and  introduced  me  to 
another  nobleman,  who  was  afterwards  ere- 
ated  viceroy  of  Peru.  He  insisted  upon 
my  attending  him  to  his  government  in  the 
Indies,  where,  however,  by  reason  of  my 
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religion,  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  make  my 
fortune  any  other  way  than  by  encouraging 
me  to  trade,  which  I  had  not  long  prosecuted 
when  my  patron  died,  and  I  found  myself  in 
the  midst  of  strangers,  without  one  friend  to 
support  or  protect  me.  Urged  by  this  con- 
sideration, I  sold  my  effects,  and  removed  to 
this  country,  the  governor  of  which,  having 
been  appointed  by  the  viceroy,  was  my  inti- 
mate acquaintance.  Here  has  heaven  pros- 
pered my  endeavours  during  a.  residence  of 
sixteen  years,  in  which  my  tranquillity  was 
never  invaded  but  by  the  remembrance  of 
your  mother,  whose  death  I  have  in  secret 
mourned  without  ceasing,  and  the  reflection 
of  vou,  whose  fate  I  could  never  learn,  not- 
withstanding all  my  inquiries  by  means  of 
my  friends  in  France,  who,  after  the  most 
strict  examination,  could  give  me  no  other 
account  than  that  you  went  abroad  six  years 
ago,  and  was  never  after  heard  of.  I  could 
not  rest  satisfied  with  this  imperfect  infor- 
mation, and,  though  my  hope  of  finding  you 
was  but  languid,  resolved  to  go  in  quest  of 
you  in  person ;  for  which  purpose  I  hQ,ve  re- 
mitted to  Holland  the  value  of  twenty  thou- 
sand pounds,  and  am  in  possession  of  fifteen 
thousand  more,  with*  which  I  intended  to 
embark  myself  on  board  of  Captain  Bowling, 
before  I  discovered  this  amazing  stroke  of 
Providence,  which,  you  may  be  sure,  has  not 
altered  my  intention." 

My  father,  having  entdttained  us^with  this 
agreeable  sketch  of  nis  life,  withdrew  in'order 
to  relieve  Don  Antonio,  who,  in  his  absence, 
had  done  the  honours  #f  his  house :  and  I 
was  just  dressed  for  my  appearance  among 
the  guests,  when  Strap  arrived  from  the  ship. 

He  no  sooner  entered  the  grand  apartment 
in  which  I  was,  and  saw  the  magnificence  of 
my  apparel,  than  his  speech  was  lost  in 
amazement,  and  he  gaped  in  silence  at  the 
objects  that  surrounded  him.  I  took  hira  by 
the  hand,  observed  that  I  had  sent  for  him  to 
be  a  witness  and  sharer  of  my  happiness,  and 
told  him  I  had  found  a  father.  At  these 
words  he  started,  and,  after  having  continued 
some  minutes  with  his  mouth  and  eyes  wide 
open,  cried,  '*  Ah  !— odd,  I  know  what  !-^ 
go  thy  ways,   poor  Narcissa,  and  go  thy 

ways,  somebody  else — well Lord,  what 

a  thing  is  love !  God  help  us  !  are  all  our 
mad  pranks  and  protestations  come  to  this  ? 
and  have  you  fixed  your  habitation  in  this 
distant  land  ?  God  prosper  you — I  find  we 
must  part  at  last — ^for  I  would  not  leave  my 
poor  carcass  so  far  from  my  native  home  for 
all  the  wealth  of  the  universe  !"  With  these 
Mculations,  he  began  to  sob  and  make  wry 
faces ;  upon  which  I  assured  him  of  his  mis- 
take, both  in  regard  to  Narcissa  and  my 
staying  in  Paraguay,  and  informed  him  as 
briefly  as  I  could  of  the  great  event  that  had 
happened.  Never  was  rapture  more  ludi- 
crously expressed  than  in  the  behaviour  of 
this  worthy  creature,  who  cried,  iaughedi 
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whistled,  sung,  and  danced »  all  in  a  breath. 
His  transport  was  scarce  over,  when  my 
father  entered,  who  no  sooner  understood 
that  this  was  Strap,  than  he  took  him  by  the 
hand,  sajring,  **  Is  this  the  honest  man  who 
befriended  you  so  much  in  your  distress? 
You  are  welcome  to  my  house,  and  I  will 
soon  put  it  in  the  power  of  my  son  to  reward 
you  for  your  good  offices  in  his  behalf;  in 
the  mean  time  go  with  us,  and  partake  of 
the  repast  that  is  provided."  Strap,  wild  as 
he  was  with  jov,  would  by  no  means  accept 
of  the  proffered  honour,  crying,  ••  God  forbid ! 
I  know  my  distance — ^your  worship  shall  ex- 
cuse me."  And  Don  Rodrigo,  finding  his 
modesty  invincible,  recommended  him  to  his 
major-domo,  to  be  treated  with  the  utmost 
respect ;  while  he  carried  me  into  a  large 
saloon,  where  I  was  presented  to  a  numerous 
company,  who  loaded  me  with  compliments 
and  caresses,  and  congratulated  my  father  in 
terms  not  proper  for  me  to  repeat. 

Without  specifying  the  particulars  of  our 
entertainment,  let  it  suffice  to  say,  it  was 
at  the  same  time  elegant  and  sumptuous, 
and  the  rejoicings  lasted  two  days:  afler 
which  Don  Rodrigo  settled  his  affairs,  con- 
verted his  effects  into  silver  and  gold, 
risited  and  took  leave  of  all  his  friends,  who 
were  ipieved  at  his  departure,  and  honoured 
me  with  considerable  presents ;  and  coming 
on  board  of  my  uncle's  ship,  with  the  first 
iair  wind  we  sailed  from  the  Rio  de  la  Plata, 
and  in  two  months  came  safe  to  an  anchor 
in  the  harbour  of 'Kingston,  in  the  island 
of  Jamaica. 


CHAPTER  LXVIL 

/  visit  my  old  friend  Thomson — we  set  sail 
for  Europe — meet  with  on  odd  adventure 
^'-arrive  in  England — /  ride  across  the 
country  from  Portsmouth  to  Sussex — 
converse  with  Mrs  Sagely,  who  informs 
me  of  Narcissa*s  being  in  London — in 
consequence  of  this  intelligence  I  pro- 
ceed to  Canterbury — meet  with  my  old 
friend  Morgan — arrive  at  London — visit 
Narcissa — introduce  my  father  to  her — 
he  is  charmed  with  her  good  sense  and 
beauty — we  come  to  a  extermination  of 
demanding  her  brother's  consent  to  our 
marriage, 

I  INQUIRED,  as  soon  as  I  sot  ashore,  about 
my  generous  companion  Mr  Thomson ;  and 
hearing  that  he  lived  in  a  flourishing  condi- 
tion upon  the  estate  left  him  by  his  wife's 
father,  who  had  been  dead  some  years,  I  took 
horse  immediately,  with  the  consent  of  Don 
Rodrigo,  who  had  heard  me  mention  him 
with  great  regard,  and  in  a  few  hours  reached 
the  place  of  his  habitation. 

I  should  much  wrong  the  delicacy  of  Mr 
Thomson's  sentiments,  to  say  barely  he  was 


glad  to  see  me;  he  felt  all  that  the  most 
sensible  and  disinterested  friendship  could 
feel  on  this  occasion ;  introduced  me  to  his 
wife,  a  very  amiable  young  lady,  who  had 
already  blessed  him  with  two  fine  children ; 
and,  being  as  yet  ignorant  of  my  circum- 
stances, frankly  offered  me  the  assistance  of 
his  purse  and  interest.     I  thanked  him  for 
his  generous  intention,  and  made  him  ac- 
quainted with  my  situation,  on  which  he 
congratulated  me  with  great  joy,  and,  after 
I  had  stayed  with  him  a  whole  day  and  night, 
accompanied  me  back  to  Kingston,  to  wait 
upon  my  father,  whom  he  invited  to  his 
house.     Don  Rodrigo  complied  with  his  re- 
quest, and,  having  hecn  handsomely  enter- 
tained during  the  space  of  a  week,  returned, 
extremely  well  satisfied  with  the  behaviour 
of  my  friend  and  his  lady,  to  whom,  at  part- 
ing, he  presented  a  very  valuable  diamond 
ring,  as  a  token  of  his  esteem.     During  the 
course  of  my  conversation  with  Mr  Thomson, 
he  gave  me  to  understand,  that  his  and  my 
old  commander.  Captain  Oakum,  was  dead 
some  months ;  and  that,  immediately  after 
his  death,  a  discovery  had  been  made  of  some 
valuable  effects  that  he  had  feloniously  se- 
creted out  of  a  prize,  by  the  assistance  of 
Dr  Mackshane,  who  was  now  actually  in 
prison  on  that  account,  and,  being  destitute 
of  friends,  subsisted  solely  on  the  charity  of 
my  fViend,  whose  bounty  he  had  implored  in 
the  most  abject  manner,  after  having  been 
the  barbarous  occasion  of  driving  him  to  that 
terrible  extremity  on  board  of  the  Thunder, 
which  we  have  formerly  related.     Whatso- 
ever this  wretch  might  have  been  guilty  of, 
I  applauded  Mr  Thomson's  generosity  to- 
wards him  in  his  distress,  which  wrought  so 
much  upon  me  also,  that  I  sent  him  ten 
pistoles,  in  such  a  private  manner  that  he 
could  never  know  his  benefactor. 

While  my  father  and  I  were  caressed 
among  the  gentlemen  on  shore,  Captain 
Bowling  had  written  to  his  owners  by  the 
packet,  which  sailed  a  few  days  after  our 
arrival,  signifying  his  prosperous  voya^ 
hitherto,  and  desiring  them  to  insure  his 
ship  and  cargo  homeward-bound ;  after  which 
precaution  he  applied  himself  so  heartily  to 
the  task  of  loading  his  ship,  that,  with  the 
assistance  of  Mr  Thomson,  she  was  full  in 
less  than  six  weeks.  This  kind  gentleman 
likewise  procured  for  Don  Rodriffo  bills  upon 
London  for  the  greatest  part  of  his  gold  and 
silver,  by  which  means  it  was  secured  against 
the  risk  of  the  seas  and  the  enemy;  and- 
befbfe  we  sailed,  supplied  us  with  such  ^^^^ 
quantities  of  all  kinds  of  stock,  that  not  only 
we,  but  the  ship's  company,  fared  sumptu- 
ously during  the  voyage. 

Every  thing  being  ready,  we  took  our  leave 
of  our  kind  entertainers,  and,  going  on  board 
at  Port  Royal,  set  sail  for  England  on  the 
first  day  of  June.  We  beat  up  to  windward, 
with  fine  easy  weather ;  and  one  night,  believ- 
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ing  ourselves  near  Cape  Tiberoon,  lay  too, 
with  an  intention  to  wood  and  water  next 
morning  in  the  bay.  While  we  remained  in 
this  situation,  a  eailor,  having  drank  more 
new  rum  than  he  could  carry,  staggered 
overboard,  and,  notwithstanding  aJl  the  means 
that  could  be  used  to  preserve  him,  went  to 
the  bottom  and  disappeared.  About  two 
hours  after  this  melancholy  accident  hap- 
pened, as  I  enjoyed  the  cool  air  on  the 
quarter  deck,  I  heard  a  voice  rising,  as  it 
were,  out  of  the  sea,  and  calling, — *'  ho,  the 
ship,  ahoy !"  Upon  which  one  of  the  men 
upon  the  forecastle  cried, — **  Fll  be  damn'd 
if  that  an't  Jack  Marlinspike,  who  went  over- 
board !'*  Not  a  little  surprised  at  this  event, 
I  jumped  into  the  boat  that  lay  along-side, 
with  the  second  mate  and  four  men,  and, 
rowing  towards  the  place  from  whence  the 
voice  Twhich  repeated  the  hail)  seemed  to 
proceed,  we  perceived  something  floating 
upon  the  water ;  when  we  had  rowed  a  little 
farther,  we  discerned  it  to  be  a  man  riding 
upon  a  hencoop,  who,  seeing  us  approach, 
pronounced  with  a  hoarse  voice, — '*damn 
your  bloods  !  why  did  you  not  answer  when 
I  hailed  ?"  Our  mate,  who  was  a  veritable 
seaman,  hearing  this  salute,  said, — "  By  G — , 
my  lads,  this  is  none  of  our  man :  this  is  the 
devil — pull  away  for  the  ship."  The  fellows 
obeyed  his  command,  without  question,  and 
were  already  some  fathoms  on  our  return, 
when  I  insisted  on  their  taking  up  the  poor 
creature,  and  prevailed  upon  them  to  go  back 
to  the  wreck,  which  when  we  came  near  the 
second  time,  and  signified  our  intention,  we 
received  an  answer  of^— "Avast,  avast, — what 
ship,  brother  ?"  Being  satisfied  in  this  par- 
ticular, he  cried, — **  Damn  the  ship !  I  was  in 
hopes  it  had  been  my  own — where  are  you 
bound  V*  We  satisfied  his  curiosity  in  this 
particular  too :  upon  which  he  suffered  him- 
self to  be  taken  on  board,  and  after  having 
been  comforted  with  a  dram,  told  us  he  be- 
longed to  the  Vesuvio  man  of  war,  upon  a 
cruise  oflT  the  island  of  Hispaniola ;  that  he 
had  fallen  overboard  about  four-and-twenty 
hours  ago,  and  the  ship  being  under  sail, 
they  did  not  choose  to  brin?  too,  but  tossed 
a  hencoop  overboard  for  his  convenience, 
upon  which  he  was  in  good  hopes  of  reach- 
ing the  cape  next  morning ;  howsomever,  he 
was  as  well  content  to  be  aboard  of  us,  be- 
cause he  did  not  doubt  that  we  should  meet 
his  ship ;  and,  if  he  had  gone  ashore  in  the 
bay,  he  might  have  been  taken  prisoner  by 
the  French.  My  uncle  and  father  were  very 
much  diverted  with  the  account ofthis  fellow's 
imconcemed  behaviour;  and,  in  two  days, 
meeting  with  the  Vesuvio,  as  he  expected, 
sent  him  on  board  of  her,  according  to  his 
desire. 

Having  beat  up  successfully  the  windward 
passage,  we  stretched  to  the  northward,  and, 
falling  in  with  a  westerly  wind,  in  eight 
weeks  arrived  in  sonndings,  and  in  two  days 


after  made  the  Lizard.  It  is  impossible  to 
express  the  joy  I  felt  at  the  sight  of  English 
ground.  Don  Rodrigo  was  not  unmoved, 
and  Strap  shed  tears  of  gladness.  The  sail- 
ors profited  by  our  satisfaction,  the  shoe  that 
was  nailed  to  the  mast  being  quite  filled  with 
our  liberality.  My  uncle  resolved  to  run  up 
mto  the  Downs  at  once ;  but  the  wind  shift- 
ing when  we  were  abreast  of  the  isle  of 
Wight,  he  was  obliged  to  turn  into  St  He- 
len's, and  come  to  Spithead,  to  the  great 
mortification  of  the  crew,  thirty  of  whom 
were  immediately  pressed  on  board  of  a  man 
of  war. 

My  father  and  I  went  ashore  immediately 
at  Portsmouth,  leaving  Strap  with  the  captain 
to  go  round  with  the  ship  and  take  care  of  < 
our  effects ;  and  I  discovered  so  much  impa- 
tience to  see  my  charming  Narcissa,  that  my 
father  permitted  me  to  ride  across  the  coun- 
try to  her  brother's  house,  while  he  should 
hire  a  post-chaise  for  London,  where  he 
would  wait  for  me  at  a  place  to  which  I  di- 
rected him. 

Fired  with  all  the  eagerness  of  passion,  I 
took  post  that  veiy  night,  and  in  tne  morn- 
ing reached  an  inn,  about  three  miles  from 
the  squire's  habitation;  where  I  remained 
till  evening,  allaying  the  torture  of  my  im- 
patience with  the  rapturous  hope  of  seeing 
that  divine  creature,  after  an  absence  of 
eighteen  months,  which,  far  from  impairing, 
hul  raised  my  love  to  the  most  exalted  pitch. 
Neither  were  my  reflections  free  from  appre- 
hensions, that  sometimes  intervened  in  spite 
of  all  my  hope,  and  represented  her  as  hav- 
ing yielded  to  the  importunity  of  her  brother, 
and  blessed  the  arms  of  a  happy  rival.  My 
thoughts  were  even  maddened  with  the  fear 
of  her  death ;  and  when  I  arrived  in  the  dark 
at  the  house  of  Mrs  Sagely,  I  had  not  for 
some  time  courage  to  desire  admittance,  lest 
my  soul  should  be  shocked  with  dismal  ti- 
dings.  At  length,  however,  I  knocked,  and 
no  sooner  certified  the  good  gentlewoman  of 
my  voice,  than  she  opened  the  door,  and  re- 
ceived me  with  a  most  aflfectionate  embrace, 
that  brought  tears  into  her  aged  eyes.  **  For 
heaven's  sake !  dear  mother,"  cried  I,  "tell 
me  how  is  Narcissa?  is  she  the  same  that  I 
left  her  ?"  She  blessed  my  ears  with  saying, 
— "  she  is  as  beautiful,  in  as  good  health,  aijd 
as  much  yours  as  ever."  Transported  at  this 
assurance,  I  begged  to  know  if  I  could  not 
see  her  that  very  niffht;  when  this  sa^ 
matron  gave  me  to  understand  that  my  mis- 
tress was  in  London,  and  that  things  were 
strangely  altered  in  the  squire's  house  since 
my  departure ;  that  he  had  been  married  a 
wqole  year  to  Melinda,  who  at  first'  found 
means  to  wean  his  attention  so  much  from 
^•lrcissa,  that  he  became  quite  careless  ot 
that  lovely  sister,  comforting  himself  with 
the  clause  in  his  father's  wiU,  by  which  she 
would  forfeit  her  fortune  by  manning  without 
his  consent ;  that  my  mistress,  being  but  in* 
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differently  treated  by  her  sister-in-law,  had 
made  use  of  her  freedom  some  months  ago, 
and  gone  to  town,  where  she  was  lodging 
with  Miss  Williams,  in  expectation  of  my 
arrival;  and  had  been  pestered  with  the 
addresses  of  Lord  Quiverwit,  who,  finding 
her  heart  engaged,  had  fallen  upon  a  great 
many  shifls  to  persuade  her  that  I  was  dead  ; 
but  nnding  all  his  artifices  unsuccessful,  and 
despairing  of  gaining  her  affection,  he  had 
consoled  himself  for  her  indifference  by 
marrying  another  lady  some  weeks  ago,  who 
had  already  lefl  him  on  account  of  some 
fkmily  uneasiness.  Besides  this  interesting 
information,  she  told  me,  that  there  was  not 
a  ffreat  deal  of  harmony  between  Melinda 
'and  the  squire,  who  was  so  much  disgusted 
at  the  number  of  gallants  who  continued  to 
hover  about  her  even  after  marriage,  that  he 
had  hurried  her  down  into  the  country  much 
against  her  own  inclination,  where  their  mu- 
tual  animosities  had  arisen  to  such  a  height, 
that  they  preserved  no  decency  before  com- 
pany or  servants,  but  abused  one  another  in 
the  grossest  terms. 

This  good  old  gentlewoman,  to  ^ve  me  a 
convincing  proof  of  my  dear  Narcissa's  un- 
alterable  love,  gratified  me  with  a  si^ht  of 
the  last  letter  she  had  favoured  her  with,  in 
which  I  was  mentioned  with  so  much  honour, 
tenderness  and  concern,  that  my  soul  was 
fired  with  impatience,  and  I  determined  to 
ride  all  night,  that  I  might  have  it  the  sooner 
in  my  power  to  make  her  happy.  Mrs 
Sagely  perceiving  my  eagerness,  and  her 
maternal  affection  being  equally  divided  be- 
tween Narcissa  and  me,  begged  leave  to 
remind  me  of  the  sentiments  with  which  I 
went  abroad,  that  would  not  permit  me  for 
any  selfish  gratification  to  prejudice  the  for- 
tune of  that  amiable  young  lady,  who  must 
entirolv  depend  upon  me,  after  having  be- 
stowed herself  in  marriage.  I  thanked  her 
for  her  kind  concern,  and  as  briefly  as 
possible  described  mv  flourishing  situation, 
which  afforded  this  humane  person  infinite 
wonder  and  satisfaction.  I  told  her,  that, 
now  I  had  an  opportunity  to  manifest  my 
gratitude  for  the  obligations  I  owed,  I  would 
endeavour  to  make  her  old  age  comfortable 
and  easy;  as  a  step  to  which,  I  proposed  8l:.e 
should  come  and  live  with  Narcissa  and  me. 
This  venerable  gentlewoman  was  so  much 
afllbcted  with  my  words,  that  the  tears  ran 
down  her  ancient  cheeks ;  she  thanked  hea- 
ven that  I  had  not  belied  the  presses  she 
had  made  on  her  first  acquaintance  with  me ; 
acknowledging  my  generosity,  as  she  called 
it,  in  the  most  elegant  and  pathetic  express- 
ions ;  but  declinea  my  proposal,  on  account 
of  her  attachment  to  the  dear  melancholy 
cottage  where  she  had  so  peacefully  con- 
•omed  her  solitary  widowhood.  Finding  her 
immovable  on  this  subject,  I  insisted  on  her 
accepting  a  present  of  thirty  guineas,  and 
took  my  leave,  resolving  to  accommodate 


her  with  the  same  som  annually,  for  the 
more  comfortable  support  of  the  infirmities 
of  old  age. 

Having  rode  all  night,  I  foand  myself  at 
Canterbury  in  the  morning,  where  I  uighted 
to  procure  fresh  horses;  and,  as  I  walked 
into  the  inn,  perceived  an  apothecary's  shop 
on  the  other  side  of  the  street,  with  the 
name  of  Morgan  over  the  door.  Alarmed 
at  this  discovery,  I  could  not  help  thinking 
that  my  old  messmate  had  settled  in  this 
place ;  and,  upon  inquiry,  found  my  conjec- 
ture true,  and  that  he  was  married  lately 
to  a  widow  in  that  city,  by  whom  he  had 
got  three  thousand  pounds.  Rejoiced  at 
this  intelligence,  I  went  to  his  shop  as  soon 
as  it  was  open,  and  found  my  fifiend  be- 
hind the  counter,  busy  in  preparing  a  glys- 
ter.  I  saluted  him  at  entrance  with — 
"  Your  servant,  Mr  Morgan."  Upon  which 
he  looked  at  me,  and  replying, — *<Your 
most  humble  servant,  goot  sir,"  rubbed  his 
ingredients  in  the  mortar,  without  any  emo- 
tion. *•  What !"  said  I,  •*  Morgan,  have 
you  forgot  your  old  messmate  1"  At  these 
words,  lie  looked  up  again,  and  starting, 
cried,—"  As  Cot  is  my— sure  it  cannot^ 
yes,  by  my  salfation,  I  pelieve  it  is  my 
dear  friend  Mr  Rantom."  He  was  no 
sooner  convinced  of  my  identity,  than  he 
threw  down  the  pestle,  overset  the  mor- 
tar, and,  jumping  over  the  board,  swept  up 
the  contents  with  his  clothes,  flew  about 
my  neck,  hugged  me  affectionately,  and 
daubed  me  all  over  with  turpentine  and 
the  yolk  of  eggs,  which  he  had  beenr  mix- 
ing when  I  came  in.  Our  mutual  con- 
gratulations being  over,  he  told  me,  that 
he  found  himself  a  widower  upon  his  re- 
turn fVom  the  West  Indies :  that  he  had 
got  interest  to  be  appointed  surgeon  of  a 
man  of  war,  in  which  capacity  he  had 
served  some  years,  until  he  married  an  apo- 
thecary's widow,  with  whom  he  now  en- 
joyed a  pretty  good  sum  of  money,  peace 
and  quiet,  and  an  indifferent  good  trade. 
He  was  very  desirous  of  hearing  my  ad- 
ventures, which  I  assured  him  I  had  not 
time  to  relate,  but  told  him  in  general,  my 
circumstances  were  very  good,  and  that  I 
hoped  to  see  him  when  I  should  not  be 
in  such  a  hurry  as  at  present.  He  insist- 
ed, however,  on  my  staying  breakfast,  and 
introduced  me  to  his  wifb,  who  seemed  to 
be  a  decent,  sensible  woman,  pretty  well 
stricken  in  years.  In  the  course  of  our 
conversation,  he  showed  the  rieeve  buttons 
I  had  exchanged  with  him  at  our  parting 
in  the  West  Indies,  and  was  not  a  little 
proud  to  see  that  I  had  preserved  his  with 
the  same  care.  When  i  informed  him  of 
Mackshane's  condition,  he  seemed  at  first 
to  exult  over  his  distress,  but,  after  a  little 
recollection,  said, — "  well,  he  has  paid  fbr 
his  malice ;  I  fbigiie  him,  and  may  Cot  fbr- 
gif^  him  likewise."     He  expressed  great 
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concern  for  the  soul  of  Captain  Oakum, 
which  he  believed  was  now  gashing  its 
teeth  ;  but  it  was  some  time  before  I  could 
convince  him  of  Thomson's  being  alive,  at 
whose  ffood  fortune,  neverthelessy  he  was 
extremely  glad. 

Having  renewed  our  protestations  of 
friendship,  I  bade  the  honest  Welchman  and 
his  spouse  farewell,  and  taking  post  horses, 
arrived  at  London  that  same  night,  where 
I  found  my  father  in  good  health,  to  whom 
I  imparted  what  I  had  learned  of  Narcissa. 
This  indulgent  parent  approved  of  my  inten- 
tion  of  marrying  her,  even  without  a  for- 
tune, provided  her  brother's*  consent  could 
not  be  obtained ;  promised  to  make  over  to 
me  in  a  few  days  a  sufficiency  to  maintain 
her  in  a  fashionable  manner ;  and  expressed 
a  desire  of  seeing  this  amiable  creature,  who 
had  captivated  me  so  much. 

As  I  had  not  slept  the  night  before,  and 
was  besides  fatigued  with  my  journey,  I 
found  myself  under  a  necessity  of  taking 
some  repose,  and  went  to  bed  accordingly ; 
next  morning,  about  ten  o'clock,  I  took  a 
chair,  and,  according  to  Mrs  Sagely 's  direc- 
tions, went  to  my  charmer's  lodgings,  and 
inquired  for  Miss  Williams.  I  had  not  waited 
in  the  parlour  longer  than  a  minute,  when 
this  young  woman  entered,  and  no  sooner 
perceived  me,  than  she  shrieked  and  ran 
backward;  but  I  got  between  her  and  the 
door,  and,  clasping  her  in  my  arms,  brought 
her  to  herself  with  an  embrace.  "  Good 
heaven !"  cried  she,  *<  Mr  Random,  is  it  you 
indeed!  my  mistress  will  run  distracted  with 
joy."  I  told  her,  it  was  from  an  apprehen- 
sion that  my  sudden  appearance  mignt  have 
some  bad  effect  on  my  dear  Narcissa,  that  I 
had  desired  to  see  her  first,  in  order  to  con- 
cert some  method  of  acquainting  her  mis- 
tress gradually  with  my  arrival.  She 
approved  of  my  conduct,  and,  after  having 
yielded  to  the  suggestions  of  her  own  friend- 
ship, in  asking  if  my  voyage  had  been  suc- 
cessful, charged  herself  with  that  office,  and 
left  me  glowing  with  desire  of  seeing  and 
embracing  the  d>ject  of  my  love.  In  a  very 
little  time  I  heard  somebody  coming  down 
stairs  in  haste,  and  the  voice  of  my  angel 
pronounce,  with  an  eager  tone,—"  O  hea- 
ven! is  it  possible!  where  is  he?"  How 
were  my  faculties  aroused  at  this  well-known 
sound !  and  how  was  my  soul  transported, 
when  she  broke  in  upon  my  view,  in  all  the 
bloom  of  ripened  beauty  !  Orace  was  in  ail 
her  steps,  heaven  in  her  eye,  in  every  ges* 
ture  dignity  and  /ove/— You  whose  souls 
are  susceptible  of  the  most  delicate  impress- 
ions, whose  tender  bosoms  have  felt  the 
Affecting  vicissitudes  of  love,  who  have  suf- 
fered an  absence  of  eighteen  long  months 
from  the  dear  object  of  ^our  hope,  and  found 
at  your  return  the  meltmg  fair,  as  kind  and 
M  constant  as  your  heart  could  wish,  do  me 
joitice  on  this  occasion,  and  conceive  what 


unutterable  rapture  possessed  us  both,  while 
we  flew  into  each  other's  arms  !  Thjs  was 
no  time  for  speech, — locked  in  a  mutual 
embrace,  we  continued  some  minutes  in  a 
silent  trance  of  joy. — When  I  thus  encircled 
all  that  my  soul  held  dear, — while  I  hung 
over  her  beauties, — beheld  her  eyes  sparkle, 
and  every  feature  flush  with  virtuous  fond- 
ness ;  when  I  saw  her  enchanting  bosom 
heave  with  undissembled  rapture,  and  knew 
myself  the  happy  cause — Heavens  !  what 
was  my  situation !  I  am  tempted  to  commit 
my  paper  to  the  flames,  and  to  renounce  my 
pen  for  ever,  because  its  most  ardent  and 
luck^  expression  so  poorly  describes  the 
emotions  of  my  soul.  "  O  adorable  Narcis- 
sa !"  cried  I,  "  O  miracle  of  beauty,  love, 
and  truth !  I  at  last  fold  thee  in  my  arms ! 
I  at  last  can  call  thee  mine !  No  jealous 
brother  shall  thwart  our  happiness  again ; 
fortune  hath  at  length  recompensed  me  for 
all  my  sufferings,  and  enabled  me  to  do  jus- 
tice to  my  love."  The  dear  creature  smiled 
ineffably  charming,  and,  with  a  look  of  be- 
witching tenderness,  said, — ^"  And  shall  we 
never  part  again  1"  "  Never !"  I  replied, 
*'  thou  wondrous  pattern  of  all  earthly  per- 
fection !  never,  until  death  shall  divide  us ! 
By  this  ambrosial  kiss,  a  thousand  times 
more  fragrant  than  the  breeze  that  sweeps 
the  orange  grove,  I  never  more  will  leave 
thee." 

As  my  first  transport  abated,  my  passion 
grew  turbulent  and  unruly.  I  was  giddy 
with  standing  on  the  brink  of  bliss,  and  all 
my  virtue  and  philosophy  were  scarce  suffi- 
cient to  restrain  the  inordinate  sallies  of  de- 
sire.  Narcissa  perceived  the  conflict  within 
me,  and,  with  her  usual  dignity  of  prudence, 
called  off  my  imagination  from  the  object  in 
view,  and,  with  ea^r  expressions  of  inter- 
ested curiosity,  desired  to  know  the  particu- 
lars  of  my  vo^a^.  In  this  I  ratified  her 
inclination,  bnnging  my  story  down  to  the 
present  hour.  She  was  infinitely  surprised 
at  the  circumstance  of  my  finding  mv  father, 
which  brought  tears  into  her  lovely  eyes. 
She  was  transported  at  hearing  that  he  ap- 
proved my  flame,  discovered  a  longing  desire 
of  being  introduced  to  him,  congratulated 
herself  and  me  upon  my  good  fortune,  and 
observed  that  this  great  and  unexpected 
stroke  of  fate  seemed  to  have  been  brought 
about  by  the  immediate  direction  of  Provi- 
dence. Having  entertained  ourselves  some 
hours  with  the  genuine  effusions  of  our  souls, 
I  obtained  her  consent  to  complete  my  hap- 
piness as  soon  as  my  father  should  judge  it 
proper,  and  applying  with  my  own  tiands  a 
valuable  necklace,  composed  of  diamonds 
and  amethysts  set  alternately,  which  an  old 
Spanish  lady  at  Paraguay  had  presented  me 
with,  I  took  my  leave,  promising  to  return 
in  the  afternoon  with  Don  Rodrigo.  When 
I  went  home,  this  generous  parent  inquired 
very  affectionately  about  the  health  of  my 
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dear  Narcissa,  to  whom  that  I  might  be  the 
more  agceeable,  he  put  into  my  hand  a  deed, 
by  whioh  I  found  myself  in  possession  of 
fifteen  thousand  pounds,  exclusive  of  the 
profits  of  my  own  merchandise,  which 
Bmounted  to  three  thousand  more.  After 
dinner  I  accompanied  him  to  the  lodging  of 
my  mistress,  who,  being  dressed  for  the  oc- 
casion, made  a  most  dazzling  appearance.  I 
could  perceive  him  struck  with  her  figure, 
which  I  really  think  was  the  most  beautiful 
that  ever  was  created  under  the  sun.  He 
embraced  her  tenderly,  and  told  her,  he  was 
proud  of  having  a  son  who  had  spirit  to  at- 
tempt, and  qualifications  to  engage  the  afiec- 
tions  of  sucn  a  fine  lady.  sTie  blushed  at 
this  compliment,  and  with  eyes  full  of  the 
softest  languishment  turned  upon  me,  said, 
she  should  have  been  unworthy  of  Mr  Ran- 
dom's attention,  had  she  been  blind  to  his 
extraordinary  merit.  I  made  no  other  an- 
swer than  a  low  bow.  My  father,  sighing, 
{>ronounced,— -**  Such  once  was  my  Char- 
otte !"  while  the  tear  rushed  into  his  eye, 
and  the  tender  heart  of  Narcissa  manifested 
itself  in  two  preciops  drops  of  sympathy, 
which,  but  for  his  presence,  I  would  have 
kissed  away.  Without  repeating  the  par- 
ticnlars  of  our  conversation,  I  shiul  only  ob- 
serve, that  Don  Rodrigo  was  as  much 
charmed  with  her  good  sense  as  with  her 
appearance;  and  she  was  no  less  pleased 
with  his  understanding  and  polite  address. 
It  was  detennined  that  he  should  write  to 
the  squire,  signifying  his  approbation  of  my 
passion  for  his  sister,  and  offering  a  settle- 
ment which  he  should  have  no  reason  to 
reject :  and  that,  if  he  should  refuse  the  pro- 
posal, we  would  crown  our  mutual  wishes 
without  any  fiuther  regard  to  his  will. 


CHAPTER  LXVIIL 

My  father  makes  a  present  to  NarcissO'^ 
the  letter  is  dispatched  to  her  brother^ 
I  appear  among  my  acqiMintance^'Ban- 
ters  behaviour — the  squire  refuses  his 
eonsent-^my  uncle  comes  to  town^-ap^ 
proves  of  my  choice — /  am  married — we 
meet  the  squire  and  his  lady  at  the  play 
^-our  acquaintance  is  courted* 

ArriB  havine  spent  the  evening  to  the  satis- 
faction of  all  present,  niy  fiither  addressed 
himself  thus  to  Narcissa, — '*  Madam,  give 
me  leave  to  consider  you  hereafl^er  as  my 
daughter,  in  which  capacity  I  insist  upon 
your  accepting  this  first  instance  of  my  pa- 
ternal duty  and  afiection."  With  these 
words  he  put  into  her  hand  a  bank-note  of 
X500,  which  she  no  sooner  examined,  than, 
with  a  low  courtesy  she  replied,—**  Dear  sir, 
thooffh  I  have  not  the  least  occasion  for  this 
supply,  I  have  too  great  a  veneration  for  yoi^ 
to  refuse  this  proof  of  your  generosity  and 


esteem,  which  I  the  more  freely  receive,  be* 
cause  I  already  look  upon  Mr  Random's 
interest  as  inseparably  connected  with  mine." 
He  was  extremely  well  pleased  with  her 
firank  and  ingenuous  reply ;  upon  which  we 
saluted,  and  wished  her  good  night.  The 
letter,  at  my  request,  was  dispatched  to  Sus- 
sex by  an  express,  and  in  the  mean  time, 
Don  Rodri^,  to  mce  my  nuptials,  hired  a 
readv  fiimished  house,  and  set  up  a  very 
handsome  equipage. 

Though  I  passed  the  greatest  part  of  the 
day  with  the  darling  of  my  soul,  I  found  lei- 
sure sometimes  to  be  amon^  my  former  ac- 
quaintance, wh«  were  astonished  at  the  mag- 
nificence of  my  appearance.  Banter,  in 
particular,  was  confounded  at  the  strange 
vicissitudes  of  my  fortune,  the  causes  uf 
which  he  endeavoured  in  vain  to  discover, 
until  I  thought  fit  to  disclose  the  whole  secret 
of  my  last  voyage,  partly  in  consideration 
of  our  former  intimacy,  and  partly  to  pre- 
vent unfavourable  conjectures,  whicn  he  and 
others,  in  all  probability,  would  have  made 
in  regard  to  my  circumstances.  He  pro- 
fessed great  satisfaction  at  this  piece  of 
news,  and  I  had  no  cause  to  believe  him  in- 
sincere, when  I  considered  that  he  would 
now  look  upon  himself  as  acquitted  of  the 
debt  he  owed  me,  and  at  the  same  time  flat- 
ter himself  with  hopes  of  borrowing  more. 
I  carried  him  home  to  dinner  with  me,  and 
my  father  liked  his  conversation  so  much, 
that,  upon  hearing  his  difficulties,  he  desired 
me  to  accommodate  him  for  the  present, 
and  inquire  if  he  would^  accept  of  a  com- 
mission in  the  army,  towards  the  purchase 
of  which  he  would  willingly  lend  him  money. 
Accordingly,  I  gave  my  friend  an  opportunity 
of  being  alone  with  me,  when,  as  I  expecteo, 
he  told  me  that  he  was  iust  on  the  point  of 
being  reconciled  to  an  old  rich  uncle,  whose 
heir  ne  was,  but  wanted  a  few  pieces  for  im- 
mediate expense,  which  he  desired  I  would 
lend  him,  and  take  his  bond  for  the  whole. 
His  demand  was  limited  to  ten  guineas ;  and 
when  I  put  twenty  into  his  hand,  he  stared 
at  me  for  some  moments ;  then  putting  it  into 
his  purse,  said,— *'A^,  'tis  all  one, — ^yOu 
shall  have  the  whole  m  a  very  short  time." 
When  I  had  taken  his  note,  to  save  the  ex- 
pense of  a  bond,  I  expressed  some  surprise 
that  a  fellow  of  his  spirit  should  loiter  away 
his  time  in  idleness,  and  asked  why  he  did 
not  choose  to  make  his  fortune  in  the  army. 
"  What !"  said  he,  "  throw  away  my  money 
upon  a  subaltern's  commission*  to  be  under 
the  command  of  a  parcel  of  scoundrels,  who 
have  raised  themselves  above  me  by  the 
most  infamous  practices !  no,  I  love  inde- 
pendency too  well  to  sacrifice  my  life,  health, 
and  pleasure,  for  such  a  pitiful  consideration.** 
Finding  him  averse  to  this  way  of  life,  I 
chan^^  the  subject,  and  returned  to  Don 
Rodngo,  who  had  just  received  the  following 
epistle  firom  the  squire. 
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"  Sir, 

'*  Concerning  a  letter  which  I  received, 
subscribed  R.  Kandom,  this  is  the  answer. 
As  for  you,  I  know  nothing  of  you.  Your 
son,  or  pretended  son,  I  have  seen  ;— 
if  he  marries  my  sister,  at  his  peril  be  it ;  I 
do  declare  that  ne  shall  not  have  one  ^r- 
thing  of  her  fortune,  which  becomes  my  pro- 
perty, if  she  takes  a  husband  without  my 
consent.  Your  settlement  I  do  believe  is  all 
a  sham,  and  yourself  no  better  than  you 
should  be ;  but  if  you  had  all  the  wealth  of 
the  Indies,  your  son  shall  never  match  in  our 
family  with  the  consent  of 

"  Orsoi^  Topehall." 

My  father  was  not  much  surprised  at  this 
polite  letter,  after  having  heard  the  charac- 
ter of  the  author;  and  as  for  me,  I  was  even 
pleased  at  his  refusal,  because  I  now  had  an 
opportunity  of  showing  my  disinterested 
love.  By  his  permission  I  waited  on  my 
charmer;  and,  having  imparted  the  contents 
of  her  brother's  letter,  at  which  she  wept 
bitterly,  in  spite  of  all  my  consolation  and 
caresses,  the  time  of  our  marriage  was  fixed 
at  the  distance  of  two  davs.  During  this 
interval,  in  which  my  soul  was  wound  up 
to  the  last  stretch  of  rapturous  expectation, 
Narcissa  endeavoured  to  reconcile  some  of 
her  relations  in  town  to  her  marriage  with 
me ;  but,  finding  them  all  deaf  to  her  remon- 
strances, either  out  of  envy  or  prejudice,  she 
told  me,  with  the  most  enchanting  sweet- 
ness,  while  the  tears  bedewed  her  lovely 
cheeks, — "sure  the  world  will  no  longer 
question  your  generosity,  when  you  take  a 
poor  forlorn  beggar  to  your  arms."  Affected 
with  her  sorrow,  I  pressed  the  fair  mourner 
to  my  breast,  and  swore  that  she  was  more 
dear  and  welcome  on  that  account,  because 
she  had  sacrificed  her  friends  and  fortune  to 
her  love  for  me.  My  uncle,  for  whose  cha- 
racter she  had  a  great  veneration,  being  by 
this  time  come  to  town,  I  introduced  him  to 
my  bride ;  and  cJthough  he  was  not  very 
much  subject  to  refined  sensations,  he  was 
st^ck  dumb  with  admiration  at  her  beauty. 
Afler  having  kissed  and  gazed  at  her  for  some 
tim^,  he  turned  to  me,  saying, — "  Odds  bobs, 
Rory!  here's  a  notable  prize  indeed,  finely 
built  and  gloriously  rigged,  i'faith!  if  she 
an't  well  manned  when  you  have  the  com- 
mand of  her,  sirrah,  you  deserve  to  go  to  sea 
in  a  cockle  shell.  No  oflTence,  I  hoj)e,  niece ; 
you  must  not  mind  what  I  say,  being  (as  the 
saying  is)  a  plain  seafaring  man,  thof  mayhap 
I  have  as  much  regard  for  you  as  another." 
She  received  him  with  great  civility,  told 
him  she  had  longed  a  great  while  to  see  a 
person  to  whom  she  was  so  much  indebted 
for  his  generosity  io  Mr  Random  ;  that  she 
looked  upon  him  as  her  uncle,  by  which  name 
she  begged  leave  to  call  him  for  the  future  ; 
and  that  she  was  very  sure  he  could  say 
nothing  that  would  give  her  the  least  offence. 
The  honest  captain  was  transported  at  ber 


courteous  behaviour,  and  insisted  upon  giving 
her  away  at  the  ceremony,  swearing  that  he 
loved  her  as  well  as  if  she  was  his  own  child, 
and  that  he  would  give  two  thousand  gui- 
neas to  the  first  fruit  of  our  love  as  soon  as  it 
could  squeak.  Every  thing  being  prepared 
for  the  solemnization  of  our  nuptials,  which 
were  to  be  performed  privately  at  my  father's 
house,  the  auspicious  hour  arrived,  when 
Don  Rodrigo  and  my  uncle  went  in  the  coach 
to  fetch  the  bride  and  Miss  Williams ;  leav- 
ing me  with  a  parson.  Banter,  and  Stva]i^' 
neither  of  whom  had  as  yet  seen  my  charm- 
ing mistress.  My  faithful  valet,  who  was  on 
the  rack  of  impatience  to  behold  a  lady  of 
whom  he  had  heard  so  much,  no  sooner 
understood  that  the  coach  was  returned, 
than  he  placed  himself  at  a  window  to  have 
'a  peep  at  her  as  she  alighted ;  and  when  he 
saw  her,  clapped  his  hands  together,  turned 
up  the  white  of  his  eyes,  and,  with  his  mouth 
wide  open,  remained  in  a  sort  of  ecstasy, 
which  broke  out  into, — "  O  dea  certe!  quti- 
lis  in  EurottB  ripis,  out  per  juga  Cynthi 
exercet  Diana  chorus!"  The  doctor  and 
Banter  were  surprised  to  hear  my  man  speak 
Latin  ;  but  when  ray  father  led  Narcissa  into 
the  room,  the  object  of  their  admiration  was 
soon  changed,  as  appeared  in  the  counte- 
nances of  both.  Indeed,  they  must  have  been 
the  most  insensible  of  beings,  could  they  have 
beheld,  without  emotion,  the  divine  creature 
that  approached.  She  was  dressed  in  a  sack 
of  white  satin,  embroidered  on  the  breast 
with  gold ;  the  crown  of  her  head  was  cov^d 
with  a  small  French  cap,  from  whence  de- 
scended her  beautiful  hair  in  ringlets  that 
waved  upon  her  snowy  neck,  which  dignified 
the  necklace  I  had  given  her;  her  looks 
glowed  with  modesty  and  love ;  and  her  bo- 
som, through  the  veil  of  gauze  that  shaded 
it,  afforded  a  prospect  of  Elysium.  I  re- 
ceived this  inestimable  gift  of  Providence  as 
became  me  ;  and  in  a  little  time  the  cleigy- 
man  did  his  office,  my  uncle,  at  Ids  own  ear- 
nest request,  acting  the  part  of  a  father  to 
my  dear  Narcissa,  who  trembled  very  much, 
and  had  scarce  spirits  sufiicient  to  support 
her  under  this  great  change  of  situation. 
Soon  as  she  was  mine  by  the  laws  of  heaven 
and  earth,  I  printed  a  burning  kiss  upon  her 
lips,  my  father  emlyaced  her  tenderly,  my 
uncle  hugged  Mr  with  great  affection,  and  I 
presented  her  to  my  friend  Banter,  who  sa- 
luted her  in  a  very  polite  manner;  Miss 
Williams  hung  round  her  neck  and  wept 
plentifully ;  while  Strap  fell  upon  his  knees, 
and  begged  to  kiss  his  lady's  hand,  which 
she  presented  with  ^reat  affability.  I  shall 
not  pretend  to  describe  my  own  feelings  at 
this  juncture ;  let  it  suffice  to  say,  that,  afler 
having  supped  and  entertained  ourselves  till 
ten  o'clock,  I  cautioned  my  Narcissa  against 
exposing  her  health  by  sitting  up  too  late,  and 
she  was  prevailed  upon  to  withdraw  with  her 
maid  to  an  apartmen  t  destined  for  us.     When 
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she  lefl  the  room,  her  face  was  overspread 
with  a  blush  that  set  all  my  blood  in  a  state 
of  fermentation,  and  made  every  poise  beat 
with  tenfold  vigour.  She  was  so  cruel  as  to 
let  me  remain  in  this  condition  a  full  half 
hour ;  when,  no  longer  able  to  restrain  my 
impatience,  I  broke  from  the  company,  burst 
into  her  chamber,  pushed  out  her  confidante, 
locked  the  door,  and  found  her — O  heaven  and 
earth ! — ^a  feast,  a  thousand  times  more  deli- 
cious than  my  most  sanguine  hope  presaged ! 
«^ut  let  me  not  profane  the  chaste  mysteries 
of  Hymen.    I  was  the  happiest  of  men ! 

In  the  mominff  I  was  waked  by  three  or 
four  drums,  which  Banter  had  placed  under 
the  window;  upon  which  I  withdrew  the 
curtain,  and  enjoyed  the  unspeakable  satis- 
faction of  contemplating  those  an^ic 
charms,  which  were  now  in  my  possession ! 
Beauty  !  which,  whether  tleeping  or  awake, 
shot  forth  peculiar  graces  !  The  light  dart- 
ing upon  my  Narcissa's  eyes,  she  awoke  also, 
and,  recollecting  her  situatiop,  hid  her  blushes 
in  mv  bosom.  I  was  distracted  with  joy. 
T  could  not  believe  the  evidence  of  my  senses, 
and  looked  upon  all  that  had  happened  as 
the  fictions  of  a  dream.  In  the  meantime 
my  uncle  knocked  at  the  door,  and  bade  me 
turn  out,  for  I  had  had  a  long  spell.  I  rose 
accordingly,  and  sent  Miss  Williams  to  her 
mistress,  myself  receiving  the  congratula- 
tions of  Captain  Bowling,  who  rallied  me  in 
his  sea-phrase  with  great  success.  In  less 
than  an  hour,  Don  Ro4rigo  led  my  wife  in 
to  breakfast,  where  she  received  the  compli- 
ments of  the  company  on  her  looks,  which, 
they  said,  if  possible,  were  improved  by 
matrimony.  As  her  delicate  ears  were  of- 
fended with  none  of  those  indecent  ambigui- 
ties which  are  too  often  spoke  on  such  occa- 
sions, she  behaved  with  dignity,  unaffected 
^iDodesty,  and  ease ;  and,  as  a  testimony  of 
my  affection  and  esteem,  I  presented  her,  in 
pr^ence  of  them  all,  with  a  deed,  by  which 
I  settled  the  whole  fortune  I  was  possessed 
of  on  her  and  her  heirs  for  ever.  She  ac- 
cepted it  with  a  glance  of  the  most  tender 
acknowledgement,  observed  that  she  could 
not  be  surprised  at  any  thing  of  this  kind  I 
should  do,  and  desired  my  father  to  take  the 
trouble  of  keeping  it,  saying, — *•  Next  to  my 
own  Mr  Random,  you  are  the  person  in  whom 
I  ought  to  have  the  greatest  confidence." 
Charmed  with  her  prudent  and  ingenuous 
manner  of  proceeding,  he  took  the  paper,  and 
assured  her  that  it  should  not  lose  its  value 
while  in  his  custody. 

As  we  had  not  many  visits  to  give  and 
receive,  the  little  time  we  staid  in  town  was 
spent  in  going  to  public  diversions,  where  I 
have  the  vanity  to  think  Narcissa  seldom 
was  eclipsed.  One  night,  in  particular,  we 
had  sent  our  footman  to  keep  one  of  the 
stage  boxes,  which  we  no  sooner  entered, 
than  we  perceived  in  the  opposite  box  the 
squire  and  his  lady,  who  seemed  not  a  little 


surprised  at  seeing  us.  I  was  pleased  at 
this  opportunity  of  confironting  them ;  the 
more,  because  Melinda  was  robbed  of  all  her 
admirers  by  my  wife,  who  happened  that 
night  to  outshine  her  sister  both  in  beauty 
and  dress.  She  was  piqued  at  Narcissa's 
victory,  tossed  her  head  a  thousand  different 
ways,  flirted  her  fim,  looked  at  us  with  dis* 
dain,  then  whispered  to  her  husband,  and 
broke  out  into  an  afiTected  giggle ;  but  all 
her  arts  proved  ineffectual,  either  to  discom- 
pose Mrs  Random,  or  to  conceal  her  own 
mortification,  which  at  length  forced  her 
away  long  before  the  play  was  done.  The 
news  of  our  marriage  being'  spread,  with 
many  circumstances  to  our  disadvantage  by 
the  mdustry  of  this  malignant  creature,  a 
certain  set  of  persons,  fond  of  scandal,  began 
to  inquire  into  the  particulars  of  my  fortune, 
which  they  no  sooner  understood  to  be  inde- 
pendent, than  the  tables  were  turned,  and 
our  acquaintance  was  courted  as  much  as  it 
had  been  despised  before.  But  Narcissa 
had  too  much  dignity  of  pride  to  encourage 
this  change  of  conduct,  esp0cially  in  her  re^ 
lations,  whom  she  could  never  be  prevailed 
upon  to  see,  afler  the  malicious  reports  they 
had  raised  to  her  prejudice. 


CHAPTER  LXIX. 

My  father  intends  to  revisit  the  place  of 
his  nativity — we  propose  to  accompany 
him — my  uncle  renews  his  will  in  my  fa- 
vour, determining  to  go  to  sea  again — we 
set  out  for  Scotland — arrive  at  Edin- 
burgh— purchase  our  paternal  estate — 
proceed  to  it — halt  at  the  town  where  I 
was  educated — take  up  my  bond  to  Crab 
— the  behaviour  of  Potion  and  his  wife, 
and  one  of  my  female  cousins — our  recep- 
tion  at  the  estate — Strap  marries  Miss 
WilliaTns,  and  is  settled  by  my  father  to 
his  own  satisfaction — /  am  more  and 
more  happy. 

My  father  intending  to  revisit  his  native 
country,  and  pay  the  tribute  of  a  few  tears 
at  my  mother's  grave,  Narcissa  and  I  re- 
solved to  accompany  him  in  the  execution 
of  his  pious  office,  and  accordingly  prepared 
for  the  journey ;  in  which,  .however,  my 
uncle  would  not  engagei  being  resolved  to 
try  his  fortune  once  more  at  sea.  In  the 
mean  time,  he  renewed  his  will  in  favour  of 
my  wife  and  me,  and  deposited  it  in  the 
hands  of  his  brother-in-law ;  while  I  (that  I 
might  not  be  wanting  to  my  own  interest) 
summoned  the  squire  to  produce  his  father's 
will  at  doctor's  commons,  and  employed  a 
proctor  to  manage  the  affair  in  my  absence. 
Every  thing  being  thus  settled,  we  took 
leave  of  all  our  friends  in  London,  and  set 
out  for  Scotland,  Don  Rodrigo,  Narcissa, 
Miss  Williams  and  I,  in  the   coach,  and 
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Strap,  with  two  men  in  livery, «on  horseback. 
As  we  made  easy  stages,  my  charmer  held 
it  out  very  well  till  we  arrived  at  Edinburgh, 
where  we  proposed  to  rest  ourselves  some 
iveeKs* 

Here  Don  Rodriffo  having  intelligence  that 
the  fox-hunter  had  spent  his  estate,  which 
was  to  be  exposed  to  sale  by  public  auction, 
he  determined  to  make  a  purchase  of  the 
spot  where  he  was  bom,  and  actually  bought 
all  the  land  that  belonged  to  his  father. 

In  a  few  days  after  Uiis  bargain  was  made, 
we  left  Edinburgh,  in  order  to  go  and  take 
possession;  and,  by  the  way,  halted  one 
night  in  that  town  where  I  was  educated. 
Upon  inquiry,  I  found  that  Mr  Crab  was 
dead ;  whereupon  I  sent  for  his  executor, 
paid  the  sum  I  owed,  with  interest,  and  took 
up  my  bond.  Mr  Potion  and  his  wife  hear- 
ing of  our  arrival,  had  the  assurance  to  come 
to  the  inn  where  we  lodged,  and  sent  up 
their  names,  with  a  desire  of  being  permitted 
to  pay  their  respects  to  my  father  and  me  ; 
but  their  sordid  behaviour  towards  me,  when 
I  was  an  orphan,  had  made  too  deep  an  im- 
pression on  my  mind,  to  be  efiaced  by  this 
mean  mercenary  piece  of  condescension ;  I 
therefore  rejected  their  message  with  disdain, 
and  bade  Strap  tell  them,  that  my  father  and 
I  desired  to  have  no  communication  with 
such  low-minded  wretches  as  they  were. 

They  had  not  been  gone  half  an  hour, 
when  a  woman,  without  any  ceremony, 
opened  the  door  of  the  room  where  we  sat, 
and,  making  towards  my  father,  accosted  him 
with,  *' Uncle,  your  servant — I  am  glad  to 
see  you."  This  was  no  other  than  one  of 
my  female  cousins,  mentioned  in  the  first 
part  of  my  memoirs,  to  whom  Don  Rodrigo 
replied, — "Pray,  who  are  you,  madam?" 
««0!"  cried  she,  "my  cousin  Rory  there 
knows  me  very  well.  Don't  you  remember 
me,  Roryl"  "Yes,  madam,'*'  said  I,  "for 
my  own  part,  I  shall  never  forget  you.  Sir, 
this  is  one  of  the  young  ladies  who  (as  I 
formerly  told  you)  treated  me  so  humanely 
in  my  childhood."  When  I  pronounced 
these  words,  my  father's  resentment  glowed 
in  his  visage,  and  he  ordered  her  to  be  gone, 
with  such  a  commanding  aspect,  that  she 
retired  in  a  fright,  muttering  curses  as  she 
went  down  stairs.  We  afterwards  learned 
that  she  was  married  to  an  ensign,  who  had 
already  spent  all  her  fortune ;  and  that  her 
sister  haa  bore  a  child  to  her  mother's  foot- 
man, who  is  now  her  husband,  and  keeps  a 
petty  ale-house  in  the  country. 

The  fiune  of  our  flourishing  condition  hay- 
ing arrived  at  this  place  before  us,  we  got 
notice  that  the  magistrates  intended  next 
day  to  compliment  us  with  the  freedom  of 
their  town ;  upon  which  my  father,  consider- 
ing their  complaisance  in  the  right  point  of 
view,  ordered  the  horses  to  the  coach  early 
in  the  morning. 
We  proce^ed  to  our  estate,  which  lay 
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about  twenty   miles   from   this   place;  and 
when  we  came  witiiin  half  a  league  of  the 
house,  were  met  by  a  prodigious  number  of 
poor  tenants,   men,   women   and   children, 
who  testified  their  joy  by  loud  acclamations, 
and  accompanied  our  coach  to  the  gate. 
As  there  is  no  part  of  the  world  in  which 
the  peasants  are  more  attached  to  their  lords 
than  in  Scotland,  we  were  almost  devoured 
by  their  affection.     My  father  had  always 
been  their  favourite,  and  now  that  he  ap- 
peared   their    master,    after    having    been 
thought  dead  so  long,  their  joy  broke  out 
into  a  thousand  extravagancies :    when  we 
entered  the  court-yard,  we  were  surrounded 
by  a  vast  number,  who  crowded  together  so 
closely  to  see  us,  that  several  were  in  dan- 
ger of  being  squeezed  to  death ;  those  who 
were  near  Don  Rodrigo  fell  upon  their  knees 
and  kissed  his  hand,  or  the  hem  of  his  gar- 
ment, praying  aloud  for  long  life  and  pros- 
perity to  him ;  others  approached  Narcissa 
and  me  in  the  same  manner ;  while  the  rest 
clapped  their  hands  at  a  distance,  and  in- 
voked heaven  to  shower  its  choicest  bless- 
ings  on  our  heads.     In  short,   the  whole 
scene,  though  rude,  was  so  affecting,  thnt 
the  gentle  partner  of  my  heart  wept  over  it, 
and  my  father  himself  could  not  refrain  from 
dropping  a  tear. 

Having  welcomed  his  daughter  and  me  to 
his  house,  he  ordered  some  bullocks  to  be 
killed,  and  some  hogsheads  of  ale  to  be 
brought  from  the  neighbouring  village,  to 
regale  these  honest  people,  who  had  not  e% 
joyed  such  a  holiday  for  many  years  before. 
Next  day  we  were  visited  by  the  gentle- 
men in  the  neighbourhood,  most  of  them  our 
relations,  one  of  whom  brought  along  with 
him  my  cousin  the  fox-hunter,  who  had  stayed 
at  his  house  since  he  was  obliged  to  leave  his 
own.  My  father  was  senerous  enough  to 
receive  him  kindly,  and  even  promised  to 
purchase  for  him  a  commission  in  the  army, 
for  which  he  expressed  great  thankfulness 
and Joy. 

Mj  charming  Narcissa  was  universally 
admired  and  loved,  for  her  beauty,  affability 
and  good  sense ;  and  so  well  pleased  with 
the  situation  of  the  place,  and  the  company 
round,  that  she  has  not,  as  yet,  discovered 
the  least  desire  of  changing  her  habitation. 

We  had  not  been  many  days  settled,  when 
I  prevailed  upon  my  father  to  pay  a  visit  to 
the  village  where  I  had  been  at  school. 
Here  we  were  received  by  the  principal 
inhabitants,  who  entertained  us  in  the  church, 
where  Mr  Syntax  the  schoolmaster  (my 
tyrant  being  oead)  pronounced  a  Latin  ora- 
tion in  honour  of  our  family.  And  none 
exerted  themselves  more  than  Strap's  father 
and  relations,  who  looked  upon  the  honest 
valet  as  the  first  gentleman  of  their  race, 
and  honoured  his  benefactors  accordingly. 
Having  received  the  homage  of  this  place, 
we   retired,  leaving  forty  pounds  for  the 
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benefit  of  the  poor  of  the  parish ;  and  that 
very  night,  Strap  being  a  little  elevated  with 
the  regard  that  had  been  shown  to  him,  and 
to  me  on  his  account,  ventured  to  tell  me, 
that  he  had  a  sneaking  kindness  for  Miss 
Williams,  and  that,  if  his  ladv  and  I  would 
use  our  interest  in  his  behalf,  he  did  not 
doubt  that  she  would  listen  to  his  addresses. 
Surprised  at  this  proposal,  1  asked  if  he 
knew  the  story  of  that  unfortunate  young 
gentlewoman:  upon  which  he  replied  — 
**  Yes,  yes,  I  know  what  you  mean — she  has 
been  unhappy,  I  grant  you — but  what  of  that? 
I  am  convmced  of  her  reformation,  or  else 
you  and  my  good  lady  would  not  treat  her 
with  such  respect — as  for  the  censure  of  the 
world,  I  value  it  not  a  fig's,  end — besides, 
the  world  knows  nothing  of  the  matter."  I 
commended  his  philosophy,  and  interested 
Narcissa  in  his  cause;  who  interceded  so 
efllectually,  that  in  a  little  time  Miss  Wil- 
liams Yielded  her  consent,  and  they  were 
marriea  with  the  approbation  of  Don  Kodrigo, 
who  gave  him  five  nundred  pounds  to  stock 
a  &rm,  and  made  him  overseer  of  his  estate. 
My  generous  bed-fellow  gave  her  maid  the 


same  sum ;  so  that  they  lived  in  great  peace 
and  plenty  within  half  a  mile  of  us,  and 
daily  put  up  prayers  for  our  preservation. 

If  there  be  such  a  thing  as  true  happinesa 
on  earth,  I  enjoy  it.  The  impetuous  trans- 
ports of  my  passion  are  now  settled  and 
mellowed  into  endearing  fondness  and  tran- 
quillity of  love,  rooted  by  that  intimate  con- 
nexion and  interchange  of  hearts,  which 
nought  but  virtuous  wedlock  can  produce. 
Fortune  seems  determined  to  make  ample 
amends  for  her  former  cruelty  ;  for  my  proc- 
tor writes,  that  notwithstanding  the  clause 
in  my  fiither-in-law's  will,  on  which  the 
squire  founds  his  claim,  I  shall  certainly  re- 
cover my  wife's  fortune,  in  consequence  of 
a  codicil  annexed,  which  explains  that  clause, 
and  limits  her  restriction  to  the  age  of  nine- 
teen, after  which  she  was  at  her  own  dispo- 
sal. I  would  have  set  out  for  London  inune- 
diately  after  receiving  this  piece  of  intelli- 
gence, but  my  dear  angel  has  been  qualmish 
of  late,  and  begins  to  grow  remarkably  round 
in  the  waist;  so  that  I  cannot  leave  her  in 
such  an  interestinff  situation,  which  I  hope 
will  produce  someuiing  to  crown  my  felicity. 


END  OF  RODERICK  RANDOM. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

In  which  certain  personages  of  this  de- 
lightful history  are  introduced  to  the 
reader*s  acquaintance. 

It  was  on  the  great  northern  road  from  Ycffk 
to  London,  about  the  beginning  of  the  month 
of  October,  and  the  hour  of  eight  in  the  even- 
ing, that  four  travellers  were,  by  a  violent 
shower  of  rain,  driven  for  shelter  into  a  little 
public  house  on  the  side  of  the  highway,  dis- 
tinguished by  a  sign  which  was  said  to  ex- 
hibit the  fimire  of  a  black  lion.  The  kitchen, 
in  which  they  assembled,  was  the  only  room 
for  entertainment  in  the  house,  paved  with 
red  bricks,  remarkably  clean,  furnished  with 
three  or  four  Windsor  chairs,  adorned  with 
shining  plates  of  pewter,  and  copper  sauce- 
pans nicely  scoured,  that  even  dazzled  the 
eyes  of  the  behoMer ;  while  a  cheerful  fire 
of  sea-coal  blazeoln  the  chimney.  Three  of 
the  travellers,  who  arrived  on  horseback, 
having  seen  their  cattle  properly  accommoda- 
ted in  the  stable,  agreed  to  pass  the  time,  until 
the  weather  shoum  clear  up,  over  a  bowl  of 
rumbo,  which  was  accordingly  prepared ;  but 
the  fourth,  refiisitig  to  join  their  company, 
took  his  station  at  the  opposite  side  of  the 
chimney,  and  called  for  a  pint  of  twopenny, 
with  which  he  indulged  himself  apart.  At  a 
little  distance,  on  his  left  hand,  tiiere  was 
another  group,  consisting  of  the  landlady,  a 
decent  widow,  ber  two  daughters,  the  elder 
of  whom  seemed  to  be  about  the  age  of  fif- 
teen, and  a  country  lad,  who  served  both  as 
waiter  and  ostler. 

The  social  triumvirate  was  composed  of 
Mr  Fillet,  a  country  practitioner  in  surgery 
and  midwifery,  Captain  Crowe,  and  his 
nephew  Mr  Thomajs  Clarke,  an  attorney. 
Fillet  was  a  man  of  some  education,  and  a 
great  deal  'of  experience,  shrewd,  sly,  and 
sensible.    Captam  Crowe  had  commanded  a 


merchant  ship  in  the  Mediterranean  trade 
for  many  years,  and  saved  some  money  by 
dint  of  frugality  and  traffic.  He  was  an  ex- 
cellent seamen,  brave,  active,  friendly  in  his 
way,  and  scrupulously  honest ;  but  as  little 
acquainted  with  the  world  as  a  sucking 
child :  whimsical,  impatient,  and  so  impetu- 
ous, that  he  could  not  help  breaking  in  upon 
the  conversation,  whatever  it  might  be,  with 
repeated  interruptions,  that  seemed  to  burst 
from  him  by  involuntary  impulse.  When  he 
himself  attempted  to  speak,  he  never  finished 
his  period,  but  made  such  a  number  of  abrupt 
transitions,  that  his  discourse  seemed  to  be 
an  unconnected  series  of  unfinished  sen- 
tences, the  meaning  of  which  it  was  not  easy 
to  decypher. 

His  nephew,  Tom  Clark,  was  a  young 
fellow,  whose  goodness  of  heart  even  the 
exercise  of  his  profession  had  not  been  able 
to  corrupt.  Before  strangers  he  never  own- 
ed himself  an  attorney  without  blushing, 
though  he  had  no  reason  to  blush  for  his  own 
practice  ;  for  he  constantly  refused  to  en- 
gage in  the  cause  of  any  client  whose  cha- 
racter was  equivocal,  and  was  never  known 
to  act  with  such  industry  as  when  concerned 
for  the  widow  and  orphan,  or  any  other  ob- 
ject that  sued  in  forma  pauperis.  Indeed 
he  was  so  replete  with  human  kindness,  that 
as  often  as  an  afiecting  story  or  circumstance 
was  told  in  his  hearing,  it  overflowed  at  his 
eyes.  Being  of  a  warm  complexion,  he  was 
very  susceptible  of  passion,  and  somewhat 
libertine  in  his  amours.  In  other  respects, 
he  piqued  himself  on  understanding  the 
practice  of  the  courts,  and  in  private  compa- 
ny he  took  pleasure  in  laying  down  the  law  ; 
but  he  was  an  indifferent  orator,  and  tedi- 
ously circumstantial  in  his  explanations. 
His  stature  was  rather  diminutive ;  but,  upon 
the  whole,  he  had  some  title  to  the  charac- 
ter of  a  pretty  dapper  little  fellow. 

The  solitary  guest  bad   something  veiy 
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forbidding  in  his  aspect,  which  was  contract- 
ed bv  an  habitual  frown.  His  eyes  were 
small  and  red,  and  so  deep  set  in  the  sockets, 
that  each  appeared  like  the  unextinguished 
snuflfof  a  farthing  candle,  gleaming  through 
the  horn  of  a  dark  lanthom.  His  nostxils 
were  elevated  in  scorn,  as  if  his  sense  of 
smelling  had  been  perpetually  offended  by 
some  unsavouxT  odour :  and  he  looked  as  if 
he  wanted  to  snrink  within  himself  from  the 
impertinence  of  society.  He  wore  a  black 
periwig,  as  straight  as  the  pinions  of  a  raven, 
and  this  was  covered  with  a  hat  flapped,  and 
fastened  to  his  head  by  a  speckled  handker- 
chief tied  under  his  chin.  H^  was  wrap- 
ped in  a  great-coat  of  brown  frieze,  under 
which  he  seemed  to  conceal  a  small  bundle. 
His  name  was  Ferret,  and  his  character  dis- 
tinguished by  three  peculiarities.  He  was 
never  seen  to  smile,  he  was  never  heard  to 
speak  in  praise  of  any  person  whatsoever, 
and  he  was  never  known  toigive  a  direct 
answer  to  any  question  that  was  asked,  but 
seemed,  on  all  occasions,  to  be  actuated  by 
the  most  perverse  spirit  of  contradiction. 

Captain  Crowe,  having  remarked  that  it 
was  squally  weather,  asked  how  far  it  was 
to  the  next  market-town :  and  understanding 
that  the  distance  was  not  less  than  six  miles, 
said  he  had  a  good  mind  to  come  to  an  an- 
chor for  the  night,  if  so  be  as  he  could  have 
a  tolerable  berth  in  this  here  harbour.  Mr 
Fillet,  perceiving  by  his  style  that  he  was  a 
seafaring  gentleman,  observed  that  their 
landlady  was  not  used  to  lodge  such  com- 
pany ;  and  expressed  some  surprise  that  he, 
who  had  no  doubt  endured  so  many  storms 
and  hardships  at  sea,  should  think  much  of 
travelling  five  or  six  miles  a-horseback  by 
moonlight.  "  For  my  part,"  said  he,  "  I  ride 
in  all  weathers,  at  all  hours,  without  mind- 
inj^  cold,  wet,  wind,  or  darkness.  My  con- 
stitution is  so  case-hardened,  that  I  believe 
I  could  live  all  the  year  at  Spitzbergen. 
With  respect  to  this  road,  I  know  every 
foot  of  it  so  exactly,  that  Til  engage  to  travel 
forty  miles  upon  it  blindfold,  without  making 
one  false  step ;  and  if  you  have  faith  enough 
to  put  yourselves  under  my  auspices,  I  will 
conduct  you  safe  to  an  elegant  inn,  where 
you  will  meet  with  the  best  accommodation." 
**Thank  you,  brother,"  replied  the  captain, 
"we  are  much  beholden  to  you  for  your 
courteous  offer ;  but  howsomever,  you  must 
not  think  I  mind  foul  weather  more  than  my 
neighbours.  I  have  worked  hard  aloft  and 
alow  in  many  a  taught  gale^— but  this  here  is 
the  case,  d'ye  see ;  we  have  run  down  a 
lonff  day's  reckonin^^ ;  our  beasts  have  had  a 
hard  spell ;  and  as  for  my  own  hap,  brother, 
I  doubt  my  bottom-planks  have  lost  some  of 
their  sheathing,  being  as  how  I  a'n't  used  to 
that  kind  of  sorubbinf ." 

The  doctor,  who  nad  pracfUsed  aboard  a 
man  of  war  in  his  jonth,  and  was  perfectly 
well  acquainted  with  the  captain's  dialect 


assured  him,  that,  if  his  bottom  was  daraa* 
ged,  he  would  new  pay  it  with  an  excellent 
salve,  which  he  always  carried  about  him,  to 
guard  against  such  accidents  on  the  road ; 
but  Tom  Clarke,  who  seemed  to  have  cast 
the  eyes  of  affection  upon  the  landlady's 
eldest  daughter,  Dolly,  objected  to  their 
proceeding  farther  without  rest  and  refresh* 
ment,  as  they  had  already  travelled  fifty 
miles  since  morning ;  and  he  was  sure  his 
uncle  must  be  fatigued  both  in  mind  and 
body,  from  vexation,  as  well  as  from  hard 
exercise,  to  which  he  had  not  been  accus- 
tomed. Fillet  then  desisted,  saying,  he  was 
sorry  to  find  the  captain  had  any  cause  of 
vexation ;  but  he  hoped  it  was  not  an  incu- 
rable evil.  This  expression  was  accompa- 
nied with  a  look  of  curiosity,  which  Mr 
Clarke  was  glad  of  an  occasion  to  gratify ; 
for,  as  we  have  hinted  above,  he  was  a  fery 
communicative  gentleman,  and  the  afiair 
which  now  lay  upon  his  stomach  interested 
him  nearly. 

"  I'll  assure  you,  sir,"  said  he,  "  this  here 
gentleman.  Captain  Crowe,  who  is  my  mo- 
ther's  own  brother,  has  been  cruelly  used 
by  some  of  his  relations.  He  bears  as  good 
a  character  as  any  captain  of  a  ship  on  the 
loyal  Exchange,  and  has  undergone  a  vari- 
ety of  hardships  at  sea.  What  d'ye  think, 
now,  of  bis  bursting  all  his  sinews,  and  ma- 
king his  eyes  start  out  of  his  head,  in  pulling 
his  ship  off  a  rock,  whereby  he  saved  to  his 

owners" Here  he  was  interrupted  by  the 

captain,  who  exclaimed, — "Belay,  Tom, 
belay : — pr'ythee  don't  veer  out  such  a  deal 
of  jaw.  Clap  a  stopper  on  thy  cable,  and 
bring  thyself  up  my  lad.  What  a  deal  of  stuff 
thou  hast  pumped  up  concerning  bursting,  and 
starting,  and  pulling  ships.  Laud  *have 
mercy  upon  us  ! — Ijook  ye  here,  brother — 
look  ye  here — mind  those  poor  crippled 
joints;  two  fingers  on  the  starboard,  and 
three  on  the  larboard  hand;  crooked,  d'ye 
see,  like  the  knees  of  a  bilander. — ^I'U  tell 
you  what,  brother,  you  seem  to  be  a — ship 
deep  laden — rich  cargo— current  setting  into 
the  bay — hard  gale— Tee  shore — all  hands  in 
the  boat — ^tow  round  the  headland — self  pull- 
ing for  dear  blood  against- the  whole  crew — 
snap  go  the  finger-braces^Kirack  went  the 
eye-blocks.  Bounce  day-liffht — flash  star- 
light—down 1  foundered,  dark  as  hell— -whiz 
went  my  ears,  and  my  head  spun  like  a 
whirligig.— That  don't  signify— I'm  a  York- 
shire boy,  as  the  saying  is-HiU  my  life  at  sea, 
brother,  by  reason  of  an  oldVrandmother  and 
maiden  aunt,  a  couple  of  old  stinking — ^kept 
me  these  forty  years  out  of  my  grandfather's 
estate. — Hearing  as  how  they  had  taken 
their  departure,  came  ashore,  hired  horses, 
and  clapped  on  all  my  canvass,  steering  to 
the  northward,  to  take  possession  of  my— 
But  it  don't  signify  talking— these  two  old 
piratical — ^bad  held  a  palaver  with  a  lawyer 
attorney,  Tom,  d'ye  mind  me,  an  at- 
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toioey — and  by  his  a^gistance  hove  me;  out 
of  my  inheritance ;— that  is  all,  brother — 
hove  me  out  of  five  hundred  pounds  a-year 
—that's  all — ^what  sig^nifies — but  such  wind- 
falls we  don't  every  day  pick  up  along  shore. 
—Fill  about,  brother — ^yes,  by  the  Lord ! 
those  two  smuggling  harridans,  with  the  as- 
sistance of  an  attorney — an  attorney,  Tom 
—hove  me  out  of  five  hundred  a-year." 
**Yes,  indeed,  sir,"  added  Mr  Clarke, 
"those  two  malicious  old  women,  docked 
the  intail,  and  lefl  the  estate  to  an  alien." 

Here  Mr  Ferret  thought  proper  to  inter- 
mingle in  the  conversation,  with  a—**  Pish  / 
what,  do'st  talk  of  docking  the  intail? 
Do'st  not  know  that  by  the  statute  Westm. 
2,  13  Ed.  the  will  and  intention  of  the 
donor  must  be  fulfilled,  and  the  tenant  in 
tail  shall  not  alien  afler  issue  had»  or  be- 
fore"— "  Give  me  leave,  sir,"  replied  Tom, 
**  I  presume  you  area  practitioner  in  the  law. 
Now  you  know,  that,  in  the  case  of  a  con- 
tingent  remainder,  the  intail  may  be  de- 
stroyed by  levying  a  fine,  and  suffering  a 
recovery  ;  or  otherwise  destroying  the  par- 
ticular estate,  before  the  contmgency  hap- 
pens. l£  feoffees,  who  possess  an  estate 
only  during  the  life  of  a  son,  where  divers 
remainders  are  limited  over,  make  a  fjttf- 
ment  in  fee  to  him,  by  \h,e  feoffment  alWne 
future  remainders  are  destroyed.  Indeed, 
a  person  in  remainder  may  have  a  writ  of 
intrusion,  if  any  do  intrude  after  the  death 
of  a  tenant  for  life ;  and  the  writ  ex  gravi 

Suerela  lies  to  execute  a  devise  in  remain- 
er  after  the  death  of  a  tenant  in  tail  without 
"  Spoke  like  a  true  ^i^ciple  of 


issue. 


»» 


Geber,"  cried  Ferret.  *jNo,  sir,"  replied 
Mr  Clarke,  *<  Counsellor  Caper  is  in  the 
coaveyancing  way — I  was  clerk  to  Serjeant 
Croaker."  "  Ay,  now  you  may  set  up  for 
yourself,"  resumed  the  other,  **  for  you  can 
prate  as  unintelligibly  as  the  best  of  them." 

"  Perhaps,"  said  Tom,  **  I  do  not  make 
myself  understood.  If  so  be  as  how  that  is 
the  case,  let  us  change  the  position,  and 
suppose  that  this  here  case  is  a  tail  after 
a  possibility  of  issue  extinct.  If  a  tenant 
in  tail  after  a  possibility  make  a  feoffment 
of  his  land,  he  in  reversion  may  enter  for 
the  forfeiture.  Then  we  must  make  a  dis- 
tinction between  general  tail  and  special 
tail.  It  is  the  word  body  that  makes  the 
intail: — ^there  must  be  a  body  in  the  tail, 
devised  to  heirs  male  or  female,  otherwise 
it  is  a  fee-simple,  because  it  is  not  limited 
of  what  body.  Thus  a  corporation  cannot 
be  seized  in  taU.  For  example,  here  is  a 
young  woman — ^what  is  your  name,  my 
dear  V  "  Dolly,"  answered  the  daughter, 
with  a  courtesy.  "Here's  Dolly — I  seize 
Dolly  in  tail — Dolly,  I  seize  you  in  taiV^ 
•*  Sha't  then,"  cried  Dolly,  pouting.  "  I  am 
seized  of  lund  in  fee — ^I  settle  on  Dolly  in 
taiV 

Dolly,  wLg  did  not  comprehend  the  nature 


of  the  illustration,  understood  him  in  a  literal 
sense,  and,  in  a  whimpering  tone,  exclaimed, 
— "^  Sha't  then,  I  tell  thee,  cursed  tuoad !" 
Tom,  however,  was  so  transported  with  his 
subject,  that  he  took  no  notice  of  poor 
Dolly's  mistake,  but  proceeded  in  his  ha- 
rangue upon  the  different  kinds  of  tails,  re» 
mainders,  and  seisins,  when  he  was  inter- 
rupted by  a  noise  that  alarmed  the  whole 
company.  The  rain  had  been  succeeded  by 
a  storm  of  wind,  that  howled  around  the 
house  vnth  the  most  savage  impetuosity; 
and  the  heavens  were  overcast  in  such  a 
manner,  that  not  one  star  appeared,  so  that 
all  without  was  darkness  and  uproar.  This 
a^^vated  the  horror  of  divers  loud  screams, 
which  even  the  noise  of  the  blast  could  not 
exclude  from  the  ears  of  our  astonished 
travellers.  Captain  Crowe  called  out,-~ 
"  Avast,  avast !"  Tom  Clarke  sat  silent, 
staring  wildly,  with  his  mouth  still  open. 
The  surgeon  himself  seemed  startled ;  and 
Ferret's  countenanc^etrayed  evident  marks 
of  confusion.  The  ostler  moved  nearer  the 
chimney;  and  the  good  woman  of  the  house, 
with  her  two  daughters,  crept  closer  to  the 
company. 

After  -some  pause  the  captain,  starting 
up, — »*  These,"  said  he,  "  be  signals  of  dis- 
tress. Some  poor  souls  in  danger  of  foun- 
dering— ^let  us  bear  up  a-head,  and  see  if 
we  can  give  them  any  assistance."  The 
landlady  begged  him,  for  Christ's  sake,  not 
to  think  of  going  out ;  for  it  was  a  spirit  that 
would  lead  him  astray  into  fens  and  rivers, 
and  certainly  do  him  a  mischief.  Crowe 
seemed  to  be  staggered  by  this  remonstreince, 
which  his  nephew  reinforced,  observing,  that 
it  might  be  a  stratagem  of  rogues  to  decoy 
them  into  the  fields,  that  they  mi^ht  rob 
them  under  the  cloud  of  night.  Thus  ex- 
horted, he  resumed  his  seat ;  and  Mr  Ferret 
began  t^  make  very  severe  strictures  upon 
the  folly  and  fear  of  those  who  believed  and 
trembled  at  the  visitation  of  spirits,  ghosts, 
and  goblins.  He  said,  he  wbuld  engage  with 
twelve  petinyworth  of  phosphorus  to  frighten 
a  whole  parish  out  of  tneir  senses.  Then  he 
expatiated  on  the  pusillanimity  of  the  nation 
in  general,  ridiculed  the  militia,  censured  the 
government,  and  dropped  some  hints  about 
a  change  of  hands,  which  the  captain  could 
not,  and  the  doctor  would  not,  comprehend. 

Tom  Clarke,  from  the  freedom  of  his  dis- 
course, concluded  he  was  a  ministerial  spy, 
and  communicated  his  opinion  to  his  uncle  in  a 
whisper,  while  this  misanthrope  continued  to 
pour  forth  his  invectives  with  a  fluency  pecu- 
liar to  himself.  The  truth  is,  Mr  Ferret  had 
been  a  party  writer,  not  from  principle,  but 
employment,  and  had  felt  the  rod  of  power ; 
in  order  to  avoid  a  second  exertion  of  which, 
he  now  found  it  convenient  to  skulk  about 
in  the  couniry ;  for  he  had  received  intima- 
tion of  a  warrant  from  the  secretary  of  state« 
who  wanted  to  be  better  acquainted  with 
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his  person.  Notwithstanding  the  ticklish 
nature  of  his  situation,  it  was  become  so 
habitual  to  him  to  think  and  speak  in  a  cer- 
tain  manner,  that,  even  before  strangers, 
whose  principles  and  connexions  he  could 
not  possibly  know,  he  fiardly  ever  opened 
his  mouth,  without  uttering  some  direct  or 
implied  sarcasm  against  the  government. 

He  had  already  proceeded  a  considerable 
way  in  demonstrating  that  the  nation  was 
bankrupt  and  beggared,  and  that  those  who 
stood  at  the  helm  were  steering  full  into  the 
gulf  of  inevitable  destruction,  when  his  lec- 
ture was  suddenly  suspended  by  a  violent 
knocking  at  the  door,  which  threatened  the 
whole  house  with  immediate  demolition. 
Captain  Crowe,  b^eving  they  should  be 
instantly  boarded,  unsheathed  his  hanger, 
and  stood  in  a  posture  of  defence.  Mr  Fillet 
armed  himself  with  the  poker,  which  hap- 
pened to  be  red  hot ;  the  ostler  pulled  down 
a  rusty  firelock,  that  hung  by  the  roof  over 
a  flitch  of  bacon.  Ttiln  Clarke,  perceiving 
the  landlady  and  her  children  distracted  with 
terror,  conducted  them,  out  of  mere  compass, 
ion,  below  stairs  into  the  cellar ;  and  as  for 
Mr  Ferret,  he  prudently  withdrew  into  an 
adjoining  pantry. 

But  as  a  personage  of  great  importance  in 
this  entertaining  history  was  forced  to  re- 
main some  time  at  the  door  before  he  could 
gain  admittance,  so  must  the  reader  wait 
with  patience  for  the  next  chapter,  in  which 
he  will  see  the  cause  of  this  disturbance  ex- 
plained much  to  his  comfort  and  edification. 


CHAPTER  H. 

In  which  the  hero  of  these  adventures  makes 
his  first  appearance  on  the  stage  of  ac- 
turn. 

The  outward  door  of  the  Black  Lion  bad 
already  sustained  two  dreadful  shocks ;  but 
at  the  third  it  flew  open,  and  in  stalked  an 
apparition  that  smote  the  hearts  of  our  trav- 
eilers  with  fear  and  trepidation.  It  wajs  the 
fi^re  of  a  man  armed  cap-a-pee,  bearing  on 
his  shoulders  a  bundle  dropping  with  water, 
which  afterwards  appeared  to  be  the  body 
of  a  man  that  seemed  to  have  been  drowned, 
and  fished  up  from  the  bottom  of  the  neigh- 
bouring river. 

Having  deposited  his  burden  carefully  on 
the  flooi^  he  addressed  hintself  to  the  com- 
pany in  these  words : — <*  Be  not  surprised, 
good  people,  at  this  untisual  appearance, 
which  I  shall  take  an  opportunity  to  explain ; 
and  forfirive  the  rude  and  boisterous  manner 
in  which  I  have  demanded,  and  indeed  forced 
admittance:  the  violence  of  my  intrusion 
was  the  effect  of  necessity.  In  crossing  the 
river,  tof  squira  and  his  horse  were  swept 
away  by  the  strecun ;  and,  with  some  diffi- 
eulty»  I  haw  been  able  to  drag  him  ashore. 
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though  I  am  afraid  my  assistance  reached 
him  too  late:  for,  since  I  brought  him  to 
land,  he  has  given  no  signs  of  life." 

Here  he  was  interrupted  by  a  groan,  which 
issued  from  the  chest  of  the  squire,  and  ter- 
rified the  spectators  as  much  as  it  comforted 
the  master.  After  some  recollection,  Mr 
Fillet  began  to  undress  the  body,  which  was 
laid  in  a  blanket  on  the  floor,  and  rolled 
from  side  to  side  by  his  direction.  A  con- 
siderable quantity  of  water  being  discharged 
from  the  mouth  of  this  unfortunate  squire,  he 
uttered  a  hideous  roar,  and,  opening  his  eyeSf 
stared  wildly  around :  then  the  surgeon  un- 
dertook for  his  recovery,  and  his  master  went 
forth  with  the  ostler  in  quest  of  the  horses , 
which  he  had  left  by  the  side  of  the  river.  His 
back  was  no  sooner  turned,  than  Ferret,  who 
had  been  peeping  from  behind  the  pantry- 
door,  ventured  to  rejoin  the  company ;  pro- 
nouncing, with  a  smile  or  rather  grin  of  con- 
tempt,— "  Hey-day !  what  precious  mummery 
is  this  ?  What,  are  we  to  have  the  farce  or 
Hamlet's  ghost  ?"  Adzooks,"  cried  the  cap- 
tain, **  my  kinsman  Tom  has  dropped  a-stem — 
hope  in  God  a  has  not  bulged  to,  and  gone 
to  bottom."  »*Pish,"  exclaimed  the  mis- 
hrope,  "there's  no  danger;   the  young 

"  er  is  only  seizing  Dolly  in  tail." 
ertain  it  is,  Dolly  squeaked  at  that  in- 
stant in  the  cellar;  and  Clarke  appearing 
soon  after  in  some  confusion,  declared  she 
had  been  frightened  by  a  flash  of  lightning ; 
but  this  assertion  was  not  confirmed  b^  the 
young  lady  herself,  who  eyed  him  with  a 
sullen  regard,  indicating  displeasure,  though 
not  indim^nce;  and  when  questioned  by 
her  mother,  replied, — "  A  doan't  maind  what 
a  says,  so  a'doan't,  vor  all  his  goalden  jacket, 
then." 

In  the  meantime  the  surgeon  had  performed 
the  operation  of  phlebotomy  on  the  squire, 
who  was  lifted  into  a  chair,  and  supported 
by  the  landlady  for  that  purpose  ;  but  he  had 
not  as  yet  ^iven  any  sign  of  having  retrieved 
the  uae  of  his  senses.  And  here  Mr  Fillet 
could  not  help  contemplating,  with  surprise, 
the  strange  figure  and  accoutrements  of  his 
patient,  who  seemed  in  a^  to  be  turned  of 
fifty.  His  stature  was  beluw  the  middle 
size ;  he  was  thick,  squat,  and  brawny,  with 
a  small  protuberance  on  one  shoulder,  and  a 
prominent  bellv,  which,  in  consequence  of 
the  water  he  iiad  swallowed,  now  stnitied 
beyond  its  usual  dimensions.  His  forehead 
was  remarkably  convex,  and  so  very  low, 
that  his  black  bushy  hair  descended  within 
an  inch  of  his  nose ;  but  this  did  not  conceal 
the  wrinkles  of  his  front,  which  were  mani- 
fold. His  small  glimmering  eyes  resembled 
those  of  the  Hampshire  porker,  that  turns 
up  the  soil  with  his  projecting  snout.  His 
cheeks  were  shrivelled  and  puckered  at  the 
comers,  like  the  seams  of  a  regimental  coat, 
as  it  comes  from  the  hands  of  the  contractor : 
his  nose  bore  a  strong  analogy  |p  shape  to  a 
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tennis-ball,  and  in  colour  to  a  mulbeny ;  for 
all  the  water  of  the  river  had  not  been  able 
to  quench  the  natural  fire  of  that  feature. 
His  upper  jaw  was  furnished  with  two  long 
white  sharp-pointed  teeth  or  fangs,  such  as 
the  reader  may  have  observed  in  the  chaps 
of  a  wolf,  or  full-grown  mastiff,  and  an 
anatomist  would  describe  as  a  preternatural 
elongation  of  the  denies  cantni.  Huf  chin 
was  so  long,  so  peaked,  and  incurvated,  as 
to  form  in  profile,  with  his  impending  fore- 
bead,  the  exact  resemblance  of  a  moon  in 
the  first  quarter.  With  respect  to  his  equi- 
page, he  had  a  leathern  cap  upon  his  head, 
meed  like  those  worn  by  marines,  and  ex- 
hibiting in  embroidery  the  figure  of  a  cres- 
cent. His  coat  was  of  white  cloth,  faced 
with  black,  and  cut  in  a  very  antique  fiishion ; 
and,  in  lieu  of  a  waistcoast,  he  wore  a  buff 

C*  in.  His  feet  were  cased  with  loose  bus- 
,  which,  though  they  rose  ahnost  to  his 
knee,  could  not  hide  that  curvature  known 
by  the  appellation  of  bandy  legs.  A  large 
string  of  bandaliers  efarnished  a  broad  belt 
ttmX  graced  his  shoulders,  from  whence  de- 
pends! an  instrument  of  war,  which  was 
something  between  a  back-sword  and  a  cut- 
lass ;  and  a  case  of  pistols  were  stuck  ^Up 
girdle.  t»^ 

Such  was  the  figure  which  the  whole  coi^pa- 
ny  now  surveyed  with  admiration.  After  some 
^  pause,  he  seemed  to  recover  his  recollection. 
He  rolled  about  his  eyes  around,  and,  atten- 
tively surveying  every  individual,  exclaimed, 
in  a  strange  tone, — ^^'Bodikens!  where's 
Cohort  1"  This  interroffation  did  not  savour 
much  of  sanity,  especialfy  when  aocompanied 
with  a  wild  stare,  which  is  ^nerally  inter- 
preted as  a  sure  sign  of  a  disturbed  under- 
standing :  neverthefess,  the  surgeon  endea- 
voured to  assist  his  recollection.  **  Come," 
said  he,  "  have  a  good  heart.— How  dost  do, 
fiiend  1"  *'  Do  !'*  replied  the  squire,  *'  do  as 
well  as  I  can : — ^that's  a  lie  too :  i  mig^t  have 
done  better. — ^I  had  no  business  to  be  here." 
"  YoQ  ought  to  thank  (rod  and  your  master," 
resumed  the  surgeon,  **  for  the  providential 
escape  you  have  had  J'  <*  Thank  my  mas- 
ter!" cried  the  squire,  '< thank  the  devil! 
Go  and  teach  vour  grannuto  to  crack  filberts. 
I  know  who  I'm  bound  to  pray  for,  and  who 
I  ought  to  curse,  the  loigest  day  I  have  to 
live." 

Here  the  captain  interposing, — *'  Nay, 
brother,"  said  he,  "  you  are  bound  to  pray 
for  this  here  gentleman  as  your  sheet-anchor ; 
for,  if  so  be  as  he  had  not  cleared  ]^our  stow- 
age of  the  water  you  had  taken  in  at  your 
tipper  works,  and  lightened  your  veins,  d'ye 
see,  by  taking  away  some  of  your  blood, 
odad !  you  hw.  driven  before  the  eale,  and 
never  been  brought  up  in  this  world  again, 
d'ye  see."  "  What,  then,  you  would  per- 
suade me,"  replied  the  patient,  *'that  the 
only  way  to  save  my  lifb  was  to  shed  my 
precious  blood  1    Look  ye,  friend,  it  shall 
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not  be  lost  blood  to  me. — I  take  you  all  to 
witness,  that  there  surgeon,  or  apothecary, 
or  farrier,  or  dog-doctor,  or  whatsoever  he 
may  be,  has  robbed  me  of  the  balsam  of  life : 
he  has  not  lefl  me  so  much  blood  in  my  body 
as  would  fatten  a  starved  flea. — O!  that 
there  was  a  lawyer  here  to  serve  him  with  a 
nseran" 

Then  fixing  his  eyes  upon  Ferret,  he  pro- 
ceeded:—«« An't  you  a  limb  of  the  law, 
friend  1 — No,  I  cry  .you  mercy,  you  look  more 
like  a  show-man  or  a  conjurer."  Ferret, 
nettled  at  this  address,  answered, — "  It  would 
be  well  for  you,  that  I  could  conjure  a  little 
common  sense  into  that  numskull  of  yours." 
*'  If  I  want  that  commodity,"  rejoined  the 
squire,  <*  I  must  go  to  another  market,  I 
trow.  — Your  legerdemain  men  be  more  like 
to  conjure  the  money  firom  our  pockets  than 
sense  into  our  skullB.<— Vor  my  own  part,  I 
was  once  cheated  of  vorty  good  shillings  by 
one  of  your  broothq^  cups-and-balls."  In 
all  probability  he  would  have  descended  to 
particulars,  had  he  not  been  seized  with  a 
return  of  his  nausea,  which  obliged  him  to 
call  for  a  bumper  of  brandv.  This  remedy 
beinff  swallowed,  the  tumuft  in  his  stomach 
subsided^  He  desired  he  misHht  be  put  to 
bed  without  delay,  and  that  half  a  dozen  eggs 
and  a  pound  of  bacon  might,  in  a  couple  of 
hours,  be  dressed  for  his  supper. 

He  was  accordingly  led  off  the  scene  by 
the  landlady  and  her  daughter ;  and  Mr  Fer- 
ret had  just  time  to  observe  the  fellow  was 
a  composition,  in  which  he  did  not  know 
whether  knave  or  fool  most  predominated, 
when  the  master  returned  from  the  stable : 
he  had  taken  off  his  helmet,  and  now  dis- 
played a  very  engaging  countenance:  his 
age  did  not  seem  to  exceed  thirty :  he  was 
t^l,  and  seemingly  robust ;  his  face  lon^  and 
oval,  his  nose  aquiline,  his  mouth  furnished 
with  a  set  of  elegant  teeth,  white  as  the 
drifted  snow,  his  complexion  clear,  and  his 
aspect  noble.  His  chesnnt  hair  loosely  flow- 
ed in  short  natural  curls ;  and  his  grey  eyes 
shone  with  such  vivacity,  as  plainly  snowed 
that  his  reason  was  a  little  discomposed. 
Such  an  appearance  prepossessed  the  greater 
part  of  the  company  in  nis  favour ;  he  bowed 
round  with  the  most  polite  and  affable  ad- 
dress :  inquired  about  his  squire,  and,  being 
informed  of  the  pains  Mr  Fillet  had  taken 
for  his  recovery,  insisted  upon  that  gentle- 
man's accepting  a  handsome  gratuity ;  then, 
in  consideration  of  the  cold  bath  he  had  un- 
dergone, he  was  prevailed  upon  to  take  the 
post  of  honour ;  namely  the  great  chair  front- 
ing the  fire,  which  was  reinforced  with  a 
biflet  of  wood  for  his  comfort  and  conve- 
nience. 

Perceiving  his  fellow-travellers  either  over- 
awed in  silence  by  his  pres^ce,  or  struck 
dumb  with  admiration  at  bis  eqni^li^,  fie 
accosted  them  in  these  words,  whue  an 
agreeable  smile  dimpled  on  his  cheek. 
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'*  The  good  company  wonders,  no  doubt,  to 
Bee  a  man  cased  in  armour,  such  as  hath  been 
for  above  a  whole  century  disused  in  this  and 
every  other  country  of  Europe ;  and  perhaps 
they  will  be  still  more  surprised,  when  they 
bear  that  man  profess  himself  a  noviciate  of 
that  military  order,  which  hath  of  old  been 
distinguished  in  Great  Britain,  as  well  as 
through  all  Christendom,  by  the  name  of 
knights-errant.  Yes,  gentlemen,  in  that 
painful  and  thorny  path  of  toil  and  danger  I 
have  bemin  my  career,  a  candidate  for  honest 
fame ;  determined,  as  far  as  in  me  lies,  to 
honour  and  assert  the  efforts  of  virtue ;  to 
combat  vice  in  all  her  forms,  redress  injuries, 
chastise  oppression,  protect  the  helpless  and 
forlorn;  relieve  the  nidigent,  exert  my  best 
endeavours  in  the  cause  of  innocence  and 
beauty,  and  dedicate  my  talents,  such  as 
they  are,  to  the  service  of  my  country.*' 

"  What !"  said  Ferret,  "you  set  up  for  a 
modern  Don  Quixote? — ^The  scheme  is  rather 
too  stale  and  extravagant. — What  was  a 
humourous  romance  and  well-timed  satire  in 
Spain  near  two  hundred  years  ago,  will  make 
but  a  sorry  jest,  and  appear  equally  insipid 
and  absurd,  when  really  acted  from  affecta- 
tion, at  this  time  of  day,  in  a  country  like 
England." 

The  knight,  eyeing  this  censor  with  a  look 
of  disdain,  replied,  in  a  solemn,  lofty  tone.-— 
**  He  that  from  affectation  imitates  the  ex- 
trayagancies  recorded  of  Don  Quixote,  is  an 
impostor  equally  wicked  and  contemptible. 
He  that  counterfeits  madness,  unless  he  dis- 
sembles, like  the  elder  Brutus,  for  some  vir- 
tuous purpose*  not  only  debases  his  own  sou), 
but  acts  as  a  traitor  to  Heaven,  by  denying 
the  divinity  that  is  within  him. — I  am  neither 
an  affectecl  imitator  of  Don  Quixote,  nor,  as 
I  trust  in  Heaven,  visited  by  that  spirit  of 
lunacy  so  admirably  displayed  in  the  ficti- 
tious character  exhibited  by  the  inimitable 
Cervantes.  I  have  not  yet  encountered  a 
windmill  for  a  giant,  nor  mistaken  this  pub- 
lic house  for  a  magnificent  castle:  neither 
do  I  believe  this  gentleman  to  be  the  con- 
stcUe ;  nor  that  worthy  practitioner  to  be 
Master  Elizabat,  the  surgeon  recorded  in 
Amadis  de  Gaul ;  nor  you  to  be  the  enchanter 
Alquife,  nor  any  other  sage  of  history  or 
romance. — I  see  and  distinguish  objects  as 
they  are  discerned  and  described  by  other 
men.  1  reason  without  prejudice,  can  en- 
dure contradiction,  and,  as  the  company  per- 
ceives, even  bear  impertinent  censure  with- 
out passion  or  resentment.  I  quarrel  with 
none  but  the  foes  of  virtue  and  decorum, 
ag^nst  whom  I  have  declared  perpetual  war, 
and  them  I  will  every  where  attack  as  the 
natural  enemies  of  mankind.*' 

"But  that  war,"  said  the  cynic,  "may 
soon  be  brought  to  a  conclusion,  and  your 
adventuirs  close  in  Bridewell,  provided  you 
meet  with  some  determined  constable,  who 
will  seiie  your  worship  as  a  vagrant,  ac- 


cording to  the  statute."  "Heaven  and 
earth !"  cried  the  stranger,  starting  up,  and 
laying  his  hand  on  his  sword,  "oo  I  live 
to  hear  myself  insulted  with  such  an  oppro- 
brious epithet,  and  refrain  from  trampling 
into  dust  the  insolent  calumniator  ?" 

The  tone  in  which  these  words  were  pro- 
nounced, and  the  indignation  that  flashed 
from  *the  eyes  of  the  speaker,  intimidated 
every  individual  of  the  society,  and  reduced 
Ferret  to  a  temporary  privation  of  all  his 
faculties :  his  eyes  retired  within  their  sock- 
ets ;  his  complexion,  which  was  naturally  of 
a  copper  hue,  now  shifled  to  a  leaden  colour ; 
his  teeth  began  to  chatter ;  and  all  his  limbs 
were  agitat^  by  a  sudden  palsy.  The  knight 
observed  his  condition  ana  resumed  his  seat, 
saying, — "I  was  to  blame:  my  vengeance 
must  oe  reserved  for  very  different  objects. — 
Friend,  you  have  nothing  to  fear — the  sudden 
gust  of  passion  is  now  blown  over.  Recollect 
yourself,  and  I  will  reason  calmly  on  the 
observation  you  have  made." 

This  was  a  very  seasonable  declaration  to 
Mr  Ferret,  who  opened  his  eyes,  and  wiped 
his  forehead  ;  while  the  other  proceeded  in 
these  terms. — "  You  say  I  am  m  danger  of 
being  apprehended  as  a  vagrant :  I  am  not  so 
ignorant  of  the  laws  of  my  country,  but  that 
I  know  the  description  of  those  who  fall 
within  the  le^l  meaning  of  this  odious  term. 
You  must  erive  me  leave  to  inform  you, 
friend,  that  I  am  neither  bearward,  fencer, 
stroller,  gipsy,  mountebank,  nor  mendicant ; 
nor  do  I  practise  subtle  crafl,  to  deceive  and 
impose  upon  the  king's  lieges ;  nor  can  I  be 
held  as  an  idle  disorderly  person,  travelling 
from  place  to  place,  collecting  moneys  by  vir- 
tue of  counterfeited  passes,  briefs,  and  other 
false  pretences. — ^In  what  respect,  therefore* 
am  I  to  be  deemed  a  vagnint?  Answer 
boldly,  without  fear  or  scruple." 

To  this  interrogation  the  misanthrope  re- 
plied, with  a  faultering  accent, — "  If  not  a 
vagrant,  you  incur  the  penalty  for  riding 
armed  in  affray  of  the  peace.'  "  But,  in- 
stead of  riding  armed  in  affray  of  the  peace," 
resumed  the  other,  "  I  ride  in  preservation 
of  the  peace ;  and  gentleman  are  allowed  by 
the  law  to  wear  wrnour  for  their  defence. 
Some  ride  with  blunderbusses,  some  with 
pistols,  some  with  swords,  according  to  their 
various  inclinations.  Mine  is  to  wear  the 
armour  of  my  forefathers  ;  perhaps  I  use 
them  for  exercise,  in  order  to  accustom  my- 
self  to  fatigue,  and  strengthen  my  constitu- 
tion ;  perhaps  I  assume  tnem  for  a  frolic." 

"  But  if  you  swagger  armed  and  in  dis- 
^lise,  assault  me  on  the  highway,  or  put  me 
in  bodily  fear,  for  the  sake  of  the  jest,  the 
law  will  punish  you  in  earnest,"  cried  the 
other.  "  But  my  intention,"  answered  the 
knight,  "  is  carefully  to  avoid  all  those  oc- 
casions of  offence."  "  Then,"  said  Ferret, 
"  you  may  go  unarmed  like  other  sober  peo- 
pie."    "  Not  S0|"  answered  the  knight,  "  at 
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I  propose  to  travel  all  times,  and  in  all  places, 
mine  armour  may  guard  me  against  the  at- 
tempts of  treachery ;  it  may  defend  me  in 
combat  against  odds,  should  I  be  assaulted 
by  a  multitude,  or  have  occasion  to  bring 
malefactors  to  justice." 

"  What,  then,"  exclaimed  the  philosopher, 
"  you  intend  to  co-operate  with  the  honour- 
able fi*aternity  of  thief-takers !"  '*  I  do  pur- 
pose," said  the  youth,  eyeing  him  with  a 
look  of  ineffable  contempt,  '*to  act  as  a  coad- 
jutor to  the  law,  and  even  to  remedy  evils 
which  the  law  cannot  reach;  to  detect  fraud 
and  treason,  abase  insolence,  mortify  pride, 
discourage  slander,  disgrace  immodesty,  and 
stigmatize  ingratitude :  but  the  infamous  part 
of  a  thief-catcher's  character  I  disclaim.  I 
neither  associate  with  robbers  and  pick- 
pockets, knowing  them  to  be  such,  that,  in 
being  intrusted  with  their  secrets,  I  may  the 
more  effectually  betray  them ;  nor  shall  I 
ever  pocket  the  reward  granted  by  the  legis- 
lature to  those  by  whom  robbers  are  brought 
to  conviction :  but  I  shall  always  think  it  my 
duty  to  rid  my  country  of  that  pernicious 
vermin,  which  preys  upon  the  bowels  of  the 
commonwealth — ^not  but  that  an  incorporated 
company  of  licensed  thieves  might,  under 
proper  regulations,  be  of  service  to  the  com- 
munity." 

Ferret,  emboldened  by  the  passive  tame- 
ness  with  which  the  stranger  bore  his  last 
reflection,  be^n  to  think  he  had  nothing  of 
Hector  but  his  outside,  and  gave  a  loose  to 
all  the  acrimony  of  his  party-rancour.  Hear- 
ing the  knight  mention  a  company  of  li- 
censed  thieves, — «•  What  else,"  cried  he,  "  is 
the  majority  of  the  nation  1  What  is  your 
standing  army  at  home,  that  eat  up  their 
fellow-subiects  ?  What  are  your  mercenaries 
abroad,  whom  you  hire  to  fight  their  own 
quarrels  ?  What  is  your  mintia,  that  wise 
measure  of  a  sacfacious  ministry,  but  a  larger 
gang  of  petty  Sieves,  who  steal  sheep  and 
poultry  through  mere  idleness ;  and  were 
they  confronted  with  an  enemy,  would  steal 

themselves  away  T     What  is  your but 

a  knot  of  thieves,  who  pillage  the  nation 
under  colour  of  law,  and  enrich  themselves 
with  the  wreck  of  their  country  1  When 
you  consider  the  enormous  debt  of  above  an 
hundred  millions,  the  intolerable  load  of 
taxes  and  impositions  under  which  we  groan, 
and  the  manner  in  which  that  buroen  is 
yearly  accumulating,  to  support  two  German 
electorates,  without  our  receiving  any  thing 
in  return,  but  the  shows  of  triumph  and  sha- 
dows of  conquest :  I  say,  when  you  reflect 
on  these  circumstances,  and  at  the  same 
time  behold  our  cities  filled  with  bankrupts, 
and  our  country  with  beggars,  can  you  be  so 
ii^atuated  as  to  deny  tna,t  the  ministry  is. 
mad,  or  worse  than  mad  ;  our  wealth  exhaust- 
ed, our  people  miserable,  our  credit  blasted, 
and  our  state  on  the  brink  of  perdition  1 
This  prospect,  indeed,  will  make  the  hunter 


impression,  if  we  recollect  that  we  ourselves 
are  a  pack  of  such  profligate,  corrupted, 
pusillanimous  rascals,  as  deserve  no  salva- 
tion." 

The  stranger,  raising  his  voice  to  a  loud 
tone,  replied, — "  Such,  indeed,  are  the  in- 
sinuations, equally  false  and  insidious,  with 
which  the  desperate  emissaries  of  a  party 
endeavour  to  poison  the  minds  of  his  majes- 
ty's subjects,  in  defiance  of  common  honesty 
and  common  sense.  But  he  must  be  blind 
to  all  perception,  and  dead  to  candour,  who 
does  not  see  and  own  that  we  are  involved 
in  a  just  and  necessary  war,  which  has  been 
maintained  on  truly  British  principles,  pro- 
secuted with  vigour,  and  crowned  with  suc- 
cess ;  that  our  taxes  are  easy,  in  proportion 
to  our  wealth :  that  our  conquests  are  ^ually 

§loriou8  and  important :  that  our  commerce 
ourishes,  our  people  are  happy,  and  our 
enemies  reduced  to  despair.  Is  there  a  man 
who  boasts  a  British  heart,  that  repines  at 
the  success  and  prosperity  of  his  country  1 
Such  there  are,  O  shame  to  patriotism,  and 
reproach  to  Great  Britain  !  who  act  as  the 
emissaries  of  France,  both  in  word  and  writ- 
ing ;  who  exaggerate  our  necessary  burdens, 
magnify  our  dangers,  extol  the  power  of  our 
enemies,  deride  our  victories,  extenuate  our 
conquests,  condemn  the  measures  of  our  go- 
vernment, and  scatter  the  seeds  of  dissatis- 
faction through  the  land.  Such  domestic 
traitors  are  doubly  the  objects  of  detestation ; 
first,  in  perverting  truth ;  and,  secondly,  in 
propagating  falsehood,  to  the  prejudice  of 
that  community  of  which  they  have  professed 
themselves  members.  One  of  these  is  well 
known  by  the  name  of  Ferret,  an  old,  ran- 
corous, incorrigible  instrument  of  sedition : 
happy  it  is  for  mm  that  he  has  never  fallen 
in  my  way ;  for,  notwithstanding  the  max- 
ims of  forbearance  which  I  have  adopted,  the 
indignation  which  the  character  of  that  cai- 
tifi^  inspires  would  probably  impel  me  to  some 
act  of  violence,  and  I  should  crush  him  like 
an  ungrateful  viper,  that  gnawed  the  bosom 
which  warmed  it  into  life !" 

These  last  words  were  pronounced  with  a 
wildness  of  look,  that  even  bordered  upon 
frenzy.  The  misanthrope  once  more  retired 
to  the  pantry  for  shelter,  and  the  rest  of  the 
guests  were  evidently  disconcerted. 

Mr  Fillet,  in  order  to  change  the  conver- 
sation, which  was  likely  to  produce  serious 
consequences,  expressed  uncommon  satisfac- 
tion at  the  remarks  which  the  knight  had 
made,  signified  his  approbation  of  the  honour- 
able office  he  had  undertaken,  declared  him- 
self happy  in  having  seen  such  an  accom- 
plished cavalier,  and  observed,  that  nothing 
was  wanting  to  render  him  a  complete 
knight-errant,  but  some  celebrated  beauty, 
the  mistress  of  his  heart,  whose  idea  might 
animate  his  breast,  and  strengthen  his  arm 
to  the  utmost  exertion  of  valour :  he  added, 
that  love  was  the  soul  of  chivalry.* 
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The  stranger  started  at  this  discourse.  He 
turned  his  eye  on  the  surffeon  with  a  fixed 
regard  ;  bis  countenance  changed ;  a  torrent 
of  tears  gushed  down  his  cheeks  ;  his  head 
sunk  upon  his  bosom  ;  he  heaved  a  profound 
sigh,  and  remained  in  silence  with  all  the 
external  marks  of  unutterable  sorrow.  The 
company  were,  in  some  measure,  infected 
by  his  despondence,  concerning  the  cause  of 
which,  however,  they  would  not  venture  to 
inouire. 

Bv  this  time  the  landladv,  having  disposed 
of  the  squire,  desired  to  know,  with  many 
courtesies,  if  his  honour  would  not  choose  to 
put  off  his  wet  garments,  assuring  him,  that 
she  had  a  very  good  feather-bed  at  his  service, 
upon  which  many  gentlevolks  of  the  virst 
quality  had  lain  ;  that  the  sheets  were  well 
aired,  and  that  Dolly  would  warm  them  for 
his  worship  with  a  pan  of  coals."  This  hos- 
pitable offer  being  repeated,  he  seemed  to 
wake  from  a  trance  of  grief,  arose  from  his 
seat,  and  bowing  courteously  to  the  company, 
withdrew. 

Captain  Crowe,  whose  faculty  of  speech 
had  been  all  this  time  absorbed  in  amazement, 
now  broke  into  the  conversation  with  a  volley 
of  interjections : — *'  Split  my  snatch.block  ! 
— Odd's  firkin! — Splice  my  old  shoes! — I 
have  sailed  the  salt  seas,  brother,  since  I  was 
no  higher  than  the  Triton's  taffrel— east, 
west,  north,  and  south,  as  the  saying  is— 
Blacks,  Indians,  Moors,  Morattos,  and  Sea- 
poys ;— but,  smite  my  timbers !  such  a  man 
of  war—" 

Here  he  was  Interrupted  by  his  nephew, 
Tom  Clarke,  who  had  disappeared  at  the 
knight's  first  entrance,  and  now  produced 
himself  with  an  eagerness  in  his  look,  while 
the  tears  started  in  his  eyes.  '*  Jjord  bless 
my  soul !"  cried  he,  **  1  know  that  gentleman 
and  his  servant,  as  well  as  I  know  my  own 
father.  I  am  his  own  godson,  uncle ;  he 
stood  for  me  when  he  was  a  boy — ^yes,  in- 
deed, sir,  my  father  was  steward  to  the  estate 
— ^I  may  say  I  was  bred  up  in  the  family  of 
Sir  Everhard  Greaves,  who  has  been  dead 
these  two  years— this  is  the  only  son,  Sir 
Launcelot ;  the  best  natured,  worthy,  gener- 
ous gentleman — I  care  not  who  knows  it :  I 
love  him  as  well  as  if  he  was  my  own  fiesh 
and  blood — " 

At  this  period,  Tom,  whose  heart  was  of 
the  melting  mood,  began  to  sob  and  weep 
plenteoufily,  from  pure  affection.  Crowe, 
w^p  was  not  very  subject  to  these  tender- 
nesses, d— d  him  for  a  chicken-hearted  lub- 
ber; repeating,  wiih  much  peevishness, — 
"  What  do'st  cry  for  ?  what  do'st  cry  for, 
noddy  1"  The  surgeon,  impatient  to  know 
the  story  of  Sir  Launcelot,  which  he  had 
heard  imperfectly  recounted,  begged  that  Mr 
Clarke  would  compose  himself,  and  relate  it 
as  circumstantially  as  his  memory  could  re- 
tain the  particulars;  and  Tom,  wiping  his 
eyes,  pronised  to  give  him  that  satisfaction ; 


which  the  reader,  if  he  be  so  minded,  nay 
partake  in  the  next  chapter. 

CHAPTER  in. 

Which  the  reader,  on  perusal,  may  toieh 
were  chapter  the  last. 

Thb  doctor  prescribed  a  repetatur  of  the 
jalap,  and  mixed  the  ingredients  secundum 
artem ;  Tom  Clarke  hemmed  thrice,  to  clear 
his  pipes ;  while  the  rest  of  the  company, 
including  Dolly  and  her  mother,  who  had  by 
this  time  administered  to  the  knight,  com- 
posed themselves  into  earnest  and  hushed 
attention.  Then  the  young  lawyer  began 
bis  narrative  to  this  eTOct  :— 

"  I  tell  ye  what,  gemmen,  I  don't  pretend 
in  this  here  case  to  flourish  and  harangue 
like  a — Shaving  never  been  called  to-4»ut 
what  of  that  dv'e  see  1 — ^perhaps  I  may  know 
as  much  as — ^nicts  are  ftcts,  as  the  saying 
is.  I  shall  tell,  repeat,  and  relate,  a  phun 
story — matters  of  fact,  d'ye  see,  without 
rhetoric,  oratory,  ornament,  or  embellisb- 
ment ;  without  repetition,  tautology,  circum- 
locution, or  g^ing  about  the  bush;  facts 
which  I  shall  aver,  partly  on  the  testimony 
of  my  own  knowledge,  and  partly  from  the 
information  of  responsible  evidences  of  good 
repute  and  credit,  any  circumstance  known 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding : — for,  as  the 
law  saith,  if  so  be  as  how  there  is  an  excep- 
tion  to  evidence,  that  exception  is  in  its 
nature  but  a  denial  of  what  is  taken  to  be 
good  by  the  other  party,  and  exceptio  in  non 
exceptis  firmat  regulam,  d'ye  see. — But 
howsomever,  in  regard  to  this  here  affair,  we 
need  not  be  so  scrupulous  as  if  we  were 
pleading  before  a  jud^  sedente  curta." 

Ferret,  whose  curiosity  was  rather  more 
eager  than  that  of  any  other  person  in  this 
audience,  being  provoked  by  this  preamble, 
dashed  the  pipe  he  had  just  filled  m  pieces 
against  the  grate ;  and  after  having  pro- 
nounced the  interjection  pish !  with  an  acri- 
mony of  aspect  altogether  peculiar  to  himself, 
— **  If,"  said  he,  *♦  impertinence  and  folly 
were  felony  by  the  statute,  there  would  be 
no  want  of  unexceptionable  evidence  to  hang 
such  an  eternal  babbler."  *'  Anan,  babbler !'' 
cried  Tom,  reddening  with  passion,  and 
starting  up,  **  I'd  have  you  to  know,  sir,  that 
I  can  bite  as  well  as  babble ;  and  that,  if  I 
am  so  minded,  I  can  run  upon  the  foot  after 
my  ^me  without  being  in  fault,  as  the  say- 
ing IS ;  and  which  is  more,  I  can  shake  an 
old  fox  by  the  collar." 

How  nir  this  young  lawyer  miffht  have 
proceeded  to  prove  himself  staunch  on  the 
person  of  the  misanthrope,  if  he  had  not  been 
prevented,  we  shall  not  determine ;  but  the 
whole  company  were  alarmed  at  his  looks 
and  expressions.  DoUv's  rosy  cheeks  as- 
sumed an  ash-colour,  while  she  ran  between 
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the  disputantSy  crying, — "  Naay,  naay — vor 
the  love  of  God  doant  then,  doant  then  !*' 
But  Captain  Crowe  exerted  a  parental  au- 
thority  over  his  nephew,  saying, — **  Avast, 
Tom,  avast !  snug's  the  word-— we*U  have  no 
boarding,  d'ye  see.  Haul  forward  thy  chair 
again,  take  thy  berth,  and  proceed  with  thy 
story  in  a  direct  course,  without  yawing 
like  a  Dutch  yanky." 

Tom,  thus  tutored,  recollected  himself,  re- 
sumed his  seat,  and,  atler  some  pause,  plunged 
at  once  into  the  current  of  narration. — *'  I 
told  you  before,  gemmen,  that  the  gentleman 
in  armour  was  the  only  son  of  Sir  Everhard 
Greaves,  who  possessed  a  free  estate  of  five 
thousand  a  year  in  our  county,  and  was 
respected  by  all  his  neighbours  as  much  for 
his  personal  merit  as  for  his  family  fortune. 
With  respect  to  his  son  Launcelot,  whom 
vou  have  seen,  I  can  remember  nothing  until 
he  returned  from  the  university,  about  thje 
age  of  seventeen,  and  then  I  myself  was  not 
more  than  ten  years  old.  The  young  gentle- 
man was  at  that  time  in  mourning'  for  his 
mother;  though,  God  he  knows,  Sir  Everhard 
had  more  cause  to  rejoice  than  to  be  afflicted 
at  her  death :  for,  amons  firiends  (here  he 
lowered  his  voice,  and  looked  round  the 
kitchen),  she  was  very  whimsical,  expensive, 
ill-tempered,  and  Vm  afraid,  a  little — upon 
the — ^flighty  order — a  little  touched  or  so ; 
but  mum  for  that — ^the  lady  is  now  dead ;  and 
it  is  my  maxim,  de  moriuis  nil  nisi  bonum. 
The  younff  squire  was  even  then  very  hand- 
some, and  looked  remarkably  well  in  his 
weepers;  but  he  had  an  awkward  air  and 
shambling  gait,  stooped  mortally,  and  was 
so  shy  and  silent  that  he  would  not  look  a 
stranger  in  the  face,  nor  open  his  mouth  be- 
fore company.  Whenever  he  spied  a  horse 
or  carriage  at  the  gate,  he  would  make  his 
escape  into  the  garden,  and  from  thence  into 
the  park ;  where  many  is  the  good  time  and 
often  he  has  been  found  sitting  under  a  tree, 
with  a  book  in  his  hand,  reading  Greek, 
Latin,  and  other  foreign  lingos. 

"Sir  Everhard  himself  was  no  great 
scholar,  and  my  father  had  forgot  his  class- 
ical leamin? ;  and  so  the  rector  of  the  parish 
was  desired  to  examine  young  Launcelot. 
It  was  a  long  time  before  he  found  an  oppor- 
tunity ;  the  squire  always  gave  him  the  slip. 
At  length  the  parson  catched  him  in  bed  of 
a  morning,  and  locking  the  d0or,  to  it  they 
went  tooth  and  nail.  What  passed  betwixt 
them  the  Lord  in  heaven  knows ;  but,  when 
the  doctor  came  forth,  he  looked  wild  and 
bag^rd  as  if  he  had  seen  a  ghost,  his  fiice 
as  white  as  paper,  and  his  lips  tremblings  like 
an  aspen  leaf.  'Parsoni'  said  the  knight, 
/  what  is  the  matter  1 — how  do'st  find  my  soni 
I  hope  he  won't  turn  out  a  ninny,  and  dis- 
grace bis  family !'  The  doctor,  wiping  the 
sweat  from  his  forehead,  replied,  with  some 
hesitation, — ^  he  could  not  tell — ^he  hoped  the 
best — the  squire  was  to  be  sure  a  very  extra- 


ordinary young  gentleman.'  But  the  father 
urging  him  to  give  an  explicit  answer,  he 
frankly  declared,  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  son 
would  turn  out  either  a  mirror  of  wisdom  or 
a  monument  of  folly ;  for  his  genius  and  dis- 
position were  altogether  preternatural.  The 
knight  was  sorely,  vexed  at  this  declaration, 
and  signified  his  displeasure  by  saying,  the 
doctor,  like  a  true  priest,  dealt  in  mysteries 
and  oracles,  that  would  admit  of  different  and 
indeed  contrary  interpretations.  He  after- 
wards consulted  my  father,  who  had  served 
as  steward  upon  the  estate  for  above  thirty 
years,  and  acquired  a  considerable  share  of 
his  favour.—*  Will  Clarke,'  said  he,  with 
tears  in  his  eyes,  *  what  shall  I  do  with  this 
unfortunate  lad?  I  would  to  God  he  had 
never  been  bom ;  for  I  fear  he  will  bring  my 

frey  hairs  with  sorrow  to  the  grave.  When 
am  ^one,  he  will  throw  away  the  estate, 
and  bring  himself  to  infamy  and  ruin,  by 
keeping  company  with  rooks  and  beggars. 
O  Will!  I  could  forgive  extravagance  in  a 
young  man  ;  but  it  breaks  my  heart  to  see 
my  only  son  give  such  repeated  proofs  of  a. 
mean  spirit  and  sordid  disposition  !' 

**  Here  the  old  gentleman  shed  a  flood  of 
tears,  and  not  without  some  shadow  of  rea- 
son. By  this  time  Launcelot  was  grown  so 
reserved  to  his  father,  that  he  seldom  saw 
him,  or  any  of  his  relations,  except  when  he 
was  in  a  manner  forced  to  appear  at  table, 
and  there  his  bashfulness  seemed  every  day 
to  increase.  On  the  other  hand,  he  had 
formed  some  very  stranore  connections. 
Every  morning  he  visited  the  stable,  where 
he  not  only  conversed  with  the  grooms  and 
helpers,  but  scraped  acquaintance  with  the 
horses  :  he  fed  his  fiivourites  with  his  own 
hand,  stroaked,  caressed  and  rode  them  by 
turns :  till  at  last  they  grew  so  familiar,  that, 
even  when  they  were  a-field  at  grass,  and 
saw  him  at  a  distance,  they  would  toss  their 
manes,  whinny  like  so  many  colts  at  sight 
of  the  dam,  and  galloping  up  to  the  place 
where  he  stood,  smell  him  all  over. 

"  You  must  know  that  I  myself,  tliough  a 
child,  was  his  companion  in  all  these  excur- 
sions. He  took  a  liking  to  me  on  account 
of  my  being  his  godson,  and  gave  me  more 
money  than  I  knew  what  to  do  with  :  he  had 
alvfays  plenty  of  cash  for  the  asking,  as  my 
father  was  ordered  to  supply  him  liberally, 
the  knight  thinking  that  a  command  of 
money  might  help  to  raise  his  thoughts  to  a 
proper  consideration  of  his  own  importance. 
He  never  could  endure  a  common  beggar, 
that  was  not  either  in  a  state  of  infancy  or 
of  old  age ;  but,  in  other  respects,  he  made 
the  guineas  fly  in  such  a  manner,  as  looked 
more  like  madness  than  generosity.  He 
had  no  communication  with  your  rich  yeo- 
men, but  rather  treated  them  and  their  fami- 
lies with  studied  contempt,  because,  forsooth, 
they  pretended  to  assume  the  dress  and 
I  manners  of  the  gentry. 
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**  They  kept  their  footmen,  their  saddle- 
horses,  and  cnaises :  their  wives  and  daugrh. 
tcrs  appeared  in  their  jewels,  their  silks, 
and  their  satins,  their  negligees  and  trolo- 
pees;  their  clumsy  shanks,  like  so  many 
chines '  of  beef,  were  cased  in  silk-hose  and 
embroidered  slippers  ;  their  raw-red  fingers, 
gross  as  the  pipes  of  a  chamber-organ, 
which  had  been  employed  in  milking  the 
cows,  in  twirling  the  mop  or  churn-staflf, 
being  adorned  with  diamonds,  were  taught 
to  thrum  the  pandola,  and  'even  to  touch 
the  keys  of  the  harpsichord  !  Nay,  in 
every  village  they  kept  a  route,  and  set  up 
an  assembly ;  and  in  one  place  a  hog-butcher 
was  master  of  the  ceremonies. 

*'  I  have  heard  Mr  Greaves  ridicule  them 
for  their  vanity  and  awkward  imitation ; 
and  therefore,  I  believe,  he  avoided  all  con- 
cerns with  them,  even  when  they  endea- 
voured to  engage  his  attention.  It  was  the 
lower  sort  of  people  with  whom  he  chiefly 
conversed,  such  as  ploughmen,  ditchers,  and 
other  day-labourers.  To  every  cottager  in 
the  parish  be  was  a  bounteous  benemctor. 
He  was,  in  the  literal  sense  of  the  word,  a 
careful  overseer  of  the  poor;  for  he  went 
from  house  to  house,  industriously  inquiring 
into  the  distresses  of  the  people.  He  re- 
paired their  huts,  clothed  their  backs,  filled 
their  bellies,  and  supplied  them  with  necessa- 
ries for  exercising  their  industiy  and  different 
occupations. 

'*ril  give  you  one  instance  now,  as  a 
specimen  of  his  character.  He  and  I,  stroll- 
ing one  day  on  the  side  of  a  common,  saw 
two  boys  picking  hips  and  haws  firom  the 
hedges :  one  seemed  to  be  about  five,  and  the 
other  a  year  older ;  they  were  both  barefoot 
and  ragged,  but  at  the  same  time  fat,  lair, 
and  in  good  condition.  *  Who  do  you  be- 
long toV  said  Mr  Greaves.  'To  Mary 
Stile,'  replied  the  oldest,  *  the  widow  that 
rents  one  of  them  housen.'  'And  how 
do'st  live,  my  boy  1  thou  lookest  firesh  and 
jolly,'  resumed  the  squire.  'Lived  well 
enough  till  yesterday,'  answered  the  child. 
'  Ana.  pray  what  happened  yesterday,  my 
lK>y  V  continued  Mr  Greaves.  'Happened!' 
said  he,  '  why  mammy  had  a  coople  of  little 
Welch  keawes,  that  gi'en  milk  enough  to 
fill  all  our  bellies ;  mammy's,  and  mine,  and 
Dick's  here,  and  mv  two  little  sisters  at 
hoam  :  yesterday  the  squire  seized  the 
ke.awe8  for  rent,  God  rot'un!  Mammy's 
ffone  to  bed  sick  and  sulky :  my  two  sisters 
be  crying  at  hoam  vor  vood ;  and  Dick  and 
I  be  come  hither  to  pick  haws  and  bullies.' 

«( My  godfiither's  lace  grew  red  as  scarlet; 
he  took  one  of  the  children  in  either  hand, 
and  leading  them  towards  the  house,  found 
Sir  Everbard  talking  with  my  father  before 
the  gate.  Instead  of  avoiding  the  old  gen- 
tleman,  a^  usual,  he  brushed  up  to  him  with 
a  spirit  he  had  never  shown  before,  and 
presenting  the  two  ragged  boys, — '  Surely, 


sir,'  said  he,  'you  will  not  countenance 
that  there  rufiSan,  your  steward,  in  oppressing 
the  widow  and  fatherless  1  On  pretence  of 
distraining  for  the  rent  of  a  cottage,  he  has  rob- 
bed the  mother  of  these  and  other  poor  infant 
orphans  of  two  cows,  which  afibrded  them 
their  whole  sustenance.  Shall  you  be  con- 
cerned in  tearing  the  hard-earned  morsel 
from  the  mouth  of  indigence  ?  Shall  your 
name,  which  has  been  so  long  mentioned  as 
a  blessing,  be  now  detested  as  a  curse  by 
the  poor,  the  helpless,  and  forlorn  1  The 
fiither  of  these  babes  was  once  your  game- 
keeper, who  died  of  a  consumption  caught 
in  your  service.  You  see  they  are  almost 
naked — ^I  found  them  plucking  haws  and 
sloes,  in  order  to  appease  their  hunger. 
The  wretched  mother  is  starving  in  a  cold 
cottage,  distracted  with  the  cries  of  other 
two  infants,  clamorous  for  food :  and  while 
her  heart  is  bursting  with  anguish  and  des- 
pair, she  invokes  Heaven  to  avenge  the 
widow's  cause  upon  the  head  of  her  unre- 
lenting landlord  !' 

"This  unexpected  address  brought  tears 
into  the  eyes  of  the  good  old  gentleman. 
'  Will  Clarke,'  said  he  to  my  father, '  how 
durst  you  abuse  my  authority  at  this  ratel 
Yon  who  know  I  have  been  always  a  pro- 
tector, not  an  oppressor,  of  the  needy  and 
unfortunate.  I  charge  you,  go  immediately 
and  comfort  this  poor  woman  with  immediate 
relief;  instead  of  her  own  cows,  let  her  have 
two  of  the  best  milch  cows  of  my  dairy : 
they  shall  graze  in  my  parks  in  summer, 
ana  be  foddered  with  my  hay  in  winter. 
She  shall  sit  rent-free  for  life :  and  I  will 
take  care  of  these  her  poor  orphans.' 

"  This  was  a  veiy  afiecting  scene.  Mr 
Launcelot  took  his  father's  hand  and  kissed 
it,  while  the  tears  ran  down  his  cheeks; 
and  Sir  Everbard  embraced  his  son  with 
great  tenderness,  crying — '  My  dear  boy ! 
God  be  praised  for  having  given  you  such  a 
feeling  heart.'  My  father  himself  was 
moved,  thof  a  practitioner  of  the  law,  and 
consequently  used  to  distresses.  He  decla- 
red, that  he  had  given  no  directions  to  dis- 
train ;  and  that  the  bailifi!*  must  have  done  it 
by  his  own  authority.  '  If  that  be  the  case,' 
said  the  young  squire,  '  let  the  inhuman 
rascal  be  turned  out  of  our  service.' 

"  Well,  gemmen,  all  the  children  were 
immediately  clothed  and  fed,  and  the  poor 
widow  had  well-nigh  run  distracted  with 
joy.  The  old  knight,  being  of  a  humane 
temper  himself,  was  pleased  to  see  such 
proo6  of  his  son's  generosity :  he  was  not 
angry  at  his  spending  his  money,  but  at 
squandering  away  his  time  among  the  dregs 
of  the  people.  For  you  must  know,  he  not 
only  made  matches,  portioned  poor  maid- 
ens, and  set  up  young  couples  that  came  to- 
gether without  money ;  but  he  mingled  in 
every  rustic  diversion,  and  bore  away  the 
prize  in  every  contest.    He  excelled  every 
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swain  of  that  distHct  in  feats  of  strength 
and  activity  :  in  leaping,  running,  wrestling, 
cricket,  cudgel-playing,  and  pitching  the  bar; 
and  was  confessed  to  be,  out  of  sight,  the 
best  dancer  at  all  wakes  and  holidays :  happy 
was  the  country  .girl  who  could  engage  the 
young  squire  as  her  partner.  To'  be  sure, 
it  was  a  comely  sight  for  to  see  as  how  the 
buxom  country-lasses,  fresh  and  fragrant, 
and  blushing  like  the  rose,  in  their  best  ap- 

Sarel  dight,  their  white  hose,  and  clean  short 
imity  petticoats,  their  gaudy  crowns  of 
printed  cotton ;  their  top-knots  and  stomach- 
ers, bedizened  with  bunches  of  ribands  of 
various  colours,  green,  pink  and  yellow  ;  to 
see  them  crowned  with  garlands,  and  assem- 
bled on  May-day,  to  dance  before  squire 
Launcelot,  as  he  made  his  morning's  pro- 
gress through  the  villa^:  Then  all  the 
young  peasants  made  their  appearance  with 
cockades,  suited  to  the  fancies  of  their  seve- 
ral sweethearts,  and  boughs  of  flowering 
hawthorn.  The  children  sported  about  like 
flocks  of  frisking  lambs,  or  the  young  fry 
swarming  under  the  sunny  bank  of  some 
meandering  river.  The  old  men  and  women, 
in  their  holiday-garments,  stood  at  their 
doore  to  receive  their  benefactor,  and  poured 
forth  blessings  on  him  as  he  passeo :  the 
children  welcomed  him  witli  their  shrill 
shouts,  the  damsels  with  songs  of  praise, 
and  the  young  men,  with  the  pipe  and  ta- 
bor, marched  i>efbre  him  to  the  May-pole, 
which  was  bedecked  with  flowers  and  bloom. 
There  the  rural  dance  began :  ^  plentiful 
dinner,  with  oceans  of  good  liquor,  was  be- 
spoke at  the  White  Hart :  the  whole  village 
was  regaled  at  the  squire's  expense ;  and 
both  the  day  and  the  night  were  spent  in 
mirth  and  pleasure. 

**  Lord  help  you !  he  could  not  rest  if  he 
thought  there  was  an  aching  heart  !n  the 
whole  parish.  Every  paltry  cottage  was  in 
a  little  time  converted  into  a  pretty,  snug, 
comfortable  habitation,  with  a  wooden  pordi 
at  the  door,  glass  casements  in  the  windows, 
and  a  little  garden  behind,  well  stored  with 
greens,  roots,  and  sallads.  In  a  word,  the 
poor's  rate  was  reduced  to  a  mere  trifle ; 
and  one  would  have  thought  the  golden  age 
was  revived  in  Yorkshire.  But,  as  I  told 
you  before,  the  old  knight  could  not  bear  to 
see  his  only  son  so  wholly  attached  to  these 
lowly  pleasures,  while  he  indi|||riously  shun- 
ned  all  opportunities  of  appfeftring  in  that 
superior  sphere  to  which  he  was  designed  by 
nature  and  by  fortune.  He  imputed  his  con- 
duct to  meanness  of  spirit,  and  advised  with 
my  flither  touching  the  properest  expedient 
to  wean  his  affections  from  such  low-bom 
pursuits.  My  father  counselled  him  to  send 
Xhe  young  gentleman  up  to  London,  to  be  en- 
tered as  a  student  in  the  Temple,  and  re- 
commended him  to  the  superintendence  of 
some  person  who  knew  the  ^wn,  and  might 
0Dgsge  him  insensibly  in  smk  attiusements 


and  connexions,  as  would  soon  lifl  his  ideas 
above  the  humble  objects  on  which  they  had 
been  hitherto  employed.  This  advice  ap- 
peared so  salutary,  that  it  was  followed  with- 
out the  least  hesitation.  The  young  squire 
himself  was  perfectly  well  satisfied  with  the 
proposal ;  and  in  a  few  days  he  set  out  for 
the  great  city :  but  there  was  not  a  dry  eye 
in  the  parish  at  his  departure,  although  he 
prevailed  upon  his  &ther  to  pay  in  his  ab- 
sence all  the  pensions  he  had  granted  to 
those  who  could  not  live  on  the  fruit  of  their 
own  industry.  In  what  manner  he  spent  his 
time  in  London,  it  is  none  of  my  business  to 
inquire ;  thof  I  know  pretty  well  what  kind 
of  lives  are  led  by  gemmen  of  your  inns  of 
court.  I  myself  once  belonged  to  Serjeant's 
Inn,  and  was  perhaps  as  good  a  wit  and  a 
critic  as  any  templar  of  them  all.  Nay>  as 
for  that  matter,  thof  I  despise  vanity,  I  can 
aver  with  a  safe  conscience,  that  I  had  once 
the  honour  to  belong  to  the  society  called 
the  town:  we  were  all  of  us  attorney's 
clerks,  gemmen,  and  had  our  meetings  at  an 
ale-house  in  Butcher  Row,  where  we  regu- 
lated the  diversions  of  the  theatre. 

"  But  to  return  from  this  digression  :  Sir 
Everhard  Greaves  did  not  seem  to  be  very 
well  pleased  with  the  conduct  of  his  son  at 
London.  He  got  notice  of  some  irregulari- 
ties and  scrapes  into  which  he  had  fallen ; 
and  the  squire  seldom  wrote  his  father,  ex- 
cept to  draw  upon  him  for  money ;  which  he 
did  so  fast,  that  in  eighteen  months  tlie  old 
gentleman  lost  all  patience. 

''  At  this  period  Squire  Darnel  chanced  to 
die,  leaving  an  only  daughter,  a  minor,  heir- 
ess of  three  thousand  a-year,  under  the 
guardianship  of  her  uncle  Anthony,  whose 
brutal  character  all  the  world  knows.  The 
breath  was  no  sooner  out  of  his  brother's 
body,  than  he  resolved,  if  possible,  to  suc- 
ceed him  in  parliament  as  representative  for 
the  borough  of  Ashenton.  Now  you  must 
know,  that  this  borough  had  beeri  for  manj 
years  a  bone  of  contention  between  the  fami- 
lies of  Greaves  and  Darnel ;  and  at  length 
the  difierence  was  compromised  by  the  inter- 
position of  friehds,  on  condition  that  Sir 
Everhard  and  Squire  Darnol  should  alter- 
nately represent  the  place  in  parliament. 
They  agreed  to  this  compromise  for  their 
mutual  convenience ;  but  they  were  never 
heartily  reconciled.  Their  political  princi- 
ples did  not  tally;  and  their  wives  looked 
upon  each  other  as  rivals  in  fortune  and  mag- 
nificence :  so  that  there  was  no  intercourse 
between  them,  thof  they  lived  in  the  same 
neighbourhood.  On  the  contrary,  in  all  dis- 
putes they  constantly  headed  the  oppositis 
parties.  Sir  Everhard  understanding  that 
Anthony  Darnel  had  begun  to  canvass,  and 
was  putting  every  iron  in  the  fire,  in  viola^ 
tion  and  contempt  of  the  pactum  faimUi€t 
before  mentioned,  fell  into  a  violent  passion, 
that  brought  on  a  severe  fit  of  the  gout ;  by 
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which  he  was  disabled  from  gimg  peFsonal 
attention  to  his  own  interest.  My  father,  in- 
deed, employed  all  his  diligence  and  addiesS) 
and  spared  neither  money,  time,  nor  con- 
stitution, till  at  length  he  drank  himself  into 
a  consumption,  which  was  the  death  of  him. 
But,  after  all,  there  is  a  great  4jfference  be- 
tween a  steward  and  a  principal.  Mr  Dar- 
nel atteqded  in  propria  persona,  flattered 
and  caressed  the  women,  feasted  the  elec- 
tors, hired  mobs,  made  processions,  and 
scattered  about  his  money  in  such  a  manner, 
that  our  friends  durst  hardly  show  their  heads 
in  public.        * '  % 

*<  At  this  very  crisis,  our  young  squire,  to 
whom  his  father  had  written  an  account  of 
the  transaction,  arrived  unexpectedly  at 
Gravesbury-hall,  and  had  a  long  private  con- 
ference with  Sir  Everhard.  The  news  of 
his  return  spread  like  wild-fire  through  all 
that  part  of  the  country,  bonfires  were  made, 
and  the  bells  set  a-ringing  in  several  towns 
and  steeples ;  and  next  morning  above  seven 
hundred  people  were  assembled  at  the  gate, 
with  music,  flags,  and  streamers,  to  welcome 
their  younff  squire,  and  accompany  him  to 
the  borough  of  Ashen  ton.  He  set  out  on 
foot  with  his  retinue,  and  entered  one  end 
of  the  town  just  as  Mr  Darnel's  mob  had 
come  in  at  the  other.  Both  arrived  about 
the  same  time  at  the  market  place ;  but  Mr 
Darnel,  mounting  first  into  the  balcony  of 
the  town-house,  made  a  long  speech  to  the 
people  in  favour  of  his  own  pretensions,  not 
without  some  invidious  reflections  glanced 
at  Sir  Everhard,  his  competitor. 

*<  We  did  not  much  mind  the  acclamation 
of  his  party,  which  we  knew  had  been  hired 
for  the  purpose  ;  but  we  were  in  some  pain 
for  Mr  Greaves,  who  had  not  been  used  to 
speak  in  public.  He  took  his  turn,  how- 
ever, in  the  balcony,  and,  uncovering  his 
head,  bowed  all  around  with  the  most  enga- 
ffinf  courtesy.  He  was  dressed  in  a  green 
frock  trimmed  with  gold,  and  his  own  dark 
hair  flowed  about  his  ears  in  natural  curls, 
while  his  flice  was  overspread  with  a  blush, 
that  improved  the  glow  of  youth  to  a  deeper 
crimson  ;  and  I  dare  say  set  many  a  female 
heart  a-palpitating.  When  he  made  his  first 
appearance,  there  was  just  such  a  humming 
and  clapping  of  hands  as  you  may  have  heard 
when  the  celebrated  Garrick  comes  upon 
the  stage  in  King  Lear,  or  Kin?  Richard,  or 
any  other  top  character.  But  how  agreea^ 
bly  were  we  disappointed,  when  our  younc^ 
gentleman  made  such  an  oration  as  would 
not  have  disOTaced  a  Pitt,  an  Egmont,  or  a 
Murray !  While  he  spoke,  all  was  hushed  in 
admiration  i^nd  attention ;  you  could  have 
almost  heard  a  feather  drop  to  the  ground.  It 
would  have  charmed  you  to  hear  with  what 
modesty  be  recounted  the  services  which 
his  father  and  grandfather  had  done  to  the 
corporation ;  with  what  eloquence  he  expa^ 
tiated  upon  the  shameful  infraction  of  the 


treaty  subsisting  betweeh  the  two  fiimilies ; 
and  with  what  keen  and  spirited  strokes  of 
satire  he  retorted  the  sarcasms  of  Darnel. 

*'  He  no  sooner  concluded  his  harangue, 
than  there  was  sucfi  a  burst  of  applause,  as 
seemed  to  rend  the  very  sky.  Our  music 
immediately  struck  up ;  our  people  advanced 
with  their  ensigns,  and,  as  every  man  bad  a 
good  cudgel,  broken  heads  would  have  en- 
sued, had  not  Mr  Darnel  and  his  party 
thought  proper  to  retreat  with  uncommon 
dispatch.  He  never  offered  to  make  another 
public  entrance,  as  he  saw  the  torrent  ran  so 
violently  against  him ;  but  sat  down  with 
his  loss,  and  withdrew  his  opposition,  though 
at  bottom  extremely  mortified  and  incensed. 
Sir  Everhard  was  unanimously  elected,  and 
appeared  to  be  the  happiest  man  upon  earth ; 
for,  besides  the  pleasure  arising  from  his 
victory  over  this  competitor,  he  was  now  ful- 
ly satisfied  that  his  son,  instead  of  disgracing, 
would  do  honour  to  bis  family.  It  would  have 
moved  a  heart  of  stone  to  see  with  what  a 
tender  transport  of  paternal  joy  he  received 
his  dear  Launcelot,  afler  having  heard  of  his 
deportment  and  success  at  Ashenton,  where* 
by-the-bye,  he  gave  a  ball  to  the  ladies,  and 
displayed  as  much  elegance  and  politeness, 
as  if  he  'had  been  bred  at  the  court  of  Ver- 
sailles. 

**  This  joyous  season  was  of  short  dura* 
tion :  in  a  little  time  all  the  happiness  of  the 
family  was  overcast  by  a  sad  incident,  which 
hath  left  such  an  unfortunate  impression 
upon  the  mind  of  the  young  gentleman,  as,  I 
am  afraid,  will  never  be  effaced.  Mr  Dar- 
nel's niece  and  ward,  'the  rreat  heiress, 
whose  name  is  Aurelia,  was  the  most  cele- 
brated beauty  of  the  whole  country  ;  if  I  said 
the  whole  kinc^om,  or  indeed  all  Europe, 
perhaps  I  should  barely  do  her  justice.  I  don't 
pretend  to  be  a  limner,  gemmen ;  nor  does 
it  become  me  to  delineate  such  excellence ; 
but' surely  I  may  presume  to  repeat  from  the 
play, 

*0h!  she  is  all  that  painiing^  can  express, 
*  Or  youthful  poets  faney  when  they  love!* 

"  At  that  time  she  might  be  about  seven- 
teen ;  tall  and  fair,  and  so  exquisitely  shaped 
—you  may  talk  of  your  Venus  de  Medicis, 

Sour  Dianas,  your  nymphs,  and  Galateas : 
ut  if  Praxiteles,  and  Roubillac,  and  Wilton, 
were  to  lay  their  heads  together,  in  order  to 
make  a  compete  pattern  of  beauty,  they 
would  hardly  reach  her  model  of  perfection. 
As  for  complexion,  poets  will  talk  of  blend- 
ing the  lily  with  the  rose,  and  bring  in  a  par- 
cel of  similes  of  cowslips,  carnations,  pinks, 
and  daisies.  There's  Dolly,  now,  has  got  a 
very  good  complexion  :  indeed  she's  the  very 
picture  of  health  and  innocence — ^you  aze« 
mdeedt  my  pretty  lass ; — ^but  parva  compo* 
nere  magniM.  Miss  Darnel  is  all  amazmg 
beauty,  delicacy,  and  dignity  !  Then  the 
softness  and  espression  ofner  fine  blue  eyes ; 
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her  pouting  lips  of  coral  hue  ;  her  neck,  that 
nees  like  a  tower  of  polished  alabaster  be- 
tween two  mounts  of  snow.  I  tell  you  what, 
gemmen,  it  don't  signify  talking ;  if  e'er  a 
one  of  you  was  to  meet  this  young  lady 
alone,  in  the  midst  of  a  heath  or  coinmon,  or 
any  unfrequented  place,  he  would  dowii  on 
his  knees,  and  think  he  kneeled  before  some 
supernatural  being.  I'll  tell  you  more ;  she 
not  only  resembles  an  angel  in  beauty,  but  a 
saint  in  goodness,  and  a  hermit  in  humili- 
ty ;  so  void  of  all  pride  and  affectation*;  so 
soft,  and  sweet,  and  affable,  and  humane ! 
Lord  I  I  could  tell  such  instances  of  her  cha- 
rity! 

**  Sure  enough,  she  and  Sir  Launcelot 
were  formed  by  nature  for  each  other  ; 
howsoever,  the  cruel  hand  of  fortune  hath 
intervened,  and  severed  them  for  ever. 
Every  soul  that  knew  them  both  said  it  was 
a  thousand  pities  but  they  should  come  to- 
ffether,  and  extinguish,  in  their  happy  union, 
uie  mutual  animosity  of  the  two  families, 
which  had  so  often  embroiled  the  whole 
neighbourhood.  Nothing  was  heard  but  the 
praises  of  Miss  Aurelia  Darnel  and  Mr 
Launcelot  Greaves ;  and^  no  doubt,  the  parties 
were  prepossessed  by  this  applause  in  favour 
of  each  other.  At  len^h  Mr  Greaves  went 
one  Sunday  to  her  parish  church ;  but,  though 
the  greater  part  of^the  congregation  watched 
their  looks,  they  could  not  perceive  that  she 
took  the  least  notice  of  him,  or  that  he 
seemed  to  be  struck  with  her  appearance. 
He  afterwards  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing 
her,  more  at  leisure,  at  the  York  assembly, 
during  the  races;  but  this  opportunity  was 
productive  of  no  good  effect,  because  he  had 
that  same  day  •quarrelled  with  her  uncle  on 
the  turf. 

<*  An  old  grudge,  you  know,  gemmen,  is 
soon  inflamed  to  a  fresh  rupture.  It  was 
thought  Mr  Darnel  came  on  purpose  to  show 
his  resentment.  They  differed  about  a  bet 
upon  Miss  Cleverlegs,  and,  in  the  course  of 
the  dispute,  Mr  Darnel  called  him  a  petulant 
boy.  The  young  squire,  who  was  as  hasty 
as  gunpowder,  told  him  he  was  man  enough 
to  chastise  him  for  his  insolence  ;  and  would 
do  it  on  the  spot,  if  he  thought  it  would  not 
interrupt  the  diversion.  In  all  probability 
they  would  have  come  to  points  immediately, 
bad  not  the  gentlemen  interposed :  so  that 
nothing  further  passed,  but  abundance  of 
foul  language  on  the  part  of  .Mr  Anthony, 
and  a  repeated  defiance  to  single  combat. 

''  Mr  Greaves,  making  a  low  bow,  retired 
fh)m  the  field :  and  in  the  evening  danced  at 
the  assembly  with  a  young  lady  from  the 
bishopric,  seemingly  in  good  temper  and 
spirts,  without  having  any  words  with  Mr 
Darnel,  who  was  also  present.  But  in  the 
morning  he  visited  that  proud  neighbour  be- 
times ;  and  they  had  almost  reached  a  grove 
of  trees  on  the  north  side  of  the  town,  when 
they  were  suddenly  overtaken    by  half-a- 
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dozen  gentlemen,  who  had  watched  their 
motions.  It  was  in  vain  for  them  to  dissem* 
Ue  their  design,  which  could  not  now  take 
effect.  They  gave  up  their  pistols,  and  a 
reconciliation  was  patched  up  by  the  press- 
ing remonstrances  of  their  common  friends ; 
but  Mr  Darnel's  hatred  still  rankled  at  bot- 
tom, and  soon  broke  out  in  the  sequel.  About 
three  months  after  this  transaction,  his  niece 
Aureha,  with  her  piother,  having  been  to 
visit  a  lady  in  the  chariot,  the  horses  being 
young,  and  not  used  to  the  traces,  were 
startled  at  the  braying  of  a  jack-ass  on  the 
common,  and,  taking  fright,  ran  away  with 
the  carriage,  like  lightning.  The  coachman 
was  thrown  from  the  box,  and  the  ladies 
screamed  piteously  for  help.  Mr  Greaves 
chanced  to  be  a-horseback  on  the  other  side 
of  an  inclosure  when  he  heard  their  shrieks, 
and,  riding  up  to  the  hedge,  knew  the  cha- 
riot, and  saw  their  disaster.  The  horses 
were  then  running  full  speed,  in  such  a  di- 
rection as  to  drive  headlong  over  a  precipice 
into  a  stone  quarry,  where  they  and  the  cha- 
riot and  the  ladies  must  be  dashed  in  pieces. 

"  You  may  conceive,  gemmen,  what  his 
thoughts  were  when  he  saw  such  a  fine 
youn^  lady,  in  the  flower  of  her  age,  just 
plunging  into  ^temity :  when  he  saw  the 
lovely  Aurelia  on  the  brink  of  being  precipi- 
tated among  rocks,  where  her  delicate  limbs 
must  be  mangled  and  torn  asunder ;  when  he 
perceived,  that,  before  he  could  ride  round 
by  the  gate,  the  tragedy  would  be  finished. 
The  fence  was  so  thick  and  hi^,  flanked 
with  a  broad  ditch  on  the  outside,  that  he 
could  not  hope  to  clear  it,  although  he  was 
mounted  on  Scipio,  bred  out  of  Miss  Cowslip, 
the  sire  Muley,  and  his  grandsire  the  famous 
Arabian  Mustapha.  Scipio  was  bred  )>y  my 
father,  who  would  not  have  taken  a  hundred 
guineas  for  him  from  any  other  person  but 
the  young  squire. — Indeed,  I  have  heard  my 
poor  father  say — " 

By  this  time  Ferret's  impatience  was  be- 
come so  outrageous,  that  he  exclaimed,  in  a 
furious  tone, — "  Damn  your  father,  and  his 
horse,  and  his  colt  into  the  bargain  !" 

Tom  made  no  reply,  but  began  to  strip 
with  great  expedition.  Captain  Crowe  was 
so  choked  with  passion,  that  he  could  utter 
nothing  but  disjointed  sentences :  he  rose 
from  his  seat,  brandished  his  horsewhip,  and, 
seizing  his  nephew  by  the  collar,  cried, — 
**  Odds  heartlikins !  sirrah,  I  have  a  good 
mind — Devil  fire  your  running  tackle,  you 
land  lubber !— can't  you  steer  without  all  this 
tacking  hither  an  thither,  and  the  Lord 
knows  whither  1 — 'Noint  my  block  !  I'd 
give  thee  a  rope's  end  for  thy  supper  if  it 
wan't— " 

Dolly  had  conceived  a  sneakin^f  kindness 
for  the  young  lawyer,  and,  thinking  him  in 
danger  of  being  roughly  handled,  flew  to  his 
relief.  She  twisted  her  hand  in  Crowe's 
neckcloth    without    ceremony,     crying,— 
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**  Sha't  then,  I  tell  thee,  old  codger, — who 
keara  a  vig  vor  thv  vooKsh  trantrumB  1" 

While  Crowe  looked  black  in  the  face, 
and  ran  the  risk  of  strangalation  under  the 
gripe  of  this  amazon,  Mr  Clarke  having  dis- 
engaged himself  of  his  hat,  wig,  coat,  and 
waistcoat,  advanced  in  an  elegant  attitude 
of  manual  offence  towards  the  misanthrope, 
who  snatched  up  a  gridiron  fiom  the  chim- 
ney corner,  and  discord  seemed  to  clap  her 
sooty  wings  in  expectation  of  battle.  But, 
as  tne  reader  may  have  more  than  once  .al- 
ready cursed  the  unconscionable  length  of 
this  chapter,  we  must  postpone  to  the  next 
opportunity  the  incidents  that  succeeded  this 
denunciation  of  war. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

In  which  it  appears  that  the  knight,  when 
heartily  set  in  for  sleeping,  was  not  easily 
disturbed. 

In  all  probability  the  kitchen  of  the  Black 
Lion,  from  a  domestic  temple  of  society  and 
good  fellowship,  would  have  been  converted 
into  a  scene  or  stage  of  sanguinary  dispute, 
had  not  Pallas  or  Discretion  interposed  in 
the  person  of  Mr  Fillet,  and,  with  the  assist- 
ance of  the  ostler,  disarmed  the  combatants, 
not  only  of  their  arms,  but  also  of  their  re- 
sentment. 

The  impetuosity  of  Mr  Clarke  was  a  little 
checked  at  siffht  of  the  gridiron,  which  Fer- 
ret brandished  with  uncommon  dexterity ;  a 
circumstance  from  whence  the  company 
were,  upon  reflection,  induced  to  believe, 
that,  before  he  plunged  into  the  sea  of  poli. 
tics,  he  had  occasionally  fibred  in  the  cha- 
racter of  that  facetious  droll  who  accompa- 
nies your  itinerant  physicians,  under  the 
famihar  appellation  of  Merry-Andrew  or 
Jack-Pudding,  and  on  a  wooden  stage  en- 
tertains the  populace  with  a  solo  on  the  salt- 
box,  or  a  sonata  on  the  tongs  and  gridiron. 
Be  that  as  it  may,  the  young  lawyer  seemed 
to  be  a  little  discomposed  at  the  glancing  of 
this  extraordinary  weapon  of  offence,  which 
the  fair  hands  of  Dolly  had  scoured,  until  it 
had  shone  as  bright  as  the  shield  of  Achilles, 
or  as  the  emblem  of  good  old  English  fare, 
which  han^s  by  a  red  ribbon  round  the  neck 
of  that  thrice-honoured  sage's  head,  in  vel- 
vet bonnet  cased,  who  presides  by  rotation 
at  the  genial  board,  distinguished  by  the  title 
of  the  beef 'Steak  club ;  where  the  delicate 
rumps  irresistibly  attract  the  stranger's  eye^ 
and,  while  they  seem  to  cry, — "  come  cut 
me,  come  cut  me,"  constrain,  by  wondrous 
sympathy,  each  mouth  to  overflow;  where 
the  obliging  and  humorous  Jemmy  B- — ^t^ 
the  gende  Silly  H  d,  replete  with  human 
kindness,  and  the  generous  Johnny  R  d, 
respected  and  beloved  by  all  the  world,  at- 
tend as  the  pncsts^and  miniaters  of  mirth, 


good  cheer,  and  jollity,  and  assist  with  coli- 
nary  art  the  raw,  unpractised,  awkward 
guest. 

But  to  return  from  this  digressive  simile  :^- 
The  other  no  sooner  stept  between  those 
menacing  antagonists,  than  Tom  Clarke 
very  quietly  resumed  his  clothes,  and  Mr 
Ferret  resigned  the  gridiron  without  farther 
question.  The  doctor  did  not  find  it  quite 
so  easy  to  release  the  throat  of  Captain 
Crowe  from  the  masculine  grasp  of  the  virago 
Dolly,  whose  fingers  could  not  be  disengaged 
until  the  honest  seaman  was  almost  at  the 
last  gasp.  Afler  some  pause,  during  which 
he  panted  for  breath,  and  untied  his  neck- 
cloth,— »•  Damn  thee  for  a  brimstone  galley," 
cried  he,  '*!  was  never  so  grappled  withal 
since  I  knew  a  card  fix>m  a  compass.    Ad> 


thy  hawser,  I'll  turn  thy 
keel  upwards— or  mayhap  set  thee  a-driving 
under  bare  poles — ^I  will — I  will,  you  hell-fire, 
saucy — I  will — " 

Dolly  made  no  reply,  but,  seeing  Mr  Clarke 
sit  down  again  with  great  composure,  took 
her  station  likewise  at  the  opposite  side  of 
the  apartment.  Then  Mr  Fillet  requested 
the  lawyer  to  proceed  with  his  story,  which, 
after  three  hems,  he  accordingly  prosecuted 
in  these  words : 

**I  told  you,  gemmen,  that  Mr  Greaves 
was  mounted  on  Scipio,  when  he  saw  Miss 
Darnel  and  her  mother  in  danger  of  being 
hurried  over  a  precipice.  Without  reflect- 
ing a  moment,  he  gave  Scipio  the  spur,  and 
at  one  spring  he  cleared  five  and  twenty  feet, 
over  hedge  and  ditch,  and  every  obstruction. 
Then  he  rode  full  speed,  in  c^er  to  turn  the 
coach-horses ;  and,  finding  them  quite  wild 
and  furious,  endeavoured  to  drive  against 
the  counter  of  the  hither  horse,  which  he 
missed,  and  staked  poor  Scipio  on  the  pole 
of  the  coach.  The  shock  was  so  great,  that 
the  coach-horses  made  a  full  stop  within  ten 
yards  of  the  quarry,  and  Mr  Greaves  was 
thrown  forwards  towards  the  coach>box, 
which,  mounting  with  admirable  dexterity, 
he  seized  the  reins  before  the  horses  could, 
recover  of  their  fright.  At  that  instant  the 
coachman  came  running  up,  and  loosed  them 
from  the  traces  with  the  utmost  dispatch. 
Mr  Greaves  had  now  time  to  give  his  atten- 
tion to  the  ladies,  who  were  well  nigh  dis- 
tracted with  fear.  He  no  sooner  opened 
the  cbariot-door,  than  Aurelia,  with  a  wild- 
ness  of  look,  sprung  into  his  arms,  and, 
clasping  him  round  the  neck,  fainted  away. 
I  leave  you  to  guess,  gemmen,  what  were 
his  feelings  at  this  instant.  The  mother 
was  not  so  discomposed,  but  that  she  could 
contribute  to  the  recovery  of  her  dau^ter, 
whom  the  young  squire  still  supported  m  his 
embrace.  At  length  she  retrieved  the  use 
of  her  senses,  and,  perceiving  the  situation 
in  which  she  was,  the  blood  revisited  her 
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face  with  a  redoubled  glow,  while  she  de- 
sired him  to  set  her  down  upon  the  turf. 

**Mr8  Darnel,  far  from  being  shy  or  re- 
served in  her  compliments  of  acknowledge- 
ments, kissed  Mr  I^uncelot  without  cere* 
roony,  the  tears  of  gratitude  running  down 
her  ciieeks :  she  called  him  her  dear  son,  her 
generous  deliverer,  who,  at  the  hazard  of  his 
own  life,  had  saved  her  and  her  child  from 
the  most  dismal  fate  that  could  be  imagined. 

*'  Mr  Greaves  was  so  much  transported  on 
this  occasion,  that  he  could  not  nelp  dis- 
closing a  passion  which  he  had  hitherto  in- 
dustriously concealed.  '  What  I  have  done,' 
said  he,  *was  but  a  common  office  of  hu- 
manity, which  I  would  have  performed  for 
any  of  my  fellow-creatures ;  but,  for  the  pre- 
servation of  Miss  Aurelia  Darnell,  I  would 
at  any  time  sacrifice  my  life  with  pleasure.' 
The  young  lady  did  not  hear  this  declaration 
unmoved;  her  face  was  again  flushed,  and 
her  eyes  sparkled  with  pleasure:  nor  was 
the  youth's  confession  disagreeable  to  the 
good  lady  her  mother,  who,  at  one  glance, 
perceived  all  the  advantages  of  such  an  union 
between  the  two  families. 

''  Mr  Greaves  proposed  to  send  the  coach- 
roan  to  his  father's  stable  for  a  pair  of  sober 
horses,  that  could  be  depended  upon,  to 
draw  the  ladies  home  to  their  own  habita- 
tion ;  but  they  declined  the  offer,  and  chose 
to  walk,  as  the  distance  was  not  great.  He 
then  insisted  upon  his  beingr  their  conductor ; 
and,  each  taking  him  under  the  arm,  sup- 
ported  them  to  their  own  gate,  where  such 
an  apparition  filled  all  the  domestics  with 
astonishment.  Mrs  Darnel,  taking  him  by 
the  hand,  led  him  into  the  house,  where  she 
welcomed  him  with  another  aflfectionate  em- 
brace, and  indulged  him  with  an  ambrosial 
kiss  of  Aurelia,  saving, — '  But  for  you,  we 
had  both  been  by  this  time  in  eternity.  Sure 
it  was  Heaven  that  sent  you  as  an  angel  to 
our  assistance !'  She  kindly  inquired  if  he 
had  himself  sustained  any  damage  in  admin- 
istering that  desperate  remedy  to  which 
thev  owed  their  lives.  She  entertained  him 
witK  a  small  collation:  and,  in  the  course 
of  the  conversation,  lamented  the  animosity 
which  had  so  long  divided  two  neighbouring 
families  of  such  influence  and  character.  He 
was  not  slow  in  signifyiflg  his  approbation 
of  her  remarks,  and  expressing  the  most 
eager  desire  of  seeing  all  those  unhappy 
differences  removed :  in  a  word,  they  parted 
with  mutual  satisfaction. 

'*Just  as  he  advanced  from  the  outward 
gate,  on  his  return  to  Gravesbury-hall,  he 
was  met  by  Anthony  Darnel  on  horseback, 
who,  riding  up  to  him  with  marks  of  surprise 
and  resentment,  saluted  him  with — *  Your 
servant^  sir:  have  you  any  commands  for 
me  V  The  other  replying,  with  an  air  of  in- 
diflTerence, — *  none  at  all,^  Mr  Darnel  asked 
what  bad  procured  him  the  honour  of  a  visit. 
The  young  gentleman  perceiving  l^  the  man- 


ner in  which  he  spoke  that  the  old  quarrel 
was  not  yet  extin^ished,  answered,  with 
equal  disdain,  that  tlie  visit  was  not  intended 
for  him ;  and  that,  if  he  wanted  to  know  the 
cause  of  it,  he  might  infonn  himself  by  his 
own  servants.  *  So  I  shall,'  cried  the  uncle 
of  Aurelia,  *  and  perhaps  let  you  know  my 
sentiments  of  the  matter.'  '  Hereafter,  as 
it  may  be,'  said  the  youth,  who,  turning  out 
of  the  avenue,  walked  home,  and  made  his 
father  acquainted  with  the  particulars  of  this 
adventure. 

"  The  old  gentleman  chid  him  for  his  rash- 
ness, but  seemed  pleased  with  the  success 
of  his  attempt,  and  still  more  so,  when  he 
understood  his  sentiments  of  Aurelia,  and 
the  deportment  of  the  ladies. 

"Next  day  the  son  sent  over  a  servant 
with  a  compliment  to  inquire  about  their 
health;  and  the  messenger,  being  seen  by 
Mr  Darnel,  was  told  that  the  ladies  were  in- 
disposed, and  did  not  choose  to  be  troubled 
with  messages.  The  mother  was  really 
seized  with  a  fever,  produced  by  the  agita- 
tion of  her  spirits,  which  every  dav  became 
more  and  more  violent,  until  the  physiciaiis 
despaired  of  her  life.  Believing  that  her  end 
approached,  she  sent  a  trusty  servant  to 
Mr  Greaves,  desiring  that  she  might  see  him 
without  delay;  and  he  immediatelv  set  out 
with  the  messenger,  who  introduced  him  in 
the  dark. 

<'  He  found  the  old  lady  in  bed  almost  ex- 
hausted, and  the  fair  Aurelia  sitting  by  her, 
overwhelmed  with  grief;  her  lovely  hair  in 
the  utmost  disorder,  and  her  charming  eyes 
inflamed  with  weeping.  The  good  lady 
beckoning  Mr  LaunceTot  to  approach,  and 
directing  all  the  attendants  to  quit  the  room, 
except  a  favourite  maid,  from  whom  I  learned 
the  story,  she  took  him  by  the  hand,  and, 
fixing  her  eyes  upon  him  with  all  the  fond- 
ness of  a  mother,  shed  some  tears  in  silence, 
while  the  sane  marks  of  sorrow  trickled 
down  his  cheeks.  After  this  affecting  pause, 
— '  My  dear  son,'  said  she,  *  Oh  !  that  I  could 
have  lived  to  see  you  so  indeed !  you  find 
me  hastening  to  the  ^oal  of  life.'  Here  the 
tender-hearted  Aurelia,  being  unable  to  con- 
tain herself  longer,  broke  out  into  a  violent 
passion  of  grief,  and  wept  aloud.  The  mo- 
ther, waiting  patiently  till  she  had  thus  given 
vent  to  her  anguish,  calmlv  entreated  her  to 
resign  herself  submissively  to  the  will  of 
Heaven:  then  turning  to  Mr  Launcelot, — 
'I  had  indulged,'  said  she,  'a  fond  hope  of 
seeinff  you  allied  to  my  family.  This  is  no 
time  lor  me  to  insist  upon  the  ceremonies 
and  forms  of  a  vain  world.  Aurelia  looks 
upon  you  with  the  eyes  of  tender  prepos- 
session.' No  sooner  had  she  pronounced 
these  words,  than  he  threw  himself  on  his 
knees  before  the  young  lady,  and,  pressing 
her  hand  to  his  lips,  breathed  the  softest  ex- 
pressions which  the  most  delicate  love  could 
suggest.    *I  know,'  resumed  the  mother. 
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*  that  your  passion  is  mutually  sincere ;  and 
I  should  die  satisfied,  if  I  thought  your  union 
would  not  be  opposed  :  but  that  violent  man, 
my  brother-in-law,  who  is  Aurelia's  sole 
guardian,  will  thwart  her  wishes  with  every 
obstacle  that  brutal  resentment  and  implacs^ 
ble  malice  can  contrive.  Mr  Greaves,  I  have 
long  admired  your  virtues,  and  am  confident 
that  I  can  depend  upon  your  honour.  You 
shall  give  me  your  word,  that,  when  I  am 
gone,  you  will  take  no  steps  in  this  affair 
without  the  concurrence  of  your  father ;  and 
endeavour,  by  all  fair  and  honourable  means, 
to  vanquish  the  prejudices,  and  obtain  the 
consent,  of  her  uncle:  the  rest  we  must 
leave  to  the  dispensation  of  Providence.' 

'*  The  squire  promised,  in  the  most  solemn 
and  fervent  manner,  to  obe^  all  her  injunc- 
tions, as  the  last  dictates  oi  a  parent  whom 
he  should  never  cease  to  honour.  Then  she 
favoured  them  both  with  a  great  deal  of  salu- 
tary advice,  touching  their  conduct  before 
and  after  marriage ;  and  presented  him  with 
a  ring,  as  a  memorial  of  her  affection ;  at  the 
same  time  he  pulled  another  off  his  finger, 
aikl  made  a  tender  of  it  as  a  pledge  of  his 
love  to  Aurelia,  whom  her  mother  permitted 
to  receive  this  token.    Finally,  he  took  a  last 

•  ftrewell  of  the  good  matron,  and  returned  to 
his  father  with  the  particulars  of  this  in- 
terview. 

**  In  two  days  Mrs  Darnel  departed  this 
life,  and  Aurelia  was  removed  to  the  house 
of  a  relation,  where  her  grief  had  like  to  have 
proved  fatal  to  her  constitution. 

"  In  the  mean  time,  the  mother  was  no 
sooner  committed  to  the  earth,  than  Mr 
Greaves,  mindful  of  her  exhortations,  began 
to  take  measures  for  a  reconciliation  with 
the  guardian.  He  engaged  several  gentle- 
men to  interpose  their  good  offices,  but  they 
always  met  with  the  most  mortifying  repulse ; 
and  at  last  Anthony  Darnel  declared,  that 
his  hatred  to  the  house  of  Greaves  was  here- 
ditary, habitual,  and  unconquerable.  He 
swore  he  would  spend  his  heart's  blood  to 
perpetuate  the  quarrel ;  and  that,  sooner  than 
his  niece  should  match  with  young  Launce- 
lot,  he  would  sacrifice  her  with  his  own  hand. 

''  The  young  gentleman,  finding  his  preju- 
dices so  rancorous  and  invincible,  left  off 
making  any  further  advances ;  and,  since  he 
fotmd  It  impossible  to  obtain  bis  consent,  re- 
solved to  cultivate  the  good  graces  of  Aurelia, 
and  wed  her  in  despite  of  hei^  implacable 
guardian.  He  found  means  to  establish  a 
literary  correspondence  with  her  as  soon  as 
her  grief  was  a  little  abated,  and  even  to 
effect  an  interview  after  her  return  to  her 
own  house ;  but  he  soon  had  reason  to  repent 
of  this  indulgence.  The  uncle  entertained 
spies  upon  the  young  lady,  who  gave  him  an 
account  of  this  meeting :  in  consequence  of 
which  she  was  suddenly  hurried  to  some  dis- 
tant part  of  t)ie  country,  which  we  never  could 
discover. 


*<  It  was  then  we  thought  Mr  Launcelot  a 
little  disordered  in  his  brain,  his  grief  was  so 
wild,  and  his  passion  so  impetuous.  He  re- 
fused all  sustenance,  neglected  his  person, 
renounced  his  amusements,  rode  out  in  the 
rain  sometimes  bare-headed,  strolled  about 
the  fields  all  night,  and  became  so  peevish, 
that  none  of  the  domestics  durst  ^peak  to 
him  without  the  hazard  of  broken  bones. 
Having  played  these  pranks  for  about  three 
weeks,  to  the  unspeakable  chagrin  of  hid 
father,  and  the  astonishment  of  ail  that  knew 
him,  he  suddenlv  grew  calm,  and  his  good 
humour  returned.  But  this,  as  your  sea- 
faring people  say,  was  a  deceitful  calm,  that 
soon  ushered  in  a  dreadful  storm. 

"  He  had  long  sought  an  opportunity  to 
tamper  with  some  of  Mr  Darnel's  servants, 
who  could  inform  him  of  the  place  where 
Aurelia  was  confined,  but  there  was  not  one 
about  the  family  who  could  give  him  that 
satisfaction ;  for  the  persons  who  accomps^ 
nied  her  remained  as  a  watch  upon  her  mo- 
tions, and  none  of  the  other  domestics  were 
privy  to  the  transaction.     All  attempts  prov- 
ing  fruitless,  he  could  no  longer  restrain  his 
impatience,  but  throwing  himself  in  the  way 
of  the  uncle,  upbraided  him  in  such  harsn 
terms,  that  a  formal  challenge  ensued.   They 
a^'ed  to  decide  their  difference   without 
witnesses ;  and  one  morning,  before  sun-rise, 
met  on  that  very  common  where  Mr  Greaves 
had  saved  the  life  of  Aurelia.     The  first 
pistol  was  fired  on  each  side  without  any 
effect ;  but  Mr  Darnel's  second  wounded  the 
young   squire  in  the  fiank ;  nevertheless, 
having  a  pistol  in  reserve,  he  desired  his  an- 
tafonist  to  ask  his  life.    The  other,  instead 
of^  submitting,   drew  his  sword ;  and   Mr 
Greaves,  firing  his  piece  into  the  air,  followed 
his  example.    The  contest  then  became  veiy 
hot,  though  of  short  continuance.    Darnel 
being  disarmed  at  the  first  onset,  our  young 
squire  gave  him  back  the  sword,  which  he 
was  base  enough  to  use  a  second  time  against 
his  conqueror.    Such  an  instance  of  repeated 
ingratitude  and  brutal  ferocity  divested  Mr 
Greaves  of  his  temper  and  forbearance.    He 
attacked  Mr  Anthony  with  great  fury,  and  at 
the  first  lunge  ran  him  up  to  the  hilt,  at  the 
same  time  seizing  with  his  left  hand  the  shell 
of  his  enemy's  sword,  which  he  broke  in  dis- 
dain.    Mr  Darnel  having  fallen,  the  other 
immediately  mounted  his  horse,  which  he 
had  tied  to  a  tree  before  the  engagement, 
and  riding  full  speed  to  Ashenton,  sent  a 
surgeon  to  Anthony's  assistance.     He  after- 
wanis  in^nuously  confessed  all  these  particu- 
lars to  his  father,  who  was  overwhelmed  with 
consternation,  for  the  wounds  of  Darnel  were 
judged  mortal ;  and  as  no  person  had  seen 
the  particulars  of  the  duel,  Mr  Launcelot 
might  have  been  convicted  of  murder. 

**  On  these  considerations,  before  a  warrant 
could  be  served  upon  him,  the  old  knight,  by 
dint  of  the  moat  eafer  entreaties,  accom- 
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puiied  with  marks  of  horror  and  despair, 
prevailed  upon  his  son  to  withdraw  himself 
from  the  kmgdom,  until  such  tkne  as  the 
storm  should  be  overblown.  Had  his  heart 
been  unengaged,  he  would  have  chose  to 
travel ;  but  at  this  period,  when  his  whole 
soul  was  engrossed,  and  so  violently  agitated 
by  his  Di^ion  for  Aurelia,  nothing  but  the 
fear  of  seeing  the  old  gentleman  run  dis- 
tracted, would  have  induced  him  to  desist 
from  the  pursuit  of  that  young  lady,  far  less 
quit  the  kingdom  where  she  resided. 

'<  Well,  then,  gemmen,  he  repaired  to  Har- 
wich, where  he  embarked  for  Holland,  from 
wl^ence  he  proceeded  to  Brussels,  where  he 
procured  a  passport  from  the  French  king, 
by  virtue  of  which  he  traveUed  to  Marseilles, 
and  there  took  a  tartan  for  Genoa.  The 
first  letter  Sir  Everhard  received  firom  him 
was  dated  at  Florence.    Meanwhile  the  sur- 

S ton's  prognostic  was  not  altogether  verified, 
r  Darnel  did  not  die  immediately  of  his 
wounds ;  but  he  linsered  a  Ions  time,  as  it 
were  in  the  arms  of  death,  and  even  partly 
recovered:  vet,  in  all  probability,  he  will 
never  be  wholly  restored  to  the  enjoyment 
of  his  health ;  and  is  obliged  every  summer 
to  attend  the  hot-well  at  Bristol.  As  his 
wounds  began  to  heal,  his  hatred  to  Mr 
Greaves  seemed  to  revive  with  augmented  vi- 
olence ;  and  he  is  now,  if  possible,  more  than 
ever  determined  against  sil  reconciliation. 

'*  Mr  Launcelot,  after  having  endeavoured 
to  amuse  his  imagination  with  a  succession 
of  curious  objects,  in  a  tour  of  Italy,  took  up 
his  residence  at  a  town  called  Pisa,  and  there 
fell  into  a  deep  melancholy,  firom  which 
nothing  could  rouse  him  but  the  news  of  his 
father's  death. 

'<  The  old  gentleman  (God  rest  his  soul) 
never  held  up  his  head  after  the  departure 
of  his  darlinff  Launcelot ;  and  the  dangerous 
condition  of^Damel  kept  up  his  apprehen- 
sion :  this  wss  reinforced  by  the  obstinate 
silence  of  the  youth,  and  certain  accounts  of 
his  disordered  mind,  which  he  had  received 
from  some  of  thooe  persons  who  take  pleasure 
in  communicating  disagreeable  tidings.  A 
complication  of  all  these  grievances,  co-ope- 
^ting  with  a  severe  fit  of  Uie  gout  and  gravel, 
product  a  fever,  whiqk^  in .  a  few  days, 
brought  Sir  Everhard  to  ms  long  home,  after 
he  had  settled  his  affairs  with  heaven  and 
earth,  and  made  his  peace  with  God  and  man. 
I'll  assure  you,  gemmen,  he  made  a  most 
edifying  and  christian  end :  he  died  regretted 
by  all  his  neighbours  except  Anthony,  and 
might  be  said  to  be  embalmed  by  the  tears 
of  the  poor,  to  whom  he  was  always  a  boun- 
teous  benefector. 

<*  When  the  son,  now  Sir  Launcelot,  came 
home,  he  appeared  so  meagre,  wan,  and 
hollow-eyed,  that  the  servants  hardly  knew 
their  young  master.  His  first  care  was  to 
take  possession  of  his  fortune,  and  settle  ac- 
counts with  the  stewaid  who  had  succeeded 


my  father.  These  affairs  being  discussed, 
he  spared  no  pains  to  get  intelligence  con- 
cerning Miss  bamel ;  and  soon  learned  more 
of  that  young  lady  than  he  desired  to  know; 
for  it  was  b^ome  the  common  talk  of  the 
country,  that  a  match  was  agreed  upon  be- 
tween her  and  young  Squire  Sycamore,  a 
^ntleman  of  a  very  great  fortune.  These 
tidinffs  were  probably  confirmed  under  her 
own  band,  in  a  letter  which  she  wrote  to  Sir 
Launcelot.  The  contents  were  never  exactly 
known  but  to  the  parties  themselves ;  never- 
theless, the  effects  were  too  visible,  for,  from 
that  blessed  moment,  he  spoke  not  one  word 
to  any  living  creature,  for  the  space  of  three 
days ;  but  was  seen  sometimes  to  shed  a  flood 
of  tears,  and  sometimes  to  burst  out  into  a 
fit  of  laughing.  At  last  he  broke  silence, 
and  seemed  to  wake  from  his  disorder.  He 
became  more  fond  than  ever  of  the  exercise 
of  riding,  and  began  to  amuse  himself  again 
with  acts  of  benevolence. 

'*  One  instance  of  his  generosity  and  jus- 
tice deserves  to  be  recorded  in  brass  or  mar- 
ble :  you  must  know,  gemmen,  the  rector  of 
the  parish  was  lately  dead,  and  Sir  Everhard 
had  promised  the  presentation  to  another 
clergyman.  In  the  mean  time.  Sir  Launcelot 
chancing  one  Sunday  to  ride  through  a  lane, 
perceived  a  horse  saddled  and  brimed,  feed- 
ing on  the  side  of  a  fence ;  and,  casting  his 
eyes  around,  beheld  on  the  other  side  of  the 
hedge  an  object  lying  extended  on  the  ground, 
which^e  took  to  be  the  body  of  a  murdered 
traveller.  He  forthwith  alighted,  and  leap- 
ing into  the  field,  descried  a  man  at  full 
length,  wrapped  in  a  ^at  coat,  and  writhing 
in  agony.  Approaching  nearer,  he  found  it 
was  a  clei^jiyman,  in  his  gown  and  cassoc. 
When  he  mquired  into  the  case,  and  offered 
his  assistance,  the  stranger  rose  up,  thanked 
him  for  his  courtesy,  and  declared  that  he 
was  now  very  well.  The  knight,  who 
thouffht  there  was  something  mysterious  in 
thia  mcident,  expressed  a  desire  to  know  the 
cause  of  his  rolling  in  the  grass  in  that  man- 
ner ;  and  the  clergyman,  who  knew  his  per- 
son, made  no  scruple  in  gratifying  his  curi- 
osity. '  You  must  know,  sir,'  said  he,  *  I 
serve  the  curacy  of  your  own  parish ;  for 
which  the  late  incumbent  paid  me  twenty 
pounds  a-year;  but  this  sum  being  scarce 
sufficient  to  maintain  my  wife  and  children, 
who  are  fee  in  number,  I  agreed  to  read 
prayers  in  lie  afternoon  at  another  church, 
about  four  miles  from  hence ;  and  for  this 
additional  duty  I  receive  ten  pounds  more : 
as*  I  keep  a  horse,  it  was  formerly  an  8|[ree- 
able  exercise  rather  than  a  toil ;  but  of  late 
years  I  have  been  afflicted  with  a  rupture, 
for  which  I  consulted  the  most  eminent  ope- 
rators in  the  kingdom ;  but  I  have  no  cause 
to  rejoice  in  the  effects  of  their  advice, 
thoufflk  one  of  them  assured  me  I  was  com- 
pletely cured.  The  malady  is  now  more 
trottbMome  than  ever,  and  often  comes  upon 
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me  80  violently  while  I  am  on  horseback,  that 
I  am  forced  to  alight,  and  lie  down  upon  the 
ground,  until  the  cause  of  the  disorder  can 
tor  the  time  be  reduced.' 

**^r  Launcelot  not  only  condoled  with 
him  upon  his  misfortune,  but  desired  him  to 
throw  up  the  second  cure,  and  he  would  pay 
him  ten  pounds  a-year  out  of  his  own  pocket. 
•  Your  generosity  confounds  me,  good  sir,' 
replied  the  clergyman ;  '  and  yet  I  ought  not 
to  be  surprised  at  any  instance  of  TOnevo- 
lence  in  Sir  Launcelot  Greaves ;  but  I  will 
check  the  fullness  of  my  heart.  I  shall  only 
observe,  that  your  good  intention  towards 
me  can  hardly  take  effect.  The  gentleman 
who  is  to  succeed  the  late  incumbent,  has 
given  me  notice  to  quit  the  premises,  as  he 
hath  provided  a  friend  of  his  own  for  the 
curacy.'  'What!'  cried  the  knight,  'does 
he  mean  to  take  your  bread  from  you,  with- 
out  assigning  any  other  reason  V  *  Surely, 
0ir,'  replied  the  ecclesiastic,  '  T  know  of 
no  other  reason.  I  hope  my  morals  are  irre- 
proachable, and  that  I  have  done  my  duty 
with  a  conscientious  regard ;  I  may  venture 
an  appeal  to  the  parishioners,  among  whom 
I  have  lived  these  seventeen  years.  After 
all,  it  is  natural  for  every  man  to  favour  his 
own  friends  in  preference  to  strangers.  As 
for  me,  I  propose  to  try  my  fortune  in  the 
great  city,  and  I  doubt  not  but  Providence 
*  will  provide  for  me  and  my  little  ones.' 

**  To  this  declaration  Sir  Launcelot  made 
no  reply ;  but  riding  home,  set  on  foot  a  strict 
inquiry  into  the  character  of  this  man,  whose 
name  was  Jenkins.  He  found  that  he  was 
a  reputed  scholar,  equally  remarkable  for  his 
modesty  and  good  life ;  that  he  visited  the 
sick,  assisted  the  needy,  compromised  dis- 
putes among  his  neighbours,  and  spent  his 
time  in  such  a  manner  as  would  have  done 
honour  to  blxij  christian  divine.  Thus  in* 
formed)  the  knight  sent  for  the  ^ntleman  to 
whom  the  living  had  been  promised,  and  ac- 
costed him  to  this  effect.— 'Mr  Tootle,  I 
have  a  favour  to  ask  of  jrou.  The  per^n 
who  serves  the  cure  of  this  parish,  is  a  man 
of  good  character,  beloved  by  the  people,  and 
has  a  large  family.  I  shall  be  obliged  to  you 
if  you  will  continue  him  in  your  curacy.' 
The  other  told  him  he  was  sorry  he  could 
not  comply  with  his  request,  being  that  he 
bad  already  promised  the  curacy  to  a  friend 
of  his  own.  *  No  matter,' replied  Sir  Laun- 
celot, *  since  I  have  not  interest  with  you, 
I  will  endeavour  to  provide  for  Mr  Jenkins  in 
some  other  Way.' 

"  That  same  afternoon  he  walked  over  to 
the  curate's  house,  and  told  him  that  he  had 
spoken  in  his  behalf  to  Dr  Tootle,  but  the 
curacy  was  pre-engaged.  The  good  man 
having  made  a  thousand  acknowledgements 
for  the  trouble  his  honour  had  taken;  *1 
have  not  interest  sufficient  to  make  you  cu- 
rate,'  said  the  knight,  ■  but  t  can  give  you 
the  living  itself,  and  that  you  shall  have.' 


So  saying,  he  retired,  leaving  Mr  Jenkins 
incapable  of  uttering  one  syllable,  so  power- 
fully was  he  struck  with  this  unexpected  turn 
of  fortune.    The  presentation  was  immedi- 
ately made  out,  and  in  a  few  days  Mr  Jen- 
kins was  put  in  possession  of  his  benefice, 
to  the  inexpressible  joy  of  the  congregation. 
"Hitherto  every  thing  went  right,  and 
every  unprejudiced  person  comme^ed  the 
knight's  conduct;  but  in  a  little  time  his 
generosity  seemed  to  overleap  the  bounds  of 
discretion,  and  even  in  some  cases  might  be 
thought  tending  to  a  breach  of  the  king's* 
peace.    For  example,  he  compelled,  vi  ^t 
armis,  a  rich  farmer's  son  to  marry  the 
daughter  of  a  cottager,  whom  the  youi^ 
fellow  had  debauched.    Indeed  it  seems  there 
was  a  promise  of  marriage  in  the  case, 
though  it  could  not  be  legally  ascertained. 
The  wench  took  on  dismally,  and  her  pa- 
rents had  recourse  to  Sir  Launcelot,  who, 
sending  for  the  delinquent,  expostulated  with 
him  severely  on  the  injury  he  had  done  the 

Jroung  woman,  and  exhorted  him  to  save  her 
ife  and  reputation  by  performing  his  promise, 
in  which  case  he  (Sir  Launcelot^  would  ^ve 
her  three  hundred  pounds  to  her  portion. 
Whether  the  farmer  thought  there  was  some- 
thing  interested  in  this  uncommon  offer,  or 
was  a  little  elevated  by  the  consciousness  of 
his  father's  wealth,  he  rejected  the  proposal 
with  rustic  disdain,  and  said,  if  so  be  as  how 
the  wench  would  swear  the  child  to  him,  he 
would  settle  it  with  the  parish ;  but  declared, 
that  no  squire  in  the  land  should  oblige  him 
to  buckle  with  such  a  cracked  pitcher.  /This 
resolution,  however,  he  could  not  maintain ; 
for  in  less  than  two  hours  the  rector  of  the 
parish  had  directions  to  publish  the  banns, 
and  the  ceremony  was  performed  in  due 
course. 

**  Now,  thouj^  we  know  not  precisely  the 
nature  of  the  arguments  that  were  used  with 
the  farmer,  we  may  conclude  they  were  of 
the  minatory  species,  for  the  young  fellow 
could  not,  for  some  time,  look  any  person  in 
the  face. 

"The  knight  acted  as  the  general  redresser 
of  grievances.  If  a  woman  complained  to 
him  of  being  ill-treated  by  her  husband,  he 
first  inquired  into  the  foundation  of  the  com- 
plaint, and  if  he  foupl  it  just,  catechised  the 
defendant.  If  the  warning  had.  no  effect, 
and  the  man  proceeded  to  nesh  acts  of  vio- 
lence, then  his  judge  took  the  execution  of 
the  law  in  his  own  nand,  and  horse-whipped 
the  party.  Thus  he  involved  himself  in 
several  law-suits,  that  drained  him  of  pretty 
large  sums  of  money.  He  seemed  particu- 
larly incensed  at  the  least  appearance  of 
oppression,  and  supported  divers  poor  tenants 
against  the  extortion  of  their  lanlilords. 
Nay,  he  has  been  known  to  travel  two  han- 
dred  miles  as  a  volunteer,  to  offer  his  assist- 
ance in  the  cause  of  a  person  who,  he  beard, 
was  by  chicanery  and  oppression  wronged  of 
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a  considerable  estate.  He  accordingly  took 
her  uoder  his  protection,  relieved  ner  dis- 
tresses,  and  was  at  a  vast  expense  in  bring, 
ing  the  suit  to  a  determination ;  which  being 
unfavourable  to  his  client,  be  resolved  to 
bring  an  appeal  into  the  house  of  lords,  and 
certainly  would  have  executed  his  purpose, 
if  the  eaptlewoman  had  not  died  in  the  in. 
terim.'* 

At  this  period  Ferret  interrupted  the  nar. 
rator,  by  observing,  that  the  said  Greaves 
was  a  common  nuisance,  and  ougl^  to  be 
prosecuted  on  the  statute  of  barretry. 

'*  No,  sir,"  resumed  Mr  Clarke,  ^*  he  can. 
uot  be  convicted  of  barretry,  unless  he  is  al- 
ways at  variance  with  some  person  or  other, 
a  mover  of  suits  and  quarrels,  who  distuihs 
the  peace  under  colour  of  law.  Therefore 
he  is  in  the  indictment  styled,  communis 
malefactor,  calumniator,  et  seminator  liti- 
iim." 

"Pr'ythee  truce  with  thy  definitions," 
cried  Ferret,  **  and  make  an  end  of  thy  long, 
winded  story.  Thou  hast  no  title  to  be  so 
tedious,  until  thou  comest  to  have  a  coif  in 
the  court  of  common  pleas." 

Tom  smiled  contemptuous,  and  had  just 
opened  his  mouth  to  proceed,  when  the  com- 
pany  were  disturbed  by  a  hideous  repetition 
of  groans,  that  seemed  to  issue  from  the 
chamber  in  which  the  body  of  the  squire  was 
deposited.  The  landlady  matched  the  can- 
die,  and  ran  into  the  room,  followed  by  the 
doctor  and  the  rest ;  and  this  accident  natu. 
rally  suspended  the  narration.  In  like  man. 
ner,  we  shall  conclude  the  chapter,  that  the 
reader  may  have  time  to  breathe,  and  digest 
what  he  has  abready  heard. 


CHAPTER  Y. 

In  wkich  this  recamtvlation  draws   to  a 

dose, 

Whkn  t)^  landlady  entered  the  room  from 
whence  the  grganin^  proceeded,  she  found 
the  squire  lying  on  his  back,  under  the  domi- 
nion of  the  night-mare,  which  rode  him  so 
hard,  l^at  he  not  only  groaned  and  snorted, 
but  th»  sweat  ran  down  his  (ice  in  streams. 
The  perturbation  of  his  Drain,  occasioned  by 
this  pressure,  and  the  fright  he  had  lately 
undergone,  gave  rise  to  a  very  terrible  dream, 
in  winch  he  fancied  himself  apprehended  for 
a  robbery.  The  horror  of  the  gallows  was 
strong  upon  him,  when  he  was  suddenly 
awaked  by  a  violent  shock  from  the  doctor ; 
and  the  company  broke  in  upon  his  view, 
still  perverted  by  fear,  and  oedimmed  by 
slumber.  His  dream  was  now  realized  by  a 
flill  persuaFion  that  he  was  surrounded  by 
the  constable  and  his  gang.  The  first  ob- 
jectjthat  presented  itself  to  his  disordered 
view  was  the  figure  of  Ferret,  who  might 
very  well  have  passed  for  the  finisher  of  the 


law ;  against  him,  therefore,  the  first  efifort 
of  his  despair  was  directed.  He  started 
upon  the  fioor,  and  seizing  a  certain  utensil, 
that  shall  be  nameless,  launched  it  at  the 
misanthrope  with  such  violence,  that,  had  he 
not  cautiously  slipped  his  head  aside,  it  is 
supposed  that  actual  fire  would  have  been 
produced  from  the  collision  of  two  such  hard 
and  solid  substances.  All  future  mischief 
was  prevented  by  the  strength  and  agility 
of  Captain  Crowe,  who,  springing  upon  the 
assailant,  pinioned  his  arms  to  his  sides, 
crving, — **  O  damn  ye,  if  you  arc  for  runninff 
a-nea^,  I'll  soon  bring  you  to  your  bearings." 

The  squire,  thus  restrained,  soon  recollect- 
ed himself,  and  gazing  upon  every  individual 
in  the  apartment, — "  Wounds  !*'  said  he, 
*'  I've  had  an  ugly  dream.  I  thought,  for  all 
the  world,  they  were  carrying  me  to  New- 
gate, and  that  there  was  Jack  Ketch  coom 
to  vetch  me  before  mv  taim." 

Ferret,  who  was  the  person  he  had  thus 
distinguished,  eyeing  him  with  a  look  of  the 
most  emphatic  malevolence,  told  him,  it  was 
very  natural  for  a  knave  to  dream  of  New- 
gate;  and  that  he  hoped  to  see  the  day 
when  this  dream  would  be  found  a  true  pro- 
phecy, and  the  commonwealth  purged  of  all 
such  rogues  and  vagabonds :  but  it  could  not 
be  expected  that  the  vulgar  would  be  honest 
and  conscientious,  while  the  great  were  dis- 
tin^ished  by  profligacy  and  corrupticm.  The 
squire  was  dispose^  to  make  a  practical  re- 
ply t0  this  insinuation,  when  Mr  Ferret  pru- 
dently withdrew  himself  from  the  scene  of 
altercation.  The  good  woman  of  the  house 
persuaded  his  antagonist  to  take  out^iis  nap, 
assuring  him,  that  the  eggs  and  bacon,  with 
a  mug  of  excellent  ale,  should  be  forthcom- 
ing in  due  season.  The  aflfair  being  thus 
fortunately  adjusted,  the  guests  returned  to 
the  kitpben,  and  Mr  Clarke  resumed  his  story 
to  this  eflfect. 

"You'll  please  to  take  notice,  gemmen, 
tl^t,  besides  the  instances  I  have  alleged  of 
Sir  Launcelot's  extravagant  benevolence,  I 
could  recount  a«  great  many  others  of  the 
same  nature,  and  particularly  the  laudable 
vengeance  he  took  of  a  count^  lawyer.  I'm 
sorry  that  any  such  miscreant  should  belong 
to  the  profession.  He  was  clerk  of  the  as- 
size, gemmen,  in  a  certain  to ^n,  not  a  great 
way  distant ;  and  having  a  blank  pardon  left 
by  the  ju^flpe  for  some  criminals  whose  cases 
were  attetioed  with  favourable  circumstances, 
he  would  not  insert  the  name  of  one  who 
could  not  procure  a  guinea  for  tlie  fee ;  and 
the  poor  fellow,  who  tiad  only  stole  an  hour- 
glass out  of  a  shoemaker's  window,  was  ac- 
tually executed,  after  a  long  respite,  during 
which  he  had  been  permitted  to  go  abroad, 
and  earn  his  subsistence  by  his  daily  labour. 

"  Sir  Launcelot,  being  informed  of  this 
barbarous  act  of  avarice,  and  having  some 
ground  that  bordered  on  the  lawyer's  estate, 
not  only  rendered  him  contemptible  and  in- 
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famobs,  by  exposing  him  as  often  as  they  met 
on  the  grand  jury,  but  also,  being  vested 
with  the  property  of  the  ffreat  tithes,  proved 
such  a  troublesome  neigbbour,  sometimes  by 
making  waste  amon^  his  hay  and  com, 
sometimes  by  instituting  suits  against  him 
for  petty  trespasses,  that  he  was  fairly 
obliged  to  quit  his  habitation,  and  remove 
into  another  part  of  the  kingdom. 

**  All  these  avocations  could  not  divert  Sir 
Launcelot  from  the  execution  of  a  wild 
scheme,  which  has  carried  his  extravagance 
to  such  a  pitch,  that  I  am  afraid,  if  a  statute 
— ^you  unaerstand  me,  semmen — ^were  sued, 
the  jury  would — I  don't  choose  to  explain 
myself  further  on  this  circumstance.  Be 
that  as  it  may,  the  servants  at  Greavesbury- 
hall  were  not  a  little  confounded,  when  their 
master  took  down  from  the  family  armoury 
a  complete  suit  of  armour,  which  had  be- 
longed to  his  great-grandfather,  Sir  Marma- 
duke  Greaves,  a  great  warrior,  who  lost  his 
life  in  the  service  of  his  king.  This  armour 
bein^  scoured,  repaired,  and  altered,  so  as  to 
fit  Sir  Launcelot,  a  certain  knight,  whom  I 
don't  choose  to  name,  because  I  believe  he 
cannot  be  proved  compos  mentis,  came  down, 
seemingly  on  a  visit,  with  two  attendants  ; 
and,  on  the  eve  of  the  festival  of  St  George, 
the  armour  being  carried  into  the  chapel.  Sir 
Launcelot  (Lord  have  mercy  upon  us !)  re- 
mained all  night  in  that  dismal  place  alone, 
and  without  light,  though  it  was  confidently 
reported  all  over  the  country,  that  tha4)lace 
was  haunted  b]r  the  spirit  of  his  great-great- 
uncle,  who,  being  lunatic  had  cut  his  throat 
from  e^  to  ear,  and  was  found  dead  on  the 
communion  table." 

It  was  observed,  that,  while  Mr  Clarke  re- 
hearsed this  circumstance,  his  eyes  began  to 
stare,  and  his  teeth  to  chatter ;  while  Dolly, 
whose  looks  were  fixed  invariably  on  this 
narrator,  growing  pale,  and  hitching  her 
joint-stool  nearer  the  chimney,  exclaimed,  in 
a  frightened  tone, — "  Moother,  moother,^in 
the  name  of  God,  look  to  'un  !  how  a  quakes ! 
As  Tm  a  precious  saoul,  a  looks  as  if  a  saw 
something."  Tom  forced  a  smile,  and  thus 
proceeded. — 

**  While  Sir  Launcelot  tarried  within  the 
chapel,  with  the  doors  all  locked,  the  other 
knight  stalked  round  and  round  it  on  the  out- 
side, with  his  sword  drawn,  to  the  terror  of 
divers  persons  who  were  present  at  the  cere- 
mony. As  soon  as  day  broke,  he  opened  one 
of  the  doors,  and,  going  in  to  Sir  Launcelot, 
read  a  book  for  some  time,  which  we  did  sup- 
pose to  be  the  constitutions  of  knight-errant- 
ry :  then  we  heard  a  loud  slap,  which  echoed 
through  the  whole  chapel,  and  the  stranger 
pronounced,  with  an  audible  and  solemn 
voice, — *<  In  the  name  of  God,  St  Michael, 
and  St  Greorfie,  I  dub  thee  knight — be  fidth- 
ful,  bold,  and  fortunate."  You  cannot  ima- 
gine, gemroen,  what  an  effect  this  strange 
ceremony  had  upon  the  people  who  were 


assembled.  They  gazed  at  one  another  in 
silent  horror,  and  when  Sir  Launcelot  came 
forth  completely  armed,  took  to  their  heels 
in  a  body,  and  fled  with  the  utmost  precipi- 
tation. I  myself  was  overturned  in  the 
crowd ;  and  this  was  the  case  with  that  very 
individual  person  who  now  serves  him  as  a 
squire.  He  was  so  frightened,  that  he  could 
not  rise,  but  lay  roaring  in  such  sc  manner, 
that  the  kniffht  came  up,  and  gave  him  a 
thwack  with  nis  lance  across  the  shoulders, 
which  roused  him  with  a  vengeance.  For  my 
own  part,  I  freely  own  I  was  not  unmoved 
at  seeing  such  a  figure  come  stalking  out  of 
a  church  in  the  grey  of  the  morning ;  for  it 
recalled  to  my  remembrance  the  idea  of  the 

fhost  in  Hamlet,  which  I  had  seen  acted  in 
^ruiT-lane,  when  I  made  my  first  trip  to 
London,  and  I  had  not  yet  got  rid  of  the  im- 
pression. 

*'Sir  Launcelot,  attended  by  the  other 
kniffht,  proceeded  to  the  stable,  from  whence, 
with  his  own  hands,  he  drew  forth  one  of  his 
best  horses,  a  fine  mettlesome  sorrel,  who  had 
got  blood  in  him,  ornamented  with  rich  trap- 
pings. In  a  trice,  the  two  knights,  and  the 
other  two  strangers,  who  now  appeared  to 
be  trumpeters,  were  mounted.  Sir  Launce- 
lot's  armour  was  lacquered  black  ;  and  on  his 
shield  was  represented  the  moon  in  her  first 
quarter,  with  the  motto  Impleat  orbem. 
The  trumpets  having  sounded  a  charge,  the 
stranger  pronounced  with  a  loud  voice, — 
*  God  preserve  this  gallant  knight  in  all  his 
honourable  achievements ;  and  may  he  long 
continue  to  press  the  sides  of  his  now  adopted 
steed,  which  I  denominate  Bronzomarte, 
hoping  that  he  will  rival  in  swiflness  and 
spirit,  Bayardo,  Brigliadoro,  or  any  other 
steed  of  past  or  present  chivalry !'  After 
another  flourish  of  the  trumpets,  all  four 
clapped  spurs  to  their  horses,  Sir  Launcelot 
couching  his  lance,  and  galloped  to  and  fro, 
as  if  they  had  been  mad,  to  the  terror  and 
astonishment  of  all  the  spectators. 

<<  What  should  have  induced  our  knight  to 
choose  this  here  man  for  his  squire,  is  not 
easy  to  determine ;  for,  of  all  the  servants 
about  the  house,  he  was  the  least  likely 
either  to  please  his  master,  or  engage  in  such 
an  undertaJcing.  H  is  name  is  Timothv  Crabr 
shaw,  and  he  ac^ted  in  the  capacity  of  wnipper- 
in  to  Sir  Everhard.  He  afterwards  married 
the  daughter  of  a  poor  cottager,  by  whom  he 
has  several  children,  and  was  employed  about 
the  house  as  a  ploughman  and  carter.  To 
be  sure,  the  fellow  has  a  dry  sort  of  humour 
about  him ;  but  he  was  universally  hated 
among  the  servants  for  his  abusive  tongue 
and  perverse  disposition,  which  often  brought 
him  into  trouble ;  for,  although  the  feUow  is 
as  strong  as  an  clepkant,  he  has  no  more  cour- 
age naturally  than  a  chicken — ^I  say  naturally, 
because,  since,  his  being  amember  of  knight- 
errantry,  he  has  done  some  things  that  appear 
altogether  incre^jfile  and  pretenuituraL 
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'*  Timothy  kept  such  a  bawling,  after  he 
had  received  the  blow  from  Sir  jLauncelot, 
that  every  body  on  the  field  thought  some  of 
his  bones  were  broken ;  and  his  wife,  with 
five  bantlinffs  came  snivellin^f  to  the  knight, 
who  ordered  her  to  send  tJie  husband  directly 
to  his  house.  Tim  accordingly  went  thither, 
groaning  piteously  all  the  way,  creeping 
along  with  his  body  bent  like  a  Greenland 
canoe.  As  soon  as  he  entered  the  court,  the 
outward  door  was  shut ;  and  Sir  Launcelot, 
coming  down  stairs  with  a  horsewhip  in  his 
hand,  asked  what  was  the  matter  with  him 
that  he  complained  so  dismally.  To  this 
question  he  replied, — '  That  it  was  as  com- 
mon as  duck-weed  in  his  country,  for  a  man 
to  complain  when  his  bones  were  broken.' 
'  What  should  have  broken  your  bones  V  said 
the  knight.  *  I  cannot  guess,'  answered  the 
other,  *  unless  it  was  that  delicate  switch 
that  your  honour  in  your  mad  pranks  handled 
so  dexterously  upon  my  carcass.'  Sir  Laun- 
celot then  told  him  there  was  nothing  so 
good  for  a  bruise  as  a  sweat,  and  he  had  the 
remedy  in  his  hand.  Timothy,  eyeing  the 
horsewhip  askance,  observed  that  there  waa 
another  stiU  more  speedy,  to  wit,  a  moderate 
pill  of  lead,  with  a  sufficient  dose  of  gun- 
powder. *No,  rascal,'  cried  the  knight, 
'that  must  be  reserved  for  your  betters.' 
So  saying,  he  employed  the  instrument  so 
effectually,  that  Crabshaw  soon  forgot  his 
finctured  ribs,  and  capered  about  with  great 
agility. 

'*  When  he  had  been  disciplined  in  this 
manner  to  some  purpose,  the  knight  told  him 
he  might  retire,  but  ordered  him  to  return 
next  rooming,  when  he  should  have  a  repe- 
tition of  the  meiAcine,  provided  he  did  not 
find  himself  capable  of  walking  in  an  erect 
posture. 

"  The  gate  was  no  sooner  thrown  open, 
than  Timothy  ran  home  with  aU  the  speed 
of  a  greyhound,  a'^d  corrected  his  wife,  by 
whose  advice  he  had  pretended  to  be  so 
grievously  damaged  in  his  person. 

*'  Nobody  dreamed  that  he  would  next  day 
present  himself  at  Greavesbury-hall ;  never- 
theless, he  was  there  very  early  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  even  closeted  a  whole  hour  with 
Sir  Launcelot.  He  came  out  making  wry 
faces,  and  several  times  slapped  himself  on 
the  forehead,  crving, — *  Bodikins !  thof  he  be 
crazy,  1  an't,  that  J  an't !'  When  be  was 
asked  #hat  was  the  matter?  he  said,  he 
believed  the  devil  had  got  in  him,  and  he 
should  never  be  his  own  man  again. 

*'  That  same  day  the  knight  carried  him  to 
Ashenton,  where  he  bespoke  those  accoutre- 
ments which  he  now  wears ;  and  while  these 
were  making,  it  was  thought  the  poor  fellow 
would  have  run  distracted.  He  did  nothing 
but  growl,  and  cnrse,  and  swear  to  himself 
run  backwards  and  forwards  between  his  own 
hut  and  Greavesbury-hall,  and  quarrel  with 
the  horses  in  the  stable.    At  length  his  wife 
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I  and  family  were  removed  into  a  snug  fiirm- 
house  that  happened  to  be  empty,  and  care 
taken  that  they  should  be  comfortably  main- 
tained. 

**  These  precautions  being  taken,  the  knight, 
one  morning  at  day-break,  mounted  Bronzo- 
marte,  and  Crabshaw,  as  his  squire,  ascended 
the  back  of  a  clumsy  cart-horse,  called  Gil- 
bert. This  again  was  looked  upon  as  an 
instance  of  insanity  in  the  said  Crabshaw ; 
for,  of  all  horses  in  the  stable,  Gilbert  was 
the  most  stubborn  and  vicious,  and  had  often 
like  to  have  done  mischief  to  Timothy  while 
he  drove  the  cart  and  plough.  When  he 
was  out  of  humour,  he  would  kick  and  plunge, 
as  if  the  devil  was  in  him.  He  once  thrust 
Crabshaw  into  the  middle  of  a  quickset-hedee, 
where  he  was  terribly  torn :  another  time  lie 
canted  him  over  his  head  into  a  quagmire, 
where  he  stuck  with  his  heels  up,  and  must 
have  perished,  if  people  had  not  been  passing 
that  way :  a  third  time  he  seized  him  in  the 
stable  with  his  teeth  by  the  rim  of  the  belly,' 
and  swung  him  off  the  CTound,  to  the  great 
danger  of  his  life :  and  I'll  be  hanged,  if  it 
was  not  owing  to  Gilbert,  that  Crabshaw 
was  now  thrown  into  the  river. 

**  Thus  mounted  and  accoutred,  the  knight 
and  his  squire  set  out  on  their  first  excursion. 
They  turned  off  from  the  common  highway, 
and  travelled  all  that  day  without  meeting 
any  thing  worthy  recounting;  but,  in  the 
morning  of  the  second  day,  they  were  fa- 
voured with  an  adventure.  The  hunt  was 
upon  a  common  through  which  they  travelled, 
and  the  hounds  were  in  full  cry  alter  a  fox, 
when  Crabshaw,  prompted  by  his  own  mis- 
chievous disposition,  and  neglecting  the  order 
of  his  master,  who  called  aloud  to  him  to  de- 
sist, rode  up  to  the  hounds,  and  crossed  them 
at  full  gallop.  The  huntsman,  who  was  not 
far  off,  running  towards  the  squire,  bestowed 
upon  his  head  such  a  memento  with  his  pole, 
as  made  the  landscape  dance  before  his  eyes ; 
and  in  a  twinkling  he  was  surrounded  by  all 
the  foxhunters,  who  plied  their  whips  about 
his  ears  with  infinite  agility.  Sir  Launcelot 
advancing  at  an  easy  pace,  instead  of  assist- 
ing the  disastrous  squire,  exhorted  his  adver- 
sarierto  punish  him  severely  for  his  insolence, 
and  they  were  not  slow  in  obeying  this  in- 
junction. Crabshaw  finding  himself  in  this 
disagreeable  situation,  and  that  there  was  no 
succour  to  be  expected  from  his  master,  on 
whose  prowess  he  had  depended,  grew  des- 
perate, and,  clubbing  his  whip,  laid  about 
nim  with  great  fury,  wheeling  about  Gilbert, 
who  was  not  idle ;  for  he,  having  received 
some  of  the  favours  intended  for  his  rider, 
both  bit  with  his  teeth,  and  kicked  with  his 
heels ;  and  at  last  made  his  way  througii  the 
ring  that  encircled  him,  though  not  before  he 
had  broken  the  huntsman's  leg,  lamed  one  of 
the  best  horses  on  the  field,  and  killed  half  a 
score  of  the  hounds. 

*'  Crabshaw,  seeing  himself  clear  of  the 
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fray,  did  not  tarry  to  take  leave  of  his  master, 
but  made  the  most  of  his  way  to  Greavesbury- 
hall,  where  he  appeared  hardly  with  any  ves- 
tige of  the  human  countenance,  so  much  had 
he  been  defaced  in  this  adventure.  He  4id 
not  iul  to  raise  a  sreat  clamour  against  Sir 
Launcelot,  whom  he  cureed  as  a  coward  in 

Elain  terras,  swearing  he  would  never  serve 
im  another  day :  but  whether  he  altered  his 
mind  on  cooler  reflection,  or  was  lectured  by 
his  wife,  who  well  understood  her  own  in- 
terest, he  rose  with  the  cock,  and  went 
again  in  quest  of  Sir  Launcelot,  who^n  he 
found  on  the  eve  of  a  very  hazardous  enter* 
prise. 

'*  In  the  midst  of  a  lane,  the  knight  hap- 
pened to  meet  with  a  party  of  about  forty 
recruits,  commanded  by  a  serjeant,  a  corpo- 
ral, and  a  drummer,  which  last  had  his  drum 
slung  at  his  back ;  but  seeing  such  a  strange 
figure  mounted  on  a  hiffh-spirited  horse,  he 
was  seized  with  an  inclination  to  divert  his 
company.  With  this  view,  he  braced  his 
drum,  and  hanging  it  in  its  proper  position, 
began  to  beat  a  point  of  war,  advancing 
under  the  very  nose  of  Bronzomarte ;  while 
the  corporal  exclaimed,-—'  D— n  my  eyes, 
who  have  we  got  here ! — Old  King  Stephen, 
from  the  horse  armoury  in  the  tower,  or  the 
fellow  that  rides  armed  at  my  lord  mayor's 
show  V  The  knight's  steed  seemed  at  least 
as  well  pleased  with  the  sound  of  the  drum, 
as  were  the  recruits  that  followed  it ;  and 
signified  his  satisfaction  in  some  curvetings 
and  caprioles,  which  did  not  at  all  discom- 
pose tne  rider,  who,  addressing  himself  to 
the  seijeant, — <  Friend,'  said  he,  *  you  ought 
to  teach  your  drummer  better  manners.  I 
would  chastise  the  fellow  on  the  spot  for 
bis  insolence,  were  it  not  out  of  the  respect 
I  bear  to  his  majesty's  service.'  *  Respect 
mine  a  !'  cried  this  ferocious  commander, 
*  what,  d'ye  think  to  frighten  us  with  your 
pewter  piss-pot  on  your  skull,  and  your  lac- 
quered pot-lid  on  your  arm  ?  get  out  of  the 
wav,  and  be  d — -^1,  or  I'll  raise  with  my 
halbert  such  a  clatter  upon  your  target,  that 
you'll  remember  it  the  longest  day  you  have 
to  live.'  At  that  instant  Urabshaw  arriving 
npqn  Gilbert, — *  So,  rascal,'  said  Sir  Laun- 
celot, *yoa  are  returned.  Gro  and  beat  in 
that  scoundrel's  drum-head.' 

"The  squire,  who  saw  no  weapons  of 
offence  about  the  drummer  but  a  sword, 
which  he  hoped  the  owner  durst  not  draw, 
and  being  resolved  to  exert  himself  in  making 
atonement  for  his  desertion,  advanced  to  exe- 
cute his  master's  orders ;  but  Gilbert,  who 
Hked  not  the  noise,  refiised  to  proceed  in  the 
ordinary  way.  Then  the  squire  turning  his 
tail  to  the  drummer,  he  advanced  in  a  retro- 
grade motion,  and  with  one  kick  of  his  heels, 
not  only  broke  the  dram  into  a  thousand 
pieces,  out  laid  the  drammer  in  the  mire, 
with  snch  a  blow  upon  his  hip-bone,  that  he 
halted  all  the  dayi  of  his  life.    Theracruits* 


perceiving  the  discomfiture  of  their  leader, 
armed  themselves  with  stones ;  the  seijeant 
raised  his  halbert  in  a  posture  of  defence,  and 
immediately  a  severe  action  ensued.  By 
this  time  Crabshaw  had  drawn  his  sword,  and 
began  to  lay  about  him  like  a  devil  incarnate ; 
but,  in  a  little  time,  he  was  saluted  by  a  volley 
of  stones,  one  of  which  knocked  out  two  of 
his  grinders,  and  brought  him  to  the  earth, 
where  he  had  liked  to  mve  found  no  quarter ; 
for  the  whole  company  crowded  about  him, 
with  their  cudgels  brandished ;  and  perhaps 
he  owed  his  preservation  to  their  pressing 
so  hard  that  they  hindered  one  another  from 
using  their  weapons. 

<*  Sir  Launcelot  seeing,  with  indignation, 
the  unworthy  treatment  his  squire  had  re- 
ceived, and  scorning  to  stain  his  lance  with 
the  blood  of  plebeians,  instead  of  couching  it 
in  the  rest,  seized  it  by  the  middle,  and 
fetching  one  blow  at  the  serjeant,  broke  in 
twain  the  halbert,  which  he  had  raised  as  a 
quarter-staff  for  his  defence.  The  second 
stroke  encountered  his  pate,  which  being 
the  hardest  part  about  aim,  sustained  the 
shock  without  damage ;  but  the  third,  light- 
ing on  his  ribs,  he  honoured  the  giver 
with  immediate  prostration.  The  general 
being  thus  overthrown.  Sir  Launcelot  ad- 
vanced to  the  relief  of  Crabshaw,  and  handled 
his  weapon  so  effectually,  that  the  whole 
body  of  the  enemy  were  oisabled  or  routed, 
before  one  cudgel  had  touched  the  carcass 
of  the  fallen  squire.  As  for  the  corporal, 
instead  of  standing  by  his  commanding  offi- 
cer, he  had  overleaped  the  hedge,  and  run 
to  the  constable  of  an  adjoining  village  for 
assistance.  Accordingly,  before  Crabshaw 
could  be  properly  remounted,  the  peace- 
officer  arrived  with  his  posse ;  and  by  the 
corporal  was  charged  with  Sir  Launcelot 
and  his  squire  as  two  highwaymen.  The 
constable,  astonished  at  the  martial  figure 
of  the  knight,  and  intimidated  at  sight  or  the 
havoc  he  had  made,  contented  himself  with 
standing  at  a  distance,  displaying  the  badge 
of  his  office,  and  reminding  the  Knight  that 
he  represented  his  majesty's  person. 

"  Sir  Launcelot,  seeing  the  poor  man  in 
great  agitation,  assured  him  that  his  desig^n 
was  to  enforce,  not  violate  the  laws  of  his 
country ;  and  that  he  and  his  squire  would 
attend  him  to  the  next  justice  of  peace; 
but,  in  the  mean  time,  he,  in  his  turn, 
charged  the  peace-officer  with  the  ser- 
jeant and  drummer,  who  had  begun  the 
fray. 

"  The  justice  had  been  a  pettifogger,  and 
was  a  sycophant  to  a  nobleman  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, who  had  a  post  at  court.  He 
therefore  thought  he  should  oblige  his  patron 
by  showing  his  respect  for  the  military ;  and 
treated  our  knight  with  the  most  boorish 
insolence ;  but  refused  to  admit  him  into  hia 
house,  until  he  had  surrendered  all  &is  wea- 
pons of  offience  to  the  constable.    Sir  Laun- 
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oelot  and  his  sqnire  beiDff  found  the  aggress- 
on,  the  justice  insistecT  upon  making  out 
their  mittimus,  if  they  did  not  find  haU  im- 
mediately; and  could  hardly  be  prevailed 
upon  to  aeree  that  they  should  remain  at  the 
house  of  uie  constable,  who  being  a  publican, 
undertook  to  keep  them  in  safe  custody, 
until  the  knight  could  write  to  his  steward. 
Meanwhile  he  was  bound  over  to  the  peace ; 
and  the  seijeant  with  his  drummer  were  told 
they  had  a  good  action  against  him  for  assault 
and  battery,  either  by  information  or  indict- 
ment. 

**  They  were  not,  however,  so  fond  of  the 
law  as  the  justice  seemed  to  be.  Their  sen. 
timents  had  taken  a  turn  in  favour  of  Sir 
Laoncelot,  during  the  course  of  his  examina- 
tion, by  which  it  appeared  that  he  was  really 
a  gentleman  of  nshion  and  fortune;  and 
they  resolved  to  compromise  the  affiiir  with. 
oat  the  intervention  of  his  worship.  Accord- 
ingly, the  seijeant  repaired  to  the  constable's 
house,  where  the  knight  was  lodged,  and 
humbled  himself  before  his  honour,  protest- 
ing with  many  oaths,  that,  if  he  had  known 
his  quality,  he  would  have  beaten  the  drum- 
mers brains  about  his  ears,  for  presuming  t8 
give  his  honour  or  his  horse  the  least  dis- 
turbance ;  thof  the  fellow,  he  believed,  was 
sufficiently  punished  *in  being  a  cripple  for 
life. 

'*  Sir  Launcelot  admitted  of  his  apologies, 
and  taking  compassion  on  the  fellow  who 
had  suffered  so  severely  for  his  folly,  resolved 
to  provide  for  his  maintenance.  Upon  the 
representation  of  the  parties  to  the  justice, 
the  warrant  was  next  day  discharged ;  and 
the  kniffht  returned  to  his  own  house,  at- 
tended by  the  serjeant  and  the  drummer 
mounted  on  horseback,  the  recnuts  being 
left  to  the  corporaPs  charge. 

**  The  halberdier  found  the  good  effects  of 
Sir  Launcelot's  liberality ;  and  his  companion 
beinff  rendered  unfit  for  his  majesty's  service, 
by  the  heels  of  Gilbert,  is  now  entertamed 
at  Greavesbuiy.baU,  where  he  will  probably 
remain  for  life. 

**  As  for  Crabshaw,  his  master  gave  him 
to  understand,  that  if  he  did  not  think  him 

Sretty  well  chastised  for  his  presumption  and 
ight,  by  the  discipline  he  had  undergone  in 
the  last  two  adventures,  he  would  turn  him 
out  of  his  service  with  dismce.  Timothy 
•aid,  he  believed  it  would  oe  the  greatest 
frvour  he  could  do  him  to  turn  him  out 
of  a  service  in  which  he  knew  he  should 
be  rib-roasted  every  day,  and  murdered  at 
last 

**  In  this  situation  were  things  at  Greaves- 
bnry-hall  about  a  month  ago,  when  I  crossed 
the  country  to  Ferrybridge,  where  I  met  my 
nncle ;  probably  this  is  tne  first  incident  of 
their  second  excursion ;  for  the  distance  be* 
tween  this  here  house  and  Sir  Launcelot's 
estate  does  not  exceed  fourscore  or  ninety 
miles.'* 


CHAPTER  VL 

In  which  the  redder  taill  perceive  that  fH 
some  caees  madness  %s  catching, 

Mb  Clarke  having  made  an  end  of  his 
narrative,  the  surgeon  thanked  him  for  the 
entertainment  he  bad  received  ;  and  Mr  Fer- 
ret shrugged  up  his  shoulders  in  silent  disap. 
probation.  As  for  Captain  Crowe,  who  used 
at  such  pauses  to  pour  in  a  broadside  of  die- 
membered  remarks,  linked  together  like 
chain-shot,  he  spoke  not  a  syllable  for  some 
time ;  but,  lighting  a  firesh  pipe  at  the  can* 
die,  began  to  roll  such  voluminous  clouds  of 
smoke  as  in  an  instant  filled  the  whole  apart* 
ment,  and  rendered  himself  invisible  to  the 
whole  company.  Though  he  thus  shrouded 
himself  fVom  their  view,  he  did  not  long  re- 
main concealed  from  their  hearinfir.  They 
first  heard  a  strange  dissonant  cackle,  which 
the  doctor  knew  to  be  a  sea-laugb,-  and  this 
was  followed  by  an  eager  exclamation  of-^ 
'*  Rare  pastime,  strike  my  yards  and  top*, 
masts  ; — ^I've  a  gcKid  mind — ^why  shouldn't — 
many  a  losing  voyage  I've— smite  my  taffrel 
but  I  wool — " 

By  this  time  he  had  relaxed  so  much  in  hia 
fumigation,  that  the  tip  of  his  nose  and  one 
eye  re-appeared ;  and  as  he  had  drawn  his 
wig  forwards,  so  as  to  cover  his  whole  fore* 
head,  the  figure  that  now  saluted  their  eyes 
was  much  more  ferocious  and  terrible  than 
the  fire-breathing  chimera  of  the  ancients. 
Notwithstanding  this  dreadful  appearance, 
there  was  no  indignation  in  his  heart,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  an  agreeable  curiosity, 
which  he  was  determined  to  gratify. 

Addressing  himself  to  Mr  Fillet, — "  Pr'y- 
thee,  doctor,"  said  he,  '*  can'st  tell  whether 
a  man,  without  being  rated  a  lord  or  a  baron, 
or  what  dy'ye  call  um,  d'ye  see,  mayn't  take 
to  the  hiffhwav  in  the  way  of  a  frolic  d'ye 
see  1  A  dad !  for  my  own  part,  brother,  I'm 
resolved  as  how  to  cruise  a  bit  in  the  way  of 
an  arrant^— if  so  be  as  I  can't  at  once  be  com* 
mander,  mayhap  I  may  be  bore  upon  the 
books  as  a  petty  officer  or  the  like,  d'ye  see." 

"  Now,  the  Lord  forbid !"  cried  Clarke, 
with  tears  in  his  eyes,  "  I'd  rather  see  you 
dead  than  brought  to  such  a  dilemma." 
*'  Mayhap  thou  would'st,"  answered  the  un- 
cle ;  '*  for  then,  my  lad,  there  would  be  some 
picking — aha !  do'st  thou  tip  me  the  travel, 
ier,  my  boy  1"  Tom  assured  him  he  scorned 
any  such  mercenary  views: — "I  am  only 
concerned,"  said  he,  *'  that  you  should  take 
any  step  that  might  tend  to  the  disgrace  of 
yourself  or  vour  fiunily ;  and  I  say  again,  I 
had  rather  die  than  live  to  see  you  reckoned 
any  other  ways  than  compos.'*  "  Die  and 
be  d        d  !  you  shambling  half  timbered  son 

of  a ,"  cried  the  choleric  Crowe,  "do'st 

talk  to  me  of  keeping  a  reckoning  and  com- 
pass 1-»I  eould  keep  a  reckoning,  and  Irax 
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m/  compttM  long  enoogfa  before  thy  keel- 
stone  was  laid-^mm  Crowe  is  not  come 
here  to  ask  thy  counsel  bow  to  steer  bis 
coorae."  "  Lord,  sir,"  resumed  the  nephew, 
"  consider  what  people  will  say — all  the  world 
will  think  you  mad."  "Set  thy  heart  at 
ease,  Tom,"  cried  the  seaman,  "  I'll  have  a 
trip  to  and  again  in  this  here  channel.  Mad  ? 
what  then,  I  think  for  my  part  one  half  of 
the  nation  is  mad— and  the  other  not  very 
sound — I  don't  see  why  I  han't  as  good  a 
right  to  be  mad  as  another  man.  But,  doc- 
tor, as  I  was  saying,  Pd  be  bound  to  you,  if 
you  would  direct  me  where  I  can  buy  that 
same  tackle  that  an  arrant  must  wear ;  as  for 
the  matter  of  the  long-pole,  headed  with 
iron,  I'd  never  desire  better  than  a  good 
boat-hook,  and  I  could  make  a  special  good 
target  of  that  there  tin  sconce  that  holds  the 
candle-^roayhap  any  blacksmith  will  hammer 
me  a  scull-cap,  d'ye  see,  out  of  an  old  brass 
kettle ;  and  I  can  call  my  horse  by  the  name 
of  my  ship,  which  was  MuftiV 

The  surgeon  was  one  of  those  wags  who 
can  laugh  inwardly,  without  exhibiting  the 
least  outward  mark:  of  mifth  or  satisfaction. 
He  at  once  perceived  the  amusement  which 
might  be  drawn  from  this  ptrange  disposition 
of  the  sailor,  together  with  the  most  likely 
means  which  could  be  used  to  divert  him 
ftom  such  an  extravagant  pursuit.  He  there- 
fore tipped  Clarke  the  wink  with  one  side  of 
his  face,  while  the  other  was  very  gravely 
turned  to  the  captain,  whom  he  addressed  to 
this  effect. — ^**lt  is  not  far  from  hence  to 
Sheffield,  where  you  might  be  completely 
fitted  in  half  a  day — then  you  must  Mrake 
your  armour  in  church  or  chapel,  and  be 
dubbed.  As  for  this  last  ceremony,  it  may 
be  performed  by  any  person  whatsoever.  Don 
Quixote  was  dubbed  by  his  landlord ;  and 
there  are  many  instances  on  record  of  er- 
rants  obliging  and  compelling  the  next  per- 
son they  met  to  cross  their  shoulders,  and 
dub  them  knights.  I  myself  would  under- 
take to  be  your  godfather ;  and  I  have  inter- 
est enouffh  to  procure  the  keys  of  the  parish 
church  that  stands  hard  by  ;  besides,  this  is 
the  eve  of  St  Martin,  who  was  himself  a 
knight-errant,  and  therefore  a  proper  patron 
to  noviciate.  I  wish  we  could  borrow  Sir 
Launcelot's  armour  for  the  occasion.** 

Crowe,  being  struck  with  this  hint,  started 
n]>,  and,  laying  his  fingers  on  his  lips  to  en- 
join silence,  walked  off  sofUy  on  his  tiptoes, 
to  listen  at  the  door  of  our  knight's  apart- 
ment, and  judge  whether  or  not  he  was 
asleep.  Mr  Fillet  took  this  opportunity  to 
tell  his  nephew  that  it  would  be  in  vain  for 
him  to  combat  this  humour  with  reason  and 
aigument ;  but  the  most  effectual  way  of  di- 
verting him  from  the  plan  of  knight-errantry 
would  be  to  frighten  him  heartuy  while  he 
should  keep  his  vigil  in  the  church.  To- 
wards the  accompliuiment  of  which  purpose, 
he  craved  the  assistance  of  the  misanthrope 


as  well  as  the  nephew.  Clarke  seemed  to 
relish  the  scheme ;  and  observed,  that  his 
uncle,  though  endued  with  courage  enough 
to  face  any  human  dan^r,  had  at  bottom  a 
strong  fund  of  supeistition,  which  he  had 
acquired,  or  at  least  improved,  in  the  course 
of  a  sea  life.  Ferret,  who  perhaps  would 
not  have  gone  ten  paces  out  of  bis  road  to 
save  Crowe  from  the  gallows,  nevertheless 
engaged  as  an  auxiliary,  merely  in  hope  of 
seeing  a  fellow-creature  miserable ;  and  even 
undertook  to  be  the  principal  agent  in  this 
adventure.  For  this  office,  indeed,  he  was 
better  qualified  than  they  could  have  ima- 
gined. In  the  bundle  which  he  kept  under 
his  great  coat,  there  was,  together  with  di- 
vers nostrums,  a  small  phial  of  liquid  phos- 
phorus, sufficient,  as  he  had  already  observed, 
to  frighten  a  whole  neighbourhood  out  of 
their  senses. 

In  order  to  concert  the  previous  measures, 
without  being  overheard,  these  confederates 
retired  with  a  candle  and  lanthorn  into  the 
stable  ;  and  their  backs  were  scarce  turned* 
when  captain  Crowe  came  in  loaded  with 
pieces  of  the  knight's  armour,  which  he  had 
Conveyed  from  the  apartment  of  Sir  Launce- 
lot,  whom  he  had  left  fast  asleep. 

Understanding  that  the  rest  of  the  compa- 
ny were  gone  out  for  a  moment,  he  could  not 
resist  the  inclination  he  felt  of  communicat- 
ing  his  intention  to  the  landlady,  who,  with 
her  daughter,  had  been  too  much  engaged  in 
preparing  Crabshaw's  supper,  to  know  the 
purport  of  their  conversation.  The  good 
woman,  being  informed  of  the  captain's  de- 
sign to  remain  alone  all  night  in  the  church, 
began  to  oppose  it  witli  all  her  rhetoric.  She 
said  it  was  setting  his  Maker  at  defiance, 
and  a  wilful  running  into  temptation.  She 
assured  him  that  all  the  country  knew  that 
the  church  was  haunted  by  spirits  and  hob- 
goblins ;  that  lights  had  been  seen  in  every 
comer  of  it,  and  a  tall  woman  in  white  had 
one  night  appeared  upon  the  top  of  the 
tower;  that  dreadful  shrieks  were  often 
heard  to  come  from  the  south  aisle,  where  a 
murdered  man  had  been  buried ;  that  she 
herself  had  seen  the  cross  on  the  steeple  all 
a-fire  ;  and  one  evening  as  she  passed  on 
horseback,  close  by  the  stile  at  the  entrance 
into  the  church-yard,  the  horse  stood  still, 
sweating  and  trembling,  and  had  no  power 
to  proc^  until  she  had  repeated  the  Lord's 
prayer. 

These  remarks  made  a  strong  impression 
on  the  imagination  of  Crowe,  who  asked,  in 
some  confusion,  if  she  had  got  that  same 
prayer  in  print  1  She  made  no  answer,  but 
reaching  the  pra3rer-book  from  a  shelf,  and 
turning  up  the  leaf,  put  it  into  his  hand ;  then 
the  captam,  having  adiusted  his  spectacles, 
began  to  read,  or  ratner  spell  aloud,  with 
equal  eagerness  and  solemnity.  He  had  re« 
fVeshed  bis  memory  so  well  as  to  remember 
the  whole,  when  the  doctor,  returning  with 
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his  companioDs*  ffave  bim  to  underatimd  that 
he  had  procured  the  key  of  the  chancel, 
where  he  might  watch  hia  armour  as  well  as 
in  the  body  of  the  church,  and  that  he  was 
ready  to  conduct  him  to  the  spot.  Crowe 
was  not  now  quite  so  forward  as  he  had  ap- 
peared before  to  achieve  this  kdventure  :  he 
began  to  start  objections  with  respect  to  the 
borrowed  armour ;  he  wanted  to  stipulate  the 
comforts  of  a  can  of  flip,  and  a  candle's  end, 
during  his  vigil ;  and  ninted  something  of 
the  damage  he  might  sustain  from  your  ma- 
licious imps  of  darkness. 

The  doctor  told  him,  the  constitutions  of 
chivalry  absolutely  required  that  he  should  be 
left  in  the  dark  alone,  and  fasting,  to  spend 
the  night  in  pious  meditations ;  but  if.he  had 
any  fears  which  disturbed  his  conscience,  he 
had  much  better  desist,  and  give  up  all 
thou^fhts  of  knight-errantry,  which  could  not 
consist  with  the  least  shadow  of  apprehen- 
sion. The  captain,  stung  by  this  remark, 
replied  not  a  word ;  but,  gathering  up  the 
armour  into  a  bundle,  threw  it  on  his  back, 
and  set  out  for  the  place  of  probation,  pre- 
ceded by  Clarke  with  the  lanthom.  When 
they  arrived  at  the  church,  Fillq^,  who  had 
procured  the  key  from  the  sexton,  who  was 
his  patient,  opened  the  door,  and  conducted 
our  novice  into  the  middle  of  the  chancel, 
where  the  armour  was  deposited ;  then  bid- 
dine^  Crowe  draw  his  hanger,  committed  him 
to  the  protection  of  Heaven,  assuring  him  he 
would  come  back,  and  find  him  either  dead 
or  alive  by  daybreak,  and  perform  the  re- 
maining part  of  the  ceremony.  So  saying, 
he  and  the  other  associates  shook  him  by  the 
hand,  and  took  their  leave,  after  the  surgeon 
had  tilted  up  tlie  lanthom  to  take  a  view  of 
his  visage,  which  was  pale  and  haggard. 

"  Before  the  door  was  locked  upon  him, 
he  called  aloud, — "hilloa!  doctor,  hip — 
another  word,  d'ye  see^"  They  forthwith 
returned  to  know  what  he  wanted,  and  found 
him  already  in  a  sweat.  **  Hark  ye,  brother," 
said  he,  wiping  his  face,  *'  I  do  suppose  as 
how  one  mav  pass  away  the  time  in  wnistling 
the  Black  Joke,  or  singing  Black  Ey'd  Susan, 
or  some  such  sorrowful  ditty."  "By  no 
means,"  cried  the  doctor,  "such  pastimes 
are  neither  suitable  to  the  place  nor  the  oc- 
casion, which  is  altogether  a  religious  exer- 
cise. If  you  have  got  any  psalms  by  heart, 
you  may  sing  a  stave  or  two,  or  repeat  the 
Doxology."  "  Would  I  had  Tom  Laverick 
here,"  replied  our  noviciate,  "  he  would  sing 
you  anthems  like  a  sea-mew — a  had  been  a 
clerk  ashore— many's  the  time  and  often  I've 
given  him  a  rope's  end  for  singine  psalms  in 
the  larboard  watch— would  I  naa  nired  the 
son  of  a  b  to  have  taught  me  a  cast  of 
his  office— hut  it  cannot  be  holp,  brother — ^if 
we  can't  go  large,  we  must  haul  upon  a  wind, 
as  the  spying  is— if  we  can't  sing,  we  must 
pray."    The  company  again  left  him  to  his 


devotion,  and  returned  to  the  public  house  in 
order  to  execute  the  essential  part  of  their 
project. 


CHAPTER  VII. 

In  which  the  knight  resumes  his  importance. 

DocTOB  FiLLBT  having  borrowed  a  couple 
of  sheets  from  the  landlady,  dressed  the  mis- 
anthrope and  Tom  Clarke  in  ghostly  apparel, 
which  was  reinforced  by  a  few  drops  of  liquid 
phosphorus,  from  Ferret's  vial,  rubbed  on  the 
foreheads  of  the  two  adventurers.  Thus 
equipped,  they  returned  to  the  church  with 
their  conductor,  who  entered  with  them  softly 
at  an  aisle  which  was  opposite  to  a  place 
where  the  novice  kept  watch.  Tbev  stole 
unperceived  through  the  body  of  the  church ; 
and  though  it  was  so  dark  that  they  could 
not  distinguish  the  captain  with  the  eye, 
they  heard  the  sound  of  his  steps,  as  he 
walked  backwards  and  forwards  on  the  pave- 
ment with  uncommon  expedition,  and  an 
ejaculation  now  and  then  escaped  in  a  mur- 
mur from  his  lips. 

The  triumvirate  having  taken  their  station 
with  a  large  pew  in  their  front,  the  two 
ghosts  uncovered  their  heads,  which,  by  help 
of  the  phosphorus,  exhibited  a  pale  and 
lambent  flame,  extremely  dismal  and  ghastly 
to  the  view:  then  Ferret,  in  a  squeaking 
tone,  exclaimed, — "  Samuel  Crowe !  Samud 
Crowe !"  The  captain  hearing  himself  ac« 
costed  in  this  manner,  at  such  a  time,  and  in 
such  a  place,  replied, — "  hilloa !"  and,  turn- 
ing his  eyes  towards  the  quarter  whence  the 
voice  seemed  to  proceed,  beheld  the  terrible 
apparition.  This  no  sooner  saluted  his  view, 
than  his  hair  bristled  up,  his  knees  be^^an  to 
knock,  and  his  teeth  to  chatter,  while  he 
cried  aloud, — '*  In  the  name  of  God,  where 
are  you  bound,  ho  ?"  To  this  hail  the  misan- 
thrope answered, — "  We  are  the  spirits  of 
thy  grandmother  Jane  and  thy  aunt  Bridget." 

At  mention  of  these  names  Crowe's  terroni 
began  to  give  way  to  his  resentment,  and  he 
pronounced,  in  a  quick  tone  of  surprise, 
mixed  with  indignation, — "  What  d'ye  want? 
what  d'ye  want?  what  d'ye  want,  ho?" 
The  spirit  replied, — "  We  are  sent  to  lyam 
thee  of  thy  fete."  "From  whence,  ho?" 
cried  the  captain,  whose  choler  had  by  this 
time  well  nigh  triumphed  over  his  fear. 
"  From  heaven,"  said  the  voice.  "  Ye  lie, 
ye  b  0  of  hell  1"  did  our  novice  exclaim, 
"  ye  are  damned  for  heaving  me  out  of  my 
ri^t,  five  fethom  and  a  half  by  the  lead,  in 
burning  brimstone.  Don't  I  see  the  blue 
flames  come  out  of  your  hawse  holes — ^may. 
hap  you  may  be  the  devil  himself  for  aught  I 
know— but  I  trust  in  the  Lord,  dy'e  see— 1 
never  disrated  a  kinsman,  dy'e  see,  so  don^t 
come  alongside  of  me— put  about  on  t'other 


238 


SMOLLETT'S  SELECT  WORKS. 


tack,  d'ye  see — you  need  not  clap  hard 
aweatber,  for  you'll  aoon  get  to  hell  again 
with  a  flowinfir  sail." 

So  saying,  he  had  recoarae  to  his  paternos- 
ter ;  but  perceiving  the  apparitions  approach, 
he  thundered  out, — '*  Avast,  avast,  sheer  off, 
ye  babes  of  hell,  or  PU  be  fool  of  your  fore- 
lights."  He  accordingly  sprung  forwards 
with  his  hanger,  and  very  probably  would 
have  set  the  spirits  on  their  way  to  the  other 
world,  had  he  not  fallen  over  a  pew  in  the 
dark,  and  entangled  himself  so  much  among 
the  benches,  that  he  could  not  immediately 
recover  his  footing.  The  triumvirate  took 
this  opportunity  to  retire ;  and  such  was  the 
precipitation  of  Ferret  in  his  retreat,  that  he 
encountered  a  post,  by  which  his  right  eye 
sustained  considerable  damage ;  a  circum- 
stance which  induced  him  to  inveigh  bitterly 
against  his  own  folly,  as  well  as  the  imperti- 
nence of  his  companions,  who  had  inveigled 
him  into  such  a  troublesome  adventure. 
Neither  he  nor  Clarke  could  be  prevailed 
upon  to  revisit  the  novice.  The  doctor  him- 
self thought  his  disease  was  desperate,  and, 
mounting  his  hoise,  returned  to  his  own  ha- 
bitation. 

Ferret,  finding  all  the  beds  in  the  public 
house  were  occupied,  composed  hiin^elf  to 
sleep  in  a  Windsor  chair  at  the  chimney 
comer;  and  Mr  Clarke,  whose  disposition 
was  extremely  amorous,  resolved  to  renew 
his  practices  on  the  heart  of  Dolly.  He  had 
reconnoitered  the  apartments  in  which  the 
bodies  of  the  knight  and  his  squire  were  de- 
posited, and  discovered,  close  by  the  top  of 
the  stair-case,  a  sort  of  closet  or  hovel,  just 
large  enough  to  contain  a  truckle-bed,  which, 
from  some  other  particulars,  he  supposed  to 
be  the  bed-chamber  of  his  beloved  Dolly,  who 
had  by  this  time  retired  to  her  repose.  Full 
of  this  idea,  and  instigated  by  the  demon  of 
desire,  Mr  Thomas  crept  softly  up  stairs, 
and,  lifting  the  latch  of  the  closet  door,  his 
heart  began  to  palpitate  with  joyous  expecta- 
tion  ;  but  before  he  could  breathe  the  gentle 
effusions  of  his  love,  the  supposed  damsel 
started  up,  and,  seizing  him  by  the  collar 
with  an  Herculean  gripe,  uttered,  in  the  voice 
of  Crabshaw, — "  It  wan't  for  nothing  that  I 
dreamed  of  Newgate,  sirrah :  but  Id  have 
thee  to  know,  an  arrant  squire  is  not  to  be 
robbed  by  such  a  peddling  thief  as  thee — 
here  I'll  howld  thee  vast,  and  the  devil  were 

in  thy  doublet help !  murder !  vire !  help !" 

It  was  impossible  for  Mr  Clarke  to  disen- 
gage  himself,  and  eoually  impracticable  to 
speak  in  his  own  vinaication ;  so  that  here 
he  stood  trembling  and  half-throttled,  until 
the  whole  house  Ming  alarmed,  the  landlady 
and  her  ostler  ran  up  stairs  with  a  candle. 
When  the  light  rendered  objects  visible,  an 
equal  astonisnment  orevailed  on  all  sides : 
Crabshaw  was  confounded  at  sight  of  Mr 
Clarke,  whose  person  he  well  knew ;  and, 


releasing  htm  instantly  from  bis  srasp,-— 
*'  Bodikms !"  cried  he,  **  I  believe  as  now  this 
hause  is  hannted — ^who  thought  to  meet  with 
Measter  Laawyer  Clarke  at  midnight,  and 
so  far  fVom  hoam."    The  landlady  could  not 
comprehend  the  meaning  of  this  encounter ; 
nor  could  Tom  conceive  how  Crabshaw  had 
transported  himself  thither  from  the  room 
below,  in  which  he  saw  him  quietly  reposed. 
Yet  nothing  was  more  easy  than  to  explain 
this  mystery :  the  apartment  below  was  the 
chamber  which  the  hostess  and  her  daughter 
reserved  for  their  own  convenience :  and  this 
particular  having  been  intimated  to  the  squire 
while  he  was  at  supper,  he  had  resigned  the 
bed  quietly,  and  been  conducted  hither  in  the 
absense  of  the  company.    Tom,  recollecting 
himself  as  well  as  he  could,  professed  him- 
self of  Crabshaw's  opinion,  that  the  house 
was  haunted,  declaring  that  he  could  not 
well  account  for  his  being  there  in  the  dark ; 
and,  leaving  those  that  were  assembled  to 
discuss  this  Knotty  point,  retired  down  stairs, 
in  hope  of  meeting  with  his  charmer,  whom 
accordingly  he  found  in  the  kitchen  just  risen, 
and  wrapped  in  a  loose  dishabille. 

The  noise  of  Crabshaw's  cries  had  awa^ 
kened  and  aroused  his  master,  who,  rising 
suddenly  in  the  dark,  snatched  up  his  swora 
that  lay  by  his  bed-side,  and  hastened  to 
the  scene  of  tumult,  where  all  their  mouths 
were  opened  at  once  to  explain  the  cause 
of  the  disturbance,  and  make  an  apolo^ 
for  breaking  his  honour's   rest.     He   said 
nothing,  but,  taking  the  candle  in  his  hand, 
beckoned  his  squire  to  follow  him  into  his 
apartment,  resolving  to  arm  and  take  horse 
immediately.      Crabshaw     understood    his 
meaning ;  and  while  he  shuffled  on  his  clothes, 
yawning  hideously  all  the  while,  wished  the 
lawyer  at  the  devil  for  having  visited  him  so 
unseasonably ;  and  even  cursed  himself  for 
the  noise  he  bad  made,  in  consequence  of 
which  he  foresaw  he  should  now  be  obliged 
to  forfeit  his  night's  rest,  and  travel  in  the 
dark,  exposed  to  the  inclemencies  of  the 
weather.     <*  Pox  rot  thee,  Tom  Clarke,  for 
a    wicked    lawyer !"  said   he    to    himself, 
**  hadst  thou  been  hanged  at  Bartelmey-tide, 
I  should  this  night  have  slept  in  peace,  that 
I  should — an  I  would  there  were  a  blister  on 
this  plaguy  tongue  of  mine  for  making  such 
a  hollaballoo,  that  I  do-— five  gallons  of  cold 
water  has  my  poor  belly  been  drenched  with 
since  night  rell,  so  as  my  reins  and  my  liver 
are  all  one  as  if  they  were  turned  into  ice, 
:and  my  whole  harslet  shakes  and  shivers 
like  a  vial  of  quicksilver.    I  have  been  drag- 
ged, half  drowned  like  a  rotten  ewe,  fVom 
the  bottom  of  a  river ;  and  who  knows  but 
I  may  be  next  drag^d  quite  dead  firom  the 
bottom  of  a  coal-pit— if  so  be  as  I  am,  I 
shall  go  to  hell  to  be  sure,  for  beinff  con- 
samea  like  in  my  own  moorder,  that!  will, 
so  I  will ;  for  a  plague  on  it,  I  had  no  bosi* 
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ness  with  the  vagaries  of  this  crazy-peated 
measter  of  mine  :  a  pox  on  him,  say  I." 

He  had  just  finished  this  soliloquy  as  he 
entered  the  apartment  of  his  master,  who 
desired  to  know  what  was  become  of  his 
armour.  Timothy,  understanding  that  it 
bad  been  left  in  the  room  when  the  knight 
undressed,  began  to  scratch  his  head  in 
great  perplexity  ;  and  at  last  declared  it  as 
his  opinion,  that  it  must  have  been  carried 
off  by  witchcraft.  Then  he  related  his  ad- 
venture with  Tom  Clarke,  who  (he  said) 
was  conveyed  to  his  bed-side  he  knew  not 
how ;  and  concluded  with  affirming  they 
were  no  better  than  papishes  who  did  not 
believe  in  witchcraft.  Sir  Launcelot  could 
not  help  smiling  at  his  simplicity  ;  but,  as- 
suming  a  peremptory  air,  he  commanded 
him  to  fetch  the  armour  without  delay, 
that  he  might  afterwards  saddle  the  horses, 
in  order  to  prosecute  their  journey. 

Timothy  retired  in  ^at  tribulation  to  the 
kitchen,  where,  findmg  the  misanthrope, 
whom  the  noise  had  also  disturbed,  and 
still  impressed  with  the  notion  of  his  being 
a  conjuror,  he  offered  him  a  shilling  if  he 
would  cast  a  figure,  and  let  him  know  what 
bad  become  of  his  master's  armour. 

Ferret,  in  hope  of  producing  more  mis- 
chief, informed  him,  without  hesitation,  that 
one  of  the  company  had  conveyed  it  into 
the  chancel  of  the  church,  where  he  would 
now  find  it  deposited ;  at  the  same  time  pre- 
senting htm  with  the  key,  which  Mr  Fillet 
had  left  in  his  custody. 

The  squire,  who  was  none  of  those  who 
set  hobgoblins  at  defiance,  being  afiraid  to 
eoter  the  church  alone  at  these  nours,  bar- 
gained with  the  ostler  to  accompany  and 
fight  him  with  a  lantbom.  Thus  attended, 
he  advanced  to  the  place,  where  the  armpur 
lay  in  a  heap,  and  loaded  it  upon  the  back 
of  his  attendant  without  molestation,  the 
lance  beinff  shouldered  over  the  whole. 
In  this  equipage  they  were  just  going  to 
retire,  when  the  ostler,  hearing^  a  noise  at 
some  distance,  wheeled  about  with  such  ve- 
locity, that  one  end  of  the  spear  salutiuj? 
Crabehaw's  pate,  the  poor  squire  measured 
his  length  on  the  ground ;  and,  crushing 
the  lanthom  in  his  fall,  the  light  was  ex- 
tinguished. The  ostler,  terrified  at  these 
effects  of  his  own  sudden  motion,  threw 
down  his  burden,  and  would  have  betaken 
himself  to  flight,  had  not  Crabshaw  laid  fast 
hold  on  his  Teg,  that  he  himself  might  not 
be  deserted.  The  sound  of  the  pieces  clat- 
tering on  the  pavement  roused  Captain 
Crowe  from  a  trance  of  slumber,  in  which 
he  had  lain  since  the  apparition  vanished : 
and  he  hallooed,  or  rather  bellowed,  with 
vast  vociferation.  Timothy  and  his  friend 
wer9  so  intimidated  by  this  terrific  strain, 
that  they  thought  no  more  of  the  armour, 
bat  nxk  home  ann  in  arm,  and  appeared  in 


the  kitchen   with  all  the  marks  of  horror 
and  consternation. 

When  Sir  Launcelot  came  forth  wrapped 
in  his  cloak,  and  demanded  his  arms.  Crab, 
shaw  declared  that  the  devil  had  them  in 
possession  :  and  this  assertion  was  confirmed 
by  the  ostler,  who  pretended  to  know  the 
devil  by  his  roar.    Ferret  sat  in  his  comer, 
maintaining  the  most  mortifying  silence,  and 
enjoying  the  impatience  of  the  knight,  who 
in  vain  requested  an  explanation  of  this  mys- 
tery.   At  length  his  eyes  began  to  lighten, 
when,  seizing  Crabshaw  in  one  hand,  and 
the  ostler  in  the  other,  he  swore  by  Heaven 
he  would  deish  their  souls  out,  and  rase  the 
house  to  the  foundation,  if  they  did  not  in- 
stantly disclose  the  particulars  of  this  trans- 
action.    The  good  woman  fell  on  her  knees, 
protesting,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  that  she 
was  innocent  as  the  child  unborn,  thof  she 
had  lent  the  captain  a  prayer-book  to  learn 
the  Lord's  prayer,  a  candle  and  lanthom  to 
light  him  to  the  church,  and  a  couple  of 
clean  sheets  for  the  use  of  the  other  gentle- 
men.     The  knight  was    more  and  more 
puzzled  by  this  declaration,  when  Mr  Clarke, 
coming  into  the  kitchen,  presented  himself 
with  a  low  obeisance  to  his  old  patron. 

Sir  Launcelot's  anger  was  immediately 
converted  into  surprise.  He  set  at  liberty 
the  squire  and  ostler,  and,  stretchingr  out  his 
hand  to  the  lawyer, — "My  good  friend 
Clarke,"  said  he,  '*  how  came  you  hither  ? 
Can  you  solve  this  knotty  point  which  has 
involved  us  aU  in  such  coni\i6ion  V 

Tom  forthwith  began  a  very  circumstantial 
recapitulation  of  what  had  happened  to  his 
uncle ;  in  what  manner  he  had  been  disap- 
pointed of  the  estate ;  how  he  had  accident- 
ally seen  his  honour,  been  enamoured  of  his 
character,  and  become  ambitious  of  follow- 
ing his  example.  Then  he  related  the  par- 
ticulars of  the  plan  which  had  been  laid  down 
to  divert  him  from  his  design :  and  con- 
cluded with  assuring  the  knight,  that  the 
captain  was  a  very  honest  man,  though  he 
seemed  to  be  a  little  disordered  in  his  intel- 
lects. "  I  believe  it,"  replied  Sir  Launcelot, 
"  madness  and  honesty  are  not  incompatible 
— indeed  I  feel  it  by  experience." 

Tom  proceeded  to  ask  pardon,  in  his  un- 
cle's name,  for  having  made  so  free  with  the 
knight's  armour:  and  begged  his  honour, for 
the  love  of  God,  would  use  his  authority  with 
Crowe,  that  he  might  quit  all  thoughts  of 
knight-errantry,  for  which  he  was  by  no 
means  qualified  ;  for,  being  totally  ignorant 
of  the  laws  of  the  land,  he  would  be  continu- 
ally committing  trespasses,  and  bring  him- 
self into  trouble.  He  said,  in  case  he  should 
prove  refractory,  he  might  be  apprehended 
by  virtue  of  a  friendly  warrant,  for  having 
feloniously  carried  off  the  knight's  accoutre- 
ments. '«Takinflr  away  another  man's 
movables,'*  said  he,  "and  peraonsl  goods 
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aflainst  the  will  of  the  owner,  'iBfurtum  and 
felony  according  to  the  statute ;  different  in- 
deed from  robbery,  which  implies  putting  in 
fear  on  the  king's  highway,  in  alta  via  regia 
violenter  etfelonice  captum  et  atpartatum, 
in  magnum  terrorem,  <fc. ;  for  if  the  robbery 
be  laid  in  the  indictment  as  done  in  quadam 
via  pedestri,  in  a  footpath,  the  offender  will 
not  be  ousted  of  his  clergy.  It  must  be  in 
alta  via  regia ;  and  your  honour  will  please 
to  take  notice,  that  robberies  committed  on 
the  river  Thames  are  adjudged  as  done  in 
alta  via  regia ;  for  the  kmg^  high-stream  is 
all  the  same  as  the  king's  highway." 

Sir  Launcelot  could  not  help  smiling  at 
Tom's  learned  investigation.  He  congratu- 
lated him  on  the  progress  he  had  miuie  in 
the  study  of  the  law.  He  expressed  his  con- 
cern at  the  strange  turn  the  captain  had  ta- 
ken, and  promised  to  use  his  influence  in 
persuading  him  to  desist  from  the  preposter- 
ous design  he  had  formed. 

The  lawyer,  thus  assured,  repaired  imme- 
diately to  the  church,  accompanied  by  the 
squire,  and  held  a  parley  with  his  uncle,  who, 
when  he  understood  that  the  knight  in  per- 
son desired  a  conference,  surrendered  up  the 
arms  quietly,  aud  returned  to  the  public 
house. 

Sir  Launcelot  received  the  honest  seaman 
with  his  usual  complacency ;  and,  perceiving 
great  discomposure  in  his  looks,  said  he  was 
sorry  to  hear  he  had  passed  such  a  disagree- 
able night  to  so  little  purpose.  Crowe,  hav- 
ing recruited  his  spirits  with  a  bumper  of 
brandy,  thanked  him  for  his  concern,  and 
observed,  that  he  had  passed  many  a  hard 
night  in  his  time ;  but  such  another  as  this 
he  would  not  be  bound  to  weather  for  the 
command  of  the  whole  British  navy*  ''I 
have  seen  Davy  Jones  in  the  shape  of  a  blue 
flame,  d'ye  see,  hopping  to  and  fro  on  the 
sprit-sail-yard-arm ;  and  I've  seen  your  Jacks- 
o'-the-lanthorn,  and  Wills-o'-the-wisp,  and 
many  such  spirits,  both  by  sea  and  land ;  but 
to-night  I've  been  boarded  by  all  tite  devils 
and  damned  souls  in  hell,  squeaking  and 
squalling,  and  glimmering  and  glaring. 
Bounce  went  the  door — crack  went  the  pew 
—crash  came  the  tackle — white  sheeted 
ghosts  dancing  in  one  corner  by  the  glow- 
worm's ]ight->3>1ack  devils  hobbhng  in  ano- 
ther— ^Lord  have  mercy  upon  us !  and  I  was 
huled,  Tom,  I  was,  by  my  grandmother 
Jane  and  my  Aunt  Bridget,  d'ye  see — a  cou- 
ple of  damn'd — but  they're  roasting,  that's 
one  comfort,  my  lad." 

When  he  had  thus  disburdened  his  con- 
science. Sir  Launcelot  introduced  the  sub- 
ject of  the  new  occupation  at  which  he  as- 
pired. **  I  understand,"  said  he,  *'  that  you 
are  desirous  of  treading  the  paths  of  errantry, 
which,  I  assure  you,  are  thorny  and  trouble- 
some. Nevertheless,  as  your  purpose  is  to 
exercise  your  humanity  and  benevolence, 


so  your  ambition  is  commendable.  But  to- 
wards the  practice  of  chivalry  there  is  some- 
thing more  required  than  the  virtues  of  cou- 
rage and  generosity.  A  knight-errant  ought 
to  understand  the  sciences,  to  be  master  of 
ethics  or  morality,  to  be  well  versed  in  the- 
olo^,  a  complete  casuist,  and  minutely  ac- 
quamted  with  the  laws  of  his  country.  He 
should  not  only  be  patient  of  cold,  hunger, 
and  fatigue,  righteous,  just,  and  valiant,  but 
also  chaste,  religious,  temperate,  polite,  and 
conversable ;  and  have  all  his  passions  under 
the  rein,  except  love,  whose  empire  he  should 
submissively  acknowledge."  He  said,  this 
was  the  very  essence  of  chivalry ;  and  no 
man  had  ever  made  such  a  profession  of 
arms,  without  first  haying  placed  his  affec- 
tion upon  some  beauteous  object,  for  whose 
honour,  and  at  whose  command,  be  would 
cheerfuUy  encounter  the  most  dreadful  perils. 

He  took  notice,  that  nothing  could  be 
more  irregular  than  the  manner  in  which 
Crowe  had  attempted  to  keep  his  vigil ;  fyr 
he  had  never  served  his  noviciate--3ie  had 
not  prepared  himself  with  abstinence  and 
prayer — he  had  not  provided  a  quaJified  god- 
father for  the  ceremony  of  dubbing — ^he  had 
no  armour  of  his  own  to  wake ;  but,  on  the 
ver^r  threshold  of  chivalry,  which  is  the  per- 
fection of  justice,  had  unjustly  purloined  the 
arms  of  another  knight.  That  this  was  a 
mere  mockery  of  a  religious  institution,  and 
therefore  unpieasing  in  the  sight  of  Heaven ; 
witness  the  demons  and  hobgoblins  that  were 
permitted  to  disturb  and  torment  him  in  his 
trial. 

Crowe  having  listened  to  these  remarks 
with  earnest  attention,  replied,  after  some 
hesitation^ — *'  I  am  bound  to  you,  brother, 
for  your  kind  and  christito  counsel — ^I  doubt 
as  how  Pve  steered  by  a  wrongr  chart,  d'ye 
see—- as  for  the  matter  of  the  sciences,  to  be 
sure,  I  know  plain  sailing  and  Mercator,  and 
am  an  indifferent  good  seaman,  thof  I  say  it 
that  should  not  say  it :  but  as  to  all  the  rest, 
no  better  than  the  viol-block  or  the  geer-cap- 
Btan.  Religion  I  han't  much  overhaulea; 
and  we  tars  laugh  at  your  oolite  conversa- 
tion, thof,  mayhap,  we  can  chant  a  few  bal- 
lads to  keep  tne  nands  awake  in  the  night- 
watch;  then  for  chastity,  broUier,  I  doubt 
that's  not  expected  in  a  sailor  just  come 
ashore,  after  a  long  voyage — sure  all  those 
poor  hearts  won't  he  damned  for  steering  in 
the  wake  of  nature.  As  for  a  sweetheart. 
Bet  Mizen  of  St  Catharine's  would  fit  me  to 
a  hair — she  and  I  are  old  messmates :  and 
what  signifies  talking,  brother!  she  knows 
already  the  trim  of  my  vessel,  d'ye  see."  He 
concluded  with  saying,—**  He  thought  he 
wan't  too  old  to  learn ;  and  if  Sir  Launcelot 
would  take  him  in  tow,  as  his  tender,  he 
would  stand  by  him  all  weathers,  and  it 
should  not  cost  his  consort  a  ftrthing's  ex* 
pense." 
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The  knight  said,  he  did  not  think  himself 
of  consequence  enough  to  have  such  a  pupil, 
but  should'  always  be  ready  to  give  him  his 
best  advice ;  as  a  specimen  of  which,  he  ex- 
horted him  to  weigh  all  the  circumstances, 
and  deliberate  calmly  and  leisurely,  before 
he  actually  engaged  in  such  a  boisterous 
profession,  assuring  him,  that  if,  at  the  end  of 
three  months,  his  resolution  should  continue, 
he  would  take  upon  himself  the  office  of  his 
instructor.  In  the  mean  time,  he  gratified 
the  hostess  for  his  lodging,  put  on  his  armour, 
took  leave  of  the  company,  and  mounting 
Bronzomarte,  proceeded  southerly,  beinff  at- 
tended by  his  squire  Crabsliaw,  grumbling, 
on  the  back  of  Gilbert. 


CHAPTER  Vin. 

Which  is  within  a  hair's  breadth  of  proving 
highly  interesting. 

Leaving  Captain  Crowe  and  his  nephew 
for  the  present,  though  they,  and  even  the 
misanthrope,  will '  re-appear  in  due  season, 
we  are  now  oblieed  to  attend  the  proffress 
of  the  knight,  who  proceeded  in  a  southerly 
direction,  msensible  of  the  storm  that  blew, 
as  well  as  of  the  darkness,  which  was  hor- 
rible. For  some  time,  Crabshaw  ejaculated 
curses  in  silence;  till  at  length  his  anger 
gave  way  to  his  fear,  which  waxed  so  strong 
upon  him,  that  he  could  no  longer  resist  the 
desire  of  alleviating  it,  by  entering  into  a 
conversation  with  his  master.  By  way  of 
introduction,  he  gave  Gilbert  the  spur,  direct- 
ing him  towards  the  flank  of  Bronzomarte, 
which  he  encountered  with  such  a  shock, 
that  the  knight  was  almost  dismounted. 
When  Sir  Launcelot,  with  some  warmth, 
asked  the  reason  of  this  attack,  the  squire 
replied  in  these  words, — "  The  devil,  Grod 
bless  us,  mun  be  playing  his  pranks  with 
Gilbert  too,  as  sure  as  Pm  a  living  soul — 
Tse  wager  a  teaster,  the  foul  fiend  has  left 
the  seaman,  and  got  into  Gilbert,  that  he 
has — ^when  a  has  passed  through  an  ass  and 
a  horse,  I'se  marvel  what  beast  a  will  get 
into  next."  "  Probably  into  a  mule,"  said 
the  knight;  ''in  that  case,  you  will  be  in 
some  danger — ^but  I  can,  at  any  time,  dis- 
possess you  with  a  horsewhip."  "Ave, 
aye,"  answered  Timothy,  "  your  honour  has 
a  mortal  good  hand  at  giving  a  flap  with  a 
fox's  tail,  as  the  saying  is — 'tis  a  wonderment 
you  did  not  try  your  hand  on  that  there  wise- 
acre that  stole  your  honour's  harness,  and 
wants  to  be  an  arrant,  with  a  murrain  to  'un. 
Lord  help  his  fool's  head !  it  becomes  him  as 
a  sow  doth  a  cart-saddle."  "  There  is  no 
guilt  in  infirmity,"  said  the  kniffht ;  "  I  punish 
tne  vicious  only."  "  I  would  your  honour 
would  punish  Gilbert  then,"  cried  the  squire, 
*  f^r  'tis  the  most  vicious  tuoad  that  ever  I 
aid  a  leg  over-^ut  as  to  that  same  seafaring 
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man,  what  may  his  distemper  be  1^  "  Mad- 
ness," answered  Sir  Launcelot.  "Bodi- 
kins,"  exclaimed  the  squire,  *<I  doubt  as 
how  other  volks  are  leame  of  the  same  leg — 
but  a'n't  vor  such  small  gentry  as  he  to  be 
mad ;  they  mun  leave  that  to  their  betters." 
'*  You  seem  to  hint  at  me,  Crabshaw :  do 
yon  really  think  I  am  mad  ?"  *'  I  may  say 
as  how  I  have  looked  your  honour  in  the 
mouth ;  and  a  dorry  dog  should  I  be,  if  I  did 
not  know  your  humours  as  well  as  I  know 
e'er  a  beast  in  the  steable  at  Greavesbury- 
hall."  "  Since  you  are  so  well  acquainted 
with  my  madness,"  said  the  knight,  '*  what 
opinion  have  you  of  yourself,  who  serve  and 
follow  a  lunatic  1"  "  I  hope  I  han't  served 
your  honour  for  nothing,  but  I  shall  inherit 
some  of  your  cast  vagaries — when  your  ho- 
nour is  pleased  to  be  mad,  I  should  be  very 
sorry  to  be  found  right  in  my  senses.  Timo- 
thy Crabshaw  will  never  eat  the  bread  of 
unthankfulness — ^it  shall  never  be  said  of 
him,  that  he  was  wiser  than  his  measter :  as 
for  the  matter  of  following  a  madman,  we 
may  see  your  honour's  face  is  made  of  a 
fiddle ;  every  one  that  looks  on  you,  loves 
you."  This  compliment  the  knight  returned, 
by  saying, — "  If  mj  face  is  a  fiddle,  Crab- 
shaw, your  tongue  is  a  fiddlestick  that  plays 
upon  It — ^yet  your  music  is  very  disagree- 
able— ^you  don't  keep  time."  "Nor  you 
neither,  measter,"  cried  Timothy,  "or  we 
shouldn't  be  here  wandering  about  under 
cloud  of  night,  like  sheep-stealers,  or  evil 
spirits  with  troubled  consciences." 

Here  the  discourse  was  interrupted  by  a 
sudden  disaster ;  in  consequence  of  which, 
the  squire  uttered  an  inarticulate  roar,  that 
startled  the  knight  himself,  who  was  very 
little  subject  to  the  sensation  of  fear;  but 
his  surprise  was  changed  into  vexation,  when 
he  perceived  Gilbert  without  a  rider  passing 
by,  and  kicking  his  heels  with  great  agility. 
He  forthwith  turned  his  steed,  and  riding 
back  a  few  paces,  found  Crabshaw  rising 
firom  the  ground.  When  he  asked  what  vyas 
become  of  his  horse,  he  answered,  in  a  whim- 
pering tone, — "  Horse !  would  I  could  once 
see  him  fairly  carrion  for  the  hounds — ^for 
my  part,  I  believe  as  how  'tis  no  horse,  but 
a  devil  incarnate ;  and  yet  I've  been  worse 
mounted,  that  I  have — I'd  like  to  have  rid  a 
horse  that  was  foaled  of  an  acorn." 

This  accident  happened  in  a  hollow  way, 
overshadowed  with  trees,  one  of  which  the 
storm  had  blown  down,  so  that  it  lay  oyer 
the  road,  and  one  of  its  boughs  projecting 
horizontally,  encountered  the  squire  as  he 
trotted  along  in  the  dark.  Chancing  to  hitch 
under  his  long  chin,  he  could  not  disengage 
himself  hut  hun^  suspended  like  a  flitch  of 
bacon ;  while  Gilbert,  pushing  forward,  left 
him  dangling,  and,  by  his  awkward  gambols, 
seemed  to  he  pleased  with  the  joke.  This 
capricious  animal  was  not  retaken  without 
the  personal  endeavours  of  the  kniglit ;  for 
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Crabshaw  absolutely  refusing  to  budse  a  foot 
from  his  honour's  side,  he  was  obliged  to 
alighti  and  fuBten  Bronzomarte  to  a  tree; 
then  they  set  out  together,  and,  with  some 
difficulty,  found  Gilbert  with  his  neck  stretch- 
('d  over  a  five-barred  j^te,  snuffing  up  the 
morning  air.  The  squire,  however,  was  not 
remounted  without  first  having  undergone  a 
severe  reprehension  from  his  master,  who 
upbraided  him  with  his  cowardice,  threat- 
ened to  chastise  him  on  the  spot,  and  de- 
clared that  he  would  divorce  his  dastardly 
iroul  from  his  body,  should  he  ever  be  incom- 
moded or  aflfVonted  with  another  instance 
of  his  base-bom  apprehension. 

Thouffh  there  was  some  risk  in  carrying 
on  the  altercation  at  this  juncture,  Timothy, 
having  bound  up  his  jaws,  could  not  witn- 
Btand  the  inclination  be  had  to  confute  his 
master.  He  therefore,  in  a  muttering  accent, 
protested,  that,  if  the  knight  would  give 
nim  leave,  he  should  prove  that  his  honour 
had  tied  a  knot  with  his  tongue,  which  he 
could  not  untie  with  all  his  teeth. — "  How, 
caitiff,"  cried  Sir  Launcelot,  "presume  to 
contend  with  me  in  argument!"  "Your 
mouth  is  scarce  shut,"  said  the  other,  "  since 
you  declared  that  a  man  was  not  to  be  pun- 
ished for  madness,  because  it  was  a  distem- 
per ;  now  I  wiU  maintain  that  cowardice  is 
a  distemper,  as  well  as  madness ;  for  nobody 
would  be  afraid,  if  he  could  help  it."  *•  There 
is  more  logic  in  that  remark,"  resumed  the 
knight,  "than  I  expected  from  your  clod- 
pata,  Crabshaw;  but  I  must  explain  the 
difference  between  cowardice  and  madness. 
Cowardice,  though  sometimes  the  effect  of 
natural  imbecility,  is  generally  a  prejudice 
of  education,  or  bad  habit  contracted  from 
misinformation^  or  misapprehension;  and 
may  certainly  be  cured  oy  experience,  and 
the  exercise  of  reason ;  but  this  remedy  can- 
not be  applied  in  madness,  which  is  a  priva- 
tion or  disorder  of  reason  itself."  "  So  is 
cowardice,  as  I'm  a  living  soul,"  exclaimed 
the  squire ;  "don't  you  say  a  man  is  firight- 
ened  out  of  his  senses  ?  for  my  peart,  roeas- 
ter,  I  can  neither  see  nor  hear,  much  less 
argufy,  when  I'm  in  such  a  quandary ;  there- 
fore, I  do  believe,  odds  bodikins !  that  cow- 
ardice and  madness  are  both  distempers,  and 
differ  no  more  than  the  hot  and  cold  fits 
of  an  ague.  When  it  teakes  your  honour, 
vou're  all  heat,  and  fire,  and  fiiry,  Lord 
bless  u^ !  lut  when  it  catches  poor  Tim,  he's 
cold  and  dead-hearted,  he  sheakes  and  shivers 
like  an  aspen  leaf,  that  he  does."  "  In  that 
case,"  answered  the  knight,  "I  shall  not 
punish  you  for  the  distemper  which  you  can- 
not  help,  but  for  engaging  in  a  service  ex- 
posed  to  perils,  when  you  knew  your  own 
infirmity :  in  the  same  manner  as  a  man  de- 
serves  punishment,  who  enlists  himself  for  a 
iioldier,  while  he  labours  under  any  secret 
disease."  "  At  that  rate,"  said  the  squire. 
"  my  bread  is  like  to  be  ntrely  buttered  o' 


both  sides,  i'laith.  But,  I  hope,  as  by  the 
blessinff  of  God  I  have  run  mad,  so  I  shall 
in  good  time  grow  valiant,  under  your  ho- 
nour's precept  and  example." 

By  this  time  a  very  disagreeable  itfght 
was  succeeded  by  a  fair,  bright  morning,  and 
a  market  town  appeared  at  the  distance  of 
three  or  four  miles,  when  Crabshaw,  having 
no  longer  the  fear  of  hobgoblins  before  his 
e^es,  and  being  moreover  cheered  by  the 
Bij^ht  of  a  place  where  he  hoped  to  meet 
with  comfortable  entertainment,  beffan  to 
talk  big,  to  expatiate  on  the  folly  of  being 
afiraid,  and  finuly  set  all  danger  at  defiance ; 
when  all  of  a  sudden  he  was  presented  with 
an  opportunity  of  putting  in  practice  those 
new  adopted  maxims.  In  an  opening  be- 
tween two  lanes,  they  perceived  a  gentle- 
man's coach  stopped  by  two  highwaymen  on 
horseback,  one  or  whom  advanced  to  recon- 
noitre and  keep  the  coast  clear,  while  the 
other  exacted  contribution  firom  the  travel 
lers  in  the  coach.  He  who  acted  as  centinel, 
no  sooner  saw  our  adventurer  appearing 
from  the  lane,  than  he  rode  up  with  a  pist^ 
in  his  hand,  and  ordered  him  to  halt  on  pain 
of  immediate  death. 

To  this  peremptory  mandate  the  kni|[fat 
made  no  other  reply  than  chaiginff  him  with 
such  impetuosity,  that  he  was  unhorsed  in  a 
twinkling,  and  lay  sprawling  on  the  ground, 
seemingly  sore  bruised  with  his  fail.  Sir 
Launcelot  commanding  Timothy  to  alight 
and  secure  the  prisoner,  couched  his  lancet 
and  rode  fiill  s|MBed  at  the  other  highway- 
man, who  was  not  a  little  disturbed  at  sight 
of  such  an  apparition.  Nevertheless,  he 
fired  his  pistol  without  efibct ;  and,  clapnii^ 
spurs  to  his  horse,  fled  away  at  full  gallop. 
The  knight  pursued  hiiA  witn  all  the  speed 
that  Bronzomarte  could  exert :  but  the  rob- 
ber being  mounted  on  a  swift  hunter,  kept 
him  at  a  distance  ;  and  after  a  chase  of 
several  miles,  escaped  through  a  wood  so 
entangled  with  coppice,  that  Sir  Launcelot 
thought  proper  to  desist.  He  then,  for  the 
first  time,  recollected  the  situation  in  which 
he  had  left  the  other  thief,  and  remembering 
to  have  beard  a  fpmale  shriek  as  be  passed 
by  the  coach  window,  resolved  to  return 
with  all  expedition,  that  he  might  make  a 
proffer  of  his  service  to  the  lady,  according 
to  the  obli^tion  of  knight-errantry.  But  he 
had  lost  his  way ;  and  after  an  hour's  ride, 
during  which  he  traversed  many  a  field,  and 
circled  divers  hedges,  he  found  himself  in 
the  market  town  afore  mentioned.  Here  the 
first  object  that  presented  itself  to  his  eyes, 
was  Crabshaw  on  foot  surrounded  by  a  mob, 
tearing  his  hair,  stamping  with  his  feet,  and 
roaring  out  in  manifest  distraction, — "  Show 
me  the  mayor,  for  the  love  of  God,  show  me 
the  mayor ! — O  Gilbert,  Gilbert !  a  murrain 
take  thee,  Gilbert !  sure  thou  wast  foaled  for 
my  deutrurtion !" 

From  these  exclamations,  and  the  antic 
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dress  of  the  sqiiire*  the  popple,  not  without 
reason,  concluded  that  the  poor  soul  had  lost 
his  wits :  and  the  beadle  was  just  going  to 
secure  him,  when  the  knight  interposed,  and 
at  #ice  attracted  the  whole  attention  of  the 
populace.  Timothy  seeing  his  master,  fell 
down  on  his  knees,  crying, — *'  The  thief  has 
run  away  with  6ilbert^->you  may  pound  me 
into  a  peast,  as  the  saying  is :  but  now  Pse 
as  maa  as  your  worsmp,  an't  afeard  of  the 
devil  and  all  his  works.'*  Sir  Launcelot  de- 
siring  the  beadle  would  forbear,  was  instantly 
obeyed  by  that  officer,  who  had  no  inclina- 
tion to  put  the  authority  of  his  place  in  com- 
petition  with  the  power  of  such  a  figure, 
armed  at  all  points,  mounted  on  a  fiery 
steed,  and  ready  for  the  combat.  He  ordered 
Crabshaw  to  attend  him  to  the  next  inn, 
where  he  alighted ;  and  taking  him  into  a 
separate  apartment,  demanded  an  explana- 
tion of  the  unconnected  words  he  had  ut- 
tered. 

The  squire  was  in  such  agitation,  that, 
with  infinite  difficulty,  and  by  ount  of  a  thou- 
•and  difierent  questions,  his  master  learned 
the  adventure  to  this  effect: — Crabshaw, 
according  to  Sir  Launcelot's  command,  had 
alighted  ftom  his  horse,  and  drawn  his  cut- 
lass, in  hope  of  intimidating  the  discomfited 
robber  into  a  tame  surrender,  though  he  did 
not  at  all  relish  the  nature  of  the  service ;  but 
the  thief  was  neither  so  much  hurt,  nor  so 
tame,  as  Timothy  had  imaffined.  He  started 
on  his  feet  with  his  pistol  still  in  his  hand ; 
and,  presenting  it  to  the  squire,  swore,  with 
dreadful  imprecations,  that  he  would  blow 
his  brains  out  in  an  instant.  Crabshaw,  nn- 
williuff  to  hazard  the  trial  of  this  experiment, 
turned  his  back,  and  fled  with  great  precipi- 
tation ;  while  the  robber,  whose  horse  had 
run  away,  mounted  Gilbert,  and  rode  off 
across  the  country.  It  was  at  this  period, 
that  two  footmen  belonging  to  the  coach, 
who  had  staid  behind  to  take  their  morning's 
whet  at  the  inn  where  they  lodged,  came  up 
to  the  assistance  of  the  ladies,  armed  with 
Uundeibttsses ;  and  the  carriage  proceeded, 
leavifig  Timothy  alone  in  distraction  and  de- 
spair. He  knew  not  which  way  to  turn,  and 
was  afiraid  of  remaining  on  the  spot,  lest  the 
robbers  should  come  back,  and  revenge 
themselves  upon  him  for  the  disappointment 
they  had  undergone.  In  this  distress,  the 
first  thought  that  occurred,  was  to  make  the 
best  of  his  way  to  the  town,  and  demand  the 
assistance  of  the  civil  magistrate  towards 
tiie  retrieval  of  what  he  haa  lost ;  a  design 
which  he  executed  in  such  a  manner,  as 
justly  entailed  upon  him  the  imputation  of 
lunacy. 

While  Timothy  stood  fronting  the  win- 
dow, and  answering  the  interrogations  of  his 
master,  he  suddenly  exclaimed,^ — **  Bodikins ! 
there's  Gilbert !"  and  sprung  into  the  street 
with  incredible  agility.  There  finding  his 
strayed  companion  brought  back  by  one  of 


the  footmen  who  attended  the  coach,  he  im- 
printed a  kiss  on  his  forehead ;  and  hanging 
about  his  neck,  with  the  tears  in  his  eyes, 
hailed  his  return  with  the  following  si^uta- 
tion : — i*  Art  thou  come  back,  my  darling'? 
ah  Gilbert,  Gilbert !  a  pize  upon  thee !  thou 
hadst  like  to  have  been  a  dear  Gilbert  to  me  t 
how  couldst  thou  break  the  heart  of  thy  old 
iiiend,  who  has  known  thee  from  a  colt? 
seven  years  next  ffrass  have  I  fed  thee  and 
bred  thee  ;  provided  thee  with  sweet  hay, 
delicate  corn,  and  fresh  litter,  that  thou 
roougbt  lie  warm,  dry,  and  comfortable. 
Ha'n't  I  currycombed  thy  carcass  till  it  was 
as  sleek  as  a  sloe,  and  cherished  thee  as  the 
apple  of  mine  eye  ?  for  all  that  thou  hast 
played  me  a  hundred  dog's  tricks ;  biting 
and  kicking  and  plunging,  as  if  the  devU  was 
in  thy  body  ;  and  now  thou  could'st  run  away 
with  a  thief,  and  leave  me  to  be  flayed  alive 
by  measter :  what  canst  thou  say  for  thyself, 
thou  cruel,  hard-hearted  unchristian  tuoad  ?" 
To  this  tender  expostulation,  which  afforded 
much  entertainment  to  the  boys,  Gilbert  an- 
swered not  one  word ;  but  seemed  altogether 
insensible  to  the  caresses  of  Timothy,  who 
forthwith  led  him  into  the  stable.  On  the 
whole,  he  seems  to  have  been  an  unsocial 
animal ;  for  it  does  not  appear  that  he  ever 
contracted  any  de^pree  of  intimacy,  even  with 
Bronzomarte,  dunng  the  whole  course  of 
their  acquaintance  and  fellowship.  On  the 
contrary,  he  has  been  more  than  once  known 
to  signify  his  aversion,  by  throwing  out  be- 
hind, and  other  eruptive  marks  of  contempt 
for  that  elegant  charger,  who  excelled  him  as 
much  in  personal  merit,  as  his  rider  Timo- 
thy was  outshone  by  his  all-accomplished 
master. 

While  the  squire  accommodated  Gilbert  in 
the  stable,  the  Iknijfht  sent  for  the  footman 
who  had  brou^t  lum  back ;  and,  having  pre- 
sented him  with  a  liberal  acknowledgement, 
desired  to  know  in  what  manner  tte  horse 
had  been  retrieved. 

The  stranger  satisfied  him  in  this  particu- 
lar, by  giving  him  to  understand,  that  the 
highwayman,  perceiving  himself  pursued 
across  the  country,  plieuGilbert  so  severely 
with  whip  and  spur,  that  the  animal  resented 
the  usage,  and  being  besides,  perhaps,  a  little 
struck  with  remorse  for  having  left  his  old 
firiend  Crabshaw,  suddenly  halted,  and  stood 
stock  still,  notwithstandmg  all  the  stripes 
and  tortures  he  underwent :  or  if  ho  moved 
at  all,  it  was  in  a  retrograde  direction.  The 
thief,  seeing  all  his  endeavours  ineflfectual, 
and  himself  in  danger  of  being  overtaken, 
wisely  quitted  his  acquisition,  and  fled  into 
the  bosom  of  a  neighbouring  wood. 

Then  the  knight  inouired  about  the  situa- 
tion of  the  lady  in  tne  coach,  and  ofibred 
himself  as  her  guard  and  conductor  ;  but 
was  told  that  she  was  already  safely  lodged 
in  the  bouse  of  a  gentleman  at  some  distance 
ftom  the  road.  He  likewise  learned  that  she 
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was  a  person  disordered  in  her  senses,  under 
the  care  and  tuition  of  a  widow  lady  her  re- 
lation, and  that  in  a  day  or  two  thev  should 
pursue  their  journey  northward  to  the  place 
of  her  habitation. 

After  the  footman  had  been  some  time  dis- 
missed, the  knight  recollected  that  he  had 
forgot  to  ask  the  name  of  the  person  to 
whom  he  belonged  ;  and  began  to  be  uneasy 
at  this  omission,  which  indeed  was  more  in- 
teresting than  he  could  imagine :  fbr  an  ex- 
glanation  of  this  nature  would  in  all  likeli- 
ood,  have  led  to  a  discovery,  that  the  lady 
in  the  coach  was  no  other  than  Miss  Aurelia 
Darnel,  who  seeing  him  unexpectedly  in 
such  an  equipage  and  attitude,  as  he  passed 
the  coach  (for  his  helmet  was  off),  had 
screamed  with  surprise  and  terror,  and  faint- 
ed away.  Nevertheless,  when  she  recovered 
from  her  swoon,  she  concealed  the  real 
cause  of  her  agitation,  and  none  of  her  at- 
tendants were  acquainted  with  the  person 
of  Sir  Launcelot. 

The  circumstances  of  the  disorder  under 
which  she  was  said  to  labour,  shall  be  re- 
vealed in  due  course.  In  the  mean  time,  our 
adventurer,  though  unaccountably  affected, 
never  dreamed  of  such  an  occurrence  ;  but 
being  very  much  fatigued,  resolved  to  in- 
demnify himself  for  the  loss  of  last  night's 
repose :  and  this  happened  to  be  one  of  the 
few  things  in  which  Crabshaw  felt  an  am- 
bition  to  follow  his  master's  example. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

Which  may  serve  to  show  that  true  patriot- 
ism is  of  no  party. 

Thi  knight  had  not  enjoyed  his  repose  above 
two  hours,  when  he  was  disturbed  by  such  a 
variety  of  noises,  as  might  have  discomposed 
a  brain  of  the  firmest  texture.  The  rumbling 
of  carriages,  and  the  rattling  of  horses  feet 
on  the  pavement,  was  intermingled  with  loud 
shouts,  and  the  noise  of  fiddle,  French-horn, 
and  bagpipe.  A  loud  peal  was  heard  ringing 
in  the  church-tower,  at  some  distance,  while 
the  inn  resounded  with  clamour,  confusion, 
and  uproar. 

Sir  Launcelot  being  thus  alarmed,  started 
from  his  bed,  and  running  to  the- window, 
beheld  a  cavalcade  of  persons  well  mounted, 
and  distinguished  by  blue  cockades.  They 
were  generally  attired  like  jockeys,  with  gold- 
laced  hats  and  buckskin  breeches,  and  one  of 
them  bore  a  standard  of  blue  silk,  inscribed 
in  white  letters, — '*  Liberty  and  the  landed 
interest."  He  who  rode  at  their  head  was 
a  jolly  figure,  of  a  florid  complexion  and  round 
belly,  seemingly  turned  of  fifly,  and,  in  all 
appearance,  of  a  choleric  disposition.  As 
they  approached  the  market-place,  thev 
waved  their  hats,  huzza'd,  and  cried  aloud, 
— *<  No  foreign  connections ! — Old  England 


for  ever !"  This  acclamation,  however,  was 
not  so  loud  or  universal,  but  that  our  adven- 
turer could  distinctly  hear  a  counter-cry  from 
the  populace,  of-—"  No  slavery, — No  pppiah 
pretender ;"  an  insinuation  so  ill  relisHW  hj 
the  cavaliers,  that  they  began  to  plv  their 
horsewhips  among  the  multitude,  and  were, 
in  their  turn,  saluted  with  a  discharge  or 
volley  of  stones,  dirt,  and  dead  cats  ;  in  con- 
sequence of  which  some  teeth  were  demo 
lished,  and  many  surtouts  defiled. 

Our  adventurer's  attention  was  soon  called 
off  from  this  scene,  to  contemplate  another 
procession  of  people  on  foot,  adorned  with 
bunches  of  orange  ribands,  attended  by  a 
regular  band  of  music,  playing — "  God  save 
great  George  our  king,"  and  headed  by  a  thin 
swarthy  personage,  of  a  sallow  aspect,  and 
large  goggling  eyes,  arched  over  with  two 
thick  semicircles  of  hair,  or  rather  bristles, 
jet  black,  and  fiitiwzy.  His  apparel  was  very 
gorgeous,  though  his  address  was  very  awk- 
wara ;  he  was  accompanied  by  the  ma^or,  re- 
corder, and  heads  of  the  corporation,  m  their 
formalities.  His  ensigns  were  known  by  the 
inscription, — '*  Liberty  of  conscience,  and 
the  protestant  succession  ;"  and  the  people 
saluted  him  as  he  pasded  with  repeated  cheers, 
that  seemed  to  prognosticate  success.  He 
had  particularly  ingratiated  himself  with  the 
good  women,  who  lined  the  street,  and  sent 
forth  many  ejaculatory  petitions  in  his  favour. 

Sir  Launcelot  immediately  comprehended 
the  meaning  of  this  soleilmity :  he  perceived 
it  was  the  prelude  to  the  election  of  a  mem- 
ber to  represent  the  county  in  parliament, 
and  he  was  seized  with  an  eager  desire  to 
know  the  names  and  characters  of  the  com- 
petitors. 

In  order  to  gratify  this  desire,  he  made 
repeated  applications  to  the  bell-rope  that 
depended  from  the  ceiling  of  his  apartment ; 
but  this  produced  nothing,  except  the  repe- 
tition of  the  words, — "  Coming,  sir,"  which 
echoed  from  three  or  four  different  corners 
of  the  house.  The  waiters  were  so  distracted 
by  a  variety  of  calls,  that  they  stood  motion- 
less in  the  state  of  the  schoolman's  ass  be- 
tween two  bundles  of  hay,  incapable  of 
determining  where  they  should  first  offer 
their  attenaance. 

Our  knight's  patience  was  almost  ex- 
hausted, when  Crabshaw  entered  the  room, 
in  a  very  strange  equipage :  one  half  of  his 
face  appeared  close  shaved,  and  the  other 
covered  with  lather,  while  the  blood  trickled 
in  two  rivulets  from  his  nose,  upon  a  barber's 
cloth  that  was  tucked  under  his  chin;  he 
looked  grim  with  indignation,  and  under  his 
left  arm  carried  his  cutlass,  unsheathed. 
Where  he  had  acquired  so  much  of  the  pro- 
fession of  knight-errantry  we  shall  not  pre- 
tend to  determine ;  but  certain  it  is,  he  fell 
on  his  knees  before  Sir  Launcelot,  crying, 
with  an  accent  of  grief  and  distraction,—**  in 
the  name  of  St  George  for  England,  I  beg  a 
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boon,  sir  knight*  and  thy  compliance  I  de- 
mand, before  the  peacock  and  the  ladies." 

Sir  Launcelot,  astonished  at  this  address, 
replied,  in  a  lofty  strain, — **  Valiant  squire, 
thjf^lboon  is  granted,  provided  it  doth  not 
contravene  the  laws  of  the  land,  and  the  con- 
stitutions of  chivalry.'*  *'  Then  I  crave 
leave,"  answered  Crabshaw,  "  to  challenge 
and  defy  to  mortal  combat  that  caitif  barter 
who  hath  left  me  in  this  piteous  condition ; 
and  I  vow  by  the  peacock,  that  I  will  not 
shave  my  beurd,  until  I  have  shaved  his  head 
from  his  shouldera :  so  may  I  thrive  in  the 
occupation  of  an  arrant  squire." 

Before  his  master  had  time  to  inquire  into 
particulars,  they  were  joined  by  a  decent 
man  in  boots,  who  was  likewise  a  traveller, 
and  had  seen  the  rise  and  progress  of  Timo- 
thy's disaster.  He  gave  the  knight  to  under- 
stand, that  Crabshaw  had  sent  for  a  barber, 
and  already  undergone  one  half  of  the  ope- 
ration, when  the  operator  received  the  long- 
expected  message  from  both  the  j^ntlemen 
who  stood  candSates  at  the  election.  The 
double  summons  was  no  sooner  intimated  to 
him,  than  he  threw  down  his  bason,  and  re- 
tired with  precipitation,  leaving  the  squire  in 
the  suds.  Timothy,  incensed  at  this  deser- 
tion, followed  him  with  equal  celerity  into 
the  street,  where  he  collared  the  shaver,  and 
insisted  upon  being  entirely  trimmed,  on  pain 
of  the  bastinado.  The  other,  finding  himself 
thus  arrested,  and  having  no  time  to  spare 
for  altercation,  lifted  up  his  fist,  and  dis- 
charged it  upon  the  snout  of  Crabshaw,  with 
such  force  that  the  unfortunate  aggressor 
was  fain  to  bite  the  ground,  while  the  victor 
hastened  away,  in  hope  of  touching  the 
double  wages  of  corruption. 

The  knight  being  informed  of  these  circum- 
stances, told  Timothy  with  a  smile,  that  he 
should  have  liberty  to  defy  the  barber ;  but,  in 
the  mean  time,  he  ordered  him  to  saddle 
Bronzomarte,  and  prepare  for  immediate 
service.  While  the  squire  was  thus  em- 
ployed, his  master  engaged  in  conversation 
witJi  the  stranger,  who  happened  to  be  a 
London  dealer  travellinff  for  orders,  and  was 
well  acquainted  with  the  particulars  which 
our  adventurer  wanted  to  know. 

It  was  from  this  communicative  tradesman 
he  learned,  that  the  competitors  were  Sir 
Valentine  Quickset  and  Mr  Isaac  Vander- 
pelfl ;  the  first  a  mere  fox-hunter,  who  de- 
pended for  success  in  this  election  upon  his 
interest  among  the  hieh-fiying  gentry ;  the 
other  a  stock-jobber  ana  contractor,  of  foreign 
extract,  not  without  a  mixture  of  Hebrew 
blood,  immensely  rich,  who  was  counte- 
nanced by  his  grace  of-——,  and  supposed 
to  have  c&stributed  laige  sums  in  secunng  a 
majority  of  votes  among  the  yeomanry  of  the 
country,  possessed  of  small  freeholds,  and 
copyholders,  a  great  number  of  which  last 
resided  in  this  borough.  He  said  these  were 
generally  dissenters  and  weavers ;  and  that 


the  mayor,  who  was  himself  a  manufacturer, 
had  received  a  very  considerable  order  for 
exportation,  in  consequence  of  which  it  was 
believed  he  would  support  Mr  Vanderpelfl 
with  all  bis  influence  and  credit. 

Sir  Launcelot,  roused  at  this  intelligence, 
called  for  his  armour,  which  beinff  buckled 
on  in  a  hurry,  he  mounted  his  steed,  attended 
by  Crabshaw  on  Gilbert,  and  rode  immediately 
into  the  midst  of  the  multitude  by  which  tl^ 
hustings  were  surrounded,  just  as  Sir  Valen- 
tine Quickset  began  to  harangue  the  people 
from  an  occasionid  theatre,  formed  of  a  plank 
supported  by  the  upper  board  of  the  puUic 
stocks,  and  an  inferior  rib  of  a  wooden  cage 
pitched  also  for  the  accommodation  of  pettf 
delinquents* 

Though  the  singular  appearance  of  Sir 
Launcelot  at  first  attracted  the  eyes  of  all 
the  spectators,  yet  they  did  not  fiul  to  yield 
attention  to  the  speech  of  his  brother  kni|^t. 
Sir  Valttitine,  wnich  ran  in  the  followmg 
strain : — **  Gentlemen  vre^holders  of  this  here 
county,  I  shan't  pretend  to  meake  a  vine 
vlourishing  speecb— I'm  a  plain  spoken  man, 
as  yon  all  know.  I  hope  I  shall  always  speak 
my  maind  without  year  or  vavour,  as  the 
zaying  is.  'Tis  the  way  of  the  Quicksets-^ 
we  are  no  upstarts,  no  vorrdgners,  nor  have 
we  anjr  Jewish  blood  in  our  veins ;  we  have 
lived  m  this  here  neighbourhood  time  oat 
of  mind,  as  you  all  know ;  and  possess  an 
estate  of  vive  thousand  clear,  which  we  spend 
at  whoam,  among  you«  in  old  Endish  hoa- 
pitality. — All  my  vorevathers  have  Men  par* 
liament-men,  and  I  can  prove  that  ne'er  a 
one  o'um  gave  a  zingle  vote  for  the  oonrt 
since  the  revolution.  Vor  my  own  peait*  I 
value  not  the  ministir  three  skips  of  a  louse, 
as  the  zaying  is— f  ne'er  knew  but  one 
minister  that  was  an  honest  man ;  and  vor 
all  the  rest,  I  care  not  if  they  were  hanged 
as  high  as  Haman,  with  a  pox  tu'on — ^I  am, 
thank  God,  a  vree-bom,  trae-hearted  Eng- 
lishman, and  a  loyal,  thof  unworthy  son  of 
the  church — ^vor  all  they  have  done  vor 

H ^r,  I'd  vain  know  what  they  have  done 

vor  the  church,  with  a  ven^ance — ^vor  my 
own  peart,  I  hate  all  vorreigners,  and  toiv 
reign  measures,  whereby  this  poor  nation  m 
broken4)acked  with  a  dismal  load  of  debt ; 
and  taxes  rise  so  hig^  that  the  pocH*  cannot 
get  bread.  Gentlemen  vreeholderB  of  thm 
county,  I  value  no  minister  a  vis's  end,  d'yt 
see ;  if  you  will  vavour  me  witE  your  votes 
and  interest,  whereby  I  may  be  returned, 
I'll  engage  one  half  of  my  estate  that  I  never 
cry  yea  to  vour  ;ihillin|[8  in  the  pound,  but 
will  cross  the  minisury  m  every  thing,  as  in 
duty  bound,  and  as  becomes  an  honest  vree- 
bolder  in  the  ould  interest — but,  if  you  Ml 
your  votes  and  your  country  for  hire,  you  will 
be  detested  in  this  here  worid,  and  damned 
in  the  next  to  all  eternity ;  so  I  leave  every 
man  to  his  own  conscience." 

This  eloquent  oration  was  xeoeiyed  by  his 
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own  friende  with  load  peals  of  applause: 
which,  however,  did  not  discourage  his  com. 
petitor,  who,  confident  of  his  own  strength, 
ascended  the  rostrum,  or,  in  other  words,  an 
old  cask,  set  upright  for  the  purpose.  Having 
bowed  ail  round  to  the  audience,  with  a  smile 
of  gentle  condescension,  he  told  them  how 
ambitious  he  was  of  the  honour  to  represent 
this  county  in  parliament ;  and  how  happy 
be  found  himself  in  the  encouragement  of 
his  friends,  who  had  so  unanimously  agreed 
to  support  his  pretensions.  He  said,  over 
and  above  the  qualification  he  possessed 
among  them,  he  had  fourscore  thousand 
pounds  in  his  pocket,  which  he  had  acquired 
by  commerce,  the  support  of  the  nation,  un- 
der the  present  happy  establishment,  in  de- 
fence of  which  he  was  ready  to  spend  the 
last  farthing.  He  owned  himself  a  faithful 
subject  to  his  majesty  king  George,  sincerely 
attached  to  the  protestant  succession,  in  de- 
testation and  defiance  of  a  popi^,  an  ab- 
jured, and  outlawed  pretender ;  and  declared 
that  he  would  exhaust  his  substance  and  his 
blood,  if  necessary,  in  maintaining  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  glorious  revolution.  "  This," 
cned  he,  *<  is  the  solid  basis  and  foundation 
upon  which  I  stand." 

These  last  words  had  scarce  proceeded 
flrom  his  mouth,  when  the  head  of  the  barrel 
or  puncheon  on  which  he  stood,  being  frail 
and  infirm,  gave  way :  so  that  down  he  went 
with  a  crash,  and  in  a  twinkling  disappeared 
from  the  eyes  of  the  astonished  benolders. 
The  fox-hunters,  perceiving  his  disaster,  ex- 
claimed, in  the  phrase  and  accent  of  the 
chase, — "Stole  away!^  stole  away!"  and, 
with  hideous  vociferation,  joined  in  the  syl- 
van chorus  which  the  hunters  halloo  when 
the  hounds  are  at  fault. 

The  disaster  of  Mr  Vanderpelfl  was  soon 
repaired  by  the  assiduity  of  his  friends,  who 
disengaged  him  from  the  barrel  in  a  trice — 
hoisted  nim  on  the  shoulders  of  four  strong 
weavers,  and,  resenting  the  unmannerly  ex- 
ultation of  their  antagonists,  began  to  form 
themselves  in  order  of  battle. 

An  obstinate  fray  would  have  undoubtedly 
ensued,  had  not  their  mutual  indignation 
given  way  to  their  curiosity,  at  the  motion  of 
our  knight,  who  had  advanced  into  the  middle 
between  the  two  fronts,  and  waving  his  hand 
as  a  signal  for  them  to  give  attention,  ad- 
dressed himself  to  them,  with  graceful  de- 
meanour, in  these  words, — "Countrymen, 
friends,  and  fellow-citizens,  ^ou  are  this  day 
assembled  to  determine  a  pomt  of  the  utmost 
consequence  to  yourselves  and  your  poste- 
rity :  a  point  that  ought  to  be  determined  by 
far  other  weapons  than  brutal  force  and  fac- 
tious clamour.  You,  the  freemen  of  Eng. 
land,  are  the  basis  of  that  excellent  consti- 
tution which  hath  long  flourished  the  object 
of  envy  and  admiration.  To  you  belongs 
the  inestimable  privilege  of  choosing  a  dele- 
gate properly  qualified  to  represent  you  in 


the  high  court  of  parliament.  This  is  your 
birthright,  inherited  from  yoi;gr  ancestors, 
obtained  bv  their  courage,  and  sealed  with 
their  bloodf.  It  is  not  only  your  birthright 
which  you  should  maintain,  in  defiance  mf  aU 
danger,  but  also  a  sacred  trust,  to  be  executed 
with  the  most  scrupulous  care  and  fidelity. 
The  person  whom  you  trust  ought  not  only 
to  be  endued  with  the  most  inflexible  integ- 
rity, but  should  likewise  possess  a  fund  of 
knowledge  that  may  enable  him  to  act  as  a 
part  of  the  legislature.  He  must  be  well 
acquainted  with  the  history,  the  constitution, 
and  the  laws  of  his  country ;  he  must  under- 
stand the  forms  of  business,  the  extent  of 
the  royal  prerogative,  the  privilege  of  par- 
liament, the  detail  of  government,  the  nature 
and  regulation  of  the  finances,  the  different 
branches  of  commerce,  the  politics  that  pre- 
vail, and  the  connections  that  subsist  among 
the  diflTerent  powers  of  Europe ;  for  on  afi 
these  subjects  the  deliberations  of  a  house 
of  commons  occasionally  turn:  but  these 
great  purposes  will  never  be  answered  by 
electing  an  illiterate  savage,  scarce  qualified, 
in  point  of  understanding,  to  act  as  a  country 
justice  of  peace ;  a  man  who  has  scarce  ever 
travelled  beyond  the  excursion  of  a  fox- 
chase,  whose  conversation  never  rambles 
farther  than  his  stable,  his  kennel,  and  his 
bam-yard ;  who  rejects  decorum  as  degene- 
racy ;  mistakes  rusticity  for  independence ; 
ascertains  his  courage  by  leaping  over  gates 
and  ditches,  and  founds  his  triumph  on  feats 
of  drinking :  who  holds  his  estate  by  a  fac- 
tious tenure:  professes  himself  the  blind 
slave  of  a  party,  without  knowing  the  prin- 
ciples that  gave  it  birth,  or  the  motives  by 
which  it  is  actuated ;  and  thinks  that  all 
patriotism  consists  in  railing  indiscriminately 
at  ministers,  and  obstinately  opposing  every 
measure  of  the  administration.  Such  a  man, 
with  no  evil  intentions  of  his  own,  might  be 
used  as  a  dan^rous  tool  in  the  hands  of  a 
desperate  faction,  by  scattering  the  seeds  of 
disaffection,  embarrassing  the  wheels  of  gov- 
ernment, and  reducing  the  whole  kingdom 
to  anarchy." 

Here  the  knight  was  interrupted  by  the 
shouts  and  acclamations  of  the  Vanderpelf- 
ites,  who  cried  aloud, — "Hear  him!  hear 
him !  long  life  to  the  iron-cased  orator." 
This  clamour  subsiding,  he  prosecuted  his 
harangue  to  the  following  effect : 

"  Such  a  man  as  I  have  described  may  be 
dangerous  from  ignorance ;  but  is  neither  so 
mischievous  nor  so  detestable  as  the  wretch 
who  knowingly  betrays  his  trust,  and  sues  to 
be  the  hireling  and  prostitute  of  a  weak  and 
worthless  minister :  a  sordid  knave,  without 
honour  or  principle;  who  belongs  to  no 
family,  whose  example  can  reproach  him 
with  degeneracy,  who  has  no  country  to 
command  his  respect,  no  friends  to  engage 
his  afllection,  no  religion  to  regulate  his  mo- 
rals, no  conscience  to  restrain  his  iniquity. 
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and  who  worahips  no  god  but  Mammon ;  an 
insinuating  miacreant,  who  undertakes  for 
the  dirtiest  work  of  the  vilest  administra- 
tion :  who  practises  national  usury,  receiving 
hj  wholesale  the  rewards  of  venality,  and 
distributing  the  wages  of  corruption  by  re- 
tail." 

In  this  place  our  adventurer's  speech  was 
drowned  in  the  acclamations  of  the  fox-hunt- 
ers, who  now  triumphed  in  their  turn,  and 
hoicksed  the  speaker,  exclaiming, — "Well 
opened  Jowler — ^to*un,  to'un  agam,  Sweet- 
lips  !  hey,  Merry,  Whitefoot !"  After  a 
short  interruption,  he  thus  resumed  his  dis- 
course: 

**  When  such  a  caitiff  presents  himself  to 
vou,  like  the  devil,  with  a  temptation  in  his 
hand,  avoid  him  as  if  he  were  in  fact  the 
devil—- it  is  not  the  offering  of  disinterested 
love  ;  for  what  should  induce  him,  who  has 
no  affections,  to  love  you,  to  whose  persons 
he  is  an  utter  stranger  1  Alas !  it  is  not  a 
benevolence,  but  a  bribe.  He  wants  to  buy 
you  at  one  market,  that  he  may  sell  you  at 
another.  Without  doubt  his  intention  is  to 
make  an  advantage  of  his  purchase ;  and  this 
aim  he  cannot  accomplish,  but  by  sacrificing, 
in  some  sort,  ^our  interest,  your  independ- 
ency, to  the  wicked  designs  of  a  minister,  as 
he  can  expect  no  gratification  for  the  faithful 
discharge  of  his  duty.  But,  even  if  he  should 
not  find  an  opportunity  of  selling  you  to  ad- 
vantage, the  crime,  the  shame,  the  infamy, 
will  still  be  the  same  in  you,  who,  baser  than 
the  most  abandoned  prostitutes,  have  sold 
yourselves  and  your  posterity  for  hire — ^for  a 
paltry  price,  to  be  refunded  with  interest  by 
some  minister,  who  will  indemnify  himself 
out  of  your  own  pockets ;  for,  after  all,  you 
are  bought  and  sold  with  your  own  money— 
the  miserable  pittance  you  may  now  receive, 
is  no  more  than  a  pitcher  full  of  water  thrown 
to  mobten  the  sucker  of  that  pump  which 
will  drain  you  to  the  bottom.  Let  me  there- 
fore advise  and  exhort  you,  my  countryinen, 
to  avoid  the  opposite  extremes  of  the  igno- 
rant clown  and  the  designing  courtier,  and 
choose  a  man  of  honesty,  intelligence,  and 
moderation,  who  will" — 

The  doctrine  of  moderation  was  a  very 
unpopular  subject  in  such  an  assembly ;  and 
accordingly  they  rejected  it  as  one  man.  They 
began  to  think  the  stranger  wanted  to  set 
up  for  himself;  a  supposition  that  could  not 
fail  to  incense  both  sides  equally,  as  they 
were  both  zealously  engaged  in  their  respec- 
tive causes.  The  whigs  and  the  tones 
joined  against  this  intruder,  who,  being  nei- 
ther, was  treated  like  a  monster  or  chimera  in 
politics.  They  hissed,  they  hooted  and  they 
nallooed  ;  they  annoyed  him  with  missiles  of 
dirt,  sticks,  and  stones ;  they  cursed,  they 
threatened  and  reviled,  till  at  length  his  pa- 
tience was  exhausted. 

**  Ungrateful  and  abandoned  miscreants !" 
he  cried,  *'  I  spoke  to  you  as  men  and  chris- 


tians, as  free-bom  Britons  and  fellow-citi* 
zens ;  but  I  perceive  you  are  a  pack  of  venal, 
infamous  scoundrels,  and  I  will  treat  you 
accordingly."  So  saying,  he  brandished  his 
lance,  ana  riding  into  the  thickest  of  the 
concourse,  laid  about  him  with  such  dex- 
terity and  effect,  that  the  multitude  was  im- 
mediately dispersed,  and  he  retired  without 
further  molestation. 

The  same  good  fortune  did  not  attend 
Squire  Crabsbaw  in  his  retreat.  The  ludi- 
crous singularity  of  his  features,  and  the 
half  mown  crop  of  hair  that  bristled  from 
one  side  of  his  countenance,  invited  some 
wags  to  make  merry  at  his  expense ;  one  of 
them  clapped  a  furze-bush  under  the  tail  of 
Gilbert,  who,  feeling  himself  thus  stimulated 
aposteriorii  kicked,  and  plun^d  and  capered 
in  such  a  manner,  that  Timothy  could  hardly 
keep  the  saddle.  In  this,  commotion  he  lost 
his  cap  and  his  periwig,  while  the  rabble 
pelted  him  in  such  a  manner,  that  before  he 
could  ioin  his  master,  he  looked  like  a  pillar, 
or  rather  a  pillory  of  mud. 


CHAPTER  X. 

Which  showeth  that  he  who  plays  at  bowls 
will  sometimes  meet  with  rubbers. 

Sir  Lavncelot,  boiling  with  indignation 
at  the  venality  and  fiiction  of  the  electors, 
whom  he  had  harangued  to  so  little  purpose, 
retired  with  the  most  deliberate  disdain  to- 
wards one  of  the  gates  of  the  town,  on  the 
outside  of  which  his  curiosity  was  attracted 
by  a  concourse  of  people,  in  the  midst  of 
whom  stood  Mr  Ferret,  mounted  upon  a 
stool  with  a  kind  of  satchel  hanging  round 
his  neck,  and  a  phial  displayed  in  his  right 
hand,  while  he  held  forth  to  the  audience  in 
a  very  vehement  strain  of  elocution. 

Crabsbaw  thought  himself  happily  de. 
livered  when  he  reached  the  suburbs,  and 
proceeded  without  halting ;  but  his  master 
mingled  with  tlie  crowd,  and  heard  the  ora- 
tor express  himself  to  this  effect. 

"  Very  likely  you  may  undervalue  me  and 
my  medicine,  because  I  don't  appear  upon  a 
stage  of  rotten  boards,  in  a  shabby  velvet 
coat  and  tie-periwig,  with  a  foolish  rellow  in 
a  motJey  coat,  to  make  you  laugh  by  making 
wry  faces :  but  I  scorn  to  use  these  dirty  arts 
for  engaging  your  attention.  These  paltry 
tricks  ad  captandum  vulg-us  can  have  no 
effect  but  on  ideots ;  and  if  you  are  ideots, 
I  do'nt  desire  you  should  be  my  customers. 
Take  notice,  I  don't  address  you  in  the  style 
of  a  mountebank,  or  a  high  German  doctor; 
and  yet  the  kingdom  is  full  of  mountebanks, 
empirics,  and  quacks.  We  have  quacks  in 
religion,  quacks  in  physic,  quacks  in  law, 
quacks  in  politics,  quacks  in  patriotism, 
quacks  in  government :  High-German  quacks, 
that  have  blistered,  sweat^,  bled,  and  purged 
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the  iMtioa  into  an  atrophy.  But  this  ii  not 
all ;  they  have  not  only  evacuated  her  into  a 
conauroption,  but  they  have  intoxicated  her 
brain,  until  she  ia  become  delirious ;  she  can 
no  longer  pursue  her  own  interest,  or  indeed 
rurhtly  distinguish  it.  Like  the  people  of 
Inneveh,  she  can  hardly  tell  her  right  hand 
from  her  left ;  but,  as  a  channeling,  is  daz- 
zled and  delighted  bv  an  igrps7atuu»,  a  Will- 
o'-the-wisp,  an  exhalation  ^om  the  vilest 
materials  in  nature,  that  leads  her  astray 
through  Westphalian  bogs  and  deserts,  and 
will  one  day  break  her  neck  over  some  bar- 
ren rocks,  or  leave  her  sticking  in  some 
H  n  pit  or  quagmire.    For  my  part,  if 

vou  have  a  mind  to  betray  your  country,  I 
have  no  objection.  In  selling  yourselves  and 
your  fellow-citizens,  you  only  dispose  of  a 
pack  of  rascals  who  deserve  to  be  sold^f 
you  sell  one  another,  why  should  I  not  seU 
this  here  elixir  of  long  life,  which,  if  properlv 
used,  will  protract  your  days  till  you  shall 
have  seen  your  country  ruined  1  I  shall  not 
pretend  to  disturb  your  understandings,  which 
are  none  of  the  strongest,  with  a  hotchpotch 
of  unintelligible  terms,  such  as  Aristotle's 
four  principles  of  ^neration,  unformed 
matter,  privation,  efficient  and  final  causes. 
Aristotle  was  a  pedantic  blockhead,  and  still 
more  knave  than  fool.  The  same  censure 
we  may  safely  put  on  that  wiseacre  Dies- 
corides,  with  his  faculties  of  simples,  his 
seminal,  specific,  and  principal  virtues  1  and 
that  crazy  commentator  Galen,  with  his  four 
elements,  elementary  qualities,  his  eight 
complexions,  his  harmonies  and  disconis. 
Nor  shall  I  expatiate  on  the  alkahest  of  that 
mad  scoundrel  Paracelsus,  with  which  he 
pretended  to  reduce  flints  into  salt ;  nor  the 
archtcus  or  Mpiriius  rector  of  that  visionary 
Van  Helmont,  his  simple,  elementary  water, 
his  aras,  ferments,  and  transmutations ;  nor 
shau  I  enlarge  upon  the  salt,  sulphur,  and 
oily  the  acidum  vagurn^  the  mercury  of  me- 
tals, and  the  volatilized  vitriol  of  other 
modem  chemists,  a  pack  of  ignorant,  con- 
ceited, knavish  rascals,  that  puzzle  your  weaJc 
heads  with  such  jargon,  just  as  a  German- 
ized m  r  throws  dust  in  vour  eyes,  by 
lufiging  in  and  ringing  the  changes  on  the 
balance  of  power,  the  protestant  religion, 
and  your  alkes  on  the  continent;  acting  like 
the  iugffler,  who  picks  vour  pockets,  while 
he  dazues  your  eyes  and  amuses  your  fency 
with  twirlinff  his  fingers,  and  reciting  the 
gibberish  of  hoeu9  poctu;  for,  in  fact,  the 
balance  of  power  is  a  mere  chimera.  Aa  for 
the  protestant  reli^on,  nobody  gives  himself 
any  trouble  about  it ;  and  allies  on  the  con- 
tinent we  have  none,  or  at  least  none  that 
would  raise  an  hundred  men  to  save  us  from 
perdition,  unless  we  paid  an  extravagant 
price  for  their  assistance.  But,  to  return  to 
this  here  elixir  of  louff  life,  I  miffht  embellish 
it  with  a  great  many  high  BOuodW  epithets ; 
but  I  disdain  to  foUow  the  example  of  every 


illiterate  vagabond,  that  firom  idleness  toiw 
quack,  and  advertises  his  nostrum  in  the 
public  ^papers.  I  am  neither  a  felonious  dry* 
Salter  returned  from  exile,  an  hospital  stump- 
turner,  a  decayed  staymaker,  a  bankrupt 
printer,  or  insolvent  debtor,  released  by  act 
of  parliament.  I  did  not  pretend,  to  admin- 
ister medicines  without  the  least  tincture  of 
letters,  or  suborn  wretches  to  perjure  them- 
selves in  false  affidavits  of  cures  that  were 
never  performed ;  nor  employ  a  set  of  led- 
captains  to  harangue  in  my  praise  at  all 
public  places.  I  was  bred  reeulariy  to  the 
profession  of  chemistry,  and  nave  tried  att 
the  processes  of  alchemy ;  and  I  may  ven- 
ture to  say,  that  this  here  elixir  is,  in  feet, 
the  chruseon  pepuromewm  ek  jmroBf  the 
visible,  glorious,  spiritual  body,  firom  whence 
all  other  beings  derive  their  existence,  as 
proceeding  from  their  father  the  snn,  and 
their  mother  the  moon;  from  the  son,  as 
from  a  living  and  spiritual  gold,  which  ia 
mere  fire,  consequently  the  common  and  uni- 
versal first  created  mover,  from  whence  all 
moveable  things  have  their  distinct  and  par- 
ticular motions ;  and  also  from  the  moon,  as 
from  the  wife  of  the  sun,  and  the  common 
mother  of  all  sublunary  thinos.  And  for  as 
much  as  man  is  and  must  he  the  compre- 
hensive end  of  all  creatures,  and  the  micro- 
cosm, he  is  counselled  in  the  Revelation  to 
buy  gold  that  is  thoroughly  fired,  or  rather 
pure  fire,  that  he  may  become  rich  and  like 
the  sun;  as,  on  the  contrary,  he  bec(Mnea 
poor  when  he  abuses  the  arsenical  poison ; 
so  that  his  silver,  by  the  fire,  must  be  cal- 
cined to  a  eamU  morttium,  which  happens 
when  he  will  nold  and  retain  the  menstruum, 
out  of  which  he  partly  exists,  for  his  own 
property,  and  doth  not  dailv  offer  up  the 
same  in  the  fire  of  the  sun,  that  the  woman 
may  be  clothed  with  the  sun,  and  become  a 
sun,  and  therebv  rule  over  the  moon ;  that 
is  to  say,  that  he  may  get  the  moon  under 
his  feet.  Now  this  here  elixir,  sold  for  no 
more  than  sixpence  a  phial,  contains  the 
essence  of  the  alkahest ;  the  arch«os,  the 
catholicon,  the  menstruum,  the  sun,  the  moon, 
and,  to  sum  up  all  in  one  word,  ia  the  tree, 
genuine,  unadulterated,  unchangeable,  im- 
maculate, and  specific  ekrtueon  pepwrome^ 
non  ek  jntros ." 

The  audience  were  variously  affected  by 
this  learned  oration.  Some  of  those  who  fla- 
voured the  pretensions  of  the  whiff  candi- 
date, were  of  opinion,  that  he  ougnt  to  be 
puniahed  for  his  presumption,  in  reflecting 
so  scurrilously  on  ministers  and  measures. 
Of  this  sentiment  was  our  adventurer,  though 
he  could  not  help  admiring  the  courage  of 
the  orator,  and  owning  within  himaelf  that 
he  had  mixed  some  melancholy  truths  with 
hia  Bcurrility. 

Mr  Ferret  would  not  have  stood  ao  long 
in  hia  rostnim  nnmolestedt  had  not  he  cun- 
ningly chosen  his  atation  immediatelv  with- 
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oat  the  juiisdiction  of  the  town,,  whoee 
magistrates  therefore  could  not  take  cognU 
sance  of  his  conduct ;  but  application  was 
made  to  the  constable  of  the  other  parish, 
while  our  nostrum-monger  proceeded  in  his 
speech,  the  conclusion  of  which  produced 
such  an  effect  upon  hie  hearers,  that  his 
whole  cargo  was  immediately  exhausted.  He 
bad  just  stepped  down  from  his  stool,  when 
the  constable  with  his  staff  arrived,  and  took 
him  under  his  guidance.  Mr  Ferret  on  this 
occasion  attempted  to  interest  the  people 
in  his  behalf,  by  exhorting  them  to  vindicate 
the  liberty  of  the  subject  against  such  an  act 
of  oppression  ;  but  finding  them  deaf  to  the 
tropes  and  figures  of  his  elocution,  he  ad- 
dressed himself  to  our  knight,  reminding 
him  of  his  duty  to  protect  the  helpless  and 
the  injured,  and  earnestly  soliciting  his  in- 
terposition. 

Sir  Launcelot,  without  making  the  least 
reply  to  his  entreaties,  resolved  to  see  the 
end  of  this  adventure ;  and,  being  joined  by 
his  squire,  followed  the  prisoner  at  a  distance, 
measuring  back  the  ground  he  had  travelled 
the  day  oefore,  until  he  reached  anoUier 
small  borough,  where  Ferret  was  housed  in 
the  common  prison. 

While  he  sat  a-horseback,  deliberating  on 
the  next  step  he  should  take,  he  was  accost- 
ed by  the  voice  of  Tom  Clarke,  who  called, 
in  a  whimpering  tone,  through  a  window 
mted  with  iron, — "  For  the  love  of  God, 
Sir  Launcelot,  do,  dear  sir,  be  so  good  as  to 
take  the  trouble  to  alight,  and  come  up 
stairs — I  have  something  to  communicate, 
of  consequence  to  the  community  in  eeneral, 
and  you  in  particular — ^Pray  do,  dear  sir 
knight.  I  beg  a  boon  in  the  name  of  St  Mi- 
chael and  St  George  for  England." 

Our  adventurer)  not  a  little  surprised  at  this 
address,  dismounted  without  hesitation,  and, 
beinff  admitted  to  ther  common  jail,  there 
found  not  only  his  old  friend  Tom,  but  also 
the  uncle,  sitting  on  a  bench,  with  a  woollen 
night-cap  on  his  head,  and  a  pair  of  specta- 
cles on  his  nose,  reading  very  eamestlv  in  a 
book,  which  he  afterwards  understood  was 
entitled, — "  The  Life  and  Adventures  of  Va- 
lentine and  Orson."  The  captain  no  sooner 
saw  his  ^at  pattern  enter,  than  he  rose, 
and  received  him  with  the  salutation  of— 
••What  cheer,  brother?"  and,  before  the 
knight  could  answer,  added  these  words. — 
••  You  see  how  the  land  lies — ^here  have  Tom 
and  I  been  fiist  ashore  these  four-and-twenty 
hours ;  and  this  berth  we  have  got  by  at- 
tempting  to  tow  your  galley,  brother,  from 
the  enemy's  harbour. — ^Adds  bobs !  if  we  had 
this  here  fellow  whoreson  for  a  consort,  with 
all  our  tackle  in  order,  brother,  we'd  soon 
show  'em  the  topsail,  Blip  our  cable,  and 
down  with  their  barricadoes.  But,  howsom- 
ever,  it  don't  signify  talking— patience  is  a 
good  stream-anchor,  and  will  hold,  as  the 
saying  is — but,  damn  my— «fl  for  the  matter 
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of  my  boltsprit.  Hearkye,  hearkye,  brother 
---damn'd  hard  to  engage  with  three  at  a 
time,  one  upon  my  bow,  one  upon  my  quar- 
ter, and  one  right  ahead,  rubbing  and  drub- 
bing, lyin^  athwart  hawse,  raking  fore  and 
aft,  battennff  and  grappling,  and  lashing  and 
clashing — adds  heart,  brother— <;rash  went 
the  boltsprit— down  came  the  round-top— up 
with  the  dead-liffhts — I  saw  nothing  but  the 
stars  at  noon— Tost  the  helm  of  my  seven 
senses,  and  down  I  broached  upon  my  broad- 
side." 

As  Mr  Clarke  rightly  conceived  that  his 
uncle  would  need  an  interpreter,  he  began 
to  explain  these  hints,  by  giving  a  circum- 
stantial detail  of  his  own  and  the  captain's 
disaster. 

He  told  Sir  Launcelot,  that,  notwithstand- 
ing all  his  persuasion  and  remonstrances. 
Captain  Crowe  insisted  upon  appearing  in 
the  character  of  a  knight-errant ;  and,  with 
that  view,  had  set  out  from  the  public  house 
on  the  morning  that  succeeded  his  vigil  in 
the  church :  that  upon  the  highway  they  had 
met  with  a  coach  containing  two  ladies,  one 
of  whom  seemed  to  be  under  great  agitation; 
for,  as  they  passed,  she  struggled  with  the 
other,  thrust  out  her  head  at  the  window, 
and  said  something  which  he  could  not  dis- 
tinctly hear :  that  Captain  Crowe  was  struck 
with  admiration  of  her  unequalled  beauty, 
and  he  (Tom)  no  sooner  informed  him  who 
she  was,  than  he  resolved  to  set  her  at  liber- 
ty, on  the  supposition  that  she  was  under 
restraint,  and  in  distress :  that  he  according- 
ly unsheathed  his  cutlass,  and  riding  after 
the  coach,  commanded  the  driver  to  bring  to 
on  pain  of  death  :  that  one  of  the  servants, 
believing  the  captain  to  be  a  highwayman, 
presented  a  blunderbuss,  and  in  alfprobability 
would  have  shot  him  on  the  spot,  had  not  he 
(the  nephew)  rode  up,  and  assured  them  the 
gentleman  was  non  compos:  that  notwith- 
standing his  intimation,  all  the  three  attacked 
him  with  the  butt-ends  of  their  horse- whips, 
while  the  coach  drove  on,  and,  although  he 
laid  about  him  with  great  fhry,  at  last  brought 
him  to  the  ground,  by  a  stroke  on  the  tem- 
ple-: that  Mr  Clarke  himself  then  interposed 
m  defence  of  his  kinsman,  and  was  also 
severely  beaten ;  that  two  of  the  servants, 
upon  application  to  a  justice  of  the  peace, 
residing  near  the  field  of  battle,  had  firranted 
a  warrant  against  the  captain  and  nis  ne- 
phew, and,  without  examination,  committed 
them  as  idle  vagrants,  after  having  seized 
their  horses  and  their  money,  on  pretence 
of  their  being  suspected  for  highwaymen. 
•*  But  as  there  was  no  just  cause  of  suspi- 
cion," added  he,  ••  I  am  of  opinion  the  jus- 
tice is  guilty  of  a  trespass,  and  may  be  sued 
for  falsum  imfMrisonamenhitn,  and  consider- 
able damages  obtained ;  for  you  will  please 
to  observe,  sir,  no  justice  has  a  right  to  com- 
mit any  person  till  after  due  examination ; 
besides,  we  were  not  committed  for  an  as- 
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0ault  and  battery,  tnidita  querela,  nor  as 
wandering  lunatics  by  the  statute,  who,  to  be 
sure,  may  be  apprehended  by  a  justice's  war- 
rant, and  locked  up  and  chained,  if  necessary, 
or  to  be  sent  to  their  last  legal  settlement ; 
but  we  were  committed  as  vagrants  and  sus- 
pected highwaymen.  Now,  we  do  not  fall 
under  the  description  of  vagrants ;  nor  did 
any  circumstance  appear  to  support  the  sus- 
picion of  robbery  ;  for,  to  constitute  robbery, 
there  must  be  something  taken  ;  but  here 
nothing  was  taken  but  blows,  and  they  were 
upon  compulsion.  Even  an  attempt  to  rob, 
without  any  taking,  is  not  felony,  but  a  mis- 
demeanour. To  be  sure,  there  is  a  taking 
in  deed,  and  a  taking  in  law ;  but  still  the 
robber  must  be  in  possession  of  a  thing 
stolen  ;  and  we  attempted  to  steal  ourselves 
away. — My  uncle,  indeed,  would  have  re- 
leased the  young  lady  vi  et  armist  had  his 
strength  been  equal  to  his  inclination ;  and 
in  so  doing  I  would  have  willingly  lent  mv 
assistance,  both  from  a  desire  to  serve  such 
a  beautiful  young  creature,  and  also  in  re- 

fard  to  your  honour,  for  I  thought  I  heard 
er  call  upon  your  name." 
"  Ha !  how  !  what !  whose  name  1  say, 
speak — Heaven  and  earth !"  cried  the  knight, 
with  marks  of  the  most  violent  emotion. 
Clarke,  terrified  at  his  looks,  replied, — **  I 
beg  your  pardon  a  thousand  times ;  I  did  not 
say  positively  she  did  speak  those  words,  but 
I  apprehended  she  did  speak  them.  Words, 
which  may  be  taken  or  interpreted  by  law  in 
a  ^neral  or  common  sense,'ougfat  not  to  re- 
ceive a  strained  or  unusual  construction ; 
and  ambiguous  words— >"  **  Speak  or  be 
dumb  for  ever !"  exclaimed  Sir  Launcelot,  in 
a  terrific  tone,  lavinff  his  hand  on  his  sword, 
**  what  young  lady,  ha !  what  name  did  she 
call  upon;"  Clarke,  falling  on  his  knees, 
answered  not  without  stammering, — *'  Miss 
Aurelia  Darnel ;  to  the  best  of  my  recoUec- 
tion,  she  called  upon  Sir  Launcelot  Greaves." 
''Sacred  powers!"  cried  our  adventurer, 
**  which  way  did  the  carriage  proceed  ?" 

When  Tom  told  him  that  the  coach  quitted 
the  post-road,  and  struck  away  to  the  ri^ht 
at  fill!  speed.  Sir  Launcelot  was  seized  wiUi 
a  pensive  fit ;  his  head  sunk  upon  his  breast, 
and  he  mused  in  silence  for  several  miifutes, 
with  the  most  melancholv  expression  on  his 
countenance;  then  reoollecting  himself,  he 
assumed  a  more  composed  and  cheerfiil  air, 
and  asked  several  questions  with  respect  to 
the  arms  on  the  coach,  and  the  liveries  worn 
by  the  servants.  It  was  in  the  course  of 
this  interrogation  that  he  discovered  he  had 
actually  conversed  with  one  of  the  footmen, 
who  had  brought  back  Crabehaw's  horse ;  a 
circumstance  that  filled  him  with  anxiety  and 
chagrin,  as  he  had  omitted  to  inquire  the 
name  of  his  master,  and  the  place  to  which 
the  coach  was  travelling ;  though,  in  all  pro- 
bability, had  he  made  these  inquiries,  he 
irould  have  received  veiy  little  satisftctioo, 


there  being  reason  to  think  the  servants  wor« 
enjoined  secrecy. 

Theomight,  in  order  to  meditate  on  this 
unexpected  adventure,  sat  down  by  his  old 
friena,  and  entered  into  a  reverie,  whick 
lasted  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  and  mi^hl 
have  continued  longer,  had  it  not  been  in* 
terrupted  by  the  voice  of  Crabshaw,  who 
bawled  aloud, — **Look  to  it  my  masters — as 
you  brew  you  must  drink — this  shall  be  a 
dear  day's  work  to  some  of  you ;  for  my  part, 
I  say  nothing— the  braying  ass  eats  little 
grass— one  iMirber  shaves  not  so  close,  but 
another  finds  a  few  stubble — ^you  wanted  to 
catch  a  capon,  and  you've  stole  a  cat — he 
that  takes  up  his  lodgings  in  a  stable,  must 
be  contentea  to  lie  upon  litter." 

The  knight,  desirous  of  knowing  the  cause 
that  prompted  Timothy  to  apothegmatize  in 
this  manner,  looked  through  the  grate,  and 
perceived  the  squire  fairly  set  in  Uie  stocks, 
surrounded  by  a  mob  of  people.  When  he 
called  to  him,  and  asked  the  reason  of  this 
disgracefiil  restraint,  Crabshaw  replied, — 
'*  There's  no  cake,  but  there's  another  of  the 
same  make— who  never  climbed,  never  fisll 
— after  clouds  comes  clear  weather.  'Tis 
all  long  of  your  honour  I've  met  with  this 
preferment ;  no  deservings  of  my  own,  but 
the  interest  of  my  master.  Sir  knight,  if 
you  will  flay  the  justice,  hang  the  constable* 
release  your  souire,  and  bum  the  town,  your 
name  will  be  nunous  ii>  story ;  but,  if  you 
are  content,  I  am  thankful.  Two  hours  are 
soon  spent  in  such  good  company ;  in  the 
mean  tune,  look  to  'un  jailor,  there's  a  firog 
in  the  stocks." 

Sir  Launcelot,  incensed  at  this  aflfiront 
ofiTered  to  bis  servant,  advanced  to  the  prison 
door,  but  found  it  fast  locked ;  and  when  he 
called  to  the  turnkey,  he  was  given  to  under- 
stand that  he  himself  was  a  prisoner.  Enraged 
at  this  intimation,  he  demanded  atwhoae 
suit,  and  was  answered  through  the  wicket* 
— "  at  the  suit  of  the  king,  in  whose  name  I 
will  hold  you  fast,  with  God's  assistance." 

The  knight's  looks  now  benn  to  listen ; 
he  rolled  his  eyes  around,  and,  snatching  up 
an  oaken  bench,  which  three  ordinary  men 
could  scarce  have  lifted  from  the  ground,  he, 
in  all  likelihood,  would  have  shattered  the 
door  in  pieces,  had  not  he  been  restrained  by 
the  interposition  of  Mr  Clarke,  who  intreatea 
him  to  have  a  little  patience,  assuring  him 
he  would  BUffgest  a  plan  that  would  avenge 
himself  amply  on  the  justice,  without  any 
breach  of  the  peace.  *'  I  say  the  justice," 
added  Tom,  **  because  it  must  be  his  doing. 
He  is  a  little  petulant  sort  of  a  fellow,  igno- 
rant of  the  law,  guilty  of  numberless  irreflo- 
larities,  and,  if  properly  managed,  may.  Tor 
this  here  act  of  aibitrary  power,  be  not  only 
cast  in  a  swinging  sum,  but  even  turned  out 
of  the  commission  with  disgrace." 

This  was  a  very  seasonable  hint ;  in  con* 
•eqoenoe  of  which  the  bench  waa  softly  9M 
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jriaoed*  and  Captain  Crowe  depoeited  the 
poker,  with  which  he  had  armed  himaelf  to 
Mcond  the  efibite  of  Sir  Launcelot.  They 
BOW,  for  the  first  time,  perceived  that  Ferret 
had  disappeared ;  and,  upon  inquiry,  found 
that  be  was  in  fact  the  occasion  of  the 
knight's  detention  and  the  squire's  disgrace. 


CHAPTER  XL 

Deacription  of  a  modem  magUtrtUe, 

BsroEB  the  knight  would  take  any  resolution 
lor  extricating  himself  from  his  present  em- 
barrassment, he  desired  to  be  better  ac- 
quainted with  the  character  and  circumstances 
of  the  justiGe  by  whom  he  had  been  confined, 
and  likewise  to  understand  the  meaning  of 
his  own  detention.  To  be  informed  in  this 
last  particular,  he  renewed  his  dialogue  with 
the  turnkey,  who  told  him  through  the  grate, 
that  Ferret  no  sooner  perceived  him  in  the 
jail,  without  his  offensive  arms,  which  he  had 
left  below»  than  he  desired  to  be  carried  be- 
fore the  justice,  where  he  had  given  infor- 
mation against  the  knight,  as  a  violater  of 
the  public  peace,  who  strolled  about  the 
country  with  unlawful  arms,  rendering  the 
highways  unsafe,  encroaching  upon  the  free- 
imn  of  elections,  putting  his  majestv's  liege 
subjects  in  fear  of  their  lives,  ana,  in  all 
probability,  harbouring  more  dangerous  de- 
signs under  an  affected  cloak  of  lunacy. 
Ferret,  upon  this  information,  had  been  re- 
leased, and  entertained  as  an  evidence  for 
the  king ;  and  Crabshaw  was  put  into  the 
stocks  as  an  idle  stroller. 

Sir  Launcelot,  beinff  satisfied  in  these 
particulars,  addressed  himself  to  his  fellow 
prisoners,  and  begged  they  would  communi- 
cate what  they  knew  respecting  the  worthy 
BM^strate,  who  had  been  so  premature  in 
the  execution  of  his  office.  This  request  was 
no  sooner  signiHed  than  a  crew  of  naked 
wretches  crowded  around  him,  and,  like  a 
^  congregation  of  rooks,  opened  their  throats 
*  all  at  once,  in  accusation  of  Justice  Gobble. 
The  knight  was  moved  at  this  scene,  which 
he  could  not  help  comparing,  in  his  own 
mind,  to  what  would  appear  upon  a  much 
more  awful  occasion,  when  the  cries  of  the 
widow  and  the  orphan,  the  injured  and  op- 
pressed, would  be  uttered  at  the  tribunal  of 
an  unerring  Judge,  against  the  villainous  and 
insolent  authors  of  their  calamity. 

When  he  had,  with  some  difficulty,  quieted 
their  clamours,  and  confined  his  interroga- 
tion to  one  person  of  a  tolerably  decent  ap- 
pearance, he  learned,  that  Justice  Gobble, 
whose  father  was  a  tailor,  had  for  some  time 
served  as  a  journeyman  hosier  in  London, 
where  he  had  picked  up  some  law  terms,  by 
conversinff  with  hackney  writers  and  attor- 
ney's clerks  of  the  lowest  order ;  that,  upon 
the  death  of  his  master^  he  bad  innnoated 


himself  into  the  good  graces  of  the  widow, 
who  took  him  for  her  husband,  so  that  be 
became  a  person  of  some  consideration,  and 
saved  money  apace ;  that  his  pride,  increas- 
ing with  his  substance,  was  reinforced  l^  the 
vani^  of  his  wife,  who  persuaded  him  to  re- 
tire from  business,  that  they  miffht  live  ^n- 
teellv  in  the  country ;  that  his  father  dying, 
and  leaving  a  couple  of  houses  in  this  town, 
Mr  Gobble  had  come  down  with  his  lady  to 
take  possession,  and  liked  the  place  so  well, 
as  to  make  a  more  considerable  purchase  in 
the  neighbourhood ;  that  a  certain  peer  being 
indebted  to  him  in  the  large  way  of  his  busi- 
ness, and  either  unable  or  unwilline  to  pay 
the  money,  had  compounded  the  debt,  by 
inserting  his  name  in  the  commission  ;  since 
which  period,  his  own  insolence,  and  his 
wife's  ostentation,  had  exceeded  all  bounds ; 
that,  in  the  execution  of  his  authority,  he  had 
committed  a  thousand  acts  of  cruelty  and 
injustice  against  the  poorer  sort  of  people, 
wno  were  unable  to  call  him  to  a  proper 
account;  that  his  wife  domineered  with  a 
more  ridiculous,  though  less  pernicious  usur- 
pation among  the  feimiles  of  the  place ;  that, 
m  a  word,  she  was  the  subject  of  continual 
mirth,  and  he  the  object  of  universal  detee* 
tation. 

Our  adventurer,  though  extremelv  well 
disposed  to  believe  what  was  said  to  the  pre- 
judice of  Gobble,  would  not  give  entire  credit 
to  this  description,  without  first  inquiring 
into  the  particulars  of  his  conduct.  He 
therefore  asked  the  speaker,  what  was  the 
cause  of  his  particular  complaint  ?  **  For  my 
own  party  sir,"  said  he,  *'  I  lived  in  repute, 
and  kept  a  shop  in  this  here  town,  well  fur- 
nished with  a  great  variety  of  articles.  All 
the  people  in  the  place  were  my  customers ; 
but  what  I  and  many  others  chiefly  depended 
upon,  was  the  extraordinary  sale  at  two 
annual  customary  fairs,  to  which  all  the 
country  people  in  the  neighbourhood  resorted 
to  lay  out  their  money.  I  had  employed  aU 
my  stock,  and  even  engaged  my  credit,  to 
procure  a  laree  assortment  of  ^ods  for  the 
Lammas  market ;  but  having  given  my  vote, 
in  the  election  of  a  vestry-clerk,  contrary  to 
the  interest  of  Justice  Gobble,  he  resolved  to 
work  my  ruin.  He  suppressed  the  annual 
fairs,  by  which  a  great  many  people,  espe- 
cially publicans,  earned  the  best  of^  their  sub- 
sistence. The  country  people  resorted  to 
another  town.  I  was  overstocked  with  a 
load  of  perishable  commodities,  and  found 
myself  deprived  of  the  best  part  of  my  home 
customers,  by  the  ill  nature  and  revenge  of 
the  justice,  who  employed  all  his  influence 
among  the  common  people,  making  use  of 
threats  and  promises  to  make  them  desert 
my  shop,  and  give  their  custom  to  anotlier 
person,  whom  he  settled  in  the  same  business 
under  my  nose.  Being  thus  disabled  from 
making  punctual  payments,  my  commodities 
spoiling,  and  my  wife  breaking  her  heart,  I 
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^w  negligent  and  careless,  took  to  drink- 
ing, and  my  aflairs  went  to  wreck.  Being 
one  day  in  liquor,  and  provoked  by  the  fleers 
and  taunts  of  the  man  who  had  set  up  against 
me,  I  struck  him  at  his  own  door;  upon 
which  I  was  carried  before  the  justice,  who 
treated  me  with  such  insolence,  tnat  I  became 
desperate,  and  not  only  abused  him  in  the 
execution  of  his  office,  but  also  made  an 
attempt  to  lay  violent  hands  upon  his  person. 
You  know,  sir,  when  a  man  is  both  drunk 
and  desperate,  he  cannot  be  supposed  to  have 
any  command  of  himself.  I  was  sent  hither 
to  jail.  My  creditors  immediately  seized 
my  effects  ;  and,  as  they  were  not  sufficient 
to  discharge  my  debts,  a  statute  of  bank- 
ruptcy was  taken  out  against  me ;  so  that 
here  I  must  lie,  until  they  think  proper  to 
sign  my  certificate,  or  the  parliament  shall 
please  to  pass  an  act  for  the  relief  of  insol- 
vent debtors." 

The  next  person  who  presented  himself  in 
the  crowd  or  accusers,  was  a  meagre  figure, 
vdth  a  green  apron,  who  told  the  knight  that 
he  had  kept  a  public  house  in  town  for  a 
dozen  of  years,  and  enjoyed  a  good  trade, 
which  was  in  a  great  measure  owing  to  a 
skittle-ground,  in  which  the  best  people  of 
the  place  diverted  themselves  occasionally : 
that  Justice  Grobble,  being  disobliged  at  his 
refusing  to  part  with  a  gelding  which  be  had 
bred  for  his  own  use,  first  of  all  shut  up  the 
skittle-^ound ;  but  finding  the  publican  still 
.kept  his  house  open,  he  took  care  that  he 
should  be  deprived  of  his  licence,  on  pretence 
that  the  number  of  ale-houses  was  too  great, 
and  that  this  man  had  been  bred  to  another 
employment.  The  poor  publican,  being  thus 
deprived  of  his  bread,  was  obliged  to  try  the 
stay-making  business,  to  which  ne  had  served 
an  apprenticeship ;  but  being  verv  ill  quali- 
fied for  this  profession,  he  soon  fell  to  decay, 
and  contracted  debts,  in  consequence  of 
which  he  was  now  in  prison,  where  he  had 
no  other  support  but  what  arose  from  the 
labour  of  his  wife,  who  had  gone  to  service. 

The  next  prisoner  who  preferred  his  com- 
plaint against  the  unrighteous  judge,  was  a 
poacher,  at  whose  practices  Justice  Gobble 
had  for  some  years  connived,  so  as  even  to 
screen  him  from  punishment,  in  considera- 
tion of  being  supplied  with  game  gratis,  till 
at  length  he  was  disappointed  by  accident. 
His  lady  had  invited  guests  to  an  entertain- 
ment, and  bespoke  a  hare,  which  the  poacher 
undertook  to  furnish.  He  laid  his  snares 
accordingly  over  night ;  but  they  were  dis- 
covered, and  taken  awav  by  the  gamekeeper 
of  the  gentleman  to  wnom  the  ground  be- 
longed. All  the  excuses  the  poacher  could 
make  proved  ineffectual  in  appeasin?  the 
resentment  of  the  justice  and  his  wife,  at 
being  thus  disconcerted.  Measures  were 
taken  to  detect  tlie  delinquent  in  the  exercise 
of  his  illicit  occupation  ;  he  was  committed 
to  safe  custody,  and  his  wifct  with  five  bant- 


lings, was  passed  to  her  husband's  settlement 
in  a  dififerent  part  of  the  country. 

A  stout  squat  feUow,  rattling  with  chainsy 
had  just  taken  up  the  bSdl  of  accusation,  when 
Sir  LAuncelot  was  startled  with  the  appear- 
ance  of  a  woman,  whose  looks  and  equipage 
indicated  the  most  piteous  distress.  She 
seemed  to  be  turned  of  the  middle  ace,  was 
of  a  lofty  carriage,  tall,  thin,  weather-beaten, 
and  wretchedly  attired :  her  eyes  were  in^ 
flamed  with  weeping,  and  her  looks  displayed 
that  wildness  and  peculiarity  which  denote 
distraction.  Advancing  to  Sir  Launcelot, 
she  fell  upon  her  knees,  and,  clasping  her 
hands  together,  uttered  the  foUowing  rhap- 
sody in  the  most  vehement  tone  of  affliction : 

*'  Thrice  potent,  generous,  and  august 
emperor,  here  let  my  knees  cleave  to  the 
earth,  until  thou  shalt  do  me  justice  on  that 
inhuman  caitifiT,  Gobble.  Let  him  disgoroe 
my  substance,  which  he  hath  devoured ;  let 
him  restore  to  mv  widowed  arms  my  childt 
my  boy,  the  delight  of  my  eyes,  the  prop  of 
my  life,  the  stafi^f  mv  sustenance,  whom  he 
hath  torn  from  my  embrace,  stolen,  betraved, 
sent  into  captivity,  and  murdered ! — behold 
these  bleeding  wounds  upon  his  lovely  breast! 
see  how  they  mangle  his  lifeless  corse! 
Horror !  give  me  my  child,  barbarians  \  his 
head  shalllie  upon  nis  Suky's  bosom—she 
will  embalm  him  with  her  tears.  Ha !  plun^ 
him  in  the  deep !  shall  my  boy  then  noat  in 
a  watery  tomb  ? — Justice,  most  mighty  em- 
peror! justice  upon  the  villain  who  hath 
rained  us  all !  May  heaven's  dreadful  ven- 
geance overtake  him !  may  the  keen  storm 
of  adversity  strip  him  of  all  his  leaves  and 
fmit !  may  peace  forsake  his  mind,  and  rest 
be  banished  from  his  pillow,  so  that  all  his 
days  shall  be  filled  with  reproach  and  sorrow, 
and  all  his  nights  be  haunted  with  horror 
and  remorse !  may  he  be  stung  by  jealousy 
without  cause,  and  maddened  by  reven^ 
without  the  means  of  execution !  may  all  his 
ofiTspring  be  blighted  and  consumed,  like  the 
mildewed  ears  of  corn,  except  one  that  shall 

Cw  up  to  curse  his  old  age,  and  bring  his 
iry  head  with  sorrow  tQ  the  grave,  as  he 
himself  has  proved  a  curse  to  me  and  mine !" 

The  rest  of  the  prisoners,  perceiving  the 
knight  extremely  snocked  at  her  misery  and 
horrid  imprecation,  removed  her  by  force 
from  his  presence,  and  conveyed  her  to 
another  room ;  while  our  adventurer  under- 
went a  violent  agitation,  and  could  not  for 
some  minutes  compose  himself  so  well  as  to 
inquire  into  the  nature  of  this  wretched  crea- 
ture's calamity. 

The  shopkeeper,  of  whom  he  d^oauided  ' 
this  satisfaction,  gave  him  to  understand  that 
she  was  bom  a  gentlewoman,  and  had  been 
well  educated ;  that  she  married  a  curate* 
who  did  not  long  survive  his  nuptials,  and 
afterwards  became  the  wife  of  one  Oakley, 
a  farmer  in  opulent  circumstances;  that, 
afler  twenty  years  cohabitation  with  het 
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hoflbond,  be  sustained  such  losses  by  the  dis- 
temper among  the  cattle,  as  he  could  not 
repair ;  and  that  this  reverse  of  fortune  was 
supposed  to  have  hastened  his  death ;  that  the 
widlow,  beings  a  wonian  of  spirit,  determined 
to  keep  up  and  manage  the  farm,  with  the 
assistance  of  an  only  son,  a  very  promising 
youth,  who  was  already  contractea  in  mar- 
riage with  the  daughter  of  another  wealthy 
farmer.  Thus  the  mother  had  a  prospect  of 
retrieving  the  affairs  of  her  family,  when  all 
her  hopes  were  dashed  and  destroyed  by  a 
ridiculous  pique  which  Mrs  Gobble  conceived 
sgainst  the  young  farmer's  sweetheart,  Mrs 
Susan  Sedgemoor.  This  younsr  woman 
chancing  to  be  at  a  country  assembly,  where 
the  grave-digger  of  the  parish  acted  as  master 
of  the  ceremonies,  was  called  out  to  dance 
before  Miss  Gobble,  who  happened  to  be  there 
present  also  with  her  mother.  The  circum- 
stance was  construed  into  an  unpardonable 
affront  by  the  justice's  lady,  who  abused  the 
director  in  the  most  opprobrious  terms  for 
his  insolence  and  ill-manners ;  and,  retiring 
in  a  storm  of  passion,  vowed  revenge  sgainst 
the  saucy  minx  who  had  presumed  to  vie  in 
gentility  with  Miss  Gobble.  The  justice 
entered  into  her  resentment.  The  grave- 
digger  lost  his  place ;  and  Suky's  lover,  young 
.Oakley,  was  pressed  for  a  soldier,  before 
his  mother  could  take  any  steps  for  his  dis- 
charge, he  was  hurried  away  to  the  East 
Indies,  by  the  industry  and  contrivance  of 
the  justice.  Poor  Suky  wept  and  pined  until 
she  fell  into  a  consumption.  Tne  forlorn 
widow,  beinff  thus  deprived  of  her  son,  was 
overwhelmed  with  grief  to  such  a  degree, 
that  she  could  no  longer  manage  her  con- 
cerns. Every  thing  went  backwards;  she 
ran  in  arrMrs  with  her  landlord ;  and  the 
prospect  of  bankruptcy  aggravated  her  afflic- 
tion, while  it  added  to  her  incapacity.  In 
the  midst  of  these  disastrous  circumstances, 
news  arrived  that  her  son  Greaves  had  lost 
his  life  in  a  sea  engagement  with  the  enemy ; 
and  these  tidings  almost  instantly  deprived 
her  of  reason.  Then  the  landlord  seized  for 
his  rent,  and  she  was  arrested  at  the  suit  of 
Justice  Gobble,  who  had  bought  up  one  of 
her  debts  in  order  to  distress  her,  and  now 
pretended  that  her  madness  was  feigned. 

When  the  name  of  Greaves  was  mentioned, 
our  adventurer  started  and  changed  colour ; 
and,  now  the  story  was  ended,  asked,  with 
marks  of  eager  emotion,  if  the  name  of  the 
woman's  first  husband  was  not  Wilford. 
When  the  prisoner  answered  in  the  affirma- 
tive, he  rose  up,  and  striking  his  breast, — 
•'  Good  heaven  V*  cried  he,  "  the  very  woman 
who  watched  over  my  infancy,  and  even 
nourished  me  with  her  milk  ! — She  was  my 
mother's  humble  friend.  Alas !  poor  Doro- 
thy!  how  would  your  old  mistress  grieve  to 
see  her  favourite  in  this  miserable  condition." 
While  he  pronounced  these  word?,  to  the 
astonishment  of  the  bearers,  a  tear  stole 


sofUy  down  each  cheek.  Then  he  desired 
to  know  if  the  poor  lunatic  had  any  intervds 
of  reason ;  and  was  given  to  understand,  that 
she  was  always  quiet,  and  generally  supposed 
to  have  the  use  of  her  senses,  except  when 
she  was  disturbed  by  some  extraordinary 
noise,  or  when  any  person  touched  upon  her 
misfortune,  or  mentioned  the  name  of  her 
oppressor,  in  all  which  cases  she  started  out 
into  extravagance  and  frenzy.  They  like- 
wise imputed  great  part  of  the  disorder  to 
the  want  of  quiet,  proper  food,  and  neces- 
saries, with  which  sne  was  but  poorly  sup- 
plied by  the  cold  hand  of  chance  charity. 
Our  adventurer  was  exceedingly  affected  by 
the  distress  of  this  woman,  whom  he  resolved 
to  relieve ;  and  in  proportion  as  bis  commis- 
eration was  excited,  his  resentment  rose 
against  the  miscreant,  who  seemed  to  have 
insinuated  himself  into  the  commission  of 
the  peace  on  purpose  to  harass  and  oppress 
his  fellow-creatures. 

Thus  animated,  he  entered  into  consulta- 
tion with  Mr  Thomas  Clarke  concerning  the 
steps  he  should  take,  first  for  their  deliver- 
ance, and  then  for  prosecuting  and  punishing 
the  justice.  In  result  of  this  conference,  the 
knight  called  aloud  for  the  jailor,  and  de- 
manded to  see  a  copy  of  his  commitment, 
that  he  might  know  the  cause  of  his  impri- 
sonment, and  offer  bail ;  or,  in  case  that  he 
should  be  refused,  move  for  a  writ  of  habeas 
corpus.  The  jailor  told  him  the  copy  of  the 
writ  should  l>e  forthcoming;  but,  afler  he 
had  waited  some  time,  and  repeated  the  de- 
mand before  witnesses,  it  was  not  yet  pro- 
duced. Mr  Clarke  then,  in  a  solemn  tone, 
gave  the  jailor  to  understand,  that  an  officer 
refusing  to  deliver  a  true  copy  of  the  com- 
mitment warrant,  was  liable  to  the  forfeiture 
of  one  hundred  pounds  for  the  first  offence, 
and  for  the  second  to  a  forfeiture  of  twice 
that  sum,  besides  being  disabled  From  exe- 
cuting his  office. 

Indeed  it  was  no  easy  matter  to  comply 
with  Sir  Launcelot's  demand ;  for  no  warrant 
had  been  minted,  nor  was  it  now  in  the 
power  of  the  justice  to  remedy  this  defect, 
as  Mr  Ferret  bad  taken  himself  away  pri- 
vately, without  having  communicated  the 
name  and  designation  of  the  prisoner;  a  cir- 
cumstance the  more  mortifying  to  the  jailor, 
as  he  perceived  the  extraordinary  respect 
which  Mr  Clarke  and  the  captain  paid  to 
the  knight,  and  was  now  fully  convinced 
that  he  would  be  dealt  with  according  to 
law.  Disordered  with  these  reflections,  he 
imparted  them  to  the  justice,  who  had  in 
vain  caused  search  to  be  made  for  Ferret, 
and  was  now  extremely  well  inclined  to  set 
the  knight  and  his  friends  at  liberty,  though 
he  did  not  at  all  suspect  the  quality  and  im- 
portance of  our  adventurer,  fie  could  not, 
however,  resist  the  temptation  of  displaying 
the  authority  of  his  office,  and  therefore 
ordered  the  prisoners  to  be  brought  before 
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hit  tribunal,  that,  in  the  capacity  of  a  magia- 
trate,  he  might  give  them  a  severe  reproof, 
and  proper  caution  with  respect  to  their 
future  behaviour. 

They  were  accordingly  led  throagfa  the 
street  in  procession,  guanded  by  the  constat 
ble  and  his  gang,  followed  by  Crabshaw,  who 
had  by  this  time  been  released  from,  the 
stocks,  and  surrounded  by  a  crowd  of  people, 
attracted  by  curiosity.  When  they  arrived 
at  the  justice's  house,  they  were  detained 
for  some  time  in  the  passage ;  then  a  voice 
was  heard,  commanding  the  coostable  to 
bring  in  the  prisoners,  and  they  were  intro- 
duced to  the  hall  of  audience,  where  Mr 
Gobble  sat  in  iudgment,  with  a  crimson  velvet 
night-cap  on  his  head ;  and  on  his  right  hand 
appeared  his  lady,  puffed  up  with  the  pride 
and  insolence  of  her  husband's  office,  fat, 
frowzy,  and  not  over  clean,  well  stricken  in 
years,  without  the  least  vestige  of  an  a|rree- 
able  feature,  having  a  rubicund  nose,  ferret 
eyes,  and  imperious  aspect.  The  justice 
himself  was  a  little,  affected,  pert  prig,  who 
endeavoured  to  solemnize  his  countenance 
by  assuming  an  air  of  consequence,  in  which 
pride,  impudence,  and  folly,  were  strangely 
nlended.  He  aspired  at  nothing  so  much  as 
the  character  of  an  able  spokesman,  and 
took  all  opportunities  of  holding  forth  at 
vestry  and  quarter-sessions,  as  weU  as  in  the 
administration  of  his  office  in  private.  He 
would  not,  therefore,  let  slip  this  occasion 
of  exciting  the  admiration  of  his  hearers,  and, 
in  an  authoritative  tone,  thus  addressed  our 
adventurer : 

*'  The  laws  of  this  land  has  provided — ^I 
says  afr  how  provision  is  made  by  the  laws 
of  this  here  land,  in  reverence  to  delinquems 
and  manefactors,  whereby  the  kind's  peace 
is  upholden  by  we  magistrates,  who  repre- 
sents his  majesty's  person  better  than  in  e'er 
a  contagious  nation  under  the  sun ;  but,  how- 
somever,.  that  there  king's  peace,  and  this 
here  magistrate's  authority,  cannot  be  ade- 
quably  and  identically  upheld,  if  so  be  as 
how  criminals  escapes  unpunished.  Now, 
friend,  jou  must  be  confidentious  in  your 
own  mmd,  as  you  are  a  notorious  crimmal, 
who  have  trespassed  again  the  laws  on  divers 
occasions  and  importunities ;  if  I  had  a  mind 
to  exercise  the  rigour  of  the  law,  according 
to  the  authority  wherewith  I  am  wested,  you 
and  your  companions  in  iniquity  would  be 
sewerely  punished  by  the  statue;  but  we 
magistrates  has  a  power  to  litigate  the  se- 
werity  of  justice,  and  so  I  am  contented  that 
you  should  be  mercifully  dealt  withal,  and 
even  dismissed." 

To  this  harangue  the  knight  replied,  with 
solemn  and  deliberate  accent,-*-"  If  I  under- 
stand your  meaning  aright,  I  am  accused  of 
being  a  notorious  criminal ;  but  nevertheless 
you  are  contented  to  let  me  escape  with  im- 
punity. If  I  am  a  notorious  criminal,  it  is 
the  duty  of  you,  as  a  magistrate,  to  bring 


roe  to  condign  punishment ;  and  if  yon  aBow 
a  criminal  to  escape  unpunished,  you  are  not 
only  unworthy  of  a  place  in  the  commission, 
but  become  accessory  to  his  guilt,  and,  to 
all  intents  and  purposes,  socius  crtfRtnis. 
With  respect  to  your  proffered  mercy,  I  shall 
decline  the  favour:  nor  do  I  deserve  any 
indulffence  at  your  hands ;  for,  depend  upon 
it,  I  luiall  show  no  mercy  to  you  in  the  steps 
I  intend  to  take  for  bringing  you  to  justice. 
I  understand  that  you  have  been  long  hack- 
neyed in  the  ways  of  oppression,  and  I  have 
seen  some  living  monuments  of  your  inhu- 
manity— of  that  hereafter.  I  myself  have 
been  detained  in  prison,  without  cause  as- 
signed. I  have  been  treated  with  indignity, 
and  insulted  by  jailors  and  constables ;  led 
through  the  streets  like  a  felon,  as  a  Spec- 
tacle to  the  multitude;  obliged  to  dance 
attendance  in  your  passage,  and  afterwards 
branded  with  the  name  of  notorious  criminal. 
I  now  demand  to  see  the  information  in  con- 
sequence of  which  I  was  detained  in  prison, 
the  copy  of  the  warrant  of  commitment  or 
detainer,  and  the  face  of  the  person  by  whom 
I  was  accused.  I  insist  upon  a  compliance 
with  these  demands,  as  the  privileges  of  a 
British  subject ;  and  if  it  is  refused,  I  shall 
seek  redress  before  a  higher  tribunal." 

The  justice  seemed  to  be  not  a  little  dis- 
turbed at  this  peremptory  declaration,  which, 
however,  had  no  other  effect  upon  his  wife, 
but  that  of  enraging  her  choler,  and  inflaming 
her  countenance.  "  Sirrah !  sirrah !"  cried 
she,  <*do  you  dares  to  insult  a  worshipful 
magistrate  on  the  bench?  Can  you  deny 
that  you  are  a  vagram,  and  a  dilatory  sort 
of  a  person  ?  Han't  the  man  with  the  satchel 
made  an  affidavy  of  it?  If  I  was  my  hus- 
band, I'd  lay  you  fast  by  the  heels  for  your 
resumption,  and  ferk  you  with  a  primineery 
into  the  bargain,  unless  you  could  give  a 
better  account  of  yourself— I  would." 

Gobble,  encouraged  by  this  fillip,  resumed 
his  petulance,  and  proceeded  in  this  man- 
ner:— '*Heark  ye,  fnend,  I  might,  as  Mrs 
Grobble  very  justly  observes,  trounce  you  for 
your  audacious  behaviour;  but  I  scorn  to 
take  such  advantages :  howsomever,  I  shall 
make  you  give  an  account  of  yourself  and 
your  companions ;  for  I  believe  as  how  you 
are  in  a  gan£,  and  all  in  a  story,  and  perhaps 
you  may  be  found  one  day  in  a  cord.  What 
are  you,  friend  ?  What  is  your  station  and 
de^rree  ?"  <*  I  am  a  ^ntleman,"  replied  the 
knight.  '*Ay,  that  is  English  for  a  sorry 
fellow,"  said  the  justice.  **  Every  idle  vaga- 
bond, who  has  neither  home  nor  habitation, 
trade  nor  profession,  designs  himself  a  gen- 
tleman. But  I  must  know  how  you  live." 
*'  Upon  my  means."  **  What  are  your  means  ?" 
"My  estate."  "Whence  doth  it  arise?' 
"  From  inheritance."  "  Your  estate  lies  in 
brass,  and  that  you  have  inherited  from  na- 
ture; but  do  vou  inherit  lands  and  tene- 
ments?"   "Yes."    "But  they  are  neither 
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here  Dor  there,  I  doubt.  Come,  come,  friend, 
I  shall  bring  you  about  presently."  Here 
the  examination  was  interrupted  by  the  arri- 
val of  Mr  Fillet  the  surgeon,  who  chancing 
to  pass,  and  seein?  a  crowd  about  the  door, 
went  in  to  satisfy  nis  curiosity. 


CHAPTER  XII. 

Which  shows  there  are  more  ways  to  kill  a 
dog  than  hanging. 

Me  Fillet  no  sooner  appeared  in  the  judg- 
ment-chamber of  Justice  Gobble,  than  Cap- 
tain Crowe,  seizing  him  by  the  hand,  ex- 
claimed,— "  body  o'  me !  doctor,  thou'rt  come 
up  in  the  nick  of  time  to  lend  us  a  hand  in 
putting  about.  We're  a  little  in  the -stays 
here-^but  howsomever  we've  got  a  good 
pilot,  who  knows  the  coast,  and  can  weather 
the  point,  as  the  saying  is.  As  for  the  ene- 
my's vessel,  she  has  had  a  shot  or  two  al- 
ready athwart  her  forefoot;  .the  next,  I  do 
suppose,  will  strike  the  hull,  and  then  you 
will  see  her  taken  all  aback."  The  doctor, 
who  perfectly  understood  his  dialect,  assured 
him  he  might  depend  upon  his  assistance ; 
and  advancing  to  the  knight,  accosted  him 
in  these  wor£ : — **  Sir  Launcelot  Greaves, 
your  most  bumble  servant — ^when  I  saw  a 
crowd  at  the  door,  I  little  thought  of  finding 
you  within,  treated  with  such  indignity — ^yet 
I  can't  help  beinff  pleased  with  an  opportu- 
nity of  proving  the  esteem  and  veneration  I 
have  for  your  person  and  character: — ^you 
will  do  me  particular  pleasure  in  command- 
ing my  best  services." 

Our  adventurer  thanked  him  for  this  in- 
stance of  his  friendship,  which  he  told  him 
he  would  use  without  hesitation ;  and  de- 
sired he  would  procure  immediate  bail  for 
liim  and  his  two  friends,  who  had  been  im- 
prisoned contrary  to  law,  without  any  cause 
assigned.   <• 

During  this  short  dialogue,  the  justice, 
who  had  heard  of  Sir  Launcelot's  family  and 
fortmse,  though^an  utter  stranger  to  his  per- 
son, was  seized  with  such  pangs  of  terror  and 
compunction  as  a  grovelling  mind  may  be 
supposied  to  have  felt  in  such  circumstances ; 
and  they  seemed  to  produce  the  same  unsa- 
voury effects  that  are  so  humourously  deline- 
ated by  the  inimitable  Hogarth,  in  his  print 
of  Felix  on  his  tribunal,  done  in  the  Dutch 
style.  Nevertheless,  seeing  Fillet  retire  to 
execute  the  knight's  commands,  he  recol- 
lected himself  so  far  as  to  tell  the  prisoners, 
there  was  no  occasion  to  give  themselves 
any  farther  trouble,  for  he  would  release 
them  without  bail  or  mainprise.  Then  dis- 
carding all  the  insolence  from  his  features, 
and  assuming  an  aspect  of  the  most  humble 
adulation,  be  begged  the  knif  ht  ten  thousand 
pardons  for  the  rreedoms  he  had  taken,  which 
were  entirely  owing  to  bis  ignorance  of  Sir 


Laoncelot's  oualitjr.  *<  Yes,  I'll  assure  you, 
sir,"  said  the  wifW,  *<my  husband  wo^ld 
have  bit  off  bis  tongue  rather  than  say  black 
is  the  white  of  your  eye,  if  so  be  he  had 
known  your  capacity.  Thank  God,  we  have 
been  used  to  deal  with  gentlefolks,  and 
many's  the  good  pound  we  have  lost  by  them ; 
but  what  of  that  ?  Sure  we  know  how  to 
behave  to  our  betters.  Mr  Gobble,  thanks 
be  to  God,  can  defy  the  whole  world  to  prove 
that  he  ever  said  an  uncivil  word,  or  did  a 
rude  thing  to  a  gentleman,  knowing  him  to 
be  a  person  of  fortune.  Indeed,  as  to  your 
poor  ^ntry,  and  riff-raff,  your  taf-rag  and 
bob-tail,  or  such  vulgar  scoundrelly  people, 
he  has  behaved  like  a  magistrate,  and  treated 
tbem  with  the  rigger  of  authority."  «*In 
other  words,"  said  the  knight,  ••  he  has  ty- 
ranized  over  the  poor,  and  connived  at  the 
vices  of  the  rich:  your  husband  is  little 
obliged  to  you  for  this  confession,  woman." 
"  Woman  !"  cried  Mrs  Gobble,  empurpled 
with  wrath,  and  fixing  her  hands  on  her 
sides  by  way  of  defiance,  "I  scorn  your 
words.  Marry  come  up,  woman !  quotha ; 
no  more  a  woman  than  yuur  worship." 
Then  bursting  into  tears, — **  Husband,"  con- 
tinued she,  "  if  you  had  the  soul  of  a  louse, 
you  would  not  suffer  me  to  be  abused  at  this 
rate ;  you  would  not  sit  still  on  the  bench 
and  hear  vour  spouse  called  such  contempti- 
ble  epitaphs.  Who  cares  for  his  title  and  his 
knightship?  You  and  I,  husband,  knew  a 
tailor  that  was  made  a  knight ;  but,  thank 
€rod,  I  have  noblemen  to  stand  by  me  with 
their  privileges  and  beroguetifs." 

At  this  instant  Mr  Fillet  returned  with  his 
friend,  a  practitioner  in  the  law,  who  finely 
offered  to  join  in  bailing  our  adventurer,  and 
the  other  two  prisoners,  for  any  sum  that 
slfould  be  required.  The  justice,  perceiving 
the  afiair  be^an  to  grow  more  and  more  seri- 
ous, declared  that  he  would  dischaige  the 
warrants  and  dismiss  the  prisoners. 

Here  Mr  Clarke  interposing,  observed, 
that  against  the  knifht  no  warrant  had  been 
grant^,  nor  any  inroimation  sworn  to ;  con- 
sequently, as  the  Justice  had  not  complied 
with  the  form  of  proceeding  directed  by 
statute,  the  imprisonment  was  coram  non 
judicej  void.  "  Ri^lit,  sir,"  said  the  other 
lawver,  « if  a  justice  commits  a  felon  for 
trial,  without  binding  over  the  prosecutor  to 
the  assizes,  he  shall  be  fined."  **  And  again," 
cried  Clarke,  *'  if  a  justice  issues  a  warrant 
for  commitment,  where  there  is  no  accusa- 
tion, action  will  lie  against  the  justice." 
'*  Moreover,"  replied  the  stranger,  '<if  a 
justice  of  peace  is  ^ilty  of  any  misdemean- 
our in  his  office,  information  lies  against 
him  in  banco  regiSf  where  he  shall  be  pun- 
ished by  fine  and  imprisonment."  "And 
besides,"  resumed  the  accurate  Tom,  **the 
same  court  will  grant  an  information  against 
a  justice  of  peace,  on  motion,  for  sending 
even  a  servant  to  the  house  of  correction  or 
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common  jail  without  sufficient  cause." 
**  True,"  exclaimed  the  other  limb  of  the 
law,  <*  and.  for  contempt  of  law,  attachments 
may  be  had  a^inst  justices  of  peace  in  banca 
regis:  a  justice  of  the  peace  was  fined  a 
thousand  marks  for  corrupt  practices." 

With  these  words,  advancing  te  Mr  Clarke, 
be  shook  him  by  the  hand,  with  the  appella- 
tion of  brother,  saying, — **  I  doubt  the  justice 
has  got  into  a  cursed  hoveV*  Mr  Grobble 
himself  seemed  to  be  of  the  same  opinion. 
He  changed  colour  several  times  during  the 
remarks  which  the  lawyers  had  made ;  and 
now,  declaring  the  gentlemen  were  at  liberty, 
begged,  in  the  most  humble  phrase,  that  the 
company  would  eat  a  bit  of  mutton  with  him, 
and  after  dinner  the  affair  might  be  amica- 
bly compromised.  To  this  proposal  our  ad- 
venturer  replied,  in  a  grave  and  resolute 
tone, — "  If  your  acting  in  the  commission  as 
a  justice  of  the  peace  concerned  my  own 
particular  only,  perhaps  I  should  wave  any 
further  inquiry,  and  resent  your  insolence 
no  other  way  but  by  silent  contempt.  If  I 
thought  the  errors  of  your  administration 
proceeded  from  a  good  intention,  defeated 
by  want  of  understanding,  I  should  pity  your 
ignorance,  and,  in  compassion,  advise  you 
to  desist  from  acting  a  part  for  which  you 
aie  so  ill  qualified;  but  the  preposterous 
conduct  of  such  a  man  deeply  anects  the 
interest  of  the  community,  especially  that 
part  of  it  which,  from  its  helpless  situa- 
tion, is  the  more  entitled  to  our  protection 
and  assistance.  I  am  moreover  convinced, 
that  your  misconduct  is  not  so  much  the 
consequence  of  an  uninformed  head,  as  the 
poisonous  issue  of  a  malignant  heart,  devoid 
of  humanity,  inflamed  with  pride,  and  rank- 
ling with  revenge.  The  common  prison  of 
this  little  town  is  filled  with  the  miserable 
objects  of  your  cruelty  and  oppression.  In- 
stead of  protecting  the  helpless,  restraining 
the  hands  of  violence,  preserving  the  public 
tranquillity,  and  acting  as  a  father  to  the 
poor,  according  to  the  intent  and  meaning 
of  that  institution  of  which  you  are  an  un- 
worthy member,  you  have  distressed  the 
widow  and  the  orphan,  given  a  loose  to  all 
the  insolence  of  office,  enobroiled  your  neigh- 
bours by  fomenting  suits  and  animositien, 
and  played  the  tyrant  among  the  indigent 
and  forlorn.  You  have  abused  the  authority 
with  which  your  were  invested,  entailed  a 
reproach  upon  your  office,  and  instead  of 
being  revered  as  a  blessing,  vou  are  detested 
as  a  curse  among  your  fellow-creatures. 
This  indeed  is  generally  the  case  of  low  fel- 
lows, who  are  thrust  into  the  magistracy 
without  sentiment,  education,  or  capacity. 
Among  other  instances  of  your  iniquity,  there 
is  now  in  prison  an  unhappy  woman,  infi- 
nitely your  superior  in  the  advantages  of 
birth,  sense,  and  education,  whom  you  have, 
even  without  provocation,  persecuted  to  ruin 
and  distraction,  after  having  illegally  and  in- 


humanly kidnapped  her  only  child,  and  ex- 
posed him  to  a  violent  death  in  a  foreign 
land.  Ah,  caitiff*!  if  you  were  to  forego  all 
the  comforts  of  life,  distribute  your  means 
among  the  poor,  and  do  the  severest  penance 
that  ever  priestcraft  prescribed,  for  the  rest 
of  your  days,  vou  could  not  atone  for  the 
ruin  of  that  hapless  fiunily :  a  family  throuflfa 
whose  sides  you  cruelly  and  perfidioudy 
stabbed  the  heart  of  an  innocent  young  wo- 
man, to  gratify  the  pride  and  diabolical 
malice  of  that  wretched  low-bred  woman, 
who  now  sits  at  your  right  hand  as  the  asso- 
ciate of  power  and  presumption.  Oh !  if 
such  a  despicable  reptile  shall  annoy  man- 
kind with  impunity,  if  such  a  contemptible 
miscreant  shall  have  it  in  his  power  to  do 
such  deeds  of  inhumanity  and  oppression, 
what  avails  the  law !  Where  is  our  admired 
constitution,  the  freedom,  the  security  of  the 
subject,  the  boasted  human  itv  of  the  British 
nation  ?  Sacred  heaven !  if  there  was  no 
human  institution  to  take  coj^izance  of  such 
atrocious  crimes,  I  would  listen  to  the  dic- 
tates of  eternal  justice,  and,  arming  myself 
with  the  right  of  nature,  exterminate  such 
villains  from  the  face  of  the  earth !" 

These  last  words  he  pronounced  in  auch  a 
strain,  while  his  eyes  lightened  with  indig- 
nation, that  Gobble  and  his  wife  underwent 
the  most  violent  ajjritation :  the  constable's 
teeth  chattered  in  his  head,  the  jailor  trem- 
bled, and  the  whole  audience  was  over- 
whelmed with  consternation. 

After  a  short  pause,  Sir  Launcelot  pro- 
ceeded in  a  milder  strain : — *<  Thank  Heaven, 
the  laws  of  this  country  have  exempted  me 
from  the  disagreeable  task  of  such  an  execu- 
tion. To  them  we  shall  have  immediate 
recourse,  in  three  separate  actions  against 
you  for  false  imprisonment ;  and  any  other 
person  who  has  been  injured  by  your  arbi- 
trary and  wicked  proceedings,  in  me  shall 
find  a  warm  protector,  until  you  shall  be  ex- 
punged from  the  commission  with  disgrace, 
and  have  made  such  retaliation  as  your  cir- 
cumstances will  allow  for  the  wrongs  you 
have  done  the  community." 

In  order  to  complete  the  mortification  and 
terror  of  the  justice,  the  lawyer,  whose  name 
was  Fenton,  declared,  that,  to  his  certain 
knowledge,  these  actions  would  be  reinforced 
with  divers  prosecutions  for  corrupt  practices, 
which  had  lain  dormant  until  some  person  of 
courage  and  influence  should  take  the  lead 
against  Justice  Gobble,  who  was  the  more 
dreaded,  as  he  acted  under  the  patronage  of 
Lord  Sharpington.  By  this  time  fear  had 
deprived  the  justice  and  his  helpmate  of  the 
faculty  of  speech.  They  were  indeed  almost 
petrified  with  dismay,  and  made  no  eflTort  to 
speak,  when  Mr  Fillet^  in  the  rear  of  the 
knight,  as  he  retired  with  his  company,  took 
his  leave  of  then)  in  these  words : — **  And 
now,  Mr  Justice,  to  dinner  with  what  appe- 
tite you  may." 
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Our  adventurer^  though  warmly  invited  to 
Mr  Fenton'a  house,  repaired  to  the  public 
inn,  where  he  thought  be  should  be  more  at 
bis  ease,  fully  determined  to  punish  and  de- 
pose Gobble  from  his  maristracy,  to  effect  a 
ffeneral  Jail  deliveTy  of  all  the  debtors  whom 
ne  had  round  in  confinement,  and  in  particu- 
lar, to  rescue  poor  Mrs  Oakley  from  the 
miserable  circumstances  in  which  she  was 
involved. 

In  the  mean  time  he  insisted  upon  enter- 
taining his  friends  at  dinner,  durmff  which 
many  sallies  of  sea- wit  and  good  liumour 
passed  between  Captain  Crowe  and  Doctor 
Fillet,  which  last  had  just  returned  from  a 
neighbouring  village,  whither  he  was  sum- 
moned to  fish  a  man's  vard  arm,  which  had 
snapt  in  the  slings.  Their  enjoyment,  how- 
ever, was  suddenly  interrupted  by  a  loud 
scream  from  the  kitchen,  whither  Sir  Laun- 
celot  immediately  sprung,  with  equal  eager- 
ness  and  agility.  There  he  saw  the  land- 
lady,  who  was  a  woman  in  years,  embracing 
a  man  dressed  in  a  sailor's  jacket,  while  she 
exclaimed,—**  It  is  thy  own  flesh  and  blood, 
so  sure  as  I'm  a  living  soul.  Ah!  poor 
Greaves,  poor  Greaves,  many  a  poor  heart 
has  grieved  for  thee  !"  To  this  salutation 
the  youth  replied, — ^*  I'm  sorry  for  that,  mis- 
tress. How  does  poor  mother  1  how  does 
Suky  Sedgemoor  V* 

The  good  woman  of  the  house  could  not 
help  shedding  tears  at  these  interrogations ; 
while  Sir  Launcelot  interposing,  said,  not 
without  emotion, — '*  I  perceive  vou  are  the 
son  of  Mrs  .Oakley.  Your  mother  is  in  a 
bad  state  of  health,  but  in  me  you  will  find  a 
real  parent."  Perceiving  that  the  young  man 
eyed  Mm  with  astonishment,  he  gave  him  to 
understand  tbat  his  name  was  Launcelot 
Greaves. 

Oakley  no  sooner  heard  these  words  pro- 
nounced, than  he  fell  upon  his  knees,  and 
seizing  the  knight's  hand,  kissed  it  eagerly, 
crying, — ^*  Grod forever  bless  your  honour,  I 
am  your  name-son,  sure  enough — but  what 
of  that  ?  I  can  earn  my  bread  without  being 
beholden  to  any  man." 

When  the  knight  raised  him  up,  he  turned 
to  the  woman  of  the  house,  saving, — '*I 
want  to  see  mother.  I'm  afraid  as  how 
times  are  hard  with  her ;  and  I  have  saved 
some  money  for  her  use."  This  instance  of 
filial  duty  brought  tears  into  the  eyes  of  our 
adventurer,  who  assured  him  his  mother 
should  be  carefully  attended,  and  want  for 
nothing ;  but  that  it  would  be  very  improper 
to  see  her  at  present,  as  the  surprise  might 
shock  her  too  much,  considering  that  she 
believed  him  dead.  '*  Ey,  indeed,"  cried  the 
landlady,  *<  we  were  all  of  the  same  opinion, 
being,  as  the  report  went  that  poor  Crreaves 
Oakley  was  killed  in  battle."  **  Lord,  mis- 
tress," said  Oakley,  "  there  wa'n't  a  word 
of  truth  in  it,  I'll  assure  you.  What,  d'ye 
Jiink  I'd  tell  a  lie  about  the  matter  1    Hurt 
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I  was,  to  be  sure,  but  that  don't  signify ;  we 
gave  'em  as  good  as  they  brought,  and  so 

Krted.  Well,  if  so  be  I  can't  see  mother, 
1  go  and  have  some  chat  with  Suky.  What 
d'ye  look  so  glum  for  ?  she  an'i  married,  is 
she  1"  "  No,  no,"  replied  the  woman,  *'  not 
married,  but  almost  heart-broken.  Since 
thou  wast  gone  she  has  done  nothing  hot 
sighed,  and  wept,  and  pined  herself  unto  a 
decay.  I'm  afraid  thou  hast  come  too  late 
to  save  her  life." 

Oakley's  heart  was  not  proof  against  thia 
information.  Bursting  into  tears,  he  ex- 
claimed,— *'  O  my  dear,  sweet,  ffentle  Suky ! 
have  I  then  lived  to  be  the  death  of  her 
whom  I  loved  more  than  the  whole  world  1" 
He  would  have  gone  instantly  to  her  fiithar's 
house,  but  was  restrained  by  the  knight  and 
his  company,  who  had  now  joined  him  in  Uie 
kitchen. 

The  young  man  was  seated  at  table,  and 
gave  them  to  understand,  that  the  ship  to 
which  he  belonged  having  arrived  in  Eng- 
land, he  was  indulged  with  a  month's  leave 
to  see  his  relations ;  and  that  he  had  received 
about  fifty  pounds  in  wages  and  prize-money. 
After  dinner,  just  as  they  began  to  deliberate 
upon  the  measures  to  be  taken  against  Gob- 
ble, that  gentleman  arrived  at  the  inn,  and 
humbly  craved  admittance.  Mr  Fillet,  struck 
with  a  sudden  idea,  retired  into  another 
apartment  with  the  young  farmer ;  while  the 
justice,  being  admitted  to  the  company,  de- 
clared  that  he  came  to  propose  terms  of  ac- 
commodation. He  accordingly  ofibred  to 
ask  pardon  of  Sir  Launcelot  in  the  public 
papers,  and  pay  fifty  pounds  to  the  poor  of 
the  parish,  as  an  atonement  for  his  misbeha- 
viour, provided  the  knight  and  his  ifriends 
would  grant  him  a  general  release.  Our  ad- 
venturer told  him,  he  would  willingly  wave 
all  personal  concessions ;  but,  as  the  case 
concerned  the  community,  he  insisted  upon 
his  leaving  off  acting  in  the  commission,  and 
making  satisfiiction  to  the  parties  he  had  in- 
jured  and  oppressed.  This  declaration  in- 
troduced  a  discussion,  in  the  course  of  which 
the  justice's  petulance  began  to  revive; 
when  FUlet,  entering  the  room,  told  them  he 
had  a  reconciling  measure  to  propose,  if  Mr 
Gobble  would  for  a  few  minutes  \rithdraw. 
He  rose  up  immediately,  and  was  shown  into 
the  room  which  Fillet  had  prepared  for  his 
reception.  While  he  sat  musing  on  this 
untoward  adventure,  so  big  with  disgrace 
and  disappointment,  young  Oakley,  accord* 
ing  to  the  instructions  he  liad  received,  ap- 
peared all  at  once  before  him,  pointing  to  a 
ghastly  wound,  which  the  doctor  had  painted 
on  his  forehead.  The  apparition  no  sooner 
presented  itself  to  the  eyes  of  Gobble,  than, 
taking  it  for  granted  it  was  the  spirit  of  the 
young  farmer  whose  death  he  had  occasioned, 
be  rMuned  aloud-—*'  Lord  httve  mercy  upon 
us !"  and  fell  insensible  on  the  floor.  There 
being  fbond  by  the  company,  to  whoni  Fillet 
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had  communicated  his  contrivance*  be  was 
conveyed  to  bed,  where  he  lay  some  time 
before  he  recovered  the  perfect  use  of  his 
senses.  Then  he  earnestly  desired  to  see 
the  knight,  and  assured  him  he  was  ready 
to  comply  with  bis  terms,  inasmuch  as  he 
believed  he  had  not  long  to  live.  Advantage 
was  immediately  taken  of  this  salutary  dis- 
position. He  bound  himself  not  to  act  as  a 
justice  of  the  peace,  in  any  part  of  Great 
Britain,  under  the  penalty  of  &ve  thousand 
pounds.  He  burned  Mrs  Oakley's  note ; 
paid  the  debts  of  the  shopkeeper  ;  undertook 
to  compound  those  of  the  publican,  and  to 
settle  him  again  in  business ;  and,  finally,  dis- 
charged them  all  from  prison,  paying  the 
dues  out  of  his  own  pocket.  These  steps 
being  taken  with  peculiar  eagerness,  he  was 
removed  to  his  own  house,  where  he  assured 
his  wife  he  had  seen  a  vision  that  prognosti- 
cated his  death ;  and  had  immediate  recourse 
#0  the  curate  of  the  parish  for  spiritual  con. 
solation. 

The  most  interesting  part  of  the  task  that 
DOW  remained,  was  to  make  the  widow  Oak- 
ley acquainted  with  her  good  fortune,  in  such 
a  manner  as  might  least  disturb  her  spirits, 
already  but  too  much  discomposed.  For 
this  purpose  they  chose  the  landlady,  who, 
after  having  received  proper  directions  how 
to  regulate  ner  conduct,  visited  her  in  per- 
son that  same  evening.  Finding  her  quite 
calm,  and  her  reflection  quite  restored,  she 
began  with  exhorting  her  to  put  her  trust  in 
Providence,  which  would  never  forsake  the 
cause  of  the  injured  widow  and  fatherless : 
she  promised  to  assist  and  befriend  her  on 
all  occasions,  as  fiir  as  her  abilities  would 
reach :  she  gradually  turned  the  conversation 
upon  the  fiwiily  of  the  Greaves  ;  and  by  de- 
grees informed  her,  that  Sir  Launcelot, 
Saving  learned  her  situation,  was  determined 
to  extricate  her  from  all  her  troubles.  Per- 
ceiving her  astonished,  and  deeply  affected 
at  this  intimation,  she  artfully  shifted  the 
diiBcourse,  recommended  resignation  to  the 
divine  will,  and  observed,  that  this  circum- 
stance seemed  to  be  an  earnest  of  further 
happiness.  "  O !  Pm  incapable  of  receiving 
more !"  cried  the  disconsolate  widow,  with 
streaming  eyes.  "  Yet  I  ought  not  to  be 
surprised  at  any  blessing  that  flows  from 
that  quarter.  The  family  of  Greaves  were 
always  virtuous,  humane,  and  benevolent. 
This  young  gentleman's  mother  was  my 
dear  lady  and  oenefkctress :  he  himself  was 
suckled  at  these  breitets.  O !  he  was  the 
sweetest,  comeliest,  best-conditioned  babe  ! 
I  loved  not  my  own  Greaves  with  greater 
afiection — but  he,  alas  !  is  now  no  more !" 
**  Have  patience,  good  neighbour,"  said  the 
landlady  of  the  \Vliite  Hart,  **  that  is  more 
than  you  have  any  right  to  affirm — all  that 
you  know  of  the  matter  is  by  common  re- 
port, and  common  report  is  commonly  false ; 
pesidsit  I  can  tdll  you  I  have  seen  a  list  of 


the  men  that  were  killed  in  Admiral  P  's 
ship,  when  he  fought  the  French  in  the  East 
Indies,  and  your  son  was  not  in  the  number." 
To  this  intimatioi^she  replied,  after  a  con- 
siderable pause,-*"  Don't,  my  good  neigh- 
bour, don't  feed  me  with  false  hope.  My 
poor  Greaves  too  certainly  perished  in  a  fo- 
reign land — yet  he  is  happy  ;^iad  he  lived 
to  see  me  in  this  condition,  grief  would  soon 
have  put  a  period  to  his  days."  *<  I  tell  you 
then,"  cried  the  visitant,  <*  he  is  not  dead. 
I  have  seen  a  letter  that  mentions  his  being 
well  since  the  battle.  You  shall  come  along 
with  me— you  are  no  longer  a  prisoner,  but 
shall  live  at  my  house  comfortably^  till  your 
aflairs  are  settled  to  your  wish." 

The  poor  widow  followed  her  in  silent 
astonishment,  and  was  immediately  accom- 
modated with  necessaries. 

Next  morning  her  hostess  proceeded  with 
her  in  the  same  cautious  manner,  until  she 
was  assured  that  her  son  had  returned. 
Being  duly  prepared,  she  was  blessed  with  a 
sight  of  poor  Greaves,  and  fainted  away  in 
his  arms. 

We  shall  not  dwell  upon  this  tender  scene, 
because  it  is  but  of  a  secondary  concern  in 
the  history  of  our  knight-errant :  let  it  suffice 
to  say,  their  mutual  happiness  was  unspeak- 
able. She  was  afterwards  visited  by  Sir 
Launcelot,  whom  she  no  sooner  beheld, 
than,  springing  forwards  with  all  the  eager- 
ness of  maternal  afiection,  she  clasped  him 
to  her  breast,  crying, — "  My  dear  child !  my 
Launcelot !  my  pride !  my  darling !  my  kind 
benefactor  !  This  is  not  the  first  time  I 
have  hugged  you  in  these  arms  !  O !  you 
are  the  very  image  of  Sir  Everhard  in  iiis 
70uth ;  but  you  have  got  the  eyes,  the  com- 
plexion, the  sweetness  and  complacency  of 
my  dear  and  ever-honoured  lady."  This 
was  not  in  the  strain  of  hireling  praise ;  but 
the  genuine  tribute  of  esteem  and  admira- 
tion. As  such,  it  could  not  but  be  agreeable 
to  our  hero,  who  undertook  to  procure  Oak- 
ley's discharge,  and  settle  him  in  a  comfort- 
able farm  on  bis  own  estate. 

In  the  mean  time  Greaves  went  with  a 
heavy  heart  to  the  house  of  farmer  Sedge- 
moor,  where  he  found  Suky,  who  had  been 
prepared  for  his  reception,  in  a  transport  of 
joy,  though  very  weak  and  greatly  emaciated. 
Nevertheless,  the  return  of  her  sweetheart 
had  such  a  happy  effect  on  her  constitution, 
that  in  a  few  weeks  her  health  was  perfectly 
restored. 

This  adventure  of  our  knight  was  crowned 
with  every  happy  circumstance  that  could 
give  pleasure  to  a  generous  mind.  The 
prisoners  were  released,  and  reinstated  in 
their  former  occupations.  The  justice  per- 
formed his  articles  from  fear,  anci  afterwards 
turned  over  a  new  leaf  from  remorse.  Young 
Oakley  was  married  to  Suky,  with  whom  he 
received  a  considerable  portion.  The  new- 
married  couple  found  a  farm  ready  stocked 
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for  them  on  the  knight's  estate  ;  and  the 
mother  enjoyed  a  happy  retreat  in  the  cha- 
racter  of  housekeeper  at  Greavesbuiy^hall. 


CHAPTER  Xm. 

In  which  our  knight  is  tantalized  with  a 
transient  glimpse  of  felicity. 

Thb  success  of  our  adventurer,  which  we 
have  particularized  in  the  hist  chapter,  could 
not  fail  of  enhancing  his  character,  not  only 
among  those  who  knew  him,  hut  also  among 
the  people  of  the  town,  to  whom  be  was  not 
an  utter  stranger.  The  populace  surrounded 
the  house,  and  testified  their  approbation  in 
loud  huzzas.  Captain  Crowe  was  more  than 
ever  inspired  with  veneration  for  his  admired 
patron,  and  more  than  ever  determined  to 
pursue  his  footsteps  in  the  road  of  chivalry. 
Fillet  and  his  friend  the  lawyer  could  not 
help  conceiving  an  affection,  and  even  a  pro- 
found esteem,  for  the  exalted  virtue,  the 
person,  and  accomplishments  of  the  knight, 
dashed  as  they  were  with  a  mixture  of  ex- 
travagance and  insanity.  Even  Sir  Launce- 
lot  himself  was  elevated  to  an  extraordinary 
degree  of  self  complacency  on  the  fortunate 
issue  of  his  adventure,  and  became  more 
and  more  persuaded  that  a  knigbt-errant's 
profession  might  be  exercised,  even  in  Eng- 
land, to  the  advantage  of  the  community. 
The  only  person  of  the  company  who  seemed 
unanimated  with  the  general  satisfaction  was 
Mr  Thomas  Clarke.  He  had,  not  without 
ffood  reason,  laid  it  down  as  a  maxim,  that 
Ihight-errantry  and  madness  were  synony- 
mous terms ;  and  that  madness,  though  ex- 
hibited in  the  most  advantageous  and  ag^e- 
able  liglit,  could  not  change  its  nature,  but 
must  continue  a  perversion  of  sense  to  the 
end  of  the  chapter.  He  perceived  the  addi- 
tional impression  which  the  brain  of  his 
uncle  had  sustained,  from  the  happy  manner 
in  which  the  benevolence  of  Sir  Launcelot 
had  so  lately  operated ;  and  began  to  fear  it 
would  be  in  a  little  time  quite  necessary  to 
have  recourse  to  a  commission  of  lunacy, 
which  might  not  only  disgrace  the  fiimily  of 
the  Crowes,  but  also  tend  to  invalidate  the 
settlement  which  the  captain  had  already 
made  in  favour  of  our  young  lawyer. 

Perplexed  with  these  cogitations,  Mr 
Clarke  appealed  to  our  adventurer's  own  re- 
flection. He  expatiated  upon  the  bad  con- 
sequences  that  would  attend  his  uncle's 
perseverance  in  the  execution  of  a  scheme 
so  foreign  to  his  faculties;  and  entreated 
him,  for  the  love  of  Grod,  to  divert  him  from 
his  purpose,  either  by  arguments  or  authority ; 
as,  of  all  mankind,  the  knight  alone  had 

Sined  such  an  ascendency  over  his  spirits, 
at  he  would  listen  to  his  exhortations  with 
lespect  and  submission. 
Our  adventurer  was  not  so  mad,  but  that 


he  saw  and  owned  the  rationality  of  these 
remarks.    He  readily  undertook,  to  employ 
all  his  influence  with  Crowe  to  dissuade  him 
from  his  extravagant  design ;  and  seized  the 
first  opportunity  of  being  alone  with  the 
captain,  to  signify  his  sentiments  on  this 
suDJect. — **  Captain  Crowe,"  said  he,  "  you 
are  then  determined  to  proceed  in  the  course 
of  koight-errantrv  V\    "  I  am,"  replied  the 
seaman,  **  with  Grod's  help,  d'ye  see,  and  the 
assistance  of  wind  and  weather — "    ^  What 
dost  thou  talk  of  wind  and  weather  1"  cried 
the  knight,  in  an  elevated  tone  of  afiected 
transport,  *<  without  the  help  of  heaven,  in- 
deed, we  are  all  vanity,  imbecility,  weakness, 
and  wretchedness ;  but  if  thou  art  resolved 
to  embrace  the  life  of  an  errant,  let  me  not 
hear  thee  so  much  as  whisper  a  doubt,  a 
wish,  a  hope,  or  sentiment,  with  respect  to 
any  other  obstacle,  which  wind  or  weather, 
fire  or  water,  sword  or  famine,  danger  or 
disappointment,  may  throw  in  the  way  q^ 
thy  career.     When  the  duty  of  thy  profess- 
ion calls,  thou  must  singly  rush  upon  innu- 
merable hosts  of  armed  men:    thou  must 
storm  the  breach  in  the  mouth  of  batteries 
loaded  with  death  and  destruction,  while 
every  step  thou  movest,  thou  art  exposed  to 
the  horrible  explosion  of  subterranean  mines* 
which,  being  sprung,  will  whirl  thee  aloft  in 
the  air,  a  mangled  corse,  to  feed  the  fowls  of 
heaven ;  thou  most  leap  into  the  abvss  of 
dismal  caves  and  caverns,  replete  with  poi- 
sonous toads  and  hissing  serpents:    thou 
roust  plunge  into  seas  of  burning  sulphur: 
thou  must  launch  upon  the  ocean  m  a  crazy 
bark,  when  the  foaming  billows  roll  moun- 
tains high,  when  the  lightning  flashes,  the 
thunder   roars,    and   the  howling  tempest 
blows,  as  if  it  would  commix  the  jarring 
elements  of  air  and  water,  earth  and  fire, 
and  reduce  all  nature  to  the  original  anarchy 
of  chaos.    Thus  involved,  thou  must  turn 
thy  prow  full  a^inst  the  fury  of  the  stormy 
and  stem  the  boisterous  surge  to  thy  destined 
port,  though  at  the  distance  of  a  thousaind 
leagues — ^thou  must — " 

**  Avast,  avast,  brother,"  exclaimed  the 
impatient  Crowe,  '*  you  've  got  into  the  high 
latitudes,  d*ye  see : — ^if  so  be  as  you  spank  it 
away  at  that  rate,  adad,  I  can't  continue  in 
tow — we  must  cast  off  the  rope,  or  'ware 
timbers.  As  for  your  'osts  and  breeches, 
and  hurling  alofl,  d'ye  see,  your  caves  and 
caverns,  whistling  tuoads  and  serpents,  burn- 
ing brimstone  and  foaming  billows,  we  must 
take  our  hap ;  I  value  'em  not  a  rotten  rat- 
line: but  as  for  sailing  in  the  wind's  eye« 
brother,  you  must  give  me  leave— no  ofience 
I  hope — I  pretend  to  be  a  thorough-bred 
seaman,  d'ye  see— and  I'll  be  damn'd  if  you, 
or  e'er  an  arrant  that  broke  biscuit,  ever 
sailed  in  a  three-mast  vessel  within  five 

{>oints  of  the  wind,  allowing  for  variation  and 
ee-way. — No,  no,  brother,  none  of  your 
tricks  upon  travellers— I  a'n't  now  to  learn 
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my  compass."  **  Tricks  !'*  cried  the  knigfat, 
starting  up,  and  lftym|[  his  hand  on  the  pum- 
mel  ofnis  sword,  '*  what !  suspect  my  hon- 
our 1" 

Crowe,  supposing^  him  to  he  really  in. 
censed,  interrupted  nim. with  great  earnest- 
ness, saying, — "Nay,  don't — ^what  apize! 
adds-buntlines ! — I  didn't  go  to  give  you  the 
lie,  brother,  smite  my  Hmbs :  I  only  said  as 
how  to  sail  in  the  wind's  eye  was  impossible." 
**  And  I  say  unto  thee,"  resumed  the  knigtit, 
''nothing  is  impossible  to  a  true  knight. 
errant,  mspired  and  animated  by  love." 
"  And  I  say  unto  thee,"  holla'd  Crowe, "  if  so 
be  as  how  love  pretends  to  turn  his  hawse- 
holes  to  the  wind,  he's  no  seaman,  d'ye  see, 
but  a  snotty-nosed  lubberly  boy,  that  knows 
not  a  cat  from  a  capstan — a  don't." 

"  He  that  does  not  believe  that  love  is  an 
infallible  pilot  must  not  embark  upon  the 
voyage  of  chivalry ;  for,  next  to  the  protec- 
Won  of  heaven,  it  is  from  love  that  the  knight 
derives  all  his  prowess  and  glory.  The  bare 
name  of  his  mistress  invigorates  his  arm : 
the  remembrance  of  her  beauty  infuses  into 
his  breast  the  most  heroic  sentiments  of 
courage;  while  the  idea  of  her  chastity 
hedges  him  round  like  a  charm,  and  renders 
him  invulnerable  to  the  sword  of  his  anta- 
gonist.  A  knight  without  a  mistress  is  a 
mere  non-entity,  or  at  least  a  monster  in 
nature,  a  pilot  without  compass,  a  ship  with- 
out  rudder,  and  must  be  driven  to  and  fro 
upon  the  waves  of  discomfiture  and  dis- 
grace." 

"  An  that  be  all,"  replied  the  sailor,  "  I 
told  you  before  as  how  I've  got  a  sweetheart, 
as  true  a  hearted  girl  as  ever  swung  in  can- 
vass.— What  tho'f  she  may  have  started  a 
hoop  in  rolling^— that  signifies  nothing — ^I'll 
warrant  her  tight  as  a  nut-shell." 

"  She  must,  in  your  opinion,  be  a  paragon 
either  of  beauty  or  virtue.  Now,  as  you 
have  given  up  the  last,  you  must  uphold  her 
charms  unequalled,  and  her  person  without 
a  parallel."  '*  I  do,  I  do  uphold  she  will  sail 
upon  a  parallel  as  well  as  e'er  a  frigate  that 
was  rigged  to  the  northward  of  fifty." 

"  At  that  rate,  she  must  rival  the  attrac- 
tions of  her  whom  I  adore ;  but  that,  I  say, 
is  impossible :  the  perfections  of  my  Aurelia 
are  altogether  supernatural;  and  as  two 
suns  cannot  shine  together  in  the  same 
sphere  with  equal  splendour,  so  I  affirm,  and 
will  prove  with  my  body,  that  your  mistress, 
in  comparison  with  mine,  is  as  a  glow-worm 
to  the  meridian  sun,  a  nish-light  to  the  fUll 
moon,  or  a  stale  mackarel's  eye  to  a  pearl 
of  orient,"  "  Harkye,  brother,  you  miffht 
give  ^od  words,  however :  an  we  once  mil 
a  iawmg,  d'ye  see,  I  can  heave  out  as  much 
biigewater  as  another;  and  since  you  be- 
smear my  sweetheart  Besselia,  I  can  as  well 
bedaub  your  mistress  Aurelia,  whom  I  value 
no  more  than  old  junk,  pork-slush,  or  stink- 
ing stockfish." 


•<  Enough,  enough — such  blasphemy  shall 
not  pass  unchastised.  In  consideration  of 
our  having  fed  from  the  same  table,  and 
maintainea  together  a  friendly,  though  short 
intercourse,  I  will  not  demand  the  combat 
before  you  are  duly  prepared.  Proceed  to 
the  first  ereai  town  where  you  can  be  fur* 
nished  with  horse  and  harnessing,' with  arms 
offensive  and  defensive;  provide  a  trusty 
squire,  assume  a  motto  and  device,  declare 
yourself  a  son  of  chivalry,  and  proclaim  the 
excellence  of  her  who  rules  your  heart.  I 
shall  fetch  a  compass ;  and  wheresoever  we 
may  chance  to  meet,  let  us  engage  with 
equal  arms  in  mortal  combat,  that  shall  de- 
cide and  determine  this  dispute." 

So  saying,  our  adventurer  stalked  with 
great  solemnity  into  another  apartment; 
while  Crowe,  being  sufficiently  irritated, 
snapped  his  fingers  in  token  of  defiance. 
Honest  Crowe  thought  himself  scurvily  used 
by  a  man  whom  he  bad  cultivated  witn  such 
humility  and  veneration ;  and,  after  an  inco- 
herent ejaculation  of  sea  oaths,  went  in  quest 
of  his  nephew,  in  order  to  make  him  ac- 
quainted with  this  unlucky  transaction. 

In  the  mean  time,  Sir  Launcelot  having 
ordered  supper,  retired  into  his  own  cham- 
ber, and  gave  a  loose  to  the  most  tender 
emotions  of  his  heart.  He  recollected  all 
the  fond  ideas  which  had  been  excited  in  the 
course  of  his  correspondence  with  the  charm- 
ing Aurelia.  He  remembered  with  horror 
the  cruel  letter  he  had  received  from  that 
youn^  lady,  containing  a  formal  renunciation 
of  his  attachment;  so  unsuitable  to  the 
whole  tenor  of  her  character  and  conduct. 
He  revolved  the  late  adventure  of  the  coach, 
and  the  declaration  of  Mr  Clarke,  with  equal 
eagerness  and  astonishment ;  and  was  seized 
with  the  most  ardent  desire  of  unravelling  a 
mystery  so  interesting  to  the  predominant 
passion  of  his  heart.  All  these  mingled  con- 
siderations produced  a  kind  of  ferment  in 
the  economy  of  his  mind,  which  subsided 
into  a  profound  reverie,  compounded  of  hope 
and  perplexity. 

From  this  trance  he  was  waked  by  the 
arrival  of  his  squire,  who  entered  the  room 
with  the  blood  trickling  over  his  nose,  and 
stood  before  him  without  speaking.  When 
the  knight  asked  whose  livery  was  that  he 
wore,  he  replied, — "  'Tis  your  honour's  own 
livery :— rl  received  it  on  your  account,  and 
hope  as  you  will  quit  the  score."  Then  he  pro- 
ceeded to  inform  his  master,  that  two  officers 
of  the  army  having  come  into  the  kitchen, 
insisted  upon  having  for  their  supper  the 
victuals  which  Sir  Launcelot  had  bespoke; 
and  that  he,  the  squire,  objecting  to  the  pro- 

Sosal,  one  of  them  had  seized  the  poker,  and 
asted  him  with  his  own  blood;  tnat,  when 
he  told  them  he  belonged  to  a  knight-errant, 
and  threatened  them  with  the  vengeance  of 
his  master,  they  cursed  and  abused  him, 
calling  him  Sancho  Puiza,  and  such  dog^s 
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;  ajid  bade  him  tell  his  master  Don 
Qoicksot,  that,  if  he  made  any  noise,  they 
would  confine  him  to  his  cage,  ud  lie  with 
his  mistress  Dulcinea. — "  To  be  sure,  sir,'' 
said  he,  "  they  thought  you  as  great  a  nin- 
compoop as  your  squire— trim-tram,  like 
master  like  man; — ^but  I  hope  as  how 
you  will  give  them  a  Rowland  for,»  their 
Oliver." 

'* Miscreant!"  cried  the  knight,  "you  have 
provoked  the  gentlemen  with  your  imperti- 
nence, and  thev  have  chastised  you  as  you 
deserve.  I  tell  thee,  Crabshaw,  they  have 
saved  liie  the  trouble  of  punishing  thee  with 
my  own  hands ;  and  well  it  is  for  thee,  sinner 
as  thou  art,  that  they  themselves  have  per- 
formed the  office ;  for,  had  they  complained 
to  me  of  thy  insolence  and  rusticity,  by 
Heaven  !  I  would  have  made  thee  an  exam- 
ple to  all  the  impudent  squires  upon  the  face 
of  the  earth.  Hence,  then,  avaunt,  caitiff! 
Let  his  majestv's  officers,  who  perhaps  are 
fatigued  with  hard  duty  in  the  service  of 
their  country,  comfort  themselves  with  the 
supper  which  was  intended  for  me,  and  leave 
me  undisturbed  to  my  own  meditations." 

Timothy  did  not  require  a  repetition  of 
this  Command,  which  he  forthwith  obeyed, 

growling  within  himself,  that  thenceforward 
e  should  let  every  cuckold  wear  his  own 
horns;  but  he  could  not  help  entertaining^ 
some  doubts  with  respect  to  tne  courage  of 
his  master,  who,  he  supposed,  was  one  of 
those  Hectors  who  have  their  fighting  days, 
but  are  not  at  all  times  equally  prepared  for 
the  combat. 

The  knig[ht,  having  taken  a  slight  repast, 
retired  to  his  repose,  and  had  for  some  time 
enjoyed  a  very  agreeable  slumber,  when  he 
was  startled  by  a  knocking  at  his  chamber- 
door.  **  I  beg  your  honour's  pardon,"  said 
the  landlady,  "but  there  are  two  uncivil 
persons  in  the  kitchen,  who  have  well  nigh 
turned  my  whole  house  topsy-turvy.  Not 
content  with  laying  violent  hands  on  your 
honour's  supper,  tney  want  to  be  rude  to 
two  young  ladies  who  are  just  arrived,  and 
have  called  for  a  post-chaise  to  go  on. 
They  are  afraid  to  open  their  chamber-door 
to  get  out ;  and  the  young  lawyer  is  like  to 
be  murdered  for  taking  the  ladies'  part." 

Sir  Launcelot,  though  he  refused  to  take 
notice  of  the  insult  which  had  been  offered  to 
himself,  no  sooner  heard  of  the  distress  of  tfie 
ladies,  than  he  started  up,  huddled  on  his 
clothes,  and,  girding  his  sword  to  his  loins,  ad- 
vanced with  a  deliberate  pace  to  the  kitchen, 
where  he  perceived  Thomas  Clarke  warmly 
engaged  in  altercation  with  a  couple  of  young 
men  dressed  in  regimentals,  who,  with  a 
peculiar  air  of  arrogance  and  ferocity,  treat- 
ed him  with  great  insolence  and  contempt. 
Tom  was  endeavouring  to  persuade  them, 
that,  in  the  constitution  of  England,  the 
military  was  always  subservient  to  the  civil 
power ;  and  that  their  befaaviotar  to  a  couple 


of  helpless  young  women,  was  not  only  on- 
becommg  gentlemen,  but  expressly  contraiy 
to  the  law,  inasmuch  as  they  might  be  sued 
for  an  assault  on  an  action  of  damages. 

To  this  remonstrance  the  two  heroes  in* 
red  replied  by  a  volley  of  dreadful  oaths,  in- 
termingled with  threats,  which  put  the  law- 
yer in  some  pain  for  his  ears. 

While  one  thus  endeavoured  to  intimidate 
honest  Tom  Clarke,  the  other  thundered  at 
the  door  of  the  apartment  to  which  the  ladies 
had  retired,  demanding  admittance,  but  re« 
ceived  no  other  answer  than  a  loud  shriek. 
Our  adventurer  advancing  to  this  uncivil 
champion,  accosted  him  thus,  in  a  grave  and 
solemn  tone. — "  Assuredly  I  could  not  have 
believed,  except  upon  the  evidence  of  my 
own  senses,  that  persons  who  have  the  ap- 
pearance of  gentlemen,  and  bear  his  majesty's 
honourable  commission  in  the  army,  could 
behave  so  wide  of  the  decorum  due  to  so- 
ciety, of  a  proper  respect  to  the  laws,  of  tha|p 
humanity  which  we  owe  to  our  fellow-crea- 
tures, and  that  delicate  regard  for  the  fair 
sex,  which  ought  to  prevail  in  the  breast  of 
every  gentleman,  and  which,  in  particular, 
dignifies  the  character  of  a  soldier.  To 
whom  shall  that  weaker,  though  more  amia« 
ble,  part  of  the  creation  fiy  tot  protection, 
if  they  are  insulted  and  outraged  by  those 
whose  more  immediate  duty  it  is  to  afford 
them  security  and  defence  from  injury  and 
violence!  What  right  have  you,  or  any 
man  upon  earth,  to  excite  riot  in  a  public 
inn,  which  may  be  deemed  a  temple  sacred 
to  hospitality ;  to  disturb  the  quiet  of  your 
fellow  guests,  some  of  them  perhaps  ez^ 
haiisted  by  fatigue ;  some  of  them  invaded 
by  distemper ;  to  interrupt  the  king's  lieges 
in  their  course  of  journeying  upon  their  law- 
ful occasions  1  Above  all,  what  motive  but 
wanton  barbarity  could  prompt  you  to  violate 
the  apartment,  and  terrify  the  tender  hearts 
of  two  helpless  young  ladies,  travelling,  no 
doubt,  upon  some  cruel  emergency,  which 
compels  them,  unattended,  to  encounter  in 
the  night  the  dangers  of  the  highway  ?" 

"  Hearkye,  Don  Bethlem,"  said  the  cap- 
tain, strutting  up,  and  cocking  his  hat  in  the 
face  of  our  adventurer,  '*  you  may  be  as  mad 
as  e'er  a  straw-crowned  monarch  in  Moor- 
fields,  for  aught  I  care ;  but,  damme !  don't 
you  be  saucy,  otherwise  I  shall  dub  your 
worship  with  a  good  stick  across  your  shoul- 
ders." "How!  petulant  boy!"  cried  the 
knight,  "  since  you  are  so  ignorant  of  urba- 
nity, I  will  give  you  a  lesson  that  you  shall 
not  easily  forget."  So  saying,  he  unsheath- 
ed his  sword,  and  called  upon  the  soldier  to 
draw  in  his  defence. 

The  reader  may  have  seen  the  physiog. 
nomy  of  a  stockholder  at  Jonathan's  when 
the  rebels  were  at  Derby,  or  the  features 
of  a  bard  when  accosted  by  a  bailiff,  or  the 
countenance  of  an  alderman  when  bis  banker 
stops  payment ;  if  he  has  seen  either  of  those 
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I^faenomena,  be  may  conceive  the  ftppeannce 
that  was  now  exhibited  by  the  vieage  of  the 
ferocious  captain,  when  the  naked  sword  of 
Sir  Laancelot  glanced  before  his  eyes.  Far 
«from  attempting  to  produce  his  own,  which 
was  of  unconscionable  length,  he  stood  mo- 
tionless as  a  statue,  starin?  with  the  most 
ghastly  look  of  terror  and  astonishment. 
His  companion,  who  partook  of  his  panic, 
seeing  matters  brought  to  a  very  serious 
crisis,  interposed  with  a  crest-fallen  counte- 
nance, assuring  Sir  Launcelot  they  had  no 
intention  to  quarrel,  and  what  they  had  done 
was  entirely  for  the  sake  of  the  frolic. 

**  By  such  frolics,"  cried  the  knight^  "you 
become  nuisances  to  society,  bring  yourselves 
into  contempt,  and  disgrace  the  corps  to 
which  you  belong.  I  now  perceive  the  truth 
of  the  observation,  that  cruelty  always  resides 
with  cowardice.  My  contempt  is  changed 
into  compassion ;  and  as  you  are  probably  of 
#good  families,  I  roust  insist  upon  this  young 
man's  drawing  his  sword,  and  acquitting 
himself  in  such  a  manner  as  may  screen  him 
from  the  most  infamous  censure  which  an 
officer  can  undergo."  '*  Lack-a-day,  sir," 
said  the  other,  "we  are  no  officers,  but 
'prentices  to  two  London  haberdashers,  trav- 
eUers  for  orders.  Captain  is  a  good  travel- 
ling name,  and  we  have  dressed  ourselves 
like  officers  to  procure  more  respect  upon 
the  road." 

The  knight  said  he  was  very  glad,  for  the 
honour  of  the  service,  to  find  they  were  im- 
postors, though  they  deserved  to  be  9has- 
tised  for  arrogating  to  themselves  an  hon- 
ourable character,  which  they  had  not  spirit 
to  sustain. 

These  words  were  scarce  pronounced,  when 
Mr  Clarke  approaching  one  of  the  bravadoes, 
who  had  threatened  to  crop  his  ears,  be- 
stowed such  a  benediction  on  his  jaw  as  he 
could  not  receive  without  immediate  humili- 
ation; while  Timothy  Crabshaw,  smarting 
from  his  broken  head  and  his  want  of  supper, 
saluted  the  other  with  a  Yorkshire  hug,  that 
laid  him  across  the  body  of  his  companion. 
In  a  word,  the  two  pseudo-officers  were  very 
roughly  handled  for  their  presumption  in 
pretending  to  act  characters  for  which  they 
were  so  ifl  Qualified. 

While  Clarke  and  Crabshaw  were  thus 
laudably  employed,  the  two  young  ladies 
passed  through  the  kitchen  so  suddenly,  that 
the  knight  had  only  a  transient  flrlimpse  of 
their  backs,  and  they  disappeared  before  he 
could  possibly  make  a  tender  of  his  services. 
The  truth  is,  they  dreaded  nothing  so  much  as 
their  being  discovered,  and  took  the  first  op- 
portunity of  gliding  into  the  chaise,  which  had 
Deen  for  some  time  waiting  in  the  passage. 

Mr  Clarke  was  much  more  disconcerted 
than  our  adventurer  by  their  sudden  escape. 
He  ran  with  great  eagerness  to  the  door, 
and,  perceiving  they  were  flown,  returned  to 
Sir  Launcelotv  sayingt— ^  Lord  Uess  my  muI* 
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sir,  didn't  vou  see  who  it  was?"  "Hab  t 
how !"  exclaimed  the  knight,  reddening  with 
alarm,  "«rho  was  iti"  "One  of  them," 
replied  the  lawyer,  "  was  Dolly,  our  old  land- 
laay's  daughter  at  the  Black  Lion.  I  knew  her 
when  first  she  alighted,  notwithstanding  her 
being  neatly  dressed  in  a  green  Joseph,  which* 
I'll  assure  you,  sir,  becomes  her  remarkably 
well.  I'd  never  desire  to  see  a  prettier  crea- 
ture. As  for  the  other,  she's  a  very  genteel 
woman ;  but  whether  old  or  young,  ugly  or 
handsome,  I  can't  pretend  to  say,  for  she  was 
masked.  I  had  Just  time  to  salute  Dolly, 
and  ask  a  few  questions ;  but  all  she  could 
tell  me  was,  that  the  masked  lady's  name 
was  Miss  Meadows;  and  that  she,  Dolly, 
was  hired  as  her  waiting-woman." 

When  the  name  of  Meadows  was  men- 
tioned. Sir  Launcelot,  whose  spirits  had  been 
in  violent  commotion,  became  suddenly  calm 
snd  serene,  and  he  began  to  communicate  to 
Clarke  the  dialogue  which  had  passed  be- 
tween him  and  Captain  Crowe,  when  the 
hostess,  addressing  herself  to  our  errant, — 
"  Well,"  said  she,  "  I  have  had  the  honour 
to  accommodate  many  ladies  of  the  first 
fietshion  at  the  White  Hart,  both  young  and 
old,  proud  and  lowly,  ordinary  and  handsome ; 
but  such  a  miracle  as  Miss  Meadows  I  never 
et  did  see.    Lord,  let  me  never  thrive  but 

think  she  is  of  something  more  than  a 
human  creature ! — O !  had  your  honour  but 
set  eyes  on  her,  you  would  have  said  it  was 
a  vision  from  heaven,  a  cherubim  of  beauty!— 
For  my  part,  I  can  hardly  think  it  was  any 
thing  out  a  dream — then  so  meek,  so  mild, 
so  good-natured,  and  generous!  I  say, 
blessed  is  the  young  woman  who  tends  upon 
such  a  heavenly  creature  : — and,  poor  dear 
youn^  lady !  she  seems  to  be  under  grief  and 
affliction,  for  the  tears  stole  down  her  lovely 
cheeks,  and  looked  for  all  the  world  like 
orient  pearl." 

Sir  Launcelot  listened  attentively  to  the 
description,  which  reminded  him  of  his  dear 
Aurelia,  and,  sighing  bitterly,  withdrew  to 
his  own  apartment. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

Which  thawst  that  a  man  cannot  always  sip 
^  when  the  cup  is  at  his  lip 

Thosb  who  have  felt  the  doubts,  the  jea- 
lousies, the  resentments,  the  humiliations, 
the  hopes,  the  despair,  the  impatience,  and, 
in  a  word,  the  infinite  disquiets  of  love,  wiU 
be  able  to  conceive  the  sea  of  agitation  on 
which  our  adventurer  was  tossed  all  night 
long,  without  repose  or  intermission.  Some- 
times he  resolved  to  employ  all  his  industry 
and  address  in  discovering  me  place  in  which 
Aurelia  was  sequestered,  that  he  might  ree* 
cue  her  from  the  supposed  restraint  to  which 
she  had  been  subjected.    But  when  his  heait 
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beat  high  with  the  anticipation  of  this  ex- 
ploit, he  was  suddenly  invaded,  and  all  his 
ardour  checked,  by  the  remembrance  of  that 
fatal  letter,  written  and  si^ed  by  her  own 
hand,  which  bad  divorced  him  fVom  all  hope, 
and  first  unsettled  his  understanding.  The 
emotions  waked  by  this  remembrance  were 
80  strong,  that  he  leaped  from  the  bed,  and, 
the  fire  ocing  still  burning  in  the  chimney, 
lighted  a  candle,  that  he  might  once  more 
banquet  his  spleen  by  reading  the  original 
billet,  which,  toother  with  the  ring  he  had 
received  from  Miss  Darnel's  mother,  he  kept 
in  a  small  box,  carefully  deposited  within 
his  portmanteau.  This  being  instantly  un- 
locked, he  unfolded  the  paper,  and  recited 
the  contents  in  these  words : 

"  Sir, 

'<  Oblifired  as  I  am  by  the  passion  you  pro- 
fess, and  the  eagerness  with  which  you 
endeavour  to  give  me  the  most  convincing 
proof  of  your  regard,  I  feel  some  reluctance 
m  making  you  acquainted  with  a  circum- 
stance, which,  in  all  probability,  you  will  not 
leara  without  some  disquiet.  But  the  affair 
is  become  so  interesting,  I  am  compelled  to 
tell  you,  that  however  agreeable  your  propo- 
sals mav  have  been  to  those  whom  I  thought 
it  my  duty  to  please  by  every  reasonaole 
concession,  and  howsoever  you  may  have 
been  flattered  by  the  seeming  complacency 
with  which  I  have  heard  your  addresses,  I 
now  find  it  absolutely  necessary  to  speak  in 
a  decisive  strain,  to  assure  you,  that,  without 
sacrificing  my  own  peace,  I  cannot  admit  a 
continuation  of  your  correspondence;  and 
that  your  regard  for  me  will  be  best  shown 
by  your  desisting  from  a  pursuit  which  is 
altogether  inconsistent  with  the  happiness  of 

**  AuB£LiA  Darnel." 

Having  pronounced  aloud  the  words  that 
composed  this  dismission,  he  hastily  replaced 
the  cruel  scroll,  and,  being  too  well  ac- 

Suainted  with  the  hand  to  Imrbour  the  least 
oubt  of  its  being  genuine,  threw  himself 
into  his  bed  in  a  transport  of  despair,  mingled 
with  resentment ;  during  the  predominancy 
of  which  he  determined  to  proceed  in  the 
career  of  adventure,  and  endeavour  to  forget 
the  unkindness  of  his  mistress  amidst  the 
avocations  of  knight-errantry. 

Such  was  the  resolution  that  governed  his 
thoughts,  when  he  rose  in  the  morning, 
ordered  Crabshaw  to  saddle  Bronzomarte, 
and  demanded  a  bill  of  his  expense.  Before 
these  orders  could  be  executed,  the  good 
woman  of  the  house,  entering  his  apartment, 
told  him,  with  marks  of  concern,  that  the 
poor  young  lady,  Miss  Meadows,  had  drop, 
ped  her  pocket-book  in  the  next  chamber, 
where  it  was  found  by  the  hostess,  who  now 
presented  it  unopened. 

Our  knight  having  called  in  Mrs  Oakley 
and  her  son  as  witnesses,  unfolded  the  book 
without  reading  one  syllable  of  the  contents, 
and  found  in  it  five  bank-notelr,  amounting 


to  two  hundred  and  thirty  pounds.  Perceiv- 
ing at  once  that  the  loss  of  this  treasure 
might  be  attended  with  the  most  embarrass- 
ing consequences  to  the  owner,  and  reflect- 
ing that  this  was  a  case  which  demanded 
the  immediate  interposition  and  assistance 
of  chivalry,  he  declared  that  he  himself 
would  convey  it  safely  into  the  hands  of 
Miss  Meadows;  and  desired  to  know  the 
road  she  had  pursued,  that  he  might  set  out 
in  quest  of  her  without  a  moment's  delay. 
It  was  not  without  some  difficulty  that  this 
information  was  obtained  from  the  post-boy, 
who  had  been  enjoined  to  secrecy  by  the 
lady,  and  even  gratified  with  a  DBXiOBovae 
reward  for  his  promised  discretion.  The 
same  method  was  used  to  make  him  disgorge 
his  trust ;  he  undertook  to  conduct  Sir  Laun- 
celot,  who  hired  a  post»chaise  for  dispatch^ 
and  immediately  departed,  after  having  di- 
rected his  squire  to  follow  his  track  with 
the  horses. 

Yet,  whatever  haste  he  made,  it  is  abso- 
lutely necessary,  for  the  reader's  satis&ction, 
that  we  should  outstrip  the  chaise,  and  visit 
the  ladies  before  his  -arrival.  We  shall, 
therefore,  without  circumlocution,  premise, 
that  Miss  Meadows  was  no  other  than  that 
paragon  of  beauty  and  goodness,  the  all- 
accomplished  Miss  Aurelia  Darnel.  She  had, 
with  tnat  meekness  of  resignation  peculiar 
to  herself,  for  some  years  submitted  to  every 
species  of  oppression  which  her  uncle's 
tyranny  of  disposition  could  plan,  and  his 
unlimited  power  of  guardianship  execute,  till 
at  length  it  rose  to  such  a  pitch  of  despotism 
as  she  could  not  endure.  He  had  projected 
a  match  between  his  niece  and  one  Philip 
Sycamore,  Esq.  a  young  man  who  possessed 
a  pretty  considerable  estate  in  the  north 
country,  who  liked  Aurelia's  person,  but  was 
enamoured  of  her  fortune,  and  had  oflTered 
to  purchase  Anthony's  interest  and  alliance 
with  certain  concessions,  which  could  not 
but  be  agreeable  to  a  man  of  loose  principles, 
who  would  have  found  it  a  difficult  task  to 
settle  the  accounts  of  his  wardship. 

According  to  the  present  estimate  of  mat- 
rimonial felicity.  Sycamore  might  have  foimd 
admittance  as  a  future  son-in-law  to  any  pri- 
vate family  of  the  kingdom.  He  was  by  birth 
a  gentleman,  tall,  straight,  and  muscular, 
with  a  fair,  sleek,  unmeaning  face,  that, pro- 
mised more  simplicity  than  ill-nature.  His 
education  had  not  been  neglected,  and  he  in- 
herited an  estate  of  five  thousand  a-year.  Miss 
Darnel,  however,  had  penetration  enough  to 
discover  and  despise  him,  as  a  strange  com- 
position  of  rapacity  and  profusion,  absurdity 
and  good  sense,  bashfulness  and  impudence, 
self-conceit  and  diffidence,  awkwardness  and 
ostentation,  insolence  and  good-nature,  rash- 
ness and  timidity.  He  was  continually  sur- 
rounded and  preyed  upon  by  certain  vermin, 
called  led  captains  and  bufibons,  who  showed 
him  in  leading-strings,  like  a  sucking  giant, 
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rifled  hie  pockeU  without  ceremony,  ridiculed 
him  to  his  face,  traduced  his  character,  and 
exposed  him  in  a  thousand  ludicrous  attitudes 
for  the  diversion  of  the  public :  while  at  the 
same  time  he  knew  Uieir  knavery,  saw  their 
drift,  detested  jheir  morals,  and  despised 
their  understandiri^.  He  was  so  infatuated 
by  indolence  of  thought,  and  communication 
with  folly,  that  he  would  have  rather  suf- 
fered himself  to  be  led  into  a  ditch  with 
company,  than  be  at  the  pains  of  going  over 
a  bridge  alone ;  and  involved  himself  in  a 
thousand  difficiilties,  the  natural  conseouen- 
ces  of  an  error  in  the  first  concoction,  wnich, 
though  he  plainly  saw  it,  he  had  not  resolu- 
tion enough  to  avoid. 

Such  was  the  character  of  Squire  Syca- 
more, who  professed  himself  the  rival  of  Sir 
Launcelot  Greaves  in  the  good  graces  of 
Miss  Aurelia  Darnel.  He  had  in  this  pursuit 
persevered  with  more  constancy  and  forti- 
tude than  he  ever  exerted  in  any  other  in- 
stance. Being  generally  needy  from  extra- 
vagance, he  was  stimulated  by  his  wants, 
and  animated  by  his  vanity,  which  was  art- 
fully instigated  by  his  followers,  who  hoped 
to  share  the  spoils  of  his  success.  These 
motives  were  reinforced  by  the  incessant 
and  eager  exhortations  of  Anthony  Darnel, 
who,  seeinsf  his  ward  in  the  last  year  of  her 
minority,  thought  there  was  no  time  to  be 
lost  in  securing  his  own  indemnification, 
and  snatching  his  niece  for  ever  from  the 
hopes  of  Sir  Launcelot,  whom  he  now  hated 
with  redoubled  animosity.  Finding  Aurelia 
deaf  to  all  his  remonstrances,  proof  against 
ill  usage,  and  resolutely  averse  to  the  pro- 
posed union  with  Sycamore,  he  endeavoured 
to  detach  her  thoughts  from  Sir  Launcelot, 
by  forging  tales  to  the  prejudice  of  his  con- 
stancy and  moral  character,  and,  finally,  by 
recapitulating  the  proofs  and  instances  of 
his  distraction,  which  he  particularized  with, 
the  roost  malicious  exaggerations. 

In  spite  of  all  his  arts,  he  found  it  imprac- 
ticable to  surmount  her  objections  to  the 
purposed  alliance,  and  therefore  changed 
his  battery.  Instead  of  transferring  her  to 
the  arms  of  his  friend,  he  resolved  to  detain 
her  in  his  own  power  by  a  legal  claim,  which 
would  invest  him  with  the  imcontroUed  man- 
agement  of  her  afiairs.  This  was  a  charge 
of  l«nacy,  in  consequence  of  which  he  hoped 
to  obtain  a  commission,  to  secure  a  jur^  to 
hie  wish,  and  be  appointed  sole  committee 
of  her  person,  as  well  as  steward  on  her  es- 
tate, of^  which  he  would  then  be  heir  appa- 
rent. 

As  tlie  first  steps  towards  the  execution 
of  this  honest  scheme,  he  had  subjected  Au- 
relia to  the  superintendency  and  direction  of 
an  old  duenna,  who  had  been  formerly  the 
procuress  of  his  pleasures ;  and  hired  a  new 
set  of  servants,  who  wef||  given  to  under- 
stand, at  their  first  admission,  that  the  young 
lady  was  disordered  injier  brain. 


An  impression  of  this  nature  is  eaeily  pre- 
eerved  amon^  servants,  when  the  master  of 
the  family  thmks  his  interest  is  concerned 
in  supporting  the  imposture.  The  melan* 
chol^  produced  from  her  confinement,  and 
the  vivacity  of  her  resentment  under  ill-usase, 
were,  by  the  address  of  Anthony,  and  we 
prepossession  of  his  domestics,  perverted 
into  the  efl!ects  of  insanity ;  and  the  same 
interpretation  was  strained  upon  her  most 
indifferent  words  and  actions. 

The  tiding  of  Miss  DamePs  disorder 
were  carefully  circulated  in  whispers,  and 
soon  reached  the  ears  of  Mr  Sycamore,  who 
was  not  at  all  pleased  with  the  information. 
From  the  knowledge  of  Anthony's  disposi- 
tion, he  suspected  the  truth  of  the  report ; 
and,  unwilling  to  see  such  a  prize  ravished 
from  his  grasp,  he,  with  the  advice  and  as- 
sistance of  his  myrmidons,  resolved  to  set 
the  captive  at  liberty,  in  full  hope  of  turning 
the  adventure  to  his  own  advantage ;  for  he 
airgued  in  this  manner: — «*If  she  is  in  fact 
compos  mentis,  her  gratitude  will  operate  in 
my  behalf,  and  even  prudence  will  advise  her 
to  embrace  the  proffered  asylum  from  the 
villainy  of  her  uncle.  If  she  is  really  dis- 
ordered, it  will  be  no  great  difficulty  to  de- 
ceive her  into  marriage,  and  then  I  become 
her  trustee  of  course." 

The  plan  was  well  conceived,  but  Syca- 
more had  not  discretion  enough  to  keep  his 
own  counsel.  From  weakness  and  vanity, 
he  blabbed  the  design,  which,  in  a  little  time, 
was  communicated  to  Anthony  Darnel,  and 
he  took  his  precautions  accordingly.  Being 
infirm  in  his  own  person,  and  consequently 
unfit  for  opposing  the  violence  of  some  des- 
peradoes, whom  he  knew  to  be  the  satellites 
of  Sycamore,  he  prepared  a  private  retreat 
for  his  ward  at  the  house  of  an  old  gentle- 
man, the  companion  of  his  youth,  whom  he 
had  imposed  upon  with  the  fiction  of  her 
being  disordered  in  her  understanding,  and 
amused  with  a  story  of  a  dangerous  design 
upon  her  person.  Thus  cautioned  and  in- 
structed, the  gentleman  had  gone  with  his 
own  coach  and  servants  to  receive  Aurelia 
and  her  govemante  at  a  third  house,  to 
which  she  had  been  privately  removed  from 
her  uncle's  habitation ;  and  in  this  journey 
it  was  that  she  had  been  so  accidentally  pro* 
tectod  from  the  violence  of  the  robbers  by 
the  interposition  and  prowess  of  our  adven- 
turer. 

As  he  did  not  wear  his  helmet  in  that  ex- 
ploit, she  recognized  his  features  as  he  pass- 
ed the  coach,  and,  struck  with  the  appari- 
tion, shrieked  aloud.  She  had  been  assu- 
red by  her  guardian  that  bis  design  was  to 
convey  her  to  her  own  house  ;  but  perceiv- 
ing in  the  sequel  that  the  carriage  struck  off 
upon  a  different  road,  and  finding  herself 
in  the  hands  of  strangers,  she  began  to  dread 
a  much  more  disaffreeable  fate,  and  con- 
ceived doubts  and  ideas  that  filled  her  ten- 
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der  heart  with  horror  and  affliction.  When 
she  expostulated  with  the  duenna,  she  was 
treated  like  a  changeling,  admonished  to  be 
quiet,  and  reminded  that  she  was  under  the 
direction  of  those  who  would  manage  her 
with  a  tender  regard  to  her  own  welfare, 
and  the  honour  of  her  family.  When  she 
addressed  herself  to  the  old  gentleman,  who 
was  not  much  subject  to  the  emotions  of 
humanity,  and  besides  firmly  pereuaded  that 
she  was  deprived  of  her  reason,  he  made  no 
answer,  but  laid  his  finger  oa  his  mouth,  by 
way  of  enjoining  silence. 

This  mysterious  behaviour  aggravated  the 
fears  of  the  poor  hapless  young  lady ;  and 
her  terrors  waxed  so  strong,  that  when  she 
saw  Tom  Clarke,  whose  face  she  knew,  she 
called  aloud  for  assistance,  and  even  pro- 
nounced the  name  of  his  patron.  Sir  Laun- 
celot  Greaves,  which  she  imagined  mi^ht 
stimulate  him  the  more  to  attempt  something 
for  her  deliverance. 

The  reader  has  already  been  informed  in 
what  manner  the  endeavours  of  Tom  and  his 
uncle  miscarried.  Miss  Darnel's  new  keep- 
er having,  in  the  course  of  his  journey,  halt- 
ed for  refreshment  at  the  Black  Lion,  of 
which,  being  landlord,  he  believed  the  good 
woman  and  her  family  were  entirely  devoted 
to  his  will  and  pleasure :  Aurelia  found  an 
opportunity  of  speaking  in  private  to  Dolly, 
who  had  a  very  prepossessing  appearance. 
She  conveyed  a  purse  of  money  into  the 
hands  of  this  young  woman,  telling  her, 
while  the  tears  trickled  down  her  cheeks, 
that  she  was  a  young  ladv  of  fortune,  in  dan- 

f;r,  as  she  apprehended,  of  assassination, 
his  hint,  which  she  communicated  in  a 
whisper,  while  the  governante  stood  at  the 
other  end  of  the  room,  was  sufficient  to  in- 
terest the  compassionate  Dolly  in  her  be- 
half '  As  soon  as  the  coach  departed,  she 
made  her  mother  acquainted  with  the  trans- 
action ;  and  as  they  naturally  concluded  that 
the  youn^  lady  expected  their  assistance, 
they  resolved  to  approve  themselves  worthy 
of  her  confidence. 

Dolly  having  enlisted  in  their  design  a 
trusty  countryman,  one  of  her  own  proressed 
admirers,  they  set  out  together  for  the  house 
of  the  gentleman  in  which  the  fair  prisoner 
was  confined,  and  waited  for  her  in  secret  at 
the  end  of  a  pleasant  park,  in  which  they 
naturally  concluded  she  might  be  indulged 
with  the  privilege  of  taking  the  air.  The 
event  justified  their  conception ;  on  the  very 
first  day  of  their  watch  they  saw  her  ap. 
proach,  accompanied  by  her  duenna.  Dolly 
and  her  attendant  immediately  tied  their 
horses  to  a  stake,  and  retired  into  a  thicket, 
which  Aurelia  did  not  fail  to  enter.  Dolly 
forthwith  ap)>eared,  and,  taking  her  by  the 
hand,  led  her  to  the  horses,  one  of  which 
she  mounted  in  the  utmost  hurry  and  trepi- 
dation, while  the  countryman  bound  the 
duenna  with  a  cord  prepared  for  the  purpose, 
5  B* 


gagged  her  mouth,  and  tied  her  to  a  tree, 
where  he  left  her  to  her  own  meditations. 
Then  he  mounted  before  Dolly,  and  through 
unfrequented  paths  conducted  his  charge  to 
an  inn  on  the  post-road,  where  a  chaise  was 
ready  for  their  reception. 

As  he  refused  to  proceed  farther,  lest  his 
absence  from  his  own  home  should  create 
suspicion,  Aurelia  rewarded  him  liberally, 
but  would  not  part  with  her  faithful  DoUy, 
who  indeed  had  no  inclination  to  be  dis- 
charged ;  such  an  affection  and  attachment 
had  she  already  acquired  for  the  amiable 
fugitive,  though  she  knew  neither  her  story 
nor  her  true  name.  Aurelia  thought  proper 
to  conceal  both,  and  assumed  the  fictitious 
appellation  of  Meadows,  until  she  should  be 
better  acquainted  with  the  disposition  and 
discretion  of  her  new  attendant. 

The  first  resolution  she  could  take,  in  the 
present  flutter  of  her  spirits,  was  to  make 
the  best  of  her  way  to  London,  where  she 
thought  she  might  find  an  asylum  in  the 
house  of  a  female  relation,  married  to  an 
eminent  physician,  known  by  the  name  of 
Kawdle.  In  the  execution  of  this  hasty  re- 
solve, she  travelled  at  a  yiolent  rate,  firom 
stage  to  stage,  in  a  carriage  drawn  by  four 
horses,  without  halting  for  necessary  refresh- 
ment  or  repose,  until  she  judged  herself  out 
of  danger  of  being  overtaken.  As  she  ap- 
peared overwhelmed  with  ffrief  and  conster- 
nation, the  good-natured  Dolly  endeavoured 
to  alleviate  her  distress  with  diverting  dis- 
course, and,  amonff  other  less  interesting 
stories,  entertained  her  with  the  adventures 
of  Sir  Launcelot  and  Captain  Crowe,  which 
she  had  seen  and  heard  recited  while  they 
remained  at  the  Black  Lion:  fior  did^he 
fail  to  introduce  Mr  Thomas  Clarke  in  iier 
narrative,  with  such  a  favourable  representa- 
tion of  his  person  and  character,  as  plainly 
discovered  that  her  own  heart  had  received 
a  rude  shpck  from  the  irresistible  force  of 
his  qualifications. 

The  history  of  Sir  Launcelot  Greaves  was 
a  theme  whicn  efifectually  fixed  the  attention 
of  Aurelia,  distracted  as  her  ideas  must  have 
been  by  the  circumstances  of  her  present 
situation.  The  particulars  of  his  conduct 
since  the  correspondence  between  him  and 
her  had  ceased,  she  heard  with  equal  con- 
cern and  astonishment ;  for,  how  far  soever 
she  deemed  herself  detached  from  all  possi- 
bility of  future  connexion  with  that  young 
gentleman,  she  was  not  made  of  such  indif- 
ferent stufif  as  to  learn  without  emotion  the 
calamitous  disorder  of  an  accomplished  youth, 
whose  extraordinary  yirtues  she  could  not 
but  revere. 

As  they  had  deviated  from  the  post-road, 
taken  precautions  to  conceal  their  route, 
and  made  such  progress,  that  they  w6re  now 
within  one  day's  journey  of  London,  the 
careful  and  anedtionate  DoUy,  seeing  her 
dear  lady  quite  exhausted  with  fatigue  used 
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all  her  nataral  rhetoric,  which  was  very 
powerful,  mingled  with  tears  that  flowed 
from  the  heart,  in  persuading  Aurelia  to  en- 
joy some  repose :  and  so  far  she  succeeded 
in  the  attempt,  that  for  one  night  the  toil  of 
travelling  was  intermitted.  This  recess  from 
incredible  fatigue  was  a  pause  that  afforded 
our  adveniurer  time  to  overtake  them  before 
they  reached  the  metropohs,  that  vast  laby- 
rinth,  in  which  Aurelia  might  have  been  for 
ever  lost  to  his  inquiry. 

It  was  in  the  aflernoon  of  the  day  which 
succeeded  his  departure  from  the  White 
Hart,  that  Sir  Launcelot  arrived  at  the  inn, 
where  Miss  Aurelia  Darnel  had  bespoke  a 
dish  of  tea,  and  a  post-chaise  for  the  next 
stage.  He  had  by  inquiry  traced  her  a  con- 
siderable way,  without  ever  dreaming  who 
the  person  really  was  whom  he  thus  pursued, 
and  now  he  desired  to  speak  with  her  at- 
tendant. Dolly  was  not  a  little  surprised  to 
see  Sir  Launcelot  Greaves,  of  whose  charac- 
ter she  had  conceived  a  very  sublime  idea 
from  the  narrative  of  Mr  Thomas  Clarke ; 
but  she  was  still  more  surprised  when  he 

gave  her  to  understand  that  he  had  chared 
imself  with  the  pocket-book,  containing 
the  bank-notes  which  Miss  Meadows  had 
dropped  in  the  house  where  they  had  been 
threatened  with  insult.  Miss  Darnel  had 
not  yet  discovered  her  disaster,  when  her 
attendant,  running  into  the  apartment,  pre- 
sented the  prize  which  she  had  received 
from  our  adventurer,  with  his  compliments 
to  Miss  Meadows,  implying  a  request  to  be 
admitted  into  her  presence,  that  he  might 
make  a  personal  tender  of  his  best  services. 
It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  the  amiable 
Aurelia  heard  unmoved  such  a  message  from 
a  person  whom  her  maid  discovered  to  be 
the  identical  Sir  Launcelot  Greaves,  whose 
story  she  had  so  lately  related ;  but  as  the 
ensuing  scene  requires  fresh  attention  in  the 
reader,  we  shall  defer  it  till  another  oppor- 
tunity, when  his  spirits  shall  be  recruited 
from  the  fatigue  of  this  chapter. 


CHAPTER  XV. 

Exhibiting  an  interview,  which,  it  is  to  be 
hoped,  will  interest  the  curiosity  of  the 
reader. 

The  mind  of  the  delicate  Aurelia  was 
strangely  agitated  by  the  intelligence  which 
she  received,  with  her  pocket-book,  from 
DoUy.  Confounded  as  she  was  by  the  na- 
ture of  her  situation,  she  at  once  perceived 
•  that  sho  could  not,  with  any  regard  to  the 
dictates  of  gratitude,  refuse  complying  with 
the  request  of  Sir  Launcelot;  but,  m  the 
'first  hurry  of  her  emotion,  she  directed  Dolly 
to  beg,  in  her  name,  that  she  might  be  ex- 
cused for  wearing  a  mask*  at  the  interview 
which  he  desired,  as  sl^  had  particular  rea- 


sons, which  concerned  her  peace,  for  retain* 
ing  that  dis^ise.  Our  adventurer  submitted 
to  this  prebminary  with  a  good  grace,  as  he 
had  nothing  in  view  but  the  injunction  of  his 
order,  and  the  duties  of  humanity ;  and  he 
was  admitted  without  further  preamble. 

When  he  entered  the  room^  he  could  not 
help  being  struck  with  the  presence  of  Au- 
relia. Her  stature  was  improved  since  he 
had  seen  her ;  her  shape  was  exquisitely 
formed ;  and  she  received  him  with  an  air 
of  dignity,  whiph  impressed  him  with  a  very 
sublime  idea  of  her  person  and  character. 
She  was  no  loss  affected  at  the  sight  of  our 
adventurer,  who,  though  cased  in  armour, 
appeared  with  his  head  uncovered ;  and  the 
exercise  of  travelling  had  thrown  such  a 
glow  of  health  and  vivacity  on  his  features, 
which  were  naturally  elegant  and  expressive, 
that  we  will  venture  to  say,  there  was  not 
in  all  England  a  couple  that  excelled  this 
amiable  pair  in  personal  beauty  and  accom- 
plishments. Aurelia  shone  with  all  the 
fabled  graces  of  nymph  or  goddess ;  and  to 
Sir  Launcelot  might  be  applied  what  the 
divine  poet  Ariosto  says  of  the  prince  Zer- 
bino ; — 

Nattira  il  fece  e  poi  rnppe  la  stamps. 
**  VVhun  nature  stanipM  him,  she  the  die  de- 
stroyed. " 

Our  adventurer  having  made  his  obeisance 
to  this  supposed  Miss  Meadows,  told  her, 
with  an  air  of  pleasantry,  that  although  he 
thought  himself  highly  honoured  in  being 
admitted  to  her  presence,  and  allowed  to 
pay  his  respects  to  her,  as  superior  teinffs 
are  adored,  unseen  ;  yet  his  pleasure  would 
receive  a  very  considerable  addition,  if  she 
would  be  pleased  to  withdraw  that  invidious 
veil,  that  he  might  have  a  glimpse  of  the 
divinity  which  it  concealed.  Aurelia  imme- 
diately took  off  her  mask,  saying,  with  a 
faltering  accent, — **  I  cannot  be  so  ungrate- 
ful as  to  deny  such  a  small  favour  to  a  gen- 
tleman who  has  laid  me  under  the  most  im- 
portant obligations." 

The  unexpected  apparition  of  Miss  Aurelia 
Darnel,  beaming  with  all  the  emanations  of 
ripened  beauty,  blushing  with  all  the  graces ' 
of  the  most  lovely  confusion,  could  not  but 
produce  a  violent  effect  upon  the  mind  of 
Sir  Launcelot  Greaves.  He  was,  indeed, 
overwhelmed  with  a  mingled  transport  of 
astonishment,  admiration,  affection  and  awe. 
The  colour  vanished  from  his  cheeks,  and  he 
stood  gazing  upon  her  in  silertce,  with  the 
most  emphatic  expression  of  countenance. 

Aurelia  was  infected  by  his  disorder:  she 
began  to  tremble,  and  the  roses  fluctuated 
on  her  face. — ♦•  I  cannot  forget,"  said  she, 
"  that  I  owe  my  life  to  the  courage  and  hu- 
manity of  Sir  Launcelot  Greaves,  and  that 
he  at  the  same  time  rescued  from  the  most 
dreadful  death  a  dear  and  venerable  parent." 
«<  Would  to« heaven  she  still  survived !"  cri^ 
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our  adventurer,  with  great  emotion.  "  She 
was  the  friend  of  my  youth,  the  kind  patron- 
ess of.  my  felicity  !  my  guardian  angel  for- 
sook  me  when  she  expired !  her  last  injunc 
tions  are  deep  engraven  on  my  heart  I'' 

Whife  he  pronounced  these  words,  she  lifU 
ed  her  handkerchief  to  her  fair  eyes,  and,  after 
Bome  pause,  proceeded  in  a  tremulous  tone, 
— *'  I  hope,  sir, — I  hope  you  have — 1  should 
be  sorry — ^pardon  me,  sir,  I  cannot  reflect 
upon  such  an  interesting  subject  unmoved." 

Here  she  fetched  a  deep  sigh,  that  was 

accompanied  by  a  flood  of  tears  ;  while  the 
knight  continued  to  bend  his  eyes  upon  her 
with  the  utmost  eagerness  of  attention. 

Having  recollected  herself  a  Httle,  she  en- 
deavoured to  shift  the  conversation. — "  You 
have  been  abroad  since  I  had  the  pleasure  to 
see  you — I  hope  you  were  agreeably  amused 
in  your  travels.**  "No,  madam,"  said  our 
hero,  drooping  his  head,  "  I  have  been  un- 
fortunate." When  she,  with  the  most  en- 
chanting sweetness  of  benevolence,  expressed 
her  concern  to  hear  he  had  been  unhappy, 
and  her  hope  that  his  misfortunes  were  not 
past  remedy,  he  lifted  up  his  eyes,  and  fixing 
them  upon  her  again,  with  a  look  of  tender 
dejection, — "  Cut  off,"  said  he,  "  from  the 

rjssession  of  what  my  soul  held  most  dear, 
wished  for  death,  and  was  visited  by  dis- 
traction.  I  have  been  abandoned  by  my 
reason — ^my  youth  is  for  ever  blasted." 

The  tender  heart  of  Aurelia  could  bear  no 
more — her  knees  began  to  totter,  the  lustre 
vanished  from  her  eyes,  and  she  fainted  in 
the  arms  of  her  attendant.  Sir  Launcelot, 
aroused  by  this  circumstance,  assisted  Dolly 
in  seating  her  mistress  on  a  couch,  where 
she  soon  recovered,  and  saw  the  knight  on 
his  knees  before  her — "  T  am  still  happy," 
said  he,  "  in  being  able  to  move  your  com- 
passion,  tjiough  I  have  been  held  unworthy 
of  your  esteem."  **Do  me  justice,"  she 
replied ;  "  my  best  esteem  has  always  been 
inseparably  connected  with  the  character  of 
Sir  Launcelot  Greaves."  '*  Is  it  possible  1" 
cried  our  hero,  "  then  surely  I  have  no  reason 
to  complain.  If  I  have  moved  your  com- 
passion, and  possess  your  esteem,  I  am  but 
one  degree  short  of  supreme  happiness — 
that,  however,  is  a  gigantic  step.  O  Miss 
Darnel !  when  I  remember  that  dear,  thai 
melancholy  moment."  So  saying,  he  gently 
touched  her  hand,  in  order  to  press  it  to  his 
lips,  and  perceived  on  her  finger  the  very 
individual  ring  which  he  had  presented  in 
her  mother  s  presence,  as  an  interchanged 
testimony  of  plighted  faith.  Starting  at  the 
well-known  object,  the  sight  of  which  con- 
jured up  a  strange  connision  of  ideas, — 
»*  This,"  said  he,  **  was  once  the  pledge  of 
something  still  more  cordial  than  esteem." 
Aurelia,  blushinf^  at  this  remark,  while  her 
eyes  lightened  with  unusual  vivacity,  replied 
in  a  severer  tone, — "  Sir,  you  best  know 
how  it  lost  its  original  significAtion."    **  By 


heaven !  I  do  not,  madam,"  exclaimed  our 
adventurer ;  "  with  me  it  was  ever  held  a  sa- 
cred idea  throned  within  my  heart,  cherished 
with  such  fervency  of  regard,  with  such  rev- 
erence of  affection,  as  the  devout  anchorite 
more  unreasonably  pays  to  those  sainted  re- 
liques  that  constitute  the  object  of  his  adora- 
tion." **  And  like  those  rcliques,?  answered 
Miss  Darnel,  **  I  have  been  insensible  of  my 
votary's  devotion.  A  saint  I  must  have  been, 
or  something  more,  to  know  the  sentiments 
of  your  heart  by  inspiration."  "  Did  I  for- 
bear," said  he,  *'  to  express,  to  repeat,  to 
enforce,  the  dictates  of  the  purest  passion 
that  ever  warmed  the  human  breast,  until  I 
was  denied  access,  and  formally  discarded 
by  that  cniel  dismission."  "  I  must  beg  your 
pardon,  sir,"  cried  Aurelia,  interrupting  him 
hastily,  "  I  know  not  what  you  mean." 
"  That  fatal  sentence,"  said  he,  **if  not  pro- 
nounced by  your  own  lips,  at  least  written 
by  your  own  fair  hand,  which  drove  me  out 
an  exile  for  ever  from  the  paradise  of  your 
affection."  "  I  would  not,"  she  replied,  *'  do 
Sir  Launcelot  Greaves  the  injury  to  suppose 
him  capable  of  imposition  ;  but  you  talk  of 
things  to  which  I  am  an  utter  stranger.  I 
have  a  right,  sir,  to  demand  of  your  honour, 
that  you  will  not  impute  to  me  the  breaking 
off  a  connection,  which — I  would — rather 
wish — ^had  never — **  "  Heaven  and  earth  ! 
what  do  I  hear?"  cried  our  impassioned 
knight,  "  have  I  not  the  baleful  letter  to  pro- 
duce ?  What  else  but  Miss  Darnel's  ex- 
plicit and  express  declaration  could  have 
destroyed  the  sweetest  hope  that  ever  cheered 
my  soul,  could  have  obliged  me  to  resign  all 
claim  to  that  felicity  for  which  alone  I  wished 
to  live  ;  could  have  filled  my  bosom  with  un- 
utterable sorrow  and  despair;  could  have 
even  divested  me  of  reason,  and  driven  me 
from  the  society  of  men,  a  poor,  forlorn, 
wandering  lunatic,  such  as  you  see  me  now 
prostrate  at  your  feet ;  all  the  blossoms  of 
my  youth  withered,  all  the  honours  of  my 
family  decayed  ?" 

Aurelia  looking  wistfully  at  her  lover,-^ 
"  Sir,"  said  she,  "  you  overwhelm  me  with 
amazement  and  anxiety!  you  are  imposed 
upon,  if  you  have  received  any  such  letter : 
you  are  deceived,  if  you  thought  Aurelia 
Darnel  could  be  so  insensible,  ungrateful, 
and — inconstant." 

This  last  word  she  pronounced  with  some 
hesitation,  and  a  downcast  look,  while  her 
face  underwent  a  total  suffusion,  and  the 
knight's  heart  began  to  palpitate  with  all  the 
violence  of  emotion.  He  ea^rly  imprinted 
a  kiss  upon  her  hand,  exclaiming,  in  an  in- 
terrupted phrase, — **  Can   it   be    possible  ! 

Heaven  grant — Sure  this  is  no  illusion  ! 

O  Madam  ! — shall  I  call  you  my  Aurelia? 
My  heart  is  bursting  with  a  thousand  fond 
thoughts  and  presages.  You  shall  see  that 
dire  paper  which  hath  been  the  source  of 
all  my  woes — ^it  is  the  constant  companion 
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of  my  travels — ^last  night  I  nourished  my 
chagrin  with  the  perusal  of  its  horrid 
contents." 

Aurelia  expressed  great  impatience  to 
view  the  cruel  forgery,  for  such  she  assured 
him  it  must  be  ;  out  he  could  not  gratify 
her  desire,  till  the  arriviLl  of  his  servant  with 
the  portmanteau.  In  the  mean  time,  tea 
was  called.  The  lovers  were  seated :  he 
looked  and  languished ;  she  flushed  and  fal- 
tered :  all  was  doubt  and  delirium,  fondness 
and  flutter.  Their  mutual  disorder  communi- 
cated  itself  to  the  kind-hearted,  sympathizing 
Dolly,  who  had  been  witness  to  the  interview, 
and  deeply  aflbcted  with  the  disclosure  of  the 
scene.  Unspeakable  was  her  surprise,  when 
she  found  her  mistress,  Miss  Meadows,  was 
no  other  than  the  celebrated  Aurelia  Darnel, 
whose  eulogium  she  had  heard  so  eloquently 
pronounced  by  her  sweetheart,  Mr  Thomas 
Clarke ;  a  discovery  which  still  more  endeared 
her  lady  to  her  affection.  She  had  wept  plen- 
tiiully  at  the  progress  of  their  mutual  explana- 
tion, and  was  now  so  disconcerted,  that  she 
scarce  knew  the  meaning  of  the  orders  she 
had  received :  she  set  thelcettle  on  the  table, 
and  placed  the  tea-board  on  the  fire.  Her 
confusion,  by  attracting  the  notice  of  her 
mistress,  helped  to  relieve  her  from  her  own 
embarrassing  situation.  She  with  her  own 
delicate  hands  rectified  the  mistake  of  Dolly, 
who  still  continued  to  sob,  and  said, — "Yaw 
may  think,  my  Leady  Darnel,  as  haw  I'aive 
yeaten  hool-cheese  ;  but  it  y'ant  soa.  Pse 
think,  vor  mai  peart,  as  haw  I'aive  bean  be- 
witched." 

Sir  Launcelot  could  not  help  smiling  at 
the  simplicity  of  DoUy,  whose  goodness  of 
heart  and  attachment  Aurelia  did  not  fail  to 
extol,  as  soon  as  her  back  was  turned.  It 
was  in  consequence  of  this  commendation, 
that,  the  next  time  sh^  entered  the  room, 
our  adventurer,  for  the  first  time,  considered 
her  face,  and  seemed  to  be  struck  with  her 
features.  He  asked  her  some  questions, 
which  she  could  not  answer  to  his  satisfaction, 
applauded  her  regard  for  her  lady,  and  assured 
her  of  his  friendship  and  protection.  He 
now  begged  to  know  the  cause  that  obliged 
his  Aurelia  to  travel  at  such  a  rate,  and  in 
such  an  equipage ;  and  she  informed  him  of 
those  particulars  which  we  have  already 
communicated  to  the  reader. 

Sir  Launcelot  glowed  with  resentment, 
when  he  understood  how  his  dear  Aurelia 
had  been  oppressed  by  her  perfidious  and 
cruel  guardian.  He  bit  his  nether-lip,  rolled 
his  eyes  around,  started  from  his  seat,  and 
striding  across  the  room, — **  I  remember," 
said  he,  "  the  dying  words  of  her  who  is  now 

a  sainf  in  heaven *  That  violent  man,  my 

brother-in-law,  who  is  Aurelia's  sole  guar- 
dian, will  thwart  her  wishes  with  eveiy  ob- 
stacle that  brutal  resentment  and  implacable 
malice  can  contrive.'  What  followed,  it 
would  ill  become  me  to  repeat:  but  she 


concluded  with  these  words, — *The  rest 
we  must  leave  to  the  dispensations  of  Provi- 
dence.' Was  it  not  Providence  thi^t  sent 
me  hither,  to  guard  and  protect  the  injured 
Aurelia?"  Then  turning  to  Miss  Darnel, 
whose  eyes  streamed  with  tears,  he  added, — 
"  Yes,  divine  creature !  Heaven,  careful  of 
your  safety,  and  in  compassion  to  my  sufier- 
mgs,  hath  guided  me  hither,  in  this  mysteri- 
ous manner,  that  I  might  defend  you  from 
violence,  and  enjoy  this  transition  from  mad- 
ness to  deliberation,  from  despair  to  fe- 
licity." 

So  saying,  he  approached  this  amiable 
mourner,  this  fragrant  flower  of  beauty,  glit- 
tering with  the  dew-drops  of  the  morning.; 
this  sweet  and  gentlest,  loveliest  ornament 
of  human  nature  :  he  gazed  upon  her  with 
looks  of  love  ineffable;  he  sat  down  by  her; 
he  pressed  her  soft  hand  in  his ;  he  began  to 
fear  that  all  he  saw  was  the  flattering  vision 
of  a  distempered  brain ;  he  looked  and  sighed, 
and,  turning  up  his  eyes  to  heaven,' breathed, 
in  broken  murmurs,  the  chaste  raptures  of 
his  soul.  The  tenderness  of  this  communi- 
pation  was  too  painful  to  be  long  endured. 
Aurelia  industriously  interposed  other  sub- 
jects of  discourse,  tliat  his  attention  might 
not  be  dangerously  overcharged,  and  the 
afternoon  passed  insensibly  away. 

Though  he  had  determined,  in  his  own 
mind,  never  more  to  quit  this  idol  of  his  soul, 
they  had  not  yet  concerted  any  plan  of  con- 
duct, when  their  happiness  was  all  at  once 
interrupted  by  a  repetition  of  cries,  denoting 
horror ;  and  a  servant  coming  in,  said  he  be- 
lieved some  rogues  were  murdering  a  tra- 
veller on  the  highway.  The  supposition  of 
such  distress  operated  like  gunpowder  on 
the  disposition  of  our  adventurer,  who,  with- 
out  considering  the  situation  of  Aurelia,  and 
indeed  without  seeing,  or  bein^  capable  to 
think  on  her,  or  any  other  subject,  for  the 
time  being,  ran  directly  to  the  stable,  and 
mounting  the  first  horse  that  he  found  sad- 
dled, issued  out  in  the  twilight,  having  no 
other  weapon  but  his  sword.  He  rode  full 
speed  to  tne  spot  whence  the  cries  seemed 
to  proceed ;  but  they  sounded  more  remote 
as  he  advanced.  Nevertheless,  he  followed 
them  to  a  considerable  distance  from  the 
road,  over  fields,  ditches,  and  hedges ;  and 
at  last  came  so  near,  that  he  could  plainly 
distincmish  the  voice  of  his  own  squire, 
Timotny  Crabshaw,  bellowing  for  mercy  with 
great  vociferation.  Stimulated  by  this  re- 
cognition, he  redoubled  his  ctfreer  in  the 
dark,  till  at  length  his  horse  plun£;ed  iiito  a 
hole,  the  nature  of  which  he  could  not  com- 
prehend; but  he  found  it  impracticable  to 
disongace  him.  It  was  with  some  difficulty 
that  he  nimself  clambered  over  a  ruined  wall, 
and  regained  the  open  ground.  Here  he 
groped  about,  in  the  utmost  impatience  of 
anxiety,  ignorant  of  the  place,  mad  with 
vexation  for  the  fate   of  his  unfortunate 
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squire,  and  between  whiles  invaded  with  d 
pang  of  concern  for  Aurelia,  left  amongst 
strangers,  unguarded,  and  alarmed.  In  the 
midst  of  this  emotion,  be  bethought  himself 
of  hallooing  aloud,  that,  in  case  he  should 
be  in  the  neighbourhood  of  any  inhabited 
place,  he  might  be  heard  and  assisted.  He 
accordingly  practised  this  expedient,  which 
was  not  altogether  without  effect;  for  he 
was  immediately  answered  by  an  old  friend, 
no  other  than  his  own  steed  Bronzomarte, 
who,  hearing  his  roaster's  voice,  neighed 
strenuously  at  a  small  distance.  The  knight, 
being  well  acquainted  with  the  sound,  heard 
it  with  astonishment,  and,  advancing  in  the 
right  direction,  found  his  noble  charger  fast- 
ened to  •  a  tree.  He  forthwith  untied  and 
mounted  him ;  then,  laying  the  reins  upon 
his  neck,  allowed  him  to  choose  his  own  path, 
m  which  he  began  to  travel  with  equal  stea- 
diness and  expedition.  They  had  not  pro- 
ceeded far  when  the  knight's  ears  were 
again  saluted  by  the  cries  of  Crabshaw; 
which  Bronzomarte  no  sooner  heart],  than 
he  pricked  up  his  ears,  neighed,  and  quick- 
ened his  pace,  as  if  he  had  been  sensible  of 
•the  squire's  distress,  and  hastened  to  his 
relief.  Sir  Launcelot,  notwithstanding  his 
own  disquiet,  could  not  help  observing  and 
admiring  this  generous  sensibility  of  his 
horse :  he  began  to  think  himself  some  hero 
of  romance,  mounted  upon  a  winged  steed, 
inspired  with  reason,  directed  by  some  hu- 
mane enchanter,  who  pitied  virtue  in  distress. 
All  circumstances  considered,  it  is  no  wonder 
that  the  commotion  in  the  mind  of  our  ad- 
venturer produced  some  such  delirium.  All 
ni^ht  he  continued  the  chase;  the  voice, 
which  was  repeated  at  intervals,  still  retreat- 
ing before  him,  till  the  morning  began  to  ap- 
pear  in  the  east,  when,  by  divers  piteous 
groans,  he  was  directed  to  the  corner  of  a 
wood^  where  he  beheld  his  miserable  squire 
stretched  upon  the  grass,  and  Gilbert  feeding 
by  him  altogether  unconcerned,  the  helmet 
and  the  lance  suspended  at  the  saddle-bow, 
and  the  portmanteau  safely  fixed  upon  the 
crupper. 

The  knight  riding  up  to  Crabshaw,  with 
equal  surprise  and  concern,  asked  what  had 
brought  him  there]  and  Timothy,  after  some 
pause,  durinff  which  he  surveyed  his  master 
with  a  rueful  aspect,  answered,  "  the  devil." 
<*  One  would  imagine,  indeed,  you  had  some 
such  conveyance,"  said  Sir  Launcelot.  *'  I 
have  followed  your  cries  since  last  evening, 
I  know  not  how,  nor  whither,  and  never 
could  come  up  with  you  till  this  moment. 
But,  say,  what  damage  have  you  sustained, 
that  you  lie  in  that  wretched  posture,  and 
groan  so  dismally  1"  "  I  can't  guess,"  re- 
plied the  squire,  •*  if  it  bean't  that  mai  hoole 
carcass  is  drilled  into  oilet  holes^and  my 
flesh  pinched  into  a  jelly."  "  How  !  where- 
fore!" cried  the  knight— "who  were  the 
miscreants  that  treated  you  in  such  a  barba- 


rous manner  1  Do  you  know  the  ruffians  I** 
**  I  know  nothing  at  all,"  answered  the  peev- 
ish squire,  "but  that  I  was  tormented  by 
vive  hundred  and  vifly  thousand  legions  of 
devils,  and  there's  an  end  oon't."  "Well, 
you  must  have  a  little  patience,  Crabshaw —  • 
there's  a  salve  for  every  sore."  "  Yaw 
mought  as  well  tell  Aia,  for  every  zow  there's 
a  zir  reverence."  "  For  .a  man  in  your  con- 
dition, methinks  you  talk  very  much  at  your 
ease — Try  if  you  can  get  up  and  mount  Gil- 
bert, that  you  may  be  conveyed  to  some  place 
where  yoi;  can  have  proper  assistance, — so 
— well  done^heerly !" 

Timothy  actually  made  an  effort  to  rise, 
but  fell  down  agam,  and  uttered  a  dismal 
yell.  Then  his  master  exhorted  him  to  take  > 
advantage  of  a  park  wall,  by  which  he  lay« 
and  raise  himself  gradually  upon  it.  Crab- 
shaw,  eyeing  him  askance,  said,  by  way  of 
reproach,  for  his  not  alighting  and  assisting 
him  in  person.  "Thatch  your  house  with 
t — ,  and  you'll  have  more  teachers  than 
reachers."  Having  pronounced  this  inele- 
gant adage,  he  made  a  shift  to  stand  upon 
his  legs;  and  now,  the  knight  lending  a 
hand,  was  mounted  upon  Gilbert,  though  not 
without  a  world  of  ohs  !  and  ahs  !  and  other 
ejaculations  of  pain  and  impatience. 

As  they  jogged  on  together,  our  adventurer 
endeavoured  to  learn  the  particulars  of  the 
disaster  which  had  befallen  the  squire ;  but 
all  the  information  he  could  obtain,  amounted 
to  a.  very  imperfect  sketch  of  the  adventure. 
By  dint  of  a  thousand  interrogations,  he  un- 
derstood that  Crabshaw  had  been,  in  the 
preceding  evening,  encountered  by  three 
persons  on  horseback,  with  Venetian  masks 
on  their  faces,  which  he  mistook  for  their 
natural  features,  and  was  terrified  accord- 
ingly ;  that  they  not  only  presented  pistols 
to  his  breast,  and  led  his  horse  out  of  the  . 
highway ;  but  pricked  him  with  goads,  and 
pinched  him,  from  time  to  time,  till  he 
screamed  with  the  torture :  that  he  was  led 
through  unfrequented  places  across  the  coun- 
try* sometimes  at  an  easy  trot,  sometimes  at 
full  gallop,  and  tormented  all  night  by  these 
hideous  demons,  who  vanished  at  day-break, 
and  left  him  lying  on  the  spot  wfiere  he  was 
found  by  his  master. 

This  was  a  mystery  which  our  hero  could 
by  no  means  unriddle :  it  was  the  more  un- 
accountable,  as  the  squire  had  not  been  rob- 
bed of  his  money,  horses,  and  baggage.  He 
was  even  disposed  to  believe,  that  Crabshaw's 
brain  was  disordered,  and  the  whole  account 
he  liad  given  no  more  than  a  chimera.  This 
opinion,  hqwever,  he  could  no  longer  retain, 
when  he  arrived  at  an  inn  on  the  post-road, 
and  found,  upon  examination,  that  Timothy's 
lower  extremities  were  covered  with  blood, 
and  all  the  rest  of  his  body  speckled  with 
livid  marks  of  contusion.  But  he  was  still 
more  chagrined  when  the  landlord  told  him, 
that  he  was  thirty  miles  distant  from  the 
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Elace  where  he  had  left  Aurelia,  and  that 
ia  way  lay  through  cross-rcmdB,  which  were 
almost  impassable  at  that  season  of  the  year. 
Alarmed  at  this  intelligence,  he  gave  direc- 
tions that  his  squire  should  be  immediately 
conveyed  to  bed  in  a  comfortable  chamber, 
as  he  complained  more  and  more ;  and  in- 
deed was  seized  with  a  fever,  occasioned  by 
the  &tigue,  the  pain,  and  terror  he  had  un- 
dergone. A  neighbouring  apothecary  being 
called,  and  giving  it  as  his  opinion,  that  he 
could  not  for  some  days  be  in  a  condition  to 
travel,  his  master  deposited  a  sum  of  money 
in  his  hands,  desiring  he  might  5e  properly 
attended  till  he  should  hear  further:  then 
mounting  Bronzomarte,  he  set  out  with  a 
guide  for  the  place  he  had  left,  not  without 
a  thousand  fears  and  perplexities,  arising 
fVom  the  reflection  of  having  left  the  jewel 
of  his  heart  with  such  precipitation. 


CHAPTER  XVI. 

Which^  it  U  hopedt  the  reader  will  find  an 
agreeable  medley  of  mirth  and  madness, 
sense  and  absurdity. 

It  was  not  without  reason  that  our  adven- 
turer afflicted  himself;  his  fears  were  but  too 
prophetic.  When  he  alighted  at  the  inn, 
which  he  had  left  so  abruptly  the  preceding 
evening,  he  ran  directly  to  the  apartment 
where  he  had  been  so  happy  in  Aurelia's 
company ;  but  her  he  saw  not — all  was  soli- 
tary. Turning  to  the  woman  of  the  house, 
who  had  followed  him  into  the  room,  '<  Where 
is  the  lady  V^  cried  he,  in  a  tone  of  impa- 
tience. Mine  hostess,  screwing  up  her  fea- 
tures into  a  very  demure  aspect,  said  she 
saw  so  many  ladies,  she  could  not  pretend 
to  know  who  he  meant.  '<  I  tell  thee,  wo- 
man," exclaimed  the  knight,  in  a  louder  ac- 
cent, "thou  never  sawest  such  another — ^I 
mean  that  miracle  of  beauty — "  "  Very  like," 
replied  the  dame,  as  she  retired  to  the  room 
door.  "  Husband,  here's  one  as  axes  con- 
cerning a  miracle  of  beauty ;  hi,  hi,  hi.  Can 
you  give  him  any  information  about  this  mi- 
racle of  beauty  ? — O  la !  hi,  hi,  hi."  Instead 
of  answering  this  question,  the  innkeeper 
advancing,  and  surveying  Sir  Launcelot, 
"Friend,"  said  he,  "you  are  the  person 
that  carried  off  my  horse  out  of  the  stable." 
"  Tell  me  not  of  a  norse — ^where  is  the  young 
lady  1"  "  Now  I  will  tell  you  of  a  horse, 
and  rU  make  you  find  him  too  before  you 
and  I  part."  **  Wretched  animal !  how  dar'st 
thou  dally  with  my  impatience  1 — Speak,  or 
despair — What  is  become  of  Miss  Meadows  ? 
^ay,  did  she  leave  this  place  of  her  own 
accord,  or  was  she — ^hah!  speak-— answer, 
or,  by  the  powers  above — "  "I'll  answer 
you  flat — she  you  call  Miss  Meadows  is  in 
very  good  hanos — so  you  may  make  yourself 
easy  on  that  score-^"    "  Sacred  Heaven !  1 


explain  your  meaning,  miscreant,  or  Fll  make 
you  a  dreadful  example  to  all  the  insolent 
publicans  of  the  realm."  So  saying,  he 
seized  him  with  one  hand,  and  dashing  him 
on  the  floor,  set  one  foot  on  his  belly,  and 
kept  him  trembling  in  that  prostrate  attitude. 
The  hostler  and  waiter  flying  to  the  assistance 
of  their  master,  our  adventurer  unsheathed 
his  sword,  declaring  he  would  dismiss  their 
souls  from  their  bodies,  and  exterminate  the 
whole  family  from -the  face  of  the  earth,  if 
they  would  not  immediately  give  him  tJie 
satisfaction  he  reqtiired. 

The  hostess  being  by  this  time  terrified 
almost  out  of  her  senses,  fell  on  her  knees 
before  him,  begging  he  would  spare  their 
lives,  and  promising  to  declare  the  whole 
truth.  He  would  not,  however,  remove  his 
foot  from  the  body  of  her  husband,  until  she 
told  him,  that  in  less  than  half  an  hour  after 
he  bad  sallied  out  upon  tbe  supposed  robbers, 
two  chaises  arrived,  each  drawn  by  four 
horses ;  that  two  men  armed  with  pistols 
alighting  from  one  of  them,  laid  violent  hands 
upon  the  young  lady ;  and,  notwithstanding 
her  stru^ling  and  shrieking,  forced  her  into 
the  other  carriage,  in  which  was  an  infirm 
gentleman,  who  called  himself  her  guardian : 
that  the  maid  was  left  to  the  care  uf  a  third 
servant  to  follow  with  a  third  chaise,  which 
was  got  ready  with  all  possible  dispatch, 
while  the  other  two  proceeded  at  full  speed 
on  the  road  to  London.  It  was  by  this  com- 
municative  lacquey  the  people  of  the  house 
were  informed  that  the  old  gentleman  his 
master  was  Squire  Darnel,  the  young  lady 
his  niece  and  ward,  and  our  adventurer  a 
needy  sharper,  who  wanted  to  make  a  prey 
of  her  fortune. 

The  knight,  fired  even  almost  to  frenzy  by 
this  intimation,  spumed  the  carcass  of  hiis 
host ;  and,  his  eye  gleaming  terror,  rushed 
into  the  yard,  in  order  to  mount  Bronzomarte 
and  pursue  the  ravisher,  when  he  was  divert- 
ed from  his  purpose  by  a  new  incident. 

One  of  the  postilions,  who  had  driven  the 
chaise  in  which  Dolly  was  conveyed,  hap- 
pened to  arrive  at  that  instant ;  when,  seeing 
our  hero,  he  ran  up  to  him,  cap  in  hand, 
and,  presenting  a  letter,  accosted  him  in 
these  words :  "  Please  your  noble  honour,  if 
your  honour  be  Sir  Launcelot  Greaves  of 
the  West  Riding,  here's  a  letter  from  a  gen- 
tlewoman that  I  promised  to  deliver  into 
your  honour's  own  hands." 

The  knight,  snatching  the  letter  with  the 
utmost  avidity,  broke  it  up,  and  found  the 
contents  couched  in  these  terms : 

"  Honoured  Sir, 

"  The  man  az  gi'en  me  leave  to  lat  yaw 
knaw  my  dear  leady  is  going  to  Loondon 
with  her  unkle  Souaire  Darnel. — Be  not 
conzarned,  honoured  sir,  vor  I'se  take  it  on 
raai  laife  to  let  yaw  knaw  wheare  we  be  zet- 
tied,  if  zo  be  I  can  vind  where  you  loage  in 
Loopdon. — The  man  zays  yaw  may  put  it  in 
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the  pooblic  prints. — ^I  houp  the  bueheir  will 
be  honest  enuff  to  deliver  this  scrowl ;  and 
that  your  honour  will  pardon 

**  Your  umble  servant  to  command, 
*•  Dorothy  Cowslip." 

**  P.S.  Please  my  kaind  sarvice  to  laayer 
Clarke.  Squaire  Darnel's  man  is  very  civil 
vor  sartain ;  but  I'ave  no  thoughts  on  him,  ru 
assure  yaw. — Marry  hap,  worse  ware  may 
have  a  better  chap,  as  the  zaying  goes." 

Nothing  could  be  more  seasonable  than 
the  delivery  of  this  billet,  which  ke  had  no 
sooner  perused  than  his  reflection  returned, 
and  he  entered  into  a  serious  deliberation 
with  his*  own  heart  He  considered  that 
Aurelia  was  by  this  time  far  bevond  a  possi- 
bility of  being  overtaken,  and  tnat  by  a  pre- 
cipitate pursuit  he  should  onl^  expose  his 
own  infirmities.  He  confided  m  the  attach- 
ment of  his  mistress,  and  in  the  fidelity  of 
her  maid,  who  would  find  opportunities  of 
communicating  her  sentiments  hj  means  of 
this  lacquey,  of  whom  he  perceived  by  the 
letter  she  had  already  made  a  conquest.  He 
therefore  resolved  to  bridle  his  impatience, 
to  proceed  leisurely  to  London,  and,  instead 
of  taking  any  rash  step  which  might  induce 
Anthony  Darnel  to  remove  his  niece  from 
that  citv,  remain  in  seeming  quiet  until  she 
should  be  settled,  and  her  guardian  returned 
to  the  country.  Aurelia  had  mentioned  to 
him  the  name  of  Doctor  Eawdle,  and  from 
him  he  expected  in  due  time  to  receive  the 
most  interesting  information. 

These  reflections  had  an  instantaneous 
effect  upon  our  hero,  whose  rage  immediately 
subsided,  and  whose  visage  gradually  resum- 
ed its  natural  cast  of  courtesy  and  ^ood 
humour.  He  forthwith  gratified  the  postilion 
with  such  a  remuneration  as  sent  him  dan- 
cing  into  the  kitchen,  where  he  did  not  fail 
to  extol  the  generosi^  and  immense  fortune 
of  Sir  Launcelot  Greaves. 

Our  adventurer's  next  step  was  to  see 
Bronzomarte  properly  accommodated ;  then 
he  ordered  a  refreshment  for  himself,  and 
retired  into  an  apartment,  where  mine  host 
with  his  wife  and  all  the  servants  waited  on 
him  to  beseech  his  honour  to  forgive  their 
impertinence,  which  was  owing  to  their  ig- 
norance of  his  honour's  quality,  and  the  false 
information  they  received  firom  the  gentle- 
man's servant.  He  had  too  much  magnan- 
imity to  retain  the  least  resentment  against 
such  inconsiderable  objects.  He  not  only 
pardoned  them  without  hesitation,  but  assu- 
red the  landlord  he  would  be  accountable  for 
the  horse,  which,  however,  waci  that  same 
evening  brought  home  by  a  countryman, 
who  had  found  him  pounded  as  it  were  within 
the  walls  of  a  ruined  cottage.  As  the  knijrht 
had  been  greatly  fatigued  without  enjoying 
any  rest  for  eight-and-forty  hours,  he  resolved 
*  to  indulge  himself  with  one  night's  repose, 
and  then  return  to  the  place  where  he  had 
left  his  squire  indisposed;  for  by  this  time 


even  his  concern  for  Timothy  had  recuned. 
On  a  candid  scrutiny  of  his  own  heart,  he 
found  himself  much  less  unhappy  than  he  had 
been  before  his  interview  wiUi  Aurelia :  for, 
instead  of  being,  as  formerly,  tormented  with 
the  pangs  of  despairing  loye,  which  had  ac- 
tually unsettled  his  understandinfr,  he  was 
now  happilv  convinced  that  he  had  inspired 
the  tender  breast  of  Aurelia  with  mutual  af- 
fection ;  and  though  -she  was  invidiously 
snatched  from  his  embrace  in  the  midst  of 
such  endearments  as  had  wound  up  his  soul 
to  ecstasy  and  transport,  he  did  not  doubt  of 
being  able  to  rescue  her  from  the  power  of 
an  inhuman  kinsman,  whose  guardianship 
would  soon,  of  course,  expire;  and,  in  the 
mean  time,  he  rested  with  the  most  perfect 
dependence  on  her  constancy  and  virtue. 

As  he  next  crossed  the  country,  rumina- 
ting on  the  disaster  that  had  befiillen  his 
squire,  and  could  now  compare  circumstances 
coolly,  he  easily  comprenended  the  whole 
scheme  of  that  adventure,  which  was  no 
other  than  an  artifice  of  Anthony  Darnel  and 
his  emissaries  to  draw  him  from  the  inn, 
where  he  proposed  to  execute  his  design 
upon  the  innocent  Aurelia.  He  took  it  for 
granted  that  the  uncle,  having  been  made 
acquainted  with  his  niece's  elopement,  had 
followed  her  track  by  the  help  of  such  infor- 
mation as  he  received  from  one  stage  to 
another:  and  that,  receiving  more  particu- 
lars at  the  White  Hart  touching  Sir  Laun- 
celot, he  had  formed  the  scheme  in  which 
Crabshaw  was  an  involuntary  instrument 
towards  the  seductibn  of  his  master. 

Amusing  himself  with  these  and  other  co- 
gitations, our  hero  in  the  afternoon  reached 
the  place  of  his  destination,  and  entering  the 
inn  were  Timothy  had  been  left  at  sick  quar- 
ters, chanced  to  meet  the  apothecary  retir- 
ing precipitately  in  a  very  unsavoury  pickle 
from  the  chamber  of  his  patient,  w  hen  he 
inquired  about  the  health  of  his  squire,  this 
retainer  to  medicine,  wiping  himself  all  the 
while  with  a  napkin,  answered  in  manifest 
confusion,  that  he  apprehendeif  him  to  be  in 
a  very  dangerous  way  from  an  inflammation 
of  the  pia  mater,  which  had  produced  a  most 
furious  delirium.  Then  he  proceeded  to  ex- 
plain, in  technical  terms,  the  method  of 
cure  he  had  .followed ;  and  concluded  with 
telling  him  the  poor  squire's  brain  was  so 
outrageously  disordered,  that  he  had  rejected 
all  administration,  and  just  thrown  an  urinal 
in  his  face. 

The  knight's  humanity  being  alarmed  at 
this  intelligence,  he  resolved  that  Crsbshaw 
should  have  the  benefit  of  further  advice,  and 
asked  if  there  was  not  a  physician  in  the 
place.  The  apothecacy,  after  some  inter- 
jections of  hesitation,  owned  there  was  a 
doctor  in  the  village,  an  odd  sort  of  a  humour- 
rist ;  but  he  believed  he  had  not  much  to  do 
in  the  way  of  his  profession ;  and  was  not 
much  used  to  the  forms  of  prescription.    He 
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was  counted  a  scholar,  to  be  sure,  but  as  to 
his  medical  capacity — ^he  would  not  take 
npon  faim  to  say — *<  No  matter,"  cried  Sir 
lAuncelot,  **  he  may  strike  out  some  lucky 
thought  for  the  benefit  of  the  patient,  and  I 
desire  you  will  call  him  instantly." 

While  the  apothecary  was  absent  on  this 
service,  our  adventurer  took  it  into  his  head 
to  question  the  landlord  about  the  character 
of  this  physician,  which  had  been  so  unfa- 
vourably represented,  and  received  the  fol- 
lowing infurmation. 

<*  For  mv  peart,  measter,  I  knows  nothing 
amiss  of  the  doctors-he's  a  quiet  sort  of  an 
inoffensive  man ;  uses  my  house  sometimes, 
and  pays  for  what  he  has,  like  the  rest  of 
my  customers.  They  say  he  deals  very 
little  in  physic  stuff,  but  cures  his  patients 
with  fasting  and  water-gruel,  whereby  ho 
can't  expect  the  'pothecary  to  be  his  fnend. 
You  knows,  measter,  one  must  live,  and  let 
live,  as  the  saying  is.  I  must  say,  he,  for 
the  value  of  three  guineas,  set  up  my  wife's 
constitution  in  such  a  manner,  that  I  have 
saved  within  these  two  years,  I  believe,  forty 
pounds  in  'pothecary 's  bills.  But  what  of 
that?  Every  man  must  eat,  tho'f  at  ano- 
ther's expense ;  and  I  should  be  in  a  deadly 
hole  myself,  if  all  mv  customers  should  take 
it  in  their  heads  to  arink  nothing  but  water- 
gruel,  because  it  is  good  for  the  constitution. 
Thank  God,  I  have  as  good  a  constitution  as 
e'er  a  man  in  Englnnd,  but  for  all  that,  I  and 
my  whole  &mily  bleed  and  purge,  and  take 
a  diet-drink  twice  a-year,  by  way  of  serving 
the  'pothecary,  who  is  a  very  honest  man, 
and  a  very  good  neighbour." 

Their  conversation  was  interrupted  by  the 
return  of  the  apothecary  with  the  doctor, 
who  had  very  little  of  the  faculty  in  his  ap- 
pearance. He  was  dressed  remarkably  plai  n ; 
seemed  to  be  turned  of  fifty ;  had  a  careless 
air,  and  asarcastical  turn  in  his  countenance. 
Before  he  entered  the  sick-man's  chamber, 
he  asked  some  questions  concerning  the  dis- 
ease ;  and  when  the  apothecary,  pointing  to 
his  own  heau,  said,  "  It  lies  all  here,"  the 
doctor,  turning  to  Sir  Launcelot,  replied, 
"  If  that  be  all,  there's  nothing  in  it." 

Upon  a  more  particular  inquiry  about  the 
symptoms,  he  was  told  that  the  blood  was 
seemingly  viscous,  and  salt  upon  the  tongue ; 
the  urine  remarkably  acrosaline;  and  the 
fsces  atrabilious  ^d  foetid.  When  the  doc- 
tor said  he  would  encfasre  to  find  the  same 
phenomena  in  every  healthy  man  of  the 
three  kingdoms,  the  apothecary  added,  that 
the  patient  was  manifestly  comatous,  and 
moreover  afflicted  with  griping  pains  and 
borborygmata.  ••  A  f—  for  your  borboryg- 
mata,''  cried  the  physician.  "What  has 
been  done?"  To  this  question,  he  replied, 
that  veniesection  had  been  three  times  per- 
formed ;  that  a  vesicatory  had  been  applied 
inter  scapulas ;  that  the  patient  had  taken 
occasionally  of  a  cathartic  apozem,  and,  be- 


tween whiles,  alexipharmic  boluses  and 
neutral  draughts."  "  Neutral,  indeed,"  said 
the  doctor ;  "  so  neutral,  that  I  will  be  cru- 
cified if  ever  they  declare  either  for  the  pa- 
tient or  the  disease."  So  saying,  he  brushed 
into  CraBshaw's  chamber,  followed  by  our 
adventurer,  who  was  almost  suffocated  at  his 
first  entrance.  The  day  was  close ;  the  win- 
dow shutters  were  fastened ;  a  huge  fire  bla- 
zed in  the  chfmney ;  thick  harateen  curtains 
were  close  drawn  round  the  bed,  where  the 
wretched  squire  lay  extended  under  an  enor- 
mous load  of  blankets.  The  nurse,  who  had 
all  the  exteriors  of  a  bawd  given  to  drink, 
sat  stewing  in  this  apartment  like  a  damned 
soul  in  some  infernal  bagnio;  but  rising  when 
the  company  entered,  made  her  courtesies 
with  great  decorum.  "  Well,"  said  the 
doctor,  **  how  does  your  patient,  nurse  ?" 
**  Blessed  be  God  for  it,  1  hope  in  a  fair 
way : — ^to  be  sure  his  apozem  has  had  a  bless- 
ed effect — ^five-and-twenty  stools  since  three 
o'clock  in  the  morning. — But  then,  a'would 
not  suffer  the  blisters  to  be  put  upon  his 
thighs. — Good  lack !  a  has  been  mortally 
obslropolous,  and  out  of  his  senses  all  this 
blessed  day."  "  You  lie,"  cried  the  squire, 
"  I  a'n't  out  of  my  seven  senses,  tho'f  I'm 
half  mad  i^ith  vexation." 

The  doctor  having  withdrawn  the  curtain, 
the  hapless  squire  appeared  very  pale  and 
ghastly ;  and,  having  surveyed  his  master 
with  a  rueful  aspect,  addressed  him  in  these 
words. — "  Sir  knight,  I  beg  a  boon ;  be  pleas- 
ed to  tie  a  stone  about  the  neck  of  the  apo- 
thecary, and  a  halter  about  the  neck  of  the 
nurse,  and  throw  the  one  into  the  next  river, 
and  the  other  over  the  next  tree,  and;  in  so 
doing,  you  will  do  a  charitable  deed  to  your 
fellow-creatures ;  for  he  and  she  do  the  devil's 
work  in  partnership,  and  have  sent  many  a 
score  of  their  betters  home  to  him  before 
their  time."  **  Oh !  he  begins  to  talk  sen- 
sibly.— Have  a  good  heart,"  said  the  physi- 
cian. **  What  is  your  disorder  1"  *•  Physic." 
"  What  do  you  chiefly  complain  of?"  "  The 
doctor."  ••  Does  your  head  ache  ?"  "  Yea, 
with  impertinence."  *'  Have  you  a  pain  in 
your  back  ?"  "  Yes,  where  the  blister  lies." 
"  Are  you  sick  at  stomach  ?"  "  Yes,  with 
hunger."  "Do  you  feel  any  shiverings?" 
"  Always  at  sight  of  the  apothecary."  "  Do 
you  perceive  any  load  in  your  bowels?" 
"  I  would  the  apothecary's  conscience  was 
as  clear."  "Are  you  thirsty?"  "Not  thirsty 
enough  to  drink  barley-water."  "  Be  pleased 
to  look  into  his  fauces,"  said  the  apothecary ; 
"  he  has  got  a  rough  tongue,  and  a  very  foul 
mouth,  I'll  assure  you.'*  "I  have  known 
that  the  case  with  some  limbs  of  the  faculty, 
where  they  stood  more  in  need  of  correction 
than  of  physic. — Well,  my  honest  friend, 
since  you  have  already  undergone  the  proper 
purgations  in  due  form,  and  say  you  have  no* 
other  disease  than  the  doctor,  we  will  set 
you  on  your  legs  agidn  wilhout  further  qties* 
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tion.  Herei  nurse,  open  that  window,  and 
throw  these  phials  into  the  street.  Nuw 
lower  the  curtain,  without  shutting  the  case- 
ment, that  the  man  may  not  be  'stifled  in  his 
own  steam.  In  the  next  place,  take  off 
two-thirds  of  these  coals,  and  one  third  of 
these  blankets. — ^How  dost  feel  now,  my 
heart  1"  "I  should  feel  heart-whole,  if  so 
be  as  you  would  throw  the  noorse  a*ter  the 
bottles,  and  the  pothecary  a*ter  the  noorse, 
and  order  me  a  pound  of  chops  for  my  din- 
ner ;  for  I  be  so  hoongry,  I  could  eat  a  horse 
behind  the  saddle.'' 

The  apothecary,  seeing  what  passed,  re- 
tired of  his  own  accord,  holding  up  his  hands 
in  sign  of  astonishment.  The  nurse  was 
dismissed  in  the  same  breath.  Crabshaw 
rose,  dressed  himself  without  assistance,  and 
made  a  hearty  meal  on  the  first  eatable  that 
presented  itself  to  view. .  The  knight  passed 
the  evening  with  the  physician,  who,  from 
his  first  appearance,  concluded  he  was  mad ; 
but,  in  the  course  of  the  conversation,  found 
means  to  resign  that  opinion  without  adopt- 
ing any  other  in  lieu  of  it,  and  parted  with 
him  under  all  the  impatience  of  curiosity. 
The  knight,  on  his  part,  was  very  well  en- 
tertained with  the  witty  sarcasms  and  erudi- 
tion of  the  doctor,  who  appeared  to  be  a  sort 
of  cynic  philosopher,  tinctured  with  misan- 
thropy,  and  at  open  war  with  the  whole  body 
of  apothecaries,  whom,  however,  it  was  by 
no  means  his  interest  to  disoblige. 

Next  day,  Crabshaw  being  to  all  appear- 
ance perfectly  recovered,  our  adventurer 
reckoned  with  the  apothecary,  paid  the  land- 
lord, and  set  out  on  his  return  for  the  Lon- 
don road,  resolving  to  lay  aside  his  armour 
at  some  distance  from  the  metropolis ;  for, 
ever  since  his  interview  with  Aurelia,  his 
fondness  for  chivalry  had  been  gradually 
abating.  As  the  torrent  of  his  despair  had 
disordered  the  current  of  his  sober  reflection, 
80  now,  as  that  despair  subsided,  his  thoughts 
began  to  flow  deliberately  in  their  ancient 
channel.  All  day  long  he  regaled  his  imagi- 
nation with  oplans  of  connubial  happiness, 
formed  on  the  possession  of  the  incompara- 
ble Aurelia;  aetermined  to  wait  with  pa- 
tience, until  the  law  should  supersede  the 
authority  of  her  guardian,  rather  than  adopt 
any  violent  expedient  which  might  hazard 
the  interest  of  his  passion. 

He  had  for  some  time  travelled  in  the 
turnpike  road,  when  his  reverie  was  suddenly 
interrupted  by  a  confiised  noise ;  and  when 
he  lifted  up  his  eyes,  he  beheld  at  a  little 
distance,  a  rabble  of  men  and  women,  va- 
riously armed  with  flails,  pitch-forks,  poles, 
and  muskets,  acting  offensively  against  a 
strange  figure  on  horseback,  who,  with  a 
kind  of  lance,  laid  about  him  with  incredible 
fury.  Our  adventurer  was  not  so  totally 
abandon^  by  the  spirit  of  chivalry,  to  see 
without  emotion  a  single  knight  in  danger 
of  being  overpowered  by  such  a  multitude 
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of  adversaries.  Without  staying  to  put  on 
his  helmet,  he  ordered  Crabshaw  to  follow 
him  in  the  charge  against  those  plebeians : 
then  couching  his  lance,  and  giving  Bronzo- 
marte  the  spur,  he  began  his  career  with 
such  impetuosftv  as  overturned  all  that  hap- 
pened to  be  in  his  way,  and  intimidated  the 
rabble  to  such  a  degree,  that  they  retired 
before  him  like  a  flock  of  sheep,  the  greater 
part  of  them  believing  he  was  the  devil  in 
propria  persona.  He  came  in  the  very  nick 
of  time  to  save  the  life  of  the  other  errant, 
against  whom  three  loaded  muskets  were 
actually  levelled,  at  the  very  instant  that  our 
adventurer  began  his  charge.  The  unknown 
knight  was  so  sensible  of  the  seasonable  in- 
terposition, that,  riding  up  to  our  hero, — 
"  Brother,"  said  he,  "  this  is  the  second  time 
that  you  have  holp  me  ofi^,  when  I  was  bump 
ashore.  Bess  Mizen,  I  must  say,  is  no  more 
than  a  leaky  bum-boat,  in  comparison  of  the 
glorious  galley  you  want  to  man.  I  desire 
that  henceforth  we  may  cruise  in  the  same 
latitudes,  brother ;  and  Fll  be  damned  if  I 
don't  stand  by  you  as  long  as  I  have  a  stick 
standing,  or  can  carry  a  rag  of  canvass." 

By  this  address  our  knight  recognized  the 
novice  Captain  Crowe,  who  had  found  means 
to  accommodate  himself  with  a  very  strange 
suit  of  armour.  By  way  of  helmet,  he  wore 
one  of  the  caps  used  by  the  light  horse,  with 
straps  buckled  under  his  chin,  and  contrived 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  conceal  his  whole 
visage,  except  the  eyes.  Instead  of  cuirass, 
mail,  greaves,  and  other  pieces  of  complete 
armour,  he  was  cased  in  a  postilion's  leathern 
jerkin,  covered  with  thin  plates  of  tinned 
iron :  his  buckler  was  a  pot-lid,  his  lance  a 
hop-pole  shod  with  iron,  and  a  basket-hilt 
broad  sword,  like  that  of  Hudibras,  depended 
by  a  broad  bufi*  belt,  that  girded  his  middle. 
His  feet  were  defended  by  jack-boots,  and 
his  hands  by  the  gloves  of  a  trooper.  Sir 
Launcelot  would  not  lose  time  in  examining 
particulars,  as  he  perceived  some  mischief 
had  been  done,  and  that  the  enemy  had  ral- 
lied at  a  distance ;  he  therefore  commanded 
Crowe  to  follow  him,  and  rode  off  with  great 
expedition ;  but  he  did  not  perceive  his  squire 
was  taken  prisoner,  nor  did  the  captain  re- 
collect that  his  nephew,  Tom  Clarke,  had 
been  disabled  and  secured  in  the  beginning 
of  the  fray.  The  truth  is,  tfa€^poor  captain 
had  been  so  belaboured  about  the  pate,  that 
it  was  a  wonder  he  remembered  his  own 
name. 


CHAPTER  XVn. 

Containing  adventures  of  chivalry  equally 
new  and  surprising. 

The  knight  Sir  Launcelot,  and  the  novice 
Crowe,  retreated  with  equal  order  and  expe- 
dition to  the  distance  of  half  a  league  fiom 
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the  field  of  battle,  where  the  former,  halting, 
proposed  to  make  a  lodgment  in  a  ver^  de- 
cent house  of  entertainment,  distinguished 
by  the  sign  of  St  George  of  Cappadocia  en- 
countering the  dragon,  an  achievement  in 
which  temporal  ana  spiritual  chivalry  were 
happily  reconciled.  Two  such  figures  alight, 
ing  at  the  inn  gate  did  not  pass  through  the 
yard  unnoticed  and  unadmired  by  the  guests 
and  attendants ;  some  of  whom  fairly  took  to 
their  heels,  on  the  supposition  tlj^t  these 
outlandish  creatures  were  the  avant-couriers 
or  heralds  of  a  French  invasion.  The  fears 
and  doubts,  however,  of  those  who  ventured 
to  stay,  were  soon  dispelled,  when  our  hero 
accosted  them  in  the  English  tongue,  and 
with  the  most  courteous  demeanour  desired 
to  be  shown  into  an  apartment. 

Had  Captain  Crowe  been  spokesman,  per- 
haps  their  suspicions  would  not  have  so 
quickly  subsided ;  for  he  was,  in  reality,  a  very 
extraordinary  novice,  not  only  in  chivalry, 
but  also  in  his  external  appearance,  and  par- 
ticularly in  those  dialects  of  the  English  Ian- 
guage  which  are  used*  by  the  terrestrial  ani- 
mals of  this  kingdom.  He  desired  the  host- 
ler to  take  his  horse  in  tow,  and  bring  him 
to  his  moorings  in  a  safe  riding.  He  ordered 
the  waiter,  who  showed  them  into  a  parlour, 
to  bear  a  hand,  ship  his  oars,  mind  his  helm, 
and  bring  alongside  a  short  allowance  of 
brandy  or  grog,  that  he  might  cant  a  slug 
into  his  bread-room ;  for  there  was  such  a 
heaving  and  pitching,  that  he  believed  he 
should  shift  his  ballast.  The  fellow  under- 
stood  no  part  of  this  address  but  the  word 
brandytKi  mention  of  which  he  disappeared. 
Then  Crowe,  throwing  himself  into  an  elbow- 
chair, — "Stop  my  hawse-holes,"  cried  he, 
**  I  can't  think  what's  the  matter,  brother ; 
but,  egad,  my  head  sings  and  simmers  like  a 
pot  of  chowder.  My  eye-sight  yaws  to  and 
again,  d*ye  see :  then  there's  such  a  wallop- 
ing and  whushing  in  my  hold — smite  my — 
Lord  have  mercy  upon  us.  Here,  you  swab, 
ne'er  mind  a  glass — hand  me  the  noggin." 

The  latter  part  of  this  address  was  di- 
rected to  the  waiter,  who  had  returned  with 
a  quartern  of  brandy,  which  Crowe  snatching 
eagerly,  started  into  his  bread-room  at  one 
cant.  Indeed  there  was  no  time  to  be  lost, 
inasmuch  as  he  seemed  to  be  on  the  ver^ 
of  fainting  away  when  he  swallowed  this 
cordial,  by  which  he  was  instantaneously  re- 
vived. 

Hd  then  desired  the  servant  to  unbuckle 
the  straps  of  his  helmet ;  but  this  was  a 
task  which  the  drawer  could  not  perform, 
even  though  assisted  with  the  good  offices 
of  Sir  Launcelot;  for  the  head  and  jaws 
were  so  much  swelled  with  the  discipline 
they  had  undergone,  that  the  straps  and 
buckles  lay  buried,  as  it  were,  in  pits  formed 
by  the  tumefaction  of  the  adjacent  parts. 

Fortunately  for  the  novice,  a  neighbouring 
aurgeon  passed  by  the  door  on  horseback ;  a 


circumstance  which  the  waiter,  who  saw  hint 
from  the  window,  no  sooner  disclosed,  than 
the  knight  had  recourse  to  his  assistance. 
This  practitioner  having  viewed  the  whole 
figure,  and  more  particularly  the  head  of 
Crowe,  in  silent  wonder,  proceeded  to  feel 
his  pulse ;  and  then  declared  that  as  the  in- 
fiammation  was  very  great,  and  going  on 
with  violence  to  its  acme,  it  would  be  ne- 
cessary to  begin  with  copious  phlebotomy, 
and  then  to  empty  the  intestinal  canal.  So 
saying,  he  began  to  strip  the  arm  of  the 
captain,  who  perceiving  his  aim, — "Avast, 
brother,"  cried  he,  "  you  go  the  wrong  way 
to  work — ^you  may  as  well  rummage  the 
aflerhold,  when  the  damage  is  in  the  forecas- 
tle. I  shall  right  again  when  my  jaws  are 
unhooped." 

With  these  words  he  drew  a  clasp-knife 
from  his  pocket,  and,  advancing  to  a  glass, 
applied  it  so  vigorously  to  the  leathern  straps 
of  his  headpiece,  that  the  gordian  knot  was 
cut,  without  any  other  damage  to  his  face 
than  a  moderate  scarification,  which,  added 
to  the  tumefaction  of  features,  naturally 
strong,  and  a  whole  week's  growth  of  a  very 
bushy  beard,  produced,  on  the  whole,  a  most 
hideous  caricature.  Afler  all,  there  was  a 
necessity  for  the  administration  of  the  sur- 
geon, who  found  divers  contusions  on  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  scull,  which  even  the  tin  cap 
had  not  been  able  to  protect  from  the  wea- 
pons of  the  rustics. 

These  beincr  shaved  and  dressed  secundum 
artem,  and  the  operator  dismissed  with  a 
proper  acknowledgement,  our  knight  detach- 
ed one  of  the  posi-boys  to  the  field  of  action 
for  intelligence  concerning  Mr  Clarke  and 
squire  Timothy ;  and,  in  the  interim,  desired 
to  know  the  particulars  of  Crowe's  adven- 
tures  since  he  parted  fi'om  him  at  the  White 
Hart. 

A  connected  relation,  in  plain  English, 
was  what  he  had  little  reason  to  expect  from 
the  novice,  who  nevertheless  exerted  his 
faculties  to  the  uttermost  for  his  satisfaction. 
He  gave  him  to  understand,  that  in  steering 
his  course  to  Birmingham,  where  he  thought 
of  fitting  himself  with  tackle,  he  had  fallen 
in,  by  accident,  at  a  public  house,  with  an 
itinerant  tinker,  in  the  very  act  of  mending 
a  kettle :  that,  seeing  him  do  his  business 
like  an  able  workman,  he  had  applied  to  him 
for  advice ;  and  the  tinker,  afler  having  con- 
sidered that  subject,  had  undertaken  to  make 
him  such  a  suit  of  armour,  as  neither  sword 
nor  lance  should  penetrate;  that  they  ad- 
journed to  the  next  town,  where  the  leather 
coat,  the  plates  of  tinned  iron,  the  lance  and 
the  brpad-sword  were  purchased,  together 
with  a  copper  saucepan,  which  the  artist  was 
now  at  work  -upon,  in  converting  it  to  h. 
shield ;  but,  in  the  mean  time,  the  captain, 
being  impatient  to  begin  his  carper  of  chival- 
ry, had  accommodated  himself  with  a  pot-lid, 
and  taken  to  the  highvi^y,  notwithatandinf 
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all  the  entreaties,  tears,  and  remonstrances 
of  his  nephew  Tom  Clarke,  who  could  not 
however  be  prevailed  upon  to  leave  him  in 
the  dangerous  voyage  he  had  undertaken ; 
that  this  being  but  the  second  day  of  tiis 
journey,  he  descried  five  or  six  men  on 
horseback,  bearing  up  full  in  his  teeth;  upon 
which  he  threw  his  sails  a-back,  and  pre- 
pared fur  action ;  that  he  hailed  them  at  a 
considerable  distance,  and  bade  them  bring 
to;  when  they  came  alonfifside,  notwith- 
standing  his  hail,  he  ordered  them  to  clew 
up  their  courses,  and  furl  their  top-sails,' 
otherwise  he  would  be  foul  of  their  quarters ; 
that,  hearing  this  salute,  they  luffed  all  at 
once,  till  their  cloth  shook  in  the  wind ;  then 
he  hallooed  in  a  loud  voice,  that  his  sweet- 
heart Besselia  Mizzcn  wore  the  broad  pen- 
dant of  beauty,  to  which  they  must  strike 
their  topsails,  on  pain  of  being  sent  to  the 
bottom ;  that,  after  having  eyed  him  for 
some  time  with  astonishment,  they  clapped 
on  all  their  sails,  some  of  them  running 
under  his  stem,  and  others  athwart  his  fore- 
foot, and  got  clear  off;  that,  not  satisfied 
with  running  a-head,  they  all '  of  a  sudden 
tacked  about,  and  one  of  them  boardin&r  him 
on  the  lee-quarter,  gave  him  such  a  druobing 
about  bis  upper  works,  that  the  lights  danced 
in  his  lanthorns ;  that  he  returned  the  salute 
with  his  hop-pole  so  effectually,  that  his  ag- 
gressor broached  to  in  the  twinkling  of  a 
handspike ;  and  then  he  was  engaged  with 
all  the  rest  of  the  enemy,  except  one  who 
sheered  off,  and  soon  returned  with  a  mus- 
queto  fleet  of  small  craft,  who  had  done  him 
considerable  damage,  and,  in  all  probability, 
would  have  made  prize  of  him,  had'nt  he 
been  brought  off  by  the  knight's  gallantry. 
He  said,  that  in  the  beginning  of  the  conflict 
Tom  Clarke  rode  up  to  the  ^remost  of  the 
enemy,  as  he  did  suppose,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent hostilities ;  but  before  he  got  up  to  him 
near  enough  to  hold  discourse,  he  was  pooped 
with  a  sea  that  almost  sent  him  to  the  bot- 
tom, and  then  towed  off  he  knew  not  whither. 

Crowe  had  scarce  finished  his  narration, 
which  consisted  of  broken  hints,  and  uncon- 
nected explosions  of  sea-terms,  when  a  gen- 
tleman of  the  neighbourhood,  who  acted 
in  the  commission  of  the  peace,  arrived  at 
the  gate,  attended  by  a  constable,  who  had 
in  custody  the  bodies  of  Thomas  Clarke  and 
Timothy  Crabshaw,  surrounded  by  five  men 
on  horseback,  and  an  innumerable  posse  of 
men,  women  and  children,  on  foot.  The 
captain,  who  always  kept  a  good  look-out, 
no  sooner  descried  this  cavalcade  and  pro- 
cession, than  he  gave  notice  to  Sir  Launce- 
lot,  and  advised  that  they  should  crowd 
away  with  all  the  sail  they  could  earry.  Our 
adventurer  was  of  another  opinion,  and  de- 
termined, at  any  rate,  to  procure  the  en- 
largement of  the  prisoners. 

The  justice,  ordering  his  attendants  to 
stay  without  the  gate»  sent  his  compliments  1 


to  Sir  Launcelot  Greaves,  and  desired  to 
speak  with  him  for  a  few  minutes.  He  was 
immediately  adniitted,  and  could  not  help 
staring  at  sight  of  Crowe,  who,  by  this  time, 
had  no  remains  of  the  human  physiognomy, 
so  much  was  the  swelling  increased,  and  the 
skin  discoloured.  The  ^ntleman,  whose 
name  was  Mr  Elmy,  having  made  a  polite 
apology  for  the  liberty  he  liad  taken,  pro- 
ceeded to  unfold  his  business.  He  said, 
information  had  been  lodged  with  him,  as  a 
justice  of  the  peace,  against  two  armed  men 
on  horse|)ack,  who  had  stopped  five  farmers 
on  the  king's  highway,  put  them  in  fear  and 
danger  of  their  lives,  and  even  assaulted, 
maimed,  and  wounded  divers  persons,  con« 
trary  to  the  king's  peace,  and  in  violation  of 
the  statute ;  that,  by  the  description,  he  sup- 
posed the  knight  and  his  companion  to  be  the 
persons  against  whom  the  complaint  had 
been  lodged  :  and  understanding  his  quality 
from  Mr  Clarke,  whom  he  had  known  in 
London,  he  was  come  to  wait  upon*  him,  and 
if  possible  effect  an  accommodation. 

Our  adventurer  having  thanked  him  for 
the  polite  and  obliging  manner  in  which  he 
proceeded,  frankly  told  him  the  whole  story, 
as  it  had  been  just  related  by  the  captain , 
and  Mr  Elmy  had  no  reason  to  doubt  the 
truth  of  the  narrative,  as  it  confirmed  everv 
circumstance  which  Clarke  had  before  re- 
ported. Indeed,  Tom  had  been  very  com- 
municative to  this  gentleman,  and  made  him 
acquainted  with  the  whole  history  of  Sir 
Launcelot  Greaves,  as  well  as  with  the 
whimsical  resolution  of  his  uncle,  Captain 
Crowe.  Mr  Elmy  now  told  the  knight,  that 
the  persons  whom  the  captain  had  stopped, 
were  farmers  returning  from  a  neighbouring 
market,  a  set  of  people  naturally  boorish 
and  at  that  time  elevated  with  ale  to  an  un- 
common pitch  of  insolence :  that  one  of 
them  in  particular,  called  Prickle,  was  the 
most  quarrelsome  fellow  in  the  whole  county; 
and  so  litigious,  that  he  had  maintained  above 
thirty  law-suits,  in  eight  and  twenty  of 
which  he  had  been  condemned  in  costs.  He 
said  the  others  might  be  easily  influenced  in 
the  way  of  admonition ;  but  there  was  no 
way  of*^  dealing  with  Prickle,  except  by  the 
form  and  authority  of  the  law ;  he  therefore 
proposed  to  hear  evidence  in  a  judicial  capa- 
city, and  his  clerk  being  in  attendance,  the 
court  was  opened  in  the  knight's  apartment. 

Bv  this  time  Mr  Clarke  had  made  such 
gooa  use  of  his  time  in  explaining  the  law 
to  his  audience,  and  displaying  the  great 
wealth  and  unbounded  liberality  of  Sir 
Launcelot  Greaves,  that  he  had  actually 
brought  over  to  his  sentiments  the  constabla*- 
and  the  commonalty,  tag,  rag,  and  bob-tail,  • 
and  even  staggered  the  majority  of  the 
farmers,  who,  at  first,  had  breathed  nothing 
but  defiance  and  revenge.  Farmer  St&ke 
being  first  called  to  the  bar,  and  sworn  touch- 
ing the  identity  of  Sir  Launcelot  GreavM 
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and  Captain  Crowe,  declared  Uiat  the  said 
Crowe  had  stopped  him  on  the  king's  high- 
way,  and  put  him  in  bodily  fear ;  that  he  af- 
terwards saw  the  said  Crowe  with  a  pole  or 
weapon,  value  three  pence,  breaking  the 
king's  peace,  by  committing  assault  and  bat- 
tery against  the  heads  and  shoulders  of  his 
majesty's  liege  subjects,  Geoffrey  Prickle, 
Hodge  Dolt,  Richard  Bumpkin,  Mary  Fang, 
Catherine  Rubble,  and  Margery  litter ; 
and  that  he  saw  Sir  Launcelot  Greaves,  bar- 
onet, aiding,  assisting,  and  comforting  the 
said  Crowe,  contrary  to  the  king's  peace, 
and  against  the  form  of  the  statute. 

Being  asked,  if  the  defendant,  when  he 
stopped  them,  demanded  their  money,  or 
threatened  violence  1  he  answered,  he  could 
not  say,  inasmuch  as  the  defendant  spoke  in 
an  unknown  language.  Being  interrogated, 
if  the  defendant  did  not  allow  them  to  pass 
without  using  any  violence,  and  if  they  did 
not  pass  unmolested  ?  the  deponent  replied 
in  the  affirmative.  Being  required  to  tell 
for  what  reason  they  returned,  and  if  the 
defendant,  Crowe,  was  not  assaulted  before 
he  began  to  use  his  weapon,  the  deponent 
made  no  answer.  The  depositions  of  &r- 
mer  Bumpkin  and  Muggins,  as  well  as  of 
Madge  Litter  and  Mary  Fang,  were  taken  to 
much  the  same  purpose;  and  his  worship 
earnestly'  exhorted  them  to  an  accommoda- 
'  tion,  observing,  that  they  themselves  were 
in  fact  the  aggressors,  and  that  Captain 
Crowe  had  done  no  more  than  exerted  him- 
self in  his  own  defence. 

They  were  all  pretty  well  disposed  to  fol- 
low his  advice,  except  farmer  Prickle,  who, 
entering  the  court  with  a  bloody  handker- 
chief about  his  head,  declared  that  the  law 
should  determine  it  at  next  'size  ;  and  in  the 
mean  time  insisted  that  the  defendants 
siiould  find  immediate  bail,  or  go  to  prison, 
or  be  set  in  the  stocks.  He  affirmed  that 
they  had  been  guilty  of  an  affray^  in  appear- 
ing with  armour  and  weapons  not  usually 
worn,  to  the  terror  of  others,  which  is  in  it- 
self a  breach  of  the  peace ;  but  that  they 
had,  moreover,  with  force  of  arms,  that  is  to 
say,  with  swords,  staves,  and  other  warlike 
instruments,  by  turns,  made  an  assault  and 
affray i  to  the  terror  and  disturbance  of  him 
and  divers  subjects  of  our  lord  the  king, 
then  and  there  being,  and  to  the  evil  and 
pernicious  example  of  the  liege  people  of 
the  said  lord  the  king,  and  against  the  peace  of 
our  said  lord  the  king,  his  crown  artd  dignity. 

The  peasant  had  purchased  a  few  law- 
terms  at  a  considerable  expense,  and  he 
thought  he  had  a  right  to  turn  his  knowledge 
-  to  the  annoyance  of  all  his  neighbours.  Mr 
*  Elmy,  findmg  him  obstinately  deaf  to  all 
proposals  of  accommodation,  held  the  de- 
fendants to  very  moderate  bail,  the  landlord 
and  the  curate  of  the  parish  freely  offering 
themselves  as  sureties.  Mr  Clarjke,  with 
Vimothy  Crabsh&w^  against  whom  nothing 


appeared,  were  now  set  at  liberty ;  when 
the  former,  advancing  to  his  worship,  gave 
information  against  Geoffrev  Prickle,  and  de- 
clared upon  oath  that  he  nad  seen  him  as- 
sault Captain  Crowe  without  any  provoca- 
tion ;  and  when  he,  the  deponent,  inter- 
posed  to  prevent  further  mischief,  the  said 
Prickle  had  likewise  assaulted  and  wounded 
him,  the  deponent,  and  detained  him  for 
some  time  in  false  imprisonment,  without 
warrant  or  authority. 

In  consequence  of  this  information,  which 
was  corroborated  by  divers  evidences,  se- 
lected from  the  mob  at  the  gate,  the  tables 
were  turned  upon  farmer  Prickle,  who  was 

given  to  understand,  that  he  must  either  find 
ail,  or  be  forthwith  imprisoned.  This  hone9t 
boor,  who  was  in  opulent  circumstances,  had 
made  such  popular  use  of  the  benefits  he 
possessed,  that  there  was  not  a  housekeeper 
m  the  parish  who  would  not  have  rejoiced 
to  see  him  hanged.  His  dealings  and  con- 
nections, however,  were  such,  that  none  of 
the  other  four  would  have  refused  to  bail 
him,  had  not  Clarke  given  them  to  under- 
stand, that,  if  they  did,  he  would  make  them 
all  principals  and  pq^es,  and  have  two  sepa- 
rate actions  against  each.  Prickle  happened 
to  be  at  variance  with  the  innkeaper,  and 
the  curate  durst  not  disoblige  the  vicar,  who 
at  that  very  time  was  suing  the  farmer  for 
the  small  tithes.  He  offered  to  deposit  a 
sum  equal  to  the  recognizance  of  the  knight's 
bail ;  but  this  was  rejected,  as  an  expedient 
contrary  to  the  practice  of  the  courts.  He 
sent  for  the  attorney  of  the  village,  to  whom 
he  had  been  a  good  customer ;  out  the  law- 
yer was  hunting  evidence  in  another  county. 
The  exciseman  presented  himself  as  a  surety ; 
but  'he,  not  bemg  a  housekeeper,  was  not 
accepted.  Divers  cottagers,  who  depended 
on  farmer  Prickle,  were  successively  re* 
fused,  because  they  could  not  prove  that 
they  had  paid  scot  and  lot  and  parish  taxes. 
The  farmer,  finding  himself  thus  forlorn, 
and  in  imminent  danger  of  visiting  the  in- 
side of  a  prison,  was  seized  with  a  paroxysm 
of  rage,  during  which  he  inveighed  against 
the  bench,  reviled  the  two  adventurers  errant, 
declared  that  he  believed,  and  would  lay  a 
wager  of  twenty  guineas,  that  he  had  more 
money  in  his  pocket  than  e'er  a  man  in  the 
company ;  and  in  the  space  of  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  swore  forty  oaths,  which  the  justice  did 
not  fail  to  number.  **  Before  we  proceed  to 
other  matters,"  said  Mr  Elmy,  *<  I  order  you 
to  pay  forty  shillings  for  the  oatlis  you  have 
swore,  otherwise  I  will  cause  you  to  be  set 
in  the  stocks  without  further  ceremony." 

Prickle,  throwing  down  a  couple  of  gui- 
neas, with  two  execrations  more  to  make  up 
the  sum,  declared  that  he  could  afford  to 
pay  for  swearing  as  well  as  e'er  a  justice  in 
the  county,  and  repeated  his  challenge  of  the 
wager,  which  our  adventurer  now  accepted, 
protesting  at  the  same  tune,  that  it  was  not 
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a  step  taken  from  any  motive  of  pride,  but 
entirely  with  a  view  to  punish  an  insolent 
plebeian,  who  could  not  otherwise  be  chas- 
tised without  a  breach  of  the  peace.  Twenty 
guineas  being  deposited  on  each  side  in  the 
ands  of  Mr  Elmy,  Prickle,  with  equal  con- 
fidence  and  dispatch,  produced  a  canvass  bag, 
containing  two  hundred  and  seventy  pounds, 
which,  bemg  spread  upon  the  table,  made  a 
very  formidable  show,  that  dazzled  the  eyes 
of  the  beholders,  and  induced  many  of  them 
to  believe  he  had  insured  his  conquest. 

Our  adventurer,  asking  if  he  had  any  thing 
fhrther  to  offer,  and  being  answered  in  the 
negative,  drew  forth,  with  great  deliberation, 
a  pocket-book,  in  which  there  was  a  con- 
siderable parcel  of  bank-notes,  from  which 
he  selected  three  of  one  hundred  pounds  each, 
and  exhibited  them  upon  the  table,  to  the 
astonishment  of  all  present.  Prickle,  mad 
with  his  overthrow  and  loss,  said  it  might  be 
necessary  to  make  him  prove  the  notes  were 
honestly  come  by ;  and  Sir  Launcelot  started 
up,  in  order  to  take  venspeance  upon  him  for 
this  insult,  but  was  withheld  by  the  arms  and 
remonstrances  of  Mr  Elmy,  who  assured  him 
that  Prickle  desired  Aothing  so  much  as 
another  broken  head,  to  lay  the  foundation  of 
a  new  prosecution. 

The  knight,  calmed  by  this  interposition, 
turned  to  the  audience,  saying,  with  the  most 
affable  deportment,  **  Good  people,  do  not 
imagine  that  I  intend  to  pocket  the  spoils  of 
such  a  contemptible  rascal.  I  shall  beg  the 
favour  of  this  worthy  gentleman  to  take  up 
these  twenty  guineas,  and  distribute  them  as 
he  shall  think  proper  among  the  poor  of  the 
parish;  but,  by  this  benemction,  I  do  not 
hold  myself  acquitted  for  the  share  I  had  in 
the  bruisds  ^pme  of  you  have  received  in 
this  unlucky  fray,  and  therefore  I  give  the 
other  twenty  gumeas  to  be  divided  among 
the  sufferers,  to  each  according  to  the  dam- 
age  he  or  she  shall  appear  to  have  sustained ; 
and  I  shall  consider  it  as  an  additional  obli- 
gation, if  Mr  Elmy  will  likewise  superintend 
this  retribution." 

At  the  close  of  this  address,  the  whole 
yard  and  gateway  rung  with  acclamation, 
while  honest  Crowe,  whose  generosity  was 
not  inferior  even  to  that  of  the  accomplished 
Greaves,  pulled  out  his  purse,  and  declared, 
that,  as  he  had  bemm  the  engagement,  he 
would  at  least  go  share  and  share  alike  in 
new-caulkingr  their  seams  and  repairing  their 
timbers.  The  knight,  rather  than  enter  into 
a  dispute  with  his  novice,  told  him  he  con- 
sidered the  twenty  guineas  as  given  by  them 
both  in  conjunction,  and  that  they  would 
confer  together  on  that  subject  hereafter. 

This  point  being  adjusted,  Mr  Elmy  as- 
snmed  all  the  solemnity  of  the  magistrate, 
and  addressed  himself  to  Prickle  in  these 
words : — *•  Farmer  Prickle,  I  am  both  sorry 
and  ashamed  to  see  a  man  of  your  years  and 
circumstances  so  little  respected,  that  you 


cannot  find  sufficient  bail  for  forty  pounds ; 
a  sure  testimony  that  you  have  neither  cul- 
tivated the  friendship,  nor  deserved  the  good- 
will of  your  neighbours.  I  have  heard  of 
your  quarrels  and  your  riots,  your  insolence 
and  litigious  disposition,  and  often  wished 
for  an  opportunity  of  giving  you  a  proper 
taste  of  the  law's  correction.  That  oppor- 
tunity now  offers — ^you  have,  in  the  hearing 
of  all  these  people,  poured  forth  a  torrent  of 
abuse  against  me,  both  in  the  character  of  a 
gentleman  and  of  a  magistrate ;  your  abusing 
me  personally,  perhaps  I  should  have  over- 
looked with  the  contempt  it  deserves ;  but 
I  should  ill  vindicate  the  dignity  of  my  office 
as  a  magistrate,  by  suffering  you  to  insult 
the  bench  with  impunity.  I  shall  therefore 
imprison  you  for  contempt,  and  you  shall  re- 
main in  jail,  until  you  can  find  bail  on  the 
other  prosecutions." 

Prickle,  the  first  transports  of  his  anger 
having  subsided,  began  to  be  pricked  with 
the  thorns  of  compunction.  He  was  indeed 
extremely  mortified  at  the  prospect  of  being 
sent  to  iail  so  disgracefully.  His  counte- 
nance fell,  and  after  a  hard  internal  struggle, 
while  the  clerk  was  employed  in  writing  the 
mittimus,  he  said  he  hoped  his  worship  would 
not  send  him  to  prison.  He  begged  pardon 
of  him  and  our  adventurers  for  having  abused 
them  in  his  passion ;  and  observed,  that,  as 
he  had  received  a  broken  head,  and  paid  two- 
and-twenty  guineas  for  his  folly,  he  could 
not  be  said  to  have  escaped  altogether  with- 
out punishment,  even  if  the  plaintiff  should 
agree  to  exchange  releases. 

Sir  Launcelot,  seeing  this  stubborn  rustic 
effectually  humbled,  became  an  advocate  in 
his  favour  with  Mr  Elmy  and  Tom  Clarke, 
who  forgave  him  at  his  request ;  and  a  mu- 
tual release  being  executed,  the  farmer  was 
permitted  to  depart.  The  populace  were  re- 
galed at  our  adventurer's  expense ;  and  the 
men,  women,  and  children,  who  had  been 
wounded  or  bruised  in  the  battle,  to  the  num- 
ber of  ten  or  a  dozen,  were  desired  to  wait 
upon  Mr  Elmy  in  the  morning,  to  receive  the 
knight's  bounty.  The  justice  was  prevailed 
upon  to  spend  the  evening  with  Sir  Launce- 
lot and  his  two  companions,  for  whom  sup- 
per  was  bespoke ;  but  the  first  thing  the  cook 
prepared,  was  a  poultice  for  Crowe's  head, 
which  was  now  enlarged  to  a  monstrous  ex- 
hibition. Our  knight,  who  was  all  kindness 
and  complacency,  shook  Mr  Clarke  by  the 
hand,  expressing  his  satisfaction  at  meeting 
with  his  old  friends  again,  and  told  him 
softly,  that  he  had  compliments  for  him  from 
Mrs  Dolly  Cowslip,  who  now  lived  with  his 
Aurelia. 

Clarke  was  confounded  at  this  intelligence, 
and  after  some  hesitation, — **  Lord  bless  my 
soul !"  cried  he,  "  I'll  be  shot  then,  if  the 
pretended  Miss  Meadows  wa'n't  the  same  as 
Miss  Darnel !"  He  then  declared  himself 
extremely  glad  that  poor  Dolly  had  got  kfto 
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Buch  an  ajrreeable  situation,  passed  many 
warm  encomiums  on  her  ^odness  of  heart 
and  virtuous  inclinations,  and  concluded 
with  appealing  to  the  knight,  whether  she 
did  not  look  very  pretty  in  her  green  Joseph  1 
In  the  mean  time,  he  procured  a  plaster  for 
his  own  head,  and  helped  to  apply  the  poul- 
tice to  that  of  his  uncle,  who  was  sent  to 
bed  betimes  with  a  moderate  dose  of  sack- 
whey,  to  promote  perspiration.  The  other 
three  passed  the  evening  to  their  mutual 
satisfaction ;  and  the  justice,  in  particular, 
grew  enamoured  of  the  knight's  character, 
dashed  as  it  was  with  extravagance. 

Let  us  now  leave  them  to  the  enjoyment 
of  a  sober  and  rational  conversation,  and  give 
some  account  of  other  guests  who  arrived 
late  in  the  evening,  and  here  fixed  their 
night-quarters. — But  as  we  have  already  tres- 
passed on  the  reader's  patience,  we  shall 
give  him  a  short  respite  until  the  next  chap- 
ter makes  its  appearance. 


CHAPTER  XVin. 

In  tohich  the  rays  of  chivalry  shine  with 
renovated  lustre, 

Ovn  hero  little  dreamed  that  he  had  a  for- 
midable rival  in  the  person  of  the  knight 
who  arrived  about  eleven  at  the  sign  of  the 
St  Creorge,  and,  by  the  noise  he  made,  gave 
intimation  of  his  importance.  This  was  no 
other  than  Squire  Sycamore,  who  having  re- 
ceived advice  that  Miss  Aurelia  Darnel  had 
eloped  from  the  place  of  her  retreat,  imme- 
diately took  the  neld  in  quest  of  that  lovely 
fugitive:  hoping  that,  should  he  have  the 
good  fortune  to  find  her  in  her  present  dis- 
tress, his  good  offices  would  not  be  rejected. 
He  had  followed  the  chase  so  close,  that  im- 
mediately after  our  adventurer's  departure, 
he  alighted  at  the  inn  from  whence  Aurelia 
had  been  conveyed,  and  there  he  learned  the 
particulars  which  we  have  related  above. 

Mr  Sycamore  had  a  great  deal  of  the 
childish  romantic  in  his  disposition,  and  in 
the  course  of  his  amours,  is  said  to  have 
always  taken  more  pleasure  in  the  pursuit 
than  in  the  final  possession.  He  had  heard 
of  Sir  Launcelot's  extravagance,  by  which 
he  was  in  some  measure  infected,  and  he 
dropped  an  insinuation,  that  he  could  eclipse 
his  rival  even  in  his  own  lunatic  sphere. 
This  hint  was  not  lost  upon  his  companion, 
counsellor,  and  buffoon,  the  fiicetious  Davy 
Dawdle,  who  had  some  humour  and  a  great 
deal  of  mischief  in  his  composition.  He 
looked  upon  his  patron  as  a  fool,  and  his 
patron  knew  him  to  be  both  knave  and  fool ; 
yet  the  two  characters  suited  each  other  so 
well,  that  they  could  hardly  exist  asunder. 
Davy  was  an  artful  sycophant,  but  he  did  not 
flatter  in  the  usual  way ;  on  the  contrary,  he 
behaved  en  cavalier,  and  treated  Sycamore, 


on  whose  bounty  he  subsisted^  with  the  most 
sarcastic  familiarity.  Nevertheless,  he  sea- 
soned his  freedom  with  certain  qualifying 
ingredients  that  subdued  the  bitterness  of  it, 
and  was  now  become  so  necessary  to  the 
squire,  that  he  had  no  idea  of  enjoyment 
with  which  Dawdle  was  not  somehow  or 
other  connected.  There  had  been  a  warm 
dispute  betwixt  them  about  the  scheme  of 
contesting  the  prize  with  Sir  Launcelot  in 
the  lists  of  chivalry.  Svcamore  had  insinu- 
ated, that  if  he  had  a  mind  to  play  the  fool, 
he  could  wear  armour,  wield  a  lance,  and 
manage  a  charger,  as  well  as  Sir  Launcelot 
Greaves.  Dawdle  snatching  the  hint,  "T 
had  some  time  ago,"  said  he  "  contrived  a 
scheme  for  you,  which  I  was  afraid  you  had 
not  address 'enough  to  execute — It  would  be 
no  difficult  matter,  in  imitation  of  the  bache- 
lor Sampton  Carrasco,  to  go  in  quest  of 
Greaves  as  a  knight-errant,  defy  him  as  a 
rival,  and  establish  a  compact,  by  which  the 
vanquished  should  obey  the  injunctions  of 
the  victor."  "  That  is  my  very  idea,"  cried 
Sycamore.  "  Your  idea,"  replied  the  other, 
**  had  you  ever  an  idea  of  your  own  concep- 
tion]" Thus  the  dispute  began,  and  was 
maintained  with  greatvehemence,  until  other 
arguments  failing,  the  squire  oflfered  to  lay  a 
wager  of  twenty  guineas.  To  this  proposal 
Dawdle  answered  by  the  interjection  pish ! 
which  inflamed  Sycamore  to  a  repetition  of 
the  defiance.  •*  You  are  in  the  right,"  said 
Dawdle,  *'  to  use  such  an  argument  as  you 
know  is  by  me  unanswerable.  A  wager  of 
twenty  guineas  will  at  any  time  overthrow 
and  confute  all  the  logic  of  the  most  able 
syilogist,  who  has  not  got  a  shilling  in  his 
pocket." 

Sycamore  looked  very  grave  at  this  decla- 
ration, and,  after  a  short  pause,  said,  "  I 
wonder,  Dawdle,  what  you  do  with  all  your 
money  !"  "I  am  surpnsed  you  should  give 
yourself  that  trouble — I  never  ask  what  you 
do  with  yours."  "  You  have  no  occasion  to 
ask,  you  know  pretty  well  how  it  goes." 
"  What !  do  you  upbraid  me  with  your 
favours? — 'tis  mighty  well.  Sycamore." — 
"  Nay,  Dawdle,  I  did  not  intend  to  affront." 
"  Zounds !  affront !  what  d'ye  mean  1"  "  I'll 
assure  you,  Davy,  you  don't  know  me,  if 
you  think  I  coula  be  so  ungenerous  as  to — 
a — ^to" — "  I  always  thought,  whatever  faults 
or  foibles  you  might  have.  Sycamore,  that 
you  was  not  deficient  in  generosity, — though 
to  be  sure  it  is  often  very  absurdly  displayed." 
"  Ay,  that's  one  of  my  greatest  foibles ;  I 
't  refuse  even  a  scoundrel  when  I  think 


can 


he  is  in  want. — ^Here,  Dawdle,  take  that 
note."  *♦  Not  I,  sir, — what  d'ye  mean, — 
what  right  have  I  to  your  notes  1"  •*  Nay, 
but  Dawdle,— come."  **By  no  means — it 
looks  like  the  abuse  of  good-nature, — all  the 
World  knows  you're  good-natured  to  a  fault." 
**Come,  dear  Davy,  you  shall — ^you  must 
oblige  me."    Thus  urged,  Dawdle  accepted 
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the  bank-note  with  great  reluctance,  and  re- 
stored the  idea  to  the  right  owner. 

A  suit  of  armour  being  brought  from  the 
garret  or  armoury  of  his  ancestors,  he  gave 
orders  for  having^  the  pieces  scoured  and 
ftirbished  up ;  and  his  heart  diluted  with  joy 
when  he  reflected  upon  the  superb  figure  he 
should  make  when  cased  in  complete  steel, 
and  armed  at  all  points  for  the  combat. 

When  he  was  fitted  with  the  other  parts. 
Dawdle  insisted  on  buckling  on  his  helmet, 
which  weighed  fifleen  pounds ;  and  the 
headpiece  being  adjusted,  made  such  a  clat- 
ter about  his  ears  with  a  cudgel,  that  his  eyes 
had  almost  started  from  their  sockets.  His 
voice  was  lost  within  the  vizor,  and  his 
friend  affected  not  to  understand  his  mean- 
ing  when  he  made  signs  with  his  gauntlets, 
and  endeavoured  to  close  with  him,  that  he 
might  wrest  the  cudgel  out  of  his  hand.  At 
length  he  desisted,  saying,  "  PU  warrant  the 
helmet  sound  by  its  rising ;"  and  taking  it 
off,  found  the  squire  in  a  cold  sweat.  He 
would  have  achieved  his  first  exploit  on  the 
spot,  had  his  strength  permitted  him  to  as- 
sault Dawdle  ;  but,  what  with  want  of  air, 
and  the  discipline  he  had  undergone,  he  had 
well  nigh  swooned  away  ;  and  before  he  re- 
trieved the  use  of  his  members,  he  was  ap- 
peased by  the  apologies  of  his  companion, 
who  protested  he  meant  nothing  more  than 
to  try  if  the  helmet  was  free  of  cracks,  and 
whether  or  not  it  would  prove  a  good  protec- 
tion to  the  head  it  covered. 

His  excuses  were  accepted ;  the  armour 
was  packed  up,  and  next  morning  Mr  Syca- 
more set  out  from  his  own  house,  accompa- 
nied by  Dawdle,  who  undertook  to  perform 
the  part  of  his  squire  at  the  approaching 
combat.  He  was  also  attended  by  a  servant 
on  horseback,  who  had  charge  of  the  armour, 
and  another  who  blowed  the  trumpet.  They 
no  soonef  understood  that  our  hero  was 
housed  at  the  Greorge,  than  the  trumpeter 
sounded  a  charge,  which  alarmed  Sir  Launce- 
lot  and  his  company,  and  disturbed  honest 
Captain  Crowe  in  the  middle  of  his  first 
sleep.  Their  next  step  was  to  pen  a  chal- 
lenge, which,  when  the  stranger  departed, 
was  by  the  trumpeter  delivered  with  great 
ceremony  into  the  hands  of  Sir  Launcelot, 
who  read  it  in  these  words : — 

«•  To  the  Knight  of  the  Crescent,  greet- 
ing. Whereas  I  am  informed  you  have  the 
presumption  to  lay  claim  to  the  heart  of  the 
peerless  Aurelia  Darnel,  I  give  you  notice 
that  I  can  admit  no  rivalship  in  the  affection 
of  that  paragon  of  beauty;  and  I  expect  that 
you  will  either  resign  your  pretensions,  or 
make  it  appear,  in  single  combat,  according 
to  the  law  of  arms,  and  the  institutions  of 
chivalry,  that  you  are  worthy  to  dispute  her 
&vour  with  him  of  the  Grifiin. 

"  POLYDORB." 

Our  adventurer  was  not  a  little  surprised 
at  this  address,  which  however  lie  pocketed 


in  silence,  and  began  to  reflect,  not  without 
mortification,  that  he  was  treated  as  a  luna- 
tic by  some  person  who  wanted  to  amuse 
himself  with  the  infirmities  of  his  fellow- 
tjreatures.  Mr  Thomas  Clarke,  who  saw  the 
ceremony  with  which  the  letter  was  deliver- 
ed, and  the  emotions  with  which  it  was  read, 
hied  him  to  the  kitchen  for  intelligence,  and 
there  learned  that  the  stranger  was  Squire 
Sycamore.  He  forthwith  comprehended  the 
nature  of  the  billet,  and,  in  the  apprehension 
that  bloodshed  would  ensue,  resolved  to 
alarm  his  uncle,  that  he  might  assist  in 
keeping  the  peace.  He  accordingly  entered 
the  apartment  of  the  captain,  who  had  been 
waked  by  the  trumpet,  and  now  peevishly 
asked  the  meaning  of  that  damned  piping, 
as  if  all  hands  were  called  upon  deck.  Clarke 
having  imparted  what  he  knew  of  the  trans- 
action, together  with  his  own  conjectures, 
the  captain  said,  he  did  not  suppose  as  how 
they  would  engage  by  candle  light;  and 
that,  for  his  own  part,  he  should  turn  out  in 
the  larboard  watcn,  long  enough  before  any 
signals  could  be  hove  out  for  forming  the 
line.  With  this  assurance  the  lawyer  re- 
tired to  his  rest,  where  he  did  not  fail  to 
dream  of  Mrs  Dolly  Cowslip,  while  Sir 
Launcelot  passed  the  niffht  awake,  in  rumi- 
nating  on  the  strange  challenge  he  had  re- 
ceived. He  had  got  notice  that  the  sender 
was  Mr  Sycamore,  and  hesitated  with  him- 
self whether  he  should  not  punish  him  for 
his  impertinence ;  but  when  he  reflected  on 
the  nature  of  the  dispute,  and  the  serious 
consequences  it  might  produce,  he  resolved 
to  decline  the  combat,  as  a  trial  of  right  and 
merit  founded  upon  absurdity*  Even  in  his 
maddest  hours,  he  never  adopted  those  max- 
ims of  knight-errantry  which  related  to  chal- 
lenges. He  always  perceived  the  folly  and 
wickedness  of  defying  a  man  to  mortal  fight, 
because  he  did  not  like  the  colour  of  his 
beard,  or  the  complexion  of  his  mistress ;  or 
of  deciding  by  homicide  whether  he  or  his 
rival  deserved  the  preference,  when  it  was 
the  lady's  prerogative  to  determine  which 
should  be  the  happy  lover.  It  was  his  opi- 
nion that  chivalry  was  an  useful  institution 
while  confined  to  its  original  purposes  of 
protecting  the  innocent,  assisting  the  friend- 
less, and  bringing  the  guilty  to  condign  pun- 
ishment:  but  he  could  not  conceive  how 
these  laws  should  be  answered  by  violating 
every  suggestion  of  reason,  and  every  pre- 
cept of  humanity. 

Captain  Crowe  did  not  examine  the  mat- 
ter so  philosophically.  He  took  it  for  grant- 
ed that  in  the  morning  the  two  knights  would 
come  to  action,  and  slept  sound  on  that  sup- 
position. But  he  rose  before  it  was  day, 
resolved  to  be  somehow  concerned  in  the 
fray;  and  understanding  that  the  stranger 
had  a  companion,  set  him  down  immediately 
for  his  own  antagonist.  So  impatient  was 
he  to  establish  this  secondary  contest,  that 
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bv  day-break  he  entered  the  chamber  of 
l5awdle,  to  which  be  was  directed  by  the 
waiter,  and  roused  him  with  a  hilloai  that 
mijfht  have  been  heard  at  the  distance  of 
half  a  league.  Dawdle,  startled  by  this  ter- 
rific soaad,  sprung  out  of  bed,  and  stood  up- 
right on  the  floor,  before  he  opened  his  eyes 
upon  the  object  bv  which  he  had  been  so 
dreadfully  alarmed.  But  when  he  beheld 
the  head  of  Crowe,  so  swelled  and  swathed, 
so  livid,  hideous,  and  grisly,  with  a  broad 
sword  by  his  side,  and  a  case  of  pistols  in 
his  girdle,  he  believed  it  was  the  apparition 
of  some  murdered  man ;  his  hair  bristled  up, 
his  teeth  chattered,  and  his  knees  knocked : 
he  would  have  prayed,  but  his  tongue  denied 
its  office.  Crowe  seeing  his  perturbation, — 
**  Mayhap,  friend,"  said  he,  **you  take  me 
for  a  buccaneer ;  but  I  am  no  such  person. 
My  name  is  Captain  Crowe.  I  come  not  for 
your  silver  nor  your  gold,  your  rigging  nor 
your  stowage ;  but  oearing  as  how  your 
friend  intends  to  bring  my  friend  Sir  Launce- 
lot  Greaves  to  action,  d'ye  see,  I  desire,  in 
the  way  of  friendship,  that,  while  they  are 
engaged,  you  and  I,  as  their  seconds,  ma^ 
lie  board  and  board  for  a  few  glasses  to  di- 
vert one  another,  d'ye  see."  Dawdle  hear- 
ing this  request,  began  to  retrieve  his  facul- 
ties, and  throwing  himself  into  the  attitude 
of  Hamlet  when  the  ghost  appears,  exclaim- 
ed in  a  theatrical  accent, 

"Angeli  and  ministers  of  grace  defend  as! 
Art  thoaa  spirit  of  grace,  or  goblin  damn'd?*' 

As  he  seemed  to  bend  his  eye  on  vacancv, 
the  captain  began  to  think  that  he  really 
saw  something  preternatural,  and  stared 
wildly  round.  Then  addressing  himself  to  the 
terrified  Dawdle— «< Damn'd,'^ said  he,  "for 
what  should  I  be  danui'd  1  If  you  are  afeard 
of  goblins,  brother,  put  your  trust  in  the 
Lord,  and  he'll  prove  a  sheet  anchor  to  you." 
The  other  having  by  this  time  recollected 
himself  perfectly,  continued  notwithstanding 
to  spout  tragedy,  and  in  the  words  of  Mac- 
beth, pronounced, 

*■*  What  man  dare,  I  dare: 
Approach  thoa  like  the  rugged  Russian  bear, 
The  armed  rhinoceros,  or  Hyreanian  tiger: 
Take  any  shape  but  that,  and  my  firm  nerves 
Shall  never  tremble.  "— 

**  'Ware  names,  Jack,"  cried  the  impatient 
mariner,  '*  if  so  be  as  how  you'll  bear  a  hand 
and  rig  yourself,  and  take  a  short  trip  with 
me  into  the  offing,  we'll  overhaul  this  here 
affiiir  in  the  turning  of  a  capstan." 

At  this  juncture  they  were  joined  by  Mr 
S]^camore  in  his  night-gown  and  slippers. 
Disturbed  by  Crgwe's  nrst  salute,  he  had 
sprung  up,  and  now  expressed  no  small  as- 
tonishment  at  first  sight  of  the  novice's 
countenance.  After  having  gazed  alter- 
nately at  him  and  Dawdle, — "  Who  have 
you  got  here."  said  he,  "raw  head  and 


bloody  bones  1"  When  his  friend,  slipping 
on  his  clothes,  gave  him  to  understand  that 
this  was  a  friend  of  Sir  Launcelot  Greaves, 
and  explained  the  purport  of  his  errand,  he 
treated  him  with  more  civility.  He  assured 
him  that  he  should  have  the  pleasure  to 
break  a  spear  with  Mr  Dawdle ;  and  signi- 
fied his  surprise  that  Sir  Launcelot  had  not 
made  an  answer  to  his  letter.  It  being  by 
this  time  clear  day-light,  and  Crowe  ex- 
tremely interested  in  this  affiiir,  he  broke 
without  ceremony  into  the  knight's  chamber, 
and  told  him  abruptly  that  the  enemy  had 
brought  to,  and  waited  for  his  coming  np« 
in  order  to  begin  the  action. — *'  I've  hailed 
his  consort,"  said  he,  "  a  shambling  chatter- 
ing fellow :  he  took  me  first  for  a  hobgoblin, 
then  called  me  names,  a  tiger,  a  wiynose* 
o'ross,  and  a  Persian  bear ;  but  egad,  if  I 
come  athwart  him,  I'll  make  him  look  like 
the  bear  and  ragged  staff  before  we  part — ^I 
wool—" 

This  intimation  was  not  received  with  that 
alacrity  which  the  captain  expected  to  find 
in  our  adventurer,  who  told  him  in  a  peremp- 
tory tone,  that  he  had  no  design  to  come  to 
action,  and  desired  to  be  left  to  his  repose. 
Crowe  forthwith  retired  crest-fallen,  and 
muttered  something,  which  was  never  dis- 
tinctly heard. 

About  eight  in  the  morning  Mr  Dawdle 
brought  him  a  formal  message  from  the 
knight  of  the  Griffin,  desiring  ne  would  ap- 
point the  lists,  and  give  security  of  the  field. 
To  which  request  he  made  answer  in  a  very 
composed  and  solemn  accent, — <'  If  the  per*, 
son  who  sent  you  thinks  I  have  injured  him, 
let  him,  without  disguise  or  any  such  ridicu- 
lous ceremony,  explain  the  nature  of  the 
wrong ;  and  then  I  shall  give  such  satisfac- 
tion as  may  suit  my  conscience  and  my  chfu 
racter.  If  he  hath  bestowed  his  afilection 
upon  any  particular  object,  and  looks  upon 
me  as  a  favourite  rival,  I  shall  not  wrong  the 
lady  so  much  as  to  take  any  step  that  may 
prejudice  her  choice,  especially  a  step  that 
contradicts  my  own  reason  as  much  as  it 
would  outrage  the  laws  of  my  country.  Jf 
he  who  calls  himself  knight  of  the  Griffin  is 
really  desirous  of  treading  in  the  paths  of 
true  chivalry,  he  will  not  want  opportunities 
of  signalizing  his  valour  in  the  cause  of  vir- 
tue. Should  he,  notwithstanding  this  decla- 
ration, offer  violence  to  me  in  the  course  of 
my  occasions,  he  will  always  find  me  in  a 
posture  of  defence ;  or,  should  he  persist  in 
repeating  his  importunities,  I  shall  without 
ceremony  chastise  the  messenger."  His  de- 
clining the  combat  was  interpreted  into  fear 
by  Mr  Sycamore,  who  now  became  more  in^ 
Solent  and  ferocious,  on  the  supposition  of 
our  kni^t's  timidity.  Sir  Launcelot  mean- 
while went  to  breakfast  with  his  friends,  and 
having  put  on  his  armour,  ordered  the  horses 
to  be  brought  forth.  Then  he  paid  the  biU,  and 
walking  deliberately  to  the  gate,  in  presenoe 
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of  Squire  Sycamore  and  his  attendants, 
vaulted  at  one  springs  into  the  saddle  of  Bron- 
zomarte,  whose  neighing  and  curveting  pro- 
claimed the  joy  .he  tblt  in  being  mounted  by 
his  accomplished  master. 

Though  the  knight  of  the  Griffin  did  not 
think  proper  to  insult  his  rival  personally, 
his  friend  Dawdle  did  not  fail  to  crack  some 
jokes  on  the  figure  and  horsemanship  of 
Crowe,  who  again  declared  he  should  be 
^ad  to  fall  in  with  him  upon  the  voyage ; 
nor  did  Mr  Clarke's  black  patch  and  rueful 
countenance  pass  unnoticed  and  unridiculed. 
As  for  Timothy  Crabshaw,  he  beheld  his 
brother  squire  with  the  contempt  of  a  vete- 
ran ;  and  Gilbert  paid  him  his  compliments 
with  his  heels  at  parting :  but  when  our  ad- 
venturer and  his  retinue  were  clear  of  the 
inn,  Mr  Sycamore  ordered  his  trumpeter  to 
sound  a  retreat,  by  way  of  triumph  over  his 
antagonist. 

Perhaps  lie  would  have  contented  himself 
with  this  kind  of  victory,  had  not  Dawdle 
further  inflamed  his  envy  and  ambition,  by 
launching  out  in  praise  of  Sir  Launcelot. 
He  observed,  that  his  countenance  was  open 
and  manly ;  his  jointa  strong  knit,  and  his 
form  unexceptionable ;  that  he  trod  like  Her- 
cules, and  vaulted  into  the  saddle  like  a 
winged  Mercury :  nay,  he  even  hinted  it  was 
lucky  for  Sycamore  that  the  knight  of  the 
Crescent  happened  to .  be  so  pacilcally  dis- 
posed. His  patron  sickened  at  th^se  praises, 
and  took  fire  at  the  last  observation.  He  af- 
fected to  undervalue  personal  beauty,  though 
the  opinion  of  the  world  had  been  favourable 
to  himself  in  that  particular :  he  said  he  was 
at  least  two  inches  taller  than  Greaves ;  and 
as  to  shape  and  air,  he  would  make  no  com- 
parisons ;  but  with  respect  to  riding,  he  was 
sure  he  had  a  better  seat  than  Sir  Launcelot, 
and  would  wager  five  hundred  to  fifty  gui- 
neas, that  he  would  unhorse  him  at  the  first 
encounter.  *'  There  is  no  occasion  for  lay- 
ing wagers,"  replied  Mr  Dawdle,  **  the  doubt 
may  be  determined  in  half  an  hour — Sir 
Launcelot  is  not  a  man  to  avoid  you  at  full 
gallop."  Sycamore,  after  some  hesitation, 
declared  he  would  follow  and  provoke  him 
to  battle,  on  condition  that  Dawdle  would 
engage  Crowe ;  and  this  condition  was  ac- 
cepted :  for,  though  Davy  had  no  stomach 
to  the  trial,  he  could  not  readily  find  an  ex- 
cuse for  declining  it;  besides,  he  had  dis- 
covered the  captain  to  be  a  very  bad  horse- 
man, and  resolved  to  eke  out  his  own  scanty 
valour  with  a  border  of  ingenuity.  The  ser- 
vants were  immediately  ordered  to  unpack 
the  armour,  and,  in  a  little  time,  Mr  Syca- 
•more  made  a  very  formidable  appearance. 
But  the  scene  that  followed  is  too  impor- 
tant to  be  huddled  in  at  the  end  of  a 
chapter:  and  therefore  we  shall  reserve  it 
for  a  more  Gonapicuoas  place  in  these  me- 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 

Containing  the  achievements  of  the  knights 
of  the  Griffin  and  Crescent, 

Mr  Sycamore,  alias  the  knight  of  the  Griffin, 
so  denominated  from  a  griffin  painted  on  his 
shield,  bein^  armed  at  all  points,  and  his 
friend  Dawdle  provided  with  a  certain  imple- 
ment) which  he  flattered  himself  would  in- 
sure a  victory  over  the  novice  Crowe,  they 
set  out  from  the  George,  with  their  attend- 
ants, in  all  the  elevation  of  hope,  and  pranced 
along  the  highway  that  led  towards  London,  v 
that  being  the  road  which  our  advei^tu- 
rer  pursued.  As  they  were  extremely  well 
mounted,  and  proceeded  at  a  round  pace, 
they  in  less  than  two  hours  came  up  with 
Sir  Launcelot  and  his  company  :  and  Syca^ 
more  sent  another  formal  defiance  to  the 
knight  by  his  trumpeter.  Dawdle  having,  for 
good  reasons,  declined  that  office: 

Our  adventurer  hearing  himself  thus  ad- 
dressed, and  seeing  his  rival,  who  bad  passed 
him,  posted  to  obstruct  his  progress,  armed 
cap-a-pee,  with  his  lance  in  the  rest,  deter- 
mined to  give  the  satisfaction  that  was  re- 
quired, and  desired  that  the  regulations  of 
the  combat  mi^ht  be  established.  The 
knight  of  the  Griffin  proposed  that  the  van- 
quished party  should  resign  all  pretensions 
to  Miss  Aurelia  Darnel,  in  favour  of  the 
victor;  that  while  the  principals  were  en- 
gaged, his  friend  Dawdle  should  run  a  tilt 
with  Captain  Crowe :  that  Squire  Crabshaw . 
and  Mr  Sycamore's  servant  should  keep 
themselves  in  readiness  to  assist  their  re- 
spective masters  occasionally,  according  to 
the  law  of  arms ;  and  that  Mr  Clarke  should 
observe  the  motions  of  the  trumpeter,  whose 
province  was  to  sound  the  chai^  to  battle. 

Our  knight  agreed  to  these  regulations, 
notwithstanding  the  earnest  and  pathetic  re- 
monstrances of  the  younff  lawyer,  who,  with 
tears  in  his  eyes,  conjured  all  the  combatants 
in  their  turn  to  refirain  from  an  action  that 
might  be  attended  with  bloodshed  and  mur- 
der, and  was  contrary  to  the  laws  both  of 
God  and  man.  In  vain  he  endeavoured  to 
move  them  by  tears  and  entreaties,  by  threat- 
ening them  with  prosecutions  in  this  world, 
and  pains  and  penalties  in  the  next ;  they 
persisted  in  their  resolution,  and  his  uncle 
would  have  begun  hostilities  on  his  carcass, 
had  he  not  been  prevented  by  Sir  Launcelot, 
who  exhorted  Clarke  to  retire  from  the  field, 
that  he  mij?ht  not  be  involved  in  the  conse- 
quences of  the  combat.  He  relished  this 
advice  so  well,  that  he  had  actually  moved 
ofiT  to  some  distance ;  but  jiis  apprehensions 
and  concern  for  his  firiends  co-operating  with 
an  insatiable  curiosity,  detained  him  in  sight 
of  the  engafferoent. 

The  twolmights  having  fairly  divided  the 
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ffTound,  and  the  same  precautions  being  taken  i 
by  the  seconds,  on  another  part  of  the  field,  I 
Sycamore  began  to  be  invaded  with  some 
scruples,  which  were  probably  engendered 
by  tne  martial  appearance  and  well  known 
character  of  his  antagonist.  The  confidence 
which  he  had  derived  from  the  reluctance 
of  Sir  Launcelot  now  vanished,  because  it 
plainly  appeared  that  the  knight's  backward- 
ness was  not  owing  to  personal  timidity; 
and  he  foresaw  that  the  prosecution  of  this 
joke  might  be  attended  with  very  serious 
consequences  to  his  own  life  and  reputation. 
He  therefore  desired  a  parley,  in  which  be 
obflerved,  his  affection  for  Miss  Darnel  was 
of  such  a  delicate  nature,  that,  should  the 
discomfiture  of  his  rival  contribute  to  make 
her  unhappy,  his  victory  must  render  him 
the  most  miserable  wretch  upon  earth.  He 
proposed,  therefore,  that  her  sentiments  and 
choice  should  be  ascertained  before  they 
proceeded  to  extremity. 

Sir  Launcelot  declared  that  he  was  much 
more  afiiiid  of  combating  Aurelia's  inclina- 
tion, than  of  opposing  the  knight  of  the 
Griffin  in  arms;  and  that  if  he  had  the 
least  reason  to  think  Mr  Sycamore,  or  any 
other  person,  was  distinguished  by  her  pre- 
ference, he  would  instantly  ^ve  up  his  suit  as 
desperate.  At  the  same  time,  he  observed, 
that  Sycamore  had  proceeded  too  far  to  re- 
tract ;  that  he  had  insulted  a  gentleman,  and 
not  only  challenged,  but  even  pursued  him, 
and  blocked  up  his  passage  in  the  public 
highway ;  outrages  which  he  (Sir  Launcelot) 
would  not  suffer  to  pass  unpunished.  Ac- 
cordingly, he  insisted  on  the  combat,  on  pain 
of  treating  Mr  Sycamore  as  a  craven  and  a 
recreant.  This  declaration  was  reinforced 
by  Dawdle,  who  told  him,  that,  should  he 
now  decline  the  engagement,  all  the  world 
would  look  upon  him  as  an  infamous  poltroon. 

These  two  observations  gave  a  necessary 
fillip  to  the  courage  of  the  challenger.  The 
parties  took  their  stations,  the  trumpet  sound- 
ed to  charfle,  and  the  combatants  began  their 
career  witngreat  impetuosity.    Whether  the 

fleam  of  Sir  Launcelot's  arms  affHghted 
(r  Sycamore's  steed,  or  some  other  object 
had  an  unlucky  effect  on  his  eye-sight,  cer- 
tain it  is,  he  started  at  about  midway,  and 
gave  his  rider  such  a  violent  shake,  as  dis- 
composed his  attitude,  and  disabled  him 
tVom  using  his  lance  to  the  best  advantage. 
Had  our  hero  continued  his  career  with  nis 
lance  couched,  in  all  probability  Sycamore's 
armour  would  have  proved  but  a  bad  defence 
to  his  carcass ;  but  Sir  Launcelot,  perceiving 
his  rival's  spear  unrested,  had  just  time  to 
throw  up  the  point  of  his  own,  when  the 
two  horses  closed  with  such  a  shock,  that 
Sycamore,  already  wavering  in  the  saddle, 
^tns  overtlurown,  and  his  armour  crashed 
around  him  as  he  fell. 
.   The  victoTt  aemag  him  lie  without  motion, 


alighted  immediately,  and  began  to  rnibncUe 
his  helmet,  ii^  which  office  he  was  assisted 
by  the  trumpeter.  When  the  headpiece  was 
removed,  the  hapless  knight  of  the  Griffia 
appeared  in  the  pale  livery  of  death,  though 
he  was  only  in  a  swoon,  from  which  he  soon 
recovered  by  the  effect  of  the  fresh  air,  and 
the  aspersion  of  cold  water,  brought  from  & 
small  pool  in  the  neighbourhood.  When  he 
recognised  his  conqueror  doing  the  offices 
of  humanity  about  his  person,  he  closed  his 
eyes  from  vexation,  told  Sir  Launcelot 
that  his  was  the  fortune  of  the  day,  though 
he  himself  owed  his  mischance  to  the  famt 
of  his  own  horse;  and  observed,  that  this 
ridiculous  affair  would  not  have  happened, 
but  for  the  mischievous  instigation  of  that 
scoundrel  Dawdle,  on  whose  ribs  he  threat* 
ened  to  revenge  this  mishap. 

Perhaps  Captain  Crowe  miffht  have  saved 
him  the  trouble,  had  the  wag  honouraUy  ad- 
hered to  the  institutions  of  chivalry  in  his 
conflict  with  our  novice ;  but  on  this  occa- 
sion his  ingenuity  was  more  commendable 
than  his  courage.  He  had  provided  at  the 
inn  a  blown  bladder,  in  which  several  smooth 
pebbles  were  inclosed ;  and  this  he  slily  fized 
on  the  head  of  his  pole,  when  the  captain 
obeyed  the  signal  of  battle.  Instead  of  bear- 
ing the  brunt  of  the  encounter,  he  turned  out 
or  the  straight  hne,  so  as  to  avoid  the  lanoe 
of  his  antagonist,  and  rattled  his  bladder 
with  such  Meet,  that  Crowe's  horse,  pricking 
up  his  ears,  took  to  his  heels,  and  fled  across 
some  ploughed  land  with  such  precipitation, 
that  tne  rider  was  obliged  to  quit  his  spear, 
and  lay  fast  hold  on  the  mane,  that  he  mitfbt 
not  be  thrown  out  of  the  saddle.  Dawdle, 
who  was  much  better  mounted,  seeing  his 
condition,  rode  up  to  the  unfortunate  novice, 
and  belaboured  his  shoulders  without  fear  of 
retaliation. 

Mr  Clarke,  seeing  his  kinsman  so  rougUy 
handled,  forgot  his  fears,  and  flew  to  his  as- 
sistance; but,  before  he  came  up,  the  ag- 
firessor  had  retired ;  and  now  perceiving  that 
fortune  had  declared  against  his  friend  and 
patron,  very  honourably  abandoned  him  in 
his  distress,  and  went  off  at  full  speed  for 
London. 

Nor  was  Timothy  Crabshaw  without  his 
share  in  the  noble  achievements  of  this  pro* 
pitious  day.  He  had  by  this  time  imbibed 
such  a  tincture  of  errantry,  that  he  firmly 
believed  himself  and  his  master  equally  in* 
vincible  ;  and  this  belief  operating  upon  a 
perverse  disposition,  rendered  him  as  quar- 
relsome in  his  sphere  as  his  master  was  mild 
and  forbearing.  As  he  sat  on  horseback,  in 
the  place  assigned  to  him  and  Sycamore's 
lacquey,  he  managed  Gilbert  in  such  a  man» 
ner,  as  to  invade  with  his  heels  the  poste- 
riors of  the  other's  horse;  and  this  insult 
produced  some  altercation,  which  ended  in 
mutual  assault.    The  footman  handled  the 
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butt-end  of  his  boraewhip  with  great  dexterity 
about  the  head  of  Crabehaw*  who  declared 
afterwards,  that  it  sung  luid  simmered  like  a 
kettle  of  cod-fish :  but  the  squire,  who  un- 
derstood the  nature  of  long-lashes,  as  having 
been  a  carter  from  his  infancy,  found  means 
to  twine  his  thonff  about  the  neck  of  his  an- 
tagonist, and  pull  him  off  his  horse  half 
Btran^ed,  at  the  very  instant  bis  master  was 
thrown  by  Sir  Launcelot  Greaves. 

Having  thus  obtained  the  victory,  he  did 
not  much  regard  the  punctilios  of  chivalry, 
but,  taking  it  for  granted  he  had  a  right  to 
make  the  most  of  his  advantage,  resolved  to 
cury  oft  the  spolia  opima.  Alighting  with 
great  agility, — "  Brotner,"  cried  he,  "  I  think 
as  haw  yawrs  bean't  a  butcher's  horse,  a 
doan't  carry  calves  well — Pse  make  yaw 
knaw  your  churning  days,  I  wool — what,  yaw 
look  as  if  yaw  was  crow-trodden,  you  do- 
now,  you  shall  pay  the  score  vou  have  been 
Fanning  on  my  pate,  you  shall,  brother." 

So  saying,  ne  rifled  his  pockets,  stripped 
him  of  his  hat  and  coat,  and  took  possession 
of  his  master's  portmanteau.  But  he  did  not 
long  enjoy  his  plunder ;  for  the  lacquey  com- 
plaining to  Sir  Launcelot  of  his  having  been 
despoiled,  the  knight  commanded  his  squire 
to  refund,  not  without  menaces  of  subjecting 
him  to  the  severest  chastisement  for  nis  in- 
justice and  ra4>acity.  Timothy  represented, 
with  great  vehemence,  that  he  had  won  the 
spoils  in'  fair  battle,  at  the  expease  of  his 
head  and  shoulders,  which  he  immediately 
uncovered  tx>  prove  his  allegation:  but  his 
remonstrance  having  no  effect  upon  his  mas- 
ter,— **  Wounds !"  cried  he,  **an  I  mun  gee 
thee  back  the  piff,  Pse  gee  thee  back  the 
poke  also ;  Pm  a  drubbing  still  in  thy  debt." 

With  these  words,  he  made  a  most  furious 
attack  upon  the  plaintiff  with  his  horsewhip, 
and,  before  the  knight  could  interpose,  repaid 
the  lacquey  with  interest.  As  an  appurte- 
nance to  Sycamore  and  Dawdle,  he  ran  the 
risk  of  another  assault  from  the  novice  Crowe, 
who  was  so  transported  with  rage  at  the  dis- 
ajrreeable  trick  which  had  been  played  upon 
bim  by  his  fugitive  antagonist,  that  he  could 
not  for  some  time  pronounce  an  articulate 
sound,  but  a  few  broken  interjections,  the 
meaning  of  which  could  not  be  ascertained. 
Snatching  up  his  pole,  he  ran  towards  the 
place  where  Mr  Sycamore  sat  on  the  grass, 
supported  by  the  trumpeter,  and  would  have 
finished  what  our  adventurer  had  left  undone, 
if  the  knight  of  the  Crescent,  with  admirable 
dexterity,  had  not  warded  off  the  blow  which 
he  aimed  at  the  knight  of  the  Griffin,  and 
signified  his  displeasure  in  a  resolute  tone : 
then  he  collared  the  lacquey,  who  was  just 
disengaged  from  the  chastising  hand  of  Crab- 
sluiw,  and,  swinging  his  lance  with  his  other 
hand,  encountered  the  squire's  ribs  by  acci- 
dent. 

Timothy  was  not  slow  in  retuming  the 

'  '  "      witib  the  weapon  which  he  still 
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wielded.  Mr  Clarke,  cunning  up  to  the  as- 
sistance of  his  uncle,  was  opposed  by  the 
lac<juey,  who  seemed  extremely  desirous  of 
seeing  the  enemy  revenge  his  quarrel,  by 
falling  foul  of  one  anothei^  Clarke,  thus 
impeded,  commenced  hostilities  against  the 
footman,  while  Crowe  grappled  with  Crab- 
shaw ;  a  battle-royal  ensued,  and  was  main- 
tained with  great. vigour  and  some  bloodshed 
on  all  sides,  until  the  authority  of  Sir  Laun- 
celot, reinforced  by  some  weighty  remon- 
strances applied  to  the  squire,  put  an  end  te 
the  conflict.  Crabshaw  immediately  desisted, 
and  ran  roaring  to  communicate  nis  griev- 
ances to  Gilbert,  who  seemed  to  sympathize 
very  little  with  his  distress.  The  lacquey 
took  to  his  heels;  Mr  Clarke  wiped  liis 
bloody  nose,  declaring  he  had  a  good  mind 
to  put  the  aggressor  in  the  crown  office ;  and 
Captain  Crowe  continued  to  ejaculate  un- 
connected oaths,  which,  however,  seemed  to 
imply  that  he  was  almost  sick  of  his  new 
profession.  "  D — n  my  eyes,  if  you  call  this 
— start  my  timbers,  brother — ^look  ye,  d'ye 
see — a  lousy*  lubberly,  cowardly  son  of  a — 
among  the  breakers,  a'ye  see — ^loet  my  steer- 
age way— «plit  my  binnacle ;  hawle  away— 
O !  damn  all  arrantry — give  me  a  tight  ves- 
sel,  d'ye  see,  brother, — mayhap  you  mayn't 
— snatch  my—sea  room  and  a  spanking  gale 
dds  heart,  I'll  hold  a  whole  year's — smite 
,  limbs ;  it  don't  signify  talking." 
Our  hero  consoled  our  novice  for  his  dis- 
aster, by  observing,  that,  if  he  had  eot  some 
blows,  he  had  lost  no  honour.  At  toe  same 
time,  he  observed,  that  it  was  very  difficult, 
if  not  impossible,  for  a  man  to  succeed  in  the 
paths  of  chivalry  who  had  passed  the  better 

Eart  of  his  days  in  other  occupations ;  and 
inted,  that,  as  the  cause  which  had  engaged 
him  in  this  way  of  life  no  longer  existed,  he 
was  determined  to  relinquish  a  profession 
which  in  a  peculiar  manner  exposed  him  to 
the  most  disagreeable  incidents.  Crowe 
chewed  the  cuaupon  this  insinuation,  while 
the  other  personages  of  the  drama  were  em- 
ployed in  catchinff  the  horses,  which  had 
given  their  riders  the  slip.  As  for  Mr  Sy- 
camore, he  was  so  bruised  by  his  fall,  that 
it  was  necessary  to  procure  a  litter  for  con- 
veying him  to  the  next  town ;  and  the  ser- 
vant was  dispatched  for  this  convenience. 
Sir  Launcelot  staying  with  him  until  it  arri- 
ved. 

Wlien  he  was  safely  deposited  in  the 
carriage,  our  hero  took  leave  of  him  in  these 
terms. — *'  I  shall  not  insist  upon  your  sub- 
mitting to  the  terms  you  yourself  proposed 
before  this  rencounter.  I  give  you  free 
leave  to  use  all  your  advantages,  in  an  hon- 
ourable way,  for  promoting  your  suit  with 
the  young  lady  of  whom  you  profess  yourself 
enamoured.  Should  you  have  recourse  to 
sinister  practices,  you  will  find  Sir  Launcelot 
Greaves  ready  to  demand  an  account  of  your 
condact,  not  in  the  character  of  a  lunatic 
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knight-errant,  but  ss  a  plain  Euflish  ffcntleo 
man,  jealous  of  his  honour,  and  resolute  in 
hispurpose." 

To  this  address  Mr  Sycamore  made  no 
reply,  but  with  a  sullen  aspect  ordered  the 
carriage  to  proceed ;  and  it  moved  accord- 
ingly to  the  right,  our  hero's  road  to  London 
lying  in  the  other  direction. 

Sir  Launeelot  had  already  exchanged  his 
armour  for  a  ridinfir-coat,  hat,  and  boots ;  and 
Crowe,  parting  with  his  skull-cap  and  leath- 
ern jerkin,  regained,  in  some  respects,  the 
appearance  of  a  human  creature.  Thus 
metamorphosed,  they  pursued  their  way  in 
an  easy  pace;  Mr  Clarke  endeavoured  to 
aipuse  them  with  a  learned  dissertation  on 
the  law,  tending  to  demonstrate  that  Mr  Sy- 
camoire  was,  by  his  behaviour  on  that  day, 
liable  to  three  different  actions,  besides  a 
commission  of  lunacy;  and  that  Dawdle 
might  be  prosecuted  for  having  practised 
subtle  crail  to  the  annoyance  of  his  -uncle, 
over  and  above  an  action  for  assault  and 
battery ;  because,  for  why  1  The  said  Crowe 
having  run  away,  as  might  be  ea^fy  proved, 
before  any  blows  were  given,  the  said  Daw- 
dle, by  pursuing  him  even  out  of  the  high 
road,  putting  him  in  fear,  and  committing 
battery  on  his  body,  became,  to  all  intents 
and  purposes,  the  aggressor ;  and  an  indict- 
ment would  lie  in  banco  regis. 

The  captain's  pride  was  so  shocked  at 
these  observations,  that  he  exclaimed  with 
equal  rage  and  impatience, — "  You  lie,  you 
doff,  in  bilkum  regis — you  lie,  I  say,  you 
lubber,  I  did  not  run  away ;  nor  was  I  in 
fear,  d'ye  see.  It  was  my  son  of  a  b— h  of 
a  horse  that  would  not  obey  the  helm,  d'ye 
see,  whereby  I  cou'dn't  use  my  metal,  d'ye 
see.  As  for  the  matter  of  fear,  you  and  fear 
may  kiss  my — So  don't  go  and  heave  your 
stink-pots  at  my  character,  d'ye  see,  or — 
agad  I'll  trim  thee  fore  and  aft  with  a — ^I 
wool."  Tom  protested  he  meant  nothing 
but  a  little  speculation,  and  Crowe  was  ap- 
peased. 

In  the  evening  they  reached  the  town  of 
Bugden  without  any  further  adventure,  and 
passed  the  night  in  great  tranquillity. 

Next  morning,  even  after  the  horses  were 
ordered  to  be  saddled,  Mr  Clarke,  without 
ceremony,  entered  the  apartment  of  Sir 
Launeelot,  leading  in  a  female,  who  proved 
to  be  the  identical  Mrs  Dolly  Cowslip.  This 
young  woman,  advancing  to  the  knight, 
cried, — "  O  Sir  Launeelot !  my  dear  leady, 
my  dear  leady !" — ^but  was  hindered  from  pro- 
ceeding by  a  flood  of  tears,  which  the  tender- 
hearted lawyer  mingled  with  a  plentiful 
shower  of  sympathy. 

Our  adventurer  starting  at  this  exclama-* 
lion, — "  O  Heavens !"  cned  he,  "  where  is 
my  Aurelia?  speak,  where  did  you  leave 
that  jewel  of  my  soul?  answer  me  in  a  mo- 
ment— [  am  all  terror  and  impatience  ?" 

Dolly  having  recollected  herself,  told  him 


that  Mr  Darnel  had  lodged  his  niece  in  the 
new  buildings  by  May  Fair;  that,  on  the 
second  night  after  their  arrival,  a  very  warm 
expostulation  had  passed  between  Aurelia 
and  her  uncle,  who  next  morning  dismissed 
Dolly,  without  permitting  her  to  take  leave 
of  her  mistress,  and  that  same  day  moved  to 
another  part  of  the  town,  as  she  afterwards 
learned  of  the  landlady,  though  she  could 
not  inform  her  whither  they  were  gone; 
that,  when  she  was  turned  away,  John 
Clump,  one  of  the  footmen,  who  pretended 
to  have  a  kindness  for  her,  had  faithfully 
promised  to  call  upon  her,  and  let  her  know 
what  passed  in  the  family ;  Imt  as  he  did  not 
keep  his  word,  and  she  was  an  utter  stran- 
ger in  London,  without  friends  or  settlement, 
she  had  resolved  to  return  to  her  mother, 
and  travelled  so  fsLr  on  foot  since  yesterday 
morning. 

Our  Knight,  who  had  expected  the  most 
dismal  tidings  from  her  lamentable  pream- 
ble, was  pleased  to  find  his  presaging  fears 
disappointed ;  though  he  was  far  from  being 
satisfied  with  the  dismission  of  Doliy,  from 
whose  attachment  to  his  interest,  joined  to 
her  influence  over  Mr  Clump,  he  had  hoped 
to  reap  such  intelligence  as  would  guide  him 
to  the  haven  of  his  desires.  After  a  minute's 
reflection,  he  saw  it  would  be  expedient  to 
carry  back  Mrs  Cowslip,  and  lodge  her  at  the 
place  where  Mr  Clump  had  promised  to  visit 
her  with  intelligence ;  for,  in  all  probability, 
it  was  not  from  want  of  inclination  that  he 
had  not  kept  his  promise. 

Dolly  did  not  express  any  aversion  to  the 
scheme  of  returning  to  London,  where  she 
hoped  once  more  to  rejoin  her  dear  lady,  to 
whom  by  this  time  she  was  attached  by  the 
strongest  ties  of  affection ;  and  her  inclina- 
tion in  this  respect  was  assisted  by  the  con- 
sideration of  naving  the  company  of  the 
young  lawyer,  wh^,  it  plainly  appeared,  had 
made  strange  havoc  in  her  neart,  though  it 
must  be  owned,  for  the  honour  of  this  bloom- 
ing damsel,  that  her  thoughts  had  never  once 
deviated  from  the  paths  of  innocence  and 
virtue.  The  more  Sir  Launeelot  surveyed 
this  agreeable  maiden,  the  more  he  felt  him. 
self  disposed  to  take  care  of  her  fortune ; 
and  from  this  day  he  began  to  ruminate  on  a 
scheme  which  was  afterwards  consummated 
in  her  favour.  In  the  mean  time  he  laid  in- 
junctions on  Mr  Clarke  to  conduct  his  ad- 
dresses to  Mrs  Cowslip  according  to  the 
rules  of  honour  and  decorum,  as  he  valued 
his  countenance  and  friendship.  His  next 
step  was  to  procure  a  saddle-hoxte  for  DoUy, 
who  preferred  this  to  any  other  sort  of  car- 
riage, and  thereby  gratified  the  wish 'of  her 
admirer,  who  longed  to  see  her  on  horse- 
back  in  her  green  joseph. 

The  armour,  including  the  accoutrements 
of  the  novice  and  the  squire,  were  left  in  the 
care  of  the  innkeeper,  and  Timothy  Cnh^ 
shaw  wai  so   metamorphoeed  by  a  pltin 
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livery-frock,  that  even  Gilbert  with  difficulty 
recognised  his  person.  As  for  the  novice 
Crowe,  his  head  had  almost  resumed  its  na- 
tural dimensions,  but  then  his  whole  face 
was  ao  covered  with  a  livid  suffusion,  his 
nose  appeared  so  flat,  and  his  lips  so  tume- 
fied, that  he  mi^ht  very  well  have  passed  for 
a  Cafire  or  Ethiopian.  Every  circumstance 
bein^  now  adjusted,  they  departed  from  Bug- 
den  in  a  regular  cavalcade,  dined  at  Hatfield, 
and  in  the  evening  arrived  at  the  Bull-and- 
Gate  inn  in  Holborn,  where  thev  established 
their  quarters  for  the  night. 


CHAPTER  XX. 

In  which  our  hero  descends  into  the  man- 
sions of  the  damned. 

The  first  step  which  Sir  Launcelot  took  in 
the  morning  that  succeeded  his  arrival  in 
London,  was  to  settle  Mrs  Dolly  Cowslip  in 
lodgings  at  the  house  where  John  Clump 
had  promised  to  visit  her;  as  he  did  not 
doubt  that,  though  the  visit  was  delayed, 
it  would  some  time  or  other  be  perform- 
ed, and  in  that  case  he  might  obtain  some 
intelligence  of  Aurelia.  Mr  Thomas  Clarke 
was  permitted  to  take  up  his  habitation  in 
the  same  house,  on  his  earnestly  desiring  he 
might  be  intrusted  with  the  office  of  convey- 
'ing  information  and  instruction  between 
Dolly  and  our  adventurer.  The  knight  him- 
self resolved  to  live  retired,  until  he  should 
receive  some  tidings  relating  to  Miss  Darnel 
that  would  influence  his  conduct ;  but  he 
proposed  to  frequent  places  of  public  resort 
incognitio,  that  he  might  have  some  chance 
of  meeting  by  accident  with  the  mistress  of 
his  heart. 

Taking  it  for  granted,  that  the  oddities  of 
Crowe  would  help  to  amuse  him  in  his  hours 
of  solitude  and  disappointment,  he  invited 
that  original  to  be  his  guest  at  a  small  house, 
which  he  determined  to  hire  ready  furnished, 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Golden-square.  The 
captain  thanked  him  for  his  courtesy,  and 
frankly  embraced  his  offer,  though  he  did  not 
much  approve  of  the  knight's  choice  in  point 
of  situation.  He  said  he  would  recommend 
him  to  a  special  fi^ood  upper  deck  hard  by  St 
Catherine's  in  Wapping,  where  he  would  be 
delighted  with  the  prospect  of  the  street  for- 
wards, well  frequented  by  passengers,  carts, 
drays,  and  other  carria^s ;  and  having  back- 
wards an  agreeable  view  of  Alderman  Par- 
son's great  bsewhouse,  with  two  hundred 
hogs  feeding  almost  under  the  window.  As 
a  further  inducement,  he  mentioned  the  vici- 
nity of  the  Tower  guns,  which  would  regale 
his  hearing  on  days  of  salutation  ;  nor  did 
he  forget  the  sweet  sound  of  mooring  and 
unmooring  ships  in  the  river,  and  the  pleas- 
ing objects  on  the  other  side  of  the  Thames, 
displayed  in  the  oozy  docks  and  cabbage- 


gardens  of  Rotherhithe.  Sir  Launcelot  was 
not  insensible  to  the  beauties  of  this  land- 
scape, but,  hie  pursuit  lying  another  way,  he 
contented  himself  with  a  less  enchanting 
situation,  and  Crowe  accompanied  him  oat 
of  pure  friendship. 

At  night,  Mr  Clarke  arrived  at  our  hero's 
house  with  tidings  that  were  by  no  means 
agreeable.  He  told  him,  that  Clump  had 
left  a  letter  for  Dolly,  informing  her,  that 
bis  master.  Squire  Darnel,  was  to  set  out 
early  in  the  morning  for  Yorkshire ;  but  be 
coiTld  give  no  account  of  her  lady,  who  had 
the  day  before  been  conveyed,  he  knew  not 
whither,  in  a  hackney-coach,  attended  by  her 
uncle  and  an  ill-looking  fellow,  who  had 
much  the  appearance  of  a  bailiff  or  turnkey, 
so  that  he  feared  she  was  in  trouble.   ^ 

Sir  Launcelot  was  deeply  affected  by  this 
intimation.  His  apprehension  was  even 
roused  by  a  suspicion  that  a  man  of  Darnel's 
violent  temper  and  unprincipled  heart  might 
have  practised  upon  the  life  of  his  lovely 
niece ;  but,  upon  recollection,  he  could  not 
suppose  tlblt  he  had  recourse  to  such  infa- 
mous expedients,  knowing,  as  he  did,  that  an 
account  of  her  would  be  demanded  at  his 
hands,  and  that  it  would  be  easily  proved  he 
had  conveyed  her  from  the  lodgings  in  which 
she  resided. 

His  first  fears  now  gave  way  to  another 
suggestion,  that  Anthony,  in  order  to  intimi- 
date her  into  a  compliance  with  his  propo- 
sals, had  trumped  up  a  spurious  claim  alfainst 
her,  and,  by  virtue  of  a  writ,  confined  her  in 
some  prison  or  spungin^-bouse.  Possessed 
with  this  idea,  he  desired  Mr  Clarke  to 
search  the  sheriff's  office  in  the  morning, 
that  he  might  know  whether  any  such  wnt 
had  been  granted ;  and  he  himself  resolved 
to  make  a  tour  of  the  great  prisons  belonging 
to  the  metropolis,  to  inquire,  if  perchance 
she  might  not  be  confined  under  a  borrowed 
name.  Finally,  he  determined,  if  possible, 
to  apprise  her  of  his  place  of  abode,  b^  a 
paragraph  in  all  the  daily  papers,  signifying, 
that  Sir  Launcelot  Greaves  had  arrived  at  his 
house  near  Golden-square. 

All  these  resolutions  were  punctually  exe- 
cuted. No  such  writ  had  been  taken  out  in 
the  sheriff's  office ;  and  therefore,  our  hero 
set  out  on  his  jail  expedition,  accompanied 
by  Mr  Clarke,  who  had  contracted  some  ac- 
quaintance with  the  commanding  officers  in 
these  garrisons,  in  the  course  of  his  clerkship 
and  practice  as  an  attorney.  The  first  day 
they  spent  in  prosecuting  their  inquiry 
through  the  Gate-house,  Fleet,  and  Marshal- 
sea  ;  the  next  day  they  allotted  to  the  King's 
Bench,  where  they  understood  there  was  & 
grreat  variety  of  prisoners.  There  they  pro- 
posed to  make  a  minute  scrutiny,  by  the  help 
of  Mr  Norten,  the  deputy-manbal,  who  was 
Mr  Clarke's  intimate  friend,  and  bad  nothing, 
at  all  of  the  jailor,  either  in  his  appearance 
or  in  his  disposition,  which  was  remarkably 
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humane  and  benevolent  towards  all  his  fellow- 
creatures. 

The  knieht  having  "bespoke  dinner  at  a 
tavern  in  the  borough,  was,  together  with 
Captain  Crowe,  conducted  to  the  prison  of 
the  King's  Bench,  which  is  situated  in  St 
George's  fields,  about  a  mile  from  the  end  of 
Westminster  bridge,  and  appears  like  a  neat 
little  regular  town,  consisting  of  one  street, 
surrounded  by  a  very  high  wall,  including  an 
open  piece  of  ground,  which  may  be  termed 
a  garden,  where  the  prisoners  take  the  air, 
and  amuse  themselves  with  a  variety  of  di- 
versions. Except  the  entrance,  where  the 
turnkeys  keep  watch  and  ward,  there  is  no- 
thing in  the  place  that  looks  like  a  jail,  or 
bears  the  least  colour  of  restraint.  The 
streel  is  crowded  with  passengers.  Trades- 
men of  all  kinds  here  exercise  their  different 
professions.  Hawkers  of  all  sorts  are  ad- 
mitted to  call  and  vend  their  wares  as  in  any 
open  street  of  London.  Here  are  butchers' 
stands,  chandlers'  shops,  a  surgery,  a  tap- 
house  well  frequented,  and  a  public  kitchen, 
in  which  provisions  are  dressed  "^br  all  the 
prisoners  gratis,  at  the  expense  of  the  pub- 
lican. Here  the  voice  of  misery  never  com- 
plains ;  and,  indeed,  little  else  is  to  be  heard 
but  the  sounds  of  mirth  and  jollity.  At  the 
further  end  of  the  street,  on  the  right  hand, 
is  a  little  paved  court  leading  to  a  separate 
building,  consisting  of  twelve  large  apart- 
ments, called  state  rooms,  well  furnished  and 
fitted  up  for  the  reception  of  the  better  sort 
of  crown  prisoners ;  and  on  the  other  side 
of  the  street,  facing  a  separate  division  of 
ground  called  the  common  side,  is  a  range 
of  rooms  occupied  by  prisoners  of  the  lowest 
order,  who  share  the  profits  of  a  begging 
box,  and  are  maintained  by  this  practice,  and 
some  established  funds  of  charity.  We 
ought  also  to  observe,  that  the  jail  is  provi- 
ded with  a  neat  chapel,  in  which  a  clergyman, 
in  consideration  of  a  certain  salary,  performs 
divine  service  every  Sunday. 

Our  adventurer,  naving  searched  the  books, 
and  perused  the  description  of  all  the  female 
prisoners  who  had  been  for  some  weeks  ad- 
mitted into  the  jail,  obtained  not  the  least 
intelligence  of  his  concealed  charmer,  but 
resolved  to  alleviate  his  disappointment  by 
the  gratification  of  his  curiosity. 

Under  the  auspices  of  Mr  Norton,  he 
made  a 'tour  of  the  prison,  and,  in  particular, 
visited  the  kitchen,  where  he  saw  a  number 
of  spits  loaded  with  a  variety  of  provision, 
consisting  of  butchers'  meat,  poultry,  and 
game:  he  could  not  help  expressing  his 
astonishment  with  uplifted  hands,  and  con- 
gratulating himself  in  secret,  upon  his  being 
a  member  of  that  community  which  had  pro- 
vided ■  such  a  comfortable  asylum  for  the  un- 
fortunate. His  ejaculation  was  interrupted 
by  a  tumultuous  noise  in  the  street ;  and  Mr 
Norton  declaring  he  was  sent  for  to  the 
lodge,  consigned  our  hero  to  the  care  of  one 


Mr  Felton,  a  prisoner  of  a  very  decent  apw 
pearance,  who  paid  his  compliments  with  a 
good  grace,  and  invited  the  company  to 
repose  themselves  in  his  apartment,  which 
was  la^,  commodious,  and  well  funtished. 
When  Sir  Launcelot  asked  the  cause  of  that 
uproar,  he  told  him  that  it  was  the  prelude 
to  a  boxing-match  between  two  of  the  priso- 
ners, to  be  decided  in  the  ground  or  garden 
of  the  place. 

.  Captain  Crowe,  expressing  an  eager  cu- 
riosity to  see  the  battle,  Mr  Felton  assured 
him  there  would  be  no  sport,  as  the  combat- 
ants were  both  reckoned  dunghills  : — "  but  in 
half  an  hour,"  said  he,  "  there  will  be  a  battle 
of  some  consequence  between  two  of  the 
demagogues  of  the  place,  Dr  Crabclaw  and 
Mr  Tapely,  the  first  a  physician,  and  the 
other  a  brewer.  You  must  know,  gentle- 
men, that  this  microcosm,  or  republic  in 
miniature,  is,  like  the  great  world,  split  into 
factions.  Crabclaw  is  the  leader  of  one 
party,  and  the  other  is  headed  by  Tapely ; 
both  are  men  of  warm  and  impetuous  tem- 
pers, and  their  intrigues  have  embroiled  the 
whole  place,  insomuch  that  it  is  dangerous 
to  walk  the  street  on  account  of  the  con- 
tinual skirmishes  of  their  partizans.  At 
len^h  some  of  the  more  sedate  inhabitants 
having  met  and  deliberated  upon  some  rem- 
edy for  these  growing  disoitlers,  proposed 
that  the  dispute  should  be  at  once  decided 
by  single  combat  between  the  two  chiefs, 
who  readily  agreed  to  the  proposal.  The 
match  was  accordingly  made  for  five  guineas, 
and  this  very  day  and  hour  appointed  for 
the  trial,  on  which  considerable  sums  of 
money  are  depending.  As  for  Mr  Norton, 
it  is  not  proper  that  he  should  be  present, 
or  seem  to  countenance  such  violent  pro- 
ceedings, which,  however,  it  is  necessary  to 
connive  at,  as  convenient  vents  for  the  eva- 
poration of  those  humours,  which,  being 
confined,  might  accumulate  and  break  out 
with  greater  fury  in  conspiracy  and  rebellion." 

The  knight  owned  he  could  not  conceive 
by  what  means  such  a  number  of  licentious 
people,  amounting,  with  their  dependents, 
to  above  five  hundred,  were  restrained  with- 
in the  bounds  of  any  tolerable  discipline,  or 
prevented  from  making  their  escape,  which 
they  might  at  any  time  accomplish,  either  by 
stealth  or  open  violence,  as  it  could  not  be 
supposed  that  one  or  two  turnkeys,  continu- 
ally employed  in  opening  and  shutting  the 
door,  could  resist  the  efibrts  of  a  whole 
multitude. 

"  Your  wonder,  good  sir,"  said  Mr  Felton, 
''will  vanish,  when  you  consider  it  is 
hardly  possible  that  the  multitude  should  co- 
operate in  the  execution  of  such  a  scheme ; 
and  that  the  keeper  perfectly  well  under- 
stands the  maxim  divide  et  impera.  Many 
prisoners  are  restrained  by  the  dictates  of 
gratitude  towards  the  deputy-marshal,  whose 
niendship  and  good-ofiices  they  have  ezpe- 
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rienced ;  some  no  doubt  are  actuated  by 
motives  .  of  discretion.  One  party  is  an 
effectual  check  upon  the  other ;  and  I  am 
firmly  persuaded  that  there  are  not  ten 
prisoners  within  the  place  that  would  make 
their  escape,  if  the  doors  were  laid  open. 
This  is  a  step  which  no  man  would  take, 
unless  his  fortune  was  altogether  desperate ; 
because  it  would  oblige  him  to  leave  his 
country  for  life,  and  expose  him  to  the  most 
imminent  risk  of  being  re-taken,  and  treated 
with  the  utmost  severity.  The  majority  of 
the  prisoners  live  in  the  most  lively  hope  of 
being  released  by  the  assistance  of  their 
friends,  the  compassion  of  their  creditors, 
or  the  favour  of  the  legislature.  Some  who 
are  cut  off  from  all  these  proposals,  are  be- 
come naturalized  to  the  place,  knowing  they 
cannot  subsist  in  any  other  situation.  I 
myself  am  one  of  these.  After  having  re- 
signed all  my  effects  for  the  benefit  of  my 
creditors,  I  have  been  detained  these  nine 
years  in  prison,  because  one  (>erson  refuses 
to  sign  my  certificate.  I  have  long  outlived 
all  my  friends  from  whom  I  could  expect  the 
least  countenance  or  favour;  I  am  grown 
old  in  confinement,  and  lay  my  account  with 
ending  my  days  in  jail,  as  the  mercy  of  the 
legislature  in  favour  of  insolvent  debtors  is 
never  extended  to  uncertified  bankrupts 
taken  in  execution.  By  dint  of  industry 
and  the  most  rigid  economy,  I  make  shift  to 
live  independent  in  this  retreat.  To  this 
scene  my  faculty  of  subsisting,  as  well  as 
my  body,  is  peculiarly  confined.  Had  I  an 
opportunity  to  escape,  where  should  I  go  ? 
All  my  views  of  fortune  have  been  long 
blasted.  I  have  no  friends  nor  connections 
in  the  world.  I  must,  therefore,  starve  in- 
some  sequestered  corner,  or  be  recaptivated 
and  confined  forever  to  cldse  prison,  deprived 
of  the  indulgences  which  I  now  enjoy.'* 

Here  the  conversation  was  broken  off  by 
another  uproar,  which  was  the  signal  to 
battle  between  the  doctor  and  his  antago- 
nist. The  company  immediately  adjourned 
to  the  field,  where  the  combatants  were  al- 
ready undressed,  and  the  stakes  deposited. 
The  doctor  seemed  of  the  middle  age  and 
middle  stature,  active  and  alert,  with  an 
atrabilarious  aspect,  and  a  mixture  of  rage 
and  disdain  expressed  in  his  countenance. 
The  brewer  was  large,  raw-boned,  and 
round  as  a  butt  of  beer,  but  very  fat,  un- 
wieldy,  short-winded  and  phlegmatic.  Our 
adventurer  was  not  a  little  surprised  when 
he  beheld,  in  the  character  of  seconds,  a 
male  and  a  female  stripped  naked  from  the 
waist  upwards,  the  latter  ranging  on  the 
side  of  the  physician ;  but  the  commence- 
ment of  the  battle  prevented  his  demanding 
of  his  guide  an  explanation  of  this  pheno- 
menon. The  doctor  retiring  some  paces 
backwards,  threw  himself  into  the  attitude 
of  a  battering  ram,  and  rushed  upon  his  an- 
tagonist with  great  impetuosity,  foreseeing. 


that,  should  he  have  the  good-fortune  to 
overturn  him  in  the  first  assault,  it  would 
not  be  an  easy  task  to  raise  him  up  again, 
and  put  him  in  a  capacity  of  offence.  But 
the  momentum  of  Crabclaw*s  head,  and  the 
concomitant  efforts  of  his  knuckles,  had  no 
effect  upon  the  ribs  of  Tapely,  who  stood 
firm  as  the  Acroceraunian  promontory  ;  and 
stepping  forward  with  his  projected  fist, 
somethmg  smaller  and  soflier  than  a  sledge- 
hammer, struck  the  physician  to  the  ground. 
In  a  trice,  however,  by  the  assistance  of  his 
female  second,  he  was  on  his  legs  again, 
and  grappling  with  his  antagonist,  endea- 
voured to  trip  him  a  fall :  but  instead  of  ac- 
complishing his  purpose,  he  received  a 
cross-buttock,  and  the  brewer  throwing  him- 
self upon  ,him  as  he  fell,  had  well-nigh  smo- 
thered him  on  the  spot.  The  amazon  fiew 
to  his  assistance,  and  Tapely  showing  no 
inclination  to  get  up,  she  smote  him  on  the 
temple  till  he  roared.  The  male  second 
hastening  to  the  relief  of  his  principal,  made 
application  to  the  eyes  of  the  female,  which 
were  immediately  surrounded  with  black 
circles ;  and  she  returned  the  salute  with  a 
blow,  which  brought  a  double  stream  of 
blood  from  his  nostrils,  greeting  him  at  the 
same  time  with  the  opprobrious  appellation 

of  a  lousv  son  of  a  b h.    A  combat  more 

furious  than  the  first  would  now  have  en* 
sued,  had  not  Felton  interposed  with  an 
air  of  authority,  and  insisted  on  the  man's 
leaving  the  field,  an  injunction  which  he 
forthwith  obeyed,  saving, — "  Well,  damme, 
Felton,  you're  my  friend  and  commander ; 

I'll  obey  your  order — ^but  the  b h  will  be 

foul  of  me  before  we  sleep."  Then  Felton 
advancing  to  his  opponent, — "  Madam," 
said  he,  "  I'm  very  sorry  to  see  a  lady  of 
your  rank  and  qualifications  expose  yourself 
in  this  manner — for  God's  sake,  behave  with 
a  little  more  decorum,  if  not  for  the  sake  of 
your  own  family,  at  least  fbr  the  credit  of 
your  sex  in  general."  "  Hark  ye,  Felton," 
said  she,  **  decorum  is  founded  upon  a  dflli- 
cacy  of  sentiment  and  deportment,  which 
cannot  consist  with  the  disgraces  of  a  jail, 
and  the  miseries  of  indigence.  But  I  see 
the  dispute  is  now  terminated,  and  the  money 
is  to  be  drank  ;  if  you'll  dine  with  us,  yon 
shall  be  welcome ;  if  not,  you  may  die  in 
your  sobriety,  a^i^d  be  damned." 

By  this  time  the  doctor  had  given  out, 
and  allowed  the  brewer  to  be  the  better  man ; 
yet  he  would  not  honour  the  festival  with 
his  presence,  but  retired  to  his  chamber, 
exceedingly  mortified  at  his  defeat.  Our 
hero  was  reconducted  to  Mr  Felton's  apart, 
ment,  where  he  sat  some  time  without  open- 
ing his  mouth,  so  astonished  he  was  at 
what  he  had  seen  and  heard. 

"I  perceive,  sir,"  said  the  prisoner,  "you 
are  surprised  at  the  manner  in  which  I  ac* 
costed  that  unhappy  woman ;  and  perhaps 
you  will  be  more  surprised  when  you  hear 
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that  within  these  eighteen  months  she  was 
actually  a  person  orfashion,  and  her  oppo- 
nent, who  by>the-bye  is  her  husband,  uni- 
versally respected  as  a  man  of  honour  and 
a  brave  officer."  *'  I  am  indeed,"  cried  our 
hero,  '*  overwhelmed  with  amazement  and 
concern,  as  well  as  stimulated  by  an  eager 
curiosity  to  know  the  fatal  causes  which  have 
produced  such  a  deplorable  reverse  of  charac- 
ter and  fortune.  But  I  wiU  rein  my  curiositv 
till  the  afternoon,  if  you  will  favour  me  with 
your  company  at  a  tavern  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, where  1  have  bespoke  dinner,  a  favour 
which  I  hope  Mr  Norton  will  have  no  oh- 
jection  to  your  granting,  as  he  himself  is  to 
be  of  the  party."  The  prisoner  thanked  him 
'  for  his  kind  invitation,  and  they  adjourned 
immediately  to  the  place,  takmg  up  the 
deputy-marshal  in  their  passage  tlm)ugh  the 
loage  or  entrance  of  the  prison. 


CHAPTER  XXL 

Containing  further  anecdotes  relating  to 
the  children  of  wretchedness. 

Dinner  being  cheerfuUy  discussed,  and  our 
adventurer  expressing  an  eager  desire  to 
know  the  history  of  the  male  and  female  who 
had  acted  as  squires  or  seconds  to  the  cham- 
pions of  the  King's  Bench,  Felton  gratified 
nis  curiosity  to  this  effect : 

'<A11  that  I  know  of  Captain  Clewline, 
previous  to  his  commitment,  is,  that  he  was 
commander  of  a  sloop  of  war,  and  bore  the 
reputation  of  a  gallant  officer ;  that  he  mar- 
ried the  daughter  of  a  rich  merchant  in  the 
city  of  London,  against  the  inclination,  and 
without  the  knov^cdge,  of  her  father,  who 
renounced  her  for  this  act  of  disobedience : 
that  the  captain  consoled  himself  for  the 
rigour  of  the  parent,  with  the  possession  of 
the  lady,  who  was  not  only  remarkably  beau- 
tiful in  person,  but  highly  accomplished  in 
her  mind,  and  amiable  in  her  disposition. 
Such,  a  few  months  ago,  were  those  two 
persons  whom  you  saw  acting  in  such  a  vul- 
gar capacity.  When  they  first  entered  the 
prison,  they  were  undoubtedly  the  hand- 
somest couple  mine  eyes  ever  beheld,  and 
their  appearance  won  universal  respect  even 
from  the  most  brutal  inhabitants  of  the  jail. 

**The  captain,  having  unwarily  involved 
himself  as  a  security  for  a  man  to  whom  he 
had  lain  under  obligations,  became  liable  for 
a  considerable  sum  ;  and  his  own  father-in- 
law  being  the  sole  creditor  of  the  bankrupt, 
took  this  opportunity  of  wreaking  vengeance 
upon  him  for  having  espoused  his  daughter. 
He  watched  an  opportunity  until  the  captain 
had  actually  stepped  into  a  post-chaise  with 
his  lady  for  Portsmouth,  where  his  ship  lay, 
and  caused  him  to  be  arrested  in  the  most 

Eublic  and  shameful  manner.    Mrs  Clewline 
ad  liked  to  have  sunk  under  the  first  trans- 


ports of  her  grief  and  mortification ;  but  them 
subsiding,  she  had  recourse  to  personal  Boli« 
citation.  She  went  with  her  only  child  in 
her  arms,  a  lovely  boy,  to  her  father's  dooTf 
and  being  denied  admittance,  kneeled  down 
in  the  street,  imploring  his  compassion  in 
the  most  pathetic  strain ;  but  this  hard- 
hearted citizen,  instead  of  recognizing  his 
thild,  and  taking  the  poor  mourner  to  his 
bosom,  insulted  her  from  the  window  with 
the  most  bitter  reproach,  saying,  among  other 
shocking  expressions, — *  Strumpet,  take  your- 
self away  with  your  brat,  otherwise  I  shall  send 
for  the  beadle,  and  have  you  to  Bridewell.' 

*'The  unfortunate  lady  was  cut  to  the 
heart  by  this  usage,  and  fainted  in  the  street, 
from  whence  she  was  conveyed  to  a  public 
house  by  the  charity  of  some  passengers. 
She  afterwards  attempted  to  soften  the  bar- 
barity of  her  fiither  by  repeated  letters,  and 
by  interesting  some  of  his  friends  to  inter- . 
cede  with  him  in  her  behalf;  but  all  her  en- 
deavours proving;  ineffcctuaJ,  she  accompa- 
nied her  husband  to  the  prison  of  the  Kin^s 
Bench,  where  she  must  have  felt,  in  the 
severest  manner,  the  fatal  reverse  of  circum- 
stances to  which  she  was  exposed. 

"  The  captain  being  disabled  from  going 
to  sea,  was  superseded,  and  he  saw  aU  his 
hopes  blasted  in  the  midst  of  an  active  war, 
at  a  time  when  he  had  the  fairest  prospects 
of  fame  and  fortune.  He  saw  himself  re- 
duced to  extreme  poverty,  cooped  up  with 
the  tender  partner  of  his  heart  in  a  wretched 
hovel,  amidst  the  refuse  of  mankind,  and  on 
the  brink  of  wanting  the  common  necessaries 
of  life.  The  mind  of  man  is  ever  ingenious 
in  finding  resources.  He  comforted  his  lady 
with  vain  hopes  of  having  friends  who  would 
effect  his  deliverance,  and  repeated  assu- 
ranees  of  this  kind  so  long,  that  he  at  length 
began  to  think  they  were  not  altogether  void 
of  foundation. 

"  Mrs  Clewline,  from  a  principle  of  duty, 
recollected  aU  her  fortitude,  that  she  might 
not  only  bear  her  fate  with  patience,  but 
even  contribute  to  alleviate  the  woes  of  her 
husband,  whom  her  affection  had  ruined. 
She  affected  to  believe  the  suggestions  of 
his  pretended  hope ;  she  interchanged  with 
him  assurances  of  better  fortune ;  her  ap- 
pearance exhibited  a  calm,  while  her  heart 
was  torn  with  anguish.  She  assisted  him  in 
writing  letters  to  former  friends,  the  last 
consolation  of  the  wretched  prisoner;  she 
delivered  these  letters  with  her  own  hand, 
and  underwent  a  thousand  mortifying  re- 
pulses, the  most  shocking  circumstances  of 
which  she  concealed  from  her  husband.  She 
performed  all  the  menial  offices  in  her  own 
little  family,  which  was  maintained  by  pawn- 
ing her  apparel ;  and  both  the  husband  and 
wife,  in  some  measure,  sweetened  their  cares, 
by  prattling  and  toying  with  their  charming 
little  boy,  on  whom  they  doated  with  an  en- 
thusiasm of  fondness.    Yet  even  this  plea- 
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sure  was  mingled  with  the  most  tender  and 
melancholy  regret.  I  have  seen  the  mother 
hang  over  him  with  the  most  aJSecting  ex- 
pression of  this  kind  in  her  aspect,  the  tears 
contending  with  the  smiles  upon  her  coun- 
tenance, while  she  exclaimed, — <Alas!  my 
poor  prisoner,  little  did  your  mother  once 
think  she  should  be  obliged  to  nurse  you  in 
a  jail.'  The  captain's  paternal  love  was 
dashed  with  impatience.  He  would  snatch 
up  the  boy  in  a  transport  of  grief,  press  him 
to  his  breast,  devour  him  as  it  were  with 
kisEies,  throw  up  his  eyes  to  heaven  in  the 
most  emphatic  silence ;  then  convey  the  child 
hastily  to  his  mother's  arms,  pull  his  hat  over 
his  eyes,  stalk  out  into  the  common  walk, 
and,  finding  himself  alone,  break  out  into 
tears  and  lamentations. 
.  '<  Ah !  little  did  this  unhappy  couple  know 
what  further  griefs  awaited  them!  The 
small-pox  broke  out  in  the  prison,  and  poor 
Tommy  Clewline  was  infected.  As  the 
eruption  appeared  unfavourable,  you  may 
conceive  the  consternation  with  which  they 
were  overwhelmed.  Their  distress  was  ren- 
dered inconceivable  by  indigence ;  for  by  this 
time  they  were  so  destitute,  that  they  could 
neither  pay  for  common  attendance,  nor  pro- 
cure proper  advice.  I  did  on  that  occasion 
what  I  thou|[ht  my  duty  towards  my  fellow- 
creatures.  I  wrote  to  a  physician  of  my 
acquaintance,  who  was  humane  enough  to 
visit  the  poor  little  patient;  I  engt^ed  a 
careful  woman  as  a  nurse,  and  Mr  Norton 
supplied  them  with  money  and  necessaries. 
These  helps  were  barely  sufficient  to  preserve 
them  from  the  horrors  of  despair,  when  they 
saw  their  little  darling  panting  under  the 
rage  of  a  loathsome  pestilential  malady,  du- 
ring the  excessive  heat  of  the  dog-days,  and 
struggling  for  breath  in  the  noxious  atmos- 
phere of  a  confined  cabin,  where  they  scarce 
had  room  to  turn,  on  the  most  necessary 
occasions.  The  eager  curiosity  with  which 
the  mother  eyed  the  doctor's  looks,  as  often 
as  he  visited  the  boy ;  the  terror  and  trepida- 
tion of  the  father,  while  he  desired  to  know 
his  opinion ;  in  a  word,  the  whole  tenor  of 
their  distress  baffled  all  description. 

"  At  length  the  physician,  for  the  sake  of 
his  own  character,  was  obliged  to  be  explicit, 
and  returning  with  the  captain  to  the  com- 
mon walk,  told  him,  in  my  hearing,  that  the 
child  could  not  possibly  recover.  This  sen- 
tence seemed  to  have  petrified  the  unfor- 
tunate parent,  who  stood  motionless,  and 
seemingly  bereft  of  sense.  I  led  him  to  my 
apartment,  where  he  sat  a  fuU  hour  in  that 
state  of  stupefaction ;  then  he  began  to  groan 
hideously ;  a  shower  of  tears  burst  from  his 
eyes;  he  threw  himself  on  the  floor,  and 
uttered  the  most  piteous  lamentation  that 
ever  was  heard.  Meanwhile,  Mrs  Norton 
being  made  acquainted  with  the  doctor's 
prognostic,  visited  Mrs  Clewline,  and  invited 
ner  to  the  lodge.    Her  prophetic  fears  im- 
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mediately  took  the  alarm.  *What!'  cried 
she,  starting  up  with  a  frantic  wildness  in 
her  looks,  'then  our  case  is  desperate — ^I 
shall  lose  my  dear  Tommy  1 — The  poor  pri- 
soner will  be  released  by  the  hand  of  Hea- 
ven ! — Death  will  convey  him  to  the  cold 
grave !'  The  dying  innocent,  hearing  this 
exclamation,  pronounced  these  words; — 
'Tommy  won't  leave  you,  my  dear  mam- 
ma — if  Death  comes  to  take  Tommy,  papa 
shall  drive  him  away  with  his  sword.'  This 
address  deprived  the  wretched  mother  of  all 
resignation  to  the  will  of  Providence.  She 
tore  her  hair,  dashed  herself  on  the  pave- 
inent,  shrieked  aloud,  and  was  carried  ofi^  in 
a  deplorable  state  of  distraction. 

"  That  same  evening  the  lovely  babe  ex^. 
pired,  and  the  father  grew  frantic.  He  made 
an  attempt  on  his  own  life;  and  being  with 
difiiculty  restrained,  his  agitation  sunk  into 
a  kind  of  sullen  insensibility,  which  seemed 
to  absorb  all  sentiment,  and  gradually  vul- 

farized  his  faculty  of  thinking.  In  order  to 
issipate  the  violence  of  his  sorrow,  he  con- 
tinually shifted  the  scene  from  one  company 
to  another,  contracted  abundance  of  low  con- 
nections, and  drowned  his  cares  in  repeated 
intoxication.  The  unhappy  lady  underwent 
a  long  series  of  hysterical  fits  and  other  com- 
plaints, which  seemed  to  have  a  fatal  effect 
on  her  brain  as  well  as  constitution.  Cor- 
dials were  administered  to  keep  up  her  spi- 
rits ;  and  she  found  it  necessary  to  protract 
the  use  of  them,  to  blunt  the  edge  of  grief, 
by  overwhelming  reflection,  and  remove  the 
sense  of  uneasiness  arising  from  a  disorder 
in  her  stomach.  In  a  word,  she  became  an 
habitual  dram-drinker ;  and  this  practice  ex- 
posed her  to  such  communication  as  de- 
bauched her  reason  and  perverted  her  sense 
of  decorum  and  propriety.  She  and  her  hus- 
band gave  a  loose  to  vulgar  excess,  in  which 
they  were  enabled  to  indulge  by  the  charity 
and  interest  of  some  fnends,  who  obtained 
half-pay  for  the  captain. 

**  They  are  now  metamorphosed  into.the 
shocking  creatures  you  have  seen  ;  he  into  a 
riotous  plebeian,  and  she  into  a  ragged  trull. 
They  are  both  drunk  every  day,  quarrel 
and  fi£[ht  one  with  another,  and  often  insult ' 
their  fellow  prisoners.  Yet  they  are  not 
wholly  abandoned  by  virtue  and  humanity. 
The  captain  is  scrupulously  honest  in  all  his 
dealings,  and  pays  off  his  debts  punctually 
every  quarter,  as  soon  as  he  receives  his 
half-pay.  Every  prisoner  in  distress  is  wel- 
come to  share  his  money  while  it  lasts ;  and 
his  wife  never  fails,  while  it  is  in  her  power, 
to  relieve  the  wretched ;  so  that  their  gene- 
rosity, even  in  this  miserable  disguise,  is 
universally  respected  by  their  neighbours. 
Sometimes  the  recollection  of  their  former 
rank  comes  over  them  like  a  qualm,  which 
they  dispel  with  brandy»  and  then  humor- 
ously rally  one  another  on  their  mutual  de- 
generacy.   She  often  stops  me  in  the  walk, 
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and»  pointing  to  the  captain,  says,  '  My  hus- 
band»  though  he  has  become  a  Uackffuard 
iai]-bird,  must  be  allowed  to  be  a  handsome 
tellow  still.'  On  the  other  hand,  he  will  fre- 
quently denire  me  to  take  notice  of  his  rib,  as 
she  chances  to  pass.  '  Mind  that  draggle- 
tail'd  drunken  drab,'  he  will  say,  *  what  an 
antidote  it  is — ^yet,  for  all  that,  Felton,  she 
was  a  fine  woman  when  I  married  her — poor 
Bess,  I  have  been  the  ruin  of  her,  that  is 
certain,  and  deserve  to  be  damned  for  bring- 
ing her  to  this  pass.' 

**  Thus  they  accommodate  themselves  to 
each  other's  infirmities,  and  pass  their  time 
not  without  some  taste  of  plebeian  enjoyment 
— ^but,  name  their  child,  they  never  fail  to 
burst  into  tears,  and  still  feel  a  return  of  the 
most  poignant  sorrow." 

Sir  Launcelot  Greaves  did  nbt  hear  this 
»tory  unmoved.  Tom  Clarke's  cheeks  ^ere 
bedewed  with  the  drops  of  sympathy,  while, 
with  much  sobbing,  he  declared  his  opinion, 
that  an  action  would  lie  against  the  lady's 
father. 

Captain  Crowe  having  listened  to  the 
story  with  uncommon  attention,  expressed 
his  concern  that  an  honest  seaman  should 
be  so  taken  in  stays ;  but  he  imputed  all  his 
calamities  to  the  wife :  '*  For  why  1"  said  he, 
**  a  seafaring  man  may  have  a  sweetheart  in 
evory  port ;  but  he  should  steer  clear  of  a 
wife,  as  he  would  avoid  a  quicksand.  You 
see,  brother,  how  this  here  Clewline  lags 

astern  in  the  wake  of  a  snivelling  b , 

otherwise  he  would  never  make  a  well  in 
his  ensign  for  the  loss  of  a  child—- odds  heart  I 
he  could  have  done  no  more  if  he  had  sprung 
a  top-mast,  or  started  a  timber." 

The  knight  declaring  he  would  take  ano- 
ther view  of  the  prison  in  the  afternoon, 
Mr  Felton  insisted  upon  his  doing  him  the 
honour  to  drink  a  dish  of  tea  in  his  apart- 
ment, and  Sir  Launcelot  accepted  his  invi- 
tation.  Thither  they  accordingly  repaired, 
after  having  made  anotlier  circuit  of  tne  jail, 
and  the  tea  things  were  produced  by  Mrs 
Felt5n,  when  she  was  summoned  to  the  door, 
and,  in  a  few  minutes  returning,  communi- 
cated something  in  a  whisper  to  her  hus- 
band. He  changed  colour,  and  repaired  to 
the  staircase,  where  he  was  heard  to  talk 
aloud  in  an  angry  tone. 

When  he  came  back,  he  told  the  company 
he  had  been  teased  by  a  very  importunate 
beggar.  Addressing  himself  to  our  adven- 
turer,—** You  took  notice,"  .said  he,  "  of  a 
fine  lady  flaunting  about  our  walks  in  all 
the  frippery  of  the  fashion.  She  was  lately 
a  gav  young  widow  that  made  a  great  figure 
at  the  court-end  of  the  town ;  she  distin- 
guished herself  by  her  splendid  equipage,  her 
rich  liveries,  her  brilliant  assemblies,  her  nu- 
merous routs,  and  her  elegant  taste  in  dress 
and  furniture.  She  is  nearly  related  to  some 
of  the  best  families  in  England,  and,  it  must 
be  ownedi  mistress  of  many  fine  accomplish- 


ments. But  being  deficient  in  true  delicacy, 
she  endeavoured  to  hide  that  defect  by  afiec- 
tation.  She  pretended  to  a  thousand  antipa- 
thies which  did  not  belong  to  her  nature.  A 
breast  of  veal  threw  her  into  mortal  agonies ; 
if  she  saw  a  spider,  she  screamed ;  and  at 
sight  of  a  mouse  she  fainted  away :  she  could 
not,  without  horror,  behold  an  entire  joint 
of  meat;  and  nothing  but  fricassees  and 
other  made  dishes  were  seen  upon  her  table. 
She  caused  all  her  floors  to  be  lined  with 
green  baize,  that  she  might  trip  along  them 
with  more  ease  and  pleasure.  Her  footmen 
wore  clogs,  which  were  deposited  in  the 
hall ;  and  both  they  and  her  chairmen  were 
laid  under  the  strongest  injunctions  to  avoid 
porter  and  tobacco.  Her  jointure  amounted 
to  eight  hundred  pounds  per  annum,  and  she 
made  shift  to  spend  four  times  that  sum  :  at 
length  it  was  mortgaged  for  nearly  the  en- 
tire value;  but,  far  &om  retrenching,  she 
seemed  to  increase  in  extravagance,  until 
her  efiects  were  taken  in  execution,  and  her 
person  here  deposited  in  safe  custody. 

"  When  one  considers  the  abrupt  transi- 
tion she  underwent  from  her  spacious  apart- 
ments to  a  hovel  scarce  eight  feet  square  ; 
from  sumptuous  furniture  to  bare  benches ; 
from  magnificence  to  meanness ;  from  afflu- 
ence to  extreme  poverty ;  one  would  imafi^ne 
she  must  have  been  totally  overwhelmed  by 
such  a  sudden  gush  of  misery.  But  this  was 
not  the  case :  she  has,  in  fact,  no  delicate 
feelings.  She  forthwith  accommodated  her- 
self to  the  exigency  of  her  fortune  ;  yet  she 
still  affects  to  keep  state  amidst  the  miseries 
of  a  jail ;  and  this  affectation  is  truly  ridicu- 
lous. She  lies  a-bed  till  two  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon  ;  she  maintains  a  female  attendant 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  dressing  her  person. 
Her  cabin  is  the  least  cleanly  in  the  whole 
prison;  she  has  learned  to  eat  bread  and 
cheese  and  drink  porter ;  but  she  always  ap- 
pears once  a-dav  dressed  in  the  pink  of  the 
fashion.  She  has  found  means  to  run  in 
debt  at  the  chandler's  shop,  the  baker's,  and 
the  tap-house,  though  there  is  nothing  got 
in  this  place  but  with  ready  money  :  she  has 
even  borrowed  small  sums  from  divers  pri- 
soners, who  were  themselves  on  the  brink 
of  starving.  She  takes  plea.sure  in  being 
surrounded  with  duns,  observing,  that  by 
such  people  a  person  of  fashion  is  to  be  dis- 
tinguished. She  writes  circular  letters  to 
her  former  friends  and  acquaintance,  and  by 
thifli  method  has  raised  pretty  considerable 
contributions ;  for  she  writes  in  a  most  ele- 
gant and  irresistible  style.  About  a  fort- 
night ago  she  received  a  supply  of  twenty 
^ineas;  when,  instead  of  paying  her  little 
jail  debts,  or  withdrawing  any  part  of  her 
apparel  fVom  pawn,  she  mid  out  the  whole 
sum  in  a  fashionable  suit  of  laces ;  and  next 
day  borrowed  of  me  a  shilling  to  purchase  a 
neck  of  mutton  for  her  dinner. — She  seems 
to  think  her  rank  in  life  entitles  her  to  this 
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kiad  of  assistance.  She  talks  very  pomp- 
ously of  her  family  and  connections,  by 
whom,  however,  she  has  been  long  re- 
nounced. She  has  no  sympathy  nor  com- 
passion for  the  distresses  of  her  fellow-crea- 
tures; but  she  is  perfectly  well  bred;  she 
bears  a  repulse  the  best  of  any  woman  I  ever 
knew ;  and  her  temper  has  never  been  once 
ruffled  since  her  arrival  at  the  King's  Bench. 
— She  now  entreated  me  to  l^nd  her  half  a 
guinea,  for  which  she  said  she  had  the  most 
pressing  occasion,  and  promised  upon  her 
honour  it  should  be  repaid  to-morrow ;  but  I 
lent  a  deaf  ear  to  her  request,  and  told  her 
in  plain  terms  that  her  honour  was  already 
bankrupt." 

Sir  Launcelot,  thrusting  his  hand  mechan- 
ically into  his  pocket,  pulled  out  a  couple  of 
guineas,  and  desired  Felton  to  accommodate 
er  with  that  trifle  in  his  own  name  ;  but  he 
declined  the  proposal,  and  refused  to  touch 
the  money.  "  God  forbid,"  said  he,  "  that  I 
should  attempt  to  thwart  your  charitable  in- 
tention ;  but  this,  my  good  sir,  is  no  object — 
she  has  many  resources.  Neither  should 
we  number  the  clamorous  beg^r  among 
those  who  realljr  feel  distress.  Jde  is  gene- 
rally gorged  with  bounty  misapplied.  The 
liberal  hand  of  charity  should  be  extended  to 
modest  want,  that  pines  in  silence,  encoun- 
tering  cold,  nakedness,  and  hunger,  and 
every  species  of  distress.  Here  you  may 
find  the  wretch  of  keen  sensations  blasted  by 
accident  in  the  blossoms  of  his  fortune,  shiv- 
eringr  in  the  solitary  recess  of  indigence,  dis- 
dainmg  to  beg,  and  even  ashamed  to  let  his 
misery  be  known.  Here  you  may  see  the 
parent  who  has  known  happier  times,  sur- 
rounded by  his  tender  offspring,  naked  and 
forlorn,  demanding  food,  which  his  circum- 
stances cannot  anord. 

*'That  man  of  decent  appearance  and 
melancholy  aspect,  who  lifted  his  hat  as  you 
passed  him  in  the  yard,  is  a  person  of  un- 
blemished  character.  He  was  a  reputable 
tradesman  in  the  city,  and  failed  tnrough 
inevitable  losses.  A  commission  of  bank- 
ruptcy was  taken  out  aeainst  him  by  his 
sole  creditor,  a  quaker,  who  refused  to  sign 
his  certificate.  He  has  lived  these  three 
years  in  prison,  with  a  wife  and  five  small 
children.  In  a  little  time  after  his  commit- 
ment, he  had  friends  who  offered  to  pay  ten 
shillings  in  the  pound  of  what  he  owed,  and 
to  give  security  for  paying  the  remainder  in 
three  years,  by  instalments.  The  honest 
Quaker  did  not  charge  the  bankrupt  with  any 
aishonest  practices ;  but  he  rejected  the  pro- 
posal with  the  most  mortifying  indifference, 
declaring  that  he  did  not  want  his  money. 
The  mother  repaired  to  his  house,  and  kneel- 
ing before  him  with  her  five  lovely  children, 
implored  mercy  with  tears  and  exclamations. 
He  stood  this  scene  unmoved,  and  even 
seemed  to  enjoy  the  prospect,  wearing  the 
looks  of  complacency,  while  his  heart  was 


steeled  with  rancour.  *  Woman,'  said  he, 
*  these  be  hopeful  babes,  if  they  were  duly 
nurtured.  Gro  thy  ways  in  peace ;  I  have 
taken  my  resolution.'  Her  friends  main- 
tained the  family  for  some  time;  but  it  is 
not  in  human  charity  to  persevere ;  some  of 
them  died ;  some  of  them  grew  unfbrtunate ; 
some  of  them  fell  off;  and  now  the  poor  man 
is  reduced  to  the  extremity  of  indigence, 
from  whence  he  has  no  prospect  of  being 
retrieved.  The  fourth  part  of  what  you 
would  have  bestowed  upon  the  lady,  would 
make  this  man  and  his  family  sing  with  joy." 

He  had  scarce  pronounced  these  words, 
when  our  hero  desired  the  man  might  be 
called,  and  in  a  few  minutes  he  entered  the 
apartment  with  a  low  obeisance.  *'Mr 
Coleby,"  said  the  knight,  '*  I  have  heard  how 
cruelly  youliave  been  used  by  your  creditor, 
and  beg  you  will  accept  this  trifling  present, 
if  it  can  be  of  any  service  to  you  in  your  dis- 
tress." So  saying,  he  put  five  guineas  into 
his  hand.  The  poor  man  was  so  confounded 
at  such  an  unlooked  for  acquisition,  that  he 
stood  iiMtionless  and  silent,  unable  to  thank 
the  donoY ;  and  Mr  Felton  conveyed  him  to 
the  door,  observing  that  his  heart  was  too 
full  for  utterance.  But  in  a  little  time,  his 
wife,  bursting  into  the  room  with  her  ^ve 
children,  looked  around,  and  going  up  to  Sir 
Launcelot,  without  any  direction,  exclaimed, 
— "  This  is  the  angel  sent  by  Providence  to 
succour  me  and  my  poor  innocents."  Then 
falling  at  his  feet,  she  pressed  his  hand  and 
bathed  it  with  her  tears.  He  raised  her  up 
with  that  complacency  which  was  natural  to 
his  disposition.  He  kissed  all  her  children, 
who  were  remarkably  handsome  and  neatly 
kept,  though  in  homely  apparel :  and,  giving 
her  his  direction,  assured  her  she  might  al- 
ways apply  to  him  in  her  distress. 

After  her  departure,  he  produced  a  bank- 
note of  twenty  pounds,  and  would  have  de- 
posited it  in  the  hands  of  Mr  Felton,  to  be 
distributed  in  charities  among  the  objects  of 
the  place;  but  he  desired  it  might  be  left 
with  Mr  Norton,  who  was  the  proper  person 
for  managing  his  benevolence :  and  he  pro- 
mised to  assist  the  deputy  with  his  advice  in 
laying  it  out. 


CHAPTER  XXn. 

In  which  Captain  Crowe  is  sublimed  into 
the  regions  of  astrology. 

Three  whole  days  had  our  adventurer  pro- 
secuted his  inquiry  about  the  amiable  Aurelia, 
whom  he  sought  in  every  place  of  public  and 
of  private  entertainment  or  resort,  without 
obtaining  the  least  satisfactory  intelligence, 
when  he  received,  one  evening,  from  the 
hands  of  a  porter,  who  instantly  vanished, 
the  following  billet : 
"  If  you  would  learn  the  particulars  of 
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Mu»  Darners  fate,  fail  not  to  be  in  the  fields 
by  the  Foundling  hospital,  precisely  at  seven 
o'clock  this  evening,  when  you  shall  be  met 
by  a  person  who  will  give  you  the  satisfaction 
you  desire,  together  with  his  reason  for  ad- 
dressing you  in  this  mysterious  manner." 

Had  this  intimation  concerned  any  other 
subject,  perhaps  the  knight  would  have  de- 
liberated with  himself  in  what  manner  he 
should  take  a  hint  so  darkly  communicated : 
but  his  eagerness  to  retrieve  the  jewel  he  had 
lost  divested  him  of  all  his  caution ;  the 
time  of  assignation  was  already  at  hand,  and 
neither  the  captain  nor  his  nephew  could  be 
found  to  accompany  him,  haa  he  been  dis- 
posed to  make  use  of  their  attendance.  He 
therefore,  after  a  moment's  hesitation,  re- 
paired to  the  place  appointed,  in  the  utmost 
agitation  and  anxiety,  lest  the  hour  should 
be  elapsed  before  his  arrival. 

Crowe  was  one  of  those  defective  spirits 
who  cannot  subsist  for  any  length  of  time  on 
their  own  bottoms.  He  wanted  a  familiar 
prop,  upon  which  he  could  disburden  his 
cares,  his  doubts,  and  hie  humours :  an  hum- 
ble friend  who  would  endure  his  caprices, 
and  with  whom  he  could  commimicate,  free 
of  all  reserve  and  restraint.  Though  he 
loved  his  nephew's  person,  and  admired  his 
parts,  he  considered  him  often  as  a  little  pet- 
ulant jackanapes,  who  presumed  upon  his 
superior  understanding;  and  as  for  Sir  Laun- 
celot,  there  was  something  in  his  character 
that  overawed  the  seaman,  and  kept  him  at 
a  disagreeable  distance.  He  had,  in  this  di- 
lemma, cast  his  eyes  upon  Timothy  Crab- 
shaw,  and  admitted  him  to  a  considerable 
share  of  familiarity  and  fellowship.  These 
companions  had  been  employed  in  smoking 
a  social  pipe  at  an  ale-house  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, when  the  knight  made  bis  excur- 
sion ;  and  returning  to  the  house  about  sup- 
per-time, found  Mr  Clarke  in  waiting. 

The  voung  lawyer  was  alarmed  when  he 
heard  the  hour  of  ten,  without  seeing  our 
adventurer,  who  had  been  used  to  be  ex- 
tremely regular  in  his  economy;  and  the 
captain  and  he  supped  in  profound  silence. 
Finding,  upon  inquiry  among  the  servants, 
that  the  knight  went  out  abruptly,  in  conse- 
quence of  having  received  a  billet,  Tom  be- 
gan to  be  visited  with  the  apprehension  of  a 
diiol,  and  sat  the  best  part  of  the  night  by 
hia  uncle,  sweating  with  the  expectation  of 
seeing  our  hero  brought  home  a  breathless 
corpse  :  but  no  tidmgs  of  him  arriving,  he, 
shout  two  in  the  morning,  repaired  to  his 
own  lodging,  resolved  to  publish  a  description 
of  Sir  Launcelot  in  the  newspapers,  if  he 
should  not  appear  next  day. 

Crowe  did  not  pass  the  time  without  un- 
easiness. He  was  extremely  concerned  at 
the  thought  of  some  mischief  having  befallen 
his  friend  and  patron :  and  he  was  terrified 
with  the  apprehensions,  that  in  case  Sir 
Launcelot  was  murdered,  his  spirit  might 


come  and  ^ve  him  notice  of  his  fate.  Now 
he  had  an  msuperable  aversion  to  all  corns- 
pondence  with  the  dead;  and  taking  it  for 
granted,  that  the  spirit  of  his  departed  ftiend 
could  not  appear  to  him  except  when  he 
should  be  alone  and  a-bed  in  the  dark,  be 
determined  to  pass  the  remainder  of  the  night 
without  going  to  bed.  For  this  purpose,  nis 
first  care  was  to  visit  the  garret,  m  which 
Timothy  Crabshaw  lay  fast  asleep,  snoring 
with  his  mouth  wide  open.  Him  the  captain 
with  difficulty  roused,  by  dint  of  promising 
to  re^e  him  with  a  bowl  of  rum  punch  in 
the  kitchen,  where  the  fire,  which  had  been 
extinguished,  was  soon  rekindled.  The  in- 
jfredients  were  fetched  from  a  public  house 
m  the  neighbourhood :  for  the  captain  was 
too  proud  to  use  his  interest  in  the  knight's 
family,  especiaUy  at  these  hours,  when  all 
the  rest  or  the  servants  had  retired  to  their 
repose ;  and  he  and  Timothy  drank  together 
until  day-break,  the  conversation  turning 
upon  hobgoblins,  and  God's  revenge  against 
murder. 

The  cook-maid  lay  in  a  little  apartment 
contiguous  to  the  kitchen ;  and  whether  dis- 
turbed by  these  horrible  taJes  of  apparitions, 
or  titillated  by  the  savoury  steams  that  issued 
from  the  punch-bowl,  she  made  a  virtue  of 
necessity  or  appetite,  and  dressing  herself  in 
the  dark,  suddenly  appeared  before  them,  to 
the  no  small  perturbation  of  both.  Timothy, 
in  particular,  was  so  startled,  that,  in  his  en- 
deavours to  make  a  hasty  retreat  towards  the 
chimney-corner,  he  overturned  the  table ;  the 
liouor  was  spilt,  but  the  bowl  was  saved  by 
falling  on  a  heap  of  ashes.  Mrs  Cook  having 
reprimanded  him  for  his  foolish  fear,  de- 
clared, she  had  got  up  betimes,  in  order  to 
scour  her  sauce-pans ;  and  the  captain  pro- 
posed to  have  the  bowl  replenished,  if  mate- 
rials could  be  procured.  This  difficulty  was 
overcome  by  Crabshaw ;  and  they  sat  down 
with  their  new  associate  to  discuss  the  second 
edition. 

The  knight's  sudden  disappearing  being 
brought  upon  the  carpet,  their  female  com- 
panion gave  it  as  her  opinion,  that  nothing 
would  be  so  likely  to  bring  this  afiair  to  ligh^ 
as  going  to  a  cunning  man,  whom  she  had 
lately  consulted  about  a  silver  spoon  that 
was  mislaid,  and  who  told  her  all  the  things 
that  she  ever  did,  and  ever  would  happen  to 
her,  through  the  whole  course  of  her  life. 

lier  two  companions  pricked  up  their  ears 
at  this  intelligence  ;  and  Crowe  asked  if  the 
spoon  had  been  found?  She  answered  in 
the  affirmative,  and  said,  the  cunning  man 
described  to  a  hair  the  person  that  should 
be  her  true  lover,  and  her  wedded  husband : 
that  he  was  a  seafaring  man ;  that  he  was 
pretty  well  stricken  in  years ;  ai  little  pass- 
ionate or  so;  and  that  he  went  with  his 
fingers  clinched  like,  as  it  were.  The  cap- 
tain be^n  to  sweat  at  this  description,  and 
mechanically  thrust  hii  hands  into  his  pock- 
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eta ;  while  Crabehaw,  pointing  to  him,  told 
her  he  believed  she  had  got  the  right  sow  by 
the  ear.  Crowe  grumbled,  that  mayhap  for 
all  that  he  should  not  be  brought  up  by  such 
a  grappling  neither.  Then  he  asked  if  this 
cunning  man  dealt  with  the  devil,  declaring, 
in  that  case,  he  would  keep  clear  of  him ; 
for  why  ?  because  he  must  have  sold  himself 
to  old  Scratch ;  and  being  a  servant  of  the 
devil,  how  could  he  be  a  good  subject  to  his 
majesty  ?  Mrs  Cook  assured  him,  the  con- 
jurer was  a  good  Christian ;  and  that  he 
gained  all  his  knowledge  bv  conversing  with 
the  stars  and  planets.  Thus  satisfied,  the 
two  friends  resolved  to  consult  him  as  soon 
as  it  should  be  Hffht ;  and  being  directed  to 
the  place  of  his  habitation,  set  out  for  it  by 
seven  in  the  morning. 

They  found  the  house  forsaken,  and  had 
already  reached  the  end  of  the  lan^  in  their 
return,  when  they  were  accosted  by  an  old 
woman,  who  gave  them  to  understand,  that, 
if  they  had  occasion  for  the  advice  of  a 
fortune-teller,  as  she  did  suppose  they  had, 
from  their  stopping  at  the  house  where 
Dr  Grubble  lived,  sne  would  conduct  them 
to  a  person  of  much  more  eminence  in  that 
profession :  at  the  same  time,  she  informed 
them  that  the  said  Grubble  had  been  lately 
sent  to  Bridewell;  a  circumstance  which, 
with  all  his  art,  he  had  not  been  able  to 
foresee.  The  captain,  without  any  scruple, 
put  himself  and  his  companion  under  convoy 
of  this  beldame,  who,  through  many  wind- 
ings and  turnings,  brought  them  to  the  door 
of  a  ruinous  house,  standing  in  a  blind  alley ; 
which  door  having  opened  with  a  key  drawn 
from  her  pocket,  she  introduced  them  into  a 
parlour,  where  they  saw  no  other  furniture 
than  a  naked  bench,  and  some  frightful  figures 
on  the  bare  walls,  drawn,  or  rather  scrawled, 
with  charcoal. 

Here  she  left  them  locked  in,  until  she 
should  give  the  doctor  notice  of  their  arrival ; 
and  they  amused  themselves  with  decipher- 
ing these  characters  and  hieroglyphics.  The 
first  figure  that  engaged  their  attention  was 
that  of  a  man  hanging  upon  a  gibbet,  which 
both  considered  as  an  unfavourable  omen, 
and  each  endeavoured  to  avert  from  his  own 
person.  Crabehaw  observed,  that  the  figure 
80  suspended  was  clothed  in  a  sailor's  jacket 
and  trowsers;  a  truth  which  the  captain 
could  not  deny ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  he 
affirmed,  that  the  said  figure  exhibited  the 
very  nose  and  chin  of  Timothy,  together 
with  the  hump  on  one  shoulder.  A  warm 
dispute  ensued,  and,  being  maintained  with 
much  acrimonious  altercation,  might  have 
dissolved  the  new-cemented  friendship  of 
those  two  originals,  had  it  not  been  inter- 
rupted by  the  old  sybil,  who,  coming  into 
the  parlour,  intimated  that  the  doctor  waited 
for  them  above ;  she  likewise  told  them,  that 
he  never  admitted  more  than  one  at  a  time. 
This  hint  occaBioned  a  firesh  contest;  the 


captain  insisted  upon  Crabshaw's  making 
sail  a-head,  in  order  to  look  out  afore ;  but 
Timothy  persisted  in  refusing  this  honour, 
declaring,  he  did  not  pretend  to  lead,  but  he 
would  follow,  as  in  duty  bound.  The  old 
gentlewoman  abridged  the  ceremony,  by 
leading  out  Crabshaw  with  one  hand,  and 
locking  up  Crowe  with  the  other. 

The  former  was  dragged  up  stairs  like  a 
bear  to  the  stake,  not  without  reluctance 
and  terror,  which  did  not  at  all  abate  at  sight 
of  the  conjuror,  with  whom  he  was  imme- 
diately shut  up  by  his  conductress,  after  she 
had  told  him,  in  a  whisper,  that  he  must  de- 
posit a  shilling  in  a  little  black  coffin,  sup- 
ported by  a  human  skull  and  thigh  bones 
crossed,  on  a  stool  covered  with  black  baize, 
that  stood  in  one  corner  of  tlie  apartment. 
The  squire  having  made  this  offering  with 
fear  and  trembling,  ventured  to  survey  the 
objects  around  bira,  which  were  very  well 
calculated  to  augment  his  confusion.  lie 
saw  divers  skeletons  hung  by  the  head,  tlie 
stuflTed  skin  of  a  young  alligator,  a  calf  with 
two  heads,  and  several  snakes  suspended 
from  the  ceiling,  with  the  jaws  of  a  shark, 
and  a  starved  weasel.  On  another  funeral 
table  he  beheld  two  spheres,  between  which 
lay  a  book  open,  exhibiting  outlandish  cha- 
racters and  mathematical  diagrams.  On  one 
side  stood  an  ink-standish  with  paper ;  and 
behind  this  desk  appeared  the  conjuror  him- 
self, in  sable  vestments,  his  head  so  over- 
shadowed with  hair,  that,  far  from  contem- 
plating his  features,  Timothy  could  distin- 
guish nothing  but  a  long  white  beard,  which, 
for  aught  he  knew,  might  have  belonged  to 
a  four-legged  goat,  as  well  as  to  a  two- 
legged  astrologer. 

This  apparition,  which  the  squire  did  not 
eye  without  manifest  discomposure,  extend- 
ing a  white  wand,  made  certain  evolutions 
over  the  head  of  Timothy,  and  having  mut- 
tered an  ejaculation,  commanded  him,  in  a 
hollow  tone,  to  come  forward  and  declare  his 
name.  Crabshaw,  thus  adjured,  advanced 
to  the  altar,  and,  whether  from  design,  or 
(which  is  more  probable)  from  contusion, 
answered, — "  Samuel  Crowe."  The  comu- 
ror,  taking  up  the  pen,  and  making  a  few 
scratches  on  the  paper,  exclaimed,  in  a  ter- 
rific accent, — "  How,  miscreant !  attempt  to 
impose  upon  the  stars  ? — ^you  look  more  like 
a  cra6'than  a  croio,  and  was  born  under  the 
sign  of  Cancer."  The  scjuire,  almost  anni- 
hilated by  this  exclamation,  fell  upon  his 
knees,  crying, — "  I  pray  yaw,  my  lord  con- 
jurer*s  worship,  pardon  my  ignorance,  and 
down't  go  to  baind  me  over  to  the  Red  Sea 
like — 1*66  a  poor  Yorkshire  tyke,  and  would 
no  more  cheat  the  stars  than  Vd  cheat  my 
own  vather,  as  the  saying  is — a  must  be  a 
good  hand  at  trappingt  that  catches  the 
stars  a  napping — ^but,  as  your  honour's  wor- 
ship observed!  my  name  is  Tim  Crabshaw, 
of  the  East  Raiding,  groom  and  squair  to 
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Sir  Launcelot  Greavee,  boron  knaigfht,  and 
arrant  knaight,  who  ran  road  for  a  wench, 
as  your  worship's  conjuration  well  knoweth. 
The  person  below  is  Captain  Crowe;  and 
we  coom,  by  Margery  Cook's  recommenda- 
tion,  to  seek  after  my  master,  who  is  ffone 
away,  or  made  away,  the  Lord  knows  now 
and  where," 

Here  he  was  interrupted  by  the  conjuror, 
who  exhorted  him  to  sit  down  and  compose 
himself  till  he  should  cast  a  figure ;  then  he 
scrawled  the  paper,  and,  waving  his  wand, 
repeated  abundance  of  gibberish  concerning 
the  number,  the  names,  the  houses,  and  re- 
volutions of  the  planets,  with  their  conjunc- 
tions, oppositions,  signs,  circles,  cycles,  trines, 
and  trigons.  When  he  perceived  that  this 
artifice  had  its  proper  effect  in  disturbing 
the  brain  of  Crabshaw,  he  proceeded  to  tell 
him  from  the  stars  that  his  name  was  Crab- 
shaw, or  Crabsclaw ;  that  he  was  born  in  the 
East  Riding  of  Yorkshire,  of  poor,  yet  honest 
parents,  and  had  some  skill  in  horses ;  and 
that  he  served  a  gentleman  whose  name  be- 
gan with  the  letter  6 — ,  which  gentleman 
had  run  mad  for  love,  and  left  his  family,  but 
whether  he  would  return  alive  or  dead,  the 
stars  had  not  yet  determined. 

Poor  Timothy  was  thunderstruck  to  find 
the  conjurer  acquainted  with  all  these  cir- 
cumstances, and  begged  to  know  if  he  mought 
be  so  bauld  as  to  ax  a  question  or  two  about 
his  own  fortune.  The  astrologer  pointing  to 
the  little  coffin,  our  squire  understood  the 
hint,  and  deposited  another  shilling.  The 
sage  had  recourse  to  his  book,  erected  an- 
other scheme,  performed  once  more  his  airy 
evolutions  with  the  wand,  and,  having  recited 
another  mystical  preamble,  expounded  the 
book  of  fiite  in  these  words : — *'  You  shall 
neither  die  by  war  nor  water,  by  hunger  or 
by  thirst,  nor  be  brought  to  the  grave  by  old 
age  or  distemper ;  but,  let  me  see — ay,  the 
stars  will  have  it  so— you  shall  be— exalted — 
hah! — ay,  that  is — Changed  for  horse-steal- 
ing." "  O !  good  my  lord  conjurer !"  roared 
the  squire,  "I'd  as  lief  give  forty  shillings  as 
be  banged."  *' Peace,  sirrah!"  cried  the 
other,  *'  would  you  contradict  or  reverse  the 
immutable  decrees  of  fate  1  Hanging  is  your 
destiny,  and  hanged  you  shall  b^— and  com- 
fort yourself  with  the  reflection,  that  as  you 
are  not  the  first,  so  neither  will  you  be  the 
last,  to  swing  on  Tyburn  tree."  This  com- 
fortable assurance  composed  the  mind  of 
Timothy,  and  in  a  great  measure  reconciled 
him  to  the  prediction.  He  now  proceeded, 
in  a  whining  tone,  to  ask  whether  he  should 
suffer  for  the  first  fact?  whether  it  would 
be  for  a  horse  or  a  mare  ?  and  of  what  co- 
lourl  that  he  might  know  when  his  hour 
was  come.  The  conjurer  gravely  answered, 
that  he  would  steal  a  dappled  gelding  on  a 
Wednesday,  be  cast  at  the  Cnd  Bailev  on 
Thursday,  and  suffer  on  a  Friday ;  and  he 
•trenaously  recommended  it  to  him  to  ap- 


pear in  the  cart  with  a  nosegay  in  one  hand* 
and  the  Whole  Duty  of  Man  in  the  other. 
'*  But  if  in  case  it  should  be  in  the  winter," 
said  the  squire,  "  when  a  nosegay  can't  be 
had  1"  "  Why,  then,"  replied  Uie  conjuror, 
'*  an  orange  will  do  as  well." 

These  material  points  being  adjusted  to 
the  entire  satisfaction  of  Timothy,  he  de- 
clared he  would  bestow  another  shilling  to 
know  the  fortune  of  an  old  companion,  who 
truly  did  not  deserve  so  much  at  his  hands, 
but  he  could  not  help  loving  him  better  than 
e'er  a  friend  he  had  in  the  world.  So  say- 
ing he  dropped  a  third  offering  in  the  coffin, 
and  desired  to  know  the  fate  of  his  horse 
Gilbert.  The  astrologer  having  again  con- 
sulted his  art,  pronounced  that  Gilbert  would 
die  of  the  staggers,  and  his  carcass  be  given  to 
the  hounds :  a  sentence  which  made  a  much 
deeper  impression  upon  Crabehaw's  mind, 
than  did  the  prediction  of  his  own  untimely 
and  disgraceful  fate.  He  shed  a  plenteous 
shower  of  tears,  and  his  grief  broke  forth  in 
some  passionate  expressions  of  tenderness ; 
at  length  he  told  the  astrologer  he  would  go 
and  send  up  the  captain,  who  wanted  to  coo- 
suit  him  about  Margeiv  Cook,  because  as 
how  she  had  informed  him  that  Dr  GrubUe 
had  described  just  such  another  man  as  the 
captain  for  her  true  love;  and  he  had  no 
great  stomach  to  the  match,  if  so  be  as  the 
stars  were  not  bent  upon  their  coming  to- 
gether. 

Accordingly,  the  squire,  being  dismissed 
by  the  conjurer,  descended  to  the  parlour 
with  a  rueml  length  of  &ce,  which  being 
perceived  by  the  captain,  he  demanded,— 
**  What  cheer,  ho  ?".  with  some  signs  of  ap- 
prehension. Crabshaw  making  no  return  to 
this  salute,  he  asked  if  the  conjurer  had 
taken  an  observation,  and  told  him  any  thing. 
Then  the  other  replied,  he  had  told  him  more 
than  he  desired  to  know.  "  Why,  an  that 
be  the  case,"  said  the  seaman,  *'  I  have  no 
occasion  to  ^  aloft  this  trip,  brother." 

This  evasion  would  not  serve  his  turn: 
old  Tisiphone  was  at  hand,  and  led  him  up 
growling  into  the  hall  of  audience,  which  he 
did  not  examine  without  trepidation.  Hav- 
ing been  directed  to  the  coffin,  where  he 
presented  half-a-crown,  in  hope  of  rendering 
the  fates  more  propitious,  the  usual  cere- 
mony was  performed,  and  the  doctor  ad- 
dressed him  in  these  words :— "  Approach, 
raven."  The  captain  advancing, — *'  You 
an't  much  mistaken,  brother,"  said  he, 
'*  heave  your  eye  into  the  binnacle,  and  box 
your  compass,  you'll  find  I'm  a  Crowe,  not  a 
raven,  tho*f  indeed  they  be  both  fowls  of  a 
feather,  as  the  saying  is."  '*  I  know  it,"  cried 
the  conjurer,  *'  thou  art  a  northam  crow,-.-a 
sea  crow ;  not  a  crow  of  prey,  but  a  crow  to 
be  preyed  upon  ; — a  crow  to  be  plucked, — 
to  be  flayed, — to  be  basted, — to  be  broiled 
by  Manrery  upon  the  gridiron  of  matrimo- 
ny."— ^The  novice  changing  colour  at  this 
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denunciation, — ^"  I  do  understand  jrour  Big- 
sals,  brother,"  said  he,  "and  if  it  be  set 
down  in  the  log-book  of  fate  that  we  must 
ffrapple,  why  then  'ware  timbers.  But  as  I 
know  how  the  land  lies,  d'ye  see,  and  the 
current  of  my  inclination  sets  me  off,  I  siiall 
haul  up  close  to  the  wind,  and  mayhap  we 
shall  clear  Cape  Margery.  But,  howsom- 
ever,  we  shall  leave  that  reef  in  the  fore 
top-sail — ^I  was  bound  upon  another  vovage, 
d'ye  see— to  look  and  to  see,  and  to  know 
if  so  be  as  how  I  could  pick  up  any  intelli- 
gence along  shore  concerning  my  friend  Sir 
Launcelot,  who  slipped  his  cable  last  night, 
and  has  lost  company,  d'ye  see."  "  What !" 
exclaimed  the  cunning  man,  **  art  thou  a 
crow,  and  canst  not  smell  carrion  1  If  thou 
would'st  grieve  for  Greaves,  behold  his 
naked  carcass  lies  unburied,  to  feed  the  kites, 
the  crows,  the  ffulls,  the  rooks,  and  ravens." 
"  What !  broach'd  to  1"  "  Dead  as  a  boiled 
lobster."  "Odds  heart,  friend,  these  are 
the  heaviest  tidings  I  have  heard  these  seven 
long  years— there  must  have  been  deadly 
od£  when  he  lowered  his  topsails — Smite 
my  eves !  I  had  rather  the  Mufti  had  foun- 
dered at  sea,  with  mvself  and  all  my  genera- 
tion on  board.  Well  fare  thy  soul,  flower  of 
the  world !  Had  honest  Sam  Crowe  been 
within  hail — but  what  signifies  palavering." 
Here  the  tears  ot  unaffected  sorrow  flowed 
plentifully  down  the  furrows  of  the  seaman's 
cheeks ;  then  his  grief  giving  way  to  his 
indignation, — "  Hark  ye,  orother  conjurer," 
said  he,  "  you  can  spy  foul  weather  before 
it  comes,  damn  your  eyes  !  why  did  not  vou 
give  us  warning  of  this  here  squall  ?  Blast 
my  limbs !  I'll  make  you  give  an  account  of 
this  here  damned,  horrid,  confounded  mur- 
der, d'ye  see — ^mayhap  you  yourself  was  con- 
cerned, d'ye  see.  For  my  own  part,  brother, 
I  put  my  trust  in  God,  and  steer  by  the  com- 
pass, and  I  value  not  your  paw-wawing  and 
your  conjuration  of  a  rope's  end,  d'ye  see." 

The  conjurer  was  by  no  means  pleased 
either  with  the  matter  or  the  manner  of  this 
address.  He  therefore  began  to  soothe  the 
captain's  choler,  by  representing  that  he  did 
not  pretend  to  omniscience,  which  was  the 
attribute  of  God  alone ;  that  human  art  was 
fallible  and  imperfect ;  and  all  that  it  could 
perform,  was  to  discover  certain  partial  cir- 
cumstances of  any  particular  object  to  which 
its  inquiries  were  directed.  That  being  ques- 
tioned hj  the  other  man  concerning  the 
cause  of'^his  master's  disappearing,  he  had 
exercised  his  skill  upon  tne  subject,  and 
found  reason  to  believe  that  Sir  Launcelot 
was  assassinated :  that  he  should  think  him- 
self happy  in  being  the  instrument  of  bring, 
ing  the  murderers  to  justice,  though  he  fore- 
saw they  would  of  themselves  save  him  that 
trouble :  for  they  would  quarrel  about  divid- 
ing the  spoil,  and  one  would  give  informa- 
tion against  the  other. 

The  prospect  of  this  satisfaction  appeased 


the  resentment,  and  in  some  measure  miti- 

fated  the  grief  of  Captain  Crowe,  who  took 
is  leave  without  much  ceremony :  and,  be* 
ing  joined  by  Crabshaw,  proceeded  with  a 
heavy  heart  to  the  house  of  Sir  Launcelot, 
where  they  found  the  domestics  at  breakfast, 
without  exhibiting  the  least  symptom  of  con- 
cern for  their  absent  master.  Crowe  had 
been  wise  enough  to  conceal  from  Crabshaw 
what  he  had  learned  of  the  knight's  fate. 
This  fatal  intelligence  he  reserved  for  the 
ear  of  his  nephew  Mr  Clarke,  who  did  not 
fail  to  attend  him  in  the  forenoon. 

As  for  the  squire,  he  did  nothing  but  rumi- 
nate in  rueful  silence  upon  the  dappled  geld, 
ing,  the  nosegav,  and  the  predicted  fate  of 
Gubert.  Him  he  forthwith  visited  in  the 
stable,  and  saluted  with  the  kiss  of  peace ; 
then  he  bemoaned  his  fortune  with  tears, 
and,  by  the  sound  of  his  own  UmentatioD, 
was  lulled  asleep  among  the  litter. 


CHAPTER  XXIIL 

In  which  the  clouds  that  cover  the  catastrO' 
phe  begin  to  dieperse. 

We  roust  now  leave  Captain  Crowe  and  his 
nephew  Mr  Clarke,  arguing  with  great  vehe- 
mence about  the  fatal  intelligence  obtained 
from  the  conjurer,  and  penetrate  at  once  the 
veil  that  concealed  our  hero.  Know  then, 
reader,  that  Sir  Launcelot  Greaves,  repair- 
ing to  the  place  described  in  the  billet  wnich 
he  had  received,  was  accosted  by  a  person 
muffled  in  a  cloak,  who  began  to  amuse  him 
with  a  feigned  story  of  Aurelia,  to  which 
while  he  listened  with  great  attention,  he 
found  himself  suddenly  surrounded  by  armed 
men,  who  seized  and  pinioned  down  his  arms, 
took  away  his  sword,  and  conveyed  him  by 
force  into  a  hackney-coach  provided  for  the 
purpose.  In  vain  he  expostulated  on  thilB 
violence  with  three  persons  who  accompa- 
nied him  in  the  vehicle.  He  could  not  ex- 
tort one  word  by  way  of  reply ;  and,  from 
their  gloomy  aspects,  he  began  to  be  appre- 
hensive of  assassination.  Had  the  carriage 
passed  through  any  frequented  place,  he 
would  have  endeavoured  to  alarm  the  inha- 
bitants; but  it  was  already  clear  of  the 
town,  and  his  conductors  took  care  to  avoid 
all  villages  and  inhabited  houses. 

After  having  travelled  about  two  miles, 
the  coach  stopped  at  a  large  iron  gate,  which 
being  opened,  our  adventurer  was  led  in 
silence  through  a  spacious  house  into  a  tole- 
rably decent  apartment,  which  he  understood 
was  intended  for  his  bed-chamber.  In  a  few 
minutes  after  his  arrival,  he  was  visited  by  a 
man  of  no  very  prepossessing  appearance, 
who  endeavoured  to  smooth  his  countenance, 
which  was  naturally  stem,  welcomed  our  ad^ 
venturer  to  his  house,  exhorted  him  to  be 
of  good  cheer,  assuring  him  he  should  want 
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ibr  nothing,  and  desired  to  know  what  he 
would  choose  for  sapper. 

Sir  Launcelot,  in  answer  to  this  civil  ad- 
dress, begged  he  would  explain  the  nature 
of  his  confinement,  and  the  reasons  for 
which  his  arms  were  tied  like  those  of  the 
worst  malefactor.  The  other  postponed  till 
to-morrow  the  explanation  be  demanded,  but 
in  the  mean  time  unbound  his  fetters,  and, 
as  he  declined  eating,  left  him  alone  to  his 
repose.  He  took  care,  however,  in  retiring, 
to  double  lock  the  door  of  the  room,  whose 
windows  were  grated  on  the  outside  with 
iron. 

The  knight,  being  thus  abandoned  to  his 
own  meditations,  began  to  ruminate  on  the 
present  adventure  with  equal  surprise  and 
concern ;  but  the  more  he  revolved  circum- 
stances, the  more  was  he  perplexed  in  his 
conjectures.  According  to  the  state  of  the 
mind,  a  very  subtile  philosopher  is  often 
puzzled  by  a  very  plain  proposition;  and 
this  was  the  cas^  of  our  adventurer.  What 
made  the  strongest  impression  upon  his 
mind,  was  a  notion  that  he  was  apprehended 
on  suspicion  of  treasonable  practices,  by  a 
warrant  from  the  secretary  of  state,  in  con- 
sequAce  of  some  false  malicious  informa- 
tion ;  and  that  his  prison  was  no  other  than 
the  house  of  a  messenger,  set  apart  for  the 
accommodation  of  suspected  persons.  In 
this  opinion  he  comforted  himself  by  recol- 
lecting his  own  conscious  innocence,  and 
reflectmg  that  he  should  be  entitled  to  the 
privilege  of  habeas  corpus^  as  the  act  in- 
cluding that  inestimable  jewel  was  happily 
not  suspended  at  this  time. 

Consoled  by  this  self-assurance,  be  quietly 
resigned  himself  to  slumber ;  but  before  he 
fell  asleep  he  was  very  disagreeably  unde- 
ceived in  his  conjecture.  His  ears  were  all 
at  once  saluted  with  a  noise  from  the  next 
room,  conveyed  in  distinct  bounces  against 
the  wainscot ;  then  a  hoarse  voice  exclaim, 
ed,  "  Bring  up  the  artillery — ^let  BrutandorTs 
brigade  advance— detach  my  black  hussars 
to  ravage  the  country — ^let  them  be  new 
booted — ^take  particular  care  of  the  spur-lea- 
thers— ^make  a  desert  of  Lusatia — bombard 
the  suburbs  of  Pera — go,  tell  my  brother 
Henry  to  pass  the  Elbe  at  Meissen  with 
forty  battalions  and  fifty  squadrons — so  ho, 
you  Major-general  Donder,  why  don't  you 
finish  your  second  parallel  ? — send  hither  the 
engineer  Shittenback — Fll  lay  all  the  shoes 
in  my  shop,  the  breach  will  be  practicable  in 
four-and-twenty  hours— don't  tell  me  of 
your  works — ^you  and  your  works  may  be 
damn'd." 

**  Assuredly,"  cried  another  voice  from  a 
different  quarter,  **  he  that  thinks  to  be  saved 
by  works  is  ift  a  state  of  utter  reprobation — 
I  myself  was  a  profane  weaver,  and  trusted  to 
the  rottenness  of  works— I  kept  my  journey- 
men and  'prentices  at  constant  work,  and  mv 
heart  was  set  upon  the  riches  of  this  world, 


which  was  a  wicked  work — but  now  I  have 
got  a  s^impse  of  the  new  light^-I  feel  the 
operations  of  grace— -I  am  of  the  new  birth— « 
I  abhor  good  works — I  detest  all  working 
but  the  working  of  the  spirit — ^A vaunt,  Satan 
— O  !  how  I  thirst  for  communication  with 
our  sister  Jolly." 

"  The  communication  is  already  open  with 
the  Marche,"  said  the  first,  **  but  as  for  thee, 
thou  caitiff,  who  hast  presumed  to  disparage 
my  works,  I'll  have  thee  rammed  into  a  mor- 
tar with  a  double  charge  of  powder,  and 
thrown  into  the  enemy's  quarters." 

This  dialo|[ue  operated  like  a  train  upon 
many  other  mhabitants  of  the  place ;  one 
swore  he  was  within  three  vibrations  of  find- 
ing the  longitude,  when  this  noise  confound- 
ed his  calculations:  a  second,  in  broken 
English,  complained  he  was  distorted  in  the 
moment  of  de  proshection :  a  third,  in  the 
character  of  his  holiness,  denounced  inter- 
diction, excommunication,  and  anathemas; 
swore  by  St  Peter's  keys,  they  should  howl 
ten  thousand  years  in  purgatory,  without  the 
benefit  of  a  single  mass :  a  fourth  began  to 
halloo  in  all  the  vociferations  of  a  fox-hunter 
in  the  chase :  and  in  an  instant  the  whole 
house  was  in  an  uproar. 

The  clamour,  however,  was  of  a  short 
duration.  The  different  chambers  being 
opened  successively,  eveir^  individual  was 
effectually  silenced  by  the  sound  of  one 
cabalistical  word,  wbicn  was  no  othei  than 
waistcoat :  a  charm  which  at  once  cowed  the 
king  of  Prussia,  dispossessed  the  fanatic, 
dumb-founded  the  mathematician,  dismayed 
the  alchemist,  deposed  the  pope,  and  de- 
prived the  squire  of  all  utterance. 

Our  adventurer  was  no  longer  in  doubt 
concerning  the  place  to  which  he  had  been 
convened  ;  and  the  more  he  reflected  on  his 
situation,  the  more  he  was  overwhelmed 
with  the  most  perplexing  chagrin.  He  could 
not  conceive  by  whose  means  he  had  been 
immured  in  a  mad-house;  but  he  heartily 
repented  of  his  knight-errantry,  as  a  firolic 
whicR  might  have  very  serious  conseouences 
with  respect  to  his  future  life  and  rortune. 
After  mature  deliberation,  he  resolved  to 
demean  himself  with  the  utmost  circumspec- 
tion, well  knowing  that  eveiy  violent  trans- 
port would  be  interpreted  into  an  undeniable 
symptom  of  insanity.  He  was  not  without 
hope  of  being  able  to  move  his  jailor  by  a 
due  administration  of  that  which  is  generally 
more  efficacious  than  all  the  flowers  of  elo- 
cution ;  but  when  he  rose  in  the  morning,  he 
found  his  pockets  had  been  carefully  exa- 
mined, ana  emptied  of  all  his  papers  and 
cash. 

The  keeper  entering,  he  inqjpred  about 
these  particulars,  and  was  given  to  under- 
stand, that  they  were  all  safely  deposited  for 
his  use,  to  be  forthcoming  at  a  proper  sea- 
son; but,  at  present,  as  he  should  want  for 
nothing,  he  had  no  occasion  for  money. 


y 


ADVENTURES  OP  SIR  LAUNCELOT  GREAVES. 


297 


The  knight  acquiesced  in  this  declaiation, 
and  ate  his  breakfast  in  quiet. 

About  eleven,  he  received  a  visit  from  the 
physician,  who  contemplated  his  looks  with 
great  solemnity;  and  having  examined  his 
pulse,  shook  his  head,  saying,  *'  Well,  sir, 
how  d'ye  dol — come,  don't  be  dejected — 
every  thing  is  for  the  best — ^you  are  in  very 
good  hands,  sir,  I  assure  you ;  and  I  dare 
say  will  refuse  nothing  that  may  be  thought 
conducive  to  the  recovery  of  your  health." 

"  Doctor,"  said  our  hero,  **  if  it  is  not  an 
improper  question  to  ask,  I  should  be  glad 
to  know  your  opinion  of  my  disorder."  **  O  ! 
sir,  as  to  that,"  replied  the  physician,  *'your 
disorder  is  a — kind  of  a — sir,  'tis  very  com- 
mon in  this  country — a  sort  of  a — "  **  Do 
yon  think  my  distemper  is  madness,  doc- 
tor ?"  *'  O  Lord,  sir,  not  absolute  madness — 
no— not  madness — you  have  heard,  no  doubt, 
of  what  is  called  a  weakness  of  the  nerves, 
sir, — though  that  is  a  very  inaccurate  ex- 
pression ;  for  this  phrase,  denoting  a  morbid 
excess  of  sensation,  seems  to  imply  that 
sensation  itself  is  owing  to  the  loose  cohe- 
sion of  those  material  particles  which  con-^ 
Btitute  the  nervous  substance,  inasmuch  as 
the  quantity  of  every  effect  must  be  propor- 
tionable to  its  cause ;  now  you'll  please  to 
take  notice,  sir,  if  the  case  were  really  what 
these  words  seen  to  import,  all  bodies  whose 
particles  do  not  cohere  with  too  great  a  de- 
^e  of  proximity,  would  be  nervous ;  that 
IS,  endowed  with  sensation — sir,  I  shall  or- 
der some  cooling  things  to  keep  you  in  due 
temperature;  and  you'll  do  very  well — sir, 
your  humble  servant." 

So  saying,  he  retired,  and  our  adventurer 
could  not  but  think  it  was  very  hard  that 
one  man  should  not  dare  to  ask  the  most 
ordinary  question  without  being  reputed  mad, 
while  another  should  talk  nonsense  by  the 
hour,  and  yet  be  esteemed  as  an  oracle. 

The  master  of  the  house  finding  Sir 
I^auncelot  so  tame  and  tractable,  indulged 
him  after  dinner  with  a  walk  in  a  little  pri- 
vate garden,  under  the  eye  of  a  servadl  who 
followed  him  at  a  distance.  Here  he  was 
saluted  by  a  brother  prisoner,  a  man  seem- 
ingly turned  of  thirty,  tall  and  thin,  with 
staring  eyes,  a  hook-nose,  and  a  face  cov- 
ered with  pimples. 

The  usual  compliments  having  passed, 
the  stranger,  witnout  further  ceremony, 
asked  if  he  would  oblige  him  with  a  chew 
of  tobacco,  or  could  spare  him  a  mouthful 
of  any  sort  of  cordial,  declaring  he  had  not 
tasted  brandy  since  he  came  to  the  house. 
The  knight  assured  him  it  was  not  in  his 
power  to  comply  with  his  request ;  and  be- 
gan to  ask  £ome  questions  relating  to  the 
character  of  their  landlord,  which  the  stran- 

gir  represented  in  very  unfavourable  colours, 
e  described  him  as  a  ruffian,  capable  of 
undertaking  the  darkest  schemes  of  villainy. 
He  said  his  house  was  &  repository  of  the 
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most  flagrant  iniquities;  that  it  contained 
fathers  kidnapped  by  their  children,  wives 
confined  by  their  husbands,  gentlemen  of 
fortune  sequestered  by  their  relations,  and 
innocent  persons  immured  by  the  malice  of 
their  adversaries.  He  affirmed  this  was  his 
own  case  ;  and  asked  if  our  hero  had  never 
heard  of  Dick  Distich,  the  poet  and  satirist. 
"  Ben  Bullock  and  I,"  said  he,  "  were  con- 
fident against  the  world  in  arms— did  you 
never  see  his  ode  to  me  beginning  with, — 
"Fair  blooming  youth."  We  were^wom 
brothers;  admired  and  praised,  and  quoted 
each  other,  sir :  we  denounced  war  against 
all  the  world,  actors,  authors,  and  critics ; 
and  having  drawn  the  sword,  threw  away 
the  scabbard — ^we  pushed  through  thick  and 
thin,  hacked  and  hewed  helter-skelter,  and 
became  as  formidable  to  the  writers  of  the 
age  as  the  Boeotian  bahd  of  Thebes.  My 
friend  Bullock,  indeed,  was  once  rolled  in 
the  kennel ;  but  soon 

He  vig^orous  rose,  and  from  the  effluvia  strong 
Imbibed  new  life,  and  scoured  and  stunk  along. 

Here  is  a  satire  which  I  wrote  in  an  ale- 
house when  I  was  drunk — I  can  prove  it  by 
the  evidence  of  the  landlord  and  his  wife : 
I  fancy  you'll  own  I  have  some  right  to  say 
with  my  fi-iend  Horace, 

*  Qui  me  oommorit,  melius  non  tangere  clamo ; 
Flebit  et  insignis  lota  contabitur  urbc  * " 

The  knight,  having  perused  the  papers, 
declared  his  opinion  that  the  verses  were 
tolerably  good ;  but  at  the  same  time  ob- 
served that  the  author  had  reviled  as  i^o- 
rant  dunces  several  persons  who  had  written 
with  reputation,  and  were  generally  allowed 
to  have  genius ;  a  circumstance  that  would 
detract  more  from  his  candour  than  could  be 
allowed  to  his  capacity. 

"  Damn  their^genius !"  cried  the  satirist, 
"a  pack  of  impertinent  rascals !  I  will  tell 
you,  sir,  Ben  Bullock  and  I  had  determined  to 
crush  all  that  were  not  of  our  own  party — ^be- 
sides, I  said  before,  this  piece  was  written  in 
drink."  "  Was  you  drunk  too  when  it  waa  . 
printed  and  published  ?"  "Yes,  the  printer 
shall  make  affidavit  that  I  was  never  other- 
wise than  drunk  or  maudlin,  till  my  enemies, 
on  pretence  that  my  brain  was  turned,  con- 
veyed me  to  this  infernal  mansion." 

"They  seem  to  have  been  your  best 
friends,"  said  the  knight,  *<  and  have  put  the 
roost  tender  interpretation  on  your  conduct ; 
for,  waving  the  plea  of  insanity,  your  cha- 
racter must  stand  as  that  of  a  man  who  hath 
some  small  share  of  genius,  without  an 
atom  of  integrity.  Of  lul  those  whom  Pope 
lashed  in  his  Dunciad^  there  was  not  one 
who  did  not  richly  deserve  the  imputation 
of  dulness,  and  every  one  of  them  had  pro- 
voked the  satirist  bv  a  personal  attack.  In 
this  respect  the  English  poet  was  much 
more  honest  than  his  French  patron  Boileau, 
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who  stigmatized  Beveral  men  of  acknow- 
ledged genius ;  such  as  Quinault,  Perrault, 
ana  the  celebrated  Lully  :  for  which  reason 
every  man  of  a  liberal  turn  must,  in  spite 
of  ail  his  poetical  merit,  despise  him  as  a 
rancorous  knave.  If  this  disingenuous  con- 
duct cannot  be  forgiven  in  a  writer  of  his 
superior  genius,  who  will  pardon  it  in  you, 
whose  name  is  not  half-emerged  from  ob- 
scurity V 

"Hark  ye,  friend,"  replied  the  bard, 
"kee^  your  pardon  and  your  counsel  for 
those  who  ask  it ;  or,  if  you  will  force  them 
upon  people,  take  one  piece  of  advice  in 
return  :  if  you  don't  like  your  present  situ* 
ation,  apply  for  a  committee  without  delay : 
they'll  find  you  too  much  of  a  fool  to  have 
the  least  tincture  of  madness  :  and  you'll  be 
released  without  further  scruple ;  in  that 
case  I  shall  rejoice  in  your  deliverance ;  you 
will  be  freed  from  confinement,  and  I  shall 
be  happiljr  deprived  of  your  conversation." 

So  saving,  he  flew  off  at  a  tangent,  and 
our  knight  could  not  help  smiling  at  the  pe- 
culiar virulence  of  his  disposition.  Sir 
Launcelot  then  endeavoured  to  enter  into 
conversation  with  his  attendant,  by  asking 
how  long  Mr  Distich  had  resided  in  the 
house  ;  but  he  might  as  well  have  addressed 
himself  to  a  Turkish  mute  :  the  fellow  either 
pretended  ignorance,  or  refused  an  answer 
to  every  question  that  was  proposed.  He 
would  not  even  disclose  the  name  of  his 
landlord,  nor  inform  him  whereabouts  the 
house  was  situated. 

Finding  himself  agitated  with  impatience 
and  indignation,  he  returned  to  his  apart- 
ment, and  the  door  being  locked  upon  him, 
began  to  review,  not  without  horror,  the 
particldars  of  his  fiite.  **  How  little  reason," 
said  he  to  himself,  "have  we  to  boast  of 
the  blessings  enjoyed  by  the  British  subject, 
if  he  holds  them  on  suclt  a  precarious  te- 
nure :  if  a  man*of  rank  and  property  may  be 
thus  kidnapped  even  in  the  capital ;  if  he 
may  be  seized  by  ruffians,  insulted,  robbed, 
and  conveyed  to  such  a  prison  as  this,  from 
which  there  seems  to  be  no  possibility  of 
escape ;  should  I  be  indulged  with  pen,  ink, 
and  paper,  and  appeal  to  my  relations,  or  to 
the  magistrates  of  my  country,  my  letters 
would  be  intercepted  by  those  who  super- 
intend my  confinement.  Should  I  try  to 
alarm  the  neighbourhood,  my  cries  would  be 
neglected  as  those  of  some  unhappy  lunatic 
under  necessary  correction.  Should  I  em- 
ploy the  force  which  Heaven  has  lent  me,  I 
might  imbrue  my  hands  in  blood,  and  after 
all  find  it  impossible  to  escape  through  a  num- 
ber of  successive  doors,  locks,  bolts,  and  sen- 
tinels. Should  I  endeavour  to  tamper  with 
the  servant,  he  might  discover  my  design, 
and  then  I  should  l>e  abridged  of  the  little 
comfort  I  enjoy.  People  may  inveigh  a^inst 
the  Bastile  m  France,  and  the  Inquisition  in 
Portugal ;  but  I  would  ask,  if  either  of  these 


be  in  reality  so  dangerous  or  dreadful  as  a 
private  madihouse  in  England,  under  the  di- 
rection of  a  ruffian  1  The  Bastile  is  a  state 
prison,  the  Inquisition  is  a  spiritual  tribunal; 
but  both  are  under  the  direction  of  govern- 
ment. It  seldom,  if  ever,  happens  that  a 
man  entirely  innocent  is  confined  in  either ; 
or,  if  he  should,  he  lays  his  account  with  a 
legal  trial  before  established  judges.  But  in 
England,  the  most  innocent  person  upon 
earth  is  liable  to  be  immured  for  life  under 
the  pretext  of  lunacy,  sequestered  from  his 
wife,  children,  and  fHends,  robbed  of  his 
fortune,  deprived  even  of  necessaries,  and 
subjected  to  the  most  brutal  treatment  from 
a  low-bred  barbarian,  who  raises  an  ample 
fortune  on  the  misery  of  his  fellow-creatures, 
and  may,  during  his  whole  life,  practise  this 
horrid  oppression,  without  question  or  con- 
troul." 

This  uncomfortable  reverie  was  interrupt- 
ed by  a  very  unexpected  sound  that  seemed 
to  issue  firom  the  other  side  of  a  thick  party- 
wall.  -It  was  a  strain  of  vocal  music,  more 
plaintive  than  the  widowed  turtle's  moan, 
more  sweet  and  ravishing  than  Philomel's 
love-warbled  son^.  Through  his  ear  it  in- 
stantly pierced  into  his  heart :  for  at  once 
he  recognized  it  to  be  the  voice  of  his  ado- 
red Aurelia.  Heavens  !  what  was  the  agi- 
tation of  his  soul,  when  htt  made  this  disco- 
very !  how  did  every  nerve  quiver !  how  did 
his  heart  throb  with  the  most  violent  emo- 
tion !  He  ran  round  the  room  in  distraction, 
foaming  like  a  lion  in  the  toil — ^then  he 
placed  his  ear  close  to  the  partition,  and 
listened  as  if  his  whole  soul  was  exerted  in 
his  sense  of  hearing.  When  the  sound 
ceased  to  vibrate  on  his  ear,  he  threw  him- 
self on  the  bed  ;  he  groaned  with  anguish, 
he  exclaimed  in  broken  accents ;  and  in  all 
probability  his  heart  would  have  burst,  had 
not  the  violence  of  his  sorrow  found  vent  in 
a  flood  of  tears. 

These  first  transports  were  succeeded  by 
a  fit  of  impatience,  which  had  well  nigh  de- 
privlifl  him  of  his  senses  in  good  earnest. 
His  surprise  at  finding  his  lost  Aurelia  in 
such  a  place,  the  seeming  impossibility  of 
relieving  her,  and  his  unspeakable  eagerness 
to  contrive  some  scheme  for  profiting  by 
the  interesting  discovery  he  had  made,^  con- 
curred in  brewing  up  a  second  ecstasy,  dur- 
ing which  he  acted  a  thousand  extravagan- 
ces, which  it  was  well  for  him  the  attendants 
did  not  observe.  Perhaps  it  was  well  for  the 
servant  that  he  did  not  enter  while  the  par- 
oxysm prevailed ;  had  this  been  the  case,  he 
might  have  met  with  the  fate  of  Lychas, 
whom  Hercules  in  his  frenzy  destroyed. 

Before  the  cloth  was  laid  for  supper,  he 
was  calm  enough  to  conceal  the  disorder  of 
his  mind^  but  he  complained  of  the  headach, 
and  desired  he  miffht  be  next  day  visited  by 
the  physician,  to  whom  he  resolved  to  explain 
himself  in  such  a  manner,  as  should  make 
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an  impreesion  upon  him»  provided  he  was 
not  altogether  destitute  of  conscience  and 
humanity. 


CHAPTER  XXIV. 

The  knot  that  puzzles  human  towiom,  the 
hand  of  Fortune  sometimes  will  untie 
familiar  as  her  garter. 

Whsn  the  doctor  made  his  next  appearance 
in  Sir  Launcelot's  apartment,  the  knight 
addressed  him  in  these  words. — "Sir,  the 
practice  of  medicine  is  one* of  the  most 
nonourable  professions  exercised  among  the 
sons  of  men ;  a  profession  which  hath  been 
revered  at  all  periods,  and  in  all  nations, 
and  even  held  sacred  in  the  most  polished 
ages  of  antiquity.  The  scope  of  it  is  to  pre- 
serve the  being,  and  confirm  the  health  of 
our  fellow-creatures ;  of  consequence,  to  sus- 
tain the  blessings  of  society,  and  crown  life 
with  fruition.  The  character  of  a  physician, 
therefore,  not  only  supposes  natural  sagacity, 
and  acquired  erudition,  but  it  also  implies 
every  delicacy  of  sentiment,  every  tender- 
ness of  nature,  and  every  virtue  of  humanity. 
That  these  qualities  are  centered  in  you, 
doctor,  I  would  willingly  believe ;  but  it  will 
be  sufficient  for  «iy  purpose,  that  you  are 
possessed  of  common  integrity.  To  whose 
concern  I  am  indebted  for  your  visit  you  best 
know ;  but  if  you  understand  the  art  of  me- 
dicine, you  must  be  sensible  by  this  time, 
that,  with  respect  to  roe,  your  prescriptions 
are  altogether  unnecessary— come,  sir,  you 
cannot — you  don't  believe  that  my  intellects 
are  disordered.  Yet,  granting  me  to  be  re- 
ally under  the  influence,  of  that  deplorable 
malady,  no  person  has  a  right  to  treat  me  as 
a  lunatic,  or  to  sue  out  a  conunission,  but 
my  nearest  kindred.  That  you  may  not 
plead  ignorance  of  my  name  and  family,  you 
shall  understand  that  I  am  Sir  Launcelot 
Greaves,  of  the  county  of  York,  baronet; 
and  that  my  nearest  relation  is  Sir  Reginald 
Meadows,  of  Cheshire,  the  eldest  son  of  my 
mother's  sister — that  gentleman,  I  am  sure, 
had  no  concern  in  seducing  roe  by  false  pre- 
tences under  the  clouds  of  night  into  the 
fields,  where  I  was  surprised,  overpowered, 
and  kidnapped  by  armed  ruffians.  Had  he 
really  believed  me  insane,  he  would  have 
proceeded  according  to  the  dictates  of  hon- 
our, humanity,  and  the  laws  of  his  country. 
Situated  as  I  am,  I  have  a  right,  by  making 
application  to  the  lord  chancellor,  to  be  tried 
by  a  jury  of  honest  men.  '  But  of  that  right 
I  cannot  avail  myself,  while  I  remain  at  the 
mercy  of  a  ^rutal  miscreant,  in  whose  house 
I  am  inclosed,  unless  you  contribute  your 
assistance.  Your  assistance,  therefore,  I  de- 
mand, as  you  are  a  gentleman,  a  christian, 
and  a  fellow-subiect,  who,  though  every  other 
motive  should  be  overlooked,  ought  to  in- 


terest himself  in  my  case  as  a  common  con- 
cern, and  concur  with  all  your  power  to- 
wards the  punishment  of  those  who  dare 
commit  such  outrages  against  the  liberty  of 
your  country." 

The  doctor  seemed  to  be  a  little  discon- 
certed ;  but,  after  some  recollection,  resumed 
his  air  of  sufficiency  and  importance,  and 
assured  our  adventurer  he  would  do  him  all 
the  service  in  his  power ;  but,  in  the  mean 
time,  advised  him  to  take  the  potion  he  had 
prescribed. 

The  knight's  eyes  lightning  with  incligna- 
tion, — ^*'I  am  now  convinced,"  cried  he, 
"  that  you  are  an  accomplice  in  the  villainy 
which  has  been  practised  upon  me  ;  that  you 
ere  a  sordid  wretch,  without  principle  or 
feeling,  a  disgrace  to  the  fiiculty,  and  a  re- 
proach to  human  nature — ^yes,  sirrah,  you 
are  the  most  perfidious'  of  all  assassins — ^you 
are  the  hireling  minister  of  the  worst  of  all 
villains ;  who,  from  motives  even  baser  than 
malice,  envy  and  reven^,  rob  the  innocent 
of  all  the  comforts  of  life,  brand  them  with 
the  imputation  of  madness,  the  most  cruel 
species  of  slander,  and  wantonly  protract 
their  misery,  by  leaving  them  in  the  most 
shocking  confinement,  a  prey  to  refiections 
infinitely  more  bitter  than  death — ^but  I  will 
be  calm — do  me  justice  at  your  peril.  I  de- 
mand the  protection  of  the  legislature — ^if  I 
am  refused — ^remember  a  day  of  reckoning 
will  come — ^you  and  the  rest  of  the  miscreants 
who  have  combined  against  me,  must,  in 
order  to  cloak  your  treachery,  have  recourse 
to  murder ;  an  expedient  which  I  believe  you 
very  capable  of  embracing,  for  a  roan  of  my 
rank  and  character  cannot  be  much  loneer 
concealed.  Tremble,  caitiff,  at  the  thoughts 
of  my  release — in  the  mean  time,  beotoe,  lest 
my  just  resentment  impel  me  to  gguu  your 
brains  out  upon  that  marble— away " 

The  honest^Qptor  was  not  so  firmly  per- 
suaded of  his  patient's  lunacy  as  to  reject 
his  advice,  which  he  made  what  haste  he 
could  to  follow,  when  an  unexpected  acci- 
dent intervened. 

That  this  may  be  properly  introduced,  we 
must  return  to  the  knight's  brace  of  trusty 
friends.  Captain  Crowe  and  Lawyer  Clarke, 
whom  we  left  in  sorrowful  deliberation  upon 
the  fiite  of  their  patron.  Clarke's  genius 
being  rather  more  fruitful  in  resources  than 
that  of  the  seaman,  he  sug^ted  an  adver- 
tisement, which  was  accordingly  inserted  in 
the  daily  papers,  importing,  that^-**  Whereas 
a  gentleman  of  considerable  rank  and  fortune 
hs^  suddenly  disappeared,  on  such  a  night, 
from  his  house  near  Golden-square,  in  con* 
sequence  of  a  letter  delivered  to  him  by  a 
porter ;  and  there  is  great  reason  to  believe 
some  violence  hath  been  ofiered  to  his  life ; 
any  person  capable  of  giving  such  informa* 
tion  as  may  tend  to  clear  up  this  dark  trans* 
action,  shall,  by  applying  to  Mr  Thomas 
Clarke,  attorney,  at  his  lodgings  in  Upper 
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Brook-street,  receive  proper  security  for  the 
reward  of  one  hundred  guineas,  to  be  paid 
to  him  upon  his  making  the  discovery  re- 
quired.'* 

The  porter  who  delivered  the  letter,  ap- 
peared accordingly,  but  could  give  no  other 
information,  except  that  it  was  put  into  his 
hand  with  a  shilling,  by  a  man  muffled  up  in 
a  great  coat,  who  stopped  him  for  the  pur- 
pose, in  his  passing  through  Queen-street. 
It  was   necessary  that   the  advertisement 
should  produce  an  effect  upon  another  per- 
son, who  was  no  other  than  the  hackney- 
coachuian  who  drove  our  hero  to  the  place 
of  his  imprisonment.    This  fellow  had  been 
enjoined  secrecy,  and  indeed  bribed  to  hold 
his  ton^e,  by  a  considerable  gratification, 
which,  it  was  supposed,  would  have  been 
effectual,  as  the  man  was  a  master  coachman 
in  good  circumstances,  and  well  known  to 
the  keeper  of  the  mad-house,  by  whom  he 
had  been  employed  on  former  occasions  of 
the  same  nature.    Perhaps  his  fidelity  to  his 
employer,  reinforced  by  the  hope  of  many 
future  jobs  of  that  kind,  might  have  been 
proof  against  the  offer  of  fifty  pounds ;  but 
double  that  sum  was  a  temptation  he  could 
not  resist.    He  no  sooner  read  the  intimation 
in  the  Daily  Advertiser,  over  his  morning's 
pot  at  an  alehouse,  than  he  entered  into 
consultation  with  his  ov^n  thoughts;  and 
having  no  reason  to  doubt  that  this  was  the 
very  fare  he  had  conveyed,  he  resolved  to 
earn  the  reward,  and  abstain  from  all  such 
adventures  in  time  coming.     He  had  the 
precaution,  however,  to  take  an  attorney 
along  with  him  to  Mr  Clarke,  who  entered 
into  a  conditional  bond,  and  with  the  assist- 
ance of  his  uncle,  deposited  the  money,  to 
be  fortic^ming  when  the  conditions  should 
be  fulfilled.     These  previous  measures  being 
taken,  the  coachman  declared  what  he  knew, 
and  discovered  the  house  in  \^^ch  Sir  Laun- 
celot  had  been  immured.     He  moreover  ac- 
companied our  two  adherents  to  a  judge's 
chamber,  where  he  made  oath  to  the  truth 
of  his  information  ;  and  a  warrant  was  im- 
mediately granted,  to  search  the  house  of 
Bernard  Shackle,  and  set  at  liberty  SirLaun- 
celot  Greaves,  if  there  found. 

Fortified  with  this  authority,  they  engaged 
a  constable,  with  a  formidable  posse,  and 
embarking  them  in  coaches,  repaired,  with 
all  possible  expedition,  to  the  bouse  of  Mr 
Shackle,  who  did  not  think  proper  to  dispute 
their  claim,  and  admitted  them,  though  not 
without  betraying  evident  symptoms  of  con- 
sternation. One  of  the  servants  directing 
them,  by  his  master's  order,  to  Sir  Launce- 
lot's  apartment,  they  hurried  up  stairs  in  a 
body,  occasioning  such  a  noise,  as  did  not 
fail  to  alarm  the  physician,  who  had  just 
opened  the  door  to  retire,  when  he  perceived 
their  irruption.  Captain  Crowe,  conjecturing 
he  was  guilty,  from  the  confusion  that  ap- 
peared in  his  countenance,  made  no  scrapie 


of  seizing  him  by  the  collar,  as  he  endea- 
voured to  retreat ;  while  the  tender-hearted 
Tom  Clarke,  running  up  to  the  knight,  with 
his  eyes  brimful  of  joy  and  affection,  forgot 
all  the  forms  of  distant  respect,  and,  throw- 
ing his  arms  around  his  neck,  blubbered  in 
his  bosom. 

Our  hero  did  not  receive  this  proof  of  his 
attachment  unmoved.  He  strained  him  in 
his  embrace,  honoured  him  with  the  title  of 
his  deliverer,  and  asked  him  by  what  mira- 
cle he  had  discovered  the  place  of  his  con- 
finement. The  lawyer  began  to  unfold  the 
various  steps  he  had  taken  with  equal  mi- 
nuteness and  ^elf-complacency,  when  Crowe, 
dragging  the  doctor  still  by  the  collar,  shook 
his  old  friend  by  the  hand,  protesting  he  was 
never  so  overjoyed  since  he  got  clear  of  a 
Sallee  rover  on  the  coast  of  Barbary ;  and 
that  two  glasses  ago  he  would  have  started 
all  the  money  he  had  in  the  world  in  the  hold 
of  any  man  who  would  have  shown  Sir 
Launcelot  safe  at  his  moorings.  The  kni^t, 
having  made  a  proper  return  to  this  sincere 
manifestation  of  good  will,  desired  him  to 
dismiss  that  worthless  fellow,  meaning  the 
doctor,  who,  finding  himself  released,  with- 
drew with  some  precipitation. 

Then  our  adventurer,  attended  by  his 
friends,  walked  with  a  deliberate  pace  to  the 
outward  gate,  which  he  found  open,  and 
getting  into  one  of  the  coaches,  was  enter- 
tained by  the  way  to  his  own  house,  with  a 
detail  of  every  measure  which  had  been  pur- 
sued for  his  release. 

In  his  own  parlour  he  found  Mrs  Dolly 
Cowslip,  who  had  been  waiting  with  great 
fear  and  impatience  for  the  issue  of  Mr 
Clarke's  adventure.  She  now  fell  upon  her 
knees,  and  bathed  the  knight's  hands  with 
tears  of  joy :  while  the  face  of  this  young 
woman,  recalling  the  idea  of  her  mistress, 
roused  his  heart  to  strong  emotions,  and  sti- 
mulated his  mind  to  the  immediate  achieve- 
ment he  had  already  planned.  As  for  Mr 
Crabshaw,  he  was  not  the  last  to  signify  his 
satisAiction  at  his  master's  return.  After 
having  kissed  the  hem  of  his  gaiment,  he 
retired  to  the  stable,  where  he  communicated 
these  tidinffs  to  his  friend  Gilbert,  whom  he 
saddled  and  bridled ;  the  same  office  he  per- 
formed for  Bronzomarte;  then  putting  on 
his  squire-like  attire  and  accoutrements,  he 
mounted  one,  and  led  the  other  to  the 
knight's  door,  before  which  he  paraded,  ut- 
tering, from  time  to  time,  repeated  shouts, 
to  the  no  small  entertainment  of  the  popu- 
lace, until  he  received  orders  to  hou.se  his 
companions.  Thus  commanded,  he  led  them 
back  to  their  stalls,  resumed  his  livery,  and 
rejoined  his  fellow-servants,  who  were  re- 
solved to  celebrate  the  day  with  banquets 
and  rejoicings. 

Their  master's  heart  was  not  sufficiently 
at  ease  to  share  in  their  Ibstivity.  He  held 
a  consultation  wild  his  friends  in  the  parlour* 
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whom  he  iicqu&iiited  with  the  reaflons  he 
had  to  believe  Miss  Darnel  was  confined  in 
the  same  hoase  which  had  been  his  prison ; 
a  circumstance  which  filled  them  with  equal 
pleasure  and  astonishipent.  DoHy,  in  par- 
ticular, weeping  plentifully,  conjured  him  to 
deliver  her  dear  lady  without  delay.  Nothing 
now  remained  but  to  concert  the  plan  for 
her  deliverance.  As  Aurelia  had  informed 
Dolly  of  her  connexion  with  Mrs  Kawdle,  at 
whose  house  she  proposed  to  lodfe,  before 
she  was  overtaken  on  the  road  by  her  uncle, 
this  particular  was  now  imparted  to  the  coun« 
oil,  and  struck  a  light  which  seemed  to  point 
out  the  direct  way  to  Miss  Darners  enlarge- 
ment. 

Our  hero,  accompanied  by  Mrs  Cowslip 
and  Tom  Clarke,  set  out  immediately  for  the 
house  of  Dr  Kawdle,  who  happened  to  be 
'  ^  abroad,  but  his  wife  received  them  with  great 
'  courtesy.  She  was  a  well-bred,  sensible, 
genteel  woman,  and  strongly  attached  to 
Aurelia,  by  the  ties  of  affection,  as  well  as  of 
consanguinity.  She  no  sooner  learned  the 
situation  of  her  cousin,  than  she  expressed 
the  most  impatient  concern  for  her  being  set 
at  liberty,  and  assured  Sir  Launcelot,  she 
would  concur  in  any  scheme  he  should  pro- 
pose for  that  purpose.  There  was  no  room 
ibr  hesitation  or  choice;  he  attended  her 
immediately  to  the  judge,  who,  upon  proper 
application,  issued  another  search-warrant 
for  Aurelia  Darnel.  The  constable  and  his 
posse  were  again  retained,  and  Sir  Launcelot 
Greaves  once  more  cros^d  the  threshold  of 
Mr  Bernard  Shackle.  Nor  was  the  search, 
warrant  the  only  implement  of  justice  with 
which  he  had  furnished  himself  for  his  visit. 
In  going  thither,  they  amed  upon  the  me- 
thod  in  which  they  should  introduce  them- 
selves gradually  to  Miss  Darnel,  that  her 
tender  nature  might  not  be  too  much  shocked 
by  their  sudden  appearance. 

When  they  arrived  at  the  house,  therefore, 
and  produced  their  credentials,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  a  female  attendant  was  di- 
rected Jto  show  the  lady's  apartment;'  Mrs 
Dolly  first  entered  the  chamber  of  the  ac- 
complished Aurelia,  who,  lifting  up  her  eyes. 
Screamed  aloud,  and  flew  into  the  arms  of 
her  faithful  Cowslip.  Some  minutes  elapsed 
before  Dolly  could  make  shift  to  exclaim, — 
'*  am  coom  to  live  and  daai  with  my  beloved 
leady  !"  "  Dear  Dolly  !*'  cried  her  mistress, 
**I  cannot  express  the  pleasure  I  have  in 
seeing  you  again — good  Heaven !  what  soli- 
tary hours  of  keen  affliction  have  I  passed 
since  we  parted ! — but,  tell  me,  how  did  you 
discover  tne  place  of  my  retreat  I — ^has  my 
uncle  relented  ?— do  I  owe  your  coming  to 
his  indulgeace  V* 

Dolly  answered  in  the  negative ;  and,  by 
degrees  gave  her  to  understand,  that  her 
cousin,  Mrs  Kawdle  was  in  the  next  room : 
that  lady  immediately  appeared,  and  a  very 
tender  scene  of  recognitiqp  passed  between 


the  two  relations.  It  was  she,  who,  in  the 
course  of  conversation,  perceiving  that  Au- 
relia was  perfectly  composed,  declared  the 
happy  tidings  of  her  approaching  deliverance. 
When  the  other  eagerly  insisted  upon  know- 
ing to  whose  humanity  and  address  she  was 
indebted  for  this  happy  turn  of  fortune,  her 
cousin  declared  the  obli|ration  was  due  to  a 
young  eentleman  of  ^rkshire,  called  Sir 
Launcelot  Crreaves.  At  mention  of  that 
name,  her  &ce  was  overspread  with  a  crim- 
son  glow,  and  her  eyes  beamed  redoubled 
splendour. — **  Cousin,"  said  she,  with  a  sigh, 
"  I  know  not  what  to  say— that  gentleman- 
Sir  Launcelot  Greaves  was  surely  born — 
Lord  bless  me !  I  tell  you  cousin,  he  has 
been  my  guardian  angel." 

Mrs  Kawdle,  who  had  maintained  a  corres- 
pondence with  her  by  letters,  was  no  stran- 
ger to  the  former  part  of  the  connection 
sub^sting  between  those  two  lovers,  and  had 
always  favdured  the  pretensions  of  our  hero, 
without  being  acquainted  with  his  person. 
She  now  observed,  with  a  smile,  that  as  Au- 
relia esteemed  the  knight  her  guardian  angel, 
and  he  adored  her  as  a  demi-deity,  nature 
seemed  to  have  intended  them  for  each  other ; 
for  such  sublime  ideas  exalted  them  both 
above  the  sphere  of  ordinary  mortals.  She 
then  ventured  to  intimate  that  he  was  in  the 
house,  impatient  to  pay  his  respects  in  per- 
son. At  this  declaration  the  colour  vanished 
from  her  cheeks,  which,  however,  soon  un- 
derwent a  total  suffusion.  Her  heart  panted, 
her  bosom  heaved,  and  her  gentle  frame  was 
agitated  by  transports  rather  violent  than 
unpleasing.  She  soon,  however,  recollected 
herself,  and  her  native  serenity  returned; 
when,  rising  from  her  seat,  she  declared 
she  would  see  him  in  the  next  apiMment, 
where  he  stood  in  the  most  tumultuous  sus- 
pense, waiting  for  permission  to  approach 
her  person,  ^ere  she  broke  in  upon  him, 
arraved  in  an  elegant  white  undress,  the 
emblem  of  her  purity,  beaming  forth  the 
emanations  of  amazing  beauty,  warmed  and 
improved  with  a  glow  of  gratitude  and  affec* 
tion.  His  heart  was  too  big  for  utterance ; 
he  ran  towards  her  with  rapture,  and  throw- 
ing himself  at  her  feet,  imprinted  a  most 
respectful  kiss  on  her  lily  hand.  "This, 
divine  Aurelia,"  cried  he,  *'  is  a  foretaste  of 
that  ineffable  bliss  which  you  was  bom  to 
bestow! — Do  I  then  live  to  see  you  smile 
again  ?  to  see  you  restored  to  liberty,  your 
mind  at  ease,  and  your  health  unimpaired  ?" 
''You  have  lived,"  said  she,  "to  see  my 
obligations  to  Sir  Launcelot  Greaves  accu- 
mulated in  such  a  manner,  that  a  whole  lifb 
spent  in  acknowledgement,  will  scarce  suffice 
to  demonstrate  a  due  sense  of  his  goodness." 
"You  greatly  overrate  my  services,  which 
have  been  rather  the  duties  of  common  hu- 
manity, than  the  efforts  of  a  generous  pass- 
ion, too  noble  to  be  thus  evinced ; — but  let 
not  my  unseasonable  transports  detain  yon  a 
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moment  longer  on  this  detested  scene— give 
me  leave  to  hand  vou  into  the  coach,  and 
commit  you  to  to  the  care  of  this  good  lady> 
attended  by  this  honest  young  gentleman, 
who  is  my  particular  friend."  So  saying, 
he  presented  Mr  Thomas  Clarke,  who  h^ 
the  honour  to  salute  the  ftir  hand  of  the  ever 
amiable  Aurelia. 

The  ladies  being  safely  coached  under  the 
escort  of  the  lawyer,  Sir  Launcelot  assured 
them  he  should  wait  on  them  in  the  evening 
at  the  house  of  Dr  Kawdle,  whither  thev  im. 
mediately  directed  their  course.  Our  hero, 
who  remained  with  the  constable  and  his 
gang,  inquired  for  Mr  Bernard  Shackle,  upon 
whose  person  he  intended  to  serve  a  writ  of 
conspiracy,  over  and  above  a  prosecution  for 
robbery,  in  conse<|uence  of  his  having  disen* 
cumbered  the  knight  of  his  money  and  other 
effects,  on  the  first  night  of  his  confinement. 
Mr  Shackle  had  discretion  enough  to  i^oid 
this  encounter,  and  even  to  anticipate  the 
indictment  for  felony,  by  directing  one  of  his 
servants  to  restore  the  cash  and  papers, 
which  our  adventurer  accordingly  received 
before  he  quitted  the  house. 

In  the  prosecution  of  his  search  after 
Shackle,  he  chanced  to  enter  the  chamber 
of  the  bard,  whom  he  found  in  dishabille, 
writing  at  a  table,  with  a  bandage  over  one 
eye,  and  his  head  covered  with  a  night-cap 
of  baiie.  The  knijfht,  having  made  an  apo- 
logy for  this  intrusion,  desired  to  know  if  he 
could  be  of  any  service  to  Mr  Distich,  as  he 
was  now  at  liberty  to  use  the  little  influence 
he  had  for  the  relief  of  his  fellow-sufferers. 
The  poet  bavins  eyed  him  for  some  time 
askance,  '*  1  told  vou,"  said  he,  "your  stay 
in  this  place  would  be  of  short  duration.  I 
have  sustained  a  small  disaster  on  my  left 
eye,  from  the  hands  of  a  rascaDy  cordwainer, 
who  pretends  to  believe  himself  the  king  of 
Prussia,  and  I  am  now  in  tly  very  act  of 
galling  his  majesty  with  keen  iambics.  If 
voa  can  help  me  to  a  roll  of  tobacco  and  a 
bottle  of  geneva,  so ;— if  you  are  not  so  in- 
dined,  your  humble  servant,  I  shall  share  in 
the  joy  of  your  deliverance." 

T^he  knipfht  declined  gratifying  him  in 
these  particulari,  which  he  apprehended 
might  be  prejudicial  to  his  health,  but  offered 
his  assistance  in  redressing  his  grievances, 
provided  he  laboured  under  any  cruel  treat- 
ment or  inconvenience.  **  I  comprehend  the 
fijll  extent  of  your  generosity,"  replied  the 
satirist ;  *<  you  are  willing  to  assist  me  in 
every  thing,  except  the  only  circumstance  in 
which  assistance  is  requireu-^God  b*w'ye— 
if  you  see  Ben  Bullock,  tell  him  I  wish  he 
would  not  dedicate  any  more  of  his  works  to 
me.  Damn  the  fellow,  he  has  changed  his 
note,  and  begins  to  snivel.  For  my  part,  I 
stick  to  mv  former  maxim,  defy  all  the  world, 
and  will  jie  hard,  even  if  death  should  be 
nrpceded  by  damnation." 
The  knight,  finding  him  iDcotrigible,  left 


him  to  the  slender  chance  of  being  one  day 
comforted  by  the  dram-bottle ;  but  resolvea, 
if  possible,  to  set  on  foot  an  accurate  inquiry 
into  the  economy  and  transactions  of  this  pri- 
vate inquisition,  that  ^ample  justice  might  be 
done  in  favour  of  every  injured  individual 
confined  within  its  walls. 

In  the  afternoon  he  did  not  fail  to  visit  his 
Aurelia ;  and  all  the  protestations  of  their 
mutual  passion  were  once  more  interchanged. 
Me  now  produced  the  letter  which  had  caused 
such  fatal  disquiet  in  his  bosom  ;  and  Miss 
Darnel  no  sooner  eved  the  paper,  than  she 
recollected  it  was  a  formal  dismission,  which 
she  had  intended  and  directed  for  Mr  Syca- 
more.  This  the  uncle  had  intercepted,  and 
cunningly  inclosed  in  another  cover,  address- 
ed  to  Sir  Launcelot  Greaves,  who  was  now 
astonished  beyond  measure  to  see  the  mys- 
tery so  easily  unfolded.  The  joy  that  now 
diffused  itself  in  the  hearts  of  our  lovers  is  < 
more  easily  conceived  than  described ;  but, 
in  order  to  ^ve  a  stability  to  this  mutual 
satisfaction,  it  was  necessary  that  Aurelia 
should  be  secured  from  the  tyranny  of  her 
uncle,  whose  power  of  guardianship  would 
not  otherwise  expire  for  some  months. 

Dr  Kawdle  and  his  lady  having  entered 
into  their  deliberations  on  this  subject,  it 
was  agreed  that  Miss  Darnel  should  have  re- 
course to  the  protection  of  the  lord  chancel- 
lor ;  but  such  application  was  rendered  un- 
necessary bv  the  unexpected  arrival  of  John 
Clump,  with  the  following  letter  to  Mrs 
Kawale  from  the  Reward  of  Anthony  Dar- 
nel, dated  at  Aurelia's  house  in  the  country : 
"  Madam, 

**  It  has  pleased  God  to  afflict  Mr  Darnel 
with  a  severe  stroke  of  the  dead  palsy.  He 
was  taken  ill  yesterday,  and  now  lies  in- 
sensible, seemingly  at  the  point  of  death. 
Among  the  papers  in  his  pocket  I  found  the 
inclosed,  by  which  it  appeared  that  my 
honoured  young  lady,  Miss  Darnel,  is  con- 
fined in  a  private  madhouse.  I  am  afraid 
Mr  Darnel's  fate  is  a  just  judgment  of  God 
upon  him  for  his  cruelty  to  that  excellent 
person.  I  need  not  exhort  you,  madam,  to 
take,  immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  this, 
such  measures  as  will  be  necessary  for  the 
enlargement  of  mv  poor  young  lady.  In  the 
mean  time,  I  shaJl  do  the  needful  for  the 
preservation  of  her  property  in  this  .place, 
and  send  you  an  account  of  any  forther  alter- 
ation  that  may  happen  ;  being  very  respect- 
folly,  madam,  your  most  obedient  humble 
servant,  Ralph  Mattocks." 

Clump  had  posted  up  to  London  with  this 
intimation  on  the  wings  of  love,  and  being 
covered  with  clay  from  the  heels  to  the  eyes 
upwards,  he  appeared  in  such  an  unfavour- 
able light  at  Dr  Kawdle*s  door,  that  the 
footman  refused  him  admittance.  Never- 
theless, be  pushed  him  aside,  and  fought  his 
way  up  stairs  into  the  dining-room,  where 
the  company  was  not  a  little  astonished  at 
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sach  an  apparition.  The  fellow  himself  was 
DO  less  amazed  at  seeing  Aurelia  and  his 
own  sweetheart  Mrs  Doi\j  Cowslip.  He 
forthwith  fell  upon  his  knees,  and  in  silence 
held  out  the  letter,  which  was  taken  hy  the 
doctor,  and  presented  to  his  wife,  accoiding 
to  the  direction.  She  did  not  feil  to  com- 
municate the  contents,  which  were  fer  fh>m 
being  unwelcome  to  the  individuals  who 
composed  this  little  society.  Mr  Clump 
was  honoured  with  the  approbation  of  his 
young  lady,  who  commended  him  for  his 
zeai  and  expedition :  bestowed  upon  him  a 
handsome  gratuity  in  the  mean  time,  and  de- 
sired to  see  him  again  when  he  should  be 
properly  refreshed  after  the  fetigue  he  had 
undergone. 

Mr  Thomas  Clarke  being  consulted  on  this 
occasion,  gave  it  as  his  opmion,  that  Miss 
Darnel  should,  without  delay,  choose  an- 
other fi^ardian  for  the  few  months  that  re- 
mained of  her  minority.  The  opinion  was 
confirmed  by  the  advice  of  some  eminent 
lawyers,  to  whom  immediate  recourse  was 
had ;  and  Dr  Kawdle  being  the  person  pitch- 
ed upon  for  that  office,  the  necessary  forms 
were  executed  with  all  possible  dispatch. 

Tlie  first  use  the  doctor  made  of  his  guar- 
dianship, was  to  sign  a  power,  constituting 
Mr  Ralph  Mattocks  his  attorney  pro  tetiu 
forCf  for  manafling  the  estate  of  Miss  Aure- 
lia Darnel ;  and  ukia  was  forwarded  to  the 
steward  by  the  hands  of  Clump,  who  set  out 
with  it  for  the  seat  of  Darnel-hill,  though 
not  without  a  heavy  hftrt,  occasioned  by 
some  intimation  he  bad  received  concerning 
the  connection  between  his  dear  Dolly  and 
Mr  Clarke  the  lawyer. 


CHAPTER  THE  LAST. 

Whiehf  it  it  hoped,  wiU  he,  on  mare  aC" 
eourUa  than  one,  agreeable  to  the  reader. 

Sir  liAUNOXLOT,  haviiuf  vindicated  the  li- 
berty, confirmed  the  sarety,  and  secured  the 
heart  of  his  charming  Aurelia,  now  found 
leisure  to  unravel  the  conspiracy  which  had 
been  executed  against  his  person;  and  with 
that  view  commenced  a  law-suit  against  the 
owner  of  Uie  house  where  he  and  his  mis- 
tress  had  been  separately  confined.  Mr 
Shackle  was,  notwithstanding  all  the  sub- 
missions and  atoI|^ment  which  he  oflTered  to 
make,  either  in  pnvate  or  in  public,  indicted 
on  the  statute  of  kidnapping,  tried,  convict- 
ed, punished  by  a  severe  fine,  and  standing 
in  the  pillory.  A  judicial  writ  ad  inquiren- 
dum being  executed,  the  prisons  of  his  in- 
quisition  w«%  laid  open,  and  several  inno- 
cent captives  enlaraed. 

In  the  course  of  Shackle's  trial,  it  appear- 
ed that  the  knight's  confinement  was  a 
scheme  executed  by  his  rival  Mr  Sycamore, 
according  to  the  device  of  his  counsellor 


Dawdle,  who,  by  this  contrivance,  had  re* 
conciled  himself  to  his  patron,  after  having 
deserted  him  in  the  day  of  battle.  Our  hero 
was  so  incensed  at  this  discovery  of  Syca. 
more's  treachery  and  ingratitude,  that  he 
went  in  quest  of  him  immediately,  to  take 
vengeance  on  his  person,  accompanied  by 
Captain  Crowe,  who  wanted  to  balance  ac- 
counts with  Mr  Dawdle.  But  those  gen- 
tlemen had  wisely  avoided  the  impending 
storm,  by  retiring  to  the  continent,  on  pre- 
tence of  travelling  for  improvement. 

Sir  Launcelot  was  not  now  so  much  of  a 
knight-errant  as  to  leave  Aurelia  to  the  care 
of  Providence,  and  pursue  the  traitors  to  the 
farthest  extremities  of  the  earth.  He  prac- 
tised a  much  more  easy,  certain,  and  effec* 
tual  method  of  revenge,  by  instituting  a  pro* 
cess  against  them,  which,  after  writs  of 
capiat,  alias,  ei  pluries,  had  been  repeated, 
8ub|^ted  them  both  to  outlawry.  Mr  Syca- 
more and  his  friend  being  thus  deprived  of 
the  benefit  of  the  law,  by  their  own  neglect, 
would  likewise  have  forfeited  their  goods 
and  chattels  to  the  king,  had  they  not  made 
such  submissions  as  appeased  the  wrath  of 
Sir  Launcelot  and  Captain  Crowe ;  then  they 
ventured  to  return,  and  by  dint  of  interest 
obtained  a  reversal  of  the  outlawry.  But 
this  grace  they  did  not  enjoy  till  long  after  our 
adventurer  was  happily  established  in  life. 

While  the  knight  waited  impatiently  for 
the  expiration  of  Aurelia's  minority,  and  in 
the  mean  time  consoled  himself  with  the 
imperfect  happiness  arising  from  her  conver- 
sation, and  those  indulgences  which  the  most 
unblemished  virtue  could  bestow,  Captain 
Crowe  projected  another  plan  of  vengeance 
against  the  conjuror,  whose  lying  oracles  had 
cost  him  such  a  world  of  vexatioit  The 
truth  is,  the  captain  began  to  be  tired  of 
idleness,  and  undertook  this  adventure  to 
keep  his  hand^in  use.  He  imparted  his  de- 
sign to  Crabshaw,  who  had  likewise  suffered 
in  spirit  fi^m  the  predictions  of  the  said 
ofiender,  and  was  extremely  well  disposed 
to  assist  in  punishing  the  fiilse  prophet.  He 
now  took  it  for  granted  that  he  should  not 
be  hanged  for  stealing  a  horse ;  and  thought 
it  very  hard  to  pay  so  much  money  for  a 
deceiyul  prophecy,  which,  in  ail  likelihood, 
would  never  be  folfilled. 

Actuated  by  these  motives,  they  set  out 
together  for  the  house  of  consultation ;  but 
they  found  it  shut  up  and  abandoned ;  and, 
upon  inquiry  in  the  neighbourhood,  learned 
that  the  conjuror  had  moved  his  quarters  that 
very  day  on  which  the  captain  had  recourse 
to  his  art.  This  was  actually  the  case :  he 
knew  the  fete  of  Sir  Launcelot  would  soon 
come  to  light,  and  he  did  not  choose  to  wait 
the  consequence.  He  had  other  motives  for 
decamping :  he  had  run  a  score  at  the  public 
house,  which  he  had  no  mind  to  discharae, 
and  wanted  to  disengage  himself  from  his 
female  associate,  who  knew  too  much  of  his 
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affairs  to  be  kept  at  a  proper  distance.  All 
these  purposes  he  had  answered  by  retreat- 
ing softly,  without  beat  of  drum,  while  his 
sybil  was  abroad  running  down  prey  for  his 
devouring.  He  had  not,  however,  taken  his 
measures  so  cunningly,  but  that  this  old  hag 
discovered  his  new  lodgings,  and,  in  revenge, 
gave  information  to  the  publican.  This  cre- 
ditor took  out  a  writ  accordingly,  and  the 
bailiff  had  just  secured  his  person  as  Captain 
Crowe  and  Timothy  Crabshaw  chanced  to 
pass  by  the  door  in  their  way  homewards, 
through  an  obscure  street  near  the  Seven 
Dials. 

The  conjuror  having  no  subterfuge  left, 
but  a  great  many  particular  reasons  for  avoid- 
ing an  explanation  with  the  justice,  like  the 
man  between  the  devil  and  the  deep  sea,  of 
two  evils  chose  the  least ;  and  beckoning  to 
the  captain,  called  him  by  his  name.  Crowe, 
thus  addressed,  replied  with  a  "hiUqffa!" 
and  looking  towards  the  place  from  whence 
he  was  hailed,  at  once  recognized  the  ne- 
cromancer. Without  further  hesitation  he 
sprang  across  the  street,  and  collaring  Albu- 
mazar,  exclaimed,  "Aha!  old  boy,  is  the 
wind  in  that  comes  1-^1  thought  we  should 
ffrapple  one  day-— now  will  I  oring  you  up 
by  the  head,  though  all  the  devils  m  hell 
were  blowing  abaft  the  beam." 

The  bailiff  seeing  his  prisoner  so  roughly 
handled  before,  and  at  the  same  time  assault- 
ed behind  by  Crabshaw,  who  cried,  **  Show 
me  a  liar,  and  I'll  show  you  a  thief— who  is 
to  be  hanged  now  1"  I  say,  the  bailiff,  fear- 
ing he  would  lose  the  benefit  of  his  job,  be- 
gan to  put  on  his  contentious  face,  and,  de- 
claring the  doctor  was  his  prisoner,  swore 
he  could  not  surrender  him  without  a  war- 
rant fnm  the  lord-chief-iusUce.  The  whole 
^np  adjourning  into  the  parlour,  the  con- 
juror desired  to  know  of  Crowe  whether 
Sir  Launcelot  was  found.  Being  answered, 
**  Ey,  ey,  safe  enough  to  see  you  made  fast 
in  tiie  bilboes,  brother ;"  he  told  the  captain 
he  had  something  of  consequence  to  commu- 
nicate for  his  advantage ;  and  proposed  that 
Crowe  and  Crabshaw  should  bail  the  action, 
which  lay  only  for  a  debt  of  three  pounds. 

Crowe  stormed  and  Crabshaw  grinned  at 
this  modest  proposal ;  but  when  they  under- 
stood that  they  could  only  be  bound  for  hb 
appearance,  and  reflected  that  they  need  not 
part  with  him  until  his  body  should  be  sur- 
rendered  unto  justice,  they  consented  to  give 
bail ;  and  the  bond  being  executed,  conveyed 
him  directly  to  the  house  of  our  adventurer. 

The  boisterous  Crowe  introduced  him  to 
Sir  Launcelot  with  such  an  abrupt  uncon- 
nected detail  of  his  offence,  as  the  knight 
could  not  understand  without  Timothy's  an- 
notations. These  were  followed  by  some 
questions  put  to  the  conioror,  who,  living 
aside  his  black  sown,  and  plucking  off  his 
white  beard,  exhibited,  to  the  astonished 
•poctators,  the  very  individual  cdtmtenaace 


of  the  empirical  politician  Ferret,  who  had 
played  our  hero  such  a  slippery  trick  afinr 
the  electioneering  adventure. 

"  I  perceivdy"  said  he,  <'  you  are  preparing 
to  expostulate,  and  upbraid  me  with  having 
given  a  false  information  against  you  to  the 
country  justice.  I  look  upon  mankind  to  be 
in  a  state  of  nature,  a  truth  which  Ho^bes  hath 
stumbled  upon  by  accident.  I  think  every 
man  has  a  right  to  avail  himself  of  his  talents, 
even  at  the  expense  of  his  fellow-creatures ; 
just  as  we  see  the  fish,  and  other  animals 
of  the  creation,  devouring  one  another.  I 
found  the  justice  but  one  deffree  removed 
from  idiotism,  and  knowing  uiat  he  would 
commit  some  blunder  in  the  execution  of  his 
office,  which  would  lay  him  at  your  mercy, 
I  contrived  to  make  his  folly  the  instrument 
of  my  escape— I  was  dismissed  without  be- 
ing obliged  to  sign  the  information  I  had 
Even ;  and  you  took  ample  venffeanoe  for 
8  granny  and  impertinence.  I  came  to 
London,  where  my  circumstances  obliged 
me  to  live  in  disguise.  In  the  character  of 
a  conjuror  I  was  consulted  by  your  follower 
Crowe,  and  your  squire  Crabshaw.  I  did 
little  or  nothing  but  echo  back  the  intelli- 
gence they  brought  me,  except  prognosti- 
cating thnt  Cralwhaw  would  be  hanged ;  a 
prediction  to  which  I  found  myself  so  irre- 
sistibly impelled,  that  I  am  persuaded  it  was 
the  real  effect  of  inspiration.  I  am  now 
arrested  for  a  paltry  sum  of  money,  and, 
moreover,  liable  to  be  sent  to  Bridewell  as 
an  im  poster— -let  %ose  answer  for  my  con- 
duct whose  cruelty  and  insolence  have  dri- 
ven me  to  the  necessity  of  using  such  sub- 
terfuges— ^I  have  been  oppressed  and  perse- 
cuted by  the  government  for  speaking  truth—* 
your  omnipotent  laws  have  reconcued  con- 
tradictions. That  which  is  acknowledged 
to  be  truth  in  fact,  is  construed  falsehood  in 
law ;  and  great  reason  we  have  to  boast  of  a 
constitution  founded  on  the  basis  of  absur- 
dity. But,  waving  these  remarks,  I  own  I 
am  unwiUing  to  be  either  imprisoned  for 
debt,  or  punished  for  imposture— I  know 
how  far  to  depend  upon  generosity,  and  what 
is  called  benevolence :  words  to  amuse  the 
weak-minded — ^I  bail4  upon  a  surer  botton^^ 
I  will  bargain  for  your  assistance-^-it  is  In 
my  power  to  put  twelve  thousand  pounds  in 
the  pocket  of  Samiel  Crowe,  that  there  sea- 
ruffian,  who  by  his  good  will  would  hang  me 
to  the  yard's  arm—" 

There  he  was  interrupted  by  the  seaman. 
'<Damn  your  rat's  eyes!  none  of  your^* 
hang  thee !  fish  my  topmasts !  if  the  rope 
was  fkirly  reeved,  and  tne  tackle  sound,  ^e 
see—"  Mr  Clarke,  who  was  present,  began 
to  stare,  while  the  knight  assured  Ferret, 
that,  if  he  was  really  able  and  wiUing  to 
serve  Cantain  Crowe  in  any  thing  es8ential« 
he  shoula  be  amply  reipi^uded.  In  the  mean 
time  he  dischaiged  the  debt,  and  aMigned 
him  an  aputment  in  his  own  bouse.    Tlwl 
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Mune  day  Crowe,  by  .the  advice  of  Sir  Laiin- 
qelot  and  his  nepnew,  entered  into  condi- 
tional articles  with  the  cynic,  to  allow  him 
the  interest  of  fifteen  hund^d  pounds  for 
life,  provided  by  his  means  the  captain  should 
obtain  possession  of  the  estate  of  Hobby-hole 
in  Yorkshire,  which  had  belonged  to  his 

grandfather,  and  of  which  he  was  heir  of 
lood. 

This  bond  bein^  executed,  Mr  Ferret  dis- 
covered that  he  himself  was  the  lawful  hus- 
band of  Bridget  Maple,  aunt  to  Samuel 
Crowe,  by  a  clandestine  marriage;  which, 
however,  he  convinced  them  he  could  prove 
by  undeniable  evidence.  This  being  the  case, 
ane,  the  said  Bridget  Maple,  alias  Ferret, 
was  a  covert  femtnef  consequently  could 
not  transact  any  deed  of  alienation  without 
his  concurrence ;  er^o,  the  docking  of  the 
entail  of  the  estate  oi  Hobby-hole  was  illegal 
and  of  none  effect.  This  was  a  very  agree- 
able declaration  to  the  whole  company,  who 
did  not  fail  to  congratulate  Captain  Crowe 
on  the  prospect  of  his  bein^  restored  to  his 
inheritance.  Tom  Clarke  m  particular  pro- 
tested, with  tears  in  his  eyes,  that  it  save 
him  unspeakable  joy ;  and  his  tears  trickled 
the  faster,  when  Crowe,  with  an  arch  look, 
signified  that  now  he  was^  pretty  well  vic- 
tualled for  life,  he  had  some  thoughts  of  em- 
barking on  the  voyage  of  matrimony. 

But  that  point  of  happiness  to  which,  as 
the  north  pole,  the  course  of  these  adven- 
tures had  been  invariablv  directed,  was  still 
tmattained ;  we  mean,  me  indissoluble  union 
of  the  accomplished  Sir  Launcelot  Greaves 
and  the  enchanting  Miss  Darnel.    Our  hero 
now  discovered  in  his  mistress  a  thousand 
charms,  which  hitherto  he  had  no  opportu- 
nity to  contemplate.    He  found  her  beauty 
excelled  by  her  good  sense,  and  her  virtue 
superior  to  both.    He  found  her  untainted  by 
that  giddiness,  vanity,  and  affectation,  which 
distinguish  the  fiishionable  females  of  the 
present  a^  ;  he  found  her  uninfected  by  the 
rage  for  diversion  and  dissipation ;  for  noise, 
tumulty  gewgaws,  glitter  and  extravagance : 
he  found  her  not  only  raised  by  understand- 
ing and  taste  far  above  the  amusement  of 
little  vulgar  minds,  ^t  even  exalted  by  un- 
common genius  and  refined  reflection,  so  as 
to  relish  uie  more  sublime  enjoyments  of  ra- 
tional pleasure ;  he  found  her  possessed  of 
that  vigour  of  mind  which  constitutes  true 
fortitude,  and  vindicates  the  empire  of  reason ; 
he  found  her  heart  incapable  of  dimiise  or 
dissimulation;  frank,  generous,  and  open; 
susceptible  of  the  most  tender  impressions ; 
glowing  with  a  keen  sense  of  honour,  and 
melting  with  humanitv.     A  youth  of  his 
sensibility  could  not  fail  of  being  deeply  af- 
fected bv  such  attractions.    The  nearer  he 
approached  the  centre  of  happiness,  the 
more  did  the  velocity  of  his  passion  increase. 
Her  uncle  still  remamed  insensible  as  it  were 
m  the  arms  of  death.    Time  seemed  to  lin- 
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ger  in  its  lapse,  till  the  knight  was  inflamed 
to  ^e  most  eager  degree  of  impatience.  He 
communicated  his  distress  to  Aurelia;  he 
pressed  her  witli  the  most  pathetic  remon- 
strances to  abridge  the  torture  of  his  sus- 
pense. He  interested  Mrs  Kawdle  in  his 
behalf,  and  at  length  his  importunity  suc- 
ceeded. The  banns  of  marriage  were  reg- 
ularly published,  and  the  ceremony  was  per- 
formed in  the  parish  church,  in  the  presence 
of  Dr  Kawdle  and  his  lady.  Captain  Crowe, 
Lawyer  Clarke,  and  Mrs  Dolly  Cowslip. 

The  bride,  instead  of  being  disguised  in 
tawdry  stuffs  of  gold  or  silver,  and  sweating 
under  a  harness  of  diamonds,  according  to 
the  elegant  taste  of  the  times,  appeared  m  a 
negligee  of  plain  blue  satin,  without  any 
other  jewels  than  her  eyes,  which  far  out- 
shone all  that  ever  was  produced  by  the 
mines  of  Golconda.  Her  hair  had  no  other 
exfa^eous  ornament  than  a  small  sprig  of 
arflncial  roses ;  but  the  dignity  of  her  air, 
the  elegance  of  her  shape,  tne  sweetness  and 
sensibility  of  her  countenance,  added  to  such 
warmth  of  colouring,  and  such  exquisite 
symmetry  of  features  as  could  not  be  ex- 
celled by  human  natur^  attracted  the  eyes 
and  excited  the  admiration  of  all  the 
beholders.  The  effect  they  produced  in 
the  heart  of  Sir  Launcelot,  was  such  a 
rapture  as  we  cannot  pretend  to  describe. 
He  made  his  appearance  on  this  occasion  in 
a  white  coat  and  blue  satin  vest,  both  em- 
broidered with  silver ;  and  all  who  saw  him 
could  not  but  own  that  he  alone  seemed  wor- 
thy to  possess  the  lady  whom  Heaven  had 
destined  for  his  consort.  Captain  Crowe 
had  taken  off  a  blue  suit  of  clothes  strongly 
guarded  with  bars  of  broad  ffold  lace,  in  or- 
der to  honour  the  nuptials  of  his  friend :  he 
wore  upon  his  head  a  bag-wig  a  la  jngeon, 
made  by  an  old  acquaintance  in  Wapping ; 
and  to  his  side  he  had  girded  a  huse  plate-hiTt- 
ed  sword,  which  he  had  bought  of  a  recruitiltg 
Serjeant.  Mr  Clarke  was  dressed  in  pom- 
paaour,  with  gold  buttons;  and  his  lovely 
Dolly  in  a  smart  checked  lustring,  a  present 
from  her  mistress. 

The  whole  company  dined,  by  invitation, 
at  the  house  of  Dr  Kawdle ;  and  here  it  was 
that  the  most  deserving  lovers  on  the  face 
of  tl^  earth  attained  to  the  consummation 
of  all  earthly  felicity.  The  captain  and  his 
nephew  had  a  hint  to  retire  in  due  time. 
Mrs  Kawdle  conducted  the  amiable  Aurelia, 
trembling,  to  the  marriage  bed ;  our  hero, 
glowinff  with  a  bridegroom's  ardour,  claimed 
the  husband's  privilege.  Hymen  lighted  up 
his  brightest  torch  at  Virtue's  lamp,  and 
every  star  shed  its  happiest  influence  on 
their  heaven-directed  union. 

Instructions  had  been  already  dispatched 
to  prepare  Greavesbury-hall  for  the  recep- 
tion of  its  new  mistress ;  and  for  that  place 
the  new-married  couple  set  out  next  morn- 
iog^  acccMing  to  the  plan  which  had  been 
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previously  concerted.  Sir  Laancelot  and 
Liady  Greaves,  accompanied  by  Mrs  Kiw. 
die,  and  attended  by  Doll^,  travelled  in  their 
own  coach,  drawn  by  six  dappled  horses. 
Dr  Kawdle,  with  Captain  Crowe,  occupied 
the  doctor's  post-chariot,  provided  with  four 
bays ;  Mr  Clarke  had  the  honour  to  bestride 
the  loins  of  Bronzomarte ;  Mr  Ferret  was 
mounted  upon  an  old  hunter;  Crahshaw 
stuck  close  to  his  friend  Gilbert ;  and  two 
other  horsemen  completed  the  retinue. 
There  was  not  an  aching  heart  in  the  whole 
cavalcade,  except  that  of  the  young  lawyer, 
which  was  by  turns  invaded  with  hot  desires 
and  chilling  scruples.  Though  he  was  fond 
of  Doll^  to  distraction,  his  regard  to  worldly 
reputation,  and  his  attention  to  worldly  in- 
terest, were  continually  raising  up  bars  to 
a  legal  gratification  of  his  love.  His  pride 
was  startled  at  the  thought  of  marrying  the 
daughter  of  a  poor  country  publican  ;  a^  he 
moreover  dreaded  the  resentment  of  his 
uncle  Crowe,  should  he  take  any  step  of  this 
nature  without  his  concurrence.  Many  a 
wishful  look  did  he  cast  at  Dolly,  the  tears 
standing  in  his  eyes,  and  many  a  woful  sigh 
did  he  utter.  ^ 

Lady  Greaves  immediately  perceived  the 
situation  of  his  heart,  and,  by  questioning 
Mrs  Cowslip,  discovered  a  mutual  passion 
between  these  lovers.  She  consulted  her  dear 
,  knight  on  the  subject,  and  he  catechised  the 
lawyer,  who  pleaded  guilty.  The  captain 
beinfi^  sounded  as  «o  his  opinion,  declared  he 
would  be  steered  in  that,  as  well  as  every 
other  course  of  life,  bv  Sir  Launcelot  and 
his  lady,  whom  he  yerily  revered  as  beings 
of  an  order  superior  to  the  ordinary  race  of 
mankind.  This  favourable  response  being 
obtained  from  the  sailor,  our  hero  took  an 
opportunity  on  the  road,  one  day  after  din- 
ner, in  presence  of  the  whole  company,  to 
accost  the  lawyer  in  these  words ; — **  My 
good  friend  Clarke,  I  have  your  happiness 
very  much  at  heart — ^your  father  was  an 
honest  man,  to  whom  my  family  had  mani- 
fold obligations.  I  haye  had  these  many 
yean  a  personal  regard  for  yourself,  derived 
fVom  your  own  integrity  of  heart  and  good- 
ness of  disposition— I  see  vou  are  affected, 
and  shall  be  brief. — Besiaes  this  regrd,  I 
am  indebted  to  your  friendship  for  the  nberty 
— what  shall  I  say? — for  tne  inestimable 
happiness  I  now  enjoy,  in  possessing  the 
most  excellent— but  I  understand  that  sig- 
nificant glance  of  my  Aureliar— I  will  not 
o^nd  her  delicacy— -the  truth  is,  my  obli- 
gation is  very  ^at,  and  it  is  time  I  should 
evince  my  gratitude — ^if  the  stewardship  of 
my  estate  is  worth  your  acceptance,  vou  shall 
have  it  immediately,  tojgfether  with  tne  house 
and  fkrm  of  Cockerton  m  my  neighbourhood. 
I  know  you  have  a  passion  fbr  Mrs  Dolly, 
and  believe  she  looks  upon  you  with  the  eyes 
of  tender  prepossessions— don't  blush  Dolly — 
besides  your  agreeable  penoD«  which  all  the 


world  must  approve*  you  can  boast  of  virtnet 
fidelity,  and  friendship.  Your  attachment  to 
Lady  Greaves  neither  she  nor  I  shall  ever 
forset.  Ifyotkare  willing  to  unite  }[our  ftte 
wiu  Mr  Clarke,  your  mistress  gives  me 
leave  to  assure  you  she  will  stock  your  &rm 
at  her  own  expense,  and  we  will  celebrate 
the  wedding  at  Greavesbury-hall." 

By  this  tmie  the  hearts  of  these  grateful 
lovers  had  overflowed.  DoUv  was  sitting 
on  her  knees,  bathing  her  lady's  hand  with 
her  tears ;  and  Mr  Clarke  appeared  in  the 
same  attitude  by  Sir  LaunceloL  The  uncle, 
almost  as  much  affected  as  the  nephew  by 
the  ffenerosity  of  our  adventurer,  cried  aloua, 
— ^**  I  pray  God  that  you  and  your  glorious 
consort  may  have  smooth  aeas  and  gentle 
gales  whithersoever  you  are  bound— as  for 
my  kinsman  Tom,  PU  give  him  a  thousand 
pounds  to  set  him  fairly  afloat ;  and  if  he 
prove  not  a  faithful  tender  to  ^ou  his  bene- 
factor, I  hope  he  will  founder  m  this  world, 
and  be  damned  in  that  which  is  to  come." 
Nothing  now  was  wanting  to  the  completion 
of  their  happiness  but  the  consent  of  Dolly's 
mother  at  the  Black  Lion,  who  they  did  not 
suppose  could  have  any  objection  to*  such  an 
advantageous  match  for  her  daughter ;  but 
in  this  particula^^  they  were  mistaken. 

In  the  mean  time  they  arrived  at  the  vil. 
lage  where  the  knight  had  exercised  the  du- 
ties of  chivalry,  and  there  he  received  the 
gratulation  of  Mr  Fillet  and  the  attorney 
who  had  offered  to  bail  him  before  Justice 
Gobble.  Mutual  civilities  having  passed, 
they  gave  him  to  understand  that  Gobble  and 
his  wife  were  turned  methodists.  All  the 
rest  of  the  prisoners  whom  he  had  delivered 
came  to  testify  their  gratitude,  and  were 
hospitably  entertained.  Next  day  they  halt- 
ed at  the  Black  Lion,  where  the  ffood  woman 
was  overjoyed  to  see  Dolly  so  nappily  pre- 
ferred: but  when  Sir  Launcelot  unfolded  the 
proposed  marria^,  she  interrapted  him  with 
a  scream—"  Christ  Jesus  fori>id— knarry  and 
amen  ! — match  with  her  own  brother  !*' 

At  this  exclamation  Doily  fainted:  her 
lover  stood  with  his  ears  erect,  and  his 
mouth  wide  open ;  Crowe  stared,  while  the 
knight  and  his  lady  expressed  equal  surprise 
and  concern.  When  Sir  Launcelot  entreated 
Mrs  Cowslip  to  explain  this  mystery,  she 
told  him,  that  about  sixteen  years  ago,  Mr 
Clarke  senior  had  brought  DoUy,  then  an 
infant,  to  her  house,  when  she  and  her  late 
husband  lived  in  another  part  of  the  coun- 
try :  and  as  she  had  then  been  lately  deliver- 
ed of  a  child  which  did  not  live,  be  nired  her 
as  a  nurse  to  the  little  foundling.  He  owned 
she  was  a  love*beffotten  babe,  and  fW>m  time 
to  time  paid  handsomely  fbr  the  board  of 
Dolly,  wno  he  desired  might  pass  fbr  her  own 
daughter.  In  his  last  illness,  he  assured  her 
he  bad  taken  care  to  provide  for  the  child ; 
but  since  his  death  she  had  received  no  ae» 
count  of  any  such  provision.    She  moreover 
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inlbnned  his  honoiuv  that  Mr  Clarke  had 
depoaited  in  her  hands  a  diamond  rin^,  and 
a  sealed  paper,  never  to  be  opened  without 
his  order,  until  Dolly  should  )m  demanded  in 
marriage  by  the  man  she  should  like,  and  not 
then,  except  in  the  presence  of  the  clergy, 
man  of  the  parish.  **  Send  for  the  clergyman 
this  instant,"  cried  our  hero,  reddeninff,  and 
fixing  his  eyes  on  Dolly,  **  I  hope  aU  will 
yet  be  well." 

The  vicar  arriving,  and  being  made  ac- 
quainted with  the  nature  of  the  case,  the 
landlady  produced  the  paper;  which  being 
opened,  appeared  to  be  an  authentic  certifi- 
cate, that  the  person  commonly  known  by 
the  name  of  Dorothy  Cowslip,  was  in  fact 
Dorothea  Greaves,  daughter  of  Jonathan 
Greaves,  Eaq.  by  a  young  gentlewoman  who 
had  been  some  years  deceased. 

**The  remaining  part  of  the  mystery  I 
mvself  can  unfold,"  exclaimed  the  kniffht, 
while  he  ran  and  embraced  the  astonished 
Dolly  as  his  kinswoman.  *'  Jonathan  Greaves 
was  my  uncle,  and  died  before  he  came  of 
af(e,  so  that  he  could  make  no  settlement  on 
his  child,  the  fruit  of  a  private  amour  found- 
ed on  a  promise  of  marriage,  of  which  this 
ring  was  a  token.  Mr  Clarke,  being  his 
confidant,  disposed  of  the  child,  and  at  length 
finding  his  constitution  decay,  revealed  the 
secret  to  my  father,  who  in  his  will  bequeath- 
ed one  hundred  pounds  a-year  to  this  agree- 
able foandlin? ;  but  as  they  both  died  while 
I  was  abroad,  and  some  of  the  memoran- 
dums touching  this  transaction  probably  were 
mislaid,  I  never  till  now  could  discover 
where  or  how  my  pretty  cousin  was  situated. 
I  shall  recompense  the  good  woman  for  her 
care  and  fidelity,  and  take  pleasure  in  bring- 
inffthis  affkir  to  a  happy  issue. 

The  lovers  were  now  overwhelmed,  with 
transports  of  joy  and  gratitude,  and  ^very 
countenance  was  lighted  up  with  satisfac- 
tion. From  this  place  to  the  habitation  o( 
Sir  Launcelot  the  bells  were  run^  in  every 
pkarish,  and  the  corporation  in  their  formali- 
ties congratulated  him  in  every  town  through 
which  he  passed.  About  five  miles  firom 
Greavesbuiy-hall  he  was  met  by  above  five 
thousand  persons  of  both  sexes  and  everv 
age,  dressed  out  in  their  gayest  apparel, 
headed  by  Mr  Ralph  Mattocks  from  Darnel- 
hill,  and  the  rector  fi^m  the  knight's  own 
parish.    They  were  preceded  by  music  of 


diflbrent  kinds,  ranged  under  a  great  variety 
of  flags  and  ensigns ;  and  the  women,  as 
well  as  the  men,  bedizened  with  fancy-knots 
and  marriage  fiiivours.  At  the  end  of  the 
avenue,  a  sdect  bevy  of  comely  virgins  array- 
ed in  white,  and  a  separate  band  of  choice 
youths,  distinguished  by  garlands  of  laurel 
and  holly  interweaved,  feU  into  the  process- 
ion, and  sung  in  chorus  a  rustic  epithala- 
mium  composed  oy  the  curate.  At  the  gate 
they  were  received  by  the  venerable  house- 
keepOT,  Mrs  Oakley,  whose  features  were  so 
brightened  by  the  occasion,  that  with  the 
first  glance  she  made  a  conquest  of  the  heart 
of  Captain  Crowe :  and  this  connection  was 
improved  afterwards  into  a  legal  conjunc- 
tion. 

Meanwhile  the  house  of  Greavesbury-hall 
and  Darnel-hill  were  set  open  for  the  enter- 
tainment of  all  comers,  and  both  echoed 
witd  the  sounds  of  festivity.  •  After  the  cere- 
mony of  ffiving  and  receivmg  visits  had  been 
performed  by  Sir  Launcelot  Greaves  and  his 
lady,  Mr  Clarke  was  honoured  with  the  hand 
of  the  agreeable  Miss  Dolly  Greaves ;  and 
the  captain  was  put  in  possession  of  his 
paternal  estate.  The  |prfect  and  uninter- 
rupted felicity  of  the  kniffht  and  his  endear- 
ing  consort  difi[used  itself  through  the  whole 
amacent  country  as  far  as  their  example  and 
influence  could  extend.  They  were  admired^ 
esteemed,  and  applauded,  by  every  person  of 
taste,  sentiment,  and  benevolence;  at  the 
same  time  beloved,  revered,  and  almost  ador- 
ed, by  the  common  people,  among  whom'they 
suffered  not  the  merciless  hand  of  indigence 
or  miseiy  to  seize  one  single  sacrifice. 

Ferret  at  first  seemed  to  enjoy  his  ^uy 
circumstances,  but  the  novelty  of  this  situ- 
ation soon  wore  off,  and  all  his  misanthropy 
returned.  He  could  not  bear  to  see  his  fel- 
low-creatures happy  around  him ;  and  signi- 
fied  his  disgust  to  Sir  Launcelot,  declanAg  ,  ^ 
his  intention  of  returning  to  the  metropolis, 
where  he  knew  there  would  be  always  fbod 
sufficient  for  the  ravenous  appetite  of  his 
spleen.  Before  he  departed,  the  Knight  made 
him  partake  of  his  bounty,  though  he  could 
not  make  him  taste  of  his  happiness,  which 
soon  received  a  considerable  addition  in  the 
birth,  of  a  son,  destined  to  be  the  heir  and 
representative  of  two  worthy  families,  whose 
mutual  animosity  the  union  of  his  parents 
had  so  happily  extinguished. 
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TO  MR  HENRY  DAVIES,  BOOKSELLER  IN  LONDON. 


Ahergtneniniyt  Aug.  4. 

Ra«pBCTiD  S», 

I  HATE  received  your  esteemed  favour  of 
the  13th  ultimo,  whereby  itappeareth,  that  you 
have  perused  those  same  letters,  the  which 
were  delivered  unto  vou  by  my  friend  the 
Reverend  Mr  Hugo  Bhen ;  and  I  am  pleased 
to  find  you  think  they  may  be  printed  with  a 
good  prospect  of  success :  inasmuch  as  the 
objections  you  mention,  I  humbly  conceive, 
are  such  as  may  be  re-aiguedf  if  not  entirely 
removed.  And  first,  in  the  first  place,  as 
touching  what  prosecutions  may  arise  from 
printing  the  private  correspondence  of  per- 
sons still  living,  give  me  leave,  with  all  due 
submission,  to  observe,  that  the  letters  in 

auestion  were  not  written  and  sent  under 
lie  seal  of  secresy ;  that  they  have  no.  ten- 
dency to  the  maUt  fama  or  prejudice  of  any 
person  whatsoever;  but  ratner  to  the  infor- 
mation and  edification  of  mankind :  so  that 
it  becometh  a  sort  of  dutr  to  promulgate  them 
m  tftuifi  fuhlicum.  Besides,  I  £ive  con- 
sulted Mr  Davy  Hignns,  an  eminent  attor- 
ney of  this  place,  who,  after  due  inspection 
and  consideration,  declareth,  that  he  doth 
not  think  the  said  letters  contain  any  matter 
which  will  be  held  actionable  in  the  eye  of 
the  law.  Finally,  if  you  and  I  should  come 
to  a  right  understanding,  I  do  declare  m 
verba  sacerdotUt  that,  in  case  of  any  such 
prosecution,  I  will  take  the  whole  upon  mj 
own  shoulders,  even  quoad  fine  and  impri- 
sonment, though,  I  must  confess,  I  should 
not  care  to  undergo  flagellation :  Tarn  ad 
tufpiiudinetn  quam  ad  atnaritudinem  pcmm 
spectans. — Secondly,  concerning  the  perso- 
nal resentment  of  Mr  Justice  iiismahago, 
I  may  say,  non  fiocei  facio, — I  would  not 
willingly  vilipend  any  christian,  if,  perad- 
venture  he  deserveth  that  epithet:  albeit, 
I  am  much  surprised  that  more  care  is  not 
taken  to  exclude  firom  the  commission  all 


such  vagrant  foreigners,  as  may  be  justly 
suspected  of  disaffection  to  our  happy  con- 
stitution in  church  and  8tate.^Goa  forbid 
that  I  should  be  so  uncharitable,  as  to  affirm 
positively  that  the  said  Lismahago  is  no  bet- 
ter than  a  Jesuit  in  disguise ;  but  this  I  will 
assert  and  maintain,  totis  viribus,  that, 
from  the  day  he  qualified,  he  has  never  been 
once  seen  intra  temvli  parietes,  that  is  to 
say,  within  the  parisn  church. 

Thirdlv,  with  respect  to  what  passed  at 
Mr  Kendal's  table,  when  the  said  Lismahago 
was  so  brutal  in  his  reprehensions,  I  must 
inform  you,  my  good  sir,  that  I  was  obliged 
to  retire,  not  by  fear  arising  from  his  mina- 
tory reproaches,  which,  as  I  said  before,  I 
value  not  a  rush,  but  from  the  sudden  effect 
produced  by  a  barbel's  row,  which  I  had 
eaten  at  dinner,  not  knowing  that  the  said 
row  is  at  certain  seasons  violently  cathartic, 
as  Galen  obeerveth  in  his  chapter  n^i  i;^fivr. 

Fourthly,  and  lastly,  with  reference  to  the 
manner  in  which  I  got  possession  of  the  let- 
ters, it  is  a  circumstance  which  concerns  my 
own  conscience  only :  sofficeth  it  to  say,  1 
have  fully  satisfied  the  parties  in  whose  cus- 
tody they  were :  and,  by  this  time,  I  hope  I 
have  also  satisfied  you  in  such  ways,  that 
the  last  hand  may  be  put  to  our  agreement, 
and  the  work  proceed  with  all  convenient 
expedition.    In  which  hope  I  rest, 

Respected  Sir, 

Your  very  humble  servant, 

JONATHAN  DUSTWICH. 

P.S.  I  propose,  Deo  volente,  to  have  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  you  in  the  great  city 
towards  All-hallow-tide,  when  I  sludl  be  glad 
to  treat  wiUi  you  concerning  a  parcel  of  MS. 
sermons,  of  a  certain  clergyman  deceased 
a  cake  of  the  right  leaven  for  the  present 
taste  of  the  pubnc.     Verbum  sapienti,  4fc. 

J.  D. 


TO  THE  REV,  MR  JONATHAN  DUSTWICH,  AT 


Sift, 

I  RBciiTBD  yours  in  course  of  post,  and 
shall  be  fiflad  to  treat  with  you  for  the  MS. 
which  I  nave  delivered  to  your  friend  Mr 
Bhen;  but  can  by  no  means  comply  with 
the  terms  proposed.  Those  things  are  so 
uncertain — writing  is  all  a  lottery. — I  have 
been  a  loser  by  the  works  of  the  greatest 
men  of  the  age. — ^I  could  mention  particulars, 
and  name  names ;  but  don't  choose  it.— The 
taste  of  the  town  is  so  changeable.  Then 
there  have  been  so  many  letters  upon  travels 
lately  published. — What  between  Smollett's, 
Sharp's,  Derrick's,  Thickness's,  Baltimore's 
and  Barretti's,  together  with  Shandy's  Sen- 
timental Travels,  the  public  seems  to  be 
cloyed  with  that  kind  of  entertainment. — 
Nevertheless,  I  will,  if  you  please,  run  the 
risk  of  printing  and  publishing,  and  you  shall 
have  half  the  profits  of  the  impression.— 
You  need  not  take  the  trouble  to  bring  up 
your  sermons  on  my  account.— Nobody  reads 
sermons  but  metbodists  and  dissenters. — 
Besides,  for  my  own  part,  I  am  quite  a 
stranger  to  that  sort  of  reading ;  and  the  two' 
persons  whose  judgment  I  expended  upon 
in  these  matters,  are  out  of  the  way :  one  is 
gone  abroad,  carpenter  of  a  man  of  war ;  and 
the  other  has  been  silly  enough  to  abscond, 
in  order  to  avoid  a  prosecution  for  blasphe- 
my.— I'm  a  great  loser  by  his  going  off— he 
has  left  a  manual  of  devotion  half  finished 
in  mv  hands,  after  having  received  money 
for  the  whole  copy. — He  was  the  soundest 
divine,  and  had  the  roost  orthodox  pen  of  all 
my  people ;  and  I  never  knew  his  judgment 
fail,'  but  in  flying  from  his  bread  and  butter 
on  this  occasion. 

By  owning  you  was  not  put  in  bodilv  fear 
by  Lismahago,  you  preclude  yourself^  from 
the  benefit  of  a  good  plea,  over  and  above 
the  advantage  of  binding  him  over.    In  the 


late  war,  I  inserted  in  my  evening  paper  a 
paragraph  that  came  by  the  post,  reflecting 
upon  the  behaviour  of  a  certain  regiment  in 
battle.  An  officer  of  said  regiment  came  to 
my  shop,  and,  in  the  presence  of  my  wife 
and  journeyman,  threatened  to  cut  off  my 
ears. — ^As  I  exhibited  marks  of  bodily  fear 
more  ways  than  one,  to  the  conviction  of  the 
bystanders,  I  bound  him  over;  my  action 
lay,  and  I  recovered.  As  for  flagellation, 
vou  have  nothing  to  fear,  and  nothing  to 
hope,  on  that  head. — There  has  been  but 
one  printer  flogged  at  the  cart-tail  these 
thirty  years ;  that  was  Charles  Watson ;  and 
he  assured  me  it  was  np  more  than  a  flea- 
bite.     C S—  has  been  threatened 

several  times  by  the  House  of  L ;  but  it 

came  to  nothing.  If  an  information  should 
be  moved  for,  and  granted  against  you  as  ** 
the  editor  of  these  letters,  I  nope  you  will 
have  honesty  and  wit  enough  to  appear  and 
take  your  tnal.-— If  you  should  be  sentenced 
to  the  pillory,  your  fortune  is  made. — ^As 
times  go,  that's  a  sure  step  to  honour  and 

freferment.    I  shall  think  myself  happy,  if 
can  lend  you  a  lift ;  and  am,  very  sincerely. 

Yours, 

HENRY  DAVIES. 
London,  August  10. 

Please  my  kind  service  to  your  neif  hboory 
my  cousin  Madoc.-^I  have  sent  an  umanao 
and  court-calendar,  directed  for  him  at  Mr 
Sutton's,  bookseller  in  Gloucester,  carriage 
paid,  which  he  will  please  to  accept  as  a 
small  token  of  my  regard.  My  wife,  who  is 
very  fond  of  toasted  cheese,  presents  her 
compliments  to  hiui,  and  be^  to  know  if 
there's  any  of  that  kind  which  he  was  so 
good  as  to  send  us  last  Christmas,  to  be 
sold  in  London. 

H.D. 


c 
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To  Doctor  Lkwis. 

•  

Doctor, — ^The  pills  are  good  for  nothinff 
—I  might  as  well  swallow  snow-balls  to  com 
my  reins — I  have  told  you,  over  and  over, 
how  hard  1  am  to  move  ;  and  at  this  time  of 
day,  I  oujght  to  know  something  of  my  own 
constitution.  Why  will  you  be  so  positive  ? 
lathee  send  me  another  prescription — ^I  am 
as  lame,  and  as  much  tortured  in  all  my 
limbs,  as  if  I  was  broke  upon  the  wheel : 
indeed,  I  am  equally  distressed  in  mind  and 
body— 48  if  I  had  not  plagues  enough  of  my 
own,  those  children  of  my  sister  are  left  me 
for  a  perpetual  source  of  vexation — ^what 
business  have  people  to  get  children  to  plague 
their  neighbours  ?  A  ridiculous  incident  uiat 
happened  yesterday  to  my  niece  Liddy,  has 
disordered  me  in  such  a  manner,  that  I  ex- 
pect to  be  laid  up  with  another  fit  of  the 

'  gout.  Perhaps  I  may  explain  myself  in  my 
next.  I  shall  set  out  to-morrow  morning 
for  the  hot-well  at  Bristol,  where  I  am  afraid 
I  sludl  stay  longer  than  I  could  wish.  On 
the  receipt  of  this,  send  Williams  thither 
with  my  saddle-horse  and  the  demufique. 

.  Tell  Bams  to  thrash  out  the  two  old  ricks, 
and  send  the  com  to  market,  and  sell  it  off 
to  the  poor  at  a  shilling  a-bushel  under  mar- 
ket price.  I  have  received  a  snivelling  letter 
from  Griffin,  offering  to  make  a  public  sub- 
mission,  and  pay  costs.  I  want  none  of  his 
submissions;  neither  will  I  pocket  any  of 
his  money.  The  fellow  is  a  bad  neighbour, 
and  I  desire  to  have  nothing  to  do  wiUi  him ; 
but  as  he  is  purse-proud,  he  shall  pay  for  his 
insolence :  let  him  give  five  pounds  to  the 
poor  of  the  parish,  and  I'll  withdraw  my 
action ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  you  may  tell 
Prig  to  stop  proceedings.  Let  Moigan's 
widow  have  the  Alderaey  cow,  and  forty 
shillings  to  clothe  her  chiUren;  but  don't 
say  a  svllable  of  the  matter  to  an^r  living 
soul — ^I*U  malte  her  pay  when  she  10  able. 

6H* 


I  desire  you  will  lock  up  all  my  drawers,  and 
keep  the  keys  till  meeting ;  and  be  sure  you 
take  the  iron  chest  with  my  papers  into  your 
own  custody.  Forjnve  all  this  trouble  nom, 
dear  Lewis,  your  affectionate 

M.  BRAMBLE. 
GlouceateTf  April  2. 


To  Mrs  GwTLLiMf  Houskkkkpkr  at 
Bramblbton-Hall. 

Mrs  Gwtllim, — When  this  comes  to 
hand,  be  sure  to  pack  up  in  the  tmnk  male  that 
stands  in  my  closet,  to  be  sent  me  in  the  Bris- 
tol wagon,  without  lose  of  time,  the  following 
articles :  viz.  my  rose-collard  nedejay,  with 
green  robins,  my  yellow  damask,  and  my 
black  velvet  suit,  with  the  short  hoop ;  my 
bloo  quilted  petticoat,  my  green  manteel,  my 
laced  apron,  my  French  commode,  Macklin 
head  and  lappets,  and  the  little  box  with  my 
jowls.  Williams  may  bring  over  my  bum- 
daffee,  and  the  viol  with  the  easings  of 
Dr  Hill's  dock-water,  and  Chowder's  lack- 
sitiff.  The  poor  creature  has  been  terribly 
constuprated  ever  since  we  left  huom.  Pray 
take  particular  care  of  the  house  while  the 
familv  is  absent.  Let  there  be  a  fire  con- 
stantly kept  in  my  brother's  chamber  and 
mine.  The  maids,  having  nothing  to  do, 
may  be  sat  a-spinnin^.  I  desire  vou'll  clap 
a  pad-luck  on  the  windseller,  and  let  none 
of  the  men  have  excess  to  the  strong  bear— 
Kion't  fi>iget  to  have  the  gate  shit  every  even- 
ing before  dark. )  The  gardnir  and  hind  may 
lie  below  in  the  landry,  to  partake  the  house, 
with  the  blunderbuss  and  the  mat  dog ;  atNl 
I  hope  you'll  have  a  watchful  eye  over  the 
maids.  I  know  that  hussy  Mary  Jone  loves 
to  be  romping  with  the  men.  Let  me  know 
if  Alderaey's  calf  be  sould  yet,  and  what  he 
fought — ^if  the  ould  goose  be  sitting:  and  if 
the  cobler  has  cut  Dicky,  and  how  the  poor 
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anemil  bore  the  operation. — No  more  at  pre- 
sent, but  rest  yours, 

TABITHA  BRAMBLE. 
Ulotter,  AprU  2. 


To  Mrs  Mabt  Jonbs,  at  Bbajiblktoh. 

HaiiL. 

Dear  Mollt, — ^Heaving  this  opportunity, 
}  send  my  love  to  you  and  &ul,  being  in  good 
iiealth,  and  hoping  to  heer  the  same  from 
you;  and  that  you  and  Saul  will  take  my 
poor  kitten  to  bed  with  you  this  cold  weather. 
We  have  been  all  in  a  sad  takinff  here  at 
Gloster — Miss  Liddy  had  like  to  nave  run 
away  with  a  player-man,  and  young  master 
and  he  would  a  done  themselves  a  mischief; 
but  the  squire  applied  to  t]^e  mare,  and  they 
were  bound  over.  Mistriss  bid  me  not  speak 
a  word  of  the  matter  to  any  Christian  soul— 
no  more  I  shall ;  for  we  servants  should  see 
all,  and  say  nothing.  "But,  what  was  worse 
than  all  ttus,  Chowder  has  had  the  misfor- 
tune to  be  worried  by  a  butcher's  dog,  and 
came  home  in  a  terrible  pickle— Mistriss  was 
taken  with  the  asterisks,  but  they  soon  went 
off.  The  doctor  was  sent  for  to  Chowder, 
tod  he  subscribed  a  lepositoir,  which  did 
him  great  service-— thank  God  he's  now  in  a 
fair  way  to  do  well— -pray  take  care  of  my 
box  and  the  pillyber,  and  put  them  under 
your  own  bea;  for  I  do  suppose  Madam 
Gwyllim  will  be  a-prying  into  my  secrets, 
now  my  back  is  tamed.  John  Thomas  is 
in  good  health,  but  sulky.  The  squire  ffave 
away  an  ould  coat  to  a  poor  man ;  and  John 
says  as  how  'tis  robbing  him  of  his  parqui- 
sites.  I  told  him,  by  his  agreement,  he  was 
to  receive  no  vails :  but  lie  says  as  how 
there's  a  difference  betwixt  vails  and  parqui- 
.sites :  and  so  there  is  for  sartain.  We  are 
all  going  to  the  hot  well,  where  I  shall  drink 
your  h^th  in  a  glass  of  water,  being,  dear 
Molly,  your  humUe  servant  to  command, 

W.  JENKINS. 

Qloster,  April  2. 


To  Sir  Watkiit  Phillim,  Bart,  or  Jbsvs 

COLLBOB,  OZOB. 

Dbar  PsitLiPS, — As  I  have  nothing  more 
at  heart  than  to  convince  you  I  am  incapable 
of  forgetting  or  neglecting  the  friendsnip  I 
made  at  college,  I  now  begin  that  correspond- 
ence by  letters,  which  you  and  I  agreed  at 
rrting  to  cultivate.  I  begin  it  sooner  than 
intended,  that  you  may  have  it  in  your 
power  to  refote  any  idle  reports  which  may 
be  circulated  to  my  prejudice  at  Oxford,  touch- 
ing a  foolish  quarrel  in  which  I  have  been 
involved  on  account  of  my  sister,  who  had 
1»een  some  time  settled  here  in  a  boarding- 
BOhool.  When  I  came  hither  with  my  uncle 
and  aunt,  who  are  our  guardians,  to  fetch 


her  away,  I  found  her  a  fine  tall  girl  of 
seventeen,  with  an  agreeable  person;  but 
remarkably  simple,  and  quite  ignorant  of  the 
world.  This  disposition,  and  want  of  expe- 
rience, had  exposed  her  to  the  addresses  of 
a  person — ^I  know  not  what  to  call  him,  who 
had  seen  her  at  a  play ;  and,  with  a  confi- 
dence and  dexterity  peculiar  to  himself,  found 
means  to  be  recommended  to  her  acquaint • 
ance.  It  was  bv  the  greatest  accident  I  in< 
tercepted  one  of  his  letters.  As  it  was  my 
duty  to  stifle  this  correspondence  in  its  birth, 
I  made  it  my  business  to  find  him  out,  and 
I  tell  him  very  freely  my  sentiments  of  the 
matter.  The  spark  did  not  like  the  style  I 
used,  and  behaved  with  abundance  of  metal. 
Though  his  rank  in  lifo  (which,  by  the  by, 
I  am  ashamed  to  declare)  did  not  entitle 
him  to  much  deference,  yet,  as  his  beha- 
viour was  remarkably  spirited,  I  admitted 
him  to  the  privilege  oif  a  gentleman,  and 
something  might  have  happened,  had  we  not 
been  preventMl.  In  short,  the  business  took 
air,  I  know  not  how,  and  made  abundance 
of  noise — recourse  was  had  to  justice— I  wbji 
obliged  to  give  my  word  and  honour,  dsc. 
and  to-morrow  morning  we  set  out  for  Bris- 
tol wells,  where  I  expect  to  hear  from  you 
by  the  return  of  the  post.  I  have  got  into  a 
family  of  originals,  whom  I  may  one  day 
attempt  to  describe  for  your  amusement. 
My  aunt,  Mrs  Tabitha  Bramble,  is  a  maiden  ^ 
of  forty-five,  exceeding  starched,  ^'ain,  and  r 
ridiculous.  My  uncle  is  an  odd  kind  of  hu- 
moorist,  always  on  the  fret,  and  so  unpleasant 
in  his  manner,  that,  rather  than  be  obliged 
to  keep  him  company,  I'd  resign  all  claim  to 
the  inheritance  of  his  estate.  Indeed,  his 
being  tortured  by  the  gout  may  have  soured 
bis  temoer,  and  perhaps  I  may  like  him  bet* 
ter  on  farther  acquaintance :  certain  it  is,  all 
his  servants  and .  neighbours  in  the  country 
are  fond  of  him,  even  to  a  degree  of  enthu- 
siasm, the  reason  of  which  I  cannot  as  yet 
comprehend.  Remember  me  to  Griffy  Price, 
Gwyn,  liansel.  Basset,  and  all  the  rest  of 
my  old  Cambrian  companions.  Salute  the 
bed-maker  in  my  name— give  my  service  to 
the  cook,  and  pray  take  care  of  poor  Ponto, 
for  the  sake  of  his  old  master,  who  is,  and 
ever  will  be,  dear  Phillips,  your  afRsctionate 
friend  and  humble  servant, 

JER.  MELFORD. 
Olouce$terf  April  2. 


To  Mrs  Jbrmyn,  at  hbr  hovbb  in  Glov- 

OBSTBR. 

Dbar  Madam, — Having  no  mother  of  my 
own,  I  hope  you  will  give  me  leave  to  dis> 
burden  my  poor  heart  to  vou,  who  have  al- 
ways acted  the  pait  of  a  kind  parent  to  me, 
ever  since  I  was  ^nt  under  your  care.  In- 
deed, and  indeed,  my  worthy  governess  may 
believe  me,  when  I  assure  her,  that  I  never 
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harboured  a  thought  that  was  otherwise  than 
virtuous ;  and,  ifGod  will  ^ve  me  grace,  I 
shall  never  behave  so  as  to  cast  a  reflection 
on  the  care  you  have  taken  in  my  education. 
I  confess  1  have  given  just  cause  of  offence, 
by  my  want  of  prudence  and  experience.  I 
ought  not  to  nave  listened  to  what  the 
young  man  said;  and  it  was  my  duty  to 
have  told  you  all  that  passed,  but  I  was  asha- 
med to  mention  it ;  and  then  he  behaved  so 
modest  and  respectful,  and  seemed  to  be  so 
melancholy  and  timorous,  that  I  could  not 
find  in  my  heart  to  do  any  thing  that  should 
make  him  miserable  and  desperate.  As  for 
familiarities,  I  do  declare,  I  never  once  al- 
lowed him  the  favour  of  a  salute ;  and  as  to 
the  few  letters  that  passed  between  us,  they 
are  all  in  my  uncle's  hands,  and  1  hope  they 
contain  nothing  contrary  to  innocence  and 
honour.  I  am  still  persuaded  that  he  is  not 
what  he  appears  to  be ;  but  time  will  discover 
-—meanwhile,  I  will  endeavour  to  forget  a 
connection  which  is  so  displeasing  to  my  fa- 
mily. I  have  cried  without  ceasing,  and 
have  not  tasted  any  thing  but  tea,  smce  I 
was  hurried  away  from  you :  nor  did  I  once 
close  my  eyes  for  three  nights  running.  My 
aunt  continues  to  chide  me  severely,  when 
we  are  by  ourselves;  but  I  hope  to  soften 
her  in  time,  by  humility  and  submission.  My 
uncle,  who  was  so  dreadfully  passionate  in 
the  beginning,  has  been  moved  by  my  tears 
and  distress,  and  is  now  all  tenderness  and 
compassion;  and  my  brother  is  reconciled 
to  me,  on  my  promise  to  break  off  all  corres- 
pondence with  that  unfortunate  youth ;  but, 
notwithstanding  all  their  indulgence,  I  shall 
have  no  peace  of  mind  till  I  know  my  dear 
and  ever  honoured  governess  has  forgiven 
her  poor,  disconsolate,  forlorn,  affectionate, 
humble  servant,  till  death, 

LYDU  MELFORD. 
Clifton,  Apnl  6. 


To  Mi8«  Lbtitia  Willis,  at  Glovokb- 


Mt  Deabbst  Lkttt, — ^I  am  in  snch  a 
fright,  lest  this  should  not  come  safe  to  hand 
by  the  convevance  of  Jarvis  the  carrier,  that 
I  beg  you  will  write  me  on  the  receipt  of  it, 
directme  to  me,  under  cover,  to  Mrs  Wini- 
fired  JenKins,  my  aunt's  maid,  who  is  a  good 
girl,  and  has  been  so  kind  to  me  in  my 
affliction,  that  I  have  made  her  my  confidant ; 
as  for  Jarvis,  he  was  very  shy  of  taking 
charge  of  my  letter  and  the  little  parcel,  be- 
cause his  sister  Sally  had  like  to  have  lost 
her  place  on  my  account :  indeed,  I  cannot 
blame  the  man  for  his  caution :  but  I  have 
made  it  worth  his  while.  M^  dear  compan- 
ion and  bed-fellow,  it  is  a  grievous  addition 
to  my  other  misfortunes,  that  I  am  deprived 
of  your  agreeable  company  and  conversation, 
at  a  time  when  I  need  so  much  the  comfort 


of  your  good  humour  and  good  sense ;  but  I 
hope  the  friendship  we  contracted  at  the 
boarding^chool  will  last  for  life-i-I  doubt 
not  but,  on  my  side,  it  will  daily  increase 
and  improve,  as  I  gain  experience,  and  learn 
to  know  the  value  of  a  true  friend.  O  mv 
dear  Letty !  what  shall  I  say  about  poor  Mr 
Wilson  ?  I  have  promised  to  break  off  all 
correspondence,  and,  if  possible,  to  fbrget 
him ;  but,  alas !  I  begin  to  perceive  that  it 
will  not  be  in  my  power.  As  it  is  by  no 
means  proper  that  the  picture  should  remain 
in  my  hands,  lest  it  should  be  the  occasion 
of  more  mischief,  I  have  sent  it  to  you  by 
this  opportunity,  begging  you  will  either  keep 
it  safe  till  better  times,  or  return  it  to  Mr 
Wilson  himself,  who,  I  suppose,  will  make 
it  his  business  to  see  you  at  the  usual  place. 
If  he  should  be  low  spirited  at  my  sending 
back  his  picture,  you  may  tell  him  I  have  no 
occasion  for  a  picture,  while  the  original  con. 

tinues  engraved  on  my ^but,  no,  I  would 

not  have  you  tell  himthat  neither ;  because 
there  must  be  an  end  of  our  correspondence 
-—I  wish  he  may  forget  me,  for  the  sake  of 
his  own  peace ;   and  yet,  if  he  should,  he 

must  be  a  barbarous But  'tis  impossible, 

— poor  Wilson  cannot  be  false  and  incon- 
stant. I  beseech  him  not  to  write  to  me# 
nor  attempt  to  see  me,  for  some  time ;  for, . 
considering  the  resentment  and  passionate 
temper  of  my  brother  Jerry,  such  an  attempt 
might  be  attended  with  consequences  which 
would  make  us  all  miserable  for  life—let  us 
trust  to  time  and  the  chapter  of  accidents ; 
or  rather,  to  that  Providence  which  will  not 
fail,  sooner  or  later,  to  reward  those  that 
walk  in  the  paths  of  honour  and  virtue — ^I 
would  ofier  my  love  to  the  young  ladies,  bat 
it  is  not  fit  that  any  of  them  should  know 
you  have  received  this  letter.  If  we  go  to 
Bath,  I  shall  send  you  my  simple  remarks 
upon  that  famous  centre  of  polite  amusement, 
and  eveiy  other  place  we  may  chance  to 
visit ;  and  I  flatter  myself  that  my  dear  Miss 
Willis  will  be  punctual  in  answering  the  let- 
ters of  her  affectionate 

LYDIA  MELFORD. 
Clifton  April  6. 


To  Dr  Lewis. 

DsAB  Lewis, — ^I  have  followed  your  direc- 
tions with  some  success,  and  might  have 
been  upon  my  legs  by  this  time,  had  the  wea- 
ther permitted  me  to  use  my  saddle-horse. 
I  rode  out  upon  the  Downs  last  Tuesday,  in 
the  forenoon,  when  the  sky,  as  far  as  the 
visible  horizon,  was  without  a  cloud ;  but, 
before  I  had  gone  a  full  mile,  I  was  over, 
taken  instantaneously  by  a  storm  of  rain, 
that  wet  me  to  the  skin  in  three  minutes— 
whence  it  came  the  devil  knows ;  but  it  has  ' 
laid  me  up  (I  suppose)  for  one  fortnight.  It 
makes  me  sick  to  hear  people  talk  of  the  fine 
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air  upon  Clifton  Downs ;  how  can  the  air  be 
either  agreeable  or  galatary,  when  the  demon 
of  vapours  descends  in  a  perpetual  drizzle  1 
My  confinement  is  the  more  intolerable,  as 
I  am  surrounded  with  domestic  vexations. 
My  niece  has  had  a  dangerous  fit  of  illness, 
occasioned  by  that  cursed  incident  at  Glouces- 
ter, which  I  mentioned  in  my  last.  '^  She  is  a 
poor  good-natured  simpleton,  as  soft  as  but- 
ter, and  as  easily  melted — not  that  she's  a 
fool — ^the  girl's  parts  are  not  despicable,  and 
her  education  has  not  been  neglected ;  that 
is  to  say,  she  can  write  and  spell,  and  speak 
French,    and  play  upon  the  harpsichord ; 
then  she  dances  finely,  has  a  good  figure, 
and  is  very  well-inclined ;  but  she's  deficient 
in  spirit,  and  so  susceptible,  and  so  ten- 
der, forsooth ! — truly,  she  has  got  a  languish- 
ing eye,  and  reads  romances.    Then  there's 
her  brother.  Squire  Jerry,  a  pert  jackanapes, 
full  of  college  petulance,  and  self-conceit ; 
proud  as  a  uerman  count,  and  as  hot  and 
hasty  as  a  Welsh  mountaineer.  ^  As  for  that 
fantastical  animal  my  sister  Tabby,  you  are 
no  stranger  to  her  qualifications.    I  vow  to 
God,  she  is  sometimes  so  intolerable,  that  I 
almost  think  she's  the  devil  incarnate  come 
to  torment  me  fur  my  sins  :  and  yet  lamcon- 
%ecious  of  no  sins  that  ought  to  entail  such 
family  plagues  upon  me — why  the  devil  should 
I  not  shake  off*  these  torments  at  once  ?  I  a'nt 
married  to  Tabby,  thank  Heaven  !  nor  did  I 
.  beget  the  other  two :  let  them  choose  another 
guardian  :  for  my  part,  I  an't  in  a  condition 
to  take  care  of  myself,  much  less  to  superin- 
tend the  conduct  of  ffiddy-headed  boys  and 
girls.     You  earnestly  desire  to  know  the 
particulars  of  our  adventure  at  Gloucester, 
which  are  briefly  these,  and  I  hope  they  wiU 
go  no  farther : — Liddy  had  been  so  long 
cooped  up  in  a  boarding-school,  which,  next 
to  a  nunnery,  is  the  worst  kind  of  seminary 
that  ever  was  contrived  for  young  women, 
that  she  became  as  inflammable  as  touch- 
wood ;  and,  going  to  a  play  in  holiday-time 
— ^'sdeath,  I'm  ashamed  to  tell  you ! — she  fell 
in  love  with  one  of  the  actors— a  handsome 
roung  fellow,   that  ^roes  by  the  name  of 
"^ilson.     The  rascid  soon  perceived  the 
impression  he  had  made,  and  managed  mat- 
ters so  as  to  see  her  at  a  house  where  she 
went  to  drink  tea  with  her  governess.    This 
was  the  beginning  of  a   correspondence, 
which  they  kept  up  by  means  of  a  jade  of  a 
milliner,  who  made  and  dressed  caps  for  the 
girls  at  the  boarding-school.     When  we  ar- 
rived at  Gloucester,  Liddy  came  to  stay  at 
lodgings  with  her  aunt,  and  Wilson  bribed 
the  maid  to  deliver  a  letter  into  her  own 
hands ;  but  it  seems  Jerry  had  already  acqui- 
red so  much  credit  with  the  maid  (b^  what 
means  he  best  knows),  that  she  carried  the 
letter  to  him,  and  so  the  whole  plot  was  dis- 
covered.   The  rash  boy,  without  saying  a 
word  of  the  matter  to  me,  went  immediately 
in  search  of  Wilson ;  and,  I  suppose,  treated 
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him  with  insolence  enough.    The  theatrical 
hero  was  too  fiir  gone  in  romance  to  brook 
such  usage ;  he  replied  in  blank  verse,  and  a 
formal  challenge  ensued.    They  agreed  to 
meet  early  next  morning,  and  to  decide  the 
dispute  with  sword  and  pistol.     I  heard 
nothing  at  all  of  the  afiair,  till  Mr  Morley 
came  to  my  bed-side  in  the  morning,  and 
told  me  he  was  afraid  my  nephew  was  going 
to  fight,  as  he  had  been  overheard  ttuking 
very  loud  and  vehement  with  Wilson,  at 
the  young  man's  lodgines,  the  night  before, 
and  afterwards  went  and  bought  powder  and 
ball  at  a  shop  in  the  neighbourhood.    I  got 
up  immediately ;  and,  upon  inquiry,  found  he 
was  just  cone  out.     I  begged  Morley  to 
knock  up  Uie  mayor,  that  he  might  interpose 
as  a  magistrate ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  I 
hobbled  after  the  squire,  whom  I  saw  at  a 
distance,  walking  at  a  great  pace  towards  the 
city  gate.    In  spite  of  all  my  efforts,  I  could 
not  come  up  till  our  two  combatants  had  ta- 
ken their  ground,  and  were  priming  their 
pistols.    An  old  house  luckily  screened  me 
from  their  view ;  so  that  I  rushed  upon  them 
at  once  before  I  was  perceived.    They  were 
both  confounded,   and  attempted  to  make 
their  escape  dififerent  ways  ;  but  Morley  com- 
ing up  with  constables  at  that  instant,  took 
Wilson  into  custody,  and  Jerry  followed  him 
quietly  into  the  mayor's  house.     All  this 
time  I  was  ignorant  of  what  had  passed  the 
preceding  day ;  and  neither  of  the  parties 
would  discover  a  tittle  of  the  matter.    The 
mayor  observed  that  it  was  great  presump. 
tion  in  Wilson,  who  was  a  stroller,  to  pro- 
ceed to  such  extremities  with  a  gentleman 
of  family  and  fortune;  and  threatened  to 
commit  him  on  the  vagrant  act.    The  young 
fellow  bustled  up  with  great  spirit,  declaring 
he  was  a  gentleman,  and  would  be  treated  as 
such ;  but  he  refused  to  explain  himself  far- 
ther.    The  master  of  the  company  bein^sent 
for,  and  examined  touching  the  said  Wilson, 
said,  the  young  man  had  engaged  with  them 
at  Binniuffham  about  six  months  affo,  but 
never  would  take  his  salary ;  that  he  had  be- 
haved so  well  in  his  private  character  as  to 
acquire  the  respect  and  good-will  of  his  ac 
quaintance ;  and  that  the  public  owned  his 
merit  as  an  actor  was  altogether  extraordi- 
nary.   After  all,  I  fancy  he  will  turn  out  to 
be  a  runaway  'prentice  from  London.    The 
manager  ofiered  to  bail  him  for  any  sum, 
provided  he  would  give  his  word  and  nonour 
that  he  would  keep  the  peace ;  but  the  younff 
gentleman  was  on  his  high  ropes,  and  would 
by  no  means  lay  himself  under  any  restric- 
tions:   on   the  other  hand.    Hopeful  was 
equally  obstinate ;  till  at  length  the  mayor 
declared,  that,  if  they  both  refused  to  be 
bound  over,  he  would  immediately  commit 
Wilson  as  a  vagrant  to  hard  labour.    I  own 
I  was  much  pleased  with  Jeny's  behaviour 
on  this  occasion :  he  said,  that,  rt^er  than 
Mr  Wilson  should  be  treated  in  such  an  ig« 
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nominious  manner,  he  would  give  his  word 
and  honour  to  prosecute  the  anair  no  farther 
while  they  remained  at  Gloucester.  Wilson 
thanked  him  for  his  generous  manner  of  pro- 
ceeding,  and  was  discharged.  On  our  re- 
turn to  our  lodgings,  my  nephew  explained 
the  whole  mystery ;  and  J  own  I  was  exceed- 
ingly incensed.  Liddy  being questi oned  on  the 
subject,  and  very  severely  reproached  by  that 
wild'Cat  my  sister  Tabbv,  first  swooned  away ; 
then  dissolving  into  a  nood  of  tears,  conf^t 
all  the  particulars  of  the  correspondence ;  at 
the  same  time  giving  up  three  fetters,  which 
were  all  she  hiM  received  firom  her  admirer. 
The  last,  which  Jerry  intercepted,  I  send  you 
inclosed ;  and  when  you  have  read  it,  I  dare 
sajr  you  won't  wonder  at  the  procnress  the 
writer  had  made  on  the  heart  of  a  sim- 
ple girl,  utterly  unacquainted  with  the 
characters  of  mankind.  Thinking  it  was 
high  time  to  remove  her  from  such  a  dan- 
gerous connection,  I  carried  her  off  the  next 
Jlay  to  Bristol ;  but  the  poor  creature  was  so 
jHghtened  and  fluttered  by  our  threats  and 
expostulations,  that  she  fell  sick  the  fourth 
day  after  our  arrival  at  Clifton,  and  contin- 
ued so  ill  for  a  whole  week,  that  her  life 
was  despaired  of.  It  was  not  till  yesterday 
that  t>r  Rigge  declared  her  out  of  danger. 
You  cannot  imagine  what  I  have  suffered, 
partly  from  the  indiscretion  of  this  poor  child, 
but  much  moTp  from  the,  fear  of  losing  her 
entirely.  This  air  is  intolerably  cold,  and 
the  place  c^uite  solitary.  I  never  ^  down  to 
the  well  without  returning  low-spinted ;  for 
there  I  meet  with  half-a-dozen  poor  emaci- 
ated creatui^s  with  ghostly  looks,  in  the  last 
etBLge  of  a  consumption,  who  have  made 
shift  to  linger  through  the  winter,  like  so 
many  exotic  plants  languishin^r  in  a  hot- 
house  ;  but  in  all  appearance  will  drop  into 
their  graves  befbre  the  sun  has  warmth 
enough  to  mitigate  the  rifour  of  this  ungenial 
spring.  If  you  think  the  Batii  water  will 
be  of  any  service  to  me,  I  will  go  thither  as 
soon  as  my  niece  can  bear  the  motion  of  the 
coach.  Tell  Bams  I  am  obliged  to  him  for 
his  advice,  but  don't  choose  to  follow  it.  If 
Davies  voluntarily  offers  to  give  up  the  fann, 
the  other  shall  have  it ;  but!  will  not  beffin 
at  this  time  of  day  to  distress  my  tenants  be- 
cause they  are  unfortunate,  and  cannot  make 
regular  payments.  I  wonder  that  Bams 
should  think  me  capable  of  such  oppression. 
Ab  for  Higgins,  tne  fellow  is  a  notorious 
poacher,  to  be  sure,  and  an  impudent  rascal, 
to  set  his  snares  in  my  own  paddock ;  but  I 
suppose  he  thought  he  had  some  riffht,  espe- 
cially in  my  absence,  to  partake  ofwhat  na- 
ture seems  to  have  intended  for  common 
use :  you  may  threaten  him  in  my  name  as 
much  as  you  please ;  and,  if  he  repeats  the 
ofibnce,  let  me  know  it  before  you  have  re- 
course to  justice — ^I  know  you  are  a  great 
sportsman,  and  oblige  many  of  your  friends. 
I  need  not  tdl  you  to  make  use  of  my  grounds ; 


hut  it  may  be  necessary  to  hint,  that  Pm 
more  afraid  of  my  fowling  piece  than  of  my 
game.  When  you  can  spare  two  or  three 
brace  of  partridges,  send  them  over  by  the 
stage-coach ;  and  tell  Gwyllim  that  she  for- 
got to  pack-up  my  flannels  and  wide  shoes  in 
the  trunk-mail — 1  shall  trouble  you  as  usual, 
from  time  to  time,  till  at  last,  I  suppose,  you 
will  be  tired  of  corresponding  with  your  as- 
sured friend, 

M.  BRAMBLE. 
Clifton,  April  17. 


To  Miss  Ltdia  Melfokd. 

Miss  Willis  has  pronounced  my  doom*- 
you  are  goiuff  away,  dear  Miss  Melford, — ^you 
are  going  to  oe  removed  I  know  not  whither ! 
what  shall  I  do  ?  which  way  shall  I  turn  for 
consolation  1  I  know  not  what  I  say — all 
night  lonff  have  I  been  tossed  in  a  sea  of 
doubts  and  fears,  uncertainty  and  distraction, 
without  being  able  to  connect  my  thoughts, 
much  less  to  form  any  consistent  plan  of 
conduct — I  was  even  tempted  to  wish  that  I 
had  never  seen  you  ;  or  that  you  had  been 
less  amiable,  or  less  compassionate  to  your 
poor  Wilson ;  and  yet  it  would  be  detestable^' 
ingratitude  in  me  to  form  such  a  wish,  con- 
sidering how  much  I  am  indebted  to  your 
goodness,  and  the  ineffable  pleasure  I  have 
derived  from  your  indulgence  and  approbation 
— Good  God!  1  never  heard  your  name 
mentioned  without  emotion !  the  most  dis- 
tant prospect  of  being  admitted  to  your  com- 
pany, filled  my  whole  soul  with  a  kind  of 
pleasing  alarm !  as  the  time  approached,  my 
neart  beat  wkh  redoubled  force,  and  every 
nerve  thrilled  with  a  transport  of  expectation ; 
but,  when  I  found  myself  actually  in  your 
presence — when  I  heard  you  speak — ^when  I 
saw  you  smile — when  I  beheld  your  charm- 
ing eyes  turned  favourably  upon  me,  my 
breast  was  filled  with  such  tumults  of  delight, 
as  wholly  deprived  me  of  the  power  of  ut- 
terance, and  wrapt  me  in  a  delirium  of  joy  I 
Encouraged  by  your  sweetness  of  temper 
and  affability,  I  ventured  to  describe  the 
feelings  of  my  heart — even  then  you  did  not 
check  my  presumption — ^you  pitied  my  suffer- 
ings, and  gave  me  leave  to  hope ; — ^you  put 
a  flLvourable,  perhaps  too  favourable  a  con- 
straction  on  my  appearance— certain  it  i0*I 
am  no  player  in  love^ — ^I  speak  the  langihge 
of  my  own  heart,  and  have  no  prompter  but 
nature.  Yet  there  is  something  in  this 
heart,  which  I  have  not  yet  disclosed*-! 
flattered  myself-— but,  I  will  not,  I  must  not 
proceed — dear  Miss  Liddy!  for  Heaven's 
sake  contrive,  if  possible,  some  means  of 
letting  me  speak  to  you  before  you  leave 
Gloucester;  otherwise  I  know  not  what  will 
•—hut  I  begin  to  rave  a^n — ^I  will  endea- 
your  to  bear  this  trial  with  fortitude — while 
I  am  capable  of  reflecting  upon  yoor  tender- 
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ness  and  truth,  I  surely  have  no  cause  to  de- 
spair— ^yet  I  am  stranffely  affected.  The  sun 
y  seems  to  deny  me  li^t — a  cloud  han^  over 
roe,  and  there  is  a  dreadful  weight  upon  my 
spirits !  While  you  stay  in  this  place,  I 
snail  continually  hover  about  your  lodgings, 
as  the  parted  soul  is  said  to  linger  about  the 
prave  where  its  mortal  consort  lies — I  know, 
if  it  is  in  your  power,  you  will  task  your  hu- 
manity— ^your  compassion — shall  I  add  your 
affection  ^  in  order  to  assuage  the  almost  in- 
tolerable  disquiet  that  torments  the  heart  of 
your  afflicted  WILSON. 

Gloucester,  March  31. 


To  Sir  Watkin  Phillips,  or  Jesus  Col- 

LBOB,  OxoN. 

Hot  WelU  AvrU  18. 
Dear  Phillips, — ^I  give  Mansel  credit  for 
his  invention,  in  propagating  the  report,  that 
I  had  a  quarrel  with  a  mountebank's  Merrv 
Andrew  at  Gloucester ;  but  I  have  too  much 
respect  for  every  appendage  of  wit,  to  quar- 
rel even  with  the  lowest  buffoonery;  and 
therefore  I  hope  Mansel  and  I  shall  always 
be  good  friends.  I  cannot,  however,  approve 
*  of  his  drowning  my  poor  dog  Ponto,  on  pur- 
pose to  convert  Ovid's  pleonasm  into  a  pun- 
ning epitaph — deerant  ^uoque  littora  Ponto ; 
for,  that  he  threw  him  into  the  Isis,  when  it 
was  so  high  and  impetuous,  with  no  other 
view  than  to  kill  the  fleas,  is  an  excuse  that 
will  not  hold  water :  but  I  leave  poor  Ponto 
[^  to  his  fate,  and  hope  Providence  will  take  care 
\^  to  accommodate  Mansel  with  a  drier  death. 
'  As  there  is  nothing  that  can  be  called 
company  at  the  well,  I  am  hem  in  a  state  of 
absolute  rustication :'  this,  however,  gives  me 
leisure  to  observe  the  singularities  in .  my 
uncle's  character,  which  seems  to  have  in- 
tei^ted  your  curiosity.  The  truth  is,  his 
disposition  and  ttiine,  Whi^h,  like  oil  and 
vinegar,  repelled  one  another  at  first*  have 
now  iMtgOD  to  mix,  by  dint  of  being  beat  up 
togefter.  I  was  once  apt  to  believe  him  a 
complete  cynic,  and  that  nothing  but  the 
necessity  of  his  occasions  could  compel  -him 
to  get  within  the  pale  of  society — I  am  now 
of  another  opinion ;  I  think  his  peevishness 
arises  partly  from  bodily  pain,  and  partly 
-from  a  natural  excess  of  mental  sensibility ; 
Ik,  I  suppose,  tlie  mind,  as  well  as  the 
^^m,  iSf  in  some  cases,  endowed  with  a 
mioroid  excess  of  sensation. 

I  was,  t'other  day,  much  diverted  with  a 
conversation  that  piased  in  the  pump-room 
betwixt  him  and  the  famous  Dr  L  n,  who 
is  come  to  ply  at  the  well  for  patients.  My 
uncle  was  complaining  of  the  stink,  occa- 
sioned by  the  vast  ouantity  of  mud  and 
slime  which  the  river  leaves  at  low  ebb  un- 
der the  windows  of  the  pump-room.  He 
observed  that  the  exhalations  arising  fVom 
such  a  nmsanc^y  could  not  but  be  prejudicial 


to  the  weak  lungs  of  manr  consuinptive  pa- 
tients who  came  to  drink  the  witer.  The 
doctor,  overhearing  this  remark,  made  up  to 
him,  and  assured  him  he  was  mistaken;  He 
said,  people  in  general  were  so  misled  by 
vulgar  prejudices,  that  philosophy  was  hardly 
sufficient  to  undeceive  them.  Then,  hem- 
ming thrice,  he  assumed  a  most  ridiculous 
solemnity  of  aspect,  and  entered  into  a, 
learned  investigation  of  the  nature  of  stink. 
He  observed,  that  stink  or  stench,  meant  no 
more  than  a  strong  impression  on  the  olfac-  s 
tory  nerves,  and  might  be  applied  to  sub- 
stances of  the  most  opposite  qualities :  that 
in  the  Dutch  language,  ttinken  signified  the 
most  agreeable  perfume,  as  well  as  the  most 
fetid  CKlour,  as  appears  in  Van  Vloudel's 
translation  of  Horace,  in  that  beautiful  ode, 
Quis  multa  eracilU,  &c. ;  the  words  liquidis 
perfusus  oaoribus,  he  translates,  van  dvet 
€t  moschata  gestinken ;  that  individuals  dif- 
fered toto  calo  in  their  opinion  of  smells, 
which  indeed  was  altogether  as  arfoitrary  as 
the  opinion  of  beauty ;  that  the  French  w«» 
pleased  with  the  putrid  effluvia  of  animal 
food,  and  so  were  the  Hottentots  in  Africa, 
and  the  savages  in  Greenland ;  *  and  that  the 
negroes  on  the  coast  of  Senegal  would  not 
touch  fish  till  it  was  rotten ;  strong  presump- 
tions in  favour  of  what  is  generally  called 
Btink,  as  those  nations  are  in  a  state  of  na- 
ture, undebauched  by  luxury,  unseduced  by 
whim  and  caprice;  that  he  had  reason  to 
believe  the  stercoraceous  flavour,  condemned 
by  prejudice  as  a  stink,  was,  in  fact,  moat 
agreeable  to  the  organs  of  smelling ;  for  that 
every  person  that  pretended  to  nauseate  the 
smell  of  another's  excretions,  snuffed  up  his 
own  with  particular  complacency;  for  the 
truth  of  which,  he  appealed  to  all  the  ladies 
and  ^ntlemen  then  present;  he  said,  the 
inhabitants  of  Madrid  and  Edinburarh  found 
particular  satisfaction  in  breathing  their  own 
atmosphere,  which  was  always  impregnated 
with  stercoraceous  effluvia ;  that  the  learned 
Dr  B ,  in  his  treatise  on  the  Four  Digest- 
ions, explains  in  what  manner  the  volatile 
effluvia  from  the  intestines  stimulate  and 
promote  the  operations  of  the  animal  eco- 
nomy :  he  affirmed  the  last  grand  duke  of 
Tuscany,  of  the  Medicis  family,  who  refined 
upon  sensuality  with  the  spirit  of  a  philoso- 
pher, was  so  delighted  with  that  odour,  that 
he  caused  the  essence  of  ordure  to  be  ex- 
tracted, and  used  it  as  the  most  delicious 
perfume ;  that  he  himself  (the  do<it9r),  when 
he  happened  to  be  low-spirited,  or  fatigued 
with  business,  found  immediate  relief,  and 
uncommon  satisfiiction,  from  hanging  over 
the  stale  contents  of  a  close  stool,  while  his 
servant  stirred  it  about  under  his  nose ;  nor 
was  this  effect  to  be  wondered  at,  when  we 
consider  that  this  substance  abounds  with  the 
self-same  volatile  salts  that  are  so  greedily 
smelled  to  by  the  most  delicate  invdids,  after 
they  have  been  extracted  and  sublimed  by  the 
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chemists.  By  this  time  the  company  began  to 
hold  their  noses;  but  the  doctor,  without  UJsing 
the  least  notice  of  this  signal,  proceeded  to 
show,  that  many  fetid  substances  were  not 
only  agreeable  but  salutary;  such  as  assa- 
fotida  and  other  medicinal  gums,  resins, 
roots,  and  vegetables,  over  and  above  burnt 
feathers,  tan-pits,  candle-snuffs,  &c.  In  short, 
he  used  many  learned  ar^ments  to  persuade 
his  audience  out  of  their  senses ;  And  from 
stench  made  a  transition  to  Jilth,  which  he 
affirmed  was  also  a  mistaken  idea,  inasmuch 
as  objects  so  called  were  no  other  than  cer- 
tain modifications  of  matter,  consisting  of 
the  same  principles  that  enter  into  the  com- 
position of  all  created  essences,  whatever 
they  may  be ;  that,  in  the  filthiest  production 
of  nature,  a  philosopher  considered  nothing 
but  the  earth,  water,  salt,  and  air,  of  which 
it  was  compounded :  that,  for  his  own  part, 
he  had  no  more  objection  to  drinking  the 
dirtiest  ditch-water,  than  he  had  to  a  glass 
of  water  from  the  hot  well,  provided  he  was 
assured  there  was  nothing  poisonous  in  the 
concrete.  Then  addressing  himself  to  my 
uncle,—"  Sir,"  said  he,  *'  you  seem  to  be  of 
a  dropsical  habit,  and  probably  will  soon 
have  a  confirmed  ascites ;  if  I  should  be  pre- 
sent when  you  are  tapped,  I  will  give  vou  a 
convincing  proof  of  what  I  assert,  by  drink- 
ing, without  hesitation,  the  water  which 
comes  out  of  your  abdomen."  The  ladies 
made  wry  fiices  at  this  declaration ;  and  my 
uncle  changing  colour,  told  him  he  did  not  de- 
Bire  any  such  proofs  of  his  philosophy.  "  But 
I  should  be  glad  to  know,"  said  he,  **  what 
makes  you  think  I  am  of  a  dropsical  habit?" 
**  Sir,  I  beg  pardon,"  replied  the  doctor,  *'  I 
perceive  your  ankles  are  swelled,  and  you 
seem  to  have  the  fades  leucoplegmatica. 
Perhaps,  indeed,  your  {disorder  may  be  ade- 
nuUoust  or  gouty,  or  it  may  be  the  lues 
venerea.  If  you  have  any  reason  to  flatter 
yourself  it  is  this  last,  sir,  I  will  undertake 
to  cut'e  you  with  three  small  pills,  even  if 
the  disease  should  have  attained  its  utmost 
inveteracy.  Sir,  it  is  an  arcanum,  which  I 
have  discovered,  and  prepared  with  infinite 
labour.  Sir,  I  have  lately  cured  a  woman 
in  Bristol — a  common  prostitute,  sir,  who 
had  got  all  the  worst  symptoms  of  the  dis- 
order; such  as  nodi,  tophi,  and  gummatOf 
verruciBt  crtstte  gallit  and  serpiginous  erup- 
tion, or  rather  a  pocky  itch  all  over  her  body. 
By  the  time  she  had  taken  the  second  pill, 
sir,  by  4ieaven !  she  was  as  smooth  as  my 
hand ;  and  the  third  made  her  as  sound  and 
as  firesh  as  a  new  bom  infiint."  "Sir," 
cried  my  uncle  peevishly,  **  I  have  no  reason 
to  flatter  myself  that  my  disorder  comes 
within  the  efficacy  of  your  nostrum :  but  this 
patient  you  talk  of  may  not  be  so  sound  at 
bottom  as  you  imagine."  "  I  can't  possibly 
be  mistaken,"  rejoined  the  philosopher,  "  for 
I  have  had  communication  with  her  three 
tioies — ^I  always  ascertain  my  cures  in  that 
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manner."  At  this  remark,  all  the  ladies 
retired  to  another  comer  of  tiie^^room,  and 
some  of  them  began  to  spit — as  to  my  uncle, 
though  he  was  raffled  at  first  by  the  doctor's 
saying  he  was  dropsical,  he  could  not  help 
smilix^  at  this  ridiculous  confession ;  and,  I 
suppose,  with  a  view  to  punish  this  original, 
told  him  there  was  a  wart  upon  his  nose, 
that  looked  a  little  suspicious. — "I  don't 
pretend  to  be  a  judge  of  these  matters,"  said 
he,  "  but  I  understand  that  warts  are  often 
produced  by  the  distemper;  and  that  one 
upon  your  nose  seems  to  have  taken  possess- 
ion of'^the  very  key-stone  of  the  bridge,  which 

I  hope  is  in  no  danser  of  falling."    £ a 

seemed  a  little  confounded  at  this  remark,  and 
assured  him  it  was  nothing  hut  a  common  ^ 
excrescence  of  the  cuticuTa,  but  that  the  ^ 
bones  were  all  sound  below :  for  the  tmth 
of  this  assertion  he  appealed  to  the  touchy 
desiring  he  would  feel  the  part.  My  uncle 
said  it  was  a  matter  of  such  delicacy  to  med- 
dle with  a  gentleman's  nose,  that  he  declined 
the  office;  upon  which  the  doctor,  turning' 
to  me,  intreated  me  to  do  him  that  favour. 
I  complied  with  his  request,  and  handled  it 
so  roughly,  that  he  sneezed,  and  the  tears 
ran  down  .his  cheeks,  to  the  no  small  enter, 
tainment  of  the  company,  and  particularly 
of  my  uncle,  who  burst  out  a-laughing  for 
the  first  time  since  I  have  been  with  him ; 
and  took  notice  that  the  part  seemed  to  be 
very  tender.  "Sir,"  cried  the  doctor,  "it 
is  naturally  a  tender  part ;  but,  to  remove  all 
possibility  df  doubt,  I  wiQ  take  off  the  wart 
this  very  night."  * 

So  saying,  he  bowed  with  great  solemnity 
all  around,  and  retired  to  his  own  lodgings, 
where  he  applied  caustic  to  the  wart ;  out  it 
spread  in  such  a  manner,  as  ,to  produce  a 
considerable  inflammation,  attended  with  an 
enormous  swelling;  sor  that,  when  he  next 
appeared,  his  whole  face  was  overshadog^ed 
by  this  tremendous  nozzel ;  *  and  the  mefu) 
eagerness  with  which  he  explained  the  .cfn-  ^ 
lucky  accident,  was  ludicrous  beyond  all  de- 
scription. I  was  much  pleased  with  meet- 
ing the  original  of  a  character  which  you 
and  I  have  often  laughed  at  in  description ; 
and,  what  surprises  me  very  much,  I  find  the 
features  in  the  picture  v^hich  has  been  drawn 
for  him  rather  softened  than  overcharged. 

As  I  have  something  else  to  say,  and  this 
letter  is  run  to  an  unconscionable  length,  I 
shall  now  give  you  a  little  respite,  and  trouble 
you  again  hy  the  very  first  post.  I  wish  you 
would  take  it  in  your  head  to  retaliate  these 
double  strokes  upon  yours  always, 

J.  MELPORD. 


To  SiE  Watkin  Phillips,  of  Jbsus  Col- 

LKOE,  OzoN. 

Hot  WeU,  AprU  20. 
Dbai.  Knioht,— I  now  sit  down  to  exe- 
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cute  the  threat  in  die  tail  of  my  last.  The 
tratii  Ibi  I  am  big  with  the  secret,  and  long 
to  be  delivered.  It  relates  to  my  guardian, 
who,  you  know,  is  at  present  our  principal 
object  in  view. 

T'other  day  I  thought  I  had  detected  him 
in  such  a  state  of  frailty  as  would  but  ill  be- 
come his  years  and  cHaracter.  There  is  a 
decent  sort  of  a  woman,  not  disagreeable  in 
her  person,  that  comes  to  the  well,  with  a 
poor  emaciated  child,  far  gone  in  a  consump- 
tion. I  had  caught  my  uncle's  eyes  several 
times  directed  to  this  person,  with  a  very 
suspicious  expression  in  them;  and  every 
time  he  saw  himself  observed,  he  hastily 
withdrew  them,  with  evident  marks  of  con- 
fhsion.  I  resolved  to  watch  him  more  nar- 
rowly, and  saw  him  speaking  to  her  privately 
in  a  corner  of  the  walk.  At  length,  going 
down  to  the  well  one  day,  I  met  her  heXt- 
way  up  the  hill  to  Cliflon,  and  could  not 
help  suspecting  she  was  ^ing  to  our  lodg- 
ings by  appointment,  as  it  was  about  one 
o'clock,  the  hour  when  ray  sister  and  I  are 
generally  at  the  pump-roum.  This  notion 
exciting  my  curiosity,  I  returned  by  a  back 
way,  and  got  unperceived  into  my  own  cham- 
ber, which  is  contiguous  to  my  uncle's  apart- 
ment. Sure  enough  the  woman  was  intro- 
duced, but  not  into  his  bed-chamber :  he  gave 
her  audience  in  a  parlour;  so  that  I  was 
obliged  to  shift  mv  station  to  another  room, 
where,  however,  there  was  a  small  chink  in 
the  partition,  through  which  I  could  perceive 
what  passed. 

My  uncle,  thdhgh  a  little  lame,  rose  up 
when  she  came  in,  and,  setting  a  chair  for 
her,  desired  she  would  sit  down:  then  he 
asked  if  she  would  take  a  dish  of  chocolate, 
which  she  declined  with  much  acknowledge- 
ment. After  a  short  pause,  he  said,  in  a 
croaking  tone  of  voice,  which  confounded 
me^not  a  little,*-'*  Madam,  I  am  truly  con- 
cerned for  your  misfortunes ;  and  if  this  tri- 
fle can  be  of  any  service  to  you,  I  beg  you 
will  accept  it  without  ceremony."  So  say- 
ing, he  put  a  bit  of  paper  into  her  hand ; 
which  she  opening  with  great  trepidation,  ex- 
claimed, in  an  ecstasy,—"  Twenty  pounds  ! 
O  sir !"  and  sinking  down  on  a  settee,  faint- 
ed away.  Frightened  at  this  fit,  and,  I  sup- 
pose, anaid  of  calling  for  assistance,  lest  her 
situation  should  give  rise  to  unftvourable 
conjectures,  he  ran  about  the  room  in  dis- 
traction, making  frightful  grimaces :  and,  at 
length,  had  recollection  enough  to  throw  a 
•a  little  water  ip  her  face ;  by  which  applica- 
tioA  she  was  brought  to  herself:  but  then 
h«r  feelings  took  another  turn.  She  shed  a 
flood  of  tears,  and  cried  aloud. — **  I  know 
not  who  you  are ;  but  sure— worthy  sir ! — 
generous  sir ! — the  distress  of  me  and  my 
poor  dying  child— oh !  if  the  widow's  prayers 
^f  the  orphan's  tears  of  gratitude  can 
aught  avail---Gracious  Providence ! — Bless- 
ings! shower  down  eternal  blessings"- 


she  was  interrupted  by  my  uncle,  who  moU 
tered,  in  a  voic«  still  more  and  more  dis- 
cordant,—'* For  Heaven's  sake,  be  quiet, 
madam—- consider  tlie  people  of  the  houso 
'sdeath !  can't  you."  All  this  time  she  was 
struggling  to  throw  herself  on  her  knees, 
while  he,  seizing  her  by  the  wrists,  endea- 
voured to  seat  her  upon  the  settee,  saying,— 
"Prithee — good  now — hold  your  tongue." 
At  that*  instant,  who  should  burst  .into  the 
room  but  our  aunt  Tabby !  of  all  antiquated 
maidens  the  most  diabolically  capricious. 
Ever  prying  into  other  people  s  afiairs,  she 
had  seen  the  woman  enter,  and  followed  her 
to  the  door,  where  she  stood  listening,  but 
probably  could  hear  nothing  distinctly,  ex- 
cept my  uncle's  last  exclamation ;  at  which 
she  bounced  into  the  parlour  in  a  violent 
rage,  that  dyed  the  tip  c^  her  nose  of  a  pur- 
ple hue.  "  Fy  upon  you.  Matt !"  cried  she, 
'^what  doings  are  these,  to  disgrace  tout 
own  character,  and  disparage  your  family  I" 
Then  snatching  the  bank-note  out  of  the 
stranger's  hand,  she  went  on — "  How  now, 
twenty  pounds ! — here  is  a  temptation  with 
a  witness !— 'Good  woman,  go  about  your 
business — brother,  brother,  I  know  not 
which  most  to  admire,  your  concupissins,  or 
your  extravagance!"  "Good  God!"  ex- 
claimed the  poor  woman,  "  shall  a  worthy 
gentleman's  character  suffer  for  an  action 
that  does  honour  to  humanity  ?"  By  this 
time  uncle's  indignation  was  effectually 
roused :  his  fiice  grew  pale,  his  teeth  chat- 
tered, and  his  eyes  flashed — "  Sister,"  cried 
he  in  a  voice  like  thunder,  "  I  vow  to  God, 
your  impertinence  is  exceedingly  provoking.'* 
With  these  words,  he  took  her  by  the  hand, 
and,  opening  the  door  of  communication* 
thrust  her  into  the  chamber  where  I  stood,  so 
affected  by  the  scene,  that  the  tears  ran 
down  my  cheeks.  Observing  these  marks  of 
emotion,—"  I  don't  wonder,"  said  she,  "  to 
see  you  concerned  at  the  backslidings  of  so 
near  a  relation ;  a  man  of  his  years  and 
infirmities :  these  are  fine  doings,  truly — 
this  is  a  rare  example  set  by  a  guardian  for 
the  benefit  of  his  pupils — monstrous !  incon- 
gruous !  sophistical !"  I  thought  it  was  but  an 
act  of  justice  to  set  her  to  rights,  and  there- 
fore explained  the  mystery;  but  she  would  not 
be  undeceived.  "  What,"  said  she,  "  would 
you  go  for  to  offer  for  to  arguefy  me  out  of 
my  senses  ?  Didn't  I  hear  him  whispering  to 
her  to  hold  her  tongue  ?  Didn't  I  see  her  in 
tears  ?  Didn't  I  see  him  strugsling  to  throw 
her  upon  the  couch?  .0  filthy!  hideous! 
abominable  !-^hiId,  chDd !  talk  not  to  me 
of  charity — Who  gives  twenty  pounds  in 
charity  1 — But  you  are  a  stripling — you 
know  nothing  of  the  world — besiaes,  chanty 
begins  at  home — twenty  pounds  would  buy 
me  a  complete  suit  of  flowered  silk,  trim- 
mings and  all.  In  short,  I  quitted  the  rooni» 
my  contempt  for  her,  and  my  respect  for  her 
brother,  being  increaiied  in  toe  same  propor* 
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tion.  I  have  since  been  informed,  that  the 
person  who  my  uncle  so  generously  relieved, 
IS  the  widow  of  an  ensign,  who  has  nothing  to 
depend  upon  but  the  pension  of  fifteen 
pounds  a-year.  The  people  of  the  well- 
house  give  her  an  excellent  character.  She 
lodges  in  a  garret,  and  works  very  hard  at 
plain  work,  to  support  her  daughter,  who  is 
dying  of  a  consumption.  I  must  own,  to  my 
shame,  I  feel  a  strong  inclination  to  follow 
my  uncle's  example,  m  relieving  this  poor 
widow ;  but,  betwixt  friends,  I  am  afraid  of 
being  detected  in  a  weakness  that  might 
entail  the  ridicule  of  the  company  upon, 
dear  Phillips,  youra  always, 

J.  MELFORD. 
Direct  your  next  to  me  at  Bath  ;  and  re- 
member me  to  aU  our  fellow  Jesuits. 


To  Doctor  Lbwis. 

Hot  WeU,  April  20. 
I  understand  your  hint.    There  are  mys- 
teries  in  physic  as  well  as  in  religion,  which 
we  of  the  profane  have  no  right  to  investi- 
gate.    A  man  must  not  presume  to  use  his 
reason,  unless  he  has  studied  the  categories, 
and  can  chop  logic  by  mode  and  figure. 
Between  friends,  1  think  every  man  of  tole- 
rable parts  ought,  at  my  time  of  dav,  to  be 
both  physician  and  lawyer,  as  far  as  nis  own 
constitution    and   property  are  concerned. 
For  my  own  part,  I  nave  had  an  hospital 
these    fourteen    years  within   myself,   and 
studied  my  own  case  with  the  most  painful 
attention,  consequently  may  be  supposed  to 
know  something  of  the  matter,  aJthoiigh  I 
have  not  taken  regular  courses  of  physi- 
ology, et  ciBtera,  et  astera.    In  short,  I 
have  for  some  time  been  of  opinion,  (no 
offence,  dear  doctor,)  that  the  sum  of  your 
medical  discoveries  amounts  to  this — that 
the  more  you  study,  the  less  you  know.    I 
have  read  all  that  has  been  written  on  the 
hot  wells ;  and  what  I  can  collect  from  the 
whole  is,  that  the  water  contains  nothing 
but  a  little  salt  and  calcareous  earth,  mixed  in 
such  inconsiderable  proportion,  as  can  have 
very  little,  if  any,  effect  on    the  animal 
economy.    This  being  the  case,  I  think  the 
man  deserves  to  be  fitted  with  a  cap  of  bells, 
who,  for  such  a  paltry  advanta^  as  this 
sprinjg  afiTords,  sacrifices  his  precious  time, 
wh^ch  might  be  employed  in  taking  more 
efiectual  vemedies,  and  exposes  himself  to 
the  dirt,  the  stenchrthe  chilling  blasts,  and 
perpetual  rains,  that  render  this  place  to  me 
intolerable,  if  these  waters,  from  a  small  de- 
gree of  astringency,  are  of  some  service  in 
the  diabeteSf  diarrkaa,  and  nis^ht  sweats, 
when  the  secretions  are  too  much  increased, 
must  not  tbev  do  harm  in  the  same  propor- 
tion, where  the  .Bumours  are  obstructed,  as 
in  the  asthma,  scurvy,  gout,  and  dropsy? 
Now  we  talk  of  the  dropsy,  here  is  a  strange 
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fantastical  oddity,  one  of  your  brethren,  who 
harangues  every  day  in  the  pump-room,  as  if 
he  was  hired  to  give  lectures  on  all  subjects 
whatsoever — I  know  not  what  to  make  of 
him.  Sometimes  he  makes  shrewd  remarks, 
at  other  times  he  talks  like  the  greatest  sim- 
pleton in  nature.    He  has  read  a  great  deal, 
but  without  method  or  judgment,  and  digest* 
ed  nothing.    He  believes  every  thing  he  has 
read,  especially  if  it  has  any  thing  of  the 
marvellous  in  it ;  and  his  conversation  is  a 
surprising  hotch-potch  of  erudition  and  ex- 
travagance.   He  told  me  t'other  day,  with 
great  confidence,  that  my  case  was  dropsi. 
cal,  or,  as  he  called  it,  leucophlegmatie ; 
a  sure  sign  that  his  want  of  expenence  is 
equal  to  his  presumption;   for  you  know 
there  is  nothing  analogous  to  the  dropsy  in 
my  disorder.    I  wish  those  impertinent  fdU 
lows,    with   their   rickety   understandings, 
would  keep  their  advice  for  those  who  ask 
it^-dropey,  indeed  I   Sure  I  have  not  livecT 
to  the  age  of  fifty-five,  and  had  such  expe^ 
rience  of  my  own  disorder,  and  consulted 
you  and  other  eminent  physicians  so  often 
and  so  long,  to  be  undeceived  by  such  a-——. 
But,  without  all  doubt,  the  man  is  mad,  and, 
therefore,  what  he  says  is  of  no  consequence. 
I  had  yesterday  a  visit  from  Higgins,  who 
came  hither  under  the  terror  of  your  threats, 
and  brought  me  in  a  present  a  brace  of 
hares,  which   he  owned  he  took  on  my 
ffTound  ;  and  I  could  not  persuade  the  fellow 
that  he  did  wrong,  or  that  I  would  ever  pro- 
secute him  for  poaching.    I  must  desire  you 
will  wink  hard  at  the  pradCices  of  this  ras- 
callion,  otherwise  I  shall  be  plashed  with  his 
presents,  which  cost  me  more  man  they  are 
worth.    If  I  could  wonder  at  any  thing  Fitz- 
owen  does,  I  should  be  surprised  at  his  assur- 
ance, in  desiring  you  to  solicit  my  vote  for 
him  at  the  next  election  for  the  county ;  for 
him,  who  opposed  me  on  the  like  occasion 
with  the  most  illiberal  competition.    You 
may  tell  him  civilly,  that  I  beg  to  be  excused. 
Direct  your  next  to  me  at  Bath,  whither  I 
propose  to  remove  to-morrow,  not  only  on 
my  own  account,  but  for  the  sake  of  my 
niece  Idddy,  who  is  like  to  relapse.    The 
poor  creature  fell  into  a  fit  yesterday,  while 
1  was  cheapening  a  pair  of  spectacles  with 
a  Jew  pedlar,    i  am  afraid  there  is  some^ 
thing  still  lurking  in  that  little  heart  of  her's, 
which  I  hope  a  change  of  objects  will  re- 
move.   Let  me  know  what  you  think  of  this 
half-witted  doctor's  impertinent,  ridiculous, 
and  absurd  notions  of  my  disorder.    So  far 
from  being  dropsical,  I  am  as  lank  in  the 
belly  as  a  greyhound ;  and,  by  measuring 
my  ancle  with   a   pack-thread,  I  find  the 
swelling  subsides  every  day — from  such  doc- 
tors good  Lord  deliver  us  !-^I  have  not  yet 
taken  any  lodgings  in  Bath,  because  there  we 
can  be  accommodated  at  a  minute's  warn- 
ing, and  I  shall  choose  for  myself.    I  need 
not  say  your  directions  for  drinking  and 
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bathing  will  be  agreeable  to,  dear  Lewis, 
youxs  ever,  MATT.  BRAMBLE. 

P.S.  I  foigot  to  tell  you  that  oiy  ri^ht 
ankle  pits ;  a  symptom,  as  I  take  it*  of  its 
being  mdematoust  not  leucophlegmatic. 


To  Miss  Lsbtitia  Willis,  at  Glouobstke. 

Hot  Well,  Affril  21. 
Mt  Dbar  Lbttt, — I  did  not  intend  to 
trouble  you  again  till  we  should  be  settled  at 
Bath ;  but  having  the  occasion  of  Jarvis,  I 
could  not  let  it  slip,  especially  as  I  have 
something  extraordinary  to  communicate. 
O,  my  dear  eompanion!  what  shall  I  tell 
you?  For  several  days  past,  there  was  a 
Jew-looking  man  -that  plied  at  the  wells  with 
a  box  of  spectacles,  and  he  always  eyed  me 
so  earnestly,  that  I  began  to  be  very  uneasy. 
^  At  last  he  came  to  our  lodgings  at  Cliflon, 
and  lingered  about  the  door,  as  if  he  wanted 
to  speak  to  somebody.'  1  was  seized  with  an 
odd  kind  of  fluttering,  and  begged  Win  to 
throw  herself  in  his  way ;  but  Uie  poor  girl 
has  weak  nerves,  and  was  afraid  of  his  beard. 
My  uncle,  having  occasion  for  new  glasses, 
called  him  up  stairs,  and  was  trying  a  pair 
of  spectacles,  when  the  man,  auvancing  to 
me,  said,  in  a  whisper — O  gracious !  what 
dy'e  think  he  said  1--'*  I  am  Wilson !"  His 
features  struck  roe  that  very  moment — ^it  was 
Wilson  sure  enough !  but  so  disguised,  that 
it  would  have  been  impossible  to  know  him, 
if  my  heart  had  not  assisted  in  the  discovery. 
I  was  surprised,  and  so  frightened,  that  I 
fainted  away,  but  soon  recovered,  and  found 
myself  supported  by  him  on  the  chair,  while 
my  uncle  was  runnmg  about  the  room,  with 
the  spectacles  on  his  nose,  calling  for  help. 
I  had  no  opportunity  to  speak  to  him,  but 
our  looks  were  sufficiently  expressive.  He 
was  paid  for  his  glasses,  ana  went  away. 
Then  I  told  Win  who  be  was,  and  sent  her 
after  him  to  the  pump-room,  where  she  spoke 
to  him,  and  begged  him  in  my  name  to  with- 
draw fVom  the  place,  that  he  might  not  incur 
the  suspicion  of  my  uncle  or  my  brother,  if 
he  did  not  want  to  see  me  die  of  terror  and 
vexation.  The  poor  youth  declared,  with 
tears  in  his  eyes,  that  ne  had  something  ex- 
traordinary to  communicate,  and  asked  if  she 
would  dehver  a  letter  to  me ;  but  this  she 
absolutely  refused,  by  my  order.  Finding 
her  obstinate  in  her  refund,  he  desired  she 
would  tell  me  that  he  was  no  longer  a  player, 
iNit  a  gentleman,  in  which  character  he  would 
very  soon  avow  his  passion  for  me,  without 
fear  of  censure  or  reproach.  Nay,  he  even 
discovered  his  name  and  family,  which,  to 
my  fifreat  grief,  the  simple  girl  foigot,  in  the 
confusion  occasioned  by  her  being  seen  talk- 
ing to  him  by  my  brother,  who  stopped  her 
on  the  road,  and  asked  what  business  she 
had  with  that  rascally  Jew.  She  pretended 
she  was  cheapening  a  stay-hook ;  but  was 


thrown  into  such  a  quandary,  that  she  forgot 
the  most  material  part  of  the  information ; 
and,  when  she  came  home,  went  into  an 
hysteric  fit  of  laughing.  This  transaction 
happened  three  days  ago,  during  which  he  has 
not  appeared ;  so  that  I  suppose  he  is  gone. 
Dear  Letty!  you  see  how  Fortune  takes 
pleasure  in  persecuting  your  pour  friend. 
If  you  should  see  him  at  Gloucester — or  if 
you  have  seen  him,  and  know  his  real  name 
and  family,  pray  keep  me  no  longer  in  sus- 
pense— and  yet,  if  he  is  under  no  obligation 
to  keep  himself  longer  concealed,  and  has  a 
real  affection  for  me,  I  should  hope  he  will, 
in  a  little  time,  declare  himself  to  my  rela- 
tions. Sure,  if  there  is  nothing  unsuitable 
in  the  match,  they  won't  be  so  cruel  as  to 
thwart  my  inclinations — O,  what  happiness 
would  then  be  my  portion  !  I  can't  help  in- 
dulging the  thought,  and  pleasing  my  fancy 
with  such  agreeable  ideas,  which,  after  all, 
perha;3s,  wiU  never  be  realized.  But  why 
should  I  despair?  Who  knows  what  will 
happen  1  We  set  out  for  Bath  to-morrow, 
and  I  am  almost  sorry  for  it,  as  I  begin  to 
be  in  love  with  solitude,  and  this  is  a  diarm- 
ing  romantic  place.  The  air  is  so  pure ;  the 
downs  are  so  agreeable ;  the  fua^  in  full  blos- 
som ;  the  ground  enamelled  with  daisies  and 
primroses  and  cowslips ;  all  the  trees  bursting 
into  leaves,  and  the  hedges  already  clothed 
with  their  venial  livery ;  the  mountains  co- 
vered with  flocks  of  sheep,  and  tender  bleat- 
ing, wanton  lambkins  playing,  frisking,  and 
skippingr  from  side  to  side ;  the  groves  re- 
sound  with  the  notes  of  the  blackbird,  thrush, 
and  linnet ;  and  all  night  long  sweet  Philo- 
mel pours  forth  her  ravishingly  delightful 
song.  Then,  for  variety,  we  go  ddmn  to  the 
nymph  of  Bristol  spring,  where  the  com- 
pany is  assembled  before  dinner ;  so  good- 
natured,  so  free,  so  easy ;  and  there  we  drink 
the  water  so  clear,  so  pure,  so  mild,  so 
charmingly  maukish — ^there  the  sun  is  so 
cheerful  and  reviving,  the  weather  so  soft,  the 
walk  so  agreeable,  the  prospect  so  amusing, 
and  the  ships  and  boats  goinc*  up  and  down 
the  river,  close  under  the  windows  of  the 
pump-room,  aflbid  such  an  enchanting  variety 
of  moving  pictures,  as  require  a  much  abler 
pen  than  mine  to  describe.  To  make  this 
place  a  perfect  paradise  to  me,  nothing  is 
wanting  but  an  agreeable  companion  and 
sincere  friend,  such  as  my  dear  Miss  Willis 
hath  been,  and  I  hope  still  will  be,  to  her 
ever  faithfid  LYDIA  MfiLFORD. 

Direct  for  roe,  still  under  cover,  to  Win, 
and  Jarvis  will  take  care  to  convey  it  safe. 
Adieu. 


To  Sir  Watkih  Phillips,  or  Jesvb  Col- 

lboe,  Oxoh. 

Bath,  April  24. 
Dba&  Phzllzfb, — You  have,  indeed*  roa> 
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son  to  be  surpriBed  that  I  should  have  con- 
cealed my  correspondence  with  Miss  Black- 
erby  from  you,  to  whom  I  disclosed  all  my 
other  connections  of  that  nature ;  but  the 
truth  is,  I  never  dreamed  of  any  such  com- 
merce, till  your  last  informed  me  that  it  had 
produced  something  which  could  not  be  much 
longer  concealed.  It  is  a  lucky  circum- 
stance, however,  that  her  reputation  will  not 
suffer  any  detriment,  but  rather  derive  ad- 
vantage from  the  discovery ;  which  will  prove, 
at  least,  that  it  is  not  quite  so  rotten  as  most 
people  imagined.  For  my  own  part,  I  de- 
clare to  you,  in  all  the  smcerity  of  friend- 
ship, that,  far  from  having  any  amorous  in- 
tercourse  with  the  object  in  question,  I  never 
had  the  least  acquaintance  with  her  person ; 
but  if  she  is  really  in  the  condition  you  de- 
scribe, I  suspect  Mansel  to  be  at  the  bottom 
of  the  whole.  His  visits  to  that  shrine  were 
no  secret;  and  this  attachment,  added  to 
some  good  offices,  which  you  know  he  has 
done  me  since  I  left  alma  mater,  give  me  a 
ri^ht  to  believe  him  capable  of  saddling  me 
with  this  scandal  when  my  back  was  turned — 
nevertheless,  if  my  name  can  be  of  any  ser- 
vice to  liim,  he  is  welcome  to  make  use  of 
it ;  and,  if  the  woman  should  be  abandoned 
enough  to  swear  his  bantling  to  me,  I  must 
beg  the  favour  of  you  to  compound  with  the 
parish :  I  shall  «pay  the  penalty  without  re- 
pining; and  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  draw 
upon  me  immediately  for  the  sum  required. 
On  this  occai^ion,  I  act  by  the  advice  of  my 
uncle,  who  says  I  shall  have  good  luck  if  I 
pass  through  life  without  being  obliged  to 
make  many  more  compositions  of  the  same 
kind.  The  old  gentleman  told  me  last  night, 
with  greil  good  humour,  that,  betwixt  the 
age  of  twenty  and  forty,  he  had  been  obliged 
to  provide  for  nine  bastards,  sworn  to  him 
by  women  whom  he  never  saw.  Mr  Bram. 
ble's*  character,  which  seems  to  interest  you 
greatly,  opens  and  improves  upon  me  every 
day.  His  singularities  afford  a  rich  mine 
of  ejAtertainment ;  his  understanding,  so  far 
OS  I  can  judge,  is  well  cultivated ;  his  obser- 
vations oil  life  are  equally  just,  pertinent, 
and  uncommon.  He  affects,  misanthropy,  in 
order  to  conceal  the  sensibility  of  a  heart 
which  is  tender  even  to  a  degree  of  weak- 
pess.  This  delicacy  of  feeling,  or  soreness 
of  the  mind,  makes  iiim  timorous  and  fearful ; 
bnt  then  he  is  afraid  of  nothing  so  much  as 
of  dishonour ;  and  although  he  is  ezceedinffly 
cautious  of  giving  offence,  he  will  fire  at  Oie 
least  hint  of  insolence  or  ill-breeding.  Re- 
R))ectable  as  he  is,  upon  the  whole,  I  can't 
lielp  being  sometimes  diverted  by  bis  little 
distresses,  which  provoke  him  to  let  fly  the 
shafts  of  his  satire,  keen  and  penetrating  as 
the  arrows  of  Teucer.  Our  aunt  Tabitha 
acts  upon  him  as  a  perpetual  grind-stone — 
she  is,  in  all  respeets,  a  striking  contrast  to 
her  brother — but  I  reserve  her  portrait  for 
aaother  occasion. 


Three  days  ago  we  came  hither  from  the 
Hot  Well,  and  took  possession  of  the  fort 
floor  of  a  lodging-house  on  the  South  Parade ; 
a  situation  which  my  uncle  chose,  for  its 
being  near  the  bath,  and  remote  from  the 
noise  of  carriages.  He  was  scarce  warm  in 
the  lodgings,  when  he  called  for  his  night- 
cap, his  wide  shoes  and  flannel,  and  declared 
himself  invested  with  the  gout  in  his  right 
foot ;  though,  I  believe,  it  had  as  yet  reached 
no  farther  Uian  his  imagination.  It  was  not 
long  before  he  had  reason  to  repent  his  pre- 
mature declaration ;  for  our  aunt  Tabitba  . 
found  means  to  make  such  a  clamour  and 
confusion,  before  the  flannels  could  be  pro- 
duced from  the  trunk,  that  one  would  have 
imagined  the  house  was  on  fire.  All  this 
time  uncle  sat  boiling  with  impatience,  bi- 
ting his  fin^rs,  throwing  up  his  eyes,  and 
muttering  ejaculations:  at  length  he  burst 
into  a  kind  of  convulsive  laugh,  after  which 
he  hummed  a  song;  and,  when  the  hurricane 
was  over,  exclaimed, — ^*  Blessed  be. God  for 
all  things!"  This,  however,  was  but  the 
beginning  of  his  troublea.  Mrs  •  Tabitha's 
favourite  dog  Chowder,  having  paid  his  com- 
pliments to  a  female  turn-spitl  of  his  own 
species,  in  the  kitchen,  involved  himself  in  a 
quarrel  with  no  fewer  than  five  rivals,  who 
set  upon  him  at  once,  and  drove  him  up 
stairs  to  the  dining-room  door,  with  hideous 
noise :  there  our  aunt  and  her  woman,  taking 
arms  in  his  defence,  joined  the  concert,  which 
became  truly  diabolical.  This  fray  being 
with  difficulty  suppressed,  by  the  intervention 
of  our  own  footman  and  the  cook-maid  of 
the  house,  the  squire  had  just  opened  his 
mouth  to  expostulate  with  Tabby,  when  the 
town-waits,  in  the  fwssage  below,  struck  up 
their  music  (if  music  it  may  be  called)  with 
such  a  sudden  burst  of  sound  as  made  him 
start  and  stare,  with  marks  of  indication, 
and  disquiet.  He  had  recollection  enough 
to  send  his  servant  with  some  money,  to 
silence  those  nois^  intruders ;  and  they  were 
immediately  dismissed,  though  not  without 
some  opposition  on  the  part  of  Tabitha,  who 
thought  It  but  reasonable  that  he  should  have 
more  music  for  his  money.  Scarce  had  he 
settled  this  knotty  point,  when  a  strange 
kind  of  thumpinjr  and  bouncing  was  heard 
right  over  head,  in  the  second  story,  so  loud 
and  violent  as  to  shake  the  whole  buildin|r. 
I  own  I  was  exceedingly  provoked  at  this 
new  alarm ;  and  before  my  uncle  had  time  to 
express  himself  on  the  subject,  I  ran  up 
stairs  to  see  what  was  the  matter.  Findings  * 
the  room  door  oi>en,  I  entered  without  cere- 
mony, and  perceived  an  object,  which  I  can- 
not now  recollect  without  lauj^hing  to  excess 
— ^it  was  a  dancing-master,  with  his  scholar, 
in  the  act  of  teaching.  The  master  was 
blind  of  one  eye,  and  lame  of  one  foot,  and  . 
led  about  the  room  his  pupil,  who  seemed  to 
be  about  the  ace  of  threescore,  stooped  mur- 
tally,  was  taU,  raw-boned,   hard-favoured, 
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with  a  woollen  nighUcap  on  his  head ;  and 
he  had  stript  off  his  coat,  that  he  might  be 
more  nimble  in  his  motions.    Finding  him- 
self intruded  upon  by  a  person  he  did  not 
know,  he  forthwith  girded  himself  with  a 
long  iron  sword,  and,  advancing  to  me  with 
a  peremptory  air,  pronounced,  m  a  true  Hi- 
bernian accent, — *<  Mister  What-d'ye-callum, 
by  my  shoul  and  conscience,  I  am  ver^  glad 
to  see  you,  if  you  are  after  cominff  m  the 
way  of  friendship;  and  indeed,  and  indeed 
now,  I  believe  you  are  my  friend  sure  enough, 
gra,  though  I  never  had  the  honour  to  see 
your  face  before,  my  dear ;  for  because  you 
come  like  a  friend,  without  any  ceremony  at 
^1,  at  all — '*    I  told  him  the  nature  of  my 
visit  would  not  admit  of  ceremony ;  that  I 
was  come  to  desire  he  would  make  less  noise, 
as  there  was  a  sick  ^ntleman  below,  whom 
he  had  no  right  to  disturb  with  such  prepos- 
terous doings.     '*  WhjT,  look  ye  now,  young 
gentleman,"  replied  this  ori^nal,  "  perhaps, 
upon  another  occasion,  I  might  shivilly  re- 
quest you  to  explain  the  mainhig  of  that  hard 
word,  prepasterofu ;  but  there's  a  time  for 
all  things,  honey — '*    So  saying,  he  passed 
me  with  great  agility,  and  running  down 
stairs,  found  our  footman  at  the  dining  room' 
door,  of  whom  he  demanded  admittance,  to 
pay  his  respects  to  the  stranger.     As  the 
fellow  did  not  think  proper  to  refuse  the  re- 
quest of  such  a  formidable  figure,  he  was  im- 
mediately introduced,  and  addressed  himself 
to  my  uncle  in  these  words. — "  Your  humble 
servant,  good  sir, — I  am  not  so  prepasterotu, 
as  your  son  calls  it,  but  I  know  the  rules  of 
shivility — I  am  a  poor  knight  of  Ireland,  my 
name  is  Sir  Ulic  Mackilligut,  of  the  county 
of  Galway;   being  your  fellow-lodger,  I'm 
come  to  pay  my  respects,  and  to  welcome 
vou  to  the  South  Parade,  and  to  offer  my 
best  services  to  you,  and  your  good  lady,  and 
your  pretty  daughter;  and  even  to  the  young 
gentleman  your  son,  though  he  thinks  me  a 
prepasterous  fellow.     You  must  know  I  am 
to  have  the  honour  to  open  a  ball,  next  door, 
to-morrow,  with  Lady  Macmanus ;  and  being 
rusted  in  my  dancing,  I  was  refreshing  my 
memory  with  a  little  exercise ;  but  if  I  had 
known  there  was  a  sick  person  below,  by 
C st!    I  would  sooner  have  danced 
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hornpipe  upon  my  own  head,  than  walk  the 
softest  minuet  over  yours."  My  uncle,  who 
was  not  a  little  startled  at  his  first  appear- 
ance, received  his  compliment  with  great 
complacency,  insisted  upon  his  being  seated, 
thanked  him  for  the  honour  of  his  visit,  and 
reprimanded  me  for  my  abrupt  expostulation 
with  a  gentleman  of  his  rank  and  character. 
Thus  tutored,  I  asked  pardon  of  the  knight, 
who,  forthwith  starting  up,  embraced  mc  so 
close,  that  I  could  hardly  breathe ;  and  assu- 
red me  he  loved  roe  as  his  own  soul.  At 
length,  recollecting  his  night-cap,  he  pulled 
it  off  in  some  confusion ;  and»  with  his  bald 


pate  uncovered,  made  a  thousand  apologies 
to  the  ladies  as  he  retired. 

At  that  instant  the  abbey  bells  began  to 
ring  so  loud,  that  we  could  not  hear  one 
another  speak ;  and  this  peal,  as  we  after« 
wards  learned,  was  for  the  honour  of  Mr 
Bullock,  an  eminent  cowkeeper  of  Totten- 
ham, who  had  just  arrived  at  Bath,  to  drink 
the  waters,  for  indigestion.     Mr  Bramble 
had  not  time  to  pake  his  remarks  upon  the 
agreeable  nature  of  this  serenade,  before  his 
ears  were  saluted  with  another  concert  that 
interested  him  more  nearly.    Two  negroes 
that  belonged  to  a  Creole  centleman  who 
lodged  in  the  same  house,  taking  their  sta- 
tion at  a  window  in  the  stair-case,  about  ten 
feet  from  our  dining-room  door,  began  to 
practise  upon  the  French  horn ;  and  being  in 
the  very  first  rudiments  of  execution,  produ- 
ced such  discordant  sounds,  as  might  have 
discomposed  the  organs  of  an  ass.     You  may 
guess  what  effect  they  had  upon  the  irritable 
nerves  of  uncle ;  who,  with  the  most  admi- 
rable expression  of  splenetic  surprise  in  his 
countenance,  sent  his  man  to  silence  those 
dreadful  blasts,  and  desire  the  musicians  to 
practise  in  some  other  place,  a^  they  had  no 
right  to  stand  there  and  disturb  all  the  lodg- 
ers in  the  house.    Those  sable  performers, 
far  from  taking  the  hint,  and  withdrawing, 
treated  the  messenger  with  great  insolence, 
bidding  him  carry  his  compliments  to  their 
master.  Colonel  l[ligworm,  who  would  give 
him  a  proper  answer,  and  a  good  drubbing 
into  the  bargain ;  in  the  mean  time  they  con- 
tinued their  noise,  and  even  endeavoured  to 
ipake  it  more  disagreeable,  laughing  between 
whiles,  at  the  thoughts  of  being  a||e  to  tor- 
ment their  betters  with  impunity.    Our  squire, 
incensed  at  the  additional  insult,  immediately 
dispatched  the  servant  with  his  compliments 
to   Colonel   Rigworm,  requesting  that    he 
would  order  his  blacks  to  be  quiet,  as  the 
noise  they  made  was  altogether  intolerable. 
To  this  message  the  Creole  colonel  replied, 
that  his  horns  had  a  right  to  sound  on  a 
common  stair-case ;  that  there  they  should 
play  for  his  diversion ;  and  that  those  who 
did  not  like  the  noise,  might  look  for  lodg- 
ings   elsewhere.     Mr  Bramble  no   sooner 
received  this  reply,  than  his  eyes  began  to 
glisten,  his  face  grew  pale,  and  his  teeth  chat- 
tered.   Afler  a  moment's  pause,  he  slipt  on 
his  shoes,  without  speaking  a  word,  or  seem- 
ing to  feel  any  farther  disturbance  from  the 
gout  in  his  toes.     Then  snatching  his  cane, 
he  opened  the  door,  and  proceeded  to  the 
place  where  the  black  trumpeters  were  post- 
ed.     There,  without  farther  hesitation,  he 
began  to  belabour  them  both;  and  exerted 
himself  with  such  astonishing  vigour  and 
agility,  that  both  their  heads  and  horns  were 
broken  in  a  twinkling,  and  they  ran  howling 
down  stairs  to  their  master's  parlour-door. 
The  squire,  following  them  half-way,  call^ 
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alondy  that  the  colonel  mig^ht  hear  him, — 
**  Go,  rascals,  and  tell  your  master  what  I 
have  done ;  if  he  thinks  himself  injured,  he 
knows  where  to  come  for  satisfaction.  As 
for  you,  this  is  but  an  earnest  of  what  you 
shall  receive,  if  ever  you  presume  to  blow  a 
horn  again  here,  while  I  stay  in  the  house." 
So  saymg,  he  retired  to  his  apartment,  in 
expectation  of  hearing  from  the  West  In- 
dian ;  but  the  colonel  prudently  declined  any 
ftrther  prosecution  of  the  dispute. 

My  sister  Liddy  was  frightened  into  a  fit, 
firom  which  she  was  no  sooner  recovered 
than  Mrs  Tabitha  began  a  lecture  upon  pa- 
tience ;  which  her  brother  interrupted  with 
a  most  significant  grin,  exclaiming, — '*  True, 
sister,  God  increase  my  patience  and  your 
discretion.  I  wonder,"  added  he,  <<what 
sort  of  a  sonata  we  are  to  expect  firom  this 
overture,  in  which  the  devil  that  presides 
over  horrid  sounds  hath  given  us  such  varia- 
tion of  discord.  The  trampling  of  porters, 
the  creaking  and  crashing  of  trunks,  the 
snarlinjf  of  curs,  the  scolding  of  women,  the 
squeaking  and  squalling  of  fiddles  and  haut- 
boys out  of  tune,  the  bouncing  of  the  Irish 
baronet  over  head,  and  the  bursting,  belching, 
and  brattling  of  the  French  horns  m  the  pass- 
age (not  to  mention  the  harmonious  peal 
that  still  thunders  from  the  abbey  steeple), 
succeeding  one  another  without  interruption, 
like  the  difibrent  parts  of  the  same  concert, 
have  given  me  such  an  idea  of  what  a  poor 
invalid  has  to  expect  in  this  temple,  dedi- 
cated to  silence  and  repose,  that  I  shall  cer- 
tainly shift  my  quarters  to-morrow,  and  en- 
deavour to  effectuate  my  retreat  before  Sir 
Ulic  opens  the  ball  with  my  lady  Macmanus, 
a  conjunction  that  bodes  me  no  good."  This 
intimation  was  by  no  means  agreeable  to 
Mrs  Tabitha,  whose  ears  were  not  quite  so 
delicate  as  those  of  her  brother.  She  said  it 
would  be  great  folly  to  move  from  such 
agreeable  lodgings,  the  moment  they  were 
comfortably  settled.  She  wondered  he  should 
be  such  an  enemy  to  music  and  mirth.  She 
heard  no  noise  but  of  his  own  making ;  it 
was  impossible  to  manage  a  family  in  dumb 
show.  He  mifi^ht  harp  as  long  as  he  pleased 
upon  her  scoldinff,  but  she  never  scolded 
except  for  his  advantage;  but  he  would 
never  be  satisfied,  even  tho'f  she  should 
sweat  blood  and  water  in  his  service.  I  have 
a  ^at  notion  that  our  aunt,  who  is  now  de- 
clming  into  the  most  desperate  state  of  celi- 
bacy, had  formed  some  design  upon  the  heart 
of  Sir  Ulic  Mackilligut,  whicn  she  feared 
might  be  frustrated  l^  our  abrupt  departure 
from  these  lodgings.  Her  brother,  eyeing 
her  askance, — "  Pardon  me,  sister,"  said  he, 
*'  I  should  be  a  savage,  indeed,  were  I  in- 
sensible of  my  own  feficity,  in  having  such  a 
mild,  complaisant,  good-humoured,  and  con- 
siderate companion  and  housekeeper;  but 
as  I  have  got  a  weak  head,  and  my  sense  of 
liearing  is  painfully  acute,  before  I  have  re- 


course to  plugs  of  wool  and  cotton,  I'll  try 
whether  I  can't  find  another  lodging,  where 
I  shall  have  more  quiet  and  less  music."  He 
accordingly  dispatched  his  man  upon  this 
service;  and  next  day  he  found  a  small 
house  in  Milsham-street,  which  he  hires  by 
the  week.  Here  at  least  we  enjoy  conve- 
nience and  quiet  within  doors,  as  much  as 
Tabby's  temper  will  allow ;  but  the  squire 
still  complains  of  flyinff  pains  in  the  stomach 
and  head,  for  which  he  bathes  and  drinks 
the  waters.  He  is  not  so  bad,  however,  but 
that  he  ffpes  in  person  to  the  pump,  the 
rooms  and  the  co^e-Hbuses,  where  he  picks 
up  continual  food  for  ridicule  and  satire.  If 
I  can  glean  any  thing  for  your  amusement, 
either  from  hior  observation  or  my  own,  you 
shall  have  it  freely,  though  I  am  afraid  it 
will  poorly  compensate  the  trouble  of  read- 
ing these  tedious  insipid  letters  of,  dear 
Phillips,  yours  always,       J.  MELFORD. 


To  DooTOB  Lewis. 

Bath,  April  23. 

Dbar  Doctor, — ^If  I  did  not  know  that 
the  exercise  of  your  profession  has  habituated 
you  to  the  hearing  of  complaints,  I  should 
make  a  conscience  of  troubling  you  with  my 
correspondence,  which  may  oe  truly  called 
The  Lamentations  of  Matthew  Bramble. 
Yet  I  cannot  help  thinking  I  have  some  right 
to  discharge  the  overflowing  of  my  spleen 
upon  you,  whose  province  it  is  to  remove 
those  disorders  that  occasioned  it ;  and,  let 
me  tell  you,  it  is  no  small  alleviation  of  my 
grievances,  that  I  have  a  sensible  friend,  to 
whom  I  can  communicate  my  crusty  humours, 
which,  by  retention,  would  grow  intolerably 
acrimonious. 

You  must  know,  I  find  nothing  but  disap- 
pointment at  Bath,  which  is  so  altered,  that 
I  can  scarce  believe  it  is  the  same  place  that 
I  frequented  about  thirty  years  ago.  Me- 
thinks  I  hear  you  say, — "  Altered  it  is,  with- 
out all  doubt ;  but  then  it  is  altered  for  the 
better ;  a  truth  which,  perhaps,  you  would 
own  without  hesitation,  if  you  yourself  was 
not  altered  for  the  worse."  Tne  reflection 
may,  for  auffbt  I  know,  be  jnst.  The  incon- 
veniences wnich  I  overlooked  in  the  heyday 
of  health,  will  naturally  strike  with  exag- 
gerated impression  on  the  irritable  nerves 
of  an  invalid,  surprised  by  premature  old 
affe,  and  shattered  with  long  sufiTering.  But, ' 
I  helieve,  you  will  not  deny  that  this  place* 
which  Nature  and  Providence  seem  to  have 
intended  as  a  resource  from  distemper  and ' 
disquiet,  is  become  the  very  centre  of  racket 
and  dissipation.  Instead  of  that  peace,  tran- 
quillity, and  ease,  so  necessary  to  those  who. 
labour  under  bad  health,  weak  nerves,  >iiiA 
irregular  spirits,  here  we  have  nothing  but 
noise,  tumult,  and  hurry,  with  the  fati^e 
and  slavery  of  maintaining  a  ceremonial^ 


326 


SMOLLETT'S  SELECT  WOBKS. 


more  stiff)  formal,  and  oppressive,  than  the 
etiquette  of  a  German  elector.    A  national 
hospital  it  may  be ;  but  one  would  imagine, 
that  none  but  lunatics  are  admitted;  and, 
truly,  I  will  give  you  leave  to  call  me  so,  if 
I  stay  much  longer  at  Bath.   But  I  shall 
take  another  opportunity  to  explain  my  sen- 
timents at  greater  length  on  this  subject.   I 
was  impatient  to  see  the  boasted  improve- 
ments in  architecture,  for  which  the  upper 
parts  of  the  town  have  been  so  much  cele- 
.  brated,  and  t'other  day  I  made  a  circuit  of 
^>  all  the  new  buildings.    The  square,  though 
irregular,  is,  on  the  #hole,  pretty  well  laid 
out,  spacious,  open,  and  airy ;  and,  in  my 
opinion,  by  far  the   most  wholesome  and 
agreeable  situation  in  Bath,  especially  the 
upper  side  of  it ;  but  the  avenues  to  it  are 
mean,   dirty,  dan^rous  and  indirect.     Its 
communication  with  the  baths  is  through 
the  yard  of  an  inn,  where  the  poor  trembling 
valetudinarian  is  carried  in  a  chair,  betwixt 
the  heels  of  a  double  row  of  horses,  wincing 
under  the  curry-combs  of  grooms  and  postil- 
ions,  over  and  above  the  luzard  of  bein^  oh- 
6tructed»  or    overturned  by  the    carnages 
which  are  continually  making  their  exit  or 
their  entrance.    I  suppose,  after  some  chair- 
men shall  have  been  maimed,  and  a  few 
lives  lost  by  those  accidents,  the  corporation 
will  tliink,  in    earnest,  about  providing  a 
mpre  safe  and  commodious  passage.    The 
circus  is  a  pretty  bauble,  contrived  for  show, 
and  looks  like  Vespasian's  ampitheatre  turn- 
ed outside  in.    If  we  consider  it  in  point  of 
magnificence,  the    mat  number  of  small 
doors  belonging  to  the  separate  houses,  the 
inconsiderable  height  of  the  different  orders, 
the  affected  ornaments  of  the  architrave, 
which  are  both  childish  and  misplaced,  and 
the  areas  projecting  into  the  street,  sur- 
rounded with  iron  rails,  destroy  a  good  part 
of  its  effect  upon  the  eye  ;  an^  perhaps,  we 
shall  find  it  still  more  defective,  if  we  view 
it  in  the  light  of  convenience.    The  fisure  of 
each  separate  dwelling-house,  being  the  seg- 
ment of  a  circle,  must  spoil  the  symmetry 
of  the  rooms,  by  contracting  them  towards 
the  street  windows,  and  leaving  a  larger 
sweep  in  the  space  behind.    If,  instead  of 
the  areas,  and  iron  rails,  which  seem  to  be 
of  very  little  use,  there  had  been  a  corridor 
with  arcades  all  round,  as  in  Covent-earden, 
the  appearance  of  the  whole  would  have 
been  more  magnificent  and  striking ;  those 
arcades  would  have  afforded  an  agreeable 
covered  walk,  and  sheltered  the  poor  chair- 
men and  their  carriages  from  the  rain,  which 
is  here  almost  perpetual.    At  present,  the 
chairs  stand  soaking  in  the  streets,  from 
morning  to  night,  till  they  become  so  many 
boxes  of  wet  leather,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
gouty  and  rheumatic,  who  are  transported 
m  them  from  place  to  place.    Indeed,  this 
is  a  shocking  inconvenience,  that  extends 
over  the  whole  city ;  aud  I  am  persuaded  it 


produces  infinite  mischief  to  the  delicate  and 
infirm ;  even  the  close  chairs  contrived  for 
the  sick,  by  standing  in  the  open  air,  have 
their  frieze  lininj^fs  impregnated,  like  so 
many  sponges,  with  the  moisture  of  the 
atmosphere ;  and  those  cases  of  cold  vapour 
must  give  a  charming  check  to  the  perspira- 
tion of  a  patient,  piping  hot  from  the  bath, 
with  all  his  pores  wide  open. 

But  to  return  to  the  circus.    It  is  incon- 
venient from  its  situation,  at  so  great  a  dis- 
tance from  all  the  markets,  baths  and  places 
of  pubUc  entertainment.    The  only  entrance 
to  it,  through  Gay-street,  is  so  difficult,  steep, 
and  slippery,  that,  in  wet  weather  it  must  be 
exceedingly  dangerous,  both  for  those  that 
ride  in  carriages  and  those  that  walk  a-foot ; 
and  when  the  street  is  covered  with  snow, 
as  it  was  for  fifteen  days  successively  this 
very  winter,  I  don't  see  how  any  individual 
could  go  either  up  or  down  without  the  most 
imminent  hazard  of  broken  bones.    In  blow- 
ing weather,  I  am  told,  most  of  the  houses 
on  this  hill-are  smothered  with  smoke  stuffed 
down  the  chimneys  by  the  ^usts  of  wind, 
reverberated  from  the  hill  behind,  which  (I 
apprehend  likewise)  must  render  the  atmos- 
phere here  more  humid  and  unwholesome 
than  it  is  in  the  square  below :  for  the  clouds 
formed  by  the  constant  evaporation  f^om  the 
baths  and  rivers  in  the  bottom,  will,  in  their 
ascent  this  way,  be  first  attracted  and  detain- 
ed by  the  hill  that  rises  close  behind  the  cir- 
cus, and  load  the  air  with  a  perpetual  suc- 
cession of  vapours ;  this  point,  however,  may 
be  easily  ascertained  bv  means  of  an  hygro- 
meter, or  a  paper  of  salt  of  tartar  exposed  to 
the  action  of  the  atmosphere.    The  same 
artist  who  planned  the  circus,  has  likewise 
projected  a  crescent ;  when  that  is  finished, 
we  shall  probably  have  a  star ;  and  those  who 
are  living  thirty  years  hence,  may  perhaps 
see  all  the  signs  of  the  zodiac  exhibited  in 
architecture  at  Bath.    These,  however  fan- 
tastical, are  still  designs  that  denote  some 
ingenuity  and  knowledge  in  the  architect ; 
but  the  rage  of  building  has  laid  hold  on  such 
a  number  of  adventurers,  that  one  sees  new 
houses  starting  up  in  every  outlet  and  every 
comer  of  Bath ;  contrived  without  judgment, 
executed  without  solidity,  and  stuck  togeth- 
er with  so  little  reffard  to  plan  and  propriety, 
that  the  different  Tines  of  the  new  rows  and 
buildings  interfere  with,  and  intersect  one 
another  in  every  different  angle  of  conjunc- 
tion.   They  look  like  the  wreck  of  streets 
and  SQuares  disjointed  by  an  earthquake, 
which  hath  broken  the  ground  into  a  variety 
of  holes  and  hillocks ;  or,  as  if  some  Gothic 
devil  had  stuffed  them  alto^ther  in  a  bag, 
and  left  them  to  stand  higgledy-piggledy, 
just  as  chance  directed.     What  sort  of  a 
monster  Bath  will  become  in «  few  years, 
with  those  fprowinff  excrescences,  may  be 
easily  conceived ;  bat  the  want  of  beauty 
and  proportion  is  not  the  worst  eftct  of 
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these  new  mansions ;  they  are  built  so  slight, 
with  the  soft  crumbling  stone  found  in  this 
neighbourhood,  that  f  sbould  never  sleep  qui- 
etly in  one  of  them,  when  it  blowed  (as  the 
sailors  say)  a  capful  of  wind ;  and  I  am  per- 
suaded, that  my  hind,  Roger  Williams,  or 
any  man  of  equal  strength,  would  be  able  to 
push  his  foot  through  the  strongest  part  of 
their  walls,  without  any  great  exertion  of  his 
muscles.     All  these  absurdities  arise  from 
the  general  tide  of  luxury  which  hath  over- 
spread  the  nation,  and  swept  away  all,  even 
the  very  dregs  of  the  people.    Every  upstart 
of  fortune,  harnessed  m  the  trappings  of  the 
mode,  presents  himself  at  Bath,  as  in  the 
very  focus  of  observation. .  Clerks  and  fac- 
tors from  the  East  Indies,  loaded  with  the 
spoil  of  plundered  provinces ;  planters,  ne- 
gro-drivers,  and  hucksters,  from  our  Ameri- 
can plantations,  enriched  they  know  not  how ; 
agents,  commissaries,  and  contractors,  who 
biV^e  fattened,  in  two  successive  wars,  on 
the  blood  of  the  nation ;  usurers,  brokers, 
and  jobbers  of  every  kind  ;  men  of  low  birth 
and  no  breeding,  have  found  themselves  sud- 
denly translated  into  a  state  of  affluence, 
/  unknown  to  former  ages ;  *and  no  wonder 
that  their  brains  should  be  intoxicated  with 
pride,  vanity  and  presumption.      Knowing 
no  other  criterion  of  greatness  but  the  osten- 
tation of  wealth,  they  discharge  their  afflu- 
ence without  taste  or  conduct,  through  every 
channel  of  the  most  absurd  extravagance  ; 
and  all  of  them  hurry  to  Bath,  because  here, 
without  any  farther  qualification,  they  can 
mingle  with  the  princes  and  nobles  of  the  land. 
Even  the  wives  and  daughters  of  low  trades- 
men, who,  like  shovel-nosed  sharks,  prey 
upon  the  blubber  of  these  uncouth  whales  of 
fortune,  are  infected  with  the  same  rage  of 
displaying  their  importance ;  and  the  slight- 
est indisposition  serves  them  for  a  pretext  to 
insist  upon  being  conveyed  to  Bath,  where 
they  may  hobble  country-dances  and  cotilli- 
ons  among  lordlings,  squires,  counsellors, 
and  clergy.    These  delicate  creatures  from 
Bedfordbury,  Butcher-row,  Crutched-Friars, 
and  Botolph-lane,    cannot  breathe  in  the 
gross  air  of  the  lower  town,  or  conform  to 
the  vulgar  rules  of  a  common  lodging  house ; 
the  husoand,  therefore,  must  provide  an  en- 
tire house  or  elegant  apartments,  in  the  new 
buildings.    Such  is  the  composition  of  what 
is  called  the  fashionable  company  at  Bath  ; 
where  a  very  inconsiderable  proportion  of 
genteel  people  are  lost  in  a  moh  of  impudent 
plebians,  who  have  neither  understanding 
nor  judgment,  nor  the  least  idea  of  propriety 
and  decorum;  and  seem  to  enjoy  nothing 
80  much  as  an  opportunity  of  insulting  their 
betters. 

Thus  the  number  of  people  and  the  num- 
ber of  houses  continue  to  increase ;  and  this 
will  ever  be  the  case,  till  the  streams  that 
swell  this  irresistible  torrent  of  folly  and  ex- 
travagance, shall  either  be  exhausted,  or 


turned  into  other  channels,  by  incidents  and 
events  which  I  do  not  pretend  to  foresee. 
This,  I  own,  is  a  subject  on  which  I  cannot 
write  with  any  degree  of  patience :  for  the 
mob  is  a  monster  I  never  could  abide,  either 
in  its  head,  tail,  midriff  or  members ;  I  de- 
test the  whole  of  it  as  a  mass  of  ignorance, 
presumption,  malice  and  brutality;  and  in 
this  term  of^  reprobation  I  include,  without 
respect  of  rank,  station  or  quality,  all  those 
of  both  sexes  who  affect  its  manners  and 
court  its  society. 

But  I  have  written  till  my  fingers  are 
crampt ;  and  my  nausea  begins  to  return. — 
By  your  advice,  I  sent  to  London  a  few  days 
ago  for  half  a  pound  of  ginseng ;  though  I 
doubt  much  whether  that  which  comes  from 
America  is  equally  efficacious  with  what  is 
brought  from  the  East  Indies.  Some  years 
ago  a  friend  of  mine  paid  sixteen  guineas  for 
two  ounces  of  it ;  and  in  six  months  afler  it 
was  sold  in  the  same  shop  for  five  shillings 
the  pound.  In  short,  we  live  in  a  vile  world 
of  fraud  and  sophistication  ;  so  that  I  know, 
nothing  of  equal  value  with  the  genuine 
friendship  of  a  sensible  man ;  a  rare  jewel ! 
whi^  I  cannot  help  thinking  myself  in  pos- 
session of,  while  I  repeat  the  old  declaration, 
that  I  am,  as  usual,  dear  Lewis, 

Your  affectionate 

M.  BRAMBLE. 

Afler  having  been  agitated  in  a  short  hur- 
ricane,  on  my  first  arrival,  I  have  taken  a 
small  house  in  Milsham  Street,  where  I  am 
tolerably  well  lodged  for  five  guineas  a  week. 
I  was  yesterday  at  the  pump-room,  and 
drank  about  a  pint  of  the  water,  which 
seems  to  agree  with  my  stomach ;  and  to- 
morrow morning  I  shall  bathe  for  the  first 
time ;  so  that,  in  a  few  posts,  you  may  expect 
further  trouble.  Meanwhile,  I  am  glad  to 
find  that  the  inoculation  has  succeeded  so 
well  with  poor  Joyce,  and  that  her  face  will 
be  but  little  mtlrked.  If  my  friend  Sir  Tho- 
mas was  a  single  man,  I  would  not  trust  such 
a  handsome  wench  in  his  family ;  but  as  I 
have  recommended  her,  in  a  particular  man- 
ner, to  the  protection  of  Lady  G ,  who 

is  one  of  the  best  women  in  the  world,  she 
may  go  thither  without  hesitation,  as  soon 
as  she  is  quite  recovered,  and  fit  for  service 
— ^let  her  mother  have  money  to  provide  her 
with  necessaries,  and  she  may  ride  behind 
her  brother  on  Bucks;  but  you  must  lay 
strong  injunctions  on  Jack,  to  take  particu- 
lar  care  of  the  trusty  old  veteran,  who  has 
fatthfblly  earned  his  present  ease  by  his  past 
services. 


To  Miss  Willis,  at  Gloucbstbb. 

Bath,  April  26. 
Mt  Dearest   CoMPANioif, — The   plea- 
sure I  received  from  yours,  when  it  came  to 
hand  yesterday^  is  not  to  be  expressed.  Love* 
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and  friendship  are,  without  doubt,  charming 
passions;  which  absence  serves  only  to 
heighten  and  improve.  Your  kind  present 
of  the  garnet  bracelets  I  shall  keep  as  care- 
fully as  I  preserve  my  own  life ;  and  I  beg 
you  will  accept,  in  return,  of  my  heart-house- 
wife,  with  the  tortoise-shell  memorandum, 
book,  as  a  trifling  pledge  of  my  unalterable 
affection. 

Bath  is  to  me  a  new  world — all  is  gaiety, 
good-humour  and  diversion.    The  eye  is 
continually  entertained  witii  the  splendour 
of  dress  and  equipaee,  and  the  ear  with  the 
sound  of  coaches,  cnaises,  chairs  and  other 
carnages.      The  *n^*]^  ^^  f^'^  round, 
irom  mom  till  night.  Then  we  are  welcomed 
by  the  city  waits  in  our  own  lodgings :  we 
have  music  in  the  pump-room  every  morning, 
cotillions  every  forenoon  in  the  rooms,  balls 
twice  a-week,    and  concerts  every  other 
night ;  besides  private  assemblies,  and  par- 
ties without  number.    As  soon  as  we  were 
settled  in  lodgings,  we  were  visited  by  the 
master  of  the  ceremonies ;  a  pretty  little 
gentleman,  so  sweet,  so  fine,  so  civil,  and 
polite,  that  in  our  country  he  might  pass  for 
the  prince  of  Wales;    then  he  tallA  so 
charmingly,  both  in  verse  and  prose,  that  you 
would  be  delighted  to  hear  him  discourse : 
for  you  must  know  he  is  a  great  Writer,  and 
has  flot  five  tragedies  ready  for  the  stage. 
He  did  us  the  favour  to  dine  with  us,  by  my 
nncle's  invitation ;  a^d  next  day  squired  my 
aunt  and  me  to  every  part  of  Bath,  which,  to 
be  sure,  is  an  earthly  paradise.    The  square, 
the  circus,  and  the  parades,  put  me  in  mind 
of  the  sumptuous  palaces  represented  in 
prints  and  pictures ;  and  the  new  buildings, 
such  as  Prince's  Row,  Harlequin's  Row, 
Bladud's  Row,  and  twenty  other  rows,  like 
so  many  enchanted  castles  raised  on  hang, 
iog  terraces. 

At  eight  in  the  morning  we  go  in  disha- 
bille to  the  pump-room,  which  is  crowded 
like  a  Welsh  fair ;  and  there  you  see  the 
highest  quality  and  the  lowest  tradesfolks 
jostling  each  other  without  ceremony, — 
hail  fellow!  well  met.'  The  noise  of  the 
music  placing  in  the  gallery,  the  heat  and 
flavour  of  such  a  crowd,  and  the  hum  and 
buzz  of  their  conversation,  gave  me  the 
headach  and  vertif^o  the  first  day ;  but  after- 
wards all  these  things  became  familiar,  and 
even  agreeable.  Right  under  the  pump-room 
windows  is  the  king's  bath  ;  a  huffe  cistern, 
where  you  see  the  patients  up  to  their  necks 
in  hot  water.  The  ladies  wear  jackets  and 
petticoats  of  brown  linen,  with  chip  hats,  in 
which  they  fix  their  handkerchiefs  to  wipe  the 
Aweat  from  their  faces ;  but,  tnily,  whether 
it  is  owing  to  the  steam  that  surrounds 
them,  or  the  heat  of  the  water,  or  the  nature 
of  the  dress,  or  to  all  these  causes  together, 
they  look  so  flushed  and  so  frightful,  that  I 
always  turn  my  eyes  another  way.  My 
aont,  who  saya  every  person  of  fashion 


should  make  her  appearance  in  the  bath,  as 
well  as  in  the  abbey  church,  contrived  a  cap 
with  cheny-coloured  ribbons  to  suit  her  com- 
plexion, and  obliged  Win  to  attend  her  yes- 
terday morning  m  the  water.    But,  really, 
her  eyes  were  so  red,  that  they  made  mine 
water  as  I  viewed  her  from  the  pump-room ; 
and  as  for  poor  Win,  who  wore  a  hat  trim- 
med with  blue,  what  betwixt  her  wan  com- 
plexion and  her  fear,  she  looked  like  the  ghost 
of  some  pale  maiden,  who  had  drowned 
herself  for  love.    When  she  came  out  of 
the  bath,  she  took  assafoetida  drops,  and  was 
fluttered  all  day,  so  that  we  could  hardly 
keep  her  from  going  into  hysterics  :  but  her 
mistress  says  it  will  do  her  good,  and  poor 
Win  courtesies  with  the  tears  in  her  eyes. 
For  my  part,  I  content  myself  with  drinking 
about  half  a  pint  of  the  water  every  morning. 
The  pumper,  with  his  wife  and  servant, 
attend  in  a  bar;  and  the  glasses,  of  diflferent 
sizes,  stand  ranged  in  order  before  them,  so 
you  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  point  at  that 
which  you  choose,  and  it  is  filled  immediately, 
hot  and  sparkling  from  the  pump.    It  is  the 
only  hot  water  1  could  ever  drink  without 
being  sick.     Far  from  having  that  effect,  it 
is  rather  agreeable  to  the  taste,  grateful  to 
the  stomach,  and  reviving  to  the  spirits. 
You  cannot  imagine  what  wonderful  cures  it 
performs.    My  uncle  began  with  it  the  other 
day;  but  he  made  wry  faces  in  drinking, 
and  I  am  afraid  he  will  leave  it  off.    The 
first  day  we  came  to  Bath  he  fell  into  a  vio- 
lent passion,  beat  two  blackamoors,  and  I 
was  afraid  he  would  have  fought  with  their 
master ;  but  the  stranger  proved  a  peaceable 
man.    To  be  sure,  the  gout  had  got  into  his 
head,  as  my  aunt  observed ;  but,  I  believe, 
his  passion  drove  it  away,  for  he  has  been 
remarkably  well  ever  since.     It  is  a  thousand 
pities  be  should  ever  be  troubled  with  that 
ugly  distemper :  for,  when  be  is  free  from 
pain,  he  is  the  best  tempered  man  upon  earth; 
so  gentle,  so  ^nerous,  so  charitable,  that  eveiy 
body  loves  him ;  and  so  good  to  me  in  partic- 
ular, that  I  shall  never  be  able  to  show  the  deep 
sense  I  have  of  his  tenderness  and  affection. 
Hard  by  the  pump-room  is  a  coffee-house 
for  the  ladies ;  but  my  aunt  says,  younga 
girls  are  not  admitted,  inasmuch  as  the  con- 
versation turns  upon  politics,  scandal,  philo- 
sophy, and  other  subjects  above  our  capacity; 
but  we  are  allowed  to  accompany  them  to 
the  bookseller's  shops,  which  are  charming 
places  of  resort,  where  we  read  novels,  plays, 
pamphlets,  and  newspapers,  for  so  small  a 
subscription  as  a  crown  a  quarter ;  and  in 
these  offices  of  intelligence  (as  my  brother 
calls  them),  all  the  reports  of  the  day,  and 
all  the  private  transactions  of  the  bath,  are 
first  entered  and  discussed.    From  the  book- 
seller's shop  we  make  a  tour  through  the 
milliners  and  toymen,  and  commonly  stop  at 
Mr  Gill's  the  pastry-cook,  to  take  a  jelly,  a 
taitt  or  a  small  basin  of  vermicelli.    Tnetft 
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i9»  moreover,  another  place  of  entertainment 
on  the  other  side  of  the  water,  opposite  to 
the  grove,  to  which  the  company  cross  over 
in  a  boat.  It  is  called  Spring  Grardens ;  a 
Bweet  retreat,  laid  out  in  walks  and  ponds 
and  parterres  of  flowers :  and  there  is  a  long 
room  for  breakfasting  and  dancing.  As  the  si- 
tuation is  low  and  damp,  and  the  season  has 
been  remarkably  wet,  my  uncle  won't  sufler 
me  to  go  thither,  lest  I  should  catch  cold : 
but  my  aunt  says  it  is  all  a  vulgar  prejudice  ; 
and,  to  be  sure,  a  great  many  gentlemen  and 
ladies  of  Ireland  frequent  the  place,  without 
seeming  to  be  the  worse  for  it.  They  say, 
dancing  at  Spring  Gardens,  where  the  air  is 
moist,  18  recommended  to  them  as  an  excel- 
lent cure  for  the  rheumatism.  I  have  been 
twice  at  the  play,  where,  notwithstanding 
the  excellence  of  the  performers,  the  gaiety 
of  the  company,  and  the  decorations  of  the 
theatre,  which  are  very  fine,  I  could  not  help 
reflecting  with  a  sigh,  upon  our  poor  homely 
representations  at  Gloucester.  But  this  iu 
confidence  to  my  dear  Willis.  You  know  my 
heart,  and  will  excuse  its  weakness. 

Afler  all,  the  great  scenes  of  entertiun- 
ment  at  Bath  are  the  twg  public  rooms, 
where  the  company  meet  alternately  every 
evening.  They  are  spacious,  lolly,  and, 
when  lighted  up,  appear  very  striking.  They 
are  generally  crowded  with  well-dressed  peo- 
ple, who  drink  tea  in  separate  parties,  play 
at  cards,  walk,  or  sit  and  chat  together,  just 
as  they  are  disposed.  Twice  a-week  there 
is  a  ball,  the  expense  of  which  is  defrayed 
by  a  voluntary  subscription  among  the  gen- 
tlemen ;  and  every  subscriber  has  three  tick- 
ets. I  was  there  Friday  last  with  my  aunt, 
under  the  care  of  my  brother,  who  is  a  sub- 
scriber; and  Sir  Ulic  Mackilligut  recom- 
mended his  nephew.  Captain  O'Donaghan, 
to  me  as  a  partner ;  but  Jerry  excused  him- 
self, by  saying  I  had  got  the  headach ;  and 
indeed  it  was  really  so,  though  I  can't  ima- 
firine  how  he  knew  it.  The  place  was  so 
hot,  and  the  smell  so  difierent  from  what  we 
are  used  to  in  the  country,  that  I  was  quite 
feverish  when  we  came  away.  Aunt  says  it 
is  the  effect  of  a  vulgar  constitution,  r&axed 
among  woods  and  mountains ;  and  that,  as  I 
become  accustomed  to  genteel  company,  it 
will  wear  off.  Sir  Ulic  was  very  complai- 
sant, made  her  a  ffreat  many  high-flown  com- 
pliments, and,  when  we  retired,  handed  her 
with  great  ceremony  to  her  chair.  The 
captain,  I  believe,  would  have  done  me  the 
same  favour;  but  mv  brother,  seeing  him 
advance,  took  me  under  his  arm,  and  wished 
him  good  night.  The  captain  is  a  pretty 
man,  to  be  sure ;  tall  and  straight,  and  well 
made,  with  light  grey  eyes,  and  a  Roman 
nose ;  but  there  is  a  certain  boldness  in  his 
look  and  manner  that  puts  one  out  of  coun- 
tenance. But  I  am  afraid  I  have  put  you  out 
of  all  patience  with  this  long  unconnected 
ilDrawl;  which  I  shall  therefore  conelndei 
6  K* 


with  assuring  you,  that  neither  Bath,  nor 
London,  nor  all  the  diversions  of  life,  shall 
ever  be  able  to  efface  the  idea  of  my  dear 
Letty,  from  the  heart  of  her  ever  affectionate 

LYDIA  MELPORD. 


To  Mb8  Mart  Jones,  at  BrjUkbletoh* 

Hall.  j 

Dbar  Mollt  Jones, — ^Heavin^f  got  a 
frank,  I  now  return  your  fever,  which  I  re- 
ceived by  Mr  Higgins  at  the  hot- well,  to- 
gether with  the  stockings  which  his  wifb 
footed  for  me ;  but  now  they  are  of  no  ser- 
vice. No  body  wears  such  things  in  this 
place.  O  Molly !  you  that  live  in  the  coun- 
try have  no  deception  of  our  doings  at  Bath. 
Here  is  such  dressing,  and  fiddling,  and  danc*- 
ing,  and  gadding,  and  courting,  and  plotting-^ 

0  gracious !  If  God  had  not  given  me  a  good 
stock  of  discretion,  what  a  power  of  things 
might  I  not  reveal,  concerning  old  mistress 
and  young  mistress ;  Jews  with  beards  that 
were  no  Jews,  but  handsome  Christians, 
without  a  hair  upon  their  sin,  strolling  with 
spectacles,  to  get  speech  of  Miss  Liddy. 
But  she's  a  dear  sweet  soul,  as  innocent  as 
the  child  unborn.  She  has  tould  me  all  her 
inward  thoughts,  and  disclosed  her  passion 
for  Mr  Wilson ;  and  that's  not  his  name 
neither ;  and  tho'f  he  acted  among  the  player- 
men,  he  is  meat  for  their  masters ;  and  she 
has  gi'en  me  her  yellow  trolopea,  which 
Mrs  Drab,  the  manty-maker,  says  will  look 
very  well  when  it  is  scowred  and  smoaked 
with  silfur — ^you  knows  as  how  yallow  fitts 
my  fizzogmony.    God  he  knows  what  havoc 

1  shall  make  among  the  mail  sex,  when  I 
make  my  first  appearance  in  this  killing  col- 
lar, with  a  full  soot  of  gaze,  as  ffood  as  new, 
that  I  bought  last  Friday  of  Madam  Fripo^ 
neau,  the  French  muUaner.  Dear  girl,  I 
have  seen  all  the  fine  shows  of  Bath ;  the 
prades,  the  squires,  and  the  circlis,  the 
orashit,  the  hotogon,  and  Bloody  Buildings, 
and  Harry  Kings  Row;  and  1  have  been 
twice  in  the  bath  with  mistress,  and  n'ar  a 
smoak  upon  our  backs,  hussy.  The  first 
time  I  was  mortally  afraid,  and  flustered  all 
day,  and  afterwards  made  believe  that  I  had 
got  the  heddic ;  but  mistress  said,  if  I  didn't 
go,  I  should  take  a  dose  of  bumtafiy ;  and  so 
remembering  how  it  worked  Mrs  Gwyllim  a 
pennorth,  I  chose  rather  to  go  again  with 
her  into  the  bath,  and  then  I  met  with  an 
axident.  I  dropt  my  petticoat,  and  could 
not  get  it  up  from  the  bi>ttom — ^but  what  did 
that  signify? — ^they  mought  laflf,  but  they 
could  see  nothing ;  for  I  was  up  to  the  sin 
in  water.  To  be  sure,  it  threw  me  into  such 
a  gumbustion,  that  I  know  not  what  I  said,  nor 
what  I  did,  nor  how  they  got  m^  out,  and  wrapi 
me  in  a  blanket — Mrs  Tabitha  scoulded  a 
little  when  we  got  home ;  but  she  knows  as  I 
knows  what's  what^— Ah,  Laud  help  you  !^ 
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There  is  Sir  Yuri  Mickligut,  of  Balnaclinch, 
in  the  county  of  Kalloway — I  took  down  the 
name  from  his  gentleman,  Mr  O  Frizzle, 
and  he  has  got  an  estate  of  fifteen  hundred 
a*year«^I  am  sure  he  is  both  rich  and  ffene- 
Tous.  But  you  nose,  Molly,  I  was  always 
&mou8  for  keeping  secrets ;  and  so  he  was 
very  safe  in  trusting  me  with  his  flegm  for 
mistress,  which,  to  be  sure,  is  very  honour- 
able ;  for  Mr  O  Frizzle  assures  me,  he  values 
not  her  portion  a  brass  varthing — and,  in- 
deed, what's  poor  ten  thousand  pounds  to  a 
baron-kni^ht  of  his  fortune  1  and,  truly,  I  told 
Mr  O  Frizzle  that  was  all  she  had  to  trust 
to.  As  for  John  Thomas,  he*s  a  morass 
fellor — I  vow  I  thought  he  would  a  fit  with 
Mr  O  Frizzle,  because  he  axed  me  to  dance 
with  him  at  Spring  Garden — ^but  God  be 
knows  I  have  no  thought  eyther  of  wan 
or  t'other. 

As  for  house  news,  the  worst  is,  Chowder 
has  fallen  off  greatly  from  his  stomick — he 
eats  nothing  but  white  meats,  and  not  miu:h 
of  that ;  and  wheezes  and  seems  to  be  much 
bloated.  The  doctors  think  be  is  threatened 
with  a  dropsy — ^Parson  Marrowfat,  who  has 

g)t  the  same  disorder,  finds  great  benefit 
om  the  waters ;  but  Chowder  seems  to  like 
them  no  better  than  the  squire ;  and  mistress 
says,  if  his  case  don't  take  a  favourable  turn, 
she  will  certainly  carry  him  to  Aberga'nny 
Co  drink  goat's  whey — ^to  be  sure,  the  poor 
dear  bonymil  is  lost  for  want  of  axercise ; 
for  which  reason  she  intends  to  give  him  an 
airing  once  a^ay  upon  the  downs  in  a  post- 
chaise.  I  have  already  made  very  creditable 
correzions  in  this  here  place,  where,  to  be 
sure,  we  have  the  very  squintasence  of  satiety 
— Mrs  Patcher,  My  Lady  KilmacuUock's 
woman,  and  I,  are  sworn  sisters.  She  has 
shown  me  all  her  secrets,  and  learned  me  to 
wash  gaze,  and  refrash  rustv  silks,  and  bum- 
beseens,  by  boiling  them  with  winegar,  cham- 
berlaye,  and  stale  beer.  My  short  sack  and 
apron  luck  as  good  as  new  from  the  shop, 
and  my  pumpy-^oor  as  fresh  as  a  rose,  bv 
the  help  of  turtle- w^ter — but  this  is  all  Greek 
and  Latten  to  you,  Mollv.  If  we  should 
come  to  Aberga'nny,  you'll  be  within  a  day's 
ride  of  us ;  and  then  we  shall  see  wan  an- 
other, please  God.  If  not,  remember  me  in 
your  prayers,  as  I  shall  do  by  you  in  mine ; 
and  take  care  of  my  kitten,  and  give  my  kind 
MTvice  to  Saul ;  and  this  is  all  at  present, 
firom  your  beloved  friend  and  sarvent, 

WINIFRED  JENKINS, 
Bath,  April  26. 


To  Mrs  Gwtllim,  Housbksspbb  at 
Bbamblkton-Hall. 

I  anf  astonished  that  Dr  Lewis  should  take 
upon  him  to  give  away  Aldemey,  without 
my  privity  and  concurrants.  What  signifies 
my  brothei^s  order  1 — my  brother  is  little 


better  than  noncompush.     He  would  give 
away  the  shirt  off  his  back,  and  the  teeth  oat 
of  his  head;  nay,   as  for  that  matter,  he 
would  have  ruinated  the  family  with  his  ridi- 
culous charities,  if  it  had  not  been  fbr  my 
four  quaiters.    What,  between  bis  wilfiilnesi 
and  his  waste,  his  trumps  and  his  frenzy,  I 
lead  the  life  of  an  indented  slave.    Aldemey 
gave  four  gallons  a*day  ever  since  the  calf 
was  sent  to  market.    There  is  so  much  milk 
out  of  my  dairy,  and  the  press  must  stand 
still : — but  I  won't  loose  a  cheese-oaring; 
and  the  milk  shall  be  made  good,  if  tne  sar- 
vants  should  go  without  butter.     If  they 
must  needs  have  butter,  let  them  make  it  of 
sheep's  milk ;  but  then  my  wool  will  sufiRsr 
for  want  cf  grace ;  so  that  I  must  be  a  loser 
on  all  sides.    Well,  patience  is  like  a  stout 
Welsh  poney ;  it  bears  a  good  deal,  and  trots 
a  great  way,  but  it  will  tire  at  the  long  run. 
>— Before  its  long,  perhaps  I  may  show 
Matt  that  I  was  not  bom  to  be  the  household 
drudge  to  my  dying  day.    Gwyn  rites  from 
Crickhowel,  that  the  price  of  fiannel  is  fiillea 
three  farthings  an  ell ;   and  that's  another 
good  penny  out  of  my  pocket.    When  I  go 
to  market  to  sell,  my  commodity  stinks ;  but 
when  I  want  to  buy  the  commonest  thin^, 
the  owner  pricks  it  up  under  my  nose,  and  it 
can't  be  had  for  love  nor  money — I  think 
every  thing  rans  cross  at  Brambleton-hall. 
You  say  the  gander  has  broke  the  eggs, 
which  is  a  phinumenon  I  don't  understand ; 
for,  when  the  fox  carried  off  the  old  goose 
last  year,  he  took  her  place,  and  hatched  the 
eggs,  and  paitected  the  goslings  like  a  tender 
parent.    Then  you  tell  me  the  thunder  has 
soured  two  barrels  of  bear  in  the  seller.    But 
how  the  thunder  should  get  there,  when  the 
seller  was  double  locked,  I  can't  compre- 
hend.   Howsomever,  I  won't  have  the  bear 
thrown  out  till  I  see  it  with  mine  own  eyes. 
Perhaps  it  will  recover — at  least  it  will  serve 
for  vinegar  to  the  sarvants.    You  may  leave 
off  the  fires  in  my  brother's  chamber  and 
mine,  as  it  is  unsartin  when  we  return.    I 
hope,  Gwyllim,  you'll  take  care  there  is  no 
waste ;  and  have  an  eye  to  the  maids,  and 
keep  them  to  their  spinning.    I  think  they 
may  go  very  well  without  heur  in  hot  wea- 
ther— it  serves  only  to  inflame  the  blood,  and 
set  them  agog  afler  the  men:  water  will 
make  them  fair,  and  keep  them  cool  and 
tamparit.    Don't  forget  to  put  up  in  the  port- 
mantle,  that  cums  with  Williams,  along  with 
my  riding-habit,  hat,  and  feather,  the  vial  dT 
purl-water,  and  the  tinctur  for  my  stomach ; 
being  as  how  I  am  much  troubled  with  fiut- 
terencies.    This  is  all  at  present  from  youn, 

TABITHA  BRAMBLE. 
Bath,  April  26. 


To  Dr  Liwis. 
Dbak  Diox<— -I  have  done  with  the  wv 
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ten ;  therefore  your  advice  comee  a  day  too 
late.  I  grwat  that  physic  is  no  mystery  of 
your  making.  I  know  it  is  a  mystery  in  its 
own  nature,  and,  like  other  mysteries,  re- 

Snires  a  strong  gulp  of  faith  to  make  it  go 
own.    Two  days  ago  I  went  into  the  king's 

bath,  by  the  advice  of  our  friend,  Ch ,  in 

order  to  clear  the  strainer  of  the  skin,  for  the 
benefit  tf  a  free  perspiration ;  and  the  first 
object  that  saluted  my  eye  was  a  child,  full 
of  scrofulous  ulcers,  carried  in  the  arms  of 
one  of  the  guides,  under  the  very  noses  of 
the  bathers.  I  was  so  shocked  at  the  sight, 
that  I  retired  immediately,  with  indignation 
and  disgust.  Suppose  the  matter  of  those 
ulcers,  floating  in  the  water,  comes  in  con- 
tact with  my  skin,  when  the  pores  are  all 
open,  I  would  ask  you  what  must  be  the  con- 
sequence  ?  Grood  heavens !  the  very  thought 
makes  my  blood  run  cold  !  We  know  not 
what  sores  may  be  running  into  the  water 
while  we  are  bathing,  and  what  sort  of  mat- 
ter we  may  thus  imbibe ;  the  king's  evil,  the 
scurvy,  the  cancer,  and  the  pox ;  and,  no 
doubt,  the  heat  will  render  the  viru$  the  more 
volatile  and  penetrating.  To  purify  myself 
from  all  such  contamination,  I  went  to  the 
duke  of  Kingston's  private  bath,  and  there  I 
was  almost  sufibcated  for  want  of  free  air, 
the  place  was  so  small,  and  the  steam  so 
stifling. 

After  all,  if  the  intention  is  no  more  than 

•  to  wssh  the  skin,  I  am  convinced  that  simple 
element  is  more  effectual  than  any  water 
impregnated  with  salt  and  iron,  which,  being 
astringent,  will  certainly  contract  the  pores, 
and  leave  a  kind  of  crust  upon  the  surface 

^  of  the  body.  But  I  am  now  as  much  afraid 
of  drinking  as  of  bathing ;  for,  after  a  long 
conversation  with  the  doctor,  about  the  con- 
struction of  the  pump  and  the  cistern,  it  is 
very  fiir  from  being  clear  with  me,  that  the 
patients  in  the  pump-room  don't  swaHow  the 
scourings  of  the  bathers.  I  can't  help  sus- 
pecting,  that  there  is,  or  may  be,  some  re- 
gurgitation from  the  bath  into  the  cistern 
of  Uie  pump.  In  that  case,  what  a  delicate 
beverage  is  every  day  quaffed  by  the  drink- 
ers,  medicated  with  the  sweat,  and  dirt,  and 
dandriff,  and  the  abominable  discharges  of 
various  kinds,  from  twenty  different  diseased 
bodies,  par-boilin^  in  the  kettle  below  !  In 
order  to  avoid  this  filthy  composition,  I  had 
recourse  to  the  spring  that  supplies  the  pri- 
vate baths  on  the  abbey-green ;  but  I  at  once 
perceived  something  extraordinary  in  the 
taste  and  smell;  and,  upon  inquiry,  I  find 
that  the  Roman  baths  in  this  quarter  were 
found  covered  by  an  old  burying-ground  be- 
longing to  the  abbey,  through  which,  in  all 
probability,  the  water  drains  in  its  passage ; 
BO  that,  as  we  drink  the  decoction  of  living 
bodies  at  the  pump-room,  we  swallow  the 
strainings  of  rotten  bones  and  carcasses  at 
the  private  bath.  I  vow  to  God.  the  very 
idea  turns  my  stomach! — Determined  as  I 


am  against  any  farther  use  of  the  Bath  wa- 
teiv,  this  consideration  would  give  me  little 
disturbance,  if  I  could  find  any  thing  more 
pure,  or  less  pernicious,  to  quench  my  thirst; 
but  although  the  natural  springs  of  excellent 
water  are  seep  gushing  spontaneous,  on 
every  side,  from  the  hills  that  surround  US| 
the  inhabitants  in  general  make  use  of  well- 
water,  so  impregnated  with  nitre,  or  allum, 
or  some  other  villainous  mineral,  that  it  is 
equally  ungrateful  to  the  taste,  and  mischiev- 
ous to  the  constitution.  It  must  be  owned, 
indeed,  that  here,  in  Milsham-street,  we  have 
a  precarious  and  scanty  supply  from  the  hill, 
which  is  collected  in  an  open  basin  in  the 
circus,  liable  to  be  defiled  with  dead  dogs, 
cats,  rats,  and  every  species  of  nastiness, 
which  the  rascally  populace  may  throw  into 
it,  from  mere  wantonness  and  brutality. 

Well,  there  is  no  nation  that  drinks  so 
hoggishly  as  the  English.  What  passes  for 
wine  among  us  is  not  the  juice  of  the  grape : 
it  is  an  adulterous  mixture,  brewed  up  of 
nauseous  ingredients,  by  dunces,  who  are 
bunglers  in  the  art  of  poison-making ;  yet 
we  and  our  forefiithers  are,  and  have  been, 
poisoned  by  tliis  cursed  drench,  without  taste 
or  flavour.  The  only  ^nuine  and  wholesome 
beverage  in  England  is  London  porter,  and 
Dorchester  table-beer;  but  as  for  your  ale 
and  your  gin,  your  cyder  and  your  perry,  and 
all  the  trashy  family  of  made  wines,  I  detest 
them  as  infernal  compositions,  contrived  for 
the  destruction  of  the  human  species.  But 
what  have  I  to  do  with  the  human  species  1 
Except  a  very  few  friends,  I  care  not  if  the 
whole  was  — — . 

Hark  ye,  Lewis,  my  misanthropy  increases 
every  day.  The  longer  I  live,  I  find  the 
folly  and  the  fraud  of  mankind  grow  more 
and  more  intolerable.  I  wish  I  had  not 
come  from  Brambleton-hall ;  after  having 
lived  in  solitude  so  long,  I  cannot  bear  the 
hurry  and  impertinence  of  the  multitude. 
Besides,  every  thing  is  sophisticated  in  these 
crowded  places.  Snares  are  laid  for  our  y 
lives  in  every  thin^r  we  eat  or  drink ;  the 
very  air  we  breathe  is  loaded  with  contagion. 
We  cannot  even  sleep  without  risk  of  in- 
fection. I  say  infection — ^this  place  is  the 
rendezvous  of  the  diseased — ^you  won't  deny 
that  many  diseases  are  infectious ;  even  the 
consumption  itself  is  highly  infectious. 
When  a  person  dies  of  it  in  Italy,  the  bed 
and  bedding  are  destroyed ;  the  other  furni- 
ture is  exposed  to  the  weather,  and  the 
apartment  white- washed,  before  it  is  occu- 
pied by  any  other  living  soul.  You'll  allow, 
that  nothing  receives  infection  sooner,  or  re- 
tains it  longer,  than  blankets,  feather-beds, 
and  matresses.  'Sdeath!  how  do  I  know 
what  miserable  objects  have  been  stewing  in 
the  bed  where  I  now  lie !— -I  wonder,  Dick, 
you  did  not  put  me  in  mind  of  sending  for 
my  own  matresses — but,  if  I  had  not  been  an 
ass,  I  should  not  have  needed  a  remembnm- 
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cer.  There  is  always  some  plaguy  reflection 
that  risea  up  in  judgment  against  me,  and 
ruffles  my  8purita--iherefore,  let  us  change 
the  subject. 

I  have  other  reasons  for  abridging  my  stay 
at  Bath.     You  know  sister  Tabby's  com- 
plexion— if  Mrs  Tabitha  Bramble  had  been 
.  of  any  other  race,  I  should  certainly  have 
looked  upon  her  as  the  most*  But  the 

truth  is,  she  has  found  means  to  interest  my 
affection ;  or  rather,  she  is  beholden  to  the 
force  of  prejudice,  commonly  called  the  ties 
of  blood.  WeU,  this  amiable  maiden  has 
actually  commenced  a  flirting  correspond- 
ence with  an  Irish  baronet  of  sixty-five.  His 
name  is  Sir  Ulic  Mackilligut.  He  is  said  to 
be  much  out  at  elbows ;  and,  I  believe,  has 
received  false  intelligence  with  respect  to 
her  fortune.  Be  that  as  it  may,  the  connec- 
tion is  exceedingly  ridiculous,  and  begins 
already  to  excite  whispers.  For  my  part,  I 
have  no  intention  to  dispute  her  free  a^noy ; 
though  I  shall  fall  upon  some  expedient  to 
undeceive  her  paramour  as  to  the  point 
which  he  has  principally  in  view.  But  I 
don't  think  her  conduct  is  a  proper  example 
for  Liddy,  who  has  also  attracted  the  notice 
of  some  coxcombs  in  the  rooms ;  and  Jerry 
tells  me,  he  suspects  a  strapping  fellow,  the 
knight's  nephew,  of  some  design  upon  the 
girl*8  heart.  I  shall  therefore  keep  a  strict 
eye  over  her  aunt  and  her,  and  even  shift 
the  scene,  if  I  find  the  matter  grow  more 
serious.  You  perceive  what  an  aflreeable 
task  it  must  be,  to  a  man  of  my  kidney,  to 
have  the  cure  of  such  souls  as  these.  But, 
hold,  you  shall  not  have  another  peevish 
word  (till  the  next  occasion)  from  yours, 

MATT.  BRAMBLE. 
Bath,  Apra  28. 


To  Sir  Watxin  Phillips,  Bart,  op  Jssus 

COLLBOB,  OXON. 

Dbar  Knight,— I  think  those  people  are 
unreasonable,  who  complain  that  Bath  is  a 
contracted  circle,  in  which  the  same  dull 
scenes  perpetually  revolve,  without  varia- 
tion. I  am,  on  the  contrary,  amazed  to  find 
so  small  a  place  so  crowded  with  entertain- 
ment and  variet)^.  London  itself  can  hardly 
exhibit  one  species  of  diversion  to  which  we 
have  not  something  analogous  at  Bath,  over 
and  above  those  singular  advantages  that 
are  peculiar  to  the  place.  Here,  for  exam- 
ple, a  man  has  daily  opportunities  of  seeing 
the  most  remarkable  characters  of  the  com- 
munity. He  sees  tliem  in  their  natural  atti- 
tudes and  true  colours,  descended  from  their 
pedestals,  and  divested  of  their  formal  dra- 
peries, undisguised  by  art  and  aflectation. 
Here  we  have  ministers  of  state,  judges, 
generals,  bishops,  projectors,  philosophers, 
wits,  poets,  players,  ckemUt*,  fiddlers,  and 
bml^oon$.    If  he   makes  any   considerable 


stay  in  the  place,  he  is  sure'  of  meeting  with 
some  particular  friend  whom  he  did  not  ex- 
pect to  see;  and  to  me  there  is  nothing 
more  agreeable  than  such  casual  rencounters. 
Another  entertainment,  peculiar  to  Batht 
arises  from  the  £[eneral  mixture  of  all  d». 
grees,  assembled  m  our  public  rooms,  with- 
out distinction  of  rank  or  fortune.  This  is 
what  my  uncle  reprobates  as  a  ra^^nstrous 
jumble  of  heterogeneous  principles;  a  vile 
mob  of  noise  and  impertinence,  without  de- 
cency or  subordination.  But  this  chaos  is  to 
me  a  source  of  infinite  amusement. 

I  was  extremely  diverted,  last  ball  niffht, 
to  see  the  master  of  the  ceremonies  leading, 
with  great  solemnity,  to  the  upper  end  of  the 
room,  an  antiquated  abigail,  dressed  in  her 
lady*s  cast  clothes;  whom  he  (I  suppose) 
mistook  for  some  countess  just  arrived  at  the 
Bath.  The  ball  was  opened  by  a  Scotch 
lord,  with  a  mulatto  heiress,  from  St  Chris- 
topher's ;  and  the  gay  colonel  Tinsel  danced 
all  the  evening  with  the  daughter  of  an  emi- 
nent tinman  from  the  borough  of  Southwark. 
Yesterday  morning,  at  the  pump-room,  I 
saw  a  broken-winded  Wapping  landlady 
squeeze  through  a  circle  of  peers,  to  salute 
her  brandy  merchant,  who  stood  by  the  win- 
dow, propped  upon  crutches  ;  and  a  paralytic 
attorney  of  Shoe-lane,  in  shuffling  up  to  the 
bar,  kicked  the  shins  of  the  chancellor  of 
England,  while  his  lordship,  in  a  cut  bob, 
drank  a  glass  of  water  at  the  pump.  I  can- 
not account  for  my  being  pleased  with  these 
incidents  any  other  way  than  by  saying  they 
are  truly  ridiculous  in  their  own  nature,  and 
serve  to  heighten  the  humour  in  the  farce  of 
life,  which  I  am  determined  to  enjoy  as  long 
as  I  can. 

Those  follies  that  move  my  uncle's  spleen 
excite  my  laughter.  He  is  as  tender  as  a  man 
without  a  skin,  who  cannot  bear  the  slightest 
touch  without  flinching.  What  tickles  an- 
other, would  give  him  torment ;  and  yet  he  ' 
has  what  we  may  call  lucid  intervals,  when 
he  is  remarkably  facetious.  Indeed,  I  never 
knew  a  hypochondriac  so  apt  to  be  infected 
with  good  humour.  He  is  the  most  risible 
misanthrope  I  ever  met  with.  A  luckv  joke, 
or  any  ludicrous  incident,  will  set  him  a- 
laughing  immoderately,  even  in  one  of  his 
most  gloomy  paroxysms;  and  when  the 
laugh  is  over,  he  will  curse  his  own  imbe- 
cility. In  conversing  with  stran^rs,  he  be- 
trays no  marks  of  disquiet — he  is  splenetic 
with  his  familiars  only ;  and  not  even  with 
thorn,  while  they  keep  his  attention  eaiploy- 
ed ;  but,  when  his  spirits  are  not  exerted 
externally,  they  seem  to  recoil,  and  prey 
upon  himself.  He  has  renounced  the  waters 
with  execration;  but  he  begins  to  find  a 
more  efficacious,  and,  certainly,  a  much 
more  palatable  remedy  in  the  pleasures  of 
society.  He  has  discovered  some  old  friends 
among  the  invalids  at  Bath ;  and  in  parti- 
cular, renewed  his  acquaintance  with  the 
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celebrated  James  Quio,  who  certainly  did 
not  come  here  to  drink  water.  You  cannot 
doubt  hvti  that  I  had  the  strongest  curiosity 
to  know  this  original ;  and  it  was  gratified 
by  Mr  Bramble,  who  has  had  him  twice  at 
'  OUT  house  to  dinner. 

So  far  as  I  am  able  to  judse,  Quin's  charac- 
ter is  rather  more  respectable  than  it  has  been 
generally  represented.  His  bon  mots  are  in 
every  witling's  mouth ;  but  many  of  them 
have  a  rank  flavour,  which  one  would  be  apt 
to  think  was  derived  from  a  natural  gross- 
ness  of  idea.  I  suspect,  however,  that  jus- 
tice has  not  been  done  the  author  by  the  col- 
lectors of  those  Quiniana,  who  have  let  the 
best  of  them  slip  through  their  fingers,  and 
only  retained  such  as  were  suited  to  the 
taste  and  organs  of  the  multitude.  How  far 
he  may  relax  in  his  hours  of  jollity,  I  cannot 
pretend  to  say ;  but  his  general  conversation 
18  conducted  by  the  nicest  rules  of  proprietv ; 
and  Mr  James  Quin  is  certainly  one  of  tne 
best  bred  men  in  the  kingdom.  He  is  not 
only  a  most  agreeable  companion,  but  (as  I 
am  credibly  informed)  a  very  honest  man ; 
highly  susceptible  of  friendship,  warm, 
steady,  and  even  eenerous  in  his  attach- 
ments ;  disdaining  flattery,  and  incapable  of 
meanness  and  dissimulation.  Were  I  to 
judge,  however,  from  Quin's  eye  alone,  I 
should  take  him  to  be  proud,  insolent,  and 
cruel.  There  is  something  remarkably  se- 
vere and  forbidding  in  his  aspect;  and  I 
have  been  told  he  was  ever  disposed  to  insult 
his  inferiors  and  dependents.  Perhaps  that 
report  has  influenced  my  opinion  of  his  looks 
— ^you  know  we  are  the  fools  of  prejudice. 
Howsoever  that  may  be,  I  have  as  yet  seen 
nothing  but  his  favourable  side;  and  my 
uncle,  who  frequently  confers  with  him  in  a 
comer,  declares  he  is  one  of  the  most  sensi- 
ble men  he  ever  knew.  He  seems  to  have  a 
reciprocal  regard  for  old  squaretoes,  whom 
he  calls  by  the  familiar  name  of  Matthew, 
and  often  reminds  of  their  old  tavern  adven- 
tures; on  the  other  hand,  Matthew's  eyes 
sparkle  whenever  Quin  makes  his  appear- 
ance. Let  him  be  never  so  jarring  and  dis- 
cordant, Quin  puts  him  in  tune ;  and,  like 
treble  and  bass  in  the  same  concert,  they 
make  excellent  music  toj^ther.  T'other 
day,  the  conversation  turmug  upon  Shaks- 
peare,  I  could  not  help  saying,  with  some 
emotion,  that  I  would  give  a  hundred  guineas 
to  see  Mr  Quin  act  the  part  of  Falstan ;  upon 
which,  turning  to  me  with  a  smile, — **  And 
I  would  give  a  thousand,  young  gentleman," 
said  he,  "  that  I  could  gratify  your  longing." 
M^f  uncle  and  he  are  perfectly  a^eed  in 
their  estimate  of  life,  which,  Qum  says, 
would  stink  in  his  nostrils,  if  he  did  not  steep 
it  in  claret. 

I  want  to  see  this  phenomenon  in  his  cups ; 
and  have  almost  prevailed  upon  uncle  to  give 
him  a  small  turtle  at  the  Bear.  In  the  mean 
time^  1  must  entertain  yon  with  an  incident 


that  seems  to  confirm  the  judgment  of  those 
two  cynic  philosophers.  I  took  the  liberty 
to  difler  in  opinion  from  Mr  Bramble,  when 
he  observed,  that  the  mixture  of  people 
in  the  entertainments  of  this  place  was  de- 
structive of  all  order  and  urbanity  ;  that  it 
rendered  the  plebeians  insufferably  arrogant 
and  troublesome,  and  vulgarized,  the  deport-  . 
ment  and  sentiments  of  those  who  moved  in 
the  upper  spheres  of  life.  He  said,  such  a 
preposterous  coalition  would  bring  us  into 
contempt  with  all  our  neighbours  ;  and  was 
worse,  in  fact,  than  debasing  the  gold  coin 
of  the  nation.  I  argued,  on  the  contraryt 
that  those  plebians  who  discovered  such 
eagerness  to  imitate  the  dress  and  equipage 
of  their  superiors,  would  likewise,  in  time, 
adopt  their  maxims  and  their  manners,  be 
polished  by  their  conversation,  and  refined  by 
their  example ;  but  when  I  appealed  to  Bur 
Quin,  and  asked  if  he  did  not  think  that  such 
an  unreserved  mixture  would  improve  the 
whole  mass, — *^  Yes,"  said  he,  "  as  a  plate 
of  marmalade  would  improve  a  pan  of  sir- 
reverence." 

I  owned  I  was  not  much  conversant  in 
hi^h  Ufe,  but  I  had  seen  what  were  called 
polite  assemblies  in  London  and  elsewhere ; 
that  those  of  Bath  seemed  to  be  as  decent  as 
any ;  and  that,  upon  the  whole,  the  indivi- 
duals that  composed  it  would  not  be  found 
deficient  in  good  manners  and  decorum. 
"  But  let  us  have  recourse  to  experience,** 
said  I ;  "  Jack  Holder,  who  was  intended  for 
a  parson,  has  succeeded  to  an  estate  of  two 
thousand  a-year,  by  the  death  of  his  elder 
brother.  He  is  now  at  the  Bath,  driving 
about  in  a  phaeton  and  four,  with  French 
horns.  He  has  treated  with  turtle  and  claret 
at  all  the  taverns  in  Bath  and  Bristol,  till  his 
guests  are  gorged  with  good  cheer :  he  has 
bought  a  dozen  suits  of  fine  clothes,  by  the 
advice  of  the  master  of  the  ceremonies,  under 
whose  tuition  he  has  entered  himself:,  he  has 
lost  some  hundreds  at  billiards  to  sharpers, 
and  taken  one  of  the  nymphs  or  Avon-street 
into  keeping ;  but,  findmg  all  these  channels 
insufficient  to  drain  him  of  his  current  cash, 
his  counsellor  has  engaged  him  to  give  a 
general  tea-drinking  to-morrow  at  Wiltshire's 
room.  In  order  to  give  it  the  more  eclat, 
every  table  is  to  be  furnished  with  sweet- 
meats and  nosegays,  which,  however,  are 
not  to  be  touched  till  notice  is  given  by  the 
ringin?  of  a  bell,  and  then  the  ladies  may 
help  uemselves  without  restriction.  This 
will  be  no  bad  way  of  trying  the  company's 
breeding. 

**  I  will  abide  by  that  experiment,"  cried 
my  uncle ;  **  and  if  I  could  find  a  place  to 
stand  secure  without  the  vortex  of  the  tumult, 
which  I  know  will  ensue,  I  would  certainly 
go  thither  and  enjoy  the  scene."  Qum  pro- 
posed that  we  should  take  our  station  in 
the  music  gallery,  and  we  took  his  advice. 
Holder  had  got  thither  before  as,  with  *^'~ 
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horns  perdue ;  but  we  were  admitted.  The 
tea-drinking  passed  as  usual ;  and  the  com- 
pany having  risen  from  the  tables,  were 
sauntering  m  groups,  in  expectation  of  the 
signal  for  attack,  when,  the  bell  beginning 
to  ring,  they  flew  with  eagerness  to  uie  des- 
sert, and  the  whole  place  was  instantly  in 
commotion.  There  was  nothing  but  justling, 
scrambling,  pulling,  snatching,  struggling, 
scolding,  and  screaming.  The  nosegays 
were  torn  from  one  another's  hands  and  bo- 
soms ;  the  glasses  and  china  went  to  wreck ; 
the  tables  and  floor  were  strewed  with  com- 
fits. Some  cried,  some  swore,  and  the  tropes 
and  figures  of  Billingsgate  were  used  without 
reserve  in  all  their  native  zest  and  flavour; 
nor  were  those  flowers  of  rhetoric  unattended 
with  significant  gesticulation.  Some  snap- 
ped their  fingers,  some  forked  them  out, 
some  clapped  their  hands,  and  some  their 
backsides;  at  length  they  fairly  proceeded 
to  pulling  caps,  and  every  thing  seemed  to 
presage  a  general  battle,  when  Holder  order- 
ed his  horns  to  sound  a  charge,  with  a  view 
to  animate  the  combatants,  and  inflame  the 
contest;  but  this  manoeuvre  produced  an 
efiect  quite  contraTy  to  what  he  expected. 
It  was  a  note  of  reproach  that  roused  them 
to  an  immediate  sense  of  their  disgraceful 
situation.  They  were  ashamed  of  their  ab- 
surd deportment,  and  suddenly  desisted. 
They  gathered  up  their  caps,  ruffles,  and 
handkerchiefs;  and  great  part  of  them  re- 
tired in  silent  mortification. 

Quin  laughed  at  this  adventure,  but  my 
uncle's  delicacy  was  hurt.  He  hung  his 
head  in  manifest  chagrin,  and  seemed  to  re- 
pine at  the  triumph  of  his  judgment.  Indeed 
his  victoij  was  more  complete  than  he  im- 
agined ;  for,  as  we  afterwards  learned,  the 
two  amazons  who  signalized  themselves  most 
in  the  action,  did  not  come  from  the  purlieus 
of  Puddledock,  but  from  the  courtly  neigh- 
bourhood of  St  James's  palace.  One  was  a 
baroness,  and  the  other  a  wealthy  knifirht's 
dowager.  'My  uncle  spoke  not  a  word  till 
we  had  made  our  retreat  good  to  the  coflee- 
house,  where,  taking  off  his  hat,  and  wiping 
his  forehead, — **  I  bless  God,"  said  he,  "  that 
Mrs  Tabitha  Bramble  did  not  take  the  field 
to-day."  "  I  would  pit  her  for  a  cool  hun- 
dred,*' cried  Quin,  "  against  the  best  shake- 
ba^  of  the  whole  main."  The  truth  is,  no- 
thing could  have  kept  her  at  home  but  the 
accident  of  her  having  taken  physic  before 
she  knew  the  nature  of  the  entertainment. 
She  has  been  for  some  days  fiirbishing  up 
an  old  suit  of  black  velvet,  to  make  her  ap- 
pearance as  Sir  Ulic's  partner  at  the  next  ball. 

I  have  much  to  say  of  this  amiable  kins- 
woman ;  but  she  has  not  been  properly  in- 
troduced to  your  acquaintance.  Sne  is  re- 
markably civil  to  Mr  Quin,  of  whose  sarcastic 
humour  she  seems  to  stand  in  awe ;  but  her 
caution  is  no  match  for  her  impertinence. 
**  Mr  Gwynn/'  said  she  the  other  day,  "  I 


was  once  vastly  entertained  with  your  play- 
ing the  ghost  of  Gimlet  at  Drury-lane,  when 
you  rose  up  through  the  stage,  with  a  white 
face  and  red  eyes,  and  spoke  of  quaiU  upon 
the  frightful  porcupine.  Bo,  pray,  spout 
a  little  the  ^host  ot  Gimlet."  "  Madam,'* 
said  Quin,  with  a  glance  of  ineflfable  disdain, 
**  the  ghost  of  Gimlet  is  laid,  never  to  rise 
again."  Insensible  of  this  check,  she  pro- 
ceeded. **  Well,  to  be  sure,  you  looked  and 
talked  so  like  a  real  ghost — and  then  the 
cock  crowed  so  natural— I  wonder  how  you 
could  teach  him  to  crow  so  exact  in  the  very 
nick  of  time ;  but  I  suppose  he*s  game— an't 
he  game,  Mr  Gwy on  1"  "  Dunghill,  madam." 
**  Well,  dunghill  or  not  dunghill,  he  has  got 
such  a  clear  counter-tenor,  that  I  wish  I  had 
such  another  at  Brembleton-hall,  to  wake  the 
maids  of  a  morning.  Do  you  know  where 
I  cuuld  find  one  of  his  brood  1"  **  Probably 
in  the  workhouse  of  St  Giles's  parish,  madam ; 
but  I  protest  I  know  not  his  particular  mew." 
My  uncle,  fiying  with  vexation,  cried — "  Grood 
God,  sister,  how  you  talk !  I  have  told  you 
twenty  times  that  this  gentleman's  name 
is  not  Gwynn."  '*  Hoity,  toity,  brother  of 
mine,"  she  replied,  **  no  oflTence,  I  hope— 
Gwynn  is  an  honourable  name,  of  true  old 
British  extraction*~I  thought  the  gentleman 
had  been  come  of  Mre  Helen  Gwynn,  who 
was  of  his  own  profession ;  and  if  so  be  that 
were  the  case,  he  might  be  of  King  Charleses 
breed,  and  have  royal  blood  in  his  veins." 
*'  No,  madam,"  answered  Quin,  with  great 

solemnity,  **  my  mother  was  not  a  w of 

such  distinction — true  it  is,  I  am  sometimes 
tempted  to  believe  myself  of  royal  descent ; 
for  my  inclinations  are  often  arbitrary — if  I 
was  an  absolute  prince  at  this  instant,  I  be- 
lieve I  should  send  for  the  head  of  yuur  cook 
in  a  charger — she  has  committed  felony  on 
the  person  of  that  John  Dory,  which  is  man- 
gled in  a  cruel  manner,  and  even  presented 
without  sauce — O  tempore !  O  mores  /" 

This  good-humoured  sally  turned  the  con- 
versation into  a  less  ^sagreeable  channel — 
but  lest  you  should  think  my  scribble  as 
tedious  as  Mrs  Tabby's  clack,  I  shall  not  add 
another  word,  but  that  I  am,  as  usual,  yours^ 

J.  MELFORD. 

Bath,  AprU  30. 


To  DooTom  Lewis. 

Dear  Lewis, — ^I  received  your  bill  upon 
Wiltshire,  which  was  punctually  honoured ; 
but,  as  I  don't  choose  to  keep  so  much  cash 
by  me  in  a  common  lodging-house,  I  4iave 
deposited  £250  in  the  bank  of  Bath,  and 
shall  take  their  bills  for  it  on  London,  when 
I  leave  this  place,  where  the  season  draws 
to  an  end — ^you  must  know,  tliat  now  being 
a-foot,  I  am  resolved  to  give  Liddy  a  glimpse 
of  London.  She  is  one  of  the  best-hearted 
creatures  I  ever  knew,  and  gains  upon  my 
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affisctlon  every  day.  As  for  Tabby,  I  have 
dropped  such  hints  to  the  Irish  baronet,  con- 
cerning her  fortune,  as,  I  make  no  doubt, 
will  cool  the  ardour  of  his  addresses.  Then 
her  pride  will  take  the  alarm ;  and  the  ran- 
cour of  stale  maidenhood  being  chafed,  we 
shall  hear  nothing  but  slander  and  abuse  of 
Sir  Ulic  Mack  ill  igut — this  rupture,  I  fore- 
see, will  facilitate  our  departure  from  Bath ; 
where,  at  present,  Tabby  seems  to  enjoy 
herself  with  peculiar  satisfaction.  For  my 
part,  I  detest  it  so  much,  that  I  should  not 
have  been  able  to  stay  so  long  in  the  place, 
if  I  had  not  discovered  some  old  friends, 
whose  conversation  alleviates  my  disgust. 
Going  to  the  coffeehouse  one  forenoon,  I 
could  not  help  contemplating  the  company 
with  equal  surprise  and  compassion.  We 
consisted  of  thirteen  individuals ;  seven  lamed 
by  the  cfout,  rheumatism,  or  palsy ;  three 
maimed  by  accident ;  and  the  rest  either  deaf 
or  blind.  One  hobbled,  another  hopped,  a 
third  dragged  his  legs  afler  him  like  a  wound- 
ed snake,  a  fourth  straddled  betwixt  a  pair 
of  long  crutches,  like  the  mummy  of  a  felon 
hanging  in  chains;  a  fifth  was  bent  in  an 
horizontal  position,  like  a  mounted  telescope, 
shoved  in  by  a  couple  of  chairmen ;  and  a 
sixth  was  the  bust  of  a  man  set  upright  in  a 
wheel  machine,  which  the  waiter  moved  from 
place  to  place. 

Being  struck  with  some  of  their  faces,  I 
consulted  the  subscription-book;  and,  per- 
ceiving the  names  of  several  old  friends, 
began  to  consider  the  group  with  more  atten- 
tion. At  length  I  discovered  Rear-admiral 
Balderick,  the  companion  of  my  youth,  whom 
I  had  not  seen  since  he  was  appointed  lieu- 
tenant  of  the  Severn.  He  was  metamor- 
phosed into  an  old  man,  with  a  wooden  le^ 
and  a  weather-beaten  lace ;  which  appeared 
the  more  ancient  from  his  grey  locks,  that 
were  truly  venerable.  Sitting  down  at  the 
table  where  he  was  reading  a  newspaper,  I 
gazed  at  him  fur  some  minutes,  with  a  mix- 
ture of  pleasure  and  i9gret,  which  made  my 
heart  gush  with  tenderness;  then,  taking 
him  by  the  hand, — '*Ah,  Sam,"  said  I,  "  forty 
years  ago  I  little  thought" — I  was  too  much 
moved  to  proceed.  "An  old  friend,  sure 
enough  !"  cried  he,  squeezing  my  hand,  and 
surveying  me  eagerly  through  his  glasses, 
**I  know  the  looming  of  the  vessel,  though 
she  has  been  hard-strained  since  we  parted ; 
but  I  can't  heave  up  the  name."  The  mo- 
ment I  told  him  who  I  was,  he  exclaimed, — 
"  Ha !  Matt,  my  old  fellow-cruizer,  still 
afloat !"  and,  starting  up,  hugged  me  in  his 
arnitf.  His  transport,  however,  boded  me  no 
good;  for,  in  saluting  me,  he  thrust  the 
spring  of  his  spectacles  into  my  eye,  and,  at 
the  same  time,  set  his  wooden  stump  upon 
my  gouty  toe ;  an  attack  that  made  me  sned 
tears  in  sad  earnest.  After  the  hurry  of  our 
recognition  was  over,  he  pointed  oat  two  of 
our  common  friends  in  the  room ;  the  bnit 


was  what  remained  of  Colonel  Cockril,  who 
had  lost  the  use  of  his  limbs  in  making  an 
American  campaign ;  and  the  telescope 
proved  to  be  my  college  chum,  Sir  Reginald 
Bentley,  who,  w^ith  his  new  title,  and  unex. 
pected  inheritance,  commenced  fox-hunter, 
without  having  served  his  apprenticeship  to 
the  mystery  ;  and,  in  consequence  of  follow- 
ing the  hounds  through  a  river,  was  seized 
with  an  inflammation  in  his  bowels,  which 
has  contracted  him  into  his  present  attitude. 

Our  former  correspondence  was  forthwith 
renewed,  with  the  most  hearty  expressions 
of  mutual  ffood-wiU  ;  and,  as  we  had  met  so 
unexpectedly,  we  agreed  to  dine  together 
that  very  day  at  the  tavern.  My  friend 
Quin,  being  luckily  unengaged,  obliged  us 
with  his  company ;  and,  truly,  this  was  the 
most  happy  day  I  have  passed  these  twenty 
years.  You  and  I,  Lewis,  having  been 
always  together,  never  tasted  friendship  m 
this  high  gout,  contracted  from  long  absence. 
I  cannot  express  the  half  of  what  I  felt  at 
this  casual  meeting  of  three  or  four  compan. 
ions,  who  had  been  so  long  separated,  and 
so  roughly  treated  by  the  storms  of  life.  It 
was  a  renovation  of  youth ;  a  kind  of  resus. 
citation  of  the  dead,  that  realized  those  in- 
teresting dreams  in  which  we  sometimes 
retrieve  our  ancient  friends  from  the  grave. 
Perhaps  my  enjoyment  was  not  the  less 
pleasin?  for  being  mixed  with  a  strain  of 
melancholy,  produced  by  the  remembrance 
of  past  scenes,  that  conjured  up  the  ideas  of 
some  endearing  connections,  which  the  hand 
of  death  has  actually  dissolved. 

The  spirits  and  good  humour  of  the  com- 
pany seemed  to  triumph  over  the  wreck  of 
their  constitutions.  They  had  even  philoso- 
phy enough  to  joke  upon  their  own  calami- 
ties ;  such  is  the  power  of  friendship,  the  sove- 
reign cordial  of  life.  I  afterwards  found,  how- 
ever, that  they  were  not  without  their  mo- 
ments, and  even  hours,  of  disquiet.  Each  of 
them  apart,  in  succeeding  conferences,  expa- 
tiated upon  his  own  particular  grievances ;  and 
they  were  all  malcontents  at  nottom.  Over 
ana  above  their  personal  disasters,  they 
thought  themselves  unfortunate  in  the  lottery 
of  life.  Balderick  complained,  that  all  the  re- 
compence  he  had  received  for  his  long  and 
hard  service  was  the  half-pay  of  a  rear-admi- 
ral.  The  colonel  was  mortified  to  see  himself 
overtopped  by  upstart  generals,  some  of 
whom  he  had  once  commanded ;  and,  being 
a  man  of  a  liberal  turn,  could  ill  put  up  with 
a  moderate  annuity,  for  which  he  had  sold 
his  commission.  Ajb  for  the  baronet,  having 
nm  himself  considerably  in  debt,  on  a  con- 
tested  election,  he  has  been  obliged  to  relin- 
quish his  seat  in  parliament,  and  his  seat  in 
the  country  at  the  same  time,  and  put  his 
estate  to  nurse ;  but  his  chaf  rin,  which  is 
the  efiect  of  his  own  misconduct,  does  not 
affect  me  half  so  much  as  that  of  the  other 
two,  who  have  acted  honourable  and  distin- 
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guished  parts  on  the  great  theatre,  and  are 
DOW  reduced  to  lead  a  weary  life  in  this  atew- 
pawn  of  idleness  and  insignificance.  They 
have  long  left  off  usin^  the  waters,  afler  hav- 
ing experienced  their  inefficacy.  The  diver- 
sions of  the  place  they  are  not  in  a  condition 
to  enjoy.  How  then  do  they  make  shift  to 
pass  their  time  1  In  the  forenoon  they  crawl 
out  to  the  rooms  or  the  coffee-house,  where 
they  take  a  hand  at  whist,  or  descant  upon 
the  General  Advertiser ;  and  their  evenings 
they  murder  in  private  parties,  among  pee- 
vish invalids,' and  insipid  old  women.  This 
is  the  case  with  a  good  number  of  indivi- 
duals, whom  nature  seems  to  have  intended 
for  better  purposes. 

About  a  dozen  years  ago,  many  decent 
families  restricted  to  small  fortunes,  besides 
those  that  came  hither  on  the  score  of  health, 
were  tempted  to  settle  at  Bath,  where  they 
could  then  live  comfortably,  and  even  make 
a  genteel  appearance,  at  a  small  expense ; 
but  the  madness  of  the  times  has  made  the 
place  too  hot  for  them,  and  they  are  now 
obliged  to'  think  of  other  migrations— some 
have  already  fled  to  the  mountains  of  Wales, 
and  others  have  retired  to  Exeter.    Thither, 
no  doubt,  they  will  be  followed  by  the  flood 
of  luxury  and  extravagance,  which  will  drive 
them  from  place  to  place  to  the  very  Land's 
End;  and  there,  I  suppose,  they  will  be 
obliged  to  ship  themselves  to  some  other 
country.    Bath  is  become  a  mere  sink  of 
profligacy  and  extortion.    Every  article  of 
nouse-keeping    is  raised   to  an   enormous 
price ;  a  circumstance  no  longer  to  be  won- 
dered at,  when  we  know  that  every  petty 
retainer  of  fortune  piques  himself  upon  keep- 
ing a  table,  and  thinks  'tis  for  the  honour  of 
his  character  to  wink  at  the  knavery  of  his 
servants,  who  are  in  a  confederacy  with  the 
market  people,  and  of  consetjuence  pay  what- 
ever they  demand.    Here  is  now  a  mush- 
room of  opulence,  who  pays  a  cook  seventy 
guineas  a-week  for  furnishing  him  with  one 
meal  a-day.    This  portentous  frenzy  is  be- 
come so  contagious,  that  the  very  rabble  and 
refuse  of  mankind  are  infected.     I  have 
known  a  negro-driver  from  Jamaica    pay 
ovei^night,  to  the  master  of  one  of  the  rooms, 
sixty.flve  guineas  for  tea  and  coffee  to  the 
company,  and  leave  Bath  next  morning,  in 
such  obscurity,  that  not  one  of  his  guests  had 
the  sliffhtest  idea   of  his  person,  or  even 
made  the  least  inquiry  about  his  name.     In- 
cidents  of  this  kind  are  frequent;  and  every 
day  teems  with  fresh  absurdities,  which  are 
too  gross  to  make  a  thinking  man  merry. 
But  I  feel  the  spleen  creeping  on  me  apace, 
and  therefore  will  indulge  you  with  a  cessa- 
tion, that  you  may  have   no  unnecessary 
cause  to  curse  your  correspondence  with, 
dear  Dick,  yours  ever, 

MATT.  BRAMBI^. 
Bath,  May  5. 


To  Miss  Lstitia  Willis,  ATGLovoKsmu 

Mt  Dsar  Lettt, — ^I  wrote  you  at  jpeat 
length  by  the  post,  the  twenty-sixth  of  last 
month,  to  which  I  refer  you  for  an  account 
of  our  proceedings  at  Bath ;  and  I  expect 
your  answer  with  impatience.  But  havioff 
this  opportunity  of  a  private  hand,  I  sena 
you  two  dozen  of  Bath  rings ;  six  of  the  best 
of  which  I  desire  you  will  keep  for  yourseli^ 
and  distribute  the  rest  among  the  youDff 
ladies,  our  common  friends,  as  you  shaU 
think  proper.  I  don't  know  how  you  will 
approve  of  the  mottos ;  some  of  them  are 
not  much  to  my  own  liking;  but  I  was 
obliged  to  take  such  as  I  could  find  ready 
manufactured.  I  am  vexed  that  neither  yoa 
nor  I  have  received  any  further  information 
of  a  certain  person — sure  it  can't  be  wilfiil 
neglect ! — O  my  dear  Willis  !  I  begin  to  be 
visited  by  strange  fancies,  and  to  have  some 
melancholy  doubts  ;  which,  however,  it  would 
be  ungenerous  to  harbour  without  further  in- 
quiry. My  uncle,  who  has  made  me  a  pre- 
sent of  a  verjr  fine  set  of  garnets,  talks  of 
treating  us  with  a  jaunt  to  London,  which* 
you  may  imagine,  will  be  highly  agreeable : 
but  I  like  Batn  so  well,  that  I  hope  he  won't 
think  of  leaving  it  till  the  season  is  quite 
over;  and  yet,  betwixt  friends,  something 
has  happened  to  my  aunt,  which  will  proba- 
bly shorten  our  stay  in  this  place. 

Yesterday,  in  the  forenoon,  she  went  by 
herself  to  a  breakfasting  in  one  of  the  rooms : 
and,  in  half  an  hour,  returned  in  great  agita- 
tion, having  Chowder  along  witli  her  in  the 
chair.  I  believe  some  accident  must  have 
happened  to  that  unlucky  animal,  which  is 
the  great  source  of  all  her  troubles.  Dear 
Letty !  what  a  pity  it  is  that  a  woman  of 
her  years  and  aiscretion  should  place  her 
affection  upon  such  an  ugly  ill-conditioned 
cur,  that  snarls  and  snaps  at  every  body.  I 
asked  John  Thomas,  the  footman  who  attend- 
ed her,  what  was  the  matter?  and  he  did 
nothing  but  grin.  A  ftimous  dog-doctor  was 
sent  for,  and  undertook  to  cure  the  patient, 
provided  he  might  carry  him  home  to  his  own 
nouse  ;  but  his  mistress  would  not  part  with 
him  out  of  her  own  sight — she  oroered  the 
cook  to  warm  cloths,  which  she  applied  to 
his  bowels  with  her  own  hand.  She  gave  up 
all  thoughts  of  going  to  the  ball  in  die  eve- 
ning; and  when  Sir  Ulic  came  to  drink  tea, 
refused  to  be  seen  {  so  that  he  went  away  to 
look  for  another  partner.  My  brother  Jeny 
whistles  and  dances.  My  uncle  sometimes 
shrugs  up  his  shoulders,  and  sometimes  bursts 
out  a-laughing.  My  aunt  sobs  and  scolds  by 
turns ;  and  her  woman,  Win.  Jenkins,  stares 
and  wonders  with  a  foolish  face  of  curiosity ; 
and  for  my  part,  I  am  as  curious  as  she,  but 
ashamed  to  ask  questions. 

Perhaps  time  will  discove)*  the  mystery ; 
for  if  it  was  any  thing  that  happened  in  the 
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rooms,  it  can't  be  long  concealed— all  I  know 
is,  that  last  nic^ht,  at  supper,  Miss  Bramble 
spoke  very  disdainfully  of  Sir  Ulic  Mackilli- 

fut,  and  asked  her  brother  if  he  intended  to 
eep  us  sweltering  all  the  summer  at  Bath  ? 
-»**No,  sister  Tabitha,"  said  he,  with  an 
arch  smile,  *'  we  shall  retreat  before  the  dog- 
days  beffin ;  though  I  make  no  doubt,  that, 
with  a  little  temperance  and  discretion,  our 
constitutions  might  be  kept  cool  enough  all 
the  year,  even  at  Bath."  As  I  don't  know 
the  meaning  of  this  insinuation,  I  won't  pre- 
tend to  make  any  remarks  upon  it  at  present : 
hereafter,  perhaps,  I  may  be  able  to  explain 
it  more  to  your  satisfaction — in  the  mean 
time,  I  beg  you  will  be  punctual  in  your  cor- 
respondence, and  continue  to  love  your  ever 
faithful  LYDIA  MELFORD. 

Bath,  May,  6. 


To  Sib  Watkih  Phillips,  Bart,  op  Jmbvb 
College,  Oxon. 

So,  then,  Mrs  Blackberby's  affair  has  pro- 
ved a  false  alarm,  and  I  have  saved  my  mo- 
ney ?  I  wish,  however,  her  declaration  had 
not  been  so  premature  ;  for  though  my  being 
thought  capable  of  making  her  a  mother, 
mi^ht  have  given  me  some  credit,  the  repu- 
tation of  an  intrigue  with  such  a  cracked 
{litcher  does  me  no  honour  at  all.  In  my 
ast,  I  told  you  I  had  hopes  of  seeing  Quin 
in  his  hours  of  elevation  at  the  tavern,  which 
is  the  temple  of  mirth  and  good  fellowship, 
where  he,  as  priest  of  Comus,  utters  the  in- 
spirations of  wit  and  humour — I  have  had 
that  satisfaction.  I  have  dined  with  his  club 
at  the  Three  Tuns,  and  had  the  honour  to 
flit  him  out.  At  half  an  hour  past  eight  in 
the  evening,  he  was  carried  home  with  six 
ffood  bottles  of  claret  under  his  belt ;  and  it 
beinff  then  Friday,  he  ^ve  orders  that  he 
should  not  be  disturbed  till  Sunday  at  noon 
— ^you  must  not  imagine  that  this  dose  had 
any  other  efl^t  upbn  his  conversation,  but 
that  of  making  it  more  extravagantly  enter- 
taining— ^he  had  lost  the  use  of  his  limbs, 
indeed,  several  hours  before  we  parted,  but 
he  retained  all  his  other  faculties  in  perfec- 
tion ;  and  as  he  jfave  vent  to  ever^  whimsical 
idea  as  it  rose,  I  was  really  astonished  at  the 
brilliancy  of  his  thoughts,  and  the  force  of 
his  expression.  Quin  is  a  real  voluptuary 
in  the  articles  of  eating  and  drinking ;  and 
80  confinned  an  epicure,  in  the  common  ac- 
ceptation of  the  term,  that  he  cannot  put  up 
with  ordinary  fare.  This  is  a  point  of  such 
importance  with  him,  that  he  always  takes 
upon  himself  the  charge  of  catering ;  and  a 
man  admitted  to  his  mess  is  always  sure  of 
,  eating  delicate  victuals,  and  drinking  excel- 
lent wine — he  owns  himself  addicted  to  the 
delights  of  the  stomach,  and  often  jokes  upon 
his  own  sensuality ;  But  there  is  nothing  self- 
ish in  this  appetite — he  finds  that  good  cheer 
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unites  good  company ;  exhilarates  the  spirits, 
opens  the  heart,  banishes  all  restraint  from 
conversation,  and  promotes  the  happiest  pur* 
poses  of  social  life.  But  Mr  James  Qum  is 
not  a  subject  to  be  discussed  in  the  compass 
of  one  letter;  I  shall,  therefore,  at  present, 
leave  him  to  his  repose,  and  call  in  another 
of  a  very  different  complexion.  «,. 

You  desire  to  have  further  acuuaintanoeN 
with  the  person  of  our  aunt,  ana  promise 
yourself  much  entertainment  from  her  con- 
nection with  Sir  Ulic  Mackilligut;  but  in 
this  hope  you  are  baulked  already ;  that  con. 
nection  is  dissolved.    The  Irish  baronet  is 
an  old  hound,  that,  finding  her  curion,  has 
quitted  the  scent.    I  have  already  told  you, 
that  Mrs  Tabitha  Bramble  is  a  maiden  of 
forty-five.    In  her  person,  she  is  tall,  raw- 
boned,  awkward,  flat-chested,  and  stooping ; 
her  complexion  is  sallow  and  freckled ;  her 
eyes  are  not  grey,  but  greenish,  like  those 
of  a  cat,  and  generally  inflamed ;  her  hair  is 
of  a  sandy,  or  rather  dusty  hue ;  her  fore- 
head  low ;  her  nose  long,  sharp,  and,  towards 
the  extremity,  always  red  in  cool  weather ; 
her  lips  skinny,  her  mouth  extensive,  her 
teeth  straggling  and  loose,  of  various  colours 
and  conformation ;  and  her  long  neck  shriv- 
elled into  a  thousand  wrinkles — ^in  her  tem- 
per, she  is  proud,  stiff,  vain,  imperious,  pir-    / 
ingf,  malicious,  greedy,  and  uncharitable.    In  \ 
all  likelihood,  her  natural  austerity  has  been  ' 
soured  by  disappointment  in  love ;  for  her 
lon^  celibacy  is  by  no  means  owing  to  her  '\ 
dishke  of  matrimony :  on  the  contrary,  she    \ 
has  left  no  stone  unturned,  to  avoid  the  re- 
proachful epithet  of  old  maid.  -^ 

Before  I  was  bom,  she  had  gone  such 
lengths  in  the  way  of  flirting  with  a  recruit* 
ing  officer,  that  her  reputation  was  a  little 
singed.  She  afterwards  made  advances  to 
the  curate  of  the  parish,  who  dropped  some 
distant  hints  about  the  next  presentation  to  -^ 
the  living,  which  was  in  her  brother's  gift ; 
but  finding  that  it  was  already  promised  to 
another,  he  flew  off  at  a  tangent ;  and  Mrs 
Tabby,  in  revenge,  found  means  to  deprive 
him  of  his  cure.  Her  next  lover  was  a  lieu- 
tenant of  a  man  of  war,  a  relation  of  the 
family,  who  did  not  understand  the  refine- 
ments of  the  passion,  and  expresfed  no 
aversion  to  grapple  with  cousin  Tabby  in 
the  way  of  marriage;  but  before  matters  ^ 
could  be  properly  actuated,  he  went  out  on  a 
cruise,  and  was  killed  in  an  engagement  with 
a  French  frigate.  Our  aunt,  though  bafiled 
so  often,  did  not  yet  despai^— she  laid  all 
her  snares  for  Dr  Lewie,  who  is  the  JiduB 
Achates  of  my  uncle.  She  even  fell  sick 
upon  the  occasion,  and  prevailed  with  Matt 
to  interpose  in  her  behalf  with  his  friend ; 
but  the  doctor  being  a  shy  cock,  would  not 
be  caught  with  chiJr,  and  flatly  rejected  the 
proposal ;  so  that  Mrs  Tabitha  was  content 
to  exert  her  patience  once  more,  after  hav- 
ing endeavoured  in  vain  to  effect  a  raptnx^ 
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betwixt  the  two  Mends ;  and  now  she  thinks 
proper  to  be  very  civil  to  Lewis,  who  is  be- 
come necessary  to  her  in  the  way  of  his  pro- 
fession. 

These,  however,  are  not  the  only  efforts 
she  has  made  towards  a  nearer  conjunction 
with  our  sex.  Her  fortune  was  originally 
no  more  than  a  thousand  pounds;  but  she 

Sained  an  accession  of  five  hundred,  bv  the 
eath  of  a  sister,  and  the  lieutenant  left  her 
three  hundred  in  his  will.  These  sums  she 
has  more  than  doubled,  by  living,  finee  of  all 
expense,  in  her  brother's  house,  and  dealing 
in  cheese  and  Welsh  flannel,  the  produce  of 
his  flocks  and  dairy.  At  present,  her  capital 
IS  increased  to  about  four  thousand  pounds, 
and  her  avarice  seems  to  grow  every  day 
more  and  more  rapacious ;  but  even  tbis  is 
not  so  intolerable  as  the  perverseness  of  her 
nature,  which  keeps  the  whole  fitmily  in  dis- 
quiet and  uproar.  She  is  one  of  those  geni- 
uses who  find  some  diabolical  enjoyment  in 
being  dreaded  and  detested  by  their  fellow- 
creatures. 

I  once  told  my  uncle,  I  was  surprised 
that  a  man  of  his  disposition  oouid  bear 
such  a  domestic  plague,  when  it  could  be 
so  easily  removed^tne  remark  made  him 
•ore,  because  it  seemed  to  tax  him  with  want 
of  resolution-^wrinkling  up  his  nose,  and 
drawing  down  his  eye-orows, — "A  young 
fellow,"  said  he,  *'  when  he  first  thrusts  his 
snout  into  the  world,  is  apt  to  be  surprised 
at  many  things  which  a  man  of  experience 
knows  to  be  ordinary  and  unavoidable— this 
precious  aunt  of  yours  is  become  insensibly 
a  part  of  my  constitution— damn  her,  she*s 
a  noli  me  tangere  in  my  flesh,  which  I  can- 
not bear  to  to  touched  or  tampered  with." 
I  made  no  reply,  but  shifted  the  conversation. 
He  really  has  an  affection  for  this  original, 
which  maintains  its  ground  in  defiance  of 
common  sense,  and  in  despite  of  that  con- 
tempt which  he  must  certainly  feel  for  her 
character  and  understanding.  Nay,  I  am 
convinced,  that  she  has  likewise  a  most  vio- 
lent attachment  to  his  person;  though  her 
love  never  shows  itself  but  in  the  shape  of 
discontent ;  and  she  persists  in  tormenting 
him  out  of  sheer  tenderness.  The  only  ol^ 
ject  within  doors  upon  which  she  bestows 
any  marks  of  affection,  in  the  usual  style,  is 
her  dog  Chowder,  a  filthy  cur  from  New- 
foundland, which  she  had  in  a  present  from 
the  wife  of  a  skipper  in  Swansea.  One 
would  imagine  she  had  distinguished  tbis 
beast  with  her  favour  on  account  of  his  ugli- 
less  and  ill-nature ;  if  it  was  not,  indeed,  an 
instinctive  sympathy  between  his  disposition 
and  her  own.  Certain  it  is,  she  caresses 
him  without  ceasing,  and  even  harasses  theV 
family  in  the  service  of  this  cursed  animal,^ 
which,  indeed,  has  proved  the  proximal^ 
cause  of  her  breach  with  Sir  Ulic  Mackil- 
ligut. 
You  must  know,  she  yesterday  wanted  to 


steal  a  march  of  poor  Liddy,  and  went  to 
breakfast  in  the  room,  without  any  other 
companion  than  her  dog,  in  expectation  of 
meeting  with  the  baronet,  who  had  agreed  to 
dance  with  her  in  the  evenin£[.  Chowder 
no  sooner  made  his  appearance  in  the  room, 
than  the  master  of  the  ceremonies,  incensed 
at  his  presumption,  ran  up  to  drive  him  away, 
and  threatened  him  with  his  foot ;  but  the 
other  seemed  to  despise  bis  authority,  and, 
displaying  a  formidable  case  of  long,  white, 
sharp  teeth,  kept  the  puny  monarch  at  bay,— 
while  he  stood  under  some  trepidation,  front- 
ing his  antagonist,  and  bawline  to  the  waiter. 
Sir  Ulic  Mackilligut  came  to  his  assistance ; 
and,  seeming  ignorant  of  the  connection  be- 
tween this  intruder  and  his  mistress,  gave 
the  former  such  a  kick  in  the  jaws,  as  sent 
him  howling  to  the  door.  Mrs  Tabitha,  in- 
censed at  this  outrage,  ran  after  him,  squalling 
in  a  tone  equally  disagreeable;  while  the 
baronet 'followed  her  on  one  side,  making 
apologies  for  his  mistake,  and  Derrick  on 
the  other,  making  remonstrances  upon  the 
rules  and  regulations  of  the  place. 

Far  from  ^ein^  satisfied  with  the  knight's 
excuses,  she  said  she  was  sure  he  was  no 
gentleman ;  and  when  the  master  of  the  cere- 
monies offered  to  hand  her  into  the  chair, 
she  rapped  him  over  the  knuckles  with  her 
fan.  My  uncle's  footman  being  still  at  the 
door,  she  and  Chowder  got  into  the  same 
vehicle,  and  were  carried  off  amidst  the  iokes 
of  the  chairmen  and  other  populace.  I  had 
been  riding  out  on  Clarkendown,  and  hap- 
pened to  enter  just  as  the  fracas  was  over. 
The  baronet,  coming  up  to  me  with  an 
affected  air  of  chagrin,  recounted  the  adven- 
ture ;  at  which  I  laughed  heartily,  and  then  his 
countenance  cleared  up.  *'  My  dear  soul,-' 
said  he,  **  when  I  saw  a  sort  of*^  a  wild  baist, 
snarling  with  open  mouth  at  the  master  of 
the  ceremonies,  like  the  red  cow  ffoirg  to 
devour  Tom  Thumb,  I  could  not  do  less  than 
go  to  the  assistance  of  tite  little  man ;  but  I 
never  dreamt  the  baist  was  one  of  Mrs  Bram- 
ble's attendants— O !  if  T  had,  he  might  have 
made  his  breakfast  upon  Derrick,  and  wel- 
come ;  but,  you  know,  my  dear  friend,  how 
natural  it  is  for  us  Irishmen  to  blunder,  and 
to  take  the  wrong  sow  by  the  ear — however, 
I  will  confess  judgment,  and  cry  her  mercy ; 
and,  'tis  to  be  hoped,  a  penitent  sinner  may 
be  forgiven."  I  told  him,  that  as  the  offence 
was  not  voluntary  on  his  side,  it  was  to  be 
hoped  he  would  not  find  her  implacable. 

But,  in  truth,  all  this  concern  was  disseiji- 
bled.  In  his  approaches  of  gallantij  to  Mrs 
Tabitha,  he  had  been  misled  ny  a  mistake  of 
at  least  six  thousand  pounds  in  the  calcula- 
tion of  her  fortune ;  and  in  this  particular  he 
was  just  undeceived.  He  therefore  seized 
the  first  opportunity  of  incurring  her  dis- 
pleasure decently,  in  such  a  manner  as  would 
certainly  annihilate  the  correspondence :  and 
he  could  not  have  taken  a  more  effectual 
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method  than  that  of  beating  her  dog.  When 
he  presented  himself  at  our  door,  to  pay  his 
respects  to  the  offended  fair,  he  was  renised 
admittance,  and  ^ven  to  understand,  that  he 
should  never  find  her  at  home  for  the  future. 
She  was  not  so  inaccessible  to  Derrick,  who 
came  to  demand  satisfaction  for  the  insult 
she  had  offered  to  him,  even  in  the  verge  of 
bis  own  court.  She  knew  it  was  convenient 
to  be  well  with  the  master  of  the  ceremonies, 
while  she  continued  to  frequent  the  rooms ; 
and,  havinff  heard  that  he  was  a  poet,  began 
to  be  afraid  of  making  her  appearance  in  a 
ballad  or  lampoon.  She  therefore  made  ex- 
cuses for  what  she  had  done,  imputing  it  to 
the  flutter  of  her  spirits,  and  subscribed  hand- 
somely for  his  poems ;  so  that  he  was  per- 
fectly appeased,  and  overwhelmed  her  with 
a  profusion  of  compliment.  He  even  soli- 
'  cited  a  reconciliation  with  Chowder,  which, 
however,  the  latter  declined ;  and  he  declared, 
that  if  he  could  find  a  precedent  in  the  annals 
of  Bath,  which  he  would  carefully  examine 
for  that  purpose,  her  favourite  should  be 
admitted  to  the  next  public  breakfasting. 
But,  I  believe,  she  will  not  expose  herself  or 
him  to  the  risk  of  a  second  dis^ce.  Who 
win  supply  the  place  .of  Mackmigut  in  her 
afiections,  I  cannot  foresee ;  but  nothing  in 
the  shape  of  a  man  can  come  amiss.  Though 
she  is  a  violent  churchwoman,  of  the  most 
intolerant  zeal,  I  believe  in  my  conscience 
she  would  have  no  objection,  at  present,  to 
treat  on  the  score  of  matrimony  with  an 
anabaptist,  quaker,  or  Jew ;  and  even  ratify 
the  treaty  at  the  expense  of  her  own  con- 
science. But,  perhaps,  I  think  too  hardly 
of  this  kinswoman,  who,  I  must  own,  is  very 
tittle  beholden  to  the  good  opinion  of  yours, 

J.  MCLFORD. 
Bath,  May  6. 

To  De  Lbwis. 

You  ask  me,  why  I  don*t  take  the  air 
a-horseback,  during  this  fine  weather?  In 
.  which  of  the  avenues  of  this  paradise  would 
you  have  me  take  that  exercise?  Shall  I 
commit  myself  to  the  high  roads  of  London 
or  Bristol,  to  be  stifled  with  dust,  or  pressed 
to  death  in  the  midst  of  post-chaises,  flying 
machines,  wagons,  and  coal-horses ;  besides 
the  troops  of  fine  gentlemen  that  take  to  the 
highway,  to  show  their  horsemanship ;  and 
the  coaches  of  fine  ladies,  who  go  thither  to 
show  their  equipages  ?  Shall  I  attempt  the 
downs,  and  fatigue  myself  to  death  in  climb- 
ing up  an  eternal  ascent,  without  any  hopes 
of  reaching  the  summit?  Enow,  then,  I 
have  made  various  desperate  leaps  at  those 
upper  regions ;  but  a.]  ways  fell  backward  intd 
this  vapour-pit,  exhausted  and  dispirited  by 
those  inefi*ectual  efforts ;  and  here  we  poor 
▼aletadinariana  pant  and  struggle  like  so 
many  Chinese  gudgeons,  gasping  in  the  bot- 


tom of  a  punch-bowl.  By  heaven,  it  is  a 
kind  of  enchantment !  If  I  do  not  speedily 
break  the  spell,  and  escape,  I  may  chance  to 
give  up  the  ghost  in  this  nauseous  stew  of 
corruption.  It  was  but  two  nights  ago  that 
I  had  like  to  have  made  my  public  exit,  at 
a  minute's  warning.  One  of  my  greatest 
weaknesses  is  that  of  suflering  myself  to  be 
over-ruled  by  the  opinion  of  people  whose 
judgment  I  despise.  I  own,  with  shame 
and  confusion  of  face,  that  importunity  of 
any  kind  I  cannot  resist.  This  want  of 
courage  and  constancy  is  an  original  flaw  in 
my  nature,  which  you  must  have  often  ob* 
served  with  compassion,  if  not  with  contempt. 
I  am  afraid  some  of  our  boasted  virtues  may 
be  traced  up  to  this  defect. 

Without  further  preamble,  I  was  persuaded 
to  go  to  a  ball,  on  purpose  to  see  Liddy 
dance  a  minuet  with  a  young  petulant  jack- 
anapes, the  only  son  of  a  wealthy  undertaker 
from  London,  whose  mother  lodges  in  our 
neighbourhood,  and  has  contracted  an  ac- 
quaintance with  Tabby.  I  sat  a  couple  of 
long  houra,  half-stifled,  in  the  midst  of  a 
noisome  crowd,  and  could  not  help  wonder- 
ing, that  so  many  hundreds  of  those  that 
rank  as  rational  creatures,  could  find  enter- 
tainment  in  seeing  a  succession  of  insipid 
animals  describing  the  same  dull  figure  fi>r  a 
whole  evening,  on  an  area  not  much  bigger 
than  a  tailor's  shop-board.  If  there  had  been 
any  beauty,  grace,  activity,  magnificent  dress, 
or  variety,  of  any  kind,  however  absurd,  to 
engage  the  attention  and  amuse  the  fancy, 
I  should  not  have  been  surprised ;  but  there 
was  no  such  object — it  was  a  tiresome  repe- 
tition of  the  same  languid  frivolous  scene, 
performed  by  actora  that  seemed  to  sleep  in 
all  their  motions.  The  continual  swimming 
of  those  phantoms  before  my  e^es*  gave  me 
a  swimmmg  of  the  head,  which  was  also 
afiected  by  the  fouled  air,  circulating  through 
such  a  number  of  rotten  human  bellows— I 
therefore  retreated  towards  the  door,  and 
stood  in  the  passage  to  the  next  room,  talk- 
ing to  my  friend  Quin ;  when,  an  end  beinf 
put  to  the  minuets,  the  benches  were  removed 
to  make  way  for  the  country-dances,  and  the 
multitude  rising  at  once,  the  whole  atmos- 
phere was  put  m  commotion.  Then,  all  of 
a  sudden,  came  rushing  upon  me  an  Egyp- 
tian gale,  so  impregnated  with  pestilential 
vapours,  that  my  nerves  were  overpowered, 
and  I  dropt  senseless  upon  the  floor. 

You  may  easily  conceive  what  a  clamoor 
and  confusion  this  accident  must  have  pro- 
duced in  such  an  assembly.  I  soon  recover, 
ed,  however,  and  found  myself  in  an  easy 
chair,  supported  by  my  own  people.  Sister 
Tabby,  in  her  great  tenderness,  had  put  me 
to  the  torture,  squeezing  my  head  under  her 
arm,  and  stufling  my  nose  with  spirits  of 
hartshorn,  till  the  whole  inside  was  excoria- 
ted. I  no  sooner  got  home  than  I  sent  for 
Dr  Ch       ,  who  aMored  me  I  needed  not 
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be  alarmed,  for  my  swooning  was  entirely 
occasioned  by  an  accidental  impression  of 
fotid  effluvia  upon  nerves  of  uncommon  sen- 
sibility. I  know  not  how  other  people's 
nerves  are  constructed ;  but  one  would  itta* 
gine  they  must  be  made  of  very  coarse  ma* 
terials,  to  stand  the  shock  of  such  a  horrid 
assault. 

It  was,  indeed,  a  compound  of  viUmnout 
gmeUst  in  which  the  most  violent  stinks  and 
the  most  powerful  perfumes  contended  for  the 
mastery.  Imagine  to  yourself  a  high  exalted 
essence  of  mingled  oaours,  arising  from  pu- 
trid gums,  imposthumated  lungs,  sour  flatulen- 
ces, rank  armpits,  sweating  feet,  ninninff  sores 
and  issues ;  plasters,  ointments  and  emoroca. 
tions.  Hungary  water,  spirit  of  lavender,  assa- 
fcstida  drops,  musk,  hartshorn  and  sal  volatile ; 
besides  a  thousand  frowzy  steams  which  I 
could  not  analyze.  Such,  O  Dick !  is  the  fra- 

Sunt  ether  we  breathe  in  the  polite  assem- 
ies  of  Bath — such  is  the  atmosphere  I  have 
exchanged  for  the  pure,  elastic,  animating 
air  of  the  Welsh  mountains^-O  Rub!  qiuau 
do  te  asoiciam  !    I  wonder  what  the  devil 

Eossessed  me— hut  few  words  are  best:  I 
ave  taken  my  resolution — ^yon  may  well 
suppose  I  don't  intend  to  entertain  the  com- 
pany with  a  second  exhibition.  I  have  prom- 
ised, in  an  evil  hour,  to  proceed  to  London, 
and  that  promise  shall  be  performed ;  but  my 
stay  in  the  metropolis  shall  be  brief.  I  have, 
for  the  benefit  of  my  health,  projected  an 
expedition  to  the  north,  which,  I  nope,  will 
afford  some  agreeable  pastime.  I  have 
never  travelled  farther  that  way  than  Scar- 
borough :  and,  I  think  it  is  a  reproach  upon 
me  as  a  British  freeholder,  to  have  lived  so 
long  without  making  an  excursion  to  the 
c^er  side  of  the  Tweed.  Besides,  I  have 
some  relations  settled  in  Yorkshire,  to  whom 
it  may  not  be  improper  to  introduce  my 
nephew  and  his  sister.  At  present  I  have 
nothing  to  add,  but  that  Tabby  is  happily 
disentimgled  fh>m  the  Irish  baronet;  and 
that  I  wul  not  fail  to  make  you  acquainted 
(from  time  to  time)  with  the  sequel  of  our 
adventures ;  a  mark  of  consideration  which, 
perhaps,  you  would  willingly  dispense  with 
m  your  humble  servant, 

MATT.  BRAMBLE. 
Bathf  May  8. 


To  Sir  Watkin  Phillips,  Bart,  or  Jssus 

COLLKOI,  OxoK. 

Dear  Phillips,*— A  few  days  ago  we 
were  terriblv  alarmed  by  my  uncle's  fainting 
at  a  ball — he  has  been  ever  since  cursing 
his  own  folly  for  going  thither  at  the  request 
of  an  impertinent  woman.  He  declares  he 
will  sooner  visit  a  house  infected  with  the 
plague,  than  trust  himself  in  such  a  nauseous 
spittal  for  the  future :  for  he  swears  the  ac- 
cident was  occasioned  by  the  stench  of  the 


crowd ;  and  that  he  would  never  desire  a 
stronger  proof  of  our  being  made  of  very 
rross  materials,  than  our  luiving  withstood 
Uie  annoyance  by  which  he  was  so  much  dis- 
composed. For  my  own  part,  I  am  very 
thankful  for  the  coarseness  of  my  oigans, 
being  in  no  danger  of  ever  fidling  a  sacrifice 
to  tTO  delicacy  of  my  nose.  Mr  Bramble  is 
extravagantly  delicate  in  ell  his  aensations, 
both  of  soul  and  body.  I  was  informed  by 
Dr  Lewis,  that  he  once  fought  a  duel  with 
an  officer  of  the  horse-guards,  for  turning 
aside  to  the  Park  wall  on  a  necessaiy  occa- 
sion, when  he  was  passing  with  a  laify  under 
his  protection.  His  blood  rises  at  every  in* 
stance  of  insolence  and  cruelty,  even  where 
he  himself  is  no  way  concerned ;  and  ingnu 
titude  makes  his  teeth  chatter.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  recital  of  a  generous,  humane,  or 
grateful  action,  never  nils  to  draw  from  him- 
teais  of  approbation,  which  he  is  often  great- 
ly distressed  to  conceal. 

Yesterday,  one  Paunceford  gave  tea  on 
particular  invitation.  This  man,  after  hav- 
ing been  long  buffeted  by  adversity,  went 
abroad;  and  Fortune,  resolving  to  make 
him  amends  for  her  former  coyness,  set  him 
all  at  once  up  to  the  verv  ears  in  affluence. 
He  has  ^ow  emerged  from  obscurity,  and 
blazes  out  in  all  the  tinsel  of  the  times.  I 
don't  find  that  he  is  charged  with  any  prac- 
tices that  the  law  deems  dishonest,  or  that 
his  wealth  has  made  him  arrogant  or  inac- 
cessible; on  the  contrary,  he  takes  great 
pains  to  appear  affable  and  gracious.  But, 
they  say,  he  is  remarkable  for  shrinking  from 
his  former  friendships,  which  were  generally 
too  plain  and  homespun  to  appear  amidst 
his  present  brilliant  connections ;  and  that  be 
seems  uneasy  at  sight  of  some  old  benefac- 
tors, whom  a  man  of  honour  would  take 
pleasure  to  acknowledge.  Be  that  as  it  may, 
he  had  so  effectually  engaged  the  company 
at  Bath,  that,  when  I  went  with  my  uncle  to 
the  coffee-house  in  the  evening,  there  was 
not  a  soul  in  the  room  but  one  person,  seem- 
ingly in  yeare,  who  sat  by  the  fire  reading 
one  of  the  papers.  Mr  Bramble,  taking  his  , 
station  close  by  him, — **  There  is  such  a 
crowd  and  conmsion  of  chain  in  the  passage 
to  Simpson's"  said  be,  **  that  we  could  hara- 
ly  get  along.  I  wish  those  minions  of  for- 
tune would  fall  upon  more  laudable  ways  of 
spending  their  money.  I  suppose,  sir,  you 
like  this  kind  of  entertainment  as  little  as  I 
do  1"  *'  I  can't  say  I  have  any  great  relish 
for  such  entertainments,"  answered  the  oth- 
er, without  taking  his  eyes  off  the  paper. 
**  Mr  Serle,"  resumed  my  uncle,  **  I  beg  par- 
don for  interrupting  you ;  but  I  can't  tesist 
the  curiosity  I  nave  to  know  if  you  received 
a  card  on  this  occasion  ?" 

The  man  seemed  surprised  at  this  address, 
and  made  some  pause,  as  doubtful  what  an- 
swer he  should  make.  **  I  know  my  carios- 
ity is  impertinent,"  added  my  ancWf  **  but 
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I  haTe  a  particalar  reaeon  for  asking  the  fa- 
vour." •*  If  that  be  the  caae,"  replied  Mr 
Serle,  '*  I  shall  gratify  yoa  without  hesitation 
by  owning  that  I  have  had  no  card.  But, 
give  me  leave,  sir,  to  ask  in  my  turn,  what 
reason  you  think  I  have  to  expect  such  an 
invitation  firom  the  gentleman  who  gives 
tea  ?"  *'  I  have  my  own  reasons,"  cried  Mr 
Bramble,  with  some  emotion,  *'  and  am  con- 
vinced more  than  ever,  that  this  Paunceford 
is  a  contemptible  fellow."  *'  Sir,"  said  the 
other,  laying  down  the  paper,  **  I  have  not  the 
honour  to  know  you  ;  but  your  discourse  is  a 
little  mysterious,  and  seems  to  require  some 
explanation.  The  person  you  are  pleased  to 
treat  so  cavalierly  is  a  person  of  some  con- 
sequence in  the  community :  and,  for  auffht 
you  know,  I  may  also  have  my  particular 
reasons  for  defending  his  character — ^*  **  If 
I  was  not  convinced  of  the  contrary,"  ob- 
served the  other,  **  I  should  not  have  ffone 
so  far — ^'  *•  Let  me  tell  you,  sir,"  saiiT  the 
stranger,  raising  his  voice,  *'  you  have  gone 
too  far  in  hazarding  such  reflections " 

Here  he  was  interrupted  by  my  uncle,  who 
asked  peevishly,  if  he  was  Don  Quixote 
enough  at  this  time  of  day,  to  throw  down 
his  gauntlet  as  champion  for  a  man  who  had 
treated  him  with  such  ungrateful 'neglect. 
'*For  my  own  part,"  added  he,  "I  shall 
never  quarrel  with  you  again  upon  this  sub- 
ject; and  what  I  have  said  now  has  been 
suggested  as  much  bv  my  regard  for  you,  as 
by  my  contempt  of  him."  Mr  Serle,  pull- 
ing  otfhis  spectacles,  eyed  uncle  very  earnest- 
ly, saying  in  a  mitigated  tone,  **  surely  I  am 
much  obliged — ah,  Mr  Bramble,  I  now  recol- 
lect  your  features,  though  I  have  not  seen  you 
these  many  yeara."  **  We  might  have  been 
less  strangers  to  one  another,"  answered 
the  squire, "  if  our  intercoureehad  not  been  in- 
terrupted  in  consequence  of  a  misunderatand- 
ing  occasioned  by  this  very— 4)ut,  no  matter. 
Mr  Serle,  I  esteem  your  character ;  and  my 
friendship,  such  as  it  is,  you  may  freely  com- 
mand."  **  The  offer  is  too  agreeable  to  be 
declined,"  said  he  ;  "I  embrace  it  very  cor- 
dially ;  and,  as  the  first  fruits  of  it,  request 
that  yon  will  change  this  subject,  which, 
with  me,  is  a  matter  of  peculiar  delicacy." 

My  uncle  owned  he  was  right,  and  the 
discourse  took  a  more  genend  turn.  Mr 
Serle  passed  the  evening  with  us  at  our 
lodgings;  and  appeared  to  be  intelli^nt, 
and  even  entertaining,  but  his  disposition 
was  rather  of  a  melancholy  hue.  My  uncle 
says  he  is  a  man  of  uncommon  parts 
and  unquestioned  probity:  that  his  for- 
tune, which  was  originally  small,  has  been 
greatly  hurt  by  a  romantic  spirit  of  gene- 
rosity, which  he  has  often  displayed,  even  at 
the  expense  of  his  discretion,  in  favour  of 
worthless  individuals :  that  he  had  rescued 
Paunceford  firom  the  lowest  distress,  when 
he  was  a  bankrupt,  both  in  means  and  repu- 
tation: that  he  had  eapoused  his  intereata 


with  a  degree  of  enthusiasm,  broke  with 
several  friends,  and  even  drawn  his  sword 
against  my  uncle,  who  bad  particular  rea- 
sons for  questioning  the  moral  character  of 
the  said  Paunceford:  that,  without  Serle's 
countenance  and  assistance,  the  other  never 
could  have  embraced  the  opportunity  which 
has  raised  him  to  this  pinnacle  of  wealth : 
that  Paunceford,  in  the  firat  transports  of 
his  success,  had  written,  from  abroaa,  lettera 
to  different  correspondents,  owning  his  obli- 
gations to  Mr  Serle,  in  the  warmest  terms  of 
acknowledgement,  and  declaring  he  consider- 
ed himself  only  as  a  factor  for  the  occasions* 
of  his  best  friend :  that,  without  doubt,  he 
had  made  declarations  of  the  same  nature  to 
his  benefactor  himself,  though  this  last  was 
always  silent  and  reserved  on  the  subject ; 
but,  for  some  yean,  those  tropes  and  figures 
of  rhetoric  had  been  disused :  that  upon  his 
return  to  England,  he  had  been  lavish  in  his 
caresses  to  Mr  Serle,  invited  him  to  his 
house,  and  pressed  him  to  make  it  his  own  : 
that  he  had  overwhelmed  him  with  general 
professions,  and  affected  to  express  the 
warmest  regard  for  him,  in  company  of  their 
common  acquaintance ;  so  that  every  body 
believed  his  gratitude  was  as  liberal  as  his 
fortune ;  and  some  went  so  far  as  to  con- 
gratulate Mr  Serle  on  both. 

All  this  time  Paunceford  carefully  and  art- 
fully  avoided  particular  discussions  with  his 
old  patron,  who  had  too  much  spirit  to  drop 
the  most  distant  hint  of  balancing  the  account 
of  obligation  :  that,  nevertheless,  a  man  of 
his  feelings  could  not  but  resent  this  shock- 
ing return  for  all  his  kindness ;  and,  there- 
fore, he  withdrew  himself  from  the  connec- 
tion, without  coifking  to  the  least  explana- 
tion, or  speaking  a  syllable  on  the  subject  to 
any  living  soul ;  so  that  now  their  corres- 
pondence  is  reduced  to  a  slight  salute  with 
the  hat,  when  they  chance  to  meet  in  any 
public  place  {  an  accident  that  rarely  hap- 
pens, for  their  walks  lie  different  ways.  Mr 
Paunceford  lives  in  a  palace,  feeds  upon 
dainties,  is  arrayed  in  sumptuous  apparel, 
appears  in  all  the  pomp  of  equipage,  and 
passes  his  time  among  the  nobles  of  the 
land.  Serle  lodges  in  Stall-street,  up  two 
pair  of  staira  backwards,  walks  a-foot  in  a 
Bath  rug,  eats  for  twelve  shillings  a.week, 
and  drinks  water,  as  a  preservative  against 
the  gout  and  gravel.  Mark  the  vicissitude. 
Paunceford  once  resided  in  a  garret ;  where 
he  subsisted  upon  sheeps'  trottere  and  cow- 
heel,  from  which  commons  he  was  translated 
to  the  table  of  Serle,  that  ever  abounded  with 
good  cheer ;  until  want  of  economy  and  re- 
tention reduced  him  to  a  slender  annuity,  in 
his  decline  of  yeare,  that  scarce  affords  the 
bare  necessaries  of  life.  Paunceford,  how- 
ever, does  him  the  honour  to  speak  of  him 
still  with  uncommon  regard  ;  and  to  declare 
what  pleasure  it  would  give  him  to  contri. 
bttte  in  any  shape  to  hia  convenience :  **  But 
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you  know/'  he  never  fkils  to  add,  ^*  he's  a 
shy  kind  of  a  man— «nd  then  such  a  perfect 
philosopher,  that  he  looks  apon  all  superflui- 
ties with  the  most  sovereign  contempt." 

Having  given  you  this  sketch  of  Sq«ire 
Paunceford,  I  need  not  make  any  comment 
on  his  character,  but  leave  it  at  the  mercy 
of  your  own  reflection ;  from  which,  I  dare 
say,  it  will  meet  with  as  little  quarter  as  it 
has  found  with  yours  always, 

J.  MELFORD. 

Bath,  May  10. 


To  Mas  Mabt  Jones,  at  Brambletoh- 

Uall. 

'  Demi  Mollt, — ^We  are  all  upon  the  ving 
*-hey  for  London,  girl ! — Fecks !  we  have 
been  long  enough  here  ;  for  we're  all  turned 
tipsy  turvy — Mistress  has  ezcarded  Sir  Ulic 
for  kicking  of  Chowder ;  and  I  have  sent 
O  Frizzle  away  with  a  flee  in  his  ear — ^I've 
shown  him  how  little  I  minded  his  tinsy  and 
nis  long  tail—- a  fellor,  who  would  think  for 


to  ffo  for  to  ofier  to  take  up  with  a  dirty 
trollop  under  my  nose-^I  ketched  him  in  the 
very  feet,  coming  out  of  the  house-maid*s 
garret — but  I  have  gi'en  the  dirty  slut  a 
siserary.  O  Molly!  the  servants  at  Bath 
are  devils  in  famet — they  lite  the  candle  at 
both  ends.  Here's  nothmg  but  ginketting, 
and  wasting,  and  thieving,  and  tricking,  and 
trigging ;  and  then  they  are  never  content. 
They  won't  suffer  the  squire  and  mistress  to 
stay  any  longer,  because  they  have  been 
already  above  three  weeks  in  the  house,  and 
they  look  for  a  couple  of  ginneys  a-piece  at 
our  going  away;  and  tlni  is  a  parquisite 
they  expect  every  month  in  the  season, 
being  as  how  no  family  has  a  right  to  stay 
longer  than  four  weeks  in  the  same  lodg- 
ings ;  and  so  the  cuck  swears  she  will  pin 
the  dish-clout  to  mistress's  tail,  and  the 
house-maid  vows  she'll  put  cow«itch  in  mas- 
ter's bed,  if  so  be  he  don't  discamp  without 
furder  ado.  I  don't  blame  them  for  making 
the  most  of  their  market,  in  the  way  of  vails 
and  parquisites  ;  and  I  defy  the  devil  to  say 
I  am  a  tail-carrier,  or  ever  brought  »poor  sar- 
▼ant  into  trouble---but  then  they  oft  to  have 
some  conscience,  in  vronging  those  that  be 
sarvants  like  themselves.  For  you  must  no, 
Molly,  I  missed  three-quarters  of  blond-lace, 
and  a  remnant  of  muslin,  and  my  silver  thim- 
ble,  which  was  the  gift  of  true  love ;  they 
were  all  in  my  work-basket,  that  I  left  upon 
the  table  in  the  sarvant's  hall,  when  mis- 
tress's bell  rung ;  but  if  they  had  been  under 
lock  and  kay,  'twould  have  been  all  the 
same,  for  there  are  double  kays  to  all  the 
^'  locks  in  Bath^  and  they  say  as  how  the  very 
teeth  an't  safb  in  your  head,  if  you  sleep 
with  your  mouth  open.  And  so,  says  I  to 
myself,  them  thifufs  could  not  go  unthout 
kmit,  and  §o  Flf  watch  their  watert ;  and 


so  I  did  with  avitness — for  then  it  was  I 
found  Bet  consamed  with  O  Frizzle.  And  as 
the  cuck  had  thrown  her  slush  attne,  because 
I  had  taken  part  with  Chowder,  when  he  fit 
with  the  turnspit,  I  resolved  to  make  a  clear 
kitchen,  and  throw  some  of  her  fat  into  the 
fire.  I  ketched  the  charewoman  going  out 
with  her  load  in  the  morning,  before  she 
thought  I  was  up,  and  brought  her  to  mis- 
tress with  her  whole  cargo—Marry,  what 
do'st  think  she  had  got,  in  the  name  of  God? 
Her  buckets  were  foaming  full  of  our  best 
beer,  and  her  lap  was  stufied  with  a  cold 
tongue,  part  of  a  buttock  of  beefi  half  a 
turkey,  and  a  swinging  lump  of  butter,  and 
the  matter  of  ten  moulded  kandles,  that  had 
scarce  ever  been  lit.  The  cuck  brazened  it 
out,  and  said  it  was  her  rite  to  rummage  the 
pantry,  and  she  was  ready  for  to  go  before 
the  mare;  that  he  had  been  her  potticary 
many  years,  and  would  never  think  of  hurt- 
ing a  poor  sarvant,  for  giving  away  the  scrape 
of  the  kitchen.  I  went  another  way  to  work 
with  Madam  Betty,  because  she  had  been 
saucy,  and  called  me  skandelus  names ;  and 
said  O  Frizzle  could  not  abide  me,  and 
twenty  other  odorous  falsehoods.  I  got  a 
varrant  from  the  mare,  and  her  box  being 
searched  by  the  constable,  my  things  came 
out  sure  enough ;  besides  a  full  pound  of  vax 
candles,  and  a  nite-cap  of  mistress's,  that  I 
could  sware  to  on  my  cruperal  oaf.  O !  then 
Madam  Mopstick  came  upon  her  merry 
bones ;  and  as  the  squire  would'nt  hare  of  a 
pursecution,  she  escaped  a  skewering ;  but 
the  longest  day  she  has  to  live,  she*ll  remem- 
ber your  humble  sarvant, 

WINIFRED  JENKINS. 

Bath,  Mau  15. 

If  the  hina  should  come  a^in  before  we 
begone,  pray  send  me  the  shift  and  apron, 
with  the  vite  gallow  manky  shoes,  which 
you'll  find  in  my  pillober. — Service  to  Saul« 


To  Sn  Watkin  Phillips,  Bast,  of  Jssvs 
College,  Oxoh. 

You  are  in  the  right,  dear  Phillips ;  I  don't 
expect  regular  answers  to  every  letter.  I 
know  a  college  life  is  too  circumscribed  to 
aflTord  materials  for  such  quick  returns  of 
communication.  For  my  part,  I  am  con- 
tinually shifting  the  scene,  and  surrounded 
with  new  objects,  some  of  which  are  striking 
enough.  I  shall,  therefore,  conclude  my 
journal  for  your  amusement ;  and  though,  in 
all  appearance,  it  will  not  treat  of  very  im- 
portant or  interesting  particulars,  it  may 
prove,  perhaps,  not  altogetber  uninstructive 
and  unentertaining. 

The  music  and  entertainments  of  Bath  are 
over  for  this  season ;  and  all  our  gay  birda 
of  passage  have  taken  their  flight  to  Bristol- 
well,  Tunbridge,  Brigfatelmstone,  Scarbo* 
roughi  Hanowgate,  ^.    Not  a  soul  is 
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in  thin  place,  but  a  few  broken*>winded  par- 
sons, waddling  like^so  many  crows  along  the 
North  Parade.  There  is  always  a  great 
show  of  the  clergy  at  Bath ;  none  of  your 
thin,  puny,  yellow,  hectic  figures,  exhausted 
with  abstinence  and  hard  study,  labouring 
under  the  morbi  eruditorum;  but  mat  over- 
grown dignitaries  and  rectors,  with  rubicund 
noses  and  gouty  ankles,  or  broad  bloated 
faces,  dragging  along  great  swag  bellies,  the 
emblems  of  sloth  and  indigestion. 

Now  we  are  upon  the  subject  of  parsons, 
I  must  tell  you  a  ludicrous  adventure,  which 
was  achieved  the  other  day,  by  Tom  Eastgate, 
whom  you  may  remember  on  the  foundation 
of  Queen's.    He  had  been  very  assiduous  to 
pin  himself  upon  George  Prankly,  who  was 
a  gentleman  commoner  of  Christ  Church, 
knowing  the  said  Prankly  was  heir  to  a  con* 
siderable  estate,  and  would  have  the  advow. 
son  of  a  good  living,  the  incumbent  of  which 
was  very  old  and  infirm.    He  studied  his 
passions,  and  flattered  them  so  efiTectually, 
as  to  become  his  companion  and  counsellor ; 
and  at  last  obtained  of  him  a  promise  of  the 
presentation,  when  the  living  should  fall. 
Prankly,  on  his  uncle*s  death,  quitted  Ox- 
ford, and  made  his  first  appearance  in  the 
fashionable  world  at  London,  from  whence 
he  came  lately  to  Bath,  where  he  has  been  ex- 
hibiting himself  among  the  bucks  and  game- 
sters of  the  place.    Eastgate  followed  him 
hither ;  but  he  should  not  have  quitted  him 
for  a  moment,  at  his  first  emerging  into  life. 
He  ought  to  have  known  he  was  a  fiintastic, 
foolish,  fickle  fellow,  who  would  forget  his 
college  attachments  the  moment  they  ceased 
appealing  to  his  senses.    Tom  met  with  a 
cold  reception  from  his  old  friend,  and  was, 
moreover,  informed,  that  he  had  promised 
the  living  to  another  man,  who  had  a  vote 
in  the  county,  where  he  proposed  to  offer 
himself  a  candidate  at  the  next  general  elec- 
tion.   He  now  remembered  nothing  of  East- 
gate,  but  the  freedoms  he  had  us^  to  take 
with  him,  while  Tom  had  quietly  stood  his 
butt,  with  an  eye  to  the  benefice ;  and  those 
freedoms  he  began  to  repeat,  in  common- 
place sarcasm  on  his  person  and  his  cloth, 
which  he  uttered  in  the  public  coffeehouse, 
for  the  entertainment  of  the  company.  But  he 
was  egregiously  mistaken  in  giving  his  own 
wit  credit  for  that  tameness  of  Eastgate,  which 
had  been  entirely  owing  to  prudential  con- 
siderations.   These  being  now  removed,  he 
retorted  his  repartee  with  interest,  and  found 
DO  great  difiiculty  in  turning  the  laugh  upon 
the  aggressor,  who,  losing  his  temper,  called 
him  names,  and  asked,  if  he  knew  whom  he 
talked  to.    After  much  altercation.  Frankly, 
shaking  his  cane,  bid  him  hold  his  ton^e, 
otherwise  he  would  dust  his  cassock  for  mm. 
*'l  have  no  pretensions  to  such  a  valet," 
said  Tom,  "  but  if  you  should  do  me  that 
ofi^ce,  and  overheat  yourself  I  have  here  a 
good  oaken  towel  at  your  Be|vice." 


Prankly  was  equally  incensed  and  con- 
founded at  this  reply.  After  a  moment's 
pause,  he  took  him  aside  towards  the  win- 
dow, and,  pointing  to  the  clump  of  firs  on 
Clerkendown,  asked,  in  a  whisper,  if  he  had 
spirit  enough  to  meet  him  there,  with  a  case 
of  pistols,  at  six  o'clock  to-morrow  mominff. 
Eastgate  answered  in  the  affirmative,  and, 
with  a  steady  countenance,  assured  him,  he 
would  not  fail  to  give  him  the  rendezvous  at 
the  hour  he  mentioned.  So  saying,  he  re- 
tired ;  and  the  challenger  staid  some  time  in 
manifest  agitation.  In  the  morning.  East- 
gate,  who  knew  his  man,  and  had  t&en  his 
resolution,  went  to  Prankly's  lodgings,  and 
roused  him  by  five  o'clock. 

The  squire,  in  all  probability,  cursed  his 
punctuality  in  his  heart,  but  he  afiected  to 
talk  big;  but  having  prepared  his  artilleiy 
over  night,  they  crossed  the  water  at  the  end 
of  the  South  Parade.  In  their  passage  up 
the  hill,  Prankly  often  eyed  the  parson,  in  * 
hopes  of  perceiving  some  reluctance  in  his 
countenance  ;  but  as  no  such  marks  appear- 
ed, he  attempted  to  intimidate  him  by  word 
of  mouth.  "  If  these  flints .  do  their  office," 
said  he,  '*ril  do  thy  business  in  a  few 
minutes.''  '*  I  desire  you  will  do  your  best," 
replied  the  other ;  "  for  my  part,  1  come  not 
here  to  trifle.  Our  lives  are  in  the  hands  of 
God,  and  one  of  us  already  totters  on  the 
brink  of  eternity."  This  remark  seemed  to 
make  some  impression  upon  the  squire,  who 
changed  countenance,  and,  with  a  faltering 
accent,  observed, — "That  it  ill  became  a 
clergyman  to  be  concerned  in  quarrels  and 
bloodshed."  "  Your  insolence  to  me,"  said 
Eastgate,  "I  should  have  bore  with  patience, 
had  not  you  cast^he  most  infamous  reflec- 
tions upon  mj  order,  the  honour  of  which  I 
think  myself  in  duty  bound  to  maintain,  even 
at  the  expense  of  my  heart's  blood;  and 
surely  it  can  be  no  crime  to  put  out  of  the 
world  a  profligate  wretch,  without  any  sense 
of  principle,  morality,  or  religion."  **  Thou 
mayest  take  away  my  life,"  cried  Prankly, 
in  great  perturbation,  **  but  don't  go  to  mur- 
der my  character — what !  hast  got  no  con- 
science 1"  <*My  conscience  is  perfectly 
quiet,"  replied  the  other;  *<and  now,  sir, 
we  are  upon  the  spot :  take  your  ground  as 
near  as  you  please ;  prime  your  pistol ;  and 
the  Lord,  or  his  infinite  mercy,  have  com- 
passion upon  your  miserable  soul !" 

This  ejaculation  he  pronounced  in  a  loud 
solemn  tone,  with  his  hat  ofl^,  and  his  eyes 
lifted  up ;  then  drawing  a  large  horse-pistol, 
he  presented,  and  put  himself  in  a  posture 
of  action.  Prankly  took  his  distance,  and 
endeavoured  to  prime ;  but  his  band  shook 
with  such  violence,  that  he  found  this  opera- 
tion impracticable.  His  anta^nist,  seeing 
how  it  was  with  him,  ofiered  his  assistance, 
and  advanced  for  that  purpose;  when  the 
poor  squire,  exceedingly  alarmed  at  what  he 
had  heard  and  seen,  desired  the  action  might 
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be  deferred  till  next  day,  as  he  had  not  set- 
tled hia  affairs.  **l  ha'nt  made  ray  will," 
said  he ;  *'  my  sisters  are  not  provided  for ; 
and  I  just  now  recollect  an  old  promise, 
which  my  conscience  tells  me  I  ought  to 
perfbrm.  Ill  first  convince  thee  that  I  am 
not  a  vnretch  without  principle,  and  then 
thou  shalt  have  an  opportanity  to  take  my 
life,  which  thou  seemest  to  thirst  after  so 
eagerly." 

Eastgate  understood  the  hint,  and  told 
him,  that  one  day  should  break  no  squares  ; 
adding, — "  God  forbid  that  I  should  be  the 
means  of  hindering  you  firom  acting  the  part 
of  an  honest  man  and  a  dutiful  brother." 
By  virtue  of  this  cessation,  they  returned 
peaceably  together.  Frankly  forthwith  made 
out  the  presentation  of  the  living,  and  de- 
livered it  to  Eastffate;  telling  him,  at  the 
same  time,  he  had  now  settled  his  affairs, 
and  was  readv  to  attend  him  to  the  fir-grove ; 
but  Tom  declared  he  could  not  think  of  lift- 
ing his  hand  against  the  life  of  so  great  a 
benefactor.  He  did  more :  when  they  next 
met  at  the  coffee-house,  he  asked  pardon  of 
Mr  Frankly,  if  in  his  passion  he  bad  said  any 
thing  to  give  him  offence ;  and  the  squire 
was  so  gracious  as  ta  fore^ive  him  with  a 
cordial  shake  of  the  hand,  declaring  that  he 
did  not  like  to  be  at  variance  with  an  old 
college  companion.  Next  day,  however,  he 
left  Bath  abruptly  ;  and  then  Eastgate  told 
me  all  these  particulars,  not  a  little  pleased 
with  the  effects  of  his  own  sagacity,  by 
which  he  has  secured  a  living  worth  £100 
per  annum. 

Of  my  uncle,  I  have  nothing  at  present  to 
say,  but  that  we  set  out  to-morrow  for  Lon- 
don enfamiUe,  He  and  the  ladies,  with  the 
maid  and  Chowder,  in  a  coach ;  I  and  the 
man-servant  a-horseback.  The  particulars 
of  our  iourney  you  shall  have  in  my  next, 
provided  no  accident  happens  to  prevent 
yours,  ever,  J.  MELFORD. 

Bath,  May  17. 


To  DocTOB  Lswia. 

Dear  Dick, — I  shall  to-morrow  set  out 
for  London,  where  I  have  bespoke  lodgings 
at  Mrs  Norton's,  in  Golden  Square.  ^- 
though  I  am  no  admirer  of  Bath,  I  shall 
leave  it  with  regret;  because  I  must  part 
with  some  old  friends,  whom,  in  all  proba- 
bility,  I  shall  never  see  again.  In  the  course 
of  coffee-house  conversation,  I  had  oflen 
heard  very  extraordinary  encomiums  passed 

on  the  performances  of  Mr  T ,  a  gentle- 

man  residing  in  this  place,  who  paints  land- 
scapes for  his  amusement.  As  I  have  no 
great  confidence  in  the  taste  and  judgment 
of  coffee-house  connoisseurs,  and  never 
received  much  pleasure  from  this  branch  of 
the  art,  those  general  praises  made  no  im- 
pression at  all  on  my  curiosity ;  but,  at  the 


request  of  a  particular  friend,  I  went  yester- 
day  to  see  the  pieces  which  had  been  so 
warmly  recommended.  I  must  own  I  ani  no 
judge  of  painting,  though  very  fond  of  pic- 
tures. I  don't  imagine  that  my  senses  would 
play  me  so  &Jse  as  to  betray  me  into  admi- 
ration of  any  thing  that  was  very  bad ;  but* 
true  it  is,  I  have  often  overlooked  capital 
beauties  in  pieces  of  extraordinary  merit. 
If  I  am  not  totally  devoid  of  taste,  however, 
this  young  gentleman  of  Bath  is  the  best 
landscape  painter  now  living :  I  was  struck 
with  his  performances  in  such  a  manner  as 
I  had  never  been  by  painting  before.  His 
trees  not  only  have  a  richness  of  foliage,  and 
warmth  of  colouring,  which  delights  the 
view,  but  also  a  certain  magnificence  in  the 
disposition,  and  spirit  in  the  expression, 
which  I  cannot  describe.  His  management 
of  the  ckiara  mcuto^  or  li^ht  and  shadow, 
especially  gleams  of  sunshme,  is  altogether 
wonderful,  both  in  the  contrivance  and  exe- 
cution ;  and  he  is  so  happy  in  his  perspective, 
and  marking[  his  distances  at  sea,  by  a  pro- 
gressive  series  of  ships,  vessels,  capes  and 

Promontories,  that  I  could  not  help  thinking 
had  a  distant  view  of  thirty  lesfuee  upon 
the  back-ground  of  the  picture.  If  there  is 
any  taste  for  ingenuity  left  in  a  degenerate 
age,  ftst  sinking  into  barbarism,  this  artist,  I 
apprehend,  will  make  a  capital  figure,  as 
soon  as  his  works  are  known. 

Two  days  ago,  I  was  favoured  with  a  visit 
by  Mr  Fitzowen,  who,  with  great  formality, 
solicited  my  vote  and  interest  at  the  eenerel 
election.  I  ought  not  to  have  been  shocked 
at  the  confidence  of  this  man  ;  though  it  waa 
remarkable,  considering  what  had  passed  be- 
tween him  and  me  on  a  former  occasion. 
These  visits  are  mere  matter  of  form,  which 
a  candidate  makes  to  every  elector,  even  to 
those  who,  he  knows,  are  engaged  in  the  in- 
terest of  his  competitor,  lest  he  should  ex- 
pose himself  to  the  imputation  of  pride,  at  a 
time  when  it  is  expected  he  should  appear 
humble.  Indeed,  I  know  nothing  so  abject  o 
as  the  behaviour  of  a  man  canvassing  tat  a  ' 
seat  in  parliament.  This  mean  prostration 
(to  borough  electors  especially)  has,  I  ima- 
gine, contributed  in  a  great  measure  to  raise 
that  spirit  of  insolence,  among  the  vulxjar, 
which,  like  the  devil,  will  be  found  very  diffi- 
cult to  lay.  Be  that  as  it  may,  1  was  in  some 
confusion  at  the  effrontery  of  Fitzowen ;  but 
I  soon  recollected  myself,  and  told  him,  I 
had  not  yet  determined  for  whom  I  should 
ffive  my  vote,  nor  whether  I  should  give  it 
for  any.  The  truth  is,  I  look  upon  both  can- 
didates in  the  same  light ;  and  should  think 
myself  a  traitor  to  the  constitution  of  my 
country,  if  I  voted  for  either.  If  every  elec- 
tor would  bring  the  same  consideration  home 
to  his  conscience,  we  should  not  have  such 
reason  to  exclaim  against  the  venality  of 
parliaments.  But  we  are  all  a  pack  of  venal 
and  corrupted  rascals ;  so  lost  to  all 
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of  honeaty,  and  all  teoderness  of  character, 
that,  in  a  little  time,  I  am  fully  persuaded 
nothing  will  be  infamous  but  ?irtue  and  pub- 
lic spirit. 

G.  H ,  who  is  really  an  enthusiast  in 

patriotism,  and  represented  the  capital  in 
several  successive  parliaments,  declared  to 
me  t'other  day,  witn  the  tears  in  his  eyes, 
that  he  had  lived  above  thirty  years  in  the 
city  of  London,  and  dealt,  in  the  way  of  com- 
merce,  with  all  the  citizens  of  note  in  their 
turns ;  but  that,  as  he  should  answer  to  God, 
he  had  never,  in  the  whole  course  of  his  life, 
found  above  three  or  four  whom  he  could 
call  thoroughly  honest ;  a  declaration  which 
was  rather  mortifying  than  surprising  to  me, 
who  have  found  so  few  men  of  worth  in  the 
course  of  my  acquaintance,  that  they  serve 
only  as  exceptions ;  which,  in  the  gramma- 
rians' phrase,  confiim  and  prove  a  general 

canon.  I  know  you  will  say,  G.  H saw 

imperfectly  through  the  mist  of  prejudice, 
and  I  am  rankled  by  the  spleen.  Perhaps 
you  are  partly  in  the  right ;  for  I  have  per- 
ceived that  my  opinion  of  mankind,  like 
mercury  in  the  thermometer,  rises  and  falls 
according  to  the  variations  of  the  weather. 

Pray  settle  accounts  with  Barnes;  take 
what  money  of  mine  is  in  his  hands,  and 

Eve  him  acquittance.  If  you  think  Davis 
18  stock  or  credit  enough  to  do  justice  to 
the  fiirm,  give  him  a  discharge  for  the  rent 
that  is  due :  this  will  animate  his  industry ; 
for  I  know  that  nothing  is  so  discouraging  to 
a  farmer  as  the  thoughts  of  being  in  arrears 
with  his  landlord.  He  becomes  dispirited, 
and  neglects  his  labour;  and  so  the  farm 
goes  to  wreck.  Tabby  has  been  clamouring 
K)r  some  days  about  the  lamb's  skin,  which 
Williams  the  hind  begged  of  me  when  he 
was  last  at  Bath.  Pritnee  take  it  back,  pay- 
ing the  fellow  tbe  full  value  of  it,  that  I  may 
have  some  peace  in  my  own  house ;  and  let 
him  keep  his  own  counsel,  if  he  means  to 
keep  his  place.  O !  I  shall  never  presume 
to  despise  or  censure  any  poor  man  for  suf- 
fering himself  to  be  henpecked ;  conscious 
how  I  myself  am  obliged  to  truckle  to  a  do- 
mestic demon,  even  though  (blessed  be  God) 
she  is  not  yoked  with  me  for  life  in  the  ma- 

[trimooial  wagon.  She  has  quarrelled  with 
the  servants  of  the  house  about  vails ;  and 
such  intolerable  scoldingr  ensued  on  both 
sides,  that  I  have  been  fkin  to  appease  the 
cook  and  chambermaid  by  stealth.  Can't 
you  find  some  poor  gentleman  of  Wales,  to 
take  this  precious  commodity  off  the  hands 
pf  yours,  M.  BRAMBLE. 

Bath,  May  19. 


To  Dr  Lxwis. 


Doctor  Lsws, — Give  me  leaf  to  tell  you, 
methinks  you  mought  employ  your  talons 
oetter,  than  to  encourage  servants  to  pillage 
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their  masters.  I  find  by  Gwylliam,  that  Vil- 
liams  has  got  my  skin ;  for  which  he  is  an 
impotent  rascal.  He  has  not  only  got  my 
skin,  but,  moreover,  my  buttermilk  to  fatten 
his  pigs ;  and,  I  suppose,  the  next  thing  he 
gets  will  be  my  pad  to  carry  his  daughter  to 
church  and  fair :  Roger  gets  this,  and  Roger 
gets  that ;  but  I'd  have  you  to  know,  I  won't 
be  rogered  at  this  rate  by  any  ragmatical 
fellow  in  the  kingdom.  And  1  am  surprised. 
Doctor  Lews,  you  would  offer  to  put  my 
affairs  in  composition  with  the  refuge  and 
skim  of  the  hearth.  I  have  toiled  and  moyl- 
ed  to  a  good  purpus,  for  the  advantage  of 
Matt's  fiimily,  if  I  can't  safe  as  much  owl  aa 
will  make  me  an  under  petticoat.  As  for 
the  butter-milk,  ne'er  a  pig  in  the  parish  shall 
thrust  his  snout  in  it  with  my  good- will. 
There's  a  famous  physician  at  the  hot-weU, 
that  prescribes  it  to  his  patience,  when  the 
case  is  consumptive;  and  the  Scots  and 
Irish  have  begun  to  drink  it  already;  in  such 
quantities,  that  there  is  not  a  drop  left  for 
the  hogs  in  the  whole  neighbourhood  of  Bris- 
tol, rll  have  our  buttermilk  barrelled  up, 
and  sent  twice  a-week  to  Aberginny,  where 
it  may  be  sold  for  a  half-penny  the  quart :  and 
so  itoger  may  carry^  his  pigs  to  another 
market.  I  hope,  Doctoc,  you  will  not  go  to 
push  any  more  such  phims  in  my  brotner's 
head,  to  the  prejudice  of  my  pockat ;  bat 
rather  give  me  some  raisins  (which  hitherto 
you  have  not  done)  to  subscribe  myself  your 
humble  servant,  TAB.  BRAMBLE. 

Bath,  May  19. 


To  Sir  Watkin  Philups,  Bart,  of  Jssvs 

CoLItEOE,  OxoN. 

Dear  Sir, — Without  waiting  for  year  an- 
swer to  my  last,  I  proceed  to  give  you  an 
account  of  our  journey  to  London,  which  haa 
not  been  wholly  barren  of  adventure.  Tues- 
day last,  the  squire  took  his  place  in  a  hired 
coach-and-four,  accompanied  by  his  sister 
and  mine,  and  Mrs  Tabby's  maid,  Winifred 
Jenkins,  whose  province  it  was  to  support 
Chowder  on  a  cushion  in  her  lap.  I  could 
scarce  refirain  from  laughing  when  I  looked 
into  the  vehicle,  and  saw  that  animal  sitting 
opposite  to  my  uncle,  like  any  other  passen* 
ger.  The  sauire,  ashamed  of  his  situation, 
blushed  to  the  eyes,  and,  calling  to  the 
postilions  to  drive  on,  pulled  the  glass  up  in 
my  &ce.  I,  and  his  servant  John  Thomas, 
attended  them  on  horseback. 

Nothing  worth  mentioning  occurred,  till 
we  arrived  on  the  edge  of  Marlborough 
downs.  There  one  of  the  fore-horses  felly 
in  going  down  hill  at  a  round  trot ;  and  the 
postilion  behind,  endeavouring  to  stop  the 
carriage,  pulled  it  on  one  Biae  into  a  deep 
rut,  where  it  was  fiiirly  overturned.  I  had 
rode  on  about  two  hundred  yards  before; 
but,  hearing  a  loud  scream,  galloped  back. 
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and  dismounted,  to  give  what  assistance  was 
in  my  power.  When  I  looked  into  the 
coacli,  I  could  see  nothing  distinctly,  but  the 
nether  end  of  Jenkins,  who  was  kicking  her 
heels  and  squalling  with  great  vociferation. 
All  of  a  sudden,  my  uncle  thrust  up  his  bare 
fpate,  and  bolted  through  the  window,  as 
nimble  as  a  grasshopper,  having  made  use 
of  poor  Win's  posteriors  as  a  step  to  rise  in 
his  ascent :  the  man  (who  had  likewise  quit- 
ted his  horse)  dragged  this  forlorn  damsel, 
more  dead  than  alive,  through  the  same 
opening.  Then  Mr  Bramble,  pulling  the 
door  on  its  hinges,  with  a  jerk,  laid  hold  on 
Liddy's  arm,  and  brought  her  to  the  light, 
very  much  frighted,  but  little  hurt.  It  fell 
to  my  share  to  deliver  our  aunt  Tabitha,  who 
had  lost  her  cap  in  the  struggle  ;  and,  being 
rather  more  than  half  frantic  with  rage  and 
terror,  was  no  bad  representation  of  one  of 
the  sister  furies  that  guard  the  gates  of  hell. 
She  expressed  no  sort  of  concern  for  her 
brother,  who  ran  about  in  the  cold,  without 
his  periwig,  and  worked  with  the  most  aston- 
ishing agility,  in  helping  to  disentangle  the 
horses  from  the  carriage ;  but  she  cried,  in  a 
tone  of  distraction, — ••  Chowder !  Chowder ! 
my  dear  Chowder !  my  poor  Chowder  is  cer- 
tainly killed !" 

This  was  not  the  case — Chowder,  after 
having  tore  mv  uncle's  leg  in  the  confusion 
of  the  fall,  had  retreated  under  the  seat,  and 
from  thence  the  footman  drew  him  by  the 
neck ;  for  which  good  office  he  bit  his  6ngers 
to  the  bone.  The  fellow,  who  is  naturally 
surly,  was  so  provoked  at  this  assault,  that 
he  saluted  his  ribs  with  a  hearty  kick,  ex- 
claiming,— *'  Damn  the  nasty  son  of  a  b- , 

and  them  he  belongs  to!"  a  benediction 
which  was  by  no  means  lost  upon  the  impla- 
cable virago  his  mistress.  Her  brother,  how- 
ever, prevailed  upon  her  to  retire  into  a 
peasant's  house,  near  the  scene  of  action, 
where  his  head  and  her's  were  covered,  and 
poor  Jenkins  had  a  fit.  Our  next  care  was 
to  apply  some  sticking-plaster  to  the  wound 
in  his  leg,  which  exhibited  the  impression 
of  Chowder's  teeth;  but  he  never  opened 
his  lips  against  the  delinquent.  Mrs  Tabby, 
alarmed  at  this  scene, — *'  You  say  nothing, 
Matt,"  cried  she,  "  but  I  know  your  mind — I 
know  the  spite  you  have  to  that  poor  unfor- 
tunate animal !  I  know  you  intend  to  take 
his  life  away !"  "  You  are  mistaken,  upon 
my  honour ;!'  replied  the  squire,  with  a  sar- 
castic  smile,  *'  I  should  be  incapable  of  har- 
bouring any  such  cruel  design  against  an 
,  object  80  amiable  and  inoffensive,  even  if  he 
had  not  the  happiness  to  be  your  favourite." 

John  Thomas  was  not  so  delicate.  The 
fellow,  whether  really  alarmed  for  his  life,  or 
instigated  by  the  desire  of  revenge,  came  in, 
and  Dluntly  demanded  that  the  dog  should 
be  put  to  death,  on  the  supposition  that,  if 
ever  he  should  run  mad  hereafter,  he,  who 
had  been  bit  by  him,  would  be  infected.    My 


uncle  calmly  argued  upon  the  absurdity  of 
his  opinion,  observing,  that  he  himself  was 
in  the  same  predicament,  and  would  cer- 
tainly take  the  precaution  he  proposed,  if  he 
was  not  sure  he  ran  no  risk  of  infection. 
Nevertheless,  Thomas  continued  obstinate ; 
and,  at  length,  declared,  that  if  the  dog  was 
not  shot  immediately,  he  himself  would  be 
his  executioner.  This  declaration  opened 
the  flood-gates  of  Tabby's  eloquence,  which 
would  have  shamed  the  first-rate  oratress 
of  Billingsgate.  The  footman  retorted  in 
the  same  style;  and  the  squire  dismissed 
him  from  his  service,  after  having  prevented 
me  from  giving  him  a  good  horse-whipping 
for  his  insolence. 

The  coach  beinff  adjusted,  another  diffi- 
culty occurred.  Mrs  Tabitha  absolutely  re- 
fused to  enter  it  again,  unless  another  driver 
could  be  found  to  take  the  place  of  the  pos- 
tilion, who,  she  affirmed,  had  overturned  the 
carriage  from  malice  aforethought.  After 
much  dispute,  the  man  resi|rned  his  place  to 
a  shabby  country  fellow,  who  undertook  to 
so  as  far  as  Marlborough,  where  they  could 
be  better  provided;  and  at  that  place  we 
arrived  about  one  o'clock,  without  farther 
impediment.  Mrs  Bramble,  however,  found 
new  matter  of  offence,  which,  indeed,  she 
had  a  particular  genius  for  extracting  at  wiD 
from  almost  every  incident  in  life.  We  had 
scarce  entered  the  room  at  Marlborough, 
where  we  staid  to  dine,  when  she  exhibited 
a  formal  complaint  against  the  poor  fellow 
who  had  superseded  the  postilion.  She  said 
he  was  such  a  beggarly  rascal,  that  he  had 
ne'er  a  shirt  to  his  back ;  and  had  the  impu- 
dence to  shock  her  sight  by  showing  his 
bare  posteriors,  for  which  act  of  indelicacy  he 
deserved  to  be  set  in  the  stocks.  Mrs  Wini- 
fred Jenkins  confirmed  the  assertion,  with  re- 
spect to  his  nakedness,  observing,  at  the  same 
time,  that  he  had  a  skin  as  fair  as  alabaster. 

"This  is  a  heinous  offence  indeed,"  cried 
my  uncle,  "  let  us  hear  what  the  fellow  has 
to  say  in  bis  own  vindication."  He  was  ac- 
cordingly summoned,  and  made  his  appear- 
ance, which  was  equally  queer  and  pathetic. 
He  seemed  to  be  about  twenty  years  of  a^, 
of  a  middling  size,  with  bandy  legs,  stooping 
shoulders,  high  forehead,  sandy  locks,  pink- 
ing eyes,  flat  nose,  and  long  chin — ^but  his 
complexion  was  of  a  sickly  yellow:  his 
looks  denoted  famine ;  and  the  rags  that  he 
wore  could  hardly  conceal  what  decency  re- 
quires to  be  covered.  My  uncle,  having 
surveyed  him  attentively,  said,  with  an  iron- 
ical expression  in  his  countenance, — **  An't 
you  ashamed,  fellow,  to  ride  postilion  with* 
out  a  shirt  to  cover  your  backside  from  the 
view  of  the  ladies  in  the  coach  1"  ••  Yes,  I 
am,  an'  please  your  noble  honour,"  answered 
the  man,  '*  but  necessity  has  no  law,  as  the 
saying  is — and  more  than  that,  it  was  an 
accident-— my  breeches  cracked  behind  after 
I  had  got  into  the  saddle—"    •*  Yoa*ie  sn 
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impudent  vurlet,"  cried  Mn  Tabby,  "for 
premiming  to  ride  before  persons  of  fashion 
without  a  shirt."  <*  I  am  so,  an'  please  your 
worthy  ladyship/'  said  he,  *'but  Pm  a  poor 
Wiltshire  lad — ^I  ha'n't  a  shirt  in  the  world, 
that  I  can  call  my  own,  nor  a  rag  of  clothes, 
mn'  please  your  ladyship,  but  what  you  see — 
i  have  no  friend  nor  relation  upon  earth  to 
help  me  out — I  have  had  the  fever  and  ague 
these  six  months,  and  spent  all  I  had  in  the 
world  upon  doctors,  and  to  keep  soul  and 
body  together ;  and,  saving  your  ladyship's 
good  presence,  I  ha'n't  broke  bread  these 
rour*and-twenty  hours." 

Mrs  Bramble,  turning  from  him,  said  she 
had  never  seen  such  a  filthy  taterdemalion, 
-and  bid  him  begone ;  observing,  that  he 
would  fill  the  room  full  of  vermin.  Her  bro- 
ther darted  a  siffnificant  glance  at  her,  as  she 
retired  with  Liddy  into  another  apartment ; 
And  then  asked  the  man  if  he  was  known  to 
any  person  in  Marlborough  ?  When  he  an- 
swered that  the  landlord  of  the  inn  had  known 
him  from  his  infancy,  mine  host  was  imme- 
diately called,  and,  being  interrogated  on  the 
SQbject,  declared,  that  the  young  fellow's 
name  was  Humphry  Clinker:  that  he  had 
been  a  love-begotten  babe,  brought  up  in  the 
work-house,  and  put  out  apprentice  by  the 
parish  to  a  count^  blacksmith,  who  died  be- 
ibre  the.boy's  time  was  out :  that  he  had  for 
some  time  worked  under  his  ostler,  as  a 
helper  and  extra- postilion,  till  he  was  taken 
ill  of  the  ague,  which  disabled  him  from  get- 
ting his  bread :  that,  having  sold  or  pawned 
^ery  thing  he  had  in  the  world  for  his  cure 
and  subsistence,  he  became  so  miserable  and 
shabby,  that  he  disgraced  the  stable,  and  was 
dismissed;  but  that  he  never  heard  any 
thing  to  the  prejudice  of  his  character  in 
other  respects.  **  So  that  the  fellow  being 
sick  and  destitute,"  said  my  uncle,  "you 
tamed  him  out  to  die  in  the  streets."  "  I 
pay  the  poor's  rate,"  replied  the  other,  "  and 
i  have  no  right  to  maintain  idle  vagrants, 
either  in  sickness  or  health ;  besides,  such  a 
miserable  object  would  have  brought  a  dis- 
credit upon  my  house." 

"  You  perceive,"  said  the  8C|uire,  turning 
to  me, "  our  landlord  is  a  christian  of  bowels 
*-wbo  shall  presume  to  censure  the  morals 
of  the  age,  when  the  very  publicans  exhibit 
such  examples  of  humanity?— Hark  ye, 
Clinker,  you  are  a  most  notorious  offender 
— ^you  stand  convicted  of  sickness,  hunger, 
wretchedness,  and  want^— but,  as  it  does  not 
belong  to  me  to  punish  criminals,  I  will  only 
take  upon  me  the  task  of  fpving  you  a  word 
of  advice— get  a  shirt  with  afi  convenient 
dispatch,  tliat  your  nakedness  may  not  hence- 
forward g^ve  offence  to  travelling  genUe- 
women,  especially  maidens  in  years." 

So  saying,  he  put  a  guinea  uto  the  hand 
of  the  poor  fellow,  who  stood  staring  at  him 
in  silence,  with  his  mouth  wide  open,  till  the 
kudlord  pushed  him  oat  of  the  room. 


In  the  afternoon,  as  our  aunt  stept  into 
the  coach,  she  observed,  with  some  marks 
of  satisfaction,  that  the  postilion  who  rode 
next  to  her  was  not  a  shabby  wretch  like  the 
ragamuffin  who  had  drove  them  into  Marl- 
borough. Indeed,  the  difference  was  very 
conspicuous :  this  was  a  smart  fellow,  with 
a  narrow  brimmed  hat,  with  gold  cording,  a 4 
cut  bob,  a  decent  blue  jacket,  leather  breeches, 
and  a  clean  linen  shirt,  puffed  above  the 
waistband.  When  we  arrived  at  the  castle 
on  Spinhill,  where  we  lay,  this  new  postilion 
was  remarkably  assiduous  in  bringing  in 
loose  parcels ;  and  at  lenfifth  displayed  the 
individual  countenance  of  Humphry  Clinker, 
who  had  metamorphosed  himself  in  this  man- 
ner,  by  relieving  from  pawn  part  of  his  own 
clothes,  with  the  money  he  had  received 
from  Mr  Bramble. 

Howsoever  pleased  the  rest  of  the  company 
were  with  such  a  favourable  change  in  the 
appearance  of  this  poor  creature,  it  soured  on 
the  stomach  of  Mrs  Tabby,  who  had  not  yet 
digested  the  afiront  of  his  naked  skin.  She 
tossed  her  nose  in  disdain,  saying,  she  sup- 
posed her  brother  had  taken  him  into  favour, 
because  he  had  insulted  her  with  his  obsce- 
nity ;  that  a  fool  and  his  money  were  soon 
parted ;  but  that  if  Matt  intended  to  take  the 
fellow  with  him  to  London,  slie  would  not  ffo 
a  foot  farther  that  way.  My  uncle  said  noui- 
ing  with  his  tongue,  though  his  looks  were 
sufficiently  expressive;  and  next  morning 
Clinker  did  not  appear,  so  that  we  proceed- 
ed without  farther  altercation  to  Salthill, 
where  we  proposed  to  dine.  There,  the 
first  person  that  came  to  the  side  of  the 
coach,  and  began  to  adjust  the  footboard, 
was  no  other  than  Humphry  Clinker.  When 
I  handed  out  Mrs  Bramble,  she  eyed  him 
with  a  furious  look,  and  passed  into  the 
house — ^my  uncle  was  embarrassed,  and 
asked  him  peevishly  what  had  brought  him 
hither  1  The  fellow  said,  his  honour  had 
been  so  good  to  him,  that  he  had  not  the 
heart  to  part  with  him  ; — that  he  would  fol- 
low him  to  the  world's  end,  and  serve  him  all 
the  days  of  his  life  without  fee  or  reward. 

Mr  Bramble  did  not  know  whether  to  chide 
or  to  laugh  at  this  declaration.  He  foresaw 
much  contradiction  on  the  side  of  Tabby ; 
and,  on  the  other  hand,  he  could  not  but  be 
pleased  with  the  gratitude  of  Clinker,  as 
well  as  with  the  simplicity  of  his  character. 
— **  Suppose  I  was  inclined  to  take  you  into 
my  service,"  said  he,  "  what  are  your  quali- 
fications ?  what  are  you  good  for  V*  "  An' 
please  your  honour,"  answered  this  ori^nal, 
**  I  can  read  and  write,  and  do  the  business 
of  the  stable  indifferent  well.  I  can  dress 
a  horse  and  shoe  him,  and  bleed  and  rowel 
him  ;  and,  as  for  the  practice  of  sow-gelding, 
I  won't  turn  my  back  on  e'er  a  he  in  the 
county  of  Wilts.  Then  I  can  make  hog^s 
puddings  and  hobnails,  mend  kettles  and  un 
saupepan»— "    Here  nncle  burst  out  a-laugh- 
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mg;  and  inquired  what  other  accomplieh- 
ments  he  was  master  of  1  ''I  know  some- 
thing of  single-stick  and  psalmody,"  pro- 
ceeded Clinker ;  **  I  can  play  upon  tne  Jew's 
harp,  sin?  Black-eyed  Susan,  Arthur  O'Brad- 
ley,  and  divers  other  songs ;  I  can  dance  a 
Welsh  jig,  and  Nancy  Dawson ;  wrestle  a 
fall  with  any  lad  of  my  inches,  when  I'm  in 
heart ;  and  (under  correction)  1  can  find  a 
hare  when  your  honour  wants  a  bit  of  ffame." 
'*  Foregad,  thou  art  a  complete  fellow  !'* 
cried  my  uncle,  still  laughing ;  *'  I  have  a 
mind  to  take  thee  into  my  ftmily.  Prithee, 
go  and  try  if  thou  canst  make  peace  with 
my  sister — thou  hast  given  her  much  offence 
hy  showing  her  thy  naked  tail." 

Clinker,  accordmgly,  followed  us  into  the 
room,  cap  in  hand,  where,  addressing  him- 
self to  Mrs  Tabitha,-^'*  May  it  please  your 
ladyship's  worship,"  cried  he,  *<  to  pardon 
and  forgive  my  offences,  and,  with  God's 
assistance,  I  shall  take  care  that  my  tail  shall 
never  rise  up  in  judgment  against  me,  to  of- 
fend  your  ladyship  again.  Do,  praj,  good, 
sweet,  beautiful  lady,  take  compassion  on  a 
poor  sinner — God  bless  your  noble  counts- 
nance,  I  am  sure  you  are  too  handsome  and 
generous  to  bear  malice.  I  will  serve  you 
on  my  bended  knees,  by  night  and  by  day, 
by  land  and  by  water,  and  allfor  the  love  and 
pleasure  of  serving  such  an  excellent  lady." 
^^  This  compliment  and  humiliation  had  some 
/^effect  upon  Tabby ;  but  she  made  no  reply ; 
[  and  Clinker,  taking  silence  for  consent,  gave 
^^^is  attendance  at  dinner.  The  fellow's  nat- 
ural  awkwardness,  and  the  flutter  of  his  spi- 
rits, were  productive  of  repeated  blunders  in 
the  course  of  his  attendance.  At  length  he 
spilt  part  of  a  custard  upon  her  right  shoul- 
der ;  and,  starting  back,  trode  upon  Chow- 
der,  who  set  up  a  dismal  howl.  I^oor  Hum- 
phry was  so  disconcerted  at  this  double 
mistake,  that  he  dropt  the  china  dish,  which 
broke  into  a  thousand  pieces ;  then,  falling 
down  upon  his  knees,  remained  in  that  pos- 
ture, gaping  with  a  most  ludicrous  aspect  of 
distress.  Mrs  Bramble  flew  to  the  dog,  and, 
snatching  him  in  her  arms,  presented  liim  to 
her  brother,  saying,  *'  This  is  all  a  concerted 
scheme  sgainst  this  unfortunate  animal, 
whose  only  crime  is  its  regard  for  me— here 
it  is;  kill  it  at  once;  and  then  you'll  be 
satisfied." 

Clinker,  hearing  these  words,  and  taking 
them  in  the  literal  acceptation,  got  up  in 
some  hurry,  and,  seizing  a  knife  from  the 
sideboard,  cried,  *'  Not  here,  an't  please 
your  ladyship-— it  will  daub  the  room — ^ve 
him  to  roe,  and  I'll  carry  him  into  the  ditch 
by  the  road-side."  To  this  proposal  he  re- 
ceived no  other  answer  than  a  hearty  box  on 
the  ear,  that  made  him  stagger  to  the  other 
side  of  the  room.  '*  What !"  said  she  to 
her  brother,  *<  am  I  to  be  afironted  by  every 
mangy  hound  that  you  pick  up  in  the  high- 
way ?    I  insist  upon  your  aendiAg  this  ra*.  | 


callion  about  his  business  immediattlT.'* 
<'  For  (rod's  sake,  sister,  compose  yourself," 
said  my  uncle,  **  and  consider  that  the  poor 
fellow  is  innocent  of  any  intention  to  give  yoa 
offence.*'  **  Innocent  as  tbe  babe  unbpm," 
cried  Humphry.  '*  I  see  it  plainly,"  exclaim- 
ed  this  implacable  maiden,  **  he  acts  fay  your 
direction ;  and  vou  are  resolved  to  support 
him  in  his  impuaence.  This  is  a  bad  return 
for  all  the  services  I  have  done  you;  for 
nursing  you  in  your  sickness,  managing  your  *'' 
ftmily,  and  keeping  you  from  ruining  your* 
self  by  your  own  imprudence — but  now  yoa 
shall  part  with  that  rascal  or  roe,  upon  the 
spot,  without  fiirther  loss  of  tiroe :  and  the 
world  shall  see  whether  you  have  more  regard 
for  your  own  flesh  and  blood,  or  for  a  beg- 
garly foundling,  taken  from  a  dund^ll." 

Mr  Bramble's  eyes  began  to  ^isten,  and 
his  teeth  to  chatter.  <*If  stated  fairly,"  • 
said  he,  raising  his  voice,  '*  the  question  is, 
whether  I  have  spirit  to  shake  off  an  intole- 
rable  yoke,  by  one  effort  of  resolution,  or 
meanness  enough  to  do  an  act  of  cruelty 
and  injustice,  to  gratify  the  rancour  of  a  ca- 
pricious woman.  Hark  ye,  Mrs  Tabitha 
Bramble !  I  will  now  propose  an  alternative 
in  my  turn—either  discard  your  four-footed 
favourite,  or  give  roe  leave  to  bid  you  etemslly 
adieu :-— for  I  am  determined  that  he  and  I 
shall  live  no  longer  under  the  same'  roof; 
and  now  to  dinner  with  what  appetite  you 
may,*'  Thunderstruck  at  this  declaration, 
she  sat  down  in  a  comer ;  and,  after  a  pause 
of  some  minutes,  <*  Sure  I  don't  understand 
you,  Matt,"  said  she !  "And  yet  I  spoke  i^ 
plain  English" — answered  the  squire,  with 
a  peremptory  look.  '*  Sir,"  resumed  this  vi- 
rago, efi^tually  humbled,  '*  it  is  your  prero- 
gative to  command,  and  my  duty  to  obey.  I 
can't  dispose  of  the  do^  in  this  place ;  but  if 
you'll  allow  him  to  go  in  the  coach  to  Lon- 
don, I  give  you  ray  word  he  shall  never  trou* 
ble  you  again." 

Her  brother,  entirely  disarmed  by  this  mild 
reply,  declared  she  could  ask  him  nothing  in 
reason  that  he  would  refuse ;  adding,  <*  I 
hope,  sister,  you  have  never  found  me  defi- 
cient in  natural  affection."  Mrs  Tabitha  im- 
mediately rose,  and  throwing  her  arms  about 
his  ne6k,  kissed  him  on  the  cheek ;  he  return- 
ed her  embrace  with  great  emotion.  Liddy 
sobbed ;  Win  Jenkins  cackled  ;  Chowder 
pered,  and  Clinker  skipt  about,  rubbing 
hands  for  ioy  of  this  reconciliation. 

Concord  being  thus  restored,  we  finished 
our  meal  with  comfort ;  and  in  the  evening 
arrived  in  London,  without  having  met  idtn 
any  other  adventure.  My  aunt  seems  to  be 
much  mended  by  the  hint  she  received  from 
her  brother.  She  has  been  graciously  pleased 
to  remove  her  displeasure  m>m  Clinker,  who 
is  now  retained  as  a  footman,  and  (in  a  day 
or  two^  will  make  his  appearance  in  a  new 
suit  of  livery ;  but  as  he  is  little  acquainted 
with  London^  we  have  taken  an  occasiooil 
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▼alet,  whom  I  intend  hereafter  to  hire  as  my 
own  servant.  We  lodee  in  Golden  Square, 
at  the  house  of  one  Ifo  Norton,  a  decent 
sort  of  a  woman,  who  takes  great  pains  to 
make  us  all  easy.  My  uncle  proposes  to 
make  a  circuit  of  all  the  remarkable  scenes 
of  this  metropolis,  for  the  entertainment  of 
his  pupils;  but  as  both  you  and  I  are  al- 
ready  acquainted  with  most  of  those  he  will 
visit,  and  with  some  others  he  little  dreams 
of,  I  shall  only  communicate  what  will  be  in 
some  measure  new  to  your  observation.  Re« 
member  me  to  our  Jesuitical  friends,  and  be- 
lieve me,  ever,  dear  knight,  yours  affection- 
ately, J.  MELFORD. 
London,  May  24. 


To  Dr  Lxwit. 

Bear  Doctob,^ — London  is  literally  new 
to  me ;  new  in  its  streets,  houses,  and  even 
in  its  situation ;  as  the  Irishman  said,  "  Lon- 
don is  now  gone  out  of  town."  What  I  left 
open  fields,  producing  hay  and  com,  I  now 
find  covered  with  streets  and  squares,  and 
y  palaces  and  churches.  I  am  credibly  inform- 
ed,  that,  in  the  space  of  seven  years,  eleven 
thousand  new  houses  have  been  built  in  one 
auai;(er  of  Westminster,  exclusive  of  what  is 
daily  added  to  other  parts  of  this  unwieldly 
metropolis.  Pimlico  and  Knightsbridge  are 
now  almost  joined  to  Chelsea  and  Kensing- 
ton ;  and,  if  this  infatuation  continues  for 
half  a  century,  I  suppose  the  whole  county 
of  Middlesex  will  be  covered  with  brick. 

It  roust  be  allowed,  indeed,  for  the  credit 
of  the  present  a^e,  that  London  and  West- 
minster are  much  better  paved  and  lighted 
than  they  were  formerly.  The  new  streets 
are  spacious,  regular,  and  airv,  and  the 
houses  generally  convenient.  Tne  bridge  at 
Blackfhars  is  a  noble  monument  of  tiaste  and 
public  spirit — I  wonder  how  they  stumbled 
upon  a  work  of  such  magnificence  and  utili- 
ty. But,,  notwithstanding  these  improve- 
ments/^ capital  is  become  an  overgrown 
monste?!"  which,  like  a  dropsical  head,  will 
in  time  leave  the  body  and  extremities  with- 
out nourishment  and  suppo^  The  absurd- 
ity will  appear  in  its  ftill  rorce,  when  We 
consider,  that  one  sixth  part  of  the  natives 
of  this  whole  extensive  kingdom  is  crowded 
within  the  bill's  of  mortality.  What  wonder 
that  our  villages  are  depopulated,  and  our 
farms  in  want  of  day-labourers !  The  aboli- 
tion of  small  farms  is  but  one  cause  of  the 
decrease  of  population.  Indeed,  the  incredi- 
ble increase  of  horses  and  black  cattle,  to  an- 
swer the  purposes  of  luxury,  requires  a  pro- 
digious quantity  of  hay  and  grass,  which  are 
raised  and  managed  without  much  labour ; 
but  a  number  of  hands  will  always  be  wanted 
for  the  different  branches  of  agriculture, 
whether  the  farms  be  large  or  small.  The 
tide  of  luxury  has  swept  all  the  inhabitants 


from  the  open  country.  The  poorest  squire, 
as  well  as  the  richest  peer,  must  have  his 
house  in  town,  and  make  a  figure  with  an 
extraordinary  number  of  domestics.  The 
plough-boys,  cow-herds,  and  lower  hinds, 
are  debauched  and  seduced  by  the  appear- 
ance and  discourse  of  those  coxcombs  in 
livery,  when  they  make  their  summer  excult 
sions.  They  desert  their  dirt  and  drudgery, 
and  swarm  up  to  London,  in  hopes  of  ^tting 
into  service,  where  they  can  live  luxuriously, 
and  wear  fine  clothes,  without  being  obliged 
to  work  \  for  idleness  is  natural  to  man. 
Great  numbers  of  these,  being  disappointed 
in  their  expectation,  become  thieves  and . 
sharpers;  and  London,  being  an  immense 
wilderness,  in  which  there  is  neither  watch 
nor  ward  of  any  signification,  nor  any  order 
or  police,  afiTorcfs  them  lurking-places  as  well 
as  prey. 

There  are  many  causes  that  contribute  to 
the  daily  increase  of  this  enormous  mass ; 
but  they  may  be  all  resolved  into  the  grand 
source  of  luxury  and  corruption.  About  five« 
and-twenty  years  ago,  very  few  even  of  the 
most  opulent  citizens  of  London  kept  any 
equipage,  or  even  any  servants  in  livery. 
Their  tables  produced  nothing  but  plain  boil- 
ed  and  roasted,  with  a  bottle  of  port  and  a 
tankard  of  beer.  At  present,  every  trader  in 
any  degree  of  credit,  eveiy  broker  and  attor- 
ney, maintains  a  couple  of  footmen,  a  coach, 
man,  and  postilion.  He  has  his  town-house 
and  his  countiy-house,  his  coach  and  his 
post-chaise.  His  wife  and  daughters  appear 
in  the  richest  stuffs,  bespangled  with  dia- 
monds. They  frequent  the  court,  the  opera, 
the  theatre,  and  the  masquerade.  They  hold 
assemblies  at  their  own  houses;  they  make 
sumptuous  entertainments,  and  treat  with 
the  richest  wines  of  Bourdeaux,  Burgundy, 
and  Champagne.  The  substantial  trades- 
man, who  wont  to  pass  his  evenings  at  the 
ale-house  for  four-pence  halfpenny,  now 
spends  three  shillings  at  the  tavern,  whilb 
his  wife  keeps  card-tables  at  home;  she 
must  also  have  fine  clothes,  her  chaise,  or 
pad,  with  country  lodging  and  go  three 
times  a-week  to  public  diversions.  Every 
derk,  apprentice,  and  even  waiter  of  a  ta- 
vem  or  coffee-house,  maintains  a  gelding  by 
himself  or  in  partnersliip,  and  assumes  the 
air  and  apparel  of  a  petit  maitre.  The  gay- 
est places  of  public  entertainment  are  filled 
with  fashionable  figures,  which,  upon  inquiry, 
will  be  found  to  be  journeymen  tailors,  serv- 
ing-men, and  abigails,  disguised  like  their 
betters. 

In  short,  there  is  no  distinction  or  subor- 
dination left.  The  different  departments  of 
life  are  jumbled  together.  The  hod-carrier, 
the  low  mechanic,  the  tapster,  the  publican, 
the  shopkeeper,  the  pettifogger,  the  citizen, 
and  courtier,  aU  tread  upon  the  kibes  of  one 
another;  actuated  by  the  demons  of  profli- 
gacy and  licentiousness,  they  are  seen  eveiy 
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where  rambling,  riding,  rolling,  nuhiog,  jo«U 
ling,  mixing,  dancing,  cracking,  and  crash- 
ing,  in  one  vile  ferment  of  stupidity  and  cor- 
ruption.  All  is  tumult  and  hurry.  One 
would  imagine  they  were  impelled  by  some 
disorder  of  the  brain,  that  will  not  suffer  them 
to  be  at  rest.  The  foot-passengers  run  along 
&s  if  they  were  pursued  bybaiBfis ;  the  por* 
ters  and  chairmen  trot  with  their  burdens. 
People,  who  keep  their  own  equipaees,  drive 
through  the  streets  at  full  speed.  Even  citi- 
zens, physicians,  and  apothecaries,  glide  in 
their  chariots  like  lightning.  The. hackney- 
coachmen  make  their  horses  smoke,  and  the 
pavement  shakes  under  them;  and  I  have 
actually  seen  a  wagon  pass  through  Picca- 
dilly at  the  hand-gallop.  In  a  word,  the 
whole  nation  seems  to  be  running  out  of 
their  wits. 

The  diversions  of  the  times  are  not  ill. 
suited  to  the  genius  of  this  incongruous  mon- 
ster called  the  public.  Give  it  noise,  con- 
fusion, glare  and  flitter,  it  has  no  idea  of 
elegance  and  propriety.  What  are  the  amuse- 
ments at  Ranelagh  ?  One  half  of  the  com- 
pany are  following  one  another's  tails,  in  an 
eternal  circle,  like  so  many  blind  asses  in  an 
olive  mill,  wliere  they  can  neither  discourse, 
distinguish,  nor  be  distinguished ;  while  tlie 
other  naif  are  drinking  hot  water,  under  the 
denomination  of  tea,  till  nine  or  ten  o'clock 
at  night,  to  keep  them  awake  for  the  rest  of 
the  evening.  As  for  the  orchestra,  the  vocal 
music  especially,  it  is  well  for  the  performers 
that  they  cannot  be  heard  distinctly.  Vaux- 
hall  is  a  composition  of  baubles,  overcharged 
with  paltry  ornaments,  ill-conceived,  and 
poorly  executed,  without  any  unity  of  design, 
or  propriety  of  disposition.  It  is  an  unna- 
tural assemblage  of  objects,  fantastically  illu- 
minated in  broken  masses,  seemingly  con- 
trived to  dazzle  the  eyes  and  divert  the  im- 
agination of  the  vulgar.  Here  a  wooden  lion, 
there  a  stone  statue ;  in  one  place,  a  range 
of  thin^  like  coffee-house  boxes  covered 
a-top;  m  another,  a  parcel  of  ale-house 
benches ;  in  a  third,  a  puppet-show  repre- 
sentation of  a  tin  cascade;  in  a  fourth,  a 
gloomy  cave  of  a  circular  form,  like  a  sepul- 
chral vault,  half  lighted ;  in  a  fifth,  a  scanty 
slip  of  grass-plot,  that  would  not  afford  pas- 
ture sufficient  for  an  ass*s  colt.  The  walks, 
which  nature  seems  to  have  intended  for  so- 
litude, shade  and  silence,  are  filled  with 
crowds  of  noisy  people,  sucking  up  the  noc- 
turnal rheums  of  an  aguish  climate;  and 
through  these  gay  scenes  a  few  lamps  glim- 
mer, like  so  many  farthing  candles. 

When  I  see  a  number  of  well-dressed  peo- 
ple, of  both  sexes,  sitting  on  the  covered 
oenches,  exposed  to  the  eyes  of  the  mob,  and, 
which  is  worse,  to  the  cold,  raw,  night  air, 
devouring  sliced  beef,  and  swilling  port,  and 
punch,  and  cider,  I  can't  help  compassion- 
ating their  temerity,  while  I  despise  their 
want  of  taste  and  dM^ram ;  but  when  they 


course  along  those  damp  and  gloomy  walks^ 
or  crowd  together  upon  the  wet  gravel,  with- 
out any  other  cover  than  the  cope  of  heaven, 
listening  to  a  song,  which  one  naif  of  them 
cannot  possibly  hear,  how  can  I  help  suppos- 
ing they  are  actually  possessed  by  a  spirit 
mote  absurd  and  pernicious  than  any  thing 
we  meet  with  in  the  precincts  of  Bedlam  ? 
In  all  probability,  the  proprietors  of  this  and 
other  public  garaens  of  inferior  note,  in  the 
skirts  of  the  metropolis,  are,  in  some  shape, 
connected  with  the  faculty  of  physic,'  and 
the  company  of  undertakers ;  for,  consider- 
ing that  eagerness  in  the  pursuit  of  what  is 
called  pleasure,  which  now  predominates 
through  every  rank  and  denomination  of  life, 
I  am  persuaded  that  more  ^uts,  rheuma- 
tisms, catarrhs,  and  consumptions  are  caught 
in  these  nocturnal  pastimes,  sub  dioy  than 
from  all  the  risks  and  accidents  to  which  a 
life  of  toil  and  danger  is  exposed. 

These,  and  other  observations  which  I 
have  made  in  this  excursion,  will  shorten  my 
stay  in  London,  and  send  me  back  with  a 
double  relish  to  my  solitude  and  mountains ; 
but  I  shall  return  by  a  different  route  from 
that  which  brought  me  to  town.  I  have  seen 
some  old  friends,  who  constantly  reside  in 
this  virtuous  metropolis ;  but  they  are  so 
changed  in  manners  and  disposition,  that  we 
hardly  know  or  care  for  one  another.   In  otas^^ 
journey  from  Bath,  my  sister  Tabby  pro-  ^ 
voked  me  into  a  transport  of  passioo,  during    / 
which,  like  a  man  who  has  drank  himself    / 
poUvaliant,  I  talked  to  her  in  such  a  stvlft  / 
of  authority  and  resolution,  as  produced  a  i 
most  blesse4  effect.    She  and  her  dog  hasa^ 
been  remarkably  quiet  and  orderly  ever  since 
this  expostulation.    How  lonff  this  agreeable 
calm  will  last,  heaven  above  knows.    I  flat- 
ter myself  the  exercise  of  travelling  has  been 
of  service  to   my  health;  a  circumstance 
which  encourages  me  to  proceed  in  my  pro- 
jected expedition  to  the  north.     But  I  most, 
in  the  mean  time,  for  the  benefit  and  amuse- 
ment of  my  pupils,  explore  the  depth  of  this 
chaos,  this  misshapen  and  monstrous  capital, 
without  head  or  tail,  members  or  proportion. 

Thomas  was  so  insolent  to  my  sister  on 
the  road,  that  I  was  obliged  to  turn  him  off 
abruptly,  betwixt  Chippenham  and  Marlbo- 
rough, where  our  coach  was  overturned. 
The  fellow  was  always  sullen  and  selfish ; 
but  if  he  should  return  to  the  country,  you 
may  give  him  a  character  for  honesty  and 
sobriety  ;  and,  provided  he  behaves  with 
proper  respect  to  the  family,  let  him  have  a 
couple  of  guineas  in  the  name  of  yours* 
always,  MATT.  BRAMBLE. 

London^  May  29. 


To  MiM  Ljititia  Willis,  at  Glovcbstbr. 

Mt  Dear  Lbttt»— Inexpreeoible  was  the 
I^eaaure  I  received  from  youfs  of  the  25tht 
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which  WM  last  night  put  into  my  hands  by  Mrs 
Brentwood,  the  milliner,  fh>m  Gloucester.  I 
rejoice  to  hear  that  m]r  worthy  governess  is 
in  good  health,  and  still  more,  that  she  no 
longer  retains  any  displeasure  towards  her 
poor  Liddy.  I  am  soiry  tou  have  lost  the 
society  of  the  agreeahle  Bliss  Vaughan ;  but 
I  hope  you  won^  have  canse  much  longer  to 
regret  the  departure  of  your  school-com- 
panions, as  I  make  no  doubt  but  your  parents 
will,  in  a  little  time,  bring  vou  into  the 
world,  where  you  are  so  well  qualified  to 
make  a  distinffuished  figure.  When  that  is 
the  case,  I  nattef  myself  you  and  I  shall 
meet  again,  and  be  happy  together,  and  even 
improve  the  fHendship  whicn  we  contracted 
in  our  tender  years.  This  at  least  I  can 
promise,  it  shall  not  be  for  the  want  of  my 
utmost  endeavours,  if  our  intimacy  does  not 
continue  for  life. 

About  ^ve  days  ago  we  arrived  in  Lon- 
don, after  an  easy  journey  from  Bath ;  dur- 
ing which,  however,  we  were  overturned, 
and  met  with  some  other  little  incidents, 
which  had  like  to  have  occasioned  a  misun- 
derstanding betwixt  my  uncle  and  aunt :  but 
now,  thank  God,  they  are  happily  reconciled ; 
we  live  in  harmony  together,  and  every  day 
make  parties  to  see  the  wonders  of  this  vast 
metropolis,  which,  however,  I  cannot  pretend 
to  describe ;  for  I  have  not  as  yet  seen  one 
hundredth  part  of  its  curiosities,  and  I  am 
<|uite  in  a  maze  of  admiration. 

The  cities  of  London  and  Westminster 
are  spread  out  to  an  incredible  extent.  The 
streets,  squares,  rows,  lanes  and  alleys,  are 
innumerable.  Palaces,  public  buildings,  and 
churches,  rise  in  every  quarter ;  and,  amongst 
these  last,  St  Paul's  appears  with  the  most 
astonishing  pre-eminence.  They  say  it  is 
not  so  large  as  St  Peter's  at  Rome ;  but,  for 
my  own  part,  I  can  have  no  idea  of  any 
earthly  temple  more  grand  and  magnifi- 
cent. 

But  even  these  supeih  objects  are  not  so 
striking  as  the  crowds  of  people  that  swarm 
in  the  streets.  I  at  first  ima^ned  that  some 
great  assembly  was  just  dismissed,  and  want- 
ed  to  stand  aside  till  the  multitude  should 
pass ;  but  this  human  tide  continues  to  flow, 
without  interruption  or  abatement,  from 
mom  to  night.  Then  there  is  such  an  infinity 
of  ffay  equipages,  coaches,  chariots,  chaises, 
and  other  carriages,  continually  rolling  and 
shifting  before  your  eyes,  that  one's  head 
grows  giddy  looking  at  them ;  and  the  ima- 
gination is  quite  confounded  with  splendour 
and  variety.  Nor  is  the  prospect  by  water 
less  grand  and  astonishing  than  that  by 
land:  you  see  three  stupendous  bridges, 
joining  the  opposite  banks  of  a  broad,  deep, 
and  ranid  river ;  so  vast,  so  stately,  so  ele- 
gant, tnat  they  seem  to  be  the  work  of  the 
giants :  betwixt  them,  the  whole  surface  of 
the  Thames  is  covered  with  small  vessels, 
baiges,  boats,  and  wherries,  passing  to  and 


fro;  and  below  the  three  bridges  such  a  pro. 
digious  forest  of  masts,  for  miles  togetner, 
that  you  would  think  all  the  ships  in  the 
universe  were  here  assembled.  AU  that  you 
read  of  wealth  and  grandeur,  in  the  Arabian 
Nights  Entertainments,  and  the  Persian 
Tues,  concerning  Bagdad,  Diaihekir,  Da-^ 
mascus,  Ispahan,  and  Samarcand,  is  here* 
realised. 

Ranelagh  looks  Rke  the  enchanted  palace 
of  a  genii,  adorned  with  the  most  exquisite 
performances  of  painting,  carving,  and  eild- 
ing,  enlightened  with  a  thousand  golden 
lamps,  that  emulate  the  noon-day  sun; 
crowded  with  the  mat,  the  rich,  the  gay, 
the  happy,  and  the  fair ;  glittering  with  cloth 
of  gold  and  silver,  lace,  embroidery,  and  pre* 
ciouB  stones.  While  these  exulting  sons 
and  daughters  of  felicity  tread  this  round  of 
pleasure,  or  regale  in  different  parties  and 
separate  lodges,  with  fine  imperial  tea  and 
other  delicious  refreshments,  their  ears  are 
entertained  with  the  most  ravishing  delights 
of  music,  both  instrumental  and  vocal.  There 
I  heard  the  famous  Tenducci,  a  thing  from 
Italy.  It  looks  for  all  the  world  like  a  man, 
though  they  say  it  is  not.  The  voice,  to  be 
sure,  is  neither  man's  nor  woman's ;  but  it 
is  more  melodious  than  either ;  and  it  war- 
bled so  divinely,  that,  while  I  listened,  I 
really  thought  myself  in  paradise. 

At  nine  o'clock,  in  a  charming  moon-light 
evening,  we  embarked  at  Ranelagh  for 
Vauxhall,  in  a  wherry,  so  light  and  slender, 
that  we  looked  like  so  many  fairies  sailing  in 
a  nut-shell.  My  uncle,  being  apprehensive 
of  catching  cold  upon  the  water,  went  round 
in  the  coach,  and  my  aunt  would  have  ac- 
companied him,  but  he  would  not  suffer  me 
to  go  by  water  if  she  went  by  land;  and 
therefore  she  favoured  us  with  her  company, 
as  she  perceived  I  had  a  curiosity  to  make 
this  agreeable  voyage.  After  all,  the  vessel 
was  sufficiently  loaded ;  for,  besides  the  wa- 
termen, there  was  my  brother  Jerry,  and  a 
friend  of  his,  one  Mr  Barton,  a  country  gen- 
tleman, of  a  ffood  fortune,  who  had  dined  at 
our  house.  The  pleasure  of  this  little  excur- 
sion was,  however,  damped,  by  my  being 
sadly  frighted  at  our  landing,  where  there 
was  a  terrible  confusion  of  wherries,  and  a 
crowd  of  people  bawling,  and  swearing,  and 
quarrelling ;  nay,  a  parcel  of  ugly-lookinff 
fellows  came  running  into  the  water,  and 
laid  hold  on  our  boat  with  mat  violence,  to 
pull  it  ashore;  nor  would  they  quit  their 
hold,  till  my  brother  struck  one  of  them  over 
the  head  with  his  cane.  But  this  flutter  was 
folly  recompensed  by  the  pleasures  of  Vaux- 
hall ;  whicn  I  no  sooner  entered,  than  I  was 
dazzled  and  confounded  with  the  variety 'of 
beauties  that  rushed  all  at  once  upon  my 
eye.  Image  to  yourself,  my  dear  Letty,  a 
spacious  garden,  part  laid  out  in  delightffal 
walks,  liDunded  with  hi^  hedges  and  trees, 
and  paved  with  gravel ;  part  exhibiting  a 
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wonderful  assemblage  of  the  moat  picturesque 
and  striking  objects,  pa.vilion8,  lodges,  groves, 
grottos,  lawns,  temples,  and  cascades ;  por- 
ticos, colonnades,  and  rotondas;  adorned 
with  pillars,  statues,  and  paintings:  the 
whole  illuminated  wiUi  an  infinite  number  of 
lamps,  disposed  in  different  figures  of  suns, 
stars,  and  constellations ;  the  place  crowded 
with  the  gayest  company,  ranging  though 
those  blissful  shades,  or  tupping,  in  different 
lodges,  on  cold  collations,  emivened  with 
mirth,  jfreedom,  and  good  hnmour,  and  ani- 
mated bv  an  ezceflent  band  of  music. 
Among  the  vocal  nerformera,  I  had  the  hap- 
piness to  hear  tne  celebrated  Mrs  , 
whose  voice  was  so  loud  and  so  shrill,  that 
it  made  my  head  ache,  through  excess  of 
pleasure. 

In  about  half  an  hour  after  we  arrived, 
we  were  joined  by  uncle,  who  did  not 
seem  to  relish  the  phice.  People  of  expe- 
rience and  infirmity,  my  dear  Letty,  see 
with  very  different  eyes  from  those  that 
such  as  you  and  I  make  use  of.  Our  even- 
inff's  entertainment  was  interrupted  by  an 
uxuucky  accident.  In  one  of  the  remotest 
walks,  we  were  surprised  with  a  sudden 
shower,  that  set  the  whole  company  a.irun- 
ning,  and  drove  us  in  heaps,  one  upon  an- 
other, into  the  rbtunda;  where  my  uncle, 
finding  himself  wet,  began  to  be  very  peevish, 
and  urgent  to  be  ffone.  My  brother  went  to 
look  for  the  coach,  and  found  it  with  much 
difficulty ;  but  as  it  could  not  hold  us  all,  Mr 
Barton  staid  behind.  It  was  some  time  be- 
fore the  carriage  could  be  brought  up  to  the 
gate,  in  the  confusion,  notwitlutanding  the 
utmost  endeavours  of  our  new  footman, 
Humphry  Clinker,  who  lost  his  scratch  peri- 
wig, and  got  a  broken  head  in  the  scufiie. 
The  moment  we  were  seated,  my  aunt  pulled 
off  my  uncle's  shoes,  and  carefully  wrapped 
his  poor  feet  in  her  capuchin ;  then  she 
gave  him  a  mouthful  of  cordial,  which  she 
always  keeps  ift  her  pocket,  and  his  clothes 
were  shifted  as  soon  as  we  arrived  at  our 
lodgings ;  so  that,  blessed  be  God,  he  escaped 
a  severe  cold,  of  which  he  was  in  great 
terror. 

As  for  Mr  Barton,  I  must  tell  you  in  con- 
fidence, he  was  a  little  particular ;  but,  per- 
haps, I  mistake  his  complaisance;  and  I 
wish  I  may,  for  his  sake.  You  know  the 
condition  of  my  poor  heart ;  which,  in  spite 
of  hard  usage — and  yet  I  ought  not  to  com- 
plain— ^nor  will  I,  till  farther  information. 

Besides  Ranelagh  and  Vauxhall,  I  have 
been  at  Mrs  CorneTly's  assembly,  which,  for 
the  rooms,  the  company,  the  dresses  and 
decorations,  surpasses  all  description;  but 
aa  I  have  no  great  turn  for  card-playing,  I 
havo  not  yet  entered  thorooffhly  into  the  spi- 
rit of  the  place.  Indeed,  I  am  still  such  a 
country  hoyden  that  I  could  hardly  find  pa- 
tience to  be  put  in  a  condition  to  appear ; 
yol  I  was  not  above  six  hours  under  the  hands 


of  the  hair-dresser,  who  stuffed  my  head  with 
as  much  black  wool  as  would  have  made  a 
quilted  petticoat ;  and,  after  all,  it  was  the 
smallest  head  in  the  assembly,  except  my 
aunt's.  She  (to  be  sure)  was  so  particular 
with  her  rumpt  £own  and  petticoat,  her 
scanty  curls,  her  uppet  head,  deep  triple 
nifiles  and  high  stays,  that  every  body  looked 
at  her  with  surprise ;  some  whispered  and 
some  tittered ;  and  Lady  Griskin,  by  whom 
we  were  introduced,  flatly  told  her  she  was 
twen^  good  jrears  behina  the  fashion. 

Lady  Grisun  is  a  person  of  fashion,  to 
whom  we  have  the  bo4bur  to  be  related. 
She  keeps  a  small  route  at  her  own  house, 
never  exceeding  ten  or  a  dozen  card-tables ; 
but  these  are  frequented  by  the  best  company 
in  town.  She  has  been  so  obliging  as  to  in- 
troduce my  aunt  and  me  to  some  of  her 
particular  fiiends  of  quality,  who  treat  us 
with  the  most  familiar  good-humour;  we 
have  once  dined  with  her,  and  she  takes  the 
trouble  to  direct  us  in  all  our  motions.  I  am 
so  happy  as  to  have  gained  her  good-will  to 
such  a  degree,  that  she  sometimes  adjusts 
my  cap  with  her  own  hands :  and  she  has 
given  me  a  kind  invitation  to  stay  with  her 
all  the  winter.  This,  however,  has  been 
cruelly  declined  by  my  uncle,  who  seems  to 
be  (I  know  not  how)  prejudiced  against  the 
good  lady  :  for,  whenever  my  aunt  happens 
to  speak  in  her  commendation,  I  obwerve 
that  he  makes  wiy  faces,  though  he  says 
nothing — perhaps,  indeed,  these  grimacQ0 
may  be  the  effect  of  pain  arising  nrom  tife 
gout  and  the  rheumatism,  with  which  he  is 
sadly  distrest.  To  me,  however,  he  is  always 
good-natured  and  generous,  even  beyond  my 
wish.  Since  we  came  hither,  he  lias  made 
me  a  present  of  a  suit  of  clothes,,  with 
trimmings  and  laces,  which  cost  more  mo- 
ney than  I  shall  mention :  and  Jerry,  at  his 
desire,  has  nven  me  my  mother's  diamond 
drops,  whicn  are  ordered  to  be  set  anew ; 
so  that  it  won't  be  his  fault  if  I  do  not  glitter 
among  the  stars  of  the  fourth  or  fifth  magni« 
tude.  I  wish  my  weak  head  may  not  grow 
ffiddy  in  the  midst  of  all  this  gallantly  and 
dissipation :  though  as  yet  I  can  safely  de- 
clare. I  could  gladly  give  up  all  these  tumul- 
tuous pleasures  for  countiy  solitude,  and  a 
happy  retreat  with  those  we  love ;  among* 
whom  my  dear  Willis  will  always  possess 
the  first  place  in  the  breast  of  her  ever  affec- 
tionate LYDIA  MELFORD. 

London^  May  31. 


To  Sn  Watkin  Phillips,  Babt.  Jbsvs 

COLLBOB,  Oxoff. 

Dbab  Phillips, — I  send  you  this  letter, 
fVanked  by  our  old  friend  Barton,  who  is  tM 
much  altered  as  it  was  possible  fbr  a  man 
of  his  kidney  to  be.  Instead  of  the  careless 
indolent  sloven  we  knew  at  Oxford,  I  fbund 
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him  a  busy  talkative  politician ;  a  ^Ht  nuU^ 
in  in  his  dress,  and  a  ceremonious  courtier 
in  his  manners.  He  has  not  gall  enough  in 
his  constitution  to  be  inflamed  with  the  ran- 
oour  of  party*  so  as  to  deal  in  scurrilous  in- 
vectives :  but  since  he  obtained  a  place,  he 
is  b^me  a  wann  partizan  of  the  ministry  ; 
and  sees  every  thing  through  such  an  exag* 
gerating  medium,  as  to  me,  who  am  happily 
of  no  party,  is  altogether  incomprehensible. 
Without  all  doubt,  the  fomes  of  faction  not 
only  disturb  the  fiiculty  of  reason,  but  also 

{tervert  the  oigans  of  sense ;  and  I  would 
ay  an  hundred  g^neas  to  ten,  thai,  if  Barton 
on  one  side,  and  the  most  conscientious  pa- 
triot in  the  opposition  on  the  other,  were  to 
draw,  upon  honour,  the  picture  of  the  k — 

or  m ,  you  and  I,  who  are  still  unin- 

fected  and  unbiassed,  would  find  both  paint- 
ers equally  distant  from  the  truth.  One 
thing,  however,  must  be  allowed,  for  the 
honour  of  Barton,  he  never  breaks  out  into 
illiberal  abuse,  far  less  endeavours,  by  infa- 
mous calumnies,  to  blast  the  moral  character 
of  any  individual  on  the  other  side. 

Ever  since  we  came  hither,  he  has  been 
remarkably  assiduous  in  his  attention  to  our 
&roily ;  an  attention  which,  in  a  man  of  his 
indolence  and  avocations,  I  should  have 
thought  altogether  odd,  and  even  unnatural, 
had  I  not  perceived  that  my  sister  Liddy  has 
made  some  impression  upon  his  heart.  I  can't 
say  that  I  have  any  objection  to  his  trying 
.his  fortune  in  this  pursuit.  If  an  opulent 
Estate,  and  a  great  stock  of  good-nature,  are 
sufficient  qualifications  in  a  husband,  to  ren- 
der the  marriage  state  happv  for  life,  she 
may  be  happy  with  Barton  ;  but,  I  imagine, 
there  is  something  else  required  to  engage 
and  secure  the  affection  of  a  woman  of  sense 
and  delicacy — something  which  nature  has 
denied  our  friend :  Liddy  seems  to  be  of  the 
same  opinion.  When  he  addresses  himself 
to  her  m  discourse,  she  seems  to  listen  with 
reluctance,  and  industriously  avoids  all  par- 
ticular communication ;  but  in  proportion  to 
her  coyness,  our  aunt  is  cunning.  Mrs 
Tabitha  goes  more  than  half-way  to  meet  his 
advances ;  she  mistakes,  or  affects  to  mistake, 
the  meaning  of  his  courtesy,  which  is  rather 
formal  and  fulsome  ;  she  returns  his  compli- 
ments with  hyperbolical  interest;  she  per- 
secutes him  with  her  civilities  at  table ;  she 
appeals  to  him  for  ever  in  convenation ;  she 
sighs  and  flirts  and  ogles ;  and,  by  her  hide- 
ous affectation  and  impertinence,  drives  the 
poor  courtier  to  the  very  extremity  of  his 
complaisance :  in  short,  she  seems  to  have 
undertaken  the  siege  of  Barton's  heart,  and 
carries  on  her  approaches  in  such  a  desperate 
manner,  that  I  clon't  know  whether  he  will 
pot  be  obliged  to  capitulate.  In  the  mean 
time,  his  aversion  to  this  inamorata,  stru^- 
l^g  with  his  acquired  afibbility,  and  his 
mtoral  fear  of  giving  offence,  throws  him 
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into  a  kind  of  distress  which  is  extremely 
ridiculous. 

Two  days  ago,  he  persuaded  my  uncle  and 
me  to  accompany  him  to  8t  James's,  where 
he  undertook  to  make  us  acquainted  with 
the  persons  of  all  th^great  men  in  the  king- 
dom ;  and,  indeed,  there  was  a  great  assem- 
blage of  distinguished  characters,  for  it  was 
a  high  festival  at  court.  Our  conductor  per- 
formed his  promise  with  great  punctuality. 
He  pointed  out  almost  every  individual  of 
both  sexes,  and  generally  introduced  them 
to  our  notice  with  a  flourish  of  panegyric. 
Seeing  the  king  approach, — "There  comes,'* 
said  be,  **  the  most  amiable  sovereign  that 
ever  swayed  the  sceptre  of  England;  the 
delici€S  hunumi  generis ;  Augustus  in  patron- 
ising merit,  Titus  Vespasian  in  generosity, 
Trajan  in  beneficence,  and  Marcus  Aurelius 
in  philosophy."  **A  very  honest,  kind- 
hearted  gentleman,"  added  my  uncle ;  *'  he's 
too  good  for  the  times.  A  king  of  England 
should  have  a  spice  of  the  devu  in  his  coip- 
position."    Barton  then  turning  to  the  Difke 

of  C ,  proceeded, — "  You  know  the  duke ; 

that  illustrious  hero,  who  trod  rebellion  under 
his  feet,  and  secured  us  in  possession  of  every 
thing  we  ought  to  bold  dear  as  Englishmen 
and  Christians.  Mark  what  an  eye,  how 
penetrating,  yet  pacific !  what  dignity  in  his 
mien !  what  humanity  in  nis  aspect !  Even 
malice  must  own  that  he  is  one  of  the  great- 
est ofiicers  in  Christendom."  '<  I  think  he 
be,"  said  Mr  Bramble ;  *'  but  who  are  these 
young  gentlemen  that  stand  beside  himi" 
"  Those !"  cried  our  friend,  "  those  are  his 
royal  nephews ;  the  princes  of  the  blood. 
Sweet  young  princes !  the  sacred  pledges 
of  the  protestant  line ;  so  spirited,  so  sensi- 
ble, so  princely — "  "Yes,  very  sensible! 
very  spirited !"  said  my  uncle,  mterrupting 
him ;  "  but  see  the  queen  !  ha !  there's  the 
queen !  there's  the  queen !  let  .me  see— let 
me  see — ^where  are  my  glasses? — ha!  there's 
meaning  in  that  eye — ^there  sentiment— 
there's  expression.  Well,  Mr  Barton,  what 
figure  do  vou  call  next !"  The  next  person 
he  pointed  out  was  the  favourite  yeorl,  who 
stood  solitary  by  one  of  the  windows.  "  Be- 
hold yon  northern  star,"  said  he,  **  shorn 
of  his  beams-^**  "  What !  the  Caledoniad 
luminary,  that  latel^r  blazed  so  bright  in  our 
hemisphere !  Methinks  at  present  it  glim- 
mers through  a  fog,  like  Saturn,  without  his 
ring,  bleak,  and  dim,  and  distant — ha,  there's 
the  other  great  phenomenon,  the  jgrrand  pen- 
sionary, that  weather-cock  of  patriotism,  that 
veers  about  in  every  point  of  the  political 
compass,  and  still  feels  the  wind  of  popu- 
larity in  his  tail.  He,  too,  like  a  portentous 
comet,  has  risen  again  above  the  court  hori- 
zon ;  but  how  long  he  will  continue  to  as- 
cend, it  is  not  easy  to  foretell,  considering 
his  great  eccentricity — Who  are  thoee  two 
sateuites  that  attend  his  motions  1**    When 
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Barton  told  him  their  names, — **To  their 
character,"  said  Mr  Bramble,  Ml  am  no 
stranffer.  One  of  them,  without  a  drop  of 
red  blood  in  his  veins,  has  a  cold  intoxicating 
vapQur  in  his  head,  and  rancour  enough  in 
his  heart  to  inoculate  and  affect  the  whole 
nation.  The  other  is  (I  hear)  intended  for 
a  share  in  the  administration,  and  the  pen- 
sionary vouches  for  his  being  duly  qualified. 
The  only  instance  I  ever  heard  of  his  saga- 
city, was  his  deserting  his  former  patron, 
when  he  found  him  declining  in  power,  and 
in  disgrace  with  the  people.  Without  prin- 
ciple, talent,  or  intelligence,  he  is  ungracious 
as  a  hog,  greedv  as  a  vulture,  and  thievish 
as  a  jackdaw ;  but,  it  must  be  owned,  he  is 
no  hypocrite.  He  pretends  to  no  virtue,  and 
takes  no  pains  to  disguise  his  character. 
His  ministry  will  be  attended  with  one  ad- 
vantage ;  no  man  will  be  disappointed  by  his 
breach  of  promise,  as  no  mortal  ever  trusted 
to  his  word.    I  wonder  how  Lord 


first  discovered  this  happy  genius,  and  for 

ishat  purpose  Lord has  now  adopted 

him:  but  one  would  think,  that  as  amber 
has  a  power  to  attract  dirt,  and  stntws,  and 
chaff,  a  minister  is  endued  with  the  same 
kind  of  fiiculty,  to  lick  vp  every  knave  and 
blockhead  in  nit  way—-"  His  eulogium  was 
interrupted  by  the  arrival  of  the  old  duke  of 

N ,  who,  squeezing  into  the  cirole  with 

a^  busy  face  of  importance,  thrust  his  head 
into  everv  countenance,  as  if  he  had  been  in 
search  or  somebody  to  whom  he  wanted  to 
impart  something  of  ff^eat  consequence.  My 
uncle,  who  had  been  rormerly  known  to  him, 
bowed  as  he  passed ;  and  the  duke,  seeing 
himself  saluted  so  respectfully  by  a  well- 
dressed  person,  was  not  slow  in  returning 
the  courtesy.  He  even  came  up,  and,  taking 
him  by  the  hand, — <<My  dear  friend,  Mr 
A-*—,"  said  he  **  I  am  rejoiced  to  see  you. 
How  Idlig  have  you  been  come  from  abroad  ? 
How  did  you  leave  our  good  friends  the  Dutch! 
The  king  of  Pifpssia  don't  think  of  another 
war,  ehl  He's  a  great  king!  a  great  con- 
queror !  a  veiv  great  conqueror  1  Your  Alex- 
anders and  Hannibals  were  nothing  at  all  to 
him,  sir— corporals,  drummers !  dross  !  mere 
trash— ^lamn'd  trash,  heh  1"  His  grace  being 
by  this  time  out  of  breath,  my  uncle  took  the 
opportunity  to  tell  him  he  had  not  been  out 
of  England,  that  his  name  was  Bramble,  and 
that  he  had  the  honour  to  sit  in  the  last  par- 
liament but  one  of  the  late  king,  as  repre- 
sentative for  the  borough  of  Dymkvmraig. 
«  Odso !"  cried  the  duke,  *'  I  remember  you 
perfectly  well,  my  dear  Mr  Bramble— you  was 
always  a  good  and  loyal  subject— -a  staunch 
friend  to  administration — ^I  made  your  brother 
an  Irish  bishop—"  "  Pardon  me,  my  lord," 
•aid  the  squire,  "  I  once  had  a  brother,  but 
he  was  a  captain  in  the  army — ^"  '*  Ha !" 
said  his  grace,  <*  he  was  so— he  mtss  indeed : 
but  who  was  the  bishop  theni     Bishop 


Blackbeny — sure  it  was  Bishop  Blackberry 
— ^perhaps  some  relation  of  yours — "  '<  Very 
like,  my  lord,"  replied  my  uncle,  **  the  black- 
berry is  the  firuit  of  the  bramble — bat  I  be- 
lieve the  bishop  is  not  a  berry  of  our  bush—" 
**  No  more  he  is,  no  more  he  is,  ha,  ha,  ha !" 
exclaimed  the  duke,  "  there  you  give  me  a 
scratch,  good  Mr  Bramble,  ha,  ha,  hal— 
well,  I  sbSdl  be  glad  to  see  you  at  Lincoln's- 
inn-fields — ^you  know  the  way — times  are 
altered.    Though  I  have  lost  the  power,  I 
retain   the  inclination— your  very  humble 
servant,  good  Mr  Blackberry."    So  saying, 
he  shov^  to  another  corner  of  the  room. 
'*What  a  fine  old  gentleman!"  cried  Mr 
Barton,  **  what  spirits !  what  a  memory !  he 
never  forgets  an  old  friend."    '*  He  does  me 
too  much  honour,"  observed  our  squire,  **  to 
rank  me  among  the  number.    Whilst  I  sat 
in  parliament,  I  never  voted  with  the  minis- 
try but  three  times,  when  my  conscience 
told  me  they  were  in  the  right ;  however,  if 
he  still  keeps  levee,  I  will  cany  my  nephew 
thither,  that  he  may  see  and  learn  to  avoid 
the  scene ;  for  I  think  an  English  gentleman 
never  appears  to  such  disadvantage  as  at 
the  levee  of  a  minister.    Of  his  grace  I  shall 
say  nothing  at  present,  but  that  for  thir^ 
years  he  was  the  constant  and  common  butt 
of  ridicule  and  execration.    He  was  gene* 
rally  laughed  at  as  an  ape  in  politics,  whose 
office  and  influence  served  only  to  render  his 
folly  the  more  notorious  ;  and  the  opposition 
cursed  him  as  the  indefatigable  drudge  of  a 
first  mover,  who  was  justly  styled  and  stig- 
matized as  the  father  of  corruption :  but  this 
ridiculous  ape,  this  venal  drudge,  no  sooner 
lost  the  places  he  was  so  ill  qualified  to  fill, 
and  unfurled  the  banners  of  nction,  than  he 
was  metamorphosed  into  a  pattern  of  public 
virtue ;  the  very  people  who  reviled  him  be- 
fore, now  extolled  him  to  the  skies,  as  a 
wise  experienced  statesman,  chief  pillar  of 
the  protestant  succession,  and  comer-stone 
of  English  liberty.    I  should  be  glad  to  know 
how  Mr  Barton  reconciles  these  contradic- 
tions, without  obliging  us  to  resign  all  title 
to  the  privileges  of  common  sense."    '*  My 
dear  sir,"  answered  Barton,  "I  don't  pretend 
to  justify  the  extravagancies  of  the  multitude, 
who*  I  suppose,  were  as  wild  in  their  former 
censure  as  in  their  present  praise ;  but  I  shall 
be  very  glad  to  attend  you  on  Thuieday  next 
to  his  grace's  levee,  where,  I  am  afiraid,  we 
shall  not  be  crowded  with  company  :.for,  yon 
know,  there's  a  wide  difiSsrence  between  his 
present  office  of  president  of  the  council,  and 
nis  former  post  of  first  lord  commissioner 
of  the  treasury." 

This  commui^cative  friend  having  aanoun> 
ced  all  the  remarkable  characters  of  both 
sexes  that  appeared  at  court,  we  resolved  to 
adjourn,  and  retired.  At  the  foot  of  the  stair- 
case there  was  a  crowd  of  lacqueys  and 
chairmen,  and  in  the  midst  of  tosm  stood 
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Humpoiy  Clinker,  exalted  upon  a  stool,  with 
his  hat  in  one  hand,  and  a  paper  in  the  other, 
in  the  act  of  holding  forth  to  the  people. 
Before  we  could  inquire  into  the  meaning  of 
this  exhibition,  he  perceived  his  master, 
thrust  the  paper  into  his  pocket,  descended 
firom  his  elevation,  bolted  through  the  crowd, 
uid  brought  up  the  carriage  to  the  gate. 

My  uncle  said  nothing  till  we  were  seated, 
when,  after  having  looked  at  me  earnestly 
for  some  time,  he  burst  out  a-laughing,  and 
asked  me  if  I  knew  upon  what  subject  Clink. 
er  was  holding  forth  to  the  mob:  *'  If,"  said 
he,  *'the  fellow  is  turned  mountebank,  I 
must  turn  him  out  of  my  service,  otherwise 
he'll  make  Merry  Andrews  of  us  all."  I 
observed,  that,  in  all  probability,  he  had 
studied  physic  under  his  master,  who  was  a 
farrier. 

At  dinner  the  squire  aslied  him  if  he  had 
ever  practised  physic?  "Yes,  an'  please 
▼our  honour,"  said  he, "  among  brute  beasts ; 
but  I  never  meddle  with  rational  creatures." 
**  1  know  not  whether  you  rank  in  that  class 
the  audience  you  was  haranguing  in  the  court 
at  St  James's,  but  I  should  be  glad  to  know 
what  kind  of  powders  you  was  distributing, 
and  whether  you  had  a  good  sale."  **  Sale, 
sir,"  cried  Clinker,  ^  I  hope  I  shall  never  be 
base  enough  to  sell  for  gold  and  silver,  what 
freely  comes  of  God's  grace.  I  distributed 
nothing,  an'  like  your  honour,  but  a  word  of 
advice  to  my  fellows  in  servitude  and  sin." 
"Advice!  concerning  whati"  ** Concern- 
ing profane  swearing,  an'  please  your  hon- 
our; so  horrid  and  shocking,  that  it  made 
my  hair  stand  on  end."  "  Nay,  if  thou  canst 
cure  them  of  that  disease,  I  snail  think  thee 
a  wonderfol  doctor,  indeed."  "Why  not 
cure  them,  my  good  master  ?  the  hearts  of 
those  poor  people  are  no(  so  stubborn  as  your 
honour  seems  to  think.  Make  them  first 
sensible  that  you  have  nothing  in  view  but 
their  good,  then  they  will  listen  with  patience, 
and  easily  be  convinced  of  the  sin  and  folly 
of  a  practice  that  atTords  neither  profit  nor 
pleasure."  At  this  remark  our  uncle  changed 
colour,  and  looked  round  the  company,  con- 
scious that  his  oum  toithert  were  not  alto^ 
getker  unwruM.  "  But,  Clinker,"  said  he, 
"if  you  should  have  eloquence  enough  to 
persuade  the  vulgar  to  resign  those  tropes 
and  figures  of  rhetoric,  there  will  be  little  or 
nothinfif  left  to  distinguish  their  conversation 
from  that  of  their  &tters."  .'"  But,  then, 
your  honoui  knows,  their  conversation  will 
be  void  of  offence,  and  at  the  day  of  judge- 
ment there  will  be  no  distinction  of  persons." 

Humphry  going  down  stairs  to  fetch  up  a 
bottle  of  wine,  my  uncle  congratulated  his 
sister  upon  having  such  a  ren>rmer  in  the 
family ;  when  Mrs  Tabitha  declared  he  was 
a  sober,  civilized  fellow,  very  respectfol,  and 
very  industrious ;  and  she  oelieved  a  good 
Christian  into  the  bargain.  One  would  think 
Cliidcer  most  really  lutve  some  very  extraor- 


dinaiy  talent  to  ingratiate  himself  in  this 
manner  with  a  virago  of  her  character,  so 
fortified  against  him  with  prejudice  and  re- 
sentment ;  but  the  truth  is,  since  the  adven- 
ture of  Salthill,  Mrs  Tabby  seems  to  be  en- 
tirely changed.  She  has  left  off  scolding 
the  servants,  an  exercise  which  was  grown 
habitual,  and  even  seemed  necessary  to  her 
constitution,  and  is  become  so  indifferent  to 
Chowder,  as  to  part  with  him  in  a  present 
to  Lady  Griskin,  who  proposes  to  bring  the 
breed  of  him  into  fashion.  Her  ladjvhip  is 
the  widow  of  Sir  Timothy  Griskin,  iiclistant 
relation  of  our  fiimily .  She  enjoys  a  jointure 
of  five  hundred  pounds  a-year,  and  makes 
shift  to  spend  three  times  that  sum.  Her 
character,  before  marriage,  was  a  little  equi- 
vocal, but  at  present  she  lives  in  the  hon  toih 
keeps  card  tables,  ^ives  private  suppers  to 
select  friends,  and  is  visited  by  persons  of 
the  first  fashion.  She  has  been  remarkably 
civil  to  us  all,  and  cultivates  my  uncle  with 
the  most  particular  regard  ;  but  the  more  she 
strokes  him,  the  more  his  bristles  seem  % 
rise.  To  her  compliments  he  makes  very 
laconic  and  dry  returns.  T'other  day  she 
sent  us  a  pottle  of  fine  strawberries,  which 
he  did  not  receive  without  signs  of  disgust, 
muttering  from  the  ^neid,  Timeo  Danaoe 
et  dona  ferentes.  She  has  twice  called  for 
liddv,  of  a  forenoon,  to  take  an  airing  in  the 
coach ;  but  Mrs  Tabby  was  always  so  ale|{t 
(I  suppose  by  his  direction),  that  she  never 
could  have  the  niece  without  the  aunt's  com- 
pany. I  have  endeavoured  to  sound  Square- 
toes  on  this  subject,  but  he  carefully  avoids 
all  explanation.  ^ 

I  have  now,  dear  Phillips,  filled  a  whole 
sheet ;  and,  if  you  have  read  it  to  an  end,  I 
dare  say  you  are  as  tired  as  your  humble  ser- 
vant, J.  MELFORD. 

Londovu  June  2. 


To  Doctor  Lmvis. 

Yes,  Doctor,  I  have  seen  the  British  Mu- 
seum, which  is  a  noble  collection,  and  even 
stupendous,  i(  we  consider  it  was  made  by  a 
private  man,  a  physician,  who  was  obliged 
to  make  his  own  fortune  at  the  same  time  % 
but,  great  as  the  collection  is,  it  would  ap- 
pear more  striking  if  it  was  arranged  in  one 
spacious  saloon,  instead  of  being  divided 
into  different  departments,  which  it  does  not 
entirely  fiU.  I  could  wish  the  series  of  me- 
dals was  connected,  and  the  whole  of  the 
animal,  vegetable,  and  mineral  kingdoms 
completed,  by  adding  to  each,  at  the  public 
expense,  those  articles  that  are  wanting.  It 
would  likewise  be  a  great  improvement,  with 
respect  to  the  library,  if  the  deficiencies  were 
made  up  by  purchasing  all  the  books  of  cha- 
racter that  are  not  to  be  found  alreadjr  in  the 
collection.  They  might  be  classed  in  cen- 
turies, according  to  the  dates  of  their  puhli- 
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cation,  and  catalogoea  printed  of  them  and 
the  manoecripta,  ror  the  information  of  those 
that  want  to  commit  or  compile  from  aoch 
anthoritiea.  I  could  alao  wiah,  for  the  hon* 
our  of  the  nation,  that  there  was  a  complete 
apparatus  for  a  course  of  mathematicst  me- 
chanics, and  experimental  philosophy ;  and 
a  ffood  salary  settled  upon  an  able  professor, 
who  should  give  regular  lectures  on  these 
■ubmcts. 

But  this  is  all  idle  speculation,  which  wiO 
never  lie  reduced  to  practice.  Considering 
the  temper  of  the  times,  it  is  a  wonder  to  see 
any  institution  whatsoever  established  for 
the  benefit  of  the  public.  The  spirit  of  party 
is  risen  to  a  kind  of  frenzy,  unknown  to  for- 
mer  ages,  or  rather  degenerated  to  a  total 
extinction  of  honesty  and  candour.  You 
know  I  have  observed,  for  some  time,  that 
the  public  papers  are  become  the  infamous 
vehicles  of  the  most  cruel  and  perfidious  de- 
famation. Every  rancorous  knave,  every  des- 
perate incendiary,  that  can  affoid  to  spend 
nalf-a-crown  or  three  shillings,  may  skulk 
behind  the  press  of  a  newsmonger,  and  have 
a  stab  at  the  first  character  in  the  kingdom, 
without  running  the  least  hazard  of  detection 
or  punishment. 

I  have  made  acouaintance  with  a  Mr  Bar- 
ton, whom  Jerry  knew  at  Oxford ;  a  good 
sort  of  man,  though  most  ridiculously  warped 
ift  his  political  principles ;  but  his  partiality 
is  the  less  offensive,  as  it  never  appears  in 
the  style  of  scurrility  and  abuse.  He  is  a 
member  of  parliament,  and  a  retainer  to  the 
court;  and  bis  whole  conversation  turns  upon 
the  virtues  and  perfections  of  the  ministers 
who  are  his  patrons.  T'other  day,  when  he 
was  bedaubing  one  of  those  worthies  with 
the  most  fulsome  praise,  I  told  him  I  had 
seen  the  same  nobleman  characterized  very 
difibroi^y  in  one  of  the  daily  papers ;  in- 
deed, so  stigmatized,  that  if  one  hdf  of  what 
was  said  of  him  was  true,  he  must  be  not 
only  unfit  to  rule,  but  even  unfit  to  live; 
that  those  impeachments  had  been  repeated 
again  and  again,  with  the  addition  or  fresh 
matter ;  and  that,  as  he  had  taken  no  steps 
towards  his  own  vindication,  I  began  to  think 
there  was  some  foundation  for  the  charge. 
*<And  pray,  sir,"  said  Mr  Barton,  "what 
steps  would  you  have  him  take  ?  Suppose 
you  should  prosecute  the  publisher,  who 
screens  the  anonymous  accuser,  and  bring 
him  to  the  pilloiy  for  a  libel ;  this  is  so  far 
from  being  counted  a  punishment  m  terroremf 
that  it  wul  probably  make  his  fortune.  The 
multitude  immediately  take  him  into  their 
protection,  as  a  martvr  to  the  cause  of  de- 
fiunation,  which  they  have  always  espoused. 
They  pav  his  fine,  they  contribute  to  the  in- 
crease of  his  stock,  his  shop  is  crowded  with 
customers,  and  the  sale  of  his  paper  rises  in 
proportion  to  the  scandal  it  contains.  AH 
this  time  the  prosecutor  is  inveighed  against 
as  ft  tyrant  and  opprowr»  for  having  cnosen 


to  proceed  by  the  way  of  information,  which 
is  oeemed  a  grievance :  but  if  he  lays  an  ac- 
tion for  damages,  he  most  prove  the  damage ; 
and  I  leave  you  to  judge,  whether  a  gentle, 
man's  character  may  not  be  brought  into 
contempt,  and  all  his  views  in  life  blasted  i^ 
calumny,  without  his  being  able  to  specify 
the  particulars  of  the  damage  he  has  sus* 
tained.  .  . 

*'  This  spirit  of  defamation  is  a  kind  ofNL 
heresy,  that  thrives  under  persecution.    The  j 
libertff  of  the  press  is  a  term  of  great  eflEica-  ' 
cy ;  and,  like  tliat  of  the  protestant  religumf 
has  often  served  the  purposes  of  sedition.  A 
minister,  therefore,  must  arm  himself  with 
patience,  and  bear  those  attacks  without  re- 
pining*    Whatever  mischief  they  may  do  in 
other  respects,  they  certainly  contribute,  in 
one  particul|ir,  to  the  advantage  of  govern- 
ment ;  for  those  .defamatory  articles  have 
multiplied  papers  in  such  a  manner,  and  aug- 
mented their  sale  to  such  a  degree,  that  tSe 
dutv  upon  stamps  and  advertisements  has 
made  a  very  considerable  addition  to  the  re- 
venue." Certain  it  is,  a  gentleman's  honour 
is  a  very  delicate  subject  to  be  handled  by  a 
jury,  composed  of  men  who  cannot  be  sup- 
posed remarkable  either  for  sentiment  or  im- 
partiality.   In  such  a  case,  indeed,  the  de- 
fendant is  tried,  not  only  bv  his  peers,  but 
also  by  his  party ;  and  I  really  think  that,  of 
all  patriots,  he  is  the  most  resolute,  who  ex^ 
poses  himself  to  such  detraction  for  the  sake 
of  his  country.    If,  from  the  ignorance  or 
partiality  of  juries,  a  gentleman  can  have  no 
redress  from  law  for  l^ing  defiimed  in  a  pam- 
phlet or  newspaper,  I  know  but  one  other 
method  of  proceeding  against  the  publisher, 
which  is  attended  with  some  risk,  but  has 
been  practised  successfully,  more  than  once, 
in  my  remembrance.    A  regiment  of  horse 
was  represented,  in  one  of  the  newspaperSf 
as  having  misbehaved  at  Dettingen ;  a  cap- 
tain of  UHLt  re^ment  broke  the  publisher's 
bones,  telling  him,  at  the  same  time,  if  he 
went  to  law,  he  should  certainly  have  the 
like  salotation  from  everv  officer  of  the  corps. 
Governor  — i—  took  the  same  satisfaction 
on  the  ribs  of  an  author,  iriin  traduced  him  by 
name  in  a  periodical  paper.    I  know  a  low 
follow  of  the  same  class,  who,  being  turned 
out  of  Venice  for  his  impudence  and  scurrili- 
ty, retired  to  Lugano,  a  town  of  the  Orisons 
(a  free  people,  (£>d  wot),  where  he  found  a 
printing-press,  firom  whence  he  squirted  his 
filth  at  some  respectable  characters  in  the 
republic  which  he  had  been  obliged  to  aban- 
don.   Some  of  these,  finding  him  out  of  the 
reach  of  l^al  chastisement,  emploved  cer- 
tain ttsefol  instruments,  such  as  may  be  found 
in  all  countries,  to  give  him  the  bastinado ; 
which  being  repeated  more  than  once,  eftc- 
tually  stopped  the  current  of  his  abuse. 

*•  As  for  the  liberty  of  the  press,  like  eveiy 
other  privileffe,  it  must  be  restrained  withm 
certain  bounds,  for,  if  it  is  carried  to  a  breadi 
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of  law,  religion,  and  charity,  it  becomes  one 
of  tfa«  ^atest  evils  that  ever  annoyed  a 
community.  If  the  lowest  ruflSan  may  stab 
your  good  name  with  impunity  in  England, 
will  you  be  so  uncandid  as  to  exclaim  against 
Italy  for  the  practice  of  common  assassina- 
tion 1  To  what  purpose  is  our  property 
secured,  if  our  moral  character  is  left  de- 
fenceless ?  People,  thus  baited,  grow  despe- 
rate ;  and  the  despair  of  being  able  to  preserve 
one's  character  untainted  by  such  vermin, 
produces  a  total  neglect  of  fame;  so  that 
one  of  the  chief  incitements  to  the  practice 
of  virtue  is  effectuaUy  destroyed." 

Mr  Barton's  last  consideration,  respecting 
the  stamp  duty,  is  equally  wise  and  laudable 
with  another  maxim  which  has  been  long 
adopted  by  our  financiers, /lamely,  to  connive 
at  drunkenness,  riot,  and  dissipation,  because 
they  enhance  the  receipt  of  the  excise ;  not 
reflecting  that,  in  providing  this  temporary 
convenience,  they  are  destroying  the  morals, 
health,  and  industry  of  the  people.  Not-* 
withstanding  my  contempt  ior  those  who 
flatter  a  minister,  I  think  there  is  something 
stiil  more  despicable  in  flattering  a  mob. 
When  I  see  a  man  of  birth,  education  and 
fortune,  put  himself  on  a  level  with  the  dregs 
of  the  people,  mingle  with  low  mechanics,  feed 
with  them  at  the  same  board,  and  drink  with 
them  in  the  same  cup,  flatter  their  prejudices, 
harangue  in  praise  of  their  virtues,  ^pose 
himself  to  the  belchings  of  their  beer,  the 
fumes  of  their  tobacco,  the  grossness  of  their 
familiarity,  and  the  impertinence  of  their 
conversation,  I  cannot  help  despising  him  as 
a  man  guilty  of  the  vilest  prostitution,  in  or- 
der to  efiect  a  purpose  equally  selfish  and  il- 
liberal. 

I  should  renounce  politics  the  more  will- 
ingly, if  I  could  find  other -topics  of  conver- 
sation discussed  with  more  modesty  and 
candour :  but  the  demon  of  party  seems  to 
have  usurped  every  department  of  life.  Even 
the  world  of  l^^terature  and  taste  is  divided 
into  the  most  virulent  factions,  which  revile, 
decry  and  traduce  the  works  of  one  another. 
Yesterday  I  went  to  return  an  afternoon's 
visit  to  a  gentleman  of  my  acquaintance,  at 
whose  house  I  found  one  of  the  authors  of 
the  present  age,  who  has  written  with  some 
success.  As  I  had  read  one  or  two  of  his 
performances,  which  gave  me  pleasure,  I 
was  glad  of  this  opportunity  to  know  his  per- 
son :  but  his  discourse  and  deportment  de- 
stroyed all  the  impressions  which  his  wri- 
tings had  made  in  his  favour.  He  took  upon 
him  to  decide  dogmatically  upon  every  sub- 
.  ject,  without  deigning  to  show  the  least 
cause  for  his  differing  from  the  general 
opinions  of  mankind,  as  if  it  had  been  our 
duty  to  acquiesce  in  the  ipse  dixit  of  this 
new  Pythaeoras.  He  rejudged  the  charac- 
ters o/^all  ue  principal  authors  who  had  died 
within  a  century  of  the  present  time ;  and  in 


this  revision,  paid  no  sort  of  regard  to  the 
reputation  they  had  acquired.  Milton  was 
harsh  and  prosaic ;  Dryden,  languid  and  ver- 
bose; Butler  and  Swift,  without  humour; 
Congreve,  without  wit ;  and  Pope  destitute 
of  any  sort  of  poetical  merit.  As  for  his 
contemporaries,  ne  could  not  bear  to  hear 
one  of  them  mentioned  with  any  degree  of 
applause :  they  were  all  dunces,  pedants, 
pla^aries,  quacks  and  imposters;  and  you 
could  not  name  a  single  performance,  but 
what  was  tame,  stupid,  and  insipid.  R  must 
be  owned,  that  this  writer  had  nothing  to 
charge  his  conscience  with  on  the  side  of 
flattery;  for,  I  understand,  he  was  never 
known  to  praise  one  line  that  was  written 
even  by  those  with  whom  he  lived  in  terms 
of  good  fellowship.  This  arrogance  and  pre- 
sumption, in  depreciating  authors,  for  whose 
reputation  the  company  may  be  interested, 
is  such  an  insult  upon  the  understanding,  as 
I  could  not  bear  without  wincing. 

I  desired  to  know  his  reasons  for  decrying 
some  works  which  had  afforded  me  uncom- 
mon pleasure ;  and  as  demonstration  did  not 
seem  to  be  his  talent,  I  dissented  from  his 
opinion  with  great  freedom.  Having  been 
spoiled  by  the  deference  and  humility  of  his 
hearers,  he  did  not  bear  contradiction  with 
much  temper;  and  the  dispute  might  have 
grown  warm,  had  it  not  been  interrupted  by 
the  entrance  of  a  rival  bard,  at  whose  a]l- 
pearance  he  always  quits  the  place.  They 
are  of  different  cabals,  and  have  been  at  open 
war  t^ese  twenty  }[ears.  If  the  other  ^w  ^ 
dofifmatical,  this^nius  wa!b  declamatory ;  Ite 
did  not  discourse,  but  harangue ;  and  his 
orations  were  equally  tedious  and  turgid. 
He,  too,  pronounced  ex  cathedra  upon  the 
characters  of  his  contempoi^ries ;  and  though 
he  scruples  not  to  deal  out  praise,  even 
lavishly,  to  the  lowest  reptile  in  GrulK^reet, 
who  will  either  flatter  nim  in  private,  or 
mount  the  public  rostrum  as  his  panegyrist, 
he  damns  all  the  other  writers  of  the  age 
with  the  utmost  insolence  and  rancour.  One^ 
is  a  blunderbuss,  as  being  a  native  of  Ire-  >-  ^ 
land ;  another  a  half-starved  louse  of  litera- 
ture from  the  banks  of  the  Tweed ;  a  third, 
an  ass,  because  he  enjoys  a  pension  from 
government ;  a  fourth,  the  very  angel  of  dull- 
ness, because  he  succeeded  in  a  species  of 
writing  in  which  this  Aristarchus  had  failed ; 
a  fifth,  who  presumed  to  make  strictures 
upon  one  of  his  performances,  he  holds  as  a 
bug  in  criticism,  whose  stench  is  more  oflRbn- 
sive  than  his  stin^.  In  short,  except  him- 
self and  his  myrmidons,  there  is  not  a  man 
of  learning  or  genius  in  the  throe  kingdoms. 
As  for  the  success  of  those  who  have  writ- 
ten without  the  pale  of  the  confederacy,  he 
imputes  it  entirely  to  want  of  taste  in  the 
puolic ;  not  considering  that,  to  the  appro- 
bation  of  that  very  tasteless  public  he  him- 
self owes  all  the  consequence  he  has  in  Ufe. 
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Those  originals  are  not  fit  for  cooveraa- 
tion.    If  they  would  maintain  the  advantage 
they  had  gained  by  their  writing,  they  should 
never  appear  but  upon  paper.    For  my  part, 
I  am  shocked  to  find  a  man  have  sublime 
ideas  in  his  head,  and  nothing  but  illiberal 
sentiments  in  his  heart.    The  human  soul 
will  generally  be  found  most  defective  in  the 
article  of  candour.    I  am  inclined  to  think 
no  mind  was  ever  wholly  exempt  from  envy, 
whiclu  perhaps,  ma^  have  been  implanted 
as  an  instinct  essential  to  our  nature.    I  am 
afraid  we  sometimes  palliate  this  vice,  under 
the  specious  name  of  emulation.    I  have 
known  a  person  remarkably  generous,  hu- 
mane, moderate,  and  apparently  self-deny- 
ing,  who  could  not  hear  even  a  friend  com- 
mended, without  betraying  marks  of  uneasi- 
ness, as  if  that  commendation  had  implied 
an  odious  comparisot  to  his  prejudice,  and 
every  wreath  of  praise  added  to  the  other's 
character  was  a  garland  plucked  from  his 
own  temples.    This  is  a  malignant  species 
of  jealousy,  of  which  I  stand   acquitted  in 
my  own  conscience.     Whether  it  is  a  vice 
or  an  infirmity,  I  leave  you  to  inquire. 

There  is  another  point,  which  I  would 
much  rather  see  determined ;  whether  the 
WfiM  was  always  as  contemptible  as  it  ap- 
pears to  me  at  present?  If  the  morals  of 
mankind  have  not  contracted  an  extraordi- 
nary degree  of  depravity  within  these  thirty 
years,  then  must  I  be  infected  with  the  com- 
mon vice  of  old  men,  difficilis,  quertdust 
,  laudator  tem^oris  acti ;  or,  which  is  more 
probable,  the  imjfetuous  pursuits  and  avoca- 
tions of  youth  have  formerly  hindered  me 
from  observing  those  rotten  parts  of  human 
nature,  which  now  appear  so  offensively  to 
my  observation. ' 

We  have  been  at  court  and  'change,  and 
ever^here;  and  evervwhere  we  find  food 
for  spleen,  and  subject  ior  ridicule.  My  new 
servant,  Humphry  Clinker,  turns  out  a 
great  original;  and  Tabby  is  a  changed 
creature:  she  has  parted  with  Chowder, 
and  does  nothing  but  smile,  like  Malvolio  in 
the  play.  PU  be  hanged  if  she  is  not  acting 
a  pcurt  which  is  not  natural  to  her  disposi- 
tion, for  some  purpose  which  I  have  not  yet 
discovered. 

With  respect  to  the  characters  of  man. 
kind,  my  curiosity  is  quite  satisfied :  I  have 
done  with  the  science  of  men,  and  must  now 
endeavour  to  amuse  myself  with  the  novelty 
of  things.  I  am,  at  present,  by  a  violent 
effort  m  the  mind,  forced  from  my  natural 
bias  ;  but  this  power  ceasing  to  act,  I  shall 
return  to  my  solitude  with  double  velocity. 
Every  thing  I  see,  and  hear,  and  feel,  in  this 
grreat  reservoir  of  folly,  knavery,  and  sophis- 
tication, contributes  to  enhance  the  value  of 
a  countiy  life,  in  the  sentiments  of  yours, 
always,  MATT.  BRAMBLE. 

Londont  June  2. 


To  Mbs  Mart  Jovks,  at  Beamblbtos- 

Hall. 

Dbar  Mollt  Jones, — Lady  Griskin's  bot* 
ler,  Mr  Crumb,  having  got  Squire  Ballon  to 
frank  me  a  ktver,  I  would  not  neglect  to  let 
you  know  how  it  is  with  me,  and  the  rest  of 
the  family.  I  could  not  rite  by  John  Thomas, 
for  because  he  went  away  in  a  huff*,  at  a  min- 
ute's warning.  He  and  Chowder  could  not 
agree,  so  they  fitt  upon  the  road,  and  Chow- 
der bit  his  thumb,  and  he  swore  he  would  do 
him  a  mischief,  and  he  spQke  saucy  to  mis- 
tress, whereby  the  squire  tm-ned  him  ofi^  in 
gudgeon ;  and  by  Grod's  providence  we 
pickfd  up  another  footman,  called  Umphry 
Klinkcr, — a  good  jBole  as  ever  broke  bread ; 
which  shows,  that  a  scalded  cat  may  prove 
a  good  mouser,  and  a  hound  be  staunch, 
thof  he  has  got  narro  hare  on  his  buttocks ; 
but  the  proudest  nose  may  be  bro't  baor  to  the 
grindstone  by  sickness  and  misfortunes. 

0  Molly !  what  shall  I  say  of  London  ? 
All  the  towns  that  ever  I  beheld  in  my  bom 
days  are  no  more  than  Welsh  barrows  and* 
crumblecks  to  this  wonderfbl  sitty !  Even 
Bath  itself  is  but  a  fillitch.  In  the  name  of 
God,  one  would  think  there's  no  end  of  the 
streets,  but  the  land's  end.  Then  there's 
such  a  power  of  people,  going  hurry  skurry  ! 
Such  a  racket  of  coxes !  Such  a  noise  and  a 
hali-6alloo  \  So  many  strange  sites  to  be  seen ! 
O  gracious  !  ray  poor  Welsh  brain  has  been 
spinning  like  a  top  ever  since  I  came  hither  ! 
And  I  have  seen  the  park,  and  the  paleassof 
Saint  Gimses,  and  the  kings  and  the  queens 
magisterial  pursing,  and  the  sweet  young 
princes,  and  the  hilly fents,  and  pye-bald-ass, 
and  all  the  rest  of  the  royal  family. 

Last  week  I  went  with  mistress  to  the 
tower,  to  see  the  crowns  and  wild  beastis  | 
and  there  was  a  monstracious  lion,  witb 
teeth  half  a  quarter  long ;  and  a  gentleman 
bid  me  not  go  near  him,  if  I  was'nt  a  maid ; 
being  a»  how  he  would  roar,  and  tear,  and 
play  the  dickens.  Now  1  had  no  mind  to 
go  near  him ;  for  I  cannot  abide  such  dan- 
gerous honey  mils,  not  LsBut  mistress  would 
go ;  and  the  beast  kept  stith  a  roaring  and 
bouncing,  that  I  tho't  he  would  a  broke  his 
cage,  and  devoured  us  all ;  and  the  gentle^ 
man  tittered  forsooth ;  but  I'll  go  to  death 
upon  it,  I  will,  that  my  lady  is  as  good  a 
firchen  as  the  child  unborn;  and  therefore 
either  the  gentleman  told  a  phib,  or  the  lioa 
oft  to  be  set  in  the  stocks  for  bearing  false 
witness  again  bis  neighbour ;  for  the  com- 
mandment sayeth,  Thmt  shalt  not  bearftUe 
witness  again  thy  neighbour, 

1  was  afterwards  of  a  party  at  Sadler's 
Wells,  where  I  saw  another  such  iumbling 
arfd  dancing  upon  ropes  and  wires,  that  1 
was  frightened,  and  ready  to  go  into  a  fit.  I 
thought  it  was  all  enchantment ;  and  believ- 
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in^  myself  bewitched,^  beff&n  for  to  cry. 
You  knows  u  bow  the  witdies  in  Wales  fly 
upon  broomsticks ;  but  bere  was  flying  with- 
out any  broomstick,  or  thin^  in  the  varsal 
world,  and  firing  of  pistols  m  the  air,  and 
blowing  of  trumpets,  and  swinging,  and  roll- 
ing of  wheel-barrows  upon  a  wire  (God  bliss 
Bs !)  no  thicker  than  a  sewing  thread ;  that, 
to  be  sure,  they  must  deal  wiQi  the  devil.  A 
fine  gentleman  with  a  pig's  tail,  and  a  golden 
sord  by  his  side,  came  to  comfit  me,  and 
oflered  for  to  treat  me  with  a  pint  of  wind ; 
but  1  would  not  stay;  and  so  in  going 
through  the  dark  passage,  he  began  to  show 
his  cloven  Mt,  and  went  for  to  be  rude ;  my 
fellow-servant,  Umphry  Klinker  bid  him  to 
be  sivil,  and  be  gave  the  young  man  a  dowse  in 
the  chops ;  but,  i'fackins,  Mr  Klinker  wa'n't 
long  in  his  debt;  with  a  good  oaken  sapling  he 
dusted  has  doublet,  fi)r  Si  his  golden  cheese- 
toaster  ;  and  fipping  me  under  his  arm,  car- 
tied  me  huom,  1  nose  not  how,  being  I  was 
in  such  a  flustration.  But,  thank  Gm  !  Fm 
now  vaned  from  all  such  vanities ;  for  what 
are  all  those  rarities  and  vagaries  to  the  glo- 
ries that  shall  be  revealed  hereafter!  O 
Molly  !  let  not  your  poor  heart  be  puflfed  up 
with  vanity. 

I  had  almost  foigot  to  tell  you,  that  I  have 
had  my  hair  cut  and  pippered,  and  singed, 
and  bolstered,  and  buckled  in  the  newest 
ftsbion,  by  a  French  freezer — Parley  vow 
Francey — Vee  Madnunuell^^l  now  carries 
my  head  higher  than  arrow  private  gentle- 
woman of  Vales.  Last  ni^t,  coming  huom 
from  the  meeting,  I  was  taken,  bv  lamp  li^t, 
for  an  eminent  poulterer's  daughter,  a  great 
beauty — ^but,  as  I  was  BXfing,  this  is  aS  va- 
nity and  vexation  of  spirit.  The  pleasures 
of  London  are  no  better  than  sower  whey 
and  stale  cider,  when  compared  to  the  joys 
of  the  New  Gerusalem. 

Dear  MtLYj  Jones !  An'  please  God,  when 
I  return  I'll  bring  you  a  new  cap,  with  a 
turky-shell  coom,  and  a  pye-house  sermon, 
that  was  preached  in  the  tabernacte ;  and  I 
pray  of  all  love,  you  will  mind  your  vriting 
and  your  spelling ;  for,  craving  your  pardon, 
Molly,  it  made  me  suet  to  dtsseyfler  your 
last  scrabble,  which  was  delivered  by  the 
hind  at  Bath.  O,  voman  I  voman !  ir  thou 
hadst  but  the  least  consumption  of  what 
pleasure  we  scullers  have,  when  we  can 
cunster  the  carbbidst  buck  off  hand,  and 
spell  the  ethnitch  vords,  without  looking  at 
the  primmer.  As  for  Mr  Klinker,  he  is  quali- 
fied  to  be  clerk  to  a  parish— 4rat  I'll  say  no 
more.  Remember  me  to  Saul— poor  sole ! 
it  goes  to  my  hart  to  think  she  don't  yet 
know  her  letters.  But  all  in  God's  good 
time.  It  sfiall  go  hard,  but  I  will  bring  her 
the  ABC  in  ^ngerbread ;  and^that,  you  nose, 
will  be  leammg  to  her  taste. 

Bfistress  says  we  are  going  a  long  gnmey 
to  the  north ;  but«  go  where  we  will,  luiall  ever 


be,  dear  Mary  Jones,  yours,  with  true  infec- 
tion, WIN.  JENKINS. 
London^  June  3. 


To  Sib  Watkih  Phillips,  BioiT.  of  Jssve 

COLLKOB,  OZON 

Dbab  Wat. — ^I  mentioned  in  my  last, 
my  uncle's  design  of  going  to  the  Duke  of 
N 's  levee,  which  design  has  been  exe- 
cuted accordingly.  His  grace  has  been  so 
long  accustomeo  to  this  kind  of  homage, 
that,  though  the  place  he  now  fills  does  not 
imply  the  tenth  part  of  the  infiuence  which 
he  exerted  in  his  former  office,  he  has  given 
his  firioids  to  understand,  that  they  cannot 
oblige  him  in  any  thing  more  than  in  contri- 
buting to  support  the  shadow  of  that  power 
which  he  no  longer  retains  in  substance ;  and 
therefore  he  has  still  public  days,  on  which 
they  appear  at  his  levee. 

My  uncle  and  I  went  thither  with  Mr  Bar- 
ton, who,  being  one  of  the  Duke's  adherents, 
undertook  to  be  our  introducer.  The  room 
was  pretty  well  filled  with  people,  in  a  great 
variety  of  dress ;  but  there  was  no  more  than 
one  gown  and  cassoc,  though  I  am  told  his 
grace  had,  while  he  was  minister,  preferred 
almost  every  individual  that  now  filled  the 
bench  of  bishops  in  the  house  of  lords ;  but, 
in  all  probabili^,  the  gratitude  of  the  clergy 
is  like  their  charity,  which  shuns  the  light. 
Mr  Barton  was  immediately  accosted  by  a 
person  well  stricken  in  years,  tall  and  raw- 
boned,  with  a  hook-nose  and  an  arch  leer, 
that  indicated  at  least  as  much  cunning  as 
sagacity.  Our  conductor  saluted  him  by  the 
name  of  Captain  C  ,  and  afterwards  in- 
formed us  he  was  a  man  of  shrewd  parts, 


whom  the  government  occasionally  employed 
in  secret  services ;  but  I  have  had  the  Jiisto- 

Sof  him  more  at  large  from  another  quarter, 
e  had  been,  many  years  ago,  concerned  in 
fraudulent  practices,  as  a  merchant  in  France ; 
and,  being  convicted  of  some  of  them,  was 
sent  to  the  galleys,  firom  whence  he  was  de- 
livered, by  the  interest  of  the  Jate  Duke  of 
Ormond,  to  whom  he  had  recommended  him- 
self, in  a  letter,  as  his  namesake  and  relation. 
He  was,  in  the  sequel,  employed  by  our 
ministry  as  a  spy ;  and,  in  the  war  of  1740, 
traversed  all  Spain,  as  well  as  France,  in  the 
disguise  of  a  capuchin,  at  the  extreme  hazard 
of  his  life,  inasmuch  as  the  court  of  Madrid 
had  actually  got  scent  of  him,  and  given  or- 
ders to  apprehend  him  at  St  Sebastian's, 
firom  whence  he  had  fortunately  retired  but 
a  few  hours  before  the  order  arrived.  This 
and  other  hair-breadth  'scapes  he  pleaded  so 
effectually  as  a  merit  with  the  English  min- 
istry, that  they  allowed  him  a  comfortable 
pension,  which  he  now  enjoys  in  his  old  age. 
He  has  still  access  to  all  the  ministers,  and 
is  said  to  be  consulted  by  Ihem  on  many  sub- 
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jects,  as  a  man  of  uncommon  understanding 
and  great  experience.  He  is,  in  fact,  a  fel- 
low of  some  parts,  and  invincible  assurance ; 
and,  in  his  discourse,  he  assumes  such  an  air 
of  self-sufficiency,  as  may  very  well  impose 
upon  some  of  the  shallow  politicians  who 
now  labour  at  the  helm  of  administration. 
But,  if  he  is  not  belied,  this  is  not  the  only 
imposture  of  which  he  is  guilty.  Ther  say 
he  is  at  bottom  not  only  a  Roman  Catholic, 
but  really  a  priest ;  and,  while  he  pretends 
to  Asclose  to  our  state-pilots  all  the  springs 
that  move  the  cabinet  of  Versailles,  he  is 
actually  picking  up  intelligence  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  French  minister.  Be  that  as  it 
may,  Captain  C entered  into  conversa- 
tion with  us  in  the  most  &miliar  manner, 
and  treated  the  duke's  character  without 
any  ceremony.  "  This  wiseacre,"  said  he, 
*'  is  still  a-bed ;  and,  I  think,  the  best  thing 
he  can  do  is  to  sleep  on  till  Christmas ;  for 
when  he  ^ts  up,  he  does  nothing  but  expose 
his  own  folly.  Since  Grenville  was  turned 
out,  there  has  been  no  minister  in  this  nation 
worth  the  meal  that  whitened  his  periwig. 
They  are  so  i^orant,  they  scarce  know  a 
crab  from  a  cauliflower ;  and  then  they  are  such 
dunces,  that  there's  no  making  them  com- 
prehend the  plainest  proposition.  In  the  be-« 
ginning  of  the  war,  this  poor  half-witted  crea- 
ture told  me,  in  a  great  fright,  that  thirty 
thousand  French  had  marched  from  Arcadia 
to  Cape  Breton.  **  Where  did  they  find 
transports  ?"  said  L  ''  Transports !''  said 
he,  **l  tell  you  they  marched  by  land — " 
**  By  land,  to  the  island  of  Cape  Breton  !" 
**  What !  is  Cape  Breton  an  island  1"  "  Cer- 
tainly." **Hah!  are  you  sure  of  thati" 
When  I  pointed  it  out  on  the  map,  he 
examined  it  earnestly  with  his  spectacles ; 
then  taking  me  in  his  anns,  **  My  dear 
C— — !"  cried  he,  "you  always  bring  us 
good  news— egad,  I'll  go  directly  and  tell 
tne  king  that  Cape  Breton  is  an  island." 

He  seemed  disposed  to  entertain  us  with 
more  anecdotes  of  this  nature,  at  the  expence 
of  his  grace,  when  he  was  interrupted  by  the 
arrival  of  t^  Algerine  ambassador,  a  vene- 
rable Turk,  with  a  long  white  beard,  at- 
tended by  his  draeoman  or  interpreter,  and 
another  officer  of  his  household,  who  had  got 
no  stockings  to  his  legs.  Captain  C— 
immediately  spoke,  with  an  air  of  authority, 
to  a  servant  in  waiting,  bidding  him  go  and 
tell  the  duke  to  rise,  as  there  was  a  mat 
deal  of  company  come,  and,  among  others, 
the  ambassador  from  Algiers.  Then,  turn- 
ing to  us, — "This  poor  Turk,"  said  he, 
"notwithstanding  his  grey  beard,  is  a  green 
horn.  He  has  been  several  years  resident  at 
London,  and  still  is  ignorant  of  our  political 
revolutions.  This  visit  is  intended  for  the 
prime  minister  of  Enirland ;  but  you'll  see 
how  this  wise  duke  wiu  receive  it  as  a  mark 
of  attaphment  to  his  own  person."    Certain 


it  is,  the  duke  seemed  eager  to  acknowledge 
the  compliment.  A  door  openinfir,  he  sud- 
denly bolted  out,  with  a  shaving  cloth  under 
his  chin,  his  face  frothed  up  to  the  eyes  with 
soap  lather;  and,  running  up  to  the  am- 
bassador, grinned  hideous  in  his  &oe, — "  My 
dear  Mahomet,"  said  he,  "God  love  your 
long  beard ;  I  hope  the  dey  will  make  you  a 
horse-tail  at  the  next  promotion,  ha,  ha,  ha ! 
Have  but  a  moment's  patience,  and  I'll  send 
to  you  in  a  twinkling."  So  saving,  he  re- 
treated into  his  den,  leaving  the  Turk  in 
some  confusion.  After  a  short  pause,  how- 
ever, he  said  something  to  his  interpreter, 
the  meaning  of  which  1  had  great  curiosity 
to  know,  as  he  turned  up  his  eyes  while  he 
spoke,  expressing  astonishment  mixed  with 
devotion.  We  were  gratified  by  mealis  of 
the  communicative  Captain  C ,  who  con- 
versed with  the  dragoman  as  an  old  acquaint- 
ance. Ibrahim,  the  ambassador,  who  had 
mistaken  his  grace  for  the  minister's  fool, 
was  no  sooner  undeceived  by  the  interpreter, 
than  he  exclaimed  to  this  effect — "Holy 
prophet!  I  don't  wonder  that  this  nation 
prospers,  seeing  it  is  ^vemed  by  the  coun- 
cil of  idiots ;  a  species  of  men,  whom  all 
good  musselmen  revere  as  the  organs  of  im- 
mediate inspiration  !"  Ibrahim  was  favoured 
with  a  particular  audience  of  short  duration ; 
after  which  the  duke  conducted  him  to  the 
door,  and  then  returned  to  diffiise  his  ^cious 
looks  among  the  crowd  of  his  worshippers. 

As  Mr  Barton  advanced  to  present  me  to 
his  grace,  it  was  my  fortune  to  attract  his 
notice  before  I  was  announced*  He  forth- 
with met  me  more  than  half  way,  and,  seiz- 
ing me  by  the  hand,  "  My  dear  Sir  Francis !" 
cned  he,  "  this  is  so  kind — I  vow  to  Gad !  I 
am  so  obliged—- such  attention  to  a  poor  bro- 
ken minister — ^well — ^pray,  when  does  your 
excellency  set  sail  ?  For  God's  sake,  have 
a  care  of  your  health,  and  eat  stewed  prunes 
in  the  passage.  Next  to  your  own  precious 
health,  pray,  my  dear  excellency,  take  care 
of  the  five  nations,  our  good  friends  the  five 
nations — ^the  Torryrories,  the  Maccolmacks, 
the  Out-o'the-ways,  the  Crickets,  and  the 
Kickshaws.  Let  'em  have  plenty  of  blan- 
kets, and  stinkubus,  and  wampum ;  and  your 
excellency  won't  fail  to  scour  the  kettle,  and 
boil  the  chain,  and  bury  the  tree,  and  plant 
the  hatchet^-ha,  ha,  ha!"  When  he  had 
uttered  this  rhapsody,  with  his  usual  preci- 
pitati6n,  Mr  Barton  ^ve  him  to  understandt 
that  I  was  neither  Sir  Francis,  nor  St  Fran- 
cis ;  but  simply  Mr  Melford,  nephew  to  Mr 
Bramble ;  who,  stepping  forward,  made  hi? 
bow  at  the  same  time.  "  Odso !  no  more  it 
is  Sir  Francis,"  said  this  wise  statesnian— 
"  Mr  Mel%rd,  I  am  glad  to  see  you — ^I  sent 
you  an  engillteer  to  fortify  your  doik — Mi 
Bramble— ^your  servant,  Mr  Bramble.  How 
d'ye,  good  Mr  Bramble?  Your  nephew  is 
a  pretty  young  fellow— &ith  and  troth  1  a 


1 


EXPEDITION  OP  HUMPHRY  CLINKER. 


S61 


< 


very  pretty  fellow.  His  father  is  my  old 
friend.  Ho^v  does  he  bold  it  ?  Still  troubled 
with  that  damn*d  disorder,  ha  V  **  No,  my 
lord,"  replied  my  uncle,  **  all  his  troubles  are 
over— -he  has  been  dead  these  fifteen  years." 
Dead!  how — ^yes,  faith!  now  I  remember: 
he  is  dead,  sure  enough.  Well,  and  how- 
does  the  young  gentleman  stand  for  Haver- 
fordwest 1  or — a — ^what  dy'e — my  dear  Mr 
MUfordhaven,  1*11  do  you  all  the  service  in 
niv  power — ^I  hope  I  have  some  credit  left." 
my  uncle  then  gave  him  to  understand  that 
I  was  still  a  minor ;  and  that  we  had  no  inten- 
tion to  trouble  him  at  present  for  any  favour 
whatsoever — "I  came  hitber  with  my  ne- 
phew," added  he,  "to  pay  our  respects  to 
your  ^ace ;  and  I  may  venture  to  say,  that 
his  views  and  mine  are  at  least  as  disin- 
terested as  those  of  any  individual  in  this 
assembly.  "My  dear  Mr  Brambleberry ! 
you  do  me  infinite  honour — I  shall  always 
rejoice  to  see  you  and  your  hopeful  nephew, 
mr  Milfordhaven.  My  credit,  such  as  it  is, 
you  may  command — I  wish  we  had  more 
friends  of  your  kidney." 

Then  turning  to  Captain  C ,     "Ha, 

C 1"    said   he,   "what  news,    C ? 

How  does  the  world  wag  1  ha !"  "  The  world 
wags  much  after  the  old  fashion,  my  lord," 
answered  the  captain:  "the  politicians  of 
London  and  Westminster  have  begun  again 
to  wag  their  tongues  against  your  grace; 
and  your  short-lived  popularity  wa^  like  a 
feather,  which  the  next  puff  of  antiministe- 
rial  calumny  will  blow  away — "  "A  pack 
of  rascals,"  cried  the  duke—"  tories,  Jaco- 
bites, rebels ;« one  half  of  them  would  wag 
their  heels  at  Tyburn,  if  they  had  their  de- 
serts." So  saying,  he  wheeled  about ;  and, 
going  round  the  levee,  spoke  to  every  indi- 
vidual, with  the  most  courteous  fiimiliarity ; 
but  he  scarce  ever  opened  his  mouth,  without 
making  some  blunder,  in  relation  to  the  per- 
son or  business  of  the  party  with  whom  he 
conversed ;  so  that  he  really  looked  like  a 
comedian  hired  to  burlesque  the  character 
of  a  minister.  At  length  a  person  of  very  pre- 
possessing appearance  coming  in,  his  grace 
ran  up,  aad  hugging  him  in  his  arms,  with 
the  appellation  of  "my  dear  Ch — s!"  led 
him  forthwith  into  the  inner  apartment,  or 
tanctum  sanctorum  of  this  political  temple. 

"  That,"  said  Captain  C ,  "  is  my  friend 

C—  T — ,  almost  the  only  man  of  parts  who 
has  any  concern  in  the  present  administra- 
tion. Indeed,  he  would  have  no  concern  at 
all  in  the  matter,  if  the  ministry  didvnot  find 
it  absolutely  necessary  to  make  use  of  his 
talents  upon  some  particular  occasions.  As 
for  the  common  business  of  the  nation,  it  is 
carried  on  in  a  constant  routine  |(y  tne  clerks 
of  the  different  offices,  othef^ise  the  wheels 
of  government  would  be  wholly  stopt  amidst 
the  abrupt  succession  of  ministers,  every  one 
more  ignorant  that  his  predecessor,  i  am 
thinking  what  a  fine  hovel  we  should  be  in, 
6  O* 


if  all  the  clerks  of  the  treasury,  of  the  secre- 
taries, the  war-ofiice,  and  the  admiralty, 
should  take  it  in  their  heads  to  throw  up 
their  places,  in  imitation  of  the  great  pen- 
sioner. But,  to  return  to  C —  T — ;  he  cer- 
tainly knows  more  than  all  the  ministry  and 
all  the  opposition,  if  their  heads  were  laid 
together,  and  talks  like  an  ansel  on  a  vast 
variety  of  subjects.  He  would  really  be  a 
great  man,  if  he  had  any  consistency  or  sta- 
bility of  character.  Then,  it  must  be  owned, 
he  wants  courage ;  otherwise  he  would  sever 
allow  himself  to  be  cowed  by  the  great  poj^ 
tical  bully,  for  whose  understanding  he  has 
justly  a  very  great  contempt.  I  have  seen 
him  as  much  afraid  of  that  overbearing  Hec- 
tor, as  ever  school-boy  was  of  his  pedagogue ; 
and  yet  this  Hector,  I  shrewdly  suspect,  is 
no  more  than  a  craven  at  bottom.  Besides 
this  defect,  C —  has  another,  which  he  is  at 
too  little  pains  to  hide — there  is  no  faith  to 
be  given  to  his  assertions,  and  no  trust  to  be  ^ 
put  in  his  promises.  However,  to  give  the 
devil  his  due,  he*s  very  good-natured,  and 
even  friendly,  when  close  urged  in  the  way 
of  solicitation.  As  for  principle,  that's  out 
of  question.  In  a  word,  he's  a  wit  and  an 
orator,  extremely  entertaining;  and  he  shines 
very  often  at  the  expense  even  of  those  min- 
isters to  whom  he  is  a  retainer.  This  is  a 
mark  of  great  imprudence,  by  which  he  has 
made  them  all  his  enemies,  whatever  face 
they  may  put  upon  the  matter ;  and,  sooner 
or  later,  he'll  have  cause  to  wish  he  had 
been  able  to  keep  his  ow^  counsel.  I  have 
several  times  cautioned  him  on  this  subject ; 
but  'tis  all  preaching  to  the  desert — ^his  vanity 
run?  away  with  his  discretion."  I  could  not 
help  thinking  the  captain  himself  miffht  have 
been  the  better  for  some  hints  of  toe  same 
nature.  His  panegyric,  excluding  principle 
and  veracity,  puts  me  in  mind  of  a  contest 
I  once  overheard,  in  the  way  of  altercation, 
betwixt  two  apple-women,  in  Spring-garden. 
One  of  those  viragos  having  ninted  some- 
thing to  the  prejudice  of  the  other's  monl 
character,  her  antagonist,  setting  her  hands 
in  her  sides,  replied,  "  Speak  ^ut,  hussy — I 
scorn  your  malice — ^I  own  I'm  both  a  whore 
and  a  thief;  and  what  more  have  you  to 
sayl  Damn  you,  what  more  have  you  to 
say  ?  bating  that,  which  all  the  world  knows, 
I  challenge  you  to  say  black  is  the  white  of 

my  eye."     We  did  not  wait  for  Mr  T 's 

coming  forth ;  but,  after  Captain  C  ■  had 
characterised  all  the  originals  in  waiting,  we 
adjourned  to  a  cofl^eehouse,  where  we  had 
buttered  muffins  and  tea  to  breakfast,  the 
said  captain  still  favouring  us  with  his  com- 
pany.  Nay,  my  uncle  was  so  diverted  with 
his  anecdotes,  that  he  asked  him  to  dinner, 
and  treated  him  with  a  fine  turbot,  to  which 
he  did  ample  justice.  That  same  evening  I 
spent  at  the  tavern  with  some  friends,  one 

of  whom  let  me  into  C ^'s  character,  which 

Mr  Bramble  no  sooner  uq^erstood,  than  he 
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expresaed  some  concern  for  the  connection 
he  bad  made,  and  resolved  to  disengage  him- 
self from  itt  without  ceremony. 

We  are  become  members  of  the  society 
for  the  encouragement  of  the  artSf  and  have 
assisted  at  some  of  their  deliberations,  which 
were  conducted  with  equal  spirit  and  saga- 
city. My  uncle  is  extremely  fond  of  the 
institution,  which  will  certainly  be  product- 
ive of  great  advantages  to  the  public,  if*  from 
its  democratical  form,  it  does  not  degenerate 
into  eabal  and  corruption.  You  are  already 
acquainted  with  his  aversion  to  the  influence 
orthe  multitude,  which,  he  affirms,  is  incom- 
patible with  excellence,  and  subversive  of 
order.  Indeed  his  detestation  of  the  mob 
has  been  heightened  by  fear,  ever  since  he 
fainted  in  the  room  at  fiatb ;  and  this  appre- 
hension has  prevented  him  from  going  to  the 
little  theatre  in  the  Hay  market,  and  other 
places  of  entertainment,  to  which,  however, 
I  have  had  the  honour  to  attend  the  ladies. 
*  It  grates  old  squaretoes  to  reflect,  that  it 
is  not  in  his  power  to  enjoy  even  the  most 
elegant  diversions  of  the  capital,  without  the 
participation  of  the  vulgar;  for  they  now 
thrust  themselves  into  all  assemblies,  from  a 
ridotto  at  St  James's  to  a  hop  at  Rotherithe. 

I  haVe  lately  seen  our  old  acquaintance 
Dick  Ivy,  who  we  imagined  had  died  of 
dram-drinking;  but  he  is  lately  emersed 
from  the  Fleet,  by  means  of  a  pamphlet 
which  he  wrote  and  published  against  the 
government  with  some  success.  The  sale 
of  this  performance  enabled  him  to  appear 
in  clean  linen,  and  he  is  now  going  about 
soliciting  subscriptions  for  his  poems;  but 
liis  breeches  are  not  in  the  most  decent 
order. 

Dick  certaintv  deserves  some  countenance 
for  his  intrepidity  and  perseverance— -it  is 
not  in  the  power  of  disappointment,  or  even 
of  damnation,  to  drive  him  to  despair.  Af- 
ter some  unsuccessful  essays  in  the  way  of 
foetry,  he  commenced  brandy  merchant,  and 
believe  his  whole  stock  ran  out  through  his 
own  bowels  ;  then  he  consorted  with  a  milk- 
woman,  who  ]cept  a  cellar  in  Petty  France : 
but  he  could  not  make  his  quarters  good ;  he 
was  dislodged,  and  driven  up  stairs  into  the 
kennel  by  a  corporal  in  tlie  second* regiment 
of  foot-guards.  He  was  afterwards  the  lau- 
reate of  Blackfriars,  from  whence  there  was 
a  natural  transition  to  the  Fleet.  As  he  had 
formerly  miscarried  in  panegyric,  he  now 
turned  his  thoughts  to  satire,  and  really 
seems  to  have  some  talent  for  abuse.  If  he 
can  hold  out  till  the  meeting  of  parliament, 
and  be  prepared  for  another  charge,  in  all 
probabihty  Dick  will  mount  the  pillory,  or 
obtain  a  pension  ;  in  either  of  which  events 
his  fortune  will  be  made.  Meanwhile  he  has 
acquired  some  degree  of  consideration  with 
the  res()ectable  writers  of  the  a;rc ;  and  as  I 
have  subscribed  for  his  works,  he  did  me  the 
flavour  t'other  nigi^t  to  introduce  me  to  a  so- 


ciety of  those  geniuses ;  b^t  I  found  them 
exceedingly    formal  and  reserved.      They 
seemed  afraid  and  jealous  of  one  another, 
and  sat  in  a  state  of  mutual  repulsion,  like 
so  many  particles  of  vapour,  each  surround- 
ed by  its  own  electrified  atmosphere.    Dick, 
who  has  more  vivacity  than  juagment,  tried 
more  than  once  to  enliven  the  conversation ; 
sometimes  making  an  effort  at  wit,  some- 
times letting  off  a  pun,  and  sometimes  dis- 
charging a  conundrum ;  nav,  at  length  be 
started  a  dispute  upon  the  hackneyed  com- 
parison betwixt  blank  verse  and  rhyme,  and 
the  professors  opened  with  great  clamour ; 
but,  instead  of  keeping  to  the  subject,  they 
launched  out  into  tedious  dissertations  on 
the  poetry  of  the  ancients  ;  and  one  of  them, 
who  had  been  a  schoolmaster,  displayed  hid 
whole  knowledge  of  prosody,  gleaned  from 
Disputer  and  Ruddiman.    At  last,  I  ventured 
to  say,  I  did  not  see  how  the  subject  in  ques- 
tion could  be  at  all  elucidated  by  the  practice 
of  the  ancients,  who  certainly  had  neither 
blank  verse  nor  rhyme  in  their  poems,  which 
were  measured  by  feet,  whereas  ours  are 
reckoned  by  the  number  of  syllables.    This 
remark  seemed  to  give  umbrage  to  the  pedant, 
who  forthwith  involved  himself  in  a  cloud  of 
Greek  and  Latin  quotations,  which  nobody 
attempted  to  dispel.    A  confused  hum  of 
insipid  observations  and  comments  ensued  ; 
and  (upon  the  whole)  I  never  passed  a  du%r 
evening  in  my  life.     Yet,  without  all  doubt, 
some  of  them  were  men  of  learning,   wit, 
and  ingenuity.    As  they  are  afraid  of  mak- 
ing free  with  one  another,  they  should  bring 
each  his  butt  or  whetstone  along  with  him, 
for  the  entertainment  of  the  company.    My 
uncle  says  he  never  desires  to  meet  with 
more  than  one  wit  at  a  time.    One  wit,  like 
a  knuckle  of  ham  in  soup,  gives  a  zest  and 
flavour  to  the  dish  ;  but  mdre  than  one  serves 
only  to  spoil  the  pottage.    And  now  Vm 
afraid  I  have  given  you  an  unconscionable 
mess  without  any  flavour  at  all :  for  which 
(I  suppose)  you  will  bestow  your  benedictions 
upon  your  friend  and  servant, 

J.  MELFORD. 
London,  June  5. 


To  Dr  Lkwis. 

Dkar  Lewis, — Your  fable  of  the  monkey 
and  the  pig  is  what  the  Italians  call  ben  tro^ 
vata  ;  but  I  shall  not  repeat  it  to  my  apothe- 
cary, whp  is  a  proud  Scotchman,  very  thin- 
skinned,  and  (for  aught  I  know)  may  have 
his  degree  in  his  pocket.  A  right  Scotch- 
man  has  always  two  strings  to  his  bow,  and 
is  in  utrutmfueparmlue.  Certain  it  is  I 
have  not  'scapen  a  scouring ;  but,  I  believe, 
by  means  of  that  scouring,  I  have  'scaped 
ftomething  worse,  perhaps  a  tedious  fit  of 
the  gout  or  rlieumatism  :  for  my  appetite  be- 
gan to  flag,  and  I  liad  certain  croakings  in 
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the  bowels  whiq^i  boded  me  no  good.  Nay, 
I  am  not  yet  quite  free  of  these  remembran- 
cers, which  warn  me  to  be  gone  from  this 
centre  of  infection. 

What  temptation  can  a  man  of  my  turn 
and  temperament  have,  to  live  in  a  place 
where  every  comer  ^ems  with  fresh  objects 
of  detestation  and  disgust  ?  What  kind  of 
taste  and  organs  must  those  people  have, 
who  really  prefer  the  adulterated  enjoyments 
of  the  town  to  the  genuine  pleasures  of  a 
country  retreat !  Most  people,  I  know,  are 
originally  seduced  by  vanity,  ambition  and 
chudish  curiosity ;  which  cannot  be  gratified 
but  in  the  busy  haunts  of  men ;  but  in  the 
course  of  this  gratification,  their  very  organs 
of  sense  are  perverted,  and  they  become 
habitually  lost  to  every  relish  of  what  is 
genuine  and  excellent  in  its  own  nature. 

Shall  I  state  the  difference  between  my 
town  grievances  and  my  country  comforts  ? 
At  Brambleton-hall,  1  have  elbow-foom  with, 
in  doors,  and  breathe  a  clear,  elastic,  salutary 
air.  I  enjoy  refireshtng  sleep,  which  is  never 
disturbed  by  horrid  noise,  nor  interrupted, 
but  in  a  morning,  by  the  sweet  titter  of  the 
martlet  at  my  window.     I  drink  the  virgin 

Smph,  pure  and  crystalline  as  it  gushes  from 
e  rock,  or  the  sparkling  bevera^,  home- 
brewed from  malt  of  my  own  making ;  or  I 
indulge  with  cider,  which  my  own  orchard 
aC>rds,  or  with  claret  of  the  best  growth, 
imported  for  my  own  use,  by  a  correspondent 
on  whose  integrity  1  can  depend  ;  my  bread 
is  sweet  and  nounshing,  made  from  mv  own 
wheat,  ground  in  my  own  mill,  and  baked 
in  my  own  oven ;  my  table  is,  in  a  great 
measure,  furnished  from  mv  own  ground ;  my 
five-year  old  mutton,  fed  on  the  fragrant 
herbage  of  the  mountains,  that  might  vie 
with  venison  in  juice  and  flavour;  my  deli- 
cious veal,  &ttened  with  nothing  but  the 
mother's  milk,  that  fills  the  dish  with  gravy ; 
my  poultry  from  the  barn-door,  that  never 
knew  confinement  but  when  they  were  at 
roost ;  my  rabbits  panting  firom  the  warren ; 
my  game  fresh  from  the  moors;  my  trout 
and  salmon  struggling  from  the  stream ;  oys- 
ters firom  Uieir  native  banks ;  and  herrings, 
with  other  sea-fish,  I  can  eat  in  four  hours 
after  they  are  taken.  My  sallads,  roots,  and 
pot-herbs,  my  own  garden  yields  in  plenty 
and  perfection,  the  produce  of  the  natural 
soil,  prepared  by  moderate  cultivation.  The 
same  soil  affords  all  the  different  fruits  which 
England  may  call  her  own,  so  that  my  des- 
sert is  ever^r  day  fresh  fathered  from  the 
tree ;  my  dairy  flows  witn  nectareous  tides 
of  Biilk  and  cream,  from  whence  we  derive 
abundance  of  excellent  butter,  c\|tls,  and 
cheese ;  and  the  refuse  fettens  my  piffs,  that 
are  destined  for  hams  and  bacon.  I  go  to 
bed  betimes,  and  rise  with  the  sun.  I  make 
ahift  to  pass  the  hours  without  weariness 
Mf  rogret,  and  am  not  destitute  of  amuse- 


ments within  doors,  when  the  weather  will 
not  permit  roe  to  go  abroad.  1  read,  and 
chat,  and  pla^  at  billiards,  cards,  or  back-  ' 
eammon.  Without  doors,  I  superintend  my 
rarm,  and  execute  plans  of  improvement, 
the  effects  of  which  I  enjoy  with  unspeakable 
delight.  Nor  do  I  take  less  pleasure  in  see- 
ing my  tenants  thrive  under  my  auspices,  and  . 
the  poor  live  comfortably  by  the  employment 
which  I  provide.  You  know  I  have  one  or 
two  sensible  friends,  to  whom  I  can  open  all 
my  heart ;  a  blessing  which,  perhaps,  I  fhiffht 
have  sought  in  vain  among  4tbe  crowdsd 
scenes  of  life.*  There  are  a  #w  others  of 
more  humble  part^,  whom  I  e^eem  for  their 
integrity ;  and  their  conversation  I  find  inof- 
fensive, though  not  very  entertaining.  Fi- 
nally, I  live  in  the  midst  of  honest  men,  and 
trusty  dependents,  who,  1  flatter  myself,  have 
a  disinterested  attachment  to  my  person. 
You  yourself,  my  dear  doctor,  ean  vouch  for 
the  truth  of  these  assertions. 

Now,  mark  the  contrast  at  London.  I  am 
pent  up  in  frowsy  lodgings,  where  there  is 
not  room  enough  to  swing  a  cat,  and  I  breatlie 
the  steams  of  endless  putrefaction ;  and  these 
would,  undoubtedly,  produce  a  pestilence,  if 
they  were  not  qualified  by  tlie  gross  /icid  of 
sea-coal,  which  is  itself  a  pernicious  nuisance 
to  lungs  of  any  delicacy  of  texture ;  but  even 
this  boasted  corrector  cannot  prevent  those 
lancruid  sallow  looks,  that  distinguish  the  in- 
^labitants  of  London  from  those  ruddy  swaias 
that  lead  a  country  life.  I  go  to  bed  afler 
midnight,  jaded  and  restless  frofa  the  dissi- 
pations of  the  day.  I  start  every  hour  from 
my  sleep,  at  the  horrid  noise  of  the  watchmen 
bawling  the  hour  through  every  street,  and 
thunderinfi^  at  every  door ;  a  set  of  useless 
fellows,  who  serve  no  other  purpose  but  that 
of  disturbing  the  repose  of  the  inhabitants : 
and,  by  five  o'clock,  I  start  out  of  bed,  in 
consequence  of  the  still  more  dreadful  alarm 
made  by  the  country  carts,  and  noisy  rustics 
bellowing  green  pease  under  my  window.  ^ 
If  I  would  drink  water,  I  must  quaff  the  mawk-  * 
ish  contents  of  an  open  aqueduct,  exposed 
to  all  manner  of  defilement,  or  swallow  that 
which  comes  from  the  river  Thames,  impreg- 
nated with  all  the  filth  of  London  and  West- 
minster. Human  excyment  is  the  least 
offensive  part  of  the  concrete,  which  is  com- 
posed of  all  the  drugs,  minerals  and  poisons 
used  in  mechanics  and  manufactures,  enrich- 
ed with  the  putrefying  carcasses  of  beasts  and 
men,  and  mixed  with  the  scourings  of  all  the 
wash-tubs,  kennels,  and  common  sewers 
within  the  bills  of  mortality. 

This  is  the  agreeable  potation  extolled  by 
the  Londoners  as  the  finest  water  in  the  uni- 
verse. As  to  the  intoxicating^  potion  sold 
for  wine,  it  is  a  vile,  unpalatable,  and  perni- 
cious sophistication,  balderdashed  with  cider, 
corn-spit,  and  the  juice  of  sloes.  In  an  ac- 
tion at  law,  laid  against  a  carman  for  having 
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staved  a  cask  of  port,  it  ap{>eared»  from  the 
evidence  of  the  cooper,  that  there  were  not 
above  five  gallons  of  real  wine  in  the  whole 
pipe,  which  held  above  an  hundred ;  and  even 
,,  that  had  been  brewed  and  adulterated  by  the 
'■  merchant  at  Oporto.  The  bread  I  eat  in 
London  is  a  deleterious  paste,  mixed  up  with 
chalk,  alum,  and  bone-ashes,  insipid  to  the 
taste,  and  destructive  to  the  constitution. 
The  good  'people  are  not  ignorant  of  this 
adulteration;  but  they  prefer  it  to  whole- 
some bread,  becau^  it  is  whiter  than  the 
laeal  of  coAi.  Thus  they  sacrifice  their 
taste  and  thetrfiealth,  and  the  lives  of  their 
tender  infants*  to  a  most  absurd  gratification 
of  a  misjudging  eye ;  and  the  miller  or  baker 
is  obliged  to  poison  them  and  their  families, 
in  order  to  live  by  his  profession.  The  same 
monstrous  depravity  appears  iff  their  veal, 
which  is  bleached  by  repeated  bleedings,  and 
other  villaineus  arts,  till  there  is  not  a  drop 
of  juice  left  in  the  body,  and  the  poor  animal 
.  is  paralytic  before  it  dies :  so  void  of  all  taste, 
nourishment,  and  savour,  that  a  man  may 
*  dine  as  comfortably  on  a  white  fricassee  of 
kid-skin  gloves,  oi^chip-hats  from  Leghorn. 
As  they  have  discharged  the  natural  colour 
from  their  bread,  their  butchers'  meat  and 
poultry,  their  cutlets,  ragouts,  fricassees,  and 
sauces  of  all  kinds — eo  they  insist  upon 
having  the  complexion  of  their  pot-herbs 
mended,  even  at  the  hazard  of  their  lives. 
Perhaps,  you  will  hardly  believe  they  can  hm 
so  mad  as  to  boil  their  greens  with  brass 
half-pence^-* in  order  to  improve  their  colour ; 
and  yet  nothing  is  more  true.  Indeed,  with- 
out  tnis  improvement  in  the  colour,  they  have 
no  personal  merit.  They  are  produced  in  an 
artificial  soil,  and  taste  of  nothing  but  the 
dung-hills  from  whence  they  spring.  My 
cabbage,  cauliflower,  and  'sparagus,  in  the 
country,  are  as  much  superior  in  flavour  to 
those  that  are  sold  in  Covent  Garden,  as  my 
heath  mutton  is  to  that  of  St  James's  mar- 
^  ket,  which,  in  fact,  is  neither  lamb  nor  rout- 
ton,  but  something  betwixt  the  two,  gorged 
in  the  rank  fens  of  Lincoln  and  Essex,  pale, 
coarse,  and  frowsy.  As  for  the  pork,  it  is 
an  abominable,  carnivorous  animal,  fed  with 
horse  flesh  and  distiMers'  grains;  and  the 
poultry  is  all  rotten,  in  consequence  of  a  fe- 
ver, occasioned  by  the  infamous  practise  of 
sewing  up  the  gut,  that  they  may  be  the 
sooner  fattened  in  coops,  in  consequence  of 
this  cruel  retention. 

Of  the  fish,  I  need  say  nothing  in  this  hot 
weather,  but  that  it  comes  sixty,  seventy, 
fourscore,  and  a  hundred  miles  by  land- 
carriage  ;  a  circumstance  sufiicient,  without 
any  comment,  to  turn  a  Dutchman's  stomach, 
even  if  his  nose  was  not  saluted  in  every 
alley  with  the  sweet  flavour  ot  freak  mack- 
aret,  selling  by  retail.  This  is  not  the  sea- 
son for  oysters ;  nevertheless,  it  may  not  be  I 
amiss  to  mention,  that  the  right  Colchester  I 


are  kept  in  slime  pits,  occasionally  ofer- 
flowed  by  the  sea ;  and  that  the  green  colour, 
so  much  admired  by  the  ^luptuaries  of  this 
metropolis,  is  occasioned  by  the  vitriolic 
scum,  which  rises  on  the  surface  of  the 
stagnant  and  stinking  wtter.  Our  rabbits 
are  bred  and  fed  in  %&  poulterer's  cellar, 
where  they  have  neither  air  i^r  exercise; 
consequently,  they  must  be  firm  in  the  flesh, 
and  delicious  in  flavour; — and  there  is  no 
game  to  be  had  for  love  or  money. 

It  must  be  owned  that  Covent  Garden  af> 
fords  some  good  fruit ;  which,  however,  is 
always  engrossed  by  a  few  individuals  of 
overgrown  fortune,  at  an  exorbitant  price ; 
so  that  little  else  tlian  the  refuse  of  the  mar- 
ket falls  to  the  share  of  the  community — and 
that  is  distributed  by  such  filthy  hands,  as  I 
cannot  look  at  without  loathing.  It  was  but 
yesterday  that  I  saw  a  dirty  barrow-bunter 
m  the  street,  cleaning  her  dusty  fruit  with 
her  own  spittle ;  and  who  knows  but  some 
fine  lady  of  St  James's  parish  might  admit 
into  her  delicate  mouth  those  very  cherries 
which  had  been  rolled  and  moistened  between 
the  filthy,  and  perhaps  ulcerated  chops  of  a 
St  Giles's  huckster.  I  need  not  dwell  upon 
the  pallid  contaminated  mash  which  they 
call  strawberries,  soiled  and  tossed  by  eteasy 
paws  through  twenty  baskets  crusted  with 
dirt ;  and  then  presented  with  the  worst  milk, 
thickened  with  the  worst  flour  into  a  bpul 
likeness  of  cream :  but  the  milk  itself  should 
not  pass  unanalysed,  the  produce  of  faded 
cabbage  leaves  and  sour  drafiT,  lowered  with 
hot  water,  frothed  with  bruised  snails,  carried 
through  the  streets  in  open  pails,  exposed 
to  foul  rinsings  discharged  from  doors  and 
windows,  spittle,  snot,  and  tobacco-quids 
from  foot-passengers,  overflowings  from  mud- 
carts,  spatterings  from  coach-wheels,  dirt  and 
trash  chucked  into  it  by  roguish  boys  for 
the  joke's  sake,  the  spewings  of  infants  who 
have  slabbered  in  the  tin  measure,  which  is 
thrown  back  in  that  condition  among  the 
milk,  for  the  benefit  of  the  next  customer ; 
and,  finally,  the  vermin  that  drops  from  the 
rags  of  the  nasty  drab  that  vends  this  pre- 
cious mixture,  under  the  respectable  denom- 
ination of  milk-maid. 

I  shall  conclude  this  catal9gue  of  London 
dainties  with  the  table-beer,  guiltless  of  hops 
and  malt,  vapid  and  nauseous,  much  fitter  to 
facilitate  the  operation  of  a  vomit  than  to 
quench  thirst  and  promote  digestion ;  the 
tallowy  rancid  mass  called  butter,  manafac- 
tured  with  candle-grease  and  kitchen  stuflT; 
and  their  fresh  eggs,  imported  from  France 
and  Scotland.  Now,  all  these  enormities 
might  b||  remedied  with  a  very  little  atten- 
tion to  tne  article  of  police,  or  civil  regula- 
tion ;  but  the  wise  patriots  of  London  have 
taken  it  into  their  heads,  that  all  regulation 
is  inconsistent  with  liberty,  and  that  every 
man  ought  to  live  in  his  own  way,  withoQt 
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rttBtramt.  ^ay,  aa  there  ia  not  aenae  enouffh 
lefl  among  them  to  be  diacoropoaed  by  the 
nuiaancea  I  hava  mentioned,  they  may,  for 
aug^ht  1  care,  wallow  in  the  mire  of  their  own 
pollution. 
w  A  companionable  man  will,  undoubtedly, 
/^  put  up  with  many  ^nconvenienoia,  for  the 
aake  of  enjoying  a^eable  society.  A  face- 
tious friena  of  mme  used  to  say,  the  wine 
could  not  be  bad  where  the  company  was 
'agreeable ;  a  maxim  which,  however,  ought 
to  be  taken  cum  grano  sdlis ;  but  what  is 
the  society  of  London,  that  I  should  be 
tempted  for  its  sake  to  mortify  my  senses, 
and  compound  with  such  uncleanness  as  my 
soul  abhors  1  All  the  people  I  see  are  too 
much  engrossed  by  scnemea  of  interest  or 
ambition,  to  have  any  room  left  for  senti. 
ment  or  friendship.  Even  in  some  of  my 
old  acquaintance,  those  schemes  and  pursuits 
have  obliterated  all  traces  of  our  former  con- 
nection.  Conversation  is  reduc^  to  party 
disputes  and  illiberal  altercation — social  com- 
merce to  formal  visits  and  card-playing.  If 
you  pick  up  a  diverting  original  by  accident, 
It  may  be  dancferous  to  amuse  yourself  with 
his  oddities.  He  is  generally  a  tartar  at  bot- 
tom— a  sharper,  a  spy,  or  a  lunatic.  Every 
person  you  deal  with  endeavours  to  over- 
reach you  in  the  way  of  business.  You  are 
preyed  upon  by  idle  mendicants,  who  beg  in 
the  phrase  of  borrowing,  and  live  upon  the 


without  conscience,  your  fViends  without  af- 
fection, and  your  dependents  without  fidelity. 
My  letter  would  swell  into  a  treatise,  were 
I  to  particularise  every  cause  of  offence  that 
fills  up  the  meaaure  of  my  aversion  to  this 
and  every  other  crowded  city.  Thank  hea- 
ven !  I  am  not  so  far  sucked  into  the  vortex, 
but  that  I  can  disengage  myself  without  any 
^  great  efiTort  of  philosophy.  From  this  wild 
^  s^  uproar  of  knavery,  folly,  and  impertinence, 
I  ahall  fly  with  double  relish  to  the  serenity 
of  retirement,  the  cordial  efibsions  of  unre- 
served friendship,  the  hospitality  and  pro- 
tection of  the  rural  gods ;  in  a  word,  the  ju- 
cunda  Mivia  vitm,  which  Horace  himself 
had  not  taste  enough  to  enjoy. 

I  have  agreed  for  a  good  travelling  coach- 
and-four,  at  a  guinea  a  day,  for  three  months 
certain ;  and  next  week  we  intend  to  begin 
our  journey  to  the  north,  hoping  still  to  be 
with  you  by  tlie  latter  end  of  October.  I 
shall  continue  to  write  from  every  stage 
where. we  make  any  considerable  nalt,  as 
■often  aa  any  thing  occurs  which  I  think  can 
afford  you  the  least  amusement.  In  the  mean 
time,  1  must  beg  you  will  superintend  the 
economy  of  Barnes,  with  respect  to  my«hay 
and  com  harvests ;  assured  that  ny  ground 
produces  nothing  but  what  you  may  freely 
call  your  own.  On  any  other  terms  I  ahould 
be  aahamed  to  subscribe  myself  your  invaria- 
Ue  friend,  MATT.  BRAMBLE. 

Limdonf  JumS, 


To  Sib  Watkin  Phillips,  Bart,  of  Jesus 

COLLEOB,  OXON.  ;  # 

DiAR  Phillips, — In  my  last  I  mentioned 
my  having  spent  an  evening  with  a  society 
of  authors,  who  seemed  to  be  jealous  and  » 
afraid  of  one  another.  My  uncle  was  not  at  all 
surprised  to  hear  me  |ay  I  was  disappointed 
in  their  conversation.  **  A  man  'may  be  very 
entertaining  and  instructive  upon  paper," 
said  he,  **  and  exceedingly  dull  in  comujaon 
discourse.  I  have  observed,  that  those  whoV 
shine  most  in  private  company  are  but  ae/ 
condary  stars  in  the  constellation  of  genius. 
A  small  stock  of  ideas  is  more  easily  ma- 
naged, and  aooner  displayed,  than  a  great 
quantity 'crowded  togeth^.  There  is  very 
seldom  any  thing  extraordinary  in  the  ap- 
pearance and  address  of  a  good  writer; 
whereas  a  dull  author  generally  distinguishes 
himself  by  some  oddity  or  extravagance. 
For  this  reason,  I  fancy  that  an  assembly  of 
Grubs  must  be  very  diverting.*' 

My  curiosity  bemg  excitod  by  this  hint,  I 
consul  tod  my  friend  Dick  Ivy,  who  under-  * 
took  to  gratify  it  the  vfery  next  day,  which 
was  Sunday  last.     He  carried  me  to  dine 
with  S »  whom  you  and  I  have  long 


known  by  his  writings.  He  lives  in  the  skirts 

of  the  town,  and  every  Sunday  his  house  is 

open  to  all  unfortunate  brothers  of  the  quill, 

spoils  of  the  stranger.     Your  tradesmen  are ,  whom  he  treats  with  beef,  pudding,  and  po- 


tatoes,  port,  punch,  and  Cal veil's  entire  butt- 
beer,  lie  has  fixed  upon  the'nrst  day  of  the 
week  for  the  exercise  of  his  ho^itality,  be- 
cause some  of  his  guests  could  not  enjoy  it 
on  any  other,  for  reasons  that  I  need  not  ex- 
plain.  I  was  civilly  received,  in  a  plain  yet 
decent  habitation,  which  opened  backwards 
into  a  very  pleasant  garden,  kept  in  excel- 
lent  order ;  and,  indeed,  I  saw  none  of  the 
outward  signs  of  authorship,  either  in  the 
house  or  the  landlord,  who  is  one  of  those 
few  writers  of  the  age  that  stand  up(9n  their 
own  foundation,  without  patronage  and  above  < 
dependence.  If  there  was  nothing  charac- 
teriatic  in  the  entertainer,  the  company  made 
ample  amenda  for  his  want  of  singularity. 

At  two  in  the  afternoon  I  found  myself 
one  of  ton  messmates  seated  at  a  table ;  and 
I  question  if  the  wholer  kingdom  could  pro- 
duce such  another  assemblage  of  originals. 
Among  their  peculiarities,  I  do  not  mention 
those  of  dress,  which  may  be  purely  acci« 
dental.  What  struck  me  were  oddities  on- 
ginally  produced  bv  affectation,  and  after- 
wards confirmed  by  habit.  One  of  them  wore 
spectacles  at  dinner,  and  another  his  hat 
flapped;  though  (as  Ivy  told  me)  the  first 
waa  noted  for  naving  a  seaman'a  eye,  when 
a  bailiff  was  in  the  wind  ;  and  the  other  waa 
never  known  to  labour  under  any  weakness 
or  defect  of  vision,  except  about  five  years 
ago,  when  he  was  complimented  with  a  con- 
pie  of  black  eyes  by  a  player,  with  whom  lift 
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had  quarrelled  in  his  drink.  A  third  wore  a 
laced  stocking,  and  made  use  of  crotches, 
because  once  in  his  life  he  had  been  laid  up 
with  a  broken  leg,  though  no  man  could  leap 
over  a  stick  with  more  agility.  A  fourth 
had  contracted  such  an  antipathy  to  the 
country,  that  he  insisted  upon  sitting  with 
his  back  towards  the  window  that  looked 
into  the  garden ;  and  when  a  dish  of  cauli- 
flower was  set  upon  the  table,  he  snuffed  up 
volatile  salts  to  keep  him  from  Minting ;  yet 
this  delicate  person  was  the  son  of  a  cot- 
tager, bom  under  a  hedge,  and  had  many 
years  run  wild  among  asses  on  a  common. 
A  ffflh  affected  distraction  ;  when  spoken  to, 
he  always  answered  from  the  purpose — 
sometimes  he  cdiddenly  started  up,  and  rap- 
ped out  a  dreadful  oath — sometimes  hcl)urst 
out  a-laughing — then  he  folded  his  arms  and 
sighed— and  Uien  he  hissed  like  fifty  serpents. 
*  At  first,  I  really  thought  he  was  mad,  and, 
as  he  sat  near  me,  began  to  be  under  some 
apprehensions  for  my  own  safety,  when  our 
landlord,  perceiving  me  alarmed,  assured  me, 
aloud,  that  I  had  nothing  to  fear  '<  The 
gentleman,"  said  he,  **  is  trying  to  act  a  part 
for  which  he  is  by  no  means  qualified — if  he 
had  all  the  inclination  in  the  world,  it  is  not 
in  his  power  to  be  mad.  His  spirits  are  too 
flat  to  be  kindled  into  frenzy."  "'Tis  no 
bad  p-p-puff*,  how-ow*ever,"  observed  a  per- 
son in  a  tarnished  laced  coat,  **afr-ffect^d 
m-madness  w^will  p-pass  for  w-wit,  w-with 
nine-nine-teen  out  of  t-twenty."  "And  af-' 
fected  stutterhig  for  humour,"  replied  our 
landlord,  *'  though,  God  knowd,  there  is  no 
afiinitv  between  them."  It  seems,  this  wag, 
after  having  made  some  abortive  attempts  m 
plain  speaking,  had- recourse  to  this  defect, 
by  means  of  which  he  frequently  extorted 
the  laugh  of  the  company,  without  the  least 
expense  of  genius ;  and  that  imperfection, 
which  he  had  at  first  counterfeited,  was  now 
become  so  habitual,  that  he  could  not  lay 
it  aside. 

A  certain  winking  genius,  who  wore  yel- 
low gloves  at  dinner,  had,  on  his  first  intro- 
duction, taken  such  offence  at  S  ,  be- 
cause he  looked  and  talked,  and  eat  and 
drank,  like  any  other  man,  that  he  spoke 
contemptuously  of  his  understanding  ever 
after,  and  never  would  repeat  his  visit,  until 
he  had  exhibited  the  following  proof  of  his 
caprice.  Wat  Wy vil,  the  poet,  naving  made 
some  unsuccessful  advances  towards  an  in- 
timacy with  S — — ,  at  last  gave  him  to  un- 
derstand, by  a  third  person,  that  he  had 
written  a  poem  in  his  praise,  and  a  satire 
against  his  person ;  that,  if  he  would  admit 
him  to  his  house  the  first  should  be  imme- 
diately sent  to  the  press ;  but  that,  if  he  per- 
sisted in  declining  his  friendship,  he  would 
publish  the  satire  without  delay.  S  re- 
plied, that  he  looked  upon  Wy  vil's  panegyric 
as,  in  efi*ect,  a  species  of  infamy,  and  would 
resent  it  accoraingly  with  a  good  cudgel; 


but  if  he  published  the  satire,  he  might  de» 
serve  his  compassion,  and  had  nothing  to 
fear  from  his  revenge.  Wyvil,  having  con« 
sidered  the  alternative,  r^olved  to  mortify 

S ,  by  printing  the  panegyric,  for  which 

he  received  a  sound  drubbing.  Then  he 
swore  tbe^peace  against  tHe  aggressor,  who, 
in  order  to  avoid  a  prdaecution  at  law,  ad* 
mitted  him  to  his  good  graces. '  It  was  the 

singularity  in  S 's  conduct  on  this  occa* 

sion,  that  reconciled  him  to  the  yellow-gloved 
philosopher,  who  owned  he  had  some  genius, 
and  from  that  period  cultivated  his  acquaint- 
ance. 

Curious  to  know  upon  what  subjects  the 
several  talents  of  my  fellow-guests  were  em- 
ployed, I  applied  to  my  communicative  friend, 
Dick  Ivy,  who  gave  me  to  understand,  that 
most  of  them  were,  or  had  been,  under- 
strappers or  journeymen  to  more  creditable 
authors,  for  whom  they  translated,  collated, 
and  compiled,  in  the  business  of  book-mak- 
ing ;  and  that  all  of  them  had,  at  different 
times,  laboured  in  the  service  of  our  land- 
lord, though  they  had  now  set  up  for  them- 
selves in  various  departments  of  literature. 
Not  only  their  talents,  but  also  their  nations 
and  dialects  were  so  various,  that  our  con- 
versation  resembled  the  confusion  of  tongues 
at  Babel. 

We  had  the  Irish  brogue,  the  Scotch  ac- 
cent, and  foreign  idiom,  twanged  off  by  the 
most  discordant  vociferation ;  for,  as  they  all 
spoke  together,  no  man  had  any  chance  to 
be  beard,  unless  he  could  bawl  louder  than 
his  fellows.  It  must  be  owned,  however, 
there  was  nothing  pedantic  in  their  discourse ; 
they  carefully  avoided  all  learned  disquisi- 
tions, and  endeavoured  to  be  facetious ;  nor 
did  their  endeavours  always  miscarry.  Some 
droll  repartee  passed,  and  much  laughter  was 
excited ;  and  if  any  individual  lost  his  temper 
BO  far  as  to  trangress  the  bounds  of  decorum, 
he  was  effectually  checked  by  the  master  of 
the  feast,  who  exerted  a  sort  of  paternal 
authority  over  this  irritable  tribe. 

The  most  learned  philosopher  of  the  whole 
collection,  who  had  been  expelled  the  uni- 
versity for  atheism,  has  made  great  progress 
in  a  refutation  of  Ix>rd  Bolingbroke's  meta- 
physical works,  which  is  said  to  be  equally 
ingenious  and  orthodox;  but,  in  the  mean 
time,  he  has  been  presented  to  the  grand 
jury  as  a  public  nuisance,  for  having  blas- 
phemed in  an  alehouse  on  the  Lord's  day. 
The  Scotchman  gives  lectures  on  the  pro- 
nunciation of  the  English  language,  which 
he  is  now  publishing  by  subscription. 

The  Irishman  is  a  political  writer,  and 
gofs  by  the  name  of  my  Lord  Potato.  He 
wrote  a  pamphlet  in  vindication  of  a  minister, 
hoping  his  zeal  would  be  rewarded  with  some 
place  or  pension ;  but,  finding  himself  ne- 
glected in  that  quarter,  he  whispered  about 
that  the  pamphlet  was  written  by  the  minia- 
ister  himself,  and  he  published  an  answer  to 
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his  own  production.  In  this  he  addressed 
the  author  under  the  title  of  your  tordshipf 
with  such  solemnity,  that  the  public  sw^- 
lowed  the  deceit,  and  bought  up  the  whole 
impression.  The  wise  politicians  of  the  me- 
tropolis declared  they  were  both  masterly 
performances,  and  chuckled  over  the  flimsy 
reveries  of  an  i^orant  garreteer,  as  the  pro- 
found speculations  of  a  veteran  statesman, 
acquainted  with  all  the  secrets  of  the  cabinet. 
The  imposture  was  detected  in  the  sequel, 
and  our  Hibernian  pamphleteer  retains  no 
part  of  his  assumed  importance  but  the  bare 
title  of  my  lord,  and  the  upper  part  of  the 
table  at  the  potato  ordinary  in  Shoe-lane. 

Opposite  to  me  sat  a  riedmontese,  who 
had  obliged  the  public  with  a  humorous 
satire,  entitled,  The  balance  of  the  English 
poets;  a  performance  which  evinced  the 
^eat  modesty  and  taste  of  the  author,  and, 
in  particular,  his  intimacy  with  the  elegan- 
cies of  the  English  language.  The  sage, 
who  laboured  under  the  ci'^09<p6CtA,  qt  horror 
of  green  fields,  had  just  nnished  a  treatise 
on  practical  agriculture,  though,  in  fact,  he 
bad  never  seen  corn  growing  in  his  life ;  and 
was  so  ignorant  of  mm,  that  our  enter- 
tainer, in  the  face  of  the  whole  company, 
made  him  own,  that  a  plate  of  hominy  was 
the  best  rice-pudding  he  had  ever  ate. 

The  stutterer  had  almost  finished  his  tra- 
vels through  Europe  and  part  of  Asia,  with- 
out  ever  budg^ing  beyond  the  liberties  of  the 
King's  Bench,  except  in  term  time,  with  a 
tip-staff  for  his  companion  ;  and  as  for  little 
Tim  Cropdale,  the  most  facetious  member 
of  the  whole  society,  he  had  happily  wound 
up  the  catastrophe  of  a  virgin  tragedy,  from 
the  exhibition  of  which  he  promised  himself 
a  large  fund  of  profit  and  reputation.  Tim 
had  made  shift  to  live  many  years  by  writing 
novels,  at  the  rate  of  five  pounds  a  volume ; 
but  that  branch  of  business  is  now  engrossed 
by  female  authors,  who  publish  merely  for 
the  propagation  of  virtue,  with  so  much  ease, 
and  spirit,  and  delicacy,  and  knowledge  of 
the  human  heart,  and  all  in  the  serene  tran- 
quillity  of  high  life,  that  the  reader  is  not 
only  enchanted  by  their  genius,  but  reformed 
by  their  morality. 

After  dinner  we  adjourned  into  the  garden, 
where,  I  observed,  Mr  S  gave  a  short 

separate  audience  to  everv  individual,  in  a 
small  remote  filbert  walk,  from  whence  most 
of  them  dropped  off,  one  after  another,  with- 
out  further  ceremony ;  but  they  were  replaced 
by  fresh  recruits  of  the  same  clan,  who  came 
to  make  an  afternoon's  visit;  and,  among 
others,  a  spruce  bookseller,  called  Birkin, 
who  rode  bis  own  gelding,  and  made  ^is 
appearance  in  a  pair  of  new  jemmy  boots, 
with  massy  spurs  of  plate.  It  was  not  with- 
out reason  that  this  midwife  of  the  muses 
used  to  exercise  a-horseback,  for  he  was  too 
fiit  to  walk  a-foot ;  and  he  underwent  some 
sarcasms  from  Tim  Cropdale  on  his  unwieldy 


size  and  inaptitude  for  motion.  Birkiiu  wjio 
took  umbrage  at  this  poor  author's  petulance, 
in  presuming  to  joke  upon  a  man  so  much 
richer  than  himself,  told  him  he  was  not  so 
unwieldy  but  that  he  could  move  the  Mar- 
shalsea  court  for  a  writ,  and  even  overtake 
him  with  it,  if  he  did  not  very  speedily  come 
and  settle  accounts  with  him,  respecting  the 
expense  of  publishing  his  last  ode  to  the 
King  of  Prussia,  of  which  he  had  sold  but 
three,  and  one  of  them  was  to  Wbitefield 
the  inethodist.  Tim  affected  to  receive  this 
intimation  with  good  humour,  saying,  he 
expected  in  a  post  or  two,  from  Potsdam,  a 
poem  of  thanks  from  his  Prussian  majesty, 
who  knew  very  well  how  to  pay  poets  in 
their  own  coin ;  but,  in  the  mean  time,  he 
proposed  that  Mr  Birkin  and  he  should  run 
three  times  round  the  garden  for  a  bowl  of 
punch,  to  be  drank  at  Ashley's  in  the  even- 
mg,  and  he  would  run  boots  against  stock- 
ings. The  bookseller,  who  valcred  himself 
upon  his  mottle,  was  persuaded  to  accept 
the  challenge ;  and  he  forthwith  resigned  his 
boots  to  Cropdale,  who,  when  he  had  put 
them  on,  was  no  bad  representation  of  Cap- 
tain Pistol  in  the  play. 

Every  thing  bein^'  adjusted,  they  started 
together  with  great  impetuosity,  and,  in  the 
second  round,  Birkin  had  clearly  the  advan- 
tage, larding  the  lean  earth  as  he  puJTd 
along,  Cropdale  had  no  mind  to  contest 
the  victory  further,  but,  in  a  twinkling,  dis- 
appeared througli  the  back-door  of  the  gar- 
den, which  opened  into  a  private  lane  that 
had  communication  with  the  high  road. 
The  spectators  immediately  began  to  halloo, 
— "  Stole  awav  !"  and  Birkin  set  off  in  pur- 
suit  of  him  with  great  eagerness ;  but  he  had 
not  advanced  twenty  yards  in  the  lane,  when 
a  thorn  running  into  his  foot,  sent  him  hop- 
ping back  into  the  ^rden,  roaring  with 
pain,  and  swearing  with  vexation.  When 
he  was  delivered  from  this  annoyance  by  the 
Scotchman,  who  had  been  bred  to  surgery, 
he  looked  about  him  wildly,  exclaiming — 
'<  Sure  the  fellow  won't  be  such  a  rogue  as 
to  run  clear  away  with  my  boots !"  Our  land- 
lord having  reconnoitred  the  shoes  he  had 
left,  which,  indeed,  hardly  deserved  that 
name, — "  Pray,"  said  he,  "  Mr  Birkin,  wa'n't 
your  boots  made  of  calf-skio  1"  "  Calf-skin 
or  cow-skin,"  replied  the  other,  "  PlI  find  a 
slip  of  sheep-skin  that  will  do  his  business 
I  lost  twenty  pounds  by  his  fiirce,  which  you 
persuaded  me  to  buy.  I  am  out  of  pocket 
five  pounds  by  his  damn'd  ode ;  and  now  this 
pair  of  boots,  brann  new,  cost  me  thirty 
shillings,  as  per  receipt.  But  this  affair  of 
the  boots  is  felony — transportation.  I'll 
have  the  dog  indicted  at  the  Old  Bailey— I 

will,  Mr  S .     I  will  be  revenged,  even 

though  I  should  lose  my  debt  in  consequence 
of  his  conviction." 

Mr  S         said  nothing  at  present,  but  ac- 
commodated him  with  a  pair  of  shoes ;  then 
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oidered  his  servant  to  rub  him  down,  and 
comfort  him  with  a  glass  of  rum  punch, 
which  seemed  in  a  great  measure  to  cool  the 
rage  of  his  indication.  "  After  all,"  said 
our  landlord,  "this  is  no  more  than  a  hum- 
bug in  the  way  of  wit,  though  it  deserves  a 
more  respectable  epithet,  when  considered 
as  an  effort  of  invention.  Tim  being,  I  sup- 
pose, out  of  credit  with  the  cordwainer,  fell 
upon  this  ingenious  expedient  to  supply  the 
want  of  shoes,  knowing  that  Mr  fiirkin,  who 
loves  humour,  would  himself  relish  the  joke 
ppon  a  little  recollection.  Cropdale  literally 
lives  by  his  wit,  which  he  has  exercised  upon 
all  his  friends  in  their  turns.  He  once  borrow- 
ed my  poney  for  five  or  six  days  to  go  to  Sal- 
isbury, and  sold  him  in  Smithfield  at  his  re- 
turn. This  was  a  joke  of  such  a  serious 
nature,  that,  in  the  first  transports  of  my 
passion,  I  had  some  thoughts  of  prosecuting 
nim  for  horse-stealing ;  and,  even  when  my 
resentment  had  in  some  measure  subsided, 
as  he  industriously  avoided  roe,  I  vowed  I 
would  take  satisfaction  on  his  ribs  with  the 
first  opportunity.  One  day,  seeing  him  at 
some  aistance  in  the  street,  coming  towards 
me,  I  began  to  prepare  my  cane  for  action, 
and  walked  in  the  shadow  of  a  porter,  that 
he  miffht  not  perceive  me  soon  enough  to 
make  liis  escape  ;  but,  in  the  very  instant  I 
had  lifted  up  the  instrument  of  correction,  I 
found  Tim  Cropdale  metamorphosed  into  a 
miserable  blind  wretch,  feeling  his  way  with 
a  long  stick  from  post  to  post,  and  rolling 
about  two  bald  unlighted  orbs  instead  of 
eyes.  I  was  exceedingly  shocked  at  having 
80  narrowly  escaped  tne  concern  and  dis- 
grace that  wooM  have  attended  such  a  mis- 
application of  vengeance ;  but,  next  day, 
Tim  prevailed  upon  a  friend  of  mine  to  come 
and  solicit  my  forgiveness,  and  offer  his  note, 
payable  in  six  weeks,  for  the  price  of  the 
poney.  This  gentleman  gave  me  to  under- 
stand, that  the  blind  man  was  no  other  than 
Cropdale,  who,  having  seen  me  advancing, 
and  guessing  my  intent,  had  immediately 
converted  himself  into  the  object  aforesaid. 
I  was  so  diverted  at  the  ingenuity  of  the  eva- 
sion, that  I  agreed  to  pardon  his  offence, 
refusing  his  note,  however,  that  I  might 
keep  a  prosecution  for  felony  hanging  over 
his  head,  as  a  security  for  his  future  good 
behaviour ;  but  Timothy  would  by  no  means 
trust  himself  in  my  hands  till  the  note  was 
accepted.  Then  he  made  his  appearance  at 
my  door  as  a  blind  beggar,  and  imposed  in 
such  a  manner  upon  my  man,  who  nad  been 
his  old  acquaintance  and  pot-companion, 
that  the  fellow  threw  the  door  in  his  face,  and 
even  threatened  to  give  him  the  bastinado. 
Hearing  a  noise  in  the  hall,  I  went  thither, 
and  immediately  recollecting  the  figure  1  had 
psMed  in  the  street,  accosted  him  by  his  own 
name,  to  the  unspeakable  astonishment  of 
the  fbotman." 
Birkin  declared  he  loved  a  joke  as  well  as 


another ;  but  asked  if  any  of  the  company 
could  tell  where  lAr  Cropdale  lodged,  that  he 
might  send  him  a  proposal  about  restitution, 
berore  the  boots  should  be  made  away  with. 
**  I  would  willingly  give  him  a  pair  of  new 
shoes,"  said  he,  **  and  half  a  sfuinea  into  the 
bargain,  fbr  the  boots,  which  htted  me  like  a 
glove,  and  I  sha'n't  be  able  to  get  the  fellows 
of  them,  till  the  good  weather  for  ridinf  is 
over."  The  stuttering  wit  declared,  Uiat 
the  only  secret  which  Cropdale  ever  kept, 
was  the  place  of  his  lodgings ;  but  he  be- 
lieved that,  during  the  heats  of  summer,  he 
commonly  took  his  repose  upon  a  bulk,  or 
indulged  himself  in  fresco,  with  one  of  the 
kennel-nymphs,  under  the  portico  of  St  Mar- 
tin's church.  ^Pox  on  him,"  cried  the 
bookseller,  "he  might  as  well  have  taken 
my  whip  and  spurs.  In  that  case,  he  might 
have  been  tempted  to  steal  another  horse, 
and  then  he  would  have  rid  to  the  devil,  of 
course." 

After  coffee,  I  took  my  leave  of  Mr  S  , 
with  proper  acknowledgi^ents  of  his  civil- 
ity, and  was  extremely  well  pleased  with  the 
entertainment  of  the  day,  though  not  yet 
satisfied  with  respect  to  the  nature  of  this 
connection  betwixt  a  man  of  character  in 
the  literary  world,  and  a  parcel  of  author- 
lings,  who,  in  all  probability,  would  never  be 
able  to  acquire  any  degree  of  reputation  by 
their  labours.  On  this  head  I  interrogated 
my  conductor,  Dick  Ivy,  who  answered  me 
to  this  effect :  *'  One  would  imagine  S 
had  some  view  to  his  own  interest,  in  giving 
countenance  and  assistance  to  those  people, 
whom  he  knows  to  be  bad  men,  as  well  as 
bad  writers ;  but,  if  he  has  any  such  view, 
he  will  find  himself  disappointed ;  fbr  if  he 
is  so  vain  as  to  imagine  he  can  make  them 
subservient  to  his  schemes  of  profit  or  ambi- 
tion, they  are  cunning  enough  to  make  him 
their  property  is  the  mean  time.  There  ia 
not  one  of  the  company  you  have  seen  to- 
day, myself  excepted,  who  does  not  owe  him 
particular  obligations.  One  of  them  he  bail- 
ed out  of  a  sponging-house,  and  afterwards 
paid  the  debt ;  another  he  translated  into  bis 
family,  and  clothed,  when  he  was  turned  out 
half-naked  from  jail,  in  consequence  of  an 
act  for  the  relief  of  insolvent  debtors;  a 
third,  who  was  reduced  to  a  woollen  niffht- 
cap,  and  lived  upon  sheeps'  trotters,  up  three 
pairs  of  stairs  backward,  in  Butcher-row,  he 
took  into  present  pay  and  free  ouarters,  and 
enabled  him  to  appear  as  a  ffentleman,  with- 
out having  the  fear  of  sheriCrs  officers  before 
his  eyes.  Those  who  are  in  distress  he  sa^ 
plies  with  money  when  he  has  it,  and  with  his 
cwdit  when  he  is  out  of  cash.  When  they 
want  business,  he  either  finds  employment 
for  them  in  his  own  service,  or  recommends 
them  to  booksellers,  to  execute  some  project 
he  has  formed  fbr  their  subsistence.  Tney 
are  always  welcome  to  his  table,  which, 
though  plain,  is  plentiful,  and  to  his  good 
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offices,  as  far  as  they  will  go ;  and,  when 
they  see  occa8ion«  they  make  use  of  his 
name  with  ,the  most  petulant  familiarity; 
nay,  they  do  not  even  scruple  to  arrogate  to 
themselves  the  merit  of  some  of  his  perform- 
ances, and  have  been  known  to  sell  their 
own  lucubrations  as  the  produce  of  his  brain. 
The  Scotchman  you  saw  at  dinner,  once 
personated  hina  at  an    alehouse  in  West 

Smithfield,  and',  in  the  character  of  S , 

had  his  head  broke  by  a  cow-keeper,  for  hav- 
ing spoken  disrespectfully  of  the  Christian 
religion  ;  but  he  took  the  law  of  him  in  his 
own  person,  and  the  assailant  was  fain  to 
give  him  ten  pounds  to  withdraw  his  ac- 
tion." 

1  observed,  that  all  this  appearance  of 
liberality  on  the  side  of  Mr  S — -— ,  was  easily 
accounted  for,  on  the  supposition  that  thev 
flattered  him  in  private,  and  engaged  his  ad- 
versaries  in  public ;  and  yet  T  was  astonish- 
ed,  when  1  recollected  that  I  often  had  seen 
this  writer  virulently  abused,  in  papers, 
poems,  and  pamphlets,  and  not  a  pen  was 
drawn  in  his  defence.  **But  you  will  be 
more  astonished,*'  said  he,  **  when  I  assure 
you  those  very  guests,  whom  you  saw  at  his 
table  to-day,  were  the  authors  of  great  part 
of  that  abuse ;  and  he  himself  is  well  aware 
of  their  particular  favours,  for  they  are  all 
eager  to  detect  and  betray  one  another." 
**  Sut  this  is  doing  the  Devil's  work  for  no- 
thing," cried  I.  "  What  should  induce  them 
to  revile  their  benefactor  without  provoca- 
tion 1"  "  Envy,"  answered  Dick,  "  is  the 
general  incitement ;  but  they  are  galled  by 

an  additional  scourge  of  provocation .    S 

directs  a  literary  journal,  in  which  their  pro- 
ductions are  necessarily  brought  to  trial; 
and  thouffh  many  of  them  have  been  treated 
with  such  lenity  and  favour  as  they  little  de- 
served, yet  the  slightest  censure,  such  as 
perhaps  could  not  1^  avoided  with  any  pre- 
tensions to  candour  and  impartiality,  has 
rankled  in  the  hearts  of  those  authors  to 
such  a  degree,  that  they  have  taken  imme- 
diate vengeance  on  the  critic,  in  anonymous 
libels,  letters,  and  lampoons.  Indeed,  all  the 
writers  of  the  age,  good,  bad,  and  indiffer- 
ent, from  the  moment  he  assumed  this  office, 
became  his  enemies,  either  professed,  or  in 
petto,  except  those  of  his  friends,  who  knew 
they  had  nothing  to  fear  from  his  strictures ; 
ana  he  must  be  a  wiser  man  than  me,  who 
can  tell  what  advantage  or  satisfaction  he 
derives  from  having  brought  such  a  nest  of 
hornets  about  his  ears." 

I  owned  that  was  a  point  which  might  de- 
serve  consideration ;  but  still  I  expressed  a 
desire  to  know  his  real  motives  for  continu- 
ing his  friendship  to  a  set  of  rascals  equally 
ungrateful  and  insignificant.  He  said  he  did 
not  pretend  to  assign  any  reasonable  motive ; 
that,  if  the  truth  must  be  told,  the  man  was, 
in  point  of  conduct,  a  most  incorrigible  fool ; 
5P» 


that,  though  he  pretended  to  have  a  knack 
at  hitting  offcharacters,  he  blundered  stran^o- 
ly  in  the  distribution  of  his  favours,  which 
were  generally  bestowed  on  the  most  unde- 
serving of  those  who  had  recourse  to  his  as- 
sistance; that,  indeed,  this  preference  was 
not  so  much  owin^  to  a  want  of  discernment, 
as  to  want  of  resolution ;  for  he  had  not  for- 
titude  enough  to  resist  the  importunity  even 
of  the  most  worthless ;  and,  as  he  did  not 
know  the  value  of  money,  there  was  very 
little  merit  in  parting  with  it  so  easily  ;  that 
his  pride  was  gratified  in  seeing  himself 
courted  by  such  a  number  of  literary  depend- 
ents ;  that,  probably,  he  delighted  in  hearing 
them  expose  and  traduce  one  another ;  and, 
finally,  from  their  information,  he  became 
acquainted  with  all  the  transactions  of  Grub 
street,  which  he  had  some  thoughts  of 
compiling,  for  the  entertainment  of  the  pub- 
lic. 

I  could  not  help  suspecting,  from  Dick's 
discourse,  that  he  had  some  particular  grudge 

against  S ,  upon  whose  conduct  he  had 

put  the  worst  construction  it  would  bear; 
and,  by  dint  of  cross-examination,  I  found  he 
was  not  at  all  satisfied  with  the  character 
which  had  been  given  in  the  review  of  his 
last  performance,  though  it  had  been  treatjsd 
civilly,  in  consequence  of  the  author's  ap- 
plication to  the  critic.    By  all  accounts, 

S is  not  without  weakness  and  caprice ; 

but  he  is  certainly  good-humoured  and  civil- 
ized ;  nor  do  I  find  that  there  is  any  thing 
overbearing,  cruel,  or  implacable,  in  his  dis- 
position. 

I  have  dwelt  so  long  upon  authors,  that 
you  will,  perhaps,  suspect  iHntend  to  enrol 
myself  among  the  fraternity ;  but,  if  I  were 
actually  qualified  for  the  profession,  it  is,  at 
best,  but  a  desperate  resource  against  starv- 
ing, as  it  afibrds  no  provision  for  old  age 
and  infirmity.  Salmon,  at  the  age  of  four- 
score, is  now  in  a  garret,  compiling  matter, 
at  a  guinea  a  sheet,  for  a  modern  historian, 
who,  in  point  of  age,  might  be  his  grand- 
child ;  and  Psalmonazar,  after  having  drudged 
half  a  century  in  the  literary  mill,  in  all  the 
simplicity  and  abstinence  of^^an  Asiatic,  sub- 
sists upon  the  charity  of  a  few  booksellers, 
just  sufficient  to  keep  him  from  the  parish. 
I  think  Guy^  who  was  himself  a  bookseller, 
ought  to  have  appropriated  one  wing  or  ward 
of  his  hospital  to  the  use  of  decaved  authors ; 
though,  indeed,  there  is  neither  hospital,  col- 
lege,  nor  workhouse,  within  the  bills  of  mor- 
tality, large  enough  to  contain  the  poor  of 
this  society,  composed,  as  it  is,  from  the 
refuse  of  every  other  profession. 

I  know  not  whether  you  will  find  any 
amusement  in  this  account  of  an  odd  race 
of  mortals,  whose  constitution  had,  I  own, 
greatly  interested  the  curiosity  of  yours, 

J.  MELPORD. 

London,  June  10. 
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To  M188  Latitia  Willis,  at  Glouces- 
ter. 

My  Dear  Letty, — There  is  something  on 
my  spirits,  which  I  should  not  venture  to 
communicate  by  the  post;  but  having  the 
opportunity  of  Mrs  Brentwood's  return,  I 
seize  it  eagerly,  to  disburden  my  poor  heart, 
which  is  oppressed  with  fear  and  vexation. 
O  Letty  \  what  a  miserable  situation  it  is  to 
be  without  a  friend  to  whom  one  can  apply 
for  counsel  and  consolation  in  distress  I  ] 
hinted  in  my  last,  that  one  Mr  Barton  had 
been  very  particular  in  his  civilities  : — I  can 
no  longer  mistake  his  meaning.  He  has 
formally  professed  himself  my  admirer;  and, 
after  a  thousand  assiduities,  perceiving  I 
made  but  a  cold  return  to  his  addresses,  he 
had  recourse  to  the  mediation  of  Lady  Gris- 
kin,  who  has  acted  the  part  of  a  very  warm 
advocate  in  his  behalf.  But,'  my  dear  Wil- 
lis, her  ladyship  overacts  her  part.  She  not 
only  expatiates  on  the  ample  fortune,  the 
great  connexions,  and  the  unblemished  cha- 
racter of  Mr  Barton,  but  she  takes  the  trouble 
to  catechise  me ;  and,  two  days  ago,  pe- 
remptorily told  me,  that  a  girl  of  my  age 
could  not  possibly  resist  so  many  consider- 
ations, if  her  heart  was  not  pre-engaged. 

This  insinuation  threw  me  into  sucli  a  flut- 
ter,  that  she  could  not  but  observe  my  dis- 
order;  and,  presuming  upon  the  discovery, 
insisted  upon  my  makmg  her  the  confidante 
of  my  passion.  But,  although  I  had  not 
such  command  of  myself  as  to  conceal  the 
emotion  of  my^eart,  I  am  not  such  a  child 
as  to  disclose  its  secrets  to  a  person  who 
would  certainly  use  them  tn  its  prejudice. 
I  told  her,  it  was  no  wonder  if  I  was  out  of 
countenance  at  her  introducing  a  subject  of 
conversation  so  unsuitable  to  my  years  and 
ilfexpenence :  that  I  believed  Mr  Barton 
.was  a  very  worthy  gentleman,  and  I  was 
much  obliged  to  him  for  his  good  opinion  ; 
but  the  affections  were  involuntary,  and 
mine,  in  particular,  had  as  yet  made  no  con- 
c^ions  in  his  favour.  She  shook  her  head, 
with  an  air  of  distrust  that  made  me  tremble, 
and  observed,  that  if  my  affections  were 
free,  they  would  submit  to  the  decision  of 
prudence,  especially  when  enforced  by  the 
authority  of  those  who  bad  a  ri^ht.to  direct 
my  conduct.  This  remark  implied  a  design 
to  interest  my  uncle  or  my  aunt,  perhaps  my 
brother,  in  behalf  of  Mr  Barton's  passion  ; 
aud  I  am  sadly  afraid  that  my  aunt  is  already 

Sained  over.  Yesterday,  in  the  afternoon, 
e  had  been  walking  with  us  in  the  park,  and 
stopping  in  our  return  at  a  toy-shop,  he  pre- 
sented her  with  a  very  fine  snuff-box,  and 
roe  with  a  cold  etuis,  which  I  resolutely  re- 
fused, till  she  commanded  me  to  accept  it,  on 
pain  of  her  displeasure  :  nevertheless,  being 
still  unsatisfied  with  respect  to  the  propriety 


of  receiving  this  toy,  I  signitied  my  doubts  to 
my  brother,  who  said  he  vr'ould  consult  my 
uncle  on  the  subject,  and  seei{ied  to  think 
Mr  Barton  had  been  rather  premature  in  hiB 
presents. 

What  will  be  the  result  of  this  consult- 
ation, heaven  knows  :  but  1  am  afraid  it  will 
produce  an  explanation  with  Mr  Barton, 
who  will,  no  doubt,  avow  his  passion,  and 
solicit  their  consent  to  a  connection  which 
my  soul  abhors ;  for,  my  dearest  Letty,  it  is 
not  in  my  power  to  love  Mr  Barton,  even  if 
my  heart  was  untouched  by  any  other  ten- 
derness :  not  that  there  is  any  thing  dis- 
agreeable about  his  pcrsoif ;  but  there  is  a 
total  want  of  that  nameless  charm  which 
captivates  and  controls  the  enchanted  spirit 
— at  least  he  appears  to  me  to  have  this  de- 
fect ;  but  if  he  had  all  the  engaging  qualifi- 
cations which  a  man  can  possess,  they  would 
be  excited  in  vain  against  that  constancy, 
which,  I  flatter  myself,  is  the  characteristic 
of  my  nature.  No,  my  dear  Willis,  I  may  be 
involved  in  fresh  troubjl^,  and  I  believe  I 
shall,  from  the  importunities  of  this  gentle- 
man and  the  violence  of  my  relations  ;  but 
my  heart  is  incapable  of  change. 

You  know  I  put  no  faith  in  dreams  ;  and 
yet  I  ha\^  been  much  disturbed  by  one  that 
visiteH  me  last  night.  I  thought  f  was  in  a 
church,  where  a  certain  person,  whom  you 
know,  was  on  the  point  of  being  married  to 
my  aunt ;  that  the  clergyman  was  Mr  Bar- 
ton, and  that  poor  forlorn  I  stood  weeping  in 
a  corner,  half  naked,  and  without  shoes  or 
stockings.  Now  I  know  that  there  is  no- 
thing so  childish  as  to  be  moved  by  those 
vain  illusions ;  but,  nevertheless,  in  spite  of 
all  my  reason,  this  hath  made  a  strong  im- 
pression upon  my  mind,  which  begins  to  be 
very  gloomy.  Indeed,  I  have  another  more 
substantial  cause  of  affliction — I  have  some 
religious  scruples,  my  dear  friend,  which  lie 
heavy  on  my  conscience.  I  was  persuaded 
to  go  to  the  tabernacle,  where  I  heard  a  dis- 
course that  affected  me  deeply.  I  have 
Frayed  fervently  to  be  enligiitencd,  but  as  yet 
am  not  sensible  of  these  inward  motions, 
these  operations  of  grace,  which  are  the  signs 
of  a  regenerated  spirit;  and  therefore  I  be- 
gin to  be  in  terrible  apprehensions  about  the 
state  of  my  poor  soul.  Some  of  our  ftimil^ 
have  had  very  uncommon  accessions,  parti- 
cularly my  aunt  and  Mrs  Jenkins,  who  some- 
times speak  as  if  they  were  really  inspired; 
so  thq.t  I  am  not  like  to  want  for  either  ex* 
hortation  or  example,  to  purify  my  thoughts, 
and  recall  them  from  the  vanities  of  this 
world,  which,  indeed,  I  would  willingly  re-  ^ 
siorn,  if  it  was  in  my  power ;  but,  to  make 
this  sacrifice,  1  must  be  enabled  bv  such  as- 
sistance  from  above  as  hath  not  yet  been  in- 
dulged to  your  unfortunate  friend, 

LYDIA  MELFORD 

June  10. 
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To  Sir  Watkin  Phillips,  Bart,  of  Jssus 

COLLEOB,  OXON. 

Dear  Phillips, — The  moment  I  received 
vour  letter,  I  began  to  execute  your  commiss- 
ion. With  the  assistance  of  mine  host  at 
the  Bull  and  Gate,  I  discovered  the  place 
to  which  your  fugitive  valet  had  retreated, 
and  taxed  him  with  his  dishonesty.  The 
fellow  was  in  msAiibst  confusion  at  sight  of 
me-— but  he  denied  the  charge  with  great 
confidence;  till  I  told' him,  that,  if  he  would 
give  up  the  watch,  which  was  a  family-piece, 
he  might  keep  the  money  and  the  clothes, 
a^d  go  to  the  devil  his  own  way,  at  his  lei- 
sure ;  but,  if  he  rejected  this  proposal,  I  would 
deliver  him  forthwith  to  the  constable,  whom 
I  had  provided  for  that  purpose,  and  he  would 
carry  him  before  the  justice  without  farther 
delay.  Afler  some  hesitation,  he  desired  to 
speak  with  me  in  the  next  room,  where  he 
produced  the  watch,  with  all  its  appendages ; 
and  I  have  deliver^  it  to  our  landlord,  to  be 
sent  you  by  the  fim  safe  conveyance.  So 
much  for  business. 

I  shall  grow  vain  upon  your  saying  you 
find  entertainment  in  my  letters,  barren,  as 
they  certainly  are,  of  incident  and  impor* 
tance ;  because  your  amusement  mtist  arise, 
not  from  the  matter,  but  from  the  manner, 
which  yoQ  know  is  all  my  own.  Animated, 
therefore,  by  the  approbation  of  a  person 
whose  nice  taste  and  consummate  judgment 
I  can  no  longer  doubt,  I  will  cheerfully  pro- 
coed  with  our  memoirs.  As  it  is  determined 
we  shall  set  out  next  week  for  Yorkshire,  I 
went  to-day,  in  the  forenoon,  with  my  uncle, 
to  see  a  carriage  belonging  to  a  coachmaker 
in  our  neighbourhood.  Turning  down  a 
narrow  lane,  behind  Long  Acre,  we  perceived 
a  crowd  of  people  standing  at  a  door,  which, 
it  seems,  opened  into  a  kind  of  methodist 
meeting,  and  were  informed  that  a  footman 
was  then  holding  forth  to  the  congregation 
within.  Curious  to  see  this  phenomenon, 
we  squeezed  into  the  place  with  much  diffi- 
culty ;  and  who  should  this  preacher  be,  but 
the  identical  Humphry  Clinker !  He  had 
finished  his  sermon,  and  given  out  a  psalm, 
the  first  stave  of  which  he  sung  with  peculiar 
grace.  But,  if  we  were  astonished  to  see 
Clinker  in  the  pulpit,  we  were  altogether 
confounded  at  finding  all  the  females  of  our 
fkmily  among  the  audience.  There  was 
Lady  Griskin,  Mrs  Tabitha  Bramble,  Mrs 
Winifred  Jenkins,  my  sister  Liddy,  and  Mr 
Barton,  and  all  of  them  joined  in  the  psalm- 
Oily  with  strong  marks  of  devotion. 

I  could  hardly  keep  my  gravity  on  this  lu- 
dicrous occasion  ;  but  old  Squaretoes  was 
differently  affected.  The  first  thing  that 
struck  him  was  the  presumption  of  his  lac- 
quey, whom  he  commanded  to  come  down, 
with  such  an  air  of  authority,  as  Humphry 
did  not  think  proper  to  disregard.     He  de- 


scended immediately,  and  all  the  people 
were  in  commotion.  Barton  looked  exceed- 
ingly sheepish.  Lady  Griskin  flirted  her  fan, 
Mrs  Tabby  groaned  in  spirit,  Liddy  changed 
countenance,  and  Mrs  Jenkins  sobbed  as  if 
her  heart  was  breaking.  My  uncle,  with  a 
sneer,  asked  pardon  of  the  ladies  for  having 
interrupted  their  devotion,  saying,  he  had 
particular  business  with  the  preacher,  whom 
he  ordered  to  call  a  hackney-coach.  This 
being  immediatelv  brought  up  to  the  end  of 
the  lane,  he  handed.  Liddy  into  it ;  and  my 
aunt  and  I  following  him,  we  drove  home, 
without  taking  any  rarther  notice  of  the  rest 
of  the  company,  who  still  remained  in  silent 
astonishment. 

Mr  Bramble,  perceiving  Liddy  in  great 
trepidation,  assumed  a  milder  aspect,  bidding 
her  to  be  under  no  concern,  for  he  was  not 
at  all  displeased  at  any  thiu^  she  had  done. 
— "  I  have  no  objection,"  said  he,  **  to  yoiu* 
being  religiously  inclined ;  but  I  don't  think 
my  servant  is  a  proper  ghostly  director  for  a 
devotee  of  your  sex  and  character.  If,  in 
fact  (as  I  rather  believe),  your  aunt  is  not 
the  sole  conductress  of  this  machine."— > 
Mrs  Tabitha  made  no  answer,  but  threw  up 
the  whites  of  her  eyes,  as  if  in  the  act  of 
ejaculation.  Poor  Liddy  said  she  had  no 
right  to  the  title  of  a  devotee ;  that  she 
thought  there  was  no  harm  in  hearing  a 
pious  discourse,  even  if  it  came  from  a  foot- 
man,  especially  as  her  aunt  was  present; 
but  that,  if  she  had  erred  from  ignorance, 
she  hoped  he  would  excuse  it,  as  she  could 
not  bear  the  thoughts  of  living  under  his 
displeasure.  The  old  gentleman,  pressing 
her  hand,  with  a  tender  smi4e,  said  she  was 
a  good  girl,  and  that  he  did  not  believe  her 
capable  of  doing  any  thing  that  could  give 
him  the  least  umbrage  or  disgust. 

When  we  arrived  at  our  lodgings,  he  com* 
manded  Mr  Clinker  to  attend  him  up  stairs, 
and  spoke  to  him  in  these  words. — **  Sindl 
you  are  called  upon  by  the  spirit  to  preach 
and  to  teach,  it  is  high  time  to  lay  aside  the 
livery  of  an  earthly  master;  and,  for  my 
part,  I  am  unworthy  to  have  an  apostle  in 
my  service."  "  I  hope,"  said  Humphry,  *•  I 
have  not  failed  in  my  duty  to  your  honour — ^I 
should  be  a  vile  wretch  if  I  did,  considering 
the  misery  from  which  your  charity  and 
compassion  relieved  me — but  having  an  in- 
ward admonition  of  the  spirit — "  "An  ad- 
monition of  the  devil,"  cried  the  squire  in  a 
pa^on.  "What  admonition,  you  block- 
head 1  What  right  has  such  a  fellow  as  you 
to  set  op  for  a  reformer !"  "Begging  yoor 
honour's  pardon,"  replied  Clinker,  "may 
not  the  new  light  of  God's  grace  shine  upon 
the  poor  and  ignorant  in  their  humility,  as 
well  as  upon  the  wealthy  and  the  philosopher 
in  all  his  pride  of  human  learnincj  1"  "  What 
you  imagine  to  be  the  new  light  of  grace," 
said  his  master,  "T  take  to  be  a  deceitful 
vapour,  glimmering  through  a  crack  in  yoiur 
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apper  story — in  a  word,  Mr  Clinker,  I  will 
have  no  light  in  my  family*  but  what  paya 
t^e  king's  taxes,  unless  it  be  the  light  of  rea- 
son, which  you  don't  pretend  to  follow." 

*'Ah,  sir!"  cried  Humphry,  '*the  lig^t 
of  reason  is  no  more,  in  comparison  to  the 
light  I  mean,  than  a  farthin?  candle  to  the 
sun  at  noon."  "  Very  true,'^  said  my  uncle, 
"the  one  will  serve  to  show  you  your  way, 
and  the  other  to  dazzle  and  confound  your 
weak  brain.  Hark  ye.  Clinker,  you  are 
either  an  hypocritical  knave,  or  a  wronff- 
headed  enthusiast ;  and,  in  either  case,  unfit 
Ni  for  my  service.  If  you  are  a  quack  in  sanc- 
/  tity  and  devotion,  you  will  find  it  an  easy 
matter  to  impose  upon  silly  women,  and 
others  of  crazed  understanding,  who  will 
contribute  lavishly  for  your  support.  If  you 
are  really  seduced  by  the  reveries  of  a  dis- 
turbed imagination,  the  sooner  you  lose  your 
senses  entirely,  the  better  for  yourself  and 
the  community.  In  that  case  some  charita- 
ble person  might  provide  you  with  a  dark 
room  and  clean  straw  in  Bedlam,  where  it 
would  not  be  in  your  power  to  infect  others 
with  your  fanaticism ;  whereas,  if  you  have 
just  reflection  enough  lefl  to  maintain  the 
character  of  a  chosen  vessel  in  the  meetings 
of  the  godly,  you  and  your  hearers  will  be 
misled  by  a  Will-o'the-wisp,  from  one  error 
into  another,  till  you  are  plunged  into  a  re- 
ligious frenzy;  and  then,  perhaps,  vou  will 
hang  yourself  in  despair — "  "Which  the 
Lord  of  his  infinite  mercy  forbid !"  exclaimed 
the  affrighted  Clinker.  "  It  is  very  possible 
I  may  be  under  the  temptation  of  the  devil, 
who  wants  to  wreck  me  on  the  rocks  of 
spiritual  pride.  Your  honour  says  I  am 
either  a  knave  or  a  madman;  now,  as  Fll 
assure  your  honour  I  am  no  knave,  it  follows 
that  I  must  be  mad;  therefore,  I  beseech 
your  honour,  upon  my  knees,  to  take  my 
case  into  consideration,  that  means  may  be 
Qsed  for  my  recovery." 

The  squire  could  not  help  smiling  at  the 
poor  fellow's  simplicity,  and  promised  to 
take  care  of  him,  provided  he  would  mind 
the  business  of  his  place,  without  running 
after  the  new  light  of  methodism ;  but  Mrs 
Tabitha  took  ofience  at  his  humility,  which 
she  interpreted  into  poorness  of  spirit  and 
worldly  mindedness.  She  upbraided  him 
with  the  want  of  courage  to  suffer  for  con- 
science sake ;  she  observed,  that  if  he  should 
lose  his  place  for  bearing  testimony  of  the 
truth.  Providence  would  not  fail  to  find^im 
another,  perhaps  more  advantageous;  and 
declaring,  that  it  could  not  be  very  ajnjeeable 
to  live  in  a  family  where  an  inquisition  was 
established,  retired  to  another  room  in  great 
agitation. 

My  uncle  followed  her  with  a  significant 
look ;  then  turning  to  the  preacher, — **  You 
hear  what  my  sister  says, — if  you  cannot  live 
*  with  me  upon  such  terms  a«  I  have  prescri- 
bed, the  vineyard  of  methodism  lies  before 


you,  and  she  seems  very  well  disposed  to 
reward  your  labour."  "  I  would  not  willing- 
ly give  offence  to  any  soul  upon  earth,"  an- 
swered Humphry ;  "  her  ladyship  has  been 
very  good  to  me  ever  since  we  came  to 
London ;  and  stjrely  she  has  a  heart  turned 
for  religious  exercises,  and  both  she  and 
Lady  Griskin  sing  psalms  and  hymns  like 
two  cherubims  ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  I  am 
bound  to  love  and  obey  your  honour.  It  be- 
cometh  not  such  a  poor  ignorant  fellow  as 
me  to  hold  dispute  with  a  gentleman  of  rank 
and  learning.  As  for  the  matter  of  know- 
ledge, I  am  no  more  than  a  beast  in  compa- 
rison to  your  honour :  therefore  I  submit ; 
and,  with  God's  grace,  I  will  follow  you  vo 
the  world's  end,  if  you  don't  think  me  too 
hx  gone  to  be  out  of*^  confinement." 

His  master  promised  to  keep  him  for  some 
time  longer  on  trial ;  then  desired  to  know 
in  what  manner  Lady  Griskin  and  Mr  Barton 
came  to  join  their  religious  society.  He 
told  him,  that  her  ladyship  was  the  person 
who  first  carried  my  aui^  and  sister  to  the 
tabernacle,  whither  he  attended  them,  and 
had  his  devotion  kindled  by  Mr  W-^-^'s 
preaching;  that  he  was  confirmed  in  this 
new  way  by  the  preacher's  sermons,  which 
he  had  bought  and  studied  with  great  atten- 
tion ;  that  his  discourse  and  prayers  had 
brought  over  Mrs  Jenkins  and  the  house- 
maid to  the  same  way  of  thinking ;  but  as 
for  Mr  Barton,  he  had  never  seen  him  at 
service  before  this  day,  when  he  came  in 
company  with  Lady  Griskin.  Humphry 
moreover  owned,  that  he  had  been  encour- 
aged to  mount  the  rostrum  by  the  example 
and  success  of  a  weaver,  who  was  much 
followed  as  a  powerful  minister:  that,  on 
his  first  trial,  he  found  himself  under  such 
strong  impulsions,  as  made  him  believe  he 
was  certainly  moved  by  the  spirit;  and 
that  he  had  assisted  in  Lady  Gnskin's  and 
several  private  houses,  at  exercises  of 
devotion. 

Mr  Bramble  was  no  sooner  informed  that 
her  ladyship  had  acted  as  the  pritnutn  mo- 
bile  of  this  confederacy,  than  he  concluded 
she  had  only  made  use  of  Clinker  as  a  tool, 
subservient  to  the  execution  of  some  design, 
to  the  true  secret  of  which  he  was  an  utter 
stranger.  He  observed,,  that  her  ladyship's 
brain  was  a  perfect  miU  for  projects ;  and 
that  she  and  Tabby  had  certainly  engaged  in 
some  secret  treaty,  the  nature  of  which  he 
could  not  comprehend.  I  told  him  I  thought 
it  was  no  difficult  matter  to  perceive  the 
drifl  of  Mrs  Tabitha,  which  was  to  ensnare 
the  heart  of  Barton,  and  that  in  all  likelihood 
my  Lady  Griskin  acted  as  her  auxiliary: 
that  this  supposition  would  account  for  their 
endeavours  to  convert  him  to  methodism ; 
an  event  which  would  occasion  a  connection 
of  souls  that  might  be  easily  improved  into 
a  matrimonial  union. 

My  uncle  seemed  to  be  much  diverted  by 
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the  thoughts  of  this  sbeme  succeeding ;  but 
I  gave  him  to  understand,  that  Barton  was 
pre-engaged ;  that  he  had  the  day  before  made 
a  present  of  an  etuis  to  Liddy,  which  her 
aunt  had  obliged  her  to  receive,  with  a  view 
(no  doubt)  to  countenance  her  own  accept- 
ance of  a  snuS-boz  at  the  same  time :  that 
mj  sister  having  made  me  acquainted  with 
this  incident,  I  had  desired  an  explanation 
of  Mr  Barton,  who  declared  his  intentions 
were  honourable,  and  expressed  his  hope  that 
I  would  have  no  objections  to  his  alliance  : 
that  I  had  thanked  him  for  the  honour  he 
intended  our  family ;  but  told  him,  it  would 
be  necessary  to  consult  her  uncle  and  aunt, 
Y/ko  were  her  guardians ;  and  their  approba- 
tion being  obtained,  I  could  have  no  objec- 
tion to  his  proposal ;  though  I  was  persua- 
ded that  no  violence  would  be  offered  to  my 
sister's  inclinations,  in  a  transaction  that  so 
nearly  interested  the  happiness  of  her  future 
life ;  that  he  had  assured  me,  he  should  never 
think  of  availing  himself  of  a  guardian's  au- 
thority, unless  he  could  render  his  addresses 
agreeable  to  the  young  lady  herself;  and 
that  he  would  immediately  demand  permis- 
sion of  Mr  and  Mrs  Bramble  to  make  Liddy 
a  tender  of  his  hand  and  fortune. 

The  squire  was  not  insensible  to  the  ad- 
vantages of  such  a  match,  and  declared  he 
would  promote  it  with  all  his  influence ;  but 
when  I  took  notice  that  there  seemed  to  be 
an  aversion  on  the  side  of  Liddy,  he  said  he 
would  sound  her  on  the  subject,  and  if  her 
reluctancy  was  such  as  would  not  be  easily 
overcome,  he  would  civilly  decline  the  pro- 
posal of  Mr  Barton  :  for  he  thought  that,  in 
the  choice  of  a  husband,  a  young  woman 
ought  not  to  sacrifice  the  feelings  of  her 
heart  for  any  consideration  upon  earth, — 
'*  Liddy  is  not  so  desperate,*'  said  he,  **  as  to 
wors))ip  fortune  at  such  an  expense."  I  take 
it  for  granted  this  whole  a^air  will  end  in 
smoke ;  though  there  seems  to  be  a  storm 
brewing  in  the  quarter  of  Mrs  Tabby,  who 
sat  with  all  the  sullen  dignity  of  silence  at  din- 
ner, seemingly  pregnant  with  complaint  and 
expostulation.  As  she  has  certainly  marked 
Barton  for  her  own  prey,  she  cannot  possibly 
favour  his  suit  with  Liddy  ;  and  therefore  I 
expect  something  extraordinary  will  attend 
his  declaring  himself  my  sister's  admirer. 
This  declaration  will  certainly  be  made  in 
form,  as  soon  as  the  lover  can  pick  up  reso- 
lution enough  to  stand  the  brunt  of  Mrs 
Tabby's  disappointment :  for  he  is,  without 
dotibt,  aware  of  her  designs  upon  his  person. 
The  particulars  of  the  denouement  you  shalj 
know  in  due  season.  Meanwhile,  I  am  al- 
ways yours,  J.  MELFORD. 

London,  June  10. 


To  Dr  Lewis. 
Dbab  Lswiii — The  deceitful  calm  was 


of  short  duration.  I  am  plunged  again  in  a 
sea  of  vexation,  and  the  complainto  in  my 
stomach  and  bowels  are  returned  ^  so  that  i 
suppose  I  shall  be  disabled  from  prosecutug 
the  excursion  I  had  planned.  What  the  de- 
vil had  I  to  do  to  come  a  plague-hunting 
with  a  leash  of  females  in  my  train  ?  Ye»> 
terday  my  precious  sister  (who,  by  the  bye, 
has  been  for  some  time  a  profest  methodist) 
came  into  my  apartment,  attended  by  Mr 
Barton,  and  desired  an  audience  with  a  very 
stately    air.      "Brother,"  said  she,  "this 

fmtleman  has  something  to  propose,  which 
flatter  myself  will  be  the  more  acceptable, 
as  it  will  rid  you  of  a  troublesome  compa- 
nion." Then  Mr  Barton  proceeded  to  tnis 
effect — "  I  am,  indeed,  extremely  ambitious 
of  being  allied  to  your  family,  Mr  Bramble, 
and  I  hope  you  will  see  no  cause  to  inter- 
pose your  authority."  **  As  for  authority," 
said  Tabby,  interrupting  him  with  some 
warmth,  "  I  know  of  none  that  he  has  a 
right  to  use  on  this  occasion.  If  I  pay  him 
the  compliment  of  making  him  acquainted 
with  the  step  I  intend  to  take,  it  is  all  he  can 
expect  in  reason.  This  is  as  much  as  I  be- 
lieve he  would  do  by  me,  if  he  intended  to 
change  his  own  situation  in  life.  In  a  wpid, 
brother,  I  am.  so  sensible  of  Mr  Barton's  ex- 
traordinary merit,  that  I  have  been  prevailed 
upon  to  alter  my  resolution  of  living  a  single 
life,  and  to  put  my  happiness  in  his  hands, 
by  vesting  him  with  a  legal  title  to  my  per* 
son  and  fortune,  such  as  they  are.  The  busi- 
ness at  present  is  to  have  the  writings 
drawn  ;  and  I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  if  yoa 
will  recommend  a  lawyer  to  me  for  that  pur- 
pose." 

You  may  guess  what  an  effect  this  over- 
ture had  upon  me,  who  (from  the  informa- 
tion of  my  nephew)  expected  that  Barton 
was  to  make  a  formal  declaration  of  his 
passion  for  Liddy ;  1  could  not  help  gazing 
in  silent  astonishment,  alternately  at  TAby 
and  her  supposed  admirer,  which  last  hung 
his  head  in  the  most  awkward  confusion  for 
a  few  minutes,  and  then  retired,  on  pretence 
of  being  suddenly  seized  with  a  vertigo. 
Mrs  Tabitha  affected  much  concern,  and 
would  have  had  him  make  use  of  a  bed 
in  the  house;  but  he  insisted  upon  going 
home,  lllat  he  might  have  recourse  to  some 
drops,  which  he  kept  for  such  ememnciy ; 
and  his  inamorata  acquiesced.  In  uxe  meati 
time  I  was  exceedingly  puzzled  at  this  ad- 
venture (though  I  suspected  the  truth),  and 
did  not  know  in  what  manner  to  demean  my- 
self towards  Mrs  Tpibitha,  when  Jerry  came 
in  and  told  me  he  had  just  seen  Mr  Barton 
alight  firom  his  chariot  at  Lady  Griskin's 
door.  This  incident  seemed  to  threaten  a 
visit  from  her  lad^hip,  with  which  we  were 
honoured  accordingly,  in  less  than  half  an 
hour.  "  1  find,"  said  she,  '*  there  has  Ipen 
a  match  of  cross-purposes  amony  you,  good 
folks ;  and  I'm  come  to  set  you  to  rights." 
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So  sayiog,  she  presented  me  with  the  follow- 
ing billet. 

»  "  Dbah  Sie, — I  no  sooner  recollected  my- 
aolf  from  the  extreme  confufiion  I  was  thrown 
into  by  that  unlucky  mistake  of  your  sister, 
than  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  assure  you,  that  my 
devoirs  to  Mrs  Bramble  never  exceeded  the 
bounds  of  ordinary  civility,  and  that  my  heart 
is  unalterably  fixed  upon  Miss  Liddy  Mel- 
ford,  as  I  had  the  honour  to  declare  to  her 
brother)  when  be  questioned  me  upon  that 
subject.  Lady  Griskin  has  been  so  good  as 
to  charge  herself,  not  only  with  the  delivery 
of  this  note,  but  also  with  the  task  of  unde- 
ceiving Mrs  Bramble,  for  whom  I  have  the 
most  profound  respect  and  veneration,  though 
ray  affection  being  otherwise  engaged,  is  no 
longer  in  the  power  of,  sir,  your  very  bumble 
servant^  **  Ralph  Barton." 

Having  cast  my  eyes  over  this  billet,  I 
told  her  .ladyship  that  I  would  no  longer  re- 
tard the  friendly  office  she  had  undertaken  ; 
and  I  and  Jerry  forthwith  retired  into  another 
room.  There  we  soon  perceived  the  con- 
versation grow  very  warm  betwixt  the  two 
ladies ;  and  at  length  could  distinctly  hear 
certain  terms  of  altercation,  which  we  could 
no  longer  delay  interrupting,  with  any  re- 
gfod  to  decorum.  When  we  entered  the 
scene  of  contention,  we  found  Liddy  had 
joined  the  disputants,  and  stood  trembling 
betwixt  them,  as  if  she  had  been  afraid  they 
Woudd  have  proceeded  to  something  more 
practical  than  words. .  Lady  Griskin's  face 
was  like  the  full  moon  in  a  storm  of  wind, 
glaring,  fiery,  and  portentous  ;  while  Tabby 
looked  grim  and  ghastly,  with  an  aspect 
breathing  discord  and  dismay.  Our  appear- 
ance put  a  stop  to  their  mutual  revilings  ; 
but  her  ladyship,  turning  to  mie, — ♦*  Cousin," 
said  she,  "  I  can't  help  saying  T  have  met 
with  a  very  ungrateful  return  from  this  lady, 
for  the  pains  I  have  taken  to  serve  her  fami- 
ly.'* "  My  family  is  much  obliged  to  your 
ladyship,"  cried  Tabby,  with  a  kind  of  hys- 
terical giggle,  **  but  we  have  no  right  to 
the  good  offices  of  such  an  honourable  go- 
between."  "  But,  for  all  that,  good  Mrs  Ta- 
bitha  Bramble,"  resumed  the  other,  "  I  shall 
be  content  with  the  reflection,  that  virtue  is 
its  own  reward ;  and  it  shall  not  be^y  fault 
if  you  continue  to  make  yourself  rffliculous. 
>1|  Bramble,  who  has  no  little  interest  of  his 
own  to  serve,  will,  no  doubt,  contribute  all' 
in  his  power  to  promote  a  match  betwixt  Mr 
Barton  and  his  niece,  which  will  be  equally 
h9m>urable  and  advantageous;  and,  I  dare 
81^  Miss  Liddy  herself  #irill  have  no  objec- 
t\<m  to  a  measure  so  well  calculated  to  make 
her  happy  in  life."  **  T  beg  your  ladyship's 
pardon,"  exclaimed  Liddy,  with  great  viva- 
city ;  "  I  have  nothing  biff  misery  to  expect 
from  such  a  measure  ;  and  I  hope  my  gimr- 
diaas  will  have  too  much  compassion  to  bar- 
ter my  pet^  of  mind  for  any  consideration 
of  interest  or  fortune."    **  tJ poxi  my  word, 


Miss  Liddy !"  said  she,  "  you  have  profited 
by  the  example  of  ^our  good  aunt.  I  com- 
prehend your  meaning,  and  will  explain  it 
when  I  have  a  proper  opportunity.  In  the 
mean  time  I  shall  take  my  leave — Madam, 
your  most  obedient  and  devoted  humble  ser- 
vant," said  she,  advancing  close  up  to  my 
sister,  and  courtesying  so  low,  that  i  thought 
she  intended  to  squat  herself  down  on  the 
floor.  This  salutation  Tabby  returned  with 
equal  solemnity ;  and  the  expression  of  the 
two  faces,  while  they  continued  in  this  atti- 
tude, would  be  no  bad  subject  for  a  pencil 
like  that  of  the  incomparable  Hogarth,  if  any 
such  should  ever  appear  again  in  these  times 
of  dullness  and  degeneracy. 

Jerry  accompanied  her  ladyship  to  her 
house,  that  he  might  have  an  opportunity  to 
restore  the  etuis  to  Barton,  and  advise  him 
to  give  up  his  suit,  which  was  so  disagree- 
able to  bis  sister,  against  whom,  however, 
he  returned  much  irritated.  Lady  Griskin 
had  assured  him,  that  Liddy's  heart  was  pre- 
occupied ;  and  immediately  the  idea  of  Wil- 
son recurring  to  his  imagination,  his  family 
pride  took  the  alarm.  He  denounced  ven- 
geance affainst  that  adventurer,  and  was  diik 
posed  to  be  very  peremptory  with  his  sister ; 
but  I  desired  he  would  suppress  his  resent- 
ment, until  I  should  have  talked  with  her  in 
private. 

The  poor  girl,  when  I  earnestly  pressed  her 
on  this  head,  owned,  with  a  flood  of  tears,  that 
Wilson  had  actually  come  to  the  hot  well  at 
Bristol,  and  even  introduced  himself  into  our 
lodgings  as  a  Jew  pedlar ;  but  that  nothing 
had  passed  betwixt  them,  further  than  her 
begging  him  to  withdraw  immediately,  if  he 
had  any  regard  for  her  peace  of  mind  :  ^at 
he  had  disappeared  accordingly,  after  havmg 
attempted  to  prevail  upon  my  sister's  maid  to 
deliver  a  letter,  which,  however,  she  refused 
to  receive,  though  she  had  consented  to  car- 
ry a  message,  importing,  that  he  was  a  gen- 
tleman  of  a  good  family,  and  that,  in  a  very 
little  time,  he  would  avow  his  passion  in  that 
character.  She  confessed,  that,  although  he 
had  not  kept  his  word  in  this  particular,  he 
was  not  yet  altogether  indiflferent  to  her  af- 
fection; but  solemnly  promised  she  would 
never  carry  on  any  correspondence  with  him, 
or  any  other  admirer,  for  the  future,  without 
the  privity  ahd  approbation  of  her  brother 
and  me. 

By  this  declaration  she  made  her  own 
peace  with  Jerry ;  but  the  hot-headed  boy  is 
more  than  ever  incensed  against  Wilion, 
whom  he  now  considers  as  an  impostor  that 
harbours  some  infamous  design  upon  the 
honour  of  his  family.  As  for  Barton,  he  was 
not  a  little  mortified  to  find  his  present  re- 
turned, and  his  addresses  so  unfavourably  re-- 
ceived ;  but  he  is  not  a  man  to  be  deeply 
afiected  by  such  disappointments ;  and  I 
know  not  whether  he  is  not  as  well  pleased 
with  being  discarded  by  Ljddy,  as  he  would 
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have  been  with  a  permission  to  prosecute 
his  pretensions,  at  the  risk  of  being  «very 
day  exposed  to  the  revenge  or  machinations 
of  Tabby,  who  is  not  to  be  slighted  with  im- 
punity.  I  had  not  much  time  to  moralize  on 
these  occurrences ;  for  the  house  was  visited 
by  a  constable  and  his  gang,  with  a  warrant 
from  Justice  Buzzard,  to  search  the  box  of 
Humphry  Clinker,  my  footman,  who  was 
just  apprehended  as  a  highwayman.  This 
uicident  threw  the  whole  family  into  con- 
fusion.  My  sister  scolded  the  constable  for 
presuming  to  enter  the  lodgings  of  a  gentle- 
man on  such  an  errand,  without  having  first 
asked  and  obtained  permission ;  her  maid 
was  frightened  into  fits,  and  Liddy  shed  tears 
of  compassion  for  the  unfortunate  Clinker, 
in  whose  box,  however,  nothing  was  found 
to  confirm  the  suspicion  of  robbery. 

For  my  own  part,  I  made  no  doubt  of  the 
fellow's  being  mistaken  for  some  other  per- 
son, and  I  went  directly  to  the  justice,  in  or- 
der to  procure  his  discharge;  but  there  I 
found  the  matter  much  more  serious  than  I 
expected.  Poor  Clinker  stood  trembling  at 
the  bar,  surrounded  by  thief-takers ;  and,  at 
a  little  distance,  a  thick  sauat  fellow,  a  post- 
ilion, his  accuser,  who  had  seized  him  in  the 
street,  and  swore  positively  to  his  person, 
that  the  said  Clinker  had,  on  the  15th  day 
of  March  last,  on  Blackheath,  robbed  a  gen- 
tieman,  in  a  post-chaise,  which  he  (the  post- 
ilion) drove.  This  deposition  was  sufficient 
to  justify  his  commitment ;  and  he  was  sent 
accordingly  to  Clerkenwell  prison,  whither 
Jerry  accompanied  him  in  the  coach,  in  oi;- 
der  to  recommend  him  properly  to  the  keep- 
er, that  he  may  want  for.  no  convenience 
wMch  the  place  affords. 

The  spectators  who  assembled  to  see  this 
highwayman,  were  sagacious  enough  to  dis- 
cern'something  very  vulainous  in  his  aspect ; 
wliich,  befirgin^  their  pardon,  is  the  very  pic- 
tujtl  of  simplicity  :  and  the  justice  himself 
put  a  very  unfavourable  construction  upon 
some  of  his  answers,  which,  he  said,  savour- 
ed of  the  ambiguity  and  equivocation  of  an 
t>ld  offender :  but,  in  my  opinion,  it  would 
have  been  more  just  and  humane  to  impute 
them,  to  the  confusion  into  which  we  may 
suppose  a  poor  country  lad  to  be  thrown  on 
sucn  an  occasion.  I  am  sUH  persuaded  he  is 
, 'innocent ;  and,  in  this  persuasion,  I  can  do 
no  less  than  use  my  utmost  endeavours  that 
he  may  not  be  oppressed.  I  shall,  to-morrow, 
send  my  nephew  to  wait  on  the  gentleman 
who  was  robbed,  and  beg  he  will  have  the 
humanity  to  go  and  see  the  prisoner ;  that, 
in  case  he  should  find  him  quite  different 
from  the  person  of  the  highwayman,  he  may 
bear  testimony  in  his  behalf.  However  it 
may  fare  with  Clinker,  this  cursed  affair  will 
be  to  me  productive  of  intolerable  chagrin. 
I  have  already  caught  a  dreadful  cold,  by 
'  rushing  intd  the  open  air  from  the  justice's 
parlous^  where  I  had  been  stewing  in  the 


crowd ;  and  though  I  should  not  be  laid  up 
with  the  gout,  as  I  believe  I  shall,  I  must 
stay  at  London  for  some  weeks,  till  the  poor 
devil  comes  to  his  trial  at  Rochester  il^o 
that,  in  all  probability,  my  northern  expedi- 
tion is  blown  up. 

If  you  can  find  any  thing  in  your  philoso- 
phical budget  to  console  me  in  the  midst  of 
these  distresses  and  apprehensions,  pray  let 
it  be  communicated  to  your  unfortunate 
friend,  MATT.  BRAMBLE. 

London,  June  12. 


To  Sir  Watkin  Phillips,  Bart,  of  Jesus 
College,  Oxon. 

Dear  Wat, — ^The  farce  is  finished,  and 
another  piece  of  a  graver  cast  brought  upon 
the  stage.  Our  aunt  made  a  desperate  at- 
tack upon  Barton,  who  had  no  other  way  of 
saving  himself  but  by  leaving  her  in  possess- 
ion of  the  field,  avowing  his  pretensions  to 
Liddy,  by  whom  he  has  been  rejected  in  his 
turn.  Lady  Griskin  acted  as  his  advocate 
and  agent  on  this  occasion,  with  such  zeal 
as  embroiled  her  with  Mrs  Tabitha ;  aj|j  a. 
high  scene  of  altercation  passed  bMNkt 
these  two  religionists,  which  might^Mivo 
come  to  action,  had  not  my  uncle  inter- 
posed.  They  are,  however,  reconciled,  in 
consequence  of  an  event  which  has  involved 
us  all  in  trouble  and  disquiet.  You  muiC 
know,  the  poor  preaefher,  Humphry  Clinker, 
is  now  exercising  his  ministry  among  the 
felons  in  Clerkenwell  prison.  A  postilion 
having  sworn  a  robbery  against  him,  no  bail 
could  be  taken,  and  he  was  committed  to 
gaol,  notwithstanding  all  the  remonstrances 
and  interest  my  uncle  could  make  in  his 
behalf. 

All  things  considered,  the  poor  fellow  can- 
not possibly  be  guilty,  and  yet,  I  believe,  he 
runs  some  risk  of  being  hanged.  Upon  his 
examination,  be  answered  with  such  hesita- 
tion and  reserve,  as  persuaded  most  of  the 
people,  who  crowded  the  place,  that  be  was 
really  a  knave;  and  the  justice's  remarks 
confirmed  their  opinion.  Exclusive  of  tny 
uncle  and  myself,  there  was  only  one  person 
who  seamed  inclined  to  favour  the  culprit. 
He  was  a  youn^  man,  well  dressed,  and 
from  the  manner  in  which  he  cross-e^amiaed 
the  evidence,  we  took  it  for  granted  that  he 
was  a  student  in  one  of  the  inns  of  court. 
He  freely  checked  the  justice  for  some  un- 
charitable inferences  he  made  to  the  PT^- 
dice  of  the  prisoner,  and  even  venturdpM) 
dispute  with  his  worship  on  certain  points  of 
law. 

My  uncle,  pro|;oked  at  the  unconnected 
and  dubious  answers  of  Clinker,  who  seem- 
ed in  danger  of  falling  a  sacrifice  to  his  sim- 
plichy,  exclaimed — "In  the  name  of  God,  if 
ou  are  innocent,  say  so."  *No,"  cried  ' 
e,  **  God  forbid  that  I  should  call  myself 
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innocent,  while  my  conscience  is  burdened 
with  sin."  *'  What,  then,  you  did  commit 
this  robbery  V  resumed  his  master.  "  No, 
Bipe,"  said  he,  **  blessed  be  the  Lord,  Vm 
free  of  that  guUt." 

Here  the  justice  interposed,  observing, 
that  the  man  seemed  inclined  to  make  a  dis- 
covery  by  turning  king's  evidence,  and  de- 
sired the  clerk  to  take  nis  confession ;  upon 
which  Humphry  declared,  that  he  looked 
upon  confession  to  be  a  popish  fraud,  in- 
vented by  the  whore  of  Babylon.  The  Tem- 
plar affirmed,  that  the  poor  fellow  was  non 
eampas,  and  exhorted  the  justice  to  dis- 
charge him  as  a  lunatic.  '*  You  know  very 
well,  added  he,  *'  that  the  robbery  in  ques- 
tion was  not  committed  by  the  prisoner." 

The  thief-takers  grinned  at  one  another ; 
and  Mr  Justice  Buzzard  replied  with  great 
emotion, — "  Mr  Martin,  I  desire  you  will 
mind  your  own  business ;  I  shall  convince 
you  one  of  these  da3rs  that  I  understand 
mine."  In  short,  there  was  no  remedy ;  the 
mittimus  was  made  out,  and  poor  Clinker 
seat  to  prison  in  a  hackney-coach,  guarded 
by  the  constable,  and  accompanied  by  your 
humble  servant.  By  the  way,  I  was  not  a 
lilde  surprised  to  hear  this  retainer  to  jus- 
tice bid  the  prisoner  to  keep  up  his  spirits, 
for  that  he  did  not  at  all  doubt  but  that  he 
would  i^t  off  for  a  few  weeks'  confinement. 
He  said,  his  worship  knew  very  well  that 
Clinker  was  innocent  of  the  fiict,  and  that 
the  real  highwayman  who  robbed  the  chaise, 
was  no  other  than  that  very  individual  Mr 
Martin,  who  had  pleaded  so  strenuously  for 
honest  Humphry. 

Confounded  at  this  information,  I  asked, — 
"  Why  then  is  he  suffered  to  go  about  at  his 
liberty,  and  this  poor  innocent  fellow  treated 
as  a  malefactor  1"  "  We  have  exact  intel- 
lig[ence  of  all  Mr  Martin's  transactions," 
said  he ;  **  but  as  yet  there  is  no  evidence 
sufficient  for  his  conviction  ;  and  as  for  this 
young  man,  the  justice  could  do  no  less  than 
commit  him,  as  the  postilion  swore  point 
blank  to  his  identity."  <*  So,  if  this  rascally 
postilion  should  persist  in  the  falsity  to 
which  he  has  sworn,"  said  I,  **  this  innocent 
lad  may  be  brought  to  the  gallows." 

The  constable  observed,  that  li^  would 
have  time  enough  to  prepare  for  his  trial, 
and  roielit  prove  an  alibi ;  or,  perhaps,  Mar- 
tin might  be  apprehended  and  convicted  for 
another  fact,  in  which  case  be  might  be 
prevailed  upon  to  take  this  affair  upon  him- 
self; or,  finally ,  if  these  chances  should  fail, 
aoA^e  evidence  stand  good  against  Clinker, 
the  jury  might  recommend  him  to  mercv,  in 
consideration  of  his  youth,  especially  ir  this 
should  appear  to  be  the  i^st  fact  of  which 
he  had  been  guilty. 

Humphry  owned  he  could  not  pretend  to 
racoHect  wbere  he  had  been  on  the  day  when 
the  robbery  was  committed,  much  less  prove 
a  eircumstance  of  that  kind  00  far  back  as 


six  months,  though  he  knew  he  had  been 
sick  of  the  fever  and  ague,  which,  however, 
did  not  prevent  him  from  going  about.  Then» 
turning  up  his  eyes,  he  ejaculated, — **  The 
Lord's  will  be  done !  if  it  be  my  fate  to  buH 
fer,  I  hope  I  shall  not  disgrace  the  faith,  of 
which,  though  unworthy,  I  make  profession." 

When  I  expressed  my  surprise  that  the 
accuser  should  persist  in  charging  Clinker, 
without  taking  the  least  notice  of  the  real 
robber,  who  stood  before  him,  and  to  whom, 
indeed,  Humphry  bore  not  the  least  resem* 
blance,  the  constable  (who  was  himself  a 
thief-taker)  gave  me  to  understand,  that  Mr 
Martin  was  the  best  qualified  for  business 
of  all  the  gentlemen  on  the  road  he  had  ever 
known ;  that  he  had  always  acted  on  his 
own  bottom,  without  partner  or  correspond- 
ent, and  never  went  to  work  but  when  he 
was  cool  and  sober ;  that  his  courage  and 
presence  of  mind  never  failed  him ;  that  his 
address  was  genteel,  and  his  behaviour  void 
of  all  cruelt]^  and  insolence ;  that  he  never  en- 
cumbered himself  with  watches,  or  trinkets, 
nor  even  with  bank-notes,  but  always  dealt 
for  ready  money,  and  that  in  the  current 
coin  of  the  kingdom  ;  and  that  he  could  dis- 
guise himself  and  his  horse  in  such  a  man- 
ner, that,  after  the  action,  it  was  impossible 
to  recognise  either  the  one  or  the  other. 
*'  This  great  man,"  said  he,  '*  has  reigned 
paramount  in  all  the  roads  within  fifty  miles 
of  London  above  fifteen  months,  and  has 
done  more  business  in  that  time  than  all  the 
rest  of  the  profession  put  together ;  for  those 
who  pass  through  his  hands  are  so  delicately 
dealt  with,  that  they  have  no  desire  to  ffive 
him  the  least  disturbance ;  but,  for  all  that, 
his  race  is  almost  run.  He  is  now  fluttewig 
about  justice,  like  a  moth  about  a  candle. 
There  are  so  many  lime-twigs  laid  in  his 
way,  that  I'll  bet  a  cool  hundred  he  s^ngs 
before  Christmas." 

Shall  I  own  to  you,  that  this'  port|ait, 
drawn  by  a  ruffian,  heightened  by  what  I 
myself  had  observed  in  his  deportment,  has 
interested  me  warmly  in  the  fate  of  poor 
Martin,  whom  nature  seems  to  have  intend* 
ed  for  a  useful  and  honourable  member  of 
that  community  upon  which  he  now  preys 
for  subsistence!  It  seems  he  lived  some 
time  as  a  clerk  to  a  timber-merchant,  whose 
daughter  Martin  having  privately  married, 
he  was  discarded,  and  his  wife  turned  out 
of  doors.  She  did  not  long  survive  her  mar- 
riage; and  Martin,  turning  fortune-hunter, 
could  not  supply  his  occasions  any  other 
way,  than  by  takmg  to  the  road,  in  which  be 
has  travelled  hitherto  with  uncommon  suc- 
cess. He  pays  his  respects  regularly  to  Mr 
Justice  Buzzard,  the  thief-catcher-general 
of  this  metropolis,  and  sometimes  they  smoke 
a  pipe  together  very  lovingly,  when  the  con. 
versation  generally  turns  upon  the  nature  of 
evidence.  The  justice  has  given  him  fair 
warning  to  take  care  of  himself  and.  he. has 
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received  his  caution  in  ^ood  part.  Hitherto 
he  has  baffled  ail  the  vigilance,  art  and  ac« 
tivity  of  Buzzard  and  his  emissaries,  with 
such  conduct  as  would  have  done  honour  to 
the  genius  of  a  Cesar  or  a  Turenne ;  but  he 
has  one  weakness,  which  has  proved  fatal  to 
all  the  heroes  of  the  tribe,  namely,  an  indis- 
creet devotion  to  the  fair  sex,  and,  in  all  pro- 
bability,  he  will  be  attacked  on  this  defence- 
less quarter. 

Be  that  as  it  may,  I  saw  the  body  of  poor 
Clinker  consigned  to  the  gaoler  of  Clerken- 
well,  to  whose  indulgence  I  recommended 
him  so  effectually,  that  he  received  him  in 
the  most  hospitable  manner,  though  there 
was  a  necessity  for  equipping  him  with  a 
suit  of  irons,  in  which  he  made  a  very  rueful 
appearance.  The  poor  creature  seemed  as 
much  affected  by  my  uncle's  kindness  as  by 
his  own  misfortune.  When  I  assured  him 
that  nothing  should  be  left  undone  for  pro- 
curing his  enlargement,  and  making  his  con- 
finement easy  in  the  mean  time,  he  fell  down 
upon  his  knees,  and  kissing  my  hand,  which 
he  bathed  with  his  tears, — "O  squire!"  cried 
he,  sobbing,  **  what  shall  I  say  1 — I  can't — 
no,  I  can't  speak — my  poor  heart  is  bursting 
with  gratitude  to  you  and  my  dear— -dear — 
generous — noble  benefactor. 

I  protest,  the  scene  became  so  pathetic, 
that  I  was  fain  to  force  myself  away,  and 
returned  to  my  uncle,  who  sent  me  m  the 
afternoon  with  his  compliments  to  one  Mr 
Mead,  the  person  who  bad  been  robbed  on 
Blackheath.  As  I  did  not  find  him  at  home, 
I  left  a  message,  in  consequence  of  which 
he  called  at  our  lodging  this  morning,  and 
very  humanely  agreed  to  visit  the  prisoner. 
By  this  time  Lady  Griskin  had  come  to  make 
her  formal  compliments  of  condolence  to 
Mrs  Tabitha  on  this  domestic  calamity ;  and 
that  prudent  maiden,  whose  passion  was  now 
cooled,  thought  proper  to  receive  her  lady- 
ship so  civilly,  that  a  reconciliation  imme- 
diately ensued.  These  two  ladies  resolved 
to  comfort  the  poor  prisoner  in  their  own 
persons,  and  Mr  Mead  and  I  squired  them 
to  Clerkenwell,  my  uncle  being  detained  at 
home  by  some  slignt  complaints  in  his  sto- 
mach and  bowels. 

The  turnkey,  who  received  us  at  Clerken- 
well,  looked  remarkably  sullen;  and  when 
we  inquired  for  Clinker, — "  I  don't  care  if 
the  devil  had  him,  said  he ;  here  has  been 
nothing  but  canting  and  praying  since  the 
fellow  entered  the  place.  Rabbit  him !  the 
tap  will  be  ruined — ^we  han't  sold  a  cask  of 
beer,  nor  a  dozen  of  wine,  since  he  paid  his 
eamish — the  gentlemen  get  drunk  with  no- 
tning  but  your  damn'd  religion.  For  my 
part,  I  believe  as  how  your  man  deals  with 
the  devil.  Two  or  three  as  bold  hearts  as 
ever  took  the  air  upon  Hounslow,  have  been 
blubbering  all  night :  and  if  the  fellow  an't 
speedily  removed  by  habeas  corpus,  or  other- 
wise. Til  be  damn'd  if  there's  a  grain  of  true 
6  Q* 


I  spirit  left  within  these  walls — we  shan't  have 
a  soul  to  do  credit  to  the  place,  or  to  make 
his  exit  like  a  tnie-born  £nglishman-^ama 
my  eyes,  there  will  be  nothing  but  sniveUng 
in  the  cart — we  shall  all  die  like  so  many 
psalm-singing  weavers." 

In  short,  we  found  that  Humphry  was,  at 
that  very  instant,  haranguing  the  felons  in 
the  chapel ;  and  that  the  jailor's  wife  and 
daughter,  together  with  my  aunt's  woman. 
Win  Jenkins,  and  our  house-maid,  were 
amonff  the  audience,  which  we  immediately 
joined.  I  never  saw  any  thing  so  strongly 
picturesque  as  this  congregation  of  felons 
clanking  their  chains,  in  the  midst  of  whom 
stook  orator  Clinker,  expatiating,  in  a  trans- 
port  of  fervour,  on  the  torments  of  hell  de- 
nounced in  scripture  against  evil-doers,  com-  ^ 
prebending  murderers,  robbers,  thieves,  and  ^ 
whoremongers.  The  variety  of  attention 
exhibited  in  the  faces  of  those  ragamuffins, 
formed  a  groupe,  that  would  not  have  dis- 

f raced  the  pencil  of  a  Raphael.  In  one,  it 
enoted  admiration ;  in  another,  doubt ;  in  a 
third,  disdain ;  in  a  fourth,  contempt ;  ift  a 
fifth,  terror;  in  a  sixth,  derision ;  and  in  a 
seventh,  indignation.  As  for  Mrs  Winifred 
Jenkins,  she  was  in  tears,  overwhelmed  with 
sorrow  ;  but  whether  for  her  own  sins,  or  the 
misfortune  of  Clinker,  I  cannot  pretend  to 
say.  The  other  females  seemed  to  listen 
with  a  mixture  of  wonder  and  devotion. 
The  iailor's  wife  declared  he  was  a  saint  in 
trouble,  saying,  she  wished  from  her  heart 
there  was  such  another  good  soul  like  him 
in  every  gaol  in  England. 

Mr  Mead,  having  earnestly  surveyed  the 
preacher,  declared  his  appearance  was  so 
different  from  that  of  the  person  who  robbed 
him  on  Blackheath,  that  he  could  freely 
make  oath  he  was  not  the  man.  But  Hum- 
phry himself  was  by  this  time  pretty  well  rid 
of  all  apprehensions  of  being  hanged  ;  for  he 
had  been  the  night  before  solemnly  tried  and 
acquitted  by  his  fellow-prisoners,  some  of 
whom  he  had  already  converted  to  method- 
ism.  He  now  made  proper  acknowledge- 
ments for  the  honour  of  our  visit,  and  was 
permitted  to  kiss  the  hands  of  the  ladies, 
who  assured  him,  he  might  depend  upon  their 
friendship  and  protection.  Lady  Griskin, 
in  her  great  zeal,  exhorted  his  fellow-prison- 
ers to  profit  by  the  precious  opportunity  of 
having  such  a  saint  m  bonds  among  them, 
and  turn  over  a  new  leaf  for  the  benefit  of 
their  poor  souls ;  and,  that  her  admonition 
might  have  the  greater  effect,  she  reinforced 
it  with  her  bounty.- 

While  she  and  Mrs  Tabby  returned  in  the 
coach  with  the  two  maid-servants,  I  waited 
on  Mr  Mead  to  the  house  of  Justice  Buzzard, 
who,  havinff  heard  his  declaration,  said,  his 
oath  could  oe  of  no  use  at  present,  but  that 
he  would  be  a  material  evidence  for  the  pri. 
soner  at  his  trial ;  so  that  there  seems  to  be 
no  remedy  but  patience  for  poor  Clinker ; 
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and  indeed  the  same  virtue,  or  medicine, 
will  be  necessary  for  us  all,  the  squire  in 
particular,  wbo  bad  set  hit  heart  upon  his 
excursion  to  the  northward.  • 

While  we  were  visiting  honest  Humphry 
in  Clerkenwell  prison,  my  uncle  received  a 
much  more  extraordinaiy  visit  at  his  own 
lodffings.    Mr  Martin,  of  whom  I  have  made 
such  honourable  mention,  desired  permission 
to  pay  him  his  respects,  and  was  admitted 
acconlin^ly.    He  told  him,  that  having  oh- 
served  him,  at  Mr  Buzzard's,  a  good  deal 
disturbed  bv  what  had  happened  to  his  ser* 
vant,  he  had  come  to  assure  him  he  had  no- 
thing  to  apprehend  for  Clinker's  life ;  for,  if 
it  was  possible  that  any  jury  could  find  him 
guilty,  upon  such  evidence,  he,  Martin  him- 
«elf,  would  produce  in  court  a  person  whose 
deposition  would  bring  him  off  as  clear  ss 
the  sun  at  noon.    Sure  the  fellow  would  not 
be  so  romantic  as  to  take  the  robbery  upon 
himself!    He  said  the  postilion  was  an  in- 
Jkmous  fellow,  who  had  been  a  dabbler  in 
the  same  profession,  and  saved  his  life  at  the 
(M  Bailey  by  impeaching  his  companions ; 
that,  being  now  reduced  to  mat  poverty,  he 
had  made  this  desperate  push,  to  swear  away 
the  life  of  an  innocent  man,  in  hopes  of 
having  the  rewsrd  unon  his  conviction ;  but 
that  he  would  find  nimself  miserably  disap- 
pointed, for  the  justice  and  his  myrmidobs 
were  determined  to  admit  of  no  interloper  in 
this  branch  of  business ;  and  that  he  did  not 
at  all  doubt  but  that  they  would  find  matter 
enough  to  stop  the  evidence  himself  before 
the  next  jjaol  deliveiy.    He  affirmed,  that 
all  these  circumstances  were  well  known  to 
the  justice ;  and  that  his  severity  to  Clinker 
was  no  other  than  a  hint  to  his  master  to 
make  him  a  present  in  private,  as  an  ac- 
knowledgment of  his  candour  and  humanity. 
This  hmt,  however,  was  so  unpalatable  to 
Mr  Bramble,  that  he  declared  with  great 
warmth,  he  would  rather  confine  himself  for 
life  to  London,  which  he  detested,  than  be  at 
liberty  to  leave  it  to-morrow,  in  consequence 
of  encouraging  corruption  in  a  magistrate. 
Hearing,  however,  how  favourable  Mr  Mead's 
report  had  been  for  the  prisoner,  he  resolved 
to  take  the  advise  of  counsel,  in  what  man- 
ner to  proceed  for  his  immediate  enlarge- 
ment.   I  make  no  doubt  but  in  a  day  or  two 
this  trooblesome  business  may  be  discussed ; 
and  in  this  hope  we  are  preparing  for  our 
journey.    If  our  endeavours  do  not  miscar- 
ry, we  shall  have  Udten  the  field  before  you 
hmt  again  flrom  youia,       J.  BIELFORD. 
London^  June  11. 


To  De  Lbwu. 

Thank  heaven!  dear  Lewis,  the  doods 
are  dispersed ;  and  I  have  now  the  clearest 
prospect  of  my  summer  campaign,  which,  I 
Bopei  I  shall  be  able  to  begin  Umdorow. 


I  took  the  advice  of  counsel  with  respect  to 
the  case  of  Clinker,  in  whose  favour  a  lucky 
accident  has  intervened.  The  fellow  who 
accused  him  has  had  his  own  bsttery  turned 
upon  himself.  Two  days  ago  he  was  appre- 
hended for  a  robbery  on  &e  highway,  and 
committed  on  the  evidence  of  an  accomplice. 
Clinker  having  moved  for  a  writ  of  habeas 
corpus,  was  brought  before  the  lord-chief 
justice,  who,  in  consequence  of  an  affidavit 
of  the  gentleman  who  had  been  robbed,  im- 
porting  that  the  said  Clinker  was  not  the 
person  who  stopped  him  on  the  highway,  as 
well  as  in  consideration  of  the  postiRon's  cha- 
racter and  present  circumstances,  was  pleas* 
ed  to  order  that  my  servant  should  be  admit- 
ted to  bail ;  and  he  has  been  discharged  ac- 
cordingly, to  the  unspeakable  satisfaction  of 
our  whole  family,  to  which  he  has  recom- 
mended himself  in  an  extraordinary  manner, 
not  only  by  his  obliging  deportment,  but  by 
his  talents  of  preaching,  praying,  and  singin? 
psalms,  which  he  has  exercised  with  avm 
effect,  that  even  Tabby  respects  him  as  a 
chosen  vessel.  Tf  there  was  any  thing  like 
affectation  or  hypocrisv  in  this  excess  of  rdi- 
gion,  I  would  not  keep  him  in  my  service ;  but 
so  far  as  I  can  observe,  the  feHow's  character 
is  downright  simplicity,  warmed  with  a  kind 
of  enthusiasm,  which  renders  him  very  sus- 
ceptible of  gratitude  and  attachment  to  his 
benefactors. 

As  he  is  an  excellent  horseman,  and  un- 
derstands farriery,  I  have  bought  a  stout 
gelding  for  his  use,  that  he  may  attend  ns  on 
Uie  road,  and  have  an  eye  to  our  cattle,  in 
case  the  coachman  should  not  mind  his  busi- 
ness. My  nephew,  who  is  to  ride  his  own 
saddle-horse,  has  taken  (upon  trial)  a  ser- 
vant just  come  from  abroad  with  his  former 
master.  Sir  William  Strollop,  who  vouches 
for  his  honesty.  The  fellow,  whose  name  is 
Dutton,  seems  to  be  a  petit  maitre.  He  has 
got  a  smattering  of  French,  bows  and  grins 
and  shrugs,  and  takes  snuff  a  la  mode  de 
France  /out  values  himself  chiefly  upon  his 
skill  and  dexterity  in  hair-dressing.  If  I  am 
not  much  deceived  by  appearance,  he  is,  in 
all  respects,  the  very  contrast  of  Humphry 
Clinker. 

Mv  sister  has  made  up  matters  with  Lady 
Griskin ;  though,  I  must  own,  I  should  not 
have  been  sorry  to  see  that  connection  en- 
tirely destroyed :  but  Tabby  is  not  of  a  dis- 
position to  forgive  Barton,  who  (I  under- 
stand) is  gone  to  his  seat  in  Berkshire  for 
the  summer-season.  I  cannot  help  suspect- 
ing, that,  in  the  treaty  of  peace  which  has 
b^n  latelv  ratified  betwixt  those  two  females, 
it  is  stipulated,  that  her  ladyship  shall  use 
her  best  endeavours  to  provide  an  agreeable 
help-mate  for  our  sister  Tabitha,  who  seenui 
to  be  quite  desperate  in  her  matrimonial  de- 
signs. Perhaps  the  match-maker  is  to  have 
a  valuable  consideration  in  the  way  of  bro- 
keragOi  which  she  will  most  certainly  dmiMM, 
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if  she  can  find  any  man  in  his  senses  who 
will  yoke  with  Mrs  Bramble  from  motives  of 
affisction  or  interest. 

I  find  m^  spirits  and  my  health  affect  each 
other  reciprocally — ^that  is  to  say,  every 
thing  that  dia|omposes  my  mind,  produces 
a  correspondent  disorder  in  my  body ;  and  my 
bodily  complaints  are  remarkably  mitigated 
bjr  those  considerations  that  dissipate  the 
clouds  of  mental  chagrin.  The  imprison- 
ment of  Clinker  brought  on  those  symptoms 
which  I  mentioned  in  my  last,  and  now  they 
are  vanished  at  his  discharge.  It  must  -be 
owned,  indeed,  I  took  some  of  the  tincture 
of  ^nsang,  prepared  according  to  your  pre- 
scnption,  and  found  it  exceedingly  grateful 
to  the  stomach ;  but  the  pain  and  sickness 
continued  to  return,  after  short  intervals,  till 
'  the  anxietv  of  my  mind  was  entirely  remov- 
ed, and  then  I  found  myself  perfectly  at 
ease.  We  have  had  fair  weather  these  ten 
days,  to  the  astonishment  of  the  Londoners, 
who  think  it  portentous.  If  you  enjoy  the 
same  indulgence  in  Wales,  I  hope  Barnes  has 
got  my  hay  made,  and  safe^cocked,  by  this 
time.  As  we  shall  be  in  motion  for  some 
weeks,  I  cannot  expect  to  hear  from  you  as 
usual ;  but  I  shall  continue  to  write  from 
every  place  at  which  we  make  any  halt,  that 
Vou  may  know  our  track,  in  case  it  should 
be  necessary  to  communicate  any  thing  to 
your  assured  friend, 

MATT.  BRAMBLE. 
London^  June  14. 


To  Mrs  Mabt  Jorbs,  at  Bramblbton- 

Hall. 

Dbar  Mary, — ^Having  the  occasion  of 
my  cpusin  Jenkins  of  A^rga'ny,  I  send  you 
(as  a  token)  a  turkey-shell  comb,  a  kiple  of 
yards  of  green  ribbon,  and  a  sarment  upon 
the  nothingness  of  good  works,  which  was 
preached  in  tlie  tabernacle  ;  and  you  will  al- 
so receive  a  horn-buck  for  Soul,  whereby  she 
may  learn  her  letters ;  for  I  am  much  con- 
samed  about  the  state  of  her  poor  sol&— 
and  what  are  all  the  pursuits  of  this  life  to 
the  consams  of  that  immortal  part  1— -what 
is  life  but  a  veil  of  affliction  ?— O  Mary  !  the 
whole  family  have  been  in  such  a  constipa- 
tion !  Mr  Clinker  has  been  in  trouble,  but 
r  the  gates  of  hell  have  not  been  able  to  pre- 
*  vail  against  him.  His  virtue  is  like  pour 
gold,  seven  times  tried  in  the  fire.  He  was 
tuck  up  for  a  robbery,  and  had  before  Gus- 
tass  Bushard,  who  made  his  mittamouse; 
and  the  pore  youth  was  sent  to  prison  upon 
the  fals  oaf  of  a  willian,  that  wanted  to 
sware  his  life  away  for  the  looker  of  caio. 

The  squire  did  all  in  his  power,  but  could 
not  prevent  his  being  put  in  chains,  and  con- 
fined among  common  manufactors,  where  he 
stod  like  an  innocent  sheep  in  the  midst  of 
wolves   and   tygers.     Lord   knows   what  I 


ed  to 
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mought  have  happened  to  this  pyehoose 
young  man,  if  master  had  not  applied  to^ 
Apias  Korkus,  who  lives  with  the  ould 
'.laff,  and  is,  they  say,  five  hundred  years 
(God  bless  us !)  and  a  congeror ;  but 
be,  sure  I  am  he  don't  deal  with  the  devil, 
otherwise  he  wouldn*t  have  fought  out  Mr 
Clinker,  as  he  did,  in  spite  of  stone  walls, 
iron  bolts,  and  double  locks,  that  flew  open 
at  his  command :  for  ould  Scratch  has  not  a 
greater  enemv  upon  hearth  Uiau  Mr  Clinker, 
who  is  indeed  a  very  powerful  labourer  in 
the  Lord's  vineyard,  i  do  no  more  than  use 
the  words  of  my  good  lady,  who  has  got  the 
infectual  calling ;  and  I  trust,  that  even  ray* 
self,  though  unworthy,  shall  find  grease  to  be 
accepted.  Miss  Ijddy  has  been  touched  to 
the  quick,  but  is  a  little  timoursome ;  how-  ^ 
somever,  I  make  no  doubt  but  she  and  all  of  ^ 
us  will  be  brought,  by  the  endeavours  of  Mr . 
Clinker,  to  prepuce  blessed  fruit  of  genera- 
tion and  repentance.  As  for  master  and  the 
young  squire,  they  have  as  yet  had  narro 
glimpse  of  the  new  light.  I  doubt  as  how 
their  hearts  are  hardened  by  worldly  wisdom, 
which,  as  the  pyebill  saith,  is  foolishness  in 
the  sight  of  Crod. 

O  Mary  Jones !  pray  without  ceasing  for 
grease  to  prepare  you  for  the  operations  of 
this  wonderful  instrument,  which  I  hope  will 
be  exercised  this  winter  upon  you  and  others 
at  Brarobleton-hall.  To-morrow  we  are  to 
set  out  in  a  cox  and  four  for  Yorkshire ;  and 
(I  believe)  we  shall  travel  that  way  far,  and 
far,  and  farther  than  I  can  tell ;  but  I  shan't 
go  so  far  as  to  forget  my  friends ;  and  Maiy 
Jones  will  always  oe  remembered  as  one  o£ 
tiiem  by  her  humble  sarvant, 

WIN.  JENKINS. 

London,  June  14. 


To  Mrs  Gwtllim,  Housiksipbr  at 

BRAMBLBTON-HAUi. 

Mrs  Gwylliu, — I  can't  help  thinking  it 
very  strange,  that  I  never  had  an  answer  to 
the  letter  I  wrote  you  some  weeks  ago  from 
Bath,  concerning  Uie  sour  bear,  the  gander, 
and  the  maids  eating  butter,  which  f  won't 
allow  to  be  wasted.  We  are  now  going  upon 
a  long  gumey  to  the  north,  whereoy  I  desire 
you  will  redouble  your  care  and  circuroflexion, 
that  the  family  may  be  well  managed  in  our 
absence :  for  you  Know  you  must  render  an 
accunt,  not  only  to  your  earthly  master,  but 
also  to  him  that  is  above ;  and  if  you  are 
found  a  good  and  faithful  sarvant,  great  will 
be  your  reward  in  haven.  I  hope  Uiere  will 
be  twenty  stun  of  cheese  ready  for  market  by 
the  time  I  ffethuom,  and*  as  much  owl  spun  as 
will  make  naif  a  dozen  pair  of  blankets ;  and 
that  the  savings  of  the  buttermilk  will  fetch 
me  a  {pood  pennv  before  Martinmas,  as  the 
two  pigs  are  to  be  fed  for  baking  with  birch- 
mast  and  acorns. 


880 


SMOLLETT'S  SELECT  WORKS. 


I  wrote  to  Dr  Lewis  for  the  same  porpuss, 
but  he  never  had  the  good  manners  to  take 
the  least  notice  of  my  letter ;  for  which  rea- 
son I  shall  never  favour  him  with  another, 
fhou^h  he  beshits  me  on  his  bended  knees. 
You  will  do  welTto  keep  a  watchful  eye  over 
the  hind  Villiams,  who  is  one  of  his  amisso- 
ries,  and,  I  believe,  no  better  than  he  should 
be  at  bottom.  God  forbid  that  I  should  lack 
christian  charity ;  but  charity  begins  at  huom, 
and  sure  nothing  can  be  a  more  charitable  work 
than  to  rid  the  family  of  such  vermin.  I  do 
suppose,  that  the  brindled  cow  has  been  had 
to  the  parson's  boll,  that  old  Moll  has  had 
another  litter  of  pigs,  and  that  Dick  has  be- 
come a  mighty  mouser.  Pray  order  every 
thing  for  the  best,  and  be  fruspal,  and  keep 
the  maids  to  their  labour.  If  I  had  a  private 
opportunity,  I  would  send  them  some  hymns 
to  sing  instead  of  profane  ballads ;  but,  as 
I  can't,  they  and  vou  must  be  contented 
with  the  prayers  of*^  your  assured  friend, 

T.  BRAMBLE. 

London^  June  14. 


To  SiK  Watkin  Phillips,  Bart,  of  Jbsvs 

COL&SOE,  OxoN. 

Dear  Phillips, — The  very  day  after  I 
wrote  my  last,  Clinker  was  set  at  liberty. 
As  Martin  had  foretold,  the  accuser  was 
himself  committed  for  a  robbery,  upon  un- 
questionable evidence.  He  had  been  for 
some  time  in  the  snares  of  the  thief-taking 
society ;  who,  resenting  his  presumption  in 
'attempting  to  (>ncroach  upon  their  monopoly 
of  impeachment,  had  him  taken  up  and 
committed  to  Newgate,  on  the  deposition  of 
an  accomplice,  who  has  been  admitted  as 
evidence  for  the  king.  The  postilion  bein? 
upon  record  as  an  old  offender,  the  chief- 
justice  ^ade  no  scruple  of  admitting  Clinker 
to  bail,  when  he  perused  the  affidavit  of  Mr 
Mead,  importing,  that  the  said  Clinker  was 
not  the  person  that  robbed  him  on  Black- 
heath  ;  and  honest  Humphry  was  discharged. 
When  he  came  home,  he  expressed  grefat 
eagerness  to  pay  his  respects  to  his  master ; 
and  here  his  elocution  failed  him,  but  his 
silence  was  pathetic;  he  fell  down  at  his 
feet,  and  embraced  his  knees,  shedding  a 
flood  of  tears,  which  my  uncle  did  not  see 
without  emotion.  He  took  snuff  in  some 
confusion ;  and,  putting  his  hand  in  his 
pocket,  ^ave  his  blessing  in  something  more 
substantial  than  words. — '*  Clinker,"  said  he, 
<*  I  am  so  well  convinced,  both  of  your  hon- 
esty and  courage,  that  I  am  resolved  to  make 
you  my  life-guard-roan  on  the  highway. 

He  was  accordingly  provided  with  a  case 
of  pistols,  and  a  carbine  to  be  slung  across 
his  shoulders ;  and  every  other  preparation 
being  miude,  we  set  out  last  Thursday,  at 
seven  in  the  morning ;  my  uncle,  with  the 
three  women,  in  the  coach ;  Humphry,  well 


mounted  on  a  black  gelding  bought  fbr 
use ;  myself  a-horseback,  attended  by  my 
new  valet,  Mr  Dutton,  an  exceeding  cox* 
comb,  fresh  from  his  travels,  whom  I  have 
taken  upon  trial.  The  fellow  wears  a  soli- 
taire, uses  paint,  and  takes  vppee  with  all 
the  grimace  of  a  French  marquis.  At  pre^ 
sent,  however,  he  is  in  a  ridin?  dress,  jack 
boots,  leather  breeches,  a  scarlet  waistcoat, 
with  gold  binding,  a  laced  hat,  a  hanger,  a 
French  posting-whip  in  his  hand,  and  his 
hair  en  queue. 

Before  we  had  gone  nine  miles,  my  horse 
lost  one  of  his  shoes ;  so  that  I  was  obliged 
to  stop  at  Bamet,  to  have  another,  while  the 
coach  proceeded  at  an  easy  pace  over  the 
common.  About  a  mile  short  of  Hatfield» 
the  postilions,  stopping  the  carriage,  gave 
notice  to  Clinker  that  there  were  two  suspi- 
cious  fellows  a-horseback  at  the  end  of  a 
lane,  who  seemed  waiting  to  attack  the 
coach.  Humphry  forthwith  apprised  my 
uncle,  declaring  he  would  stand  by  him  to 
the  last  drop  of  his  blood ;  and,  unslinging 
his  carbine,  prepared  for  action.  The  squire 
had  pistols  in  the  pockets  of  the  coach,  and 
resolved  to  make  use  of  them  directly ;  but 
he  was  effectually  prevented  by  his  female 
companions,  who  flun^  themselves  about  his 
neck,  and  screamed  m  concert.  At  that 
instant,  who  should  come  up,  at  a  hand- 
gallop,  but  Martin,  the  highwayman,  who, 
advancing  to  the  coach,  begged  the  ladies 
would  compose  themselves  for  a  moment; 
then,  desiring  Clinker  to  follow  him  to  Uie 
charge,  he  pulled  a  pistol  out  of  his  bosom, 
and  they  rode  up  together  to  give  battle  to 
the  rogues,  who  having  fired  at  a  great  dis- 
tance, fled  across  the  common.  They  were 
in  pursuit  of  the  fugitives  when  (  came  up, 
not  a  little  alarmed  at  the  shrieks  in  the 
coach,  where  I  found  my  uncle  in  a  violent 
rage,  without  his  periwig,  struggling  to  dis- 
entangle himself  from  Tabby  and  the  other 
two,  and  swearing  with  great  vociferation. 
Before  I  had  time  to  interpose,  Martin  and 
Clinker  returned  from  the  pursuit,  and  the 
former  paid  his  compliments  with  great  po- 
liteness, giving  us  to  understand,  that  the 
fellows  had  scampered  off,  and  that  he  be- 
lieved they  were  a  couple  of  raw  'prentices 
from  London.  He  commended  Clinker  for 
his  courage,  and  said,  if  we  would  give  him 
leave,  he  would  have  the  honour  to  accom- 
pany us  as  far  as  Stevenage,  where  he  had 
some  business. 

The  squire  having  recollected  and  adjusted 
himself,  was  the  first  to  laugh  at  his  own 
situation ;  but  it  was  not  without  difficulty 
that  Tabby's  arms  could  be  untwisted  from 
his  neck ;  Liddy's  teeth  chattered,  and  Jen- 
kins was  threatened  with  a  fit  as  usual.  I 
had  communicated  to  my  uncle  the  character 
of  Martin,  as  it  was  deicribed  by  the  consta- 
ble, and  he  was  much  struck  with  its  Biiu;a- 
larily .    He  could  not  suppose  the  fellow  Em 
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any  design  upon  our  company,  which  was  00 
namerous  and  well  armed;  he  therefore 
thanked  him  for  the  service  be  had  just  done 
them,  said  he  would  be  glad  of  his  company, 
and  asked  him  to  dine  with  us  at  Hatfield. 
This  invitatio^  miffht  not  have  been  agreea- 
ble to  the  ladies,  bad  thev  known  the  real 
profession  of  our  guest ;  but  this  was  a  se- 
cref  to  all  except  my  uncle  and  myself.  Mrs 
Tabitha,  however,  would  by  no  means  con- 
sent to  proceed  with  a  case  of  loaded  pistols 
in  the  coach,  and  they  were  forth witn  dis- 
charged, in  complaisance  to  her  and  the  rest 
of  the  women. 

Being  gratified  in  this  particular*  she  be- 
came remarkably  »>od-humoured,  and  at 
dinner  behaved  in  Uie  most  affable  manner 
to  Mr  Martin,  with  whose  polite  address, 
and  agreeable  conversation,  she  seemed  to 
be  much  taken.  After  dinner,  the  landlord 
accosting  me  in  the  yard,  asked,  with  a  sig- 
nificant look,  if  the  gentleman  that  rode  the 
sorrel  belonged  to  our  company.  I  under- 
stood his  meaning,  1)ut  answered  no;  that 
he  had  come  up  with  us  on  the  common,  and 
helped  us  to  drive  away  two  fellows  that 
looked  like  highwaymen.  He  nodded  three 
times  distinctly,  as  much  as  to  say  he  knows 
his  cue.  Then  he  inquired,  if  one  of  those 
men  was  mounted  on  a  bay  mare,  and  the 
other  on  a  chestnut  gelding,  with  a  white 
streak  down  his  forehead;  and  being  an- 
swered in  the  affirmative,  he  assured  me 
they  had  robbed  three  post-chaises  this  very 
morning.  I  inquired,  in  my  turn,  if  Mr  Mar- 
tin was  of  his  acquaintance ;  and,  nodding 
thrice  again,  he  answered,  that  he  had  seen 
the  gentleman. 

SSfore  we  left  Hatfield,  my  uncle,  fixing 
his  eyes  on  Martin,  with  such  expression  as 
is  more  easily  conceived  than  described, 
asked,  if  he  often  travelled  that  road :  and 
he  replied,  with  a  look  which  denoted  his 
understanding  the  question,  that  he  very 
seldom  did  business  in  that  part  of  the  coun- 
try. In  a  word,  this  adventurer  favoured  us 
with  his  company  to  the  neighbourhood  of 
Stevenage,  where  he  took  his  leave  of  the 
coach  and  me  in  very  polite  terms,  and  turned 
off  upon  a  cross-road,  that  led  to  a  village  on 
the  left,  ^t  supper,  Mrs  Tabby  was  very 
full  in  the  praise  of  Mr  Martin's  good  sense 
and  good  breeding,  an<L  seemed  to  regret 
that  she  had  not  a  farcner  opportunity  to 
make  some  experiment  upon  his  affection. 
In  the  morning,  my  uncle  was  not  a  little 
surprised  to  receive,  from  the  waiter,  a  billet 
couched  in  these  words. 

"  Sir, — I  could  easily  perceive  from  your 
looks,  when  I  had  the  honour  to  converse 
with  you  at  Hatfield,  that  my  character  is 
not  unknown  to  you;  and  I  dare  say,  you 
won't  think  it  strange,  that  I  should  be  glad 
to  change  my  pres^fit  way  of  life  for  any 
other  honest  occupation,  let  it  be  ever  so 


humble,  that  will  afford  me  bread  in  modera- 
tion, and  sleep  in  safety.  Perhaps  vou  may 
think  I  flatter,  when  I  say,  that  from  the 
moment  I  was  witness  to  your  generous  con- 
cern in  the  cause  of  your  servant,  I  conceived 
a  particular  esteem  and  veneration  for  your 
person;  and  yet  what  I  say  is  true.  I 
should  think  myself  happy,  if  I  could  be  ad- 
mitted into 'your  protection  and  service  as 
house-steward,  clerk,  butler,  or  bailiff,  for 
either  of  which  places  I  think  myself  tolenu 
bly  well  qualified;  and,  sure  I  am,  I  should 
not  be  found  deficient  in  gratitude  and  fidel- 
ity ;  at  the  same  time,  i  am  very  sensibly 
how  much  you  must  deviate  from  the  conw 
mon  maxims  of  discretion,  even  in  putting 
my  professions  to  the  trial ;  but  I  don't  look 
upon  you  as  a  person  that 'thinks  in  the  or- 
dinary style  ;  and  the  delicacy  of  my  situa- 
tion will,  I  know,  justify  this  address  to  a 
heart  warmed  with  beneficence  and  compas*  • 
sion.  Understanding  you  are  going  pretty 
far  north,  I  shall  take  an  opportunity  to  throw 
myself  in  your  way  again  before  you  reach 
the  borders  of  Scotland;  and,  I  hope,  by 
that  time  you  shall  have  taken  into  conside- 
ration the  truly  distressful  case  of,  honoured 
sir,  your  very  humble  auA  devoted  servant, 

*'  Edward  MiiRTiN." 

The  squire,  having  perused  this  letter,  put 
it  into  my  hand,  without  saying  a  syllable ; 
and,  when  I  had  read  it,  we  looked  at  each 
other  in  silence.  From  a  certain  sparkling 
in  his  eyes,  I  discovered  there  was  more  in 
his  heart  than  he  cared  to  express  with  his 
tongue,  in  favour  of  poor  Martlb ;  and  this 
was  precisely  my  own  feeling,  which  he  did 
not  fail  to  discern  by  the  same  means  of ' 
communication.  '*  ^hat  shall  we  do,"  said 
he,  **  to  save  this  poor  sinner  from  the  gal- 
lows, and  make  him  a  useful  member  of  the 
commonwealth  ?  and  yet  the  proverb  says,—/ 
*  Save  a  thief  from  the  fallows,  and  he'll  cut/v 
your  throat.' "  I  told  him  I  really  believed 
Martin  was  capable  of  giving  the  proverb  the 
lie ;  and  that  I  should  heartUy  conour  in  any 
step  he  might  take  in  fieivour  of  his  solicit- 
ation. We  mutually  resolved  to  deliberate 
upon  the  subject,  and  in  the  mean  time  pro- 
ceeded on  our  journey.  The  roads  having 
been  broken  up  by  the  heavy  rains  in  the 
spring,  were  so  rough,  that  although  we  tra- 
velled very  slowly,  the  jolting  occasioned 
such  pain  to  my  uncle,  that  he  was  become 
exceedingly  peevish  when  we  arrived  at  this 
place,  which  lies  about  eight  miles  from  the 
post-road,  between  Wetherby  and  Borough- 
bridge.  —  -. 

Harrowgate  water,  so  celebrated  for  its 
efficacy  in  the  scurvy  and  other  distempers, 
is  supplied  from  a  copious  spring,  in  the  hoi-   j 
low  of  a  wild  common,  round  wiiich  a  good 
many  bouses  have  been  built  for  the  conve-  ; 
nience  of  Uie  drinkers,  though  few  of  them    • 
are  inhabited.    Most  of  the  company  lodge 
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at  some  distance,  in  five  separate  inoa,  situ- 
ated in  different  parts  of  the  common,  from 
whence  they  go  every  morning  to  the  well, 
in  their  own  carriages.  The  lodgers  of  each 
inn  form  a  distinct  society  that  eat  together ; 
and  there  is  a  commooious  public  room, 
where  they  breakfast  in  dishabille,  at  sepa- 
rate tables,  from  eight  o'clock  till  eleven,  as 
they  chance  or  choose  to  come  in.  Here  also 
they  drink  tea  in  the  afternoon,  and  play 
at  cards  or  dance  in  the  evening.  One  cus- 
tom, however,  prevails,  which  I  look  upon  as 
a  solecism  in  politeness.  ,The  ladies  treat 
9vith  tea  in  their  turns,  and  even  girls  of  six- 
teen are  not  exempted  from  this  shameful 
imposition.  There  is  a  public  ball  by  sub- 
scription every  nig!4t  at  one  of  the  houses,  to 
which  all  the  company  from  the  others  are 
admitted  by  tickets;  and,  indeed,  Harrow, 
gate  treads  upon  the  heels  of  Bath,  in  the 
articles  of  gaiety  and  dissipation — with  this 
difference,  however,  that  here  we  are  more 
sociable  and  familiar.  One  of  the  inns  is 
already  full  up  to  the  very  garrets,  having  no 
less  than  fifty  lodgers,  and  a.s  many  servants. 
Our  family  does  not  exceed  thirty-six ;  and 
I  should  be  sorry  to  see  the  number  aug- 
mented, as  our  accommodations  won't  admit 
of  much  increase. 

At  present,  the  company  is  more  agree- 
able  than  one  could  expect  from  an  accidental 
assemblage  of  persons,  who  are  utter  strang- 
ers to  one  another.  There  seems  to  be  a 
general  disposition  among  us  to  maintain 
good  fellowship,  and  promote  the  purposes 
of  humanity,  in  favour  of  those  who  come 
thither  on  tke  score  of  health.  I  see  several 
faces  which  we  left  at  Bath,  although  the  ma- 
jority are  of  the  northern  counties,  and  many 
come  from  Scotland  for  the  benefit  of  these 
waters.  In  such  a  variety  there  must  be 
some  ori^nals,  among  whom  Mrs  Tabitha 
Bramble  is  not  the  most  inconsiderable.  No 
place,  where  there  is  such  an  intercourse  be- 
tween the  sexes,  can  be  disagreeable  to  a 
lady  of  her  views  and  temperament.  She  has 
had  some  warm  disputes  at  table  with  a  lame 
parson  firom  Northumberland,  on  the  new 
birth,  and  the  insignificance  of  moral  virtue ; 
and  her  arguments  have  been  reinforced  by 
an  old  Scotch  lawyer,  in  a  tie-periwig,  who, 
though  he  has  lost  his  teeth,  and  the  use  of 
his  Umbs,  can  still  wag  his  tongue  with  great 
yolubility.  He  has  paid  her  such  fulsome 
compliments,  upon  her  piety  and  learning, 
as  seem  to  have  won  her  heart ;  and  she,  in 
her  turn,  treats  him  with  such  attention,  as 
indicates  a  design  upon  his  person ;  but,  by 
all  accounts,  he  is  too  much  a  fox  to  be  in- 
veigled into  any  snare  that  she  can  lay  for 
his  affection. 

We  do  not  propose  to  stay  long  at  Har- 
rowgate,  though  at  present  it  is  our  hejid- 
quarters,  from  whence  we  shall  make  some 
excursions  to  visit  two  or  three  of  our  rich 


relations,  who  are  settled  in  this  countiy. 
Pray  remember  me  to  all  my  friends  of  Je* 
sus,  and  allow  me  to  be  still  yours  affection- 
ately, J.  MELFORD. 
Harrowgatef  June  23. 


To  Dr  Lbwis. 

Dear  Doctor, — Considering  the  tax  we 
pay  for  turnpikes,  the  roads  of  this  country 
constitute  a  most  intolerable  grievance.  Be- 
tween Newark  and  Wetherby,  I  have  suffer- 
ed more  from  iolting  and  swinging,  than  ever 
I  felt  in  the  wnole  course  of  my  life,  ilthough 
the  carriage  is  remarkably  commodious  and 
well  hun^,  and  the  postilions  were  very  care- 
ful in  driving.  I  am  now  safely  housed  at 
the  new  inn  at  Harrowgate,  whither  I  came 
to  satisfy  my  curiosity,  rather  than  with  any 
view  of  advantage  to  my  health ;  and  truly, 
afler  havinjf  considered  all  the  parts  and  par- 
ticulars of  the  place,  I  cannot  account  for 
the  concourse  of  people  one  finds  here,  up«i 
any  other  principle  but  that  of  caprice,  which 
seems  to  be  the  character  of  our  nation. 

Harrowgate  is  a  wild  common,  bjire  and  . 
bleak,  without  tree  or  shrub,  or  the  least 
signs  of  cultivation ;  and  the  people,  who 
come  to  drink  the  water,  are  crowded  to- 
gether in  paltry  inns,  where  the  few  tolera-. 
ble  rooms  are  monopolized  by  the  friends  and 
favourites  of  the  house,  and  all  the  rest  of 
the  lodgers  are  obliged  to  put  up  with  dirty 
holes,  where  there  is  neither  space,  air,  nor 
convenience.  My  apartment  is  about  ten 
feet  square;  and  when  the  folding-bed  is 
d0wn,  there  is  just  room  sufficient  to  pass 
between  it  and  the  fire.  One  might  expect, 
indeed,  that  there  would  be  no  occasion  for 
a  fire  at  midsummer ;  but  here  the  climate  is 
so  backward,  that  an  ash-tree,  which  our 
landlord  has  planted  before  my  window*  is 
just  beginning  to  put  forth  its  leaves  ;  and  I 
am  fain  to  have  my  bed  warmed  every  night. 

As  for  the  water,  which  is  said  to  have  effe^tl" 
ed  so  many  surprising  cures,  I  have  drank  it 
once,  and  the  first  draught  has  cured  me  of  all 
desire  to  repeat  the  medicine< 
say  it  smells  of  rotten  eggs,  and  others  com- 
pare it  to  the  scourings  of  a  foul  gun.  It  is 
general l}r  supposed  to  be  stronj^ly  impreg- 
nated with  sulphur;  and  J)r  Shaw,  in  his 
book  upon  minerat  waters,  says,  he  has  seen 
flakes  of  sulphur  floating  in  the  well.  Pace 
tanti  viri — I,  for  my  part,  have  never  observ- 
ed aiiy  thing  like  sulphur,  either  in  or  about 
the  well ;  neither  do  I  find  that  any  brim- 
stone has  ever  been  extracted  from  the  water. 
As  for  the  smell,  if  I  ma^  be  allowed  to  judge 
from  my  own  ornns,  it  is  exactly  that  oif 
bilge-water ;  and  the  saline  taste  of  it  seems  to 
declare  that  it  is  nothing  else  than  salt  water 
putrefied  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth.  I  was 
obliged  to  hold  my  nose  with  onfi  hand. 
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while  I  advanced  the  glass  to  my  mouth  with 
the  other;  and  after  I  had  made  shift  to 
swallow  it,  my  stomach  could  hardly  retain 
what  it  had  received.     The  only  effects  it 
produced  were  sickness,  gripingi  and  insur- 
mountable disgust.     I  can  hardly  mention  it 
without  puking.      The  world  is   strangely 
misled  by  the  affectation  of  singularity.    1 
caimot  help  suspecting  that  this  water  owes 
its  reputation  in  a  great  measure  to  its  being 
so  strikingly  offensive.    On  the  same  kind 
of  analogy,  a  German  doctor  has  introduced 
hemlock  and  other  poisons,  as  specifics  in 
the  materia  medica,    I  am  persuaded,  that 
all  the  cures  ascribed  to  the  Harrowgate 
water,  ^-ould  have  been  as  efficaciously,  and 
infinitely  more  agreeably  performed  by  the 
internal  and  external  use  of  sea- water.  Sure 
I  am,  this  last  is  much  less  nauseous  to  the 
taste  and  smell,  and  much  more  gentle  in  its 
operations  as  a  purge,  as  well  as  more  ex- 
tensive in  its  medical  qualities. 

Two  days  ago,  we  went  across  the  country 
to  visit  Squire  Burdock,  who  married  a  first 
,  <fru6in  of  my  father,  an  heiress,  who  brought 
him  an  estate  of  a  thousand  a  year.  This  gen- 
tleman is  a  declared  opponent  of  the  minis- 
try in  parliament ;  and,  having  an  opulent  for- 
tune, piques  himself  upon  livmg  in  the  coun- 
try, and  maintaining  old  English  hospitality. 
By  the  by,  this  is  a  phrase  very  much  used 
'  by  the  English  themselves,  both  in  words 
and  writing ;  but  I  never  heard  of  it  out  of 
the  island,  except  by  way  of  irony  and  sar- 
casm. What  the  hospitality  of  our  fore- 
fathers has  been,  I  should  be  glad  to  see  re- 
corded rather  in  the  memoirs  of  strangers 
^  who  have  visited  our  country,  and  were  the 
proper  objects  and  judges  of  such  hospitalUy, 
than  in  the  discourse  and  lucubrations  of  the 
modem  English,  who  seem  to  describe  it 
from  theory  and  conjecture.  Certain  it  is, 
we  are  generally  looked  upon  by  foreigners 
as  a  people  totally  destitute  of  this  virtue ; 
and  I  never  was  in  any  country  abroad  where 
I  did  no(  meet  with  persons  of  distinction, 
who  complained  of  having  been  inhospitably 
used  in  Great  Britain.  A  fifentleman  of 
France,  Italy,  or  Germany,  who  has  enter- 
tained and  lodged  an  Englishman  at  his 
house,  when  he  afterwards  meets  with  his 
guest  at  I^ndon,  is  asked  to  dinner  at  the 
Saracen's  nead,  the  Turk's  head,  the  Boar's 
head,  or  the  Bear,  eats  nw  beef  and  butter, 
drinks  execrable  port,  ana  is  allowed  to  pay 
his  share  of  the  reckoning. 

But,  to  return  from  this  digression,  which 
my  feeling  for  the  honour  of  my  country 
obliged  me  to  make.  Our  Yorkshire  cousin 
has  been  a  mighty  fox-hunter  before  the 
Lord ;  but  now  he  is  too  fat  and  unwieldy 
to  leap  ditches  and  five-bar  ^tes ;  never- 
theless, he  still  keeps  a  pack  of  hounds, 
which  are  well  exercised,  and  his  huntsman 
every  night  entertains  him  with  the  adven- 
tures of  the  day's  chase,  which  he  recites 


in  a  tone  and  terms  that  are  extremely  curi- 
ous and  significant.  In  the  mean  time,  his 
broad  brawn  1$,  scratched  by  one  of  his 
grooms.  This  fellow,  it  seems,  having  no 
inclination  to  curry  any  beast  out  of  the 
stable,  was  at  great  pains  to  scollop  his  nails 
in  such  a  manner,  that  the  blood  followed  at 
every  stroke.  He  was  in  hopes  that  he 
would  be  dismissed  from  this  disagreeable 
office,  but  the  event  turned  out  contrary  to 
his  expectation.  His  master  declared  he  was 
the  best  scratchcr  in  the  family  ;  and  now  he 
will  not  suffer  any  other  servant  to  draw  a^ 
nail  upon  his  camse. 

The  squire's  lady  is  very  proud,  withotf^^    ) 
being'stiyor  inaccessible.   She  receives  eve|L-J 
her  infenorsTiTpoiht  of  fortune  with  akindof 
arrogant  civility  ;  but  then  she  thinks  she  has  z*"-^ 
a  right  to  treat  them  with  the  most  un  uracious  N. 
freedoms  of  speech,  and  never  fails  to  let  them    \ 
know  she  is  sensible  of  her  own  superior    J- 
affluence.    In  a  word,  she  speaks  well  of  tccr     '^ 
living  soul,  and  has  not  one  single  friend  in  "" 
the  world.   Her  husband  hates  her  mortally; 
but  although  the  brute  is  sometimes  so  very 
powerful  in  him,  that  he  will  have  his  own 
way,  he  firenerally  truckles  to  her  dominion, 
and  dreads,  like  a  school-boy,  the  lash  of  her 
tongue.     On  the  other  bAid,  she  is  afraid  of 
provoking  him  too  far,  lest  he  should  make 
some  desperate  effort  to  throw  off  her  yoke ; 
she  therefore  acquiesces  in  the  proofs  he 
daily  gives  of  his  attachment  to  the  liberty 
of  an   English   freeholder,   by  saying  and 
doing,  at  his  ov/n  table,  whatever  gratifies 
the  brutality  of  his  <iispositii)n,  or  contributes 
to  the  ease  of  his  person.   The  Jiouse,  though 
large,  is  neither  elegant  nor  cofrfortable.   It 
looks  like  a  great  inn,  crowded  with  travel- 
lers,  who  dine  at  the  landlord's  ordinary, 
where  there  is  a  great  profusion  of  victuals 
and  drink  ;  but  mine  host  seems  to  be  mis- 
placed,— and  I  would  rather  dine  upon  fil- 
berts  with  a  hermit,  than  feed  upon  venison 
with  a  hog.    The  footmen  might  be  aptly 
compared  to  the  waiters  of  a  tavern,  if  they     * 
were  more  serviceable,  and  less  rapacious ; 
but  they  are  generally  insolent  and  inatten- 
tive, and  so  greedy,  that  I  think  I  can  dine     * 
better,  and  for  less  expense,  at  the  Star  and 
Garter  in  Pall-mall,  than  at  our  cousin's  cas- 
tle in  Yorkshire.    The  squire  is  not  only  ac- 
commodated with  a  wife,  but  he   is  also 
blessed  with  an  only  son,  about  tw<^and- 
twenty,  just  returned  from  Italy,  a  complete 
fiddler  and  dilettante ;  and  he  slips  no  op- 
portunity of  manifesting  the  most  perfect 
contempt  for  his  own-  father. 

When  we  arllved,  there  was  a  family  of 
foreigners  at  the  house,  on  s  visit  to  this  vir- 
tuoso, with  whom  they  had  been  acquainted 
at  the  Spa:  it  was  the  Count  de  Melvil, 
with  his  lady,  on  their  way  to  Scotland.  Mr 
Burdock  had  met  with  an  accident^  in  con- 
sequence of  which  both  the  count  and  I 
would  hav^  retired ;  but  the  young  gentle- 
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man  and  his  mother  insisted  upon  our  stay- 
ing dinner,^-and  their  serenity  seemed  to  be 
so  little  ruffled  by  what  had  happened,  that 
we  complied  with    their  invitation.    Tlie 
squire  had  been  brought  home  over  night  in 
his  post-ehaise,  so  terribly  belaboured  about 
the  pate,  that  he  seemed  to  be  in  a  state  of 
stupefaction,  and  had  ever  since  remained 
speechless.    A  country  apothecary,  called 
Grieve,  who  lived  in  a  neighbouring  village, 
having  been  called  to  his  assistance,  had  let 
him  blood,  and  applied  a  poultice  to  his  head, 
declaring  that  he  had  no  fever,  nor  any  other 
bad  symptom,  but  the  lost  of  speech,  if  he 
jreally  had  lost  that  faculty.    But  the  young 
i^uire  said  this  practitioner  was  an  igno- 
rantaccio ;  that  there  was  a  fracture  in  the 
cranium^  and  that  there  was  a  necessity  for 
having  him  trepanned  without  loss  of  time. 
His  mother  espousing  this  opinion,  had  sent 
an  express  to  York  ror  a  surgeon  to  perform 
the  operation ;   ajid   he  was  already  come, 
with  his  'prentice  and  instruments.    Having 
examined  the  patient's  head,  he  began  to 
prepare  his  dressings;  though  Grieve  still 
retained  his  first  opmion,  that  there  was  no 
fracture,  and  was  the  more  confirmed  in  it,  as 
the  squire  had  passed  the  night  in  profound 
sleep,  uninterruptid  by  any  catchins^  or  con- 
vulsion.   The  York  surgeon  said  he  could 
not  tell  whether  there  was  a  fracture,  until 
he  should  take  off  the  scalp ;   but,  at  any 
rate,  the  operation  might  be  of  service,  in 
giving  vent  to  any  blood  that  might  be  extra- 
vasated,  either  above  or  below  the  dura 
mater.    The  lady  and  her  son  were  clear  for 
trying  the  experiment  \  and  Grieve  was  dis- 
missed with^ome  marks  of  contempt,  which, 
perhaps,  he  owed  to  the  plainness  of  his  ap- 
pearance.    He  seemed  to  be  about  the  mid- 
dle age,  and  wore  his  own  black  hair  without 
any  sort  of  dressing ;  by  his  garb,  one  would 
have  taken  him  for  a  quaker,  but  he  had 
none  of  the  stiffness  of  that  sect;  on  the 
contrary,  he  has  very  submissive,  respectful, 
and  remarkably  taciturn. 

Leaving  the  ladies  in  an  apartment  by 
themselves,  we  adjourned  to  the  patient's 
chamber,  where  the  dressings  and  instru- 
ments  were  displayed  in  order  upon  a  pewter 
dish.  The  operator,  laying  aside  his  coat 
and  periwig,  eauipped  himself  with  a  night- 
cap, apron  ana  sleeves,  while  his  'prentice 
and  footman,  seizing  the  squire's  head,  be- 
gan to  place  it  in  a  proper  posture.  But 
mark  wnat  followed.  The  patient,  bolting 
upright  in  the  bed,  collared  each  of  these 
assistants,  with  the  grasp  of  Hercules,  ex- 
claiming, in  «L  bellowing  tone, — "I  ha'n't 
lived  so  long  in  Yorkshire  to  be  trepanned 
by  such  vermin  as  you;"  and,  leaping  on 
the  floor,  put  on  his  breeches  quietly,  to  the 
astonishment  of  us  all.  The  surgeon  still 
insisted  upon  the  operation,  alleging  it  was 
now  plain  that  the  brain  was  injured,  and 
desiring  the  servants  to  put  him  into  bed 


af[ain ;  but  nobody  would  venture  to  execute 
his  orders,  or  even  to  interpose ;  when  the 
squire  turned  him  and  his  assistants  out  of 
doors,  and  threw  his  apparatus  out  at  the 
window.  Having  thus  asserted  his  preroga- 
tive, and  put  on  his  clothes  with  the  help  of 
a  valet,  the  count,  with  my  nephew  and  me, 
were  introduced  by  his  son,  and  received 
with  his  usual  style  of  rustic  civility.  Tien, 
turning  to  Signior  Mackaroni,  with  a  sarcas- 
tic grin, — <*^I  tell  thee  what,  Dick,  said  he, 
*<  a  man's  skull  is  not  to  be  bored  every  time 
his  head  is  broken ;  and  I'll  convince  thee 
and  thy  mother,  that  I  know  as  many  tricks 
as  e'er  an  old  fox  in  the  West  Riding." 

We  afterwards  understood  he  had  quarrel- 
led at  a  public  house  with  an  exciseman* 
whom  he  challenged  to  a  bout  at  single  stick, 
at  which  he  had  oeen  worsted ;  and  that  the 
shame  of  this  defeat  had  tied  up  his  tongue. 
As  for  madam,  she  had  shown  no  concern 
for  his  disaster,  and  now  heard  of  his  re- 
covery without  emotion.  She  had  taken 
some  little  notice  of  my  sister  and  nieq^ 
though  rather  with  a  view  to  indulge  her 
own  petulance,  than  out  of  any  sentiment  of 
reganl  to  our  family.  She  said  Liddy  was 
a  fright,  and  ordered  her  woman  to  adjust 
her  head  before  dinner ;  but  she  would  not 
meddle  with  Tabby,  whose  spirit,  she  soon 
perceived,  was  not  to  be  irritated  with  im- 
punity. At  table,  she  acknowledged  me  so 
far  as  to  say  she  had  heard  of  my  father ; 
though  she  hinted,  that  he  had  disobliged  her 
family,  by  making  a  poor  match  in  Wales. 
She  was  disagreeably  familiar  in  her  inqui- 
ries about  our  circumstances ;  and  asked,  if 
I  intended  to  bring  up  my  nephew  to  the 
law.  I  told  her,  that,  as  he  had  an  inde- 
pendent fortune,  he  should  follow  no  profess- 
ion but  that  of  a  country  gentleman ;  and 
that  I  was  not*  without  hopes  of  procuring 
for  him  a  seat  in  parliament.  **  Pray,  cou- 
sin," said  she,  **  what  may  his  fortune  be  ?" 
When  I  answered,  that,  with  what  I  should 
be  able  to  give  him,  he  would  have  better  than 
two  thousand  a-year,  she  replied,  with  a  dis- 
dainful tbss  of  her  head,  that  it  would  be 
impossible  for  him  to  preserve  his  independ- 
ence on  such  a  paltry  provision. 

Not  a  little  nettled  at  this  arrogant  re- 
mark, I  told  her,  J  had  the  honsur  to  sit  in 
parliament  with  her  father,  when  he  had  lit- 
tle more  than  halflbthat  income ;  and  I  be- 
lieved there  was  not  a  more  independent  and 
incorruptible  member  in  the  house.  "  Ay, 
but  times  are  changed,"  cried  the  squire. 
"Country  gentlemen  now-a-days  live  after 
another  fashion.  My  table  alone  stands  me 
in  a  cool  thousand  a  quarter,  though  I  raise 
my  own  stock,  import  my  own  liquors,  and 
have  every  thing  at  the  first  hand.  True  it 
is,  T  keep  open  house,  and  receive  all  comenh 
for  the  honour  of  Old  England."  "  If  that 
be  the  case,"  said  I,  *'  'tis  a  wonder  you  can 
maintain  it  at  so  small  an  expense ;  but  every 
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private  gentleman  is  not  expected  to  keep  a 
caravaneera  for  the  accommodation  of  tra- 
vellers. Indeed,  if  every  individual  lived  in 
the  same  style,  you  would  not  have  such  a 
number  of  guests  at  your  table ;  of  conse- 
quence your  ho8pit|lity  would  not  shine  so 
bright  for  the  glory  of  the  West  Riding." 
The  young  squire,  tickled  by  this  ironical 
obseivation,  exclaimed, — **  O  che  burla  /*' 
His  mother  eyed  me  in  silence  with  a  super- 
cilious air ;  and  the  father  of  the  feast,  taking 
a  bumper  of  October, — "  My  service  to  you, 
cousin  Bramble,"  said  he ;  '*  I  have  always 
heard  there  was  something  keen  and  biting 
in  the  air  of  the  Welsh  mountains." 

I  was  much  pleased  with  the  count  de 
Melvil,  who  is  sensible,  easy,  and  polite; 
and  the  countess  is  the  most  amiable  woman 
I  ever  beheld.  In  the  afternoon  they  took 
leave  of  their  entertainers ;  and  the  young 
gentleman,  mounting  his  horse,  undertook 
to  conduct  their  coach  through  the  park, 
while  one  of  their  servants  rode  round  to 
give  notice  to  the  rest,  whom  they  had  left 
at  a  public  house  on  the  road.  The  moment 
their  backs  were  turned,  the  censorious  de- 
mon took  possession  of  our  Yorkshire  land- 
lady and  our  sister  Tabitha.  The  former 
observed,  that  the  countess  was  a  good  sort 
of  a  body,  but  totally  ignorant  of  good  breed- 
ing, consequently  awkward  in  her  address. 
The  squire  said,  he  did  not  pretend  to  the 
breeding  of  any  thing  but  colts ;  but  that  the 
jade  would  be  very  nandsome,  if  she  was  a 
Tittle  more  in  flesn.  ''Handsome!"  cried 
Tabby ;  "  she  has  indeed  a  pair  of  black  eyes 
without  any  meaning ;  but  then  there  is  not 
a  good  feature  in  her  face."  **  I  know  not 
what  you  call  good  features  in  Wales," 
replied  our  landlord;  "but  they'll  pass  in 
Yorkshire."  Then  turning  to  Liddy,  he 
added, — "What  say  you,  my  pretty  red- 
streak  1 — ^what  is  vour  opinion  of  the  coun- 
tess 1"  **  I  think,"  cried  Liddy,  with  ffreat 
emotion,  '*  she's  an  angel."  Tabby  chid  her 
for  talking  with  such  freedom  in  company ; 
and  the  lady  of  the  house  said,  in  a  con- 
temptuous tone,  she  supposed  Miss  had  been 
brought  up  at  some  country  boarding-schooL 

Our  conversation  was  suddenly  interrupted 
bv  Ihe  young  gentleman,  who  ealloped  into 
tne  yard  all  aghast,  exclaiming  tnat  the  coach 
was  attacked  by  a  great  number  of  highway- 
men. My  nephew  and  I  lushing  out,  found 
his  own  and  his  servant's  horse  ready  sad- 
dled in  the  slable,  with  pistols  in  the  caps. 
We  mounted  instantly,  orderin|[  Clinker  and 
Dutton  to  follow  with  ail  possible  expedition ; 
but  notwithstanding  all  the  speed  we  could 
make,  the  action  was  over  before  we  arrived, 
and  the  count  and  his  lady  safe  lodged  at 
the  house  of  Grieve,  who  had  signalized 
himself  in  a  very  remarkable  manner  on  this 
occasion.  At  the  turning  of  a  lane  that  led 
to  the  village  where  the  count's  servants 
remained,  a  couple  of  robbers  a-borseback 
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suddenly  appeared,  with  their  pistols  ad- 
vanced ;  one  kept  the  coachman  in  awe,  and 
the  other  demanded  the  count's  money,  while 
the  young  squire  went  off  at  full  speed,  with- 
out ever  casting  a  look  behind.  The  count 
desiringr  the  thief  to  withdraw  his  pistol,  as 
the  ladjr  was  in  great  terror,  delivered  his 
purse  without  making  the  least  resistance ; 
but  not  satisfied  with  this  booty,  which  was 
pretty  considerable,  the  rascal  insisted  upon 
rifling  her  of  her  ear-rings  and  necklace,  and 
the  countess  screamed  with  affright.  Her 
husband,  exasperated  at  the  violence  with 
which  she  was  threatened,  wrested  the  pistol 
out  of  the  fellow's  hand,  and,  turning  it  upon 
him,  snapped  it  in  his  face ;  but  the  robber, 
knowing  there  was  no  char^  in  it,  drew 
another  from  his  bosom,  and  in  all  probabil- 
ity would  have  killed  him  on  the  spot,  had 
not  his  life  been  saved  by  a  wonderful  inter- 
position. Grieve,  the  apothecary,  chancing 
to  pass  that  very  instant,  ran  up  to  the  coach, 
and,  with  a  crabstick,  which  was  all  the 
weapon  he  had,  brought  the  fellow  to  the 
ground  with  the  first  blow ;  then  seizing  his 
pistol,  presented  it  to  his  colleague,  who 
fired  his  piece  at  random,  and  fled  without 
farther  opposition.  The  otfier  was  secured 
by  the  assistance  of  the  count  and  the  coach- 
man ;  and  his  legs  being  tied  under  the  belly 
of  his  own  horse.  Grieve  conducted  him  to 
the  village,  whither  also  the  carriage  pro- 
ceeded. It  was  with  ffreat  difficulty  the 
countess  could  be  kept  from  swooning ;  but 
at  last  she  was  happily  conveyed  to  the 
house  of  the  apothecary,  who  went  into  the 
shop  to  prepare  some  drops  for  her,  while 
his  wife  and  difughter  administered  to  her  in 
another  apartment.  I  found  the  count  stand- 
ing in  the  kitchen  with  the  parson  of  the 
parish,  and  expressing  much  impatience  to 
see  his  protector,  whom  as  yet  he  had  scarce 
found  time  to  thank  for  the  essential  service 
he  had  done  him  and  the  countess.  The 
daughter  passing  at  the  same  time  with  a 

flass  of  water,  Monsieur  de  Melvil  could  not 
elp  taking  notice  of  her  figure,  which  was 
strikingly  engaging.  "  Ay,"  said  the  parson, 
**  she's  the  prettiest  girl,  and  the  best  girl,  in 
all  my  parish ;  and  if  I  could  give  my  son  an 
estate  of  tea  thousand  a-year,ne  should  have 
my  consent  to  lay  it  at  her  feet.  If  Mr  Grieve 
had  been  as  solicitous  about  getting  money, 
as  he  has  been  in  performing  all  Uie  duties 
of  a  primitive  Christian,  Fy  would  not  have 
hung  so  long  upon  his  hands."  "  What  is 
her  name  1"  said  I.  "Sixteen  years  ago," 
answered  the  vica%  "I  christened  her  by  the 
name  of  Serafina  Melvilia."  "  Ha !  what ! 
how !"  cried  the  count  eagerly,  "  sure  you 
said  Serafina  Melvilia !"  "  I  did,"  said  he , 
"  Mr  Grieve  told  me  those  were  the  names 
of  two  noble  persons  abroad,  to  whom  he 
had  been  obliged  for  more  than  life." 

"The  count,  without  speaking  another 
syllable,  rushed  into  the  parlour,  crying, — 
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**  This  U  your  god-daughter,  my  dear." 
Mrs  Grieve,  then,  eeizing  the  countess  by 
the  hand,  exclaimed,  with  great  agitation, — 
'*  O  madam ! — O  sir !  I  am — ^I  am  your  poor 
Elinor.  This  is  my  Serafina  Melvilia.  O 
child !  these  are  the  count  and  countess  of 
Melvil — the  generous — the  glorious  benefac- 
tors of  thy  once  unhappy  parents.'* 

The  countess  rising  from  her  seat,  threw 
her  arms  about  the  neck  of  the  amiable  Se- 
rafina, and'  clasped  her  to  her  breast  with 
great  tenderness,  while  she  herself  was  em- 
braced by  the  weeping  mother.  This  moving 
scene  was  completed  by  the  entrance  of 
Grieve  himself,  who,  falling  on  his  knees 
before  the  count, — '•Behold,"  said  he,  "a 
penitent,  who  at  length  can  look  upon  his 
patron  without  shrinking."  *'Ah,  Ferdi- 
nand !"  cried  he,  raising  and  folding  him  in 
o  his  arms,  "the  play. fellow  of  my  infancy— 
^  the  companion  of  my  youth ! — Is  it  to  you 
tiiat  I  am  indebted  for  mjr  life  ?"  "  Heaven 
has  heard  my  prayer,"  said  the  other,  '*  and 
given  me  an  opportunity  to  prove  myself  not 
altogeUier  u!n worthy  of  your  clemency  and 
protection."  He  then  kissed  the  hand  of  the 
countess,  while  Monsieur  de  Melvil  saluted  his 
wife  and  lovely  daughter,  and  all  of  us  were 
greatly  affected  by  this  pathetic  recognition. 
In  a  word.  Grieve  was  no  other  than  Fer- 
dinand Count  Fathom,  whose  adventures 
were  printed  many  years  ago.  Being  a  sin- 
cere convert  to  virtue,  he  had  changed  his 
name,  that  he  might  elude  the  inquiries  of 
the  count,  whose  generous  allowance  he  de- 
termined to  forego,  that  he  might  have  no 
dependance  but  upon  his  own  industry  and 
moderation.  He  had  accordingly  settled  in 
this  village  as  a  practitioner  in  surgery  and 
physic,  and  for  some  years  wrestled  with  all 
the  miseries  of  indigence ;  which,  however, 
he  and  his  wife  had  borne  with  the  most  ex- 
emplary resignation.  At  length,  by  dint  of 
unwearied  attention  to  the  duties  of  his  pro- 
iession>  which  he  exercised  with  equal  hu- 
manity and  success,  he  had  acquired  a  tole- 
rable share  of  business  among  the  farmers 
and  common  people,  which  enabled  him  to 
live  in  a  decent  manner.  He  had  been  scarce 
ever  seen  to  smile ;  was  unaffectedly  pious ; 
and  all  the  time  he  could  spare  from  the 
avocations  of  his  employment,  lie  spent  in 
educating  bis  daughter,  and  in  studying  for 
his  own  improvement.  In  short,  the  adven- 
turer Fathom  was^  under  the  name  of  Grieve, 
universally  respected  among  the  commonalty 
of  this  district,  as  a  prodigy  of  learning  and 
virtue.  These  particulars  jf  learned  from  the 
yicar,  when  we  quitted  the  room,  that  they 
might  be  under  no  restraint  in  their  mutual 
effbsions.  I  make  no  doubt  that  Grieve  will 
be  pressed  to  leave  off  business,  and  reunite 
himself  to  the  count's  family ;  and  as  the 
countess  seemed  extremely  fond  of  his  daugh- 
ter, she  will,  in  all  probability,  insist  upon 
Senfina's  accompanying  her  to  Scotland. 


Having  paid  our  compliments  to  these  no- 
ble persons,  we  returned  to  the  squire's, 
where  we  expected  an  invitation  to  pass  the 
night,  which  was  wet  and  raw  ;  but,  it  seems 
Squire  Burdock's  hospitality  reached  not  so 
far  for  the  honour  of  Yorkshire :  we  there- 
fore departed  in  the  evetiing,  and  lay  at  an 
inn,  where  I  caught  cold. 

In  hope  of  riding  it  down  before  it  oould 
take  fast  hold  on  my  constitution,  I  resolved 
to  visit  another  relation,  one  Mr  Pimpernel, 
who  lived-  about  a  dozen  miles  from  the 
place  where  we  lodged.  Pimpernel,  being 
the  youngest  of  four  sons,  was  bred  an  attor- 
ney at  Furnival's  Inn ;  but  all  his  elder  brothers 
dyinff,  he  got  himself  called  to  the  bar  for 
the  honour  of  his  family ;  and,  soon  after 
this -preferment,  succeeded  to  his  father's 
estate,  which  was  very  considerable.  He 
carried  home  with  him  all  the  knavish  chica- 
nery of  the  lowest  pettifogser,  together  with 
a  wife  whom  he  had  purchased  of  a  dray- 
man for  twenty  pounds  ;  and  he  soon  found 
means  to  obtain  a  dedimtts  as  an  acting 
justice  of  the  peace.  He  is  not  only  a  sor- 
did miser  in  his  disposition  ;  but  his  avarice 
is  mingled  with  a  spirit  of  despotism,  which 
is  truly  diabolical.  'He  is  a  brutal  husband, 
an  unnatural  parent,  a  harsh  master,  an  op- 
pressive landlord,  a  litigious  neighbour,  and 
a  partial  magistrate.  Friends  he  has  none ; 
and  in  point  of  hospitality  and  ^ood  breeding, 
our  cousin  Burdock  is  a  prince  m  comparison 
with  this  ungracious  miscreant,  whose  house 
is  the  lively  representation  of  a  jail.  Our 
reception  was  suitable  to  the  character  I  have 
sketched.  Had  it  depended  upon  the  wife, 
we  should  have  been  kindly  treated.  She  is 
really  a  good  sort  of  woman,  in  spite  of  her 
low  original,  and  well  respected  in  the 
county ;  but  she  has  not  interest  enough  in 
her  own  house  to  command  a  draught  of  ta- 
ble beer,  far  less  to  bestow  any  kind  of  edu- 
cation  on  her  children,  who  run  about  like 
ragged  colts  in  a  state  of  nature.  Pox  on 
him !  he  is  such  a  dirty  fellow,  that  I  have 
not  patience  to  prosecute  the  pubject. 

By  the  time  we  reached  Harrowgate,  I 
began  to  be  visited  by  ^rtain  rheumatic 
symptoms.  The  Scotch  lawyer,  Mr  Mickle- 
whimmen,  recommended  a  hot-bath  of  tl^pse 
waters  so  earnestly,  that  I  was  over-persuad- 
ed to  try  the  experiment.  He  had  used  it 
often  with  success,  and  always  staid  an  hour 
in  the  bath,  which  was  a  tub  filled  with  Har- 
rowgate water,  heated  for  the  j^urpose.  If  I 
could  hardly  bear  the  smell  of  a  single  tum- 
bler when  cold,  you  may  guess  how  my  nose 
was  regaled  by  the  steams  arising  from  a  hot- 
bath  of  the  same  fluid.  At  night  I  was 
conducted  into  a  dark  hole  on  the  ground- 
floor,  where  the  tub  smoked  and  stunk  like 
the  pot  of  Acheron  in  one  comer,  and  in  an- 
other stood  a  dirty  bed,  provided  with  thick 
blankets,  in  which  I  was  to  sweat,  after 
coming  out  of  the  bath.    My  heart  seemed 


EXPEDITION  OF  HUMPHRY  CLINKER. 


387 


to  die  within  me,  when  I  entered  this  dismal 
bagnio,  and  found  my  brain  assaulted  by  such 
insufferable  effluvia.  I  cursed  MicAlewhim- 
men  for  not  considering  that  my  orgfans  were 
formed  on  this  side  tbe  Tweed ;  but  being 
ashamed  to  recoil  qpon  the  threshold,  I  sul^ 
roitted  to  the  process. 

After  having  endured  all  but  real  suffoca- 
tion for  above  a  quarter  of  an  hour  in  the 
tab,  I  was  moved  to  the  bed,  and  wrapped  in 
blankets.  There  I  lay  a  full  hour,  panting 
with  intolerable  heat;  but  not  the  least 
moisture  appearing  on  my  skin,  I  was  car- 
ried to  my  ov^n  chamber,  and  passed  the 
night  without  closing^  an  eye,  in  such  a  flut- 
ter of  spirits  as  rendered  me  the  most  mis- 
erable wretch  in  being.  I  should  certainly 
have  run  distracted,  if  the  rarefaction  of  my 
blood,  occasioned  by  that  Stygian  bath,  had 
not  burst  the  vessels,  and  produced  a  vio- 
lent hemorrhage,  which,  though  dreadful  and 
alarming,  removed  the  horrible  disquiet.  I 
lost  two  pounds  oi'  blood  and  more  on  this 
occasion,  and  find  myself  still  weak  and  lan- 
guid :  but,  I  believe,  a  little  exercise  will 
forward  my  recovery ;  and  therefore  I  am 
resolved  to  set  out  to-morrow  for  York,  in 
my  way  to  Scarborough,  where  I  propose  to 
brace  up  my  fibres  by  sea-bathing,  which  I 
know  IS  one  of  your  fiivourite  specifics. 
There  is,  however,  one  disease,  for  which 
you  have  found  as  yet  no  specific,  and  that 
18  old  age,  of  which  this  tedious  unconnect- 
ed epistle  is  an  infallible  symptom.  What, 
thel-efore,  cannot  be  cured,  must  he  endured, 
by  you,  as  well  as  by  yours, 

MATT.  BRAMBLE. 

Harrowgatet  June  26. 


To  Sib  Watkin  Phillips,  Bart,  of  Jesus 
College,  Oxon. 

Dear  Knight, — ^The  manner  of  living  at 
Harrowffate  was  so  agreeable  to  my  dispo- 
sition, that  I  left  the  place  with  some  regret. 
Our  aunt  Tabby  would  have  probably  made 
some  objection  to  our  departing  so  soon,  had 
not  an  accident*  embroiled  her  with  Mr 
Micklewhimmen,  the  Scotqh  advocate,  on 
whose  heart  she  had  been  practising,  from 
the  second  day  after  our  arrival.  That  ori- 
ginal, though  seemingly  precluded  from  the 
use  of  his  limbs,  had  turned  his  genius  to 
good  account.  In  short,  by  dint  of  groaning 
and  whining^  he  had  excited  the  compassion 
of  the  company  so  effectually,  that  an  old 
lady,  who  occupied  the  veiy  best  apartment 
in  the  house,  gave  it  up  for  his  ease  and  con- 
venience. When  his  man  led  him  into  the 
long.room,  all  the  females  were  immediately 
in  commotion :— one  set  an  elbow-chair ;  an- 
other shook  up  the  cushion  ;  a  third  brought 
a  stool ;  and  a  fourth  a  pillow,  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  his  feet.  Two  ladies  (of 
whom  Tabby  was   always  one)  supported 


him  into  the  dining-room,  and  placed  him 
promptly  at  the  table ;  and  his  taste  was  in«> 
dulged  with  a  succession  of  delicacies,  cull- 
ed by  their  fair  hands.  All  this  attention 
he  repaid  with  a  profusion  of  compliments 
and  benedictions,  which  were  not  the  less 
agreeable  for  being  delivered  in  the  Scottish 
dialect.  As  for  Mrs  Tabitha,  his  respects 
were  particularly  addressed  to  her ;  and  he  did 
not  fail  to  mingle  them  with  reli^ous  reflec- 
tions, touching  free  grace,  knowmg  her  bias 
to  methodisro,  which  he  also  professed  upon  a 
calvanistical  model.  -^ 

For  my  part,  I  could  not  help  thinking 
this  lawyer  was  not  such  an  invalid  as  he 
pretended  to  be.  I  observed  he  eat  very 
heartily  three  times  a-day;  and  though  his 
bottle  was  marked  stomachic  tincture,  he 
had  recourse  to  it  so  often,  and  seemed  to 
swallow  it  with  such  peculiar  relish,  that  I 
suspected  it  was  not  compounded  in  the 
apothecary's  shop,  or  the  chemist's  laboi 
tory.  One  day,  while  he  was  earnest  in  dis- 
course with  Mrs  Tabitha,  and  his  servant  had 
gone  out  on  some  occasion  or  other,  I  dex- 
terously exchanged  the  labels  and  situation 
of  his  bottle  and  mine ;  and  having  tasted 
his  tincture,  found  it  was  excellent  claret. 
I  forthwith  handed  it  about  to  some  of  my 
neighbours,  and  it  was  quite  emptied  before 
Mr  Micklewhimmen  had  occasion  to  repeat 
his  draught.  At  length,  turning  about,  he 
took  hold  of  my  bottle  instead  of  his  own ; 
and,  filling  a  large  glass,  drank  to  the  health 
of  Mrs  Tabitha.  It  had  scarce  touched  his 
lips,  when  he  perceived  the  change  that  had 
been  put  u^on  him ;  and  was  at  first  a  little 
out  of  count^ance.  He  seemed  to  retire 
within  himself,  in  order  to  deliberate,  and  in 
half  a  minute  his  resolution  was  taken :  ad- 
dressing himself  to  our  quarter,  "  I  give  the 
gentleman  credit  for  his  wit,"  said  he ;  "  it 
was  a  gude  practical  joke:  but  sometimes 
hi  joci  in  seria  ducunt  mala.  I  hope,  for 
his  own  sake,  he  has  na  drank  all  the  lie- 
cor :  for  it  was  a  vara  poorful  infusion  of 
jalap  in  Bourdeaux  wine  ;  and  it's  possible 
he  may  ha  ta'en  sic  a  dose  as  will  produce  a 
terrible  catastrophe  in  hi6  ain  booels." 

By  fiir  the  greater  part  of  the  contents 
had  fallen  to  the  share  of  a  young  clothier 
from  Leeds,  who  had  come  to  make  a  figure 
at  Harrowgate,  and  was,  in  effect,  a  great 
coxcomb  in  his  way.  It  was  with  a  view  to 
laugh  at  his  fellow-guests,  as  well  as  to  mor- 
tify the  lawyer,  that  he  had  emptied  the  bot- 
tle, when  it  came  to  his  turn,  and  he  had 
laughed  accordingly :  but  now  his  mirth  gave 
way  to  his  apprehension.  He  be^an  to  spit, 
to  make  wry  faces,  and  writhe  himself  into 
various  contortions.  "  Damn  the  stuff,"  cried 
he,  "  I  though  it  had  a  villainous  twang — 
pa||l  he  that  would  cozen  a  Scot,  mun  get 
oop  betimes,  and  take  old  Scratch  for  his 
counsellor."  "In  troth,  Mebter  what  d'ye 
ca'um,"  replied  the  lawyer,  **  your  wit  has 
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run  you  into  a  filthy  puddle— I'm  truly  con- 
earned  for  your  waeful  case.  The  best  ad- 
vice I  can  give  you  in  sic  a  dilemma,  is  to 
send  an  express  to  Rippon  for  Dr  Waugh 
without  dela^ ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  swal- 
low all  the  oil  and  butter  you  can  find  in  the 
hooee,  to  defend  your  poor  stomach  and  in- 
tastines  from  the  vUlication  of  the  particles 
of  the  jallap,  which  is  vera  violent,  even 
when  taken  in  moderation." 

The  poor  clothier's  torments  had  already 
begun :  he  retired,  roaring  with  pain,  to  his 
own  chamber ;  the  oil  was  swallowed,  and 
the  doctor  sent  for ;  but  before  he  arrived, 
Y  the  miserable  patient  had  made  such  dis- 
'^  charges  upwards  and  downwards,  that  no- 
thing remained  to  give  him  fiurther  offence  : 
and  this  double  evacuation  was  produced  bv 
imagination  alone ;  for  what  he  had  drank 
was  genuine  wine  of  Bordeaux,  which  the 
lawyer  had  brought  from  Scotland  for  his 
own  private  use.  The  clothier,  finding  the 
joke  turn  out  so  expensive  and  disagreeable, 
quitted  the  house  next  mornine,  leaving  the 
triumph  to  Micklewhimmen,  who  enjoyed  it 
internally,  without  any  signs  of  outward  ex- 
ultation ;  on  the  contrary,  he  affected  to  pity 
the  ^oung  man  for  what  he  had  suffered,  and 
acquired  fresh  credit  from  this  show  of  mo- 
deration. 

It  was  about  the  middle  of  the  night  which 
succeeded  this  adventure,  that  the  vent  of 
the  kitchen-chimney  being  foul,  the  soot  took 
fire,  and  the  alarm  was  given  in  a  dreadful 
manner.  Every  body  leaped  naked  out  of 
bed,  a(hd  in  a  minute  the  wiiole  house  was 
filled  with  cries  and  confusion.  There  were 
two  stairs  in  the  house,  and  to  these  we 
naturallv  ran ;  but  they  were  both  so  blocked 
up,  b3r  the  people  pressingr  one  upon  another, 
that  it  seemed  impossible  to  pass  without 
throwinj;  down  and  trampling  upon  the  wo- 
men, ui  the  midst  of  this  anarchy,  Mr 
Micklewhimmen,  with  a  leathern  portman- 
teau on  his  back,  came  running  as  nimbly 
as  a  buck  along  the  passage ;  and  Tabbv,  in 
her  under  petticoat,  endeavouring  to  hook 
him  under  the  arm,  that  she  mi^t  escape 
through  his  protection,  he  very  fairly  pushed 
her  down,  crying,  "  Na,  na,  gude  faith,  cha- 
rity  begins  at  hame !"  Without  paying  the 
least  respect  to  the  shrieks  and  entreaties 
of  his  female  friends,  he  charged  through 
the  midst  of  the  crowd,  overturning  every 
thing  that  opposed  him,  and  actually  fou^t 
his  way  to  the  bottom  of  the  stair-case.  By 
this  time  Clinker  had  found  a  ladder,  by 
which  he  entered  the  window  of  my  uncle's 
chamber,  where  our  family  was  assembled, 
and  proposed  that  we  should  make  our  exit 
successively  by  that  conveyance.  The  squire 
exhorted  his  sister  to  begin  the  descent,  but 
before  she  could  resolve,  her  woman,  Mrs 
Winifred  Jenkins,  in  a  transport  of  terror, 
.  threw  herself  out  at  the  window  upon  the 
ladder,  while  Humphry  dropped  upon  the 


ground,  that  he  miffht  receive  her  in  her  de- 
scent. This  maicen  was  just  as  she  had 
started  ^ut  of  bed,  the  moon  shone  very 
bright,  and  a  fresh  breeze  of  wind  blowing, 
none  of  Mrs  Winifred's  beauties  could  poa- 
sibly  escape  the  view  of  the  fortunate  Clink- 
er, whose  heart  was  not  able  to  withstand 
the  united  force  of  so  many  charms ;  at  least, 
I  am  much  mistaken  if  he  has  not  been  her 
humble  slave  from  that  moment.  He  re- 
ceived her  in  his  arms,  and,  giving  her  hiB 
coat  to  protect  her  from  the  weather*  as- 
cended again  with  admirably  dexterity. 

At  that  instant,  the  landlord  of  the  house 
called  out,  with  an  audible  voice,  that  the 
fire  was  extinguished,  and  the  ladies  had 
nothing  farther  to  fear :  this  was  a  welcome 
note  to  the  audience,  and  produced  an  im- 
mediate effect ;  the  shrieking  ceased,  and  a 
confused  sound  of  expostulation  ensued.  I 
conducted  Mrs  Tabitha  and  my  sister  to  their 
own  chamber,  where  Liddy  fainted  away, 
but  was  soon  brought  to  herself.  Then  I 
went  to  offer  my  service  to  the  other  ladies, 
who  might  want  assistance.  They  were  all 
scudding  through  the  passage  to  their  several 
apartments:  and  as  the  thoroughfare  was  light- 
ed by  two  lamps,  I  had  a  pretty  good  ol^er- 
vation  of  them  in  their  transit ;  but  as  most 
of  them  were  naked  to  the  smock,  and  all 
their  heads  shrouded  in  hufi;e  night-caps, 
I  could  not  distinguish  one  nee  from  ano- 
ther, though  I  recognized  some  of  their 
voices.  'These  were  generally  plaintive ; 
some  wept,  some  scolded,  and  some  prayed. 
I  lifted  up  one  poor  old  gentlewoman,  who 
had  been  overturned  and  sore  bruised  by  a 
multitude  of  feet ;  and  this  was  also  the  case 
with  the  lame  parson  from  Northumberlandt 
whom  Micklewhimmen  had  in  his  passage 
overthrown,  thoug^h  not  with  impunity ;  tor 
the  cripple,  in  falling,  gave  him  such  a  good 
pelt  in  the  head  with  his  crutch,  that  the 
blood  followed. 

As  for  the  lawyer,  he  waited  below  till  the 
hurl^-burly  was  over,  and  then  stole  softly 
to  his  own  chamber,  fi^m  whence  he  did  not 
venture  to  make  a  second  gall^  till  eleven  in 
the  forenoon,  when  he  was  led  into  the  public 
room  by  his  own  servant  and  another  assist- 
ant, groaning  most  wofully,  with  a  bloody 
napkin  round  his  head.  But  things  were 
greatly  altered.  The  selfish  brutality  of  his 
behaviour  on  the  stairs  had  steeled  their 
hearts  against  all  his  arts  and  address.  Not 
a  soul  offered  to  accommodate  him  with  a 
chair,  cushion,  or  footstool ;  so  that  he  was 
obliged  to  sit  down  on  a  hard  wooden  bench. 
In  that  position  he  looked  around  with  a 
rueful  aspect,  and,  bowing  very  low,  said,  in 
a  whininff  tone,  "  Your  most  humble  servant, 
ladies — fire  is  a  dreadful  calamity."  *•  Fire 
purifies  gold,  and  it  tries  friendship,"  cried 
Mrs  Tabitha,  bridling.  **  Yea,  maaaro,"  re- 
plied Micklewhimmen,  *<  and  it  trieth  discre- 
tion also."    **  If  discretion  consists  in  fbr- 
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B&king  a  friend  in  adversit;^,  you  are  emi- 
"iiently  poBsessed  of  that  virtue,*'  resumed 
our  aunt.  "  Na,  madam,"  rejoined  the  ad- 
vocate, ''well  I  wot  I  cannot  claim  any 
merit  from  the  mode  of  my  retreat.  Ye'll 
pleaee  to  observe,  ladies,  there  are  twa  inde- 
pendent principles  that  actuate  our  nature. 
One  is  instinct,  which  we  have  in  common 
with  the  brute  creation,  and  the  other  is 
reason.  Noo,  in  certain  great  emergencies, 
when  the  faculty  of  reason  is  suspended, 
instinct  takes  the  lead ;  and,  when  this  pre- 
dominates, having  no  affinity  with  reason,  it 
pays  no  sort  of  regard  to  its  connections ;  it 
only  operates  for  the  preservation  of  the 
individual,  and  that  by  the  most  expeditious 
and  effectual  means :  therefore,  begging  your 
pardon,  ladies,  I'm  no  accountable,  in  foro 
conscientiat  for  what  I  did,  while  under  the 
influence  of  this  irresistible  pooer." 

Here  my  uncle  interposed, — "  I  should  be 
plad  to  know,"  said  he,  "whether  it  was 
mstinct  that  prompted  you  to  retreat  with 
bag  and  baggage;  for,  I  think,  you  had  a 
portmanteau  on  your  shoulder."  The  law- 
yer answered,  without  hesitation,  "Gif  I 
might  tell  my  mind  freely,  without  incurring 
the  suspicion  of  presumption,  I  should  think 
it  was  something  superior  to  either  reason 
X)r  instinct,  which  suggested  that  measure, 
and  this  on  a  twafald  account :  in  the  first 
place,  the  portmanteau  contained  the  wri- 
tings of  a  worthy  nobleman's  estate ;  and 
their  being  burnt  would  have  occasioned  a 
loss  that  could  not  be  repaired:  secondly, 
my  good  angel  seems  to  have  laid  the  port- 
mantle  on  my  shoulders,  by  way  of  defence, 
to  sustain  the  violence  of  a  most  inhuman 
blow  from  the  crutch  of  a  reverend  clergy- 
man ;  which,  even  in  spite  of  that  medium, 
hath  wounded  me  sorely,  even  unto  the 
pericranium."  "By  your  own  doctrine," 
cried  the  parson,  who  chanced  to  be  present, 
"  I  am  not  accountable  for  the  blow,  which 
was  the  effect  of  instinct."  "  I  crave  your 
pardon,  reverend  sir,"  said  the  other,  •*  in- 
stinct never  acta  but  for  the  preservation  of 
the  individual  ;*ut  your  preservation  was 
out  of  the  case — ^you  had  already  received 
the  damage ;  and  therefore  the  blow  must  be 
imputed  to  revenge,  which  is  a  sinful  pas- 
sion,  that  ill  becomes  any  Christian,  espe- 
cially a  protestant  divine ;  and,  let  me  tell 
you,  most  reverend  doctor,  ffin  I  had  a  mind 
to  plea,  the  law  would  hauTd  my  libel  rele- 
vant." "  Why,  the  damage  is  pretty  equal 
on  both  sides,"  cried  the  parson ;  your  head 
is  broke,  and  my  crutch  is  snapped  in  the 
middle — now,  if  you  repair  the  one,  I  will 
be  at  the  expense  of  curing  the  other." 

This  sally  raised  the  laugh  against  Mickle- 
whimmen,  who  began  to  look  grave ;  when 
my  uncle,  in  order  to  chanee  the  discourse, 
observed,  Uiat  instinct  had  neen  very  kind  to 
him  in  another  respect ;  for  it  had  restored 
to  him  the  qm  of  his  limbs,  which,  in  his 


exit,  he  had  moved  with  surprising  agility. 
He  replied,  that  it  was  the  nature  of  fear  to 
brace  up  the  nerves;  and  mentioned  some 
surprising  feats  of  strength  and  activity  per- 
formed  by  persons  under  the  impulse  of  ter- 
ror; but  he  complained,  that,  in  his  own 
particular,  the  effects  had  ceased  when  the 
cause  was  taken  away.  The  squire  said  he 
would  lav  a  tea-drinking  on  his  head,  that  he 
should  dance  a  Scotch  measure,  without 
making  a  false  step ;  and  the  advocate,  grin- 
ningf,  called  for  the  piper.  A  fiddler  being 
at  hand,  this  original  started  up,  with  his 
bloody  napkin  over  his  black  tie-periwig,  and 
acquitted  himself  in  such  a  manner,  as  ex-  • 
cited  the  mirth  of  the  whole  company ;  but 
he  could  not  regain  the  good  graces  of  Mrs 
Tabby,  who  did  not  understand  the  principle 
of  instinct ;  and  the  lawyer  did  not  think  it 
worth  his  while  to  proceed  to  further  demon- 
stratlbn. 

From  Harrowgate  we  came  hither,  by  the 
way  of  York  ;  and  here  we  shall  tarry  some 
days,  as  my  uncle  and  Tabitha  are  both  re- 
solved to  make  use  of  the  waters.  Scarbo- 
rough, though  a  paltry  town,  is  romantic, 
from  its  situation  along  a  cliff  that  overhangs 
the  sea.  The  harbour  is  formed  by  a  small 
elbow  of  land  that  runs  out  as  a  natural  mole, 
directly  opposite  to  the  town ;  and  on  that 
side  is  the  castle,  which  stands  very  high,  of 
considerable  extent,  and,  before  the  inven- 
tion  of  gunpowder,  was  counted  impregna- 
ble. At  the  other  end  of  Scarborough  are 
two  public  rooms,  for  the  use  of  the  company 
who  resort  to  this  place  in  the  summer,  to 
drink  the  waters,  and  bathe  in  the  sea ;  and 
the  diversions  are  pretty  much  on  the  same 
footing  here  as  at  Bath.  The  Spa  is  a  little 
way  beyond  the  town,  on  this  Bide,«  under  a 
cliff,  within  a  few  paces  of  the  sea;  and 
thither  the  bathers  go  every  morning  in  dis- 
habille ;  but  the  descent  is  by  a  great  num- 
ber of  steps,  which  invalids  find  very  incon- 
venient. Betwixt  the  well  and  the  harbour, 
the  bathing  machines  are  ranged  along  the 
beach,  with  all  their  proper  utensils  and  at- 
tendants. You  have  never  seen  one  of  these 
machines.  Image  to  yourself,  a  small,  snug, 
wooden  chamber,  fixed  upon  a  wheel-car- 
riage,  having  a  dbor  at  each  end,  and,  on  • 
each  side,  a  little  window  above,  and  a  bench 
below.  The  bather,  ascending  into  this  apart- 
ment by  wooden  steps,  shuts  himself  in,  and 
begins  to  undress ;  while  the  attendant  yokes 
a  horse  to  the  end  next  the  sea,  and  draws 
the  carriage  forwards,  till  the  surface  of  the 
water  is  on  a  level  with  the  floor  of  the  dress- 
ing-room ;  then  he  moves  and  fixes  the  horso 
to  the  other  end.  The  person  within,  being 
stripped,  opens  the  door  to  the  seaward, 
where  he  finds  the  guide  ready,  and  plunges 
headlong  into  the  water.  After  having  bathed, 
he  reascends  into  the  apartment  by  tJne  steps, 
which  had  been  shifted  for  that  purpose,  and ' 
puts  on  hv  clothes  at  his  leisuret  while  the 
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carria|;e  is  drawn  back  again  upon  the  dry 
land ;  so  that  he  has  nothin|^  farther  to  do 
but  to  open  the  door  and  come  down  as  he 
went  up ;  should  he  be  so  weak  or  ill  as  to 
require  a  servant  to  put  off  and  on  his  clothes, 
there  is  room  enough  in  the  apartment  for 
half  a  dozen  people.  The  guides  who  attend 
the  ladies  in  the  water  are  of  their  own  sex ; 
and  they  and  the  female  bathers  have  a  dress 
of  flannel  for  the  sea ;  nay,  they  are  provided 
with  other  conveniences  for  the  support  of 
decorum.  A  certain  number  of  the  machines 
are   fitted    with    tilts,    that    project    from 
the  seaward  ends  of  them,  so  as  to  screen 
«  the  bathers  from  the  view  of  all  persons 
whatsoever.    The  beach  is  admirably  adapt- 
ed for  this  practice,  the  descent  being  gently 
gradual,  and  the  sand  soft  as  velvet ;  but  then 
the  machines  can  be  used  only  at  a  certain 
time  of  the  tide,  which  varies  every  day  ;  so 
that  sometimes  the  bathers  are  obliged  to 
rise  very  early  in  the  rooming.  For  my  part, 
I  love  swimming  as  an  exercise,  and  can  en- 
joy it  at  all  times  of  the  tide,  without  the 
rormality  of  an  apparatus.    You  and  I  have 
often  plunged  together  into  the  Isis ;  but  the 
sea  is  a  much  more  noble  bath,  for  health  as 
well  as  pleasure.  You  cannot  conceive  what 
a  flow  of  spirits  it  gives,  and  how  it  braces 
every  sinew  of  the  numan  frame.    Were  I 
to  enumerate  half  the  diseases  which  are 
every  day  cured  by  sea-bathing,  you  might 
justly  say  you  had  received  a  treatise,  instead 
of  a  letter,  from  your  affectionate  friend  and 
servant,  J.  MELFORD. 

Scm'horoughf  July  4. 


To  Dk  Lbwm. 

I  have  not  found  all  the  benefit  I  expected  at 
Scarborough,  where  I  have  been  these  eight 
days.  From  Harrowgate  we  came  hither  by 
the  way  of  York,  where  we  staid  only  one 
day,  to  visit  the  castle,  the  minster,  and  the 
assembly  room.  The  first,  which  was  here- 
tofore a  fortress,  is  now  converted  into  a 
prison,  and  is  the  best,  in  all  respects,  I  ever 
saw,  at  home  or  abroad.  It  stands  in  a  high 
situation,  extremely  well  ventilated,  and  has 
a  spacious  area  within  the  walls,  for  the 
health  and  convenience  of  all  the  prisoners, 
except  those  whom  it  is  necessary  to  secure 
in  close  confinement.  Even  these  last  have 
all  the  comforts  that  the  nature  of  their  situ- 
ation  can  admit  of.  Here  the  assizes  are 
held,  in  a  range  of  buildings  erected  for  that 
porpose. 

As  for  the  minster,  I  know  not  how  to  dis- 
tinguish it,  except  by  its  great  size  ^nd  the 
height  of  its  spire,  nom  those  other  ancient 
churches  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom, 
which  used  to  be  called  monuments  of  Uothic 
architecture ;  but  it  is  now  agreed  that  this 
style  is  Saracen  rather  than  Gothic,  and,  I 
•oppose*  it  was  fimt  importod  into  Esglaod 


from  Spain,  great  part  of  which  was  under 
the  dominion  of  the  Moors.  Those  Britidk 
architects  who  adopted  this  style  don't  seem 
to  have  considered  the  propriety  of  their 
adoption.  The  climate  of  the  country  pos- 
sessed by  the  Moors  or  Saracens,  both  in 
Africa  and  Spain,  was  so  exceedingly  hot 
and  dry,  that  those  who  built  places  or  wor- 
ship for  the  multitude  employed  their  talents 
in  contriving  edifices  that  should  be  cool; 
and,  for  this  purpose,  nothing  could  be  better 
adapted  than  those  buildings,  vast,  narrow, 
dark  and  lofty,  impervious  to  the  sun-beams, 
and  having  little  communication  with  the 
scorched  external  atmosphere ;  but  ever  af- 
fording a  refreshing  coolness,  like  subterra- 
nean cellars  in  the  heats  of  summer,  or 
natural  caverns  in  the  bowels  of  huge  moun- 
tains. But  nothing  could  be  more  prepos- 
terous than  to  imitate  such  a  mode  of  archi- 
tecture in  a  country  like  England,  where 
the  climate  is  cold,  and  the  air  eternally 
loaded  with  vapours,  and  where,  of  conse- 
quence, the  builder's  intention  should  be  to 
keep  the  people  dry  and  warm.  For  my 
part,  I  never  entered  the  abbey-church  at 
Bath  but  once,  and,  the  moment  I  stepped 
over  the  threshold,  I  found  myself  chilled  to 
the  very  marrow  of  my  bones.  When  we 
consider  that,  in  our  churches  in  general,  wq 
breathe  a  gross  stagnated  air,  surcharged 
with  damps  froih  vaults,  tombs,  and  charnel- 
houses,  may  we  not  term  them  so  many  mag- 
azines of  rheums,  created  for  the  benefit  of 
the  medical  faculty;  and  safely  aver,  that 
more  bodies  are  lost  than  souls  saved  by  ffo- 
ing  to  church,  in  the  winter  especially,  which 
may  be  said  to  ennross  eight  months  in  the 
year  ?  I  should  be  glad  to  know  what  of- 
fence it  would  give  to  tender  consciences,  if 
the  house  of  God  was  made  more  comfort- 
able, or  less  dangerous  to  the  health  of  vale- 
tudinarians ;  ana  whether  it  would  not  be  an 
encouragement  to  piety,  as  well  as  the  salva- 
tion of  many  lives,  if  the  place  of  worship 
was  well  floored,  wainscoted,  warmed  and 
ventilated,  and  its  area  kept  sacred  from  the 
pollution  of  the  dead.  Thsipracticc  of  bury-, 
ing  in  churches  was  the  effect  of  ignorant 
superstition,  influenced  by  knavish  priests, 
who  pretended  that  the  devil  could  have  no 
power  over  the  defunct,  if  he  was  interred 
in  holy  ground ;  and  this  indeed  is  the  only 
reason  that  can  be  given  for  consecrating  all 
cemeteries  even  at  this  day. 

The  external  appearance  of  an  old  cathe- 
dnd  cannot  be  but  displeasing  to  the  eye  of 
every  man  who  has  any  idea  of  propriety  or 
proportion,  even  though  he  may  be  ignorant 
of  architecture  as  a  science ;  and  tne  lonff 
slender  spire  puts  one  in  mind  of  a  criminiu 
impaled,  with  a  sharp  stake  rising  up  through 
his  shoulder.  These  towers,  or  steeples, 
were  likewise  borrowed  from  the  Mahomet- 
ans, who,  having  no  beDs,  used  such  mina- 
rets for  the  purpoM  of  calling  the  people  to 
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pnyen.  They  may  be  of  further  ine,  how- 
0ver,  for  making  ob0ervatioii8  and  signale ; 
but  I  would  vote  for  their  being  distinct  from 
the  body  of  the  church,  because  they  serve 
only  to  make  the  pile  more  barbaroas,  or 
Sancenical. 

There  is  nothing  of  this  Arabic  architec- 
ture in  the  assemtH^r-room,  which  seems  to 
me  to  have  been  built  upon  a  design  of  Pal- 
hdio,  and  might  be  converted  into  an  ele- 
gant place  of  worship ;  but  it  is  indifferently 
contnved  for  that  sort  of  idolatry  which  is 
performed  in  it  at  present.  The  grandeur 
of  the  fane  gives  a  diminutive  effect  to  the 
little  painted  divinities  that  are  adored  in  it ; 
and  the  company,  on  a  ball-night,  mUst  look 
like  an  assembly  of  fantastic  fairies,  revelling 
by  moon-light  among  the  columns  of  a 
Grecian  temple. 

Scarborough  seems  to  be  falling  off  in 
point  of  reputation.  All  these  places  (Bath 
excepted)  have  their  vogue,  and  then  the 
fashion  changes.  I  am  persuaded  there  are 
fifty  spas  in  Enj^land  as  efficacious  and  salu- 
tary as  that  of  Scarborough,  though  they 
have  not  yet  risen  to  fame,  and  perhaps 
never  will,  unless  some  medical  encomiast 
should  find  an  interest  in  displaying  their 
virtues  to  the  public  view.  Be  that  as  it 
may,  recourse  will  always  be  had  to  this 
place  for  the  convenience  of  sea-bathing, 
while  this  practice  prevails ;  but  it  were  to 
be  wished  they  would  make  the  beach  more 
accessible  to  invalids. 

I  have  here  met  with  my  old  acquaintance, 

H ^t,  whom  you  have  often  heard  me 

mention  as  one  of  the  most  original  charac- 
ters upon  earth.  I  first  knew  him  at  Venice, 
and  afterwards  saw  him  in  different  parts  of 
Italy,  where  he  was  well  known  by  the 
nickname  of  Cavallo  Bianco,  from  his  ap- 
pearing always  mounted  on  a  pale  horse, 
like  Death  in  the  Revelations.  You  must 
remember,  the  account  I  once  gave  you  of  a 
curious  dispute  he  had  at  Constantinople 
with  a  couple  of  Turks,  in  defence  of  the 
Christian  religion  ;  a  dispute  from  which  he 
acquired  the  epithet  of  Demonstrator.    The 

truth  is,  H 1  owns  no  rsli^on  but  that 

of  nature ;  but,  on  this  occasion,  he  was 
stimulated  to  show  his  parts,  for  the  honour 
of  his  country.  Some  years  ago,  being  in 
the  Campidoglio  at  Rome,  he  made  up  to 
the  bust  of  Jupiter,  and  bowing  very  low, 
exclaimedfin  the  Italian  lanfuace, — *^  I  hope, 
sir,  if  ever  you  get  your  bead  above  water 
again,  you  will  remember  that  I  paid  my  re- 
spects to  you  in  your  adversity."  This  sally 
was  reported  to  the  Cardinal  Camerlengo, 
and  by  him  laid  befbre  Pope  Benedict  XIV. 
who  could  not  help  laughing  at  the  extrava- 
gance of  the  address,  and  said  to  the  cardi- 
nal,— "Those  English  heretics  think  they 
have  a  right  to  go  to  the  devil  in  their  own 
way." 
Indeed,  H       t  was  tha  only  Engliahmaii 


I  ever  knew  who  bad  resolution  enoogii  to 
live  his  own  way  in  the  midst  of  foreigners ; 
fbr,  neither  in  dress,  diet,  customs  or  con- 
versation, did  he  deviate  one  tittle  from  Hm 
manner  in  which  he  had  been  brought  ap^ 
About  twelve  years  ago,  he  began  a  giro  or 
circuit,  which  he  thus  performed.    At  Na* 
pies,  where  he  fixed  his  bead-quaiters,  he 
embarked  for  Marseilles,  from  whence  he 
travelled  with  a  voiturin  to  Antibes.    There 
he  took  his  passage  to  Genoa  and  Lerici ; 
from  which  last  place  he  proceeded,  by  the 
way  of  Cambratina,  to  Pisa  and  Florence. 
After  having  halted  ^ome  time  in  this  me- 
tropolis, he  set  out  with  a  vetturino  for 
Rome,  where  he  reposed   himself  a  few 
weeks,  and  then  continued  his  route  to  Na- 
ples, in  order  to  wait  for  the  next  opportu* 
nity  of  embarkation.    After  having  twelve 
times  described  this  circle,  he  lately  flew  off 
at  a  tangent,  to  visit  some  trees  at  his 
countrv-house  in  England,  which  he  had 
planted  above  twenty  years  ago,  after  the 
plan  of  the  double  colonnade  in  the  piazza 
of  St  Peter's  at  Rome.    He  came  hither  to 
Scarborough,  to  pay  his  respects  to  his  noble 
friend  and  former  pupil,  the  M— ^  of  G        , 
and,  forgetting  that  he  is  now  turned  of  sev- 
enty, sacrificed  so  liberally  to  Bacchus,  that 
next  day  he  was  seized  with  a  fit  of  the  apo- 
plexy, which  has  a  little  impaired  his  memory ; 
but  he  retains  all  the  oddity  of  his  character  in 
perfection,  and  is  going  back  to  Italy  by  the 
way  of  Geneva,  that  he  may  have  a  confer- 
ence with  his  friend  Voltaire,  about  giving 
the  last  blow  to  the  Christian  mperstitian. 
He  intends  to  take  shipping  here  for  Hol- 
land or  Hamburgh:  for  it  is  a  matter  of 
great  indifference  to  him  at  what  part  of  the 
continent  he  first  lands. 

When  he  was  going  abroad  the  last  time, 
he  took  his  passage  in  a  ship  bound  for  Lsg- 
hom,  and  his  baggage  was  actually  embarked. 
In  going  down  the  river  by  water,  he  was 
(by  mistake)  put  on  board  of  another  vessel 
under  sail  ;•  and,  upon  inquiry,  understood 
she  was  bound  to  Petersburffh.  "Peters- 
burgh— Petersburgh — "  said  he,  <*I  don't 
care  if  I  go  along  with  you."  He  forthwith 
struck  a  bai^in  with  the  captain,  bought  a 
couple  of  shirts  of  the  mate,  and  was  safe 
conveyed  to  the  court  of  Muscovy,  from 
whence  he  travelled  by  land  to  receive  his 
baggage  at  Leghorn.  He  is  now  more  likely 
than  ever  to  execute  a  whim  of  the  same  na- 
ture ;  and  I  will  hold  any  wager,  that,  as  he 
cannot  be  supposed  to  live  much  longer,  ac- 
cording to  the  course  of  nature,  his  exit  will 
be  as  odd  as  his  life  has  been  extrava- 
gant.* 

*  ThU  gentleman  erosaed  the  sea  to  Franee, 
visited  and  eonferred  with  M.  de  Voltaire  at 
Femay,  resumed  his  old  eircuit  at  Genoa,  and 
died  In  1 767,  at  the  house  of  Vanini  in  Florenoe. 
with  a  snppreaaion  of  urioe,  he 
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But,  to  Tetarn  fh>m  one  humooriat  to  an- 
other. You  mast  know  I  have  received  ben- 
efit both  from  the  chalybeate  and  the  sea, 
and  would  have  used  tnem  longer,  had  not 
a  most  ridiculous  adventure,  by  making  me 
the  town-talk,  obliged  me  to  leave  the  place : 
for  I  can't  bear  the  thought  of  affording  a 
"/ spectacle  to  the  multitude.  Yesterday  morn- 
ing, at  six  o'clock,  I  went  down  to  the  bath- 
ine;  place,  attended  by  my  servant  Clinker, 
who  waited  on  the  beach  as  usual.  The 
wind  blowing  from  the  north,  and  the  wea- 
ther being  hazy,  the  water  proved  so  chill, 
that,  when  I  rose  from  my  first  plunge,  I 
could  not  help  sobbingr  and  bawling  out,  from 
the  effects  of  the  cold.  Clinker,  who  heard 
m^  cry,  and  saw  me  indistinctly  a  good  way 
without  the  fifuide,  buffeting  the  waves,  took 
it  for  granted  I  was  drowning,  and  rushing 
into  the  sea,  clothes  and  all,  overturned  the 
guide,  in  his  hurry  to  save  his  master.  I  had 
swam  out  a  few  strokes,  when,  hearing  a 
noise,  I  turned  about,  and  saw  Clinker  (al- 
ready up  to  his  neck)  advancing  towards  me, 
witl)  all  the  wildness  of  terror  m  his  aspect. 
Afraid  he  would  ^t  out  of  his  depth,  I  made 
haste  to  meet  him ;  when,  all  of  a  sudden, 
he  seized  me  by  one  ear,  and  dragged  me 
bellowing  with  pain  upon  the  dry  TOach,  to 
the  astonishment  of  all  the  people,  men,  wo- 
men and  children,  there  assembled. 

I  was  so  exasperated  by  the  pain  of  my 
ear,  and  the  disgrace  of  beingr  exposed  in 
such  an  attitude,  that,  in  the  nrst  transport, 
I  struck  him  down  ;  then,  running  back  into 
the  sea,  took  shelter  in  the  machine,  where 
my  clothes  had  been  deposited.  I  soon  re- 
collected myself  so  far  as  to  do  justice  to 
the  poor  fellow,  who,  in  great  simplicity  of 
heart,  had  acted  from  motives  of  fidelity  and 
afiection.  Opening  the  door  of  the  machine, 
which  was  immediately  drawn  on  shore,  I 
saw  him  standing  by  the  wheel,  dropping 
like  a  water-work,  and  trembling  from  head 
to  foot,  partly  from  cold,  and  partly  from  the 
dread  of  having  offended  his  master.  I 
made  my  acknowledgements  for  the  blow  he 
had  received,  assured  him  I  was  not  angry, 
and  insisted  upon  his  going  home  immedi- 
ately to  shift  his  clothes  ;  a  command  which 

aoWed,  in  imitation  of  Poroponiut  Attious,  to 
take  himself  oiT  bj  abstinenoe ;  and  this  reto- 
lotion  he  exeeated  like  an  ancient  Koman. 
He  saw  company  to  the  last,  cracked  his 
jokes,  conversed  freely,  and  entertained  his 
guests  with  music.  On  the  third  day  of  his 
&st  he  found  himself  entirely  freed  of  his 
complaint;  but  refused  taking  sustenance. 
He  said,  the  most  disagreeable  part  of  the 
voyage  was  past,  and  he  should  be  a  cursed 
fool  indeed  to  put  about  ship  when  he  was 
just  entering  the  harbour.  In  these  senti- 
ments he  persisted,  without  any  marks  of  af- 
fectation, and  thas  finished  his  course  with 
such  ease  and  serenity,  as  would  have  done 
honour  to  the  firmest  stoic  of  aotiquity. 


he  could  hardly  find  in  his  heart  to  execute, 
so  well  disposed  was  he  to  furnish  the  mth 
with  farther  entertainment  at  my  expense. 
Clinker's  intention  was  laudable,  without  aJl 
doubt ;  but,  nevertheless,  I  am  a  sufierer  by 
his  simplicity.  I  have  had  a  burning  heat, 
and  a  strange  buzzing  noise,  in  that  ear,  ever 
since  it  was  so  roughly  treated ;  and  I  can- 
not walk  the  street  without  being  pointed 
at,  as  the  monster  that  was  hauled  naked 
ashore  upon  the  beach.  Well,  I  affirm  that 
folly  is  often  more  provoking  than  knavery, 
av,  and  more  mischievous  too :  and  whether 
a  man  had  not  better  choose  a  sensible  rogue 
than  an  honest  simpleton,  for  his  servant,  is 
no  matter  of  doubt  with  yours, 

MATT  BRAMBLE. 
Scarborought  Jtdy  4. 


To  Sir  Watkiv  Phillips,  Bart,  or  Jbsvi 

COLLSOB,  OxoH. 

Dkar  Wat, — ^We  made  a  precipitate  re** 
treat  from  Scarborough,  owingr  to  the  excess- 
ive delicacy  of  our  squire,  who  cannot  bear 
the  thoughts  of  being  frmiereuntium  digito 
fnonslratus. 

One  morning,  while  he  was  bathing  in 
the  sea,  his  man  Clinker  took  it  into  his 
head  that  his  master  was  in  dan^^r  of  drown- 
ing ;  and,  in  this  conceit,  plunging  into  the 
water,  he  lugged  him  out  naked  on  the  beach, 
and  almost  pulled  off  his  ear  in  the  operation. 
You  may  guess  how  this  achievement  was 
relished  by  Mr  Bramble,  who  is  impatient, 
irascible,  and  has  the  most  extravagant  ideas 
of  decency  and  decorum  in  the  economy  of  .  • 
his  own  person.  In  the  first  ebullition  of  v 
his  choler,  he  knocked  Clinker  down  with  * 
his  fist ;  but  he  afterwards  made  him  amends 
for  this  outrage ;  and,  in  order  to  avoid  the 
further  notice  of  the  people,  among  whom 
this  incident  had  made  him  remarkable,  he 
resolved  to  leave  Scarborough  next  day. 

We  set  out  accordingly  over  the  mooes, . 
by  the  way  of  Whitby,  and  began  our  journey 
betimes,  in  hopes  of  reaching  Stockton  that 
night ;  but  in  this  hope  we  were  disappointed. 
In  the  afternoon,  crossing  a  deep  gutter, 
made  by  a  torrent,  the  coach  was  so  hard 
strained,  that  one  of  the  irons  which  connect 
the  frame  snapt,  and  the  leather  sling  on  the 
same  side  cracked  in  the  middle.  The  shock 
was  so  ereat,  that  my  sister  Liddy  struck 
her  head  against  Mrs  Tabitha's  nose  with 
such  violence,  that  the  blood  flowed;  and 
Win  Jenkins  was  darted  through  a  small 
window  in  that  part  of  the  carriage  next 
the  horses,  where  she  stuck  like  a  bawd  in 
the  pillory,  till  she  was  released  by  the  hand 
of  Mr  Bramble.  We  were  eight  miles  dis- 
tant from  any  place  where  we  could  be  sup- 
plied with  chaises,  and  it  was  impossible  to 
proceed  with  the  coach,  until  the  damage 
should  be  repaired.     In  this  dilemma  we 
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discovered  a  blacksmith's  forge  on  the  edge 
of  a  small  common,  about  half  a  mile  from 
the  scene  of  our  disasteri  and  thither  the 
postilions  made  shift  to  draw  the  carriage 
slowly,  while  the  company  walked  a-foot; 
but  we  found  the  blacksmith  had  been  dead 
some  days;  and  his  wife,  who  had  been 
lately  delivered,  was  deprived  of  her  senses, 
under  the  care  of  a  nurse  hired  by  the  parish. 
We  were  exceedingly  mortified  at  this  dis* 
appointment,  which,  however,  was  surmount- 
ed by  the  help  of  Humphry  Clinker,  who  is 
a  surprising  compound  of  genius  and  simpli- 
city. Finding  the  tools  of  the  defunct,  to- 
gether with  some  coals  in  the  smithy,  he 
unscrewed  the  damaged  iron  in  a  twinkling, 
and,  kindiinff  a  fire,  united  the  broken  pieces 
with  equal  dexterity  and  dispatch.  While 
he  was  at  work  upon  this  operation,  the  poor 
woman  in  the  straw,  struck  with  the  well- 
known  sound  of  the  hammer  and  anvil, 
started  up,  and,  notwithstanding  all  the 
nurse's  efforts,  came  running  into  the  smithy, 
where,  throwing  her  arms  about  Clinker's 
neck, — "Ah,  Jacob !"  cried  she,  **  how  could 
you  leave  me  in  such  a  condition?" 

This  incident  was  too  pathetic  to  occasion 
mirth — it  brought  tears  into  the  eyes  of  all 
present.  The  poor  widow  was  put  to  bed 
a^ain;  and  we  did  not  leave  the  village 
without  doing  something  for  her  benefit.* 
Even  Tabitha's  charity  was  awakened  on 
this  occasion.  As  for  the  tender-hearted 
Humphry  Clinker,  he  hammered  the  iron 
and  wept  at  the  same  time.  But  his  inge- 
nuihr  was  not  confined  to  his  own  province 
of  farrier  and  blacksmith — it  was  necessary 
to  join  the  leather  sling  which  had  been 
broke ;  and  this  service  he  likewise  perform- 
ed, by  means  of  a  broken  awl,  which  he 
new-pointed  and  CTOund,  a  little  hemp  which 
he  spun  into  lingles,  and  a  few  tacks  which 
he  made  for  the  purpose.  Upon  the  whole, 
we  were  in  a  condition  to  proceed  in  little 
more  than  one  hour;  but  even  this  delay 
obliged  us  to  pass  the  night  at  Gisborough. 
Next  day  we  crossed  the  Tees  at  Stockton, 
which  is  a  neat,  a^eeable  town ;  and  there 
we  resolved  to  dine,  with  purpose  to  lie  at 
Durham. 

Whom  should  we  meet  in  the  yard,  when 
we  alighted,  but  Martin  the  adventurer. 
Having  handed  out  the  ladies,  and  conducted 
them  into  an  apartment,  where  he  paid  his 
compliments  to  Mrs  Tabby  with  his  usual 
address,  he  begged  leave  to  speak  to  my  uncle 
in  another  room ;  and  there,  in  some  confu- 
sion, he  made  an  apology  for  having  taken 
the  liberty  to  trouble  him  with  a  letter  at 
Stevenage.  He  expressed  his  hope,  that 
Mr  Bramble  had  bestowed  some  consideration 
on  his  unhappy  case,  and  repeated  his  desire 
of  being  taken  into  his  service. 

My  uncle,  calling  me  into  the  room,  told 
him,  that  we  were  both  very  well  inclined  to 
rescue  him  from  a  way  of  life  that  was  equally 
6  S* 


dangerous  and  dishonourable;  and  that  he 
should  have  no  scruple  in  trusting  to  his 
gratitude  and  fidelity,  if  he  had  any  emplojr- 
ment  for  him  which  he  thought  would  suit 
his  qualifications  and  his  circumstances ;  but 
that  all  the  departments  he  had  mentioned 
in  his  letter  were  filled  up  by  persons  of 
whose  conduct  he  had  no  reason  to  complain ; 
of  consequence  he  could  not,  without  injus- 
tice, deprive  any  one  of  them  of  his  bread. 
Nevertheless,  he  declared  himself  ready  to 
assist  him  in  any  feasible  project,  either  with 
his  purse  or  creait. 

Martin  seemed  deeply  touched  at  this 
declaration.  The  tear  started  in  his  eye, 
while  he  said,  in  a  faultering  accent,— 
"Worthy  sir — ^your  generosity  oppresses 
me — I  never  dreamed  of  troubling  you  for 
any  pecuniarv  assistance — ^indeed  I  have  no 
occasion — I  have  been  so  lucky  at  billiards 
and  betting  at  different  places,  at  Buxton, 
Harrowgate,  Scarborough,  and  Newcastle 
races,  that  my  stock  in  ready  money  amounts 
to  three  hundred  pounds,  which  I  would 
willingly  employ  in  prosecuting  some  honest 
scheme  of  life ;  but  my  friend  Justice  'Buz- 
zard has  set  so  many  springs  for  my  life, 
that  I  am  under  the  necessity  of  either  retir- 
ing immediately  to  a  remote  part  of  the 
country,  where  I  can  enjoy  the  protection 
of  some  generous  patron,  or  of  quitting  the 
kingdom  altogether.  It  is  upon  this  alter- 
native that  I  now  beg  leave  to  ask  your  ad- 
vice. I  have  had  information  of  all  your 
route  since  I  had  the  honour  to  see  you  at 
Stevenage ;  and,  supposinff  you  would  come 
this  way  from  Scarborou^,  I  came  hither 
last  night  from  Darlington  to  pay  you  my 
respects.  ** 

**  It  would  be  no  difficult  matter  to  provide 
you  with  an  asylum  in  the  country,"  replied 
my  uncle ;  **  but  a  life  of  indolence  anci  ob- 
scurity would  not  suit  with  your  active  and 
enterprising  disposition.  I  would  therefore 
advise  you  to  try  your  fortune  in  the  East 
Indies.  I  will  give  you  a  letter  to  a  friend 
in  London,  who  will  recommend  you  to  the 
direction,  for  a  commission  in  the  company's 
service;  and  if  that  cannot  be  obtained,  you 
will  at  least  be  received  as  a  volunteer — ^in 
which  case  you  may  pay  for  yonr  passage, 
and  I  shall  undertake  to  procure  you  such 
crc;identials,  that  you  will  not  be  long  without 
a  commission." 

Martin  embraced  the  proposal  with  great 
eagerness ;  it  was  therefore  resolved  that  he 
should  sell  his  horse,  and  take  a  passage  by 
sea  for  London,  to  execute  the  project  with- 
out delay.  In  the  mean  time,  he  accomp^ 
nied  us  to  Durham,  where  we  took  up  oar 
quarters  for  the  night.  Here,  being  fur- 
nished with  letters  from  my  uncle,  he  took  his 
leave  of  us,  with  strong  symptoms  of  grati- 
tude and  attachment,  and  set  out  for  Sunder- 
land, in  order  to  embark  in  tlie  first  collier 
bound  for  the  river  Thames.    He  had  aol 
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been  gone  half  an  hour,  when  we  were  joined 
by  another  character,  which  promised  some- 
thing extraordinary.  A  tall  meagre  figure, 
answering,  with  his  horse,  the  description  of 
Don  Quixote  mounted  on  Rozinante,  appear- 
ed  in  the  twilight  at  the  inn  door,  while  my 
aunt  and  Liddy  stood  at  a  window  in  the 
dining-room,  tie  wore  a  coat,  the  cloth  of 
which  bad  once  been  scarlet,  trimmed  with 
Brandenburgs,  now  totally  deprived  of  their 
metal ;  and  he  had  holster-caps  and  housing 
of  the  same  stuff  and  same  antiquity.  Per- 
ceiving ladies  at  the  window  above,  he  en- 
deavoured to  dismount  with  the  most  grace- 
ful air  he  could  assume;  but  the  ostler 
neglecting  to  hold  the  stirrup,  when  he 
wheeled  off  his  right  foot,  and  stood  with 
his  whole  weight  on  the  other,  the  girth  un- 
fortunately gave  way,  the  saddle  turned, 
down  came  the  cavalier  to  the  ground,  and 
his  hat  and  periwig  falling  off,  displayed  a 
ifead-piece  of  various  colours,  patched  and 
plastered  in  a  wofiil  condition.  The  ladies, 
at  the  window  above,  shrieked  with  affright, 
on  the  supposition  that  the  stranger  had  re- 
ceived some  notable  damage  in  his  mil ;  but  the 
matest  injury  he  had  sustained,  arose  from 
tne  dishonour  of  his  descent,  ag^avated  by 
the  disgrace  of  exposing  the  condition  of  his 
cranium;  for  certain  plebeians  that  were 
about  the  door  laughed  aloud,  in  the  belief* 
that  the  captain  had  got  either  a  scald  head, 
or  a  broken  head,  both  equally  opprobrious. 
He  forthwith  leaped  up  m  a  fiiry,  and 
snatching  one  of  his  pistols,  threatened  to 
put  the  ostler  to  death,  when  another  squall 
from  the  women  checked  his  resentment. 
He  then  bowed  to  the  window,  while  he  kiss- 
ed the  butt-end  of  his  pifitol,  which  he  re- 
placed, adjusted  his  wig  in  great  confusion, 
and  led  his  horse  into  the  stable.  By  this 
time  I  had  come  to  the  door,  and  could  not 
help  eazing  at  the  strange  figure  that  pre- 
sented itself  to  m^  view.  He  would  have 
measured  above  six  feet  in  height,  had  he 
stood  upright ;  but  he  stooped  very  much, 
was  very  narrow  in  the  shoulders,  and  very 
thick  in  the  calves  of  the  legs,  wiiich  were 
cased  in  black  spatterdashes.  As  for  his 
thighs,  they  were  long  and  slender,  like  those 
of  a  grasshopper ;  his  face  was  at  least  half 
^  a  yara  in  length,  brown  and  shrivelled,  with 
projectingr  cheek-bones,  little  grey  eyes  on 
the  greenish  hue,  a  large  hook-nose,  a  point- 
ed chin,  a  mouth  from  ear  to  ear,  very  ill 
furnished  with  teeth,  and  a  hiffh  narrow 
forehead  well  furrowed  with  wrinlcles.  His 
horse  was  exactly  in  the  style  of  its  rider ! 
a  resurrection  of  dry  bones,  which  (as  we 
afterwards  learned)  he  valued  exceedingly, 
as  the  only  present  he  had  ever  received  in 
his  life. 

Having  seen  this  favourite  steed  properly 
accommodated  in  the  stable,  he  sent  up  his 
compliments  to  the  ladies,  begpng  permiss- 
ion to  thank  them  in  person  tot  the  marks 


of  concern  they  had  shai  <at  his  disaster  in 
the  court-yard.  As  the  squire  said  they 
could  not  decently  decline  his  visit,  he  was 
shown  up  stairs,  and  paid  his  respects  in  the 
Scotch  dialect,  with  much  formality.  "  La« 
dies,*'  said  he,  "  perhaps  you  may  be  scan- 
daleezed  at  the  appearance  my  head  made 
when  it  was  uncovered  by  accident ;  but  I 
can  assure  you,  the  condition  you  saw  it 
in  is  neither  the  effects  of  disease,  nor  of 
drunkenness,  but  an  honest  scar  received  in 
the  service  of  my  country."  He  then  gave 
us  to  understand,  that,  having  been  wounded 
at  Ticonderago,  in  America,  a  party  of  In- 
dians rifled  him,  scalped  him,  broke  his  skull 
with  the  blow  of  a  tomahawk,  and  left  him 
for  dead  on  the  field  of  battle ;  but  that, 
being  afterwards  found  with  signs  of  life,  he 
had  been  cured  in  the  French  hospital, 
though  the  loss  of  substance  could  not  be 
repaired;  so  that  the  skull  was  left  naked 
in  several  places,  and  these  he  covcrec^  with 
patches.  . 

There  is  no  hold  by  which  an  Englishman  \ 
is  sooner  taken  than  that  of  compassion.  \ 
We  were  immediately  interested  in  behalf  * 
of  this  veteran.  Even  Tabby*s  heart  was 
melted ;  but  our  pity  was  warmed  with  in- 
dignation, when  we  learned,  that,  in  the 
course  of  two  Bangui narv  wars,  he  had  been 
wounded,  maimed,  mutilated,  taken  and  en- 
slaved, without  ever  having  attained  a  Higher 
rank  than  that  of  lieutenant.  My  uncle's 
eyes  gleamed,  and  his  nether  lip  quivered, 
while  he  exclaimed, — "  I  vow  to  God,  sir, 
your  case  is  a  reproach  to  the  service.  The 
injustice  you  have  met  with  is  so  flagrant" — 
"  I  must  crave  your  pardon,  sir,"  cried  the 
other,  interrupting  him,  **  I  complain  of  no 
injustice.  I  purchased  an  ensigncy  thirty 
years  ago ;  and,  in  the  course  of  service, 
rose  to  be  a  lieutenant,  according  to  my 
seniority."  "  But,  iihsuch  a  length  of  time, 
resumed  the  squire,  ^^ybfS  must  have  seen  a 
great  many  young  officers  put  over  your 
head."  **  Nevertheless,"  said  he,  **  I  have 
no  cause  to  murmur, — they  bought  their  pre- 
ferment with  their  money.  I  had  no  money 
to  carry  to  market — that  was* my  misfor- 
tune ;  but  nobody  was  to  blame."  "  What ! 
no  friend  to  advance  a  sum  of  money  ^"  said 
Mr  Bramble.  *'  Perhaps  I  might  have  bor- 
rowed money  for  the  purchase  of  a  com- 
pany," answered  the  other ;  "  but  that  loan 
must  have  been  refunded;  and  I  did  not 
choose  to  encumber  myself  with  a  debt  of  a 
thousand  pounds,  to  be  paid  from  an  income 
often  shillings  a-day."  '*  So  you  have  spent 
the  best  part  of  your  life,"  cried  Mr  Bram- 
ble, "  your  youth,  your  blood,  and  your  con-  • 
stitution,  amidst  the  dangers,  the  difficulties, 
the  horrors,  and  hardships  of  war,  for  the 
consideration  of  three  or  four  shillings  a-day 
— ^a  consideration" — *♦  Sir,"  replied  the  Scot, 
with  great  warmth,  **  you  are  the  man  that 
does  me  injustice,  if  you  say  or  think  I  ha?o 
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been  actuated  b^  y  such  paltry  considera- 
tion. I  am  a  geuUeman ;  and  entered  the 
aarvice  aa  other  gentlemen  do,  with  such 
hopes  and  sentiments  as  honourable  ambi- 
tion  inspires.  If  I  have  not  been  lucky  in  the 
lottery  of  life,  so  neither  do  I  think  myself 
unfortunate.  I  owe  no  man  a  farthing ;  I  can 
always  command  a  clean  shirt,  a  mutton 
chop,  and  a  truss  of  straw ;  and,  when  I  die, 
I  shall  leave  effects  sufficient  to  defray  the 
expense  of  my  burial." 

My  uncle  assured  him  he  had  no  intention 
to  ^ve  him  the  least  offence  by  the  obser- 
vations- he  had  made ;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
spoke  from  a  sentiment  of  friendly  regard  to 
his  interest.  The  lieutenant  thanked  him 
with  a  stiffness  of  civility,  which  nettled  our 
old  gentleman,  who  perceived  that  his  mode- 
-ration  was  all  affected ;  for,  whatsoever  his 
tongue  m.gpht  declare,  his  whole  appearance 
denoted  dissatisfaction.  In  short,  without 
pretending  to  judge  of  his  military  merit,  I 
think  I  may  affirm,  that  this  Caledonian  is  a 
self-conceited  pedant,  awkward,  rude  and 
disputacious.  He  has  had  the  benefit  of  a 
school  education  ;  seems  to  have  read  a  ^ood 
number  of  books ;  his  memory  is  tenacious, 
and  he  pretends  to  speak  several  different 
languages ;  but  he  is  so  addicted  to  wrang- 
ling, that  he  will  cavil  at  the  clearest  truths, 
and,  in  the  pride  of  argumentation,  attempt 
to  reconcile  contradictions.  Whether  his 
address  and  qualifications  are  really  of  that 
stamp  which  is  agreeable  to  the  taste  of  our 
aunt  Mrs  Tabitha,  or  that  indefatigable 
maiden  is  determined  to  shoot  at  every  sort 
of  game,  certain  it  is,  she  has  begun  to  prac- 
tise upon  the  heart  of  the  lieutenant,  who 
fiivoured  us  with  his  company  at  supper. 

I  have  many  other  things  to  say  of  this 
man  of  war,  which  I  shall  communicate  in  a 
post  or  two.  Meanwhile,  it  is  but  reason- 
able that  you  should  be  indulged  with  some 
respite  from  those  weary  lucubrations  of, 
yours.  J.  MELPORD. 

Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  July  10. 


To  Sib  Watkin  Phillips,  Babt.  of  Jesub 

COLLSOB,  OxoN. 

Dear  Phillips, — In  my  last,  I  treated 
you  with  a  high-fiavoured  dish,  in  the  charac- 
ter of  the  Scotch  lieutenant,  and  I  must  pre- 
sent him  once  more  for  your  entertainment. 
It  was  our  fortune  to  feed  upon  him  the  best 
part  of  three  days ;  and  I  do  not  doubt  that 
he  will  start  asain  in  our  way  before  we 
shall  have  finished  our  northern  excursion. 
The  day  after  our  meeting  with  him  at  Dur- 
ham  proved  so  tempestuous,  that  we  did  not 
choose  to  proceed  on  our  journey;  and 
my  uncle  persuaded  him  to  sta^  till  the 
weather  should  clear  up,  giving  him,  at  the 
same  time,  a  general  invitation  to  our  mess. 
The  man  has  certainly  gathered  a  whole 


budget  of  shrewd  observations,  but  he  brings 
them  forth  in  such  an  ungracious  manner  as 
would  be  extremely  disgusting,  if  it  was  not 
marked  by  that  characteristic  oddity  which 
never  fails  to  attract  the  attention.  He  and 
Mr  Bramble  discoursed,  and  even  disputed* 
on  different  subjects  in  war,  policy,  the 
belles  lettres,  law  and  metapliysics ;  and 
sometimes  they  were  warmed  into  such  alter- 
cation as  seemed  to  threaten  an  abrupt  dis- 
solution of  their  society;  but  Mr  Bramble 
set  a  ^ard  over  his  own  irascibility,  the 
more  vigilantly  as  the  officer  was  his  guest ; 
and  when,  in  spite  of  all  his  efforts,  he  befi;an 
to  wax  warm,  the  other  prudently  cooled  in 
the  same  proportion. 

Mrs  Tabitha  chancing  to  accost  her  brother 
by  the  familiar  diminutive  of  Matt, — "  Prayr 
sir,"  said  the  lieutenant,  *<is  your  name 
Matthias  1"  You  must  know  it  is  one  of 
our  uncle*s  foibles  to  be  ashamed  of  his 
name,  Matthew,  because  it  is  puritanical; 
and  this  question  chagrined  him  so  much, 
that  he  answered, — ♦*  No,  by  G— ^ !"  in  a 
very  abrupt  tone  of  displeasure.  The  Scot 
took  umbrage  at  the  manner  of  his  reply, 
and  bristling  up, — "  If  I  had  known,"  said 
he,  **  that  you  did  not  care  to  tell  your  name, 
I  should  not  have  asked  the  question.  The 
jeddy  called  you  Matt,  and  I  naturally  thought 
it  was  Matthias ;  perhaps  it  may  be  Methuse- 
lah, or  Metrodorus,  or  Met  ell  us,  or  Mathuri- 

nus,  or  Malthinnus,  or  Matamorus,  or ." 

•*  No,"  cried  my  uncle,  laughing,  "  it  is  nei- 
ther of  those,  captain  ;  my  name  is  Matthew 
Bramble,  at  your  service.  The  truth  is,  I 
have  a  foolish  pique  at  the  name  of  Matthew, 
because  it  savours  of  those  canting  hypo- 
crites, who,  in  Cromwell's  time,  christened 
all  their  children  by  names  taken  from  the 
scripture."  "  A  foolish  pique,  indeed,"  cried 
Mrs  Tabby,  <*and  even  sinful,  to  fall  out 
with  your  name  because  it  is  taken  from 
holy  writ.  I  would  have  you  to  know,  you 
was  called  after  great  uncle  Matthew  ap 
Madoc  ap  Meredith,  Esquire,  of  Llanwys- 
thin,  in  Montgomeryshire,  justice  of  the 
quorum  and  crusty  ruttleorum,  a  gentleman 
of  great  worth  and  property,  descended  in  a 
straight  line,  by  the  female  side,  from  Lle- 
wellyn, prince  of  Wales." 

This  genealogical  .anecdote  seemed  to  ^ 
make  some  impression  upon  the  North  Bri- 
ton, who  bowed  very  low  to  the  descendants 
of  Uewellyn,  and  observed,  that  he  himself 
had  the  honour  of  a  scriptural  nomination. 
The  lady  expressing  a  desire  of  knowing  his 
address,  he  said,  he  designed  himself  Lieu- 
tenant Obadiah  Lismabmfl^;  and,  in  order  to  * 
assist  h^rUffiffibry,  he  presented  her  with 
a  slip  of  paper  inscribed  with  these  three 
words,  which  she  repeated  with  great  em- 
phasis, declaring  it  was  one  of  the  most  no- 
ble and  sonorous  names  she  had  ever  heard. 
He  observed,  that  Obadiah  was  an  adventi- 
tious- appellation,  derived  from  his  great- 
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grandfather,  who  had  been  one  of  the  original 
covenanters ;  but  Lismahaffo.was  the  family 
Bumame*  taken  Trom  a  place  in  Scotland 
BO  called.  He  likewise  dropped  some  hints 
about  the  antiquity  of  his  pedigree,  adding, 
with  a  smile  of  self-deniaJ,  sed  genus  et 
proavost  et  qutB  non  fecimus  ipsit  vix  ea 
nostra  voco,  which  quotation  he  explained, 
in  deference  to  the  ladies ;  and  Mrs  Tabitha 
did  not  fail  to  compliment  him  on  his  mo- 
desty, in  waiving  the  merit  of  his  ancestry ; 
adding,  that  it  was  the  less  necessary  to  him, 
as  he  had  such  a  considerable  fund  of  his 
own.  She  now  began  to  ^lue  herself  to  his 
favour  with  the  grossest  adulation.  She  ex- 
patiated upon  the  antiquity  and  virtues  of 
the  Scottish  nation,  upon  their  valour,  pro- 
bity, learning  and  politeness :  she  even  de- 
scended to  encomiums  on  his  own  personal 
address,  his  gallantry,  good  sense,  and  eru- 
dition :  she  appealed  to  her  brother,  whether 
the  captain  was  not  the  verv  image  of  our 
cousin  Governor  Griffith.  She  discovered  a 
surprising  eagerness  to  know  the  particulars 
of  his  lire,  and  asked  a  thousand  questions 
concerning  his  achievements  in  war:  all 
which  Mr  Lismahago  answered  with  a  sort 
of  Jesuitical  reserve ;  affecting  a  reluctance 
to  satisfy  her  curiosit;^  on  a  subject  that  con- 
cerned his  own  exploits. 

By  dint  of  her  interrogations,  however, 
we  learned,  that  he  and  Ensign  Murphy  had 
made  their  escape  from  the  French  hospital 
at  Montreal,  and  taken  to  the  woods,  in 
hope  of  reaching  some  English  settlement ; 
but,  mistaking  their  route,  they  fell  in  with 
a  party  of  Miamis,  who  carried  them  away 
in  captivity.    The  intention  of  these  Indians 
was  to  give  one  of  them  as  an  adopted  son 
to  a  venerable  sachem,  who  had  lost  his  own 
in  the  course  of  the  war,  and  to  sacrifice  the 
other,  according  to  the  custom  of  the  coun- 
try.   Murphy,   as  being  the  younger  and 
handsomer  of  the  two,  was  designed  to  fill 
the  place  of  the  deceased,  not  only  as  the 
son  of  the  sachem,  but  as  the  spouse  of  a 
beautiful  squaw,  to  whom  his  predecessor 
had  been  betrothed ;  but,  in  passing  through 
the  different  wigwams,  or  villages,  of  the 
Miamis,  poor  Murphy  was  so  mangled  by 
the  women  and  children,  who  have  the  pri- 
vilege of  torturing  all  prisoners  in  their  pass- 
ape,  that,  by  the  time  they  arrived  at  the 
place  of  the  sachem's  residence,  he  was 
rendered  altogether  unfit  for  the  purposes  of 
marriage:  it  was  determined,  therefore;  in 
the  assembly  of  the  warriors,  that  Ensign 
Murphy  should  be  brought  to  the  stake,  and 
that  the  lady  should  be  given  to  Lieutenant 
Lismahago,  who  had  likewisr  received  his 
share  of  torments,  though  they  had  nut  pro- 
duced emasculation.    A  joint  of  one  finger 
had  been  cut,  or  rather  sawed  off,  with  a 
rusty  knife ;  one  of  his  great  toes  was  crushed 
into  a  mash  betwixt  two  stones ;  some  of  his 
teeth  were  drawn  or  dug  oat  with  a  crooked 


nail ;  splintered  reeds  had  been  thrust  up  his 
nostrils,  and  other  tender  parts;  and  the 
calves  of  his  legs  had  been  blown  up  with 
mines  of  gunpowder,  dug  in  the  flesh  with 
the  sharp  point  of  the  tomahawk. 

The  Indians  themselves  allowed  that  Mur- 
phy died  with  great  heroism,  singing,  bb  his 
death  song,  the  Drimmendoo,  in  concert  with 
Mr  Lismahago,  who  was  present  at  the  80« 
lemnity.    After  the  warriors  and  the  matrons 
had  made  a  hearty  meal  upon  the  muscular 
flesh,  v^hich  they  pared  from  the  victim,  and 
had  applied  a  great  variety  of  tortures,  which 
he  bore  without  flinching,  an  old  lady,  with 
a  sharp  knife,  scooped  out  one  of  his  eyes, 
and  put  a  burning  coal  in  the  socket.    The 
pain  of  this  operation  was  so  exquisite,  that 
he  could  not  help  bellowing;  upon  which 
the  audience  raised  a  shout  of  exultation, 
and  one  of  the  warriors,  stealing  behind  him, 
gave  him  the  coup  de  grace  with  a  hatchet. 
Lismaha^'s  bride,  the  squaw  Squinkina- 
coosta,  distinguished  herself  on  this  occa- 
sion.    She  showed  a  great  superiority  of 
genius,  in  the  tortures  which  she  contrived 
and  executed  with  her  own  hands :  she  vied 
with  the  stoutest  warrior  in  eating  the  flesh 
of  the  sacrifice;  and,  after  all  the  other 
females  were  fuddled  with  dram-drinking, 
she  was  not  so  intoxicated  but  that  she  was 
able  to  play  the  game  of  the  platter  with  the 
conjuring  sachem,  and  afterwards  go  through 
the  ceremony  of  her  own  wedding,  which 
was  consummated  that  same  evening.    The 
captain  had  lived  very  happily  with  this 
accomplished  squaw  for  two  years,  during 
which  she  bore  nim  a  son,  who  is  now  the 
representative  of  his  mother's  tribe ;  but,  at 
length,  to  his  unspeakable  grief,  she  had  died 
of  a  fever,  occasioned  by  eatinff  too  much 
raw  bear,  which  they  had  killed  m  a  hunting 
excursion. 

By  this  time  Mr  Lismahago  was  elected 
sachem,  acknowledged  first  warrior  of  the 
Badger  tribe,  and  dignified  with  the  name  or 
epithet  of  Occacanastao^arora,  which  signi- 
fies nimble  as  a  weasle  ;l}ut  all  these  advan- 
tages and  honours  he  was  obliged  to  resign, 
in  consequence  of  being  exchanged  for  the 
orator  of  the  community,  who  had  been 
taken  prisoner  by  the  Indians  that  were  in 
alliance  with  the  English.  At  the  peace,  he 
had  sold  out  upon  half-pay,  and  was  returned 
to  Britain,  with  a  view  to  pass  the  rest  of 
his  life  in  his  own  country,  where  he  hoped 
to  find  some  retreat,  where  his  slender  finan- 
ces would  afford  him  a  decent  subsistence. 
Such  are  the  outlines  of  Mr  Lismahago's 
history,  to  which  Tabitha  did  seriously  iii- 
cline  her  ear;  indeed,  she  seemed  to  be 
taken  with  the  same  charms  that  captivated  . 
the  heart  of  Desdemona,  who  loved  the  Moor 
for  the  dangers  he  had  passed. 

The  description  of  poor  Murphy's  Bufibr- 
ings,  which  threw  ray  sister  Liddy  into  a 
swoon,  extracted  some  Bighs  from  the  breaat 
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of  Mrs  Tabby.  When  she  understood  he 
had  been  rendered  unfit  for  marriage,  she 
began  to  spit,  and  ejaculated,  "  Jesus,  what 
cruel  barbarians !"  and  she  made  wry  faces 
at  the  lady's  nuptial  repast;  but  she  was 
eagerly  curious  to  know  the  particulars  of 
her  marriage  dress ;  whether  she  wore  high- 
breasted  stays  or  boddice,  a  robe  of  silk  or 
velvet,  and  laces  of  Mechlin  or  minionette — 
she  supposed,  as  they  were  connected  with 
the  French,  she  used  rou^e,  and  had  her  hair 
dressed  in  the  Parisian  fashion.  The  cap- 
tain  would  have  declined  giving  a  categorical 
explanation  of  all  these  particulars,  observing, 
in  general,  that  the  Indians  were  too  tena- 
cious of  their  own  customs  to  adopt  the 
modes  of  any  nation  whatsoever ;  he  said, 
moreover,  that  neither  the  simplicity  of  their 
manners,  nor  the  commerce  of  their  country, 
would  admit  of  those  articles  of  luxury  which 
are  deemed  magnificence  in  Europe;  and 
that  they  were  too  virtuous  and  sensible  to 
encourage  the  introduction  of  any  fashion 
which  might  help  to  render  them  corrupt 
and  effeminate. 

These  observations  served  only  to  inflame 
her  desire  of  knowing  the  particulars  about 
which  she  had  inquired ;  and,  with  all  his 
evasion,  he  could  not  help  discovering  the 
following  particulars.  That  his  princess  had 
neither  shoes,  stockings,  shift,  nor  any  kind 
of  linen — that  her  bridal  dress  consisted  of  a 
petticoat  of  red  baise,  and  a  frin^d  blanket, 
fastened  about  her  shoulders  with  a  copper 
skewer;  but  of  ornaments  she  had  great 
plenty — ^her  hair  was  curiously  plaited,  and 
mterwoven  with  bobbins  of  human  bone — 
one  eye-lid  was  painted  green,  and  the  other 
yellow ;  the  cheeks  were  blue,  the  lips  white, 
the  teeth  red,  and  there  was  a  black  list 
drawn  down  the  middle  of  the  forehead,  as 
far  as  the  tip  of  the  nose — a  couple  of  gaudy 
parrot's  feathers  were  stuck  through  the 
division  of  the  nostrils — ^there  was  a  blue 
stone  set  in  the  chin — ^her  ear-rings  con- 
sisted of  two  pieces  of  hickoir,  of  the  size 
and  shape  of  drumsticks — her  legs  and  arms 
were  adorned  with  bracelets  of  wampum — 
her  breast  glittered  with  numerous  strings 
of  glass  beads — she  wore  a  curious  pouch, 
or  pocket,  of  woven  glass,  ele^ntly  painted 
with  various  colours — about  her  neck  was 
hung  the  fresh  scalp  of  a  Mohawk  warrior, 
whom  her  deceased  lover  had  lately  slain  in 
battle — and,  finally,  she  was  anointed  firom 
head  to  foot  with  bear's  grease,  which  sent 
forth  a  most  a^eable  odour. 

One  would  imagine  that  these  parapher- 
nalia would  not  have  been  much  admired  by 
a  modem  fine  lady ;  but  Mrs  Tabitha  was 
resolved  to  approve  of  all  the  captain's  con- 
ncfctions.  She  wished,  indeed,  the  squaw 
had  been  better  provided  with  linen ;  but  she 
owned  there  was  much  taste  and  fancy  in 
her  ornaments ;  she  made  no  doubt,  there- 
ibref  that  Madame  Squinkinacoosta  was  a 


young  lady  of  good  sense  and  rare  accom- 
plishments, and  a  good  christian  at  bottom. 
Then  she  asked  whether  his  consort  had  been 
hi^h-church  or  low-church,  presbyterian  or 
anabaptist,  or  had  been  favoured  with  any 
glimmering  of  the  new  light  of  the  gospel. 
When  he  ponftssed  that  sne  and  her  whole 
nation  were  utter  strangers  to  the  Christian 
faith,  she  gazed  at  him  with  signs  of  aston- 
ishment ;  and  Humphry  Clinker,  who  chanced 
to  be  in  the  room,  uttered  a  hollow  groan. 

After  some  pause — "  In  the  name  of  Crod, 
Captain  Lismahago,"  cried  she,  *'  what  reli- 
gion do  they  profess  1"  "As  to  religion, 
madam,"  answered  the  lieutenant,  '*it  is 
among  those  Indians  a  matter  of  great  sim- 
plicity— ^they  never  heard  of  any  alliance  be- 
tween church  and  state.  They,  in  general, 
worship  two  contending  principles ;  one  the 
fountain  of  all  good,  the  other  the  source  of 
evil.  The  common  people  there,  as  in  other 
countries,  run  into  the  absurdities  of  super- 
stition ;  but  sensible  men  pay  adoration  to 
a  Supreme  Being,  who  created  and  sustains 
the  universe."  *»  O !  what  a  pity,"  exclaim.  < 
ed  the  pious  Tabby,  **  that  some  holy  man 
has  not  been  inspired  to  go  and  convert 
these  poor  heathens !" 

The  lieutenant  told  her,  that,  while  he  re- 
sided among  them,  two  French  missionaries 
arrived,  in  order  to  convert  them  to  the 
catholic  religion ;  but  when  they  talked  of 
mysteries  and  revelations,  which  they  could 
neither  explain  nor  authenticate,  and  called 
in  the  evidence  of  miracles,  which  they  be- 
lieved upon  hearsay ;  when  they  taught,  that 
the  Supreme  Creator  of  heaven  and  earth 
had  allowed  his  only  son,  his  own  equal  in 
power  and  glory,  to  enter  the  bowels  of  a 
woman,  to  be  bom  as  a  human  creature,  to 
be  insulted,  flagellated,  and  even  executed 
as  a  male^ctor;  when  the^  pretended  to 
create  God  himself,  to  swallow,  digest,  re- 
vive, and  multiply  him,  ad  infinitum,  by  the 
help  of  a  little  flour  and  water,  the  Indians 
were  shocked  at  the  impiety  of  their  pre- 
sumption. They  were  examined  by  the  as- 
sembly of  the  sachems,  who  desired  them 
to  prove  the  divinity  of  their  mission  by  some 
miracle.  They  answered,  that  it  was  not  in 
their  power.  "  If  you  were  really  sent  by 
heaven  for  our  conversion,"  said  one  of  the 
sachems,  "  you  would  certainly  have  some 
supernatural  endowments,  at  least  you  would 
have  the  gift  of  tongues,  in  order  to  explain 
your  doctrine  to  the  different  nations  among 
which  yon  are  employed ;  but  you  are  so  ig- 
norant of  our  language,  that  you  cannot  ex- 
press yourselves  even  on  the  most  trifling 
subjects." 

In  a  word,  the  assembly  were  convinced 
of  their  being,^cheats,  and  even  suspected 
them  of  being  spies :  they  ordered  them  a 
bag  of  Indian  com  a-piece,  and  appointed  a 
guide  to  conduct  them  to  the  frontiers ;  but 
the  missionaries,  having  more  zeal  than  dia* 
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cretion,  refused  to  quit  the  vineyard.  They 
penisted  in  saying  mass,  in  preaching,  bap- 
tizing and  squabbling  with  the  conjurors,  or 
priests  of  the  country,  till  thev  had  thrown 
the  whole  community  into  confusion.  Then 
the  assembly  proceeded  to  try  them  as  im- 
pious impostors,  who  represented  the  Al- 
ntiff^^y  ^  ^  trifling,  weak,  capricious  being: 
and  pretended  to  make,  unmake,  and  repro- 
duce him  at  pleasure ;  they  were,  therefore, 
convicted  of  blasphemy  and  sedition,  and 
condemned  to  the  stake,  where  they  died 
singing  salve  regina,  in  a  rapture  of  joy,  for 
the  crown  of  martyrdom  which  they  had 
obtained. 

In  the  course  of  this  conversation.  Lieu- 
tenant Lismahago  dropt  some  hints,  by  which 
it  aojuULfed  he  himself  was  a  freethinker, 
aunT^eemed  to  be  startled  at  certain 
sarcasms  he  threw  out  against  the  creed  of 
St  Atbanasius.  He  dwelt  much  upon  the 
words  reason^  phUogapky  and  contradiction 
in  termg — he  bid  defiance  to  the  eternity  of 
hell-fire ;  and  even  threw  such  squibs  at  the 
immortality  of  the  soul,  as  singed  a  little  the 
whiskers  of  Mrs  Tabitha's  faith ;  for  by  this 
time  she  began  to  look  upon  Lismahago  as  a 
prodigy  of  learning  and  sagacity.  In  short, 
he  could  be  no  longer  insensible  to  the  ad- 
vances she  made  towards  his  afiection  ;  and, 
although  there  was  something  repulsive  in 
his  nature,  he  overcame  it  so  far  as  to  make 
some  return  to  her  civilities.  Perhaps  he 
thought  it  would  be  no  bad  scheme,  in  a  su- 
perannuated  lieutenant  on  half-pay,  to  effect 
a  conjunction  with  an  old  maid,  who,  in  all 
probaoility,  had  fortune  enough  to  keep  him 
easy  and  comfortable  to  the  fag-end  of  his 
days.  An  ogling  correspondence  forthwith 
commenced  between  this  amiable  pair  of  ori- 
ginals. He  be^n  to  sweeten  the  natural 
acidity  of  his  discourse  with  the  treacle  of 
compliment  and  commendation.  He  from 
time  to  time  offered  her  snuff,  of  which  he 
himself  took  great  quantities,  and  even  made 
her  a  present  of  a  purse  of  silk-grass,  woven 
by  the  hands  of  the  amiable  Squinkinacoosta, 
who  had  used  it  as  a  shot-pouch  in  her  hunt- 
ing expeditions. 

From  Doncaster  northwards,  all  the  win- 
dows of  all  the  inns  are  scrawled  with  dog- 
gerel rhymes,  in  abuse  of  the  Scotch  nation ; 
and  what  surprised  me  very  much,  I  did  not 
perceive  one  line  written  in  the  way  of  re- 
crimination. Curious  to  hear  what  Lisma- 
higo  would  say  on  this  subject,  I  pointed  out 
te  nim  a  very  scurrilous  epigram  against  his 
countrymen,  which  was  engraved  on  one  of 
the  windows  of  the  parlour  where  we  sat. 
He  read  it  with  the  most  starched  compo- 
sure ;  and  when  I  asked  his  opinion  of  the 
poetry — **It  is' vara  terse  ana  vara  poig- 
nant,'* said  he,  '*  but,  with  t^  help  of  a  wat 
dishclout,  it  might  be  rendered  more  clear 
and  parspicuous.  I  marvel  much  that  some 
modem  wit  has  not  pablished  a  collection  of 


these  essays,  under  the  title  of  the  Glazier* 9 
triumph  over  Sawney  ike  Scot — ^I'm  per- 
suadea  it  would  be  a  vara  agreeable  ofiTering 
to  the  patriots  of  London  and  Westminster." 
When  I  expressed  some  surprise  th^  ttte 
natives  of  Scotland,  who  travel  this  way,  had 
not  broke  all  the  windows  upon  the  road,— 
**  With  submission,"  replied  the  lieutenant* 
**  that  were  but  shallow  policy — it  would  only 
serve  to  make  the  satire  more  cutting  and 
severe  ;  and,  I  think,  it  is  much  better  to  let 
it  stand  in  the  window,  than  have  it  present- 
ed in  the  reckoning." 

My  uncle*s  jaws  began  to  quiver  with  in- 
dignation. He  said  the  scribblers  of  such 
infamous  stufiT  deserved  to  be  scourged  at  the 
cart's  tail  fur  disgracing  their  country  with 
such  monuments  of  malice  and  stupidity. 
"  These  vermin,"  said  he,  **  do  not  consider 
that  they  are  affording  their  fellow-subjects, 
whom  they  abuse,  continual  matter  of  self, 
gratulation,  as  well  as  the  means  of  execut- 
ing the  most  manly  vengeance  that  can  be 
taken  for  such  low,  illiberal  attacks.  For 
my  part,  I  admire  the  philosophic  forbearance 
of  the  Scotch,  as  much  as  I  despise  the  inso- 
lence of  those  wretched  libellers,  which  is 
a-kin  to  the  arrogance  of  the  village  cock, 
who  never  crows  but  upon  his  own  dunghill." 
The  captain,  with  an  affectation  of  candouis 
observed,  that  men  of  illiberal  minds  were 
produced  in  every  soil;  that,  in  supposing 
those  were  the  sentiments  of  the  English  in 
general,  he  should  pay  too  great  a  compli- 
ment to  his  own  country,  which  was  not  of 
consequence  enough  to  attract  the  envy  of 
such  a  flourishing  and  powerful  people. 

Mrs  Tabby  broke  forth  again  in  praise  of 
his  moderation,  and  declared  that  Scotland 
was  the  soil  which  produced  every  virtue 
under  heaven.    When  Lismahago  took  his 
leave  for  the  night,  she  asked  her  brother  if 
the  captain  was  not  the  prettiest  gentleman 
he  had  ever  seen ;  and  whether  there  was 
not  something  wonderfully  engaging  in  his 
aspect.     Mr  Bramble  having  eyed  her  for 
some  time  in  silence, — '*  Sister,"  said  he, 
'*the  lieutenant  is,  for  aught  I  know,  anV^ 
honest  man  and  a  good  officer — he  has  a   / 
considerable  share  of  understanding,  and  a  ( 
title  to  more  encouragement  than  he  seems  \ 
to  have  met  with  in  lire ;  but  I  cannot,  with    \ 
a  safe  conscience,  affirm  that  he  is  the  pret- 
tiest gentleman  I  ever  saw ;  neither  can  I  dis- 
cern any  engaging  charm  in  his  countenance, 
which,  I  vow  to  God,  is,  on  the  contrary, 
very  hard-favoured  and  forbidding." 

I  have  endeavoured  to  ingratiate  myself 
with  this  North  Briton,  who  is  really  a 
curiosity ;  but  he  has  been  very  shy  of  my 
conversation,  ever  since  I  laughed  at  his 
asserting  that  the  English  tongue  was  spoken 
with  more  propriety  at  Edinburgh  than  at 
London.  Looking  at  me  with  a  double 
squeeze  of  souring  in  his  aspect, — '*  If  the 
old  definition  be  true,"  said  be,  "  that  ri»i- 
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bility  18  the  distinguifibing  characteristic  of  a 
rational  creature,  the  English  are  the  most 
distinguished  for  rationality  of  any  people  I 
ever  knew."  I  owned  that  the  English  were 
easily  struck  with  any  thing  that  appeared 
ludicrons,  and  apt  to  laugh  accordingly ;  but 
it  did  not  follow,  that,  because  they  were 
more  given  to  laughter,  they  had  more  ra- 
tionality than  their  neighbours :  I  said,  that 
such  an  inference  would  be  an  injury  to  the 
Scotch,  who  were  by  no  means  defective  in 
rationality,  though  generally  supposed  little 
subject  to  the  impressions  of  humour. 

The  Captain  answered,  that  this  supposi- 
tion must  have  been  deduced  either  from 
their  conversation  or  their  compositions,  of 
which  the  English  could  not  possibly  judge 
with  precision,  as  they  did  not  understand 
the  dialect  used  by  the  Scots  in  common 
discourse,  as  well  as  in  their  works  of  hu- 
mour. When  I  desired  to  know  what  those 
works  of  humour  were,  he  mentioned  a  con- 
siderable number  of  pieces,  which  he  insist- 
ed were  equal  in  point  of  humour  to  any 
thing  extant  in  any  language  dead  or  living. 
He,  in  particular,  recommended  a  collection 
of  detached  poems,  in  two  small  volumes, 
entitled.  The  Ever^een,  and  the  works  of 
AUan  Ramsay,  which  1  intend  to  provide 
myself  with  at  Edinburgh.  He  observed, 
that  a  North  Briton  is  seen  to  a  disadvantage 
in  an  English  company,  because  he  speaks 
in  a  dialect  that  they  can't  relish,  ana  in  a 
phraseology  which  they  don't  understand. 
He  therefore  finds  himself  under  a  restraint 
which  is  a  great  enemy  to  wit  and  humour. 
These  are  faculties  which  never  appear  in 
full  lustre,  but  when  the  mind  is  perfectly 
at  ease^  and,  as  an  excellent  writer  says, 
enjoys  her  elbow-roam. 

He  proceeded  to  explain  his  assertion, 
that  the  English  langu^ro  was  spoken  with 
greater  propriety  at  Edinburgh  than  in 
London.  He  said,  what  we  generally  called 
the  Scottish  dialect,  was,  in  ract,  true,  genu- 
ine old  English,  with  a  mixture  of  some 
French  terms  and  idioms,  adopted  in  a  Ions 
intercourse  betwixt  the  French  and  Scotch 
nations;  that  the  modem  English,  from 
affectation  and  false  refinement,  had  weak- 
ened, and  even  corrupted  their  language,  by 
throwing  out  the  guttural  sounds,  altering  the 
pronunciation  and  the  quantity,  and  disusing 
many  words  and  terms  of  great  significance. 
In  consequence  of  these  innovations,  the 
works  of  our  best  poets,  such  as  Chaucer, 
Spenser,  and  even  Shakspeare,  were  be- 
come, in  many  parts,  unintelligible  to  the 
natives  of  South  Britain ;  whereas  the  Scots, 
who  retain  the  ancient  language,  understand 
them  without  the  help  of  a  glossary.  <*  For 
instance,"  said  he,  **how  nave  your  com- 
mentators been  puzzled  by  the  following  ex- 
pression in  the  Tempest — He*8  gentle  and 
not  fearful :  as  if  it  was  a  paralogism  to 
iay,  that,  being  gentle,  he  must  of  course  be  I 


courageous ;  but  the  truth  is,  one  of  the 
original  meanings,  if  not  the  sole  meaning, 
of  that  word  was,  noble,  high-minded ;  and 
to  this  day,  a  Scotswoman,  in  the  situation 
of  the  young  lady  in  the  Temfest,  would 
express  herself  nearljL  in  the  same  term»-<- 
Don't  provoke  him ;  for  being  gentle,  that 
is,  high-spirited,  he  won't  tamely  bear  an 
insult.  Spenser,  in  the  very  first  stanza  of 
his  Faery  Queen,  says, 

"  A  g'entle  knight  was  pricking  on  the  plain  ;" 

which  knight,  far  from  being  tame  and  fear- 
ful, was  so  stout,  that 

"Nothing  did  he  dread,  but  ever  wai  ydrad.** 

To  prove  that  we  had  impaired  the  energy 
of  our  language  by  Mse  refinement,  he  men- 
tioned the  following  words,  which,  though 
widely  different  in  signification,  are  pro- 
nounced exactly  in  the  same  manner — 
Wright,  write,  rite,  right ;  but,  among  the 
Scotch,  these  words  are  as  different  ki  pro- 
nunciation, as  they  are  in  meaning  and  or- 
thography ;  and  this  is  the  case  with  many 
others  which  he  mentioned  by  way  of  illus- 
tration. He,  moreover,  took  notice,  that  we 
had  (for  what  reason  he  could  never  learn) 
altered  the  sound  of  our  vowels  from  that 
which  is  retained  by  all  the  nations  in  Eu- 
rope ;  an  alteration  which  rendered  the  lan- 
guage extremely  difficult  to  foreigners,  and 
made  it  almost  impracticable  to  lay  down 
general  rules  for  orthography  and  pronun- 
ciation. BeaUes,  the  vowels  were  no  longer 
simple  sounds  in  the  mouth  of  an  Englishman, 
who  pronounced  both  i  and  u  as  £pthongs. 
Finally,  he  affirmed,  that  we  munftled  our 
speech  with  our  lips  and  teeth,  and  ran  the 
words  together  without  pause  or  distinction, 
in  such  a  manner,  that  a  foreigner,  though 
he  understood  English  tol^ably  well,  was 
often  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  a  Scotch- 
man to  explain  what  a  native  of  England  had 
said  in  his  own  language. 

The  truth  of  this  remark  was  confirmed 
by  Mr  Bramble  from  his  own  experience; 
but  he  accounted  for  it  on  another  principle. 
He  said,  the  same  observation  would  hold  in 
all  languages ;  that  «  Swiss  talking  French, 
was  more  easily  understood  than  a  Paristtn, 
by  a  foreigner  who  had  not  made  himself 
master  of  the  language ;  because  every  lan- 
guage had  its  peculiar  recitative,  and  it  would 
always  require  more  pains,  attention  and 
practice,  to  acquire  both  the  words  and  the 
music,  than  to  learn  the  words  only ;  and 
yet  nobody  would  deny,  that  the  one  was 
imperfect  without  the  other ;  he,  therefore, 
apprehended,  that  the  Scotchman  and  the 
Swiss  were  better  understood  by  learners, 
because  they  spoke  the  w<Ms  only  without 
the  music,  wMsh  they  could  not  rehearse. 
One  would  imagine  this  check  mi^ht  have 
damped  the  North  Briton;  but  it  served 
only  to  agitate  his  IvKmour  for  disputation. 
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He  said,  if  every  nation  had  its  own  recita- 
tive or  music,  tne  Scotch  had  theirs;  and 
the  Scotchman  who  had  not  yet  acquired 
the  cadence  of  the  English,  would  naturally 
use  his  own  in  speaking  their  language ; 
therefore,  if  he  was  ^ter  understood  than 
the  native,  his  recitttlive  must  be  more  in- 
telligible than  that  of  the  English ;  of  conse- 
quence, the  dialect  of  the  Scotch  had  an  ad- 
vantage over  that  of  their  fellow-subjects, 
and  this  was  another  strong  presumption 
that  the  modem  English  had  corrupted  their 
language  in  the  article  of  pronunciation. 

The  lieutenant  was  by  this  time  become 
so  polemical,  that  every  time  he  opened  bis 
mouth,  out  flew  a  paradox,  which  he  main- 
tained with  all  the  enthusiasm  of  alterca- 
tion ;  but  all  his  paradoxes  savoured  strong 
of  a  partiality  for  his  own  country.  He  un- 
dertook to  prove  that  poverty  was  a  blessing 
to  a  nation ;  that  oatmeal  was  preferable  to 
wheat  flour ;  and  that  the  worship  of  Cloa- 
cina,  in  temples  which  admitted  both  sexes, 
and  every  rank  of  votaries  prombcuously, 
imis  a  filthy  species  of  idolatry  that  outraged 
every  idea  of  delicacy  and  decorum.  I  did 
not  so  much  wonder  at  his  broaching  these 
doctrines,  as  at  the  arguments,  equally 
whimsical  and  ingenious,  which  he  adduced 
in  support  of  them. 

In  fine.  Lieutenant  Lismahago  is  a  curiosity 
which  I  have  not  yet  sufficiently  perused; 
and,  therefore,  I  shall  be  sorry  when  we  lose 
his  company,  though,  God  knows,  there  is 
nothing  very  amiable  in  his  banner  or  dis- 
position. As  he  goes  directly  to  the  south- 
west divjsion  of  Scotland,  and  we  proceed  in 
the  road  to  Berwick,  we  shall  part  to-mor- 
row at  a  place  called  Feltonbridge ;  and,  I 
dare  say,  this  separation  will  be  very  griev- 
ous to  our  aunt  Mrs  Tabitha,  unless  she  has 
received  some  ritfatterinfir  assurance  of  his 
meeting  her  again.  If  F  fail  in  my  purpose 
of  entertaining  with  these  unimportant  oc- 
currences, they  will  at  least  serve  as  exer- 
cises of  patience,  for  which  you  are  indebted 
to  yo'iiTs,  always,  J.  MELFORD. 

Morpeth,  July  13.  • 


•  To  Dr  Lewis. 

Dear  Doctor, — I  have  now  reached  the 
northern  extremity  of  England,  and  see, 
close  to  my  chamber  window,  the  Tweed 
gliding  through  the  arches  of  that  bridge 
which  connects  this  suburb  to  the  town  of 
Berwick.  Yorkshire  you  have  seen,  and 
therefore  I  shall  say  nothing  of  that  opulent 
province.  The  city  of  Durham  appears  like 
a  confused  heap  of  stones  and  brick,  accu- 
mulated so  as  t6  cover  a  mountain,  round 
which  a  river  winds  its  brttwling  course. 
The  streets  are  generally  narrow,  dark  and 
unpleasant,  and  many  of  them  almost  im- 
passable in  consequents  of  their  declivity. 


The  cathedral  is  a  huge  gloomy  pile;  bat 
the  clergy  are  well  lodged.  The  bishop 
lives  in  a  princely  manner — ^the  golden  pre- 
bends keep  plentiful  tables — and,  I  am  told, 
there  is  some  good  sociable  company  «i  the 
place ;  but  the  country,  when  viewed  firom 
the  top  of  Gateshead  Fell,  which  extends  to 
Newcastle,  exhibits  the  highest  scene  of 
cultivation  that  ever  I  beheld.  As  for  New- 
castle, it  lies  mostly  in  a  bottom,  on  the 
banks  of  the  Tyne,  and  makes  an  appearance 
still  more  disagreeable  than  that  of  Durham ; 
but  it  is  rendered  populous  and  rich  by  in- 
dustry and  commerce ;  and  the  couiitry  lying 
on  both  sides  the  river,  above  the  town,  yieldS 
a  delightful  prospect  of  agriculture  and  plant- 
ation. Morpeth  and  Alnwick  are  neat,  pretty 
towns,  and  this  last  is  famous  for  the  castle 
which  has  belonged  so  many  ages  to  the 
noble  house  of  Percy,  earls  of  Northumber- 
land. It  is,  doubtless,  a  large  edifice,  con- 
taining a  great  number  of  apartments,  and 
stands  in  a  commanding  situation,  but  the 
strength  of  it  seems  to  nave  consisted  not 
so  much  in  its  site,  or  the  manner  in  which 
it  is  fortified,  as  in  .the  valour  of  its  defend- 
ants. 

Our  adventures,  since  we  left  Scarborough, 
are  scarce  worth  reciting;  and  yet  I  must 
make  you  acquainted  with  my  sister  Tabby's 
progress  in  husband-hunting.  After  her  dis- 
appointments at  Bath  and  London,  she  had 
actually  begun  to  practice  upon  a  certain 
adventurer,  who  was  in  fact  a  highwayman 
by  profession ;  but  he  had  been  used  to  snares 
much  more  dangerous  than  any  she  could 
lay,  and  escaped  accordingly.  Then  she 
opened  her  batliries  upon  an  old  weather- 
beaten  Scotch  lieutenant,  called  Lismah^^ro, 
who  joined  us  at  Durham,  and  is,  I  thmk, 
one  of  the  most  singular  personages  I  ever 
encountered.  His  manner  is  as  harsh  as 
his  countenance;  but  iiis  peculiar  turn  of 
thinking,  an^  his  pack  of  knowledge,  made 
up  of  the  remnants  of  rarities,  rendered  his 
conversation  desirable,  in  spite  of  his  pe- 
dantry and  ungracious  address.  I  have  often 
met  with  a  cnib-apple  in  a  hed^,  which  I 
have  been  tempted  to  eat  for  its  flavour, 
even  while  I  was  disgusted  by  its  austerity. 
The  spirit  of  contradiction  is  naturally  so 
strong  in  Lismahago,  that  I  believe  in  my 
conscience  he  has  rummaged,  and  read,  and 
studied  with  indefatigable  attention,  in  order 
to  qualify  himself  to  refute  established  max- 
ims,  and  thus  raise  trophies  for  the  gratifica- 
tion of  polemical  pride.  Such  is  the  aspe- 
rity of  his  self-oonceit,  that  he  will  not  even 
acquioBce  in  a  transient  compliment  made  to 
his  own  individual  in  particular,  or  to  his 
country  in  general. 

When  I  observed  that  he  must  have  read 
a  vast  number  of  books  to  be  able  to  discourse 
on  such  a  variety  of  subjects,  he  declared  he 
had  read  little  or  nothing,  and  asked  how 
he  should  find  books  among  the  woods  of 
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America,  where  he  had  spent  the  greatest 
part  of  his  life.  My  nephew  reoiarking, 
that  the  Scotch  in  general  were  famous  for 
their  learning,  he  denied  the  imputation,  and 
defied  him  to  prove  it  from  their  works. 
**  The  Scotch,*'  said  he,  **  have  a  slight  tinc- 
ture of  letters,  with  which  they  m&e  a  pa- 
rade among  people  who  are  more  illiterate 
than  Ihemselves ;  but  they  may  be  said  to 
'  float  on  the  surface  of  science,  and  they  have 
made  very  small  advances  in  the  useful  arts." 
"At  least,"  cried  Tabby,  "all  the  world 
allows  tkat  the  Scotch  behaved  gloriously  in 
fighting  and  conquering  the  savages  of  Ame- 
rica." "  I  can  assure  you,  madam,  you  have 
been  misinformed,"  n7plied  the  lieutenant, 
"  in  that  continent  the  Scotch  did  nothing 
more  than  their  duty,  nor  was  there  one  corps 
in  bis  majesty's  service  that  distinguished 
itself  more  than  another.  Those  who  afiect- 
ed  to  extol  the  Scotch  for  superior  merit, 
were  no  friends  to  that  nation." 

Though  he  himself  made  free  with  his 
countrymen,  he  would  not  suffer  any  other 
person  to  glance  a  sarcasm  at  them  with 
impunity.     One  of  the  company  chancing  to 

mention  Lord  B 's  inglorious  peace,  the 

lieutenant  immediately  took  up  the  cudgels 
in   his  lordship's  favour,  and  argued  veiy 
strenuously  to  prove  that  it  was  the  most 
honourable   and    advantageous   peace   that 
England  had  ever  made  since  the  foundation 
of  the  monarchy.    Nay,  between  friends,  he 
offered  such  reasons  on  this  subject,  that  I 
was  really  confounded,  if  not  convinced. 
He  would  not  allow  that  the  Scotch  abound- 
ed above  their  proportion  in  the  army  and 
navy  of  Great  Britain,  or  that  the  English 
haa  an^  reason  to  say  his  countrymen  had 
met  with  extraordinary  encouragement  in 
the  service.    "When  a  South  and  North 
Briton,"  said  he,  ^  are  competitors  for  a 
place  or  commission,  which  is  at  the  disposal 
of  an  English  minister,  or  an  English  gene- 
ral,  it  would  be  absurd  to  suppose  that  the 
preference  will  not  be  given  to  the  native 
of  England,  who  has  so  many  advantages 
over  his  rival.    First  and  foremost,  he  has 
in  his  favour  that  laudable  partiality,  which, 
Mr  Addison  says,  never  fails  to  cleave  to  the 
heart  of  an  Englishman :  secondly,  he  has 
more  powerful  connections,  and  a  greater 
share  of  parliamentary  interest,  by  which 
those  contests  are  generally  decided ;  and, 
lastly,  he  has  a  greater  command  of  money 
to  smooth  the  way  to  his  success.    "  For  my 
own  part,"  said  he,  "  I  know  no  Scotch  offi- 
cer wno  has  risen  in  the  army  above  the  rank 
of  a  subaltern,  without  purchasing  every  de- 
gree of  preferment  either  with  moqey  or  re- 
cruits ;  but  I  know  many  gentlemen  of  that 
country,  who,  for  want  of  money  and  inte- 
rest, have  grown  grey  in  the  rank  of  lieute- 
nants :  whereas  venr  few  instances  of  this  ill 
fortune  are  to  be  K>und  among  the  natives 
of  Sooth  Britain.    Not  that  I  would  insinu- 
5T* 


ate  that  my  countrymen  have  the  least  reason 
to  complain.  Preferment  in  the  service,  like 
success  in  any  other  branch  of  traffic,  will 
naturally  favour  those  who  have  the  greatest 
stock  of  cash  and  credit,  merit  and  capacity 
being  supposed  equal  •&  all  sides." 

But  the  most  hardy  of  all  this  original's 
positions  were  these ;  that  commerce  would, 
sooner  or  later,  prove  the  ruin  of  every  na- 
tion, where  it  flourishes  to  any  extent — that 
the  parliament  was  the  rotten  part  of  the 
British  constitution — ^that  the  liberty  of  the 
press  was  a  national  evil — and  that  the  boast- 
ed institution  of  juries,  as  managed  in  Eng. 
land,  was  productive  of  shameftif  perjury  and 
flagrant  injustice.    He  observed,  that  traffic 
was  an  enemy  to  all  the  liberal  passions  of 
(he  soul,  founded  on  the  thirst  of  lucre,  a 
sordid  disposition  to  take  advantage  of  the 
necessities  of  our  fellow-creatures.    He  af- 
firmed, the  nature  of  commerce'  was  such, 
that  it  could  not  be  fixed  or  perpetuai,  but^ 
having  flowed  to  a  certain  height,  would  im- 
mediately begin  to  ebb,  and  so  continue  till 
the  channels  should  be  lefl  almost  diy ;  but 
there  was  no  instance  of  the  tide's  rising  a 
second  time  to  any  considerable  influx  in  the 
same  nation.     Meanwhile,  the  sudden  afflu- 
ence  occasioned  by  trade,  forced  open  all  the 
sluices  of  luxury,  and  overflowed  the  land 
with  every  species  of  profligacy  and  corrup- 
tion ;  a  total  depravity  of  manners  would  en- 
sue, and  this  must  be  attended  with  bank- 
ruptcy and  rui^.    He  observed  of  the  parlia- 
ment, that  the  practice  of  buying  boroughs, 
and  canvassing  for  votes,  was  an  avowed 
system  of  venality,  already  establlihed  on 
the  ruins  of  principle,  integrity,  faith,  and 
good  order ;  in  consequence  of  which,  the 
elected  and  the  elector,  and,  in  short,  the 
whole  body  of  the  people,  were  equally  and 
universally  contaminated  an^comiftted.    He 
affirmed,  that,  on  a  parliament  thus,  consti- 
tuted, the  crown  would  always  have  influence 
enough  to  sepure  a  great  majority  in  its  depend- 
ance,  from  the  great  number  of  poets,  pmces, 
and  pensions  it  had  to  bestow ;  that  such  a 

{>arliament  would,  as  it  had  aJready  done, 
engthen  the  term  of  its  sitting  and  autho- 
rity, whenever  the  prince  should  think  it^r 
his  interest  to  continue  the  representatives ; 
for,  without  doubt,  they  had  the  same  right 
to  protract  their  authority  ad  ti^nlhim,  as 
they  had  to  extend  it  from  three  to  seven 
years.  With  a  parliament,  tiberefore,  de- 
pendant upon  the  crown,  devoted  to  Che 
prince,  and  supported  by  a  standing  army, 

farbled  and  modelled  for  the  purpose,  any 
ing  of  England  may,  and  probably  some 
ambitious  sovereign  will,  totally  overthrow 
all  the  bulwarks  of  the  constitution ;  for  it  is 
not  to  be  supposed  that  a  prince  of  a  hi^h 
spirit  will  tamely  submit  to  be  thwarted  m 
all  his  measures,  abused  and  insulted  by  a 
populace  of  unbridled  ferocity,  when  be  has 
it  in  his  power  to  crulh  all  opposition  under 
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his  feet  with  the  concurrence  of  the  legiala- 
ture.  He  said,  h6  should  always  consider 
the  liberty  of  the  press  as  a  national  evil, 
while  it  enabled  the  vilest  reptile  to  soil  the 
lustre  of  the  most  shining  roent,  and  furnished 
the  most  infamous  ini^endiary  with  the  means 
of  disturbing  the  peace  and  destroying  the 
good  order  of  the  community.  He  owned, 
however,  that,  under  due  restrictions,  it 
would  be  a  valuable  privilege ;  but  affirmed, 
that,  at  present,  there  was  no  law  in  Eng- 
land sufficient  to  restrain  it  within  proper 
bounds. 

With  respect  to  juries,  he  expressed  him- 
self to  this  effect.  Juries  are  generally  com- 
posed of  illiterate  plebians,  apt  to  be  mis- 
taken, easily  misled,  and  open  to  sinister 
influence ;  for  if  either  of  the  parties  %o 
be  tried  can  gain  over  one  of  the  twelve 
jurors,  he  has  secured  the  verdict  in  his  fa- 
vour :  the  juryman  thus  brought  over,  will, 
in  despite  of  all  evidence  and  conviction, 
generally  hold  out  till  his  fellows  are  fatigued, 
and  harassed,  and  starved  into  concurrence ; 
in  which  case  the  verdict  is  unjust,  and  the 
jurors  are  all  perjured ; — ^but  cases  will  often 
occur,  when  the  jurors  are  really  divided  in 
opinion,  and  each  side  is  convinced  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  other;  but  no  verdict  will  be 
received,  unless  they  are  unanimous;  and 
they  are  all  bound,  not  only  in  conscience, 
but  by  oath,  to  judge  and  declare  according 
to  their  conviction.  What  then  will  be  the 
consequence  1  They  mast  either  starve  in 
company,  or  one  side  must  sacrifice  their 
conscience  to  their  convenience,  and  join  in  a 
verdio^which  they  believe  to  be  fUse.  This 
absurdity  is  avoided  in  Sweden,  where  a  bare 
majority  is  sufficient ;  and  in  Scotland,  where 
two  thirds*  of  the  jury  are  required  to  concur 
in  the  verdict. 

You  fliust  fiot  imagine  that  all  these  de- 
ductions were  made  on  his  part,  without 
^contradiction  on  mine.  No— the  truth  is, 
1  found  myself  piqued  in  point  of  honour,  at 
^hifl^retending  to  be  so  much  wiser  than  his 
neighbours.  1  questioned  all  his  assertions, 
stirted  innumerable  objections,  argued  and 
wrangled  with  uncommon  perseverance,  and 
mevr  very  warm,  and  even  violent  in  the 
debate.  Sometimes  he  was  puzzled,  and 
once  or  twice,  I  think,  fairly  refuted;  but 
fromjilipse  falls  he  rose  aeain,  like  Antieus, 
with  redoubled  vigour,  till  at  length  I  was 
tired,  exhausted,  and  really  did  not  know 
Kdw  to  proceed,  when  luckily  he  dropped  a 
hint,  by  which  he  discovered  he  had  been 
bred  to  the  law ;  a  confession  which  enabled 
me  to  retire  fh>m  the  dispute  with  a  good 
ffrace,  as  it  could  not  be  supposed  that  a  man 
like  me,  who  h^d  been  bred  to  nothing,  should 
be  able  to  cope  with  a  veteran  in  his  own 
profession.  I  believe,  however,  that  I  shall 
for  some  time  continue  to  chew  the  cud  of 


*  A  mUtake— ft  maJ9ritj  it  talBeient  in  Scot- 
land. 


reflection  upon  many  observations  which 
original  discharged. 

Whether  our  sister  Tabby  was  reallv  struck 
with  his  conversation,  or  is  resolved  to 
throw  at  every  thing  she  meets  in  the  shape 
of  a  man,  till  she  can  fasten  the  matrimonial 
noose,  certain  it  is,  she  has  taken  desperate 
strides  towards  the  affection  of  Lismahago, 
who  cannot  be  said  to  have  met  h^r  halll 
way,  though  he  does  not  seem  altogether 
insensible  to  her  civilities.  She  insinuated, 
more  than  once,  how  happy  we  should  be 
to  have  his  company  through  that  part  of 
Scotland  which  we  proposed  to  visit,  till  at 
length  he  plainly  told  us,  that  his  road  was 
totulv  different  from  that  which  we  intended 
to  take ;  that,  for  his  part,  his  company 
would  be  of  very  little  service  to  us  in  our 
progress,  as  he  was  utterly  unacquainted 
with  the  country,  which  he  had  left  in  his 
early  youth,  consequently,  he  could  neither 
direct  us  in  our  inquiries,  nor  introduce  us  to 
any  feimily  of  distinction.  He  said,  he  was 
stimulated  by  an  irresistible  impulse  to  re- 
visit  the  patemus  lar,  or  patria  domu$f 
though  he  expected  little  satisfaction,  inas- 
much as  he  understood  that  his  nephew,  the 
present  possessor,  was  but  ill  qualified  to 
support  the  honour  of  the  family.  He  assu- 
red us,  however,  as  we  designed  to  return 
by  the  west  road,  that  he  would  watch  our 
motions,  and  endeavour  to  pay  his  respects 
to  us  at  Dumfries.  Accordingly  he  took  his 
leave  of  us  at  a  place  half  way  betwixt  Mor- 
peth and  Alnwick,  and  pranced  away  in 
great  state,  mounted  on  a  tall,  meafre,  raw- 
boned,  shambling  grey  gelding,  without  e'er 
a  tooth  in  his  head,  the  very  counterpart  of 
the  rider ;  and,  indeed,  the  appearance  of 
the  two  was  so  picturesque,  that  I  would 
give  twentv  guineas  to  have  them  toleraUy 
represented  on  canvass. 

Northumberland  is  a  fine  county,  extendinfir 
to  the  Tweed,  which  is  a  pleasant  pastoru 
stream;  but  vou  will  be  surprised  when  I 
tell  you  that  the  English  side  of  that  river  is 
neither  so  well  cultivated  nor  so  populous 
as  the  other.  The  farms  are  thinly  scatter- 
ed, the  lands  uninclosed,  and  scarce  a  gen- 
tleman's seat  is  to  be  seen  in  some  imles 
from  the  Tweed,  whereas  the  Scots  are 
advanced  in  crowds  to  the  very  brink  of  the 
river ;  so  that  you  may  reckon  above  thirty 
ffood  houses  in  the  compass  of  a  few  miles, 
belonging  to  proprietors  whose  ancestors  had 
fortified  castles  in  the  same  situations;  a 
circumstance  that  shows  what  dangerous 
neighbours  the  Scotch  must  have  formeriy 
been  to  the  northern  counties  of  England^. 

Our  domestic  economy  continues  on  the 
old  footing.  My  sister  Tabby  still  adheres 
to  methodism,  and  had  the  benefit  of  a  ser- 
mon at  Wesley's  meeting  in  Newcastle;  but 
I  believe  the  passion  of  love  has  in  some 
measure  abateu  the  fervour  of  devotion,  both 
in  her  and  her  woman,  Mn  Jenkio8»  abgut 
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whose  good  graces  there  has  been  a  violent 
contest  oetwixt  my  nephew's  valet,  Mr  DuU 
ton,  and  my  man  Humphry  Clinker.  Jerry 
has  been  obliged  to  interpose  his  authority 
to  keep  the  peace ;  and  to  him  I  have  left  the 
discussion  of  that  important  affair,  which 
had  like  to  have  kindled  the  flames  of  dis- 
cord in  the  family  of  yours  always, 

MATT.  BRAMBLE. 
Tweedmoutkf  July  15. 


To  Sib  Watxiii  Phillips,  Baet.  at  Oxoii. 

Dkab  Wat, — ^In  mv  two  last  you  had  so 
much  of  Lismahago,  that  I  suppose  you  are 

flad  he  is  gone  on  the  stage  for  the  present, 
must  now  descend  to  domestic  occurrences. 
Love,  it  seems,  is  resolved  to  assert  his  do- 
minion over  all  the  females  of  our  family. 
After  having  practised  upon  poor  Liddy's 
heart,  and  played  strange  vagaries  with  our 
aunt,  Mrs  Tabitha,  he  ^gan  to  run  riot  in 
the  affections  of  her  woman,  Mrs  Winifred 
Jenkins,  whom  I  have  had  occasion  to  men- 
tion more  than  once  in  the  course  of  our 
memoirs.  Nature  intended  Jenkins  for  some- 
thing very  different  from  the  character  of 
her  mistress;  yet  custom  and  habit  have 
effected  a  wondierful  resemblance  betwixt 
them  in  many  particulars.  Win,  to  be  sure, 
is  much  younger,  and  more  agreeable  in 
her  person ;  she  is  likewise  tender-hearted 
and  benevolent,  qualities  for  which  her  mis- 
tress is  by  no  means  remarkable,  no  more 
than  she  is  for  being  of  a  timorous  disposi- 
tion, and  much  subject  to  fits  of  the  mother, 
which  are  the  infirmities  of  Win's  constitu- 
tion; but  then  she  seems  to  have  adopted 
Mrs  Tabby's  manner  with  her  cast  clothes. 
She  dresses  and  endeavours  to  look  like  ber 
mistress,  although  her  own  looks  are  much 
more  engaging.  She  enters  into  her  schemes 
of  economy,  learns  her  phrases,  repeats  her 
remarks,  imitates  her  style  in  scolding  the 
inferior  servants,  and,  finally,  subscribes  im- 
plicitly to  her  system  of  devotion.  This, 
mdeeo,  she  found  the  more  agreeable,  as  it 
was  in  a  great  measure  introduced  and  con- 
firmed  by  the  ministry  of  Clinker,  with  whose 
personal  merit  she  seems  to  have  been  struck 
ever  since  he  exhibited  the  pattern  of  his 
naked  skin  at  Marlborough. 

Nevertheless,  though  Humphry  had  this 
double  hank  upon  her  inclinations,  and  ex- 
erted all  his  power  to  maintain  the  conquest 
he  had  made,  he  found  it  impossible  to  guard 
it  on  the  side  of  vanity,  where  poor  Win  was 
as  frail  as  any  female  in  the  kingdom.  In 
short,  my  rascal  Dutton  professed  himself 
her  admirer,  and,  by  dint  of  his  outlandish 
qualifications,  threw  his  rival  Clinker  out  of 
Ihe  saddle  of  her  heart.  Humphry  may  be 
compared  to  an  English  pudding,  composed 
of  good  wholesome  flour  and  suet,  and  Dut- 
ton to  a  8ylhd>ub  or  iced  froth,  which,  though 


agreeable  to  the  taste,  has  nothing  solid  or 
substantial.  The  traitor  not  only  dazzled 
her  with  his  second-hand  finery,  bat  he 
fiiwned,  and  flattered,  and  cringed---he  taught 
her  to  take  rappee,  and  presented  her  with 
a  snuff'-box  of  papiet/t  mache — he  supplied 
ber  with  a  powder  for  iter  teet^— he  mended 
her  complexion,  and  he  dress  A  her  hair  in 
the  Paris  fashion — he  undertook  to  be  her 
French  master  and  her  dancing  master,  as 
well  as  friseur,  and  thus  imperceptibly  wound 
himself  into  her  good  graces.  Clinker  per« 
ceived  thp  progress  he  had  made,  and  repmed 
in  secret.  He  attempted  to  open  her  eyes 
in  the  way  of  exhortation,  and,  finding  it 
produced  no  efibct,  had  recourse  to  prayer. 
At  Newcastle,  while  he  attended  Mrs  Tabby 
to  the  methodist  meeting,  his  rival  accompa- 
nied Mrs  Jenkins  to  the  play.  He  was  dress- 
ed  in  a  silk  coat,  made  at  Paris  for  his  former 
master,  with  a  tawdry  waistcoat  of  tarnished 
brocade ;  he  wore  his  hair  in  a  great  bag, 
with  a  huge  solitaire,  and  a  long  sword 
dangled  from  his  thigh.  The  lady  was  all 
of  a  flutter  with  faded  lustring,  washed  gauze, 
and  ribands  three  times  refreshed ;  but  she 
was  most  remarkable  for  the  frisure  of  her 
head,  which  rose,  like  a  pyramid,  seven 
inches  above  the  scalp;  ana  her  face  was 
primed  and  patched  from  the  chin  up  to  the 
eyes ;  nay,  the  gallant  himself  had  spared 
neither  red  nor  white  in  improving  the  nature 
of  his  own  complexion.  In  this  attire  tbey 
walked  together  through  the  high  street  to 
the  theatre ;  and  as  they  passed  for  players, 
ready  dressed  for  acting,  they  reached  it  un- 
molested ;  but  as  it  was  still  light  vitieix  they 
returned,  and  by  that  time  the  people  had 
got  information  of  their  real  character  and 
condition,  they  hissed  and  hooted  all  the 
way ;  and  Mrs  Jenkins  was  all  bespattered 
with  dirt,  as  well  as  insulteiNrith  tibe  oppro- 
brious name  of  painted  Jezebel;  so  that 
her  fright  and  mortification  threw  her  into 
an  hysteric  fit  the  moment  she  came  home. 
Clinker  was  so  incensed  at  Dutton,  whoai 
he  considered  as  the  cause  of  her  disgrace, 
that  he  upbraided  him  severely  for  Mving 
turned  the  poor  young  woman's  brain.  The 
other  afifected  to  treat  him  with  contempt ; 
and,  mistaking  his  forbearance  for  want  of 
courage,  threatened  to  horse- whip  him  into 
good  manners.  Humphry  then  casM  to  me, 
humbly  begging  I  would  ^ve  him  leave  to 
chastise  my  servant  for  his  insolence.  "  He 
has  challenged  me  to  fight  him  at  sword's 
point,"  said  he ;  **  but  I  might  as  well  chal- 
lenge him  to  make  a  horse-dioe  or  a  plough- 
iron  :  for  I  know  no  more  of  the  one  than 
he  does  of  the  other.  Besides,  it  doth  not 
become  servants  to  use  those  weapons,  or 
to  claim  the  privily  of  gentlemen  to  kill 
one  another,  when  they  fall  out ;  mor^ver, 
I  would  not  have  his  blood  upon  my  con- 
science for  ten  thousand  tiroes  the  profit  or 
satis&ction  I  should  get  by  his  death ;  but 


404 


SMOLLETT'S  SELECT  WORKS. 


if  jom  honour  won't  be  angry,  I'll  eofage 
to  ffoe'en  a  good  drubbing,  that,  roaThao, 
will  do  'en  service,  and  I'll  take  care  it  shall 
do  'en  no  harm."  I  said,  I  had  no  objection 
to  what  he  proposed,  provided  he  could  man- 
age matters  so  as  not  to  be  found  the  ag- 
gresBor,  in  eye  Dutton  should  prosecute  him 
m  an  assauirand  batteij. 

Thus  licensed,  he  retired ;  and  that  same 
evening  easily  provoked  his  rival  to  strike 
the  first  blow,  which  Clinker  returned  with 
mch  interest,  that  he  was  obliged  to  call  for 
quarter,  declaring,  at  the  same  time,  that  he 
would  exact  severe  and  bloody  satisfaction 
the  moment  we  should  pass  the  border,  when 
he  could  run  him  through  the  body  without 
fear  of  the  consequence.  This  scene  passed 
in  presence  of  Lieutenant  Lismahago,  who 
encouraged  Clinker  to  hazard  a  thrust  of 
cold  iron  with  his  anta^nist.  '*  Cold  iron," 
cried  Humphry,  **I  shall  never  use  against  the 
life  of  any  human  creature  ;  but  I  am  so  far 
fiom  being  afraid  of  his  cold  iron,  that  I  shall 
use  nothing  in  my  defence  but  a  good  cud- 
gel, which  shall  always  be  at  his  service."  In 
the  mean  time,  the  fair  cause  of  this  contest, 
Mrs  Winifred  Jenkins,  seemed  overwhelmed 
with  affliction,  and  Mr  Clinker  acted  much  on 
the  reserve,  though  he  did  not  presume  to 
find  fault  with  her  conduct.  The  dispute  be- 
tween the  two  rivals  was  soon  brought  to  a 
very  unexpected  issue.  Among  our  fellow- 
lodgers  at  Berwick,  was  a  couple  A'om  Lon- 
don, bound  to  Edinburgh  on  the  voyage  of  ma- 
trimony. The  female  was  the  dau^ter  and 
heiress  of  a  pawnbroker  deceased,  who  had 
given  her  guardians  the  slip,  and  put  herself 
under  the  tuition  of  a  tall  Hibernian,  who  had 
conducted  her  thus  far  in  quest  of  a  clergyman 
to  unite  them  in  marria^,  without  the  for- 
malities required  by  the  Taw  of  England.  I 
know  not  how  the  lover  had  behaved  on  the 
road,  so  as  to  decline  in  the  favour  of  his 
inamorata;  but,  in  all  probability,  Dutton  per- 
ceived a  coldness  on  her  side,  which  encou- 
Hged  him  to  whisper,  it  was  a  pity  she 
should  cast  her  affections  upon  a  tailor,  which 
he  affirmed  the  Irishman  to  be.  This  disco- 
very completed  her  disgust,  of  which  my 
man  taking  the  advantage,  began  to  recom- 
mend  himself  to  her  ffood  graces ;  and  the 
smooth-tongued  rascal  found  no  difficulty  to 
insinuate  himself  into  the  place  of  her 
heart,  from  which  the  other  had  been  dis- 
carded.  Their  resolution  was  immediately 
taken.  In  the  morning,  before  day,  while 
poor  Teague  lay  snoring  a-bed,  his  indefati- 
gable rival  ordered  a  post-chaise,  and  set 
out  with  the  lady  for  Coldstream,  a  few 
miles  up  the  Tweed,  where  there  was  a  par- 
son.who  dealt  in  this  branch  of  commerce, 
and  there  they  were  noosed,  before  the  Irish- 
man ever  dreamed  of  the  matter.  But  when 
he  got  up  at  six  o'clock,  and  found  the  bird 
was  fiown,  he  made  such  a  noise  as  alarmed 
theLwhole  house.    One  of  the  first  persoos 


he  encountered  was  the  postilion,  returned 
from  Coldstream,  where  he  had  been  witness 
to  the  marriage,  and,  over  and  above  a  hand- 
some gratuity,  had  received  a  bride's  favour, 
which  he  now  wore  in  his  cap.  When  the 
forsaken  lover  understood  they  were  actually 
married,  and  set  out  for  London,  and  that 
Dutton  had  discovered  to  the  lady  that  he 
(the  Hibernian)  was  a  tailor,  he  had  like  to 
have  run  distracted.  He  tore  the  riband  from 
the  fellow's  cap,  and  beat  it  about  his  ears. 
He  swore  he  would  pursue  him  to  the  gates 
of  hell,  and  ordered  a  post-chaise  and  four 
to  be  got  ready  as  soon  as  possible  ;  but  re- 
collecting that  his  finances  would  not  admit 
of  this  way  of  travelling,  he  was  obliged  to 
countermand  this  order. 

For  my  own  part,  I  knew  nothing  at  all 
of  what  had  nappened,  till  the  postilion 
brought  me  the  keys  of  my  trunk  and  port- 
manteau, which  he  had  received  from  Dutton, 
who  sent  me  his  respects,  hoping  I  would 
excuse  him  for  his  abrupt  departure,  as  it 
was  a  step  upon  which  his  fortune  depended. 
Before  I  had  time  to  make  my  uncle  ac- 
quainted with  this  event,  the  Irishman  burst 
into  my  chamber,  without  any  introduction, 
exclaiming, — ^  By  my  soul,  your  sarvant  has 
robbed  me  of  five  thousand  pounds,  and  I'll 
have  satisfaction,  if  I  should  be  hung  to-mor- 
row !"  When  I  asked  him  who  he  was, — 
'*  My  name,"  said  he,  "  is  Master  Maclough- 
lin — but  it  should  be  Leighlin  O'Neale,  for 
I  am  come  from  Ter-Owen  the  Great ;  and 
so  I  am  as  good  a  gentleman  as  any  in  Ire-, 
land:  and  that  rogue,  your  sarvant,  said  I 
was  a  tailor,  which  was  as  big  a  lie  as  if  he 
had  called  me  the  pope.  I'm  a  man  of  for- 
tune, and  have  spent  all  I  had  ;  and  so  being 
in  distress,  Mr  Coshgrave,  the  fashioner  in 
Sufl^blk  street,  tuck  me  out,  and  made  me 
his  own  private  shecretary.  By  the  same 
token,  I  was  the  last  he  bailed;  for  his 
friends  obliged  him  to  tie  himself  up,  that  he 
would  bail  no  more  above  ten  pounds ;  for 
why  1  because  as  how  he  could  not  refuse  any 
body  that  asked,  and  therefore,  in  time,  would 
have  robbed  himself  of  his  whole  fortune, 
and,  if  he  had  lived  long  at  that  rate,  must 
have  died  bankrupt  very  soon — and  so  I 
made  my  addresses  to  Miss  Skinner,  a  young 
lady  of  'five  thousand  pounds  fortune,  who 
agreed  to  take  me  for  better  nor  worse ;  and, 
to  be  sure,  this  dav  would  have  put  me  in 
possession,  if  it  had  not  been  for  that  rogue, 
your  sarvant,  who  came  like  a  tief,  and  stole 
away  my  property,  and  made  her  believe  I 
was  a  tailor,  and  that  she  was  going  to 
marry  the  ninth  ^art  of  a  man  :  but  the  devil 
bum  my  sowl,  if  ever  I  catch  him  on  the 
mountains  of  TollQ|rhobegly,  if  I  don't  show 
him  that  I'm  nine  times  as  good  a  man  as  he, 
or  e'er  a  bug  of  his  country.** 

When  he  had  rung  out  his  first  alarm,  I 
told  him  I  was  sorry  he  had  allowed  himself 
to  be  so  jockied ;  but  it  was  no  business  of 
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mine ;  and  that  the  fellow  who  rohbed  him 
of  his  bride,  had  likewise  robbed  me  of  my 
servant. — •*  Didn't  I  tell  you,  then,"  cried 
he,  '*that  Rogrue  was  his  true  Christian 
name  ?  Oh  !  if  I  had  but  one  fair  trust 
with  him  upon  the  sod,  I'd  give  him  leave  to 
braff  all  the  rest  of  hb  life." 

My  uncle  hearing  the  noise,  came  in,  and 
bein^  informed  of  this  adventure,  began  to 
comfort  Mr  O'Neal  for  the  lady's  elopement ; 
observing,  that  he  seemed  to  have  had  a  lucky 
escape  :  that  it  was  better  she  should  elope 
before  than  after  marriage.  The  Hibernian 
was  of  a  very  different  opinion.  He  said, 
if  he  had  been  once  married,  she  might  have 
eloped  as  soon  as  she  pleased :  he  would 
have  taken  care  that  she  should  not  have 
carried  her  fortune  along  with  her.  "  Ah !" 
said  he,  "she's  a  Judas  Iscariot,  and  has 
betrayed  me  with  a  kiss ;  and,  like  Judsjs, 
she  carried  the  bag,  and  has  not  left  me 
money  enough  to  bear  my  expences  back  to 
London  ;  and  so  as  I  am  come  to  this  pass, 
and  the  rogue  that  was  the  occasion  of  it 
has  left  you  without  a  sarvant,  you  may  put 
me  in  his  place ;  and,  by  Jasus !  it  is  the 
best  thing  you  can  do."  I  begged  to  be  ex- 
cused, declaring  I  could  put  up  with  any  in- 
convenience, rather  than  treat  as  a  footman 
the  descendant  of  Ter-Owen  the  Great.  1 
advised  him  to  return  to  his  friend  Mr  Cos- 

frave,  and  take  his  passage  from  Newcastle 
y  sea,  towards  which  I  made  him  a  small 
present,  and  he  retired,  seemingly  resigned 
to  his  evil  fortune.  I  have  taken  upon  trial 
a  Scotchman,  called  Archy  M' Alpine,  an  old 
soldier,  whose  last  master,  a  colonel,  lately 
died  at  Berwick.  The  fellow  is  old  and 
withered  ;  but  he  has  been  recommended  to 
me  for  his  fidelity  by  Mrs  Humphreys,  a  very 
good  sort  of  U  woman,  who  keeps  the  inn  at 
Tweedniouth,  and  is  much  respected  by  all 
the  travellers  on  this  road. 

Clinker,  without  doubt,  thinks  himself 
happy  in  the  removal  of  a  dangerous  rival, 
and  he  is  too  good  a  Christian  to  repine  at 
Dutton's  success.  Even  Mrs  Jenkins  will 
have  reason  to  congratulate  herself  upon  this 
event,  when  she  coolly  reflects  upon  the 
matter  ;  for,  howsoever  she  was  forced  from 
her  poise  for  a  season,  by  snares  laid  for  her 
T  vanity,  Humphry  is  certainly  the  north  star 
/  to  which  the  needle  of  her  affection  would 
have  pointed  at  the  long-run.  At  present 
the  same  vanity  is  exceedingly  mortified, 
upon  finding  herself  abandoned  by  her  new 
admirer,  in  favour  of  another  inamorata. 
She  received  the  news  with  a  violent  burst 
of  laughter,  which  soon  brought  on  a  fit  of 
crying,  and  this  gave  the  finishing  blow  to 
the  patience  of  her  mistrestf,  which  had  held 
out  beyond  all  expectation.  She  now  opened 
all  those  floodgates  of  reprehension  which 
had  been  shut  so  long.  She  not  only  re- 
proached her  with  her  levity  and  indiscretion, 
but  attacked  her  on  the  score  of  religion,  de- 


claring roundly  that  she  was  in  a  state  of 
apostacy  and  reprobation ;  and,  finally,  threat- 
ened to  send  her  a-packing  at  this  extremity 
of  the  kingdom.  All  the  family  interceded 
for  poor  Winifred,  not  even  excepting  her 
slighted  swain,  Mr  Clinker,  who,  on  his 
knees,  implored  and  obtained  her  pardon. 

There  was,  however,  anotAr  consider- 
ation that  ffave  Mrs  Tabitha  some  disturb- 
ance. At  Newcastle,  the  servants  had  been 
informed  by  some  wag,  that  there  was  no- 
thing to  eat  in  Scotland  but  oat  meal  and 
sheep-heads ;  and  Lieutenant  Lismahaffo  be- 
ing consulted,  what  he  said  served  rather  to 
confirm  than  to  refute  the  report.  Our  aunt 
being  apprised  of  this  circumstance,  very 
gravely  advised  her  brother  to  provide  a 
sumpter-horse,  with  store  of  hams,  tongues, 
bread,  biscuit,  and  other  articles,  for  our  sub- 
sistence in  the  course  of  our  peregrination ; 
and  Mr  Bramble  as  gravely  replied,  that  he 
would  take  the  hint  into  consideration ;  but, 
finding  no  such  provision  was  made,  she  now 
revived  the  proposal,  observing,  that  there 
was  a  tolerable  market  at  Berwick,  where 
we  might  be  supplied ;  and  that  my  man's 
horse  would  serve  as  a  beast  of  burden.  The 
squire,  shrugging  up  his  shoulders,  eyed  her 
askance,  with  a  look  of  ineffable  contempt ; 
and,  after  some  pause— -**  Sister,"  said  he, 
''  I  can  hardly  persuade  myself  you  are  se- 
rious." She  was  so  little  acquainted  with 
the  geography  of  the  island,  that  she  imagin- 
ed we  could  not  go  to  Scotland  but  by  sea ; 
and,  after  we  had  passed  through  the  town 
of  Berwick,  when  we  told  her  we  were  upon 
Scottish  ground,  she  could  hardly  believe  the 
assertion.  If  the  truth  must  be  told,  the 
South  Britons  in  general  are  wofully  igno- 
rant in  this  particular.  What  between  want 
of  curiosity,  and  traditional  sarcasms,  the 
effect  of  ancient  animosity,  the  people  at  the 
other  end  of  the  island  know  as  little  of 
Scotland  as  of  Japan. 

If  I  had  never  been  in  Wales,  I  should 
have  been  more  struck  with  the  manifest  dif- 
ference in  appearance  betwixt  the  peasants 
and  commonalty  on  the  different  sides  of  the 
Tweed.  The  boors  of  Northumberland  are 
lusty  fellows,  fresh  complexioned,  cleanly, 
and  well  clothed ;  but  the  labourers  in  Scot- 
land are  generally  lank,  lean,  hard-featured, 
sallow,  soiled  and  shabby;  and  their  little 
pinched  blue,  caps  have  a  beggarly  effect. 
The  cattle  are  much  in  the  same  style  with 
their  drivers,  meagre,  stunted,  and  ill  equip- 
ped. When  I  talked  to  my  uncle  on  this 
subject,  he  said — '*  Though  all  the  Scottish 
hinds  would  not  bear  to  be  compared  with 
those  of  the  rich  counties  of  South  Britain, 
they  would  stand  very  well  in  competition 
with  the  peasants  of  France,  Italy,  and  Sa- 
voy— ^not  to  mention  the  mountaineers  of 
Wales,  and  the  redshanks  of  Ireland." 

We  entered  Scotland  by  a  frightful  moor 
of  sixteen  miles,  which  promises  very  lit(le 
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for  the  interior  parte  of  the  kingdom ;  bat 
the  prospect  mended  as  we  advanced.  Pass- 
ing through  Danbar,  which  is  a  neat  little 
town,  situated  on  the  sea-side,  we  lay  at  a 
country  inn,  where  our  entertainment  far 
exceeded  our  expectation ;  but  for  this  we 
cannot  give  the  Scotch  credit,  as  the  land- 
lord is  a  native  of  England.  Yesterday  we 
dined  at  Haddington,  which  has  been  a  place 
of  some  consideration,  but  is  now  gone  to 
decay ;  and  in  the  evening  arrived  at  this 
metropolis,  of  which  I  can  say  very  little. 
It  is  very  romantic,  from  its  situation  on  the 
declivity  of  a  hill,  having  a  fortified  castle  at 
the  top,  and  a  royal  palace  at  the  bottom. 
The  first  thing  that  strikes  the  nose  of  a 
stranger  shall  be  nameless ;  but  what  first 
strikes  the  eye  is  the  unconscionable  height 
of  the  bouses,  which  generally  rise  to  five, 
six,  seven  and  eight  stories,  and,  in  some 
places,  as  I  am  assured,  to  twelve.  This 
manner  of  building,  attended  with  number, 
less  inconveniences,  must  have  been  origin, 
ally  owing  to  want  of  room.  Certain  it  is, 
the  town  seems  to  be  full  of  people ;  but 
their  looks,  their  language,  and  their  customs, 
are  so  different  from  ours,  that  I  can  hardly 
believe  myself  in  Great  Britain. 

The  inn  at  which  we  put  up,  if  it  may  be 
so  called,  was  so  filthy  and  disagreeable  in 
all  respects,  that  my  uncle  began  to  fret,  and 
his  gouty  symptoms  to  recur.  Recollecting, 
however,  that  he  had  a  letter  of  recommend- 
ation to  one  Mr  Mitchelson,  a  lawyer,  he 
sent  it  by  his  servant,  with  a  compliment, 
importing  that  he  would  wait  upon  him 
next  day  in  person ;  but  that  gentleman  vis- 
ited us  immediately,  and  insisted  upon  our 
going  to  his  own  house,  until  he  could  pro. 
vide  lodgings  for  our  accommodation.  We 
gladly  accepted  of  his  invitation,  and  repair, 
ed  to  his  house,  where  we  were  treated  with 
equal  elegance  and  hospitality,  to  the  utter 
confusion  of  our  aunt,  whose  prejudices, 
though  beginning  to  give  way,  were  not  yet 
entirely  removed.  To-day,  by  the  assist, 
ance  of  our  fi'iend,  we  are  settled  in  conve- 
nient  lodgings,  up  four  pair  of  stairs,  in  the 
High  street,  the  fourth  story  being,  in  this 
city,  reckoned  more  genteel  than  the  first. 
The  air  is,  in  all  probability,  the  better ;  but 
it  requires  good  lunffs  to  breath  it  at  this  dis. 
tance  above  the  surface  of  the  earth.  While 
I  do  remain  above  it,  whether  higher  or 
lower,  provided  I  do  breathe  at  all,  I  shall 
ever  be,  dear  Phillips,  yours, 

J.  MELFORD. 

Edinburgh,  July  18. 


To  DooTOE  Lkwib. 

Dbab  Lxwib, — ^That  part  of  Scotland  con- 
tiguous to  Berwick,  nature  seems  to  have 
intended  as  a  barrier  between  two  hostile 
nations.    It  is  a  brown  desert,  of  consider- 


able extent,  that  produces  nothing  but  heath 
and  fern;  and  what  rendered  it  the  more 
dreary  when  we  passed,  there  was  a  thick 
fog  that  hindered  us  from  seeing  above  twen- 
ty yards  from  the  carriage.  My  sister  be«an 
to  make  wry  faces,  and  used  her  smdung 
bottle  ;  Liddy  looked  blank,  and  Mrs  Jenkins 
dejected ;  but  in  a  few  hours  these  clouds 
were  dissipated;  the  sea  appeared  on  our 
riffht,  and  on  the  left  the  mountains  retired 
a  little,  leaving  an  agreeable  plain  betwixt 
them  and  the  beach ;  but,  what  surprised  us 
all,  this  plain,  to  the  extent  of  several  miles, 
was  covered  with  as  fine  wheat  as  ever  I  saw 
in  the  most  fertile  parts  of  South  BriUin. 
This  plentiful  crop  is  raised  in  the  open  field, 
without  any  inclosure,  or  other  manure  than 
the  alga  marinat  or  sea- weed,  which  abounds 
on  this  coast ;  a  circumstance  which  shows 
that  the  soil  and  climate  are  favourable,  but 
that  agriculture  in  this  country  is  not  yet 
brought  to  that  perfection  which  it  has  at- 
tained in  England.  Inclosures  would  not 
only  keep  the  grounds  warm,  and  the  several 
fields  distinct,  but  would  also  protect  the 
crop  from  the  high  winds  which  are  so  fre- 
quent in  this  part  of  the  island. 

Dunbar  is  well  situated  for  trade,  and  has 
a  curious  basin,  where  ships  of  small  burden 
may  be  perfectly  secure  ;  but  there  is  little 
appearance  of  business  in  the  place.  From 
thence,  all  the  way  to  Edinburgh,  there  is  a 
continual  succession  of  fhie  seats  belonging 
to  noblemen  and  gentlemen  ;  and,  as  each  is 
surrounded  by  its  own  parks  and  plantation, 
they  produce  a  very  pleasing  effect  in  a  coun- 
try  which  otherwise  lies  open  and  exposed. 
At  Dunbar  there  is  a  noble  park,  with  a  lodge, 
belonging  to  the  Duke  of  Roxburgh,  where 
Oliver  Cromwell  had  his  head-quarters,  when 
Leslie,  at  the  head  of  a  Scottfh  army,  took 
possession  of  the  mountains  in  the  neighbour, 
hood,  and  hampered  him  in  such  a  manner, 
that  he  would  have  been  obliged  to  embark  and 
get  away  by  sea,  had  not  the  fanaticism  of  the 
enemy  forfeited  the  advantage  which  they  had 
obtained  by  their  general's  conduct.  Their 
ministers,  by  exhortation,  prayer,  assurance 
and  prophecy,  instigated  them  to  go  down 
and  slay  the  Philistines  in  Gilgal ;  and  they 
quitted  their  ground  accordingly,  notwith. 
standing  all  that  Leslie  could  do  to  restrain 
the  madness  of  their  enthusiasm.  When 
Oliver  saw  them  in  motion,  he  exclaimed— 
<<  Praised  be  the  Lord,  he  hath  delivered  them 
into  the  hands  of  his  servant !"  and  ordered 
his  troops  to  sing  a  psalm  of  thanksgiving, 
while  they  advanced  in  order  to  the  plain, 
where  the  Scotch  were  routed  with  great 
slaughter. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  Haddin^on  there 
is  a  gentleman's  house,  in  the  building  of 
which,  and  the  improvements  about  it,  he  is 
said  to  have  expended  forty  thousand  pounds ; 
but  I  cannot  say  I  was  much  pleased  with 
either   the    architecture  or  the   situation. 
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though  it  has  in  front  a  pastoral  stream,  the 
banks  of  which  are  laid  out  in  a  very  agree- 
able manner.  I  intended  to  pay  my  respects 
to  Lord  Eli  bank,  whom  I  had  the  honour  to 
know  at  London,  many  years  ago.  He  lives 
in  this  part  of  Lothian,  but  was  gone  to  the 
north  on  a  visit.  You  have  often  heard  me 
mention  this  nobleman,  whom  I  have  long 
revered  for  his  humanity  and  universal  intel- 
ligence, over  and  above  the  entertainment 
arising  from  the  originality  of  his  character. 
At  Musselburgh,  however,  I  had  the  food 
fortune  to  drink  tea  with  my  old  friend  Mr 
Cardonei ;  and  at  his  house  I  met  with  Dr 
C ,  the  parson  of  the  parish,  whose  hu- 
mour and  conversation  inflamed  me  with  a 
desire  of  being  better  acquainted  with  his 
person.  I  am  not  at  all  surprised  that  these 
Scotch  make  their  way  in  every  quarter  of 
the  firlobe. 

This  place  is  but  four  miles  from  Edin- 
burgh, towards  which  we  proceeded  along  the 
sea-shore,  upon  a  firm  bottom  of  smooth  sand, 
which  the  tide  had  left  uncovered  in  its  re- 
treat. Edinburgh,  from  this  avenue,  is  not 
seen  to  much  advantage.  We  had  only  an 
imperfect  view  of  the  castle  and  upper  parts 
of  the  town,  which  varied  incessantly,  ac- 
cording to  the  inflexions  of  the  road,  and  ex- 
hibited the  appearance  of  detached  spires 
and  turrets,  belonging  to  some  magnificent 
edifice  in  ruins.  The  palace  of  Holyrood- 
house  stands  on  the  left  as  you  enter  the 
Canongate.  This  is  a  street  continued  from 
hence  to  the  gate  called  the  Netherbow, 
which  is  now  taken  away ;  so  that  there  is  no 
interruption  for  a  long  mile,  from  the  bottom 
to  the  top  of  the  hill,  on  which  the  castle 
stands  in  a  most  imperial  situation.  Con- 
sidering its  fine  pavementy  its  width,  and  the 
lofty  houses  on  each  side,  this  would  be  un- 
doubtedly one  of  the  noblest  streets  in  Eu- 
rope, if  an  ugly  mass  of  mean  buildings, 
called  the  Luckenbooths,  had  not  thrust 
itself,  by  what  accident  I  know  not,  into  the 
middle  of  the  way,  like  Middle-row  in  Hol- 
bom.  The  city  stands  upon  two  hills,  and 
the  bottom  between  them :  and,  with  all  its 
defects,  may  very  well  pass  for  the  capital 
of  a  moderate  kingdom.  It  is  foil  of  people, 
and  continually  resounds  with  the  noise  of 
coaches  and  other  carriages,  for  luxury  as 
well  commerce.  As  far  as  I  can  perceive, 
here  is  no  want  of  provisions.  The  beef  and 
mutton  are  as  delicate  here  as  in  Wales ;  the 
sea  affords  plenty  of  good  fish ;  the  bread  is 
remarkably  fine ;  and  the  water  is  excellent, 
though  Tm  afraid  not  in  sufficient  quantity 
to  answer  all  the  purposes  of  cleanliness  and 
convenience ;  articles  in  which,  it  must  be 
allowed,  our  fellow-subjects  are  a  little  de- 
fective. The  water  is  brought  in  leaden 
pipes  from  a  mountain  in  the  neighbourhood, 
to  a  cistern  on  the  Castle  Hill,  from  whence 
it  is  distributed  to  public  conduits  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  city.    From  these  it  is  car- 


ried in  barrels,  on  the  backs  of  male  and 
female  porters,  up  two,  three,  four,  five,  six, 
seven  and  eight  pairs  of  stairs,  for  the  use  of 
particular  families.  Every  story  is  a  com- 
plete house  occupied  by  a  separate  family ; 
and  the  stair  being  common  to  them  all,  is 
generally  left  in  a  very  filthy  condition ;  a 
man  must  tread  with  great  circumspection 
to  get  safe  housed  with  unpolluted  shoes. 
Nothing  can  form  a  stronger  contrast  than 
the  difierence  betwixt  the  outside  and  inside 
of  the  door ;  for  the  good  women  of  this  me- 
tropolis are  remarkably  nice  in  the  ornaments 
and  propriety  of  their  apartments,  as  if  they 
were  resolved  to  transfer  the  imputation  from 
the  individual  to  the  public.  You  are  no 
stran^r  to  their  method  of  discharging  all 
their  impurities  from  their  windows,  at  a  cer- 
tain hour  of  the  night,  as  the  custom  is  in 
Spain,  Portugal,  and  some  parts  of  France 
and  Italy  ;  a  practice  to  which  I  can  by  no 
means  be  reconciled;  for,  notwithstanding 
all  the  care  that  is  taken  by  their  scavengers 
to  remove  this  nuisance  every  morning  by 
break  of  day,  enough  still  remains  to  onend 
the  eyes,  as  well  as  the  other  organs,  of  those 
whom  use  has  not  hardened  against  all  deli- 
cacy of  sensation. 

The  inhabitants  seem  insensible  to  these 
impressions,  and  are  apt  to  imagine  the  dis- 
gust that  we  avow  is  little  better  than  affect- 
ation :  but  they  ought  to  have  compassion 
for  strangers,  who  have  not  been  used  to 
this  kind  of  sufferance,  and  consider  whether 
it  may  not  be  worth  while  to  take  some  pains 
to  vindicate  themselves  from  the  reproach 
that  on  this  accouat  they  bear  amon^  their 
neighbours.  As  to  the  surprising  height  of 
their  houses,  it  is  absurd  in  many  respects ; 
but,  in  one  particular  light,  I  cannot  view  it 
without  horror ;  that  is,  the  dreadful  situa- 
tion of  all  the  families  above,  in  case  the 
common  staircase  should  be  rendered  impass- 
able by  a  fire  in  the  lower  storeys.  In.  or- 
der to  prevent  the  shocking  consequences 
that  must  attend  such  an  accident,  it  would 
be  a  right  measure  to  open  doors  of  commu- 
nication from  one  house  to  another  on  every 
storey,  by  which  the  people  might  fly  from 
such  a  terrible  visitation.  In  all  parts  of  the 
world  we  see  the  force  of  habit  prevailing 
over  all  the  dictates  of  convenience  and  sa^ 
gacity.  All  the  people  of  business  at  Edin- 
burgh,  and  even  the  genteel  company,  may 
be  seen  standing  in  crowds  every  day,  from 
one  to  two  in  the  afternoon,  in  the  open 
street,  at  a  place  where  formerly  stood  a 
market-cross,  which,  by  the  bye,  was  a  curi- 
ous piece  of  Gothic  architecture,  still  to  be 
seen  in  Lord  Somerville's  garden,  in  this 
neighbourhood.  I  say,  the  people  stand  in 
the  open  street  from  the  force  of  custom,  ra- 
ther than  move  a  few  yards  to  an  exchange, 
that  stands  empty  on  one  side,  or  to  the  par- 
liament close  on  the  other,  which  is  a  npble 
square,  adorned  with  a  fine  equestrian  statue 


406 


SMOLLETT'S  SELECT  WORKS. 


of  king  Charles  IL  The  company  thus  as- 
sembled are  entertained  with  a  variety  of 
tunes,  played  upon  a  set  of  bells  fixed  in  a 
steeple  hard  by.  As  these  bells  are  well 
toned,  and  the  musician,  who  has  a  salary 
from  the  city  for  playing;  upon  them  with 
keys,  is  no  bad  performer,  the  entertainment 
is  really  agreeable,  and  very  striking  to  the 
ears  of  a  stranger. 

The  public  inns  at  Edinburgh  are  still 
worse  than  those  of  London ;  but,  by  means 
of  a  worthy  gentleman,  to  whom  I  was  re- 
commended, we  have  got  decent  lodgings  in 
the  house  of  a  widow  gentlewoman  of  the 
name  of  Lockhart ;  and  here  I  shall  stay 
until  I  have  seen  every  thing  that  is  remark- 
able in  and  about  this  capital.  I  now  begin 
to  feel  the  good  effects  of  exercise.  I  eat 
like  a  farmer,  sleep  from  midnight  till  eight 
in  the  morning,  without  interruption,  and 
enjoy  a  constant  tide  of  spirits,  equally  dis- 
tant from  inanition  and  excess ;  but  what- 
ever ebbs  and  flows  my  constitution  may 
undei^,  my  heart  will  still  declare  that  I  am, 
dear  Lewis,  your  affectionate  friend  and  ser- 
vant, MATT.  BRAMBLE. 

Edinburgh,  July  18. 


To  Me8  Mart  Jones,  at  Brambleton- 

Hall. 

Dear  Mary, — ^The  squire  has  been  so 
kind  as  to  rap  my  bit  of  nonsense  under  the 
kiver  of  his  own  sheet.  O  Mary  Jones !  Mary 
Jones !  I  have  had  trials  and  trembulation. 
God  help  me !  I  havetieen  a  vixen  and  a 
griffin  these  man^r  days.  Sattin  has  had 
power  to  temp  me  in  the  shape  of  van  Dit- 
ton,  the  young  squire's  wally  de  shamble; 
but  by  God's  grease  he  did  not  purvail.  I 
thofl  as  how  there  was  no  arm  in  going  to  a 
play  at  Newcastle,  with  my  hair  dressed  in 
the  Parish  fashion ;  and  as  for  the  trifle  of 
paint,  he  said  as  how  my  complexion  wanted 
rouch,  and  so  I  let  him  put  it  on  with  a  little 
Spanish  owl ;  but  a  mischievous  mob  of  col- 
liers, and  such  promiscous  ribble  rabble,  that 
could  bear  no  smut  but  their  own,  attacked 
us  in  the  street,  and  called  me  Ju>ar  and 
painted  Issabel,  and  splashed  my  close,  and 
spoiled  me  a  complete  sete  of  blond  lace 
triple  ruffles,  not  a  pin  the  worse  for  the 
ware.  They  cost  me  seven  good  sillings  to 
Lady  Griskin's  woman  at  London. 

When  I  axed  Mr  Clinker  what  they  meant 
by  calling  me  Issabel,  he  put  the  pyebill  into 
my  hand,  and  I  read  of  van  Issabel,  a  painted 
hurlot,  that  was  thrown  out  of  a  vindore,  and 
the  dogs  came  and  licked  her  blood.  But  I 
am  no  harlot ;  and,  with  God's  blessing,  no 
dog  shall  have  my  poor  blood  to  lick :  marry. 
Heaven  forbid,  amen !  As  for  Ditton,  after 
all  his  courting  and  his  compliment,  he  stole 
away  an  Irishman's  bride>  and  took  a  French 


leave  of  me  and  his  master ;  but  I  valley  not 
his  going  a  farting ;  but  I  have  had  hanger 
on  his  account.  Mistress  scoulded  like  mad ; 
thof  I  have  the  comfit  that  all  the  fiimily  took 
my  part,  and  even  Mr  Clinker  pleaded  for 
me  on  his  bended  knee ;  thof,  God  he  knows, 
he  had  raisins  enuff  to  complain ;  but  he's  a 
good  sole,  abounding  with  Christian  meek- 
ness, and  one  day  wfll  meet  with  his  reward. 

And  now,  dear  Mary,  we  have  got  to  Had- 
dingborough,  among  the  Scots,  who  are  civil 
enuff  for  our  money,  thofl  don't  speak  their 
lingo.  But  they  should  not  go  for  to  impose 
upon  foreigners ;  for  the  bills  on  their  houses 
say,  they  have  different  easements  to  let; 
and  behold  there  is  nurra  geaks  in  the  whole 
kingdom,  nor  any  think  for  pore  servants, 
but  a  barrel  with  a  pair  of  tongs  thrown 
.across ;  and  all  the  chairs  in  the  family  are 
emptied  into  this  here  barrel  once  a-day; 
and  at  ten  o'clock  at  night  the  whole  caigo 
is  flung  out  at  a  back  windore  that  looks  into 
some  street  or  lane,  and  the  maid  calls  gardy 
loo  to  the  passengers,  which  si^ifies,  Lord 
have  mercy  upon  you !  and  this  is  done  every 
night  in  every  house  in  Haddingborough ;  so 
you  may  guess,  Mary  Jones,  what  a  sweet 
savour  comes  from  such  a  number  of  pro- 
fuming  pans.  But  they  say  it  is  wholesome, 
and  truly  I  believe  it  is;  for  being  in  the 
vapours,  and  thinking  of  Issabel  and  Mr 
Clinker,  I  was  going  into  a  fit  of  astericks, 
when  this  fiff,  saving  your  presence,  took 
me  by  the  nose  so  powerfully,  that  I  sneesed 
three  times,  and  found  myself  wonderfully 
refreshed ;  and  this  to  be  sure  is  the  raisin 
why  there  are  no  fits  in  Haddingborough. 

I  was  likewise  made  believe  that  there  was 
nothing  to  be  h^d  but  oatmeal  and  seeps* 
heads ;  but  if  I  hadn't  been  a  fool,  I  mought 
have  known  there  could  be  no  heads  without 
karcasses.  This  very  blessed  day  I  dined 
upon  a  delicate  leg  of  Velsh  mutton  and  cully 
flower ;  and  as  for  the  oatmeal,  I  leave  that 
to  the  servants  of  the  country,  which  are 
'  pore  drudges,  many  of  them  without  shoes 
or  stockinffs.  Mr  Clinker  tells  me  here  is 
a  great  call  of  the  gospel ;  but  I  wish,  I  wish 
some  of  the  fitinilyl)e  not  fdlen  off  from  the 
rite  way.  O*,  if  I  was  giving  to  tail-baring, 
I  have  my  own  secrets  to  discover.  There 
has  been  a  deal  of  huggling  and  flurtation 
betwixt  mistress  and  an  oufd  Scots  officer 
caJled  Kismycago.  He  looks  for  all  the  orld 
like  the  scarecrow  that  our  gardner  set  up 
to  frite  away  the  sparrows ;  and  what  will 
come  of  it  the  Loni  nows ;  but  come  what 
will,  it  shall  never  be  said  that  I  mentioned 

a  syllabub  of  the  matter Remember  me 

kindly  to  Saul  and  the  kitten — I  hope  they 
got  the  hom-buck,  and  will  put  it  to  a  good 
yuse,  which  is  the  constant  prayer  of,  dear 
Molly,  your  loving  firiend, 

WnN.  JENKINS. 

Addinghorough,  July  18. 
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To  Sib  Watkik  Phillips,  Bart.  owJmavB 

COLLSOK,  OZON. 

DvAB  Phillips, — ^If  I  stay  much  longer 
at  Edinbui|fh,  I  shall  be  changed  into  a  down- 
right Caledonian.  My  uncfe  observes,  that 
I  nave  already  acquired  something  of  the 
country  accent.  The  people  here  are  so  so- 
cial and  attentive  in  their  civilities  to  stran- 
gers, that  I  am  insensibly  sucked  into  the 
channel  of  their  manners  and  customs,  al- 
though they  are  in  fact  much  more  different 
from  ours  than  yod  can  imagine.  That  dif- 
ference, however,  which  struck  me  very 
much  at  my  first  arrival,  I  now  hardlv  per- 
ceive, and  my  ear  is  perfectly  reconciled  to 
the  Scotch  accent,  which  I  find  even  agree- 
able in  the  mouth  of  a  pretty  woman.  It  is 
a  sort  of  Doric  dialect,  which  gives  an  idea 
of  amiaUe  simplicity.  You  cannot  imagine 
how  we  have  been  caressed  and  feasted  in 
the  rood  iown/)f  Edinburgh^  of  which  we 
are  become  free  denizens  and  guild-brothers, 
by  the  special  fiivour  of  the  magistracy. 

I  had  a  whimsical  commission  from  Bath, 
to  a  citizen  of  this  metropolis.  Quin,  un- 
derstanding our  intention  to  visit  Edinburgh, 
rilled  out  a  guinea,  and  desired  the  favour 
would  drink  it  at  a  tavern,  with  a  particu- 
lar friend  and  bottle  companion  of  his,  one 

Mr  R—  C ,  a  lawyer  of  this  city.    I 

charged  myself  with  the  commission,  and 
taking  the  guinea, — *'  You  see,"  said  I,  '*  I 
have  pocketed  your  bounty."  "  Yes,"  re- 
plied Quin,  laughing,  *'  and  a  headach  into 
the  bargain,  if  you  dnnk  fair."  I  made  use 
of  this  introduction  to  Mr  C ,.  who  re- 
ceived me  with  open  arms,  and  gave  me  the 
rendezvous,  according  to  the  cartel.  He 
had  provided  a  company  of  jolly  fellows, 
among  whom  I  found  myself  extremely  hap- 
py; and  did  Mr  C— —  and  Quin  idl  the 
justice  in  my  power ;  but,  alas !  I  was  no 
more  than  a  tyro  among  a  troop  of  veterans, 
who  had  compassion  upon  my  youth,  and 
conveyed  me  home  in  the  morning,  by  what 
means  I  know  not.  Quin  was  mistaken, 
however,  as  to  the  headach ;  the  claret  was 
too  good  to  treat  me  so  rougUy. 

While  Mr  Bramble  holds  conferences  with 
the  graver  literati  of  the  place,  and  our  fe- 
males are  entertained  at  visits  by  the  Scotch 
ladies,  who  are  the  best  and  kindest  creatures 
upon  earth,  I  pass  my  time  among  the  bucks 
of  Edinburgh ;  who,  with  a  great  share  of 
spirits  and  vivacity,  have  a  certain  shrewd- 
ness and  self-command  that  is  not  often  found 
among  their  neighbours  in  the  hey-day  of 
youth  and  exultation.  Not  a  hint  escapes 
a  Scotchman  that  can  be  interpreted  into 
offence  by  any  individual  of  the  company : 
and  national  reflections  are  never  heard. 
In  this  particular,  I  must  own,  we  are  both 
unjust  and  ungrateful  to  the  Scotch ;  for,  as 
fiur  as  I  am  able  to  judge,  they  have  a  real 
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esteem  for  the  natives  of  South  Britain ;  and 
never  mention  our  country,  but  with  express- 
ions  of  regard.  Nevertheless,  they  are  far 
from  being  servile  imitators  of  our  modes 
and  fashionablei  vices.  Ail  their  customs  and 
regulations  of  public  and  private  economy, 
of  business  and  diversion,  are  in  their  own 
style.  This  remarkably  predominates  in  their 
looks,  their  dress  and  manner,  their  music, 
and  even  their  cookery.  Our  squire  de- 
clares, that  he  knows  not  another  people 
upon  earth  so  strondy  marked  with  a  na- 
tional character.  Now  we  are  upon  the 
article  of  cookery,  I  must  own,  some  of  their 
dishes  are  savoury,  and  even  delicate ;  but  I 
am  not  vet  Scotchman  enough  to  relish  their 
singed  sheep's  head  and  haggis,  which  were 
provided,  at  our  request,  one  day  at  Mr 
Mitchelson's,  where  we  dined.  The  first  put 
me  in  mind  of  the  history  of  Con^o,  in  which 
I  had  read  of  negroes'  heads  sold  publicly  in 
the  markets ;  the  last,  beinff  a  mess  of  minced 
lights,  livers,  suet,  oatmeal,  onions,  and  pep- 
per, inclosed  in  a  sheep's  stomach,  had  a 
very  sudden  effect  upon  mine,  and  the  deli- 
cate Mrs  Tabby  changed  colour ;  when  the 
cause  of  our  disgust  was  instantaneously  re- 
moved at  the  nod  of  our  entertainer.  The 
Scotch  in  {feneral  are  attached  to  this  com- 
position, with  a  sort  of  national  fondness,  as 
well  as  to  their  oatmeal  bread;  which  is 
presented  at  every  table,  in  thin  triangular 
cakes,  baked  upon  a  plate  of  iron,  called  a 
girdle ;  and  .these  manv  of  the  natives,  even 
in  the  highest  ranks  of  life,  prefer  to  wheaten 
bread,  wnich  they  have  here  in  perfection. 
You  know  we  used  to  vex  poor  Murray  of 
Baliol  college,  by  asking,  if  there  was  really  no 
fruit  but  turnips  in  Scotland !  Sure  enough, 
I  have  seen  turnips  make  their  appearance, 
not  as  a  dessert,  but  by  way  of  hors  d^auvreSf 
or  whets,  as  radishes  are  served  up  betwixt 
more  substantial  dishes  in  France  and  Italy ; 
but  it  must  be  observed,  that  the  turnips  of^ 
this  country  are  as  much  superior  in  sweet- 
ness, delicacy  and  flavour,  to  those  of  Eng- 
land, as  a  musk-melon  is  to  the  stock  of  a 
common  cabbage.  They  are  small  and  coni- 
cal, of  a  vellowish  colour,  with  a  very  thin 
skin;  andf,  over  and  above  their  agreeable 
taste,  are  valuable  for  their  antiscorbutic 
quality.  As  to  the  fruit  now  in  season,  such 
as  cherries,  ffooseberries,  and  currants,  there 
is  no  want  of  them  at  Edinburgh ;  and  in  the 
gardens  of  some  gentlemen,  who  live  in  this 
neighbourhood,  there  is  now  a  very  fiivour- 
able  appearance  of  apricots,  peaches,  nee* 
tarines,  and  even  Grapes ;  nay,  I  have  seen 
a  very  fine  show  orpine-apples  within  a  few 
miles  of  this  metropolis.  Indeed,  we  hifvo 
no  reason  to  be  surprised  at  these  particulars, 
when  we  consider  how  little  difference  there 
is,  in  fiu;t,  betwixt  this  climate  and  that  of 
London. 

All  the  remarkable  places  in  the  city  and 
its  avenues,  for  ten  miles  around,  we  have 
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visited,  much  to  our  mtisfaction.  In  the  cas- 
tle are  some  royal  apartments,  where  the 
sovereign  occasionally  resided ;  and  here  are 
carefully  preserved  tne  regalia  of  the  king- 
dom,  consisting  of  a  crown,  .said  to  be  of 
great  value  ;  a  sceptre,  and  a  sword  of  state, 
adorned  with  jewels.  Of  these  symbols  of 
sovereignty,  tne  people  are  exceedingly  jea- 
lous. A  report  being  spread,  during  the 
sitting  of  the  union  parliament,  that  thev 
were  removed  to  London,  such  a  tumult 
arose,  that  the  lord  commissioner  would  have 
been  torn  in  pieces,  if  he  had  not  produced 
them  fur  the  satisfaction  of  the  populace. 

The  palace  of  Holyrood-house  is  an  ele- 
gant piece  of  architecture,  but  sunk  in  an 
obscure,  and,  as  I  take  it,  unwholesome  bot- 
tom, where  one  would  imagine  it  had  been 
placed  on  purpose  to  be  concealed.  The 
apartments  are  lofty,  but  unfurnished ;  and 
as  for  the  pictures  of  the  Scottish  kings, 
from  Fergus  I.  to  King  William,  they  are 
paltry  daubings,  mostly  by  the  same  hand, 
painted  either  iVom  the  imagination,  or  por- 
ters  hired  to  ait  for  the  purpose.  All  the  di- 
versions of  London  we  enjoy  at  Edinburgh 
in  a  small  com  pass.  Here  is  a  well-conducted 
concert,  in  which  several  gentlemen  perfortn 
on  different  instruments.  The  Scotch  are  all 
musicians.  Every  man  you  meet  plays  on 
the  flute,  the  violin,  or  violincello ;  and 
there  is  one  nobleman  whose  compositions 
are  universally  admired.  Our  company  of 
actors  is  very  tolerable  ;  and  a  subscription 
is  now  on  foot  for  building  a  new  theatre ; 
but  their  assemblies  please  me  above  all 
other  public  exhibitions. 

We  have  been  at  the  hunters'  ball,  where 
I  was  really  astonished  to  see  such  a  number 
of  fine  women.  The  English  who  have 
never  crossed  the  Tweed,  imagine  erroneous- 
ly that  the  Scotch  ladies  are  not  remarka- 
ble for  personal  attractions ;  but  I  can  declare 
with  a  safe  conscience  I  never  saw  so  many 
handsome  females  together  as  were  assem- 
bled on  this  occasion.  At  the  Leith  races, 
the  best  company  comes  hither  from  the  re- 
moter provinces ;  so  that,  I  suppose,  we  had 
all  the  beauty  of  the  kingdom  concentrated 
as  it  were  into  one  focus ;  which  was  indeed 
so  vehement,  that  my  heart  could  hardly  re- 
sist its  power.  Between  friends,  it  has  sus- 
tained some  damage  from  the  bright  eyes  of 
the  charming  Miss  R  n,  whom  I  had 

the  honour  to  dance  with  at  the  ball.  The 
Countess  of  Melville  attracted  all  eyes,  and 
the  admiration  of  all  present.  She  was  ac- 
companied by  the  agreeable  Miss  Grieve, 
who  made  many  concjuests ;  nor  did  my  sis- 
ter Liddy  pass  unnoticed  in  the  assembly. — 
She  is  become  a  toast  at  Edinburgh,  by  the 
name  of  the  Fair  Cambrian^  and  has  al- 
ready been  the  occasion  of  much  wine-shed ; 
but  the  poor  girl  met  with  an  accident  at 
t4ie  ball  which  has  given  us  great  disturb- 
ance. 


A  young  gentleman,  the  express  image 
of  that  rascal  Wilson,  went  up  to  ask  her  to 
dance  a  minuet;  and  his  sudden  appear- 
ance shocked  her  so  much,  that  she  fainted 
away.  I  call  Wilson  a  rascal,  because  if  he 
had  been  really  a  gentleman,  with  honoura- 
ble intentions,  he  would  have  ere  now  ap^ 
peared  in  his  qwn  character.  I  must  own, 
my  blood  boils  with  indigtiation  when  I  think 
of  that  fellow's  presumption ;  and  Heaven 
confound  me  if  I  don't---but  I  won't  be  so 
womanish  as  to  rail — time  will  perhaps  fiir- 
nish  occasion-^hank  God !  the  cause  of 
Liddy's  disorder  remains  a  secret.  The 
lady-directress  of  the  ball,  thinking  she  was 
overcome  by. the  heat  of  the  place,  had  her 
conveyed  to  another  room,  where  she  soon  re- 
covered so  well  as  to  return  and  join  in  the 
country-dances,  in  which  the  Scotch  lasses 
acquit  themselves  with  such  spirit  and  agil- 
ity,  as  put  their  partners  to  the  height  of 
their  mettle.  1  believe  our  aunt,  Mrs  Tabi« 
tha,  had  entertained  hopes  ^  being  able  to 
do  some  execution  among  Ae  cavaliers  at 
this  assembly.  She  had  been  several  days 
in  consultation  with  milliners  and  mantua-. 
makers,  preparing  for  the  occasion,  at  which 
she  made  her  appearance  in  a  full  suit  of  da- 
mask, so  thick  and  heavy,  that  the  sight  of 
it  alone,  at  this  season  of  the  year,  was  suf- 
ficient to  draw  drops  of  sweat  from  any  man 
of  ordinary  imacpnation.  She  danceid  one 
minuet  witjn  our  friend  Mr  Mitchelson,  who 
iavoured  her  so  far,  in  the  spirit  of  hospital- 
ity and  politeness ;  and  she  was  called  oat 
a  second  time  by  the  young  laird  of  Balma- 
whapple,  who,  coming  in  by  accident,  could 
not  readily  find  any  other  partner ;  but  as  the 
first  was  a  married  man,  and  the  second  paid 
no  particular  homage  to  her  charms,  wnich 
were  also  overlooked  by  the  rest  of  the  com- 
pany, she  became  dissatisfied  and  censorious. 
At  supper,  she  observed  that  the  Scotch 
gentlemen  made  a  very  good  figure,  when 
they  were  a  little  improved  by  travelling ; 
and,  therefore,  it  was  pity  they  did  not  all 
take  the  benefit  of  going  abroad.  She  said 
the  women  were  awkward,  masculine  crea- 
tures ;  that,  in  dancing,  they  lifted  their  legs 
like  so  many  colts ;  that  they  had  no  idea  of 
graceful  motion,  and  put  on  their  clothes  in 
a  frightful  manner ;  but  if  the  truth  must  be 
told,  Tabby  herself  was  the  most  ridiculous 
figure,  and  the  worst  dressed,  of  the  whole 
assembly.  The  neglect  of  the  male  sex  ren-  ^ 
dered  her  malcontent  and  peevish  ;  she  now 
found  fault  with  every  thing  at  Edinburgh, 
and  teazed  her  brother  to  leave  the  place, 
when  she  was  suddenly  reconciled  to  it  on  a 
religious  consideration.  There  is  a  sect  of 
fanatics,  who  have  separated  themselves 
from  the  established  kirkf  under  the  name  of 
seceders.  They  acknowledge  no  earthly 
head  of  the  church,  reject  lay  patronage, 
and  maintain  the  methodist  doctrines  of  Uie 
new  birth,  the  new  light,  the  efficacy  of 
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grace,  the  insufficiency  of  works,  and  the 
operations  of  the  spirit.    Mrs  Tabitha,  at-, 
tended  by  Humphry  CJ inker,  was  introduced 
to  one  of  their  conventicles,  where  they  both 
received  much  edification  ;  and  she  has  had 
the  good  fortune  to  become  acquainted  with 
a  pious  Christian,  called  Mr  Moffiit,  who  is 
very  powerful  in  prayer,  and  often  assists 
her  in  private  exercises  of  devotion. 
^    I  never  saw  such  a  concourse  of  genteel 
^  company  at  any  races  in  En^and  as  appear- 
ed on  the  course  of  Leith.    Hard  by,  in  the 
fields  called  the  Links,  the  citizens  of  Edin- 
burgh divert  themselves  at  a  game  called 
golf,  in  which  they  use  a  curious  kind  of 
bats  tipt  with  horn,  and  small  elastic  balls  of 
leather,  stuffed  with  feathers,  rather  less 
than  tennis-balls,  but  of  a  much  harder  con- 
sistence.    This  they  strike  with  such  force 
and  dexterity  from  one  hole  to  another,  that 
they  will  fly  to  an  incredible  distance.    Of 
this  diversion  the  Scotch  are  so  fond,  that, 
when  the  weather  will  permit,  you  may  see 
a  multitude  of  all  ranks,  from  the  senator  of 
justice  to  the  lowest  tradesman,  mingled  to- 
gether in  their  shirts,  and  foUewing  the  balls 
with  the  utmost  eagerness.    Among  others, 
I  was  shown  one  particular  set  of  golfers, 
the  youngest  of  whom  was  turned  of  four- 
score.   They  were  all  gentlemen  of  inde- 
pendent fortunes,   who  had  amused  them- 
selves with  this  pastime  for  the  best  part  of 
a  century,  without  having  ever  feU  the  least 
alarm  from  sickness  or  disgust ;  and  they 
never  ^ent  to  bed  without  having  each  the 
best  part  of  a  gallon  of  claret  in  his  belly. 
Such  uninterrupted  exercise,  co-operating 
with  the  keen  air  from  the  sea,  must,  without 
all  doubt,  keep  the  appetite  always  on  edse, 
and  steed  the  constitution  against  all  tbe 

L common  attacks  of  distemper. 
The  Leith  races  gave  occasion  to  another 
entertainment  of  a  very  singular  nature. 
There  is  at  Edinburgh  a  society  or  corpora- 
tion of  errand-boys  called  cadies,  who  ply  in 
the  streets  at  night  with  paper  lanterns,  and 
are  very  serviceable  in  carrying  messages. 
These  fellows,  though  shabby  in  their  appear- 
ance, and  rudely  familiar  in  their  address, 
are  wonderfully  acute,  and  so  noted  for  fidel- 
ity, that  there  is  no  instance  of  a  cadie's 
having  betrayed  his  trust.  Such  is  their  in- 
tellieence^  that  they  know  not  only  every  in- 
dividual of  the  place,  but  also  every  stranger, 
by  the  time  he  has  been  four-and-twenty 
hours  in  Edinburgh;  and  no  transaction, 
even  the  most  private,  can  escape  their  no- 
tice. They  are  particularly  famous  for  their 
dexterity  in  executing  one  of  the  functions 
of  Mercury;  though,  for  my  own  part,  I 
never  employed  them  in  this  department  of 
business.  Had  T  occasion  for  anv  service 
of  this  nature,  my  own  man,  Archy  M* Al- 
pine, is  as  well  qualified  as  e*er  a  cadie  in 
£dinburgh ;  and  I  am  much  mistaken  if  he 
has  not  been  heretofore  of  their  firatemity. 


Be  that  as  it  may,  they  resolved  to  give  a 
dinner  and  a  ball  at  Leith,  to  which  they 
formally  invited  all  the  young  noblemen  and 
gentlemen  that  were  at  the  races  ;  and  this 
invitation  was  reinforced  by  an  assurance, 
that  all  the  celebrated  ladies  of  pleasure 
would  grace  the  entertainment  with  their 
company.    I  received  a  card  on  his  occasion, 
and  went  thither  with  half  a  dozen  of  my  ac- 
quaintance.   In  a  large  hall,  the  cloth  was 
laid  on  a  long  range  of  tahles  joined  to- 
gether, and  here  the  company  seated  them- 
selves, to  the  number  of  about  fourscore, 
lords  and  lairds,  and  other  gentlemen,  court- 
ezans and  cadies,  mingled  toother,  as  the 
slaves  and  their  roasters  were  m  the  time  of 
the  Saturnalia  in  ancient  Rome.    The  toast- 
master,  who  sat  at  the  upper  end,  was  one 
Cadie  Eraser,  a  veteran  pimp,  distinguished 
for  his  humour  and  sagfacity,  well  known 
and  much  respected  in  his  profession  by  all 
the  guests,  male  and  female,  that  were  here 
assembled.     He  had  bespoke  the  dinner  and 
the  wine:  he  had  taken  care  that  all  his 
brethren  should  appear  in  decent  apparel  and 
clean  linen ;  and  he  himself  wore  a  periwig 
with  three  tails,  in  honour  of  the  festival.    I 
adsure  you  the  banquet  was  both  elegant  and 
plentiful,  and  seasoned  with  a  thousand  saU 
lies,  that  promoted  a  general  spirit  of  mirth 
and  good  humour.    Afler  the  dessert,  Mr 
Eraser  proposed  the  following  toasts,  which 
I  don*t  pretend  to  explain :    **  The  best  in 
Christendom"—"  Gibb's    contract"-—**  The 
beggar's    bennison" — ''King    and   kirk"-— 
<*  Great  Britain  and  Ireland."    Then,  filling 
a  bumper,  and  turning   to  me, — **Mester 
Malford,"  said  he,  **  may  a*  unkindness  cease 
betwixt  John  Bull  and  his  sister  Moggy." 
The  next  person  he  singled  out  was  a  noble- 
man who  had  b^en  long  abroad.  **  Ma  lord," 
cried  Eraser,  **  here  is  a  bumper  to  a'  those 
noblemen  who  have  virtue  enough  to  spend 
their  rents  in  their  ain  coontray."    He  after- 
wards addressed  himself  to  a  member  of  par- 
liament in  these  words :   **  Mester,  Pm  sure 
ye*ll  ha'  nae  objection  to  my  drinking — Dis- 
grace and  dool  to  ilka  Scot  that  sells  his  con- 
science  and  his  vote."    He  discharged  & 
third  sarcasm  at  a  person  very  gaily  dressed, 
who*  had  risen  from  small  beginnings,  and 
made  a  considerable  fortune  at  play.     Filling 
his  ^lass,  and  calling  him  by  name, — **  Lang 
life,"  said  he,  **  to  the  wylie  loon  that  gangs 
a-field  with  a  toom  poke  at  his  lunzie,  and 
comes  hame  with  a  sackfu^  o'  siller."    All 
these  toasts  being  received  with  loud  bursts 
of  applause,  Mr  Eraser  called  for  pint  glasses, 
and  filled  his  own  to  the  brim  :  then  stand- 
ing up,  and  all  his  brethren  following  his  ex- 
ample,— ^**Ma  lords  and  gentlemen,"  cried 
he,  **  here  is  a  cup  of  thanks  for  the  great 
and  undeserved  honour  you  have  done  you^ 
poor  errand-boys  this  day."    So  saying,  he 
and  they  drank  off  their  glasses  in  a  trice, 
and,  quitting  their  seats,  took  their  station, 
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each  behind  one  of  the  other  guests,  exclaim- 
ing—"Noo  we're  your  honours'  cadies 
again.'* 

The  nobleman  who  had  borne  the  first  brunt 
of  Mr  Fraser's  satire,  objected  to  his  abdica- 
tion. He  said,  as  the  company  was  assem- 
bled by  invitation  from  the  cadies,  he  ex- 
pected they  were  to  be  entertained  at  their 
expense.  "By  no  means,  my  lord,"  cried 
Fraser ;  "  I  wad  na  be  guilty  of  sic  presump- 
tion for  the  wide  warld.  I  never  affh)nted 
a  ^ntleman  since  I  was  bom ;  and  sure,  at 
this  age,  I  wonnot  offer  an  indi^ity  to  sic 
an  honourable  convention."  «  Well,"  said 
his  lordship,  <'  as  you  have  expended  some 
\vit,  you  have  a  right  to  save  your  money. 
You  have  ffiven  me  good  counsel,  and  I  take 
it  in  good  part.  Ab  you  have  voluntarily 
quitted  your  seat,  I  will  take  your  place, 
with  the  leave  of  the  good  company,  and 
think  myself  happy  to  he  hailed.  Father  of 
the  Feast."  He  was  forthwith  elected  into 
the  chair,  and  complimented  in  a  bumper  on 
his  new  character. 

The  claret  continued  to  circulate  without 
interruption,  till  the  glasses  seemed  to  dance 
upon  the  table;  and  this,  perhaps,  was  a 
hint  to  the  ladies  to  call  for  music.  At  eififht 
in  the  evening  the  ball  began  in  another 
apartment ;  at  midnight  we  went  to  supper ; 
but  it  was  broad  day  oefore  I  found  the  way 
to  my  lodgings ;  and,  no  doubt,  his  lordship 
had  a  swinging  bill  to  discharge. 

In  short,  1  have  lived  so  riotously  for  some 
weeks,  that  my  uncle  begins  to  be  alarmed 
on  the  score  of  my  constitution,  and  very 
seriously  observes,  that  all  his  own  infirmi- 
ties are  owing  to  such  excesses  indulged  in 
his  youth.  Mrs  Tabitha  says  it  would  be 
more  for  the  advantage  of  my  soul  as  well 
as  body,  if,  instead  of  frequenting  those 
scenes  of  debauchery,  I  would  accompany 
Mr  Moffat  and  her  to  hear  a  sermon  of  the 
Reverend  Mr  M'Corkendale.  Clinker  often 
exhorts  me,  with  a  groan,  to  take  care  of  my 
precious  health ;  and  even  Archy  M'Alpine, 
when  he  happens  to  be  overtaken  (which  is 
oflener  the  case  than  I  could  wish),  reads 
me  a  long  lecture  upon  temperance  and  so- 
briety ;  and  is  so  very  wise  and  sententious, 
that,  if  I  could  provide  him  with  a  profelsor'^ 
chair,  I  would  willingly  give  up  the  benefit 
of  his  admonitions  and  service  together ;  for 
I  was  tutor  sick  at  alma  mater. 

I  am  not,  however,  90  much  engrossed  by 
ttie  gaieties  of  Edinburgh,  but  that  I  find 
time  to  make  parties  in  tne  family  way.  We 
have  not  onlj^  seen  all  the  villas  and  villages 
within  ten  miles  of  the  capital,  but  we  have 
also  crossed  the  Frith,  which  is  an  arm  of 
the  sea  seven  miles  broad,  that  divides  Lo- 
thian from  the  shire,  or,  as  the  Scotch  call  it, 
the  kingdom  of  Fife,  There  is  a  number 
of  large  open  sea-boats  that  ply  on  this  pass- 
age from  Leith  to  Kinghom,  which  is  a 
borough  on  the  other  side.    In  one  of  these 


our  whole  family  embarked  three  days  ago« 
.excepting  my  sister,  who,  being  exceeding 
fei^ul  of  the  water,  was  left  to  the  care  of 
Mrs  Mitchelson.  We  had  an  easy  and  quick 
passajTO  into  Fife,  where  we  visited  a  num- 
ber of  poor  towns  on  the  sea-side,  including 
St  Andrews,  which  is  the  skeleton  of  a  vene- 
rable city  ;  but  we  were  much  better  pleased 
with  some  noble  and  elegant  seats  and  cas- 
tles, of  which  there  is  a  great  number  in  that 
part  of  Scotland.  Yesterday  we  took  boat 
again  on  our  return  to  Leith,  with  a  fair 
wind  and  agreeable  weather:  but  we  had 
not  advanced  half  wav,  when  the  sky  was 
suddenly  overcast,  ana  the  wind  changing, 
blew  directly  in  our  teeth  ;  so  that  we  were 
obliged  to  turn,  or  tack,  the  rest  of  the  way. 
In  a  word,  tho  gale  increased  to  a  storm  of 
wind  and  rain,  attended  with  such  a  fog, 
that  we  could  not  see  the  town  of  Leith,  to 
which  we  were  bound,  nor  even  the  castle 
of  Edinburgh,  notwithstanding  its  high  situa^ 
tion.  It  is  not  to  be  doubted  but  that  we 
were  all  alarmed  on  this  occasion.  And,  at 
the  same  time,  most  of  the  passengers  were 
seized  with  a'Hausea  that  produced  violent 
retchings.  My  aunt  desired  her  brother  to 
order  the  boatmen  to  put  back  to  Kinzhom, 
and  this  expedient  he  actually  proposed ;  but 
they  assured  him  there  was  no  danger.  Mrs 
Tabitha,  finding  them  obstinate,  began  to 
scold,  and  insisted  upon  my  uncle's  exertins^ 
his  authority  as  a  justice  of  the  peace.  Sick 
and  peevish  as  he  was,  he  could  qpt  help 
laughing  at  this  wise  proposal,  telling  her, 
that  his  commission  did  not  extend  so  far ; 
and,  if  it  did,  he  should  let  the  people  take 
their  own  way ;  for  he  thought  it  would  be 
great  presumption  in  him  to  direct  them  in 
the  exercise  of  their  own  profession.  Mrs 
Winifred  Jenkins  made  a  general  clearance, 
with  the  assistance  of  Mr  Humphry  Clinker, 
who  joined  her  both  in  prayer  and  ejacula- 
tion. As  he  took  it  for  granted  that  we 
should  not  be  long  in  this  world,  he  offered 
some  spiritual  consolation  to  Mrs  Tabitha, 
who  rejected  it  with  great  disgust,  bidding 
him  keep  his  sermons  for  those  who  had 
leisure  to  hear  such  nonsense.  My  uncle 
sat,  recollected  in  himself,  without  speaking ; 
my  man  Archy  had  recourse  to  a  brandy  bot- 
tle, with  which  he  made  so  free,  that  I  ima- 
gined he  had  sworn  to  die  of  drinking  any 
thing  rather  than  sea-water ;  but  the  brandy 
had  no  more  effect  upon  him  in  the  way  of  in- 
toxication, than  if  it  had  been  sea- water  in 
good  earnest.  As  for  myself,  I  was  too 
much  engrossed  by  the  sickness  at  my  sto- 
mach to  think  of  any  thing  else.  Mean- 
while the  sea  swelled  mountains  high ;  the 
boat  pitched  with  such  violence,  as  iT  it  had 
been  ^ing  to  pieces;  the  cordage  rattled, 
the  wind  roared,  the  lightning  flashed,  the 
thunder  bellowed,  and  the  rain  descended  in 
a  deluge.  Every  time  the  vessel  was  put 
about,  we  shipped  a  sea  that  drenched  vm  all 
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to  the  skin.  When,  by  dint  of  tarnioff,  we 
thought  to  have  cleared  the  pier-head,  we 
were  driven  to  leeward,  and  then  the  boat- 
men  themselves  began  to  fear  that  the  tide 
would  fail  before  we  would  fetch  up  our  lee- 
way :  the  next  trip,  however,  brought  us  into 
smooth  water,  and  we  were  safely  landed  on 
the  quay  about  one  o'clock  in  the  aflernoun. 
•*  To  be  sure,"  cried  Tabby,  when  she  found 
herself  on  terra  Jirnutt  "  we  most  all  have 
perished,  if  we  had  not  been  the  particular 
care  of  Providence."  "  Yes,"  replied  my 
uncle,  *'  but  I  am  much  of  the  honest  High- 
lander's mind:  after  he  had  made  such  a 
passage  as  this,  his  fnend  told  him  he  was 
much  indebted  to  Providence."  "  Certainly," 
said  Donald;  "but,  by  my  saul,  mon,  rse 
ne*er  trouble  Providence  again,  so  long  as 
the  brig  of  Stirling  stands."  You  must  know, 
the  brig,  or  bridge  of  Stirling,  stands  above 
twenty  miles  up  the  river  Forth,  of  which 
this  is  the  outlet.  I  don't  find  that  our 
squire  has  suffered  in  his  health  from  this 
adventure  ;  but  poor  Liddy  is  in  a  peaking 
way.  I'm  afraid  this  unfortunate  girl  is  un- 
easy in  her  mind ;  and  this  apprehension 
distracts  me,  for  she  is  really  an  amiable 
creature. 

We  shall  set  out  to  morrow,  or  next  day, 
for  Stirling  and  Glasgow :  and  we  propose 
to  penetrate  a  little  wsy  into  the  Highlands, 
before  we  turn  our  course  to  the  southward. 
In  the  mean  time,  commend  me  to  all  our 
friends  round  Carfax,  and  believe  me  to  be 
everyoiirs,  J.  MELFORD. 

Edinburgh^  August  8. 


To  Ds  Lbwis. 

I  should  be  very  ungrateful,  dear  Lewis,  if 
1  did  not  find  myself  disposed  to  think  and 
speak  favourably  of  this  people,  among  whom 
I  have  met  with  more  kindness,  hospitality, 
and  rational  entertainment,  in  a  few  weeks, 
than  ever  I  received  in  any  other  country 
during  the  whole  course  of  my  life.  Perhaps 
the  gratitude  excited  by  these  benefits  may 
intenere  with  the  impartiality  of  my  re- 
marks ;  for  a  man  is  as  apt  to  be  prepossess- 
ed by  particular  favours,  as  to  be  prejudiced 
by  private  motives  of  disgust.  If  I  am  par- 
tial, there  is  at  least  some  merit  in  my  con- 
version from  illiberal  prejudices,  which  had 
grown  up  with  my  constitution. 

The  first  impression  which  an  Englishman 
receives  in  this  country,  will  not  contribute 
to  the  removal  of  his  prejudices ;  because  he 
refers  every  thing  he  sees  to  a  comparison 
with  the  same  articles  in  his  own  country  ; 
and  this  comparison  is  unfavourable  to  Scot- 
land  in  all  its  exteriors ;  such  as  the  face  of 
the  country,  in  respect  to  cultivation,  the 
lppearanG^  of  the  bulk  of  the  people,  and 
the  language  of  conversation  in  ^neral.  I 
am  BOt  M>  fikr  convinced  bj  Mr  Lismahago's 


arguments,  but  that  1  think  the  Scotch  would 
do  well,  for  their  own  sakes,  to  adopt  the 
English  idioms  and  pronunciation  ;  those  of 
them  especially  who  are  resolved  to  push 
their  fortunes  in  South  Britain.  I  know,  by 
experience,  how  easily  an  Englishman  is  in- 
fluenced by  the  ear,  and  how  apt  he  is  to 
laugh,  when  he  hears  his  own  language 
spoken  with  a  foreign  t>r  j)rovincial  accent. 
I  have  known  a  member  of  the  house  of  com- 
mons  speak  with  great  energy  and  precision, 
without  being  able  to  engage  attention ;  be- 
cause his  observations  were  made  in  the 
Scotch  dialect,  which  (no  offence  to  Lieu- 
tenant Lismahago)  certainly  gives  a  clown- 
ish air  even  to  sentiments  of  the  greatest 
dignity  and  decorum.  I  have  declared  my 
opmion  on  this  head  to  some  of  the  most 
sensible  men  of  this  country,  observing,  at 
the  same  time,  that  if  they  would  employ  a 
few  natives  of  England  to  teach  the  pronun- 
ciation of  our  vernacular  tongue,  in  twenty 
years  there  would  be  no  difference,  in  point 
of  dialect,  between  the  youth  of  Edinburgh 
and  of  London. 

The  civil  regulations  of  this  kingdom  and 
metropolis  are  taken  from  very  different 
models  from  those  of  England,  excepting  in 
a  few  particular  establishments,  the  neces- 
sary consequences  of  the  union.  Their  col- 
lege of  justice  is  a  bench  of  great  dimity, 
filled  with  judges  of  character  and  ability.  I 
have  heard  some  causes  tried  before  this 
venerable  tribunal ;  and  was  very  much 
pleased  with  the  pleadinss  of  their  advocates, 
who  are  bv  no  means  deficient  either  in  ail- 
ment or  elocution.  The  Scottish  legislation 
is  founded,  in  a  great  measure,  on  9ie  civil 
law:  consequently,  their  proceedings  vary 
from  those  of  the  English  tribunals;  hut,  I 
think,  they  have  the  ad  vantage  of  us  in  their 
method  of  examining  witnesses  apart,  and 
in  the  constitution  of  their  jury ;  by  which 
they  certainly  avoid  the  evil  wnich  I  men- 
tioned in  my  last  fVom  Lismahago^s  obser- 
vation. 

The  university  of  Edinburgh  is  supplied 
with  excellent  professors  in  all  the  sciences ; 
and  the  medical  school,  in  particular,  is  fa- 
mous all  over  Europe.  The  students  of  this 
art  have  the  best  opportunity  of  learning  it 
to  perfection,  in  all  its  branches,  as  there 
are  different  courses  for  the  theory  of  medu 
cine,  and  the  practice  of  medicine;  for 
anatomy,  chemistry,  botany,  and  the  mafe^* 
ria  medica,  over  and  above  thoee  of  mathe" 
matics  and  experimental  philosofhy;  and 
all  these  are  given  by  men  of  distinguished 
talents.  What  renders  this  pl^rt  of  educa- 
tion still  more  complete,  is  the  advantage  of 
attending  the  infirmary,  which  is  the  best  in- 
stituted charitable  foundation  that  I  ever 
knew.  Now  we  are  talking  of  charities, 
here  are  several  hospitals,  exceedinffl}r  well 
endowed,  and  maintained  under  admirable 
re^giulations ;  and  thaae  ue  not  only  usefid. 
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but  ornamental  to  the  city.  Among  these,  I 
shall  only  mention  the  general  workhouse,  in 
which  all  the  poor,  not  otherwise  provided 
for,  are  employed,  according  to  their  differ- 
ent abilities,  with  such  judgment  and  effect, 
that  they  nearly  maintain  themselves  by  their 
labour,  and  there  is  not  a  beggar  to  be  seen 
within  the  precincts  of  this  metropolis.  It 
was  Glasgow  that  set  the  example  of  this 
establishment,  about  thirty  years  ago.  Even 
the  kirk  of  Scotland,  so  long  reproached 
with  fanaticism  and  canting,  abounds  at  pre- 
sent  with  ministers  celebrated  for  their  learn- 
ing, and  respectable  for  their  moderation. 
I  nave  heard  their  sermons  with  eoual  as- 
tonishment  and  pleasure.  The  gooa  people 
of  Edinburgh  no  longer  think  dirt  and  cob- 
webs essential  to  the  house  of  God.  Some 
of  their  churches  have  admitted  such  orna- 
ments as  would  have  excited  sedition,  even 
in  England,  a  little  more  than  a  century  ago ; 
and  psalmody  is  here  practised  and  taught 
by  a  professor  from  the  cathedral  of  Durham. 
I  should  not  be  suprised,  in  a  few  years,  to 
hear  it  accompanied  with  an  organ. 

Edinburgh  is  a  hot-bed  of  genius.  I  have 
had  the  good  fortune  to  be  made  acquainted 
with  many  authors  of  the  first  distmction ; 
such  as  the  two  Humes,  Robertson,  Smith, 
Wallace,  Blair,  Ferguson,  Wilkie,  &c.  and 
I  have  found  them  all  as  agreeable  in  con- 
versation, as  they  are  instructive  and  enter- 
taining in  their  writings.  These  acquaint- 
ances I  owe  to  the  friendship  of  Dr  Carlyle, 
who  wants  nothing  but  inclmation  to  figure 
with  the  rest  upon  paper.  The  magistracy 
of  Edinburgh  is  changed  every  year  by  elec- 
tion, and  seems  to  be  very  well  adapted  both 
for  state  and  authority.  The  lard  provost 
is  equal  in  dignity  to  the  lord  mayor  of  Lon- 
don ;  and  the  four  bailies  are  equiviuent  to 
the  rank  of  aldermen.  There  is  a  dean  of 
gvildf  who  takes  cognizance  of  mercantile 
affairs ;  a  treasurer,  a  town  clerk ;  and  the 
council  is  composed  of  deacons,  one  of  whom 
is  returned  every  year  in  rotation,  as  repre- 
*  sentative  of  every  company  of  artificers  or 
.  handicraftsmen.  Though  this  city,  from  the 
nature  of  its  situation,  can  never  be  made 
either  very  convenient  or  very  cleanly,  it 
has,  nevertheless,  an  air  of  magnificence 
that  commands  respect.  The  castle  is  an 
instance  of  the  sublime  in  site  and  archi- 
tecture. Its  fortifications  are  kept  in  good 
order,  and  there  is  always  in  it  a  garrison 
of  regular  soldiers,  which  is  relieved  every 
year ;  but  it  is  incapable  of  sustaining  a  siege 
carried  on  according  to  the  modern  opera- 
tions of  war.  The  Castle-hill,  which  extends 
from  the  outward  gate  to  the  upper  end  of 
the  High-street,  is  used  as  a  public  walk 
for  the  citizens,  and  commands  a  prospect, 
equally  extensive  and  delightful,  over  the 
county  of  Fife,  on  the  other  side  of  the  Frith, 
and  all  along  the  sea-coast,  which  is  covered 
with  a  succeMion  of  townst  that  would  80010 


to  indicate  a  considerable  share  of  com- 
merce ;  but  if  the  truth  must  be  told,  theso 
towns  have  been  fiiUing  to  decay  ever  since 
the  union,  by  which  the  Scotch  were  in  a 
great  measure  deprived  of  their  trade  with 
France.  The  palace  of  Holyroodhouse  is  a 
jewel  in  architecture,  thrust  into  a  hoUow 
where  it  cannot  be  seen ;  a  situation  which 
was  certainly  not  chosen  by  the  ingenious 
architect,  who  must  have  been  confined  to 
the  site  of  the  old  palace,  which  was  a  con- 
vent. Edinburgh  is  considerably  extended 
on  the  south  side,  where  there  are  divers 
little  elegant  squares,  built  in  the  English 
manner ;  and  the  citizens  have  planned  some 
improvements  on  the  north,  which,  when  put 
in  execution,  will  add  greatly  to  the  beauty 
and  convenience  of  this  capital. 

The  sea-port  is  Leith,  a  flourishing  town, 
about  a  mile  from  the  city,  in  the  naibour 
of  which  I  have  seen  above  one  hundred 
ships  lying  all  together.  You  must  know  I 
had  the  curiosity  to  cross  the  Frith  in  a 
passage-boat,  and  staid  two  days  in  Fife, 
which  is  remarkably  firuitful  in  corn,  and 
exhibits  a  suprising  number  of  fine  seats, 
elegantly  built,  and  magnificently  furnished. 
There  is  an  incredible  number  of  noble  hou- 
ses in  every  part  of  Scotland  that  I  have 
seen — Dalkeith,  Pinkie,  Yester,  and  Lord 
Ilopetoun's,  all  of  them  within  four  or  five 
miles  of  Edinburgh,  are  princely  palaces,  in 
every  one  of  which  a  sovereign  might  reside 
at  his  ease.  I  suppose  the  Scotch  affect 
these  monuments  of  grandeur.  If  I  may  be 
allowed  to  mingle  censure  with  my  remarks 
upon  a  people  1  revere,  I  must  observe,  that 
their  weak  side  seems  to  be  vanity.  I  am 
afraid  that  even  their  hospitality  is  not  quite 
free  of  ostentation.  I  think  I  have  discovered 
among  them  uncomnfon  pains  taken  to  dis- 
play their  fine  linen,  of  which  indeed  thdy 
nave^at  plenty,  their  furniture,  plate,  house- 
keeping, and  variety  of  wines,  in  which  article, 
it  mustbe  owned,  tuey  are  pr6fuse,  if  not  pro- 
digal. A  burgher  of  Edinburgh,  not  content 
to  vie  with  a  citizen  of  London  who  has  ten 
times  his  fortune,  must  excel  him  in  the  ex- 
pense  as  well  as  the  elegance  of  his  enter- 
tainments. 

Though  the  villas  of  the  Scotch  nobility 
and  gentry  have  generally  an  air  of  grandeur 
and  state,  I  think  their  gardens  and  parks 
are  not  comparable  to  those  of  England ;'  a 
circumstance  the  more  remarkable,  as  I  was 
told  by  the  ingenious  Mr  Philip  Miller  of 
Chelsea,  that  almost  all  the  gardeners  of 
South  Britain  were  natives  of  Scotland.  The 
verdure  of  this  country  is  not  equal  to  that 
of  England.  The  pleasure-grounds  are,  in 
ray  opinion,  not  so  well  laid  out  according 
to  the  ^enttis  loci ;  nor  are  the  lawns,  and 
walks,  and  hedges,  kept  in  such  delicate 
order.  The  trees  are  planted  •in  prudish 
rows,  which  have  not  such  an  agreeable  na- 
tural o&cty  a«  when  they  are  thrown  into 
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iiregalar  groups,  with  intervening  glades ;  and 
the  firs,  which  they  generally  raise  around 
their  houses,  look  dull  and  funereal  in  the 
summer  season.  I  must  confess,  indeed,  that 
they  yield  serviceable  timber,  and  good  shel- 
ter against  the  northern  blasts;  that  they 
grow  and  thrive  in  the  most  barren  soil,  and 
continually  perspire  a  fine  balsam  of  turpen- 
tine, which  must  render  the  air  very  salutary 
and  sanative  to  lungs  of  a  tender  texture. 

Tabby  and  I  have  been  both  frightened  in 
our  return '  by  sea  from  the  coast  of  Fife. 
She  was  afraid  of  drowning,  and  I  of  catch- 
ing cold,  in  consequence  of  being  drenched 
with  sea-water;  but  ray  fears,  as  well  as 
her's,  have  been  happily  disappointed.  She 
is  now  in  perfect  health ;  I  wish  I  could  say 
.  the  same  of  Liddy.  Something  uncommon 
*'  is  the  matter  with  that  poor  child ;  her  colour 
fades,  her  appetite  fails,  and  her  spirits  flag. 
She  has  become  moping  and  melancholy, 
and  is  often  found  in  tears.  Her  brother 
suspects  internal  uneasiness  on  account  of 
Wilson,  and  denounces  vengeance  against 
that  adventurer.  She  was,  it  seems,  strongly 
afifected  at  the  ball,  by  the  sudden  appear- 
ance of  one  Mr  Gordon,  who  strongly  resem- 
bles the  said  Wilson ;  but  I  am  rather  suspi-. 
cious  that  she  caught  cold  by  beinsf  over- 
heated with  dancing.  I  have  consulted  Dr 
Gregory,  an  eminent  physician,  of  an  amiable 
character,  who  advices  the  Highland  air,  and 
the  use  of  goat-milk  whey,  which  surely  can- 
not have  a  bad  effect  upon  a  patient  who  was 
born  and  bred  among  the  mountains  of  Wales. 
The  doctor's  opinion  is  the  more  agreeable, 
as  we  shall  find  those  remedies  in  the  very 
place  which  I  proposed  as  the  utmost  extent 
of  our  expedition — I  mean  the  borders  of 
Areyll. 

Sir  Smollett,  one  of  the  judges  of  the  com- 
missary-court,  which  is  now  sitting,  has  very 
kindly  insisted  upon  our  lodging  at  his  coun- 
tiy-house,  on  the  banks  of  Loch  Lomond, 
about  fourteen  miles  beyond  Glasgow.  For 
this  last  city  we  shall  set  out  in  two  days, 
and  take  Stirling  in  our  way,  well  provided 
with  recommendations  from  our  friends  at 
Edinburgh,  whom,  I  protest,  I  shall  leave 
with  much  re^t.  I  am  so  far  from  thinking 
it  any  hardship  to  live  in  this  country,  that, 
if  I  was  obliged  to  lead  a  town-life,  Edin- 
burgh would  certainly  be  the  head-quarters 
of  yours  always, 

MATT.  BRAMBLE. 

Edinburgh^  August  8. 


To  Sir  Watkin  Phillips,  Bart,  of  Jksus 

COLLBOK,  OXON. 

Dbar  Knioht, — ^I  am  now  a  little  short 
of  the  ultima  Thule,  if  this  appellation  pro- 
perly belongs  to  the  Orkneys  or  Hebrides. 
These  last  are  now  lying  before  me,  to  the 
•mount  of  some  hundreds,  scattered  up  and 


down  the  Deucaledonian  sea,  afibrding  the 
most  picturesque  and  romantic  prospect  I 
ever  beheld.  I  write  this  letter  in  a  gentle- 
man's house,  near  the  town  of  Inveraray, 
which  may  be  deemed  the  capital  of  the 
West  Highlands,  famous  for  nothin?  so  much 
as  for  the  stately  castle  begun  and  actually 
covered  in  by  the  late  duke  of  Argyll,  at  a 
prodigious  expense.  Whether  it  will  ever 
be  completely  finished  is  a  question. 

But,  to  take  things  in  order.  We  left 
Edinburgh  ten  days  ago — and  the  farther 
north  we  proceed,  we  find  Mrs  Tabitba  the 
less  manageable;  so  that  her  inclinations 
are  not  of  the  nature  of  the  loadstone — they 
point  not  towards  the  pole.  What  made 
her  leave  Edinburgh  with  reluctance  at  last, 
if  we  may  believe  her  own  assertions,  was  a 
dispute  which  she  left  unfinished  with  Mr 
Moffat,  touching  the  eternity  of  hell  torments. 
That  gentleman,  as  he  advanced  in  years, 
began  to  be  sceptical  on  this  head,  till  at 
length  he  declared  open  war  against  the 
common  acceptation  of  the  word  eternal. 
He  is  now  persuaded  that  eternal  signifies 
no  more  than  an  indefinite  number  of  years ; 
and  that  the  most  enormous  sinner  may  be 
quit  for  nine  millions  nine  hundred  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  ninety-nine  years  of  helU 
fire ;  which  term  or  period,  as  he  very  well 
observes,  forms  but  an  inconsiderable  drop, 
as  it  were,  in  the  ocean  pf  eternity.  For 
this  mitigation  he  contends,  as  a  system 
agreeable  to  the  ideas  of  goodness  and  mercy 
which  we  annex  to  the  Supreme  Being. 
Our  aunt  seemed  willing  to  adopt  this  doc- 
trine in  favour  of  the  wicked :  but  he  hinted, 
that  no  person  whatever  was  so  righteous  as 
to  be  exempted  entirely  from  pui^ishment  in 
a  future  state;  and  that  the  most  pious  Chris- 
tian upon  earth  might  think  himself  very 
happy  to  get  ofiT  for  a  fast  of  seven  or  ei^ht 
thousand  years  in  the  midst  of  fire  and  brim- 
stone. Mrs  Tabitha  revolted  at  this  doma, 
which  filled  her  at  once  with  horror  and  in- 
dignation. She  had  recourse  to  the  opinion 
of  Humphry  Clinker,  who  roundly  declared 
it  was  the  popish  doctrine  of  purgatory,  and 
quoted  scripture  in  defence  of  the  fire  ever^ 
lasting  prepared  for  the  devil  and  his  an* 
gels.  Tne  Reverend  Mr  M'Corkendale,  and 
all  the  theologists  and  saints  of  that  persua- 
sion, were  consulted,  and  some  of  them  had 
doubts  about  the  matter,  which  doubts  and 
scruples  had  begun  to  infect  our  aunt  when 
we  took  our  departure  from  Edinburgh. 

We  passed  through  Linlithgow,  where 
there  was  an  elegant  royal  palace,  which  is 
now  gone  to  decay,  as  well  as  the  town 
itself.  This  too  is  pretty  much  the  case  with 
Stirling,  though  it  still  boasts  of  a  fine  old 
castle,  in  which  the  kings  of  Scotland  were 
wont  to  reside  in  their  minority.  But  Glaeu 
gow  is  the  pride  of  Scotland,  and  indeed  it 
might  very  well  pass  for  an  elegant  and 
flourishing  city  in  any  part  of  Christeudom. 
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There  we  had  the  ffood  fortune  to  be  received 
into  the  house  of  Mr  Moore,  an  eminent 
auigeon,  to  whom  we  were  recommended  by 
one  of  our  friends  at  Edinburgh ;  and  truly 
he  could  not  have  done  us  more  essential 
service.  Mr  Moore  is  a  merry,  facetious  com- 
panion, sensible  and  shrewd,  with  a  consi- 
derable fund  of  humour ;  and  his  wife  an 
agreeable  woman,  well  bred,  kind  and  ob- 
liging' Kindness,  which  I  take  to  be  the 
essence  of  good  nature  and  humanity,  is  the 
distinguishing  characteristic  of  the  Scotch 
ladies  in  their  own  country.  Our  landlord 
showed  us  every  thing,  and  introduced  us  to 
all  the  world  at  Glasgow,  where,  through  his 
recommendation,  we  were  complimentea  with 
the  freedom  of  the  town.  Considering  the 
trade  and  opulence  of  this  place,  it  cannot  but 
abound  with  gaiety  and  diversions.  Here 
is  a  great  number  of  young  fellows  that  rival 
the  youth  of  the  capital  in  spirit  and  ex- 
pence  :  and  I  was  soon  convinced,  that  all 
the  female  beauties  of  Scotland  were  not 
assembled  at  the  hunters'  ball  in  Edinburgh. 
The  town  of  Glasgow  flourishes  in  learning, 
as  well  as  in  commerce.  .  Here  *is  an  uni- 
versity, with  professors  in  all  the  different 
branches  of  science,  liberally  endowed,  and 
judiciously  chosen.  It  was  vacation  time 
when  I  passed,  so  that  I  could  not  entirely 
satisfy  my  curiosity ;  but  their  mode  of  edu- 
cation is  certainly  preferable  to  ours  in  some 
respects.  The  students  are  not  left  to  the 
private  instruction  of  tutors,  but  taught  in 
public  schools  or  classes,  each  science  by 
Its  particular  professor  or  regent. 

My  uncle  is  in  raptures  with  Glasgow. 
He  not  only  visited  all  the  manufactories  of 
the  place,  but  made  excursions  all  round,  to 
Hamilton,  Paisley,  Renfrew,  and  every  otlver 
place  within  a  dozen  miles,  where  there  was 
any  thin^  remarkable  to  be  seen  in  art  or  na- 
ture. I  oelieve  the  exercise  occasioned  by 
these  jaunts  was  of  service  to  my  sister 
Liddy,  whose  appetite  and  spirits  begm  to  re- 
vive. Mrs  Tabitha  displayed  her  attractions 
as  usual,  and  actually  believed  she  had  entan- 
gled one  Mr  M'Clellan,  a  rich  inkle  manufac- 
turer, in  her  snares  ;  but  when  matters  came 
to  an  explanation,  it  appeared  that  his  attach- 
ment was  altogether  spiritual,  founded  upon 
an  intercourse  of  devotion  at  the  meeting  of 
Mr  John  Wesley,  who,  in  the  course  of  his 
evangelical  mission,  had  come  hither  in  per- 
son. At  length  we  set  out  for  the  banks  of 
Loch  Lomond,  passing  through  the  little 
borough  of  Dumbarton,  or  (as  my  uncle 
will  have  it)  Dunbritton,  where  there  is  a 
castle  more  curious  than  any  thing  of  the 
kind  1  had  ever  seen.  It  is  honoured  with  a 
particular  description  by  the  elegant  Bu- 
chanan, as  an  arx  inejcpugnabilis ;  and,  in- 
deed, it  must  have  been  impregnable  by  the 
ancient  manner  of  besieging.  It  is  a  rock 
of  considerable  extent,  rising  with  a  double 
top,  in  an  angle  formed  by  the  confluence  of 


two  rivers,  the  Clyde  and  the  Leven,  perpen« 
dicular  and  inaccessible  on  all  sides,  except 
in  one  place,  where  the  entrance  is  fortified ; 
and  there  is  no  rising  ground  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood from  whence  it  could  be  damaged 
by  any  kind  of  battery.  From  Dumbarton  the 
West  Highlands  appear  in  the  form  of  huge 
dusky  mountains,  piled  one  over  another; 
but  this  prospect  is  not  at  all  surprising  to  a 
native  of  Glamorgan.  We  have  fixed  our 
head-quarters  at  Cameron,  a  very  neat  coun- 
try-house, belonging  to  Commissary  Smol- 
lett, where  we  found  every  sort  of  accommo- 
dation we  could  desire.  It  is  situated  like  a 
Druid *s  temple,  in  a  grove  of  oak,  close  by 
the  side  of  Loch  {iomond,  which  is  a  sur 
prising  body  of  pure  transparent  water,  uc 
&thomably  deep  in  many  places,  six  or  seven 
miles  broad,  four-and-twenty  miles  in  length, 
displaying  above  twenty  green  islands,  cover- 
ed with  wood,  some  of  them  cultivated  for 
com,  and  manv  of  them  stocked  with  red 
deer.  They  belong  to  different  gentlemen, 
whose  seats  are  scattered  alon?  the  banks 
of  the  lake,  which  are  agreeably  romantic 
beyond  all  conception.  My  uncle  and  I  had 
left  the  women  at  Cameron,  as  Mrs  Tabitha 
.would  by  no  means  trust  herself  again  upon 
the  water,  and,  to  come  hither  it  was  necee- 
saiy  to  cross  a  small  inlet  of  the  sea  in  an 
open  ferry-boat.  This  country  appears  more 
and  more  wild  and  savage  the  farther  we  ad- 
vance ;  and  the  people  are  as  different  from 
the  Lowland  Scotch,  in  their  looks,  ffarb  and 
language,  as  the  mountaineers  of  Brecnock 
are  from  the  inhabitants  of  Herefordshire. 

When  the  Lowlanders  want  to  drink  a 
cheer-uppin^  cup,  they  go  to  the  public 
house,  called  the  change-house,  and  call  for 
a  copin  of  twopenny,  which  is  a  thin  yeasty 
beverage,  made  of  malt,  not  quite  so  strong 
as  the  table-beer  of  England.  This  is  brought 
in  a  pewter  stoup,  shaped  like  a  skitUe, 
from  whence  it  is  emptied  into  a  quaff,  that 
is,  a  curious  cup  made  of  different  pieces  of 
wood,  such  as  box  and -ebony,  cut  into  little 
staves,  joined  alternately,  and  secured  with 
delicate  hoops,  having  two  ears  or  handles. 
It  holds  about  a  gill,  is  sometimes  tipt  round 
the  mouth  with  sUver,  and  has  a  plate  of  the 
same  metal  at  the  bottom,  with  the  landlord's 
cypher  engraved.  The  Highlanders,  on  the 
contrarv,  despise  this  liquor,  and  regale 
themselves  with  whisky,  a  malt  spirit,  as 
strong  as  geneva,  which  they  swallow  in 
great  quantities,  without  any  signs  of  ine- 
briation. Thev  are  used  to  it  from  their 
cradle,  and  find  it  an  excellent  preservative 
against  the  winter  cold,  which  must  be  ex- 
treme  on  these  mountains.  I  am  told  that  it 
is  given  with  great  success  to  infants,  as  a 
coniial,  in  the  confluent  smallpox,  when  the 
eruptions  seems  to  flag,  and  the  symptoms 
grow  unfavourable.  The  Highlanders  are 
used  to  eat  much  more  animal  food  than 
falls  to  the  share  of  4heir  neighboiin  io  Uw 
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low  country.  They  delight  in  4iunting-— have 
plenty  of  deer  and  other  game,  with  a  great 
number  of  sheep,  goats,  and  black  cattle, 
running  wild,  which  they  scruple  not  to  kill 
as  venison,  without  being  at  much  pains  to 
ascertain  the  property. 

Inveraray  is  but  a  poor  town,  though  it 
stands  immediately  under  the  protection  of 
the  Duke  of  Argyll,  who  is  a  mighty  prince 
in  this  part  of  Scotland.  The  peasants  live 
in  wretched  cabins,  and  seem  very  poor ;  but 
the  gentlemen  are  tolerably  well  lodged,  and 
so  loying  to  strangers,  that  a  man  runs  some 
risk  of  his  life  from  their  hospitality.  It  must 
be  observed,  that  the  poor  Highlanders  are 
now  seen  to  disadvantage.  The)r  have  been 
not  only  disarmed  by  act  of  parliament,  but 
also  deprived  of  their  ancient  garb,  which  was 
both  graceful  add  convenient ;  and,  what  is 
a  greater  hardship  still,  they  are  compelled 
to  wear  breeches — a  restraint  which  they 
cannot  bear  with  any  degree  of  patience : 
indeed,  the  majority  wear  them,  not  in  the 
proper  place,  but  on  poles,  or  long  staves, 
over  their  shoulders.  Thev  are  even  debar- 
red  the  use  of  their  striped  stuff,  called  tar- 
tan, which  was  their  own  manufacture, 
prized  by  them  above  all  the  velvets,  bro- 
cades, and  tissues  of  Europe  and  Asia.  They 
now  lounge  along  in  loose  great  coats,  of 
coarse  russet,  equally  mean  and  cumber- 
some,  and  betray  manifest  marks  of  dejec- 
tion. Certain  it  is,  the  government  could 
not  have  taken  a  more  effectual  method  to 
break  their  national  spirit. 

We  have  had  princely  sport  in  hunting  the 
stag  on  these  mountains:  these  are  the 
lonely  hills  of  Morven,  where  Fingal  and  his 
heroes  enjoyed  the  same  pastime.  I  feel  an 
enthusiastic  pleasure  when  1  survey  the 
brown  heath  that  Ossian  wont  to  tread,  and 
hear  the  wind  whistle  through  the  bendincr 
grass.  When  I  enter  our  landlord's  hall,  I 
look  for  the  suspended  harp  of  that  divine 
bard,  and  li^^en  in  hopes  of  hearing  the 
aerial  sound  of  his  respected  spirit.  The 
poems  of  Ossian  are  in  every  mouth.  A  fa- 
mous antiquarian  of  this  country,  the  laird 
of  MTarlane,  at  whose  house  we  dined  a 
few  days  ago,  can  repeat  them  all  in  the 
original  Gaelic,  which  has  a  great  affinity  to 
the  Welsh,  not  only  in  the  general  sound, 
but  also  in  a  great  number  of  radical  words  ; 
and  I  make  no  doubt  but  that  they  are  both 
sprung  from  the  same  ori^n.  I  was  not  a 
little  surprised,  when  askmg  a  Highlander 
one  day,  if  he  knew  where  we  should  find 
any  game?  he  replied,  **Huni€l  Sassenagh" 
which  signifies,  no  English ;  the  very  same 
answer  1  should  have  received  from  a  Welsh- 
man, and  almost  in  the  same  words.  The 
HighFanders  have  no  other  name  for  the 
people  of  the  low  country  but  Sassenagh,  or 
Saxons  ;  a  strong  presumption  that  the  Low- 
land  Scotch  and  the  English  are  derived 
from  the  same  stock.  The  peasants  of  these 
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hills  strongly  resemble  those  of  Wales  in 
their  looks,  their  manners  and  habitations; 
every  thing  I  see,  and  hear,  and  feeU  seems 
Welsh.  The  mountains,  vales  and  streams, 
the  air  and  climate,  the  beef,  mutton  and 

fame,  are  all  Welsh.  It  must  be  owned, 
owever,  that  this  people  are  better  provided 
than  we  are  in  some  articles ;  they  have 
plenty  of  red  deer  and  roebuck,  which  are 
fat  and  delicious  at  this  season  of  the  year ; 
their  sea  teems  with  amazing  quantities  of 
the  finest  fish  in  the  world  ;  and  they  find 
means  to.  procure  very  good  claret  at  a  very 
small  expense. 

Qur  landlord  is  a  man  of  consequence  in 
this  part  of  the  country  :  a  cadet  from  the 
family  of  Argyll,  and  hereditary  captain  of 
one  of  his  castles.     His  name,  in  plain  En- 
glish, is  Dougal  Campbell ;  but  a»  there  are 
a  great  number  of  the  same  appellation,  they 
are  distinguished  (like  the  Welsh)  by  patro. 
nymics ;  and  as  I  have  known  an  ancient 
firiton  called  Madoc  ap-Morgan,  ap-Jenkin, 
ap-Jones,  our  Highland  chief  designs  him- 
self Dou'l  Mac-Amish,  Mac-'Oul    Ich-Ian, 
signifying,  Dougal,  the  son  of  James,  the 
son  of  Dougal,  the  son  of  John.    He  has 
travelled  in  the  course  of  his  education,  and 
is  disposed  to  make  certain  alterations  in 
his  domestic  economy  ;  but  he  finds  it  im- 
possible to  abolish  the  ancient  customs  of 
the  family,  some  of  which  are  ludicroufl 
enough.    His  piper,  for  example,  who  is  an 
hereditary  officer  of  the  household,  will  not 
part  with  the  least  particle  of  his  privile^s. 
He  has  a  right  to  wear  the  kilt,  or  ancient 
Highland  dress,  with  the  purse,  pistol,  and 
dirk;   a  broad  yellow  ribbon,  fixed  to  the 
c haunter-pipe,  is  thrown  over  his  shoulders, 
and  trails  along  the  ground,  while  he  per- 
forms the  functions  of  his  minstrelsy ;  and 
this,  I  suppose,  is  analogous  to  the  pennon, 
or  flag,  which  was  formerly  carried  before 
every  knight  in  battle.    He  plays  before  the 
laird  every  Sunday  in  his  way  to  the  kirk, 
which  he  circles  three  times,  performing  the 
family  march,  which  implies  defiance  to  all 
the  enemies  of  the  clan ;  and  every  morning 
he  plays  a  full  hour  by  the  clock  in  the  great 
hall,  marching  backwards  and  forwards  all 
the  time,  with  a  solemn  pace,  attended  by 
the  laird's  kinsmen,  who  seem  much   de- 
lighted with  the  music.    In  this  exercise,  he 
indulges  them  with  a  number  of  pibrachs  or 
airs,  suited  to  the  different  passions  which  he 
would  either  excite  or  assuage. 

Mr  Campbell  himself,  who  performs  very 
well  on  the  violin,  has  an  invincible  antipa- 
thy to  the  sound  of  the  Highland  bagpipe, 
which  sings  in  the  nose  with  a  most  luarm- 
ing  twang,  and  indeed  is  quite  intolerable  to 
ears  of  common  sensibility,  when  aggrava- 
ted by  the  echo  of  a  vaulted  hall ;  he  there- 
fore be^r^d  the  piper  would  have  some  mercy 
upon  him,  and  dispense  with  this  part  of  the 
morning  service.     A  consultation  of  the 
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cl&n  being  held  on  this  occasion,  it  was  una- 
nimously agreed  that  the  laird's  request  could 
not  be  granted,  without  dangerous  encroach, 
ments  upon  the  customs  of  the  (amily.  The 
piper  declared,  he  could  not  give  up  for  a 
moment  the  privilege  he  derived  from  his 
ancestors ;  nor  would  the  laird's  relations 
forego  an  entertainment  which  they  valued 
above  all  other.  There  was  no  remedy ;  Mr 
Campbell,  being  obliged  to  acquiesce,  is  fain 
to  stop  his  ears  with  cotton,  to  fortify  his 
head  with  three  or  four  night-caps,  and  every 
morning  retire  into  the  penetralia  qf  his  hah- 
itation  in  order  to  avoid  this  diurnal  annoy- 
ance. When  the  music  ceases,  he  produces 
himself  at  an  open  window  that  looks  into 
the  court-yard,  which  is  by  this  time  filled 
with  a  crowd  of  his  vassals  and  dependents, 
who  worship  his  first  appearance,  by  uncov- 
ering their  heads,  and  bowing  to  the  earth 
with  the  most  humble  prostration.  As  all 
these  people  have  something  to  communicate 
in  the  way  of  proposal,  complaint,  or  peti- 
tion, they  wait  patiently  till  the  laird  comes 
forth,  and,  following  him  in  his  walks,  are 
ftivoured  each  with  a  short  audience  in  his 
turn.  Two  days  ago  he  dispatched  above  an 
hundred  different  solicitors,  in  walking  with 
us  to  the  house  of  a  neighbouring  gent&man, 
where  we  dined  by  invitation.  Our  landlord's 
house-keeping  is  equally  rough  and  hospita- 
ble, and  savours  much  of  the  simplicity  of 
ancient  times.  The  great  hall,  paved  with 
flat  stones,  is  about  forty-five  feet  by  twenty, 
two,  and  serves  not  only  for  a  dining-room, 
but  also  for  a  bed-chamber  to  gentlemen 
dependents  and  hangors-on  of  the  family. 
At  night,  half  a  dozen  occasional  beds  are 
ranged  on  each  side  along  the  wall.  These 
are  made  of  fresh  heath,  pulled  up  by  the 
roots,  and  disposed  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
make  a  very  agreeable  couch,  where  thev  lie 
without  any  other  covering  than  the  plaid. 
My  uncle  and  I  were  indulged  with  separate 
chambers  and  down-beds,  which  we  begged 
to  exchange  for  a  layer  of  heath  ;  and,  in- 
deed, I  never  slept  so  much  to  my  satisfac- 
tion. It  was  not  only  soft  and  elastic,  but 
the  plant,  being  in  fiower,  diffused  an  agree- 
able fragrance,  which  is  wonderfiiUy  re&sh- 
in^and  restorative. 

Yesterday  we  were  invited  to  the  funeral 
of  an  old  lady,  the  grandmother  of  a  gentle- 
man in  this  neighbourhood,  and  found  our- 
selves in  the  midst  of  fifty  people,  who  were 
regaled  with  a  sumptuous  feast,  accompa- 
nied by  the  music  of  a  dozen  pipers.  In 
short,  this  meeting  had  all  the  air  of  a  grand 
festival ;  and  the  guests  did  such  honour  to 
the  entertainment,  that  many  of  them  could 
not  stand  when  they  were  reminded  of  the 
business  on  which  we  had  met.  The  com- 
pany forthwith  taking  horse,  rode  in  a  very 
irregular  cavalci^de  to  the  place  of  interment, 
a  church,  at  the  distance  of  two  long  miles 
firom  the  castle.    On  our  arrivalf  however, 


we  found  we  had  committed  a  small  over* 
sight  in  leaving  the  corpse  behind  ;  so  that 
we  were  obliged  to  wheel  about,  and  met 
the  old  gentlewoman  half-way,  carried  upon 
poles  by  the  nearest  relations  of  her  family^ 
and  attended  by  the  coronach,  composed  of 
a  multitude  of  old  hags,  who  tore  their  hair, 
beat  their  breasts,  and  howled  most  hideous, 
ly.  At  the  grave,  the  orator,  or  9enachief 
pronounced  the  panegyric  of  the  defunct* 
every  period  being  confirmed  by  a  yell  of  the 
coronach.  The  body  was  committed  to  the 
earth,  the  pipers  playing  a  pibroch  all  the 
time,  and  all  the  company  standing  uncov* 
ered.  The  ceremony  was  closed  with  the 
discharge  of  pistols ;  then  we  returned  to 
the  casue,  resumed  the  bottle,  and  by  mid- 
night there  was  not  a  sober  person  in  the 
family,  the  females  excepted.  The  squire 
and  I  were,  with  'aome  difficulty,  permitted 
to  retire  with  the  landlord  in  the  evening ; 
but  our  entertainer  was  a  little  chagrined 
at  our  retreat,  and  afterwards  seemed  to 
think  it  a  disparagement  to  his  family  that 
not  above  an  hundred  gallons  of  whiskey  had 
been  drank  upon  such  a  solemn  occasion. 
This  morning  we  got  up  by  four,  to  hunt  the 
roebuck,  ana  in  half  an  hour  found  breakfast 
ready  served  in  the  hall.  The  hunters  con- 
sisted  of  Sir  George  Colquhoun  and  me,  as 
strangers  (my  unde  not  choosing  to  be  of 
the  party),  of  the  laird  in  person,  the  laird^s 
brother,  the  laird's  brother* 9  son,  the  lairds 
sister's  son,  the  laird's  father's  brother's 
son,  and  all  their  foster-brothers,  who  are 
counted  part  of  the  family ;  but  we  were  at- 
tended by  an  infinite  number  of  gaellys,  or 
ragged  Highlanders,  without  shoes  or  stock* 
ings. 

The  following  articles  formed  our  morn- 
ing's repast :— one  kit  of  boiled  eggs ;  a  se- 
cond,  full  of  butter ;  a  third,  full  of  cream ; 
an  entire  cheese,  made  of  goat's  milk ;  & 
large  earthen  pot  full  of  honey ;  the  best  part 
of  a  ham  ;  a  cold  venison  pasty ;  a  bushel  of 
oatmeal  made  in  thin  cakes  and  bannocks^ 
with  a  small  wheaten  loaf  in  the  middle  for 
the  strangers ;  a  large  stone  bottle  full  of  whis- 
key, anoUier  of  brandy,  and  a  kilderkin  of  ale. 
There  was  a  ladle  chained  to  the  cream  kit, 
with  curious  wooden  bickers,  to  be  filled  from 
this  reservoir.  The  spirits  were  drank  out 
of  a  silver  quaff,  and  the  ale  out  of  horns. 
Great  justice  was  done  to  the  collation  by 
the  guests  in  general ;  one  of  them,  in  par- 
ticular,  ate  above  two  dozen  of  hard  eggs, 
with  a  proportionable  quantity  of  bread,  but- 
ter and  honey ;  nor  was  one  drop  of  liquor 
left  upon  the  board.  Finally,  a  large  roll  of 
tobacco  was  presented  by  way  of  dessert, 
and  every  individual  took  a  comfortable 
quid,  to  prevent  the  bad  effects  of  the  morn- 
ing air.  We  had  a  fine  chase  over  the  mount- 
ains after  a  roebuck,  which  we  killed,  and  I 
got  home  time  enough  to  drink  tea  with  Mrs 
I  Campbell  and  our  squire.     To-morrow  we 
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shall  set  out  on  our  return  for  Cameron. 
We  propose  to  cross  the  frith  of  Clyde,  and 
take  the  towns  of  Ghreenock  and  Port  Glas- 
gow in  our  way.  This  circuit  beinff  finished, 
we  shall  turn  our  faces  to  the  south,  and  fol- 
low the  sun  with  aug^mented  velocity,  in 
order  to  enjoy  the  rest  of  the  autumn  in  En- 
gland, where  Boreas  is  not  quite  so  biting  as 
he  begins  already  to  be  on  the  tops  of  these 
northern  hills.  But  our  progress  from  place 
to  place  shall  continue  to  be  specified  in  these 
detached  journals  of^  yours  always, 

J.  MELFORD. 
ArgylUktrCf  8ept,  3. 


To  Ds  Lewis. 

DiAm  Dick, — ^Aboot  a  fortnight  is  now 
elapsed  since  we  left  the  capital  of  Scotland, 
directing  our  course  towards  Stirling,  where 
we  lay.  The  castle  of  this  place  is  such  an- 
other as  that  of  Edinburgh,  and  affords  a  sur- 
prising prospect  of  the  windings  of  the  river 
Forth,  whicn  are  so  extraordinary,  that  the 
distance  from  hence  to  Alloa  by  land  is  but 
four  miles,  and  by  water  it  is  twenty-four. 
Alloa  is  a  neat  thriving  town,  that  depends 
in  a  great  measure  on  the  commerce  of  Glas- 
gow, the  merchants  of  which  send  hither  to- 
bacco  and  other  articles,  to  be  deposited  in 
warehouses  for  exportation  from  the  Frith 
of  Forth.  In  our  way  hither  we  visited  a 
fiourishing  iron- work,  where,  instead  of  burn- 
ing wood,  they  use  coal,  which  they  have 
the  art  of  clearing  in  such  a  manner  as  frees 
it  from  the  sulphur,  that  would  otherwise 
render  the  metal  too  brittle  for  working.  Ex- 
cellent coal  is  found  in  almost  every  part  of 
Scotland. 

The  soil  of  this  district  produces  scarce, 
any  other  grain  but  oats  and  barley,  perhaps 
because  it  is  poorly  cultivated,  and  almost 
altogether  uninclosed.  The  few  inclosures 
they  have  consist  of  paltir  walls  of  loose 
stones  gathered  from  the  fields,  which  indeed 
they  cover,  as  if  they  had  been  scattered  on 
purpose.  When  I  expressed  my  surprise 
that  the  peasants  did  not  disencumber  their 
grounds  of  these  stones,  a  gentleman,  well 
acquainted  with  tho  theory  as  well  as  prac- 
tice of  farming,  assured  me,  that  the  stones, 
far  from  being  prejudicial,  were  serviceable 
to  the  crop.  This  philosopher  had  ordered 
a  field  of  his  own  to  be  cleared,  manured, 
and  sown  with  bariey,  and  the  produce  was 
more  scanty  than  before.  He  caused  the 
stones  to  be  replaced,  and  next  year  the  crop 
was  as  good  as  ever.  The  stones  were  re- 
moved a  second  time,  and  the  harvest  failed ; 
they  were  again  brought  back,  and  the  ground 
retrieved  its  fertility.  The  same  experiment 
has  been  tried  in  difierent  parts  of  Scotland 
with  the  same  success.  Astonished  at  this 
information,  I  desired  to  know  in  what  man- 
ner he  accounted  for  this  strange  phenome- 


non ;  and  he  said,  there  were  three  ways  in 
which  the  stones  might  be  serviceable.  They 
might  possibly  restrain  an  excess  in  the  per- 
spiration of  the  earth,  analogous  to  colliqua- 
tive sweats,  by  which  the  human  body  is 
sometimes  wasted  and  consumed.  They 
might  act  ^s  so  many  fences  to  protect  the 
tender  blade  from  the  piercing  winds  of  the 
spring ;  or,  by  multiplying  the  reflection  of 
the  sun,  they  might  increase  the  warmth,  so 
as  to  mitigate  the  natural  chill  n ess  of  the 
soil  and  climate.  But  surely  this  excessive 
perspiration  might  be  more  enectually  check- 
ed by  different  kinds  of  manure,  such  as 
ashes,  lime,  chalk,  or  marl,  of  which  last  it 
seems  there  are  many  pits  in  this  kingdom. 
As  for  the  warmth,  it  would  be  much  more 
equally  obtained  hj  inclosures ;  one  half  of 
the  ground  which  is  now  covered  would  be 
retrieved,  the  cultivation  would  require  less 
labour,  and  the  ploughs,  harrows  and  horses 
would  not  suffer  half  the  damage  which  they 
now  sustain. 

These  north-western  parts  are  by  no  means 
fertile  in  corn.  The  ground  is  naturally  bar- 
ren and  moorish.  The  peasants  are  poorly 
lodged,  meagre  in  their  looks,  mean  in  their 
apparel  and  remarkably  dirty.  This  last  re- 
proach they  might  easily  wash  off,  by  means 
of  those  lakes,  rivers  and  rivulets  of  pure 
water,  with  which  they  are  so  liberally  sup- 
plied  by  nature.  Agriculture  cannot  be  ex- 
pected to  flourish  where  the  farms  are  small, 
the  leases  short,  and  the  husbandmtm  begins 
upon  a  rack-rent  without  a  sufficient  stock  to 
answer  the  purposes  of  improvement.  The 
granaries  of  Scotland  are  the  banks  of  the 
Tweed,  the  counties  of  East  and  Mid  Lo- 
thian,  the  Carse  of  Gowrie,  in  Perthshire, 
equal  in  fertility  to  any  part  of  England,  and 
some  tracks  in  Aberdeenshire  and  Morav, 
where  I  am  told  the  harvest  is  more  early 
than  in  Northumberland,  although  they  lie 
above  two  degrees  farther  north.  I  have 
a  strong  curiosity  to  visit  many  places  be- 
yond tl^  Forth  and  the  Tay,  such  as  Perth, 
Dundee,  Montrose,  and  Aberdeeur  which  are 
towns  equally  elegant  and  thriving ;  but  the 
season  is  too  flu*  advanced  to  admit  of  this 
addition  to  my  original  plan. 

I  am  so  far  happy  as  to  have  seen  Glas- 
gow, which,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection 
and  judgment,  is  one  of  the  prettiest  towns 
in  £urope ;  and,  without  ail  doubt,  it  is 
one  of  the  most  flourishinfi^  Id  Great  Bri- 
tain. In  short,  it  is  a  peifect  bee-hive  in 
point  of  industry.  It  stands  partly  on  a 
gentle  declivity;  but  the  greatest  part  of 
It  is  in  a  plain,  watered  by  the  river  Clyde. 
The  streets  are  straight,  open,  airy  and  well 
paved ;  and  the  houses  lofty  and  well  built, 
of  hewn  stone.  At  the  upper  end  of  the 
town  there  is  a  venerable  cathedral,  that 
may  be  compared  with  York-minster  or 
Westminster ;  and,  about  the  middle  of  the 
descent  from  this  to  the  cross,  is  the  college* 


420 


SMOLLETT'S  SELECT  WORKS 


a  respectable  pile  of  buildiog,  with  all  man. 
ner  of  accommodation  for  the  professorB  and 
students,  including  an  elegant  library,  and  an 
observatory  well  provided  with  astronomical 
instruments.  The  number  of  inhabitants  is 
said  to  amount  to  thirty  thousand ;  and 
marks  of  opulence  and  independency  appear 
in  every  quarter  of  this  commercial  city, 
which,  however,  is  not  without  its  inconve- 
niences and  defects.  The  water  of  their  pub- 
lie  pumps  is  generally  hard  and  brackish,  an 
imperfection  the  less  excusable,  as  the  river 
Clyde  runs  by  their  doors,  in  the  lower  part 
of  the  town ;  and.  there  are  rivulets  and 
springs  above  the  cathedral,  sufficient  to  fill 
a  large  reser\'oir  with  excellent  water,  which 
might  be  thence  distributed  to  all  the  different 
parts  of  the  city.  It  is  of  more  conse- 
quence to  consult  the  health  of  the  inhabit- 
ants in  this  article  than  to  employ  so  much 
attention  in  beautifying  their  town  with  new 
streets,  squares  and  churches.  Another  de- 
feet,  not  so  easily  remedied,  is  the  shallow- 
ness  of  the  river,  which  will  not  float  vessels 
of  any  burden  within  ten  or  twelve  miles  of 
the  city ;  so  that  the  merchants  are  obliged 
to  load  and  unload  their  ships  at  Greenock 
and  Port  Glasgow,  situated  about  fourteen 
miles  nearer  the  mouth  of  the  frith,  where  it 
is  about  two  miles  broad. 

The  people  of  Glasgow  have  a  noble  spirit 
of  enterprise.  Mr  Moore,  a  sur^on  to 
whom  I  was  recommended  from  Edmburgh, 
introduced  me  to  all  the  principal  merchants 
of  the  place.  Here  I  became  acquainted 
with  Mr  Cochran,  who  may  be  styled  one  of 
the  sages  of  this  kingdom.  He  was  first 
magistrate  at  the  time  of  the  last  rebellion. 
I  sat  as  member  when  he  was  examined  in 
the  house  of  commons ;  upon  which  occasion 
Mr  P- —  observed  he  had  never  heard  such 
a  sensible  evidence  given  at  that  bar.  I  was 
also  introduced  to  Dr  John  Gordon,  a  patriot 
of  a  truly  Roman  spirit,  who  is  the  father  of 
the  linen  manufacture  in  this  place,  and  was 
the  great  promoter  of  the  city  workhouse, 
infirmary,  and  other  works  of  public  utility. 
Had  he  lived  in  ancient  Rome,  he  would 
have  been  honoured  with  a  statue  at  the  pub- 
lic expense.  I  moreover  conversed  with  one 
Mr  G — ss — d,  whom  I  take  to  be  one  of  the 
greatest  merchants  in  Europe.  In  the  last 
war,  he  is  said  to  have  had  at  one  time  five- 
and-twenty  ships,  with  their  cargoes,  his  own 
property,  and  to  have  traded  for  above  half  a 
million  sterling  a-year.  The  last  war  was  a 
fortunate  period  for  the  commerce  of  Glas- 
gow.  The  merchants,  considering  that  their 
ships  bound  for  America,  launching  out  at 
once  into  the  Atlantic  by  the  north  of  Ire- 
land, pursued  a  track  very  little  frequented 
by  privateers,  resolved  to  insure  one  another, 
and  saved  a  very  considerable  sum  by  this 
resolution,  as  few  or  none  of  their  ships  were 
taken.  You  must  know  I  have  a  sort  of  na- 
tional attachment  to  this  part  of  Scotland. 


The  great  church,  dedicated  to  St  Monffth^ 
the  river  Clyde,  and,  amon^  other  paiticuhuw, 
that  smack  of  onr  Welsh  language  and  cus- 
toms, contribute  to  flatter  me  with  the  notion 
that  these  people  are  the  descendants  of  the 
Britons,  who  once  possessed  this  country. 
Without  all  question,  this  was  a  Cumbrian 
kingdom ;  its  capital  was  Dumbarton  (a  cor- 
ruption of  Dunbritton),  which  still  exists  as 
a  royal  borough,  at  the  influx  of  the  Clyde 
and  Leven,  ten  miles  below  Glasgow.  The 
same  neighbourhood  cave  birth  to  St  Patrick, 
the  aposUe  of  Ireland,  at  a  place  where  there 
is  still  a  church  and  village,  which  retain  his 
name.  Hard  by  are  some  vestiges  of  the 
famous  Roman  wall,  built  in  the  reign  of 
Antonine,  from  the  Clyde  to  the  Forth,  and 
fortified  with  castles  to  restrain  the  incur- 
sions of  the  Scotch  or  Caledonians,  who 
inhabited  the  West  Highlands.  In  a  line  pa- 
rallel to  this  wall,  the  merchants  of  Glasgow 
have  determined  to  make  a  navigable  canal 
betwixt  the  two  friths,  which  will  be  of  in- 
credible advantage  to  their  commerce,  in 
transporting  merchandise  from  one  side  of 
the  island  to  the  other. 

From  Glasgow  we  travelled  alonff  the 
Clyde,  which  is  a  deti^tful  stream,  adorned 
on  both  sides  with  villas,  towns  and  villages. 
Here  is  no  want  of  groves,  and  meadows^ 
and  corn-fields  interspersed ;  but  on  this  side 
of  Giasfi[ow  there  is  little  other  grain  than 
oats  and  barley ;  the  first  are  much  better, 
the  latter  much  worse,  than  those  of  the 
same  species  in  England.  I  wonder  there  ia 
so  little  rye,  which  is  a  grain  that  will  thrive 
in  almost  any  poil ;  and  it  is  still  more  surpris- 
ing, that  the  cultivation  of  potatoes  should 
be  so  much  neglected  in  the  Highlands,  where 
the  poor  people  have  not  meal  enou^  to 
"supply  them  with  bread  through  the  winter. 
On  the  other  side  of  the  river  are  the  towns 
of  Paisley  and  Renfrew.  The  first,  firom  an 
inconsiderable  village,  is  become  one  of  the 
most  flourishin^r  places  of  the  kingdom,  en- 
riched by  the  linen,  cambric,  flowered  lawn, 
and  silk  manufactures.  It  was  formeriy  no- 
ted for  a  rich  monastery  of  the  monks  of 
Clugny,  who  wrote  the  famous  ScoH-CkrO' 
niconi  called  The  black  book  of  PaUley. 
The  old  abbey  still  remains,  converted  into 
a  dwelling-house,  belonging  to  the  earl  of 
Dundonald.  Renfrew  is  a  pretty  town  on 
the  banks  of  the  Clyde,  capital  of  the  shire, 
which  was  heretofore  the  patrimony  of  the 
Stuart  family,  and  gave  the  title  of  baron  to 
the  kin^s  eldest  son,  which  is  still  assumed 
by  the  Frince  of  Wales. 

The  Clyde  we  left  a  little  on  our  left  hand 
at  Dunbntton,  where  it  widens  into  an  estu- 
ary or  frith,  being  augmented  by  the  influx 
of  the  Leven.  On  this  spot  stands  the  castle 
formerly  called  Alclnvd,  washed  by  these 
two  rivers  on  all  sides,  except  a  narrow 
isthmus,  which  at  every  spring-tide  is  over- 
flowed.   The  whole  is  a  great  curiosity,  from 
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the  quality  and  fbriii  of  the  rock,  aa  well  as 
firom  the  nature  of  its  situation.  We  now 
crossed  the  water  of  Leven,  which,  though 
nothing  near  so  considerable  as  the  Clyde, 
is  much  more  transparent,  pastoral  and  de- 
liffhtfhl.  This  charming  stream  is  the  outlet 
of  Loch  Lomond,  and  through  a  track  of  four 
miles  pursues  its  winding  course,  murmuring 
over  a  bed  of  pebbles,  tiU  it  joins  the  fiith  at 
Dunbritton.  A  very  little  above  its  source, 
on  the  lake,  stands  the  house  of  Cameron, 
belonging  to  Mr  Smollet,  so  embosomed  in 
an  oax  wood,  that  we  did  not  see  it  till  we 
were  within  fifty  yards  of  the  door.  I  have 
seen  the  Lago  di  Gardi,  Albano,  De  Vice, 
Bolsena  and  Geneva,  and,  upon  my  honour, 
I  prefer  Loch  Lomond  to  them  all ;  a  prefer, 
ence  which  is  certainly  owing  to  the  verdant 
islands  that  seem  to  float  upon  its  surface, 
affording  the  most  enchanting  objects  of  re- 
pose to  the  excursive  view.  Nor  are  the 
Danks  destitute  of  beauties,  which  even  par- 
take of  the  sublime.  On  this  side  they  dis- 
play a  sweet  variety  of  woodland,  corn-field 
and  pasture,  with  several  agreeable  villas 
emerging,  as  it  were,  out  of  the  lake,  till,  at 
some  distance,  the  prospect  terminates  in 
huge  mountains,  covered  with  heath,  which 
being  in  the  bloom,  affords  a  very  rich  cover- 
ing  of  purple.  Every  thing  here  is  romantic 
beyond  imagination.  This  country  is  justly 
styled  the  Arcadia  of  Scotland ;  and  I  don*t 
doubt  but  it  may  vie  with  Arcadia  in  every 
thing  but  climate.  I  am  sure  it  excels  it  in 
verdure,  wood  and  water.  What  say  you  to 
a  natural  basin  of  pure  water,  near  thirty 
miles  long,  and  in  some  places  seven  miles 
broad,  and  in  many  above  an  hundred  ikth. 
oms  deep,  having  four-and-twenty  habitable 
islands,  some  of  them  stocked  with  deer,  and 
all  of  them  covered  with  wood ;  containing 
immense  qucntities  of  delicious  fish,  salmon, 
pike,  trout,  perch,  flounders,  eels  and  pow- 
ans,  the  last  a  delicate  kind  of  fresh-water 
herring  peculiar  to  this  lake;  and,  finally, 
communicating  with  the  sea,  by  sending  off 
the  Leven,  through  which  all  those  species 
(except  the  powan)  make  their  exit  and 
entrance  occasionally ! 

Inclosed  I  send  you  the  copy  of  a  little 
ode  to  this  river,  by  Dr  Smollett,  who  was 
bora  on  the  banks  of  it,  within  two  miles  of 
the  place  where  I  am  now  writing.  It  is  at 
least  picturesque  and  accurately  descriptive, 
if  it  has  no  other  merit.  There  is  an  idea 
of  truth,  in  an  agreeable  landscape  taken 
fiapm  nature,  which  pleases  me  more  than 
the  gayest  fiction  which  the  most  luxuriant 
ikncy  can  display. 

I  have  other  remarks  to  make :  but  as  my 
paper  is  full,  I  must  reserve  them  till  the 
next  occasion.  I  shall  only  observe  at  pre- 
sent, that  I  am  determined  to  penetrate  at 
least  forty  miles  into  the  Highlands,  which 
DOW  appear  like  a  vast  fimtastic  vision  in 


the  clouds,  inviting  the  approach  of  youn 
always,  MATT.  BRAMBLE. 

Cameron^  Aug.  28. 

ODK  TO  LBVEN  WATBE. 

On  Leyen's  banks,  while  free  to  rove. 
And  tune  the  rural  pipe  to  love, 
I  enned  not  the  happiest  swain 
That  ever  trod  th*  Arcadian  plain. 

Pure  stream!  in  whose  transparent  wave 
My  youthful  limbs  I  wont  to  lave ; 
No  torrents  stain  thy  limpid  source ; 
No  rocks  impede  thy  dimpling  course, 
That  sweetly  warbles  o'er  its  bed, 
With  white,  round,  polifch'd  pebbles  spread ; 
While,  lightly  pois'd,  the  scaly  brood 
In  myriads  cleave  thy  crystal  flood  ; 
The  springing  trout  in  speckled  pride ; 
The  salmon,  monarch  of  the  tide  < 
The  ruthless  pike,  intent  on  war; 
The  silver  eel  and  mottled  par.* 

Devolving  from  thy  parent  lake, 
A  charming  maze  thy  waters  make. 
By  bow'rs  of  birch,  and  groves  of  pine. 
And  hedges  flower'd  with  eglantine  : 
Still  on  thy  bank,  so  gayly  green, . 
May  numerous  herds  and  flocks  be  seen. 
And  lasses  chanting  o*er  the  pail. 
And  shepherds  piping  in  the  dale, 
And  ancient  faith  that  knows  no  guile 
And  industry  embrown'd  with  toil. 
And  hearts  resolv'd,  and  hands  prepared, 
The  blessings  they  enjoy  to  guard. 


To  Doctor  Lbwis. 

Dbae  Doctor, — If  I  was  disposed  to  be 
critical,  I  should  say  this  house  of  Cameron 
is  too  near  the  lake,  which  approaches  on 
one  side  to  within  six  or  seven  yards  of  the 
window.  It  might  have  been  placed  on  a 
higher  site,  which  would  have  afforded  a 
more  extensive  prospect  and  a  drier  atmos- 
phere ;  but  this  imperfection  is  not  charge- 
able on  the  present  proprietor,  who  purcluis- 
ed  it  ready  built,  rather  than  be  at  the  trouble, 
of  repairing  his  own  family  house  of  Bonhill, 
which  stands  two  miles  from  hence  op  the 
Leven,  so  surrounded  with  plantation,  that 
it  used  to  be  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Mavis  (or  thrush)  nest.  Above  that  house 
is  a  romantic  glen  or  cleft  of  a  mountain, 
covered  with  hanging  woods,  having  at  bot- 
tom a  stream  of  fine  water  that  forms  a  num- 
ber of  cascades  in  its  descent  to  join  the 
Leven ;  so  that  the  scene  is  quite  encnanting. 
A  captain  of  a  man  of  war,  who  had  ma£» 
the  circuit  of  the  globe  with  Mr  Anson,  be- 


*  The  par  is  a  small  fish,  not  nnlike  the  tmclt, 
which  it  rWala  in  delicacy  and  flavour. 
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inff  conducted  to  this  glen,  exclaimed, — 
"  Juan  Fernandez,  by  G —  !** 

Indeed  this  country  would  be  a  perfect 
paradise,  if  it  was  not,  like  Wales,  cursed 
with  a  weeping  climate,  owing  to  the  same 
causes  in  both,  the  neighbourhood  of  high 
mountains,  and  a  westerly  situation  exposed 
to  the  vapours  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  This 
air,  however,  notwithstanding  its  humidity, 
is  so  healthy,  that  the  natives  are  scarce 
ever  visited  by  any  other  disease  than  the 
small-pox,  and  certain  cutaneous  evils  which 
are  the  effects  of  dirtv  living,  the  great  and 
general  reproach  of  the  commonalty  of  this 
kingdom.  Here  are  a  great  many  living 
monuments  of  longevity,  and,  among  the 
restt  a  person  whom  I  treat  with  singul&r 
respect,  as  a  venerable  Druid,  who  has  lived 
near  ninety  years,  without  pain  or  sickness, 
among  oaks  of  his  own  planting.  He  was 
once  proprietor  of  these  lands;  but,  being 
of  a  projecting  spirit,  some  of  his  schemes 
miscarried,  and  he  was  obliged  to  part  with 
his  possession,  which  hath  shifted  hands  two 
or  three  times  since  that  period ;  but  every 
succeeding  proprietor  hath  done  every  thing 
in  his  power  to  make  his  old  age  easy  and 
comfortable.  He  has  a  sufficiency  to  pro- 
cure the  necessaries  of  life  ;  and  he  and  his 
old  woman  reside  in  a  small  convenient  farm- 
house,  having  a  little  garden,  which  he  cul- 
tivates with  nis  own  hands.  This  ancient 
couple  live  in  great  health,  peace  and  har- 
mony, and,  knowing  no  wants,  enjoy  the 
perfection  of  content.  Mr  Smollett  calls 
him  the  admiral,  because  he  insists  upon 
steering  his  pleasure-boat  upon  the  lake; 
and  he  spends  most  of  his  time  in  ranging 
through  the  woods,  which  he  declares  he  en- 
joys as  much  as  if  they  were  still  his  own 
property.  I  asked  him  the  other  day,  if  he 
was  never  sick,  and  he  answered,  yes ;  he 
had  a  slight  fever  the  year  before  the  Union. 
If  he  was  not  deaf,  i  should  take  much  plea^ 
sure  in  his  conversation,  for  he  is  very  intel- 
ligent, and  his  memory  is  surprisingly  re- 
tentive. These  are  the  happy  effects  of  tem- 
perance, exercise  and  good-nature.  Notwith- 
standing all  his  innocence,  however,  he  was 
the  cause  of  great  perturbation  to  my  man 
Clinker,  whose  natural  superstition  had  been 
much  injured  by  the  histories  of  witches, 
fairies,  ghosts  and  goblins,  which  he  has 
heard  in  this  country.  On  the  evening  after 
our  arrival,  Humphry  strolled  into  the  wood 
in  the  course  of  his  meditation,  and  all  at 
once  the  admiral  stood  before  him,  under  the 
shadow  of  a  spreading  oak.  Though  the 
fellow  is  far  from  being  timorous  in  cases 
that  are  not  supposed  preternatural,  he  could 
not  stand  the  sight  of  this  apparition,  but  ran 
into  the  kitchen,  with  his  hair  standing  on 
end,  stari.ng  wildly,  and  deprived  of  utter- 
ance. Mrs  Jenkins  seeing  him  in  this  con- 
dition,  screamed  aloud,— ^*'  Lord  have  mercy 


upon  us,  be  has  seen  something !"  Mrs  Ta- 
bitha  was  alarmed,  and  the  whole  house  in 
confusion.  When  he  was  recruited  with  a 
dram,  I  desired  him  to  explain  the  meaning 
of  all  this  agitation ;  and,  with  some  reluc* 
tance,  he  owned  he  had  seen  a  spirit,  in  the 
shape  of  an  old  man,  with  a  white  beard,  a 
black  cap,  and  a  plaid  night-gown.  He  was 
undeceived  by  the  admiral  in  peraon,  who 
coming  in  at  tliis  juncture,  appeared  to  be  a 
creature  of  real  flesh  and  blood. 

Do  you  know  how  we  fare  in  this  Scottish 
paradise  1  We  make  free  with  our  landlord's 
mutton,  which  is  excellent,  his  poultry-yard* 
his  garden,  his  dairy  and  his  cellar,  which 
are  ail  well  stored.  We  have  delicious 
salmon,  pike,  trout,  perch,  par,  &c.  at  the 
door,  for  the  taking.  The  frith  of  Clyde,  on 
the  other  side  of  the  hill,  supplies  us  with 
mullet,  red  and  grey,  cod,  mackerel,  whiting 
and  a  variety  of  sea-fish,  including  the  finest 
herrings  I  ever  tasted.  We  have  sweet  juicy 
beef  and  tolerable  veal,  with  delicate  bread, 
from  the  little  town  of  Dunbritton;  and 
plenty  of  partridge,  grouse,  heathcock  and 
other  game  in  presents. 

We  have  been  visited  by  all  the  gentle- 
men in  the  neighbourhood,  and  they  have 
entertained  us  at  their  houses,  not  barely 
with  hospitality,  but  with  such  marks  of  cor- 
dial affection,  as  one  would  wish  to  find 
among  near  relations,  after  an  absence  of 
many  years. 

I  told  you,  in  my  last,  I  had  projected  an 
excursion  to  the  Highlands,  which  project  1 
have  now  happily  executed,  under  the  au- 
spices of  Sir  George  Colquhoun,  a  colonel  in 
the  Dutch  service,  who  ofiered  himself  as  oar 
conductor  on  this  occasion.  Leaving  our 
women  at  Cameron,  to  the  care  and  inspec- 
tion of  Lady  H C ,  we  set  out  on 

horseback  for  Inveraray,  the  county  town  of 
Argyll,  and  dined  on  the  road  with  the  Laird 
of  Macfarlane,  the  greatest  genealogist  I 
ever  knew  in  any  country,  and  perfecUy  ac- 
quainted with  all  the  antiquities  in  Scotland. 

The  Duke  of  Argyll  has  an  old  castle  at 
Inveraray,  where  he  resides  when  he  is  in 
Scotland ;  and  hard  by  is  the  shell  of  a  noble 
Grothic  palace,  built  by  the  last  duke,  which, 
when  finished,  will  be  a  great  ornament  to 
this  part  of  the  Highlands.  As  for  Invera- 
ray, it  is  a  place  of  very  little  importance. 

This  country  is  amazingly  wild,  especially 
towards  the  mountains,  which  are  heaped 
upon  the  backs  of  one  another,  making  a 
most  stupendous  appearance  of  savage  na- 
ture, with  hardly  any  signs  of  cultivation,  or 
even  of  population.  All  is  stiblimity,  silence 
and  solitude.  The  people  live  together  in 
glens  or  bottoms,  where  they  are  sheltered 
from  the  cold  and  storms  of  winter;  but 
there  is  a  mar;^in  of  plain  ground  spread 
along  the  sea-side,  which  is  well  inhabited 
and  improved  by  \hie  arts  of  husbandly ;  and 
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this  I  take  to  be  one  of  the  most  agreeable 
tracks  of  the  whole  island  ;  the  sea  not  only 
keeps  it  warm,  and  supplies  it  with  fish,  but 
affords  one  of  the  most  ravishing  prospects  in 
the  whole  world  ;  I  mean  the  appearance  of 
the  Hebrides,  or  Western  islands,  to  the  num- 
ber of  three  hundred,  scattered  as  far  as  the 
eye  can  reach,  in  the  most  agreeable  confusion. 
As  the  soil  and  climate  of  the  Highlands  are 
but  ill  adapted  to  the  cultivation  of  com,  the 
people  apply  themselves  chiefly  to  the  breed- 
ing and  feeding  of  black  cattle,  which  turn  to 
good  account.  These  animals  run  wild  all 
the  winter,  without  any  shelter  or  subsist- 
ence, but  what  they  can  find  among  the 
heath.  When  the  snow  lies  so  deep  and 
hard  that  they  cannot  penetrate  to  the  roots 
of  the  grass,  they  make  a  diurnal  proj^ss, 
ffoided  by  a  sure  instinct,  to  the  sea  side  at 
low  water,  where  they  feed  on  the  alga  ma- 
rina, and  other  plants  that  grow  on  the 
beach. 

Perhaps  this  branch  of  husbandry,  which 
requires  very  little  attendance  and  labour,  is 
one  of  the  principal  causes  of  that  idleness 
and  want  of  industry  which  distinguishes 
these  mountaineers  m  their  own  country. 
When  they  come  forth  into  the  world,  they 
become  as  diligent  and  alert  as  any  people 
upon  earth.  They  are  undoubtedly  a  very 
distinct  species  from  their  fellow-subjects  of 
the  Lowlands,  against  whom  they  indulge  an 
ancient  spirit  of  animosity ;  and  this  mfier- 
.  ence  is  very  discernible  even  among  persons 
of  family  and  education.  The  Lowlanders 
are  generally  cool  and  circumspect,  the  High- 
lanoers  fiery  and  ferocious ;  but  this  violence 
of  their  passions  serves  only  to  inflame  the 
zeal  of  their  devotion  to  strangers,  which 
is  truly  enthusiastic.  We  proceeded  about 
twenty  miles  beyond  Inveraray,  to  the  house 
of  a  gentleman,  a  friend  of  our  conductor, 
where  we  staid  a  few  days,  and  were  feasted 
in  such  a  manner,  that  I  began  to  dread  the 
consequence  to  my  constitution. 

Notwithstanding  the  solitude  that  prevails 
among  these  mountains,  there  is  no  want  of 
people  in  the  Highlands.  I  am  credibly  in- 
formed,  that  the  Duke  of  Argyll  can  assem- 
ble Ave  thousand  men  in  arms,  of  his  own 
clan  and  surname,  which  is  Campbell ;  and 
there  is  besides  a  tribe  of  the  same  appel- 
lation, whose  chief  is  the  Earl  of  Breadal- 
bane.  The  M'Donalds  are  as  numerous, 
and  remarkably  warlike;  the  Camerons, 
M'Leods,  Frasers,  Grants,  M'Kenzies,  M'- 
Kays,  M'Phersons  and  M'Intoshes  are  pow- 
erful clans ;  so  that,  if  all  the  Highlanders, 
including  the  inhabitants  of  the  isles,  were 
united,  they  could  bring  into  the  field  an 
army  of  forty  thousand  fighting  men,  capa- 
ble of  undertaking  the  most  dangerous  en- 
terprise. We  have  lived  to  see  four  thousand 
of  them,  without  discipline,  throw  the  whole 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain  into  conf\ision. 
They  attacked  and  defeated  two  armies  of 


regular  troops,  accustomed  to  service.  They 
penetrated  into  the  centre  of  England ;  and 
afterwards  marched  back  with  deliberation, 
in  the  face  of  two  other  armies,  through  an 
enemy's  country,  where  every  precaution 
was  taken  to  cut  off  their  retreat.  I  know 
not  any  other  people  in  Europe,  who,  with- 
out the  use  or  knowledge  of  arms,  will  attack 
regul&r  forces  sword  in  hand,  if  their  chief 
will  head  them  in  battle.  When  disciplined, 
they  cannot  fail  of  being  excellent  soldiers. 
They  do  not  walk  like  the  generality  of  man- 
kind, but  trot  and  bounce  like  deer,  as  if  they 
moved  upon  springs.  They  greatly  excel  the 
Lowlanders  in  all  the  exercises  that  require 
agility ;  they  are  incredibly  abstemious,  and 
patient  of  bmiger  and  fatigue;  so  steeled 
against  the  weather,  that,  in  travelling,  even 
when  the  ground  is  covered  with  snow,  they 
never  look  for  a  house,  or  any  other  shelter 
but  their  plaid,  in  which  they  wrap  them- 
selves up,  and  go  to  sleep  under  the  cope  of 
heaven.  Such  people,  in  quality  of  soldiers, 
must  be  invincible,  when  the  business  is  to 
perform  quick  marches  in  a  difficult  country, 
to  strike  sudden  strokes,  beat  up  the  enemy's 
quarters,  harass  their  cavalry,  and  perform 
expeditions  without  the  formality  of  maga- 
zines, baggage,  forage  and  artillery.  The 
chieftainship  of  the  Highlanders  is  a  very 
dangerous  influence,  operating  at  the  extre- 
mity of  the  island,  where  the  eyes  and  hands 
of  government  cannot  be  supposed  to  see  and 
act  with  precision  and  vigour.  In  order  to 
break  the  force  of  clanship,  administration 
has  always  practised  the  political  maxim, 
divide  et  impera.  The  legislature  hath  not 
only  disarmed  these  mountaineers,  but  also 
deprived  them  of  their  ancient  garb,  which 
contributed  in  a  great  measure  to  keep  up 
their  military  spirit ;  and  their  slavish  tenures 
are  all  dissolved  by  act  of  parliament ;  so 
that  they  are  at  present  as  free  and  indepen- 
dent of  their  chiefs  as  the  law  can  make 
them:  but  the  original  attachment  still  re- 
mains, and  is  founded  on  something  prior  to 
the  feudal  system,  about  which  the  writers 
of  this  age  have  made  such  a  pother,  as  if  it 
was  a  new  discovery,  like  the  Copemican 
system.  Every  pecuharity  of  policy,  custom, 
and  even  temperament,  is  effectually  traced 
to  this  origin,  as  if  the  feudal  constitution 
had  not  been  common  to  almost  all  the  na- 
tives of  Europe.  For  my  part,  I  expect  to 
see  the  use  of  trunk-hose  and  buttered  ale 
ascribed  to  the  influence  of  the  feudal  sys» 
tern.  The  connection  between  the  clans 
and  their  chiefs  is  without  all  doubt  patrU 
archal.  It  is  founded  on  hereditary  regard 
and  affection,  cherished  through  a  long  suc- 
cession of  ages.  The  clan  consider  the  chief 
as  their  father,  they  bear  his  name,  they  be- 
lieve themselves  descended  from  his  family, 
and  they  obey  him  as  tbeir  lord,  with  all  the 
ardour  of  filial  love  and  veneration ;  while  he, 
on  his  part,  exerts  a  paternal  authority,  com- 
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manding,  chastising,  rewarding,  protecting 
and  maintaining  them  as  his  own  children.  If 
the  legislature  would  entirely  destroy  this 
connection,  it  must  compel  the  Highlanders 
to  chan^ie  their  habitation  and  their  names. 
Even  this  experiment  has  been  formerly  tried 
without  success.  In  the  reign  of  James  VI. 
a  battle  was  fought  within  a  few  short  miles 
of  this  place,  between  two  clans,  the  McGre- 
gors and  the  Colquhouns,  in  which  the  latter 
were  defeated :  Uie  laird  of  M'Gregor  made 
such  a  barbarous  use  of  his  victory,  that  he 
was  forfeited  and  outlawed  by  act  of  parlia- 
ment ;  his  lands  were  given  to  the  family  of 
Montrose,  and  his  clan  were  obliged  to 
change  their  name.  Thev  obeyed  so  far  as 
to  call  themselves  severally  Campbell,  Gra- 
ham, or  Drummond,  the  surnames  of  the  fa- 
milies of  Argyll,  Montrose  and  Perth,  that 
they  might  enjoy -the  protection  of  those 
bouses ;  but  they  still  added  M'Gregor  to 
their  new  appellation ;  and  as  their  chief  was 
deprived  of  his  estate,  they  robbed  and  plun- 
dered for  his  subsistence.  Mr  Cameron  of 
Lochiel,  the  chief  of  that  clan,  whose  father 
was  attainted  for  having^  been  concerned  in 
the  last  rebellion,  retummg  from  France,  in 
obedience  to  a  proclamation  and  act  of  par- 
liament passed  at  the  beginning  of  the  late 
war,  paid  a  visit  to  his  own  country,  and 
hired  a  farm  in  the  neighbourhood  of  his 
lather's  house,  which  had  been  burnt  to  the 
ground.  The  clan,  though  ruined  and  scat- 
tered,  no  sooner  heard  of  his  arrival,  than 
they  flocked  to  him  from  all  quarters,  to  wel- 
come his  return,  and  in  a  few  days  stocked 
his  farm  with  seven  hundred  black  cattle, 
which  they  had  saved  in  the  general  wreck 
of  their  affairs:  but  their  beloved  chief, 
who  was  a  promising  youth,  did  not  live  to 
enjoy  the  fruits  of  their  fidelity  and  attach- 
ment. 

The  most  effectual  method  I  know  to 
weaken,  and  at  length  destroy  this  influence, 
is  to  employ  the  commonalty  in  such  a  man- 
ner  as  to  give  them  a  taste  of  property  and 
independence.  In  vain  the  government  grants 
them  advantageous  leases  on  the  forfeited 
estates,  if  they  have  no  property  to  prose- 
cute the  means  of  improvement.  The  sea  is 
an  inexhaustible  fund  of  riches ;  but  the  fish- 
cry  cannot  be  carried  on  without  vessels, 
casks,  salt,  lines,  nets  and  other  tackle.  I 
conversed  with  a  sensible  man  of  this  coun- 
try,  who,  from  a  real  spirit  of  patriotism,  had 
set  up  a  fishery  on  the  coast,  and  a  manufac 
tory  of  coarse  linen,  for  the  employment  of 
the.  poor  Highlanders.  Cod  is  here  in  such 
plenty,  that  hie  told  me  he  had  seen  seven  hun- 
dred taken  on  one  line  at  one  haul.  It  must 
be  observed,  however,  that  the  line  was  of 
immense  length,  and  had  two  thousand  hooks, 
baited  with  mussels ;  but  the  fish  was  so  su- 
perior  to  the  cod  caught  on  the  banks  of 
Newfoundland,  that  his  correspondent  at 
Lisbon  sold  them  immediately  at  his  own 


price,  although  Lent  was  just  over  when 
they  arrived,  and  the  people  might  be  sup- 
posed quite  cloyed  with  this  kind  of  diet. 
His  linen  manufacture  was  likewise  in  a 
prosperous  way ;  when,  the  late  war  inter- 
vening, all  his  best  hands  were  pressed  into 
the  service. 

It  cannot  be  expected  that  the  gentlemoi 
of  this  country  should  execute  commercial 
schemes  to  render  their  vassals  independent ; 
nor  indeed  are  such  schemes  suited  to  their 
way  of  life  and  inclination :  but  a  company 
of  merchants  might,  with  proper  manage- 
ment, turn  to  good  account  a  fishery  esta- 
blished in  this  part  of  Scotland.  Our  people 
have  a  strange  itch  to  colonize  America, 
when  the  uncultivated  parts  of  our  own 
island  might  be  settled  to  greater  advantage. 

After  having  rambled  uirough  the  moun- 
tains and  glens  of  Argyll,  we  visited  the  ad- 
i'acent  islands  of  Isla,  Jura,  Mull,  and  Icolm- 
[ill.  In  the  first  we  saw  the  remains  of  a  cas- 
tle, built  in  a  lake,  where  M'Donald,  lord  or 
king  of  the  Isles,  formerly  resided.  Jura  is  fii- 
mous  for  having  given  birth  to  one  M'Crain, 
who  lived  one  hundred  and  eighty  years  in 
one  house,  and  died  in  the  reign  of  Charles 
the  Second.  Mull  affords  several  bays, 
where  there  is  safe  anchorage :  in  one  of 
which  the  Florida,  a  ship  of  the  Spanish 
armada,  was  blown  up  by  one  of  Mr  Smol- 
let's  ancestors.  About  forty  years  ago, 
John,  duke  of  Argyll,  is  said  to  have  con- 
sulted the  Spanish  registers,  by  which  it 
appeared  that  this  ship  had  the  military  chest 
on  board.  He  employed  experienced  divers 
to  examine  the  wreck,  end  they  found  the 
hull  of  the  vessel  still  entire,  but  so  covered 
with  sand,  that  they  could  not  make  their 
way  between  decks:  however,  they  picked 
up  several  pieces  of  plate  that  were  scattered 
about  in  the  bay,  and  a  couple  of  fine  brass 
cannon. 

Icolmkill,  or  lona,  is  a  small  island  which 
St  Columba  chose  for  his  habitation.  It  was 
respected  for  its  sanctity,  and  college  or 
seminary  of  ecclesiastics.  Part  of  its  cliurch 
is  still  standing,  with  the  tombs  of  several 
Scottish,  Irish  and  Danish  sovereigns,  who 
were  here  interred.  These  islanders  are 
very  bold  and  dexterous  watermen,  conse- 
quently the  better  adapted  to  the  fishery ;  in 
their  manners  they  are  less  savage  and  im- 
petuous than  their  countrymen  on  the  con- 
tinent ;  and  they  speak  the  Erse  or  Gaelic 
in  its  greatest  puritv. 

Having  sent  our  horses  round  by  land,  we 
embarked  in  the  district  of  Cowal  for  Green- 
ock,  which  is  a  neat  little  town,  on  the  other 
side  of  the  frith,  with  a  curious  harbour, 
formed  by  three  stone  jetties,  carried  out  a 
good  way  into  the  sea.  Mew  Port  Glasffow  is 
such  another  place,  about  two  miles  higher 
up.  Both  have  a  face  of  business  and  plenty, 
and  are  supported  entirely  by  the  shipping 
of  Glasgow,  of  which  I  counted  sixty  laig« 
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venek  in  these  buboure.  Taking  boat 
again  at  Newportf  we  were  in  less  than  an 
hour  landed  on  the  other  aide*  within  two 
abort  miles  of  our  head^^uarters,  where  we 
found  our  women  in  good  health  and  spirits. 
They  had  been,  two  days  before,  joined  by 
Mr  Smollett  and  his  lady,  to  whom  we  have 
^ch  obli^tions  as  I  cannot  mention,  even 
to  you,  without  blusbini^. 

To-morrow  we  shall  bid  adieu  to  the  Scots' 
Arcadia,  and  begin  our  progress  to  the  south- 
wmrdv  talking  our  way  by  Lanark  and  Niths- 
dale,  to  the  west  borders  of  England.  I 
have  received  so  much  advantage  and  satis- 
faction from  this  tour,  that,  if  my  health  suf- 
fers no  revolution  in  the  winter,  I  believe  I 
shall  be  tempted  to  undertake  another  expe- 
dition to  the  northern  extremity  of  Caith- 
ness, unencumbered  by  those  impediments 
which  now  clog  the  heels  of  yours, 

MATT.  BRAMBLE. 

Cmmeren^  Sept,  6. 


To  M188  Ljbtitia  Willis,  at  Gloucbs- 

TBE. 

Mt  Dbae  Lbttt, — Never  did  poor  pri- 
soner  long  for  deliverance  more  than  I  have 
longed  for  an  opportunity  to  disburden  my 
cares  into  your  mendly  bosom ;  and  the  oc- 
casion which  now  presents  itself  is  little  less 
than  miraculous.  Honest  Saunders  M'Aw- 
ley,  the  travelling  Scotchman,  who  goes 
every  year  to  Wales,  is  now  at  Glasgow, 
buying  goods ;  and,  coming  to  pay  his  re- 
spects to  our  family,  has  undertaken  to  de- 
liver this  letter  into  your  own  hand.  We 
have  been  six  weeks  m  Scotland,  and  seen 
the  principal  towns  of  the  kingdom,  where 
we  have  been  treated  with  great  civility. 
The  people  are  very  courteous ;  and  the 
country  being  exceedingly  romantic,  suits 
my  turn  and  inclinations.  I  contracted  some 
triendships  at  Edinburgh,  which  is  a  large 
and  lofty  city,  full  of  gay  company ;  and,  in 
particular,  commenced  an  intimate  corres- 
pondence with  one  Miss  R — ^t — ^n,  an  amia- 
ble young  lady  of  my  own  age,  whose  charms 
seemed  to  soften,  and  even  subdue,  the  stub- 
bom  heart  of  my  brother  Jerry ;  but  he  no 
sooner  left  the  place,  than  he  relapsed  into 
his  former  insensibility.  I  feel,  however, 
that  this  indifference  is  not  the  family  con- 
stitution. I  never  admitted  but  one  idea  of 
love,  and  that  has  taken  such  root  in  my 
heart,  as  to  be  equally  proof  against  all  the 
pulls  of  discretion,  and  the  frosts  of  neglect. 

D^ar  Letty !  I  had  an  alarming  adventure 
at  the  hunters'  ball  in  Edinburgh.  While  I 
sat  discoursing  with  a  friend  in  a  comer,  all 
at  once  the  very  image  of  Wilson  stood  be- 
fore roe,  dressed  exactly  as  he  was  in  the 
character  of  Aimwell !  It  was  one  Mr  Gor- 
don, whom  I  had  not  seen  before.  Shocked 
•t  the  sodden  apparition,  I  fiunted  away,  and 
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threw  the  whole  assembly  iuto  confusion. 
However,  the  cause  of  my  disorder  remained 
a  secret  to  every  body  but  my  brother,  who 
was  likewise  struck  with  the  resemblance, 
and  scolded  afler  we  came  home.  I  am 
very  sensible  of  Jerry*s  affection,  and  know 
he  spoke  as  well  with  a  view  to  my  own  in- 
terest and  happiness,  as  in  regard  to  the 
honour  of  the  family ;  but  I  cannot  bear  to 
have  my  wounds  probed  severely.  I  was  not 
so  much  affected  by  the  censure  he  passed 
upon  my  own  discretion,  as  with  the  reflec- 
tion he  made  on  the  conduct  of  Wilson.  He 
observed,  that  if  he  was  really  the  gentleman 
he  pretended  to  be,  and  harboured  nothing 
but  honourable  designs,  he  would  have  vin- 
dicated his  pretensions  in  the  face  of  day. 
This  remark  made  a  deep  impression  upon 
my  mind.  I  endeavoured  to  conceal  my 
thoughts ;  and  this  endeavour  had  a  bad  ei- 
feet  upon  my  health  and  spirits ;  so  it  was 
thouffht  nccessarjT  that  I  should  go  to  the 
Highlands,  and  drink  goat-milk  whey. 

We  went  accordingly  to  Loch  Lomond, 
one  of  the  most  enchanting  spots  in  the 
whole  world;  and  what  with  this  remedy, 
which  I  had  every  morning  fresh  from  the 
mountains,  and  the  pure  air,  and  cheerful 
company,  I  have  recovered  my  flesh  and  ap- 
petite; though  there  is  something  still  at 
bottom,  which  is  not  in  the  power  of  air, 
exercise,  company  or  medicine  to  remove. 
These  incidents  would  not  touch  me  so 
nearly,  if  I  had  a  sensible  confidant  to  sym- 
pathise with  my  affliction,  and  comfort  me 
with  wholesome  advice.  I  have  nothing  of 
this  kind  except  Win  Jenkins,  who  is  really  . 
a  good  body  in  the  main,  but  very  ill  quali- 
fied for  such  an  office.  The  poor  creature  is 
weak  in  her  nerves,  as  well  as  in  her  under- 
standing; otherwise  I  might  have  known 
the  true  name  and  character  of  that  unfortu- 
nate youth.  But  why  do  I  call  him  unfoT" 
tunate ! — ^perhaps  this  epithet  is  more  appli- 
cable to  me,  for  having  listened  to  the  false 

professions  of ^but  hold— I  have  as  yet 

no  right,  and  sure  I  have  no  inclination,  to 
believe  any  thing  to  the  prejudice  of  his 
honour.  In  that  reflection  X  shall  still  exert 
my  patience.  As  for  Mrs  Jenkins,  she  her- 
self is  really  an  object  of  compassion.  Be- 
tween vanity,  methodism  and  love,  her  head 
is  almost  turned.  I  should  have  more  regard 
for  her,  however,  if  she  had  been  more  con- 
stant  in  the  object  of  her  afiection ;  but, 
traly,  she  aimed  at  conquest,  and  flirted  at 
the  same  time  with  mj  uncle's  footman, 
Humphry  Clinker,  who  is  really  a  deserving 
young  man,  and  one  Button,  my  brother's 
valet-de-chambre,  a  debauched  feUow,  who, 
leaving  Win  in  the  lurch,  ran  away  with 
anoth^  man's  bride  at  Berwick. 

My  dear  Willis,  I  am  truly  ashamed  of  my 
own  aex.  We  complain  of  advantages  which  V 
the  men  take  of  oar  youth,  inexperience,  sen-  ^ 
aibility,  and  all  that;  but  I  have  seen  enough 
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to  believe,  that  our  tez  in  general  make  it 
their  business  to  ensnare  the  other ;  and  for 
this  purpose  employ  arts  which  are  by  no 
means  to  be  justified.  In  point  of  constancy, 
they  certainly  have  nothing  to  reproach  the 
male  part  of  the  creation.  My  poor  aunt, 
without  any  regard  to  her  years  and  imper- 
fections, has  gone  to  market  with  her  charms 
in  every  place  where  she  thought  she  had 
the  least  chance  to  dispose  of  her  person, 
which,  however,  hangs  still  heavy  on  her 
hands.  I  am  afraid  she  has  used  even  re- 
ligion as  a  decoy,  though  it  has  not  answer- 
ed her  expectation.  Sne  has  been  praying, 
preaching  and  cateschising  among  the  nie- 
thodists,  with  whom  this  country  abounds ; 
and  pretends  to  have  such  manifestations  and 
revelations,  as  even  Clinker  himself  can 
hurdly  believe,  though  the  poor  fellow  is 
half  crazy  with  enthusiasm.  As  for  Jenkins, 
she  affects  to  take  all  her  mistress's  reveries 
for  gospel.  She  has  also  her  heart-heavings 
and  motions  of  the  spirit ;  and,  God  forgive 
me  if  I  think  uncharitably,  but  all  this  seems 
to  me  to  be  downriglit  hypocrisy  and  deceit. 
Perhaps,  indeed,  the  poor  girl  imposes  on 
herself.  She  is  generaUy  in  a  flutter,  and  is 
much  subject  to  vapours.  Since  we  came  to 
Scotland,  she  has  seen  apparitions,  and  pre- 
tends to  prophecy.  If  I  could  put  faith  in  all 
these  supernatural  visitations,  I  should  think 
myself  abandoned  of  mce ;  for  I  have  nei- 
ther seen,  heard  nor  felt  any  thing  of  this 
nature,  although  I  endeavour  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  religion  with  all  the  sincerity, 
zeal  and  devotion  that  is  in  the  power  of, 
dear  Letty,  your  ever  affectionate 

LYDIA  MELPORD. 

OloMgoWf  Sept.  7. 

We  are  so  far  on  our  return  to  Bramble- 
ton  hall ;  and  I  would  fain  hope  we  shall 
take  Gloucester  in  our  way ;  in  which  case 
I  shall  have  the  inexpressible  pleasure  of 
embracing  my  dear  Willis. — ^Pray  remember 
me  to  my  worthy  governess. 


To  Mba  Mjlrt  JoMBS,  AT  Bbambleton- 

Hall. 

Dbab  Mabt, — Saunders  Maculljr,  the 
Scotchman,  who  pushes  directly  for  Vails,  has 
promised  to  give  it  you  into  your  own  hand, 
and  therefore  I  would  not  miss  the  opportu- 
nity  to  let  you  now  as  I  am  still  in  the  land 
of  the  living ;  and  yet  I  have  been  on  the 
brink  of  the  other  world  since  I  sent  you  my 
last  letter.  We  went  by  sea  to  another 
kingdom,  called  Fife,  and,  coming  back,  had 
like  to  have  gone  to  pot  in  a  storm.  What 
between  the  frite  and  sickness,  I  thought  I 
■hould  have  brought  my  heart  up ;  even  Mr 
Clinker  was  not  his  own  man  for  eight-and- 
ferty  hours  after  we  got  ashore.  It  was  well 
Ibr  some  folks  that  we  'scaped  drownding ; 
for  miitreM  waa  very  finexiouif  aad  aoemod 


but  indifferently  prepared  for  a  change ;  but, 
thank  God !  she  was  soon  put  in  a  better 
frame  by  the  private  exaltations  of  the  Rev*' 
erend  Mr  Macrocodile.  We  aflerwanb 
churned  to  Starliqg  and  Crascow^  which  are 
a  kipple  of  handsome  towns  ;  and  then  we 
went  to  a  gentleman's  house  at  LoflT  Loming, 
which  is  a  wonderful  sea  of  fresh  water, 
with  a  power  of  hylands  in  the  midst  on't— 
they  say  as  how  it  has  got  ne'er  a  bottom, 
and  was  made  by  a  musician^-«nd,  truly,  I 
believe  it ;  for  it  is  not  in  the  course  of  na- 
ture. It  has  got  waves  without  windf  JUh 
without  finSf  and  a  Jloating  hyland :  and 
one  of  them  is  a  crutch-yard,  where  the  dead 
are  buried :  and  always  before  the  person  dies, 
a  bell  rings  of  itself  to  give  warning. 

O  Mary !  this  is  the  land  of  congyration. 
The  bell  xnoUed  when wewere there — ^I saw 
lights  and  heard  lamentations.  The  gentle* 
man,  our  landlord,  Kas  ^t  another  nouse, 
which  he  was  fain  to  quit,  on  account  of  & 
mischievous  ghost,  that  would  not  suffer  peo- 
ple to  lie  in  their  beds.  The  fairies  dwell  in 
a  hole  of  Kairmann,  a  mounting  hard  by ; 
and  they  steal  away  the  good  women  that 
are  in  the  straw,  if  so  be  as  how  there  a'n't 
a  horse-shoe  nailed  to  the  door.  And  I  waa 
shown  an  old  vitch,  called  Eispath  Ringavey, 
with  a  red  petticoat,  bleared  eyes,  and  a 
mould  of  grey  bristles  On  her  sin.  That  she 
mought  do  me  no  harm,  I  crossed  her  hand 
with  a  taster,  and  bid  her  tell  my  fortune, 
and  she  told  me  such  things-^escriving  Mr 
Clinker  to  a  hair — but  it  shall  ne'er  be  said 
that  I  minchioned  a  word  of  the  matter.  As 
I  was  troubled  with  fits,  she  advised  me  to 
bathe  in  the  loff",  which  was  holy  water ;  and 
so  I  went  in  the  morning  to  a  private  place, 
along  with  the  house-maid,  and  we  bathed  in 
our  birth-day  soot,  after  the  ftshion  of  the 
country ;  and  behold !  whilst  we  dabbled  in 
the  Ion,  Sir  George  Coon  started  up  with  a 
gun ;  but  we  clapt  our  hands  to  our  ftces, 
and  passed  by  him  to  the  place  where  we  had 
left  our  smocks.  A  civil  gentleman  would 
have  turned  his  head  another  way.  My  com- 
fit is,  he  knew  not  which  was  which ;  and, 
as  the  saying  is,  all  cats  in  the  dark  are 

While  we  staid  at  Loff  Loming,  he  and 
our  two  squires  went  three  or  n>ur  days 
churning  among  the  wild  men  of  the  mount- 
ains ;  a  parcel  of  selvidges  that  lie  in  caves 
among  the  rocks,  devour  young  children,  and 
speak  Velch,  but  the  vurds  are  different. 
Our  ladies  would  not  part  with  Mr  Clinker, 
because  he  is  so  stout,  and  so  pyehouse,  that 
he  fears  neither  man  nor  devils,  if  so  be  as 
they  don't  take  him  by  surprise.  Indeed,  he 
was  once  so  flurried  by  an  operition,  that  he 
had  like  to  have  sounded.  He  made  believe 
as  if  it  had  been  the  ould  edmiral :  but  the 
ould  edmiral  could  not  have  made  his  air  to 
stand  on  end,  and  his  teeth  to  shatter;  bat 
he  said  so  in  prudence,  that   the  ladies 
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moagfat  not  be  affeard.  Miss  Liddy  has  been 
panjT,  and  like  to  go  into  a  decline.  I  doubt 
ner  pore  art  is  too  tinder-^ut  the  got's  fey 
has  sat  her  on  her  legs  again.  You  nows 
got*8  fey  is  mother's  milk  to  a  Velchwoman. 
As  lor  mistress,  blessed  be  God !  she  ails 
nothing.  Her  stomach  is  good,  and  she  im. 
proves  in  grease  and  ^dliness :  but,  for  all 
that,  she  may  have  infections  like  other  peo- 

Ele :  and,  I  believe,  she  wouldn't  be  sorry  to 
e  called  your  ladyshipt  whenever  Sir 
Creorge  thinks  proper  to  ax  the  ouestion. 
But,  for  my  part,  whatever  I  may  see  or 
bear,  not  a  practical  shall  ever  pass  the  lips 
of,  dear  Molly,  your  loving  friend, 

WfiV.  JENKINS. 
QroMco,  Sept,  7. 

Remember  me,  as  usual,  to  Saul.  We  are 
now  coming  home,  though  not  the  nearest 
road.  I  do  suppose  I  shall  find  the  kitten  a 
fine  boar  at  my  return. 


ToSn  Watkin  Pbillips,  Babt.  at  Oxor. 

Dbae  EniGHTt — Once  more  I  tread  upon 
English  ground,  which  I  like  not  the  worse 
for  the  six  weeks  ramble  I  have  made  among 
the  woods  and  mountains  of  Caledonia :  no 
offence  to  the  land  of  cakes,  where  bannocks 
grow  upon  straw,  I  never  saw  my  uncle  in 
such  health  and  spirits  as  he  now  enjoys, 
liddy  is  perfectly  recovered,  and  Mrs  Tabi- 
tha  has  no  reason  to  com  plain .  Nevertheless, 
I  believe  she  was,  till  yesterday,  inclined  to 
give  the  whole  Scotch  nation  to  the  devil,  as 
a  pack  of  insensible  brutes,  upon  whom  her 
accomplishments  had  been  displayed  in  vain. 
At  every  place  where  we  halted  did  she 
mount  tne  stage,  and  flourished  her  rusty 
arms,  without  being  able  to  make  one  con- 
ouest.  One  of  her  last  essays  was  against 
tne  heart  of  Sir  George  Colquhoun,  with 
whom  she  fought  all  the  weapons  more  than 
twice  over.  She  was  grave  and  gay  by  turns 
—-she  moralized  and  methodized— -she  laugh- 
ed, and  romped,  and  danced,  and  sung,  and 
sighed,  and  ogled,  and  lisped,  and  fluttered, 
and  flattered — but  all  was  preaching  to  the 
desert.  The  baronet,  being  a  well-bred  man, 
carried  his  civilities  as  far  as  she  could  in 
conscience  expect,  and,  if  evil  tongues  are 
to  be  believed,  some  degrees  farther ;  but  he 
was  too  much  a  veteran  in  gallantry,  as  well 
as  in  war,  to  fall  into  any  ambuscade  that 
she  could  laj  for  his  affection.  While  we 
were  absent  in  the  Highlands,  she  practised 
also  upon  the  laird  of  Ladrishmore,  and  even 

SLve  him  the  rendezvous  in  the  wood  of 
rumscailloch  ;  but  the  laird  had  such  a  rev. 
erend  care  of  his  own  reputation,  that  he 
came  attended  with  the  parson  of  the  parish, 
and  nothing  passed  but  spiritual  coromunica^ 
tions.  After  all  these  miscarriages,  our 
annt  suddenly  recollected  lieuteoant  Liram- 


ha^,  whom,  ever  since  our  first  arrival  at 
Edinburgh,  she  seemed  to  have  utterly  forgot; 
but  now  she  expressed  her  hopes  of  seeing 
him  at  Dumfries,  according  to  his  promise. 

We  set  out  from  Glasgow  by  the  way  of 
Lanark,  the  county  town  of  Clydesdale,  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  which  the  whole  river 
Clyde,  rushing  down  a  steep  rock,  forms  a 
very  noble  and  stupendous  cascade.  Next 
day  we  were  obliged  to  halt  in  a  small  bo- 
rough, until  the  carriage,  which  had  received 
some  damage,  should  be  repaired ;  and  here 
we  met  with  an  incident,  which  warmly  in. 
terested  the  benevolent  spirit  of  Mr  Bnm^ 
ble. 

As  we  stood  at  the  window  of  an  inn 
that  fironted  the  public  prison,  a  person  arri- 
ved on  horseback,  genteelly,  though  plainly, 
dressed  in  a  blue  frock,  with  his  own  hair 
cut  short,  and  agold-laced  hat  upon  his  head. 
Alighting,  and  giving  his  horse  to  the  land* 
lord,  he  advanc^  to  an  old  man  who  was  at 
work  in  paving  the  street,  and  accosted  him 
in  these  word^— ^  This  is  hard  work  for  such 
an  old  man  as  you."  So  saying,  he  took 
the  instrument  out  of  his  hand,  and  beean  to 
thump  the  pavement.  After  a  few  strokes— 
*'  Have  you  never  a  son,"  said  he,  "  to  ease 
you  of  this  labour?"  <'  Yes,  an'  please  your 
honour,"  replied  the  senior,  "  I  have  three 
hopeful  lads ;  but,  at  present,  they  are  out  of 
the  way."  "Honour  not  me,"  cried  the 
stranger :  *'  it  more  becomes  me  to  honour 
your  grey  hairs.  Where  are  those  sons  you 
talk  of  1"  The  ancient  pavior  said,  his  eld- 
est son  was  a  captain  m  the  East  Indies, 
and  the  youngest  had  lately  enlisted  as  a  sol- 
dier, in  hopes  of  prospering  like  his  brother. 
The  gentleman  desiring  to  know  what  was 
become  of  the  second,  he  wiped  his  eyes, 
and  owned  he  had  taken  upon  him  his  old 
father's  debts,  for  which  he  was  now  in  the 
prison  hard  by. 

The  traveller  made  three  quick  steps  to- 
wards the  ffaol — ^then  turning  short — "  Tell 
me,"  said  he,  **  has  that  unnatural  captain 
sent  you  nothing  to  relieve  your  distress  ?" 
"Call  htm  not  unnatural,"  replied  the  other;  * 
"  God's  blessing  be  upon  him  !  he  sent  me  a 
great  deal  of  money ;  but  I  made  a  bad  use 
of  it — I  lost  it  by  being  security  for  a  gen- 
tleman that  was  my  landlord,  and  was  stript 
of  all  I  had  in  the  world  besides."  At  that 
instant  a  young  man,  thrusting  out  hu  head 
and  neck  between  two  iron  bars  in  the  prison 
window,  exclaimed,  "  Father !  father!  if  my 
brother  William  is  in  life,  that's  he."  "I 
am !  I  am  !"  cried  the  stranger,  clasping  the 
old  man  in  his  arms,  and  shmiding  a  flo<M  of 
tears—"  I  am  your  son  Willy,  sure  enough !" 
Before  the  father,  who  was  quite  confound- 
ed, could  make  any  return  to  this  tenderness, 
a  decent  old  woman,  bolting;  out  from  the 
door  of  a  poor  habitation,  cned.  "  Where  is 
my  baiml  where  is  my  dwt  Willy  1"    The 
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captain  no  sooner  beheld  heri  than  he  quitted 
hia  father,  and  ran  into  her  embrace. 

I  can  assure  you,  my  unde,  who  saw  and 
heard  every  thing  that  passed,  was  as  much 
moved  as  any  one  of  the  parties  concerned  in 
this  pathetic  recognition.  He  sobbed,  and 
wept,  and  clapped  his  hands,  and  hallooed, 
ana  finally  ran  down  into  the  street.  By 
this  time  the  captain  had  retired  with  hts 
parents,  and  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  place 
were  assembled  at  the  door.  Mr  Bramble* 
nevertheless,  pressed  through  the  crowd, 
and,  entering  tne  house,  **  Captain,"  said  be, 
"  I  beff  the  mvour  of  your  acquaintance.  I 
would  nave  travelled  a  hundred  miles  to  see 
this  afiecting  scene ;  and  I  shall  think  my- 
self happy,  if  you  and  vour  parents  will  dine 
with  me  at  the  public  house."  The  captain 
thanked  him  for  his  kind  invitation,  which, 
he  said,  he  would  accept  with  pleasure ;  but, 
in  the  mean  time,  he  could  not  think  of  eat- 
ing or  drinking,  while  his  poor  brother  was 
in  trouble.  He  forthwith  deposited  a  sum, 
0qual  to  the  debt,  in  the  hands  of  the  magis- 
trate,  who  ventured  to  set  his  brother  at 
liberty,  without  fimher  process;  and  then 
the  whole  fkmily  repaired  to  the  inn  with  my 
uncle,  attended  by  the  crowd,  the  individuals 
of  which  shook  their  townsman  by  the  hand, 
while  he  returned  their  caresses,  without 
the  least  sign  of  pride  or  affectation. 

This  honest  favourite  of  fortune,  Whose 
name  was  Brown,  told  my  uncle,  that  he  had 
been  bred  a  weaver,  and,  about  eighteen 
years  ago,  had,  from  a  spirit  of  idleness  and 
dissipation,  enlisted  as  a  soldier  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  East  India  company :  that,  in  the 
course  of  duty,  he  had  the  good  fortune  to 
attract  the  notice  and  approbation  of  Lord 
Clivc,  who  preferred  him  from  one  step  to 
another,  till  he  had  attained  the  rank  of 
captain  and  paymaster  to  the  regiment,  in 
which  capacities  he  had  honestly  amassed 
above  twelve  thousand  •  pounds,  and,  at  the 
peace,  resigned  his  commission.  He  had 
sent  several  remittances  to  his  father,  who 
received  the  first  only,  consisting  of  one 
hundred  pounds ;  the  second  had  rallen  into 
the  hands  of  a  banknipt ;  and  the  third  had 
been  consigned  to  a  gentleman  of  Scotland, 
who  died  before  it  arrived,  so  that  it  still  re- 
mained to  be  accounted  for  by  his  executors. 
He  now  presented  the  old  man  with  fifty 
pounds  for  his  present  occasions,  over  and 
above  bank-notes  for  one  hundred,  which  he 
had  deposited  for  his  brother's  release.  He 
brought  alonff  with  him  a  deed  read}r  exe- 
cuted, by  which  he  settled  a  perpetuity  of 
fourscore  pounds  upon  his  parents,  to  be  in- 
herited bv  the  other  two  sons  after  their  de- 
cease. He  promised  to  purchase  a  commiss- 
ion lor  his  youngest  brother;  to  take  the 
other  as  his  own  partner  in  a  manufacture 
which  he  intends  to  set  up,  to  jfiye  employ- 
ment and  bread  to  the  induiinoas ;  ud  to 


give  five  hundred  pounds,  by  way  of  dower« 
to  his  sister,  who  had  married  a  farmer  in 
low  circumstances.  Finally,  he  gave  fifty 
pounds  to  the  poor  of  the  town  where  he 
was  bom,  and  feasted  all  the  inbabitaDts 
without  exception. 

My  uncle  was  so  charmed  with  the  charac- 
ter of  Captain  Brown,  that  he  drank  his 
health  three  times  successively  at  dinner. 
He  said,  he  was  proud  of  his  acquaintance ; 
that  he  was  an  honour  to  his  country,  and 
had  in.  some  measure  redeemed  hunum  na* 
ture  from  the  reproach  of  pride,  selfishness 
and  ingratitude.  For  my  part,  I  was  as  much 
pleased  with  the  modestv  as  with  the  filial 
virtue  of  this  honest  soldier,  who  assumed 
no  merit  from  his  success,  and  said  very  lit* 
tie  of  his  own  transactions,  though  the  an* 
swers  he  made  to  our  inquiries  were  equally 
sensible  and  laconic.  Mrs  Tabitha  behaved 
very  graciously  to  him,  until  she  undentood 
that  be  was  going  to  make  a  tender  of  his 
hand  to  a  per(>on  of  low  estate,  who  had 
been  his  sweetheart  while  he  woriced  as  « 
journeyman  weaver.  Our  aunt  was  no  sooner 
made  acquainted  with  this  design,  than  she 
starched  up  her  behaviour  with  a  double  por* 
tion  of  reserve ;  and,  when  the  company 
broke  up,  she  observed,  with  a  toss  of  her 
nose,  that  Brown  was  a  civil  fellow  enougbt 
considering  the  lowness  of  his  origin ;  but 
that  Fortune,  though  she  had  mended  his 
circumstances,  was  incapable  to  raise  his 
ideas,  which  were  still  humble  and  pl^ian. 

On  the  day  that  succeeded  this  adventure, 
we  went  some  miles  out  of  our  road  to  see 
Drumlanrig,  a  seat  belonging  to  the  duke  of 
Queensberry,  which  appears  like  a  magnifi- 
cent  palace,  erected  by  magic,  in  the  midst 
of  a  wilderness.  It  is  indeed  a  princely 
mansion,  with  suitable  parks  and  plantatiooa, 
rendered  still  more  striking  by  the  nakednen 
of  the  surrounding  countrv,  which  is  one  of 
the  wildest  tracks  in  all  Scotland.  This 
wilderness,  however,  is  different  from  thai 
of  the  Highlands ;  for  here  the  mountains, 
instead  of  heath,  are  covered  with  a  fine 
green  sward,  affording  pasture  to  innumera- 
ble  flocks  of  sheep.  But  the  fleeces  of  this 
country,  called  Nithsdale,  are  not  compara- 
ble to  the  wool  of  Galloway,  which  is  said 
to  equal  that  of  Salisbury  plain.  Having 
passed  the  night  at  the  castle  of  Drumlanrig, 
by  invitation  from  the  duke  himself,  who  is 
one  of  the  best  men  that  ever  breathed^  .jure 
prosecuted  our  journey  to  Dumfries,  a  very 
elegant  trading  town  near  the  borders  of 
England,  where  we  found  plenty  of  good 
provision  and  excellent  wine,  at  verj^  rea- 
sonable prices,  and  the  accommodation  as 
good  in  all  respects  as  in  any  part  of  South 
Britain.  If  I  was  confined  to  Scotland  for 
life,  I  would  choose  Dumfries  as  the  place 
of  my  residence.  Here  we  made  inquirise 
about  CaptaiA  Lismahago,  of  whom  hearing 
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no  tidioffBt  we  proceeded  by  the  Solway 
frith  to  Carlisle.  You  must  know,  that  the 
Solway  sands,  upon  which  travellers  pass  at 
low  water,  are  exceedingly  dangerous,  be- 
cause,  as  the  tide  makes,  they  become  quick 
in  different  places,  and  the  flood  rushes  in  so 
impetuously,  that  passengers  are  often  over- 
taken by  the  sea,  and  perish. 

In  crossing  these  treacherous  syrtes  with 
a  ^ide,  we  perceived  a  drowned  horse, 
which  Humphry  Clinker,  after  due  inspec- 
tion, declared  to  be  the  very  identical  beast 
which  Mr  Lismaha^o  rode  when  he  parted 
with  us  at  Feltonbridge  in  Northumberland. 
This  information,  which  seemed  to  intimate 
that  our  friend  the  lieutenant  had  shared  the 
fate  of  his  horse,  affected  us  all,  and  above 
all  our  aunt  Tabitha,  who  shed  salt  tears, 
and  obliged  Clinker  to  pull  a  few  hairs  out  of 
the  dead  horse's  tail,  to  be  worn  in  a  ring  as 
a  remembrance  of  his  master.  But  her  grief 
and  ours  was  not  of  long  duration  ;  for  one 
of  the  first  persons  we  saw  in  Carlisle  was 
the  lieutenant  in  propria  persona,  bargain- 
ing with  a  horse-oealer  for  another  steed,  in 
the  yard  of  the  inn  where  we  alighted.  Mrs 
Bramble  was  the  first  that  perceived  him, 
and  screamed  as  if  she  had  seen  a  ^ost ; 
and,  truly,  at  a  proper  time  and  place,  he 
might  very  well  have  passed  for  an  inhabit- 
ant of  another  world ;  for  he  was  more 
meagre  and  grim  than  before.  We  received 
him  the  more  cordially  for  having  supposed 
he  had  been  drowned ;  and  he  was  not  defi- 
cient in  expressions  of  satisfaction  at  this 
meeting.  He  told  us  he  had  inquired  for  us 
at  Dumfries,  and  been  informed  by  a  travel- 
ling merchant  from  Glasgow,  that  we  had  re- 
solved to  return  by  the  way  of  Coldstream. 
He  said,  that,  in  passing  the  sands  without 
a  guide,  his*  horse  had  knocked  up ;  and  he 
himself  must  have  perished,  if  he  had  not 
been  providentially  relieved  by  a  return  post- 
chaise.  He,  moreover,  ffave  us  to  under- 
stand, that  his  scheme  ofsettling  in  his  own 
country  having  miscarried,  he  was  so  far  on 
his  way  to  London,  with  a  view  to  embark 
for  North  America,  where  he  intended  to 
pass  the  rest  of  his  days  among  his  old  friends 
the  Miamis,  and  amuse  himself  in  finishing 
the  education  of  the  son  he  had  by  his  be- 
loved Squinkinacoosta. 

This  project  was  by  no  means  agreeable 
to  our  good  aunt,  who  expatiated  upon  the 
fatigues  and  dangers  that  would  attend  such 
a  long  voyage  by  sea,  and  afterwards  such  a 
tedious  journey  by  land.  She  enlarged  par- 
ticularly on  the  risk  he  would  run,  with  re- 
spect to  the  concerns  of  his  precious  soul, 
among  savages  who  had  not  yet  received  the 
glad  tidings  of  salvation ;  and  she  hinted, 
that  his  i£andoning  Great  Britain  might, 
perhaps,  prove  fata!  to  the  inclinations  of 
some  deserving  person,  whom  he  was  quali- 
fied to  make  happy  for  life.  My  uncle,  who 
k  raally  a  Don  Quixote  in  generosity,  un- 


derstanding that  Lismahago's  real  reason  for 
leaving  Scotland  was  the  impossibility  of 
subsisting  in  it  with  any  decency  upon  the 
wretched  provision  of  a  subaltern's  half  pay, 
began  to  be  warmly  interested  on  the  side 
of  compassion.  He  thought  it  very  hard, 
that  a  gentleman,  who  had  served  his  coun- 
try with  honour,  should  be  driven  by  necess- 
ity  to  spend  his  old  age  among  tne  refuse 
of  mankind,  in  such  a  remote  part  of  the 
world.  He  discoursed  with  me  upon  the 
subject,  observing,  that  he  would  willingly 
offer  the  lieutenant  an  asylum  at  Brambleton- 
hall,  if  he  did  not  foresee  that  his  singularities 
and  humour  of  contradiction  would  render 
him  an  intolerable  house-mate,  though  his 
conversation  at  times  might  be  both  in- 
structive and  entertaining;  but,  as  there 
seemed  to  be  something  particular  in  his 
attention  to  Mrs  Tabitha,  he  and  I  agreed  in 
opinion,  that  this  intercourse  should  be  en- 
couraged,  and  improved,  if  possible,  into  a 
matrimonial  union ;  in  which,  case  there 
would  be  a  comfortable  provision  for  both ; 
and  they  might  be  settled  in  a  house  of  their 
own,  so  that  Mr  Bramble  should  have  no 
more  of  their  companv  than  he  desired. 

In  pursuance  of  this  design,  lismahago 
has  been  invited  to  pass  the  winter  at  Bram- 
bleton-hall,  as  it  will  be  time  enough  to  ex- 
ecute his  American  project  in  the  spring. 
He  has  taken  time  to  consider  of  this  pro- 
posal ;  meanwhile  he  will  keep  us  companv 
as  far  as  we  travel  in  the  road  to  Bristol, 
where  he  has  hopes  of  getting  a  passage  for 
America.  I  make  no  doubt  but  that  he  will 
postpone  his  voyage,  and  prosecute  his  ad- 
dresses to  a  happy  consummation ;  and  sure, 
if  it  produces  any  ffliit,  it  must  be  of  a  very 
peculiar  flavour.  As  the  weather  continues 
favourable,  I  believe  we  shall  take  the  Peak 
of  Derbyshire  and  Buxton  wells  in  our  way. 
At  any  rate,  from  the  first  place  where  we 
make  any  stay,  you  shall  hear  again  from 
yours  always,  J.  MELFORD. 

Carlisle,  Sept.  12. 


To  Db  Lbwis. 

Dbab  Doctor, — The  peasantry  of  Scot- 
land are  certainly  on  «  poor  footing  all  over 
the  kingdom ;  and  yet  they  look  better,  and 
are  better  clothed,  than  those  of  the  same 
rank  in  Burgundy,  and  many  other  places 
of  France  and  Italy ;  nay,  I  will  venture  to 
say  they  are  better  fed,  notwithstanding  the 
boasted  wine  of  these  foreign  countries. 
The  country  people  of  North  Britain  live 
chiefly  on  oatmeal,  and  milk-cheese,  butter, 
and  some  garden  stuff,  with  now  and  then  a 
pickled  herring,  by  way  of  delicacy ;  but  flesh- 
meat  they  seldom  or  never  taste,  nor  any 
kind  of  strong  liquor,  except  twopenny,  at 
times  of  uncommon  festivity.  Their  break- 
toaX  is  a  kind  of  hasty -pudding  of  oatmeal. 
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or  pease-meal,  eaten  with  milk.  Tbcy  have 
commonly  pottage  to  dinnert  compoaed  of 
cale  or  cole,  leeks,  barley  or  big,  and  butter; 
and  this  is  reinforced  with  breiS,  and  cheese 
made  of  skimmed  milk.  At  night  they  sup 
on  sowens  or  flummery  of  oatmeal.  In  a 
scarcity  of  oats  they  use  the  meal  of  barley 
and  pease,  which  is  both  nourishing  and 
palatable.  Some  of  them  have  potatoes: 
and  you  find  parsnips  in  every  peasant's  gar- 
den. They  are  ctothed  with  a  coarse  kind 
of  russet  of  their  own  making,  which  is  both 
decent  and  warm.  They  dwell  in  poor  huts, 
built  of  loose  stones  and  turf,  without  any 
mortar,  having  a  fire-place  or  hearth  in  the 
middle,  generally  made  of  an  old  mill  stone, 
and  a  hole  at  top  to  let  out  the  smoke. 

These  people,  however,  are  content,  and 
wonderfully  sagacious.  All  of  them  read  the 
Bible,  and  are  even  qualified*to  dispute  upon 
the  articles  of  their  faith,  which,  in  those 

r.rts  I  have  seen,  is  entirely  presbyterian. 
am  told  that  the  inhabitants  of  Aberdeen- 
shire are  still  more  acute.  I  once  knew  a 
Scotch  gentleman  at  London,  who  had  de- 
clared war  against  this  part  of  his  country> 
and  swore  that  the  impudence  and  knavery 
of  the  Scotch  in  that  quarter  had  brought  a 
reproach  upon  the  whole  nation. 

The  river  Clyde,  above  Glasgow,  is  auite 
pastoral,  and  the  banks  of  it  are  everywhere 
adorned  with  fine  villas.  From  the  sea  to 
its  source,  we  may  reckon  the  seats  of  many 
families  of  the  first  rank,  such  ^  the  duke 
of  Argyll  at  Roseneath,  the  earl  of  Bute  in 
the  isle  of  that  name,  the  earl  of  Glencairn 
at  Finlayston,  Lord  Blantyre  at  Areskine, 
the  duchess  of  Douglas  #t  Bothwell,  the  duke 
of  Hamilton  at  Hamilton,  the  duke  of  Doug- 
las  at  Douglas,  and  the  earl  of  Hyndford  at 
Carmichael.  Hamilton  is  a  noble  palace, 
magnificently  furnished ;  and  hard  by  is  the 
village  of  that  name,  one  of  the  neatest  little 
towns  I  have  seen  in  any  country.  The  old 
castle  of  Douglas  being  burnt  to  the  ground 
by  accident,  the  late  duke  resolved,  as  head 
of  the  first  family  in  Scotland,  to  have  the 
largest  house  in  the  kingdom,  and  ordered  a 
plan  for  this  purpose :  but  there  was  only 
one  wing  of  it  finished  when  he  died.  It  is 
to  be  hoped  that  his  nephew,  who  is  now  in 
possession  of  his  great  fortune,  will  complete 
the  design  of  his  predecessor.  Clydesdale  is 
in  general  populous  and  rich,  containing  a 
great  number  of  gentlemen,  who  are  inde- 
pendent in  their  fortune;  but  it  produces 
more  cattle  than  com.  This  is  also  the  case 
with  Tweeddale,  through  part  of  which  we 
passed,  and  Nidsdale,  which  is  generally 
rough,  wild  and  mountainous.  These  hills 
are  covered  with  sheep :  and  this  is  the  small 
delicious  mutton,  so  much  preferable  to  that 
of  the  London  market.  As  their  feeding 
costs  so  little,  the  sheep  are  not  killed  till 
five  years  old,  when  their  flesh,  juices  and 
flavour  are  in  perfection ;  but  their  fleeces 


are  much  damaged  by  the  tar  with  which 
they  are  smeared  to  nreserve  them  from  the 
rot  in  winter,  during  which  they  run  wild  night 
and  day,  and  thousands  are  lost  under  huge 
wreaths  of  snow.  'Tis  a  pity  the  farmers 
cannot  contrive  some  means  to  shelter  this 
useful  animal  from  the  inclemencies  of  & 
rigorous  climate,  especially  from  the  perpe- 
tual rains,  which  are  more  prejudicial  than 
the  greatest  extremity  of  cold  weather. 

On  the  little  river  Nid,  is  situated  the 
castle  of  Drumlanrig,  one  of  the  noblest  seats 
in  Great  Britain,  belonging  to  the  duke  of 
Queensbcrry,  one  of  those  few  noblemen 
whose  goodness  of  heart  does  honour  to 
human  nature.  I  shall  not  pretend  to  enter 
into  a  description  of  this  palace,  which  is 
really  an  instance  of  the  sublime  in  magni- 
ficence, as  well  as  in  situation,  and  puts  one 
in  mind  of  the  beautiful  city  of  Palmyra, 
rising  like  a  vision  in  the  midst  of  the  wil- 
derness. His  grace  keeps  open  house,  and 
lives  with  great  splendour.  He  did  us  the 
honour  to  receive  us  with  sreat  courteey, 
and  detain  us  all  night,  together  with  above 
twenty  other  guests,  with  all  their  servants 
and  horses,  to  a  very  considerable  num- 
ber. The  duchess  was  equally  gracious,  and 
took  our  ladies  under  her  immediate  pro- 
tection. The  longer  I  live,  I  see  more  rea- 
son to  believe  that  prejudices  of  education 
are  never  wholly  eradicated,  even  when  they 
are  discovered  to  be  erroneous  and  absurd. 
Such  habits  of  thinking  as  interest  the  grand 
passions,  cleave  to  the  human  heart  in  such 
a  manner,  that  though  an  effort  of  reason 
may  force  them  from  their  hold  for  a  mo- 
ment, this  violence  no  sooner  ceases,  than 
they  resume  their  ^sp  with  an  increased 
elasticity  and  adhesion. 

I  am  led  into  this  reflection  by  what  pass- 
ed at  the  duke's  table  after  supper.  The 
conversation  turned  upon  the  vulgar  notions 
of  spirits  and  omens,  that  prevail  among  the 
commonalty  of  North  Britain,  and  all  the 
company  agreed  that  nothing  could  be  more 
ridiculous.  One  gentleman,  however,  told 
a  remarkable  story  of  himself,  by  way  of 
speculation.  "  Being  on  a  party  of  hunting 
in  the  noKh,"  said  he,  **  I  resolved  to  visit  an 
old  friend,  whom  I  had  not  seen  for  twenty 
years, — so  long  he  had  been  retired  and  se- 
questered from  all  his  acquaintance,  and  lived 
in  a  moping  melancholy  way,  much  afiiicted 
with  lowness  of  spirits,  occasioned  by  the 
death  of  his  wife,  whom  he  loved  witl^n- 
common  afi^ction.  As  he  resided  in  a  re- 
mote part  of  the  country,  and  we  were  five 
gentlemen,  with  as  many  servants,  we  car- 
ried some  provision  with  us  from  the  next 
market  town,  lest  we  should  find  him  unpre- 
pared for  our  reception.  The  roads  being 
bad,  we  did  not  arrive  at  the  house  till  two 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  were  ajfree^ 
ably  surprised  to  find  a  very  good  dmner 
ready  in  the  kitchen ;  and  the  cloth  laid  with 
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six  covers.  My  friend  hiinself  appeared  in 
his  best  apparel  at  the  gate,  and  received  us 
with  open  arms,  telling  me  he  had  been*ex- 
pecting  us  these  two  hours.  Astonished  at 
this  declaration,  I  asked  who  had  given  him 
intelligence  of  our  coming;  and  he  smiled, 
without  making  any  other  reply.  However, 
presuming  upon  our  former  intimacy,  I  af. 
terwards  insisted  upon  knowing ;  and  he  told 
me,  very  gravely,  he  had  seen  me  in  a  vision 
of  the  second  sight.  Nay,  he  called  in  the 
evidence  of  his  steward,  who  solemnly  de- 
clared, that  his  master  had  the  day  biefore 
apprised  him  of  my  coming  with  four  other 
strangers,  and  ordered  him  to  provide  accord- 
ing] v  ;  in  consequence  of  which  intimation 
he  had  prepared  the  dinner  which  we  were 
now  eating,  and  had  laid  the  covers  accord- 
ing to  the  number  foretold.  The  incident 
we  all  owned  to  be  remarkable,  and  I  en- 
deavoured to  account  for  it  by  natural  means. 
I  observed,  that  as  the  old  £;entleman  was  of 
a  visionary  turn,  the  casuu  idea  or  remem- 
brance of  his  old  friend,  might  sugfi^est  those 
circumstances  which  accident  had  for  once 
realized ;  but  that  in  all  probability  he  had 
seen  many  visions  of  the  same  kind,  which 
were  never  verified.  None  of  the  company 
directly  dissented  from  my  opinion ;  but  from 
the  objections  that  were  hinted,  I  could 
plainly  perceive,  that  the  majority  were  per- 
suaded there  was  something  more  extraordi- 
nary in  the  case. 

Another  gentleman  of  the  company,  ad- 
dressing himself  to  me, — "  Without  all 
doubt,"  said  he,  *'  a  diseased  imagination  is 
verv  apt  to  produce  visions ;  but  we  must 
find  some  other  method  to  account  for  some- 
thing of  this  kind  that  happened  within 
these  eight  days  in  my  neighbourhood.    A 

Sentleman  of  a  good  family,  who  cannot  be 
eemed  a  visionary  in  any  sense  of  the  word, 
was,  near  his  own  orate,  in  the  twilight,  visit- 
ed by  his  grandfather,  who  has  been  dead 
these  fifteen  years.  The  spectre  was  mount- 
ed seemingly  on  the  very  horse  he  used  to 
ride,  with  an  anffry  and  terrible  countenance, 
and  said  something,  which  his  grandson,  in 
the  confusion  of  his  fear,  eould  not  under- 
stand. But  this  was  not  all :  he  lifted  up  a 
huge  horse-whip,  and  applied  it  with  great 
vi<3ence  to  his  back  and  shoulders,  on  which 
I  saw  the  impression  with  my  own  eyes. 
The  apparition  was  afterwards  seen  by  the 
sexton  of  the  parish,  hovering  about  the 
ton^  where  his  body  lies  interred;  as  the 
roan  declared  to  several  persons  in  the  vil- 
lage, before  he  knew  what  had  happened  to 
the  gentleman.  Nay,  he  actually  came  to 
me,  as  a  justice  of  the  peace,  in  order  to 
make  oath  of  these  particulars,  which,  how- 
ever, I  declined  administering.  As  for  the 
grandson  of  the  defunct,  he  is  a  sober,  sen- 
sible, worldly-minded  fellow,  too  intent  upon 
schemes  of  interest  to  give  into  reveries.  He 
would  have  willingly  conceded  the  affair ; 


but  he  bawled  out  in  the  first  transports  of 
his  fear,  and  running  into  the  house,  exposed 
his  back  and  his  sconce  to  the  whole  family ; 
so  that  there  was  no  denying  it  in  the  sequel. 
It  is  now  the  common  discourse  of  the  coun- 
try, that  this  appearance  and  behaviour  of 
the  old  man's  spirit  portends  some  great  ca^ 
lamity  to  the  family,  and  the  good  woman 
has  actually  taken  to  her  bed  in  this  appre- 
hension." 

Though  I  did  not  pretend  to  explain  this 
mystery,  I  said  I  did  not  at  all  doubt  but  it 
would  one  day  appear  to  be  a  deception; 
and,  in  all  probability,  a  scheme  executed  by 
some  enemy  of  the^  peVson  who  had  sustain- 
ed the  assault :  but  still  the  gentleman  in- 
sisted upon  the  clearness  of  the  evidence, 
and  the  concurrence  of  testimony,  by  which 
two  creditable  witnesses,  without  having  any 
communication  one  with  another,  affirmed- 
the  appearance  of  the  same  man,  with  whose 
person  they  were  both  well  acquainted. 

From  Drumlanriff  we  pursued  the  course 
of  the  Nid  to  Dumfries,  which  stands  several 
miles  above  the  place  where  the  river  falls 
into  the  sea:  and  is,  after  Glasgow,  the 
handsomest  town  I  have  seen  in  Scotland. 
The  inhabitants,  indeed,  seem  to  have  pro- 
posed that  city  as  their  model ;  not  only  in 
beautifyinff  their  town  and  regulating  its  po- 
lice, but  abo  in  prosecuting  their  schemes  of 
commerce  and  manufacture,  by  which  they 
are  grown  rich  and  opulent. 

We  re-entered  England  by  the  wav  of 
Carlisle,  where  we  accidentally  met  with  oar 
friend  Lismahago,  whom  we  had  in  vain  in- 
quired after  at  Dumfries  and  other  pUces. 
It  would  seem  that  the  captain,  like  the  pro- 
phets of  old,  is  but  little  honoured  in  his  own 
country,  wHch  he  has  now  renounced  for 
ever.  He  gave  me  the  following  particulars 
of  his  visit  to  his  native  soil.  In  his  way  to 
the  place  of  his  nativity,  he  learned  that  his 
nephew  had  married  the  daughter  of  a  bour- 
geois,'who  directed  a  weaving  manufacture, 
and  had  gone  into  partnership  with  his  father- 
in-law  :  chagrined  with  this  information,  he 
had  arrived  at  the  gate  in  the  twilight,  where 
he  heard  the  sound  of  treddles  in  the  great 
hall,  which  had  exasperated  him  to  such  a 
degree,  that  he  had  like  to  have  lost  his 
senses :  while  he  was  thus  transported  with 
indignation,  his  nephew  chanced  to  come 
forth,  when,  being  no  longer  master  of  his 
passion,  he  cried, — **  Degenerate  rascal :  you 
have  made  my  father's  hou^e  a  den  of 
thieves;"  and  at  the  same  time  chastised 
him  with  his  horse-whip  ;  then,  riding  round 
the  adjoining  village,  he  had  visited  the  bury- 
ing-ground  of  his  ancestors  by  moon-light ; 
and,  having  paid  his  respects  to  their  manetf 
travelled  ul  night  to  another  part  of  the 
country.  Finding  the  head  of  his  ftimily  in 
such  a  disgraceful  situation,  all  his  own 
friends  dead  or  removed  from  the  places  of 
their  former  residence,  and  the  expense  of 
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living  increased  to  double  of  what  it  had 
been  when  he  first  left  his  native  country,  be 
had  bid  it  an  eternal  adieu,  and  was  deter- 
mined  to  seek  for  repose  among  the  forests 
of  America. 

I  was  no  longer  at  a  loss  to  account  for 
the  apparition,  which  had  been  described  at 
Drumlanrig ;  and  when  I  repeated  the  story 
to  the  lieutenant,  he  was  much  pleased  to 
think  his  resentment  had  been  so  much  more 
effectual  than  he  intended ;  and  he  owned, 
he  might,  at  such  an  hour,  and  in  such  an 
equipage,  verv  well  pass  for  the  ghost  of 
his  father,  whom  he  was  said  greatly  to 
resemble.  Between  irieuds,  I  fancy  Lisma- 
hago  will  find  a  retreat  without  going  so  far 
as  the  wigwams  of  the  Miamis.  My  sister 
Tabby  is  making  continual  advances  to  him, 
in  the  way  of  affection  ;  and,  if  I  may  trust 
to  appearances,  the  captain  is  disposed  to 
take  opportunity  by  the  forelock.  For  my 
part,  1  intend  to  encourage  this  corres- 
pondence, and  shall  be  gdad  to  see  them 
united.  In  that  case  we  snail  find  a  way  to 
settle  them  comfortabiy  in  our  own  neigh- 
bourhood. I  and  my  servants  will  get  rid  of 
a  very  troublesome  and  tyrannic  go vemante, 
and  I  shall  have  the  benefit  of  Lismahago's 
conversation,  without  being  obliged  to  take 
j.  more  of  his  company  than  I  desire ;  for 
though  an  olia  is  a  high-fiavoured  dish,  I 
could  not  bear  to  dine  upon  it  every  day  of 
my  life. 

I  am  much  pleased  with  Manchester,  which 
is  one  of  the  most  a^eable  and  flourishing 
towns  in  Great  Britam  ;  and  I  perceive,  that 
this' is  the  place  which  hath  animated  the 
spirit  and  suggested  the  chief  manufactures 
of  Glasgow.  We  propose  to  visit  Chats- 
worth,  Uie  Peak  and  buxton,  from  which 
last  place  we  shall  proceed  directly  home- 
wards, though  by  easy  journeys.  If  the  sea- 
son has  been  as  favourable  m  Wales  as  in 
the  north,  your  harvest  is  happily  finished ; 
and  we  have  nothing  left  to  think  of  but  our 
October,  of  which  let  Barnes  be  properly  re- 
minded. You  will  find  me  much  better  in 
flesh  than  I  was  at  our  parting;  and  this 
short  separation  has  ^ven  a  new  edg^  to 
those  sentiments  of  friendship  with  which  I 
always  have  been,  and  ever  shall  be,  yours, 

MATT.  BRAMBLE. 

Manehester^  Sept.  15. 


To   MS8   GWTLLIM,  HOUSBKBBPBR   AT 

Bramblbton-Uall. 

Mrs  Gwtllim, — It  has  pleased  Provi- 
dence to  bring  us  safe  back  to  England,  and 
partake  us  in  many  pearls  by  land  and  water, 
m  particular,  the  DevtVs  Harae  a  pike  and 
Hovden'a  holcj  which  hath  got  no  bottom  ; 
and  as  we  are  drawing  huomwards,  it  may  be 
proper  to  apprise  you,  that  Brambleton-hall 
may  be  in  a  condition  to  receive  us,  afier  this 


long  Journev  to  t]\e  islands  of  Scotland.  By 
the  first  of^next  month  you  may  begin  to 
make  constant  fires  in  my  brother's  chamber 
and  mine :  and  burn  a  laggot  every  day  in 
the  yellow  damask  room ;  have  the  tester 
and  curtains  dusted,  and  the  feather-bed  and 
matrosses  well  haired;  because,  perhaps, 
with  the  blessing  of  heaven,  they  may  be 
vused  on  some  occasion.  Let  the  ould  hogs- 
head be  well  skewered  and  seasoned  for 
bear,  as  Mat  is  resolved  to  have  his  seller 
choak-fool. 

If  the  house  was  mine,  I  would  turn  over 
a  new  leaf.  I  don't  see  why  the  sarvants  of* 
Wales  shouldn't  drink  fkir  water,  and  eat  hot 
cakes  and  barley  cale,  as  they  do  in  Scot- 
land, without  troubling  the  botcher  above 
once  a-quarter.  I  hope  you  keep  accunt  of 
Roger^s  purseeding  in  reverence  to  the  but- 
ter-milk. I  expect  my  due  when  I  come 
huom,  without  baiting  an  ass,  I'll  assure 
you.  As  you  must  have  layed  a  great  many 
more  eggs  than  would  be  eaten,  I  do  suppose 
there  is  a  power  of  turks,  chickings  and  guz- 
zling  about  the  house ;  and  a  brave  kargo  of 
cheese  ready  for  market ;  and  that  the  owl 
has  been  sent  to  Crickhowel,  saving  what 
the  maids  spun  in  the  family. 

Pray  let  the  whole  house  and  fumitore 
have  a  through  cleaning  from  top  to  bot- 
tom, for  the  honour  of  Wales ;  and  let  Roger 
search  into  and  make  a  general  clearance 
of  the  slit  holes  which  the  maids  have  in 
secret ;  for  I  know  they  are  much  given  to 
sloth  and  uncleanness.  I  hope  you  have 
worked  a  reformation  among  them,  as  I  ex- 
horted you  in  my  last,  and  set  their  hearts 
upon  better  things  than  they  can  find  in 
junkitting  and  caterwauling  with  the  fellows 
of  the  country. 

As  for  Win  Jenkins,  she  has  undergone  a 
perfect  metamurphysis,  and  is  become  a  new 
creeter  from  the  ammunition  of  Humphry 
Clinker,  our  new  footman,  a  pious  young 
man,  who  has  laboured  exceedingly,  that 
she  might  bring  forth  fruits  of  repentance.  I 
make  no  doubt  but  he  will  take  the  same 
pains  with  that  pert  hussy  Mary  Jones,  and 
all  of  you ;  and  that  he  may  have  power 
given  to  penetrate  and  instil  his  goodness, 
even  into  your  most  inward  parts,  is  the 
fervent  prayer  of,  your  friend  in  the  spirit, 

TAB.  BRAMBLE. 

Sept,  18. 


-4 


To  Dr  Lb  wis. 


•  Dbar  Lbwis, — Lismahago  is  more  para- 
doxical than  ever.  The  late  gulp  he  had  of 
his  native  air,  seems  to  have  blown  firesh 
spirits  into  all  his  polemical  faculties.  I 
congratulated  him  the  other  day  on  the  pre- 
sent flourishing  state  of  his  country,  observ- 
ing, that  the  Scotch  were  now  in  a  fkir  way 
to  wipe  off  the  national  reproach  of  povei^» 
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-  and  expressing  my  satisfaction  at  the  happy 
effects  of  the  union,  so  conspicuous  in  the 
improvement  of  their  agriculture,  commerce, 
manufactures  and  manners.  The  lieutenant, 
screwing  up  his  features  into  a  look  of  dis- 
sent and  disgust,  commented  on  my  remarks 
to  this  effect :  *'  Those  who  reproach  a  na- 
tion for  its  poverty  when  it  is  not  owing  to 
the  profligacy  or  vice  of' the  people,  deserve 
no  answer.  The  Lacedemonians  were  poorer 
than  the  Scotch,  when  they  took  the  lead 
among  all  the  free  states  of  Greece,  and 
were  esteemed  above   them    all  for  their 
valour  and  their  virtue.    The  most  respect- 
able Jieroes  of  ancient  Rome,  such  as  Fabri- 
cius,  -Cincinnatus  and  Regulus,  were  poorer 
than  the  poorest  freeholder  in  Scotland ;  and 
there  are  at  this  day  individuals  in  North 
Britain,  one  of  whom  can  produce  more  gold 
and  silver  than  the  whole  republic  of  Rome 
could  raise  at  those  times  when  their  public 
virtue   shone   with  unrivalled  lustre;    and 
poverty  was  so  far  from  being  a  reproach, 
that  it  sdded  fresh  laurels  to  her  fame,  be- 
cause it  indicated  a  noble  contempt  of  wealth, 
which  was  proof  against  all  the  arts  of  cor- 
ruption.    If  poverty  be  a  subject  of  reproach, 
it  follows,  that  wealth  is  the  object  of  es- 
teem and  veneration.    In  that  case  there 
are  Jews  and  others  in  Amsterdam  and  Lon- 
don,  enriched  by  usury,  peculation  and  differ- 
ent species  of  fraud  and  extortion,  who  are 
more  estimable  than  the  most  virtuous  and 
illustrious  members  of  the  community ;  an 
absurdity  which  no  man  in  his  senses  will 
offer  to  maintain.     Riches  are  certainly  no 
proof  of  merit :  nay,  they  sre  oflen  (if  not 
most  commonly)  acquired  by  persons  of  sor- 
did minds  and  mean  talents :  nor  do  they  give 
any  intrinsic  worth  to  the  possessor ;  but,  on 
the  contrary,  tend  to  pervert  his  understand- 
ing, and  render  his  morals  more  depraved. 
But,  granting  that  poverty  were  really  mat- 
ter of  reproach,  it  cannot  be  justly  imputed 
to  Scotland.    No  country  is  poor  that  can 
supply  its  inhabitants  with  the  necessaries 
of  life,  and  even  afford  articles  for  exporta- 
tion. Scotland  is  rich'  in  natural  advantages ; 
it  produces  every  species  of  provision  in 
abundance,  vast  herds  of  cattle,  and  flocks 
of  sheep,  with  a  great  number  of  horses ; 
prodigious  quantities  of  wool  and  flax,  and 
.plenty  of  copse  wood,  and  in  some  parts  large 
forests  of  timber.  The  earth  is  still  more  rich 
belttiv  than  above  the  surface.  ^  It  yields  inex- 
hathible  stores  of  coal,  free*6tone,  marble, 
lead,  iron,  copper  and  silver,  with  some  gold. 
The  sea  abounds  with  excellent  fish,  and  salt 
to  cure  them  for  exportation  ;  and  there  are 
creeks  and  harbours  round  the  whole  king- 
dom, for  the  convenience  and  security  of 
navigation.    The  face  of  the  country  dis- 
plays a  surprising  number  of  cities,  towns, 
villas  and  villages,  swarming  with  people ; 
and  there  seems  to  be  no  want  of  art,  indus- 
try, government  and  police.    Such  a  king- 
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dom  never  can  be  called  poor,  in  any  sense 
of  the  word,  though  there  may  be  many 
others  more  powerful  and  opulent.  But  the 
proper  use  of  those  advantages,  and  the  pre- 
sent prosperity  of  the  Scotch,  you  seem  to 
derive  from  the  union  of  the  two  kingdoms." 

I  said,  I  suppose  he  would  not  deny  that 
the  appearance  of  the  country  was  moch 
mended;  that  the  people  lived  better,  had 
more  trade,  and  a  greater  quantitv  of  money 
circulating  since  the  union,  thai^  before.  **l 
may  safely  admit  these  premises,"  answered 
the  lieutenant,  **  without  subscribing  to  your 
inference.  The  difference  you  mention,  I 
should  take  to  be  the  natural  profirress  of  im- 
provement. Since  that  period,  other  nations, 
such  as  the  Swedes,  the  Danes,  and,  in  par- 
ticular,  the  French,  have  greatly  increased 
in  commeroe,  without  any  such  cause  assign- 
ed. Before  the  union,  there  was  a  remark- 
able spirit  of  trade  among  the  Scotch,  as  ap- 
peareo  in  the  case  of  their  Darien  company, 
m  which  they  had  embarked  no  less  than 
four  hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling ;  and 
in  the  flourishing  state  of  the  maritime  towns 
in  Fife,  and  on  the  eastern  coast,  enriched 
by  their  trade  with  France,  which  failed  in 
consequence  of  the  union.  The  only  solid 
commercial  advantage  reaped  from  that  mea- 
sure, was  the  privuege  of  trading  to  the 
English  plantations  ;  yet,  excepting  Glasgow 
and  Dumfries,  I  don't  know  any  other  Scotch 
towns  concerned  in  that  traffic.  In  othei 
respects,  I  conceive,  the  Scotch  were  losers 
by  the  union.  They  lost  the  independency 
of  their  state,  the  greatest  prop  of  national 
spirit ;  they  lost  their  parliament,  and  their 
courts  of  justice  were  subjected  to  the  revis. 
ion  and  supremacy  of  an  English  tribunal." 

"  Softly,  captain,"  cried  I,  "  you  cannot  be 
said  to  have  lost  you  own  parliament,  while 
you  are  represented  in  that  of  Great  Britain." 
*'  True,"  said  he,  with  a  sarcastic  grin,  '*  in 
debates  of  national  competition,  the  sixteen 
peers  and  forty-five  commoners  of  Scotland 
must  make  a  formidable  figure  in  the  scale, 
against  the  whole  English  legislature."  Be 
tmit  as  it  may,"  I  observed,  **  while  I  had 
the  honour  to  sit  in  the  lower  house,  the 
Scotch  members  had  always  the  majority  on 
their  side."  *'  I  understand  you,  sir,"  said 
he ;  '*  they  generally  side  with  the  majority ; 
so  much  the  worse  for  their  constituents,  iat 
even  this  evil  is  not  the  worst  they  have  sus- 
tained  by  the  union.  Their  trade  has  been 
saddled  with  prievous  impositions,  and  every 
article  of  living  severely  taxed,  to  pay  the 
interest  of  enormous  debts,  contracted  by  the 
English,  in  support  of  measures  and  connec- 
tions in  which  the  Scotch  had  no  interest 
nor  concern.  I  begged  he  would  at  least 
allow,  that,  by  the  union,  the  Scotch  were 
admitted  to  all  the  privileges  and  immunities 
of  English  subjects  ;  by  which  means  multi- 
tudes of  them  were  provided  for  in  the  army 
or  navy,  and  got  fortunes  ip  different  parts 
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of  England  and  itd  dofninioiui.  '*  All  these, " 
said  he,  *'  become  English  subjects  to  all  in- 
tents  and  purposes,  and  are  in  a  great  mea- 
sure lost  to  their  mother  country.  The  spirit 
of  rambling  and  adventure  has  been  always 
peculiar  to  the  natives  of  Scotland.  If  ihey 
had  not  met  with  encouragement  in  £ng. 
land,  they  would  have  served  and  settled,  as 
formerly,  in  other  countries,  such  as  Mus- 
covy, Sweden,  Denmark,  Poland,  Germany, 
France,  Piedmont,  and  Italy,  in  all  which 
nations  their  descendants  continue  to  flourish 
even  at  this  day." 

By  this  time  my  patience  began  to  fail, 
and  I  exclaimed, — ''For  God's  sake  what 
has  England  got  by  this  union,  which,  you 
say,  has  been  so  productive  of  misfortune  to 
the  Scotch  1"    '*  Great  and  manifold  are  the 
advantages  which  England  derives  from  the 
union,"  said  Lismahaffo,  in  a  solemn  tone : 
"  first  and  foremost,  the  settlement  of  the 
protestant  succession,  a  point  which  the  Eng- 
lish ministry  drove  with  such  eagerness,  that 
no  stone  was  left  unturned  to  cajole  and  bribe 
a  few  leading  men,  to  cram  the  union  down 
the  throats  of  the  Scottish  nation,  who  were 
surprisingly  averse  to  the  expedient.    The^ 
gained  by  it  a  considerable  addition  of  tem- 
tory,  extending  their  dominion  to  the  sea  on 
all  sides  of  the  island,  thereby  shutting  up 
all  back-doors  against  the  enterprises  of  Iheir 
enemies.     They  got  an  accession  of  above 
a  million  of  usenil  subjects,  constituting  a 
never-failing  nursery  of  seamen,  soldiers, 
Itbourers  and  mechanics ;  a  most  valuable 
acquisition  to  a  trading  countiy,  exposed  to 
foreign  wars,  and  obliged  to  mamtain  a  num- 
ber of  settlements  in  all  the  four  quarters  of 
the  globe.    In  the  course  of  seven  years, 
during  the  last  wax,  Scotland  furnished  the 
English  army  and  navy  with  seventy  thou- 
sand men,  over  and  above  those  who  mi- 
grated to  their  colonies,  or  mingled  with 
them  at  home  in  the  civil  departments  of  life. 
This  was  a  very  considerable  and  seasonable 
supply  to  a  nation,  whose  people  had  been 
for  many  vears  decreasing  in  number,  and 
whose  lanas  and  manufactures  were  actually 
HufTering  for  want  of  hands.    I  need  not  re- 
mind you  of  the  hackneyed  maxim,  that  to  a 
nation  in  such  circumstances,  a  supply  of 
industrious  people  is  a  supply  of  wealth ;  nor 
repeat  an  observation,  which  is  now  received 
as  an  eternal  truth,  even  among  the  English 
themselves,  that  the  Scotch  who  settle  in 
South  Britain  are  remarkably  sober,  orderly 
and  industrious.** 

I  allowed  the  truth  of  this  remark,  adding, 
that,  by  their  industry,  economy  and  circum- 
spection, many  of  them  in  England,  as  well 
as  in  her  colonies,  amassed  large  fortunes, 
with  which  they  returned  to  their  own  coun- 
trf ,  and  this  was  so  much  lost  to  South  Bri- 
tain. "  Give  me  leax'e,  sir,"  said  he,  **  to 
assure  you,  that  in  your  fact  you  are  mis-> 
taken,  and    'f9   your  deduction   erroneous. 


I  Not  one  in  two  hundred  that  leave  Scotland 
ever  returns  to  settle  in  his  own  country; 
and  the  few  that  do  return,  carry  thither 
nothing  that  can  possibly  diminish  the  stock 
of  South  Britain ;  for  none  of  their  treasure 
stagnates  in  Scotland.    There  is  a  continual 
circulation,  like  that  of  the  blood  in  the  hu- 
man body,  and  Enefland  is  the  heart,  to  which 
all  the  streams  which  it  distributes  are  re> 
funded  and  returned ;  nay,  in  consequence 
of  that  luxury,  which  our  connection  with 
England  hath  greatly  encouraged,  if  not  in- 
troduced, all  the  produce  of  our  lands,  and 
all  the  profits  of  our  trade,  are  engrossed  by 
the  natives  of  South  Britain;  for  you  will 
find  that  the  exchange  between  the  two  king- 
doms is  always  against  Scotland,  and  that 
she  retains  neither  gold  nor  silver  sufHcient 
for  her  ow'n  circulation.     The  Scotch,  not 
content  with  their  own  manufactures  and 
produce,  which  would  very  well  answer  all 
necessary  occasions,  seem  to  vie  with  each 
other  in  purchasing  superfluities  from  Eng- 
land,  such  as  broad  cloth,  velvets,  stufi, 
silks,  lace,  furs,  jev/els,  furniture  of  all  sorts, 
sugar,  rum,  tea,  chocolate  and  coffee ;  in  a 
word,  not  only  every  mode  of  the  most  ex- 
travagant luxury,  but  even  many  articles  of 
convenience,  which  they  might  find  as  good, 
and  much  cheaper,  in  their  own  country. 
For  all  these  particulars,  England,  I  con- 
ceive,  may  touch  about  one  million  sterling 
a-year.     I  don't  pretend  to  make  an  exact 
calculation ;  perhaps  it  may  be  something 
less,  and  perhaps  a  great  deal  more.     The 
annual  revenue  arising  from  all  the  private 
estates  of  Scotland  cannot  fall  short  of  a 
million  sterling ;  and  I  should  imagine  their 
trade  will  amount  to  as  much  more.     I  know 
the  linen  manufacture  alone  returns  near  half 
a  million,  exclusive  of  the  home  consumption 
of  that  article.     If,  therefore.  North  Britain 
pays  a  balance  of  a  million  annually  to  Eng- 
land,  I  insist  upon  it,  that  country  is  more 
valuable  to  her,  in  the  way  of  commerce, 
than  any  colony  in  her  possession,  over  and 
above  the  other  advantages  which  I  have 
specified ;  therefore,  they  are  no  friends  either 
to  England  or  to  truth,  who  affect  to  depre- 
cate the  northern  part  of  the  united  king- 
dom." 

I  must  own,  I  was  at  first  a  little  nettled 
to  find  myself  schooled  in  so  many  particu- 
lars.  Though  I  did  not  receive  all  his  as* 
sertions  as  gospel,  I  was  not  prepared  to 
refute  them  ;  and  I  cannot  help  now  aojpii- 
escing  in  his  remarks,  so  far  as  to  think, 
that  the  contempt  for  Scotland,  which  ore- 
vails  too  much  on  this  side  of  the  Tweea,  is 
founded  on  prejudice  and  error.  After  some 
recollection, — "  Well,  captain,"  said  I,  "you 
have  argued  stoutly  for  the  importance  of 
your  own  country :  for  my  part,  I  have  such 
a  regard  for  our  fellow-stibjects  of  North 
Britain,  that  1  should  be  glad  to  see  the  day 
when  your  peasants  can  afford  to  give  all 
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their  oats  to  thw  cattle,  hogs  and  poultry, 
and  indulge  themselves  with  good  wheaten 
loaves,  instead  of  such  poor,  unpalatable  and 
inflammatory  diet."  Here  again  1  brought 
myself  into  a  premunire  with  the  disputatious 
Caledonian.  He  said,  he  hoped  he  should 
never  see  the  common  people  lifted  out  of 
that  sphere  for  which  they  were  intended  by 
nature  and  the  course  of  things ;  that  the^ 
might  have  some  reason  to  complain  of  their 
bread,  if  it  were  mixed,  like  that  of  Norway, 
with  saw  dust  and  fish  bones :  but  that  oat- 
meal was,  he  apprehended,  as  nourishing 
and  salutary  as  wheat  flour,  and  the  Scotch 
in  general  thought  it  at  least  as  savoury. 
He  affirmed,  that  a  mouse,  which,  in  the 
article  of  self-preservation,  might  be  supposed 
to  act  from  infallible  instinct,  would  always 
prefer  oats  to  wheat,  as  appeared  from  ex- 
perience ;  for,  in  a  place  where  there  was  a 
parcel  of  each,  that  animal  had  never  begun 
to  feed  upon  the  latter  till  all  the  oats  were 
consumed.  For  their  nutritive  quality,  he 
appealed  to  the  hale,  robust  constitutions  of 
the  people,  who  lived  chiefly  upon  oatmeal : 
and,  instead  of  being  inflammatory,  he  as. 
sorted,  that  it  was  cooling,  subacid,  balsamic 
and  mucilaginous;  insomuch,  that,  in  all 
inflammatory  distempers,  recourse  was  had 
to  water-gruel  and  flummery  made  of  oat- 
meal." 

**  At  least,"  said  I,  "  give  me  leave  to  wish 
them  such  a  degree  of  commerce  as  may 
enable  them  to  follow  their  own  inclinations." 
'* Heaven  forbid!"  cried  this  philosopher. 
**  Woe  be  to  that  nation  where  the  multitude 
is  at  liberty  to  follow  their  own  inclinations ! 
Commerce  is  undoubtedly  a  blessing,  while 
restrained  within  its  proper  channels ;  but  a 
glut  of  wealth  brings  along  with  it  a  glut  of 
evils:  it  brings  false  taste,  &lse  appetite, 
false  wants,  profusion,  venality,  contempt 
of  order,  engendering  a  spirit  of  licentious- 
ness, insolence  and  faction,  that  keeps  the 
community  in  continual  ferment,  and  in  time 
destroys  all  the  distinctions  of  civil  society ; 
so  that  universal  anarchy  and  uproar  must 
ensue.  Will  any  sensible  man  aflirra,  that 
the  national  advantages  of  opulence  are  to 
be  sought  on  these  terms  1  No,  sure ; — ^but 
I  am  one  of  those  who  think,  that,  by  proper 
regulations,  commerce  may  produce  everv 
national  benefit,  without  the  allay  of  such 
concomitant  evils." 

So  much  for  the  dogmata  of  my  friend 
Littoahago,  whom  I  describe  the  more  cir- 
cumstantially, as  I  firmly  believe  he  will  set 
up  his  rest  in  Monmouthshire.  Yesterday, 
while  I  was  alone  with  him,  he  asked,  in 
some  conflision,  if  I  should  have  any  objec- 
tion to  the  success  of  a  gentleman  and  a 
soldier,  provided  he  should  be  so  fortunate 
as  to  engage  my  sister's  aflfection.  I  an- 
swered, without  hesitation,  that  my  sister 
was  old  enough  to  iudee  for  herself;  and  that 
I  should  be  very  nr  nrom  disapproving  any  | 


resolution  she  might  take  in  his  favour.  His 
eves  sparkled  at  this  declaration.  He  de- 
dared,  he  should  think  himself  the  happiest  . 
man  on  earth  to  be  connected  with  my  family ; 
and  that  he  should  never  be  weary  of  giving 
me  proofs  of  his  gratitude  and  attachment. 
I  suppose  Tabby  and  he  are  already  agreed ; 
in  which  case  we  shall  have  a  wedding  at 
Bramblcton-hall,  and  you  shall  give  away 
the  bride.  It  is  the  least  thing  you  can  do, 
by  way  of  atonement  for  your  former  cruelty 
to  that  poor  love-sick  maiden,  who  has  been 
so  long  a  thorn  in  the  side  of  yours, 

MATT.  BR4MBLE. 

Sept,  20. 

We  have  been  at  Buxton ;  but,  as  I  did 
not  much  reUsh  the  company  or  the  accom- 
modations, and  had  no  occasion  for  the 
water,  we  staid  but  two  nights  in  the  place. 


To  Sm  Watkin  Phillips,  Bakt.  at  Oxon. 

Dear  Wat, — Adventures  begin  to  thick- 
en as  we  advance  to  the  southward.  Lisma- 
hago  has  now  professed  himself  the  admirer 
of  our  aunt,  and  carries  on  his  addresses  un- 
der the  sanction  of  her  brother's  approbation  ; 
so  that  we  shall  certainly  have  a  wedding  by 
Christmas.  I  should  be  glad  you  was  present 
at  the  nuptials,  to  help  me  to  throw  the  stock- 
ing, and  perform  other  ceremonies  peculiar 
to  the  occasion.  I  am  sure  it  will  be  pro- 
ductive of  some  diversion  ;  and,  truly,  it 
would  be  worth  your  while  to  come  across 
the  country  on  purpose  to  see  two  such  ori- 
ginal figures  in  bed  together,  with  their  laced 
night-caps ;  he  the  emblem  of  good  cheer, 
and  she  the  picture  of  good-nature.  All  this 
agreeable  prospect  was  clouded,  and  had 
well  nigh  vanished  entirely,  in  consequence 
of  a  late  misunderstanding  between  the  fu- 
ture brothers-in-law,  which,  however,  is 
now  happily  removed. 

A  few  da^s  ago,  my  uncle  and  I,  going  to 
visit  a  relation,  met  with  Lord  Oxmington  at 
his  house,  who  asked  us  to  dine  with  him 
next  day,  and  we  accepted  the  invitation. 
Accordingly,  leaving  our  women  under  the 
care  of  Captain  Lismahag^o,  at  the  inn  where 
we  had  lodged  the  preceding  niffht,  in  a  little 
town,  about  a  mile  from  his  loroship'q  dwell- 
ing, we  went  at  the  hour  appointed,  and  had 
a  mshionable  meal,  served  up  with  much  os- 
tentation, to  a  company  of  about  a  dozen 
persons,  none  of  whom  we  had  ever  seen 
before.  His  lordship  is  much  more  remark- 
able for  his  pride  and  caprice,  than  for  his 
hospitality  and  understanding ;  and,  indeed, 
it  appeared  that  he  considered  his  guests 
merely  as  objects  to  shine  upon,  so  as  to  re- 
flect the  lustre  of  his  own  magnificence. 
Xhere  was  much  state,  but  no  courtesy  ;  and 
a  great  deal  of  compliment,  without  any  con- 
versation. Before  the  dessert  was  removed, 
our  noble  entertainer  proposed  three  general 
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toasts ;  then  calling  for  a  fflaBS  of  wine,  and 
bowing  all  round,  wished  us  a  good  after- 
noon. 

This  was  the  signal  for  the  company 
to  break  up,  and  they  obeyed  it  immediately, 
all  except  our  squire,  who  was  greatly  shock- 
ed  at  the  manner  of  this  dismission.  He 
changed  countenance,  bit  his  lip  in  silence, 
but  still  kept  his  seat,  so  that  his  lordship 
found  himself  obliged  to  give  us  another 
hint,  by  saying  he  should  be  glad  to  see  us 
another  time.     "  There  is  no  time  like  the 

{ present  time,"  cried  Mr  Bramble;  <<your 
ordship  Yma  not  yet  drank  a  bumper  to  the 
best  in  Christendom.*^  '*  Fll  drink  no  more 
bumpers  to-day,"  answered  our  landlord; 
and  I  am  sorry  to  see  you  have  drank  too 
many.  Order  the  gentleman's  carriage  to 
the  gate."  So  saving,  he  rose  and  retired 
abruptly ;  our  squire  starting  up  at  the  same 
time,  laying  his  hand  upon  his  sword,  and 
eyeing  him  with  a  most  ferocious  aspect. 

The  master  having  vanished  in  this  man- 
ner, our  uncle  bade  one  of  the  servants 
see  what  was  to  pay ;  and  the  fellow  an- 
swering,— "  This  is  no  inn ;"  "  I  cry  you 
mercy,"  said  the  other,  *'  I  perceive  it  is  not ; 
if  it  were,  the  landlord  would  be  more  civil. 
There's  a  guinea,  however ;  take  it,  and  tell 
your  lord,  that  I  shall  not  leave  the  country 
till  I  have  had  an  opportunity  to  thank  him 
in  person  for  his  politeness  and  hospitality." 

We  then  walked  down  stairs  through  a 
double  range  of  lacaueys,  and,  getting  into 
the  chaise,  proceedea  homewards.  Perceiv- 
ing the  squire  much  ruffled,  I  ventured  to 
disapprove  of  his  resentment,  observing, 
that  as  Lord  Oxmington  was  well  known  to 
have  his  brain  very  ill-timbered,  a  sensible 
man  should  rather  laugh  than  be  anffry  at 
his  ridiculous  want  of  breeding.  Mr  Bram- 
ble took  umbrage  at  my  presuming  to  be 
wiser  than  he  upon  this  occasion ;  and  told 
me,  that,  as  he  had  always  thouffht  for  him- 
self in  every  occurrence  in  lite,  he  would 
still  use  the  same  privilege,  with  my  good 
leave. 

When  we  returned  to  our  inn,  he  closeted 
Lismahago ;  and  having  explained  his  griev- 
ance,  desired  that  gentleman  to  go  and  de- 
mand  satisfaction  of  Lord  Oxmington  in  his 
name.  The  lieutenant  charged  himself  with 
this  commission,  and  immediately  set  out 
a-horseback  for  his  lordship's  house,  attend- 
ed, at  his  own  request,  by  my  man  Archy 
Macalpine,  who  had  been  used  to  military 
service ;  and  truly,  if  Macalpine  had  been 
mounted  upon  an  ass,  this  couple  might  have 
passed  for  the  knight  of  La  Mancha  and  his 
squire  Panza.  It  was  not  till  after  some  de- 
mur, that  Lismahago  obtained  a  private  au- 
dience, at  which  he  formally  defied  his  lord- 
ship to  single  combat,  in  the  name  of  Mr 
Bramble,  and  desired  him  to  appoint  the 
time  and  place.  Lord  Oxmington  was  so 
oonfbonded  at  this  unexpected  message,  that 


he  could  not,  for  some  timei  make  any  articu- 
late reply ;  but  stood  staring  at  the  lieoten- 
ant  with  manifest  maricB  of  perturbation. 
At  length,  ringing  a  bell  with  great  vehe- 
mence, ne  exclaimed,-^**  What!  a  commoner 
send  a  challen^  to  a  peer  of  the  realm  !— 
Privilege  \  privilege !  Here's  a  person  brings 
me  a  challenge  from  the  Welshman  that 
dined  at  my  tuole.  An  impudent  fellow  !— 
My  wine  is  not  yet  out  of  his  head." 

The  whole  house  was  immediately  in 
commotion.  Macalpine  made  a  soldieriy 
retreat  with  the  two  horses ;  but  the  captain 
was  suddenly  surrounded  and  disarmed  by 
the  footmen,  whom  a  French  valet-de-cham- 
bre  headed  in  this  exploit ;  his  sword  was 
passed  through  a  close-stool,  and  bis  person 
through  the  horse-pond.  In  this  plight  he 
returned  to  the  inn,  balf-niad  with  his  dis- 
ffrace.  So  violent  was  the  rage  of  his  in- 
dignation, that  he  mistook  its  object.  He 
wanted  to  quarrel  with  Mr  Bramble;  he 
said,  he  had  been  dishonoured  on  his  ac- 
count, and  he  looked  for  reparation  at  his 
hands.  My  uncle's  back  was  up  in  a  mo- 
ment; and  he  desired  him  to  explain  his 
pretensions.  *' Either  compel  Lord  Ox- 
mington to  give  me  satisfaction,"  cried  he, 
**  or  give  it  me  in  your  person."  "  The  lat- 
ter part  of  the  alternative  is  the  most  easy 
and  expeditious,"  replied  the  squire,  starting 
up ;  '*  if  you  are  disposed  for  a  walk,  I'D  at- 
tend you  this  moment." 

Here  they  were  interrupted  by  Mrs  Tab- 
by, who  had  overheard  all  that  passed.  She 
now  burst  into  the  room,  and  running  be- 
twixt them  in  great  agitation, — *<  Is  this  your 
regard  for  me  (said  she  to  the  lieutenant), 
to  seek  the  life  of  my  brother?"  Lismaha- 
go, who  seemed  to  grow  as  cool  as  my  unde 
grew  hot,  assured  her  he  had  a  very  great 
respect  for  Mr  Bramble,  but  he  had  still  more 
for  his  own  honour,  which  had  suflfered  pol- 
lution ;  but  if  that  could  be  once  purified,  he 
should  have  no  further  cause  of  dissatisftc- 
tion.  The  squire  said,  he  should  have  thought 
it  incumbent  upon  him  to  vindicate  the  lieu- 
tenant's honour ;  but  as  he  had  now  carved 
for  himself,  he  might  swallow  and  digest  it 
as  well  as  he  could.  In  a  word,  what  be- 
twixt the  mediation  of  Mrs  Tabitha,  the  re- 
collection of  the  captain,  who  perceived  he 
had  gone  too  far,  and  the  remonstrances  of 
your  humble  servant,  who  joined  them  at 
this  juncture,  those  two  originals  were  per- 
fectly reconciled ;  and  then  we  proceeded  to 
deliberate  upon  the  means  of  taking  ven- 
geance for  the  insults  they  had  received  from 
the  petulant  peer ;  for  until  that  aim  should 
be  accomplished,  Mr  Bramble  swore,  with 
^reat  emphasis,  that  he  would  not  leave  the 
mn  where  we  now  lodged,  even  if  he  should 
pass  his  Christmas  on  the  spot. 

In  consequence  of  our  oeliberations,  we 
next  day,  in  the  forenoon,  proceeded  in  a 
body  to  his  lordship's  house,  all  of  ns,  with 
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oar  Berrants,  incloding^e  coachman,  mount- 
ed  a  horseback,  with  our  pistols  loaded  and 
ready  primed.  Thus  prepared  for  action, 
we  paraded  solemnly  and  slowly  before  his 
lordship's  gate^  which  we  passed  three  times, 
in  such  a  manner  that  he  could  not  but  t^e 
us,  and  suspect  the  cause  of  our  appearance. 
After  dinner  we  returned,  and  performed  the 
same  cavalcade,  which  was  again  repeated 
the  morning  following;  but  we  had  no  occa- 
sion to  persist  in  these  mancBuvres.  About 
noon  we  were  visited  by  the  ^ntletnan  at 
whose  house  we  had  first  seen  £ord  Oxmin^- 
ton.  He  now  came  to  make  apologies  m 
the  name  of  his  lordship,  who  declared  he 
had  no  intention  to  give  offence  to  my  uncle, 
in  practising  what  had  been  always  the  cus- 
tom of  his  house ;  and  that  as  for  the  indig- 
nities which  had  been  put  upon  the  officer, 
they  were  offered  without  his  lordship's 
knowledge,  at  the  instigation  of  his  valet-de- 
chambre.  **  If  that  be  the  case,"  said  my 
uncle,  in  a  peremptory  tone,  "  I  shall  be 
contented  with  Lord  Oxmington's  personal 
excuses  ;  and  I  hope  my  friend  will  be  satis- 
fied with  his  lordship's  turning  that  insolent 
rascal  out  of  his  service."  *•  Sir,"  cried 
Lismahago,  "  I  must  insist  upon  taking  per- 
sonal vengeance  for  the  personal  injuries  I 
have  sustained."  '  ■« 

After  some  debate,  the  affair  was  adjusted 
in  this  manner.  His  lordship,  meeting  us 
at  our  friend's  house,  declared  he  was  sorry 
for  what  had  happened ;  and  that  he  had  no 
intention  to  mve  umbrage.  The  valet-de- 
chambre  asked  pardon  of  the  lieutenant  upon 
his  knees,  when  Lismahago,  to  the  astonish- 
ment of  all  present,  gave  him  a- violent  kick 
on  the  face,  which  laid  him  on  his  back,  ex- 
claiming, in  a  furious  tone, **  Out,  je  te 

pardonne,  gens,  f outre.'* 

Such  was  the  rortunate  issue  of  this  peril- 
ous adventure,  which  threatened  abundance 
of  vexation  to  our  family ;  for  the  squire  is 
one  of  those  who  will  sacrifice  both  life  and 
fortune,  rather  than  leave  what  he  conceives 
to  be  the  least  speck  or  blemish  upon  his 
honour  and  reputation.  His  lordship  had  no 
sooner  pronounced  his  apology,  with  a  very 
bad  grace,  than  he  went  away  in  some  dis- 
order, and,  I  dare  say,  he  will  never  invite 
another  Welshman  to  his  table. 

We  forthwith  quitted  the  field  of  this 
achievement,  in  order  to  prosecute  our  jour- 
ney ;  but  we  follow  no  determinate  course. 
W(^  make  small  deviations,  to  see  the  re- 
markable towns,  villas,  and  curiosities  on 
each  side  of  our  route ;  so  that  we  advance 
by  slow  steps  towards  the  borders  of  Mon- 
mouthshire: but,  in  the  midst  of  these  ir- 
regular motions,  there  is  no  aberration  nor 
eccentricity  in  that  affection  with  which  I 
am,  dear  Wat,  yours  always, 

J.  MELFORD 

SepL  38. 


To  Dr  Lbwis. 

DEiUi  Dick, — ^At  what  time  of  life  may  a  v/ 
man  think  himself  exempted  from  the  ne-  / 
cessity  of  sacrificing  his  repose  to  the  punc- 
tilios of  a  contemptible  world?  I  have  been 
engaged  in  a  ridiculous  adventure,  which  I 
shall  recount  at  meeting;  and  this,  I  hope, 
will  not  be  much  longer  delayed,  as  we  have 
now  performed  almost  ail  our  visits,  and  seen 
every  thing  that  I  think  has  any  right  to 
retard  us  in  our  journey  homewards.  A  few 
days  ago,  imderstanding,  by  accident,  that 
my  old  friend  Baynard  was  m  the  country,  I 
would  not  pass  so  near  his  habitation,  without 
paying  him  a  visit,  though  our  correspondence 
had  teen  interrupted  for  a  long  course  of 
years. 

I  felt  myself  very  sensibly  affected  by  the  ^ 
ideas  of  our  past  intimacy,  as  we  approached 
the  place  where  we  had  spent  so  many  happy 
days  together :  but  when  we  arrived  at  the 
house,  I  could  not  recognize  any  one  of 
those  objects  which  had  been  so  deeply  im- 
pressed upon  my  remembrance.  The  tail 
oaks  that  shaded  the  avenue  had  been  cut 
down,  and  the  iron  gates  at  the  end  of  it 
removed,  together  with  the  high  wall  that 
surrounded  the  court-yard.  The  house  it- 
self, which  was  formerly  a  convent  of  Cister- 
cian monks,  had  a  venerable  appearance; 
and  along  the  front  that  looked  into  the 
garden,  was  a  stone  gallery,  which  afibrded 
me  many  an  agreeable  walk,  when  I  was 
disposed  to  be  contemplative.  Now  the 
old  front  is  covered  with  a  screen  of  modem 
architecture;  so  that  all  without  is  Grecian, 
and  all  within  Gothic.  As  for  the  garden, 
which  was  well  stocked  with  the  best  fruit 
which  England  could  produce,  there  is  not 
now  the  least  vestige  remaining  of  trees, 
walls,  or  hedges.  Nothing  appears  but  a 
naked  circus  of  loose  sand,  with  a  dry  basin 
and  a  leaden  Triton  in  the  middle. 

You  must  know,  that  Baynard,  at  his 
father's  death,  had  a  clear  estate  of  fifteen 
hundred  pounds  a-year,  and  was  in  other 
respects  extremely  well  qualified  to  make  a 
respectable  figure  in  the  commonwealth ;  but, 
what  with  some  excesses  of  vouth,  and  the 
expense  of  a  contested  election,  he,  in  a  few 
years,  found  himself  encumbered  with  a  debt 
of  ten  thousand  pounds,  which  he  resolved 
to  discharge  bv  means  of  a  pnident  marriage. 
He  accordingly  married  a  Miss  Thomson, 
whose  fortune  amounted  to  double  the  sum 
that  he  owed.  She  was  the  daughter  of  a 
citizen  who  had  failed  in  trade;  but  her 
fortune  came  by  an  uncle,  who  died  in  the 
East  Indies.  Her  own  parents  being  dead, 
she  lived  with  a  maiden  aunt,  who  had  super- 
inlended  her  education,  and,  in  all  appear- 
ance, was  well  enouffh  qualified  for  the  usual 
propoees  of  the  mamed  state.    Her  virtoes, 
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London  in  the  sprng,  when  he  would  take 
the  opportunity  to  dismiM  some  onneceeeaiy 
domesticBt  whom  he  had  hired  for  the  occa^ 
sion  of  their  marriage.  She  heard  him  in 
silence,  and»  after  aome  pause,-^'*  So,"  aaid 
she,  '* I  am  to  be  buried  in  the  country!*' 
He  was  so  confounded  at  this  reply,  that  be 
could  not  speak  for  some  minutes :  at  length 
he  told  her  he  was  much  mortified  to  find 
he  had  proposed  any  thing  that  was  disa- 
greeable to  her  ideas.  *'  I  am  sure,"  added 
he,  "I  meant  nothing  more  than  to  laj 
down  a  comfortable  plan  of  living  within  the 
bounds  of  our  fortune,  which  is  but  moderate.'* 
**  Sir,"  added  she,  **  you  are  the  best  judge 
of  your  own  affairs.  My  fortune,  I  know, 
does  not  exceed  twenty  thousand  pounds. 
Yet,  even  with  that  pittance,  I  might  have 
had  a  husband  who  would  not  have  begrudged 
me  a  house  in  London."  **  Good  God !  my 
dear,"  cried  poor  Baynard,  in  the  utmost 
agitation,  "you  don't  think  me  so  eordid— 
I  only  hinted  what  I  thought— but  I  don't 
pretend  to  impose — "  **  Yes,  sir,"  resumed 
the  lady;  '<it  is  your  prerogative  to  com- 
mand, and  my  duty  to  obey." 

So  saving,  she  burst  into  tears,  and  retired 
to  her  chamber,  where  she  was  joined  by  her 
aunt.  He  endeavoured  to  recollect  himself^ 
and  act  with  vigour  of  mind  on  this  occasion ; 
but  was  betrayed  by  the  tenderness  of  his 
nature,  which  was  the  greatest  defect  of  his 
constitution.  He  found  the  aunt  in  tears, 
and  the  niece  in  a  fit,  which  held  her  the 
best  part  of  eight  hours ;  at  the  expiration 
of  which,  she  began  to  talk  incoherentiy 
about  death  and  her  dear  hiisband,  who  had 
sat  by  her  all  this  time,  and  now  pressed  her 
hand  to  his  lips,  in  a  transport  or  grief  and 
penitence  for  the  ofibnce  he  had  given.  From 
thenceforward  he  carefully  avoided  mention- 
ing the  country ;  and  they  continued  to  be 
sucked  deeper  and  deeper  into  the  vortex  of 
extravagance  and  dissipation,  leading  what 
is  callea  a  fashionable  life  in  town.  About 
the  latter  end  of  Julv,  however,  Mrs  Bay- 
naitl,  in  order  to  exhibit  a  proof  of  conju«d 
obedience,  desired,  of  her  own  accord,  that 
they  might  pay  a  visit  to  his  country*house, 
as  there  was  no  company  left  in  London. 
He  would  have  excused  himself  from  this 
excursion,  which  was  no  part  of  the  econo- 
mical plan  he  had  proposed ;  but  she  insisted 
upon  making  this  sacrifice  to  his  taste  and 
prejudices,  and  awa^  they  went,  with  soch 
an  eouipage  as  astonished  the  whde  country. 
All  tiMt  remained  of  the  season  was  ei^rass- 
ed  by  receiving  and  returning  visits  in  the 
neighbourhood;  and  in  this  mtercouise,  it 
was  discovered  that  Sir  John  Chickwell  had 
a  house  steward,  and  one  footman  in  livenr 
more  than  the  compliment  of  Mr  Baynard^ 
household.  This  remark  was  made  by  the 
aunt  at  table,  and  assented  to  by  the  husband, 
who  observed  that  Sir  John  Chickwdl  ndglit 


however,  stood  rather  upon  a  negative  than 
a  positive  foundation.  She  was  neither 
proud,  insolent,  nor  capricious,  nor  ^iven  to 
scandal,  nor  sflidicted  to  gaming,  nor  mclined 
to  gallantly.  She  could  read,  and  write,  and 
dance,  and  sing,  and  play  upon  the  harpsi- 
chord,  and  smatter  French,  and  take  a  hand 
at  whist  and  ombre ;  but  even  these  accom* 
plishments  she  possessed  by  halves.  She 
excelled  in  nothing.  Her  conversation  was 
flat,  her  style  mean,  and  her  expression  em- 
barra8scd--4n  a  word,  her  character  was  to- 
tally insipid.  Her  person  was  not  disagree- 
able ;  but  there  was  nothing  graceful  in  her 
address,  nor  engaging  in  her  manners ;  and 
she  was  so  ill  qualified  to  do  the  honours  of 
the  house,  that,  when  she  sat  at  the  head  of 
the  table,  one  was  always  looking  for  the 
mistress  of  the  fiimily  in  some  other  place. 

Baynard  had  flattered  himself  that  it  would 
be  no  difficult  matter  to  mould  such  a  subject 
after  his  own  fashion,  and  that  she  would 
clieerfully  enter  into  his  views,  which  were 
wholly  turned  to  domestic  happiness.  He 
proposed  to  reside  always  in  the  country,  of 
which  he  was  fond  to  a  degree  of  enthusiasm ; 
to  cultivate  his  estate,  which  was  very  im- 
provable; to  enjoy  the  exercise  of  rural 
diversions;  to  maintain  an  intimacy  of  cor- 
respondence with  s6me  friends  that  were 
settled  in  his  nei^bourhood ;  to  keep  a  com- 
fbrtable  house,  without  dufieringhis  expenses 
to  exceed  the  limits  of  his  income ;  and  to 
find  pleasure  and  employment  for  his  wife  in 
the  management  and  avocations  of  her  own 
family.  This,  however,  was  a  visionary 
scheme,  which  he  never  was  able  to  realize. 
His  wifb  was  as  ignorant  as  anew-born  babe 
of  every  thing  that  related  to  the  conduct  of 
a  family ;  and  she  had  no  idea  of  a  country 
life.  Her  understanding  did  not  reach  so 
far  as  to  comprehend  the  fiirst  principles  of 
discretion ;  and,  indeed,  if  her  capacity  had 
been  better  than  it  was,  her  natural  indolence 
would  not  have  permitted  her  to  abandon  a 
certain  routine  to  which  she  had  been  habit- 
uated. She  had  not  taste  enough  to  relish 
any  rational  enjoyment ;  but  her  ruling  pass- 
ion was  vanity,  not  that  species  which  arises 
fh)m  self-conceit  of  superior  accomplish- 
ments, but  that  which  is  of  a  bastard  and 
idiot  nature,  excited  by  show  and  ostentation, 
which  implies  not  even  the  least  conscious- 
ness of  any  personal  merit. 

The  nuptial  peal  of  noise  and  nonsense 
\  being  rung  out  m  all  the  usual  changes,  Mr 
Baynard  thought  it  high  time  to  make  her 
ac^fuainted  with  the  particulars  of  the  plan 
which  he  had  projected.  He  told  her  that 
his  fortune,  though  sufficient  to  afford  all  the 
comforts  of  lifb,  was  not  ample  enough  to 
command  all  the  superfluities  of  pomp  and 
fifeantrv,  which,  indeed,  were  equally  ^ 
surd  and  intolerable.  He  therefore  hoped 
•be  would  have  no  oljection  to  their  leaviiig 
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fwry  well  afford  to  keft  more  aervuita  than 
wef6  found  in  the  family  of  a  man  who  had 
not  half  his  fortune.  Mra  Baynard  ate  no 
supper  that  evening ;  but  was  seized  with  a 
violent  fit,  which  completed  her  triumph  over 
the  spirit  of  her  consort.  The  two  super- 
numerary servants  were  added.  The  fiumily 
plate  waf  sold  for  old  silveri  and  a  new  service 
(wocured ;  fashionable  furniture  was  provided, 
and  the  whole  house  turned  toi»y-turvv. 

At  their  return  to  London,  in  the  begin- 
ning of  winter,  he,  with  a  heavy  heart,  com- 
municated these  particulars  to  me  in  con- 
fidence. Before  his  marriage  he  had  intro- 
duced me  to  the  lady  as  his  particular  friend ; 
and  I  now  offered,  in  that  character,  to  lay 
before  her  the  necessity  of  reforming  her 
economy,  if  she  had  any  regard  to  the  mter- 
est  of  her  own  family,  or  complaisance  for 
the  inclinations  of  her  husband.  But  Bay- 
nard declined  my  offer,  on  the  supposition 
that  his  wife's  nerves  were  too  dehcate  to 
bear  expostulation ;  and  that  it  would  only 
serve  to  overwhelm  her  with  such  distress 
as  would  make  himself  miserable. 

Baynard  is  a  man  of  spirit,  and  had  she 

E roved  a  termagant,  he  would  have  known 
ow  to  deal  with  her ;  but,  either  by  accident 
or  instinct,  she  fastened  upon  the  weak  side 
of  his  soul,  and  held  it  so  fast,  that  he  has 
been  in  subjection  ever  since.  I  afterwards 
advised  him  to  cany  her  abroad  to  France  and 
Italy,  where  he  might  gratify  her  vanity  for 
half  the  expense  it  cost  him  in  England ;  and 
this  ad  vice  he  fbl  lowed  accordingly.  She  was 
agreeably  flattered  with  the  idea  of  seeing 
and  knowing  foreign  parts  and  foreign  fash- 
ions, of  being  presented  to  sovereigns,  and 
living  familiarly  with  princes.  She  forth- 
with seized  the  hint,  which  I  had  thrown  out 
on  purpose,  and  even  pressed  Mr  Baynard 
to  hasten  his  departure;  so  that,  in  a  few 
weeks,  they  crossed  the  sea  to  Fnnce,  with 
a  moderate  train,  still  including  the  aunt, 
who  was  her  bosom  counsellor,  and  abetted 
her  in  all  her  opposition  to  her  husband's 
wiU.  Since  that  period  I  have  had  little  or 
no  opportunity  to  renew  our  former  corres- 
pondence. All  that  I  knew  of  his  transac- 
tions amounted  to  no  more  than  that,  after 
an  absence  of  two  years,  they  returned  so 
little  improved  in  economy,  that  they  launch- 
ed out  into  new  oceans  of  extravagance, 
which  at  length  obliged  him  to  mortg^  his 
estate.  By  this  time  she  had  bore  him  three 
children,  of  which  the  last  only  survives,  a 
puny  boy  of  twelve  or  thirteen,  who  will  be 
ruined  in  his  education  by  the  indulgence  of 
his  mother. 

As  for  Baynard,  neither  his  own  good 
sense,  nor  the  dread  of  indigence,  nor  the 
consideration  of  his  children,  has  been  of 
fbtce  sufficient  to  stimulate  him  into  the  re- 
solution of  breaking  at  once  the  shameful 
spell  by  which  he  seems  enchanted.  With 
a  teste  capable  of  the  most  refined  enjoy- 


ment, a  heart  glowing  with  all  the  warmth 
of  friendship  and  humanity,  and  a  disposition 
strongly  turned  to  the  more  rational  pleasures 
of  a  retired  and  country  life,  he  is  hurried 
about  in  a  perpetual  tumult,  amidst  a  mob 
of  beings  pleased  with  rattles,  baubles  and 
gewgaws,  so  void  of  sense  and  distinction, 
that  even  tbe  most  acute  philosophy  would 
find  it  a  very  hard  task  to  discover  for  what 
wise  purposes  of  Providence  they  were  cre- 
ated. fViendship  is  not  to  be  found,  nor 
can  the  amusements  for  which  he  sighs  be 
enjoyed,  within  the  rotation  of  absurdity  to 
which  he  is  doomed  for  life.  He  has  long 
resigned  all  views  of  improving  bis  fortune 
by  management  and  attention  to  the  exercise 
of  husbandry,  in  which  he  delighted ;  and,  as 
to  domestic  happiness,  not  the  least  glimpse 
of  hope  remains  to  arouse  his  imagination. 
Thus  blasted  in  all  his  prospects,  ne  could 
not  fail  to  be  overwhelmed  with  melancholy 
and  chagrin,  which  have  preyed  upon  his 
health  and  spirits  in  such  a  manner  that  he 
is  now  threatened  with  a  consumption. 

I  have  given  vou  a  sketch  of  the  man 
whom  the  other  aaj  I  went  to  visit.  At  the 
gate  we  found  a  great  number  of  powdered 
lacque^rs,  but  no  civility.  After  we  had  sat 
a  considerable  time  in  the  coach,  we  were 
told  that  Mr  Baynard  had  rode  out,  and  that 
his  lady  was  dressing ;  but  we  were  intro- 
duced to  a  parlour,  so  very  fine  and  delicate 
that,  in  all  appearance,  it  was  designed  to  be 
seen  only,  not  inhabited.  The  chairs  and 
couches  were  carved,  ffilt,  and  covered  with 
rich  damask,  so  smoom  and  sleek,  that  they 
looked  as  if  they  had  never  been  sat  upon. 
There  was  no  carpet  on  the  floor ;  but  the 
boards  were  rubbed  and  waxed  in  such  a 
manner,  that  we  could  not  walk,  but  were 
obliged  to  slide  along  them ;  and,  as  for  the 
stove,  it  was  too  bright  and  polished  to  be 
polluted  with  sea-coal,  or  stained  by  the 
smoke  of  any  gross  material  fire.  When 
we  had  remam^  above  half  an  hour,  sacri- 
ficing to  the  inhospitable  powers  in  this  tern- 
pie  of  cM  reception,  my  friend  Baynard 
arrived,  and,  understanding  we  were  in  the 
house,  made  his  appearance,  so  meagre,  yel- 
low and  dejected,  that  I  really  should  not 
have  known  him,  had  I  met  with  him  in  any 
other  place.  Running  up  to  me  with  great 
eagerness,  he  strained  me  in  his  embrace, 
and  his  heart  was  so  fbll,  that  for  some  min- 
utes he  could  not  speak.  Having  saluted  us 
all  round,  he  perceived  our  uncomfortable 
situation,  and,  conducting  us  into  another 
apartment,  which  had  fire  in  the  chimney, 
called  for  chocolate ;  then  withdrawing,  he 
returned  with  a  compliment  from  his  wife, 
and,  in  the  mean  time,  presented  his  son 
Harry,  a  shambling  blear-eyed  boy,  in  the 
{tabit  of  a  hussar,  very  rude,  forward  and 
unpertinent.  His  father  would  have  sent 
iiim  to  a  boarding-school,  but  his  mamms 
and  annt  would  not  hear  of  his  lying  out  of 
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the  house ;  bo  that  there  was  a  clergyman 
engaged  as  hia  tutor  in  the  family. 

Aa  it  waa  but  just  turned  of  twelve,  and 
the  whole  bouse  was  in  commotion  to  pre- 
pare a  formal  entertainment,  I  foresaw  it 
would  be  late  before  we  dined,  and  proposed 
a  walk  to  Mr  Baynard,  that  we  mij^bt  con- 
verse toffether  freely.  *Tn  the  course  of  this 
perambulation,  when  I  expressed  some  sur- 
prise  that  he  had  returned  so  soon  from  Italy, 
ne  gave  me  to  understand,  that  his  going 
abroad  had  not  at  all  answered  the  purpose 
for  which  he  left  England  ;  that  although  the 
expense  of  living  was  not  so  great  in  Italy 
as  at  home,  respect  being  had  to  the  same 
rank  of  life  in  both  countries,  it  had  been 
found  necessary  for  hiin  to  lift  himself  above 
his  usual  style,  that  he  might  be  on  some 
footing  with  the  counts,  marquisses  and  cava- 
liers with  whom  he  kept  company.  He  was 
obliged  to  hire  a  great  number  of  servants, 
to  take  oS*  a  great  variety  of  rich  clothes  i 
and  to  keep  a  sumptuous  table  for  the  fash- 
ionable sorocconi  of  the  country,  who,  with- 
out a  consideration  of  this  kind,  would  not 
have  paid  any  attention  to  an  untitled  for- 
eigner, let  his  family  or  fortune  be  ever  so 
respectable.  Besides,  Mrs  Baynard  was  con- 
tinually surrounded  by  a  train  of  expensive 
loungers,  under  the  denominations  of  lan- 
guage-masters, musicians,  painters  and  cice- 
roni ;  and  had  actually  fallen  into  the  disease 
of  buying  pictures  and  antiques  upon  her  own 
judgment,  which  was  far  from  being  infalli- 
ble. At  length  she  met  with  an  afiront, 
which  gave  her  a  disgust  to  Italy,  and  drove 
her  back  to  England  with  some  precipitation. 
By  means  of  frequenting  the  duchess  of 

B 's  conversazione,  while  her  grace  was 

at  Rome,  Mrs  Baynard  became  acquainted 
with  all  the  fashionable  people  of  that  city, 
and  was  admitted  to  their  assemblies  without 
scruple.  Thus  &voured,  she  conceived  too 
great  an  idea  of  her  own  importance,  and 
when  the  duchess  left  Rome,  resolved  to  have 
a  conversazione  that  should  leave  the  Romans 
no  room  to  regret  her  grace's  departure.  She 
provided  hands  for  a  musical  entertainment, 
and  sent  bighetti  of  invitation  to  every  per- 
son of  distinction ;  but  not  one  Roman  of 
the  female  sex  appeared  at  her  assembly. 
She  was  that  night  seized  with  a  violent  fit, 
and  kept  her  bed  three  days,  at  the  expiration 
of  which  she  declared  that  the  air  of  Italy 
would  be  the  ruin  of  her  constitution.  In 
order  to  prevent  this  catastrophe,  she  was 
speedily  removed  to  Geneva,  from  whence 
they  returned  to  England  by  the  way  of  Ly- 
ons and  Paris.  By  the  time  they  arrived  at 
Calais,  she  had  purchased  such  a  quantity 
of  silks,  stuffs  and  laces,  that  it  was  necess- 
ary to  hire  a  vessel  to  smuggle  them  over, 
and  this  vessel  was  taken  by  a  customhouse 
cotter ;  BO  that  they  lost  the  whole  cargo, 
which  had  coat  them  above  eight  hundred 
pounds. 


It  now  appeared  that  her  travels  had  pro- 
duced  DO  eroct  upon  her,  but  that  of  mak- 
ing her  more  expensive  and  fantastic  than 
ever.  She  affected  to  lead  the  fashion,  not 
only  in  point  of  female  dress,  but  in  every 
article  of  taste  and  connoisseurship.  She 
made  a  drawing  of  the  new  facade  to  the 
house  in  the  country ;  she  pulled  up  the 
trees,  and  pulled  down  the  walls  of  the  gar- 
den, so  as  to  let  in  the  easterly  wind,  which 
Mr  Baynard's  ancestors  had  been  at  great 
pains  to  exclude.  To  show  her  taste  in  lay- 
ing out  ground,  she  seized  into  her  own  hand 
a  nirm  of  two  hundred  acres,  about  a  mile 
from  the  house,  which  she  parcelled  out  into 
walks  and  ah  robberies,  having  a  great  basin 
in  the  middle,  into  which  she  poured  a  whole 
stream  that  turned  two  mills,  and  affonied 
the  best  trout  in  the  country.  The  bottom 
of  the  basin,  however,  was  so  ill  secured, 
that  it  would  not  hold  the  water,  which 
strained  through  the  earth,  and  made  a  bog^ 
of  the  whole  plantation.  In  a  word,  the 
ground  which  formerly  paid  him  one  hundred 
and  fifty  pounds  a-year,  now  costs  him  two 
hundred  pounds  a-year  to  keep  it  in  tolera- 
ble order,  over  and  above  the  first  expense  of 
trees,  shrubs,  flowers,  turf,  and  gravel.  There 
was  nut  an  inch  of  garden  ground  left  about 
the  house,  nor  a  tree  that  produced  fruit  of 
any  kind ;  nor  did  he  raise  a  truss  of  hay  or 
a  bushel  of  oats  for  his  horses ;  nor  had  he 
a  single  cow  to  afford  milk  for  his  tea : 
far  less  did  he  ever  dream  of  feeding  his  own 
mutton,  pigs,  and  poultry.  Every  article  of 
housekeeping,  even  the  most  inconsiderable, 
was  brought  from  the  next  market-town,  at 
the  distance  of  five  miles ;  and  hither  they 
sent  a  courier  every  morning  to  fetch  hot 
rolls  for  breakfast.  In  short,  Baynard  fkirly 
owned  that  he  spent  double  his  income,  and 
that  in  a  few  years  he  should  be  oblij^  to 
sell  his  estate  for  the  payment  of  his  cre- 
ditors. He  said  his  wife  had  such  deli- 
cate nerves,  and  such  imbecility  of  spirit, 
that  she  could  neither  bear  remonstrance, 
be  it  ever  so  gentle,  nor  practise  any 
scheme  of  retrenchment,  even  if  she  per- 
ceived the  necessity  of  such  a  measure. 
He  had,  therefore,  ceased  struggling  against 
the  stream,  and  endeavoured  to  reconcile 
himself  to  ruin,  by  reflecting,  that  his  child 
at  least  would  inherit  his  mother's  fortune, 
which  was  secured  to  him  by  the  contract 
of  marriage. 

The  detail  which  he  gave  me  of  his  af- 
flurs  filled  me  at  once  with  grief  and  indig- 
nation. I  inveighed  bitterly  against  the  in- 
discretion of  his  wife,  and  reproached  him 
with  his  unmanly  acquiescence  under  the 
absurd  tyranny  which  she  exerted.  I  exhort- 
ed him  to  recollect  his  resolution,  and  make 
one  effectual  effbrt  to  disengage  himself 
from  a  thraldom  eoually  ehamefhrand  perni- 
cious. I  offered  him  all  the  assistance  in 
my  power.    I  undertook  to  regulate  hie  eR 
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fiun,  and  even  to  bring  about  a  reformation 
in  his  family,  if  he  would  onlv  authoriae  me 
to  execute  the  plan  I  should  form  for  his  ad- 
vantage.   I  was  80  affected  by  the  subject, 
that  I  could  not  help  mingling  tears  with 
my  remonstrances;  and  Baynard  was  so 
penetrated  with  theee  marks  of  my  affection, 
that  he  lost  all  power  of  utterance.    He 
-  pressed  me  to  his  breast  with  mat  emotion, 
and  wept  in  silence.    At  lengUi  he  ezclaim- 
ed« — *' Friendship  is  undoubtedly  the  most 
precious  balm  of  life!  Your  words,  dear 
Bramble,  have  in  a  great  measure  recalled 
me  from  an  abyss  of  despondence,  in  which 
I  have  been  long  overwhelmed.    I  will,  upon 
honour,  make  you  acquainted  with  a  distmct 
state  of  my  affairs,  and,  as  far  as  I  am  able 
to  go,  will  follow  the  courae  you  prescribe. 
But  there  are  certain  lengths  which  my  na- 
ture^the  truth  is,  there  are  tender  connec- 
tions, of  which  a  bachelor  has  no  idea. 
Shall  I  own  mv  weakness  1 — I  cannot  bear 
the  thoughts  of  making  that  woman  uneasy." 
*'  And  yet,"  cried  I,  "  she  has  seen  you  un- 
happy for  a  series  of  years — unhappy  from 
her  misconduct,  without  ever  showing  the 
least  inclination  to  alleviate  your  distress." 
"  Nevertheless,"  said  he,  '<  I  am  persuaded 
she  loves  me  with  the  most  warm  affection  ; 
but  these  are  inconfifruities  in  the  composition 
of  the  human  mind  which  I  hold  to  be  inex- 
plicable." 

I  was  shocked  at  his  infatuation,  and 
changed  the  subject,  after  we  had  agreed  to 
maintain  a  close  correspondence  for  the  fu- 
ture. He  then  gave  roe  to  understand  that 
he  had  two  neighbours,  who,  like  himself, 
were  driven  by  their  wives  at  fuU  speed  in 
the  high  road  to  bankruptcy  and  ruin.  AH 
the  three  husbands  were  of  dispositions  very 
different  from  each  other,  and,  according  to 
this  variation,  their  consorts  were  admirablv 
suited  to  the  purpose  of  keeping  them  all 
three  in  subjection.  The  views  of  the  ladies 
were  exactly  the  same.  They  vied  in  gran- 
deur, that  is,  in  ostentation,  with  the  wife 
of  Sir  Charles  Chickwell,  who  had  four 
times  their  fortune ;  and  she,  again,  piqued 
herself  upon  making  an  equal  figure  with  a 
neighbouring  peeress,  whose  revenue  trebled 
her  own.  Here  then  was  the  fable  of  the 
frog  and  the  ox  realized  in  four  different  in- 
stances within  the  same  county — one  large 
fortune  and  three  moderate  estates  in  a  &r 
way  of  being  burst  by  the  inflation  of  female 
vanity ;  and,  in  three  of  these  instances, 
three  different  forms  of  fomale  tyranny  were 
exercised.    Mr  Baynard  was  subjugated  by 

gractising  upon  the  tenderness  of  his  nature. 
Ir  Milksan,  bein^  of  a  timorous  disposition, 
truckled  to  the  insolence  of  a  terma^t. 
Mr  Sowerby,  who  was  of  a  temper  neither 
to  be  moved  by  fits,  nor  driven  by  menaces^ 
had  the  fortune  to  be  fitted  with  •  helpmate  , 
who  assailed  him  with  the  weapons  of  irony 
and  satire ;  sometimes  sneering  in  the  way 
5Y* 


of  compliment;  sometimes  throwing  out 
sarcastic  comparisons,  implying  reproaches 
upon  his  want  of  taste,  spirit,  and^nerosity ; 
by  which  means  she  stimulated  his  passions 
from  one  act  of  extravagance  to  another, 
just  as  the  circumstances  of  her  vanity  re- 
quired. 

All  these  three  ladies  have  at  this  time  the 
same  number  of  horses,  carriages,  and  ser- 
vants in  and  out  of  livery ;  the  same  variety 
of  dress;  the  same  quantity  of  plate  and 
china ;  the  like  ornaments  in  furniture ;  and 
in  their  entertainments  they  endeavour  to 
exceed  one  another  in  the  variety,  delicacy, 
and  expense  of  their  dishes.  I  believe  it 
will  be  found  upon  inquiry,  that  nineteen  out 
of  twenty,  who  are  ruined  by  extravagance, 
fall  a  sacrifice  to  the  ridiculous  pride  and 
vanity  of  silly  women,  whose  parts  are  held 
in  contempt  bv  the  very  men  whom  they 
pillage  and  enslave.  Thank  Heaven,  Dick, 
that  among  all  the  follies  and  weaknesses  of 
human  nature,  I  have  not  yet  fallen  into  that 
of  matrimony. 

After  Baynard  and  I  had  discussed  all 
these  matters  at  leisure,  we  returned  towards 
the  house,  and  met  Jerry  with  our  two  wo- 
men, who  had  come  forth  to  take  the  air,  as 
the  lady  of  the  mansion  had  not  yet  made  her 
appearance.  In  short,  Mrs  Baynard  did  not 
produce  herself  till  about  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  before  dinner  was  upon  the  table.  Then 
her  husband  brought  her  into  the  parlour,  ac- 
companied by  her  aunt  and  son,  and  she  re- 
ceived us  with  a  coldness  of  reserve  suffi- 
cient to  freeze  the  very  sod  of  hospitality. 
Though  she  knew  I  had  been  the  intimate 
friend  of  her  husband,  and  had  often  seen 
me  with  him  in  London,  she  showed  no 
marks  of  recognition  or  regard,  when  I  ad- 
dressed myself  to  her  in  the  most  friendly 
terms  of  salutation.  She  did  not  even  ex- 
press the  common  compliment  of,  /  am 
glad  to  see  you ;  or,  /  hope  you  have  enjoyed 
your  health  since  we  had  the  pleasure  of 
seeing  you ;  or  some  such  words  of  course ; 
nor  did  she  once  open  her  mouth  in  the  way 
of  welcome  to  my  sister  and  my  niece,  but- 
sat  in  silence,  like  a  statue,  witn  an  aspect^ 
of  insensibility.  Her  aimt,  the  model  upon ' 
which  she  had  been  formed,  was  indeed  the 
very  essence  of  insipid  formality ;  but  the  boy 
was  very  pert  and  impudent,  and  prated 
without  ceasing. 

At  dinner  the  lady  maintained  the  same 
ungracious  indifference,  never  speaking  but 
in  whispers  to  her  aunt ;  and  as  to  the  re- 
past,  it  was  made  up  of  a  parcel  of  kick- 
shaws,  contrived  by  a  French  coolii  without 
one  substantial  article  adapted  to  the  satis- 
faction of  an  English  appetite.  The  pottase 
was  little  better  than  bread  soaked  in  disn- 
washings,  lukewarm.  The  ragouts  looked 
as  if  they  had  been  once  eaten  and  half 
iig^ted ;  the  fricassees  were  involved  in  a 
nasty  ydlow  poultice;  and  the  roUs  were 
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scorched  and  stinking,  for  the  honour  of  the 
fumet ;  the  dessert  consisted  of  faded  fruit 
and^  iced  froth,  a  good  emblem  of  our  land- 
lady's character;  the  table-beer  was  sour, 
*Jie  water  foul,  and  the  wine  vapid ;  but  there 
was  a  parade  of  plate  and  china,  and  a  pow- 
dered lacquey  stood  behind  every  chair,  ex- 
cept those  of  the  master  and  mistress  of  the 
house,  who  were  served  by  two  valets  dress- 
ed  like  gentlemen.  We  dined  in  a  large  old 
Gothic  parlour,  which  was  formerly  the  hall. 
It  was  now  paved  with  marble,  and,  notwith- 
standing  the  fire,  which  had  been  kindled 
about  an  hour,  struck  me  with  such  a  chill 
sensation,  that,  when  I  entered  it,  the  teeth 
chattered  in  my  jaws.  In  short,  every  thing 
was  cold,  comfortless  and  disgusting,  except 
the  looks  of  my  friend  Baynard,  which  de- 
clared the  warmth  of  his  affection  and  hu- 
manity. 

Aflcr  dinner,  we  withdrew  into  another 
apartment,  where  the  boy  began  to  be  im- 
pertinently troublesome  to  my  niece  Liddv. 
He  wanted  a  play-fellow,  forsooth,  and  would 
have  romped  with  her,  had  she  encouraged 
his  advances.  He  was  even  so  impudent  as 
to  snatch  a  kiss,  at  which  she  changed  coun- 
tenance, and  seemed  uneasy:  and  though 
his  father  checked  him  for  the  rudeness  of 
his  behaviour,  he  became  so  outrageous  as 
to  thrust  his  hand  in  her  bosom ;  an  insult  to 
which  she  did  not  tamely  submit,  though  one 
of  the  mildest  creatures  upon  earth.  Her 
eyes  sparkled  with  resentment;,  sh^ started 
up,  and  lent  him  such  a  box  in  the  ear,  as  sent 
him  staggering  to  the  other  side  of  the  room. 

"  Miss  Melford,"  cried  his  father,  "  you 
have  treated  him  with  the  utmost  propriety ; 
I  am  only  sorry  that  the  impertinence  of  any 
child  of  mine  should  have  occasioned  this 
exertion  of  your  spirit,  which  I  cannot  but 
applaud  and  admire.*'  His  wife  was  so  fiir 
from  assenting  to  the  candour  of  his  apology, 
that  she  rose  from  table,  and,  taking  her 
son  by  the  hand, — "  Come,  child,"  said  she, 
"your  father  cannot  abide  you."  So  say- 
ing, she  retired  with  this  hopeful  youth,  and 
was  followed  by  her  govemante ;  but  neither 
the  one  or  the  other  deigned  to  take  the 
least  notice  of  the  company. 

Baynard  was  exceedingly  disconcerted ; 
but  I  perceived  his  uneasiness  was  tinctured 
with  resentment,  and  derived  a  good  omen 
from  this  discovery.  I  ordered  the  horses  to 
be  put  to  the  carriage  ;  and,  though  he  made 
some  efforts  to  detain  us  all  night,  I  insisted 
upon  leaving  the  house  immediately ;  but, 
before  I  went  away,  I  took  an  opportunity 
of  speaking  to  him  again  in  private.  1  said 
every  thing  I  could  recollect  to  animate  his 
endeavours  in  shaking  off  those  shameful 
trammels.  I  made  no  scruple  to  declare 
that  bis  wife  was  unworthy  of  that  tender 
complaisance  which  he  had  shown  for  het 
foibles ;  that  she  was  dead  to  all  the  geau- 
ine  sentimeDts  of  conjugal  affection,  insen- 


sible of  her  own  honour  and  intereflt,  an4 
seemingly  destitute  of  common  sense  and  re- 
flection. I  conjured  him  to  remember  what 
he  owed  to  his  father's  house,  to  his  own 
reputation,  and  to  his  family,  including  even 
this  unreasonable  woman  herself,  who  was 
driving  on  blindly  to  her  own  destruction.  I 
advised  him  to  form  a  plan  for  retrenching 
superfluous  expense,  and  try  to  convince  the 
aunt  of  the  necessity  for  such  a  reformation* 
that  she  might  gradually  prepare  her  neice 
for  its  execution ;  and  1  exhorted  him  to  turn 
that  disaffreeable  piece  of  formality  out  of  the 
house,  if  he  should  find  her  averse  to  his 
proposal. 

Here  he  interrupted  me  with  a  sigh,  ob- 
serving, that  such  a  step  would  undoubtedly 
be  fatal  to  Mrs  Baynard.  "  I  shall  lose  all 
patience,"  cried  I,  "to  hear  vou  talk  so 
weakly ;  Mrs  Baynard's  fits  will  never  hurt 
her  constitution.  I  believe  in  my  conscience 
they  are  all  affected :  I  am  sure  she  ha^  no 
feeling  for  your  distresses ;  and,  when  you 
are  rumed,  she  will  appear  to  have  no  feeUog 
for  her  own."  Finally,  I  took  his  word  and 
honour  that  he  would  make  an  effort  such  as 
I  had  advised ;  that  he  would  form  a  plan  of 
economy,  and,  if  he  found  it  impracticable 
without  my  assistance,  he  would  come  to 
Bath  in  the  winter,  where  I  promised  to  give 
him  the  meeting,  and  contribute  all  in  mv 
power  to  the  retrieval  of  his  affairs.  With 
this  mutual  engagement  we  parted;  and  I 
shall  think  myself  supremely  happy,  if,  by 
my  means,  a  worthy  man,  whom  I  love  and 
esteem,  can  be  saved  from  miseryi  disgrace 
and  despair. 

I  have  only  one  friend  more  to  visit  in  this 
part  of  the  country,  but  he  is  of  a  complex- 
ion very  different  from  that  of  Baynard. 
You  have  heard  me  mention  Sir  Thomas 
Bulford,  whom  I  knew  in  Italy.  He  is  ^ow 
become  a  country  gentleman ;  but,  being 
disabled  by  the  gout  from  enjoying  any  amuse- 
ment abroad,  he  entertains  himself  within 
doors,  by  keeping  open  house  for  all  comers, 
and  playing  upon  the  oddities  and  humours 
of  his  company  ;  but  he  himself  is  generally 
the  greatest  original  at  his  table.  lie  is  very 
good-humoured,  talks  much,  and  laugKs 
without  ceasing.  I  am  told,  that  all  the  use 
he  makes  of  his  understanding  at  present,  is 
to  excite  mirth,  by  exhibiting  his  guests  in 
ludicrous  attitudes.  I  know  not  how  far  we 
may  furnish  him  with  entertainments  of  this 
kind;  but  I  am  resolved  to  beat  up  his  quar- 
ters, partly  with  a  view  to  laugh  with  the 
knight  himself,  and  partly  to  pay  my  respects 
to  his  lady,  a  good-natured,  sensible  woman, 
with  whom  he  lives  upon  very  easy  terms, 
although  she  has  not  had  the  good  fortune  to 
bring  him  an  heir  to  his  estate. 

And  noiiv,  dear  Dick,  I  must  tell  von  for 
your  cohort,  that  you  are  the  only  man 
upon  earth  to  whom  I  would  presume  to 
send  such  a  long* winded  epistle*  which  I 
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coaki  not  find  in  my  heart  to  curtail,  because 
the  subject  interested  the  warmest  pfltssions 
of  my  heart ;  neither  will  I  make  auy  other 
apology  to  a  correspondent  who  has  been  so 
liHig  accustomed  to  the  impertinence  of 

MATT.  BRAMBLE. 
Sept,  30. 


To  Sir  Watkin  Phillips,  Bart,  at  Oxon. 

DsAK  KifioHT, — I  believe  there  is  some- 
thing mischievous  in  my  disposition,  for  no- 
thing diverts  me  so  much  as  to  see  certain 
characters  tormented  with  false  terrors.  We 
last  niffht  lodged  at  the  house  of  Sir  Thomas 
Bulford,  an  old  friend  of  my  uncle,  a  jolly 
fellow,  of  moderate  intellects,  who,  in  spite 
of  the  gout,  which  hath  lamed  him,  is  re- 
solved to  be  merry  to  the  last ;  and  mirth  he 
has  a  particular  knack  in  extracting  from  his 
guests,  let  their  humour  be  ever  so  caustic 
or  refractory.     Besides  our  company,  t^here 
was  in  the  house  a  fat-headed  justice  of  the 
peace,  called  Frogmore,  and  a  country  prac- 
titioner in  surgery,  who  seemed  to  be  our 
]andlord*s  chief  companion  and  confident. 
We  found  the  knight  sitting  on  a  couch, 
with  his  crutches  by  his  side,  and  his  feet 
supported  on  cushions;  but  he  received  us 
with  a  hearty  welcome,  and  seemed  greatly 
rejoiced  at  our  arrival.    After  tea,  we  were 
entertained  with  a  sonata  on  the  harpsichord, 
by  Lady  Bulford,  who  sung  and  played  to 
admiration  ;  but  Sir  Thomas  seemed  to  be  a 
little  asinine  in  the  article  of  ears,  though 
he  afi^ected  to  be  in  raptures;  and  begged 
his  wife  to  favour  us  with  an  arietta  of  her 
own  composing.    This  arietta,  however,  she 
no  sooner  began  to  perform,  than  he  and  the 
justice  fell  asleep ;   but    the  moment  she 
ceased  playing,  the  knight  waked  snorting, 
and  exclaimed, — *'  O  cara !  what  d*ye  think, 
gentlemen  1    Will  you  talk  any  more  of 
your  Pargolesi  and  your  Corelli  1*'    At  the 
same  time,  he  thrust  his  tongue  in  one  cheek, 
and  leered  with  one  eye  at  the  doctor  and 
me,  who  sat  on  his  left  hand.    He  concluded 
the  pantomime  with  a  loud  laugh,  which  he 
could    command    at  all  times  extempore. 
Notwithstanding  his  disorder,  he  did  not  do 
penance  at  supper,  nor  did  he  ever  refuse  his 
glass  when  the  toast  went  round,  but  rather 
encouraged  a  quick  circulation,  both  by  pre- 
cept and  example. 

I  soon  perceived  the  doctor  had  made  him- 
self very  necessary  to  the  baronet.  He  was 
the  whetstone  of  his  wit,  the  butt  of  his  sa- 
tire, and  his  operator  in  certain  experiments 
of  humour,  which  were  occasionally  tried 
upon  strangers.  Justice  Fro^ore  was  an 
excellent  subject  for  this  species  of  phihwo- 
phy :  sleek  and  corpulent,  solemn  and  shal' 
low,  be  had  studied  Bom  with  sncommon 
application ;  but  he  studied  nothing  so  much 
M  the  art  of  living  (that  is,  eattng)  .w«U. 


This  fat  buck  had  oflen  afforded  good  sport 
to  our  landlord ;  and  he  was  frequently 
started  with  tolerable  8UccesR,  in  the  course 
of  this  evening ;  but  the  baronet's  appetite 
for  ridicule  seemed  to  be  cliiefly  excited  by 
the  appearance,  address,  and  conversation  of 
Lismahago,  whom  he  attempted  in  all  the 
different  modes  of  exposition  ;  but  he  put 
me  in  mind  of  a  contest  that  1  once  saw  be- 
twixt a  young  hound  and  an  old  hedge-hog. 
The  dog  turned  him  over  and  over,  and 
bounced,  and  barked,  and  mumbled  ;  but  as 
often  as  he  attempted  to  bite,  he  felt  a 
prickle  in  his  iaws,  and  recoiled  in  manifest 
confusion.  The  captain,  when  left  to  him- 
self^ will  not  fail  to  turn  his  ludicrous  side  to 
the  company  ;  but  if  any  man  attempts  to 
force  him  into  that  attitude,  he  becomes 
stubborn  as  a  mule,  and  unmanageable  as  an 
elephant  unbroke. 

Divers  tolerable  jokes  were  cracked  upon 
the  justice,  who  eat  a  most  unconscionable 
supper,  and,  among  other  things,  a  large 
plate  of  broiled  mushrooms,  which  he  had 
no  -sooner  swallowed,  than  the  doctor  observ- 
ed, with  ffreat  gravity,  that  the}^  were  of  the 
kind  called  chammgnonn,  which,  in  some 
constitutions,  had  a  poisonous  effect.  Mr 
Frogmore,  startled  at  this  remark,  asked,  in 
some  confusion,  why  he  had  not  been  so  kind 
as  to  mve  him  that  notice  sooner  1  He  an- 
swered, that  he  took  it  for  mnted,  by  his 
eating  them  so  heartily,  that  he  was  used  to 
the  dish ;  but  as  he  seemed  to  be  under  some 
apprehension,  he  prescribed  a  bumper  of 
plague-water,  which  the  justice  drank  off 
immediately,  and  retired  to  rest,  not  without 
marks  of  terror  and  disquiet. 

At  midnight  we  were  shown  to  our  differ- 
ent chambers,  and  in  half  an  hour  1  was  fast 
asleep  in  bed ;  but  about  three  o'clock  in  the 
morning  I  was  awaked  with  a  dismal  cry  of 
fire !  and,  starting  up,  ran  to  the  window  in 
my  shirt.  The  night  was  dark  and  stormy  ; 
and  a  number  of  people,  half-dressed,  ran 
backwards  and  forwards  through  the  court- 
yard, with  links  and  lanterns,  seemingly  in 
the  utmost  hurry  and  trepidation.  Slipping^ 
on  my  clothes  in  a  twin  kl  in  or,  I  ran  down 
stairs,  and,  upon  inquiiy,  found  the  fire  was 
confined  to  a  back-stair,  which  led  to  a  de. 
tached  apartment  where  Lismahago  lay. — 
By  this  time,  the  lieutenant  was  alarmed  by 
a  bawling  at  his  window,  which  was  in  Che 
second  story,  but  he  could  not  find  his 
clothes  in  the  dark,  and  his  room-door  was 
locked  on  the  outAide.  The  servants  called 
to  him  that  the  house  had  been  robbed ;  that, 
without  all  doubt,  the  villains  h^  taken 
awav  his  clothes,  fastened  the  door,  and  set 
the  house  on  fire,  for  the  stair-case  was  in 
flames.  In  this  dilemma,  the  poor  lieuten- 
ant ran  about  the  room  naked,  like  a  squirrel 
in  a  cage,  popping  out  his  head  at  the  win* 
dbw  between  whiles,  and  imploring  assist- 
ance.    At  length,  the  knight  m  person  was 
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brought  out  in  his  chair,  attended  by  ray  un- 
cle and  all  the  family,  incladinff  our  aunt 
Tabitha,  who  screamed,  and  cried,  and  tore 
her  hair,  as  if  she  had  been  distracted.  Sir 
Thomas  had  already  ordered  his  people  to 
bring  a  long  ladder,  which  was  applied  to  the 
captain's  window,  and  now  he  exhorted  him 
earnestly  to  descend.  There  was  no  need 
of  mucn  rhetoric  to  persuade  Lismahago, 
who  forthwith  made  his  exit  by  the  window, 
roaring  all  the  time  to  the  people  below  to 
hold  fast  the  ladder. 

Notwithstanding  the  gravity  of  the  occa- 
sion, it  was  impossible  to  behold  this  scene 
without  being  seized  with  an  inclination  to 
laugh.  The  rueful  aspect  of  the  lieutenant 
in  his  shirt,  with  a  quilted  night-cap  fastened 
under  his  chin,  and  his  lon^  lank  limbs  and 
posteriors  exposed  to  the  wind,  made  a  very 
picturesque  appearance  when  illuminated  by 
the  links  and  torches  which  the  servants  held 
up  to  light  him  in  his  descent.  All  the  com- 
pany  stood  round  the  ladder,  except  the 
knight,  who  sat  in  his  chair,  exclaiming, 
from  time  to  time — "  Lord  have  mercy  upon 
us !— «ave  the  gentleman's  life — mind  your 
footing,  dear  captain  !— «ofiIv  ! — ^stand  fast 
— clasp  the  ladder  with  both  hands  there ! — 
well  done,  my  dear  boy ! — O  bravo  ! — an  old 
soldier  for  ever ! — bring  a  blanket — bring  a 
warm  blanket  to  comfort  his  poor  carcase — 
warm  the  bed  in  the  green-room — give  me 
your  hand,  dear  captain — ^I'm  rejoiced  to  see 
thee  safe  and  sound  with  all  my  heart." 
Lismahago  was  received  at  the  foot  of  the 
ladder  by  his  inamorato,  who,  snatching  a 
blanket  from  one  of  the  maids,  wrapped  it 
about  his  body  ;  two  men-servants  took  him 
under  the  arms,  and  a  female  conducted  him 
to  the  green-room,  still  accompanied  by  Mrs 
Tabitha,  who  saw  him  fairly  put  to  bed. 
Durinfi^  this  whole  transaction,  he  spoke  not 
a  6yll(u>le,  but  looked  exceeding  grim,  some- 
times at  one,  sometimes  at  another  of  the 
spectators,  who  now  adjourned  in  a  body  to 
the  parlour  where  we  had  supped,  every  one 
surveying  another  with  marks  of  astonish- 
ment and  curiosity. 

The  knight  being  seated  in  an  easy  chair, 
seized  my  uncle  by  the  hand,  and,  bursting 
into  a  long  and  loud  lauffh — *<  Matt,"  cried 
he,.  **  crown  me  with  oak,  or  ivy,  or  laurel, 
or  parsley,  or  what  you  will,  and  acknow- 
ledge this  to  be  a  coup  de  maitre  in  the  way 
of  waggery — ^ha !  ha  !  ha !  Such  a  camis- 
ieata,  scogliata  heffata ! — O  che  roba ! — O 
what  a  subject!  O  what  caricatura! — O 
for  a  Rosa,  a  Rembrandt,  a  Schalken! — 
Zooks ! I'll  give  a  hundred  guineas  to  have  it 
painted — what  a  fine  descent  from  the  cross, 
or  ascent  to  the  gallows  ! — what  lights  and 
shadows  ! — what  a  group  below  ! — what  ex- 
pression above  ! — what  an  aspect ! — did 
you  mind  the  aspect  ? — ha !  ha  !  ha ! — and 
the  limbs  and  the  muscles— every  toe  de- 
noted  terror  ! — ha !    ha !    ha  ! — ^tiien    the 


blanket ! — O  what  costume !  St  Andrew  ! 
St  Lazarus?  St  Barrabas! — ha,  ha,  ha!" 
*'  After  all,  then,"  cried  Mr  Bramble,  very 
gravely,  "this  was  no  more  than  a  ftlse 
alarm.  We  have  been  frightened  out  of 
our  beds,  and  almost  out  of  our  senses,  for 
the  joke's  sake !"  "  Ay,  and  such  a  joke  !*' 
cried  our  landlord.  "  such  a  farce. !  such  a 
denouement !  such  a  catastrophe  /" 

*'Have  a  little  patience,'^  'replied  our 
squire,  *'  we  are  not  yet  come  to  the  catas- 
trophe ;  and  pray  God  it  may  not  turn  out  a 
tragedy  instead  of  a  farce.  The  captain  is 
one  of  those  saturnine  subjects,  who  have 
no  idea  of  humour.  He  never  laughs  in  hia 
own  person ;  nor  can  he  bear  that  other  peo- 
ple should  laug^  at  his  expense.  Besides*  if 
the  subject  had  been  properiy  chosen,  the 
joke  was  too  severe  in  all  conscience." 
•''Sdeath  !"  cried  the  kniffht,  <*I  could  not 
have  bated  him  an  ace,  had  he  been  my  own 
father ;  and  as  for  the  subject,  such  another 
does  not  present  itself  once  in  half  a  centu- 
ry." Here  Mrs  Tabitha  interposing,  and 
bridling  up,  declared,  she  did  not  see  that 
Mr  LismaJiago  was  a  fitter  subject  for  ridi- 
cule than  the  knight  himself;  and  that  she 
was  very  much  afraid  he  Would  very  soon  find 
he  had  mistaken  his  man.  The  baronet 
was  a  good  deal  disconcerted  by  this  intima- 
tion, saying,  that  he  must  be  a  Groth  and  a 
barbarian,  if  he  did  not  enter  into  the  spirit 
of  such  a  happy  and  humourous  contrivance. 
He  begged,  however,  that  Mr  Bramble  and 
his  sister  would  brinja;  him  to  reason :  and 
this  request  was  reinforced  by  Lady  Bulfbrd, 
who  did  not  fail  to  read  the  baronet  a  lec- 
ture upon  his  indiscretion,  which  lecture  he 
received  with  submission  on  one  side  of  the 
face,  and  a  leer  upon  the  other. 

We  now  went  to  bed  for  the  second  time ; 
and  before  I  got  up,  my  uncle  bad  visited 
Lismahago  in  Uie  green-room,  and  used  such 
arguments  with  him,  that,  when  we  met  in 
the  parlour,  he  seemed  to  be  quite  appeased. 
He  received  the  knight's  apology  with  a 
good  mce,  and  even  professed  himself 
pleased  at  finding  he  had  contributed  to  the 
diversion  of  the  company.  Sir  Thomas 
shook  him  hj  the  hand,  laughing  heartily : 
and  then  desired  a  pinch  of  snun,  in  token 
of  perfect  reconciliation.  The  lieutenant 
putting  his  hand  in  his  waistcoat  pocket, 
pulled  out,  instead  of  his  own  Scotcn  mull, 
a  very  fine  sold  snuff-box,  which  he  no  soon- 
er perceived  than  he  said — *'  Here  is  a  small 
mistake."  '<  No  mistake  at  all,"  cried  the 
baronet ;  "  oblige  me  so  far,  captain,  as  to 
let  me  keep  your  mull  as  a  memorial.*' 
'*Sir,"  said  the  lieutenant,  '<the  mull  is 
much  at  your  service ;  but  this  machine  I 
can  by  no  means  retain.  It  looks  like  com- 
pounding a  sort  of  felony  in  the  code  of 
honour.  Besides,  I  don't  know  but  there 
may  be  another  joke  in  this  conveyance , 
and  I  don't  find  myself  disposed  to  be  brought 
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upon  the  Btage  again.  I  won't  preaaroe  to 
make  free  with  your  pocketa,  but  I  beg  you 
will  put  it  up  again  with  your  own  hand." 
So  aaying,  with  a  certain  austerity  of  aspect, 
he  presented  the  snuff-box  to  the  knight, 
who  received  it  in  some  contusion,  and  re- 
stored the  mull,  which  he  would  by  no  means 
keep,  except  on  the  terms  of  exchange. 

This  transaction  was  like  to  give  a  grave 
cast  to  the  conversation,  when  my  uncle 
took  notice  that  Mr  Justice  Frogmore  had 
not  made  his  appearance  either  at  the  night 
alarm,  or  now  at  the  general  rendezvous. 
The  baronet,  hearing  Frogmoie  mentioned, 
<— ••Odso!"  cried  he,  **1  had  for^t  the 
justice.  Pr'ythee,  doctor,  go  and  brm^  him 
out  of  his  kennel."  Then  laughing  till  his 
sides  were  well  shaken,  he  said  he  would 
show  the  captain,  that  he  was  not  the  only 
person  of  the  drama  exhibited  for  the  enter- 
tainment of  the  company.  As  to  the  night- 
scene,  it  could  not  affect  the  justice,  whohad 
been  purposely  lodged  in  the  farther  end  of 
the  house,  remote  from  the  noise,  and  lulled 
with  a  dose  of  opium  into  the  bamin.  In 
a  few  minutes,  Mr  Justice  was  led  into  the 
parlour  in  his  night-cap,  and  loose  morning- 
gown,  rolling  his  head  from  side  to  side,  and 
groaning  piteouely  all  the  way.  '*  Jesu ! 
neighbour  Frogmore,"  exclaimed  the  baro- 
net, *'what  is  the  matter; — you  look  as  if 
you  was  not  a  man  for  this  world.  Set  him 
down  softly  on  the  couch — poor  gentleman  ! 
Lord  have  mercy  upon  us!  What  makes 
him  BO  pale,  and  yellow,  and  bloated  1"  "  Oh, 
Sir  Thomas !"  cried  the  justice,  **  I  doubt  it 
is  all  over  with  me — ^those  mushrooms  I  ate 
at  your  table  have  done  my  business — ah, 
oh!  hey!"  '<Now  the  Lord  forbid!"  said 
the  other, — '*  what,  man  ! — ^have  a  good 
heart    How  does  thy  stomach  feel  1 — hah !" 

To  this  interrogation  he  made  no  reply, 
but  throwing  aside  his  night-gown,  discover, 
ed  that  his  waistcoat  would  not  meet  upon 
his  belly  by  five  good  inches  at  least.  '*  Hea- 
ven protect  us  all !"  cried  Sir  Thomas, — 
**  what  a  melancholy  spectacle  ! — never  did 
1  see  a  man  so  suddenly  swelled,  but  when 
he  was  either  just  dead  or  just  dying.  Doc- 
tor, canst  thou  do  nothing  for  this  poor  ob^ 
ject  ?"  **  I  don't  think  the  case  is  quite  des- 
perate," said  the  surgeon,  **but  I  would 
advise  Mr  Frogmore  to  settle  his  affairs 
with  all  expedition ;  the  parson  may  come 
and  pray  by  him,  while  I  prepare  a  clyster 
and  an  emetic  draught."  The  justice,  roll- 
ing bis  languid  eyes,  ejaculated  with  great 
fervency, — **Lord  have  mercy  upon  us! 
Christ  have  mercy  upon  us!"  Then  he 
begged  the  surgeon,  in  the  name  of  Crod,  to 
dispatch. — **  As  for  my  worldly  affairs,"  said 
he,  *'  they  are  all  settled  but  one  mortgage, 
which  roust  be  left  to  my  heirB--but,  my  poor 
soul!  my  poor  soul!  what  will  become  of 
my  poor  soul  1 — miserable  sinner  that  I  am !" 


**  Nay,  pr'ythee,  my  dear  boy,  compose  thy. 
self,"  resumed  the  knight;  '* consider  Uie 
mercy  of  Heaven  is  infinite ;  thou  canst  not 
have  any  sins  of  a  very  deep  dye  on  thy  con- 
science, or  the  devil's  in't."  "Name  not 
the  devil,"  exclaimed  the  terrified  Frogmore, 
''  I  have  more  sins  to  answer  for  than  the 
world  dreams  of-— Ah  I  friend,  I  have  been 
sly — sly — damn'd  sly  ! — Send  for  the  parson 
without  loss  of  time,  and  put  roe  to  bed,  for 
I  am  posting  to  eternity.  He  was  accord- 
ingly  raised  from  the  couch,  and  supported 
by  two  servants,  who  led  him  back  to  his 
room ;  but  before  he  quitted  the  parlour,  he 
entreated  the  good  company  to  assist  him 
with  their  prayers.  He  added, — **Take 
warning  by  me,  who  am  suddenly  cut  off  in 
my  prime,  like  a  flower  of  the  field ;  and  God 
forjgive  you.  Sir  Thomas,  for  suffering  such 
poisonous  trash  to  be  eaten  at  your  table." 

He  was  no  sooner  removed  out  of  hearing, 
than  the  baronet  abandoned  himself  to  a  vio- 
lent fit  of  laughing,  in  which  he  was  joined 
by  the  greatest  part  of  the  company ;  but  we 
could  hardly  prevent  the  good  lady  from 
going  to  undeceive  the  patient,  by  discover- 
ing, that,  while  he  slept,  his  waistcoat  had 
been  straitened  by  the  contrivance  of  the 
surgeon;  and  that  the  disorder  in  his  sto- 
mach and  bowels  was  occasioned  by  some 
antimonial  wine,  which  he  had  taken  over 
night,  under  the  denomination  of  plague- 
water.  She  seemed  to  think  that  his  appre- 
hension might  put  an  end  to  his  life:  the 
knight  swore  he  was  no  such  chicken,  but  a 
tough  old  rogue,  that  would  live  long  enough 
to  plague  all  his  neighbours.  Upon  inquiry, 
we  found  his  character  did  not  entitle  him  to 
much  compassion  or  respect,  and  therefore 
we  let  our  landlord's  humour  take  its  course. 
A  clyster  was  actually  administered  by  an 
old  woman  of  the  family,  who  had  been  Sir 
Thomas's  nurse,  and  the  patient  took  a 
draught  made  of  oxymel  of  squills  to  forward 
the  operation  of  the  antimonial  wine,  which 
had  been  retarded  by  the  opiate  of  the  pre- 
ceding night.  He  was  visited  by  the  vicar, 
who  read  prayers,  and  began  to  take  an 
account  of  the  state  of  his  soul,  when  those 
medicines  produced  their  effect :  so  that  the 
parson  was  obliged  to  hold  his  nose  while  he 
poured  forth  spiritual  consolation  from  his 
mouth.  The  same  expedient  was  used  by 
the  knight  and  me,  who,  with  the  doctor, 
entered  the  chamber  at  this  juncture,  and 
found  Frogmore  enthroned  on  an  ea^g- 
chair,  under  the  pressure  of  a  double  evacu- 
ation. The  short  intervals  betwixt  every 
heave  he  employed  in  crying  for  mercy,  con- 
iessing  his  sms,  or  asking  the  vicar's  opinion 
of  his  case ;  and  the  vicar  answered,  in  a 
solemn  snuffling  tone,  that  heightened  the 
ridicule  of  the  scene.  The  emetic  having 
done  its  office,  the  doctor  interfered,  anp 
ordered  the  patient  to  be  put  in  bed  again. 
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When  he  examined  the  egestOt  and  felt  his 
pulse,  he  declared  thait  much  of  the  virus 
was  discharged ;  and,  giving  him  a  composing 
draughty  assured  him  ne  h£d  g^ood  hopes  of 
his  recovery.  This  welcome  hint  he  received 
with  the  tears  of  joy  in  his  eyes,  protesting, 
that,  if  he  should  recover,  he  would  always 
think  himself  indebted  for  his  life  to  the 
great  skiU  and  tenderness  of  his  doctor,  whose 
hands  he  squeezed  with  great  fervour;  and 
thus  he  was  left  to  his  repose. 

We  were  pressed  to  stay  dinner,  that  we 
might  be  witnesses  of  hitr^resuscitation :  but 
my  uncle  insisted  upon  our  departing  before 
noon,  that  we  might  reach  this  town  before 
it  should  be  dark.  In  the  meaCn  time,  I^idy 
Bulford  conducted  lis  into  the  garden,  to  see 
a  iish-pond  lust  finished,  which  Mr  Bramble 
censured  as  being  too  near  the  parlour,  where 
the  knight  now  sat  by  himself,  dozing  in  an 
elbow-cnair,  after  the  fiitigues  of  his  morning 
achievement.  In  this  situation  he  reclined, 
with  his  feet  wrapped  in  flannel,  and  support- 
ed in  a  fine  with  his  body,  when  the  door 
flying  open  with  a  violent  shock.  Lieutenant 
Lismahago  rushed  into  the  room,  with  horror 
in  his  looks,  exclaiming, — *'  A  mad  dog !  a 
mad  dog!"  and  throwing  up  the  window 
sash,  leaped  into  the  garden.  Sir  Thomas, 
waked  by  this  tremendous  exclamation, 
started  up,  and,  forgetting  his  gout,  followed 
the  lieutenant's  example  by  a  kind  of  in- 
stinctive impulse.  He  not  only  bolted 
through  the  window  lika  an  arrow  from  a 
bow,  but  ran  up  to  his  middle  in  the  pond 
before  he  gave  the  least  sign  of  recollection. 
Then  the  captain  began  to  bawl, — "  Lord* 
liave  mercy  upon  us  !  pray  take  care  of  the 
gentleman  !*-for  Crod's  sake,  mind  your 
tooting,  my  dear  boy  ! — ^get  warm  blankets — 
comfort  his  poor  carcase — ^warm  the  bed  in 
the  green  room  !*' 

Lady  Bulford  was  thunderstruck  at  this 
phenomenon,  and  the  rest  of  the  company 
gazed  in  silent  astonishment,  while  the  ser- 
vante  hastened  to  assist  their  master,  who 
suffered  himself  to  be  carried  back  into  the 
parlour  without  speaking  a  word.  Being 
instantly  accommodated  with  dry  clothes  and 
flannels,  comforted  with  a  cordial,  and  re- 
placed in  statu  quo,  one  of  the  maids  was 
ordered  to  chafe  his  lower  extremities,  an 
operation  in  consequence  of  which  his  senses 
seemed  to  return,  and  his  good  humour  to 
revive.  As  we  had  followed  him  into  the 
roo«i,  he  looked  at  every  individual  in  his 
turn,  with  a  certain  ludicrous  expression  in 
his  countenance,  but  fixed  his  eye  in  parti- 
cular upon  Lismahago,  who  presented  him 
with  a  pinch  of  snuff;  and  wnen  he  took  it 
in  silence,— -<«  Sir  Thomas  Bulford,"  said  he, 
"I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  all  your 
favours,  and  some  of  them  I  have  endea- 
voured  to  repay  in  vour  own  coin."  "  Give 
me  thy  hand,"  cried  the  baronet:  <'  thou  hast 


indeed  paid  me  scat  and  lot ;  and  even  left 
a  balance  in  my  hands,  for  which,  in  pre- 
sence of  this  company,  I  promise  to  be  ae- 
countable."  So  saying,  he  laughed  very 
heartily,  and  even  seemed  to  enjoy  the  reta* 
liation  whiph  had  been  exacted  at  his  owa 
expense ;  but  Lady  Bulford  looked  very  grave, 
and,  in  all  probability,  thought  the  lieutenant 
had  carried  his  resentment  too  far,  consider- 
ing  that  her  husband  was  valetudinary — ^but» 
according  to  the  proverb,  he  that  wiu  ptay 
at  bowls  must  expect  to  meet  with  rubbers. 

I  have  seen  a  tame  bear,  very  diverting, 
when  properly  managed,  become  a  very  dan- 
gerous wild  beast  when  teazed  for  the  enter- 
tainment of  the  spectators.  As  for  Lisma- 
hago, he  seemed  to  think  the  fright  and  the 
cold  bath  would  have  a  good  eflect  upon  his 
patient's  constitution ;  but  the  doctor  hinted 
some  apprehension  that  the  gouty  matter 
might,  by  such  a  sudden  shock,  be  repelled 
from  the  extremities,  and  thrown  upon 
some  of  the  more  vital  parts  of  the  machine. 
I  should  be  very  sorry  to  see  this  prognostic 
verified  upon  our  facetious  landlord,  who  told 
Mrs  Tabitha  at  parting,  that  he  hoped  she 
would  remember  him  in  the  distribution  of 
the  bride's  favours,  as  he  had  taken  so  much 
pains  to  put  the  captain's  parts  and  mettle 
to  the  proof.  After  all,  I  am  afraid  our 
squire  will  appear  to  be  the  greatest  suflTerer 
by  the  baronet's  wit ;  for  his  constitution  is 
by  no  means  calculated  for  night  alarms.  He 
has  yawned  and  shivered  all  day,  and  gone 
to  bed  without  supper ;  so  that,  as  we  nave 
got  into  good  quarters,  I  imagine  we  shall 
make  a  halt  to-morrow ;  in  which  case  you 
will  have  at  least  one  day's  respite  from  the 
persecution  of  J.  MELFORD. 

October  3. 


To  Mbs  Mart  Jones,  at  Brambleton- 

Hall. 

Dear  Mart, — Miss  Liddy  is  so  good  as 
to  unclose  me  in  a  kiver  as  fur  as  Gloster, 
and  the  carrier  will  bring  it  to  band.  God 
send  us  all  safe  to  Monmouthshire,  for  I'm 
(]uite  jaded  with  rambling.  'Tis  a  true  say- 
ing, live  and  learn.  O  woman,  what  chuck- 
ling and  changing  have  I  seen!  Well, 
there's  notliin  sartin  in  this  world.  Who 
would  have  thought  that  mistriss,  after  all 
the  pains  taken  for  the  good  of  her  prusias 
sole,  would  go  for  to  throw  away  her  poor 
body  ?  that  £e  would  cast  the  heys  of  infec- 
tion upon  such  a  carrying  crow  as  Lashmy- 
hago !  as  old  as  Mathewsullin,  as  dry  as  a 
red  herring,  and  as  pore  as  a  starved  veezel. 
O  Molly !  hadst  thou  seen  him  come  down 
the  ladder,  in  a  shurt  so  scanty,  that  it  could 
not  kiver  his  nakedness !  The  young  sauire 
called  him  Dunquickset ;  but  he  looked  for 
all  the  world  like  Cradock-ap-Morgan,  the 
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ould  tinker  that  suffered  at  Abergany  for 
stealing  of  kettle.  Then  he's  a  profane  scuf- 
fle, and,  as  Mr  Clinker  says,  no  better  than 
an  impfiddle,  continually  playing  upon  the 
pyebill,  and  the  new  burth.  1  doubt  he  has 
as  little  manners  as  money ;  for  he  can't  say 
a  civil  word,  much  more  make  me  a  present 
of  a  pair  of  gloves  for  good  will ;  but  he 
looks  as  if  he  wanted  to  be  very  forward  and 
familiar.  O!  that  ever  a  gentlewoman  of 
years  and  discretion  should  tare  her  air,  and 
C17  and  disporridge  herself  for  such  a  nub- 
jack  !  as  the  song  goes —  , 

**  I  vow  she  would  fain  have  a  burd. 
That  bids  sach  a  price  for  an  owl." 

But,  for  sartin,  he  must  have  dealt  with  some 
Scotch  musician  to  bring  her  to  this  pass. 
As  for  me,  I  put  my  trust  in  the  Lord ;  and 
I  have  got  a  slice  of  witchelm'  sowed  in 
the  gathers  of  my  under  petticoat ;  and  Mr 
Clinker  assures  me,  that,  by  the  new  ligfht  of 
grease,  I  may  defy  the  devil  and  dl  his 
works.  But  1  nose  what  I  nose.  If  mistress 
should  take  up  with  Lashmyhago,  this  is  no 
sarvice  for  me.  Thank  God,  there's  not 
want  of  places ;  and  if  I  want  for  one  thing, 
I  would — ^but  no  matter.  Madam  Baynar's 
woman  has  twenty  good  pounds  a-year,  and 

Sarquisites ;  and  dresses  like  a  parson  of 
istinkson.  I  dined  with  her  and  the  valey 
de  shambles,  with  bags  and  golden  jackets  : 
but  there  was  nothing  kiroiSttable  to  eat, 
being  as  how  they  live  upon  board  ;  and  hav- 
ing nothing  but  a  piss  of  could  cuddling  tart 
and  some  blamangey,  I  was  tuck  with  the 
cullick,  and  a  murcy  it  was  that  mistress 
had  her  viol  of  assings  in  the  cox. 

Biit,  as  I  was  saying,  I  think  for  sartin 
this  match  will  go  forewood ;  for  things  are 
come  to  a  creesus ;  and  I  have  seen  with 
my  own  heys  such  smuggling.  But  I  scorn 
for  to  exclose  the  secrets  of  the  family ;  and 
if  it  wance  comes  to  marrying,  who  nose 
but  the  frolic  may  go  round.  I  believes  as 
how  Miss  Liddy  would  have  no  reversion,  if 
her  swan  would  appear ;  and  you  would  be 
surprised,  Molly,  to  receive  a  bride's  fever 
from  your  humble  sarvant.  But  this  is  all 
suppository,  dear  girl;  and  I  have  sullenly 
promised  to  Mr  Cainker,  that  neither  man, 
woman,  nor  child,  shall  no  that  arrow  said  a 
civil  thing  to  me  in  the  way  of  infection.  I 
hopes  to  drink  your  health  at  Brambleton- 
hall,  in  a  horn  of  October,  before  the  month 
be  out.  Pray  let  my  bed  be  turned  once  a- 
day,  and  the  windore  opened,  while  the  wea- 
ther  is  dry  ;  and  bum  a  few  billets  with  some 
brush  in  the  footman's  garret,  and  see  their 
mattrash  be  dry  as  a  bone ;  for  both  our  gen- 
tlemen  have  got  a  sad  could  by  lying  in  damp 
shits  at  Sir  Tummus  Ballfart's.  No  more 
at  present,  but  my  service  to  Saul  and  the 
rest  of  our  fellow-sarvants,  being,  dear  Maiy 
Jones,  always  yours» 
Oct,  4.  WIN.  JENKINS. 


To  Miss  Ljbtitia  Willis,  at  Glouces- 

TBB. 

Mt  Dear  Lbttt, — This  method  of  writing 
to  you  from  time  to  time,  without  any  hopes 
of  an  answer,  affords  me,  I  own,  some  ease 
and  satisfaction  in  the  midst  of  my  disquiet, 
as  it  in  some  degree  lightens  the  burthen  of 
affliction ;  but  it  is  at  best  a  very  imperfect 
enjoyment  of  friendship,  because  it  admits 
of  no  return  of  confidence  and  good  counsel. 
I  would  give  the  whole  world  to  have  your 
company  for  a  single  day.  I  am  heartily 
tired  of  this  itinerant  way  of  life.  I  am 
quite  dizzy  with  a  perpetual  succession  of 
objects.  Besictes,  it  is  impossible  to  travel 
such  a  length  of  wav,  without  being  exposed 
to  inconveniences,  dangers  and  disagreeable 
accidents,  which  prove  very  grievous  to  a 
poor  creature  of  weak  nerves,  hke  me,  and 
make  me  pay  very  dear  for  the  gratification 
of  my  curiosity. 

Nature  never  intended  me  for  the  busy 
world.  I  long  for  repose  and  solitude,  where 
I  can  enjoy  that  disinterested  friendship 
which  is  not  to  be  found  among  crowds,  and 
indulge  those  pleasing  reveries  that  shun  the 
hurry  and  tumult  of  fashionable  society.  In- 
experienced as  I  am  in  the  commerce  of 
life,  I  have  seen  enough  to  give  me  a  disgust 
to  the  generality  of  those  who  carry  it  on. 
There  is  such  malice,  treachery  and  dissim- 
ulation,  even  among  professed  friends  and' 
intimate  companion.^;,  as  cannot  fail  to  strike 
a  virtuous  mind  with  horror ;  and  when  vice 
quits  the  stage  for  a  moment,  her  place  is 
immediately  occupied  by  folly,  which  is  oflen 
too  serious  to  excite  any  thing  but  compass- 
ion. Perhaps  I  ought  to  be  silent  on  the 
foibles  of  my  poor  aunt ;  but  with  you,  my 
dear  Willis,  I  have  no  secrets ;  and,  truly, 
her  weaknesses  are  such  as  cannot  be  con- 
cealed.  Since  the  first  moment  we  arrived  at 
Bath,  she  has  been  employed  constantly  in 
spreading  nets  for  the  other  sex;  and,  at 
length,  she  has  caught  a  superannuated  lieu- 
tenant,  who  is  in  a  fair  way  to  make  her 
change  her  name.  My  uncle  and  my  brother 
seem  to  have  no  objection  to  this  extraordi- 
nary match,  which,  I  make  no  doubt,  will 
afford  abundance  of  matter  of  conversation 
and  mirth :  for  my  part,  I  am  too  sensible 
of  my  own  weaknesses  to  be  diverted  with 
those  of  other  people.  At  present,  I  have 
something  at  heart  that  employs  my  whole 
attention,  and  keeps  my  mind  in  the  utmost 
terror  and  suspense. 

Yesterday,  in  the  forenoon,  as  I  stood  with 
my  brother  at  the  parlour  window  of  an  inn, 
where  we  had  lodged,  a  person  pasaod  a- 
horseback,  whom  (gracious  heaven!)  I  in- 
stantly discovered  to  be  Wilson !  He  wore 
a  white  riding  coat,  with  the  cap  buttoned 
up  to  his  chin ;  looked  remarkably  pale,  and 
passed  at  a  round  trot,  without  seeming  to 
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observe  110.  Indeed,  he  could  not  see  us, 
for  there  was  a  blind  that  concealed  us  from 
the  view.  You  may  guess  how  I  was  affect* 
ed  at  this  apparition.  The  light  forsook  my 
eyes ;  and  I  was  seized  with  such  a  palpita- 
tion and  trembling,  that  I  could  not  stand. 
I  sat  do^  upon  a  couch,  and  strove  to  com. 
pose  myself,  th>t  my  brother  might  not  per- 
ceive  my  agitation ;  but  it  was  impossible  to 
escape  his  prying  eyes.  He  had  observed 
the  object  that  alarmed  me ;  and,  doubtless, 
knew  nim  at  the  first  glance.  He  now  look- 
ed at  me  with  a  stem  countenance ;  then  he 
ran  out  into  the  street,  to  see  what  road  the 
unfortunate  horseman  had  taken.  He  after- 
wards  dispatched  his  man  for  farther  intelli- 
gence,  and  seemed  to  meditate  some  violent 
design.  My  uncle  being  out  of  order,  we 
remained  another  night  at  the  inn ;  and  all 
day  long  Jerry  acted  the  part  of  an  inde- 
fatigable spy  upon  my  conduct — he  watched 
my  veiy  looks  with  such  eagerness  of  atten- 
tion, as  if  he  would  have  penetrated  into  the 
inmost  recesses  of  mv  heart.  This  may  be 
owing  to  his  regard  ror  my  honour,  if  it  is 
not  the  effect  of  nis  own  pride ;  but  he  is  so 
hot,  and  violent,  and  unrelenting,  that  the 
sight  of  him  alone  throws  me  into  a  flutter ; 
and  really  it  will  not  be  in  my  power  to  afford 
him  any  share  of  my  affection,  if  he  persists 
in  persecuting  me  at  this  rate.  I  am  afraid 
he  has  formed  some  scheme  of  vengeance, 
which  will  make  me  completely  wretched ! 
I  am  afraid  he  suspects  some  collusion  from 
this  appearance  of  Wilson.  Good  God !  did 
he  really  appear  1  or  was  it  only  a  phantom, 
a  pale  spectre,  to  apprise  me  of  his  death? 

O  Letty,  what  shall  I  do?--Where  shall 
I  turn  for  advice  and  consolation?  Shall 
I  implore  the  protection  of  my  uncle,  who 
has  been  always  kind  and  compassionate? 
This  must  be  my  last  resource.  I  dread  the 
thoughts  of  making  him  uneasy ;  and  would 
rather  suffer  a  thousand  deaths  than  live  the 
cfiuse  of  dissension  in  the  family.  I  cannot 
perceive  the  meaning  of  Wilson's  coming 
hither :  perhaps  he  was  in  quest  of  us,  in  order 
to  disclose  his  real  name  and  situation.  But 
wherefore  pass  without  staying  to  make  the 
least  inquiry  ?  My  dear  Willis,  I  am  lost  in 
conjecture— I  have  not  closed  an  eye  since 
I  saw  him.  All  night  long  have  I  been  tossed 
about  from  one  imagination  to  another.  The 
reflection  finds  no  resting-place.  I  have  pray- 
ed, and  sighed,  and  wept  plentifully.  If  this 
terrible  supense  continues  much  longer,  I 
6hall  have  another  fit  of  illness,  and  then  the 
whole  &mily  will  be  in  confusion.  If  it  was 
consistent  with  the  wise  purposes  of  Provi- 
dence, would  I  were  in  my  grave.  But  it  is 
my  duty  to  be  resigned.  My  dearest  Letty, 
excuse  my  weakness— excuse  these  blots — 
my  tears  fall  so  fast  that  I  cannot  keep  the 
paper  dry — ^yet  I  ought  to  consider  thdt  I 
have  as  ^et  no  cause  to  despair — but  I  am 
such  a  faint-hearted*  timorous  creature ! 


Thank  God,  my  uncle  is  much  better  than 
he  was  yesterday.  He  is  resolved  to  poiBoe 
our  journey  straight  to  Wales.  I  hope  we 
shall  take  Gloucester  in  our  way — ^that  hope 
cheers  my  poor  heart.  I  shaU  once  more 
embrace  my  best  beloved  Willis,  and  pour 
all  my  griefs  into  her  friendly  bosom.  O 
heaven !  is  it  possible  that  such  happiness  is 
reserved  for  the  dejected  and  forlorn 

LYDIA  MELFORD 

October  4. 


To  SA  Watkih  Phillips,  Bart,  or  Jssus 

COLLKOB,  OXON. 

Dear  Watkin , — I  yesterday  met  with  sb 
incident  which  I  believe  you  will  own  to  be 
very  surprisinjf.  As  I  stood  with  Liddy  at 
the  window  of  the  inn  where  we  had  lodged, 
who  should  pass  by  but  Wilson  a-horseback  ? 
I  could  not  be  mistaken  in  his  person,  for  I 
had  a  full  view  of  him  as  he  advanced,  I 
plainly  perceived  by  my  sister's  confusion 
that  she  recognized  him  at  the  same  time. 
I  was  equally  astonished  and  incensed  at  his 
appearance,  which  I  could  not  but  interpret 
into  an  insult,  or  something  worse.  I  ran 
out  at  the  gate,  and,  seeing  him  turn  the 
comer  of  the  street,  I  dispatched  my  servant 
to  observe  his  motions,  but  the  fellow  was 
too  late  to  bring  me  that  satisfaction.  He 
told  me,  however,  that  there  was  an  inn, 
called  the  Red  Lion,  at  the  end  of  the  town, 
where  he  supposed  the  horseman  had  alight- 
ed,  but  that  he  would  not  inquire  without 
further  orders.  I  sent  him  back  immediately 
to  know  what  strangers  were  in  the  house, 
and  he  returned  with  a  report,  that  there 
was  one  Mr  Wilson  lately  arrived.  In  con- 
sequence of  this  information,  I  chaiged  bim 
with  a  note  directed  to  that  gentleman,  de- 
siring him  to  meet  me  in  half  an  hour,  in  a 
certain  field  at  the  town's  end,  with  a  case 
of  pistols,  in  order  to  decide  the  difference 
which  could  not  be  determined  at  our  last 
rencounter:  but  I  did  not  think  proper  to 
subscribe  the  billet.  Mv  man  assured  me 
he  had  delivered  it  into  his  own  hand ;  and 
that,  having  read  it,  he  declared  he  would 
wait  upon  the  gentleman  at  the  place  and 
time  appointed. 

M* Alpine  being  an  old  soldier,  and  luckily 
sober  at  the  time,  I  intrusted  him  with  my 
secret.  I  ordered  him  to  be  within  call ;  and, 
having  given  him  a  letter  to  be  delivered  to 
my  uncle  in  case  of  accident,  I  repaired  to  the 
rendezvous,  which  was  an  inclosed  field  at  a 
little  distance  from  the  highway.  I  found 
my  antagonist  had  already  taken  his  ground, 
wrapped  in  a  dark  horseman's  coat,  with  a 
laced  hat  flapped  over  his  eyes ;  but  what  was 
my  astonishment,  when  throwing  off  this 
wrapper,  he  appeared  to  be  a  person  whom  I 
had  never  seen  oefore !  he  had  one  pistol  stuck 
in  a  leather  belt,  and  another  in  his  hand 
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ready  for  action,  and,  advancing  a  few  steps, 
called  to  know  if  I  was  ready.  I  answer- 
ed,— "No;**  and  desired  a  parley:  upon 
which,  he  turned  the  muzzle  of  his  piece 
towards  the  earth,  then  replaced  it  in  his 
belt,  and  met  me  half  way.  When  I  assured 
him  he  was  not  the  man  I  expected  to  meet, 
he  said  it  might  be  so ;  that  he  had  received 
a  slip  of  paper  directed  to  Mr  Wilson,  re- 
questing him  to  come  hither ;  and  that,  as 
there  was  no  other  in  the  place  of  that  name, 
he  naturally  concluded  the  note  was  intended 
for  him,  and  iiim  only.  I  then  gave^im  to 
understand,  that  I  had  been  injured  by  a  per- 
son who  assumed  that  name ;  which  person 
I  had  actually  seen  within  the  hour,  passing 
through  the  street  on  horseback ;  that  hear- 
ing there  was  a  Mr  Wilson  at  the  Red  Lion, 
I  took  it  for  granted  he  was  the  man,  and  in 
that  belief  had  written  the  billet ;  and  I  ex- 
pressed my  surprise,  that  he,  who  was  a 
stranger  to  me  and  my  concerns,  should  give 
me  such  a  rendezvous,  without  taking  the 
trouble  to  demand  a  previous  explanation. 
He  replied,  that  there  was  no  other  of  his 
name  in  the  whole  country;  that  no  such 
horseman  had  alighted  at  the  Red  Lion  since 
nine  o'clock,  when  he  arrived ;  that  having 
had  the  honour  to  serve  his  majesty,  he 
thought  he  could  not  decently  decline  any 
invitation  of  this  kind,  from  what  quarter 
soever  it  might  come ;  and  that,  if  any  ex- 
planation was  necessary,  it  did  not  belong 
to  him  to  demand  it,  but  to  the  gentleman 
who  summoned  him  into  the  field.  Vexed 
as  I  was  at  this  adventure,  I  could  not  help 
admiring  the  coolness  of  this  officer,  whose 
open  countenance  prepossessed  me  in  his 
favour.  He  seemed  to  be  turned  of  forty ; 
wore  his  own  short  black  hair,  which  curled 
naturally  about  his  ears,  and  was  very  plain 
in  his  apparel.  When  I  begged  pardon  for 
the  trouble  I  had  given  him,  he  received  my 
apology  with  great  good  humour.  He  told 
me  that  he  lived  about  ten  miles  off,  at  a 
small  farm-house,  which  would  afford  me 
tolerable  lodging,  if  1  would  come  and  take 
the  diversion  oi  hunting  with  him  for  a  few 
weeks;  in  which  case,  he  might  perhaps 
find  out  the  man  who  had  given  me  offence. 
I  thanked  him  veiy  sincerely  for  his  cour- 
teous offer,  which,  1  told  him,  I  was  not  at 
liberty  to  accept  at  present,  on  account  of 
my  being  engaged  in  a  family  party ;  and  so 
we  parted,  with  mutual  professions  of  good- 
will and  esteem. 

Now  tell  me,  dear  knight,  what  I  am  to 
make  of  this  singular  adventure  ?  Am  I  to 
suppose  that  the  horseman  I  saw  was  really 
a  thing  of  flesh  and  blood,  or  a  bubble  that 
vanished  into  air?— or  must  I  imagine  Uddy 
knows  more  of  the  matt^  than  she  chooses 
to  disclose?  If  I  thought  her  capable  of 
carrying  on  any  clandestine  correspondence 
with  such  a  fellow,  I  should  at  once  discard 
all  tenderness,  and  forget  that  she  was  con- 1 
5  Z* 


nected  to  me  by  the  ties  of  blood.  But  how 
is  it  possible  that  a  girl  of  her  simplicity  and 
inexperience  should  maintain  such  an  mter- 
course,  surrounded,  as  she  is,  with  so  many 
eyes,  destitute  of  all  opportunity,  and  shift- 
ing quarters  every  day  of  her  life  ?    Besides, 

she  has  solemnly  promised No — I  can't 

think  the  girl  so  base — so  insensible  to  the 
honour  of  her  family.  What  disturbs  me 
chiefly  is  the  impression  which  these  occur* 
rences  seem  to  make  upon  her  spirits.  These 
are  the  symptoms  from  which  I  conclude 
that  the  rascal  has  still  a  hold  on  her  affec- 
tion. Surely  I  have  a  right  to  call  him  a 
rascal,  and  to  conclude  that  his  designs  are 
infamous.  But  it  shall  be  my  fault  if  he 
does  not  one  day  repent  his  presumption. 
I  confess  I  cannot  think,  much  less  write,  on 
this  subject,  with  any  degree  of  temper  or 
patience;  I  shall  therefore  conclude  with 
telling  you,  that  we  hope  to  be  in  Wales  by 
the  latter  end  of  the  month ;  but  before  that 
period  you  will  probably  hear  agin  from 
your  aflfectionate  J.  MELFORD 

October  4. 


To  Sir  Watkiw  Phillips,  B\rt.  at  Oxon. 

Dear  Phillips, — ^When  I  wrote  you  hy 
last  post,  I  did  not  imagine  I  should  be 
tempted  to  trouble  you  again  so  soon  :  but  1 
now  sit  down  with  a  heart  so  full,  that  it 
cannot  contain  itself;  though  I  am  under 
such  agitation  of  spirits,  that  you  are  to  ex- 
pect  neither  method  nor  connection  in  this 
address.  We  have  been  this  day  within  a 
hair's  breadth  of  losing  honest  Matthew 
Bramble,  in  consequence  of  a  cursed  acci- 
dent, which  I  will  endeavour  to  explain.  In 
crossing  the  country  to  get  into  the  post- 
road,  it  was  necessary  to  ford  a  river,  and 
we  that  were  a-horseback  passed  without 
any  danger  or  difficulty  ;  but  a  p^at  quantity 
of  rain  having  fallen  last  night  and  this 
morning,  there  was  such  an  accumulation  of 
water,  that  a  mill- head  gave  way,  just  as  the 
coach  was  passing  under  it,  and  the  flood 
rushed  down  with  such  impetuosity,  as  first 
floated,  and  then  fairly  overturned  the  car- 
ria^  in  the  middle  of  the  stream.  Lismahago 
and  ],  and  the  two  servants,  alighting  instant- 
aneously, ran  into  the  river  to  give  lul  the  as- 
sistance in  our  power.  Our  aunt,  Mrs  Tabi- 
tha,  who  had  the  food  fortune  to  be  upper- 
most, was  already  lialf  way  out  of  the  coach 
window,  when  her  lover  approaching,  dis- 
engaged her  entirely ;  but,  whether  his  foot 
slipped,  or  the  burden  was  too  fifreat,  they 
fell  over  head  and  ears  in  each  other's  arms. 
He  endeavoured  more  than  once  to  get  up, 
and  even  to  disentangle  himself  from  her 
embrace,  but  she  hunff  about  his  neck  like  a  ^ 
millstone  (no  bad  emolem  of  matrimony) ; 
and  if  my  man  had  not  proved  a  staunch 
auxiliary,  those  two  lovers  would  in  all  pro- 
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bability  have  gone  hand  in  hand  to  the  shades 
below.  For  my  part,  I  was  too  much  en- 
gaged to  take  any  cognizance  of  their  dis- 
tress. I  snatched  out  my  sister  by  the  hair 
of  the  head,  and  dragging  her  to  the  bank, 
recollected  that  my  uncle  had  not  yet  appear- 
ed. Rushing  again  into  the  stream,  I  met 
Clinker  hauling  ashore  Mrs  Jenkins,  who 
looked  like  a  mermaid  with  her  hair  dishev- 
«^ed  about  her  ears ;  but  when  I  asked  if 
nis  master  was  safe,  he  forthwith  shook  her 
from  him,  and  she  must  have  gone  to  pot,  if 
a  miller  had  not  seasonably  come  to  her  re- 
lief. As  for  Humphry,  he  flew  like  light- 
ning  to  the  coach,  that  was  by  this  time  fill- 
ed with  water,  and,  diving  into  it,  broug|it  up 
the  poor  squire,  to  all  appearance  deprived 
of  life.  It  is  not  in  my  power  to  describe 
what  I  felt  at  this  melancholy  spectacle.  It 
was  such  an  agonv  as  baffles  all  description  ! 
The  faithful  ClinlEer,  taking  him  up  in  his 
arms,  as  if  he  had  been  an  infant  of  six 
months,  carried  him  ashore,  howling  most 
piteously  all  the  way,  and  I  followed  him  in 
a  transport  of  grief  and  consternation.  When 
he  was  laid  upon  the  grass,  and  turned  from 
side  to  side,  a  great  quantity  of  water  ran 
out  at  his  mouth,  then  he  opened  his  eyes, 
and  fetched  a  deep  sigh.  Clinker,  perceiv- 
ing these  siffns  of  life,  immediately  tied  up 
his  arm  with  a  garter,  and,  pulling  out  a 
horse-fleam,  let  him  blood  in  the  farrier 
style.  At  first  a  few  drops  only  issued  from 
the  orifice ;  but  the  arm  being  chafed,  in  a 
little  time  the  blood  began  to  flow  in  a  con- 
tinued stream;  and  he  uttered  some  inco- 
herent words,  which  were  the  most  welcome 
sounds  that  ever  saluted  my  ear.  There  was 
a  country  inn  hard  by,  the  landlord  of  which 
had  by  this  time  come  with  his  people  to 
five  their  assistance.  Thither  my  uncle 
being  carried,  was  undressed,  and  put  to  bed 
wrapped  in  warm  blankets ;  but  having  been 
moved  too  soon,  he  fainted  away,  and  once 
more  lay  without  sense  or  motion,  notwith- 
standing all  the  efiTorts  of  Clinker  and  the 
landlora,  who  bathed  his  temples  with  Hun- 
gary water,  and  held  a  smelling  bottle  to  his 
nose.  As  I  had  heard  of  the  efficacy  of  salt 
in  such  cases,  I  ordered  all  that  was  in  the 
house  to  be  laid  under  his  head  and  body ; 
and  whether  this  application  had  the  desired 
effect,  or  Nature  of  herself  prevailed,  he,  in 
less  that  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  bqnin  to 
breathe  regularly,  and  soon  retrieved  nis  re- 
collection, to  the  unspeakable  joy  of  all  the 
by-standers.  As  for  Clinker,  bis  Drain  seem- 
ed to  be  affected.  He  laughed  and  wept,  and 
danced  about  in  such  a  distracted  manner, 
that  the  landlord  very  iudiciously  conveyed 
him  oat  of  the  room.  My  uncle,  seeing  me 
dripping  wet,  comprehended  the  whole  of 
what  Imd  happened,  and  asked  if  idl  the 
company  was  safe.  Being  answered  in  the 
affirmative,  he  insisted  upon  my  putting  on 
dry  clothes ;  and  having  fwallowed  a  Ettle 


warm  wine,  desired  he  might  be  left  to  hk 
repose.  Before  I  went  to  shift  myself,  I  in- 
quired about  the  rest  of  the  femily.  1  found 
Mrs  Tabitha  still  delirious  from  her  fright, 
discharging  very  copiously  the  water  she 
had  swallowed.  She  was  supported  by  the 
captain,  distilling  drops  from  his  uncurled 
periwig,  so  lank  and  so  dank,  that  he  looked 
like  father  Thame  without  his  seges,  em- 
bracing Isis  while  she  cascaded  in  his  urn. 
Mrs  Jenkins  was  present  also,  in  a  loose 
bed-gown,  without  either  cap  or  handker- 
chief ;,  but  she  seemed  to  be  as  little  eompoB 
mentis  as  her  mistress,  and  acted  so  many 
cross  purposes  in  the  course  of  her  attend- 
ance, that,  between  the  two,  Lismahago  had 
occasion  for  all  his  philosophy.  As  for  Lid- 
dy,  I  thought  the  poor  girl  would  have  ac- 
tually lost  her  senses.  The  good  woman  of 
the  house  had  shifted  her  linen,  and  put  her 
into  bed ;  but  she  was  seized  with  the  idea 
that  her  uncle  had  perished,  and,  in  this  per- 
suasion, made  a  dismal  outcry ;  nor  did  she 
pav  the  least  regard  to  what  I  said,  when  I 
solemnly  assuredher  he  was  safe.  Mr  Bram- 
ble hearing  the  noise,  and  being  informed 
of  her  apprehension,  desired  she  might  be 
brought  into  his  chamber;  and  she  no  sooner 
received  this  intimation,  than  she  ran  thither 
half  naked,  with  the  wildest  expression  of 
eagerness  in  her  countenance.  Seeing  the 
squire  sitting  up  in  the  bed,  she  sprung  for- 
wards, and  throwing  her  arms  about  his 
neck,  exclaimed,  in  a  most  pathetic  tone,^- 
**  Are  you — are  you  indeed,  my  uncle ! — My 
dear  uncle  ! — My  best  friend  ! — My  father! — 
Are  you  really  living  1  or  is  it  an  illusion  of 
my  poor  brain?"  Honest  Matthew  was  so 
much  affected,  that  he  could  not  help  shed- 
ding tears,  while  he  kissed  her  forehead, 
saymg — "My  dear  Liddy,  I  hope  I  shall 
live  long  enough  to  show  how  sensible  I  nnti 
of  your  affection.  But  your  spirits  are  flut- 
tered child — you  want  rest—go  to  bed  and 
compose  yourself."  "Well,  I  will,"^  she 
replied;  '*but  still  methinks  this  cannot 
be  real.  The  coach  was  full  of  water — my 
uncle  was  under  us.  Gracious  God!  yon 
was  under  water — ^how  did  you  get  out? 
Tell  me  that ;  or  I  shall  think  this  is  all  a 
deception ."  **  In  what  manner  I  was  brought 
out,  I  know  as  little  as  you  do,  my  dear,*' 
said  the  squire :  "  and  truly  that  is  a  circum- 
stance of  which  I  want  to  be  informed."  I 
would  have  given  him  a  detail  of  the  whole 
adventure,  but  he  would  not  hear  me  until  I 
should  change  my  clothes;  so  that  I  bad 
only  time  to  tell  him,  that  he  owed  his  life 
to  the  courage  and  fidelity  of  Clinker ;  and 
having  given  him  this  hint,  I  conducted  my 
sister  to  her  own  chamber. 

This  accident  hAppened  about  three  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  and  in  little  more  than 
half  an  hour  the  hurricane  was  all  over ;  but 
as  the  carriage  was  (bund  to  be  so  much 
damaged*  that  it  coold  not  pioeeed  without 
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considerable  repairs,  a  blacksmith  and  wheel- 
wright were  immediately  sent  for  to  the  next 
market-town,  and  we  congratulated  ourselves 
upon  being  housed  at  an  inn,  which,  though 
remote  from  the  post-road,  afforded  exceed- 
ing good  lodging.  The  women  being  pretty 
well  composed,  and  the  men  all  afoot,  my 
uncle  sent  for  his  servant,  and,  in  the  pre- 
sence of  Lismahago  and  me,  accosted  him 
in  these  words :  *<  So,  Clinker,  I  find  you 
are  resolved  I  shan't  die  by  water.  A^  you 
have  fished  me  up  from  the  bottom  at  your 
.own  risk,  you  are  at  least  entitled  to  all  the 
money  that  was  in  my  pocket,  and  there  it 
is."  So  saying,  he  presented  him  with  a 
purse  containing  thirty  guiness,  and  a  ring 
nearly  of  the  same  value.  *<  God  forbid !" 
cried  Clinker,  **  your  honour  shall  excuse 
me.  I  am  a  poor  fellow  ;  but  I  have  a  heart. 
O*!  if  your  honour  did  but  know  how  I  re- 
joiced to  see — blessed  be  his  holy  name,  that 
made  me  the  bumble  instrument — ^but  as  for 
the  lucre  of  gain,  I  renounce  it.  I  have  dune 
no  more  than  my  duty ;  no  more  than  I 
would  have  done  for  the  most  worthless  of 
my  fellow-creatures ;  no  more  than  I  would 
have  done  for  Captain  Lismahago,  or  Archy 
M'Aipine,  or  any  sinner  upon  earth  ;  but,  for 
your  worship,  I  would  go  through  fire  as  well 
as  water." 

<«I  do  believe  it,  Humphry/'  said  the 
squire ;  <*  but  as  you  think  it  was  your  duty 
to  save  my  life  at  the  hazard  of  your  own,  I 
think  it  mine  to  express  the  sense  I  have  of 
your  extraordinary  fidelity  and  attachment — 
I  insist  upon  your  receiving  this  small  token 
of  my  gratitude;  but  don't  imagine  that  I 
look  upon  this  as  an  adequate  recompense 
for  the  service  you  have  done  me.  I  have 
determined  to  settle  thirty  pounds  a-year 
upon  you  for  life ;  and  I  desire  these  gentle- 
men to  bear  witness  to  this  my  intention, 
of  which  I  have  a  memorandum  in  my  pocket- 
book."  *'  Lord  make  me  thankful  for  all  these 
mercies  I"  cried  Clinker,  sobbing ;  **  I  have 
been  a  poor  bankrupt  from  the  beginning. 
Your  honour's  goodness  found  me,  when  I 
was — ^naked — when  I  was — sick  and  forlorn 
-^I  understand  your  honour's  looks— I  would 
not  give  offence— but  my  heart  is  very  fiill — 
and  if  your  worship  won't  give  me  leave  to 
speak — I  must  vent  it  in  prayers  to  Heaven 
for  my  benefactor."  When  he  quitted  the 
room,  Lismahago  said,  he  should  have  a  much 
better  opinion  of  his  honesty,  if  he  did  not 
whine  and  cant  so  abominably  ;  but  that  he 
had  always  observed  those  weeping  and  pray- 
Ihg  fellows  were  hypocrites  at  bottom.  Mr 
Bramble  made  no  reply  to  this  sarcastic 
remarkr  proceeding  from  the  lieutenant's  re- 
sentment of  Clinker's  having,  in  pure  sim«. 
plicity  of  heart,  ranked  him  with  M'AIpine 
and  the  sinners  of  the  earth.  The  landlord 
being  called  to  receive  some  orders  about 
the  beds,  told  the  squire,  that  his  house  was 
very  much  at  his  service*  but  he  was  sure  he 


should  not  have  the  honour  to  lodge  him  and 
his  company.  He  gave  him  to  understand, 
that  his  master,  who  lived  hard  by,  would . 
not  suffer  us  to  be  at  a  public  house,  when 
there  was  an  accommodation  for  us  at  his 
own ;  and  that,  if  he  had  not  dined  abroad  in 
the  neighbourhood,  he  would  have  undoubt- 
edly come  to  offer  his  services  at  our  first 
arrival.  He  then  launched  out  in  praise  of 
that  gentleman,  whom  he  had  served  as  bu|t 
ler,  representing  him  as  a  perfect  miracle  or 
goodness  and  generosity.  He  said  heWas  a 
person  of  great  learning,  and  allowed  to  be 
the  best  farmer  in  the  country — ^tbat  he  had 
a  lady  who  was  as  much  beloved  as  himself, 
and  an  only  son,  a  very  hopeful  young  gen- 
tleman, just  recovereji  from  a  dangerous 
fever,  which  had  like  to  have  proved  mtal  to 
the  whole  family ;  for,  if  Uie  son  had  died, 
he  was  sure  tlie  parents  would  not  have  sur- 
vived their  loss.  He  had  not  yet  finished 
the  encomium  of  Mr  Dennison,  when  this 
gentleman  arrived  in  a  post-chaise»  and  his 
appearance  seemed  to  justify  all  that  had 
been  said  in  his  favour.  He  is  pretty  well 
advanced  in  years,  but  hale,  robust  and  florid, 
with  an  ingenuous  countenance,  expressive 
of  good  sense  and  humanity.  Having  con- 
doled with  us  on  the  accident  which  had 
happened,  he  said  he  was  come  to  conduct 
us  to  his  habitation,  where  we  should  be  less 
incommoded  than  at  such  a  paltr)'  inn,  and 
expressed  his  hope  that  the  ladies  would  not 
be  the  worse  for  going  thither  in  his  carriage, 
as  the  distance  was  not  above  a  quarter  of  a 
mile.  My  uncle  having  made  a  proper  re- 
turn to  this  courteous  exhibition,  eyed  him 
attentively,  and  then  asked  if  he  had  not 
been  at  Oxford,  a  commoner  of  Queen's 
college;  when  Mr  Dennison  answered,—- 
**  Yes,"  with  some  marks  of  surprise.  ^  Look 
at  me,  then,"  said  our  squire,  ^  and  let  us  see  if 
you  can  recollect  the  features  of  an  old  friend, 
whom  you  have  not  seen  these  forty  years." 
The  gentletnan,  taking  him  by  the  hand,  and 
ffazing  at  him  earnest^, — "  f  protest,"  cried 
he,  '*!  do  think  I  recal  the  idea  of  Matthew 
Uoyd  of  Glamorganshire,  who  was  student 
of  Jesus."  •*  Well  remembered,  my  dear 
friend  Charles  Dennison  (exclaimed  my  un- 
cle, pressing  him  to  his  breast),  I  am  that 
very  identical  Matthew  Lloyd  of  Glamorgan." 
Clinker,  who  had  just  entered  the  room  with 
some  coals  for  the  fire,  no  sooner  heard  these 
words,  than,  throwing  down  the  scuttle  on 
the  toes  of  Lismaha^,  he  began  to  caper  as 
if  he  was  mad,  crying, — **  Matthew  Lloyd 
of  Glamorgan !  O  Providence !  Matthew 
Lloyd  of  Glamorgan !"  Then,  clasping  my 
uncle's  knees,  he  went  on  in  this  manner— 
**  Ybur  worship  must  forgive  me— Matthew 
Lloyd  of  Glamorgan !— O  Lord,  sir ! — I  can't 
contain  myself! — ^I  shall  lose  my  senses — ** 
*<Nay,  thou  hast  lost  them  already,  I  be- 
lieve," said  the  squire,  peevishly ;  '<  pr'ythee, 
Clinker,  be  quiet— what   '»  the  matter  1" 
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Humphry,  (limbliniP  in  his  bosom,  pulled  out 
an  old  wooden  snun-box,  which  he  presented 
in  great  trepidation  to  his  master,  who,  open- 
ing  it  immediately,  perceived  a  small  come- 
lian  seal,  and  two  scraps  of  paper.  At  sight 
of  these  articles  he  started,  and  changred 
colour,  and  casting  his  eye  upon  the  inscrip- 
tions— **  Ha ! — ^how ! — ^what ! — where,"  cried 
he,  **  is  the  person  here  named  V  Clinker, 
|l[nocking  his  own  breast,  could  hardly  pro- 
noun^ Uiese  words — •*  Here — here — here  is 
Matthew  Lloyd,  as  the  certificate  showeth. 
Humphry  Clinker  was  the  name  of  the  far-- 
rier  that  took  me  'prentice."  '*And  who 
gave  you  these  tokens  1*'  said  my  uncle,  has- 
tily*. *<  My  poor  mother  on  her  death-bed," 
replied  the  other.  *'And  who  was  your 
mother?  "Dorothy  Twyford,  an'  please 
your  honour,  heretofore  bar-keeper  at  the 
Angel  at  Chippenham."  "And  why  were 
not  these  tokens  produced  before  1"  "My 
mother  told  me  she  had  wrote  to  Glamor- 
ganshire, at  the  time  of  my  birth,  but  had  no 
answer ;  and  that  afterwards,  when  she  made 
inquiry,  there  was  no  such  person  in  that 
county."  "  And  so,  in  consequence  of  my 
changing  my  name,  and  going  abroad  at  that 
very  time,  thy  poor  motlier  and  thou  have 
been  left  to  want  and  misery— -I  am  reallv 
shocked  at  the  consequence  of  my  own  folly." 
Then,  laying  his  hand  on  Clinker's  head,  he 
added, — **  Stand  forth,  Matthew  Lloyd — ^you 
see,  gentlemen,  how  the  sins  of  my  youth 
rise  up  in  judgment  against  me — here  is  my 
direction  written  with  my  own  hand,  and  a 
seal  which  I  left  at  the  woman's  request? 
and  this  is  a  certificate  of  the  child's  baptism, 
signed  by  the  curate  of  the  parish."  The 
company  were  not  a  little  surprised  at  this 
discovery;  upon  which  Mr  Dennison  face- 
tiously congratulated  both  the  father  and  the 
son :  for  my  part,  1  shook  my  new  found 
cousin  heartily  by  the  hand ;  and  Lismahago 
complimented  him  with  the  tears  in  his  eyes ; 
for  lie  had  been  hopping  about  the  room, 
swearing  in  broad  Scotch,  and  bellowing  with 
the  pain  occasioned  by  the  fidl  of  the  coal- 
scuttle upon  his  foot.  He  had  even  vowed 
to  drive  the  soul  out  of  the  body  of  that  mad 
rascal :  but,  perceiving  the  unexpected  turn 
which  things  had  taken,  he  wished  him  joy 
of  his  good  fortune,  observing,  that  it  went 
very  near  his  heart,  as  he  was  like  to  be  a 
mat  toe  out  of  pocket  by  the  discovery. 
Mr  Dennison  now  desired  to  know  for  what 
reason  my  uncle  had  chan^d  the  name  by 
which  he  knew  him  at  Oxford;  and  our 
squire  satisfied  him,  by  answering  to  this 
effect.  "  I  took  my  mother's  name,  which 
was  Lloyd,  as  heir  to  her  lands  in  Glamor- 

Sinshiie ;  but,  when  I  came  of  age,  1  sold 
at  property,  in  order  to  clear  my  paternal 
estate,  and  resumed  my  real  name ;  so  that 
I  am  now  Matthew  Bramble  of  Brambleton- 
hall,  in  Monmouthshire,  at  your  service ;  and 
this  m  my  nephew  Jeremy  Melibrd  of  BeU 


field,  in  the  county  of  Glamorgan."  At  tfaat 
instant  the  ladies  entering  the  room,  he  pre- 
sented Mrs  Tabitha  as  his  sister,  and  Liddy 
as  his  niece.  The  old  gentleman  saluted 
them  very  cordially,  and  seemed  struck  with 
the  appearance  of  my  sister,  whom  he  could 
not  help  surveying  with  a  mixture  of  com- 
placency and  surprise.  "Sister,"  said  my 
uncle,  "  there  is  a  poor  relation  that  recom- 
mends himself  to  your  good  graces.  The 
quondam  Humphry  Clinker  is  metamorpho- 
sed into  Matthew  lioyd,  and  claims  the  hon. 
our  of  being  your  carnal  kinsman.  In  short, 
the  rogue  proves  to  be  a  crab  of  my  own 
planting,  in  the  days  of  hot  blood  and  unre- 
strained libertinism."  Clinker  had  by  this 
time  dropped  upon  one  knee,  by  the  side  of 
Mrs  Tabitha,  who,  eyeing  him  askance,  and 
flirting  her  fan  with  marks  of  agitation, 
thought  proper,  after  some  conflict,  to  hold 
out  her  hand  for  him  to  kiss,  saying,  with  a 
demure  aspect, — "  Brother,  you  have  been 
very  wicked ;  but  I  hope  you'll  live  to  see 
the  folly  of  your  ways — ^I  am  very  sorry  to 
say*  the  young  man,  whom  you  have  this  day 
acknowledged,  has  more  grace  and  religion, 
by  the  gift  of  God,  than  you  with  all  your 

frofiine  learning,  and  repeated  opportunity — 
do  think  he  has  got  the  trick  of  the  eye, 
and  the  tip  of  the  nose,  of  my  uncle  Lloyd 
of  Flluydwellin ;  and,  as  for  the  long  chin,  it 
is  the  very  moral  of  the  governor's.  Brother, 
as  you  have  changed  his  name,  pray  cjiange 
his  dress  also ;  that  livery  doth  not  become 
any  person  that  hath  got  our  blood  in  his 
vems."  Liddy  seemed  much  pleased  with 
this  acQuisition  to  the  family — she  took  him 
by  the  hand,  declaring  she  should  always  be 
proud  to  own  her  connection  with  a  virtuous 
young  man,  who  had  ^ven  so  many  proofs 
of  his  gratitude  and  affection  to  her  uncle. 
Mrs  Winifred  Jenkins,  extremely  fluttered 
between  her  surprise  at  this  discoveij,  and 
the  apprehension  of  losing  her  sweetheart, 
exclaimed,  in  a  giggling  tone, — "  I  wish  yon 
joy,  Mr  Clinker— -Floyd,  I  would  say — hi, 
hi,  hi ! — ^you'll  be  so  proud,  you  won't  look  at 
your  poor  fellow-servants,  oh,  oh !"  Honest 
Clinker  owned  he  was  overjoyed  at  his  good 
fortune,  which  was  neater  than  he  deserved 
, — "  But  wherefore  stiould  I  be  proud  ?"  said 
he;  "a  poor  object,  conceived  in  sin,  and 
brought  forth  in  miauity,  nursed  in  a  parish 
workhouse,  and  bred  in  a  smithy — whenever 
I  seem  proud,  Mrs  Jenkins,  I  beg  of  you  to 
put  me  in  mind  of  the  condition  I  was  in 
when  I  first  saw  you  between  Chippenham 
and  Marlborough." 

When  this  momentous  affair  was  dis- 
cussed to  the  satisfaction  of  all  parties  con- 
cerned, the  weather  being  dry,  the  ladies 
declined  the  carriage ;  so  tnat  we  walked  all 
together  to  Mr  Dennison's  house,  where  we 
found  the  tea  ready  prepared  by  his  lady,  an 
amiable  matron,  who  received  us  with  all  the 
bonerolence  of  hospitality.    The  boose  is 
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old  faflhioDed  and  irregular,  bat  lodgeable 
and  commodious.  To  the  south  it  has  the 
liver  in  front,  at  the  distance  of  a  hundred 
paces :  and  on  the  north  there  is  a  rising 
ground,  covered  with  an  agreeable  planta- 
tion :  the  greens  and  walks  are  kept  in  the 
nicest  order,  and  all  is  rural  and  romantic. 
I  have  not  yet  seen  the  youn^  gentleman, 
who  is  on  a  visit  to  a  friend  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, from  whose  house  he  is  not  ex- 
pected till  to-morrow. 

In  the  mean  time,  as  there  is  a  man  going 
to  the  next  market  town  with  letters  for  the 
post,  I  take  this  opportunity  to  send  you  the 
history  of  this  day,  which  has  been  remark- 
ably full  of  adventures ;  and  you  will  own 
I  give  you  them  like  a  beef-steak  at  Dolly's, 
hot  and  hot,  without  ceremony  and  parade, 
just  as  they  come  from  the  recollection  of 
yours,  J.  MELFORD. 


To  Db  Lbwis. 

Deak  Dick, — Since  the  last  trouble  I 
gave  you,  I  have  met  with  a  variety  of  in- 
cidents, some  of  them  of  a  singular  nature, 
which  I  reserve  as  a  fund  for  conversation ; 
but  there  are  others  so  interesting,  that  they 
will  not  keep  in  petto  till  meeting. 

Know,  then,  it  was  a  thousand  pounds  to 
a  sixpence,  that  you  should  now  be  execu- 
ting my  will,  instead  of  perusing  my  letter ! 
Two  davs  ago,  ovr  coach  was  overturned  in 
the  midst  of  a  rapid  river,  where  my  life 
was  saved  with  the  utmost  difficulty,  by  the 
courage,  activity,  and  presence  of  mind,  of 
my  servant  Humphry  Clinker.  But  this  is 
not  the  most  surprising  circumstance  of  the 
adventure.  The  saia  Humphry  Clinker 
proves  to  be  Matthew  Lloyd,  natural  son  of 
one  Matthew  Lloyd  of  Glamorgan,  if  you 
know*  any  such  person.  You  see,  doctor, 
that,  notwithstanding  all  your  philosophy,  it 
is  not  without  reason  that  we  Welshmen 
ascribe  such  energy  to  the  force  of  blood  .*- 
But  we  shall  discuss  this  point  on  some  fu- 
ture occasion. 

This  is  not  the  only  discovery  which  I 
made  in  consequence  of  our  disaster.  We 
happened  to  be  wrecked  upon  a  friendly 
shore.  The  lord  of  the  manor  is  no  other 
than  Charles  Dennison,  onr  fellow-rake  at 
Oxford.  We  are  now  happily  housed  with 
that  gentleman,  who  has  really  attained  to 
that  pitch  of  rural  felicity  at  which  I  have 
been  aspiring  these  twenty  years  in  vain. 
He  is  blessed  with  a  consort,  whose  dispo- 
sition is  suited  to  his  own  in  all  respects  ; 
tender,  generous,  and  benevolent.  She, 
moreover,  possesses  an  uncommon  share  of 
understanding,  fortitude,  and  discretion,  and 
10  admirably  qualified  to  be  his  companion, 
confidant,  counsellor,  and  coadjutrix.  These 
excellent  persons  have  an  only  son,  about 
nineteen  yean  of  age,  just  such  a  youth  as 


they  could  have  wished  that  Heaven  would 
bestow,  to  fill  up  the  measure  of  their  enjoy- 
ment. In  a  word,  they  know  no  other  aJloy 
to  their  happiness,  but  their  apprehension 
and  anxiety  about  the  life  and  concerns  of 
this  beloved  object. 

Our  old  friend,  who  bad  the  misfortune  to 
be  a  second  brother,  was  bred  to  the  law, 
and  even  called  to  the  bar ;  but  he  did  not 
fin<t  himself  qualified  to  shine  in  that  pro^ 
vii\ce,  and  liad  very  little  inclination  for  hiJ 
profession.  He  disobliged  his  father,  by 
marrying  for  love,  without  any  consideration 
of  fortune ;  so  that  he  had  little  at  nothing 
to  depend  upon  for  some  years  but  his  prac- 
tice, which  afforded  him  a  bare  subsistence ; 
and  the  prospect  of  an  increasing  family  be- 
ffan  to  give  him  disturbance  and  disquiet. 
In  the  mean  time,  his  father  dying,  was  suc- 
ceeded by  his  eldest  brother,  a  fox-hunter  and 
a  sot,  who  neglected  his  afiairs,  insulted  and 
oppressed  his  servants,  and  in  a  few  years  had 
well-nigh  ruined  the  estate,  when  he  was 
happily  carried  ofifbv  a  fever,  the  immediate 
consequence  of  a  debauch.  Charles,  with 
the  approbation  of  his  wife,  immediately  de- 
termined to  quit  business,  and  retire  into  the 
country,  although  this  resolution  was  stren- 
uously and  zetuously  opposed  by  everv  in- 
dividual whom  he  consulted  on  the  subject 
Those  who  had  tried  the  experiment  assured 
him,  that  he  could  not  pretend  to  breathe  in 
the  country  for  less  than  double  of  what 
his  estate  produced ;  that,  in  order  to  be  up- 
on the  footing  of  a  gentleman,  he  would  be 
obliged  to  keep  horses,  hounds,  carriages, 
with  a  suitable  number  of  servants,  and 
maintain  an  elegant  table  for  the  entertain- 
ment of  his  nei^bours ;  that  fiirming  was  a 
mystery  known  only  to  those  who  had  been 
bred  up  to  it  from  the  cradle,  the  success  of 
it  depending  not  only  upon  skill  and  indus- 
try, but  also  upon  such  attention  and  econo- 
my as  no  gentleman  could  be  supposed  to 
give  or  practise  :  accordingly,  every  attempt 
made  by  gentlemen  miscarried,  and  not  a 
few  had  b^n  ruined  by  their  prosecution  of 
agriculture ;  ;iay,  they  affirmed,  that  he 
would  find  it  cheaper  to  buy  hay  and  oats  for 
his  cattle,  and  go  to  market  for  his  poultry, 
eggs,  kitchen-herbs,  and  roots,  and  every  the 
most  inconsiderable  article  of  house-keep- 
ing, than  to  have  those  articles  produced  on 
his  own  ground. 

These  objections  did  not  deter  Mr  Denni- 
son, because  they  were  chiefly  founded  upon 
the  supposition,  that  he  would  be  obliged  to 
lead  a  life  of  extravagance  and  dissipation, 
which  he  and  his  consort  equally  detested, 
despised,  and  determined  to  avoid.  The 
objects  he  had  in  view,  were  health  of  body, 
peace  of  mind,  and  the  private  satisfaction 
of  domestic  quiet,  unalloyed  by  actual  want, 
and  uninterrupted  by  the  fears  of  indigence. 
He  was  very  moderate  in  his  estimate  of 
the  necessaries,  and  even  of  the  comforts  of 
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life  :  he  required  nothingf  but  wholesome  air, 
pure  water,  agreeable  exercise,  plain  diet, 
convenient  lodging,  and  decent  apparel.  He 
reflected,  that,  if  a  peasant,  without  educa- 
tion^  or  any  ^eat  share  of  natural  sagacity, 
could  maintain  a  large  family,  and  even  be- 
come opulent,  upon  a  farm  for  which  he  paid 
an  annual  rent  of  two  or  three  hundred 
pounds  to  the  landlord,  surely  he  himself 
^ight  hope  for  some  success  from  his  indus- 
try, having  no  rent  to  pay,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, three  or  four  hundred  pounds  a-year 
to  receive.  He  considered  that  the  earth 
was  an  indulgent  mother,  that  yielded  her 
fruits  to  all  her  children  without  distinction. 
He  had  studied  the  theory  of  agriculture 
with  a  degree  of  eagerness  and  delight ;  and 
he  could  not  conceive  there  was  any  mystery 
in  the  practice  but  what  he  should  be  able  to 
disclose  by  dint  of  care  and  application. 
With  respect  to  houshold  expense,  he  enter- 
ed  into  a  minute  detail  and  im'estigation,  by 
which  he  perceived  the  assertions  of  his 
friends  were  altogether  erroneous.  He  found 
he  should  save  sixty  pounds  a-year  in  the 
single  article  of  house  rent,  and  as  much 
more  in  pocket-money  and  contingencies ; 
that  even  butcher's  meat  was  twenty  per 
cent  cheaper  in  the  country  than  in  London ; 
but  that  poultry,  and  almost  every  other  cir- 
cumstance of  house-keeping,  might  be  had 
for  less  than  one-half  of  what  they  cost  in 
town  ;  besides  a  considerable  saving  on  the 
side  of  dress,  in  being  delivered  from  the 
oppressive  imposition  of  ridiculous  modes, 
invented  by  ignorance,  and  adopted  by  folly. 

As  to  the  danger  of  vying  with  the  rich  m 
pomp  and  equipage,  it  never  gave  him  the 
least  disturbance.  He  was  now  turned  of 
forty ;  and  having  lived  half  that  time  in  the 
busy  scenes  of  life,  was  well  skilled  in  the 
science  of  mankind.  There  cannot  be  in 
nature  a  more  contemptible  figure,  than  that 
of  a  man,  who,  with  five  hundred  pounds  a- 
vear,  presumes  to  rival  in  expense  a  neigh- 
Dour  who  possesses  five  times  that  income. 
His  ostentation,  far  from  concealing,  serves 
only  to  discover  his  indigence,  and  render 
his  vanity  the  more  shocking ;  for  it  attracts 
the  eyes  of  censure,  and  excites  the  spirit 
of  inquiry.  There  is  not  a  family  in  the 
county,  nor  a  servant  in  his  house,  nor  a 
farmer  in  the  parish,  but  what  knows  the 
utmost  farthing  that  his  lands  produce ;  and 
all  these  behold  him  with  scorn  or  compass- 
ion. I  am  surprised  that  these  reflections  do 
not  occur  to  persons  in  this  unhappy  dilem- 
ma, and  produce  a  salutary  effect ;  but  the 
truth  is,  of  all  the  passions  incident  to  human 
nature,  vanity  is  that  which  most  effectually 
perverts  the  faculties  of  the  understanding ; 
nay,  it  sometimes  becomes  so  incredibly  de- 
praved, as  to  aspire  at  infamy,  and  find  plea- 
sure in  bearing  tne  stigmas  of  reproach. 

I  have  now  given  you  a  sketch  of  the 
character  and   situation  of  Mr  Dennison, 


whes  he  came  down  to  take  possession  of 
his  estate  ;  but  as  the  messenger,  who  car- 
ries  the  letters  to  the  next  town,  is  just  set- 
ting off,  4.  shall  resen'e  what  farther  I  have 
to  say  on  this  subject  till  the  next  post,  when 
you  shall  certainly  bear  from  yours,  always, 

MATT.  BRAMBLE. 
October  8. 


To  Da  Lewis. 

Once  more,  dear  doctor,  I, resume  the 
pen  for  your  amusement.  It  was  on  the 
morning  after  our  arrival,  that,  walking  out 
with  my  friend  Mr  Dennison,  I  could  not  help 
breaking  forth  into  the  warmest  express- 
ions of  applause  at  the  beauty  of  the  scene, 
which  is  really  enchanting ;  and  I  signified, 
in  particular,  how  much  1  was  pleased  with 
the  disposition  of  some  detached  groves, 
that  afforded  at  once  shelter  and  ornament 
to  his  habitation. 

*<  When  I  took  possession  of  these  lands, 
about  two-and-twenty  years  ago,"  said  he, 
**  there  was  not  a  tree   standing  ^^dthin  a 
mile  of  the  house,  except  those  of  an  old 
neglected  orchard,  which  produced  nothing 
but  leaves  and  moss.    It  was  in  the  glooioy 
month  of  November  when  I  arrived,  anci 
found  the  house  in  such  a  condition,  that  it 
might  have  been  justly  styled  the  tower  of 
desolation.     The    court-yard  was  covered 
with  nettles  and  docks,  and  the  garden  ex- 
hibited such  a  rank  plantation  of  weeds  as  I 
had  never  seen  before ;  the  window-shutters 
were  falling  in  pieces ;  the  sashes  broken, 
and  owls  and  jack-daws  had  taken  possess- 
ion of  the  chimneys.    The  prospect  within 
was.  still  more  dretfry.    All  was  dark  and 
damp,  and   dirty   beyond   description;   the 
rain   penetrated  into  several  parts  of  the 
roof;  in  some  apartments  the  very  floors 
had  given  way;  the  hanging  were* parted 
from  the  walls',  and  shaking  m  mouldy  rem- 
nants ;  the  glasses  were  dropping  out  of  their 
frames;  the  family  pictures  were  covered 
with  dust;  and  aU  the  chairs  and  tables 
worm-eaten  and  crazy.    There  was  not  a 
bed  in  the  house  that  could  be  used,  exMpt 
one  old-fashioned  machine  with  a  high  gilt 
tester,  and  fringed  curtains  of  yellow  mo- 
hair, which  had  been,  for  aught  I  know,  two 
centuries  in  the  family.    In  short,  there  was 
no  furniture  but  the  utensils  of  the  kitchen  ; 
and  the  cellar  afforded  nothing  but  a  few 
empty  butts  and  barrels,  that  stunk  so  abomi- 
nably, that  I  would  not  suffer  any  body  to 
enter  it,  until  I  had  flashed  a  considerable 
quantity  of  gunpowder,  to  qualify  the  fbul 
air  within. 

"  An  old  cottager  and  his  wife,  who  were 
hired  to  lie  in  the liouse,  had  lefl  it  with  pre- 
cipitation, alleging,  among  other  causes  of 
retreat,  that  they  could  not  sleep  for  fri^t- 
ful  noises,  and  that  my  poor  brother  certainly 
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walked  afler  death.  In  a  word,  the  house 
appeared  uninhabitable ;  the  bam,  stable 
and  out-houses  were  in  ruins,  all  the  fences 
broken  down,  and  the  fields  lying  waste. 

"The  farmer  who  kept  the  key,  never 
dreamed  I  had  any  intention  to  live  upon  the 
spot.  He  rented  a  farm  of  sixty  pounds,  and 
his  lease  was  iust  expiring.  He  had  formed 
a  scheme  of  being  appointed  bailiff  to  the 
estate,  and  of  converting  the  house  and  the 
adjacent  grounds  to  his  own  use.  A  hint  of 
this  intention  I  received  from  the  curate,  at 
my  first  arrival;  I  therefore  did  not  pay 
much  regard  to  what  he  said  by  wav  of  dis- 
couraging me  from  comin?  to  settle  in  the 
country ;  but  I  was  a  little  startled  when  he 
^ve  me  warning  that  he  should  quit  .the 
farm  at  the  expiration  of  his  lease,  unless  I 
would  abate  considerably  in  the  rent. 

*•  At  this  period  I  accidently  became  ac- 
quainted with  a  person,  whose  friendship 
laid  the  foundation  of  all  my  prosperity.  In 
the  next  market  town,  I  chanced  to  dine  at 
an  inn  with  a  Mr  Wilson,  who  has  lately 
come  to  settle  in  the  neighbourhood.  He 
had  been  lieutenant  of  a  man-of-war,  but 
quitted  the  sea  in  some  disgust,  and  married 
the  only  daughter  of  farmer  Bland,  who  lives 
in  this  parish,  and  has  acquired  a  fifood  for- 
tune  in  the  way  of  husbandry.  Wilson  is 
one  of  the  best-natured  men  I  ever  knew ; 
brave,  frank,  obliging  and  ingenuous.  He 
liked  my  conversation  ;  I  was  charmed  with 
his  liberal  manner :  an  acquainjtance.  imme- 
diately commenced,  and  this  was  soon  im- 
proved into  a  friendship  without  reserve. 
There  are  cliaracters,  which,  like  similar 
particles  of  matter,  strongly  attract  each 
other.  He  forthwith  introduced  me  to  his 
father-in-law,  former  Bland,  who  was  well 
acquainted  with  every  acre  of  my  estate,  of 
consequence  well  qualified  to  advise  me  on 
this  occasion.  Finding  I  was  inclined  Jto 
embraoB  a  country  life,  and  even  to  amuse 
myself  with  the  occupations  of  farming,  he 
approved  of  my  design.  He  gave  me  to  un- 
derstand that  «ill  my  farms  were  underlet, 
that  the  estate  was  capable  of  great  improve- 
ment, that  there  was  plenty  of  chalk  in  the 
neighbourhood,  and  that  my  own  ground 
produced  excellent  marl  for  manure.  With 
respect  to  the  farm,  which  was  like  to  fall 
into  my  hands,  he  said  he  would  willingly 
take  it  at  the  present  rent ;  but  at  the  same 
time  owned,  that  if  I  would  expend  two  hun- 
dred pounds  in  inclosures,  it  would  be  worth 
more  than^double  the  sum. 

*'  Thus  encouraged,  I  began  the  execution 
of  my  scheme  without  further  delay,  and 
plunged  into  a  sea  of  expense,  though  I  had 
no  fund  in  reserve,  and  the  whole  produce 
of  the  estate  did  not  exceed  three  hundred 
pounds  a-year.  In  one  week  my  house  was 
made  weather-tight,  and  thoroughly  cleansed 
from  top  to  bottom ;  then  it  was  well  ven- 
tilated, by  throwing  all  the  doors  and  win- 


dows open,  and  making  blazing  fires  of  wood 
in  every  chimney  from  the  kitchen  to  the 
garrets.  The  noors  were  repaired,  ^e 
sashes  new  glazed,  and,  out  of  the  old  furni- 
ture of  the  whole  house,  I  made  shift  to  fit 
up  a  parlour  and  three  chambers,  in  a  plain, 
yet  decent  manner.  The  court-yard  was 
cleared  of  weeds  and  rubbish,  and  my  fhend 
Wilson  charged  himself  with  the  dressing 
of  tike  garden.  Bricklayers  were  set  at  worl^ 
upon  the  barn  and  stable ;  and  labourers  en- 
gaged to  restore  the  fences,  and  besrin  the 
work  of  hedging  and  ditching,  under  the 
direction  of  mrmer  Bland,  at  whose  recom- 
mendation I  hired  a  careful  hind  to  lie  in  the 
house,  and  keep  constant  fires  in  the  apart- 
ments. 

**  Having  taken  these  measures,  I  returned 
to  London,  where  I  forthwith  sold  off  my 
household  furniture,  and,  in  three  weeks 
from  my  first  visit,  brought  my  wife  hither 
to  keep  her  Christmas.  Considering  the 
gloomy  season  of  the  year,  the  dreariness  of 
the  place,  and  the  decayed  aspect  of  our 
habitation,  I  was  afraid  that  her  resolution 
would  £ink  under  the  sudden  transition  from 
a  town  life  to  such  a  melancholy  state  of 
rustication ;  but  I  was  agreeably  disappoint- 
ed :  she  found  the  reality  less  uncomfortable 
than  the  picture  I  had  drawn.  By  this  time, 
indeed,  things  were  mended  in  appearance. 
The  out-houses  had  risen  out  of  their  ruins ; 
the  pigeon-house  was  rebuilt,  and  replenish- 
ed by  Wilson,  who  also  put  my  garden  in 
decent  order,  and  provided  a  good  stock  of 
poultry,  which  made  an  agreeable  figure  in 
my  yard ;  and  the  house,  on  the  whole, 
looked  like  the  habitation  of  human  crea* 
tures.  Farmer  Bland  spared  me  a  milk-cow 
for  my  family,  and  an  ordinary  saddle-horse 
for  my  servant  to  go  to  market  at  the  next 
town.  I  hired  a  country  lad  for  a  footman  ; 
the  hind's  daughter  was  my  house-maid,  and 
my  wife  had  brought  a  cook-maid  from  Lon- 
don. 

"  Such  was  my  family  when  I  began  house- 
keeping in  this  place,  with  three  hundred 
pounds  in  my  pocket,  raised  from  the  sale  of 
my  superfluous  furniture.  I  knew  we  should 
find  occupation  enough  through  the  day  to 
employ  our  time,  but  I  dreaded  the  long  win- 
ter evenings ;  yet  for  these  too  we  found  a 
remedy.  The  curate,  who  was  a  single  man , 
soon  became  so  naturalized  to  the  family, 
that  he  generally  lay  in  the  house ;  and  his 
company  was  equally  agreeable  and  useful. 
He  was  a  modest  man.  a  gddd  scholar,  and 
perfectly  well  qualified  to  instruct  me  in  such 
country  matters  a^  I  wanted  to  know.  Mr 
Wilson  brought  his  wife  to  see  us ;  and  she 
became  so  fond  of  Mrs  Dennison,  that  she 
said  sh^  was  never  so  happy  as  when  she 
enjoyed  ifye  benefit  of  her  converaation.  She 
was  then  a  fine  buxom  country  lass,  exceed- 
ingly docile,  and  as  good-natured  as  her 
husband  Jack  Wilson ;  so  that  a  friendship 
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eneaed  amon|r  the  women,  which  hath  con- 
tinned  to  thia  day. 

'*  Aa  for  Jack,  he  hath  been  my  constant 
companion,  counsellor,  and  commiaaary— I 
would  not  for  a  hundred  pounds  jou  should 
leave  my  house  without  seeing  nim.  Jack 
is  an  universal  senius— his  talents  are  really 
aatonishinff.  He  is  an  excellent  carpenter, 
joiner,  and  turner,  and  a  cunning  artist  in 
iron  and  brass.  He  not  only  superinteriQed 
my  economy,  but  also  preaided  over  my  pas- 
times.  He  taught  me  to  brew  beer,  to  make 
cider,  perry,  mead,  uaquebaugh,  and  plague* 
water ;  to  cook  several  outlandish  delicacies, 
such  as  olios,  f^wper^poU,  fnUmos,  corys, 
chabobs  and  stqjfiuas.  He  understands  all 
manner  of  flrames,  from  chess  down  to  chuck- 
farthing  ;  smgs  a  good  song,  plays  upon  the 
violin,  and  dancea  a  hornpipe  with  surprising 
agility.  He  and  I  walked,  and  rode,  and 
huntM,  and  fished  tosether,  without  minding 
the  vicissitudes  of  the  weather;  and  I  am 
persuaded,  that  in  a  raw  moist  climate,  like 
this  of  England,  continual  exerciae  is  as  ne- 
cessary as  food  to  the  preservation  of  the 
individual.  In  the  course  of  two-and-twenty 
years  there  has  not  been  one  hour's  intemip- 
tion  or  abatement  in  the  friendship  subsisting 
between,  Wilson's  ftmily  and  mine;  and, 
what  is  a  rare  instance  of  good  fortune,  that 
friendship  is  continued  to  our  children.  His 
son  and  mine  are  nearly  of  the  aame  age  and 
the  same  disposition ;  they  have  been  bred 
up  together  at  the  same  school  and  college, 
and  love  each  other  with  the  warmest  afTec- 
tion. 

**  By  Wilson's  means,  I  likewise  formed 
an  acquaintance  with  a  sensible  physician, 
who  lives  in  the  next  market  town ;  and  his 
sister,  an  agreeable  old  maiden,  passed  the 
Christmas  nolidays  at  our  house.  Mean- 
while,  I  began  my  farming  with  great  eager- 
neas,  and  that  very  winter  planted  these 
groves  that  please  you  so  much.  As  for  the 
neighbouring  gentry,  I  had  no  trouble  fh>m 
that  quarter  during  my  first  campaign ;  they 
were  all  gone  to  town  before  I  had  settded  in 
the  country ;  and  by  the  summer  I  had  taken 
measures  to  defend  myself  from  their  attacks. 
When  a  gay  equipage  came  to  my  ffates,  I 
was  never  at  home ;  those  who  visited  me  in 
a  modest  way,  I  received ;  and,  according  to 
the  remarks  I  made  on  their  characters  and 
conversation,  either  rejected  their  advances, 
or  returned  their  civility.  I  was  in  general 
despised  among  the  fashionable  company,  as 
a  low  fellow,  TOth  in  breeding  and  circum- 
stances ;  nevertheless,  I  founa  a  few  indivi- 
duals  of  moderate  fortune,  who  gladly  adopt- 
ed my  style  of  living ;  and  many  others  would 
have  acceded  to  our  society,  had  ^thcy  not 
been  prevented  by  the  pride,  envy,* and  am- 
bition of  their  wives  and  daughtcra.  Those, 
in  times  of  luxury  and  dissipation,  are  the 
rocks  upon  which  all  the  smaJl  estates  in  the 
country  are  wrecked. 


**  I  reserved  in  my  own  hands  some  acre* 
of  ground  adjacent  to  the  house,  for  making 
experiments  m  agriculture,  according  to  the 
directiona  of  Lyie,  TuU,  Hart,  Duhamel  and 
othere,  who  have  written  on  \bM  sabject ; 
and  qualified  their  theory  with  the  practical 
observation  of  farmer  Bland,  who  was  my 
great  master  in  the  art  of  husbandry.  In 
short,  I  became  enamoured  of  a  country  life ; 
and  my  success  greatly  exceeded  my  expec- 
tation. I  drainea  boffa,  burned  heath,  grubbed 
up  furze  and  fern ;  J  planted  copse  and  wil* 
lows  where  nothing  else  would  grow ;  I  gra- 
dually inclosed  all  my  fiirms,  and  made  audi 
improvements,  that  my  estate  now  yielda  me 
clear  twelve  hundred  pounds  a- year.  Ail 
this  time  my  wife  and  I  have  enjoyed  unin* 
terrupted  health,  and  a  regular  flow  of  spirits, 
except  on  a  very  few  occasions,  when  our 
cheerfulness  was  invaded  by  such  accidents 
as  are  inseparable  from  the  condition  of  life. 
I  lost  two  children  in  their  infancy  by  the 
smalKpox,  so  that  I  have  one  son  only,  in 
whom  all  our  hopes  are  centered.  He  went 
yesterday  to  visit  a  friend,  with  whom  he  has 
staid  all  night,  but  he  will  be  here  to  dinner. 
T  shall  this  day  have  the  pleasure  of  present- 
ing him  to  you  and  your  family ;  and  I  fbtter 
myself  you  will  find  him  not  altogether  un- 
worthy of  your  aflTection. 

'*  The  truth  is,  either  I  am  blinded  by  the 
partiality  of  a  parent,  or  he  is  a  boy  of  a  verj 
amiable  character ;  and  yet  his  conduct  has 
ffiven  us  unspeakable  disquiet.  You  must 
know  we  had  projected  a  match  between  him 
and  a  gentleman's  daughter  in  the  next 
county,  who  will  in  all  probability  be  heiress 
of  a  considerable  fortune ;  but  it  seems  he 
had  a  penonal  disgust  to  the  alliance.  He 
was  then  at  Cambridge,  and  tried  to  gain 
time  on  various  pretences ;  but  being  pressed 
in  letters  by  his  mother  and  me  to  give  a 
definitive  answer,  he  fairly  gave  his  tutor  the 
slip,  and  disappeared  about  eight  months 
ago.  Before  he  took  this  rash  step,  he  wrote 
me  a  letter,  explaining  his  objections  to  the 
match,  and  declaring  that  he  would  keep 
himself  concealed  until  he  should  underatand 
that  his  parents  would  dispense  with  his 
contracting  an  engagement  that  must  make 
him  miserable  for  Rfe ;  and  he  prescribed  the 
form  of  advertising  in  a  certain  newspaper* 
by  which  he  might  be  apprised  of  our  aenti- 
ments  on  this  subject. 

**  You  may  easily  conceive  how  much  we 
were  alarmed  and  afflicted  by  this  elopement, 
which  he  had  made  without  drappmi^  the 
least  hint  to  his  companion  Charlea  Wtlaon, 
who  belonged  to  the  same  college.  We  re- 
solved to  punish  him  with  the  appearance  of 
neglect,  in  hopes  that  he  would  return  of  his 
own  accord ;  but  he  maintained  his  purpose 
till  the  young  lady  chose  a  partner  for  her- 
self; then  he  produced  himself,  and  made  his 
peace  by  the  mediation  of  Wilson.  Suppose 
we  should  unite  our  families,  by  joining  him 
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with  your  niece,  who  is  one  of  the  most  lovely 
creatures  1  ever  beheld.  My  wife  is  already 
as  fond  of  her  as  if  she  were  her  own  child ; 
and  I  have  a  presentiment  that  my  son  will 
be  captivated  by  her  at  first  sight.*'  **  Noth- 
ing could  be  more  agreeable  to  all  our  family," 
said  I,  "than  such  an  alliance;  but,  my  dear 
friend,  candour  obliges  me  to  tell  yon,  that  I 
am  afraid  Liddy*s  heart  is  not  wholly  disen- 
gaged-^here  is  a  cursed  obstacle — '*  '*  You 
mean  the  young  stroller  at  Gloucester,"  said 
he,  **  you  are  surprised  that  I  should  know 
this  circumstance;  but  you  will  be  more  sur- 
prised when  I  tell  you  that  stroller  is  no  other 
than  my  son  George  Dennison — ^that  was  the 
character  he  assumed  in  his  eclipse."  **I 
am  indeed  astonished  and  overjoyed,"  cried 
I,  **  and  shall  be  happy  beyond  expression  to 
see  your  proposal  take  efl^ct." 

He  then  gave  me  to  understand,  that  the 
young  gentleman,  at  bis  emerging  from  con- 
cealment, had  disclosed  his  passion  for  Miss 
Mel  ford,  the  niece  of  Mr  Bramble  of  Mon- 
moutlishire.  Though  Mr  Dennison  little 
dreamed  that  this  was  his  old  friend  Matthew 
IJoyd,  he  nevertheless  furnished  his  son  with 
proper  credentials ;  and  he  had  been  at  Bath, 
London,  and  many  other  places,  in  quest  of 
us,  to  make  himself  and  his  pretensions 
known.  The  bad  success  of  his  inquiry  had 
such  an  effect  upon  his  spirits,  that,  imme- 
diateljr  at  his  return,  he  was  seized  with  a 
dangerous  fever,  which  overwhelmed  his  pa- 
rents with  terror  and  affliction ;  but  he  is  now 
happily  recovered,  though  still  weak  and 
disconsolate.  My  nephew  joining  us  in  our 
walk,  I  informed  him  of  these  circumstances, 
with  which  he  was  wonderfully  pleased.  He 
declared  he  would  promote  the  match  to  the 
utmost  of  his  power,  and  that  he  longed  to 
embrace  young  Mr  Dennison  as  his  friend 
and  brother.  Meanwhile,  the  father  went  to 
desire  his  wife  to  communicate  this  discovery 
gradually  to  Liddy,  that  her  delicate  nerves 
might  not  suffer  too  sudden  a  shock ;  and  I 
imparted  the  particulars  to  my  sister  Tabby, 
who  expressed  some  surprise,  not  altogether 
unmixed,  I  believe,  with  an  emotion  of  envy ; 
for,  though  she  could  have  no  objection  to  an 
alKance  at  once  so  honourable  and  advan- 
tageous, she  hesitated  in  giving  her  consent, 
on  pretence  of  the  youth  and  inexperience 
of  the  parties.  At  length,  however,  she  ac- 
quiesced, in  consequence  of  having  consulted 
with  Captain  lismahago. 

Mr  Dennison  took  care  to  be  in  the  way 
when  his  son  arrived  at  the  gate,  and,  with- 
out fifiving  him  time  or  opportunity  to  make 
any  mquiry  about  the  strangers,  brought  him 
up  stairs  to  be  presented  to  Mr  lioyd  and 
his  family.  The  first  person  he  saw',  when 
he  entered  the  room,  was  Liddy,  who,  not- 
withstanding all  her  preparation,  stood  trem- 
bling in  the  utmost  confusion.  At  sight  of 
tUa  object,  he  was  fixed  motionless  to  the 
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floor,  and,  gazing  at  her  with  the  utmost  ea- 
gerness of  astonishment,  exclaimed, — **  Sa- 
cred heaven !  what  is  this  !— ha ! — ^where- 
fore—" Here  his  speech  failing,  he  stood 
straining  his  eyes,  in  the  most  emphatic 
silence.  **  George,"  said  his  father,  **  this  is 
my  friend  Mr  Lloyd.  Roused  at  this  intima- 
tion, he  turned  and  received  mv  salute,  when 
I  said, — **  Young  gentleman,  if  vou  had  trust- 
ed me  with  your  secret  at  our  last  meeting, 
we  should  have  parted  upon  better  terms." 
Before  he  could  make  any  answer,  Jerry 
came  round  and  stood  before  him  with  open 
arms.  At  first  he  started  and  changed  co- 
lour ;  but,  after  a  short  pause,  he  rushed  into 
his  embrace,  and  they  hugged  one  another 
as  if  they  had  been  intimate  friends  from  their 
infancy.  Then  he  paid  his  respects  to  Mrs 
Tabitha ;  and  advancing  to  Liddy, — "  Is  it 
possible,"  cried  he,  '<  that  my  senses  do  not 
play  me  false  1— that  I  see  Miss  Melford  un- 
der  my  father's  roof— that  I  am  permitted  to 
speak  to  her  without  giving  offence— and 
that  her  relations  have  honoured  me  with 
their  countenance  and  protection  ?"  Liddy 
blushed,'  and  trembled,  and  fkultered.  **  To 
be  sure,  sir,"  said  she,  '*  it  is  a  vei^  surpris- 
ing circumstance— a  great — a  providential — 
I  really  know  not  what  I  say— -but  I  beg  you 
will  think  I  have  said  what's  agreeable." 

Mrs  Dennison  interposing,  said, — ^  Com- 
pose yourselves,  my  dear  children.  Your 
mutual  happiness  shall  be  our  peculiar  care." 
The  son  going  up  to  his  mother,  kissed  one 
hand ;  my  niece  bathed  the  other  with  her 
tears ;  and  the  good  old  lady  pressed  them 
both  in  their  turns  to  her  breast.  The  lovers 
were  too  much  affected  to  get  rid  of  their 
embarrassment  for  one  day ;  but  the  scene 
was  much  enlivened  by  the  arrival  of  Jack 
Wilson,  who  brought,  as  usual,  some  game 
of  his  own  killing.  His  honest  countenance 
was  a  ffood  letter  of  recommendation.  I 
receiveo  him  like  a  dear  friend  after  a  long 
separation ;  and  I  could  not  help  wondering 
to  see  him  shake  Jerry  by  the  hand  as  an  old 
acquaintance.    They  had,  indeed,  been  ac-     ' 

2uainted  some  days,  in  consequence  of  a  ^ 
iverting  incident,  which  I  shall  explain  at 
meeting.  That  same  night  a  consultation 
was  held  upon  the  concerns  of  the  lovers, 
when  the  match  was  formally  agreed  to,  and 
all  the  marriage  articles  were  settled  without 
the  least  dispute.  My  nephew  and  I  pro- 
mised to  make  liddy's  fortune  five  thousand 
pounds.  Mr  Dennison  declared,  he  would 
make  over  one  half  of  his  estate  immediately 
to  his  son,  and  that  his  daughter-in-law 
should  be  secured  in  a  jointure  of  four  hun- 
dred. Tabby  proposed,  that,  considering 
their  youth,  they  should  undeigo  one  year 
at  least  of  probation,  before  the  indissoluble 
knot  should  be  tied ;  but  the  young  gentle- 
man being  very  impatient  and  importunate, 
and  the  scheme  implying  that  the  young 
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couple  should  live  in  the  house  under  the 
v/ingB  of  his  pB.rent6»  we  resolved  to  make 
them  happy  without  farther  delay. 

As  the  law  requires  that  the  parties  should 
be  some  weeks  resident  in  the  parish,  we 
shall  stay  here  till  the  ceremony  is  performed. 
Mr  Lismaha^o  requests  that  he  may  take 
the  bene6t  of  the  same  occasion ;  so  that 
Sunday  next  the  banns  will  be  published  for 
all  four  together.  I  doubt  I  shall  not  be  able 
to  pass  my  Christmas  with  you  at  Bramble- 
ton-hall.  Indeed,  I  am  so  agreeably  situated 
in  this  place,  that  I  have  no  desire  to  shift 
roy  quarters ;  and  I  foresee,  that,  when  the 
day  of  separation  comes,  there  will  be  abun- 
dance of  sorrow  on  all  sides.  In  tbe  mean 
time,  we  must  make  the  most  of  those  bl^ss- 
ings  which  Heaven  bestows.  Considering 
how  you  are  tethered  by  your  profession,  I 
cannot  hope  to  see  you  so  far  from  home ; 
yet  the  distance  does  not  exceed  a  summer 
day*s  journey,  and  Charles  Dennison,  who 
desires  to  be  remembered  to  you,  would  be 
rejoiced  to  see  his  old  compotator ;  but  as  I 
am  now  stationary,  I  expect  regular  answers 
to  the  epistles  of,  yours  invariiU)Iy, 

MATT.  BRAMBLE. 

October  11. 


To  Sir  Watkin  Phillips,  Bart,  at  Oxon. 

DcAB  Wat,— Every  day  is  now  big  with 
incident  and  discovery.  Young  Mr  Denni- 
son proves  to  be  no  other  than  that  identical 
person  Whom  I  have  execrated  so  long  under 
the  name  of  Wilson.  He  had  eloped  from 
college  at  Cambridge,  to  avoid  a  match  that 
he  detested,  and  acted  in  different  parts  of 
the  country  as  a  stroller,  until  the  lady  in 
question  made  choice  of  a  husband  for  her- 
self; then  he  returned  to  his  father,  and  dis- 
closed his  passion  for  Liddy,  which  met  with 
the  approbation  of  his  parents,  though  the 
father  little  imagined  that  Mr  Bramble  was 
his  old  companion  Matthew   Lloyd.    The 

Jroung  gentleman  being  empowered  to  make 
lonourable  proposals  to  my  uncle  and  me, 
had  been  in  search  of  us  all  over  England 
without  effect ;  and  he  it  was  whom  I  had 
seen  pass  on  horseback  by  the  window  of  the 
inn,  where  I  stood  with  my  sister ;  but  he 
little  dreamed  that  we  were  in  the  house. 
As  for  the  real  Mr  Wilson,  whom  I  called 
forth  to  combat  by  mistake,  he  is  the  neigh- 
bour and  intimate  friend  of  old  Mr  Dennison, 
and  this  connection  had  suggested  to  the  son 
the  idea  of  taking  that  name  while  he  remain- 
ed in  obscurity. 

You  may  easily  conceive  what  pleasure  I 
most  have  felt  on  discovering  that  the  honour 
of  our  family  was  in  no  danger  from  the  con- 
duct of  s.  sister  whom  I  love  with  uncommon 
affection ;  that,  instead  of  debasing  her  sen- 
timents and  views  to  a  wretched  stroller,  she 


had  really  captivated  tbe  heart  of  a  gentle^ 
man,  her  equal  in  rank,  and  superior  in  for- 
tune ;  and  that,  as  his  parents  approved  of 
his  attachment,  I  was  on  the  eve  of  acquiring* 
a  brother-in-law  so  worthy  of  my  friendship 
and  esteem.  Greorge  Dennison  is,  witbovt 
all  question,  one  of  the  most  accomplished 
young  fellows  in  England.  His  person  is  at 
once  elegant  and  manly,  and  his  understand- 
ing highly  cultivated.  Though  his  spirit  is 
lofty,  his  heart  is  kind ;  and  his  mannor  so 
engaging,  as  to  command  veneration  and 
love,  even  from  malice  and  indifierenee. 
When  I  weigh  my  own  character  with  hk,  I 
am  ashamed  to  find  myself  so  light  in  the  ba- 
lance ;  but  the  comparison  excites  no  envy— I 
propose  him  as  a  model  for  imitation.  I  have 
endeavoured  to  recommend  myself  to  his 
friendship,  and  hope  I  have  already  found  a  / 
place  in  his  affection.  I  am,  however,  mor-  i\ 
tified  to  reflect  what  flagrant  injustice  we ' 
eveiT  day  commit^  and  what  absurd  judgments 
we  form,  in  viewing  objects  through  the  fid- 
sifying '  medium  of  prejudice  and  paasion. 
Had  you  asked  me  a  few  days  ago  the  pic- 
ture of  Wilson  the  player,  I  should  have 
drawn  a  portrait  very  unlike  the  real  person 
and  character  of  George  Dennison.  Without 
all  doubt,  the  greatest  advantage  acquired  in 
travelling  and  perusing  mankind  in  the  ori- 
ginal, is  that  of  dispelling  those  shamefol 
clouds  that  darken  the  faculties  of  the  mind, 
preventing  it  from  judging  with  candour  and 
precision. 

The  real  Wilson  is  a  great  original,  and 
the  best  tempered  companionable  man  I  ever 
knew.  I  question  if  ever  he  was  angry  or 
low-spirited  in  his  life.  He  makes  no  pre- 
tensions to  letters;  but  he  is  an  adept  in 
every  thing  else  that  can  be  either  useftJ  or 
entertaining.  Among  other  qualifications,  he 
is  a  complete  sportsman,  and  counted  tbe 
best  shot  in  the  country.  He  and  DenniaoDy 
and  Lismaha^  and  1,  attended  by  Clinker, 
went  a-shootmg  yesterday,  and  made  great 
havock  among  the  partridges.  To-morrow 
we  shall  take  the  field  against  the  woodcocks 
and  snipes.  In  the  evening  we  dance  and 
sing,  or  play  at  commerce,  loo  and  quad- 
rille. 

Mr  Dennison  is  an  elegant  poett  and  has 
written  some  detached  pieces  on  the  sulject 
of  his  passion  for  Liddy,  which  must  be  very 
flattering  to  the  vanity  of  a  young  woman. 
Perhaps  he  is  one  of  the  greatest  theatrical 
geniuses  that  ever  appeared.  He  sometimes 
entertains  us  with  reciting  favourite  speeches 
from  our  best  plays.  We  are  resolved  to 
convert  the  great  ball  into  a  theatre,  and  get 
up  the  Beaux  Stratagem  without  delay.  1 
think  I  shall  make  no  contemptible  figure  in 
the  character  of  Scrub ;  and  Lismahago  will 
be  very  great  ia  Captain  Oibbet.  Wilson 
undertakes  to  entertain  the  country -people 
with.  Harlequin  SkeUtQUf  for  wiiiok  he  haa 
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got  a  jacket  ready  painted  with  hia  own 
lumd. 

Oor  Bociety  is  really  enchanting.  Even 
the  severity  of  Lismahago  relaxes,  and  the 
vinegar  of  Mrs  Tabby  is  remarkably  dulci- 
lied  ever  since  it  was  agreed  that  she  should 
take  the  precedency  of  her  niece  in  being 
first  noosed.  For  you  must  know,  the  day 
is  fixed  for  Liddy's  marriage ;  and  the  banns 
for  both  couples  have  been  already  once  pub- 
lished in  the  parish  church.  The  captain 
earnestly  begged  that  one  trouble  miffht 
serve  for  all,  and  Tabitha  assented  with  a 
vile  affectation  of  reluctance.  Her  inamora- 
to, who  came  hither  very  slenderly  equipt, 
has  sent  for  his  baggage  \o  London,  wnich, 
in  all  probability,  will  not  arrive  in  time  for 
the  wedding ;  but  it  is  of  no  great  conse- 
quence, as  every  thing  is  to  be  transacted 
with  the  utmost  privacy.  Meanwhile,  direc- 
tions are  given  for  making  out  the  contracts 
of  roarriaffe,  which  are  very  favourable  for 
both  females.  Liddy  will  be  secured  in  a 
good  jointure;  and  her  aunt  will  remain 
mistress  of  her  own  fortune,  except  one  half 
of  the  interest,  which  her  husband  shall  have 
a  right  to  enjoy  for  his  natural  life :  I  think 
this  is  as  little  in  conscience  as  can  be  done  for 
a  man  who  yokes  with  such  a  partner  for  life. 

These  expectants  seem  to  be  so  happy, 
that  if  Mr  Dennison  had  an  agreeable  daugh- 
ter, I  believe  I  should  be  for  making  the  third 
couple  in  this  country  dance.  The  humour 
seems  to  be  infectious;  for  Clinker,  alias 
Lloyd,  has  a  month's  mind  to  play  the  fool 
in  the  same  fashion  with  Mrs  Winifred  Jen- 
kins.  He  has  even  sounded  me  on  the  sub- 
ject ;  but  I  have^iven  him  no  encouragement 
to  prosecute  this  scheme.  I  told  him  I 
thought  he  might  do  better,  as  there  was  no 
engagement  nor  promise  subsisting ;  that  I 
did  not  know  what  designs  my  uncle  might 
have  formed  for  his  advantage ;  but  I  was  of 
opinion,  that  he  should  not  at  present  run 
the  risk  of  disobliging  him  bv  any  premature 
application  of  this  nature,  non^t  Humphry 
protested  he  would  suffer  death  sooner  than 
say  or  do  any  thing  that  should  give  offence 
to  the  sqnire ;  but  he  owned  he  nad  a  kind- 
ness for  the  young  woman,  and  had  .reason 
to  think  she  looked  upon  him  with  a  favour- 
able eye ;  that  he  considered  this  mutual 
manifestation  of  good  will  as  an  engagement 
understood,  which  ouffht  to  be  bmding  to 
the  conscience  of  an  honest  man ;  and  he 
hoped  the  squire  and  I  would  be  of  the  same 
opmion,  when  we  should  be  at  leisure  to 
bestow  any  thought  about  the  matter.  I  be- 
lieve he  is  in  the  right ;  and  we  shall  find 
time  to  take  his  case  into  consideration. 
You  see  we  are  fixed  for  some  weeks  at  least ; 
and  as  you  have  had  a  long  respite,  I  hope 
you  will  begin  immediately  to  discharge  the 
amats  due  to  your  affectionate 

J.  MELFOBD. 

October  14. 


To  Miss  Lktitia  WiiiLis,  atGloucsstbr. 

Mt  Dear,  Dcar  Lettt, — Never  did  I 
sit  down  to  write  in  such  agitation  as  I  now 
feel.  In  the  course  of  a  few  days,  we  have 
met  with  a  number  of  incidents  so  wonder- 
ful and  interesting,  that  all  my  ideas  are 
thrown  into  confusion  and  perplexity.  You 
must  not  expect  either  method  or  coherence 
in  what  I  am  going  to  relate, — my  dearest 
Willis.  Since  my  last,  the  aspect  of  affidrs 
is  totally  changed — and  so  changed !  but  I 
would  fain  give  you  a  regular  detail.  In 
passing  a  river,  about  eight  days  ago,  our 
coach  was  overturned,  and  some  of  us  nar- 
rowly escaped  with  life.  My  uncle  had  well 
nigh  perished.  O  heaven  !  I  cannot  reflect 
upon  that  cirr^umstance  without  horror.  I 
should  have  lost  my  best  friend,  my  fiither 
and  protector,  but  for  the  resolution  and  ac- 
tivity of  his  servant  HumphTT  Clinker,  whom 
Providence  really  seems  to  nave  placed  near 
him  for  the  necessity  of  this  occasion.  I 
would  not  be  thought  superstitious;  but 
surely  he  acted  from  a  stronger  impulse  than 
common  fidelity.  Was  it  not  the  voice  of 
nature  that  loudly  called  upon  him  to  save 
the  life  of  his  own  father  ? — for,  O  Letty,  it 
was  discovered  that  Humphry  Clinker  was 
my  uncle's  natural  son. 

Almost  at  the  same  instant,  a  gentleman, 
who  came  to  offer  us  his  assistance,  and  in- 
vite us  to  his  house,  turned  out  to  be  a  very 
old  friend  of  Mr  Bramble.  His  name  is  Mr 
Dennison,  one  of  the  worthiest  men  living ; 
and  his  lady  is  a  perfect  saint  upon  earth. 
They  have  an  only  son.  Who  do  you  think 
is  this  only  son  ? — O  Letty  !^-0  gracious 
heaven !  how  my  heart  palpitates,  when  I 
tell  you,  that  this  only  son  of  Mr  Dennison 
is  that  very  identical  youth,  who,  under  the 
name  of  Wilson,  has  made  such  ravage  in 
my  heart ! — Yes,  my  dear  friend  !  Wilson 
and  I  are  now  lodged  in  the  same  house,  and 
converse  together  freely.  His  father  ap- 
proves of  his  sentiments  in  my  favour ;  his 
mother  loves  me  with  all  the  tenderness  of  a 
parent :  my  uncle,  my  aunt,  and  my  brother, 
no  longer  oppose  my  inclinations.  On  the 
contrary,  they  have  agreed  to  make  us  happy 
without  delay;  and,  in  three  weeks  or  a 
month,  if  no  unforseen  accident  intervenes, 
your  friend  Lydia  Mel  ford  will  have  changed 
her  name  and  condition.  I  say,  if  no  aecu 
dent  intervenes,  because  such  a  torrent  of 
success  makes  me  tremble ! — I  wish  there 
may  not  be  something  treacherous  in  this 
sudden  reconciliation  of  fortune.  I  have  no 
merit — I  have  no  tftle  to  such  felicity !— Far 
from  enjoying  the  prospect  that  lies  before 
me,  my  mind  is  harassed  with  a  continued 
tumult,  made  up  of  hopes  and  wishes,  doubts 
and  apprehensions.  I  can  neither  eat  nor 
sleep,  and  my  spirits  are  in  a  perpetual  flutter. 
I  more  than  ever  feel  that  vacancy  in  my 
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heart  which  your  presence  alone  can  fill. 
The  mind,  in  every  disquiet,  seeks  to  repose 
itself  on  the  bosom  of  a  friend ;  and  this  is 
such  a  trial  as  I  really  know  not  how  to 
support  without  your  company  and  counsel. 
I  must,  therefore,  dear  Letty,  put  your 
friendship  to  the  test.  I  mu4  begf  you  will 
come,  and  do  the  last  offices  of  maidenhood 
to  your  companion  Lydia  Melford. 

This  letter  goes  inclosed  in  one  to  our 
worthy  governess,  from  Mrs  Dennison,  en- 
treating her  to  interpose  with  your  mamma, 
that  you  may  be  allowed  to  favour  us  with 
your  company  on  this  occasion ;  and  I  flatter 
myself  that  no  material  objection  can  be 
made  to  our  request.  The  distance  from 
hence  to  Gloucester  does  not  exceed  one 
hundred  mifesi  and  the  roads  are  good.  Mr 
Clinker,  fllte  Lloyd,  shall  be  sent  over  to 
attend  your  motions.  If  you  step  into  the 
post-chaise,  with  your  maid  Betty  Barker, 
at  seven  in  the  morning,  you  will  arrive  by 
four  in  the  afternoon  at  the  half-way  house, 
where  there  is  good  accommodation.  There 
you  shall  be  met  by  my  brother  and  myself, 
who  will  next  day  conduct  you  to  this  place, 
where,  I  am  sure,  you  will  find  yourself  per- 
fectly at  your  ease  in  the  midst  of  an  agree- 
able society.  Dear  Letty,  I  will  take  no 
refusal — ^if  you  have  any  fHendship— any  hu- 
manity— ^you  will  come.  I  desire  that  im- 
mediate application  may  be  made  to  your 
mamma ;  and  that  the  moment  her  permiss- 
ion is  obtained,  you  will  apprise  your  ever 
faithful  LYDIA  MELFORD. 

October  14. 


To  Mmm  Jbemyr,  at  hie  House  in  Glou- 

CB8TEE. 

Dbae  Madam, — ^Though  I  was  not  so  for- 
tunate as  to  be  favoured  with  an  answer  to 
the  letter  with  which  I  troubled  you  in  the 
spring,  I  still  flatter  myself  that  you  re- 
tain some  regard  for  me  and  my  concerns. 
I  am  sure  the  care  and  tenderness  with 
which  I  was  treated  under  your  roof  and  tui- 
tion, demand  the  warmest  returns  of  grati- 
tude  and  affection  on  my  part ;  and  these 
sentiments,  I  hope,  I  shall  cherish  to  my 
dying  day.  At  present  I  think  it  my  duty 
to  make  you  acquainted  with  the  happy 
issue  of  that  indiscretion  by  which  I  incurred 
your  displeasure ! — Ah !  madam,  the  slighted 
Wilson  is  metamorphosed  into  George  Den- 
nison, only  son  and  heir  of  a  gentleman, 
whose  character  is  second  to  none  in  Eng- 
land, as  you  may  understand  upon  inquiry. 
My  guardians,  my  brother,  ana  I,  are  now 
in  his  house ;  and  an  immediate  union  of  the 
two  families  is  to  take  place  in  the  persons 
of  the  young  gentleman  and  your  poor  Lydia 
Melfoid.  You  will  easily  conceive  how  em- 
barrassing  this  situation  must  be  to  a  young 
inexperienced  creature  like  me,  of  weak 


nerves  and  strong  apprehensions  ;  and  how 
much  the  presence  of  a  friend  and  confidant 
would  encourage  and  support  me  on  this  oc- 
casion. You  know  that,  of  ail  the  yooBe 
ladies.  Miss  Willis  was  she  that  possessed 
the  greatest  share  of  my  confidence  and  uf* 
fection  ;  and,  therefore,  I  fervently  wish  to 
have  the  happiness  of  her  company  at  this 
interesting  criHis. 

Mrs  Dennison,  who  is  the  object  of  uni- 
versal love  and  esteem,  has,  at  my  request, 
written  to  you  on  this  subject,  and  I  now 
beg  leave  to  reinforce  her  solicitation.  Mj 
dear  Mrs  Jermyn !  my  ever-honoured  govern- 
ess !  let  me  conjure  you,  by  that  fondness 
which  once  distinguished  your  favourite 
Liddy !  by  that  benevolence  of  heart,  which 
disposes  you  to  promote  the  happiness  of 
your  fellow-creatures  in  general !  lend  a  fa- 
vourable  ear  to  my  petition,  and  use  your  in- 
fluence  with  Letty 's  mamma,  that  my  most 
earnest  desire  may  be  gratified.  Should  I 
be  indulged  in  this  particular,  I  will  engage 
to  return  her  safe,  and  even  to  accompany 
her  to  Gloucester,  where,  if  you  will  give  roe 
leave,  I  will  present  to  you,  under  another 
name,  dear  madam,  your  most  afifectionate 
humble  servant,  and  penitent, 

LYDIA  MELFORD. 

October  14. 


To  Mes  Maet  Jones,  at  BeambiiEToh- 

Hall. 

O  Maet  Joebs  !  Maet  Jones  ! — ^I  have 
met  with  so  many  axidents,  surprisals  and 
terrifications,  that' I  am  in  a  perfect  fantigo, 
and  believe  I  shall  never  be  my  own  self 
again.  Last  week  I  was  dragged  out  of  a  nver 
like  a  drowned  rat,  and  lost  al)ran-new  night- 
cap with  a  sulfer  stay-hQok,  that  cost  me  a 
good  half  a  crown,  and  an  odd  shoe  of  green 
gallow-monkey ;  besides  wetting  my  clothes, 
and  taring  mv  smuck,  and  an  ugly  gash 
made  in  t^  back  part  of  my  thy,  by  the 
stump  of  a  tree.  To  be  sure,  Mr  Clinker 
tuck  me  out  of  the  cox  ;  but  he  left  roe  on 
my  back  in  the  water,  to  go  to  the  squire, 
and  I  mought  have  had  a  watry  grave,  if  a 
miliar  had  not  brought  me  to  the  dry  land. 
But,  O  what  choppings  and  chaujjfes,  girl  I 
The  player-man  that  came  after  Miss  Lidd/, 
and  frightened  me  with  a  beard  at  Bristol 
well,  is  now  matthewmurphy'd  into  a  fine 
young  gentleman,  son  and  hare  of  Squire 
Dollison.  We  are  altogether  in  the  same 
house,  and  all  parties  have  agreed  to  the 
match,  and  in  a  fomite  the  surrymony  will 
be  performed. 

But  this  is  not  the  only  wedding  we  aie 
to  have.  Mistress  is  resolved  to  have  the 
same  frolick,  in  the  naam  of  God !  Last  Sun- 
day, in  the  paristi  crutch,  if  my  own  aw  may 
be  trusted,  the  clerk  called  the  banes  of  mar- 
ridge  betwijEirOpaniah  Lashmeyhagoand  Ta* 
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bitha  Bramplei  spinster ;  he  moug^ht  as  well 
have  called  her  incle-weaver,  for  she  never 
spun  an  hank  of  yam  in  her  life.  Young 
Squire  DoUison  and  Miss  Liddy  make  the 
second  kipple ;  and  there  might  have  been  a 
turd,  but  times  are  changed  with  Mr  Clinker. 

0  MoUy  !  what  do'st  think  ?  Mr  Clinker  is 
found  to  be  a  pye-blow  of  our  own  squire, 
and  his  right  name  is  Mr  Maltew  Loyd 
(thof  God  he  knose  how  that  can  be) ;  and 
he  is  now  out  of  liverv,  and  wears  ruffles ; 
but  I  knew  him  when  he  was  out  at  elbows, 
and  bad  not  a  rug  to  kiver  his  pistereroes ; 
so  be  need  not  hold  his  head  so  high.  He  is 
for  sartin  very  umble  and  com  pleasant,  and 
purtests  as  how  he  has  the  same  regard  as 
before ;  but  that  he  is  no  longer  his  own 
master,  and  cannot  portend  to  marry  without 
the  squire's  consent.  He  slys  we  must  wait 
with  patience,  and  trust  to  Providence,  and 
such  nonsense.  But  if  so  be  as  how  his  re- 
gard be  the  same,  why  stand  shilly-shally  1 
Why  not  strike  while  the  iron  is  hot,  and 
speak  to  the  squire  without  losing  time  ?  What 
subjection  can  the  squire  make  to  our  com- 
ing together  ?  Thof  my  father  wan't  a  gen- 
tleman, my  mother  was  an  honest  woman. 

1  didn't  come  on  the  wrong  side  of  the  blan- 
ket, girl.  My  parents  were  married  accord- 
ing to  the  rights  of  holy  mother  crutch,  in 
the  face  of  men  and  angels — mark  that, 
Mary  Jones  ! 

Mr  Clinker  (Loyd  I  would  say)  had  best 
look  to  his  tackle.  There  be  other  chaps  in 
the  market,  as  the  saying  is.  What  would 
he  say  if  I  should  except  the  soot  and  sar- 
vice  of  the  young  squire's  valley  1  Mr  Mac- 
happy  is  a  gentlenian  bom,  and  has  been 
abroad  in  the  wars.  He  has  a  world  of  buck 
leaming,  and  speaks  French  and  Ditch  and 
Scotch,  and  all  manner  of  outlandish  lingos : 
to  be  sure  he's  a  little  the  worse  for  the 
ware*  and  is  much  given  to  drink ;  but  then 
he's  good-tempered  in  his  liouor,  and  a  pru- 
dent woman  mougfat  wind  nim  about  her 
linger.  But  I  have  no  thoughts  of  him,  I'll 
assure  you.  I  scorn  for  to  ao,  or  to  say,  or 
to  think  any  thine  that  might  give  umbreech 
to  Mr  Loyd,  without  furder  occasion.  But 
then  I  have  such  vapours,  Molly :  I  sit  and 
ciy  by  myself,  and  take  ass  of  etida,  and 
smill  to  burnt  Others  and  kindal-snufis ;  and 
I  pray  constantly  for  grease,  that  I  may  have 
a  glimpse  of  the  new  light,  to  show  me  the 
way  tnrough  this  wretched  veil  of  tares. 
And  yet,  I  want  for  nothing  in  this  fiimily 
of  love,  where  every  sole  is  so  kind  and  so 
courteous,  that  one  would  think  they  are  so 
many  saints  in  haven.  Dear  Molly,  I  re- 
commend myself  to  your  prayers,  being, 
with  my  service  to  Saul,  your  ever  loving, 
and  discounselled  friend, 

wm,  JENKINS. 

Oelo^cr  14. 


To  Dr  Law  is. 

Dear  Dick, — You  cannot  imagine  what 
pleasure  I  have  in  seeing  your  hand-writing, 
after  such  ajong  cessation  on  your  side  <^ 
our  correspondence :  yet,  heaven  knows,  I 
have  often  seen  your  hand-writing  with  dis- 
gust ;  I  mean  when  it  appeared  in  abbrevia- 
tions of  apothecary's  Latin.  I  like  your  hint 
of  making  interest  for  the  reversion  of  the 
collector's  place  for  Lismahago,  who  is  much 
pleased  with  the  scheme,  and  presents  you 
with  his  compliments  and  best  thanks  for 
thinking  so  kindly  of  his  concerns.  The 
man  seems  to  mend  upon  further  acquaint- 
ance. That  harsh  reserve,  whttih  formed  a 
disagreeable  husk  about  his  chtjkcter,  be^ns 
to  peel  off  in  the  course  of  our  communica- 
tion. I  have  great  hopes  that  he  and  Tab- 
by will  be  as  happily  paired  as  any  two 
draught  animals  in  the  kingdom ;  and  I 
make  no  doubt  but  that  he  will  prove  a  valu- 
able acquisition  to  our  little  society,  in  the 
article  of  conversation  by  the  fire-side  in 
winter. 

Your  objection  to  my  passing  this  season 
of  the  year  at  such  a  distance  from  home, 
would  have  more  weight  if  I  did  not  find  my- 
self perfectly  at  my  ease  where  I  am ;  and 
my  health  so  much  improved,  that  I  am  dis- 
posed to  bid  defiance  to  the  gout  and  rheu- 
matism. I  begin  to  think  I  have  put  myself 
on  the  superannuated  list  too  soon,  and  ab- 
surdly sought  for  health  in  the  retreats  of 
laziness.  I  am  persuaded,  that  all  valetudi- 
narians are  too  sedentary,  too  regular,  and 
too  cautious.  We  should  sometimes  in-V 
crease  the  motion  of  the  machine,  to  unclog ' 
the  wheels  of  life ;  and  now  and  then  take  a 
plunge  amidst  the  waves  of  excess,  in  order 
to  case-harden  the  constitution.  I  have  even 
found  a  change  of  company  as  necessary  as 
a  change  of  air,  to  promote  a  vigorous  cir- 
culation of  the  spirits,  which  is  the  very 
essence  and  criterion  of  eood  health. 

Since  my  last,  I  have  been  performing  the 
duties  of  friendship,  that  required  a  great 
deal  of  exercise,  from  which  I  hope  to  de- 
rive some  benefit.  Understanding,  by  the 
greatest  accident  in  the  world,  that  Mr  Bar- 
nard's wife  was  dangerously  ill  of  a  pleuritic 
fever,  I  borrowed  Dennison's  post-chaise, 
and  went  across  the  country  to  his  habita- 
tion, attended  only  by  Lloyd  ^quondam 
Clinker)  on  horseback.  As  the  distance  is 
not  above  thirty  miles,  I  arrived  about  foor 
in  the  afternoon,  and,  meeting  the  physician 
at  the  door,  was  informed  that  his  patient 
had  just  expired.  I  was  instantly  seized 
with  a  violent  emotion ;  but  it  was  not  grief. 
The  family  being  in  confusion,  I  ran  up  stairs  , 
into  the  chamber,  where,  indeed,  thej  were 
all  assembled.  The  aunt  stood  wringing  bar 
hands,  in  a  state  of  stupefaction  of  sorrow ; 
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but  my  friend  acted  all  the  extravagancies 
of  affliction.  He  held  the  body  in  his  arms, 
and  poured  forth  such  a  lamentation,  that 
one  would  have  thought  he  had  lost  the  roost 
amiable  consert  and  valuable  companion 
upon  earth. 

Affection  may  certainly  exist,  independent 
of  esteem;  nay,  the  same  object  may  be 
lovely  in  one  respect,  and  detestable  in  ano- 
ther. The  mind  has  a  surprising  faculty  of 
accommodating,  and  even  attaching  itself, 
in  such  a  manner,  by  dint  of  use,  to  things 
that  are  in  their  own  nature  disagreeable,  and 
even  pernicious,  that  it  cannot  bear  to  be 
delivered  from  them  wittiout  reluctance  and 
regret.  Baynard  was  so  absorbed  in  his 
dcJirium,  that  he  did  not  perceive  me  when 
1  entered,  fl|id  desired  one  of  the  women  to 
conduct  the  aunt  into  her  own  chamber.  At 
the  same  time^  I  begged  the  tutor  to  with- 
draw  the  boy,  who  stood  gaping  in  a  corner, 
▼ery  little  affected  with  the  distress  of  the 
scene.  These  steps  being  taken,  I  waited 
till  the  first  violence  of  my  friend's  transport 
was  abated,  then  disengaged  him  gently  from 
the  melancholy  object,  and  led  him  by  the 
hand  into  another  apartment;  though  he 
struggled  so  hard,  that  I  was  obliged  to  have 
recourse  to  the  sssistance  of  his  valet-de- 
chambre.  In  a  few  minutes,  however,  he 
recollected  himself,  and  folding  me  in  his 
arms, — »»This,"  cried  he,  "is  a  friendly 
office,  indeed ! — I  know  not  how  you  came 
hither,  but  I  think  heaven  sent  you  to  pre- 
vent my  going  distracted.  O  Matthew !  I 
have  lost  my  dear  Harriet !— my  poor,  gentle, 
tender  creature,  that  loved  me  with  such 
warmth  and  purity  of  affection — my  constant 
companion  of  twenty  years ! — She's  gone — 
she's  ^one  for  ever!  Heaven  and  earth, 
where  is  she?    Death  shall  not  part  us !" 

So  saying,  he  started  up,  and  could  hardly 
be  withheld  from  returning  to  the  scene  we 
had  ouitted.  You  will  perceive  it  would 
have  been  very  absurd  for  me  to  argue  with 
a  man  that  talked  so  madly.  On  all  such 
occasions,  the  first  torrent  of  passion  must 
be  allowed  to  subside  gradually.  I  endea- 
voured to  beguile  his  attention  by  starting 
little  hints,  and  insinuating  other  objects  of 
discourse  imperceptibly ;  and  being  exceed- 
ingly pleased  in  my  mind  at  this  event,  I 
exerted  myself  with  such  an  extraordinary 
flow  of  spirits  as  was  attended  with  success. 
In  a  few  hours  he  was  calm  enough  to  hear 
reason,  and  even  to  own  that  heaven  could 
not  have  interposed  more  effectually  to  res- 
cue him  from  disgrace  and  ruin.  That  he 
might  notf  however,  relapse  into  weaknesses 
for  want  of  company,  I  passed  the  night  in 
his  chamber,  in  a  little  tent-bed  brought 
thither  on  purpose ;  and  well  it  was  that  I 
took  this  precaution,  for  he  started  up  in  bed 
several  times,  and  would  have  played  the 
fyoh  if  I  had  not  been  lament. 


Next  day  he  was  in  a  condition  to  talk  of 
business,  and  vested  me  with  full  authority 
over  his  household,  which  I  began  to  exer- 
cise without  loss  of  time,  though  not  before 
he  knew  and  approved  of  the  scheme  I  had 
projected  for  his  advantage.     He  would  have 
quilted  the  house  immediately ;  but  this  re- 
treat I  opposed.     Far  from  encouraging  a 
temporary  disgust,  which  might  degenerate 
into  an  habitual  aversion,  I  resolved,  if  pose- 
ible,  to  attach  him  more  than  ever  to  hie 
household  goods.    I  gave  directions  for  the 
funeral  to  be  as  private  as  was  consistent 
with  decency ;  I  wrote  to  London,  that  an 
inventory  and  estimate  might  be  mtideof  the 
furniture  and  effects  in  his  town-house,  and 
gave  notice  to  the  landlord  that  Mr  Baynard 
should  <}uit  the  premises  at  Lady-day ;  I  set 
a  person  at  worl^to  take  an  account  of  every 
thin^  in  the  country-house,  including  horses, 
carnages  and  harness ;  I  settled  the  yoon^ 
gentleman  at  a  boarding-school,  kept  by  a 
clergyman  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  thither 
he  went  without  reluctance,  as  soon  as  he 
knew  that  he  was  to  be  troubled  no  more  with 
his  tutor,  whom  we  dismissed.     The  aunt 
continued  verv  sullen,  and  never  appeared 
at  table,  though  Mr  Baynard  paid  his  respects 
to  her  every  day  in  her  own  chamber :  there 
also  she  held  conferences  with  the  waiting- 
women  and  other  servants  of  the  family;  but 
the  moment  her  niece  was  interred,  she  went 
away  in  a  post-chaise  prepared  for  that  pur- 
pose ;  she  did  not  leave  the  house,  however, 
without  giving  Mr  Baynard  to  understand, 
that  the  wardrobe  of  her  neice  was  the  per- 
quisite of  her  woman;    accordingly,   that 
worthless  drab  received  all  the  clothes,  laces 
and  linen  of  her  deceased  mistress,  to  the 
value  of  ^ve  hundred  pounds,  at  a  moderate 
computation. 

The  next  step  1  took  was  to  disband  that 
legion  of  supernumerary  domestics,  who  had 
preyed  so  long  upon  the  vitals  of  mj  friend ; 
a  parcel  of  idle  drones,  so  intolerably  insolent, 
that  they  even  treated  their  own  master  with 
the  most  contemptuous  neglect.  They  had 
been  generally  hired  by  his  wife,  according 
to  the  recommendation  of  her  woman,  and 
these  were  the  only  patrons  to  whom  they 
paid  the  least  deference.  I  had  therefore 
uncommon  satisfaction  in  clearing  the  house 
of  those  vermin.  The  woman  of  the  deceas- 
ed, and  a  chambermaid,  a  valet-de-chambre, 
a  butler,  a  French  cook,  a  master-gardener, 
two  footmen,  and  a  coachman,  I  paid  off,  and 
turned  out  of  the  house  immediately,  paying 
to  each  a  month's  waffes  in  lieu  of  warning. 
Those  whom  I  retained,  consisted  of  a  female 
cook,  who  had  been  assistant  to  the  French- 
man, a  house-maid,  an  old  lacquey,  a  postil- 
ion and  under-gardener.  Thus  I  removed 
at  once  a  huge  nK>untain  of  expense  and  caie 
from  the  shoulders  of  my  friend,  who  coold 
hardly  believe  the  evidence  of  his  own  i 
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when  he  found  himself  00  suddenly  and  so 
effectually  relieved.  His  heart,  however, 
was  still  subject  to  vibrations  of  tenderness, 
which  returned  at  certain  intervals,  extorting 
ai^ia,  and  tears,  and  exclamations  of  grief 
and  impatience;  but  these  fits  grew  every 
day  less  violent  and  less  frequent,  till  at 
length  his  reason  obtained  a  complete  victory 
over  the  infirmities  of  his  nature. 

Upon  an  accurate  inquiry  into  the  state  of 
his  afiairs,  1  find  his  debts  amount  to  twenty 
thousand  pounds,  for  eighteen  thousand 
pounds  of  which  sum  his  estate  is  mortgaged ; 
and  as  he  pavs  ^we  per  cent  interest,  and 
some  of  bis  uirms  are  unoccupied,  he  does 
not  receive  above  two  hundred  pounds  a-year 
clear  from  his  lands,  over  and  above  the  in. 
terest  of  his  wife's  fortune,  which  produced 
eight  hundred  pounds  annually.  For  light- 
ening this  heavy  burden,  I  devised  the  follow- 
ing expedient.  His  wife's  jewels,  together 
with  his  superfluous  plate  and  furniture  in 
both  houses,  bis  horses  and  carriages,  which 
are  already  advertised  to  be  sold  by  auction, 
will,  according  to  the  estimate,  produce  two 
thousand  five  hundred  pounds  in  ready  mo. 
ney,  with  which  the  debt  will  be  immediately 
reduced  to  eighteen  thousand  pounds.  I 
have  undertaken  to  find  him  ten  thousand 
pounds  at  four  per  cent,  by  which  means  he 
will  save'  one  hundred  a-year  in  the  article 
of  interest,  and  perhaps  we  shall  be  able  to 
borrow  the  other  eight  thousand  on  the  same 
terms.  According  to  his  own  scheme  of  a 
country  life,  he  says  ho  can  live  comfortably 
for  three  hundred  pounds  a-year ;  but,  as  he 
has  a  son  to  educate,  we  will  allow  him  five 
hundred  ;  then  there  will  be  an  accumulating 
fund  of  seven  hundred  a-year,  principal  and 
interest,  to  pay  off  the  encumbrance;  and,  I 
think,  we  may  modestly  add  three  hundred 
on  the  presumption  of  new-leasing  and  im- 
proving the  vacant  farms ;  so  that,  in  a  couple 
of  year?,  I  suppose,  there  will  be  above  a 
thousand  a-year  appropriated  to  liquidate  a 
debt  of  sixteen  thousand. 

We  forthwith  began  to  class  and  set  apart 
the  articles  designed  for  sale,  under  the 
direction  of  an  upnolder  from  London  ;  and, 
that  nobody  in  the  house  might  be  idle,  com- 
menced our  reformation  without  doors,  as 
well  as  within.  With  Baynard*s  good  leave, 
I  ordered  the  gardener  to  turn  the  rivulet 
into  its  own  channel,  to  refresh  the  fainting 
Naiads,  who  had  so  long  languished  among 
mouldering  roots,  withered  leaves  and  dry 
pebbles.  The  shrubbery  is  condemned  to 
extirpation ;  and  the  pleasure-ground  will  be 
restored  to  its  original  use  of  corn-field  and 
pasture.  Orders  are  given  for  rebuilding  the 
walls  of  the  garden  at  the  back  of  the  house, 
and  for  planting  clumps  of  firs,  intermingled 
with  beech  and  chesnut,  at  the  east  end, 
which  is  now  quite  exposed  to  the  surly 
UastA  that  come  from  that  quarter.    All 


these  works  being  actuallv  begun,  and  the 
house  and  auction  left  to  the  care  and  man- 
agement of  a  reputable  attorney,  I  brought 
Baynard  along  with  me  in  the  chaise,  and 
made  him  acquainted  with  Dennison,  whose 
goodness  of  heart  would  not  fail  to  engage  his 
esteem  and  affection.  He  is  indeed  charmed 
with  our  society  in  general,  and  declares  that 
he  never  saw  the  theory  of  true  pleasure 
reduced  to  practice  before.  I  really  believe 
it  would  not  be  an  easy  task  to  find  such  a 
number  of  individuals  assembled  under  one 
roof  more  happy  than  we  are  at  present. 

I  must  tell  you,  however,  in  confidence,  I 
suspect  Tabby  of  tergiversation.  I  have 
been  so  long  accustomed  to  that  original, 
that  I  know  all  the  caprices  of  her  heart,  and 
can  often  perceive  her  designs,  jirhile  they 
are  yet  in  embryo.  She  attached  herself  to 
Lismahago  for  no  other  reason  but  that  she 
despaired  of  making  a  more  agreeable  con- 
quest. At  present,  if  I  am  not  much  mis- 
taken in  my  observation,  she  would  gladly 
convert  the  widowhood  of  Barnard  to  her 
own  advantage.  Since  he  arrived,  she  has 
behaved  very  coldly  to  the  captain,  and  strove 
to  fasten  on  the  other's  heart  with  the  hooks 
of  overstrained  civility.  These  must  be  the 
instinctive  efforts  of  her  constitution,  rather 
that  the  effects  of  any  deliberate  design ;  for 
matters  are  carried  to  such  a  length  with 
the  lieutenant,  that  she  could  not  retract 
with  any  regard  to  conscience  or  reputation. 
Besides,  she  will  meet  with  nothing  but  in- 
difference or  aversion  on  the  side  of  Baynard, 
who  has  too  much  sense  to  think  of  such  a 
partner  at  any  time,  and  too  much  delicacy 
to  admit  a  thought  of  any  such  connexion  at 
the  present  juncture.  Meanwhile  I  have 
prevailed  upon  her  to  let  him  have  four  thou- 
sand pounds  at  four  per  cent  towards  paying 
off  his  mortgage.  Young  Dennison  has 
agreed  that  Lido's  fortune  shall  be  appro- 
priated to  the  same  purpose,  on  the  same 
terms ;  his  father  will  sell  out  three  thousand 
pounds  stock  for  his  accommodation  :  farmer 
Bland  has,  at  the  desire  of  Wilson,  under- 
taken for  two  thousand ;  and  I  must  make 
an  effort  to  advance  what  farther  will  be  re- 
quired to  take  my  friend  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  Philistines.  He  is  so  pleased  with  the 
improvements  made  on  this  estate,  which  is 
all  cultivated  like  a  garden,  that  he  has  en- 
tered himself  as  a  pupil  in  farminfir  to  Mr 
Dennison,  and  resolved  to  attach  himself 
wholly  to  the  practice  of  husbandry. 

Every  thinff  is  now  prepared  for  our  double 
wedding.  Tne  marriage  articles  for  both 
couples  are  drawn  and  executed ;  and  the 
ceremony  only  waits  until  the  parties  shall 
have  been  resident  in  the  parish  the  term  pre- 
scribed by  law.  Young  Dennison  betrays 
some  symptoms  of  impatience ;  but  Lisma- 
hago bears  this  necessary  delay  with  the 
temper  of  a  philoiO|»her.    You  must  know» 
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the  captain  does  not  stand  altogether  on  the 
fbundation  of  personal  merit.  Besides  his 
half-pay,  amounting  to  two-and-forty  pounds 
a  year,  this  indetatigable  economist  has 
amassed  eight  hundred  pounds,  which  he  has 
secured  in  the  funds.  This  sum  arises  partly 
fh>m  his  pay's  running  up  while  he  remained 
among  the  Indians ;  partly  from  what  he  re- 
ceived as  a  consideration  for  the  difference 
between  his  full  appointment  and  the  half- 
pay,  to  which  he  is  now  restricted;  and 
Sartly  from  the  profits  of  a  little  traffic  he 
rove  in  peltry,  during  bis  sachemship  among 
the  Miamis. 

Liddy's  fears  and  perplexities  have  been 
touch  assuaged  by  the  company  of  one  Miss 
Willis,  who  nad  been  her  intimate  companion 
at  the  boarding-school.  Her  parents  had 
been  earnestly  solicited  to  allow  her  making 
this  friendly  visit  on  such  an  extraordinary 
occasion ;  and  two  days  ago  she  arrived  with 
her  mother,  who  did  not  choose  that  she 
should  come  without  a  proper  governante. 
The  young  lady  is  very  handsome,  sprightly 
and  agreeable,  and  the  mother  a  mighty 
good  sort  of  a  woman  ;  so  that  their  coming 
adds  considerably  to  our  enjoyment.  But 
we  shall  have  a  third  couple  yoked  in  the 
matrimonial  chain.  Mr  Clinker  Lloyd  has 
made  humble  remonstrance,  through  the 
channel  of  my  nephew,  setting  forth  the 
sincere  love  and  affection  mutually  subsisting 
between  him  and  Mrs  Winifred  Jenkins,  and 
praying  my  consent  to  their  coming  together 
for  life.  I  would  have  wished  that  Mr  Clin- 
ker had  kept  out  of  this  scrape  ;  but  as  the 
nymph's  happiness  is  at  st^ke,  and  she  has 
had  already  some  fits  in  the  way  of  despon- 
dence, I,  in  order  to  prevent  any  tragical 
catastrophe,  have  ^iven  him  leave  to  play 
the  fool,  in  imitation  of  his  betters ;  and  1 
suppose  we  shall  in  time  have  a  whole  litter 
of  his  progeny  at  Brambleton-hall.  The  fel- 
low is  stout  and  lusty,  very  sober  and  con- 
scientious ;  and  the  wench  seems  to  be  as 
great  an  enthusiast  in  love  as  in  religion. 

I  wish  you  would  think  of  employing  him 
some  other  way,  that  the  parish  may  not  be 
overstocked — you  know  he  has  been  bred  a 
farrier,  consequently  belongs  to  the  faculty  ; 
and,  as  he  is  very  docile,  I  make  no  doubt, 
but,  with  your  good  instruction,  he  may  he, 
in  a  little  time,  qualified  to  act  as  a  Welsh 
apothecary.  Tabby,  who  never  did  a  favour 
with  a  good  grace,  has  consented,  with  great 
reluctance,  to  this  match.  Perhaps  it  hurts 
her  pride,  as  she  now  considers  Clinker  in 
the  light  of  a  relation  ;  but  I  believe  her  ob- 
jections are  of  a  more  jpelfish  nature.  She 
declares  she  cannot  think  of  retafning  the 
wife  of  Matthew  Lloyd  in  the  character  of  a 
servant ;  and  she  foresees,  that,  on  such  an 
occasion,  the  woman  will  expect  some  grati- 
fication for  her  past  services.  As  for  Clin- 
ker, esduaive  of  other  consideratioiw,  be  ia 


so  trusty,  brave,  affectionate,  and  alert,  mud 
I  owe  him  such  personal  obligations,  that  he 
merits  more  than  alt  the  indulgence  that  can 
possibly  be  shown  him  by  yours, 

MATf .  BRAMBLE. 
October  28. 


To  Sir  Watkiit  Phillips,  Bart,  at  Oxov. 

Dear  Knight, — ^The  fatal  knots  are  now 
tied.  The  comedy  is  near  a  close,  and  the 
curtain  is  ready  to  drop ;  but  the  latter  scenes 
of  this  act  I  shall  recapitulate^  in  order. 
About  a  fortnight  ago,  my  uncle  made  an 
excursion  across  the  country,  and  broug'ht 
hither  a  particular  friend,  one  Mr  Baynard, 
who  has  just  lost  his  wife,  and  was  for  some 
time  disconsolflte ;  though,  by  all  accounts, 
he  had  much  more  cause  for  joy  than  for 
sorrow  at  this  event.  His  countenance, 
however,  clears  up  apace,  and  he  appears  to 
be  a  person  of  rare  accomplishments ;  bat 
we  have  received  another  still  more  agree- 
able reinforcement  to  our  company,  by  the 
arrival  of  Miss  Willis  from  Gloucester.  She 
was  Liddy's  bosom-friend  at  boarding-school, 
and  being  earnestly  solicited  to  assist  at  the 
nuptials,  her  mother  was  so  obliging  as  to 
grant  my  sister's  request,  and  even  to  come 
with  her  in  person.  Liddy,  accompanied  by 
George  Dennison  and  me,  gave  them  the 
meeting  half  way,  and  next  day  conducted 
them  hither  in  safety.  Miss  Willis  is  a 
charming  girl,  and,  in  point  of  disposition, 
an  agreeable  contrast  to  my  sister,  who  is 
rather  too  grave  and  sentimental  for  my  turn 
of  mind.  The  other  is  gay,  frank,  a  little 
giddy,  and  always  good-humoured.  She  hasy 
moreover,  a  genteel  fortune,  is  well  bom, 
and  remarkably  handsome.  Ah,  Phillips  ! 
if  these  qualities  were  permanent — if  oer 
humour  would  never  change,  nor  her  beauties 
decay,  what  efforts  would  I  not  make— bat 
these  are  idle  reflections — my  destiny  most 
one  day  be  fulfilled. 

At  present  we  pass  the  time  as  agreeably 
as  we  can.  We  nave  got  up  sevenu  farces, 
which  afforded  unspeakable  entertainment, 
by  the  effects  they  produced  among  the 
couijitry  people,  who  were  admitted  to  all 
our  exhibitions.  Two  nights  a^.  Jack  Wil- 
son acquired  great  applause  in  Harlequin 
Skeleton,  and  Lismahago  surprised  us  all  in 
the  character  of  Pierot.  His  long  lank  sides, 
and  strong  marked  features,  were  all  pecu- 
liariy  adapted  to  his  part.  He  appeared  with 
a  ludicrous  stare,  from  which  be  had  dis- 
charged all  meaning:  he  adopted  the  im* 
pressions  of  fear  and  amazement  so  naturally, 
that  many  of  the  audience  were  infected  by 
his  looks :  but  when  the  skeleton  had  him 
in  chase,  his  horror  became  most  divertio^y 
picturesque,  and  seemed  to  endow  him  with 
such  preternatural  agility,  as  confounded  iH 
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the  spectators.  It  was  a  lively  representa- 
tion of  Death  in  pursuit  of  Consumption,  and 
had  such  an  effect  upon  the  commonalty,  that 
some  of  them  shrieked  aloud,  and  others  ran 
out  of  the  hall  in  the  utmost  consternation. 

This  is  not  the  only  instance  in  which  the 
lieutenant  had  lately  excited  our  wonder. 
His  temper,  which  had  been  soured  and 
shrivelled  by  disappointment  and  chagrb,  is 
now  swelled  out  and  smoibthed  like  a  raisin 
in  a  plum-porridge.  From  being  reserved 
and  punctilious,  he  is  become  easy  and 
obliging.  He  cracks  jokes,  laughs,  and  ban- 
ters, with  the  most  facetious  familiarity; 
and,  in  a  word,  enters  into  all  our  schemes 
of  merriment  and  pastime.  The  other  day 
his  baggage  arrived  in  the  wagon  from  Lon- 
don, contained  in  two  large  trunks  tud  a 
long  deal  box,  not  unlike  a  coffin.  The 
trunks  were  filled  with  his  wardrobe,  which 
he  displayed  for  the  entertainment  of  the 
company  ;.  and  he  freely  owned,  that  it  con- 
sisted chiefly  of  the  ojnma  spolia  taken  in 
battle.  What  he  selected  for  his  weddine 
suit,  was  a  tarnished  white  cloth,  faced  with 
blue  velvet,  embroidered  with  silver ;  but  he 
valued  himself  most  upon  a  tie-periwig,  in 
which  he  had  made  his  first  appearance  as  a 
lawyer,  about  thirtv  years  a^.  This  machine 
had  been  in  buckle  ever  smce,  and  now  all 
the  servants  in  the  family  were  employed  to 
frizz  it  out  for  the  ceremony,  which  was 
yesterday  celebrated  at  the  parish  church. 
George  Dennison  and  his  bride  were  distin- 
guished by  nothiuff  extraordinary  in  their 
apparel.  His  eyes  lightened  with  eagerness 
and  joy,  and  she  trembled  with  coyness  and 
conmsion.  Mv  uncle  gave  her  awaj,  and 
her  friend  Willis  supported  her  dunng  the 
ceremony. 

But  my  aunt  and  her  paramour  took  the 
past  and  formed  indeed  such  a  pair  of  ori- 
ginals, as,  I  believe,  all  England  could  not 
parallel.  She  was  dressed  in  the  style  of 
1739 ;  and,  the  day  beinff  cold,  put  on  a  man- 
tie  of  green  velvet  laced  with  gold :  but  this 
was  taken  off  by  Ifae  brideffrooro,  who  threw 
over  her  shoulders  a  fiir  doak  of  American 
sables,  ^ued  at  fourscore  guineas,  a  present 
equally ^^i^^eable  and  unexpected.  Thus 
accoutred,  she  was  led  up  to  the  altar  by  Mr 
Dennison,  who  did  the  office  of  her  ffjther. 
Lismahago  advanced  in  the  military  step, 
with  his  French  coat  reaching  no  farther 
than  the  middle  of  his  thigh,  his  campaign 
wig  that  surpassed  all  description,  and  a  Ian- 
guishing  leer  upon  his  countenance,  in 
which  there  seemed  to  be  something  arch 
and  ironical.  The  ring  which  he  put  upon 
her  finger,  he  had  concealed  till  the  moment 
it  was  used.  He  now  produced  it  with  an 
air  of  self-complacency.  It  was  a  curious 
antique,  set  with  rose-diamonds  :  he  told  us 
afterwards  it  had  been  in  his  family  two  hun- 
dred years,  and  was  a  present  from  his 
grandmother.    These  circumstances  agree- 
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ably  flattered  the  pride  of  our  aunt  Tabitha, 
which  had  already  found  uncommon  gratifi- 
cation in  the  captain's  generosity :  for  he 
had,  in  the  morning,  presented  my  uncle  with 
a  fine  bear's  skin  and  a  Spanish  fowling- 
piece,  and  me  with  a  case  of  pistols  curious- 
ly mounted  with  silver.  At  the  same  time, 
he  guve  Mrs  Jenkins  an  Indian  purse,  made 
of  silk-grass,  containing  twenty  crown  pie- 
ces, ion  must  know,  this  younj?  lady,  with 
the  assistance  of  Mr  Lloyd,  formed  the 
third  couple  who  yesterday  sacrificed  to  Hy- 
men. 1  wrote  you  in  my  last  that  he  had 
recourse  to  my  mediation,  which  I  employed 
successfullv  with  my  uncle ;  but  Mrs  Tabitha 
held  out  till  the  love-sick  Jenkins  had  two 
fits  of  the  mother ;  then  she  relented,  and 
those  two  cooing  turtles  were  caged  for  life. 
Our  aunt  made  an  effort  of  generosity  in 
furnishing  the  bride  with  her  superfluities  of 
clothes  and  linen,  and  her  example  was  fol- 
lowed  by  my  sister ;  nor  did  Mr  Bramble 
and  I  neglect  her  on  this  occasion.  It  was 
indeed  a  day  of  peace-offering.  Mr  Denni- 
son insisted  upon  Liddy's  accepting  two 
bank-notes  of  one  hundred  pounds  each,  as 
pocket-money ;  and  his  lady  gave  her  a  dia- 
mond necklace  of  double  that  value.  There 
was,  besides,  a  mutual  exchange  of  tokens 
among  the  individuals  of  the  two  fiimilies 
thus  happily  united. 

As  George  Dennison  and  his  partner  were 
judged  improper  objects  of  mirth.  Jack  Wil- 
son  had  resolved  to  execute  some  jokes  on 
Lismahago,  and,  after  supper,  began  to  ply 
him  with  bumpers,  when  the  ladies  had  re- 
tired ;  but  the  captain  perceiving  his  drift, 
begged  for  quarter,  alleging  that  tne  adven- 
ture in  which  he  had  engaged  was  a  very 
serious  matter,  and  that  it  would  be  more 
the  part  of  a  good  Christian  to  pray  that  he 
mi^ht  be  strengthened,  than  to  impede  his 
endeavours  to  finish  the  adventure.  He  was 
spared  accordingly,  and  permitted  to  ascend 
the  nuptial  couch  with  ail  his  senses  about 
him.  There  he  and  his  consort  sat  in  state 
like  Saturn  and  Cybele,  while  the  benedic- 
tion posset  was  drank  ;  and  a  cake  being 
broken  over  the  head  of  Mrs  Tabitha  Lis- 
mahago, the  fragments  were  distributed 
among  the  by-standers,  according  to  the 
custom  of  the  ancient  Britons,  on  the  sup- 
position that  every  person  who  ate  of  tlus 
Hallowed  cake  should  that  night  have  a 
vision  of  the  man  or  woman  whom  Heaven 
designed  should  be  his  or  her  wedded  mate. 

The  weight  of  Wilson's  waggery  fell  up- 
on honest  Humphry  and  his  spouse,  who 
were  bedded  in  an  upper  room,  with  the 
usual  ceremony  of  throwing  the  stocking. 
This  being  performed,  and  the  company 
withdrawn,  a  sort  of  caterwauling  ensued, 
when  Jack  found  means  to  introduce  a  real 
cat,  shod  with  walnut  shells,  which,  gallop- 
in^  along  the  boards,  made  such  a  dreadfbl 
noise  as  effectually  discomposed  our  lovers. 
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Winifred  screamed  aloud,  and  shrunk  under 
the  bed-clothes.  Mr  Lloyd,  believing  that 
Satan  was  come  to  buffet  him  in  vrapria 
personoy  laid  aside  all  carnal  thougnts,  and 
Degan  to  pray  aloud  with  mat  fervency.  At 
length,  the  poor  animal  bein^  more  afraid 
than  either,  leaped  upon  the  bed,  and  mewled 
with  the  most  piteous  exclamation.  Lloyd, 
thus  informed  of  the  nature  of  the  annoy, 
ance,  rose  and  set  the  door  wide  open,  so 
that  this  troublesome  visitant  retreated  with 
great  expedition  ;  then  securing  himself,  by 
means  of  a  double  bolt,  from  a  second  in- 
trusion,  ho  was  left  to  enjoy  his  good  fortune 
without  disturbance. 

If  one  may  jud^  from  the  looks  of  the 
parties,  they  are  au  very  well  satisfied  with 
what  has  passed.  €reorge  Dennison  and 
his  wife  are  too  delicate  to  exhibit  any 
strong  marked  signs  of  their  mutual  satis- 
faction,  but  their  eyes  are  sufficiently  ex- 
pressive. Mrs  Tabitha  Lismahago  is  rather 
fUIsome  in  signifying  her  approbation  of  the 
captain's  love ;  while  his  deportment  is  the 
veiy  pink  of  gallantry.  He  sighs,  and  ogles, 
and  languishes  at  tliis  amiable  object.  He 
kisses  her  hand,  muttejs  ejaculations  of  rap- 
ture,  and  sings  tender  airs ;  and,  no  doubt, 
laughs  internally  at  her  folly  in  believing 
him  sincere.  In  order  to  show  how  little  his 
vigour  was  impaired  by  the  fatigues  of  the 
preceding  day,  he  this  morning  danced  a 
Highland  sai:aband  over  a  naked  back-sword, 
and  leaped  so  high,  that  I  believe  he  would 
make  no  contemptible  figure  as  a  vaulter  at 
Sadler's  Wells.  Mr  Matthew  Lloyd,  when 
asked  how  he  relishes  his  bamin,  throws 
up  his  eyes,  crying — "  For  what  we  have 
received.  Lord  make  us  thankful :  amen." 
His  help-n)ate  gi^les,  and  holds  her  hand 
before  her  eyes,  afrecting  to  be  asluimed  of 
having  been  in  bed  with  a  man.  fThus  all 
these  widgeons  enioy  the  novelty  of  their 
situation;  but  perhaps  their  note  will  be 
changed,  when  they  are  better  acquainted 
with  the  nature  of  the  decoy. ][ 

As  Mrs  Willis  cannot  be  persuaded  to  stay, 
and  Liddy  is  engaged  by  promise  to  accom- 
pany her  daughter  back  to  Gloucester,  I  fancy 
there  will  be  a  general  migration  from  hence, 
and  that  most  of  us  will  spend  the  Christmas 
holidays  at  Bath ;  in  which  case  T  shall  cer- 
tainly  find  an  opportunity  to  beat  up  your 
quarters.  By  this  time,  J  suppose,  you  are 
sick  of  alma  mater,  and  even  ready  to  exe- 
cute that  scheme  of  peregrination  which  was 
last  year  concerted  between  vou  and  vour 
affectionate  J.  MELFORt). 

November  8 


To  DOCTOE  Liwis. 

DsAE  Doctor, — My  niece  Liddy  is  now 
happily  settled  for  life ;  and  Captain  Lisma- 
hago has  taken  Tabby  off  my  hands;  so  that 


T  have  nothing  farther  to  do,  but  to  comfbit 
my  friend  Barnard,  and  provide  for  my  00a 
Lloyd,  who  is  also  fiiirly  joined  to   Mn 
Winifred  Jenkins.    You  are  an  exceUent 
genius  at  hints.    Dr  Arbuthnot  was  but  a 
type  of  Dr  Lewis  in  that  respect.    What 
you  observe  of  the  vestry-clerk  deserves  coa- 
sideration.    1  make  no  doubt  but  Matthew 
Lloyd  is  well  enough  qualified  for  the  office ; 
but,  at  present,  ydu  must  find  room  for  him 
in  the  house.    His  incorruptible  honesty  and 
indefatigable  care  will  be  serviceable  in  super- 
intending the  economy  of  my  fiirm,  though 
I  don't  mean  that  he  shall  interfere  with 
Barnes,  of  whom  I  have  no  cause  to  com- 
plain.    I  am  just  returned  with  Baynard  from 
a  second  trip  to  his  house,  where  every  thing 
is  regulated  to  his  satisfaction.    He  could 
not,  however,  review  the  apartments  without 
tears  and  lamentation,  so  that  he  is  not  yet 
in  a  condition  to  be  left  alone ;  therefore,  I 
will  not  part  with  him  till  the  spring,  when 
he  intends  to  plunge  into  the  avocations  of 
husbandry,  which  will  at  once  employ  and 
amuse  his  attention.    Charles  Dcmnison  has 

Eromised  to  stay  with  him  a  fortnight,  to  set 
im  fairly  afloat  in  his  improvements ;  and 
Jack  WUson  will  see  him  from  time  to  time ; 
besides,  he  has  a  few  friends  in  the  country, 
whom  his  new  plan  of  life  will  not  exclude 
from  his  society.  In  less  than  a  year,  I  make 
no  doubt  but  he  will  find  himself  perfectly  at 
ease,  both  in  his  mind  and  body,  for  the  one 
had  dangerously  affected  the  other ;  and  I 
shall  enjoy  the  exquisite  pleasure  of  seeing  my 
friend  rescued  from  misery  and  contempt. 

Mrs  Willis  being  determined  to  return 
with  her  daughter,  in  a  few  days,  to  Gloo. 
cester,  our  plan  has  undergone  some  altenu 
tion.  Jerr^  has  persuaded  his  brother-in-law 
to  carry  his  wife  to  Bath ;  and  I  believe  his 
parents  will  accompany  him  thither.  For 
my  part,  I  have  no  intention  to  take  that 
route.  It  must  be  something  very  cxtraordi. 
naiy  that  will  induce  me  either  to  revisit 
Bam  or  London.  Mv  sister  and  her  husband, 
Baynard  and  I,  will  take  leave  of  them  at 
Gloucester,  and  make  the  best  of  our  way  to 
Brambleton-hall,  where  I  desire  you  will 
prepare  a  good  chine  and  turkey  for  our 
Christmas  dinner.  You  must  also  employ 
yam  medical  skill  in  defending  me  from  the 
attacks  of  the  gout,  that  I  may  be  in  good 
case  to  receive  the  rest  of  our  company,  who 
promise  to  visit  us  in  their  return  from  the 
Bath.  As  I  have  laid  in  a  considerable  stock 
of  health,it  is  to  be  hoped  you  will  not  have 
much  trouble  with  me  m  the  way  of  physic, 
but  I  intend  to  work  you  on  the  side  o^  ex- 
ercise. I  have  got  an  excellent  fowling- 
piece  from  Mr  Lismahago,  who  is  a  keen 
sportsman,  and  we  shall  take  the  heath  in  all 
weathers.  That  this  scheme  of  life  may  be 
prosecuted  the.  more  efllbctually,  I  intend  to 
renounce  all  sedentary  amusements,  particu- 
larly that  of  writing  long  letters ;  a  reiola- 
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tion,  which,  had  I  taken  it  sooner,  might 
have  saved  ^ou  tho  trouble  which  you  have 
lately  taken  m  reading  the  tedious  epistles  of 

MATT.  BRAMBLE. 
November  14. 


To  Mb8  6wyi«lim,  at  Bbamblbton-Haxl. 

Good  Mrs  Gwyllim, — Heaven,  for  wise 
purposes,  hath  ordained  that  I  should  change 
my  name  and  citation  in  life,  so  that  I  am 
not  to  be  considered  anv  more  as  manager 
of  my  brother's  familv :  out  as  I  cannot  sur- 
render up  my  stewardship  till  I  have  settled 
with  you  and  Williams,  I  desire  you  will  get 
your  accunts  ready  for  inspection,  as  we  are 
coming  home  without  further  delay.  My 
spouse,  the  captain,  being  subject  to  rum- 
matticks,  I  beg  you  will  take  great  care  to 
have  the  bloo  chamber,  up  two  pair  of  stairs, 
well  warmed  for  his  reception.  Let  the 
sashes  be  secured,  the  crevices  stopt,  the 
carpets  laid,  and  the  beds  well  tousled.  Mrs 
Lloyd,  late  Jenkins,  being  married  to  a  rela- 
lion  of  the  family,  cannot  remain  in  the 
capacity  of  a  sarvant :  therefore,  I  wish  you 
would  cast  about  for  some  creditable  body  to 
be  with  me  in  her  room.  If  she  can  spin, 
and  is  mistress  of  plain  work,  so  much  the 
better — ^but  she  must  not  expect  extravagant 
wages — having  a  family  of  my  own,  I  must 
be  more  oecumenical  than  ever.  No  more 
at  present,  but  rests  your  loving  friend, 

TAB.  LISMAHAGO. 

November  20. 


To  Mrs  Mart  Jonbs,  at  BRAMBiiBTOif- 

Hall. 

Mr8  Jonbs, — ^Providence  hath  bin  pleased 
to  make  great  halteration  in  the  pasture  of 
our  affairs.  We  were  yesterday  three  kiple 
chined  by  the  grease  of  God,  in  the  holy 
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bands  of  mattermonc^^ ;  and  I  now  subscribe 
myself  Loyd  ai  your  Barvice.    All  the  parish 
allowed  that  young  squire  Dallison  and  his 
bride  was  a  comely  pear  for  to  see.    As  for 
Madam  Lashmiheygo,  you  nose  her  pickle- 
arities — her  head,  to  be  sure,  was  fantasti- 
cal ;  and  her  spouse  had  wrapt  her  with  a 
long  marokin  furze  clock  from  the  land  of 
the  selvedges,  thof  they  say  it  is  of  immense 
vally.    The  captain  himself  had  a  hudge 
hassock  of  air,  with  three  tails,  and  a  tum- 
tawdry  coat,  boddered  with  sulfur.    Wan 
said  he  was  a  monkey-bank;  and  the  ould 
botler  swore  he  was  the  born  imich  of  Titi- 
dall.     For  my  part,  I  says  nothing,  being  as 
how  the  captain  has  done  the  handsome  thing 
by  me.    Mr  Loyd  was  dressed  in  a  little  frog 
and  checketwith  gould  binding;  and  thof  he 
don't  enter  in  caparison  with  great  folks  of 
quality,  yet  he  has  got  as  good  blood  in  bis 
veins  as  arrow  private  squire  in  the  county; 
and  then  his  pursing  is  far  from  contentibfe. 
Your  humble  sarvant  had  on  a  plain  pea- 
green  tabby  sack,  with  my  Runnela  cap,  ruff 
toupee,  and  side  curls.     They  said  I  was 
the  very  moral  of  Lady  Rickmanstone,  but 
not  so  pale — ^that  may  well  be,  for  her  lady- 
ship is  my  elder  by  seven  good  years  and 
more.    Now,  Mrs  Mary,  our  satiety  is  to 
suppurate.    Mr  Milfart  goes  to  Bath  along 
with  the  Dallisons,  and  die  rest  of  us  push 
home  to  Wales,  to  pass  our  Christmasn  at 
Brampleton-hall.    As  our  appartments  is  to 
be  the  yallow  pepper,  in  the  thurd  story,  pray 
carry  my  things  thither.    Present  my  com* 
pliments  to  Mrs  Gwillim,  and  I  hope  she  and 
I  will  live  upon  dissent  terms  of  civility. 
Being,  by  God*s  blessing,  removed  to  a  higher 
spear,  you'll  excuse  my  being  familiar  with 
the  lower  sarvants  of  the  family ;  but,  as  I 
trust  you'll  behave  respectful,  and  keep  a  . 
proper  distance,  you  may  always  depend 
upon  the  good-will  and  purtection  of  youn, 

W.  LOYD. 
November  20. 
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HISTORY  AND  ADVENTURES  OF  AN  ATOM. 


BY  TOBIAS  SMOLLETT,  MJ). 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


THE  PUBLISHER  TO  THE  READER. 

Im  these  ticklish  times,  it  may  be  necessary 
to  give  such  an  account  or  the  following 
sheets  as  will  exempt  me  from  the  plague  of 
prosecution. 

On  the  7th  of  March,  in  the  present  year 
1748,  they  were  offered  to  me  for  sale  by  a 
tall  thin  woman,  about  the  age  of  threescore, 
dressed  in  a  gown  of  bombesin,  with  a  cloak 
and  bonnet  of  black  silk,  both  a  little  the 
worse  for  the  wear.  She  called  herself  Dor- 
othy Hatchet,  spinster,  of  the  parish  of  Old- 
street,  administratrix  of  Mr  Nathaniel  Pea- 
cock, who  died  in  the  said  parish  on  the  5th 
day  of  last  April,  and  lies  buried  in  the 
church-yard  of  Islington,  in  the  north-west 
comer,  where  his  grave  is  distin^ished  by 
a  monumental  board,  inscribed  with  the  fol- 
lowing tristich— 

Ac,  hmCf  hoCf 

Here  lies  the  blodL 

Of  old  Nathaniel  Peaeock. 

In  this  particular,  any  person  whatever 
may  satisfy  himself,  by  taking  an  afternoon's 


walk  to  Islington,  where,  at  the  White 
House,  he  may  recreate  and  refresh  himself 
with  excellent  tea  and  hot  rolls  for  so  small 
a  charge  as  eight-pence. 

As  to  the  MS.,  before  I  would  treat  for  it, 
I  read  it  over  attentively,  and  found  it  con- 
tained divers  curious  particulars  of  a  foreign 
history,  without  any  allusion  to,  or  resem- 
blance with,  the  transactions  of  these  times. 
I  likewise  turned  over  to  Kempfer  and  the 
Universal  History,  and  found  in  their  several 
accounts  of  Japan,  many  of  the  names  and 
much  of  the  matter  specified  in  the  following 
sheets.  Finally,  that  I  might  run  no  risk 
of  misconstruction,  I  had  recourse  to  an  em- 
inent chamber-counsel  of  my  acquaintance, 
who  diligently  perused  the  whole,  and  de- 
clared it  was  no  more  actionable  than  the 
.Vision  of  Ezekiel,  or  the  Lamentatitols  c^ 
Jeremiah  the  prophet.  Thus  assured,  I  jhnr- 
chased  the  copy,  which  I  now  present  in 
print,  witlwny  best  respects  to  the  courteous 
reader,  being  his  very  humble  servant, 

S.  ETHRINGTON. 

Bucklersbury. 

Vivant  Rex  et  Regina. 
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THE  EDITOR'S  DECLARATION. 

I  Nathaniel  Peacock,  of  the  parish  of 
Hi  Giles's,  haberdasher  and  aathor,  solemnly 
declare,  that,  on  the  third  of  last  Au^st, 
sitting  alone  in  mr  study,  up  three  pair  of 
stairs,  between  the  nours  of  eleven  and  twelve 
at  night,  meditating  upon  the  uncertainty  of 
sublunary  enjoyment,  I  heard  a  shrill,  small 
voice,  seemingly  proceeding  from  a  chink  or 
crevice  in  my  own  pericranium,  call  distinctly 
thrQ0  times, — ''Nathaniel  Peacock!  Na- 
thaniel Peacock!  Nathaniel  Peacock!" — 
Astonished,  yea,  even  afirighted,  at  this  ci- 
tation,  I  replied,  in  a  faultering  tone, — '*  In 
the  name  of  the  Lord,  what  art  thoul" 
Thus  adjured,  the  voice  answered  and  said, 
— ••  I  am  an  Atom."  I  was  now  thrown 
into  a  violent  perturbation  of  spirit,  for  I 
never  could  behold  an  atomy  without  fear 
and  trembling,  even  when  I  knew  it  was  no 
more  than  a  composition  of  dry  bones  ;  but 
the  conceit  of  bein^  in  presence  of  an  atomy, 
informed  with  spirit,  that  is,  animated  by  a 
ghost  or  goblin,  increased  my  terrors  exceed- 
ingly. I  durst  not  lift  up  mine  eyes,  lest  I 
should  behold  an  apparition  more  dreadful 
than  the  hand-writing  on  the  wall.  My 
knees  knocked  together ;  my  teeth  chattered : 
mine  hair  bristled  up  so  as  to  raise  a  cotton 
night-cap  from  the  scalp ;  my  tongue  cleav- 
ed to  the  roof  of  my  mouth ;  my  temples 
were  bedewed  with  a  cold  sweat.  Verily  1 
was  for  a  season  entranced. 

At  length,  by  the  blessing  of  Grod,  I  recol- 
lected myself,  and  cripd  aloud, — "  Avaunt, 
Satan,  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  Son,  and 
Holy  Ghost."  "  White-livered  caitiff !"  said 
the  voic^^ith  a  peculiar  tartness  of  pronun- 
ciation«^what  art  thou%fraid  of,  that  thou 
shouldst  thus  tremble,  and  difibse  around 
thee  such  an  unsavoury  odour  ?  What  thou 
hearest  is  within  thee — ^is  part  of  thyself.  I 
an  one  of  those  atoms,  or  constituent  parti- 
cles of  matter,  which  can  neither  be  annihi- 
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lated,  divided  nor  impaired:  the  different 
arrangements  of  os  atoms,  compose  all  the 
variety  of  objects  and  essences  which  nature 
exhibits  or  art  can  obtain.  Of  the  same 
shape,  substance,  and  quality,  are  the  compo- 
nent  particles  that  harden  in  rock,  and  flow 
in  water;  that  blacken  in  the  negro,  and 
brighten  in  the  diamond ;  that  exhale  from  a 
rose,  and  steam  from  a  dunghill.  Even  now 
ten  millions  of  atoms  were  dispersed  in  air 
by  that  odoriferous  gale,  which  the  commo- 
tion of  thy  fear  produced ;  and  I  can  foresee 
that  one  of  them  will  be  consolidated  in  a 
fibre  of  the  olfactory  nen^e  belonging  to  a 
celebrated  beauty,  whose  nostril  is  excoriated 
hj  the  immoderate  use  of  plain  Spanish. 
Know,  Ngthaniel,  that  we  atoms  are  singly 
endued  wRh  such  efficacy  of  reason,  as  can- 
not be  expected  in  an  aggrefi^ate  body,  where 


we  crowG  and  squeeze  and  embarrass  one 

Wvii] 
we  cannot  communicate,  eJRept 


another;  yet,  those  ideaMvliich  we  sigd^ 
possess,  we  cannot  communicate,  eJRept 
once  in  a  thousand  years,  and  then  only, 
when  we  fill  a  certain  place  in  the  pineal 
gland  of  a  human  creature,  the  very  station 
which  I  now  maintain*  in  thine.  For  the 
benefit  of  you  miserable  mortals,  I  am  deter, 
mined  .to  promulge  the  history  oCone  period, 
during  which  I  underwent  some  strange  re- 
volutions in  the  empire  of  Japan,  and  was 
conscious  of  some  political  anecdotes  now 
to  be  divulged  for  the  instruction  of  British 
ministers.  Take  up  the  pen,  therefore,  and 
write  what  I  shall  unfold." 

By  this  time  my  first  apprehensions  vanish. 
ed;  but  another  fear,  almost  as  terrible, 
usurped  its  place.  I  began  to  think  myself 
insane,  and  concluded  that  the  voice  was  no 
other  than  the  fantastic  undulation  of  a  dis- 
turbed brain.  I  therefore  preferred  an  earnest 
orison  at  the  throne  of  grace,  that  I  might 
be  restored  to  the  fruition  of  mv  right  an- 
derstanding  and  judgment.  *<  O  incredulous 
wretch  I"  exclaimed  the  voice,  **  I  will  now 
convince  thee  that  this  is  no  phantagma  or 
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hideous  dream.  Answer  me,  dost  thou  know 
the  meaning  and  derivation  of  the  word 
atom!"  1  replied,— " No,  verily."  "Then  I 
will  tell  thee,*'  said  the  voice ;  *'  thou  shalt 
write  it  down  without  delay,  and  consult  the 
curate  of  the  parish  on  the  same  subject.  If 
his  explanation  and  mine  agree,  thou  wilt 
then  be  firmly  persuaded  that  l  am  an  actual, 
independent  existence ;  and  that  this  address 
is  not  the  vague  delirium  of  a  disordered 
brain.  Atomos  is  a  Greek  word,  signifying 
an  indivisible  particle,  derived  from  alpha, 
privativa,  and  l^mso,  to  cut." 

I  marvelled  much  at  this  injunction,  which, 
however,  I  literally  obeyed ;  and  next  morn- 
ing sallied  forth  to  visit  the  habitation  of 
the  curate :  but  in  eoing  thither,  it  was  my 
hap  to  encounter  a  learned  physician  of  my 
acquaintance,  who  hath  read  all  the  books 
that  ever  were  published  in  any  nation  or 
language :  to  him  I  referred  for  the  derivation 
of  the  word  atom.  He  paused  a  little,  threw 
up  his  eves  to  heaven,  stroked  his  chin  with 
great  solemnity,  and,  hemming  three  times,— 
*'  Greek,  sir,"  said  he,  "  is  more  lamiliar  to 
me  than  my  native  tongue.  1  have  conversed, 
sir,  with  Homer  and  Plato,  Hesiod  and  Thed- 
phrastus,  Herodotus,  Thucvdides,  Hippocra- 
tes, Areteus,  Pindar  and  Sophocles,  and  all 
the  poets  and  historians  of  antiquity.  Sir, 
my  library  cost  me  two  thousand  pounds.  I 
have  spent  as  much  more  in  makmg  experi- 
ments ;  and  you  must  know  that  I  have  dis- 
covered certain  chemical  specifics,  which  I 
would  not  divulge  for  fifty  times  the  sum. 
As  for  the  word  atomot  or  ii/tme,  it  signifies 
a  scoundrel,  sir,  or,  as  it  were,  jir,  a  thing 
of  no  estimation.  It  is  derive^  flirt  from 
alpha  privativa,  and  time,  honour.  Hence, 
we  call  a  skeleton  an  atomjr,  because,  sir, 
the  bones  arei  m  it  were,  dishonoured,  by 
Betog  stript  of  their  clothing,  and  exposed  in 
their  nakedness." 

I  was  sorely  vexed  at  this  interpretation, 
and  my  apprehension  of  lunacy  recurred : 
nevertheless  I  proceeded  in  my  way  to  the 
lodging  of  the  curate,  and  desired  his  ex- 
planation«jvhich  tallied  exactly  with  what  I 
had  writte*.  At  my  return  to  hiy  own  house, 
I  ascended  to  my  study,  asked  pardon  of  my 
internal  monitor;  and  taking  pen,  ink,  and 
paper,  sat  down  to  write  what  it  dictated  in 
the  following  strain. 

*'  It  was  in  the  era  of  Foggien,'*'  one  thou- 
a^ri  years  ago,  that  fate  determined  I  should 
exiptin  the  empire  of  Japan,  where  I  under- 
went a  great  number  of  vicissitudes,  till,  at 
length,  I  was  inclosed  in  a  gn^n  of  rice, 
eaten  by  a  Dutch  mariner  at  Pirando,  and, 
becoming  a  particle  of  his  body,  brought  to 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  There  I  was  dis- 
charffed  in  a  8cori>utic  dysentery,  taken  up 
in  a  heap  of  soil  to  manure  a  garden,  raised 

*  The  kittory  of  Japan  is  divided  into  thrve 
different  eras,  of  vhash  Foggiea  it  the  saoat 
sensiderable. 


to  vegetation  in  a  sallad,  devoured  by  aa  fing- 
lish  supercargo,  assimilated  to  a  certain  or- 
gan of  his  bmly,  from  which,  at  his  retiun 
to  London,  being  diseased  in  consequence  of 
impure  contact,  I  was  again  separated  with 
a  considerable  portion  of  putrefied  flesh, 
thrown  upon  a  dunffbill,*  gobbled  up  and  di- 

f»ted  by  a  duck ;  m  which  duck  your  fiitber, 
phraim  Peacock,  having  eaten  plentiJiilly 
at  the  feast  of  the  cordwamers,  I  was  mixed 
with  his  circulating  juices,  and  finally  fixed 
in  the  principal  part  of  that  animalcule  which, 
in  process  of  time,  expanded  itself  into  thee, 
Nathaniel  Peacock." 

Having  thus  particularised  my  transmim^ 
tions  since  my  conveyance  from  Japan,  I  dall 
return  thither,  and  untold  some  corioue  par- 
ticulars of  state-intrigue,  carried  on  daring 
the  short  period,  the  history  of  which  I  mean 
to  record.  I  need  not  tell  thee  that  the  em- 
pire of  Japan  consists  of  three  large  ielends, 
or  that  the  people  who  inhabit  them  are  ouch 
inconsistent,  capricious  animals,  that  one 
would  imagine  they  were  created  for  the 
purpose  of  ridicule.  Their  minds  are  in  con- 
tinual agitation,  like  a  shuttlecock  tossed  to 
and  fro,  m  order  to  divert  the  demons  of  phi- 
losophy and  folly.  A  Japanese,  without  the 
intervention  of  any  visible  motive,  is,  by 
turns,  merry  and  pensive,  superficial  and 
profound,  generous  and  illiberal,  rash  and 
circumspect,  courageous  and  fearful,  benevo- 
lent and  cruel.  They  seem  to  have  no  fixed 
principle  of  action,  no  certain  plan  of  con- 
duct, no  eflfectual  rudder  to  steer  them  throuA^ 
the  voyage  of  life,  but  to  be  hurried  down  the 
rapid  tide  of  each  revolving  whim,  or  driven 
the  sport  of  every  gust  of  passion  that  hap- 
pens to  blow.  A  Japanese  will  sin^  at  a 
funeral  and  sigh  at  a  wedding ;  he  will  this 
hour  talk  ribaldry  with  a  prostitute,  and  the 
next  immerse  himself  in  the  study  of  me- 
taphysics or  theology.  In  favour  of  one 
stranger,  he  will  exert  all  the  virtues  of  hos- 
pitality ;  a^inst  another  he  will  exercise  all 
the  animosity  of  the  most  sordid  prejudice: 
one  minute  sees  him  hazarding  his  all  on  the 
success  of  the  most  extravagant  project; 
another  beholds  him  hesitating  on  lendmg  a 
a  few  copans*  to  his  friend  on  undeniable 
security.  To-day  he  is  afraid  of  paring  his 
corns ;  to-morrow  he  scruples  not  to  cot  his 
own  throat  At  one  season  he  will  give  half 
his  fortune  to  the  poor :  at  another  he  will 
not  bestow  the  smallest  pittance  to  save  ha 
brother  from  indigence  and  distress.  He  is 
elated  to  insolence  by  the  least  ^eam  of 
success ;  he  is  dejected  to  despondence  by 
the  slightest  turn  of  adverse  for^e.  One 
hour  he  doubts  the  best  establisHp  truths; 
the  next  he  swallows  the  most  mprobable 
fiction.  His  praise  and  his  censure  are  what 
a  wise  man  would  choose  to  avoid,  aa  evils 
equally  pernicious:   the  first  is  generally 

*  Copan  it  a  gold  eoia  used  in  Japaa,  valet 
aboat  43  thilliagt. 
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without  ibuiidAtioay  and  cwried  to 
taoh  eztntvagance,  aa  to  expose  the  object 
to  the  ridicule  of  mankuid ;  the  laat  ia  often 
unprovoked,  yet  uanally  inflamed  to  ail  the 
face  of  the  meet  malignant  peraecution.  He 
wul  extol  above  Alexander  the  Great  a  petty 
officer  who  roba  a  hen-rooat ;  and  damn  to 
inAuny  a  general  for  not  performing  impoaai- 
biMtiea.  The  aame  man  whom  he  yesterday 
flattered  with  the  moat  falaome  adulation,  he 
will  to-morrow  revile  with  the  most  bitter 
abuse ;  and,  at  the  turning  of'  a  straw,  take 
into  bis  bosom  tbe  very  person  whom  he  has 
formerly  de&med  as  the  most  perfidious 
nscal. 

The  Japanese  value  themselves  much  upon 
their  constitution,  and  are  very  damoroua 
about  the  words  Uberty  and  propertj^ ;  yet,  in 
fiict,  the  only  liberty  they  enjoy  is  to  set 
drank  whenever  they  please,  to  revile  Uie 
ffovemment,  and  quarrel  with  one  another. 
With  respect  to  their  property,  thev  are  tbe 
tamest  animals  in  the  world ;  and,  ir  properly 
manai^,  undergo,  without  wincing,  such 
impositions  as  no  other  nation  in  the  world 
would  bear.  In  this  particular,  they  may  be 
compared  to  an  ass,  that  will  crouch  under 
the  most  unconscionable  burden,  provided 
TOO  scratch  his  long  ears,  and  allow  him  to 
bray  hia  bellyfull.  They  are  ao  practicable, 
that  they  have  suffered  their  pockets  to  be 
drained,  their  veins  to  be  emptied,  and  their 
credit  to  be  cracked,  by  the  most  bungling 
administration,  to  gratify  the  avarice,  pride, 
and  ambition  of  the  most  sordid  and  con- 
temptible sovereigns  that  ever  sat  upon  the 
throne. 

The  methods  used  for  accomplishing  these 
purposes  are  extremely  simple.  You  have 
seen  a  dancing  bear  incensed  to  a  dangorous 
degree  of  rage,  and  all  at  once  appeased  by 
firing  a  pistol  over  his  nose.  The  Japanese, 
even  in  their  most  ferocious  moods,  when 
they  denounce  vengeance  against  the  cuboj, 
or  minister,  and  even  threaten  the  throne  it- 
self, are  easily  softened  into  meekness  and 
condescension.  A  set  of  tall'  fellows,  hired 
for  the  purpose,  tickle  them  under  the  noses 
with  lonff  straws  into  a  gentle  convulsion, 
during  which  they  shot  their  eyes,  and  smile, 
and  quietly  suffer  their  pockets  to  be  turned 
inside  out.  Nay,  what  is  still  more  remarka- 
ble, the  ministry  is  in  possession  of  a  pipe, 
or  rather  bullock's  horn,  which,  being  sounded 
to  a  particular  pitch,  has  such  an  efibct  on 
the  ears  and  understanding  of  the  people, 
that  they  allow  their  pockets  to  be  picked 
with  their  eyes  open,  and  are  bribed  to  be- 
tray their  own  interests  with  their  own  mo. 
ney,  as  easily  as  if  the  treasure  bad  come 
ftom  the  remotest  corner  of  the  globe.  NoU 
withstanding  these  capricious  peculiarities, 
tlMs  Japanese  are  become  a  wealthy  and  pow- 
erfol  people,  partly  from  their  insular  situa- 
tion, and.  partly  from  a  spirit  of  commercial 
■dventure*  sustaiiied  by  all  the  obatinacy  of 


peneveraaoe,  and  condoeted  by  repeated 
flashes  of  good  sense,  which  almost  incess- 
antly gleam  through  the  chaos  of  their  ab- 
surdities. 

Japan  was  originally  governed  by  monarchs 
who  possessed  an  absolute  power,  nnd  sno- 
ceeded  by  hereditary  rij^ht,  under  the  title  of 
Dairo.  but  in  the  bemnning  of  the  period 
Foggien,  this  emperor  oecame  a  cypher,  and 
tbe  whole  adminiatration  devolved  into  tbe 
hands  of  the  prime  minister,  or  cuboy,  who 
now  exercises  all  the  power  and  authority, 
leaving  the  trappings  of  royalty  to  tbe  inac- 
tive dairo.  The  prince  who  held  the  reins 
of  government  in  tbe  short  period  which  I 
intend  to  record,  was  not  a  lineal  descendant 
of  the  ancient  dairos,  the  immediate  success- 
ion having  failed,  but  sprang  from  a  collateral 
branch  wnich  was  invited  from  a  foreign 
country  in  the  person  of  Bup§f  in  honour  of 
whom  the  Japanese  erected  f^kku-basi,*  or 
the  temple  of  the  white  horse.  So  much 
were  iJl  hii  successors  devoted  to  the  culture 
of  the  idol,  which,  by  the  bye,  was  made  of 
the  vilest  materials,  that,  in  order  to  enrich- 
bis  shrine,  they  impoverished  the  whole  em- 
j^iroi  yet  still  with  the  connivance  and  by  the 
influence  of  the  cuboy,  who  gratified  this 
sordid  passion  or  superetition  of  tbe  dairo, 
with  a  view  to  prevent  him  from  employing 
his  attention  on  mattera  of  greater  conae- 
quence. 

Nathaniel,  you  have  heard  of  the  transmi- 
gration of  souls,  a  doctrine  avowed  by  one 
Pitha|^ras,  a  philosopher  of  Crotona.  This 
doctrme,  thoo^b  discarded  and  reprobated 
by  Christens,  is,  nevertheless,  sound  and  or- 
thodox, nffirm  on  the  integrity  of  an  atom. 
Further  I  shdU  not  explain  myself  on  this 
subject,  thou^  I  might  veith  safetv  aet  the 
convocation  and  the  whole  hierarchy  at  de- 
fiance, knowing,  aa  I  do,  that  it  is  not  in 
their  power  to  make  me  bate  one  particle  of 
what  I  advance;  or,  if  they  should  endeavour 
to  reach  me  through  your  organs,  and  even 
condemn  you  to  the  stake  at  Smithfield* 
verily  I  aay  unto  thee,  I  should  be  a  gainer 
by  the  next  remove.  I  should  shift  my  quar- 
tera  from  a  very  cold  and  empjjpienement, 
which  I  now  occupy  in  the  brain  of  a  poor 
babeidaaher,  to  the  nervous  plexus  situated 
at  the  mouth  of  the  stomach. of  a  flit  alder- 
man fbd  with  venison  and  turtle. 

But  to  return  to  Pythagoras,  whom  one  of 
your  wise  countrymen  denominated  PeUr 
Chre  the  wtMe^acre  of  Croton ;  you  must 
know  that  philoaopher  waa  a  type,  which 
hath  not  yet  been  fully  unveiled.  That  he 
taught  the  metempsychosis,  explained  the 
nature  and  property  of  harmonies,  demon- 
strated the  motion  of  the  earth,  discoveiwl 
tbe  elements  of  geometry  and  arithmetic* 
enjoined  his  disciples  silence,  and  abstained 
from  eating  any  thing  that  was  ever  informMl 
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bf  the  bratth  of  life»  m  cucimmUiicw 
kaowB  to  all  Iht  laMved  world ;  but  bit  veno- 
mtion  fbr  beaiio,  which  coot  him  bio  life,  hii 
golden  tbigbf  hie  tdventuree  in  the  character 
of  a  comtesant  hia  ffolden  veraeot  hit  epithet 
of  «vv»r  3t«,  the  fame  of  bin  being  bom  of 
a  Tirgin,  and  hit  deacent  into  hell,  are  mye- 
toriea  in  which  eome  of  the  moat  imooitant 
tratba  are  concealed.  Between  iriende, 
honest  Nathaniel,  I  royeelf  constituted  part 
of  that  sage's  body ;  and  I  could  say  a  great 
^al— but  there  is  a  time  for  all  things.  I 
■hall  only  obsenre,  that  Philip  Tessier  had 
some  reason  for  supposinff  Pythagoras  to 
have  been  a  monk;  and  there  are  shrewd 
hints  in  Meyer's  dissertation,  Uiram  Pythti^ 
gwriu  Judtnu  fuit,  an  monMhut  Cmrmelita, 

Wavinff  these  intricate  discussions  for  the 
present  (though  I  cannot  help  disclosing  that 
iPythagoras  wm  actually  circumcised),  know, 
Peacock,  that  the  metempsychosis,  or  trans- 
migration of  souls,  is  the  method  which  na- 
ture and  fate  constantly  purine  in  animating 
the  creatures  produced  on  the  face  of  the 
earth ;  and  this  process,  with  some  variation, 
is  such  as  the  Eleusinian  mysteries  imported, 
and  such  as  you  have  read  m  Dryden's  tiani^ 
lation  of  the  sixth  book  of  Virgira  Jfineid. 
The  gods  have  provided  a  great  magaaine  or 
diversorium,  to  which  the  departed  souls  of 
all  animals  repair  at  their  dismission  from  the 
body.  Here  tiiey  are  bathed  in  the  waters  of 
oblivion  until  they  retain  no  memory  of  the 
sc«nes  through  which  they  have  passed ;  but 
thoy  still  preserve  their  original  crasis  and 
capacity.  From  this  repository  all  new  cre- 
ated beings  are  supplied  with  souls;  and 
these  BoiJs  transmimte  into  diArent  ani- 
mals, according  to  Uie  pleasure  of  the  great 
disposer.  For  ejiample,  my  gpod  friend  Na- 
thaniel Peacock,  your  own  soul  has,  within 
these  hundred  years,  threaded  a  goat,  a  spi. 
dor,  and  a  bishop ;  and  its  next  stage  will  be 
the  carcase  of  a  brewer's  horse. 

In  what  manner  we  atoms  come  by  these 
articles  of  intelligence,  whether  by  intuition, 
or  communication  of  ideas,  it  is  not  necess- 
ary that  you  should  conceive.  Suffice  it  to 
say,  the  godn  were  merry  on  the  follies  of 
mankind,  and  Mercury  undertook  to  exhibit 
a  mighty  nation,  ruled  and  governed  by  the 
meanest  intellects  that  could  be  found  in  the 
repository  of  pre-existing  spirits.  He  laid 
the  scene  in  Japan,  about  the  middle  of  the 
period  Foffgien,  when  that  nation  was  at 
peace  with  all  her  nOighbours.  Into  tho 
mass  destined  to  sway  the  sceptre,  he  in- 
fhsed,  at  the  very  article  of  conception,  the 
spirit,  which,  in  course  of  strangulation,  had 
been  expelled  a  po$teriori  ih>m  a  ({oose, 
killed  on  purpose  to  remle  the  appetite  of 
the  mother.  The  animUcule,  thus  inspired, 
was  bom,  and  succeeded  to  the  throne,  under 
the  name  of  Got-hama-baba.  His  whole  lile 
and  conversation  was  no  other  than  a  reoe- 
tition  of  tho  hMRoura  ho  had  displayod  in  his 


last  character*  He  was  rapacious,  shallov. 
hot-headed,  and  perverse ;  in  point  of  under- 
standing,  just  sufficient  to  appear  in  public 
without  a  slavering  bib;  imbued  with  nc 
knowledge,  illumed  by  no  sentiment,  and 
warmed  with  no  afiection,  except  a  bHnd 
attachment  to  the  worship  of  Fakku-boai, 
which  seemed  indeed  to  be  a  disease  in  his 
constitution.  His  heart  Was  meanly  adfiah* 
and  his  disposition  altogether  unprincely. 

Of  all  his  recreations,  that  which  he  de- 
lighted in  most,  was  kicking  the  breech  of 
bis  ouboy,  or  prime  minister,  an  exerciae 
which  he  every  day  performed  in  private.  It 
was  tnerefdre  necessarv  that  a  cuboy  should 
be  found  to  undergo  this  diumal  operation 
without  repining.  This  was  a  circumstanee 
foreseen  and  provided  for  by  Mercury,  who* 
a  little  after  the  conception  of  Got-haaaa- 
baba,  impregnated  the  ovum  of  a  ftilare 
cubov,  and  implanted  in  it  a  changeling  aoul, 
which  had  successively  passed  through  the 
bodies  of  an  ass,  a  dottenl,  an  apple-woman, 
and  a  cow-boy.  It  was  diverting  enough  to 
see  the  rejoicings  with  which  the  birth  of 
this  qoanbuku*  was  celebrated;  and  atill 
more  so  to  observe  the  marks  of  fond  admi- 
ration in  the  parents,  as  the  soul  of  the  cow- 
boy proceeded  to  expand  itself  in  the  young 
cuboy.  This  is  a  species  of  diversion  we 
atoms  often  enjoy.  We  at  difTerent  times 
behold  the  same  spirit  hunted  down  in  a  hare, 
and  cried  op  in  a  Hector;  fawninr  in  a 
prostitute,  and  bribing  in  a  minister;  oreak- 
mg  forth  in  a  whistle  at  the  plougli,  and  in 
a  sermon  from  the  pulpit;  impelling  a  hog  to 
the  stye,  and  a  counsellor  to  the  cabinet; 
prompting  a  shoe-boy  to  filch,  and  a  patriot 
to  harangue ;  squinting  in  a  goat,  and  amiliiy 
in  a  matron. 

Tutors  of  all  sorts  were  provided  betimes 
for  the  younff  quanbuku,  but  his  genius  re- 
jected all  cultivation ;  at  least  the  cropa  it 
produced  were  barren  and  ungrateful.  He 
was  distinguished  by  the  name  of  Fika-kaka, 
and  caressed  as  the  heir  of  an  immense  for- 
tune. Nay,  he  was  really  considered  as  one 
of  the  most  hopeful  young  quanbukus  in  the 
empire  of  Japan;  for  his  want  of  ideas  was 
attended  with  a  total  absence  of  pride,  inso- 
lence, or  any  otiier  disagreeable  vice ;  indeed 
his  character  was  founded  upon  negatives. 
He  had  no  understanding,  no  economy,  no 
courage,  no  industry,  no  steadiness,  no  dis- 
cernment, no  vigour,  no  retention.  He  was 
reputed  generous  and  good  humoured ;  bat 
was  really  profuse,  chicken-hearted,  negli- 
gent, fickle,  blundering,  weak,  and  laaJcy. 
AH  these  oualifications  were  agitated  by  an 
eagerness,  haste,  and  impatienq^,  that  com- 
pleted the  most  ludicrous  composition  which 
numan  nature  ever  produced.  He  appeared 
always  in  hurry  ana  confusion,  as  if  be  had 
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loct  his  wite  in  the  morning,  and  was  in 
<IQe8t  of  them  all  day.    Let  me  whisper  a 
secret  to  you,  ray  good  friend  Peacock.    All 
this  bustle  and  trepidation  proceeded  firom  a 
hollowness  in  the  hrain,  forming  a  kind  of 
eddy,  in  which  his  animal  spirits  were  hur- 
ried about  in  a  perpetual  swirl.    Had  it  not 
been  for  this  huus  naftfrce,  the  circulation 
would  not  have  been  sufficient  for  the  pur- 
poses of  animal  life.    Had  the  whole  world 
been  searched  by  the  princes  thereof,  it  would 
not  have  produced  another  to  have  mttched 
this  half-witted  original,  to  whom  the  admin- 
istration of  a  mighty  empire  was  wholly 
consigned.     Notwithstandmg  all  the  care 
that  was  taken  of  his  education,  Fika-kaka 
never  could  comprehend  any  art  or  science, 
except  that  of  dancing  bare-headed  among 
the  bonzas,  at  the  great  festival  of  Camba- 
doart.    The  extent  of  his  knowledge  in  arith- 
metic went  no  farther  than  the  numeration 
of  his  ten  fingers.    In  history,  he  had  no  idea 
of  what  preceded  a  certain  treaty  with  the 
Chinese,  in  the  reign  of  queen  Syko,  who 
died  within  his  own  remembrance ;  and  was 
so  ignorant  of  geography,  that  he  did  not 
know  that  his  native  country  was  surrounded 
by  the  sea.    No  system  of  morality  could  he 
ever  understand ;  and  of  the  fourteen  sects 
of  reli^on  that  are  permitted  in  Japan,  the 
only  discipline  he  could  imbibe  was  a  super- 
stitious devotion  for  Fakku-basi,  the  temple 
of  the  white  horse.    This,  indeed,  was  nei- 
ther the  fruit  of  doctrine,  nor  the  result  of 
reason ;  but  a  real  instinct,  implanted  in  his 
nature  for  fulfilling  the  ends  of  Providence. 
His  person  was  extremely  awkward ;  his  eye 
vacant,  though  alarmed;  his  speech  thick 
and  embarrassed :  his  utterance  unmceful ; 
and  his  meaning  perplexed.     WiUi  much 
difficulty  he  learned  to  write  his  own  name, 
and  that  of  the  dairo ;  and  picked  up  a  smat- 
tering of  the  Chinese  language,  which  was 
sometimes  used  at  court.    In  his  youth,  he 
fteely  conversed  with  women;  but,  as  he 
advanced  in  age,  he  placed  his  chief  felicity 
in  the  delights  of  the  table.    He  hired  cooks 
from  China  at  an  enormous  expense,  and 
drank  hujre  quantities  of  the  strong  liquor 
dtstiUed  m>m  rice,  which,  by  producing  re- 
peated intoxication,  hsd  an  unlucky  effect 
upon  his  brain,  that  was  naturally  of  a  loose 
flimsy  texture.    The  immoderate  use  of  this 
potation  was  likewise  said  to  have  greatly 
impaired  his  retentive  faculty ;  inasmuch  as 
he  was  subject,  upon  every  extraordinary 
emotion  of  spirit,  to  an  involuntary  discharge 
firom  the  last  of  the  intestines. 

Such  was  the  character  of  Fika-kaka,  en- 
titled by  hi*  birth  to  a  prodigious  estate,  as 
well  as  to  the  honours  of  quanbuku,  the 
fiiBt  hereditary  digpitv  in  the  empire.  In 
consequence  of  this  high  station,  he  was 
connected  with  all  the  great  men  in  Japan, 
aad  us^  to  the  court  fVom  his  infancy. 
Hera  it  was  he  became  acquainted  with 


younff  Gothama-baba,  his  futoie  sovereign  ; 
and  tneir  souls  being  conffenial,  they  soon 
contracted  an  intimacy,  which  endured  ibr 
lifh.  They  were  like  twin  particles  of  mat. 
ter,  which  having'  been  divorced  from  one 
another  by  a  most  violent  shock,  had  floated 
many  thousand  yeari  in  the  ocean  of  the 
universe,  till  at  len^h  meeting  by  accident, 
and  approaching  within  the  sphern  of  each 
other's  attraction,  they  rush  together  with 
an  eager  embrace,  and  continue  united  ever 
after. 

The  favour  of  the  sovereign,  added  to  the 
natural  influence  arising  from  a  vast,  fortune 
and  mat  alliances,  did  not  fail  to  elevate 
Fika-kaka  to  the  most  eminent  offiees  of 
the  state,  until,  at  length,  he  attained  t<f  the 
dignity  of  cuboy,  or  chief  minister,  which 
virtually  comprehends  all  the  rest.  Here 
then  was  the  strancest  phenomenon  that 
ever  appeared  in  the  political  world.  A 
statesman  without  capacity,  or  the  smallest 
tincture  of  human  learning ;  a  secretary  who 
could  not  write ;  a  financier  who  did  not  un- 
derstand the  multiplication  table;  and  the 
^asurer  of  a  vast  empire  who  never  could 
Duance  accounts  with  his  own  butler. 

He  was  no  sooner,  for  the  diversion  of 
the  gods,  promoted  to  the  cuboyship»  than 
his  vanity  was  pampered  with  all  sorts  of 
adulation.  He  was  in  magnificence  extolled 
above  the  first  Meckaddo,  or  Ime  of  empe- 
rors, to  whom  divine  honours  had  been  paid; 
equal  in  wisdom  to  Tensio-dai-sin,  the  first 
founder  of  the  Japanese  monarchy ;  braver 
than  Whey-vang,  of  the  dynasty  of  Chew ; 
more  learned  than  Jacko,  the  chief  pontiff 
of  Japan;  rooro  liberal  than  Shi-wan^^li, 
who  was  possessed  of  the  universal  medicme ; 
and  more  reliffious  than  Bupo,  alias  Robot, 
who,  from  a  foreign  country,  brought  with 
him,  on  a  white  horse,  a  book  csOed  Kio, 
containing  the  mysteries  of  his  religion. 

But  by  none  was  he  more  cultivated  than 
by  the  lionzas,  or  cleigy,  especially  those  of 
the  university  of  Frenoxena,*  so  renowned 
for  their  learning,  sermons  and  oratory,  who 
actually  chose  him  their  supreme  director, 
and  every  morning  adored  him  iMi  a  very 
singular  rite  of  worship.  This  attachment 
was  the  more  remarkable,  as  Fika-kaka  was 
known  to  fhvour  the  sect  of  Nem-buds-jo,. 
who  distinguished  themselves  by  the  cere- 
mony of  cireomcision.  Some  maUcious  peo- 
ple did  not  scrapie  to  whisper  about,  ^at  he 
himself  had  privately  undergone  the  opera- 
tion :  but  these,  to  my  certain  knowledge, 
were  the  suggestions  of  fiilsehood  and  sImu 
der.  A  slight  scarification,  indeed,  it  was  once 
necessary  to  make,  on  account  of  his  health ; 
but  this  was  no  ceremony  of  any  relunoos 


worship.    The  truth  was  this: — the 
buds-ju,  being  few  in  number,  and  generally 
hated  by  the  whole  nation,  had  recourse  to 
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ibk  phenomenon,  the  minister  #as  exoeedU 
in^y  elevated  in  his  own  mind.  He  rejoiced 
in  iti  as  a  communication  of  some  divine  effi- 
cacy, and  raised  the  happy  bonza  to  the  rank 
of  pontifex  mazimus,  or  chief  priest,  in  the 
temple  of  Fakku-hasi.  In  the  course  of  ex- 
periments, he  found  that  all  black  beards 
were  dectrical  in  the  same  degree,  and  being 
ignorant  of  philosophy,  ascribed  it  to  some 
sopemataral  virtue,  in  consequence  of  wiiich 
they  were  promoted  as  the  holiest  of  the 
bonsas.  But  you  and  I  know,  that  such  a 
nhosphorus  is  obtained  from  the  most  worth- 
less  and  corrupted  materials,  such  as  rotten 
wood,  putrefieo  veal,  and  stinking  whiting. 

Fika^kaka,  such  as  I  described  him,  could 
not  ^Msibly  act  in  the  character  of  cuboy, 
without  the  assistance  of  counsellors  and 
subalterns,  who  understood  the  detail  of 
government  and  the  forms  of  business.  He 
was  accordingly  surrounded  bv  a  number  of 
satellites,  who  reflected  his  lustre  in  their 
seveial  spheres  of  rotation ;  and  though  their 
immenions  and  emersions  were  apparently 
abrupt  and  irregular,  formed  a  kind  of  lumi- 
nous belt  as  pale  and  comfortless  as  the  ring 
of  Saturn,  the  roost  distant,  cold  and  balefiu 
of  all  the  planets. 

The  most  remarkable  of  these  subordinates 
was  Sti-phi-rum-poo,  a  man,  who,  from  a  low 
plebeian  origin,  had  raised  himself  to  one  of 
the  first  offices  of  the  empire,  to  the  dignity 
of  qnOf  or  nobleman,  and  a  considerable  share 
of  the  dairo*s  personal  regard.  He  owed 
his  whole  success  to  his  industiy,  assiduity 
and  circumspection.  During  the  former  part 
of  his  life*  he  studied  the  laws  of  Japan  with 
such  severity  of  application,  that,  though  un- 
assisted by  the  least  gleam  of  genius,  and 
destitute  of  the  smallest  pretension  to  talent, 
he  made  himself  master  of  all  the  written 
ordinances,  all  the  established  customs  and 
forms  of  proceeding  in  the  diffisrent  tribunals 
of  the  empire.  In  the  progress  of  his  voca- 
tion, he  became  an  advocate  of  some  emi- 
nence, and  even  acquired  reputation  for  po- 
lemical eloouence,  though  his  manner  was 
ever  dry,  laboured  and  unpleasant  Being 
elevated  to  the  station  of  a  judge,  he  so  far 
justified  the  interest  by  which  he  had  been 
promoted,  that  his  honesty  was  never  called 
in  question ;  and  his  sentences  were  gene- 
rally allowed  to  be  just  and  upright  He 
heard  dtoses  with  the  most  painful  attention, 
seemed  to  be  indefatigable  m  his  researches 
after  truth,  and  though  he  was  forbidding  in 
his  aspect,  slow  in  deliberation,  tedious  in  dis- 
cussion, and  cold  in  his  addres9,  yet,  I  must 
Qwn,  he  was  also  unbiassed  in  his  decisions. 
I  mean,  onbiassed  by  any  consciousness  of 
sinister  motive ;  for  a  man  may  be  biassed 
by  the  nature  of  his  disposition,  as  well  as 
1^  prejudices  acquired,  and  yet  not  guilty  of 
intentional  partiality.  Sli-phi-rum-poo  was 
scrupulously  just,  according  to  hin  own  ideas 
ef  justice,  and.  eonsequently  well  qualified; 


to  decide  in  common  controversies.    Bet  ia 
delicate  cases,  which  required  an  uncommoB 
share  of  penetration ;  when  the  province  of 
a  supreme  judge  is  to  mitigate  the  severity, 
and  sometimes  even  deviate  from  the  dead 
letter  of  the  common  law,  in  fiivour  of  paiti- 
cular  institutions,  or  of  humanity  in  general  | 
he  had  neither  genius  to  enlighten  his  under- 
standing, sentiment  to  elevate  his  mind,  nor 
courage  to  surmount  the  petty  inclosures  of 
ordinary  practice.    He  was  accused  of  ava- 
rice and'cruelty ;  but  in  fact,  these  were  not 
active  passions  in  his  heart    The  conduct 
which  seemed  to  justify  these  imputationsy 
was  wholly  owing  to  a  total  want  of  taste  and 
generosity.    The  nature  of  his  post  furnish- 
ed him  with  opportunities  to  accumulate 
riches ;  and  as  the  narrowness  of  his  mind 
admitted  no  ideas  of  elegance  or  refined  plea- 
sure, he  knew  not  how  to  use  his  wealth  so 
as  to  avoid  the  chaxge  of  a  sordid  disposition. 
His  temper  was  not  rapacious,  but  attentive  ; 
he  knew  not  the  use  of  wealth,  and  therefore 
did  not  use  it  at  all ;  but  was  in  this  particu- 
lar neither  better  nor  worse  than  a  strong- 
box for  the  convenience  and  advantage  of 
his  heir.    The  appearance  of  cruelty  remark- 
able in  his  counsels,  relating  to  some  wretdu 
ed  insurgents  who  had  been  taken  in  open  re- 
bellion, and  the  rancorous  pleasure  he  seem- 
ed to  feel  in  pronouncing  sentence  of  death 
by  self-exenteration,*  was  in  fact  the  grati- 
fication of  a  dastardly  heart,  which  had  never 
acknowledged  the  least  impulse  of  any  libe- 
ral sentiment.    This  being  the  case,  man- 
kind ought  net  to  impute  that  to  bis  guilt, 
which  was,  in  efibct,  the  consequence  of  his 
infirmity.    A  man  might,  with  equal  iustice, 
be  punished  for  being  purblind.    Sti-pni-mm- 
poo  was  much  more  culpable  for  seeking  to 
shine  in  a  sphere  for  which  nature  never 
intended  him ;  I  mean  for  commencing  states- 
man, and  intermeddling  in  the  machine  of 
government ;  yet  even  into  this  character  he 
was  forced,  as  it  were,  by  the  opinion  and 
injunctions  of  Fika-kaka,  who  employed  him 
at  first  in  making  speeches  for  the  dairo, 
which  that  prince  used  to  pronounce  in  pub- 
lic at  certain  seasons  of  the  year.    These 
speeches  being  tolerably  well  received  by  the 
populace,  the  cuboy  conceived  an  extraordi- 
nary opinion  of  his  talents,  and  thought  him 
extremely  well  qualified  to  ease  him  of  great 
part  of  the  burden  of  government.    He  found 
nim  very  well  disposed  to  engage  heartily 
in  his  interests.    Then  he  was  admitted  to 
the  obsculation  a  posteriori;  and  though liia 
beard  was  not  black,  but  rather  of  a  sub- 
fuscan  hue,  he  managed  it  with  sudi  dexte- 
rity, that  Fika-kaka  declared  the  salute  gave 
him  unspeakable  pleasure;  while  the  by- 
standers protested  that  the  contact  produced, 

**  A  gentleman  Mpitally  soiiTieted  in  Jspaa  is 
Allowed  the'  privilege  of  sntieipating  the  ooin* 
moa  •leoatioiier,  by  ripping  out  bit  own  bowels* 
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not  simply  electrical  sparks  or  scintillations, 
hnt  even  a  perfect  irradiation,  which  seemed 
altogether  supernatural.  From  this  moment 
Sti-phi-rum.poo  was  initiated  in  the  myste- 
ries of  the  cabinet,  and  even  introduced  to 
the   person   of  the   dairo   Got-hama-baba, 

•whose  pedestrian  favours  he  shared  with  his 
new  patron.  It  was  observed,  however,  that 
even  after  his  promotion  and  nobiliation,  he 
still  retained  his  original  awkwardness,  and 
never  could  acquire  that  graceful  ease  of 
attitude  with  which  the  cuTOy  presented  his 
parts  averse  to  the  contemplation  of  his  so- 
vereign. Indeed  the  minister's  body  was  so 
well  moulded  for  the  celebration  of  the  rite, 
that  one  would  have  imagined  nature  had 
formed  him  expressly  for  that  purpose,  with 
his  head  and  body  projecting  forwards,  so  as 
to  form  an  angle  of  forty.five  with  the  hori- 
zon, while  the  glutei  muscles  swelled  back- 
wards, as  if  ambitious  to  meet  half-way  the 
imperial  encounter. 

The  third  connection  that  strengthened 
this  political  band  was  Nin-kom-poo-po,  com- 
mander of  the  fune,  or  navy  of  Japan,  who, 
if  ever  man  was,  miffht  surely  be  termed  the 
child  of  fortune.  He  was  bred  to  the  sea 
from  his  infancy,  and,  in  the  course  of  pacific 
service,  rose  to  the  command  of  a  jonkli, 
when  he  was  so  lucky  as  to  detect  a  crew 
of  pirates,  employed  on  a  desolate  shore,  in 
concealing  a  hoard  of  money  which  they  had 
taken  from  the  merchants  of  Corea.  Nin- 
kom-poo-po  falling  in  with  them  at  night, 
attacked  them  unawares,  and,  having  obtain- 
ed an  easy  victory,  carried  off  the  treasure. 
I  cannot  help  being  amused  at  the  folly  of 
you  silly  mortals,  when  I  recollect  the  trans- 

•  ports  of  the  people  at  the  return  of  this  for- 
tunate officer,  with  a  paltry  mass  of  silver, 
parading  in  covered  ^agons,  escorted  by  his 

'  crew  in  arms.  The  whole  city  of  Meaco 
resounded  with  acclamation ;  and  Nin-kom- 
poo-po  was  extolled  as  the  greatest  hero  that 
ever  the  empire  of  Japan  produced.  The 
cuboy  honoured  him  with  five  kisses  in  pub- 
lic ;  accepted  of  the  osculation  in  private ; 
recommended  him  in  the  strongest  terms  to 
the  dairo,  who  promoted  him  to  the  rank  of 
Sey-seo-gun,  or  general  at  sea.  He  pro- 
fessed himself  an  adherent  to  the  cubo^,  en- 
tered into  a  strict  alliance  with  Sti-phi-rum- 
poo,  and  the  whole  management  of  the  fune 
was  consigned'  into  his  hands.  With  respect 
to  his  understanding,  it  was  just  sufficient  to 
comprehend  the  duties  of  a  common  mariner, 
and  to  follow  the  ordinary  route  of  the  most 
sordid  avarice.  As  to  his  heart,  he  might 
be  said  to  be  in  a  state  of  total  apathy,  with- 
out principle  or  passion ;  for  I  cannot  afford 
the  name  of  passion  to  such  a  vile  appetite 
as  an  insatiable  thirst  of  lucre.  He  was, 
indeed,  so  cold  and  forbidding,  that,  in  Japan, 
tlie  people  distinguished  him  by  a  nickname 
equivalent  to  the  Ens^ish  wonl  Salamander ; 
not  that  he  was  inclined  to  live  in  fire«  bat 
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that  the  coldness  of  his  heart  would  have^ex- 
tinguished  any  fire  it  had  approached.  Some 
inmviduals  imagined  he  had  been  begot  upon 
a  mermaid  by  a  sailor  of  Kamtschatka ;  but  • 
this  was  a  mere  fable.  I  can  assure  you, 
however,  that  when  his  lips  were  in  contact 
with  the  cuboy's  posteriors,  Fika-kaka's  teeth 
were  seen  to  chatter.  The  pride  of  this  ani- 
mal  was  eoual  to  his  frigidity.  He  affected 
to  establisn  new  regulations  at  the  council 
where  he  presided :  he  treated  his  equals 
with  insolence,  and  his  superiors  with  con- 
tempt. Other  people  generally  rejoice  iq 
obliging  their  fellow-creatures,  when  they 
can  do  it  without  prejudice  to  their  own 
interest.  Nin-coro-poo-po  had  a  repulsive 
power  in  his  disposition ;  and  seemed  toTake 
pleasure  in  denying  a  request.  When  this 
vain  creature,  selfish,  inelegant,  arrogant  and 
uncouth,  appeared  in  all  his  trappings  at  the 
dairo's  court,  upon  a  festival,  he  might  have 
been  justly  compared  to  a  Lapland  idol  of 
ice,  adorned  with  a  profusion  of  brass  leaf 
and  trinkets  of  pewter.  In  the  direction  of 
the  funst  he  was  provided  with  a  certain 
number  of  assessors,  counsellors,  or  coad- 
jutors ;  but  these  he  never  consulted,  more 
than  if  they  had  been  wooden  images.  He 
distributed  his  commands  among  his  own 
dependants ;  and  left  all  the  forms  of  the 
oflSce  to  the  care  of  the  scribe,  who  thus  be- 
came so  necessarjr,  that  his  influence  some- 
times had  well  nigh  interfered  with  that  of 
the  president ;  nay,  they  have  been  seen,  like 
the  electrical  spheres  of  two  bodies,  repelling 
each  other.  Hence,  it  was  observed,  that 
the  office  of  the  sey-seo-gunsiality  resembled 
the  serpent  called  amphisbeena,  which,  con- 
trary  to  the  formation  of  other  animals  in 
head  and  tail,  has  a  head  where  the  tail 
should  be.  Well,  indeed,  might  they  com- 
pare  them  to  a  serpent,  in  creeping,  conning, 
coldness  and  venom ;  but  the  comparison 
would  have  held  with  more  propriety  had 
nature  produced  a  serpent  without  ever  a 
head  at  all. 

The  fourth  who  contributed  his  credit  and 
capacity  to  this  coalition  was  Foksi-roku,  a 
man  who  greatly  surpassed  them  all  in  the 
science  of  politics ;  bold,  subtle,  interested, 
insinuating,  ambitious,  and  indefatigable. 
An  adventurer  from  his  cradle,  a  latttudina- 
rian  in  principle,  a  libertine  in  morals,  with- 
out  the  advantages  of  birth,  fortune,  ctiarac* 
ter,  or  interest ; — ^by  his  own  natural  sagacity, 
a  close  attention  to  the  follies  and  foibles  of 
mankind,  a  projecting  s]^it,  an  invincible 
assurance,  and  an  obstinacy  of  perseverance, 
proof  against  all  the  shocks  of  disappointment 
and  repulse ;  he  forced  himself;  as  it  were, 
into  the  scale  of  preferment ;  and  being  found 
equally  capable  and  compliant,  rose  to  high 
offices  of  trust  and  profit,  detested  by  the 
people,  as  one  of  the  most  desperate  tools 
of  a  wicked  administration,  and  odious  to 
his  colleagues  in  the  m ^y,  for  his  superi- 
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or  talents,  his  restless  ambitioo,  wad  the  un- 
certainty  of  his  attachment. 

As  interest  prompted  him,  he  hovered  be- 
tween the  triumvirate  we  have  described, 
and  another  knot  of  competitors  for  the 

ad n,  headed  by  Quamba-con-dono,  a 

great  quo,  related  to  the  dairo,  who  had  bore 
the  supreme  command  in  the  army,  and  was 
styled  fatzman,*  »«t'  ifesMr,  or  by  way  of 
eminence.  This  accomplished  prince  was 
not  only  the  greatest  in  his  mind,  but  also 
the  greatest  in  his  person,  of  all  the  subjects 
of  Japan :  and  whereas  your  Sbakspeare 
makes  FalstadST  urge  it  as  a  plea  in  his  own 
favour,  that  as  he  had  more  flesh,  so  likewise 
he  had  more  frailty  than  other  men ;  I  may 
jusfly  convert  the  proposition  in  favour  of 
Qnamba-cun-dono,  and  affirm,  that  as  he  had 
more  flesh,  so  he  had  more  virtue  than  any 
other  Japanese ;  more  bowels,  more  human- 
ity, more  beneficence,  more  affability.  He 
was,  undoubtedly,  for  a  fatzman,  the  most 
courteous,  the  most  gallant,  the  most  ele- 
gant, generous,  and  munificent  quo  that  ever 
adorned  the  cou rt  of  Japan.  So  consu mmate 
in  the  art  of  war,  that  the  whole  world  could 
not  produce  a  general  to  match  him  in  fore- 
sight, vigilance,  conduct  and  ability.  In- 
deed, his  intellects  were  so  extraordinary 
and  extensive,  that  he  seemed  to  sentimen- 
tixe  at  every  pore,  and  to  have  the  faculty 
of  thinking  diflfused  all  over  his  frame,  even 
to  his  finger  ends ;  or,  as  the  Latins  call  it, 
md  unguem ;  nay,  so  wonderful  was  his  or- 
ganical  conformation,  that,  in  the  opinion  of 
many  Japanese  philosophers,  his  whole  body 
was  enveloped  in  a  kind  of  poultice  of  brain, 
and  that  if  he  had  lost  his  head  in  battle,  the 
damage  with  regard  to  his  power  of  reflect- 
ion  would  have  bten  scarce  perceptible. 
After  he  had  achieved  many  glorious  exploits 
in  a  war  against  the  Chinese  on  the  conti- 
nent, he  was  sent  with  a  strong  army  to  quell 
a  dangerous  insurrection  in  the  northern  parts 
of  Ximo,  which  is  one  of  the  Japanese  isl- 
ands. He  accordingly  by  his  valour  crushed 
the  rebellion ;  and  afterwards,  by  dint  of 
clemency  and  discretion,  extinguished  the 
last  embers  of  disaffection.  When  the  in- 
surgents were  defbated,  dispersed,  and  dis- 
armed, and  a  sufllcient  number  selected  for 
example,  his  humanity  emerged,  and  took 
full  possession  of  his  breast,  lie  considered 
them  as  wretched  men,  misled  by  fiilse  prin- 
ciples of  honour,  and  sympathized  with  their 
distress ;  he  pitied  them  as  men  and  fellow- 
citiaens ;  he  regarded  them  as  useful  fellow- 
subjects,  who  might  be  reclaimed  and  reunited 
to  the  community.  Instead  of  sending  out 
the  ministers  of  blond,  rapfne,  and  revenge, 
to  ravage,  bum,  and  destroy,  without  dis- 
tinction of  age,  sex,  or  principle,  he  ex- 
tended the  arma  of  mercy  to  all  who  would 
embrace  that  indulgence ;  he  protected  the 
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lives  and  habitations  of  the  helpless,  and  di- 
minished the  number  of  the  malcontents 
much  more  efibctually  by-  his  benevolence 
than  by  his  sword. 

The  southern  Japanese  had  been  temJbij 
alarmed  at  this  insurrection,  and,  in  the  finst 
transports  of  their  deliverance,  voluntarily 
taxed  themselves  with  a  considerable  yearly 
tribute  to  the  hero  Quamba-cun-dono.  In 
all  probability,  they  would  not  have  appeared 
so  grateful,  had  they  staid  to  see  the  effiacts 
of  his  merciful  disposition  towards  the  vsn- 
quished  rebels ;  for  mercy  is  surely  no  attri- 
bute of  the  Japanese,  considered  as  a  people. 
Indeed,  nothing  could  form  a  more  striking 
contrast  than  appeared  in  the  transactions 
in  the  northern  and  southern  parts  of  the 
empire  at  this  juncture.  While  the  amiable 
Quamba-cun-dono  was  employed  in  the  god- 
like office  of  ^thering  together,  and  cherish- 
ing under  his  wings,  the  poor,  dispersed, 
forlorn  widows  and  orphans,  whom  the  sav- 
age band  of  war  had  deprived  of  parent,  fans- 
band,  home  and  sustenance;  while  he,  in 
the  north,  gathered  these  miserable  creatures, 
even  as  a  hen  gathereth  her  chickens,  Sti- 
phi-nim-poo,  and  other  judges  in  the  south, 
were  condemning  such  of  their  parents  and 
husbands  as  survived  the  sword,  to  crucifix- 
ion, cauldrons  of  boiling  oil,  or  exenteration ; 
and  the  people  were  indulging  their  appetites 
by  feasting  upon  the  viscera  thus  extracted. 
The  liver  of  a  Ximian  was  in  such  request  at 
this  period,  that  if  the  market  had  been  prcK 
perly  managed  and  supplied,  this  delicacy 
would  have  sold  for  two  obans  a  pound,  or 
about  four  pounds  sterling.  The  troops  in 
the  north  might  have  provided  at  the  rate  of 
a  thousand  head  per  month  for  the  demand 
of  Meaco ;  and  though  the  other  parts  of  the 
carcase  would  not  have  sold  at  so  high  a  price 
as  the  liver,  heart,  harrigals,  sweet-bread« 
and  pope's  eve,  yet  the  whole,  upon  an  ave- 
rage, would  nave  fetched  at  the  rate  of  three 
hundred  pounds  a-head ;  especiallv  if  those 
animals,  which  are  but  poorly  fed  in  their 
own  country,  had  been  fattened  up  and  kept 
upon  hard  meat  for  the  slaughter.  This  new 
branch  of  traffic  would  have  produced  about 
three  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  pounds 
annually ;  for  the  rebellion  might  easily  have 
been  fomented  from  year  to  year;  and  con- 
sequently it  would  have  yielded  a  considera- 
ble addition  to  the  emperor's  revenue,  by  a 
proper  tsxation. 

The  philosophera  of  Japan  were  divided 
in  their  opinions  concerning  this  new  taste 
for  Ximian  flesh,  which  suddenly  sprung  up 
among  the  Japanese.  Some  ascribed  it  to 
a  principle  of  hatred  and  revenge,  agreeable 
to  the  common  expression  of  animosity 
among  the  multitude, — **  You  dog,  V\\  have 
your  liver."  Othera  imputed  it  to  a  notion 
analogous  to  the  vulgar  conceit,  that  the 
liver  of  a  mad  dog  being  eaten,  is  a  prevent, 
ive  against  madness ;  eigo,  the  liver  of  a 
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tniitor  is  an  antidote  against  treason.  A 
third  sort  derived  this  strange  appetite  from 
the  belief  of  the  Americans,  who  imagine 
they  shall  inherit  all  the  virtues  of  the  ene- 
mies thev  devour;  and  a  fourth  affirmed, 
that  the  demand  for  this  dainty  arose  from  a 
very  high  and  peculiar  flavour  in  Xiroian 
flesn,  which  flavour  was  discovered  by  acci- 
dent;  moreover,  there  were  not  wanting 
some  who  supposed  this  banquet  was  a  kind 
of  sacrifice  to  the  powers  of  sorcery ;  as  we 
find  that  one  of  the  ingredients  of  the  charm 
prepared  in  Shakspeare's  cauldron  was 
**  the  liver  of  a  blaspheming  Jew ;"  and  in- 
deed'it  is  not  at  all  improbable  that  the  liver 
of  a  rebellious  Ximian  might  be  altogether 
as  eflectual.  I  know  that  Fika-kaka  was 
stimulated  by  curiosity  to  try  the  experiment, 
and  held  divers  consultations  with  his  cooks 
on  this  subject  They  all  declared  in  favour 
of  the  trial ;  and  it  was  accordingly  present- 
ed at  the  table,  where  the  cuboy  eat  of  it  to 
such  excess  as  to  produce  a  surfeit.  He 
underwent  a  severe  evacuation  both  ways, 
attended  with  cold  sweats  and  swoonings. 
In  a  word,  his  agony  was  so  violent,  that  he 
ever  after  loathed  the  sight  of  Ximian  flesh, 
whether  dead  or  alive. 

With  the  fatzman  Quamba-cun-dono  was 
connected   another    quo  called   6otto-mio, 
viceroy  of  Xicoco,  one  of  the  islands  of  Ja- 
pan.    If  his  understanding  had  been  as  large 
as  his  fortune,  and  his  temper  a  little  more 
tractable,  he  would  have  been  a  dangerous 
rival  to  the  cuboy.    But  if  their  brains  had 
been  weighed  against  each  other,  the  nine- 
teenth part  of  a  grain  would  have  turned 
either  scale  ;  and  as  Fika-kaka  had  negative 
qualities,  which  supported  and  extended  his 
influence,  so  Gotto-mio  had  positive  powers, 
that   defended   him    from    all   approaches 
of  popularity.     His  pride  vna  of  the  inso- 
lent order ;  his  temper  extremely  irascible ; 
and  his  avarice  quite  rapacious ;  nay,  he  is 
said  to  have  once  declined  the  honour  of  a 
kicking  from  the  dairo.    Conceited  of  his 
own  talents,  he  affected  to  haranpie  in  the 
council  of  twenty-eig^t;  but  his  ideas  were 
embarrassed ;  his  language  was  mean  ;  and 
his  elocution  more  discordant  than  the  bray- 
ing of  fifty  asses.   When  Fika-kaka  address- 
ed  himself  to  speech,  an  agreeable  simper 
played  upon  the  countenances  of  all  the 
audience ;  but  as  soon  as  Gotto-mio  stood 
op,  every  spectator  raised  his  thumbs  to  his 
ears,  as  it  were  instinctively.    The  dairo 
Got-hama-baba,  by  the  advice  of  the  cuboy, 
sent  him  over  to  govern  the  people  of  Xico- 
co, and  a  more  effectual  method  could  not 
have  been  taken  to  mortify  bis  arrogance. 
His  deportment  was  so  insolent,  his  econo- 
my so  sordid,  and  his  government  so  arbi- 
trary, that  those  islanders,  who  are  remark- 
ably ferocious  and  impatient,  expressed  their 
hatred  and  contempt  of  him  on  every  occa^ 
■ion.     His  quailbakuship  was  hardly  safe 


from  outrtge  in  the  midst  of  his  guards, 
and  a  cross  was  actually  erected  tot  the 
execution  of  his  favourite  kow-kin,  who  es- 
caped with  some  difficulty  to  the  island  of 
Niphon,  whither  also  his  patron  soon  follow, 
ed  him,  attended  by  the  curses  of  the  people 
whom  he  had  been  sent  to  rule. 

He  who  presided  at  the  council  of  twenty- 
eight  was  called  Soo-san-sin-o,  an  old  expe- 
rienced shrewd  politician,  who  conveyed 
more  sense  in  one  single  sentence  than 
could  have  been  distilled  from  all  the  other 
brains  in  council,  had  they  been  macerated 
in  one  alembic.  He  was  a  man  of  extensive 
learning  and  elegant  taste.  He  saw  through 
the  characters  of  his  fellow-labourers  in  the 

ad n.    He  laughed  at  the  folly  of  oHe 

faction,  and  detested  the  arrogance  and  pre 
sumption  of  the  other.    In  an  assembly  of 
sensible  men,  his  talents  would  have  snone 
with  superior  lustre :  but  at  the  council  of 
twenty-eight,  they  were  obscured  by  the 
thick  clouds  of  ignorance  that  enveloped  his 
brethren.    The  dairo  had  a  personal  respect 
for  him,  and  Lb  said  to  have  conferred  fre- 
quent  favours  on  his  posteriors  in  private. 
He  kicked  the  cuboy  often  ex  officio,  as  a 
husband  thinks  it  incumbent  upon  him  to  ca- 
ress his  wife :   but  he  kicked  the  president 
for  pleasure,  as  a  voluptuary  embraces  his 
mistress.    Soo-san-sin-o,  conscious  that  he 
had  no  family  interests  to  support  hin^in 
cabals  among  the  people,  and,  careless  of 
his  country's  fate,  resolved  to  enjoy  the  com-  ^ 
forts  of  life  in  quiet.      He  laughed    and" 
quafied  with  his  select  companions  in  pri- 
vate ;  received  his  appointments  thankfully ; 
and  swam  with  the  tide  of  politics  as  it  hap- 
pened to  flow.    It  was  prettv  extraordinary 
that  the  wisest  man  should  be  the  greatest 
cypher :  but  such  was  the  will  of  the  gods. 
Besides  these  great  luminaries  that  en- 
lightened the  cabinet  of  Japan,  I  shall  have 
occasion,  in  the  course  of  my  narrative,  to  de- 
scribe many  other  stars  of  an  inferior  order. 
At  this  board  there  was  as  great  a  variety  of 
characters  as  we  find  in  the  celebrated  table 
of  Cebes.  Nay,  indeed,  what  was  objected  to 
the  philosopher,  might  have  been  more  justly 
said  of  the  Japanese  councils.    There  was 
neither  invention,  unity,  nor  design  amongst 
them.    They  consisted  of  mobs  of  saunter- 
ing, strolling,  vagrant  and  ridiculous  politi- 
cians.    Their  schemes  were  absurd,  and 
their  deliberations  like  the  sketches  of  anar- 
chy.   All  was  bellowing,  bleating,  braying^ 
grinning,  grumbling,  confusion  and  uproar. 
It  was  more  like  a  dream  of  chaos  tnan  a 
picture  of  human  life.  If  the^A1MON,orffe- 
nius,  was  wantiitg,  it  must  be  owned  that  Fika- 
kaka  exactly  answered  Cebes's  description 
of  TTXH,  or  fortune,  blind  and  frantic,  run- 
ning about  every  where;  giving  to  some, 
and  taking  from  others,  without  rule  or  dis- 
tinction; while  her  emblem  of  the  round 
stone  &irly  shows  his  giddy  nature ;  *tikm 
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fAafiu  ^^tf  ivrit.  Here,  bowevWf  one  might 
have  seen  many  other  figures  of  the  paint- 
er's allegory  ;  such  as  Deception  tendering 
the  cup  of  ignorance  and  error,  opinions 
and  appetites ;  Disappointment  and  Anguish ; 
Debauchery,  Profligacy,  Gluttony,  ana  Adu- 
lation ;  Luxury,  Fraud,  Rapine,  Perjury,  and 
Sacrilege  ;  but  not  the  least  traces  of  the 
virtues  which  are  described  in  the  group  of 
true  education,  and  in  the  grove  of  happi- 
ness. 

The  two  factions  that  divided  the  council 
of  Japan,  though  inveterate  enemies  to  each 
other,  heartily  and  cordially  concurred  in 
one  particular,  which  was  the  worship  esta* 
blished  in  the  temple  of  Fakku.basi,  or  the 
#hite  horse.  This  was  the  orthodox  faith  in 
Japan,  and  was  certainly  founded,  as  St  Paul 
saith  of  the  Christian  religion,  upon  the  evi- 
dence of  things  not  seen.  All  the  votaries 
of  this  superstition  of  Fakku-basi  subscribed 
and  swore  to  the  following  creed  implicitly, 
without  hesitation  or  mental  reservation.^ 
**  I  believe  in  the  white  horse,  that  he  de- 
scended from  heaven,  and  sojourned  in  Jed- 
do,  which  is  the  land  of  promise.  I  believe 
in  Bupo  his  apostle,  who  first  declared  to 
the  children  of  Niphon  the  glad  tidings  of 
the  gospel  of  Fakku-basi.  I  believe  that  the 
white  horse  was  begot  by  a  black  mule,  and 
brought  forth  by  a  green  dragon ;  that  his 
hoad  is  of  silver,  and  his  hoofs  are  of  brass ; 
that  he  eats  gold  as  provender,  and  dis- 
charges  diamonds  as  dung ;  that  the  Japanese 
are  ordained  and  predestined  to  furnish  him 
with  food,  and  the  people  of  Jeddo  to  clear 
awa  V  his  litter.  I  believe  that  the  island  of 
Niphon  is  joined  to  the  continent  of  Jeddo, 
and  that  wnoever  thinks  otherwise  shall  be 
damned  to  all  eternity.  I  believe  that  the 
smallest  portion  of  matter  may  be  practi- 
cally divided  ad  ti^ntVum ;  that  equal  quan- 
tities taken  from  equal  quantities,  an  une- 
qual quantity  will  remain  ;  that  two  and  two 
make  seven ;  that  the  sun  rules  the  night, 
the  stars  the  day ;  and  the  moon  is  made  of 
green  cheese.  Finally,  I  believe  that  a  man 
cannot  be  saved  without  devoting  his  goods 
and  his  chattels,  his  children,  relations,  and 
friends,  his  senses  and  ideas,  his  soul  and  his 
body,  to  the  religion  of  the  white  horse,  as  it 
is  prescribed  in  the  ritual  of  Fakku-basi." 
These  are  the  tenets  which  the  Japanese  min- 
isters swallowed  as  glib  as  the  English  cleigy 
swallowed  the  thirty-nine  articles. 

Having  thus  characterized  the  chiefs  that 
disputed  the  administration,  or,  in  other 
words,  the  empire  of  Japan,  I  shall  now  pro- 
ceed to  a  plain  narration  of  historical  inci- 
dents, without  pretending  to  philosophize 
like  H-.*..-e,  or  dogmatize  like  8  tt.  I 
shall  only  tell  thee,  Nathaniel,  that  Britain 
never  gave  birth  but  to  two  historians  worthy 
of  credit,  and  they  were  Taliessin  and 
Geoffrey  of  Monmouth.  I'll  tell  you  another 
secret :  the  whole  world  has  never  been  able 


to  produce  six  good  historians.  Herodotus 
is  fabulous  even  to  a  proverb ;  Thucydides 
is  perplexed,  obscure,  and  unimportant ;  Po- 
lybius  is  dry  and  inelegant,  Liv^  suporficud, 
and  Tacitus  a  coxcomb ;  Guicciardini  wants 
interest,  Davila  digestion,  and  Sarpi  truth. 
In  the  whole  eatalogue  of  French  historians, 
there  is  not  one  of  tolerable  authenticity. 

In  the  year  of  the  period  Fomen  one 
hundred  and  fifty-four,  the  tranquiUitv  of  Ja- 
pan was  interrupted  by  the  encroachments 
of  the  Chinese  adventurers,  wl)o  made  de- 
scents upon  certain  islands  belonging  to  the 
Japanese,  a  great  way  to  the  southward  of 
Xicoco.    They  even  settled  colonies  and 
built  forts  on  some  of  them,  while  the  two 
empires  were  at  peace  with  each  other. 
When  the  Japanese  governors  expostulated 
with  the  Chmese  officers  on  this  intrusion, 
they  were  treated  witli  ridicule  and  contempt ; 
then  they  had  recourse  to  force  of  arms,  and 
some  skirmishes  were  fought  with  various 
success.     When  the  tidings  of  these  hostili- 
ties arrived  at  Meaco,  the  whole  council  c^ 
twenty-eight  was  overwhelmed  with  fesr 
and  confusion.    The  dairo  kicked  them  all 
round,  not  from  passion,  but  by  wajr  of  ^v- 
ing  an  animating  fillip  to  their  deliberating 
faculties.    The  disputes  had  happened  in 
the  island  of  Fatsissio ;  but  there  were  only 
three  members  of  the  council  who  knew 
that  Fatsissio  was  an  island,  although  the 
commerce  there  carried  on  was  of  the  ut- 
most importance  to  the  empire  of  Japan. 
They  were  as  much  in  the  dark  with  respect 
to  its  situation.    Fika-kaka,  on  the  suppo- 
sition  that  it  adjoined  to  the  coast  of  Cores, 
expressed  his  apprehension  that  the  Chinese 
would  invade  it  with  a  numerous  army ;  and 
was  so  transported  when  Foksi-roku  assured 
him  it  was  an  island  at  a  vast  distance  from 
any  continent,  that  he  kissed  him  five  times 
in  the  face  of  the  whole  council ;  and  his 
royal  master,    Got-hama-baba,    swore    he 
should  be  indulged  with  a  double  portion  of 
kicking  at  his  next  private  audience.    The 
same  counsellor  proposed,  that  as  the  funet 
or  navv,  of  Japan,  was  much  more  nuroeroos 
than  the  fleet  of  China,  they  should  imme- 
diately avail  themselves  of  this  advanta^. 
Quamba-cun-dono  the  fatzman  was  of  opin- 
ion that  war  should  be  immediately  declared, 
and  an  army  transported  to  the  continent. 
Sti-phi-rum-poo  thought  it  would  be  more 
expedient  to  sweep  the  seas  of  the  Chinese 
trending  vessels,  without  giving  them  any 
previous  intimation  ;  and  to  this  opinion  Ad- 
miral Nin-com-poo-po  subscribed,  not  onlv 
out  of  deference  to  the  superior  understand- 
ing of  his  sage  ally,  who  undertook  to  prove 
it  was  not  contrary  to  the  law  of  nature  and 
nations  to  plunder  the  subjects  of  foreign 
powers,  who  trade  on  the  faith  of  treaties, 
but  also  from  his  own  inclination,  which  was 
much  addicted  to  pillage  without  bloodshed. 
To  him,  therefore,  the  task  was  left  of 
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iscoaring  the  seas,  and  intercepimg  the  suc- 
cours which  (ihey  bad  received  intelligence) 
were  ready  to  sail  from  one  of  the  ports  of 
China  to  the  island  of  Fatsissio.  In  the 
mean  time  junks  were  provided  for  transport. 
ing  thither  a  body  of  Japanese  troops,  under 
tiie  command  of  one  Koan,  an  obscure  officer, 
without  conduct  or  experience,  whom  the 
fatzman  selected  for  this  service ;  not  that 
he  supposed  him  possessed  of  superior  merit, 
but  because  no  leader  of  distinction  cared  to 
entrage  in  such  a  disagreeable  expedition. 

Nin-kom-poo-po  acted  accordmg  to  the 
justeet  ideas  which  had  been  formed  of  his 
understanding.  He  let  loose  his  cruizers 
among  the  merchant  ships  of  China,  and  the 
harbours  of  Japan  were  quickly  filled  with 
prizes  and  prisoners.  The  Chinese  exclaim- 
ed  agfainst  these  proceedings  as  the  most 
perfidious  acts  of  niracy ;  and  all  the  other 
powers  of  Asia  beneld  them  with  astonisli- 
meut.  But  the  consummate  wisdom  of  the 
aea  sey-seo-gnn  appeared  most  conspicuous 
in  another  stroke  of  generalship  which  he 
now  struck.  Instead  of  blocking  up  in  the 
Chinese  harbour  the  succours  destined  to  re- 
inforce the  enemy  in  Fatsissio,  until  they 
should  be  driven  from  their  encroachments 
on  that  island,  he  very  wisely  sent  a  strong 
squadron  of  fune  to  cruise  in  the  open  sea, 
midway  between  China  and  Fatsissio,  in  the 
most  tempestuous  season  of  the  year,  when 
the  fo^  are  so  thick  and  so  constant  in  that 
latitude  as  to  rival  the  darkness  of  a  winter 
niffht ;  and  supported  the  feasibility  of  this 
scneme  in  council,  by  observing  that  the  ene- 
my would  be  thus  decoyed  from  their  harbour, 
and  undoubtedly  intercepted  in  their  passage 
by  the  Japanese  squadron.  This  plan  was 
applauded  as  one  of  the  most  ingenious 
Btrata^ms  that  ever  was  devised ;  and  Fika- 
kaka  msisted  upon  kissing  his  posteriors,  as 
the  most  honourable  mark  of  his  approbation. 

Philosophers  have  observed,  that  the  mo- 
tives of  actions  are  not  to  be  estimated  by 
events.  Fortune  did  not  altogether  fulfil  the 
expectations  oC  the  council.  General  Koan 
suffered  himself  and  his  army  to  be  decoyed 
into  the  middle  of  a  wood,  where  they  stood 
like  sheep  in  the  shambles,  to  be  slaughtered 
by  an  unseen  enemy.  The  Chinese  suc- 
coare  perceiving  their  harbour  open,  set  sail 
for  Fatsissio,  which  they  reached  in  safety, 
by  changing  their  course  about  one  degree 
from  the  common  route ;  while  the  Japanese 
fune  continued  cruising  among  the  fogs,  un- 
til the  ships  were  shattered  by  storms,  and 
the  crews  more  than  half  destroyed  by  cold 
and  distemper. 

When  the  news  of  these  disasters  arrived, 
great  commotion  arose  in  the  council.  The 
dairo  Got-hama-baha  fluttered,  and  clucked, 
and  cackled,  and  hissed,  like  a  goose  dis- 
tori>ed  in  the  act  of  incubation.  Qnamba- 
*  cun-dono  shed  bitter  tears,  the  coboy  snivel- 
led and   sobbed,  Sti-pfai-nmi-poo  fnNuedt 


I  Gotto-mio  ewore,  but  the  sea  sey-seo-gnn 
Nin-kom-poo-po  underwent  no  alteration. 
He  sat  as  the  emblem  of  insensibility,  fixed 
as  the  north  star,  and  as  cold  bs  that  lumi- 
.  nary,  sending  forth  emanations  of  frigiditjr. 
Fika-kaka  mistaking  this  congelation  for 
fortitude,  went  round  and  enabraced  him 
where  he  sat^  exclaiming, — "  My  dear  da^, 
sey-seo-gun,  what  would  you  advise  in  this 
dilemma  1"  But  the  contact  had  almost  cost 
him  his  life :  for  the  touch  of  Nin-kom-poo- 
po,  thus  congealed,  had  the  same  effect  as 
that  of  the  fish  called  torpor.  The  cuboy's 
whole  body  was  instantly  benumbed  ;  and  if 
his  friends  had  not  instantly  poured  down 
his  throat  a  considerable  quantity  of  strong 
spirit,  the  circulation  would  have  ceasCT. 
This  is  what  philosophers  call  a  generation 
of  cold,  which  became  so  intense,  that  the 
mercury  in  a  Japanese  thermometer,  con- 
structed  on  the  same  principles  which  were 
afterwards  adopted  by  Fahrenheit,  and  fixed 
in  the  apartment,  immediately  sunk  thirty 
degrees  below  the  freezing  point. 

The  first  astonishment  of  the  council  was 
succeeded  by  critical  remarks  and  argument, 
ation.  The  dairo  consoled  himself  by  ob- 
serving, that  his  troops  made  a  very  soldierly 
appearance  as  they  lay  on  the  field  in  their 
new  clothing,  smart  caps,  and  clean  buskins ; 
and  that  the  enemy  allowed  they  had  never 
seen  beards  and  whiskers  in  better  order. 
He  then  declared,  that,  should  a  war  ensue 
with  China,  he  would  go  abroad  and  expose 
himself  for  the  glory  of  Japan.  Foksi-roku 
expressed  his  surprise  that  a  general  should 
march  his  army  through  a  wood  in  an  un- 
known country,  without  having  it  first  re- 
connoitred ;  but  the  fatzman  assured  him 
that  was  a  practice  never  admitted  into  the 
discipline  of  Japan.  Gotto-mio  swore  the 
man  was  mad  to  stand  with  his  men,  like 
oxen  in  a  stall,  to  be  knocked  on  the  head, 
without  using  any  means  of  defence.  '*  Why 
the  devil,'*  said  he,  "  did  not  he  either  re^ 
treat,  or  advance  to  close  engagement  with 
the  handful  of  Chinese  who  formed  the  am- 
buscade V*  "  I  hope,  my  dear  Quanbuka,'* 
replied  the  fatzman,  "  that  the  troops  of  Ja- 
pan will  always  stand  without  flinching.  I 
should  have  been  mortified  beyond  measure 
had  they  retreated  without  seeing  the  face 
of  the  enemy :  that  would  have  been  a  dis- 
grace which  never  befell  any  troops  formed 
under  my  direction ;  and  as  for  advancing, 
the  ground  would  not  permit  any  maumuvre 
of  that  nature.  They  were  engaged  in  a  cui 
de  Mc,  where  they  could  not  form  either  in 
hollow-square,  front  line,  potence,  colmnn, 
or  platoon.  It  was  the  fortune  of  war,  and 
they  bore  it  like  men  :  we  shall  be  more  fbr- 
tunate  on  another  occasion."  The  president 
Soo-san-sin-o  took  notice,  that  if  there  had 
been  one  spaniel  in  the  whole  Japanese 
army,  this  disaster  coold  not  have  happened, 
as  tM  wiiiMl  would  bmit  hmt  tht  bwhfltf 
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and  dificoFered  the  ambuscade.  He  there- 
fore propoeed,  that  if  the  war  was  to  be 
firosecuted  in  Fatsissiot  which  is  a  country 
overgrown  with  wood»  a  number  of  blood- 
hounds mififht  be  provided  and  sent  over,  to 
jun  upon  Uie  foot  in  front  and  on  the  flanks 
of  the  army,  when  it  should  be  on  its  march 
through  such  impediments.  Quamba-cun- 
dono  declared,  that  soldiers  bad  much  better 
die  in  the  bed  of  honour,  than  be  saved  and 
victorious  by  such  an  unmilitary  expedient ; 
that  such  a  proposal  was  so  contrary  to  the 
rules  of  war,  and  the  scheme  of  enlisting 
dogs  so  derogatory  from  the  dignity  of  the 
service,  that,  if  ever  it  should  be  embraced, 
he  would  resign  his  command,  and  spend  the 
remainder  of  his  life  in  retirement.  This 
canine  project  was  equally  disliked  by  the 
dairo,  who  approved  of  the  fatzman's  objec- 
tion, and  sealed  hia  approbation  with  a  pe-. 
dcstrian  salute  of.soch  momentum,  that  the 
fatzman  could  hardly  stand  under  the  weight 
of  the  compliment.  It  was  agreed  that  new 
levies  should  be  made,  and  a  new  squadron 
of  fiine  equipped  with  all  expedition:  and 
tlius  the  assembly  broke  up. 

Fortune  had  not  yet  sufficiently  humbled 
the  pride  of  Japan.  That  body  of  Chi- 
nese which  defeated  Koan,  made  several 
conquests  in  Fataissio,  and  seemed  to  be  in 
a  fair  way  of  reducing  the  whole  island.  Yet 
the  court  of  China,  not  satisfied  with  this 
success,  resolved  to  strike  a  blow,  that 
should  be  equally  humiliating  to  the  Japan- 
ese, in  another  part  of  the  world.  Having 
by  special  remonstrances  already  prepossess- 
ed ell  the  neighboaring  nations  against  the 
government  of  Japan,  as  the  patrons  of  per- 
fidy and  piracy,  they  fitted  out  an  armament, 
which  was  intended  to  subdue  the  island  of 
Motao,  on  the  coast  of  Corea,  which  the  Ja- 
panese had  taken  in  a  former  war,  and  now 
occupied  at  a  very  great  expense,  as  a  place 
of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  commerce 
of  the  empire.  Repeated  advices  of  the  ene- 
my's design  were  sent  from  diflferent  parts 

to  the  m y  of  Japan ;  but  they  seemed  ail 

overwhelmed  by  such  a  lethargy  of  infatu- 
ation, that  no  measures  of  prevention  were 
concerted. 

Such  was  the  opinion  of  the  people ;  but 
the  truth  is,  the^  were  hst  asleep.  The  Ja- 
panese hold,  with  the  ancient  Greeks  and 
modem  Americans,  that  dreams  are  from 
heaven  ;  and  in  any  perplexing  emergency, 
they,  like  the  Indians,  Jews  and  nativee  of 
Madagascar,  have  recourse  to  dreaming  as 
to  an  oracle.  Theae  dreams  or  divinations 
are  preceded  by  certain  religious  rites,  and- 
ogous  to  the  ceremony  of  the  ephod,  the 
urim  and  the  thummin.  The  rites  were  re- 
li^ously  performed  in  the  council  of  twenty. 
e^[fat;  and  a  deep  sleep  overpowered  the 
dairo  and  all  his  counsellors. 

Got-hama-baba,  the  emperor,  who  reposed 
hoB  head  upon  the  pillowy  aidea  of  Qfl'nmN- 


cun-dono,  dreamed  that  he  was  sacrificiDg  \h 
the  temple  of  Fakku-basi,  and  saw  the  deity 
of  the  white  horse  devouring  pearls  by  the 
bushel  at  on^  end,  and  voiding  corruption  by 
the  ton  at  the  other.    The  fatzman  dreanaed 
that  a  great  number  of  Chinese  cooks  were 
busy  buttering  his  brains.  Gotto-mio  dreamed 
of  lending  money  and  borrowing  sense.    Sti- 
phi-rum-poo  thought  he  had  procured  a  new 
law  fo%claopinff  padlocks  upon  the  chastitr 
of  all  the  females  in  Japan  under  twenty,  of 
which  padlocks  he  himself  kept  the  keys. 
Nin-kom-poo-po  dreamed  he  was  metamor- 
phosed into  a  sea-lion,  in  pursuit  of  a  i^hoal 
of  golden  gudgeons.     One  did  laugft  in*s 
sleepf  and  one  cried  murder.    The  first  was 
Soo-san-sin-o,  who  had  precisely  the  same 
vision  that  disturbed  the  imagination  of  tba 
cuboy.     He  thought  he  saw  the  face  of  a 
ri/^ht  reverend  prelate  of  the  bonzas  united 
with,  and  growing  to,  the  posteriors  of  the 
minister.    Fika-kaka  underwent  the  same 
disagreeable  illusion,  with  this  aggravating 
circumstance,  that  he  already  felt  the  teeth 
of  the  said  bonza.    The  president  laughed 
aloud  at  the  ridiculous  phenomenon:  the 
cuboy  exclaimed,  in  the  terror  of  bein^  en- 
cumbered with  such  a  monstrous  appendage. 
It  was  not  without  some  reason  he  cried 
•< murder!"    Foksi-roku,  who  happened  to 
sleep  on  the  next  chair,  dreamed  of  money- 
bags, places,  and  reversions;   and,  in  the 
transport  of  his  eagerness,  laid  fast  hold  on 
the  trunk-breeches  of  the  cuboy,  including 
certain  fundamentals,  which  he  grasped  so 
violently,  as  to  excite  pain,  and  extort  the 
exclamation  from  Fika-kaka,  even  in  his 
sleep. 

The  council  being  at  last  waked  by  the 
clamours  of  the  people,  who  surrounded  the 
palace,  and  proclaimed  that  Motao  was  in 
danger  of  an  invasion ;  the  sea  sey-seo-gun, 
Nin-kom-poo-po,  was  ordered  to  fit  out  a 
fleet  of  fune,  for  the  relief  of  that  island ; 
and  directions  were  given  that  the  com- 
mander of  these  fune  should,  in  his  vovage, 
touch  at  the  garrison  of  Foutao,  and  take  on 
board  from  thence  a  certain  number  of  troope, 
to  reinforce  the  Japanese  governor  of  the 
place  that  was  in  danger.    Nin-kom-poo-po 
for  this  service  chose  the  commander  Bihn- 
goh,  a  man  who  had  never  signalized  him- 
self by  any  act  of  valour     He  sent  him  out 
with  a  squadron  of  fune  ill-manned,  wretch- 
edly provided,  and  inferior  in  number  to  the 
fleet  of  China,  which  was  by  this  time  known 
to  be  assembled,  in  order  io  support  the  in- 
vasion of  the  island  of  Motao.    He  sailed, 
nevertheless,  on  this  expedition,  and  touched 
at  the  garrison  of  Foutao,  to  take  in  the  re- 
inforcement ;  but  the  orders  sent  for  this  pur- 
pose  from  Nob-od-i,  minister  for  the  depart- 
ment of  war,  appeared  so  contradictory  and 
absurd,  that  they  could  not  possibly  be  obey- 
ed ;  so  that  Bihn-goh  proceeded  without  the 
reinforcement  towards  Motao,  t}.e  principal 
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fortress  of  which  was  by  this  time  invested. 
He  hod  been  accidenullj  joined  by  a  few 
cruiserSfWhich  rendered  him  equal  in  strength 
to  the  Chinese  squadron,  which  he  now  de- 
scried. Both  commanders  seemed  afraid  of 
each  other.  The  fleets  however  engaged ; 
but  littte  damage  was  done  to  either.  They 
|Miited,  as  if  by  consent.  Bihn-goh  made 
the  best  of  his  way  back  to  Foutao,  without 
making  the  least  attempt  to  succour  ^sr  open 
a  communication  with  Fi-de-ta-da,  the  go- 
vernor of  Motao,  who,  looking  upon  himself 
as  abandoned  by  his  country,  surrendered  his 
fort«as8,  with  the  whole  island,  to  the  Chi- 
nese general.  These  disgraces  happening 
on  the  back  of  tiie  Fatsissian  disasters,  raised 
a  prodigious  ferment  in  Japan,  and  the  minis- 
try had  almost  sunk  under  the  first  fury  of 
the  people's  resentment.  They  not  only 
exclaimed  aeainst  the  folly  of  the  adminis- 
tration, but  they  also  accused  thom  of  treach- 
ery ;  and  seemed  to  think  that  the  fflory  and 
advantage  of  the  empire  had  been  betrayed. 
What  increased  the  commotion,  was  the  ter- 
ror of  an  invasion,  with  which  the  Chinese 
threatened  tlie  islands  of  Japan.  The  terrors 
of  Fika-kaka  had  already  cost  him  two  pair 
of  trunk  hose,  which  were  defiled  by  sudden 
sallies  or  irruptions  from  the  postern  of  his 
microcosm ;  and  these  were  attended  with 
such  noisome  efiluvia,  that  the  bonzas  could 
not  perform  the  barbal  abstersion  without 
marks  of  abhorrence.  The  emperor  himself 
was  seen  to  stop  his  nose,  and  turn  away  his 
head,  when  he  approached  him  to  perform 
the  pedestrian  exercise. 
Here  I  intended  to  insert  a  dissertation  on 

,  trowsers,  or  trunk  breeches,  called  by  the 
Greeks,  /S(«»ei,et  v^l^atfitttTa  ;  by  the  Latins, 
l»race€s  laxte ;  by  the  Spaniards,  bragat  an^ 
ekas ;  by  the  Italians,  calzone  largo ;  by  the 
French,  haul  de  ekaitsses ;  by  the  Saxons, 
briBCce ;  by  the  Swedes,  braekor;  by  the 
Irish,  hriechan ;  by  the  Celts,  brag ;  and  by 
tlie  Japanese,  bra*ak,  I  could  make  some 
curious  discoveries  touching  the  analogy  be- 
tween the  n«^i^»/u«T«  and  Zmtt^f  yut^Ktitf^ 
and  point*  out  the  precise  time  at  which  the 
Grecian  women  began  to  wear  the  breeches. 
I  would  have  demonstrated  that  the  ctn^v- 
lum  muliebre  was  originally  no  other  than 
the  wife's  literally  wearing  the  husband's 
trowsers  at  certain  argia,  as  a  mark  of  do- 
minion transferred,  pro  iemfore*  to  the  fe- 
male.   I  would  have  drawn  a  curious  paral- 

•  lei  between  the  Zmntf  of  the  Greeks,  and 
the  shim  or  middle  cloth  worn  by  the  black 
ladies  in  Guinea.  I  would  have  proved  that 
breeches  were  not  first  used  to  defend  the 
central  parts  from  the  injuries  of  the  wea- 
ther, inasmuch  as  they  were  first  worn  by 
the  t>rientaisin  a  warm  climate ;  as  you  may 
see  in  Persius,  braecattB  iUita  meA-^or- 
ticu9,  I  would  have  shown  that  breeches 
were  first  brought  from  Asia  to  the  northern 
puts  of  Europe,  by  the  Celte,  sprung  from 


the  ancient  Ck>manaus ;  that  trowsers  were 
worn  in  Scotland  long  before  the  time  of 
Pythagoras;  and,  indeed,  we  are  told  by 
Jamblycus,  that  Abaris,  the  &mous  High- 
land philosopher,  contemporary,  aqd  perso- 
nally  acquainted  with  the  ssto  of  Crotona, 
wore  long  trowsers.  I  myself  can  attest  the 
truth  of  that  description,  as  I  well  remember  > 
the  person  and  habit  of  that  learned  moun- 
taineer. I  would  have  explained  the  reasoas 
that  compelled  the  posterity  of  those  moun- 
taineers to  abandon  the  breeches  of  their 
forefathers,  and  expose  their  posteriors  to  * 
the  wind.  I  would  have  convinced  the  Eng- 
lish antiquaries  that  the  inhabitants  of  York- 
shire came  originally  from  the  Highlands  of 
Scotland,  before  the  Scots  had  laid  aside 
their  breeches,  and  wore  this  part  of  dress, 
long  after  their  ancestors,  as  well  as  the  south- 
ern Britons,  were  unbweched  by  the  Ro- 
mans.  From  this  distinction  they  acquired 
the  name  of  Brigantes,  quasi  Bragantea ; 
and  hence  came  the  verb  to  Ifrag,  or  boast 
contemptuously ;  for  the  neighbours  of  the 
Brigantes  beinff  at  variance  with  that  people, 
used,  by  way  of  contumelious  defiance,  when 
they  saw  any  of  them  passing  or  repassing, 
to  clap  their  hands  on  their  posteriors,  sm 
cry  Brag'Brag,  I  would  have  drawn  a 
learned  comparison  between  the  shield  of 
Ajax  and  the  sevenfold  breeches  of  a  Dutch 
skipper.  Finally,  I  would  have  promulgated 
the  original  use  of  trunk-breeches,  which 
would  have  led  me  into  a  discussion  of  the 
rites  of  Cloacina,  so  differently  worshipped 
by  the  southern  and  northern  inhabitants  of 
this  kingdom.  These  disquisitions  would 
have  unveiled  the  mysteries  that  now  con- 
ceal the  origin,  migration,  superstition,  lan- 
guage, laws,  and  connexions  of  different 
nations — sed  nunc  nan  erit  his  locus.  I 
shall  only  observe,  that  Linschot  and  others 
are  mistaken  in  deriving  the  Japanese  from 
their  neij|[hbonrs  the  Chinese ;  and  that  Dr 
Kempfer  is  right  in  his  conjecture,  8upp|osing 
them  to  have  come  from  Media  immediately 
after  the  confusion  of  Babel.  It  is  no  won- 
der, therefore,  that  bein^  Braccatorwmfilii^ 
they  should  retain  the  wide  breeches  of  their 
progenitors.  • 

Having  dropped  these  hints  concerning  the 
origin  ofbreeches,  I  shall  now  return  to  the 
great  personage  that  turned  me  into  this 
train  of  thinking.  The  council  of  twenty- 
eiffht  being  assembled  in  a  ^at  hurry,  Fika- 
k&a  sat  about  five  seconds  in  silence,  having 
in  his  countenance  nearly  the  same  express- 
ion which  you  have  seen  in  the  face- and 
attitude  of  Felix  on  his  tribunal,  as  repre- 
sented by  the  facetious  Hogarth,  in  his  print 
done  after  the  Dutch  taste.  After  some 
pause,  he  rose,  and  surveying  every  indivi- 
dual of  the  council  through  a  long  tuM,  began 
a  speech  to  this  effect — "  Imperial  Got-hama- 
baba,  my  ever-glorious  master ;  and  you,  ye 
iliostnous  nobles  of  Japan,  quanbukust  quos» 
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daji  aod  dajrgot»  my  fellows  aod  colleagues 
in  the  work  of  adrainistratioii ;  it  is  well 
known  to  you  all,  aod  they  are  rascals  that 
deny  it,  I  have  watched  and  ftsted  for  the 
puUic  weal— by  G— d,  I  have  deprived  my- 
self of  two  hours  of  my  natural  rest,  every 
night  for  a  week  together.  Then  I  have 
been  so  hurried  with  state  affairs,  that  I  could 
not  eat  a  comfortable  meal  in  a  whole  fort- 
night :  and  what  rendered  this  misfortune  the 
greater,  ray  chief  cook  had  dressed  an  olio, 
a  la  Ckme-^l  say  an  olio,  my  lords,  such  an 

•  olio  as  never  appeared  before  upon  a  table 
in  Japan — by  the  Lord,  it  cost  me  fifly  obans, 
and  I  had  not  time  to  taste  a  morsel.  Well, 
then,  I  have  watched,  that  my  fellow-subjects 
^ould  sleep ;  I  have  fasted,  that  they  should 
feed — 1  have  not  only  watched  and  fested, 
but  I  have  prayed—- no,  not  much  of  that^ 

Jes,  by  the  Lord,  I  have  prayed,  as  it  were — 
have  ejaculated — I  have  danced  and  nunf 
at  the  matsuris,  which,  you  know,  are  reli- 
gious rites — I  have  headed  the  multitude, 
and  treated  all  the  ragamuffins  in  Japan. 
To  be  certain,  I  could  not  do  too  much  for 
our  most  ezcellent  and  sublime  emperor,  an 
emperor  unequalled  in  wisdom,  and  unri- 
valled in  generosity.  Were  I  to  expatiate 
from  the  rising  of  the  sun  to  the  setting 
thereof,  I  should  not  speak  half  his  praise. 
O  happy  nation  I  O  fortunate  Japan !  happy 
in  such  a  dairo  to  wield  the  sceptre ;  and,  let 
me  add  (vanity  apart),  fortunate  in  such  a 
cuboy  to  conduct  the  administration.  Such 
a  pnnce  \  and  such  a  minister ! — aha !  my 
noble  friend  Soo-san-sin-o,  I  see  your  day- 
ship  smile.-  I  know  what  you  think,  ha !  ha ! 
Very  well,  my  lord — you  may  think  what 
you  please,  but  two  such  head-pieces— par- 
don, my  royal  master,  my  presumption  in 
laying  our  heads  together— you  won't  find' 
■gain  in  the  whole  universe,  ha !  ha !     I'll 

•  be  damn'd  if  you  do,  ha !  lia !  ha  ![*  The 
tumult  without  doors  was.  by  this  time,  in- 
creased to  such  a  degree,  that  the  cuboy 
could  utter  nothing  more  ab  anteriori ;  and 
the  majority  of  the  members  sat  affhast  in 
silence.  The  dairo  declared  he  would  throw 
his  cap  out  of  the  window  into  the  midst  of 

•  the  populace,  and  challenge  any  single  man 
of  theni  to  bring  it  up;  but  he  was  dissuaded 
from  hazarding  his  sacred  person  in  such  a 
manner.  Quamba-cun-dono  proposed  to  let 
loose  the  guards  among  the  multitude ;  but 
Fika-kaka  protested  he  could  never  agree  to 
an  expedient  so  big  with  danger  to  the  per- 
sons of  all  present.  Sti-phi-rum-poo  was  of 
opinion  that  they  should  proceed  according 
to  law,  and  indict  the  leaaers  of  the  mob  for 
a  riot.  Nio-kom-poo-po  exhorted  the  dairo 
and  the  whole  council  to  take  refuge  on 
board  the  fleet.  Ck>tto-mio  sweated  m  si- 
lance  :  he  trembled  for  his  money-bags,  and 
dreaded  another  encounter  with  the  mob,  by 
whom  he  had  suffered  soverelyin  the  flesh, 
upon  a  former  occasiwi.     The  president 


shrugged  up  his  shooldera,  and  kept  his  eye 
fixedupon  a  postern  or  back-door.  In  thie 
general  consternation,  Foksi-roko  stood  op, 
and  ofiered  a  scheme,  which  was  immediately 
put  in  execution.  '*The  multitude,  my 
lords,"  said  he,  **  is  a  many-heaiM  moD« 
ster^t  is  a  Cerberus  that  must  have  a  sop  :^- 
it  is  a  wild  beast  so  ravenous,  that  nothing 
but  blood  will  appease  its  adpetite : — it  w  • 
whale  thAt  must  have  a  barrw  for  its  amaae- 
ment : — ^it  is  a  demon  to  which  we  must  oSer 
up  human  sacrifice.  Now,  the  question  zb, 
who  is  to  be  this  sop,  this  barrel,  this  scape- 
goat 1  Tremble  not,  illustrious  Fika-kaka — 
be  not  afraid — ^your  life  is  of  too  much  con- 
sequence. But  I  perceive  tliat  the  cuboy  ia 
moved— an  unsavoury  odour  assails  my  noa- 
trils — brief  let  me  be— Btkn-goh  must  be  the 
victim — ^happy,  if  the  sacrifice  of  his  single 
life  can  appease  the  commotions  of  lua 
country.  To  him  let  us  impute  the  loss  of 
Motao.  Let  us,  in  the  mean  time,  soothe 
the  rabble  with  solemn  promises  that  national 
justice  shall  be  done ; — ^let  us  employ  erois- 
saries  to  mingle  in  ail  places  of  pld)eian 
resort ;  to  puzzle,  perplex,  and  prevaricate ; 
to  exaggerate  the  misconduct  of  Bihn-goh ; 
to  traduce  his  character  with  retrospective 
reproach ;  strain  circumstances  to  his  prejo. 
dice ;  inflame  the  resentment  of  the  vulgar 
against  that  devoted  officer ;  and  keep  up  tlw 
flame,  by  feeding  it  with  continual  fuel." 

The  speech  was  heard  with  univennd  ap- 
plause :  Foksi-roku  was  kicked  by  the  dairo, 
and  kissed  by  the  cuboy  in  token  of  appro- 
bation. The  populace  were  dispersed  by 
means  of  fair  promises.  Bihn-goh  was  pat 
under  arrest,  and  kept  as  a  malefector  in 
close  prison.  Agents  were  employed  through 
the  whole  metropolis,  to  vilify  his  character, 
and  accuse  him  of  cowardice  and  treachery. 
Authors  were  enlisted  to  defame  him  in  pu»» 
lie  writings ;  and  mobs  hired  to  hang  and 
bum  him  in  effigy.  By  these  means,  the 
revenge  of  the  people  was  aitfully  trans- 
ferred, and  their  attention  efl^ectually  divert- 
ed from  the  ministry,  which  was  the  fiiat 
object  of  their  indignation.  At  length  mat- 
ters being  duly  prepared  for  the  exhibition  of 
such  an  extraordinary  spectacle,  Bihn-goh 
underwent  a  public  trial,  was  unanimously 
found  guilty,  and  unanimously  declared  in- 
nocent ;  by  the  same  mouths  condemned  to 
death,  and  recommended  to  mercy;  bat 
mercy  was  incompatible  with  the  designs  of 

the  ad n.     The  unfortonate  Bihn-goh 

was  crucified  for  cowardice,  and  bore  his  Site 
with  the  most  heroic  courage.  His  beha- 
viour at  his  death  was  so  inconsistent  wiUi 
the  crime  for  which  he  was  doomed  to  dto^ 
that  the  emissaries  of  the  cuboy  were  fein  to 
propagate  a  report,  that  Bihn-goh  had  bribed 
a  person  to  represent  him  at  nis  esecutioav 
and  be  crucified  in  his  stead. 

This  was  a  stiatagera  very  well  calcolatai 
for  the  meridian  of  the  Japaneaa  popoboai 
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and  it  would  have  satisfied  tbem  entirely, 
liad  not  their  fears  been  concerned.  But  the 
Chinese  had  for  some  time  been  threatening 
an  invasion,  the  terror  of  which  kept  the 
people  of  Japan  in  perpetual  agitation  and 
disquiet..  They  neglected  their  business,  and 
ran  about  in  distraction,  inquiring  news,  lis- 
tening to  reports,  staring,  whispering,  whim- 
pering, clamoring,  neglecting  their  food, 
and  renouncing  their  repose.  The  dairo, 
who  believed  the  Tartars  of  Yesso  (from 
whom  he  himself  was  descended)  had  more 
valour  and  skill  and  honesty  than  was  pos- 
sessed by  any  other  nation  on  earth,  took  a 
large  body  of  them  into  his  pay,  and  brought 
them  over  to  the  island  of  Niphon,  for  the 
defence  of  his  Japanese  dominions.  The 
tnith  is,  he  had  a  Atrong  predilection  for  that 
people :  he  had  been  nursed  among  them,  and 
sucked  it  from  the  nipple.  His  father  had 
succeeded  as  heir  to  a  paltry  larm  in  that 
country,  and  there  he  fitted  up  a  cabin  which 
he  [freferred  to  all  the  palaces  of  Meaco  and 
Jeddo.  The  son  received  the  first  rudiments 
of  his  education  among  these  Tartars,  whose 
country  had  given  birth  to  his  progenitor 
Bupo.  He  therefore  loved  their  country ;  he 
admired  their  .manners,  because  they  were 
conformable  to  his  own ;  and  he  was  in  par- 
ticular captivated  by  the  taste  they  showed 
in  trimming  and  curling  their  mustachios. 

In  full  bslief  that  the  Yessites  stood  as 
high  in  the  estimation  of  his  Japanese  sub- 
jects as  in  his  own,  he  imported  a  body  of 
them  into  Niphon,  where  at  first  they  were 
received  as  saviours  and  protectors ;  but  the 
apprehension  of  danger  no  sooner  vanished, 
than  they  were  exposed  to  a  thousand  insults 
and  mortifications,  arising  from  the  natural 
prejudice  to  foreigners,  which  prevails  among 
the  people  of  Japan.  They  were  reviled, 
calumniated,  and  maltreated  in  every  differ- 
ent form,  by  every  class  of  people ;  and  when 
the  severe  season  set  in,  the  Japanese  re* 
fused  shelter  from  the  extremities  of  the 
weather,  to  those  very  auxiliaries  they  had 
hired  to  defend  every  thing  that  was  dear  to* 
them  from  the  swords  of  an  enemy  whom 
they  themselves  durst  not  look  in  the  face. 
In  vain  Fika-kaka  employed  a  double  band 
of  artists  to  tickle  their  noses.  They  shut 
their  eyes  indeed,  as  usual;  but  their  eyes  no 
sooner  closed,  than  their  mouths  opened, 
and  out  flew  the  tropes  and  figures  of  obloquy 
and  execration.  .  They  exclaimed,  that  they 
had  not  bought  t>ut  caught  the  Tartar ;  that 
they  had  hired  the  wolves  to  guard  the  sheep ; 
that  they  were  simple  beasts  who  could  not 
defend  themselves  from  the  dog  with  their 
own  horns ;  but  what  could  be  expected  from 
a  flock  which  was  led  by  such  a  pusillani- 
mous  belwetherl  In  a  word,  the  Yessites 
were  sent  home  in  disgrace :  but  the  ferment 
did  not  subside ;  and  the  conduct  of  the  ad> 
ministration  was  summoned  before  the  vene- 
rable tribunal  of  the  populace. 
6  E* 


There  was  one  Taycho  who  had  raised 
himself  to  great  consideration  in  this  self- 
constituted  college  of  the  mob.  He  was  dis- 
tinguished by  a  loud  voice,  an  unabashed 
countenance,  a  fluency  of  abuse,  and  an  in- 
trepidity of  opposition  to  the  measures  of  the 
cuboy,  who  was  far  from  being  a  favourite 
with  the  plebeians.  Orator  Taycho*s  elo- 
quence was  admirably  suited  to  his  audience: 
he  roared,  and  he  brayed;  and  he  bellewed 

against  the  m r :  he  threw  out  personal 

sarcasms  against  the  dairo  himself.  He  in- 
veighed against  his  partial  attachment  to  the 
land  of  Yesso,  which  he  had  more  than  once 
manifested  to  the  detriment  of  Japan :  he  in- 
flamed the  national  prejudice  against  for- 
eigners ;  and  as  he  professed  an  inviolable 
zeal  for  the  commons  of  Japan,  he  became 
the  first  demagogue  of  the  empire.  The 
truth  is,  he  generally  hoj^ned  to  be  on  the  * 
right  side.  The  partiality  of  the  dairo,  the 
errors,  absurdities,  and  corruption  of  the 
ministry,  presented  such  a  palpable  mark  as 
could  not  be  missed  by  the  arrows  of  his  de- 
clamation. This  Cerberus  had  been  silenced 
more  than  once  with  a  sop :  but  whether  his 
appetite  waJs  not  satisfied  to  the  full,  or  he 
was  still  stimulated  by  the  turbulence  of  his 
disposition,  which  would  not  allow  him  to 
rest,  he  began  to  shake  his  chains  anew,  and 
open  in  the  old  cry ;  which  was  a  species  of 
music  to  tho  mob,  as  agreeable  as*the  sound 
of  a  bagpipe  to  a  mountaineer  of  North 
Britain,  or  the  strum-strum  to  the  swarthr 
natives  of  Angola.  It  was  a  strain  which 
had  the  wonderful  eflTect  of  efiacing  from  the 
memory  of  his  hearers  every  idea  of  his  for- 
mer fickleness  and  apostacy. 

In  order  to  weaken  the  eflTect  of  orator 
Taycho's  harangues,  the  cuboy  had  found 
means  to  intrude  upon  the  councils  of  ;the 
mob,  a  native  of  Ximo  called  Mura-clami, 
who  had  acquired  some  reputation  for  elo-  ^ 
quence,  as  an  advocate  in  the  tribunals  of 
Japan.  He  certainly  possessed  an  uncom- 
mon share  of  penetration,  with  a  silver  tone 
of  voice,  and  a  great  magazine  of  words  and 
phrases,  whicji  flowed  from  him  in  a  pleasing 
tide  of  elocution.  He  had  withal  the  art  of 
soothing,  wheedling,  insinuating,  and  misre-  * 
presentmg,  with  such  a  degree  of  plausibility, 
that  his  talents  were  admired  even  by  the 
few  who  had  sense  enough  to  detect  his 
sophistry.  He  had  no  idea  of  principle,  and 
no  feeling  of  humanity.  He  had  renounced 
thtt'tnaxims  of  his  family,  after  having  turned 
then»  to  the  best  account  by  execrating  the 
rites  of  Fakku-basi,  or  the  white  horse,  in 
private  amon^  malcontents,  while  he  wor- 
shipped him  in  public  with  the  appearance 
of  enthusiastic  devotion.  When  detected  in 
this  double  dealing,  he  fairly  owned  to  the 
cuboy,  that  he  cursed  the  white  horse  in  pri- 
vate for  his  private  interest,  but  that  he  served 
him  in  public  from  inclination. 

The  cuboy  had  just  sense  enough  to  per- 


4S0 


SMOLLETTS  SELECT  WORKS. 


ceife  that  he  would  always  be  true  to  his 
own  interest ;  and  therefore  he  made  it  his 
interest  to  serve  the  m-— »y  to  the  full  ex- 
tent of  his  facnlties.  Accordingly  Mura- 
clami  fought  a  good  battle  with  orator  Tay- 
cho,  in  the  occasional  assemUies  of  the  po- 
pulace. But  as  it  is  much  more  easy  to 
mflame  than  to  allay,  to  accuse  than  to  ac- 
quit, to  asperse  than  to  purify,  to  unveil 
truth  than  to-Warnish  falsehood ;  in  a  word, 
to  patronize  a  good  cause  than  to  support  a 
baa  one  ;'\he  majesty  of  the  mob  snuffed  up 
the  excrementitious  salts  of  Taycho*s  invec- 
tives, until  their  juglars  ached,  while  they 
rejected  with  signs  of  loathing  the  flowers 
of  Mura-clnmi's  elocution ;  just  as  a  citizen 
of  Edinburgh  stops  his  nose  when  he  passes 
by  the  shop  of  a  perfumer. 

While  the  constitution  of  human  nature 
remains  unchdngc^,  satire  will  be  always 
better  received  tmn  panegyric,  in  those  po- 
pular harangues.  The  Athenians  and  Ro- 
mans were  letter  pleased  with  the  Philippics 
of  Demosthenes  and  Tully,  than  they  would 
have  been  with  all  the  praise  those  two 
orators  could  have  culled  from  the  stores  of 
their  eloquence.  A  man  feels  a  secret  satis- 
faction in  seeing  his  neighbour  treated  as  a 
rascal.  If  he  be  a  knave  nimself  (which  ten 
to  one  is  the  case),  he  rejoices  to  see  a  cha- 
racter brought  down  to  the  level  of  his  own, 
and  a  new  member  added  to  his  society ;  if 
he  be  one  degree  removed  from  actual  ro- 
guery (which  is  the  case  with  nine  tenths 
of  those  who  enjoy  the  reputation  of  virtue), 
he  indulges  himself  with  the  pharisaical  con- 
solation, of  thanking  God  he  is  not  like  that 
publican. 

But  to  return  fVom  this  di^ssion ;  Mura- 
clami,  though  he  could  not  with  all  his  talents 
maintain  any  sort  of  competition  with  Tay- 
cho,  in  the  opinion  of  the  mob ;  he  never- 
theless took  a  more  effectual  method  to 
weaken  the  force  of  his  opposition.  He 
pointed  out  to  Fika-kaka  the  proper  means 
for  amending  the  errors  of  his  administration ; 
he  proposed  measures  for  prosecuting  the  war 
with  vigour;  he  projected  plans  of  conquest 
in  Fatsissio;  recommended  active  officers; 
forwarded  expeditions ;  and  infused  sucli  a 
spirit  into  the  councils  of  Japan,  as  had  not 
before  appeared  for  some  centuries. 

But  his  patron  was  precluded  from  the 
benefit  of  these  measures*  by  the  obstinate 
prejudice  and  precipitation  of  the  dairo, 
who  valued  his  Yessian  farm  -above  all  the 
empire  of  Japan.  This  precious  mofsel  of 
inheritance  bordered  upon  the  territories  of 
a  Tartar  chief  called  Brut-an-tiffi,  a  famous 
freebooter,  who  had  inured  his  kurd  to  blood- 
shed, and  enriched  himself  with  rapine.  Of 
all  mankind  he  hated  most  the  dairo,  though 
his  kinsman ;  and  sought  a  pretence  for  seiz- 
ing the  farm,  which  in  three  days  he  could 
have  made  his  own.  The  dairo  Cbt-hama- 
b«b«  WW  not  ignorant  of  bis  sentiments. 


He  trembled  for  his  cabin,  when  he 
dered  its  situation  between  hawk  and 
zard ;  exposed  on  one  side  to  the  talons  of 
Brut-an-tiffi,  and  open  on  the  other  to  tht 
incursions  of  the  Chinese,  under  whoae  ansp 
pices  the  said  Brut-an-tiffi  had  acted  Ibrmeily 
as  a  zealous  partizan.  lie  had,  indeed,  in  a 
former  quarrel,  exerted  himself  with  such 
activity  and  rancour,  to  thw|irt  the  politics 
of  the  dairo,  and  accumulate  expenses  on 
the  subjec€s  of  Niphon,  that  he  was  univer- 
sally detested  through  the  whole  empii^»  of 
Japan  as  a  lawless  robber,  deaf  to  every  wag^ 
gesUon  of  humanity,  respecting  no  law,  r^ 
stricted  by  ne  treaty,  scoffing  at  all  religien« 
goaded  by  ambition,  instigated  by  cruelty. 
and  attended  by  rapine. 

In  order  to  p«|ect  th#fann  from  suck  a 
dangerous  neighbour,  Got-hama-baba,  by  an 
effort  of  sagacity  peculiar  to  himseML  granted 
a  large  submdy  from  the  treasury  of  Japan,  to 
a  remote  nation  of  Mantchoux  Tartars,  on 
condition  that  they  should  march  to  tife  as- 
sistance of  his  farm,  whenever  it  should  be 
attacked.  With  the  same  sanitv  of  foresight 
the  Dutch  might  enga^  in  a  defensive  league 
with  the  Ottoman  Porte,  to  screen  them 
from  the  attempts  of  the  moal Christian  king, 
who  is  already  on  their  frontiers.  Brut-an- 
tiffi  knew  his  ad^ntage,  and  was  resolved 
to  enjoy  it.  He  had  formed  a  plan  of  usor- 
pation,  which  could  not  be  executed  without 
considerable  sums  of  money.  He  gave  the 
dairo  to  understand,  he  was  perfect  sensi- 
ble how  much  the  farm  lay  at  Ms  mercy; 
then  proposed  that  Got-hama>baba  should 
renounce  his  subsidiary  treaty  with  the  Mant- 
choux ;  pay  a  yearly  tribute  to  him,  Bnit-an- 
tiffi,  in  consideration  of  his  foihearing  to  seize 
the  farm ;  and  maintain  an  army  to  protect 
it  on  the  other  side  firom  the  irruptions  of 
the  Chinese. 

Got-hama-baba,  alarmed*  at  this  declara- 
tion, be^n  by  his  emissaries  to  sound  the 
inclinations  of  his  Japanese  subjects  touching 
a  continental  war,  for  the  preservation  of  the 
farm ;  but  he  found  them  totally  averse  to 
this  wise  system  of  politics.  Taycho,  in 
particular,  began  to  bawl  and  bellow  among 
the  mob,  upon  the  absurdity  of  attempting 
to  defend  a  remote  cabin,  which  was  not 
defensible ;  upon  the  iniquity  of  mininff  a 
mighty  empire,  for  the  sake  of  preservings  a 
few  barren  acres,  a  naked  common,  a  poor, 

f)itifu1,  pelting  farm,  the  interest  of  which, 
ike  Aaron's  rod,  had  alreacty,  on  many  occa- 
sions, swallowed  up  all  regard  and  consi- 
deration  for  the  advantage  of  Japan.  He 
inveighed  ajrainst  the  shameful  and  senseless 
partiaftty  of  Got-hama^bsba ;  he  mingled  me- 
naces with  his  representations.  He  expa- 
tiated on  the  folly  and  pernicious  tendency 
of  a  continental  war ;  he  enlar^  opoi|  the 
independence  of  Japan,  secure  in  her  insu- 
lar situation.  He  declared,  that  not  a 
should  be  sent  to  the  continent,  nor  a 
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mnted  to  any  ffreedy,  mercenary,  freebooting 
Tartar ;  and  threatened  that  if  any  corrupt 
minister  should  dare  to  fonn  such  a  connec- 
11009  he  would  hang  it  aboat  his  neck,  like 
a  millstone,  to  sink  him  to  perdition.  The 
bellows  of  Taycho's  pratory  blew  up  such  a 
flame  in  the  nation,'  that  the  cuboy  and  all 
his  partisans  were  afraid  to  whisper  one 
syllable  about  the  farm. 

Meanwhile,  6rut-an-tiffi,  in  order  to  quick- 
en their  determinations,  withdre^if  the  garri- 
soahe  had  in  a  town  on  the  Rentiers  of 
China,  and  it  was  immediately  occupied  by 
the  Chinese ;  an  army  of  whom  poured  in, 
like  a  deluge,  through  this  opening,  upon  the 
lands  adjoining  to  the  farm.  Got-hama-baba 
was  now  seized  with  a  fit  of  temporary  dis- 
tinction. He  forted  an^paved,  and  cursed 
and  Bwore  in  the  Tartanan  langua^;  he 
declare<^  he  would  challenge  BruUan-tiffi  to 
single  combat.  He  not  only  kicked,  but  also 
.cuffed  the  whole  council  of  twenty-eiglit,  and 
played  at  foot-ball  with  his  imperial  tiara. 
Fika-kaka  was  dumb-founded :  ^ti-p!ii-rum- 
poo  muttered  something  about  a  comraistsion 
of  lunacy :  Nin-kom-poo-po  pronounced  the 
« words,  flat-bottomed  junks:  but  lus  teeth 
chattered  so  iiuch  that  his  meaning  could 
not  be  understood.  The  fatzraan  offered  to 
cross  the  wea  and  put  himielf  at  the  Dead  of 
a  body  of  light  horse,  to  obse^e  the  motions 
of  tlie  enpmy;  and  Gotto-mio  prayed  for- 
vently  within  himself,  that  God  Almighty 
would  be  pleiyied  to  annihilate  that  accursed 
farm|  which  had  been  productive  of  such 
mischief  to  Japan.  Nay,  he  eveff  ventured 
to  exclaim, — "  Would  to  God  the  farm  was 
sunk  in  the  middle  of  the  Tartarian  ocean !" 
** Heaven  forbid!"  cried  the  president  Soo-- 
aan-sin-o ;  '*for,  in. that  case,  Japan  mu^  be 
at  the  expense  of  weighing  it  up  again." 

In  tlie  midst  of  this  perplexity,  they  were 
suddenly  surprised  at  the  apparition  of  Tay- 
cho's  head  nodding  from  a  window  that  over- 
looked their  deliberations.  At  sight  of  this 
horrid  spectacle  the  council  broke  up.  The 
dairo  fled  to  the  inmost  recesses  of  the  pal- 
ace, and  all  his  counsellors  vanished,  except 
the  unfortunate  J^ika-kaka,  whose  fear  had 
rendered  him  incapable  of  any  sort  of  motion 
but  one,  and  that  he  instantly  had  to  a  very 
efiicacioua  dome.  Taycho,  bolting  in  at 
the  window,  advanced  to  the  cuboy  without 
ceremony,  and  accosted  him  in  these  words : 
*'  It  depends  upfln  the  cuboy,  whether  Tay- 
cho continues  to  oppose  his  measures,  or 
becomes  his  most  obsequious  servant.  Arise, 
illustriogs  quanbnku,  and  cast  your  eyes 
upon  the  steps  by  which  I  ascended."  Ac- 
cordingly Fika-kaka  looked,  and  sa#  a  mul- 
titade  of  people  who  had  accompanied  their 
orator  into  the  court  of  the  palace,  and  raised 
(br  him  an  occasional  stair  of  various  imple- 
ments.  The  ffrst  step  was  road^  By  an  old 
flg-box,  the  second  by  a  nightman's  bucket, 
|M  third  by  a  cask  of  hempseed*  the  fourth 


by  a  tar  barrel,  the  fifth  by  an  empty  kilder- 
kin, the  sixth  by  a  keg,  the  seventh  by  a  bag 
of  soot,  the  eighth  by  a  fisherwoman's 
basket,  the  ninth  by  a  rotten  packsaddle, 
and  the  tenth  by  a  block  of  hard  wood  from 
the  island  of  Fatsissio.  It  was  supported  on 
one  side  by  a  varnished  lettered  post,  and  on 
the  other  by  a  crazy  hoffshead.  The  artifi- 
cers who  erected  this  climax,  and  now  ex-  . 
ulted  over  it  with  a  hid6ousu;lamour,  con-  . 
sisted  of  grocers,  scavengers,  nalter-makers, 
carpenters,  draymen,  distillers,  Itohimney- 
sweepers,  oyster-women,  ass-drivers,  aldef- 
men,  and  dealers  in  waste-paper.  To  make 
myself  understood,  I  am  obliged,  Peacock, 
to  make  use  of  those  terms  and  denomina- 
tions which  are  known  in  this  metropolis. 

Fika-k&ka,  having  considered  this  work 
with  astonishment,  and  heard  the  popuhico 
declare  upon  oath,  that  they  would  exalt  ^ 
their  orator  above  all  competition,  was  affain 
addressed  by  the  invincible  Taycho.  "  Your 
qnanbukuship  perceives  how  bootless  it  will 
be  to  strive  against  the  torrent.  What  need 
is  there  of  many  words  ?  Admit  me  to  a 
share  of  the  administration.  I  will  com- 
mence your  humble  slave.  I  will  protect 
the  farm  at  the  expense  of  Japan,  while 
there  is  an  oban  lefl  in  the  island  of  Niphon ; 
and  I  will  muzzle  these  bears  so  effectually, 
that  they  shall  not  show  their  teeth,  except 
in  applauding  our  proceedings."  An  author 
who  sees  the  apparition  of  a  bailiff  standing 
Bbfore  him  irf  his  garret,  and  instead  of  be- 
ing shown  a  capias ^  is  presehted  with  a 
bank-note  ;  an  impatient  lover  stopped  upon 
Bagshot-heath  by  a  person  in  a  mask,  who 
proves  to  be  his  sweetheart,  come  to  lAeet 
nim  in  ^disguise,  for  the  sake  of  the  frolic ;  a 
condemned  criminal,  who,  on  the  moraing 
of  execution-day,  instead  of  being  called 
upon  by  thefinisber  of  the  law,  is  visited  by 
the  sheriff  with  a  free  pardon,— could  not  be 
more  agreeably  surprised  than  was  Fika- 
kaka  at  the  demagogue's  declaration.  He 
flew  into  his  embrace,  and  wept  aloud  with 
joy,  calling  him  his  dear  Taycho.  He  squeez- 
ed his  hand,  kissed  him  on  both  cheeks,  and  * 
swore  he  should  share  the  better  half  of  all 
his  power :  then  he  laughed  and  snivelled  by 
turns,  lolled  out  his  tongue,  waddled  about 
the  chamber,  wriggled,  and  nigfled,  and  nod- 
dled. Finally,  he  undertook  to  prepare  the 
dairo  for  his  reception ;  and  it  was  agreed 
that  the  orator  should  wait  on  his  new  col- 
league next  morning.  This  matter  being 
i^ettled  to  their  mutual  satisfactisn,  Taycho 
retreated  through  the  window  into  the  court- « 
yard,  and  wast^onveyed  home  in  triumph  by  ^ 
that  many-headed  hydra,  the  mob,  which  * 
shook  its  multitudinous  tail,  and  brayed 
through  every  throat  ^ith  nideoos  exulta- 
tion. 

The  cuboy,  meanwhile,  had  another  trial 
to  undergo ;  a  trial  which  he  ha^  not  fore- 
seen.  Taycho  was  no  sooner  deyrted,,  than 
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he  hied  him  to  the  dairo's  cabinet,  in  order 
to  coininunicate  the  happy  success  of  his 
negotiation.  But  at  certain  pgriods,  Got-ha- 
ma-baba's  resentment  was  more  than  a  match 
for  any  other  passion  that  belonged  to  his 
disposition,  and  now  it  was  its  turn  to  reign. 
The  dairo  was  made  of  very  combustible  ma- 
terials, and  these  had  beeiv  kindled  up  by  the 

•  appearance  of  orator  Taycho,  who  (he  knew) 
■t    had  treated  life  pOTson  with  indecent  free- 
doms, and  publicly  vilified  the  worship  of  the 
white  hofce.     When  Fika-kaka,  therefore, 
told  him  he  had  made  peace  with  the  dema- 

fogue,  the  dairo,  instead  of  giving  him  the 
ick  of  approbation,  turned  his  own  back 
upon  the  cuboy,  and  silenced  him  with  a 
boh !  Had  Fika-kaka  assailed  him  with  the 
same  syllogistical  sophism  which  was  used 
by  the  Stagy  rite  to.  Alexander  in  a  passion, 

•  perhaps  he  might  have  listened  to  reason : — 

»  9^7  »  v  o-^ec  lo-oc  «AX9t  ^^of  rut  tt^urloftt  ytU" 

•r*i,  2oi/i  u^ttc  IV6C "Anger   should  be 

raised,  not  by  our  equals,  but  by  our  supc- 

•  riors  ;  but  you  have  no  equal."  Certain  it 
is,  that  Got-hama-baba  had  no  equal ;  but 
Fika-kaka  was  no  more  like  Aristotle,  than 
his  master  resembled  Alexander.  The  dairo 
remained  deaf  to  fill  his  remonstrances,  tears 
ond  entreaties,  until  he  declared  that  there 
was  no  other  way  of  saving  the  ftirm,  but 
tl)at  of  giving  a  carte  blanche  to  Taycho. 
This  agreement  seemed  at  once  to  dispel 
the  clouds  which  had  been  compelled  by  his 
indignation^  he  consented  to  oeceive  the 
orator  in  quality  of  minister,  and  next  day 
was  appointed  for  his  introduction. 

In  the  morning,  Taycho  the  Great  repaired 
to  the  palace  of  the  cuboy ;  where  he  pri- 
vately performed  the  ceremony  of  d^culation 
a  posteriori^  sung  a  solemn  palinodia  on  the 
suDJect  pf  political  system,  repeated  and 
ffigped  the  Buponian  creed,  embraced  the  re- 
ligion  of  Fakku-basi,  and  adored  the  white 
horse  with  marks  of  unfeigned  piety  and 
contrition.    Then  he  was  conducted  to  the 

•  antechamber  of  the  emperor,  who  could  not, 
without  great  diffi^ty,  so  far  master  his 
persona]  dislike,  as  to  appear  before  him 
with  any  degree  of  composure.  He  was 
brought  forth  by  Fika-kaka  like  a  tame  bH^r 
to  the  stake,  if  that  epithet  of  tame  can  be 
given  with  any  propriety  to  an  animal  which 
nobody  but  his  keeper  dares  approach.  The 
orator,  perceiving  him  advi^nce,  made  a  low 
obeisance,  according  to  the  custom  of  Japan ; 
that  is,  by  bending  the  body  averse  from  the 
dairo,  and  ^laying  the  right  hand  upon  thv 

'  l^fl  buttock ;  and  pronounced,  with  an*audi- 

•  hie  voice, — "Behold,  invincible  Got-hama- 
baba,  a  sincere  penitent  come  to  make 
atonement  for  his  virulent  opposition  to  your 
government,  for  hi«  atrocious  insolence  to 
your  sacred  person.  I  have  calumniated 
your  favourite  fiirm,  I  have  questioned  your 
integrity,  I  have  vilified  your  character,  ridi- 
cules yoai^anderBtanding,  and  despised  your 


authori^."    This  recapitulation  was  so  di»> 
agreeable  to  the  dairo,*  that  he  saddenlj  flew 
off  at  a  tangent,  and  retreated  growhng  to 
his  den ;  from  whence  be  eonld  by  no  onetiis 
be  lugged  again  by  the  cuboy,  until  Taychi^ 
exalting  his  voice,  uttered  these  words: — 
"  But  I  will  exalt  your  authority  more  than 
ever  it  was  debased.    I  will  extol  your  wis- 
dom,  and  expatiate  on  your  generosity:  I 
will  glorify  the  white  horse,  and  sacrifice  all  * 
the  treasuciBs  of  Japan,  if  needful,  for  tk^ 
protection  of  the  fiirm  of  Yesso.*'    Wf  these 
cabal istical  sounds  the  wrath  of  Got-hsme- 
baba  was  entirely  appeased.    He  now  re* 
turned  with  an  air  of  gaiety,  strutting,  side- 
ling, circling,  flutterfn^  and  gobbling,  like  a 
turaey-cock  in  his  pride,  when  he  oisplsyv 
his  feathers  to  th«  sun.   taycho  hailed  t&e 
omen ;  and,  turning  his  face  from  the  em- 
peror, received  such  a  salutation  os^  the  or 
sacrum^  that  the  parts  continued  vibrating 
and  tingling  for  several  dnys. 

An  indentufB  tripartite  was  now  drawn 
up  and  executed.  Fika-kaka  was  continued 
treasurer,  with  his  levees,  his  bonzas,  and 
his  places ;  and  orator  Taycho  UDderiook,  in 
the  character  of  chief  scnbe,  to  protect  the 
farm  of  Yesso,  as  well  as  to  bridle  and  man- 
a^  theblatant  beast  whose  rtame  was  Le- 
gion, ^hat  a  pefison  of  his  kidney  should  - 
nave  the  presi^pption  to  undertake  such  an 
afifair,  is  not  at  all  surprising ;  the  jironder  is, 
that  his  performance  should  even  exceed liis 
premise.  The  truth  is,  he  promised  more 
than  he  could  have  performed,  ba^  not-eer- 
tain  unfofcseen  incidents,  in  which  he  had 
no  concert),  eontributed  towards  the  infatoa-* 
tion  of  the  people. 

The  first  trial  to  which  he  brought  his  as- 
cendancy over  the  mobj^was  his  procuring 
from  them  a  free  gift  to  enable  the  dairo  to 
arm  his  own  private  tenants  in  Yesso,  to- 
gether with  some  ragamuSn  Tartars  in  the 
neighbourhood,  for  the  defence  of  the  farm. 
They  winked  ^o  hard  upon  this  first  overt 
act  of  his  apostacy,  that  he  was  fully  per- 
suaded they  had  resigned  up  all  their  senses 
to  his  direction ;  and  resolved  to  show  thera 
to  all  Europe,  as  a*surprisifig  instance  of  his 
art  in  monster-taming.  This  fiirious  beast 
not  only  suffered  itself  to  be  bridled  and  sad- 
dled, but  frisked  and  fawned,  and  purred  and 
yelped,  and  crouched  before  the  orato/,  hck- 
ing  his  feet,  and  presenting  its  back  to  the 
burdens  which  he  was  pleased  to  impose. 
Immediately  after  this  first  essay,  Quamba- 
cun-dono,  the  fatzman,  was  sent  over  to  as- 
semble and  command  a  body  of  lij^t  horse 
in  Yesso,  in  onler  to  keep  an  eye  on  the 
motions  of  the  enemy ;  and,  indeed,  this  vigi- 
lant and  sagacious  commander  conducted 
himself  with  such  activity  and  discretion, 
that  he  fSon  brought  the  war  in  those  parts 
to  a  point  of  termination. 

Meanwhile,  Brut-an-tifli  continued  tolio» 
?er  on  the  skirts  of  the  farm,  atth^  head  of 
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hitt  myrmidons,  and  demanded  of  the  dairo  a 
categorical  answer  to  the  hints  he  had  given. 
Got^hama-baba  underwent  several  successive 
fits  of  impatience  and  distraction.  The  cuboy, 
instigated  bv  his  own  partizans,  and  in  par- 
ticular  by  Mora-clami,  who  hoped  to  see 
Taycho  take  some  desperate  step  that  would 
ruin  hi&  popularity ;  I  say,  the  cuboy,  thus 
stimulated,  began  to  ply  the  orator  with  such 
pressing  entreaties  as  be  could  no  longer  re- 
sist ;  and  now  he  exhibited  such  %  specimen 
of  his  oWn  power  and  the  people's  insanity, 
as  transcends  the  the  flight  of  ordinary  faith. 
Without  taking  the  trouble  to  scratch  their 
lonfl^  ears,  tickle  their  noses,  drench  them 
with  raandragora  or  geneVI^  or  make  the 
leist  apology  for  his  own  turning  tail  to  the 
principles  which  he  had  alLhis  life  so  strenu- 
ously inculcated,  he  crammed  down  their 
throats  an  obtiga,tion  to  pay  a  yearly  tribute 
to  Brut-an-tiffi,  in  consideration  of  his  for- 
bearing to  seize  the  dairo's  farm ;  a  tribute 
which  amounted  to  seven  times  the  value  of 
the  lands,  for  the  defence  of  which  it  was 

Kaid'.    When  I  said  crammed,  I  ought  to 
ave  used  another  phrase.    The  beast,  far 
'from  showing  any  si^s  of  loathing,  closed 
its  eyes,  opened  its  hideous  jaws,  and  as  it 
swallowed  the  inglorious  bond,  wpgirod  its 
tail  in  token  of  entire  satisfaction.     ^ 

No  fritter  on  Shrove  Tuesday  was  ever 
more  dexterously  turned,  than  were  the  by- 
drag's  brains  by  this  mountebank  in  patriot- 
ism, xMb  juggler  in  politics,  this  cat  in  pan, 
or  oaico  M  pan,  or  JtatTte  ir»f  in  principle. 
Some  people  gave  out  that  he  dent  with  a 
conjurer,  aud  others  scrupled  nci^te  insinuate 
that  he  had  sold  himself  to  the  evil  spirit. 
But  there  was  no  occasion  for  a  conjurer  to  » 
deceive  those  whom  the  demon  of  folly  jiad 
previously  confounded ;  and  as  to  selling,  he 
sold  nothing  but  the  interest  of  his  country, 
and  of  that  he  mstfe  a  very  bad  bargain.  Be 
that  as  it  may,  the  Japanese  now  viewed 
Brut-an-tiffi  either  through  a  new  perspec- 
tive, or  else  surveyed  him  wilh  organs  en- 
tirely metamorphosed.  Yesterday  they  de- 
tested him  as  a  profligate  ruffian,  lost  to  all 
sense  of  honesty  and  shame,  addicted  to  all 
manner  of  vice,  a  scoffer  at  religion,  particu- 
larly that  of  Fakku-basi,  the  scoui^  of  hu- 
man nature,  and  the  inveterate  enemy  of 
Japan.'  To-day  they  glorified  him  as  an  un- 
blemished hero,  the  protector  of  good  faith, 
the  mirror  of  honesty,  the  pattern  of  every 
virtue,  a  saint  in  piety,  a  devout  votary  to 
the  white  horse,  a  friend  to  mankind,  the  fast 
ally  and.  the  firmest  prop  of  the  Japanese 
empire.  The*  farm  of  Yesso,  which  they  had 
so  long  execrated  as  a  putrid  and  paiaful  ex- 
crescence upon  the  breech  of  their  country, 
which  would  never  be  quiet  unt^  this  cursed 
wart  was  either  exterminated  or  talKn  away, 
they  now  fondled  as  a  favourite  in6le,  nay, 
and  cherished  as  the  apple  of  tlieir  eye.  One 
would  iMve  imagined  that  all  the  inconsisten* 


cies  and  absurdities  which  characterixe  the 
Japanese  nation  had  taken  their  turns  to 
reign,  just  as  ^e  interest  of  Taycho's  ambi- 
tion required.  When  it  was  necessary  for 
him  to  establish  new  principles,  at  that  very 
instant  their  levity  prompted  them  to  re- 
nounce their  former  maxims.  Just  as  he  had 
occasion  to  fascinate  their  senses,  the  demon 
of  caprice  instigated  them  to  shut  their  eyes, 
and  hold  out  their  necks/^that^hey  might  be 
led  by  the  nose.  At  the  very '  nick  of  time 
when,  he  adopted  the  cause  of  Bmt-an-tiffi, 
in  a  diametrical  opposition  to  all  his  former 

Crofessions,  the  spirit  of  whim  and  sinffu- 
urity  disposed  them  to  kick  against  the  shins 
of  common  sense,  deny  the  Tight  of  day  at 
noon,  and  receive  in  their  bosoms  as  a  dove, 
the  man  whom  before  they  had  shunned  as  a 
serpent.  Thus  every  thing  concurred  to  es- 
tablish for  orator  Taycho  a  despotism  of  po- 
pularity ;  and  that  not  planeed  by  reason,  or 
raised  by  art,  but  founded  on  fatality,  and 
finished  by  accident,  (^uoa  Jufnter  vult 
perdere  prius  dement  at,  ^ 

Brut-an-tiffi  being  so  amply  gratified  by 
the  Japanese  for  his  promise  of  ferbearance 
with  respect  to  the  farm  of  Yesso,  and  de- 
termined at  all  events  to  make  some  new 
acquisition,  turned  his  eyes  upon  the  domains 
of  Pol-hassan-akousti,  anotlier  of  his  neigh- 
bours, who  had  formed  a  most  beautiful  co- 
lony in  this  part  of  Tartary ;  and  rushed  upon 
it  at  a  minute's  warning.  His  resolution  in 
this  respect  was  so  sdddenly  taken,  and 
quickly  executed,  that  he  had  not  yet  formed 
any  excuse  for  this  outrage,  in  order  to  save 
appearances.  Without  giving  himself  the 
trouble  to  invent  a  pretence,  he  drove  bid 
Pol-hassae-akousti  out  of  his  residence,  com- 
pelled the  domestics  of  that  prince  to  enter 
amonff  his  own  banditti,  plundered  his  hoose, 
seized  the  archives  of  his  family,  threatened 
to  shoot  the  ancient  gentlewoman  his  wife, 
exacted  heavy  contribution  from  the  tenants, 
then  dispersed  a  manifesto,  in  which  he  de- 
clared himself  the  best  fiiend  of  the  said 
Akousti  and  his  spouaen  assuring  him  he 
would  take  care  of  his  estate  as  a  precious 
deposit,  to  be  restored  to  him  in  due  season. 
Iniihe  mean  time,  he  thought  proper  to  se- 
quester the  rei\^,  that  they  might  not  enable 
Pol-hassan  to  take  any  measuNS  that  should 
conduce  to  his  own  prejudice.  As  for  the 
articles  of  meat,  drink,  clothing,  and  lodg- 
ing, for  him  and  his  wife  and  a  large  family 
of  small  children,  he  had  nothing  to  do  but 
depend  upon  Providence,  until  tSe  present 
troubles  should  be  appeased.  His  behaviour 
on  this  occasion.  Peacock,  puts  me  in  mind 
of  the  Spaniard  whom  Philip  II.  employed 
to  assassinate  his  own  son  Don  Carlos.  This 
compassionate  Castilian^hen  the  prince  be- 
gan to  deplore  his  fate,  twirled  his  musta- 
chio,  pronouncing,  with  great  gravity,  t|iese 
words  of  comfort, — ^^CaUa^  calla,  senon^odo 
que  Me  Haze  es  par  eujtienf^  */X  beg  your 
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highness  won't  make  any  noise— this  is  all 
ibr  your  own  good:"  or  the  politeness  of 
Gibbet,  in  the  play  callecl  the  Beaux  Strata- 
gem, who  says  to  Mrs  Sullen, — **  Your  jewels, 
madam,  if  you  please— don't  be  under  any 
uneasiness,  madam — ^if  you  make  any  noise, 
I  shall  blow  your  brains  out — ^I  have  a  par- 

t,  ticular  regard  for  the  ladies,  madam." 

But  the  possession  of  Pol-hassan's  de- 
p  mesnes  was  not  tlfe  ultimate  aim  of  Brut- 
an-tiffi.  He  had  an  eye  to  a  fair  and  fertile 
province  belonging  to  a  Tartar  princess  of 
the  houHe  of  Ostrog.  He  saw  himself  at  the 
head  of  a  numerous  banditti  trained  to  war, 
fleshed  in  carnage,  and  eager  for  rapine ;  his 
coffers  were  filled  with  the  spoils  he  had  ga- 
thered in  his  former  freebooting  expeditions ; 
and  the  incredible  sums  paid  him  as  an  an- 
nual tribute  from  Japan,  added  to  his  other 

'  advantages,  rendered  him  one  of  the  most 
formidable  chiefs  in  all  Tartary.  Thus  elated 
with  the  consciousness  of  his  own  stren^h, 
he  resolved  to  make  a  sudden  irruption  into 
the  dominions  of  Ostrog,  at  a  season  of  the 
year  when  that  house  could  not  avail  itself* 
of  the  alliances  they  had  formed  with  the 
other  powers ;  and  he  did  not  doubt  but  that, 
in  a  few  weeks,  he  should  be  able  to  subdue  the 
whole  country  belonging  to  the  Amazonian 
princess.  But  I  can  tell  thee.  Peacock*  his 
views  extended  farther  than  the  conquest  of 
the  Ostrog  dominions.  He  even  aspired  at 
the  empire  of  Tartary,  and  had  formed  the , 
design  of  deposing  the  great  chan^  who  was 
intimately  connected  with  the  princess  of 
Ostrog.  Inspired  by  these  projects,  he,  at 
the  beginning  of  winter,  suddenly  poured 
like  a  deluge  into  one  of  the  provinces  that 
owned  this  Amazonian's  sway ;  b€t  he  had 
hardly  gained  the  passes  of  the  mountains, 
when  he  found  himself  opposed  by  a  nume- 
rous body  of  forces,  assembled  under  the 
command  of  a  celebrated  general,  who  gave 
him  battle  without  hesitation,  and  handled 
him  so  roughly,  that  he  was  fain  to  retreat 
into  the  demesnes  of  Pol-hassan,  where  he 
spettt  the  greatest  part  of  the  winter  in  ex- 
acting contributions,  and  extending  the  reign 
of  desolation. 

All  the  petty  princes  and  states  who  hM 
of  the  great  cham  began  to  trsmble  for  their 
dominions ;  and  the  cham  himself  was  so 
much  alarmed  at  the  lawless  proceedings  of 
Brut-an-tiffi,  that  he  convoked  a  general  as- 
sembly of  all  the  potentates  who  possessed 
fiefs  m  the  empire,  in  order  to  deliberate 
upon  measnres  for  restraining  the  ambitioiv 
of  this  ferocious  fVeebooter.  Among  others, 
the  dairo  of  Japan,  as  lord  of  the  farm  of 
Yesso,  sent  a  deputy  to  this  convention,  who, 
in  his  master's  name,  solemnly  disclaimed 
and  prolbflsed  his  wdstestation  of  Brut-an- 
liffi's  proceedings,  which  indeed  were  uni- 
versally condemned.  The  truth  is,  he  at 
this  period  dreaded  the  resentment  of  all  the 

ntlwr  more  than  he  feared 


the  menaces  of  Brutoui-tiffi ;  and,  in  paitt* 
cular,  apprehended  a  sentence  of  outiftwty 
from  the  cham,  by  which  at  once  be  woald 
have  forfeited  all  legal  title  to  his  beloved 
farm.    Brun-an-tiffi,  on  the  other  hand*  be. 
gan  to  raise  a  piteous  clamour,  as  if  he  meant 
to  excite  compassion.    He  declared  himself 
a  poor  injured  prince,  who  had  been  a  dape 
to  the  hones^  and  humanity  of  his  own 
heart.    He  affirmed  that  the  Amazon  of  Os- 
trog had  entered  into  a  conspiracy  against 
him,  with  the  Mantchoux  Tartars,  and  Prince 
Akousti.    He  published  particulars  of  this 
dreadful  conjuration,  which  appeared  to  be 
no  other  than  a  defensive  alliance,  formed  in 
the  apprehensiorf  that  he  would  fall  upon 
some  of  them,  without  any  regard  to  trea^» 
as  he  had  done  on  a  former  occasion,  wbea 
he  seized  one  of  the  Amazon's  best  provinces. 
He  publicly  taxed  the  dairo  of  Japan  witb 
having  prompted  him  to  commence  hoetili- 
ties,  and  hinted  that  the  said  dairo  was  to 
have  shared  his  conquests.    He  openly  en- 
treated his  co-estates  to  interpose  their  influ- 
ence towards  the  re-establishment  of  peace 
in  the  empire ;  and  gave  them  privately  to 
understand,  that  he  would  ravage  their  ter- 
ritories without  mercy,  should  they  ccmcur 
with  the  cham  in  any  sentence  to  h»  (rae- 
judice.' 

As  he  had  miscarried  in  his  first  attempt, 
and  perceived  a  terrible  cloud  gathermg 
around  him,  in  all  probability  he  would  have 
been  glad  to  compound  matters  at  thia  jone- 
ture,  on  condition  of  being  left  in  9$utu  fuo; 
but  this  v^  a  condition  not  to  be  obtained. 
The  princess  of  Ostrog  had  by  this  time 
formed  such  a  confederacy  as  threatened  him 
with  utter  destruction.  She  had  contracted 
an  offensive  and  defensive  alliance  with  the 
Chinese,  the  Mantchoux  and  the  Serednee 
Tartars ;  and  each  of  these  powers  engaged 
to  furnish  a  separate  army  to  humble  the 
insolence  of  Brut-an-tifli.  The  majority  of 
the  Tartar  fie6  agreed  to  raise  a  nody  of 
forces  to  act  against  him  as  a  disturber  of 
the  public  peace ;  the  great  cham  threatened 
him  with  a  decree  of  outlawry  and  rebellion ; 
and  the  Amtfzon  herself  opposed  him  at  the 
head  of  a  very  numerous  and  warlike  tribe, 
which  had  always  been  considered  as  the 
most  formidable  in  that  part  of  Taitary. 
Thus  powerfully  sustained,  she  resolved  to 
enjoy  her  reven^,  and  at  any  rate  retrieve 
the  province  which  had  been  ravished  from 
her  by  Bnit-an-tiffi,  at  a  time  when  she  was 
embarrassed  with  other  difficulties.  Brut- 
an-tiffi  did  not  think  himself  so  reduced  as 
to  purchase  peace  with  such  a  sacrifice. 
The  Mantchoux  were  at  a  great  distance, 
naturally  slow  in  their  motions,  and  had  a 
ver^  long  ii|funch  through  a  desert  country, 
whtch  tli^y  would  not  attempt  without  having 
first  provided  prodigious  magazines.  The 
Serednee  were  a  divided  people,  amo^g 
whom  he  had  made  shift  to  foment  intustiBir 
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divieione,  that  would  iiopede  the  national 
operations  of  the  war.  Tiie  Japanese  fatz- 
nan  formed  a  strong  barrier  between  him 
and  the  Chinese ;  the  army  furnished  by  the 
fiefs  he  despised,  as  raw  and  undisciplined 
militia ;  besides,  their  declaring  against  him 
afforded  a  specious  pretence  for  laying  their 
respective  dominions  under  contribution.  But 
he  chiefly  depended  upon  the  coffers  of  Japan, 
which  he  firmly  believed  would  hold  out  until 
all  his  enemies  should  be  utterly  exhausted. 
As  this  freebooter  was  a  principal  charac- 
ter in  the  drama  which  I  intend  to  rehearse, 
I  shall  sketch  his  portrait  according  to  the 
information  I  received  from  a  fellow-atom 
who  once  resided  at  his  court,  constituting 
part  in  one  of  the  organs  belonging  to  his 
first  chamberlain.  Uis  stature  was  under 
the  middle  size:  his  aspect  mean  and  forbid- 
ding, with  a  certain  expression  which  did 
not  at  all  prepossess  the  spectator  in  favour 
of  his  morals.  Had  an  accurate  observer 
beheld  him  without  any  exterior  distinctions 
in  the  streets  of  this  metropolis,  he  would 
have  naturally  clapped  his  hands  to  his  pock- 
ets. Thou  hast  seen  the  character  of  Gibbet 
represented  on  the  stage  by  a  late  comedian 
of  expressive  feature.  Nature  sometimes 
makes  a  strange  contrast  between  the  interior 
workmanship  and  the  exterior  form ;  but  here 
the  one  reflected  a  true  image  of  the  other. 
His  heart  never  felt  an  impression  of  tender- 
ness ;  his  notions  of  right  and  wrong  did  not 
refer  to  any  idea  of  l^nevolence,  but  were 
founded  entirely  on  the  convenience  of  hu- 
man commerce ;  and  there  was  nothing  so- 
cial in  the  turn  of  his  disposition.  By  nature 
he  was  stern,  insolent  and  rapacious ;  unin- 
fluenced by  any  motive  of  humanity,  unawed 
by  any  precept  of  religion.  With  respect  to 
religion,  he  took  all  opportunities  of  exposing 
it  to  ridicule  and  contempt.  Liberty  of  con- 
science he  allowed  to  such  extent,  as  ex- 
ceeded the  bounds  of  decorum,  and  disgraced 
all  legblation.  He  pardoned  a  criminal  con- 
victed of  bestiality;  and  publicly  declared, 
that  all  modes  of  religion,  and  every  species 
of  amour,  might  be  freely  practised  and  pro- 
secuted  through  all  his  dominions.  His  ca- 
pacity was  of  the  middling  mould,  and  he 
nad  taken  some  pains  to  cultivate  his  under- 
standing. He  had  studied  the  Chinese  lan- 
guage, which  he  spoke  with  fluency;  and 
Eiqued  himself  upon  hie  learning,  which  was 
at  superficial.  His  temper  was  so  capri- 
cious and  inconstant,  that  it  was  impossible 
even  for  those  who  knew  him  best  to  foresee 
any  one  particular  of  his  personal  demeanour. 
The  same  individual  he  would  caress  and 
insult  by  turns,  without  the  least  apparent 
change  of  circumstance.  He  has  been  known 
to  dismiss  one  of  his  favourites  with  parti- 
cular marks  of  regard,  and  the  most  flatter. 
ing  professions  of  affection :  and,  before  he 
hM  time  to  pull  off  his  buskins  at  bis  own 
faouas,  he  has  been  hurried  on  horseback  by  I 


a  detachment  of  cavalry,  and  conveyed  to 
the  frontiers.  Thus  hiuassed,  without  re- 
freshment or  repose,  he  was  brought  back  by 
another  party,  and  reconveyed  to  the  pre- 
sence of  Brut-an-tifli,  who  embraced  him  at 
meeting,  and  gently  chid  him  for  having 
been  so  long  lUwent.  The  fixed  principles 
of  this  Tartar  were  these ;  insatiable  rapa- 
city, restless  ambition,  and  an  insuperable 
contempt  for  the  Japaneic  nation.  His  max-  ^ 
ims  of  government  were  entirely  despotic. 
He  considered  his  subjects  as  slaves,  to  be 
occasionally  sacrificed  to  the  accomplish- 
ment of  his  capital  designs ;  but,  in  the  mean 
time,  he  indulged  them  with  the  protection 
of  equitable  laws,  and  encouraged  them  t» 
industry  fbr  his  own  emolument. 

His  virtues  consisted  of  temperance,  vigi- 
lance, activity  and  perseverance.  His  folly 
chiefl;^  appeared  in  childish  vanity  and  self- 
conceit.  He  amused  himself  with  riding,  re- 
viewing his  troops,  reading  Chinese  authors, 
playing  on  a  musical  instrument  in  use  among 
the  Tartars,  trifling  with  buffoons,  convers- 
ing with  supposed  wits,  and  reasoning  with 
pretended  philosophers ;  but  he  bad  no  com- 
munication with  the  female  sex ;  nor,  indeed, 
was  there  any  ease,  comfort,  or  enjoj^roent, 
to  be  derived  from  a  participation  in  his  pas- 
time. His  witf,  philosophers  and  buffoons 
were  composed  of  Chinese  refugees,  who 
soon  discovered  his  weak  side,  and  flattered 
his  vanity  to  an  incredible  pitch  of  infiitua- 
tion.  They  persuaded  him  that  he  was  an 
universal  genius,  an  invincible  hero,  a  sage 
legislator,  a  sublime  philosopher,  a  consum- 
mate politician,  a  divine  poet,  and  an  elegant 
historian.  They  wrote  systems,  compiled 
memoirs,  and  composed  poems,  which  were 
published  in  his  name ;  nay,  they  contrived 
witticisms,  which  he  uttered  as  his  own. 
They  had,  by  means  of  commercial  commu- 
nication with  the  banks  of  the  Ganges,  pro- 
cured the  history  of  a  western  hero,  cfldled 
Raskalander,  which,  indeed,  was  no  other 
than  the  memoirs  of  Alexander,  written  by 
Quintus  Curtius,  translated  from  the  Indian 
language,  with  an  intermixture  of  oriental 
fables.  This  they  recommended,  with  many 
hyperbolical  encomiums,  to  the  perusal  of 
Brut-an-tifii,  who  became  enamoured  of  the 
performance,  and  was  fired  wit!)  the  ambition 
of  rivalling,  if  not  excelling,  Raskalander, 
not  only  as  a  warrior,  but  likewise  as  a 
patron  of  taste,  and  a  protector  of  the  liberal 
arts.  As  Alexander  deposited  Homer's  Iliad 
in  a  precious  casket,  so  Brut-an-tifiS  procured 
a  golden  box  for  preserving  this  sophistica- 
tion of  Quintus  Curtius.  It  was  his  constant 
companion ;  he  affected  to  read  it  in  public, 
and  to  lay  it  under  his  pillow  at  night. 

Thus  pampered  with  adulation,  and  intox* 
icated  with  dreams  of  conquest,  he  made  no 
doubt  of  being  able  to  establish  a  new  em- 
pire in  Tartary,  which  should  entirelv  ecliMe     , 
the  kingdom  of  Tum-ming-qua,  and  raise  a 
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reputation  that  should  infioitely  tranBcend 
the  faine  of  Yan,  or  any  emperor  that  ever 
sat  upon  the  throne  of  Tjiibet.  He  now  took 
the  neld  against  the  Amazon  of  the  house  of 
Ostrog,  penetrated  into  her  dominions,  de- 
feated one  of  her  generals  in  a  pitched  battle, 
and  undertook  the  siege  of  one  of  her  princi- 
pal cities,  in  full  confidence  of  seeing  her 
kneeling  at  his  gate  before  the  end  of  the 
campaign.  In  the  mean  time,  her  scattered 
troops  were  rallied,  and  reinforced  by  another 
old  experienced  commander,  who,  being  well 
acquainted  with  the  genius  of  his  adversary, 
pitclied  upon  an  advantageous  situation, 
where  he  waited  for  another  attack.  Brut- 
jan-tiffit  flushed  with  his  former  victory,  and 
iirmly  persuaded  that  no  mortal  power  could 
withstand  his  prowess,  gave  him  battle  at  a 
very  great  disaidvantage.  The  consequence 
was  natural ;  he  lost  great  part  of  his  army, 
was  obliged  to  abandon  the  siege,  and  retreat 
with  disgrace.  A  separate  body,  commanded 
by  one  of  his  ablest  captains,  met  with  the 
same  fate  in  a  neiglibourinff  country ;  and  a 
third  detachment,  at  the  farthest  extremity 
of  his  dominions,  having  attacked  an  army 
of  the  Mantchoux,  was  repulsed  with  great 
loss. 

These  were  not  all  the  mortifications  to 
which  he  was  exposed  al|out  this  period. 
The  fatsman  of  Japan,  who  had  formed  an 
arm^  for  the  defence  of  the  farm  of  Yesso 
a|[ainst  the  Chinese,  met  with  a  terrible 
disaster.  Notwithstanding  his  beinff  out- 
numbered by  the  enemy,  he  exhibitea  many 
})roofs  of  uncommon  activity  and  valour.  At 
ength  they  came  to  blows  with  him,  and 
handled  him  so  roughly,  that  he  was  fain  to 
retreat  from  post  to  pillar,  and  leave  the 
farm  at  their  mercy.  Had  he  pursued  his 
route  to  the  right,  he  miffht  have  found 
shelter  in  the  dominions  of  Brut-an-tiffi ;  and 
this  was  his  intention :  but,  instead  of  march- 
ing  in  a  straight  line,  he  revolved  to  the 
right,  like  a  planet  round  the  sun,  impelled 
as  it  were  by  a  compound  impulse,  until  he 
had  described  a  regular  semicircle  ;  and  then 
he  found  himself  with  all  his  followers  en- 
gaged in  a  sheep-pen,  from  whence  there 
was  no  egress ;  for  the* enemy,  who  followed 
his  steps,  immediately  blocked  up  the  en- 
trance. The  unfortunate  fatzman,  neing  thus 
pounded,  must  have  fiUIen  a  sacrifice  to  his 
centripetal  force,  had  not  he  been  delivered 
by  the  interposition  of  a  neighbouring  chief, 
who  prevailed  upon  the  Chinese  general  to 
let  Quamba>cun-dona  escape,  provided  his 
followers  would  lay  down  their  arms,  and 
return  peaceably  to  their  own  habitations. 
This  was  a  bitter  pill,  which  the  fatzman 
was  obliged  to  swallow,  and  is  said  to  have 
cost  him  five  stone  of  suet.  He  returned  to 
Japan  in  obscurity;  the  Chinese  general 
took  possession  of  the  farm  in  the  name  of 
his  emperor ;  and  all  the  damage  which  the 
tenants  sustained,  was  nothing  more  than  a 


change  of  masters,  which  they  had  no  gresift 
cause  to  regret. 

To  the  thinking  part  of  the  Japanese, 
nothing  could  be  more  agreeable  than  this 
event,  by  which  they  were  at  once  delivered 
from  a  pernicious  excrescence,  which,  like 
an  ulcerated  tumour,  exhausted  the  juices 
of  the  body  by  which  it  was  fed.  Bmt-aii- 
tiffi  considered  the  transaction  in  a  different 
point  of  view.  He  foresaw  that  the  Chinese 
forces  would  now  be  at  libertjr  to  join  hie 
enemies,  the  tribe  of  Ostrog,  with  whom  tiie 
Chinese  emperor  was  intimately  connected ; 
and  that  it  would  be  next  to  impossible  to 
withstand  the  joint  efforts  of  the  confederacy, 
which  he  had  brought  upon  his  own  bead. 
He  therefore  raised  a  hideous  clamour.  He 
accused  the  fatzman  of  misconduct,  and  in- 
sisted, not  without  a  mixture  of  menaces, 
upon  the  dairo's  reassembling  his  forces  in 
the  county  of  Yesso. 

The  dauro  himself  was  inconsolable.  He 
neglected  his  food,  and  refused  to  aonfer 
with  his  ministers.  He  dismissed  the  fatz- 
man from  his  service.  He  locked  himself 
in  his  cabinet,  and  spent  the  hours  in  lament- 
ation. — **  O  my  dear  farm  of  Yesso !"  cried 
he,  *^  shall  I  never  more  enjoy  tliy  charms  !— 
shall  I  never  more*  regale  my  eye  with  thy 
beauteous  prospects,  thy  hills  of  heath,  thy 
meads  of  broom,  and  thy  wastes  of  sand  I 
shall  I  never  more  eat  thy  black  bread,  drink 
thy  brown  beer,  and  feast  upon  thy  delicate 

Sorkera!  Shall  I  never  more  receive  the 
omage  of  the  sallow  Yessites  with  their 
meagre  faces,  ragged  skirts,  and  wooden 
shoes!  Shall  I  never  more  improve  their 
huts  and  regulate  their  pigsties !  O  cruel 
fate !  in  vain  did  I  face  thy  mud-walled  man- 
sion with  a  new  freestone  fVont!  In  vain 
did  I  cultivate  thy  tumip-garden !  In  vain 
did  I  inclose  a  piece  of  ground  at  a  great 
expense,  and  raise  a  crop  of  bariey,  the  first 
that  ever  was  seen  in  Yesso !  In  vain  did  I 
send  over  a  breed  of  mules  and  black  cattle 
for  the  purpose  of  husbandry  !  In  vain  did 
I  supply  you  with  all  the  implements  of 
agriculture!  In  vain  did  I  sbw  grass  and 
grain  for  food,  and  plant  trees  and  furze  and 
rem  for  shelter  to  the  game,  which  could 
not  otherwise  subsist  upon  your  naked 
downs  I  In  vain  did  I  furnish  your  house- 
less sides,  and  fill  your  hunj^  bellies  with 
the  good  things  of  Japan !  In  vain  did  I  ex- 
pend the  treasures  of  my  empire  for  thy  me- 
lioration and  defence  !  In  vain  did  I  incur 
the  execrations  of  my  people,  if  I  most  now 
lose  thee  for  ever ;  if  thou  must  now  fall  into 
the  hands  of  an  insolent  alien,  who  has  no 
affection  for  thy  soil,  and  no  regard  for  thy 
interest!  O  Quamba^cun-dono !  Quamba- 
cun-dono!  how  hast  thou  disappointed  my 
hope !  I  thought  thou  wast  too  ponderous 
to  flinch ;  that  thou  wouldst  have  stood  thy 
ground,  fixed  as  the  temple  of  Fkkku-basi, 
and  larded  the  lean  earth  with  thy  carcase. 
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nther  than  leave  my  farm  uncovered ;  but, 
alas !  thou  hajit  fled  before  the  enemy  like  a 
partridge  on  the  mountains,  and  auifered 
thyself  at  last  to  be  taken  in  a  snare  like  a 
foolish  dotterel !" 

The  cuboy,  who  overheard  this  exclama- 
tion, attempted  to  comfort  him  through  the 
key-hoie.  He  soothed,  and  whined,  and 
wheedled,  and  laughed,  and  wept,  all  in  a 
breath.  He  exhorted  the  illustrious  Got- 
hama-baba  to  bear  this  misfortune  with  his 
wonted  greatness  of  mind.  He  offered  to 
present  his  imperial  majesty  with  lands  in 
Japan  that  should  be  equal  in  value  to  the 
farm  he  had  lost ;  or,  if  that  should  not  be 
agreeable,  to  make  good  at  the  peace  all  the 
damage  that  should  be  done  to  it  by  the 
enemy.  Finally,  he  cursed  the  farm,  as  the 
cause  of  his  master's  chagrin,  and  fairly 
wished  it  at  the  devil.  Here  he  was  sud- 
denly interrupted  with  a — "  fiub-ub-ub-boh ! 
my  lord  cuboy,  vour  grace  talks  like  an 
apotRecary.  Uo  home  to  your  own  palace, 
and  direct  your  cooks ;  and  may  your  bonzas 
kiss  your,  a —  to  your  heart's  content.  I 
swear  by  the  horns  of  the  moon  and  the 
hoofs  of^  the  white  horse,  that  my  foot  shall 
not  touch  your  posteriors  these  three  days." 
Fika-kaka,  having  received  this  severe  check, 
craved  pardon  in  a  whimpering  tone  for  the 
liberty  he  had  taken,  and  retired  to  consult 
with  Mura-clami,  who  advised  him  to  sum- 
mon orator  Taycbo  to  his  assistance. 

This  mob  driver  being  made  acquainted 
with  the  passion  of  the  dairo,  and  the  cause 
of  his  distress,  readily  undertook  to  make 
such  a  speech  through  the  key-hole,  as  should 
effectually  dispel  the  emperor's  despondence ; 
and  to  this  enterprise  he  was  encoura^d  by 
the  hyperbolical  praises  of  Mura-clami,  who 
exhausted  all  the  tropes  of  his  own  rhetoric 
in  extolling  the  eloquence  of  Taycho.  This 
•triumvirate  immediately  adjourned  to  the 
door  of  the  apartment  in  which  Got-hama- 
bab  was  sequestered,  where  the  orator,  kneel- 
ing upon  a  cushion,  with  his  mouth  applied 
to  the  key- hole,  opened  the  sluices  of  his 
elocution  to  this  effect.  **Most  gracious !" 
«•  Bo,  bo,  boh  !*•  "  Most  illustrious !"  "  Bo, 
boh !"  •*  Most  invincible  Got-hama-baba !" 
<'Boh!"  '<When  the  sun,  Ihat  glorious 
luminary,  is  obscured  by  envious  clouds,  all 
nature  saddens,  and  seems  to  sympathise 
with  his  apparent  distress.  Your  imperial 
majesty  is  the  sun  of  our  hemisphere,  whose 
splendour  illuminates  our  throne,  and  whose 
genial  warmth  enlivens  our  hearts ;  and  shall 
wc,  your  subjects,  your  slaves,  the  creatures 
of  your  nod— shall  we,  unmoved,  behold  your 
ever  .glorious  effulgence  overcast  1  No !  whiie 
the  vital  stream  bedews  our  veins,  while  our 
souls  retain  the  faculty  of  reason,  and  our 
tongues  the  power  of  speech,  we  shall  not 
cease  to  embalm  your  sorrow  with  our  tears ; 
we  shall  not  cease  to  pour  the  overflowings 
of  our  affect ion-^-our  filial  tendemessi  which 
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will  always  be  reciprocal  with  your  parental 
care :  these  are  the  inexhauMible  sources  of 
the  nation's  happiness.    They  may  be  com- 
pared  to  the  rivers  Jodo  and  Jodo-gava,  which 
derive  their  common  origin  from  the  vast 
lake  of  Ami.   The  one  winds  its  silent  course, 
calm,  clear,  and    majestic,  reflecting    the 
groves  and  palaces  that  adorn  its  banks,  and 
fertilizing  the    delightful    country  through 
which  it  runs :  the  other  gushei  impetuous 
through  a  rugged  channel  and  less  fertile 
soil ;  yet  serves  to  beautify  a  number  of  wild 
romantic  scenes;  to  fill  an  hundred  aque- 
ducts, and  to  turn  a  thousand  mills :  at  length 
they  join  their  streams  below  the  imperial 
city  of  Meaco,  and  form  a  mighty  flood  de- 
volving to  the  bay  of  Osaca,  bearing  on  its 
spacious  bosom  the  riches  of  Japan.''    Here 
the  orator  paused  for  breath: — ^the  cuboy 
clapped  him  on  the    back,  whispering, — 
**  Super-excellent !  O  charming  simile !  An- 
otiier  s\ich  will  sink  the  dairo's  grief  to  the 
bottom  of  the  sea :  and  his  heart  will  float 
like  a  blown  bladder  upon  the  waves  of  Ku- 
gova."    Mura-clami  was  not  silent  in  his 
praise,  while  he  squeezed  an  orange  between 
the  lips  of  Taycho;  and  Got-nama-baba 
seemed  all  attention :  at  length  the  orator 
resumed  his  subject.    '*  Think  not,  august 
emperor,  that  the  cause  of  your  disquiet  is 
unknown,  or  unlamented  by  your  weeping 
servants.     We  have  not  only  perceived  vour 
eclipse,  but  discovered  the  invidious  body  by 
whose  interposition  that  eclipse  is  effected. 
The  rapacious  arms  of  the  hostile  Chinese 
have  seized  the  farm  of  Yesso !"    "  Oh,  oh, 
oh !"     **  That  farm  so  cherished  by  your  im- 
perial fit  vour ;  that  farm  which,  in  the  north 
of  Tartary,  shone  like  a  jewel  in  the  iEthiop's 
ear ; — yes,  that  jewel  hath  been  snatched  bj  ^ 
the  savage  hand  of  a  Chinese  freebooter:-—* 
but  dry  your  tears,  my  prince;  that  jewel 
shall  detect  his  thefl,  and  light  us  to  revenge. 
It  shall  become  a  rock  to  crush  him  in  his 
retreat; — a  net   of  iron   to   entangle    his 
steps ; — a  fallen  trunk  over  which  his  feet 
shall  stumble.    It  shall  hang  like  a  weight 
about  his  neck,  and  sink  him  to  the  lowest 
gulph  of  perdition.— Be  comforted,  then, 
my  liege !  your  farm  is  rooted  to  the  centre ; 
it  can  neither  be  concealed  nor  removed. 
Nay,  should  he  hide  it  at  the  bottom  of  the 
ocean,  or  place  it  among  the  constellations 
in  the  heavens,  your  faithful  Taycho  would 
fish  it  up  entire,  or  tear  it  headlong  from  the 
starry  firmament.    We  will  retrieve  the  farm 
of  Viesso."     "But,  how,  how,  how,  dear 
orator  Taycho  ?"     **  The  empire  of  Japan 
shall  be  mortgaged  for  the  sake  of  that  pre- 
cious— ^that  sacred  spot,  which  produced  the 
patriarch  apostle  JBupo,  and  resounded  under 
the  hoofs  of  the  holy  steed.    Your  people  of 
Japan  shall  chant  the  litany  of  Fakku-basi. 
They  shall  institute  crusades  for  the  recovery 
of  the  farm ;  they  shall  pour  their  treasury  at 
your  imperial  feet  ;^they  shall  clamour  tor 


496 


SMOLLETT'S  SELECT  WORKS. 


impodition ;  they  shall  load  themselves  with 
tenfold  burdens,  desolate  their  country,  and 
beggar  their  posterity  in  behalf  of  Yesso. 
With  these  funds  I  could  undertake  even  to 
overturn  the  councils  of  Pekin.  While  the 
Tartar  princes  deal  in  the  price  of  blood, 
there  will  be  no  want  of  hands  to  cut  away 
those  noxious  weeds  which,  have  taken  root 
i«  the  fann  of  Yesso :  those  vermin  that  have 
preyed  upori  her  delightful  blossoms !  Amidst 
such  a  variety  of  remedies,  there  can  be  no 
difficulty  in  choosing.  Like  a  weary  traveller, 
I  will  break  a  bough  from  the  first  pine  that 
presents,  and  brush  away  those  troublesome 
insects  that  gnaw  the  fruits  of  Yesso.  Should 
not  the  mercenary  bands  of  Tartary  suffice 
to  repel  those  insolent  invaders,  I  will  engage 
to  cnain  this  island  to  the  continent;  to 
build  a  bridge  from  shore  to  shore,  that  shall 
afford  a  passage  more  free  and  ample  than 
the  road  to  hell.  Through  this  avenue  I  will 
ride  the  mighty  beast  whose  name  is  Legion. 
I  have  studied  the  art  of  war,  my  liege : — I 
had  once  the  honour  to  serve  my  country  as 
lance-presado  in  the  militia  of  Niphon.  I 
will  unpeople  these  realms,  and  overspread 
the  land  of  Yesso  with  the  forces  of  Japan." 

Got-hama-baba  could  no  longer  resist  the 
energy  of  such  expressions.  He  flew  to  the 
door  of  his  cabinet,  and  embraced  the  orator 
in  a  transport  of  joy ;  while  Fika-kaka  fell 
upon  his  neck  and  wept  aloud ;  and  Mura- 
cfami  kissed  the  hem  of  his  garment. 

You  must  know.  Peacock,  I  had  by  this 
time  changed  my  situation.  I  was  discharged 
in  the  perspiratory  vapour  from  the  perinieum 
of  the  cuboy,  ana  sucked  into  the  luni^  of 
Mura-clami,  through  which  I  pervadeclinto 
the  course  of  the  circulation,  and  visited 
every  part  of  his  composition.  I  found  the 
brain  so  full  and  compact,  that  there  was  not 
room  for  aoother  particle  of  matter.  But 
instead  of  a  heart,  he  had  a  membraneous 
sac,  or  hollow  viscus,  cold  and  callous,  the 
habitation  of  sneaking  caution,  servile  flat- 
tery, griping  avarice,  creeping  malice,  and 
treacherous  deceit.  Attions  these  tenants  it 
was  my  fate  to  dwell ;  and  there  I  discovered 
the  motives  by  which  the  lawyer's  conduct 
was  influenced.  He  now  secretly  rejoiced 
at  the  presumption  of  Tavcho,  which  he 
hoped  had  already  prompted  him  to  undertake 
more  than  he  could  perform ;  in  which  case 
be  would  infallibly  incur  dis^rrace  either  with 
the  dairo  or  the  people.  It  is  not  impossible 
but  this  hope  might  have  been  realized,  had 
not  fortune  unexpectedly  interposed,  and 
operated  as  an  auxiliary  to  the  orator's  pre- 
sumption. Success  began  to  dawn  upon  the 
arms  of  Japan  in  the  island  of  Fatsissio ;  and 
towards  the  end  of  the  campaign,  Brut-an- 
tiffi  obtained  two  petty  advantages  in  Tartary 
against  one  body  of  Chinese,  and  another  of 
the  Ostrog.  All  these  were  magnified  into 
astonishing  victories,  and  ascribed  to  the 
wisdom  and  courage  of  Taycho,  becauso 


durinff  his  mifkistry  they  were  obtained; 
thoughr  he  neither  knew  why,  nor  wberelbre ; 
and  was  in  this  respect  as  innocent  as  his 
master  Got-hama-baba,  and  his  coUeague 
Fika-kaka.  He  had  penetration  enough  to 
perceive,  however,  that  these  events  had  in- 
toxicated the  rabble,  and  began  to  pervert 
their  ideas.  Success  of  any  kind  is  apt  to 
perturb  the  weak  brain  of  a  Japanese ;  bat 
the  acquisition  of  any  military  trophy  pro- 
duces an  actual  delirium.  The  streets  of 
Meaco  were  filled  with  multitudes  who  sboat- 
ed,  whooped,  and  hallooed.  They  made  pro- 
cessions with  flags  and  banners ;  they  illiuni- 
nated  Iheir  houses ;  they  extolled  Ian-on-i«  a 
provincial  captain  of  Fatsissio,  who  bad,  by 
accident,  repulsed  a  body  of  the  enemy,  and 
reduced  an  old  bam  which  they  had  fortified. 
They  magnified  Brut-an-tiffi:  they  deified 
orator  Taychq;  they  drank,  they  damned, 
they  squabbled,  and  acted  a  thousand  extra* 
vagances,  which  I  shall  not  pretend  to  enu- 
merate or  particularize.  Taycho ,  who%new 
their  trim,  seized  this  opportunity  to  strike 
while  the  iron  was  hot.  He  forthwith  mount- 
ed an  old  tub,  which  was  his  public  rostnua, 
and,  waving  his  hand  in  an  oratorial  attitude, 
was  immediately  surrounded  with  the  throng*. 
ing  populace.  I  have  already  given  you  a 
specimen  of  his  manner,  and  therefore  shall 
not  repeat  the  tropes  and  figures  of  his  har- 
angue ;  but  only  sketch  oqt  the  plan  of  his 
address,  and  specify  the  cnain  of  his  arga- 
ment  alone.  He  assailed  tbem  in  the  way 
of  paradox,  which  never  fails  to  produce  a 
wonderfijl  effect  upon  a  heated  imagination 
and  a  shallow  understanding.  Having,  in 
his  exordium,  artfully  fascinated  their  facul- 
ties like  a  juggler  m  Bartholomew  fair,  by 
means  of  an  assemblage  of  words  without 
meaning  or  import,  he  proceeded  to  demon- 
strate, tnat  a  wise  and  good  man  ought  to 
discard  his  maxims,  the  moment  he  find* 
they  are  certainly  established  on  the  founda- 
tion of  eternal  truth :  that  the  people  of  Japan 
ought  to  preserve  the  fiirm  of  Yeeso  as  the 
apple  of  their  eye,  because  nature  had  dis- 
joined it  fVom  their  empire,  and  the  mainte^ 
nance  of  it  would  involve  them  in  all  the 
quarrels  of  Tartary ;  that  it  was  to  be  pre- 
served at  all  hazards,  because  it  was  not 
worth  preserving;  that  all  the  power  and 
opulence  of  Japan  ought  to  be  exerted  and 
employed  in  its  defence,  because,  by  the  na- 
ture of  its  situation,  it  could  not  possibly  be 
defended;  that  Brut-an-tiffi  was  the  great 
protector  of  the  religion  of  the  bonzas,  be- 
cause he  had  never  shown  the  least  regard 
to  any  religion  at  all ;  that  he  was  the  fast 
fticnd  of  Japan,  because  he  had  more  than 
once  acted  as  a  rancorous  enemy  to  this 
empire,  and  never  let  slip  the  least  oppor- 
tunity of  expressing  his  contempt  for  the 
subjects  of  Niphon ;  that  he  was  an  invinciUe 
hero,  because  he  had  been  thrice  beaten,  and 
once  compelled  to  raise  a  siege,  in  the  coune 
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of  two  campaigns ;  that  he'was  a  prince  of 
coDBumftiate  honour,  because  be  had,  in  the 
time  of  profound  peace,  usurped  the  domin- 
ions, ana  ravaged  the  countries  of  his  neigh- 
bours, in  defiance  of  common  honesty,  in 
violation  of  the  most  solenm  treaties;  that 
he  was  the  most  honourable  and  important 
a]Iy  that  the  empire  of  Japan  could  choose, 
because  his  alliance  was  to  be  purchased 
with  an  enormous  annual  tribute,  for  which 
he  was  bound  to  perform  no  earthly  office  of 
friendship  or  assistance ;  because  connection 
with  him  effectually  deprived  Japan  of  the 
friendship  of  all  the  other  princes  and  states 
of  Tartary ;  and  the  utmost  exertion  of  his 
power  could  never  conduce,  in  the  smallest 
degree,  to  the  interest  or  advantage  of  the 
Japanese  empire. 

Such  were  the  propositions  orator  Taycho 
undertook  to  demonstrate,  and  the  success 
justified  his  undertaking.  After  a  weak  mind 
has  been  duly  prepared,  and  turned,  as 
it  were,  by  opening  a  sluice  or  torrent  of 
high-sounding  words,  the  greater  the  contra- 
diction proposed,  the  stronger  impression  it 
makes,  because  it  increases  tlie  puzzle,  and 
lays  fast  hold  on  the  admiration,  depositing 
the  small  proportion  of  reason  with  which  it 
was  before  impregnated,  like  vitriol  acid  in 
the  copper  mines  of  Wicklow,  into  which, 
if  you  immerse  iron,  it  immediately  quits 
the  copper  which  )t  had  before  dissolved,  and 
unites  with  the  other  metal,  to  which  it  has 
a  stronger  attachment.  Orator  Taycho  was 
not  so  well  skilled  in  logic  as  to  amuse  his 
audience  with  definitions  of  concrete  and  ab- 
stract terms ;  or  expatiate  upon  the  genus 
and  the  difierence ;  or  state  propositions  by 
the  subject,  the  predicate,  and  the  copda ;  or 
form  syllogisms  by  mood  and  figure  ;  out  he 
was  perfectly  well  acquainted  with  all  the 
equivocal  or  synonymous. words  in  his  own 
language,  and  could  ring  the  changes  on 
them  with  great  dexterity.  He  knew  per- 
fectly well  how  to  express  the  same  ideas  by 
words  that  literally  implied  opposition  :  for 
example,  a  valuable  conquest  or  an  invalna^ 
ble  conquest ;  a  shameful  rascal  or  a  shame- 
less villain ;  a  hard  head  or  a  soft  head ;  a 
large  conscience  or  no  conscience ;  immense- 
ly great  or  immensely  little ;  €amned  high 
or  damned  low ;  damned  bitter,  damned 
sweet;  damned  severe,  damned  insipid, 
and  damned  fulsome.  He  knew  how  to  in- 
vert the  sense  of  words  by  changing  the 
manner  of  pronunciation :  e.  /y.  •*  You  are 
a  very  pretty  fellow  !"  to  signify,  "  You 
are  a  very  dirty  scoundrel."  "You  have 
alway$  spoken  respectfully  of  the  higher 
powers !"  to  express,  "  You  have  often  in- 
sulted your  betters,  and  even  your  sove- 
reign." "  You  have  never  turned  tail  to 
the  principles  you  professed  !"  to  declare, 
**  You  have  acted  the  part  of  an  infamous 

rtate."    He  was  well  aware  that  words 
their  signification  according  to  the  cir- 


cumstances of  times,  customs,  and  the  differ* 
ence  of  opinion.  Thus  the  name  of  Jack, 
who  used  to  turn  the  spit  and  pull  ofiT  his 
master's  boots,  was  transferred  to  an  iron 
machine  and  a  wooden  instrument  now  sub- 
stituted  for  these  purposes  :  thus  a  stand  for 
the  tea-kettle  acquired  the  name  of  footman ; 
and  the  words  camm  and  ordinance,  signify- 
ing originally  a  rule  or  law,  were  extended 
to  a  piece  of  artillery,  which  is  counted  the 
ultima  /ex,  or  ultima  ratio  regum.  In  the 
same  manner,  the  words  infidel,  heresy, 
good  man,  and  political  orthodoxy,  imply 
very  dififerent  significations  among  difiTerent 
classes  of  people.  A  mussulman  is  an  infi- 
del at  Rome,  and  a  Christian  is  distinguished 
as  an  unbeliever  at  Constantinople.  A  pa- 
pist by  protestantism  understands  heresy ; 
to  a  Turk  the  same  idea  is  conveyed  by  the 
sect  of  Ali.  The  term  good  man  at  Edin- 
burgh implies  fanaticism ;  upon  the  Ex- 
change of  London,  it  signifies  cash,  and  in 
the  general  acceptation  oenevolence.  Poli- 
tical orthodoxy  has  different,  nay  opposite 
definitions,  at  different  places  in  tli^  same 

kingdom ;  at  O and  C ,  at  the 

Cocoa-tree  in  Pall-mall,  and  at  Garraway's 
in  Exchange  alley.  Our  orator  was  well  ac- 
quainted with  all  the  legerdemain  of  his  own 
language,  as  well  as  with  the  nature  of  the  - 
beast  he  had  to  rule.  He  knew  when  to  dis- 
tract its  weak  brain  with  a  tumult  of  incon- 
gruous ideas  ;  he  knew  when  to  overwhelm 
its  feeble  faculty  of  thinking,  by  pouring  in 
a  torrent  of  words  without  any  ideas  annexed. 
These  throng  in  like  city  milliners  to  a  Mile- 
end  assembly,  while  it  happens  to  be  under 
the  direction  of  a  conductor  without  strength 
and  authority.  Those  that  have  ideas  an- 
nexed may  be  compared  to  the  females  pro- . 
vidcd  with  partners,  which,  though  they  may 
crowd  the  place,  do  not  absoli^ely  destroy 
all  regulation  and  decorum ;  but  those  that 
are  uncoupled  press  in  promiscuously  with 
such  impetuosity,  and  in  such  numbers,  that 
the  puny  master  of  the  ceremonies  is  unable 
to  withstand  the  irruption,  far  less  to  distin- 
guish  their  quality,  or  accommodate  them 
with  partners  :  thus  they  fall  into  the  dance 
without  order,  and  immediately  anarchy  en- 
sues. Taycho  having  kept  the  monster's  , 
brain  on  a  simmer,  until,  like  the  cow-heel 
in  Don  Quixote,  it  seemed  to  cry  commen- 
met  commsnme,— come  eat  me,  come  eat  me ; 
then  told  them  in  plain  terms,  that  it  was 
expedient  they  should  part  with  their  wives 
and  their  children,  ^eir  souls  and  their 
bodies,  their  substance  and  their  senses,  their, 
blood  and  their  suet,  in  order  to  defmd  the 
indefensible  farm  of  Yesso,  and  to  support 
Brut-an-tiffi,  their  insupportable  ally.  The 
hydra,  rolling  itself  in  the  dust,  turned  up  its 
huge  unwielcly  paunch,  and  wagsfed  its  forky 
tail ;  then  licked  the  feet  of  Taycho,  and 
through  all  its  hoarse  discordant  throats  be- 
gan to  bray  applause.    The  dairo  rejoiced 
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in  bis  8ucce«,  the  first  fruits  of  which  con- 
sisted io  their  ag^reeing  to  maintain  an  army 
of  twenty  thousand  Tartar  mercenaries,  who 
were  reinforced  by  the  flower  of  the  national 
troops  of  Japan,  sent  over  to  defend  the 
fitrm  of  Yesso  ;  and  in  their  consenting  to 
prolong  the  annual  tribute  |[ranted  to  Brut- 
an-tiffi,  who,  in  return  for  this  condescension, 
accommodated  the  dairo  with  one  of  his 
freebooting  captains  to  command  the  Yessite 
army.  This  new  general  had  seen  some 
service,  and  was  counted  a  good  officer ;  but 
it  was  not  so  much  on  account  of  his  mili- 
tary  character  that  he  obtained  this  com- 
mand, as  for  his  dexterity  in  prolonginff  the 
war,  his  skill  in  exercising  all  the  different 
arts  of  peculation,  and  his  attachment  to 
Brut-an-tiflS,  with  whom  he  had  agreed  to  co- 
operate in  milkinff  the  Japanese  cow.  This 
plan  they  executed  with  such  effect,  as  could 
not  possibly  result  from  address  alone,  un- 
assisted  by  the  infatuation  of  those  whom 
they  pillaged.  Every  article  of  contingent 
expense  for  draught-horses,  wagons,  postage, 
foraire,  provision,  and  secret  service,  was 
swelled  to  such  a  decree  as  did  violence  to 
common  sense  as  well  as  to  common  honesty. 
The  general  had  a  fellow  feeling  with  all  the 
contractors  in  the  army,  who  were  connected 
with  him  in  such  a  manner  as  seemed  to 
preclude  all  possibility  of  detection.  In  vain 
some  of  the  Japanese  officers  endeavoured 
to  piy  into  this  mysterious  commerce ;  in 
Tain  inspectors  were  appointed  by  the  gov- 
ernment of  Japan.  The  first  were  removed 
on  different  pretences ;  the  last  were  en- 
countered by  such  dis^accs  and  discourage- 
ments, as  in  a  little  time  compelled  them  to 
resign  the  office  they  had  undertaken.  In  a 
word,  there  was  not  a  private  mercenary 
Tartar  soldier  in  this  army  who  did  not  cost 
the  empire  •f  Japan  as  much  as  any  subal- 
tern officer  of  its  own ;  and  the  annual  charge 
of  this  continental  war,  undertaken  for  the 
protection  of  the  farm  of  Yesso,  exceeded 
the  whole  expense  of  any  former  war  which 
Japan  had  ever  maintained  on  its  own  ac- 
count since  the  beginning  of  the  empire ; 
nay,  it  was  attended  with  one  circumstance 
which  rendered  it  still  more  insupportable. 
The  money  expended  in  armaments  and 
^^rations,  equipped  and  prosecuted  on  the 
side  of  Japan,  was  all  circulated  within  the 
empire ;  so  that  it  still  remained  useful  to 
the  coTimunity  in  general:  but  no  instance 
could  be  produced  of  a  single  copan  that 
ever  returned  from  the  continent  of  Tartary : 
therefore  all  the  sums  sent  thither  were  clear 
loss  to  the  subjects  of  Japan. 

Orator  Taycho  acted  as  a  fiiithful  allv  to 
Brut-an-tiffi,  by  stretching  the  bass  strings 
of  the  mobile  in  such  a  manner  as  to  be  al- 
ways in  concert  with  the  extravagance  of  the 
Xsrtar's  demands,  and  the  absurdity  of  the 
dairo's  predilection.  Fika-kaka  was  aston- 
ished at  these  phenomena ;  while  Munuclami 


hoped  in  secret  that  the  orator's  brain  was 
disordered,  fnd  that  his  insanity  would  socm 
stand  confessed,  even  to  the  convictioD  of 
the  people.     **  If,"  said  he  to  himself,  *'  they 
are  not  altogether  destitute  of  human  reason, 
they  must,  of  their  own  accord,  perceive  and 
comprehend  this  plain  proposition :  a  cask 
of  water  that  discharges  three  by  one  pipe, 
and  receives  no  more  than  two  by  another, 
must  infallibly  be  emptied  at  the  long-mn. 
Japan  discharges  three  millions  of  obans  eve- 
ry  year  for  the  defence  of  that  blessed  fann, 
which,  were  it  put  up  to  sale,  would  not  fetch 
one-sixth  part  of  the  sum ;  and  the  annual 
balatice  of  her  trade  with  all  the  world  bringa 
in  two  millions :  ergo^  it  runs  out  faster  than 
it  runs  in,  and  the  vessel  at  the  long-run 
must  be  empty."    Mura-clanii  was  mistaken. 
He  had  studied  philosophy  only  in  profile. 
He  had  endeavoured  to  investigate  the  sense, 
but  he  had  never  fathomed  the  absurdi- 
ties of  human   nature.      AH  that  l^ycho 
had  done  for  Yesso  amounted  not  to  one- 
third  of  what  was  required  by  the  annual  ex- 
pense of  Japan,  while  it  maintained  the  war 
against  China  in  different  quarters  of  Asia. 
A  former  cuboy  (rest  his  soul!)  finding  it 
impossible  to  raise  within  the  year  the  exor- 
bitant supplies  that  were  required  to  gratify 
the  avarice  and  ambition  of^  the  dairo,  had 
contrived  the  method  of  funding,  which  hath 
been  lately  adopted  with  such  remarkable 
success  in  this  kingdom.    You  know.  Pea- 
cock, this  is  no  more  than  borrowing  a  cer- 
tain sum  on  the  credit  of  the  nation,  and 
laying  a  fresh  tax  upon  the  public,  to  defray 
the  interest  of  every  sum  thus  borrowed ;  an 
excellent  expedient,  when  kept  within  due 
bounds,  for  securing  the  established  goveni- 
ment,  multiplying  the  dependents  of  the 
m — ^ry,  and  throwing  all  the  money  of  the 
empire  into  the  hands  of  the  administration. 
But  those  loans  were  so  often  repeated,  that 
the  national  debt  had  already  swelled  to  an 
enormous  burden :  such  a  variety  of  taxea 
was  laid  upon  the  subject,  as  CTievously  en- 
hanced all  the  necessaries  of  life ;  conse* 
quently  the  poor  were  distressed,  and  the 
price  of  labour  was  raised  to  such  a  degree, 
that  the  Japanese  manufactures  were  eveiy 
where  undersold  by  the  Chinese  traders,  who 
employed  their  workmen  at  a  more  mode- 
rate expense. 

Taycho,  in  this  dilemma,  was  seized  with 
a  strange  conceit.  Alchemy  was  at  that 
period  become  a  fiivourite  studj  in  Japan. 
Some  bonzas  having  more  leamrag  and  ava- 
rice than  their  brethren,  applied  tnemselvas 
to  the  study  of  certain  Chaldean  manuscripts, 
which  their  ancestors  had  brought  from  As- 
syria ;  and  in  these  they  found  the  substance  of 
all  that  is  contained  in  the  works  of  Hermos 
Trismegistus,  Qeber,  Zosymus,  the  Panapo- 
lite,  Olympiodorns,  Heliodorus,  Agathode- 
mon,  Morienus,  Albert\is  Magnus,  and,  above 
all,  your  countryman,  Roger  Bacon*  who 
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adopted  Geber's  opinion,  that  mercury  is  the 
common  basis,  and  sulphur  the  cement  of  all 
metals.  By  the  bye,  this  same  Friar  Bacon 
was  well  acquainted  with  the  composition  of 
gunpowder,  though  the  reputation  arising 
from  the  di^overy  has  been  given  to  Swartz, 
who  lived  many  years  after  that  monk  of 
Westminster.  Whether  the  philosopher's 
stone,  otherwise  called  the  gift  azoth,  the 
fifth  essence,  or  the  alkahest;  which  last. 
Van  Helmont  pilfered  from  the  tenth  book 
of  the  Archidoxa,  that  treasure  so  long  de- 
posited in  the  occiput  of  the  renowned  Au- 
reolus,  Philippus,  Paracelsus,  Theophrastus, 
Bombast,  de  Hohenheim,  was  ever  really  at- 
tained  by  human  adept,  I  am  not  at  liberty 
to  disclose;  but  certain  it  is,  the  philoso- 
phers  and  alchemists  of  Japan,  employed  by 
orator  Taycho  to  transmute  ba£er  metals 
into  gold,  miscarried  in  all  their  experiments. 
The  whole  evaporated  in  smoke,  without 
leaving  so  much  as  the  scrapings  of  a  cruci- 
ble for  a  specific  against  the  itch.  Tickets 
made  of  a  kind  of  bamboo  had  been  long 
used  to  reinforce  the  circulation  of  Japan ; 
but  these  were  of  no  use  in  Tartary ;  the 
mercenaries  and  allies  of  that  country  would 
receive  nothing  but  gold  and  silver,  which, 
indeed,  one  would  imagine  they  had  a  par- 
ticular  method  of  decomposing  or  annihilat- 
ing;  for,  of  all  the  millions  transported  thi- 
ther,  not  one  copan  was  ever  known  to  re- 
visit Japan.  *<  It  was  a  country,'*  as  Hamlet 
says,  **  from  whose  bourne  no  travelling  co- 
pan  e'er  returned."  As  the  war  of  Yesso, 
therefore,  engrossed  all  the  specie  of  Niphon, 
and  some  currency  was  absolutely  necessary 
to  the  subsistence  of  the  Japanese,  the  orator 
contrived  a  method  to  save  the  expense  of 
solid  food.  He  composed  a  mess  that  should 
fill  their  bellies,  and,  at  the  same  time,  pro- 
tract the  intoxication  of  their  brains,  which 
it  was  so  much  his  interest  to  maintain.  He 
put  them  upon  a  diet  of  yeast :  where  this 
did  not  agree  with  the  stomach,  he  employed 
his  emissaries  to  blow  up  the  patients  a  po8' 
teriorit  as  the  dog  was  blown  up  by  the  mad- 
man of  Seville,  recorded  by  Cervantes.  The 
individuals  thus  inflated  were  seen  swagger- 
ing about  the  streets,  smooth  and  round,  and 
sleek  and  jolly,  with  leering  eyes  and  florid 
complexion.  Every  one  seemed  to  have  the 
OS  magna  sanaturum.  He  strutted  with  an  air 
of  importance.  He  broke  wind,  and  broached 
new  systems.  He  declared,  as  if  by  revela- 
tion, that  the  more  debt  the  public  owed,  the 
richer  it  became ;  that  food  was  not  necessa- 
ry to  the  support  of  life  ;  nor  an  intercourse 
of  the  sexes  required  for  the  propagation  of 
the  species.  He  expatiated  on  yeast  as  the 
nectar  of  the  gods,  that  would  sustain  the 
animal  machine,  fill  the  human  mind  with 
divine  inspiration,  and  confer  immortality.^ 
From  the  efiicacy  of  this  specific,  he  began 
to  prophesy  concerning  the  white  horse,  and 
declared  himself  an  apostle  of  Bupo.    Thus 


they  strolled  through  the  island  of  Niphon, 
barking  and  preachmff  the  gospel  of  Fakkn- 
basi,  and  presenting  their  barm  goblets  to  all 
who  were  in  quest  of  political  salvation.  The 
people  had  been  so  well  prepared  for  infatua- 
tion, by  the  speeches  of  Taycho,  and  the 
tidings  of  success  from  Tartary,  that  every 
passenger  greedily  swallowed  the  drench, 
and  in  a  little  time  the  whole  nation  was 
converted,  that  is,  they  were  totally  fi'e^ 
from  those  troublesome  and  impertinent  fa- 
culties of  reason  and  reflection,  which  could 
have  served  no  other  purpose  but  to  make, 
them  miserable  under  the  burdens  to  which 
their  hacks  were  now  subjected.     They  of- 
fered up  all  their  gold  and  silver,  their  jewels, 
their  furniture  and  apparel,  at  the  shrine  of 
Fakku-basi,  singing  psalms  and  hymns  in 
praise  of  the  white  horse.    They  put  arms 
mto  the  hands  of  their  children,  and  drove 
them  into  Tartary,  in  order  to  fatten  the 
land  of  Yesso  with  their  blood.    They  grew 
fanatics  in  that  cause,  and  worshipped  Srut- 
an-tifli  as  the  favourite  prophet  of  the  beau- 
tiful Bupo.    All  was  staggering,  staring,  in- 
coherence, and  contortion,  exclamation,  and 
eructation.    Still  this  was  no  more  than  a 
temporary  delirium,  which  might  vanish  as 
the  intoxicating  eflfects  of  the  yeast  subsided. 
Taycho,  therefore,  called  in  two  reinforce- 
ments to  the  drench.     He  resolved  to  satiate 
their  appetite  for  blood,  and  to  amuse  their 
infantine  vanity  witli  the  gew-gaws  of  tri- 
umph.   He  equipped  out  one  armameift  ift  a 
considerable  expense  to  make  a  descent  on 
the  coast  of  China,  and  sent  another  at  a 
much  greater  to  fight  the  enemy  in  Fatsissio. 
The  commander  of  the  first  disembarked  up- 
on a  desolate  island,  demolished  an  unfinish- 
ed cottage,  and  brought  away  a  few  bunches 
of  wild  grapes.     He  afterwards  hovered  on 
the  Chinese  coast;  but  was  deterred  from 
landing  by  a  very  singular  phenomenon.    In 
surveymg  the  shore,  through  spying  glasses, 
he  perceived  the  whole  beach  inHtantaneouslv 
fortified,  as  it  were,  with  parapets  of  sand, 
which  had  escaped  the  naked  eye;  and  at 
one  particular  part,  there  appeared  a  body  of 
giants  with  very  hideous  features,  peepmg, 
as  it  were,  behind  those  parapets ;  from  which 
circumstance  the  Japanese  general  concluded 
there  was  a  very  formidable  ambuscade,  which 
he  thought  it  would  be  madness  to  encountai^ 
and  even  folly  to  ascertain.    One  would  im- 
agine he  had  seen  Homer's  account  of  the 
Cyclops,  and  did  not  think  himself  safe,  even 
at  the  distance  of  some  miles  from  the  shore; 
for  he  pressed  the  commander  of  the  fune  to 
weigh  anchor  immediately,  and  retire  to  a 
place  of  more  safety.    I  shall  now.  Peacock, 
let  you  into  the  whole  secret.    This  great 
officer  was  deceived  by  the  carelessness  of 
the  commissary,  who,  instead  of  perspec- 
tives, had  furnished  him  with  glasses  pecu- 
liar to  Japan,  that  magnified  and  multiplied 
objects  at  the  same  time.    I^ey  are  called 
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pho-beron-tia.  The  large  parapeta  of  sand 
were  a  couple  of  moIe-hiTls  ;  and  tbe^gantic 
/aces  of  grim  aspect,  were  the  posteriors  of 
an  old  woman  sacrificing  sub  dio  to  the  pow- 
ers of  digestion. 

There  was  another  circumstance  which 
tended  to  the  miscarriage  of  this  favourite 
expedition.  The  principal  design  was  against 
%  trading  town,  situated  on  a  navigable  river ; 
and  at  the  place  where  this  river  disem- 
bogued itself  into  the  sea,  there  was  a  Chi- 
nese fort  called  Sa-rouf.   The  admiral  of  the 
K  fune  sent  the  second  in  command,  whose 
name  was  SeUuon,  to  lay  this  fort  in  ashes, 
that  the  embarkation  might  pass  without  let 
or  molestation.    A  Chinese  pilot  offered  to 
bring  his  junk  within  a  cable  length  of  the 
walls ;  but  he  trusted  to  the  light  of  his  own 
penetration.    He  ran  his  junk  a-ground,  and 
solemnly  declared  there  was  not  water  suffi- 
cient to  float  any  vessel  of  force  within  three 
miles  of  Sa-rouf.    This  discovery  he  made 
by  sounding,  and  it  proved  two  very  surpris- 
ing paradoxes :  first,  that  the  Chinese  junks 
drew  little  or  no  water,  otherwise  they  could 
not  have   arrived  at  the  town  where  they 
were  laid  up:  secondly,  that  the  fort  Sa- 
rouf  was  raised  in  a  spot  where  it  neither 
could  offend,  nor  be  offended.     But  the  sey- 
seo-gun  Sel-uon  was  a  mighty  man  for  para- 
doxes.   His  superior  in  command  was  a  plain 
roan,  who  did  not  understand  these  niceties : 
he»  therefore,  grumbled,   and  began  to  be 
troublesome ;  upon  which  a  council  of  war 
was  held  ;  and,  he  being  overruled  by  a  ma- 
jority of  voices,  the  whole  embarkation  re- 
turned to  Niphon  re  infecta.     You  have 
been  told  how  the  beast  called  Legion  bray- 
ed and  bellowed  and  kicked,  when  the  fate 
of  Bin-£oh's  expedition  was  known ;  it  was 
disposed  to  be  very  unruly  at  the  return  of 
this  armament ;  but  Taycho  lulled  it  with  a 
double  dose  of  his  mandragora.    It  growled 
at  the  giants,  the  sand-hills,  and  the  para- 
doxes of  Sel-uon  :  then  brayed  aloud,  Tay- 
chofor  ever  I  rolled  itself  up  like  a  lubberly 
hydra,  yawned  and  fell   fast  asleep.     The 
other  armament,  equipped  for  the  operations 
in  Fatsissio,  did  not  arrive  at  the  place  of 
destination  till  the  opportunity  for  action  was 
lost.   The  object  was  the  reduction  of  a  town 
and   island  belonging  to  the  Chinese:  but 
before  the  fune  with  the  troops  arrived  from 
Niphon,  the  enemy,  having  received  intima- 
tion of  their  design,  had  reinforced  the  gar- 
rison and  harbour  with  a  greater  number  of 
forces  and  fune  than  the  Japanese  command- 
er could  bring  against  them.     He  therefore 
wisely  declined  an  enterprise  which  must 
have  ended  in  his  own  disgrace  and  destruc- 
tion.   The  Chinese  were  successful  in  other 
parts  of  Fatsissio.    They  demolished  some 
forts,  they  defeated  some  parties,  and  massa- 
cred some  people,  belot^ing  to  the  colonies 
of  Japan.     Pe*haps  the  tidings  of  these  dis- 
asters  would  have  roused  the  people  of  Ni- 


phon from  the  lethargy  of  intozicalion  ui 
which  they  were  overwnelmed,  had  not  their 
^elirium  betn  kept  up  by  some  fasciDating 
amulets  from  Tartary  :  these  were  no  otijer 
than  the  bubbles  which  Brut-an-tiffi  swelled 
into  mighty  victories  over  the  Chineee  and 
Ostrog ;  though,  in  fact,  be  had  been  severely 
cudgelled,    and    more  than    once   in   Teiy 
great  danger  of  crucifixion.    Taycho  pre- 
sented the  monster  with  a  bowl  of  blood, 
which  he  told  it  this  invincible  ally  bad 
drawn  from  its  enemies  the  Chinese ;  and. 
at  the  same  time,  blowed  the  gay  buftibleB 
athwart  its  numerous  ejea.    The  hydra  lap- 
ped  the  gore  with  signs  of  infinite  relish; 
groaned   and  grunted  to  see    the   bubbleF 
dance  ;  exclaimed, — "  O  rare  Taycho  !*'  and 
relapsed  into  the  arms  of  slumber.    Tho^ 
passed  the  first  campaign  of  Taycbo's  admi- 
nistration. 

By  this  time  Fika^kaka  was  fully   con. 
vinced  that  the  orator  actually  dealt  with  the 
devil,  and  bad  even  sold  him  nis  soul  (pr  this 
power  of  working  miracles  on  the  under- 
standing of  the  populace.    He  began  to  be 
invaded  with  fears,  that  the  same  consider- 
ation would  be  demanded  of  him  for  the  ease 
and  pleasure  he  now  enjoyed  in  partneiiahtp 
with  that  maffician.     He  no  longer  heard 
himself  scoffed,  ridiculed  and  revued  in  the 
assemblies  of  the  people.   He  no  longer  saw 
his  measures  thwarted,  nor  his  person  treat- 
ed with  disdain.     He  no  longer  racked  his 
brains  for  pretences  to  extort  money ;  nor 
trembled  with  terror,  when  he  used  these 
pretences  to  the  public.    The  mouth  of  the 
opposition  was  now  glued  to  his  own  pos- 
teriors.    Many  a  time  and  often,  when  he 
heard  orator  Taycho  declaiming  against  him 
from  his  rostrum,  he  cursed  him  in  his  heart, 
and  was  known  to  ejaculate, — "  Kiss  my 
a — ,  Taycho ;"  but  little  did  he  think  the  ora- 
tor would  one  day  stoop  to  this  compliance. 
He    now  saw  that    insolent  foul-mouthed 
demagogue  ministering  with  the  utmost  ser- 
vility to  his  pleasure  and  ambition.    He  fill, 
ed  his  bags  with  the  treasures  of  Japan,  as 
if  by  enchantment:  so  that  he  could  now 
gratify  his  own  profuse  temper  without  stint 
or  control.   He  took  upon  himself  the  whole 
charge  of  the  administration ;  and  lefl  Fika- 
kaka  to  the  full  eujoyment  of  his  own  sen- 
suality, thus  divested  of  all  its  thorns.     It 
was  the  contemplation    of  these    circum- 
stances, which  inspired  the  cuboy  with  a  be- 
lief that  the  devil  was  concerned  in  produ- 
cing  this  astonishing  calm  of  felicity ;  and 
that  his  infernal  highness  would  require  of 
him  some  extraordinary  sacrifice  for  the  ex- 
traordinary favours  he  bestowed.    He  could 
not  help  suspecting  the  sincerity  of  Taycho's 
attachment,  because  it  seemed  altogether  un- 
natural ;  and  if  his  soul  was  to  be  the  8acri« 
fice,  he  wished  to  treat  with  Satan  as  a  prin- 
cipal.   Full  of  this  idea,  be  had  recouise  to 
his  bonzas,  as  the  most  likely  persona  to  pio- 
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«Dre  hioi  mich  an  interview  with  the  nrince 
of  darknese,  as  should  not  be  attended  with 
immediate  dai^r  to*  his  corporeal  parts; 
but*  upon  inquiry,  he  found  there  was  nof 
one  conjuror  among  them  all.  Some  of  them 
Bsade  a  merit  of  their  ignorance ;  pretending 
they  could  not  in  conscience  give  applica- 
tion to  an  art  which  must  have  led  them 
into  communication  with  demons :  others 
insisted  there  was  no  such  thing  as  the 
devil ;  and  this  opinion  seemed  to  be  much 
relished  by  the  cuboy  ;  the  rest  frankly  own- 
ed they  knew  nothing  at  all  of  the  matter. 
For  my  part,  Peacock,  I  not  only  know  there 
is  a  devil,  but  I  likewise  know  that  he  has 
marked  out  nineteen-twentieths  of  the  peo- 
ple of  this  metropolis  for  his  prey.  How 
DOW !  you  shake,  sirrah !  You  have  some 
feasoD,  considering  the  experiments  you 
have  been  trying  m  the  way  of  sorcery; 
turning  the  sieve  and  shears ;'  mumbling 
gibberish  over  a  goose's  liver  stuck  with 
pins ;  pricking  your  thumbs,  and  writing 
mystical  characters  with  your  blood ;  form- 
ing spells  with  sticks  laid  across;  reading 
erayeis  backwards ;  and  invoking  the  devU 
r  the  name,  style  and  title  of  Satkan^ 
Abrasax,  Adonai.  I  know  what  comrounica- 
lion  you  had  with  goody  Thrusk  at  Camber- 
weilf  who  undertook,  for  three  shillings  and 
four  pence,  to  convey  you  on  a  broomstick  to 
Norway,  where  the  devil  was  to  hold  a  con- 
venticle ;  but  you  boggled  at  crossing  the 
sea,  without  suc^  security  for  your  person  as 
the  beldame  could  not  give.  I  remember 
you  poring  over  the  treatise  De  volucri  at* 
Wea,  until  you  bad  well  nigh  lost  your 
wits ;  and  your  intention  to  enrol  yourself 
in  the  Rosicrusian  society,  until  your  in- 
trigue  with  the  tripe- woman  in  Thieving- 
lane  destroyed  your  pretensions  to  chastity. 
Then  you  cloaked  your  own  wickedness 
with  an  affectation  of  scepticism,  and  de- 
clared there  never  was  any  such  existence 
as  devil,  demon,  spirit,  or  goblin ;  nor  any 
such  art  as  magic,  necromancy,  sorcery,  or 
witchcraft.  O  infidel!  hast  thou  never 
heard  of  the  three  divisions  of  magic  into 
natural,  artificial  and  diabolical  1  The  first 
of  these  is  no  more  than  medicine ;  hence 
the  same  word  Pharmacopeia  signified  both 
a  wiseacre  and  apothecary.  To  the  second 
belong  the  glass  sphere  of  Archimedes,  the 
flying  wooden  pigeon  of  Archytus,  the  empe- 
ror Dbo's  singing  birds  of  gold,  Boetius  the 
consolator's  flying  birds  of  brass,  hissing 
serpents  of  the  same  metal,  and  the  famous 
speaking  head  of  Albertus  Magnus.  The 
last,  which  we  call  diabolical,  depends  upon 
the  evocation  of  spirits ;  such  was  the  art 
exercised  by  the  magicians  of  Pharaoh ;  as 
well  as  by  that  conjurer  recorded  by  Gasper 
Peucerus,  who  animated  the  dead  careass 
of  a  fiimous  female  in  Bologna,  in  such  a 
manner,  that  she  played  upon  her  instniment 
as  well  as  ever  she  had  done  in  her  life,  un- 


til another  magician,  removing  the  charm, 
which  had  been  placed  in  her  arm-pits,  the 
body  fell  down  deprived  of  all  motion.     It  is 
by  such  means  that  conjurers  cure  distem. 
pers  with  charms  and  amulets ;  that,  accord- 
mg  to  St  Isidore,  they  confound  the  ele- 
ments,  disturb  the  understanding,  slay  with* 
out  poison  or  any  perceptible  wound,  gall 
up  devils,  and  learn  from  them  how  to  tor- 
ment their   enemies.     Magic  was  known 
even  to  the  ancient  Romans.     Cato  teaches 
us  how  to  charm  a  dislocated  bone,  by  re* 
peating  these  mystical  words, — Incipe,  can^  ^ 
tare  inalto,  S,  F,  tnolas  danata  dardaries, 
Astotaries,  die  una  parite  dum  coevnt,  <^. 
Besides,  the  virtues  of  Abraca.dabra  are 
well  known ;   though  the  meaning  of  the 
word  has  puzzled  some  of  the  best  critics  of 
the  last  age  ;  such  as  Wendelinus,  Scaliger, 
Saum-iuse,  and  Father  Kircher ;  not  to  men- 
tion the  ancient  physician  Serenus  Sammo- 
nicust  who  describes  the  disposition  of  these 
characters  in  hexameter  verse.   I  might  here 
launch  out  inio  a  very  learned  dissertation, 
to  prove  that  this  very  Serenus  formed  the 
vi(ord  Abracadabra  from  the  Greek  word 
A^^«9«|,  a  name  by  which  Basilides,  the 
Egyptian  heretic,  defined  the  Deity,  as  the 
letters  of  it  imply  365,  the  number  of  days  in 
the  year.     This  is  the  word  still  fair  and 
legible  ou  one  of  the  two  talismans  found  in 
the  seventeenth  century,  of  which  Baronius 
ffives  us  the  figure  in  the  second  volume  of 
his  Annals.      By  the  bye.   Peacock,    you 
must    take  notice,  that  the   figure  of  St 
George  encountering  the  dragon,  which  is 
the  svmbol  of  the  order  of  the  garter,  and  at 
this  day  distinguishes  so  many  inns,  taverns 
and  alehouses  in  this  kingdom,  was  no  other 
originally  than  the  device  of  an  abraxas  or 
amulet  wore  by  the  Basilidians,  as  a  charm' 
against  infection  ;  for,  by  the  man  on  horse- 
back killings  the  dragon,  was  typified  the  sun 
purifying  the  air,  and  dispersing  the  noxious 
vapours  from  the  earth.  An  abraxas  marked 
with  this  device,  is  exhibited  by  Montfaucon 
out  of  the  collection  of  Sig.  Capello.    This 
symbol,  improved  by  the  cross  on  the  top  of 
the  spear,  was  ai^rwards  adopted  by  the 
Christian  crusards,  as  a  badge  of  their  reli- 
gious warfare,  as  well  as  an  amulet  to  in- 
sure victory  ;  the  cross  alluding  to  Constan- 
tino's labarum,  with  the  motto, — ir  t«t4»  ?/«% 
»*  In  this  you  shall  conquer.**    The  figure  on 
horseback    they    metamorphosed    into    St 
George,  the  same  with  George  the  Arian, 
who  at  one  time  was  reckoned  a  martyr, 
and  maintained  a  place  in  the  Roman  mar- 
tyrology,  from  which  he  and  others  were 
erased  by  Pope  Grelasius,  in  the  fifth  century, 
because  the  accounts  of  their  martyrdom 
were  written  by  heretics.  This  very  George, 
while  he  ofiSciated  as  bishop  of  Alexandria, 
having  ordered  a  temple  of  tne  god  Mythra$ 
to  be  purified,  and  converted  into  a  Christian 
church,  found  in  the  said  temple  this  emblem 
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of  the  sun,  which  the  Persians  adored  under 
the  name  of  Mytkras ;  and,  with  the  addi- 
tion of  the  cross,  metamorphosed  it  into  a 
symbol  of  Christian  warfare  acrainst  idolatry. 
It  was  on  this  occasion  that  the  pagans  rose 
against  George,  and  murdered  him  with  the 
utmost  barbarity ;  and  from  this  circumstance 
he  became  a  saint  and  martyr,  and  the  amu- 
let or  abraxas  became  his  badge  of  distinc- 
tion. The  cross  was  considered  as  such  a 
"  sure  protection  in  battle,  that  every  sword- 
hilt  was  made  in  this  form,  and  every  war- 
rior, before  he  engaged,  kissed  it,  in  token 
of  devotion  :  hence  the  phrase, — **  I  kiss 
your  hilt,'*  which  is  sometimes  used  even  at 
this  day.  With  respect  to  the  mystical 
words,  A B  AAA2,]An  AOnNAT,  which  are 
found,  upon  those  amulets,  and  supposed  to 
be  of  Hebrew  extract,  though  in  the  Greek 
character  of  termination ;  if  thou  wouldst 
know  their  real  signification,  thou  mayest 
consult  the  learned  De  Croy,  in  his  treatise 
concerning  the  genealogies  of  the  Gnosiics, 
Thou  wilt  find  it  at  the  end  of  St  Irenieus's 
works,  published  by  Grabius  at  Oxford. 

But  to  return  to  magic,  thou  must  ha^ 
heard  of  the  famous  Albert  us  Magnus  do 
Boldstadt,  who  indifierently  exercised  the 
professions  of  conjurer,  bawd,  and  man-mid- 
wife ;  wtio  forged  the  celebrated  AndroideSt 
or  brazen  Yiead,  which  pronounced  oracles, 
and  solved  questions  of  tne  utmost  difficulty : 
nor  can  the  fame  of  Henry  Cornelius  Agrippa 
have  escaped  thee ;  he  who  wrote  the  trea- 
tises De  occulta  PhUosophia ;  et  de  cacis 
Ceremoniis;  who  kept  his  demon  secured 
with  an  enchanted  iron  collar,  in  the  shape 
of  a  black  dog :  which  black  dog  being  dis- 
missed  in  his  last  moments  with  these  words, 
— Ahi  perdita  bestia  qua  me  totum  perdu 
distit  plunged  itself  into  the  river  Soamo,  and 
immediately  disappeared.  But  what  need  of 
those  profane  instances,  to  prove  the  exist- 
ence of  magicians  who  held  communication 
with  the  devil  1  Don't  we  read  in  the  Scrip- 
ture of  the  magicians  of  Pharaoh  and  Manas- 
ses ;  of  the  witch  of  Endor ;  of  Simon  and 
Baijesus,  magicians ;  and  of  that  sorceress, 
of  whose  body  the  apostle  Paul  dispossessed 
the  devil  1  Have  not  the  fathers  mentioned 
magicians  and  sorcerers?  Have  not  differ- 
ent councils  denounced  anathemas  against 
them  ?  Hath  not  the  civil  law  decreed  pun- 
ishments to  be  inflicted  upon  those  convicted 
of  the  black  art  ?  Have  not  all  the  tribunals 
in  France,  England,  and  particularly  in  Scot- 
land, condemned  many  persons  to  the  stake 
for  sorceries,  on  the  fullest  evidence,  nay, 
even  on  their  own  confession  1  Thou  thy- 
self mayest  almost  remember  the  havock  that 
was  made  among  the  sorcerers  in  one  of  the 
English  colonies  in  North  America,  by  Dr 
Encrease  Mather,  and  Dr  Cotton  Mather, 
those  luminaries  of  the  New  England  chiirnh, 
under  the  authority  and  auspices  of  Sir  Wil- 
liam Phipps,  that  flower  of  knighthood,  and 


mirror  of  govemora,  who,  not  contented  witb 
living  witnesses,  called  in  the  assistance  of 
npectral  evidence,  to  the  conviction  of  those 
oiaboHcal  delinquents.  This  was  a  hint*  in- 
deed, which  he  borrowed  from  the  ftraous 
trial  of  Urban  Grand ier,  canon  of  Loudim  in 
France,  who  was  duly  convicted  of  magic, 
upon  the  depositions  of  the  devils  AsimrUht 
Eusas,  CeUuSf  Acaos,  Cedon,  Asmodeus, 
Alix,  Zalmlont  NepthtdxTn^  Cham^  UrieU^ 
and  Achas.  I  might  likewise  refer  thee  to 
King  James's  history  of  withcraft,  wherein 
it  appears,  upon  incontrovertible  evidence, 
thkt  the  devil  not  only  presided  in  penon  at 
the  assemblies  of  those  wise  women,  bot 
even  condescended  to  be  facetious,  and  often 
diverted  them  by  dancing  and  placing  ganw 
bols  with  a  lighted  candle  in  h»  brMcb. 
I  might  bid  thee  recollect  the  authenticated 
account  of  the  earl  of  Gowry's  conafHiacj 
against  the  said  king,  in  which  appeare  thie 
deposition  of  a  certain  person,  certifying  that 
the  earl  of  Gowry  had  studied  the  black  art ; 
that  he  wore  an  amulet  about  his  person,  of 
such  efficacy,  that  although  he  was  run  seve- 
ral times  through  the  body,  not  one  drop  of 
blood  flowed  from  the  wounds  until  those 
mystical  characters  were  removed.  Finally, 
I  could  fill  whole  volumes  vdth  undeniable 
facts,  to  prove  the  ex'stence  of  magic;  bat 
what  I  have  said  shall  suffice.  I  must  only 
repeat  it  again,  that  there  was  not  one  ma- 
gician, conjuror,  wizard  or  witch,  among  aU 
the  bonzas  of  Japan,  whom  the  cuboy  con- 
sulted ;  a  circumstance  that  astonish^  him 
the  more,  as  divers  of  them,  notwithstanding 
their  beards,  were  shrewdly  suspected  to  be 
old  women ;  and  till  that  timo,  an  old  woman 
with  a  beard  upon  her  chin  had  been  always 
considered  as  an  agent  of  the  devil.  It  was 
the  nature  of  Fika-kaka  to  be  impatient  and 
impetuous.  Perceiving  that  none  of  his  bon- 
zas had  any  communication  with  the  devil, 
and  that  many  of  them  doubted  whether 
there  was  any  such  personage  as  the  devil, 
he  began  to  have  some  doubts  about  his  own 
soul : — •*  For  if  there  is  no  devil,"  said  he, 
**  there  is  no  soul  to  be  damned ;  and  it  would 
be  a  reproach  to  the  justice  of  heaven,  to 
suppose  that  all  souls  are  to  be  saved,  con- 
siaering  what  rascally  stuff  mankind  are 
made  of.*'  This  was  an  inference  which 
gave  him  mat  disturbance ;  fbr  he  was  one 
of  those  who  would  rather  encounter  eternal 
damnation,  that  run  any  risk  of  being  anni- 
hilated. He  therefore  assembled  all  those 
among  the  bonzas  who  had  the  reputation 
of  being  great  philosophers  and  metaphj- 
sicians,  in  order  to  hear  their  opinions  con- 
cerning the  nature  of  the  soul.  The  first 
reverend  sage  who  delivered  himself  on  this 
mysterious  subject,  having  stroked  bis  grey 
beard,  and  hemmed  thrice  with  great  soieni- 
nity,  declared  that  the  soul  was  an  animal ) 
a  second  pronounced  it  to  be  the  nnmber 
lAree,  or  proportion ;  a  third  contended  for 
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the  number  seven,  or  harmony ;  a  fourth  de. 
fined  the  soul  the  universe ;  a  fiflh  affirmed 
it  waa  a  mixture  of  elements;  a  sixth  as- 
eerted  it  was  composed  of  fire ;  a  seventh 
opined  it  was  formed  of  water ;  an  eigfhth 
called  it  an  essence;  a  ninth,  an  idea;  a 
tenth  stickled  for  substance  without  exten- 
sum;  an  eleventh,  for  extension  without 
substance ;  a  twelfth  cried  it  was  an  acci- 
dent; a  thirteenth  called  it  a  rtfieeting  mir- 
ror; a  fourteenth,  the  image  reflected;  a 
fifteenth  insisted  upon  its  l^ing  a  tune;  a 
sixteenth  believed  it  was  the  instrument  that 
played  the  tune ;  a  seventeenth  undertook  to 
prove  it  was  material;  an  eighteenth  ex- 
claimed it  was  immaterial;  a  nineteenth 
allowed  it  was  something ;  and  a  twentieth 
swore  it  was  nothing.  By  this  time  all  the 
individuals  that  composecf  this  learned  as- 
sembly spoke  togethier,  with  equal  eagerness 
and  vociferation.  The  volubility  with  which 
a  great  number  of  abstruse  and  unintelligible 
terms  and  definitions  were  pronounced  and 
repeated,  not  only  resembled  the  confusion 
of  Babel,  but  they  had  just  the  same  effect 
upon  the  brain  of  Fika-kaka,  as  is  generally 
produced  in  weak  heads  by  looking  stead- 
fastly at  a  mill-wheel  or  a  vortex,  or  any 
other  object  in  continual  rotation.  He  grew 
ffiddy,  ran  three  times  round,  and  dropped 
down  in  the  midst  of  the  bonzas,  deprived 
of  sense  and  motion.  When  he  recovered 
so  far  as  to  be  able  to  reflect  upon  what  had 
happened,  he  was  greatly  disturbed  with  the 
terror  of  annihilation,  as  he  had  heard  no- 
thing said  in  the  consultation  which  could 
give  him  any  reason  to  believe  there  was 
such  a  thing  as  an  immortal  soul.  In  this 
emergency,  he  sent  for  his  counsellor  Mura- 
clami ;  and  when  that  lawyer  entered  his 
chamber,  exclaimed, — **  My  dear  Mura,  as  I 
have  a  soul  to  be  saved ! — A  soul  to  be 
saved !  ay,  there's  the  rub ! — ^the  devil  a  soul 
have  I  [    Those  bonzas  are  good  for  nothing 

but  to  kiss  my  a ; — a  parcel  of  i^orant 

asses !  Pox  on  their  philosophy  !  Instead 
of  demonstrating  the  immortality  of  the  soul, 
they  have  plainly  proved  the  soul  is  a  chi- 
mera, a  WiIt.o*tne-wisp,  a  bubble,  a  term,  a 
word,  a  nothing !  My  dear  Mura !  prove 
but  that  I  have  a  soul,  and  I  shall  be  con- 
tented  to  be  damned  to  all  eternity."  **  If 
that  be  the  case,"  said  the  other,  *'your 
quanbukuship  may  set  your  heart  at  rest: 
for  if  you  proceed  to  govern  this  empire,  in 
conjunction  with  Taycho,  as  you  have  be- 
gun, it  will  become  a  point  of  eternal  justice 
to  give  you  an  immortal  soul  (if  you  have 
not  one  already),  that  you  may  undergo  eter- 
nal punishment,  according  to  your  demerits." 
The  cuboy  was  much  comforted  by  this  as- 
surance, and  returned  to  his  former  occupa- 
tions with  redoubled  ardour.  He  continued 
to  confer  benefices  on  his  back-friends  the 
bonsas ;  to  regulate  the  whole  army  of  tax- 
gatherers  ;  to  bribe  the  tribunes*  the  centu- 
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rions,  the  decnriones,  and  all  the  inferior 
mob-drivers  of  the  empire;  to  hire  those 
pipers  who  wore  best  skilled  in  making  the 
multitude  dance,  and  finding  out  the  ablest 
artists  to  scratch  their  long  ears,  and  tickle 
their  noses.  These  toils  were  sweetened  by  a 
variety  of  enjoyments.  He  possessed  all  the 
pomp  of  ostentation ;  the  vanity  of  levigest 
the  pride 4>f  power,  the  pleasure  of  adulation, 
the  happiness  of  bein^  kicked  by  his  sove- 
reign and  kissed  by  his  bonzas ;  and,  above 
all,  the  delights  of  the  stomach  and  the  close- 
stooi,  which  recurred  in  perpetual  succession, 
and  which  he  seemed  to  enjoy  with  a  parti- 
colar  relish  :  for  it  must  be  observed,  to  the 
honour  of  Fika-kaka,  that  what  he  eagerly 
received  at  one  end,  he  as  liberally  refunded 
at  the  other.  But  as  the  faculties  of  his  mind 
were  insufficient  to  digest  the  greatness  of 
power  which  had  fallen  to  his  share,  so  were 
the  organs  of  his  body  unable  to  concoct 
the  en(»rmou8  mass  of  aliments  which*he  so 
^edily  swallowed.  He  laboured  under  an 
mdigestion  of  both ;  and  the  vague  promises 
which  went  upwards,  as  well  as  the  murmurs 
that  passed  the  other  way,  were  no  other 
than  eruptive  crudities  arising  from  the  de- 
fects of  his  soul  and  body. 

As  for  Taycho,  he  confined  himself  to  the 
management  of  the  war.  He  recalled  the 
general  in  chief  from  Fatsissio, -because  he 
had  not  done  that  which  he  could  not  poss- 
ibly do ;  but,  instead  of  sending  another  on 
whose  abilities  he  could  depend,  he  allowed 
the  direction  of  the  armaments  to  devolve 
upon  the  second  in  command,  whose  charac- 
ter he  could  not  possibly  know ;  because,  in- 
deed, he  was  too  obscure  to  have  any  cha- 
racter at  all.  The  fruits  of  his  sagacity  soon 
appeared.  The  new  general  Abra-moria, 
having  reconnoitred  a  post  of  the  enemy, 
which  Was  found  too  strong  to  be  forced, 
attacked  it  without  hesitation,  and  his  troops 
were  repulsed  and  routed  with  considerable 
slaughter.  It  was  lucky  for  Taycho  that  the 
tidings  of  this  disaster  were  qualified  by  the 
news  of  two  other  advantages  which  the 
arms  of  Japan  had  gained.  A  separate  corps 
of  troops,  under  Yaf-frai  and  Ya-IofiT,  reduced 
a  strong  Chinese  fortress  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Fatsissio ;  and  a  body  of  Japanese, 
headed  by  a  factor  called  Ka-lifiT,  obtained  a 
considerable  victory  at  Fla-sao,  in  the  far- 
ther extremity  of  Tartary,  where  a  trading 
company  of  Meaco  possessed  a  commerciu 
settlement.  The  hydra  of  Meaco  began  to 
shake  its  numerous  heads,  and  growl,  when 
it  heard  of  Abra-moria's  defeat.  At  that  in- 
stant, one  of  its  leaders  exclaimed, — **  Bliss 
thy  long  ears !  It  was  not  Taycho  that  re- 
commended  Abra-moria  to  this  command. 
He  was  appointed  by  the  fatzman."  This 
was  true.  It  was  likewise  true  that  Taycho 
had  allowed  him  quietly  to  succeed  to  the 
command,  without  knowing  any  thing  of  hia 
abilities :  it  was  equally  true  that  Taycho  was 
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an  otter  Btranger  to  Yaf-frai  and  Ya-loff,  who 
took  the  fortreaa,  as  well  as  to  the  &ctor 
Ka-liff,  who  obtained  the  victory  at  the  far- 
ther  end  of  Tartary .  Nevertheless,  the  beast 
ornd  aloud,-***  H!ang  Abra-moria !  and  a  fig 
for  the  fatzroan !  &X  let  the  praise  of  Tav- 
cho  be  magnified !  It  was  Taycho  that  sub- 
dued the  fortress  in  the  isle  Ka-fnt-o.  It 
^  was  Taycho  that  defeated  the  enemy  at 
Fla^aao.  Yaf-frai  has  slain  his  thousands ; 
Ya-loff  has  slain  his  five  thousands;  but 
Taycho  has  slain  his  ten  thousands." 

Taycho  had  credit  not  only  for  the  success 
of  the  Japanese  arms,  but  likewise  for  the 
victories  of  Brut.an*tiffi,  who  had  lately  been 
much  beholden  to  fortune.  I  have  already 
observed  what  a  noise  that  Tartar  made  when 
the  &tzroan  of  Japan  found  himself  obliged 
to  capitulate  with  the  Chinese  ffeneral.  In 
consequence  of  that  event,  the  war  was 
already  at  an  end  with  respect  to  the  Ja- 
panese, on  the  continent  of  Tartary.  The 
emperor  of  China  took  possession  of  the  farm 
of  Yesso ;  the  peasants  quietly  submitted  to 
their  new  masters ;  and  those  very  freeboot- 
tng  Tartar  chiefs,  who  had  sold  their  subjects 
as  soldiers,  to  serve  under  the  fktzman,  had 
already  agreed  to  send  the  very  same  mer- 
cenaries into  the  army  of  China.  It  was  at 
this  juncture  that  Brut-an-tiffi  exalted  his 
throat.  In  the  preceding  campaign  he  had 
fought  with  various  success.    One  of  his 

¥  mends  had  given  battle  to  the  Mantchoux 
artars,  and  each  side  claimed  the  victory. 
Another  of  his  leaders  had  been  defeated  and 
taken  by  the  Ostrog.  The  Chinese  had 
alreadv  advanced  to  the  frontiers  of  Brut-an- 
tiifi's  oominions.  In  this  dilemma  he  exerted 
himself  with  equal  activity  and  address :  he 
repulsed  the  Chinese  army  with  considerable 
loss ;  and,  in  the  space  of  one  month  after 
this  action,  gained  a  victory  over  the  general 
of  the  Ostrog.  These  advantages  rendered 
him  insufferably  arrogant,  m  exclaimed 
against  the  fiitzman ;  he  threatened  the  dairo ; 
and,  as  I  have  taken  notice  above,  a  new 
army  was  raised  at  the  expense  of  Japan,  to 
defend  him  from  all  foture  invasions  of  the 
Chinese.  Already  the  Tartar  general  Bron- 
xi-tic,  who  was  vested,  at  his  desire,  with 
the  command  of  the  mercenary  army  of  Ja* 

Cm,  bad  given  a  severe  check  to  a  strong 
xly  of  the  Chinese,  and  even  threatened  to 
carry  the  war  into  the  empire  of  China;  but 
his  progress  was  soon  stopt,  and  he  was 
forced  to  retreat  in  his  turn  towards  the  farm 
of  Yesso.  But  from  nothing  did  orator  Tay- 
cho reap  a  fuUer  harvest  of  praise,  than  from 
the  conquest  of  Tzin-khall,  a  settlement  of 
the  Chinese  on  the  coast  of  Terra  Australia ; 
which  conquest  was  planned  by  a  Banyan 
merchant  of  Meaco,  who  had  traded  on  that 
coast,  and  was  particularly  known  to  the 
king  of  the  country.  This  royal  savage  was 
uneasy  at  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Chinese, 
and  conjured  the  merchant^  whose  name  was 


Thum-Khumm-quat  to  use  his  influence  at 
the  court  of  Meaco,  that  all  armament  ahoold 
be  equipped  agaitist  the  settlement  of  Tzin- 
khall,  he  himself  solemnly  promising  to  co- 
operate in  the  reduction  or  it  with  all  hb 
forces.    Thum-sKhumm-qua,  whose  zeal  for 
the  good  of  his  country  got  the  better  of  all 
his  prudential  maxims,  did  not  fail  to  repre- 
sent this  object  in  the  most  interesting  pcooCa 
of  view.    He  demonstrated  to  Taycho  the 
importance  of  the  settlement;  that  it  abound- 
ed with  slaves,  ivory,  gold,  and  a  precious 
gum  which  was  not  to  be  found  in  any  other 
part  of  the  World ;  a  fom  in  great  request  all 
over  Asia,  and  particularly  amon?  the  Ja- 
panese, who  were  obliffed  to  purdiase  it  in 
time  of  war  at  second-hand  from  their  ene- 
mies the  Chinese,  at  an  exorbitant  price. 
He  demonstrated,  that  the  loss  of  this  settle- 
ment would  be  a  terrible  wound  to  the  em- 
peror  of  China;  and  proved  that  the  conquest 
of  it  could  be  achieved  at  a  very  trifling  ex- 
pense. He  did  more.  Though  by  the  maxinm 
of  his  sect  he  was  restrained  from  engaging 
in  any  military  enterprise,  he  oflTered  to  con- 
duct the  armament  in  person,  in  order  the 
more  efiectually  to  keep  the  king  of  the 
country  steady  to  his  engagements.    Though 
the  scheme  was  in  itself  plausible  and  prac- 
ticable, Mr  Orator  Taycho  shu filed  and  equi- 
vocated until  the  season  for  action  was  past. 
But  Thum-Khurom-qua  was  indefatigable: 
he  exhorted,  he  pressed,  he  remonstra^,  he 
complained,  and  besieged  the  orator's  house 
in  such  a  manner,  that  Taycho  at  length,  in 
order  to  be  rid  of  his  importunity,  granted 
his  request.     A  small  armament  was  fitted 
out ;  the  banyan  embarked  in  it,  leaving  his 
own  private  affairs  in  confusion;  and  the 
settlement  was  reduced,  according  to  his 
prediction.    When  the  news  of  this  conquest 
arrived  at  Meaco,  the  multifarious   beast 
brayed  hoarse  applause,  and  the  minister 
Taycho  was  magnified  exceedingly.    As  for 
Thum-Khumm-qua,  whose  private  fortune 
was  consumed  in  the  expedition,  all  Uie  re- 
compense he  received  was  the  consciousness 
of  havinff  served  his  country.    In  vain  he 
remindedTaycho  of  his  promises ;  in  vain  he 
recited  the  minister's  own  letters,  in  which 
he  had  given  his  word  that  the  banyan  should 
be  liberally  rewarded,  according  to  the  im- 
portance  of  his  services :  Taycho  was  both 
deaf  and  blind  to  all  his  remonstrances  and 
representations ;  and,  at  last,  &irly  flung  the 
door  in  his  face. 

Such  was  the  candour  and  the  gratitude 
of  the  incomparable  Taycho.  The  poor  pro- 
jector,  Thum-Khumm-qua,  found  himself  in 
a  piteous  case,  while  the  whole  nation  re- 
sounded with  joy  for  the  conquest  which  his 
sagacity  had  planned,  and  his  zeal  carried 
into  execution.  He  was  not  only  abandoned 
by  the  minister  Taycho,  but  also  renounced 
by  the  whole  sect  of  the  banyans,  who  look- 
ed upon  him  as  a  wicked  apostate,  because 
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he  had  been  cgncerned  with  Ihoee  who 
ibiu^t  with  the  ann  of  fleah.  It  waa  lucky 
forhim  that  he  aflerwarda  found  favour  with 
a  aubaequent  miniater,  who  bad  not  adopted 
all  the  maxima  of  hia  predecessor,  Taycho. 
The  only  nieaaurea  i^hich  this  egreffious 
demajfogue  could  hitherto  properly  cafl  his 
own,  were  theae :  hia  aubaidiafy  treaty  with 
Bnit-an-tiffi ;  his  raiaing  an  iromenae  army 
of  mercenariea  to  act  in  Tartary  for  the 
benefit  of  that  prince ;  his  exacting  an  in- 
credible aum  of  money  from  the  people  of 
Japan;  and,  finally,  two  aucceasive  arma- 
ments which  he  had  aent  to  annoy  the  sea- 
coasts  of  China.  I  have  alreadv  ffiven  an 
account  of  the  first,  the  intent  of  which  was 
frustrated  by  a  mistake  in  the  perspectives. 
The  other  was  more  fortunate  m  the  begin- 
ning. Taycho  had,  by  the  force  of  his 
Senius,  discovered  that  nothing  ao  eflTectually 
estroyed  the  oiled  paper  which  the  Chineae 
use  in  their  windows  instead  of  fflass,  as  the 
gold  coin  called  oban,  when  diacnaiged  from 
a  military  engine  at  a  proper  distance.  He 
found  that  gold  was  more  compact,  more 
malleable,  and  more  manageable,  than  any 
other  metal  or  aubetance  tluit  he  knew :  he 
thereibre  provided  a  ^at  quantity  of  obans, 
and  a  good  body  of  shngers ;  and  theae  being 
conveyed  to  the  coaat  of  China  in  a  squad- 
ron of  fune,  as  none  of  the  Chinese  appeared 
to  oppose  these  hostilities,  a  select  number 
of  the  troops  were  employed  to  make  ducks 
and  drakes  with  the  obans,  on  the  supposi- 
tion that  this  diversion  would  allure  the  ene- 
my to  the  sea-side,  where  they  might  be 
knocked  on  the  bead  without  further  trouble : 
but  the  care  of  their  own  safety  got  the  bet- 
ter of  their  curiosity  on  this  occasion ;  and 
fifty  thousand  obana  were  expended  in  this 
manner,  without  bringing  one  Chinese  from 
his  lurking  hole.  Considerable  damage  was 
done  to  the  windows  of  the  enemy.  Then 
the  forces  were  landed  in  a  village,  which 
they  found  deserted.  Here  they  burned  some 
fishing-boats ;  and  from  hence  they  carried 
off  aome  military  machines,  which  were 
brought  to  Meaco,  and  conveyed  through  the 
streets  in  procession,  amidst  the  acclama- 
tions of  the  hydra,  who  aung  the  praise  of 
Taycho.  Elevated  by  this  triumph,  the  min- 
ister sent  forth  the  same  armament  a  aecond 
time,  under  a  new  general  of  his  own  choos- 
ing, whose  name  was  Hylib-bib,  who  had 
long  entertained  an  opinion  that  the  inhabit- 
ants of  China  were  not  beings  of  flesh  and 
blood,  but  mere  fantastic  shadows,  who  could 
neither  offend  nor  be  offended.  Full  of  this 
opinion,  he  made  a  deacent  on  the  coast  of 
that  empire ;  and,  to  convince  hia  followers 
that  hia  notion  was  right,  he  advanced  aome 
leaguea  into  the  country,  without  having 
taken  any  precaution  to  secure  a  retreat, 
leaving  the  fune  at  anchor  upon  an  open 
beach.  Some  people  alleged  that  he  depend- 
ed npon  the  aagacity  of  an  engineer  recom- 


mended to  him  by  Taycho ;  which  engineer 
had  auch  jun  excellent  noae,  that  he  coald 
amell  a  Chinese  at  the  diatance  of  ten 
leaguea ;  but  it  aeema  the  scent  failed  him 
at  this  juncture.  Perhaps  the  Chinese  gene- 
ral  had  trailed  rusty  bacon  and  other  iMlori- 
feroua  aubstances,  to  confound  his  sense  of 
smeUing.  Perhapa  no  dew  had  fallen  over 
night,  and  a  strong  breeze  blew  towarda  the , 
enemy.  Certain  it  is,  Hylib-bib,  in  the  even- ' 
ing,  received  repeated  mtelligence  that  he 
was  within  half  a  league  of  a  Chinese  gene- 
ral, at  the  head  of  a  body  of  troopa  greatly 
auperior  in  number  to  the  Japanese  forces 
which  he  himself  commanded.  He  still  be- 
lieved it  was  all  illusion;  and,  when  he 
h^rd  their  drums  beat,  declared  it  was  no 
more  than  a  ridiculous  enchantment.  He 
thought  proper,  however,  to  retreat  towarda 
the  aea-aide ;  but  this  he  did  with  great  de- 
liberation, after  having  given  the  enemy  fair^ 
notice  by  beat  of  drum.  His  motions  were* 
so  slow,  that  he  took  aeven  hours  to  march 
three  milea.  When  he  reached  the  shore 
where  the  fune  were  at  anchor,  he  saw  the 
whole  body  of  the  Chinese  drawn  up  on  a 
riaing  ffround,  ready  to  begin  the  attack.  He 
ordered  his  rear-guard  to  face  about,  on  the 
supposition  that  the  phantoms  would  disap- 
pear as  soon  as  they  showed  their  faces; 
but  finding  himself  mistaken,  and  perceiving 
aome  of  his  own  people  to  drop,  in  conse- 
quence of  missiles  that  came  from  the  enemy, 
he  very  calmly  embarked  with  his  van,  leav- 
ing his  rear  to  amuse  the  Chinese,  by  whom 
they  were,  in  less  than  five  minutes,  either 
massacred  or  taken.  From  thia  smiill  dis- 
grace the  general  deduced  two  important 
corollaries  ;  first,  that  the  Chinese  were  ac- 
tually material  beings,  capable  of  impulsion ; 
and,  secondly,  that  l)is  engineer's  nose  waa 
not  altoffether  infidlible.  The  people  of 
Meaco  end  not  seem  to  relish  the  experi- 
ments by  which  these  ideas  were  aacertain- 
ed.  The  monster  was  heard  to  grunt  in  dif- 
ferent streets  of  the  metropolis  ;  and  these 
notea  of  diacontent  produced  the  usual  effect 
in  the  bowels  of  Fika-kaka ;  but  orator  Tay- 
cho had  hia  flowers  of  rhetoric  and  hia  bowl 
of  mandraflora  in  readiness.  He  assured 
them  that  Hylib-bib  should  be  .employed  for 
the  future  in  keeping  sheep  on  the  island  of 
Xicoco,  and  the  engineer  be  sent  to  hunt  truf- 
fles on  the  mountains  of  Ximo.  Then  he 
tendered  his  dose,  which  the  hydra  swallow- 
ed with  signs  of  pleasure ;  and,  lastly,  he 
mounted  upon  its  back,  and  rode  in  triumph 
under  the  windows  of  the  astonished  cuboy, 
who,  while  he  shifted  his  trowsers,  exclaim, 
ed,  in  a  rapture  of  joy, — **  All  hail,  Taycho, 
thou  prince  of  monster-taming  men !  the 
dairo  ahall  kick  thy  posteriors,  and  I  will 
kiss  them  in  token  of  approbation  and  ap- 
plause." 

The  time  waa  now  come  when  fbrtune, 
which  had  hitherto  smiled  upon  the  Chineae 
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arms,  resolved  to  turn  tail  to  that  vain-glo- 
rious nation  ;  and  precisely  at  the  same  in- 
stant Taycho  undertook  to  display  his  whole 
capacitj  in  the  management  of  the  war. 
But  before  he  assured  this  province,  it  was 
necessary  that  he  should  establish  a  despo- 
tism in  the  council  of  twenty-eight,  some 
members  of  which  had  still  the  presumption 
to  offer  their  advice  towards  the  administra- 
tion of  affairs.  This  council  being  assem- 
bled by  the  dairo's  order,  to  deliberate  upon 
the  objects  of  the  next  campaign,  the  presi- 
dent began  by  asking  the  opinion  of  Taycho, 
who  was  the  youngest  member ;  upon  which 
the  orator  made  no  articulate  reply,  but 
cried, — "  Ba-ba^a-ba."  The  dairo  exclaim- 
ed,  *«  Boh  !'*  The  fatzman  ejaculated  thoipn- 
terjection  **Pi8h  !**  The  cuboy  sat  in  silent 
astonishment.  Gotto-mio  swore  the  man 
was  dumb,  and  hinted  something  of  lunacy. 
Foksi-rokhu  shook  his  head,  and  Soo-san- 
sin-o  shrugged  up  his  shoulders.  At  length 
Fika-kaka  going  round,  and  kissing  Taycho 
on  the  forehead, — **  My  dear  boy !"  cried 
he,  "  Gad's  curse !  what's  the  matter  1  Do 
but  open  the  sluices  of  your  eloquence  once 
more,  my  dear  orator;  let  us  have  one 
smile— one  dear  smile,  and  then  I  shall  die 
contented.  With  respect  to  the  operations 
of  the  campaign,  don't  you  think" — ^Here  he 
was  interrupted  with — '*  Ka,  ka,  ka,  ka !" 
**  Heighday  !"  cried  the  cuboy,  '*  Ba-ba-ba, 
ka*ka-ka  !  that's  the  lan£;uage  of  children  !" 
*'  And  children  you  shallbe,"  exclaimed  the 
orator.  **  Here  is  a  two-penny  trumpet  for 
the  amusement  of  the  illustrious  Got-hama- 
baba,  a  sword  of  gingerbread  covered  with 
gold  leaf  for  the  fatzman,  and  a  rattle  for  my 
lord  cuboy.  I  have  likewise  sugar-plums  for 
the  rest  of  the  council."  So  saving,  he, 
without  ceremony,  advanced  to  the  dairo, 
and  tied  a  scarf  round  the  eyes  of  his  imp^ 
rial  majesty  ;  then  he  produced  a  number  of 
padlocks,  and  sealed  up  the  lips  of  every  quo 
in  council,  before  they  could  recollect  them- 
selves from  their  first  astonishment. 

The  assembly  broke  up  abruptly,  and  the 
dairo  was  conducted  to  his  cabinet  by  the 
fatzman  and  the  cuboy,  which  last  endea- 
voured to  divert  the  chagrin  of  his  royal 
master,  by  blowing  the  trumpet  and  shakmg 
the  rattle  in  his  ears:  but  Got-hama-baba 
could  not  be  so  easily  appeased.  He  growled 
like  an  enraged  bear  at  the  indignity  which 
had  been  offered  to  him,  and  kicked  the  cu- 
boy before  as  well  as  behind.  Mr  Orator 
Taycho  was  fain  to  come  to  an  explanation, 
lie  assured  the  dairo  that  it  was  necessary 
tlmt  his  imperial  majesty  should  remain  in 
the  dark,  and  that  the  whole  council  should 
be  muzzled  for  a  season,  otherwise  he  could 
not  accomplish  the  great  things  he  had  pro- 
jected in  favour  of  the  farm  of  Yesso.  He 
declared,  that  while  his  mnjesty  remained 
blindfold,  he  would  enjoy  all  his  other  senses 
in  greater  perfection  ;  that  his  ears  would  be 


every  day  regaled  with  tlttAhouts  of  triuinpli, 
conveyed  in  notes  of  ulcommon  melody; 
and  that  the  less  quantity  of  animal  spixits 
was  expended  in  vision,  the  greater  propor- 
tion would  flow  to  his  extremities;  coase- 
quently,  his  pleasuite  would  be  more  acute 
in  his  pedestrian  exercitations  upon  the  caboy 
and  others  whom  he  delighted  to  honour.  He 
therefore  exhorted  him  to  undergo  a  total 
privation  of  eye-sight,  which  was  at  best  a 
troublesome  faculty,  that  exposed  mankind 
to  a  great  variety  of  disagreeable  spectacles. 
This  was  a  proposal  which  the  dairo  did  not 
relish ;  on  the  contrary,  he  waxed  exceed- 
ingly wrath,  and  told  the  orator  he  would 
rather  enjoy  one  transient  glance  of  the  &nn 
of  Yesso,  than  the  most  exquisite  deligfats 
that  could  be  procured  for  all  the    other 
senses.     **  To  gratify  your  majesty  with  that 
ineffable  pleasure,"  cried  Taycho,  ^  I  have 
devoted  myself,  soul  and  body,  and  even  re- 
conciled contradictions.    I  have  renounced 
all  my  former  principles,  without  forfeiting 
the  influence  which,  by  professing  those  prin- 
ciples, I  had  gained.  I  have  obtained  the  most 
astonishing  victories  over  common  sense,  and 
even  refuted  mathematical  demonstration. 
The  many-headed  mob,  which  no  former 
demagogue  could  ever  tame,  I  have  taught 
to  fetch  and  to  carry,  to  dance  to  my  pipe, 
to  bray  to  my  tune,  to  swallow  what  I  pre- 
sent without  murmuring,  to  lick  mv  feet  when 
I  am  angry,  and  kiss  the  rod  when  I  think 
proper  to  chastise  it.     I  have  done  more,  my 
liege ;  I  have  prepared  a  drench  for  it,  which, 
like  Lethe,  washes  away  the  remembrance 
of  what  is  past,  and  takes  away  all  sense  of 
its  own  condition.    I  have  swept  away  all 
the  money  of  the  empire :  and  persuaded  the 
people  not  only  to  beggar  themselyes,  but 
likewise  to  entail  indigence  upon  their  latest 
posterity ;  and  a]|^for  the  sake  of  Yesso.    It 
is  by  dint  of  these  efforts  I  have  been  able  to 
subsidize  Brut-an-tiffi,  and  raise  an  army  of 
one  hundred  thousand  men  to  defend  your 
imperial  majesty's  farm,  which,  were  the  en- 
tire property  of  it  brought  to  market,  would 
not  fetch  one  third  part  of  the  sums  which 
are  now  yearly  expended  in  its  defence.     I 
shall  strike  but  one  great  stroke  in  the  coun- 
try of  F^tsissio,  and  then  turn  the  whole 
stream  of  the  war  into  the  channel  of  Tar- 
tary,  until  the  barren  plains  of  Yesso  are  fer- 
tilized with  human  blood.   In  the  mean  time, 
I  must  insist  upon  your  majesty's  continuing 
in  the  dark,  and  amusing  yourself  in  your 
cabinet  with  the  trumpet  and  other  ^w- 
gaws  which  I  have  provided  for  your  diver- 
sion, otherwise  I  quit  the  reins  of  adminis- 
tration, and  turn  the  monster  out  of  my 
trammels ;  in  which  case,  like  the  dog  that 
returns  to  its  vomit,  it  will  not  fail  to  take 
up  its  former  prejudices  against  Yesso,  which 
I  have  with  so  much  pains  obliged  it  to  re- 
sign."   "  O  my  dear  Taycho !"  cried  the  af- 
frighted  dairo ;  '*  talk  not  of  leaving  me  in 
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such  a  dreadful  filemma.  Rather  than  the 
dear  farm  should  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
Chinese,  I  would  be  contented  to  be  led  about 
blindfold  all  the  dajrs  of  my  life.  Proceed  in 
your  own  way.  I  invest  you  with  full  power 
and  authority,  not  only  to  g[a^  my  whole 
council,  but  even  to  nail  their  ears  to  the 
pillory,  should  it  be  found  necessarv  fbr  the 
benefit  of  Yesso.  In  token  of  which  delesa- 
tion,  present  your  posteriors,  and  I  will  be- 
stow upon  you  a  double  portion  of  my  favour.'* 
Taycho  humbly  thanked  his  imperial  majesty 
for  the  great  honour  he  intended  him ;  but 
begged  leave  to  decline  the  ceremony,  on 
account  of  the  hemorrhoids,  which  at  that 
time  gave  him  great  disturbance. 

The  orator  having  thus  annihilated  all  op- 
position in  the  council  of  twenty-eight,  re- 
paired to  his  own  bouse,  in  order  to  plan  the 
operations  of  the  ensuing  campaign.  Thouj^ 
he  had  reinforced  the  army  in  Tartary  with 
the  flower  of  the  Jfapanese  soldiery,  and  des- 
tined a  strong  squaaron  of  fune,  as  usual,  to 
parade  on  the  coast  of  China,  he  foresaw  it 
would  be  necessary  to  amuse  the  people  with 
some  new  stroke  on  the  side  of  Fatsissio, 
which,  indeed,  was  the  original  and  the  most 
natural  scene  of  the  war.  He  locked  him. 
self  up  in  his  closet ;  and  consulting  the  map 
of  Fatsissio,  he  found  that  the  principal  Chi- 
nese  settlement  of  that  island  was  a  fortified 
town  called  Quib-quab,  to  which  there  was 
access  by  two  different  avenues ;  one  by  a 
broad,  rapid,  navigable  river,  on  the  banks 
of  which  the  town  was  situated ;  and  the 
other  by  an  inland  route  over  mountains, 
lakes,  and  dangerous  torrents.  He  measured 
the  map  with  his  compass,  and  perceived 
that  both  routes  were  nearly  of  the  same 
length ;  and,  therefore,  he  resolved  that  the 
forces  in  Fatsissio,  being  divided  into  two 
equal  bodies,  should  approach  the  place  by 
the  two  different  avenues,  on  the  supposition 
that  they  would  both  arrive  before  the  walls 
of  Quib-auab  at  the  same  instant  of  time. 
The  conouct  of  the  inland  expedition  was 
given  to  Yaff-rai,  who  now  commanded  in 
chief  in  Fatsissio ;  and  the  rest  of  the  troops 
were  sent  up  the  great  river  under  the  aus- 
pices of  Yaloff,  who  had  so  eminently  dis- 
tinguished himself  in  the  course  of  the  pre- 
c^ng  year. 

Orator  Taycho  had  received  some  articles 
of  intelligence  which  embarrassed  him  a  little 
at  first ;  hut  these  difficulties  soon  vanished 
before  the  vigour  of  his  resolutions.  He 
knew  that  not  only  the  town  of  Quib-quab 
was  fortified  by  art,  but  also  that  the  whole 
adjacent  country  was  almost  impreffnable  by 
nature  :  that  one  Chinese  general  blocked  up 
the  passes  with  a  strong  body  offerees,  in  the 
route  which  was  to  be  followed  up  by  Yaff- 
rai  :  and  that  another  commanded  a  separate 
corps  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Quib-quab, 
eanal,  at  least,  in  number  to  the  detachment 
of  Ya-loff,  whom  he  might,  therefore,  either 


prevent  from  landing,  or  attack  after  he  should 
be  landed :  or,  finally,  should  neither  of  these 
attempts  succeed,  he  might  reinforce  the  gar- 
rison of  Quib-quab,  so  as  to  make  it  more 
numerous  than  the  besiejring  army,  which, 
according  to  the  rules  ol^war,  ought  to  be 
ten  times  the  number  of  the  besieged.  On 
the  other  hand,  in  order  to  invalidate  these 
objections,  he  reflected  that  fortune,  which 
had  such  a  share  in  all  military  events,  is 
inconstant  and  variable ;  that  as  the  Chinese 
had  been  so  long  successful  in  Fatsissio,  it 
was  now  their  turn  to  be  unfortunate.  He 
reflected  that  the  demon  of  fully  was  capri- 
cious ;  and  that  as  it  had  qp  long  possessed 
the  rulers  and  generals  of  Japan,  it  was  high 
tkne  it  should  shifl  its  quarters,  and  occupy 
the  brains  of  the  enemy ;  in  which  case  they 
would  quit  their  advantageous  posts,  ana 
commit  some  blunder  that  would  lav  them  at 
the  mercy  of  the  Japanese.  With  respect 
to  the  reduction  of  Quib-quab,  he  had  heard, 
indeed,  that  the  besieffers  ouffht  to  be  ten 
times  the  number  of  the  garnson  besieged ; 
but  as  every  Japanese  was  equivalent  to  ten 
subjects  of  China,  he  thought  the  match  was 
pretty  equal.  He  reflected,  that  even  if  this 
expedition  should  not  succeed,  it  would  be 
of  little  consequence  to  his  reputation,  as  ho 
could  plead  at  home,  that  he  neither  con- 
ceived  the  originnl  plan,  nor  appointed  any  of 
the  officers  concerned  in  the  execution.  It 
is  true,  he  might  have  reinforced  the  army  in 
Fatsissio,  so  as  to  leave  very  little  to  fortune ; 
but  then  he  must  have  subtracted  something 
fVom  the  strength  of  the  operations  in  Tar- 
tary, which  was  now  become  the  favourite 
scene  of  the  war:  or  he  must  have  altogether 
suspended  the  execution  of  another  darling 
scheme,  which  was  literally  his  own  concep- 
tion. There  was  an  island  in  the  great  In- 
dian  ocean  at  a  considerable  distance  from 
Fatsissio :  and  here  the  Chinese  had  a  strong 
settlement.  Taycho  was  inflamed  with  the 
ambition  of  reducing  this  island,  which  was 
called  Thin-quo;  and  for  this  purpose  he  re- 
solved to  embark  a  body  of  forces  which 
should  co-operate  with  the  squadron  of  fune, 
destined  to  cruise  in  those  latitudes.  The 
only  difficulty  that  remained  was  to  choose  a 
general  to  direct  his  enterprise.  He  perused 
a  list  of  all  the^  military  officers  in  Japan; 
and  as  they  were  all  equal  in  point  of  repu- 
tation, he  beffan  to  examine  their  names,  in 
order  to  pitch  upon  that  which  should  appear 
to  be  the  most  rfgnificant ;  and  in  this  par- 
ticular Taycho  was  a  little  superstitious.  Not 
but  that  surnames,  when  properly  bestowed, 
might  be  rendered  very  useful  terms  of  dis- 
tinction ;  but  I  must  tell  thee.  Peacock,  no- 
thing can  be  more  preposterously  absurd  than 
the  practice  of  inheriting  cognomtna^  which 
ought  ever  to  be  purelp  personal.  I  would 
ask  thee,  for  example,  what  propriety  there 
was  in  giving  the  name  XenopAon,  which 
signifies  one  thtU  tpeakt  a  foreign  language^ 
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to  the  celebrated  Greek  who  distinguished 
himself,  not  only  as  a  consummate  captain, 
but  also  as  an  elegant  writer  in  his  mother 
tongue?  What  could  be  more  ridiculous 
than  to  denominate  the  great  philosopher  of 
Crotona,  PythagoraSf  which  implies  a  stink- 
inff  speech }  Or  what  could  be  more  mis- 
applied than  the  name  of  the  weeping  phi- 
losopher Heraclitus,  signifying  mtittory  glo- 
ry!  The  inheritance  of  surnames  among 
the  Romans  produced  still  more  ludicrous 
consequences.  The  best  and  noblest  fami- 
lies in  Rome  derived  their  names  from  the 
coarsest  employments,  or  else  from  the  cor- 
poreal blerauhes  of  their  ancestors.  The 
Pisanes  were  millers ;  the  Cicerones  and 
the  Lentuli  were  so  called  from  the  vetcllBs 
and  the  lentils  which  their  forefathers  dealt 
in.  The  Fabii  were  so  denominated  from 
a  dung-pit,  in  which  the  first  of  the  family 
was  begot  by  stealth  in  the  way  of  fornica- 
tion.  A  ploughman  gave  rise  to  the  great 
&mily  of  the  Serrani,  the  ladies  of  which 
always  went  without  smocks.  The  Suilit 
the  Bubulci,  and  the  Porei  were  descended 
from  a  swine-herd,  a  cow-herd,  and  hog- 
butcher.  What  could  be  more  disgrace&l 
than  to  call  the  senator  Stretbo,  Squintum  7 
or  a  fine  young  lady  of  the  house  of  Ptetit 
Pigsnies  1  or  to  distinguish  a  matron  of  the 
Limi  by  the  appellation  of  Sheep^s-eye  1 — 
What  could  be  more  dishonourable  than  to 

give  the  surname  of  snub-nose  to  P.  Silius, 
le  proprietor,  because  his  greaUgreat-great- 
jrrandfather  had  a  nose  of  that  makel  Ovid, 
indeed,  had  a  long  nose,  and  therefore  was 
iuBtly  denominated  Naso;  but  why  should 
Horace  be  called  Flaccus,  as  if  his  ears  had 
been  stretched  in  the  pillory  ?  I  need  not 
mention  the  Burrhif  Nigri,  Rt^fi,  Aouilii, 
and  Rutilii,  because  we  have  the  same  roolish 
surnames  in  England ;  and  even  the  Lappa; 
for  I  myself  know  a  very  pretty  miss  called 
Raugkhhead,  though  in  fact  there  is  not  a 
young  lady  in  the  bills  of  mortality  who  takes 
more  pains  to  dress  her  hair  to  the  best  ad- 
vantajre.  The  famous  dictator,  whom  the 
deputies  of  Rome  found  at  the  plough,  was 
known  by  the  name  of  Cincinnatust  or 
Ragfftd-kead.  Now  I  leave  you  to  judge 
how  It  would  sound  in  these  days,  if  a  foot- 
man at  the  play-house  should  call  out, — 
**  My  Lady  Ragged-head^ f  coach.  Room 
for  my  Lady  Ragged-head**  I  am  doubt- 
ful  whether  the  S^ish  name  of  Hale  does 
not  come  from  the  Roman  cognomen  Halat 
which  signifies  stinking  breath.  What 
need  I  mention  the  r^lauti,  Panci,  Vain 
Vari,  Vati^B,  and  Scauri ;  the  Thtditani,  the 
Malicit  CenestetUst  and  Leecm;  in  other 
words,  the  Splmf-foots,  Bandp-legs,  Sham- 
Ms-sAtns,  Baker-kneeSf  Club-fools^  Ham- 
meT'headSf  Chubby-cheekSf  BM'heads,  and 
LetchersJ  I  shall  not  say  a  word  of  the 
Buteo  or  Buxzard^  that  I  may  not  be 
obliged  to  explain  the  meaning  or  the  word 


TriorchiSf  from  whence  i^  takes  its  denomi- 
nation ;  yet  all  those  were  great  famiiies  in 
Rome. 

But  I  cannot  help  taking  notice  of  some 
of  the  same  improprieties  which  have  crept 
into  the  language  and  customs  of  this  coun- 
try.   Let  us  suppose,  for  example,  a  for- 
eigner reading  an   English   newspaper    in 
these    terms — *'  Last    Tuesday,  the  Right 
Honourable  Timothy  SUlyman,  secretary  of 
state  for  the  southern  department,  gave  a 
grand  entertainment  to  the  nobility  and  gen- 
try at  his  house  in  Knave*s  acre.  The  even- 
ing was  concluded  with  a  ball,  which  was 
opened  by  Sir  Samuel  Hog  and  Lady  Diana 
Rough-head.     We  hear  there  is  purpose  of 
marriage  between  Mr  Alderman  SmaU-cock 
and  Miss  Harriet  Hair^stones,  a  young  laty 
of  great  fortune  and  superlative  merit.     By 
the  last  mail  from  Germany,  we  have  certain 
advice  of  a  complete  victory  which  General 
Coward  has  obtained  over  the  enemy.    On 
this  occasion  the  general  displayed  all  the  in- 
trepidity of  the  most  renowned  hero :  by  the 
same  channel  we  are  informed  that  Lieuteit- 
ant  Little-fear  has  been  broken  by  a  coart- 
martial  for  cowardice.     We  hear  that  £<i- 
ward  West,  Esq.  will  be  elected  president  of 
the  directors  of  the  East  India  company  for 
the  ensuing  year.     It  is  reported  that  Com- 
modore North  will  be  sent  with  a  squadron 
into  the   South   Sea.    Captains  East  and 
South  are  appointed  by  the  lords  of  the  ad- 
miratty  commanders  of  two  frigates,  to  sail 
on  the  discovery  of  the  North-west  passage. 
Yesterday  morning  Sir  John  Summer,  bar- 
onet,  lay  dangerously  ill  at  his  house  in 
Spring-Gardmi,  where  he  is  attended  by  Dr 
Winter;  but  there  are  no  hopes  of  his  reco* 
very.    Saturday  last,  Philip  Frost,  a  dealer 
in  gunpowder^  died  at  his  bouse  in  Snoio- 
Aw,  or  a  fever  caught  by  overheating  him- 
self, in  walking  for  a  wager  from  No  mtuCs 
land  Co  the  World^s  End.    Last  week  Mr 
John  Fog,  teacher  of  astronomy  in  Rother- 
hithe,  was  married  to  the  widow  Fairwea- 
ther  of  PuddUdoek.     We  hear  firom  Bath, 
that  on  Thursday  last  a  duel  was  fought  on 
Landsdown,  by  Captain  Sparrow  and  Rich" 
ard  Hawke,  Esq.  in  which  the  latter  was 
mortally  wounded.    Friday  last  ended  the 
sessions  at  the  Old  Bailey,  when  the  follow- 
ing persons  received  sentence  of  death— 
Leonard  Lamb,  for  the  murder  of  Juims 
Wolf;  and  Henry  Grave f  for  robbing  and 
assaulting  Dr  Death,  whereby  the  said  Death 
was  put  in  fear  of  his  life.     CHles  Ooslingf 
for  defrauding  Simon  Fox  of  four  guineas 
and  bis  watch,  by  subtle  craft,  was  trans* 
ported  for  seven  years;  and  David  Dritkh^ 
water  was  ordered  to  be  set  in  the  stocks  as 
an  habitual  drunkard.    The  trial  of  ThomMS 
Qreen^  whitster  at  Fulham,  for  a  rape  on 
the  body  of  Flora  White^  a  mulatto,  was 
pat  oflT  till  next  sessions,  on  account  of  the 
absence  of  two  material  evidencesi  vis.  S^ 
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rmk  Brown,  clea^starcher  of  PimlieOf  and 
Antlumu  Black,  scarlet-dyer  of  Wands- 
worth.  I  ask  thee,  Peacock,  whether  a 
aenaible  foreigner,  who  understood  the  literal 
meaning  of  these  names,  which  are  all  truly 
British,  would  not  think  ye  were  a  nation  of 
humourists,  who  delighted  in  cross-purposes 
and  ludicrous  singularity!  But,  indeed,  ye 
are  not  more  absurd  in  this  particular  than 
some  of  your  neighbours.  I  know  a  French- 
man of  the  name  of  Bouvier,  which  signifies 
eoW'keeper,  pique  himself  upon  his  noblesse ; 
and  a  general  called  Valavoir  is  said  to  have 
lost  his  life  by  the  whimsical  impropriety  of 
his  surname,  which  signifies  go  and  tee.* 
You  may  remember  an  Italian  minister  call- 
ed Gro99a  UMta,  or  Chreat  head,  though  in 
fact  be  had  scarce  any  head  at  all.  That  na- 
tion has,  likewise,  its  SforzaSf  Malatestas, 
Boceanisras,  Porctnas,  CHudices;  its  Co- 
lonnat,  muratoriotf  MediciSf  and  Oozzi  : 
endeavours,  chuckle-heade,  black  muzzles, 
hogs,  judges,  pillitrs,  masons,  leeches,  and 
chubby-chops,  Spain  has  its  Almohadas, 
Oirones,  Vtreras,  Ursinas,  and  Zapatas ; 
signifying,  cushions,  gores,  bullocks,  bears, 
and  slimsers.  The  Turks,  in  other  respects 
a  sensiUe  people,  fall  into  the  same  extrava- 
gance, with  respect  to  the  inheritance  of 
surnames.  An  Armenian  merchant,  to  whom 
I  once  belonged  at  Aleppo,  used  to  dine  at 
the  house  of  a  cook,  whose  name  was  Clock- 
maker  ;  and  the  handsomest  ichoglan  in  the 
bashaw's  seraglio  was  sumamed  Crook-back, 
If  we  may  believe  the  historian  Buck,  there 
was  the  same  impropriety  in  the  same  epi- 
thet bestowed  upon  Richard  III.  King  of  Enfif- 
land,  who,  he  says,  was  one  of  t&e  best  made 
men  of  the  age  in  which  he  lived:  but  here 
I  must  contradict  the  said  Buck  from  my  own 
knowledge.  Richard  had,  undoubtedly,  one 
shoulder liigher  than  the  other,  and  his  left 
arm  was  a  little  shrunk  and  contracted :  but 
notwithstanding  the  ungracious  colours  in 
which  he  has  been  drawn  by  the  flatterers 
of  the  house  of  Lancaster,  lean  assure  thee. 
Peacock,  that  Richard  was  a  prince  of  a  very 
agreeable  aspect,  and  excelled  in  every  per- 
sonal accomplishment ;  neither  was  his  heart 
a  stranger  to  the  softer  passions  of  tender- 
ness  and  pity.  The  very  night  that  preceded 
the  battle  of  Bosworth,  in  which  he  lost  his 
life,  he  went  in  disguise  to  the  house  of  a 
farmer  in  the  neighbourhood,  to  visit  an  in- 
fant son  there  boarded,  who  was  the  fruit  of 
an  amour  between  him  and  a  young  lady  of 
the  first  condition.  Upon  this  occasion,  he 
embraced  the  child  with  all  the  marks  of  pa^ 

*  The  general,  taking  a  solitary  walk  in  the 
evening,  was  qaestioned  by  a  sentinel,  and  an- 
swered— "  Va  la  voir,**  The  soldier,  taking 
the  words  in  a  literal  sense,  repeated  the  ehal- 
len^  :  he  was  answered  in  the  same  manner ; 
anil  being  alTronteit,  fired  apon  the  general,  who 
lell  dead  on  the  spot. 


temal  affection ;  and,  doubtful  of  the  issue  of 
the  approaching  battle,  shed  a  flood  of  tears 
at  parting  from  him,  after  having  recommend- 
ed him  to  the  particular  care  of  his  nurse,  to 
whom  he  gave  money  and  jewels  to  a  consi- 
derable value.  After  the  catastrophe  of 
Richard,  this  house  was  plundered,  and  the 
nurse  with  difficulty  escaped  to  another  part 
of  the  country ;  but  as  the  enemies  of  Rich- 
ard now  prevailed,  she  durst  never  reveal  the 
secret  of  the  boy*s  birth ;  and  he  was  bred  up 
as  her  own  son  to  the  trade  of  bricklaying, 
in  which  character  he  lived  and  died  at  an 
advanced  age  in  London.  Moreover,  it  is 
but  justice  in  me,  who  constituted  part  of  one 
of  Richard's  yeomen  of  the  guard,  to  assure 
thee  that  this  prince  was  not  so  wicked  and 
cruel  as  he  has  been  represented.  The  only 
share  he  had  in  the  death  of  his  brother  Cla. 
rence,  was  his  forbearing  to  interpose  in  Uie 
behalf  of  t)\at  prince  with  their  elder  brother 
King  Edward  IV.  who,  in  fact,  was  the 
greatest  brute  of  the  whole  family :  neither 
did  he  poison  his  own  wife ;  nor  employ  as- 
sassins to  murder  his  two  nephews  in  the 
Tower.  Both  the  boys  were  given  by  Tyrrel 
in  charge  to  a  German  Jew,  with  directions 
to  breed  them  up  as  his  own  children,  in  a 
remote  country ;  and  the  eldest  died  of  a  fb^ 
ver  at  Embden,  and  the  other  afterwards  ap- 
peared as  claimant  of  the  English  crown:  all 
the  world  knows  how  he  finished  his  career 
under  the  name  of  Perk  in  Waibeck.  So 
much  for  the  abuse  of  surnames,  in  the  in« 
vestigation  of  which  I  might  have  used  thy 
own  by  way  of  illustration ;  for,  if  thou  and 
all  thy  generation  were  put  to  the  rack,  they 
would  not  be  able  to  give  any  tolerable  rea- 
son why  thou  shouldst  be  called  Peacock  ra- 
ther than  CrtA-louse,  But  it  is  now  high  time 
to  return  to  the  thread  of  our  narration. 
Taycho,  having  considered  the  list  of  officers, 
without  finding  one  name  which  implied  any 
active  virtue,  resolved  that  the  choice  ahoold 
depend  upon  accident.  He  hustled  them  all 
together  in  his  cap,  and  putting  in  his  hand 
at  random,  drew  forth  that  of  Hob-nob ;  a 
person  who  had  grown  old  in  obscurity,  with- 
out ever  having  found  an  opportunity  of  be- 
ing concerned  in  actual  service.  His  very 
name  was  utterly  unknown  to  Fika-kaka; 
and  this  circumstance  the  orator  considered 
as  a  lucky  omen :  for  the  cuboy  had  such  a 
remarkable  knack  at  finding  out  the  least 
qualified  subjects,  and  overlooking  merit,  his 
new  colleague  concluded,  not  without  some 
shadow  of  reason,  that  Hob-nob's  being  un- 
known to  the  prime  minister  was  a  sort  of 
negative  presumption  in  favour  of  his  char- 
acter. This  officer  was  accordingly  placed 
at  the  head  of  an  armament,  and  sent  against 
the  island  of  Thin-quo,  in  the  conquest  of 
which  he  was4o  be  supported  by  a  squadron 
of  iune  already  in  those  latitudes,  under  the 
command  of  the  chief  He-rhumn. 
The  voysge  was  performed  without  Iom; 
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tlie  troops  were  landed  without  oppoeition. 
They  had  already  advanced  towaroi  a  rising 
ground  which  commanded  the  principal  town 
of  the  island,  and  He*ruhmn  had  offered  to 
land  and  draw  the  artillery  by  the  mariners  of 
nis  squadron,  when  Hoh-nob  had  a  dream 
which  disconcerted  all  his  measures.  He 
dreamed  that  he  entertained  all  the  islanders 
in  the  temple  of  the  white  horse ;  and  that 
his  own  grandmother  did  the  honours  of  the 
table.  Indeed  be  could  not  have  performed 
a  greater  act  of  charity ;  for  they  were  lite- 
rally in  danger  of  perishing  by  famine.  Hav- 
inff  consulted  bis  interpreter  on  this  extra- 
ordinary dream,  he  was  given  to  understand 
that  the  omen  was  unlucky  ;  that  if  he  per- 
sisted  in  his  hostilities,  he  himself  would  be 
taken  prisoner,  and  offered  up  as  a  sacrifice 
to  the  idol  of  the  place.  While  he  ruminated 
on  this  unfavourable  response,  the  principal 
inhabitants  of  the  island  assembled,  in  order 
to  deliberate  upon  their  own  deplorable  situ- 
ation. Th^  had  neither  troops,  arms,  for- 
tifications,  nor  provision,  and  despaired  of 
supplies,  as  the  fleet  of  Japan  surrounded 
the  island.  In  this  emergency,  they  deter- 
mined to  submit  without  opposition;  and  ap- 
pointed a  deputation  to  go  and  make  a  tender 
of  the  island  to  general  Hob-nob.  This  de- 
putation, preceded  by  white  flags  of  trace, 
the  Japanese  commander  no  sooner  descried, 
than  he  thought  upon  the  interpretation  of 
his  dream.  He  mistook  the  deputies  with 
their  white  flags  for  the  bonzas  of  the  idol  to 
which  he  was  to  be  sacrificed;  and,  being 
sorely  troubled  in  mind,  ordered  the  troops 
to  be  immediately  re-embarked,  notwith- 
standing the  exhortations  of  He-rhumn,  and 
the  remonstrances  of  Rha-rin-tumm,  the  se- 
cond in  command,  who  used  a  number  of  ar- 
guments to  dissuade  him  firom  his  purpose. 
The  deputies,  seeing  the  enemy  in  motion, 
made  a  halt ;  and  after  they  were  fiurly  on 
boarrit  returned  to  the  town,  singing  hymns 
in  praise  of  the  idol  Fo,  who,  they  imagined, 
haa  confounded  the  imderstanding  of  the 
Japanese  general. 

The  attempt  upon  Thin-quo  having  thus 
miscarried.  Hob-nob  declared  he  would  re- 
turn to  Japan ;  but  was  with  difiSculty  per- 
suaded by  the  commander  of  the  fhne  and 
his  own  second,  to  make  a  descent  upon  an- 
other island  belonging  to  the  Chinese,  called 
QiM  ckut  where  they  assured  him  he  would 
meet  with  no  opposition.  As  he  had  no 
dream  to  deter  him  from  this  attempt,  he 
sufiered  himself  to  be  persuaded,  and  actually 
made  good  his  landing;  but  the  horror  occa^ 
sioned  by  the  apparition  of  his  grandmother 
had  made  such  an  impression  upon  his  mind, 
as  aflected  his  body.  Before  he  was  visited 
by  another  vision,  he  sickened  and  died; 
aiid  in  consequence  of  his  death,  Rha^rin- 
tomm  and  He-rhumn  made  a  conquest  of 
the  island  of  Qua^hu,  which  was  much 
moie  valuable  than  Thin-quo,  the  first  and  | 


sole  object  of  the  expedition.    When  the 
first  news  of  this  second  descent  arrived  io 
Japan,  the  ministry  were  in  the  utmost  con- 
fusion.   Mr  Orator  Taycho  did  not  scrapie 
to  declare  that  general  Hob-nob  had  misbe- 
haved, first,  in  relinquishing  Thin-quo  upon 
such  a  frivolous  pretence  as  the  supposed 
apparition  of  an  old  woman;  secondly,  in 
attempting  the  conquest  of  another  place, 
which  was  not  so  much  as  mentioned  in  ^pp 
instructions.    The  truth  is,  the  importance 
of  Qua-chu  was  not  known  to  the  cabinet  of 
Japan.     Fika-kaka  believed  it  was  some 
place  on  the  continent  of  Tartary,  and  ex- 
claimed, in  a  violent  passion, — "Rot  the 
blockhead,  Hob-nob;  he'll  have  an  army  of 
Chinese  on  his  back  in  a  twinkling !"  When 
the  president  Soo-san-sin-o  assured  him  that 
Qua-chu  was  a  rich  island  at  an  immense 
distance  horn  the  continent  of  Tartary,  the 
cuboy  insisted  upon  kissine  his  excellency's 
posteriors  for  the  agreeable  information  lie 
had  received.    In  a  few  weeks  arrived  the 
tidinss  of  the  island's  being  totally  reduced 
by  Rha-rin-tumm  and  He-rhumn.      Then 
the  conquest  was  published  throughout  the 
empire  of  Japan,  with  every  circumstance 
of  exaggeration.    The  blatant  beast  brayed 
applause.    The  rites  of  Fakku-basi  were  ce- 
lebrated with  unusual  solemnity ;  and  hymns 
of  triumph  were  sung  to  the  glory  of  the 
great  Taycho.    Even  the  cuboy  arro^[ated  to 
himself  some  share  of  the  honour  gamed  by 
this  expedition ;  inasmuch  as  the  general 
Rha-rin-tumm  was  the  brother  of  his  friend 
Mr  Secretary  No-bo-dy.    Fika-kaka  gave  a 
grand  entertainment  at  his  palace,  where  he 
appeared  crowned  with  a  garland  of  the 
tiikk'buroiiba,  or  laurel  of  Japan ;  and  eat 
so  much  of  the  soup  of  Joniku^  or  fauuios 
9waUow*9  nettt  that  he  was  for  three  days 
troubled  with  flatulencies  and  indigestion. 

In  the  midst  of  aU  this  festivity,  the  empe. 
ror  still  growled  and  grumbled  id>out  Yesso. 
His  new  ally  Brut-an-tiffi  had  met  with  a 
variety  of  fortune,  and  even  sufllered  some 
shocks,  which  orator  Taycho,  with  all  his 
art,  could  not  keep  fh>m  the  knowledge  of 
the  dairo.  He  ban  been  severely  drubrcd  by 
the  Mantchoux,  who  had  advanced  for  that 
purpose  even  to  his  court*yard :  but  this  was 
nothing  in  comparison  to  another  disaster, 
from  which  he  had  a  hair-breadth  escape. 
The  great  kham  had  employed  one  of  his 
most  wily  and  enterprising  chiefs  to  seise 
Brut-an-tiffi  by  surprise,  Mat  he  might  be 
brought  to  justice,  and  executed  as  a  fblon 
and  perturbator  of  the  public  peace.  Kunt- 
than,  who  was  the  partisan  pitched  upon  flv 
this  service,  practised  a  thousand  stratagems 
to  decoy  Brut-an,*tifB  into  a  careless  secnri^; 
bat  he  was  stiU  baffled  by  the  vigilance  of 
Yam-a*kbeit,  a  ftroous  soldier  of  fortune, 
who  had  engaged  in  the  service  of  the  out- 
lawed <»Tartar.  At  length  the  opportunity 
ofieredf^vben  this  captain  was  sent  out  to 
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lay  the  country  under  contribution.  Then 
Kunt-than  marching  solely  in  the  dead  of 
night,  caught  Brut-an-tim  napping.  He 
miffht  have  slain  him  upon  the  spot;  but  his 
orders  were  to  take  him  alive,  tnat  he  miffht 
be  made  a  public  example.  Accordingly,  nis 
sentinels  being  dispatched,  he  was  pulled  out 
of  bed,  and  his  hands  were  already  tied  with 
cords,  like  those  of  a  common  m^efactor, 
when,  by  his  roaring  and  bellowing,  he  gave 
tlfe  alarm  to  Yam-a-khelt,  who  chanced  to 
be  in  the  neighbourhood,  returning  from  his 
excursion.  He  made  all  the  haste  he  could, 
and  came  up  in  the  very  nick  of  time  to  save 
his  master.  He  fell  upon  the  party  of  Kunt- 
than  with  such  fury,  that  they  were  fain  to 
quit  their  prey :  then  he  cut  the  fetters  of 
Brut-an-tiffi,  who  took  to  his  heels  and  fled 
with  incredible  expedition,  leaving  his  pre- 
server in  the  midst  of  his  enemies,  by  whom 
he  was  overpowered,  struck  from  his  horse, 
and  trampled  to  death.  The  grateful  Tartar 
not  only  deserted  his  brave  captain  in  such 
extremity,  but  he  also  took  care  to  asperse 
his  memory,  by  insinuating  that  Yam-a-kheit 
had  undertaken  to  watch  him  while  he  took 
his  repose,  and  had  himself  fallen  asleep 
upon  his  post,  by  which  neglect  of  duty  the 
Ostrog  had  been  enabled  to  penetrate  into 
his  quarters.  'Tis  an  ill  wind  that  blows 
nobody  good: — the  same  disaster  that  de- 
prived him  of  a  good  officer,  afforded  him  an 
opportunity  to  shift  the  blame  of  neglect  from 
his  own  shoulders  to  those  of  a  person  who 
could  not  answer  for  himself.  In  the  same 
manner,  your  general  A y  acquitted  him- 
self of  the  charge  of  misconduct  for  the 

attack  of  T a,  by  accusing  his  engineer, 

who,  having  fallen  in  the  battle,  could  not 
contradict  his  assertion.  In  regard  to  the 
affair  with  the  Mantchoux,  Brut-an-tiffi  was 
resolved  to  swear  truth  out  of  Tartary  by 
mere  dint  of  impudence.  In  the  very  article 
of  running  away,  he  began  to  propasfate  the 
report  of  the  great  victory  he  had  obtained. 
He  sent  the  dairo  a  circumstantial  detail  of 
his  own  prowess,  and  expatiated  upon  the 
cowardice  of  the  Mantchoux,  who,  he  said, 
bad  vanished  from  him  like  quicksilver,  at 
the  very  time  when  they  were  quietly  pos- 
sessed of  the  field  of  battle,  and  he  himself 
was  calling  upon  the  mountains  to  cover 
him.  It  must  have  been  in  imitation  of  this 
great  original,  that  the  inspector,  of  tympa* 
nitical  memory,  assured  the  public,  in  one  of 
his  lucubrations,  that  a  certain  tall  Hibernian 
was  afraid  of  looking  him  in  the  face,  because 
the  said  poltroon  had  kicked  his  breech  the 
ni^t  before  in  presence  of  five  hundred  people. 
Fortune  had  now  abandoned  the  Chinese 
in  good  earnest.  Two  squadrons  of  their 
fune  had  been  successively  taken,  destroyed, 
or  dispersed  by  the  Japanese  commanders, 
Or-nbos  and  Fas-khan;  and  they  had  lost 
such  a  number  of  single  junks,  that  they 
were  scarce  able  to  keep  the  sea.    On  the 
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coast  of  Africa,  they  were  driven  from  the 
settlement  of  Kho-rhe  by  the  commander 
Kha-fell.  In  the  extremity  of  Asia,  they  had 
an  army  totally  defeated  by  the  Japanese 
captain  Khutt-whang,  and  many  of  their  set- 
tlements were  taken.  In  Fatsissio,  they 
lost  another  battle  to  Yan-oni,  and  divers 
strongholds.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  YessOy 
Bron-xi-tic,  who  commanded  the  mercenary 
army  of  Japan  on  that  continent,  had  been 
obliged  to  retreat  before  the  Chinese  from 
post  to  pillar,  till  at  length  he  found  it  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  maintain  his  position, 
even  at  the  risk  of  being  attacked  by  the 
enemy,  that  outnumbered  him  greatly.  He 
chose  an  advantageous  post,  where  he 
thought  himself  secure,  and  went  to  sleep  at 
his  usual  time  of  rest.  The  Chinese  general, 
resolving  to  beat  up  his  quarters  in  the  night, 
selected  a  body  of  horse  for  that  purpose, 
and  put  them  in  motion  accordingly.  It  was 
happy  for  Bron-xi-tic  that  this  detachment 
fell  upon  a  quarter  where  there  happened  to 
be  a  kennel  of  Japanese  dogs,  which  are  as 
famous  as  the  bull-dogs  of  England.  These 
animals,  ever  on  the  watch,  not  only  gave 
the  alarm,  but  at  the  same  time  fell  upon  the 
Chinese  horses  with  such  impetuosity,  that 
the  enemy  were  disordered,  and  had  actually 
fled  before  Bron-xi-tic  could  bring  up  his 
troops  to  action.  All  that  he  saw  of  the 
battle,  when  he  came  up,  was  a  small  nam* 
ber  of  killed  and  wounded,  and  the  cavalry 
of  the  enemy  scampering  off  in  confusion, 
though  at  a  great  distance  from  the  field. 
No  matter:  he  found  means  to  paint  this 
famous  battle  of  Myn-than  in  such  colours 
as  dazzled  the  weak  eye-sif  ht  of  the  Japanese 
monster,  which  bellowed  hoarse  applause 
through  all  its  throats,  and  in  its  hymns  of 
triumph  equalled  Bron-xi-tic  even  to  the  un- 
conquerable Brut-an-tiffi;  which  last,  about 
this  time,  received  at  his  own  door  another 
beating  from  the  Mantchoux,  so  severe,  that 
he  lay  for  some  time  without  exhibiting  any 
signs  of  life ;  and,  indeed,  owed  his  safety  to 
a  very  extraordinary  circumstance.  An 
Ostrog  chief  called  Llha-dahn,  who  had  re- 
inforced the  Mantchoux  with  a  very  consid- 
erable body  of  horse  before  the  battle, 
insisted  upon  carrying  off  the'  carcase  'Of 
Brut-an-tiffi,  that  it  might  be  hung  up  on  a 
gibbet  in  terroremf  before  the  pavilion  of  the 
great  kham.  The  general  of  the  Mantchoux, 
on  the  other  hand,  declared  he  would  have 
it  flayed  upon  the  spot,  and  the  skin  sent  as 
a  trophy  to  his  sovereign.  This  dispute 
produced  a  great  deal  of  abuse  betwixt  those 
barbarians  ;  and  it  was  with  difficulty  some 
of  their  inferior  chiefs,  who  were  wiser  than 
themselves,  prevented  them  from  going  by 
the  ears  together.  In  a  word,  the  confusion 
and  anarchy  that  ensued  afforded  an  oppor- 
tunity to  one  of  Brut-an-tiffi's  partizans  to 
steal  away  the  body  of  his  master,  whom  the 
noise  of  the  contest  had  just  roused  from  his 
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swoon.  Llha-dahiit  perceiving  he  was  gone, 
rode  off  in  disgust  with  all  his  cavalry ;  and 
the  Mantchoux,  instead  of  following  the 
blow,  made  a  retro^de  motion  towards  their 
own  country,  which  allowed  Brut^in-tiffi 
time  to  breathe.  Three  successive  disasters 
of  this  kind  would  have  been  sufficient  to 
lower  the  military  character  of  any  warrior, 
in  the  opinion  of  any  public  that  judged  from 
their  own  senses  and  reflection ;  but  by  this 
time  tlie  Japanese  had  quietly  resigned  all 
their  natural  perceptions,  and  paid  Uie  most 
implicit  faith  to  every  article  broached  by 
their  apostle  Taycho.  The  more  it  seemed 
to  contradict  common  reason  and  common 
evidence,  the  more  greedily  was  it  swallowed 
as  a  mysterious  dogma  of  the  political  creed. 
Taycho  tbe^  assured  them  that  the  whole 
army  of  the  Mantchouz  was  put  to  the  sword; 
and  that  Bron-xi-tic  would  carry  the  war 
within  three  weeks  into  the  heart  of  China : 
he  gave  them  ^blets  of  horse-blood  from 
Myn-than,  and  tickled  their  ears  and  their 
noses ;  they  snorted  approbation,  licked  his 
toes,  and  sunk  into  a  profound  lethargy. 

From  this,  however,  they  were  soon 
aroused  by  unwelcome  tidinm  from  Fatsis- 
sio.  Yatf-rai  had  proceeded  in  his  route 
until  he  was  stopped  by  a  vast  lake,  which 
he  could  not  possibly  traverse  without  boats,* 
cork-jackets,  or  some  such  expedient,  which 
could  not  be  supplied  for  tnat  campaign. 
Ya>Ioff  had  sailed  up  the  river  to  Quiblquab, 
which  he  found  so  strongly  fortified  by  na- 
ture, that  it  seemed  rashness  even  to  attempt 
a  landing,  especially  in  the  face  of  an  enemy 
more  numerous  than  his  own  detachment. 
Land,  however,  he  did,  and  even  attacked  a 
fortified  camp  of  the  Chinese ;  but,  in  spite 
of  all  his  efforts,  he  was  repulsed  with  con- 
siderable slaughter.  He  sent  an  account  of 
this  miscarriage  to  Taycho,  giving  him  to 
understand,  at  the  same  time,  that  he  had 
received  no  intelligence  of  Yaff-rai*s  motions: 
that  his  troops  were  greatly  diminished;  that 
the  season  was  too  far  advanced  to  keep  the 
field  much  longer ;  and  that  nothing  was  left 
them  but  a  choice  of  difficulties,  every  one 
of  which  seemed  more  insurmountable  than 
another.  Taycho  having  deliberated  on  this 
subject,  thought  it  was  necessary  to  prepare 
the  monster  tor  the  worst  that  could  happen, 
as  he  now  expected  to  hear  by  the  first 
opportunity  that  the  grand  expedition  of 
Fatsissio  had  totally  miscarried.  He  resolv- 
ed, therefore  to  throw  the  blame  upon  the 
shoulders  of  Ya-loff  and  Yaff-rai,  and  stigma- 
tize them  OS  the  creatures  of  Fika^kaka,  who 
had  neither  ability  to  comprehend  the  in- 
structions he  had  siven,  nor  resolution  to 
execute  the  plan  he  bad  projected.  For  this 
purpose  he  ascended  the  rostrum,  and,  with 
a  ruefbl  length  of  face,  opened  his  harangue 
upon  the  defeat  of  Ya-loff.  The  hydra  no 
sooner  understood  that  the  troops  of  Japan 
had  been  discomfited,  than  it  was  seised  with 


a  kind  of  hysteric  fit,  and  ottered  a  veil 
loud  and  horrible^  that  the  blindibid  6miro 
trembled  in  the  most  internal  recesses  of  his 
palace :  the  cuboy  Fika-kaka  had  such  a  pnK 
fuse  evacuation,  that  the  discharge  is  said  to 
have  weighed  five  boll-ah,  equal  to  eight  and 
forty  pounds  three  ounces  and  two  penny- 
weights avoirdupois  of  Great  Britain.  Even 
Taycho  himself  was  discomposed.  In  vain 
he  presented  the  draught  of  yeast,  and  tfae 
goblet  of  blood :— in  vain  his  pipers  sootfid 
the  ears*  and  his  tall  fellows  tickled  the  noae 
of  the  blatant  beast.  It  continued  to  howl 
and  grin,  and  gnash  its  teeth,  and  writhe 
itself  into  a  thousand  contortions,  as  if  it  had 
been  troubled  with  that  twisting  of  the  giita 
called  the  iliac  passion.  Taycho  bejnui  to 
think  its  case  desperate,  and  sent  &r  the 
dairo's  chief  physician,  who  prescribed  a 
glyster  of  the  distilled  spirit  analogous  to 
your  geneva;  but  no  apothecary  nor  old 
woman  in  Meaco  would  undertake  to  admin- 
ister it  on  any  consideration,  the  patient  was 
such  a  filthy,  awkward*  lubberly,  unmanage- 
able beast  **  If  what  comes  from  its  mouth." 
said  they,  **  be  foul,  virulent,  and  pestilantia], 
how  nauseous,  poisonous,  and  intolerable 
must  that  be  which  takes  the  other  course  I'* 
When  Taycho's  art  and  foresight  were  at  a 
stand,  accident  came  to  his  assistance.  A 
courier  arrived,  preceded  by  twelve  postilions 
blowing  horns ;  and  he  brou^t  the  news  that 
Quib-quab  was  taken.  Tne  orator  com- 
manded them  to  place  their  horns  within  aa 
many  of  the  monster's  lon^  ears,  and  blow 
with  all  their  might,  until  it  should  exhibit 
some  signs  of  hearing.-  The  experiment 
succeeded.  This  hydra  waking  from  its 
trance,  opened  its  eves  ;  and  Taycho  seizing 
this  opportunity,  hallooed  in  his  loudest 
tone, — *'Quib-quab  is  taken."  This  note 
being  repeated,  the  beast  started  up;  then 
raising  itself  on  its  hind  legs,  began  to  wag 
its  tail,  to  frisk  and  fawn,  to  lick  Taycho's 
sweaty  socks ;  in  fine,  crouching  on  its  belly* 
it  took  the  orator  on  its  back,  and,  proceed- 
ing through  the  streets  of  Meaco,  brayed 
aloud, — "Make  way  for  the  divine  Taycho ! 
Make  way  for  the  conqueror  of  Quib-quab!" 
But  the  gallant  Ya-loff,  the  real  conqueror 
of  Quib-quab,  was  no  more.  He  fell  m  the 
battle  bv  which  the  conquest  was  achieved, 
yet  not  before  he  saw  victory  declared  in  his 
favour.  He  had  made  incredible  efforts  to 
surmount  the  difficulties  that  surrounded  him. 
At  length  he  found  means  to  scale  a  perpen- 
dicular rock,  which  the  enemy  had  left 
unguarded,  on  the  supposition  that  nature 
had  made  it  inaccessible.  This  exploit  was 
performed  in  the  night,  and  in  the  morning 
the  Chinese  saw  his  troops  drawn  up  in 
order  of  battle  on  the  plains  of  Quib-qoab. 
As  their  numbers  greatly  exceeded  the  Japa- 
nese, they  did  not  decline  the  trial;  and  in  a 
little  time  both  armies  were  engaged.  The 
contest,  howeveri  was  not  of  long 
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thoiigli  it  proved  fatal  to  the  general  on  each 
side.  Ya-]oif  being  slain,  the  command 
derolved  upon  Tohn^yn,  who  pursued  the 
enemy  to  the  walb  of  Quib-quab,  which  was 
next  day  surrendered  to  him  by  capitulation. 
Nothing  was  now  seen  and  heard  in  the 
capital  but  jubilee,  triumph,  and  intoxication; 
and  indeed  the  nation  had  not  for  some  cen- 
tunes  seen  such  an  occasion  for  joy  and 
satisfaction.  The  only  person  that  did  not 
hllurtily  rejoice  was  the  dairo  Got-hama-baba. 
By  this  tune  he  was  so  tartarized,  that  he 
grudged  his  subjects  every  advantage  obtain- 
ed hd  Fatsissio ;  and  when  Fikai-kaka  hob- 
bled  up  to  him  with  the  news  of  the  victory, 
instead  of  saluting  him  with  the  kick  of 
approbation,  he  turned  his  back  upon  him, 
saying, — "  Bob !  boh !  What  do  you  tell  me 
of  Quib-quab  1  The  damned  Chinese  are  still 
on  the  nrontiers  of  Yesso.**  As  to  the 
beast,  it  was  doomed  to  undergo  a  variety 
of  agitation.  Its  present  gambols  were  in- 
terrupted  by  a  fresh  alarm  from  China.  It 
was  reported  that  two  great  armaments  were 
equipped  for  a  double  descent  upon  the 
dominions  of  Japan ;  that  one  of  these  had 
already  sailed  north  about  for  the  island  of 
Xicoco,  to  make  a  diversion  in  favour  of  the 
other,  which,  being  the  most  considerable, 
was  desiffned  for  the  southern  coast  of  Japan. 
These  tidings,  which  were  not  without  foun- 
dation,  had  such  an  effect  upon  the  multitu- 
dinous monster,  that  it  was  first  of  all  seized 
with  an  universal  shivering.  Its  teeth 
chattered  so  lond,  that  the  sound  was  heard 
at  the  distance  of  half  a  league ;  and  for  some 
time  it  was  struck  dumb.  During  this 
paroxysm,  it  crawled  silently  on  its  belly  to 
a  sand-hill  just  without  the  walls  of  Meaco, 
and  began  to  scratch  the  earth  with  great 
eagerness  and  perseverance.  Some  people 
imagined  it  was  digging  for  gold ;  but  the 
truth  is,  the  beast  was  makinj^  a  hole  to  hide 
itself  from  the  enemy,  whom  it  durst  not  look 
in  the  face :  ibr  it  must  be  observed  of  this 
beast,  it  was  equally  timorous  and  cruel, 
eaually  cowardly  and  insolent.  So  hard  it 
laboured  at  this  cavern,  that  it  had  actually 
burrowed  itself  all  but  the  tail,  when  its  good 
angel  Taycho  whistled  it  out,  with  the  news 
of  another  complete  victory  gained  over  the 
Chinese  at  sea  by  the  sey-seo-gun  Phal- 
khan,  who  had  snre  enough  discomfited 
or  destroyed  the  great  armament  of  the 
enemy.  As  for  the  other  small  squadron 
which  had  steered  the  northerly  course  to 
Xicoco,  it  was  encountered,  defeated,  taken, 
and  brought  into  the  harbours  of  Japan,  by 
three  liffht  fune,  under  the  command  of  a 
young  chief  caUed  Hel-y-otte,  who  happened 
to  be  cruising  on  that  part  of  the  coast. 
The  beast  Marin^  Tavcho's  auspicious 
whistle,  crept  out  with  its  buttocks  foremost ; 
and,  having  done  him  homage  in  the  usual 
style,  began  to  re-act  its  former  extravagan- 
eies.    It  now  considered  this  demagogue  as 


the  supreme  siver  of  all  good,  and  adored 
him  accordingW.  The  apostle  Bupo  was  no 
longer  invoked.  The  temple  of  Faku-basi 
was  almost  fi>rgotten,  and  the  bonzas  were 
universally  despised.  The  praise  of  the 
prophet  Taycho  had  swallowed  up  all  other 
worship.  Let  us  inquire  how  far  he  merited 
this  adoration,  how  justly  the  unparalleled  ^ 
success  of  this  year  was  ascribed  to  his  con- 
duct and  sagacity.  Cbo-rhe  was  taken  by 
Kha-fell,  andQuib-quab  by  Ya-loff  and  Then* 
syn.  By  land  the  Chinese  were  defeated  in 
Fatsissio  by  Yan-o-ni,  in  the  extremity  of 
Asia  by  Khutt-whang,  and  in  Tartary  by  the 
Japanese  bull-dogs,  without,  command  or  di* 
rection.  At  sea  one  of  their  squadrons  had 
been  destroyed  by  Or-nbos,  a  second  by  Fas* 
khan,  a  third  was  taken  by  Hel-y-otte,  a 
fourth  was  worsted  and  put  to  flight  in  three 
successive  engagements  near  the  land  of 
Kamtschatka  oy  tlie  chief  Bak-kakh,  and 
their  grand  armament  defeated  by  the  sey* 
seo-gun  Phal-khan.  But  Kha-fell  was  a 
stranger  to  orator  Taycho ;  Ya-loff  he  had 
never  seen ;  the  bull-dogs  had  been  collected 
at  random  firom  the  shambles  of  Meaco ;  he 
bad  never  beard  of  Yan-o-ni's  name,  tiU  he 
distinguished  himself  by  his  first  victory  ;  nor 
did  he  know  there  was  any  ^ch  person  as 
Khutt-whang  existing.  As  for  Or-nbos,  Fas* 
khan,  Phal-khan,  and  Bak-kakh,  they  had 
been  sey-seo-guns  in  constant  employment 
under  the  former  administration ;  and  the 
youth  Hel-y-otte  owed  his  promotion  to  the 
mterest  of  bis  own  family.  But  it  may  be 
alleged  that  Taycho  projected  in  his  closet 
those  plans  that  were  crowned  with  success. 
We  have  seen  how  he  mutilated  and  frittered 
the  original  campai^  in  Fatsissio,  so  as  to 
leave  it  at  the  capnce  of  fortune.  The  re» 
duction  of  Cho-rne  was  jmirt  of  the  design 
formed  by  the  banyan  Thum-khumm-qoa, 
which  Taycho  did  all  that  lay  in  his  power  to 
render  abortive.  The  plan  of  operations,  in 
the  extremity  of  Tartary  he  did  not  pretend 
to  meddle  with ;  it  was  the  concern  of  the 
officers  appointed  by  the  trading  company 
there  settled ;  and  as  to  the  advantages  ob- 
tained at  sea,  they  naturally  result^  firom 
the  disposition  of  cruizes,  made  and  regu- 
lated by  the  board  of  sey-seo-gunsiality,  with 
which  no  minister  ever  interfered.  He  might 
indeed  have  recalled  the  chiefs  and  officers 
whom  he  found  already  appointed  when  he 
took  the  reins  of  admtnistrji^ion,  and  filled 
their  places  with  others  of  his  own  choosing. 
UMv  far  he  was  qualified  to  make  such  a 
choice,*  and  plan  new  expeditions,  appears 
from  the  adventures  of  the  generals  he  did 
appoint ;  Moria-tanti,  who  was  deterred  from 
landing  by  a  perspective  view  of  whiskers ; 
Hylib-bib,  who  left  his  rear  in  the  lurch ;  and 
Hob-nob,  who  made  such  a  masterly  retreat 
from  the  supposed  bonzas  of  Thin-quo.  These 
three  were  literally  commandera  of  his  own 
creation,  employed  in  executing  schemes  of 
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bis  own  projecting;  and  these  three  were 
the  only  generals  he  made,  and  the  only 
miHtary  plans  he  projected,  if  we  except  the 
ffrand  scheme  ofsubsidizinff  Bnit-an-tiffi,  and 
forming  an  army  of  one  hundred  thousand 
men  in  Tartary,  for  the  defence  of  the  farm 
of  YeFso.  Things  being  so  circumstanced, 
it  may  be  easily  conceived  that  the  orator 
could  ask  nothing  which  the  mobile  would 
venture  to  refuse  ;  and  indeed  he  tried  his  in- 
fluence to  the  utmost  stretch :  he  milked  the 
dogs  of  the  monster  till  the  blood  came.  For 
the  service  of  the  ensuing  year*  he  squeezed 
from  them  nearly  twelve  millions  of  obans, 
amounting  to  near  twenty-four  millions  ster- 
ling, abfiut  four  times  as  much  as  had  ever 
been  raised  by  the  empire  of  Japan  in  any 
former  war.  But  by  this  time  Taycho  was 
become  not  only  a  convert  to  the  system  of 
Tartary,  which  he  had  formerly  persecuted, 
but  also  an  enthusiast  in  love  and  admiration 
of  Brut-an-tiffi,  who  had  lately  sent  him  his 
poetical  works  in  a  present.  This,  however, 
would  have  been  of  no  use,  as  he  could  not 
read  them,  had  not  he  discovered  tliat  thev 
were  printed  on  a  verv  fine,  soft,  smooth 
Chinese  paper,  made  of  silk,  which  he  hap- 
pily converted  to  another  fundamental  pur- 
pose.  In  return  for  this  compliment,  tiie 
orator  sent  him  a  bullock's  horn  bound  with 
brass,  value  fifteen  pence,  which  had  lon^ 
served  him  as  a  pitch<pipe  when  he  made  ha- 
rangues to  the  mobile  :  it  was  the  same  kind 
of  instrument  which  Horace  describes,  tibia 
vincta  orichalco.  And  pray  take  notice,  Pea- 
cock, this  was  the  only  present  Taycho  ever 
bestowed  on  any  man,  woman,  or  child, 
tfaroufifh  the  whole  course  of  his  life,  I  mean 
out  of  his  own  pocket;  for  he  was  extremely 
liberal  of  the  public  money,  in  his  subsidies 
to  the  Tartar  chiefs,  and  in  the  prosecution 
of  the  war  upon  that  continent.  The  orator 
was  a  genius  self-tauffht,  without  the  help 
of  human  institution.  lie  affected  to  under- 
value all  men  of  literary  talents ;  and  the  only 
cook  he  ever  read  with  any  degree  of  plea- 
sure, was  a  collection  of  rhapsodies  preached 
by  one  Ab-ren-thi,  an  obscure  fanatic  bonza, 
a  native  of  the  island  of  Xicoco.  Certain  it 
is,  nature  seemed  to  have  produced  him  for 
the  sole  purpose  of  fascinating  the  mob,  and 
endued  him  with  faculties  accordingly. 

Notwithstanding  all  his  efforts  in  behalf 
of  the  Tartarian  scheme,  the  Chinese  still 
lingered  on  the  frontiers  of  Yesso.  The 
views  of  the  court  of  Pekin  exactly  coincided 
with  the  interest  of  Bron-xi-tic,  the  merce- 
nary general  of  Japan.  The  Chinese,  con- 
founded at  the  unheard-of  success  of  the  Ja- 
panese in  Fatsissio  and  other  parts  of  the 
globe,  and  extremely  mortified  at  the  de- 
stniction  of  their  fleets  and  the  ruin  of  their 
commerce,  saw  no  other  way  of  distressing 
the  enemy,  but  that  of  prolonging  the  war  on 
the  continent  of  Tartary,  which  they  could 
rapport  for  little  more  than  their  ordinary 


expense ;  whereas  Japan  could  not  maintain 
it  without  contracting  yearly  immense  loads 
of  debt,  which  must  have  crushed  it  at  the 
long-run.  It  was  the  business  of  the  Chinese, 
therefore,  not  to  finish  the  war  in  Tartary  by 
taking  the  farm  of  Yesso,  because,  in  that 
case,  the  annual  expense  of  it  would  have 
been  saved  to  Japan ;  but  to  keep  it  alive  by 
forced  marches,  predatory  excursions,  and 
undecisive  actions ;  and  this  was  precisely 
the  interest  of  General  Bron-xi-tic,  who,  lii 
the  continuance  of  the  war,  enjoyed  the  con- 
tinuance of  all  his  emoluments.  All  that  he 
had  to  do,  then,  was  to  furnish  Taycho  from 
time  to  time  with  a  cask  of  human  blood,  for 
the  entertainment  of  the  blatant  beast ;  and 
to  send  over  a  few  horse  tails,  as  trophies  of 
pretended  victories,  to  be  waved  before  the 
monster  in  its  holiday  processions.  He  and 
the  Chinese  general  seemed  to* act  in  con- 
cert. They  advanced  and  retreated  in  turns 
betwixt  two  given  lines,  and  the  campaign 
always  ended  on  the  same  spot  where  it  be- 
gan. The  only  difference  between  them  was 
in  the  motives  of  their  conduct ;  the  Chinese 
commander  acted  for  the  benefit  of  his^sove* 
reign,  and  Bron-xi-tic  acted  for  his  own. 

The  continual  danger  to  which  the  farm  of 
Yesso  was  exposed,  produced  such  appre- 
hensions and  cnagrin  in  the  mind  of  the  dairo 
Got-hama-baba,  that  his  health  began  to  de- 
cline. He  neglected  his  food  andnis  rattle, 
and  no  longer  took  any  pleasure  in  kicking 
the  cuboy.  He  frequently  muttered  ejacula- 
tions about  the  farm  of  Yesso ;  nay,  once  or 
twice,  in  the  transports  of  his  impatience,  he 
pulled  the  bandage  from  his  eves,  and  cursed 
Taycho  in  the  Tartarian  language.  At 
length  he  fell  into  a  lethargy,  and,  even  when 
roused  a  little  by  blisters  and  caustics,  seem- 
ed insensible  of  everv  thing  that  was  done 
about  him.  These  blisters  were  raised  by 
burning  the  moxa  upon  his  scalp.  The  pow- 
der of  menoki  was  also  injected  in  a  glj^ter ; 
and  the  operation  of  acupuncture,  called  m»- 
kei,  performed  without  effect.  His  disorder 
was  so  stubborn,  that  the  cuboy  began  to 
think  he  was  bewitched,  and  suspected  Tay- 
cho of  having  practised  sorcery  on  his  sover- 
eign. He  communicated  this  suspicion  to 
Mura-clami,  who  shook  his  head,  and  advis- 
ed that,  with  the  orator's  good  leave,  the 
council  should  be  consulted.  Taycho,  who 
had  gained  an  absolute  empire  over  the  mind 
of  the  dairo,  and  could  not  foresee  how  his 
interest  might  stand  with  his  successor,  was 
heartily  disposed  to  concur  in  any  feasible 
experiment  for  the  recovery  of  Got-hama- 
baba  ;  he  therefore  consented  that  the  mouths 
of  the  council  should  be  unpadlocked  pro  hoc 
vf'ce,  and  the  members  were  assembled  with- 
out  delay ;  with  this  express  proviso,  howev- 
er, that  they  were  to  confine  their  delibera- 
tions to  the  subject  of  the  dairo  and  his  dis- 
temper. By  this  time  the  physicians  had 
discovered  the  cause  of  the  disorder,  which 
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was  DO  other  than  his  bein^  stung  by  a  poi- 
sonous  insect  produced  in  Uie  land  of  Yeaso, 
analogous  to  the  tarantula,  which  is  said  to 
do  so  much  mischief  in  some  parts  of  Apug- 
lia,  as  we  are  told  by  ^lian,  Epiphanius 
Ferdinandus,  and  Baglivi.  In  both  cases  the 
only  effectual  remedy  was  music ;  and  now 
the  council  was  called  to  determine  what 
sort  of  music  should  be  administered.  You 
n^st  know,  Peacock,  the  Japanese  are  but 
imifierently  skilled  in  this  art,  though  in 
general  the^  affect  to  be  connoisseurs.  They 
are  utterly  ignorant  of  the  theory,  and  in  the 
practice  are  excelled  by  all  their  neighbours, 
the  Tartars  not  excepted.  For  my  own  part, 
I  studied  music  under  Pythagoras  at  Croto- 
na.  He  found  ihe  scale  of  seven  tones  im> 
perfect,  and  added  the  octave  as  a  fixed,  sen- 
sible, and  intelligent  termination  of  an  inter- 
val, which  included  every  possible  division, 
and  determined  all  the  relative  differences  of 
sounds;  besides,  he  tauorht  us  how  to  ex- 
press  the  octave  by  j,  £c.  &c.  But  why 
should  I  talk  to  thee  of  the  ancient  digram- 
ma,  the  genera,  &c.  of  music,  which,  with 
theif^olours,  were  constructed  by  a  division 
of  the  diatessaroni  Thou  art  too  dull  and  ig- 
norant to  comprehend  the  chromatic  species, 
the  construction  of  the  tetrachord,  the  Phry- 
gian,  the  Lydian,  and  other  modes  of  the  an- 
cient music ;  and  for  distinction  of  ear,  thou 
roightest  be  justly  ranked  among  the  bray- 
ing tribe  that  graze  along  the  ditches  of 
Tottenham-court,  or  Hock-ley-i'the-hole.  I 
know  that  nothing  exhilarates  thy  spirits  so 
much  as  a  sonata  on  the  salt-box,  or  a  con- 
cert of  marrow  bones  and  cleavers.  The 
ears  of  the  Japanese  were  much  of  the  same 
texture :  and  their  music  was  suited  to  their 
ears.  They  neither  excelled  in  the  melo- 
poeia,  and  rhyme  or  cadence ;  nor  did  they 
know  any  thing  of  the  true  science  of  har- 
mony, compositions  in  parts,  and  those  com- 
binations of  sounds,  the  invention  of  which, 
with  the  improvement  of  the  scale,  is  er- 
roneously ascribed  to  a  Benedictine  monk. 
The  truth  is,  the  ancients  understood  com- 
position perfectly  well.  Their  scale  was 
founded  upon  perfect  consonances:  they 
were  remarkably  nice  in  tempering  sounds, 
and  had  reduced  their  intervals  and  concords 
to  mathematical  demonstration. 

But,  to  return  to  the  council  of  twenty- 
eiffht,  they  convened  in  the  same  apartment 
where  the  dairo  lay  ;  and  as  the  business  was 
to  determine  what  kind  of  Inusic  was  most 
likely  to  make  an  impression  on  his  organs, 
every  member  came  provided  with  his  expe- 
dient. First  and  foremost,  Mr  Orator  Tay- 
cho  pronounced  an  oration  upon  the  excel- 
lencies of  the  land  of  Yesso,  of  energy  as 
(^he  cuboy  said)  sufficient  to  draw  the  moon 
from  her  sphere  :  it  drew  nothing,  however, 
from  the  patient  but  a  single  groan :  then  the 
fttzman  caused  a  drum  to  beat,  without  pro- 
dociog  any  effect  at  all  upon  the  dairo ; 


though  It  deprived  the  whole  council  of  their 
hearing  for  some  time.  The  third  essay  was 
made  by  Fika-kaka ;  first  with  a  rattle  and 
then  with  tongs  and  gridiron,  which  last  was 
his  favourite  music ;  out  here  it  failed,  to  his 
great  surprise  and  consternation.  8ti-phi- 
rum-poo  broufifht  the  crier  of  his  coart  to 
promulgate  a  decree  against  Yesso,  in  a  voice 
that  is  wont  to  make  uie  culprit  tremble ;  but 
the  dairo  was  found  ignoramus*  Nin-com- 
poo-po  blew  a  blast  with  a  kind  of  boat- 
swain's whistle,  which  discomposed  the 
whole  audience  without  affecting  the  empe- 
ror. Fok-si-roku  said  he  would  try  his  im- 
perial majesty  with  the  sound  which  he  had 
always  been  known  to  prefer  to  every  species 
of  music ;  and  pullipg  out  a  huge  purse  of 
golden  obans,  began  to  chink  them  in  his  ear. 
This  experiment  so  far  succeeded,  that  the 
dairo  was  perceived  to  smile,  and  even  to 
contract  one  hand  :  but  further  effect  it  had 
none.  At  last  Goto-mio  starting  up,  threw 
a  small  quantity  ofimrum/uZmtniin^intothe 
fire,  which  .went  off  with  such  an  explosion, 
that  in  the  same  instant  Fika-kaka  fell  flat 
upon  his  face,  and  Got-hama-baba  started 
upright  in  his  bed.  This,  however,  was  no 
more  than  a  convulsion  that  put  an  end  to  his 
life ;  for  he  fell  back  again,  and  expired  in 
the  twinkling  of  an  eye.  As  for  the  cuboy, 
though  he  did  not  die,  he  underwent  a  sur- 
prising transformation  or  metamorphosis, 
which  I  shall  record  in  due  season. 

Taycho  was  no  sooner  certified  that  Got- 
hama-baba  had  actually  breathed  his  last, 
than  he  vanished  firom  the  council  in  the 
twinkling  of  an  eye,  and  mounting  the  beast 
whose  name  is  Legion,  rode  full  speed  to  the 
habitation  of  Oio-gio,  the  successor  and  de- 
scendant of  the  deceased  dairo.  Gio-gio  was 
a  young  prince  who  liad  been  industriously 
sequestered  from  the  public  view,  and  ex- 
cluded from  all  share  in  the  affairs  of  state 
by  the  jealousy  of  the  last  emperor.  He 
lived  retired  under  the  wings  of  his  grand- 
mother, and  had  divers  preceptors  to  teach 
him  the  rudiments  of  every  art  but  the  art  of 
reigning.  Of  all  those  who  superintended  his 
education,  he  who  insinuated  himself  the 
farthest  in  his  favour  was  one  Yak-strot,  from 
the  mountains  of  Ximo,  who  valued  himself 
much  upon  the  ancient  blood  that  run  in  his 
veins,  and  still  more  upon  his  elevated  ideas 
of  patriotism.  Yak-strot  was  honest  at  hot- 
torn,  but  proud,  reserved,  vain  and  afilbct- 
ed.  He  had  a  turn  for  nick-nacks  and  ^m- 
oracks,  and  once  made  and  mounted  an  iron 
jack  and  a  wooden  clock  with  his  own  hands. 
But  it  was  his  misfortune  to  set  up  for  a  con- 
noisseur in  painting  and  otlier  liberal  arts, 
and  to  announce  himself  an  universal  patron 
of  ^nius.  He  did  not  ftiil  to  infuse  his  own 
notions  and  conceits  into  the  tender  mind  of 
Gio-gio,  who  ffraduallv  imbibed  his  turn  of 
thinking,  and  rollowea  the  studies  which  he 
recommended.    With  respect  tQ  his  lessoiia 
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on  the  art  of  govern roent,  be  reduced  them  to 
a  trerf  few  firaple  principles.  His  nnuims 
were  these: — That  the  emperor  of  Japan 
ought  to  cherish  the  established  religion,  both 
bjF  precept  and  example :  that  he  ought  to 
anoush  corruptiout  discourage  &ction,  and 
balance  the  two  parties,  by  admitting  an 
equal  number  from  each  to  places  and  of- 
fices of  trust  in  the  administration  :  that  he 
should  make  peace  as  soon  as  possible,  even 
in  despite  of  the  public,  which  seemed  insen- 
sible of  the  burden  it  sustained,  and  was  in- 
deed  growing  delirious  by  the  illusions  of 
Tayche,  and  the  cniel  evacuations  he  had 
prescribed :  that  he  should  retrench  all  su* 
perfluous  expense  in  his  household  and  go- 
vernment,  and  detach  himself  entirely  from 
the  accursed  farm  of  Yesso,  which  some  evil 
genius  had  fixed  upon  the  breech  of  Japan, 
as  a  cancerous  ulcer,  through  which  all 
her  blood  and  substance  would  be  discharged. 
These  maxims  were  generally  Just  enough  in 
speculation,  but  some  of  them  were  alto- 

gather  impracticable ;— for  example,  that  of 
nning  an  administration  equally  composed 
of  the  two  factions,  was  as  absurd  as  it  would 
be  to  yoke  two  stone-horses  and  two  jack- 
asses in  the  same  carriage,  which,  insterd 
of  drawing  one  way,  would  do  nothing  but 
bite  and  kick  one  another,  while  the  machine 
of  government  would  stand  stock-still,  or 
perhaps  be  torn  in  piece»  by  their  dragging 
m  opposite  directions.  The  people  of  Japan 
had  been  long  divided  between  two  invete- 
rate parties  known  by  the  name  ofShit'lUh' 
um$'heit  and  SlieM»kumt'hutil ;  the  first 
signifying  more  fool  than  knave,  and  the 
outer,  more  knave  than  fool.  Each  had 
predominated  in  its  turn,  by  securing  a  ma- 
jority in  the  assemblies  of  the  people ;  for 
the  majority  had  always  interest  to  fi)rce 
themsdTves  mto  the  administration ;  because 
the  coilstitution  being  partly  democratic,  the 
dairo  waa  still  obliged  to  truckle  to  the  pre- 
vailing faction.  To  obtain  this  majority, 
each  side  had  employed  every  art  of  corrup- 
tion, calumny,  infatuation,  and  priestcraft ; 
for  nothing  is  such  an  effectual  ferment  in  all 
popular  commotions  as  religious  fanaticism. 
No  sooner  one  party  accomplished  its  aim, 
than  it  reprobated  the  other,  branding  it  with 
tiie  epitliets  of  traitors  to  their  country,  or 
truitors  to  their  prince ;  while  the  minority 
retorted  upon  them  the  charges  of  corrup- 
tion^  rapaciousness,  and  abject  servility.  In 
short,  both  parties  were  e<ju«]ly  abusive,  ran- 
corou8>  uncandid,  and  illiberal.  Taycho 
had  been  of  both  factions  more  than  once. 
He  made  his  first  appearance  as  a  Shit-tilk- 
nme-heit  in  the  minority,  and  displayed  his 
talent  for  scurrility  sgainst  the  dairo  to  such 
advantage,  that  an  old  rich  hag,  who  loved 
nothing  so  well  as  money,  except  the  grati- 
fication of  her  revenges  made  him  a  present 
of  five  thousand  obans,  on  condition  he  should 
continue  to  revile  the  dairo  till  his  dying-day. 


After  her  death,  the  ministry,  intimidated  by 
the  boldness  of  his  tropes,  and  the  faioe  he 
began  to  acquire  as  a  malcontent  orator, 
made  such  offers  as  he  thought  proper  to  ac- 
cept ;  and  then  he  turned  She-it-kume-kulU. 
Being  disgusted  in  the  sequel,  at  his  own 
want  of  importance  in  the  council,  he  opened 
once  more  at  the  head  of  his  old  friends  the 
Shit'tilk-umS'hutites ;  and  once  more  he 
deserted  them  to  rule  the  roast,  as  the  chief 
of  the  She'U'kumS'hi-tulites,  in  which  pre* 
dicament  he  now  stood.    And,  indeed,  this 
was  the  most  natural  posture  in  which  be 
could  stand ;  for  this  party  embraced  all  the 
scum  of  the  people,  constituting  the  blatant 
beast,  which  his  talents  were  so  peculiariy 
adapted  to  manage  and  govern.    Another 
impracticable  maxim  of  Yak-strot  was  the 
abolition  of  corruption,  the  ordure  of  which 
is  as  necessary  to  anoint  the  wheels  of  go- 
vernment in  Japan,  es  grease  is  to  smear  the 
axletree  of  a  loaded  wagon.     His  third  im- 
politic (though  not  impracticable)  maxioa. 
was  that  of  making  peace  while  the  populace 
were  intoxicated  with  the  steams  of  blood» 
and  elated  with  the  shows  of  triumph.    Be 
that  as  it  will,  Gio-gio,  attended  by  Yak- 
strot,  was  drawing  plans  of  windmills,  when 
orator  Taycho,  opening  the  door,  advanced 
towards  him,  and,  falling  on  his  knees,  ad- 
dressed him  in  these  words  : — "  The  empire 
of  Japan,  magnanimous  prince !  resemUes, 
at  this  instant,  a  benisrhted  traveller,  who,  by 
the  light  of  the  star  Hesperus  continued  hu 
journey  without  repining,  until  that  glorious 
luminary  setting,  left  him  bewildered  in  dark- 
ness and  consternation :  but  scarce  had  he 
time  to  bewail  his  fate,  when  the  more  ^o- 
rious  sun,  the  ruler  of  a.  fresh  day,  appearing 
on  the  tops  of  the  eastern  hills,  dispelled  his 
terrors  with  the  shades  of  night,  and  filled 
his  soul  with  transports  of  pleasure  aiid  de- 
light.   The  illustrious   Grot-hania-baba,  of 
honoured  memory,  is  the  glorious  star  which 
hath  set  on  our  hemisphere.   His  soul,  which 
took  wing  about  two  hours  ago,  is  now  hap- 
pily nestled  in  the  bosom   of  the  bless^ 
Bupo  ;  and  you,  my  prince,  are  the  more  glo- 
rious rising  sun,  whose  genial  inffuence  will 
cheer  the  empire,  and  gloddea  the  hearts  of 
your  faithful  Japanese.   I  therefore  hail  your 
succession  to  the  throne,  and  cry  aloud,  Lon^ 
live  the  ever-glorious  Gio-gio,  emperor  of 
the  three  islands  of  Japan.**   To  this  saluta- 
tion the  beast  below  brayed  hoarse  applause ; 
and  all  present  kissed  the  hand  of  the  new 
emperor,  who,  kneeling  before  his  venerable 
grandame,  craved  her  blessing,  desiring  the 
benefit  of  her  prayers,  that  God  would  make 
him  a  good  king,  and  establish  his  throne  in 
righteousness.  Then  he  ascended  his  chariot, 
accompanied  by  the  orator  and  his  beloved 
Yak-strot,  and,  proceeding  to  the  palace  of 
Meaco,  was  proclaimed  with  the  usual  cere, 
monies,  his  relation  the  fatzman  and  other 
princes  of  the  blood  assisti  ng  on  this  occasion 
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The  first  step  he  took  afler  his  elevation, 
was  to  publish  a  decree,  or  rather  exhortation. 
to  honour  religion  and  the  bonzas :  and  th^s 
was  no  impoliti'c  expedient ;  for  it  finnly  at- 
tached that  numerous  and  powerful  tribe  to 
his  interest.  His  next  measures  did  not  seem 
to  be  directed  by  the  same  spirit  of  discretion. 
He  admitted  a  parcel  of  raw  boys,  and  even 
some  individuals  of  the  faction  of  Shi-tilk. 
ums-heit  into  his  council ;  and  though  Tavcho 
still  continued  to  manage  the  reins  of  ad- 
ministration, Yak-strot  was  associated  with 
him  in  office,  to  the  great  scandal  and  dis- 
satisfaction of  the  Niphonites,  who  hate  all 
the  Ximians  with  a  mixture  of  jealousy  and 
contempt. 

Fika-kaka  was  not  the  last  who  paid  his 
respects  to  his  new  sovereign,  by  whom  he 
was  graciously  received,  although  he  did  not 
seem  quite  satisfied ;  because,  when  he  pre- 
sented himself  in  his  usual  attitude,  he  had 
not  received  the  kick  of  approbation.     New 
reigns,    new    customs:    this    dairo    never 
^reamed  of  kicking  those  whom  he  delighted 
to  honour.    It  was  a  secret  of  state  which 
had  not  yet  come  to  his  knowledge;  and 
Yak-strot  had  always  assured  him,  that  kick- 
ingthe  breech  always  and  everywhere  implied 
disgrace,  as  kicking  the  parts  before  betokens 
ungovernable  passion.     Yak-strot,  however, 
in  this  particular,  seems  to  have  been  too 
confined  in  his  notions  of  the  etiquette ;  for  it 
had  been  the  custom  time  immemorial  for  the 
dairos  of  Japan  to  kick  their  favourites  and 
prime  ministers.     Besides,  thefe  are  at  this 
day  difierent  sorts  of  kicks  used  even  in  Eng- 
land, without  occasioning  any  dishonour  to 
the  kickee.    It  is  sometimes  a  misfortune  to 
be  kicked  out  of  place,  but  no  dishonour.    A 
man  is  often  kicked  up  in  the  way  of  prefer- 
ment, in  order  that  his  place  may  be  given  to 
a  person  of  more  interest.    Then  there  is  the 
amorous  kick,  called  kick^um-jenny,  which 
every  fifallant  undergoes  with  pleasure :  hence 
the  old  English  appellation  of  kicksy-wicksyt 
bestowed  on  a  wanton  leman  who  knew  all 
her  paces.    As  for  the  familiar  kick,  it  is  no 
other  than  a  mark  of  friendship ;  nor  is  it 
more  dishonourable  to  be  cuffed  and  cudgelled. 
Every  body  knows  that  the  alapa,  or  dox  o' 
the  ear,  among  the  Romans,  was  a  particular 
mark  of  favour  by  which  their  slaves  were 
made  free :  and  the  favourite  gladiator,  when 
he  obtained  his  dismission  from  the  service, 
was  honoured  with  a  sound  cudgelling ;  this 
being  the  true  meaning  of  the  phrase  rude 
donatus.  In  th^  times  of  chivalry,  the  knight, 
when  dubbed,  was  well  thwacked  across  the 
shoulders  by  his  godfather  in  arms.    Indeed, 
dubbing  is  no  other  than  a  corruption  of 
drubbing.    It  was  the  custom  formerly  here 
and  elsewhere,  for  a  man  to  drub  his  son  or 
apprentice  as  a  mark  of  his  freedom,  and  of 
his  being  admitted  to  the  exercise  of  arms. 
The  Paraschistes,  who  practised  embalming 
in  Egypt,  which  was  counted  a,  very  honour- 


able profession,  was  always  severely  drubbed 
afler  the  operation,  by  the  friends  and  rela- 
tions of  the  defunct ;  and  to  this  day,  the 
patriarch  of  the  Greeks  once  a-year,  on  Easter 
evCj  when  he  carries  out  the  sacred  fire  from 
the  holy  sepulchre  of  Jerusalem,  is  heartily 
cudgelled  by  the  infidels,  a  certain  number 
of  whom  he  hires  for  that  purpose ;  and  he 
thinks  himself  very  unhappy  and  much  dis- 
graced, if  he  is  not  beaten  into  all  the  colours 
of  the  rainbow.  You  know  the  quakers  of 
this  country  think  it  no  dishonour  to  receive 
a  slap-o'-the  face ;  but  when  you  smite  them 
on  one  cheek,  they  present  the  other,  that  it 
may  have  the  same  salutation.  The  vener- 
able  father  Lactantius  falls  out  with  Cicero 
for  saying, — *'  A  good  man  hurts  nobody  un- 
less he  is  justly  provoked ;"  niH  laeessitur 
injuria.  **  O"  cries  the  good  father,  <*  quam 
eimplicem  veramque,  sententiam  duorum 
verborum  adjectione  corrupit ! — non  minus 
enim  mali  est,  referre  injuriam,  quam 
inferre."  The  great  philosopher  Socrates 
thought  it  no  disgrace  to  be  kicked  by  his 
wife  Xantippe ;  nay,  he  is  said  to  have  under- 
gone the  same  discipline  from  other  people 
without  making  the  least  resistance :  it  being 
his  opinion  that  it  was  more  courageous, 
consequently  more  honourable,  to  l^ar  a 
drubbing  patiently,  than  to  attempt  any  thing 
either  in  the  way  of  self-defence  or  retalia- 
tion.  The  judicious  and  learned  Puffendorf, 
in  his  book  De  Jure  Oentium  et  Naturale^  ■. 
declares  that  a  man's  honour  is  not  so  fragile 
as  to  be  hurt  either  by  a  box  on  the  ear  or  a 
kick  on  the  breech,  otherwise  it  would  be  in 
the  power  of  every  saucy  fellow  to  diminish 
or  infringe  it.  It  must  be  owned,  indeed, 
Grotius,  Ue  Jure  Belli  et  Pacis,  says,  that 
charity  does  not  of  itself  require  our  patiently 
suffering  such  an  affront.  The  English  have, 
with  a  most  servile  imitation,  borrowed  their 
punto,  as  well  as  other  modes,  (Vom  the 
French  nation.  Now,  kicking  and  cuffing 
were  counted  infamous  among  those  people 
for  these  reasons :  a  box  on  the  ear  destroys 
the  whole  economy  of  their  frisure,  upon 
which  they  bestow  the  greatest  part  of  their 
time  and  attention  ;  and  a  kick  on  the  bretch 
is  attended  with  great  pain  and  danger,  as 
they  are  generally  subject  to  the  piles.  This 
is  so  truly  the  case,  that  they  have  no  less 
than  two  saints  to  patronize  and  protect  the 
individuals  affected  with  this  disease.  One 
is  8t  Fiacre,  who  was  a  native  of  the  king* 
dom  of  Ireland.  He  presides  over  the  blind 
piles.  The  other  is  a  female  saint,  HtBrnorr- 
haissa,  and  she  comforts  those  who  are  dis- 
tressed with  the  bleeding  piles.  No  wonder, 
therefore,  that  a  Frenchman  put  to  the  tor- 
ture by  a  kick  on  those  tender  parts  should  ' 
be  provoked  to  vengeance;  and  that  this 
vengeance  should  gradually  become  an  article 
in.  their  system  of  punctilio. 

Bdt  to  return  to  the  thread  of  my  narra- 
tion.   Whatever  inclination  ths  dairo  and 
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Yak««trot  had  to  restore  the  blessiags  of 
peace,  they  did  not  think  proper  as  yet  to 
combat  the  disposition  and  schemes  of  orator 
Taycho ;  in  conseqaence  of  whose  remon- 
strances, the  tributary  treaty  was  immediately 
renewed  with  Brut-an-tm,  and  Gio-ffio 
declared  in  the  assembly  of  the  people,  that 
he  was  determined  to  support  that  illustrioos 
ally,  and  carry  on  the  war  with  vigour.  By 
this  time  the  Chinese  were  in  a  manner 
expelled  from  their  chief  settlements  in 
Fatsissio,  where  thev  now  retained  nothing 
but  an  inconsiderable  colony,  which  would 
have  submitted  on  the  first  summons :  but 
this  Taycho  left  as  a  nest-egg  to  produce  a 
new  brood  of  disturbances  to  the  Japanese 
settlements,  that  they  might  not  rust  with  too 
much  peace  and  security.  To  be  plain  with 
you,  reacock,  his  thoughts  were  entirely 
alienated  from  this  Fatsissian  war,  in  whicn 
the  interest  of  this  country  was  chiefly  con- 
cerned, and  converted  wholly  to  the  continent 
of  Tartary,  where  all  his  cares  centered  in 
schemes  for  the  success  of  his  friend  Brut- 
an-tiffi.  This  freebooter  had  lately  under- 
gone Strang  vicissitudes  of  fortune.  He  had 
Heen  his  chief  village  possessed  and  plundered 
by  the  enemy ;  but  he  found  means,  by  sur- 
prise, to  beat  up  their  quarters  in  the  begin- 
ning of  winter,  which  always  proved  his  best 
ally,  because  then  the  Mantchouz  Tartars 
were  obliged  to  retire  to  their  own  country, 
at  a  vast  distance  from  the  seat  of  war.  As 
for  Bron-xi-tic,  who  commanded  the  Japanese 
army  on  that  continent,  he  continued  to  play 
booty  with  the  Chinese  general,  over  whom 
he  was  allowed  to  obtain  some  petty  advan- 
tages, which,  with  the  trophies  won  by  Brut- 
an-tiffi,  were  swelled  up  into  mighty  victories, 
to  increase  the  infatuation  of  the  blatant 
beast.  On  the  other  hand,  Bron-xi-tic 
obliffed  the  generals  of  China  with  the  like 
indmgences, l>y  now  and  then  sacrificing  a 
detachment  of  his  Japanese  troops,  to  keep 
up  the  spirits  of  that  nation. 

Taycho  had  levied  upon  the  people  of  Japan 
an  immense  sum  of  money  for  the  equipment 
of  a  naval  armament,  the  destination  of  which 
wy  kept  a  profound  secret.  Some  politicians 
imagined  it  was  designed  for  the  conquest  of 
Thinauo,  and  all  the  other  settlements  which 
the  Chinese  possessed  in  the  Indian  ocean : 
others  conjectured  the  intentiofi  was  to  attack 
the  king  of  Corea,  who  had,  since  the  begin- 
ning or  this  war,  acted  with  a  shameful 
partiality  in  favour  of  the  Emperor  of  China, 
his  kinsmair  and  ally.  But  the  truth  of  the 
matter  was  this,  Taycho  kept  the  armament 
in  the  harbours  of  Japan,  ready  for  a  descent 
upon  the  coast  of.  China,  in  oraer  to  make  a 
diversion  in  favour  of  his  friend  Bnit-an-tiffi, 
in  case  he  had  run  any  risk  of  being  op- 
pressed by  his  enemies.  However,  the  beast 
of  many  fieads  having  growled  and  grumbledt 
during  the  bent  part  of  the  summer,  at  the 
iaactivity  of  this  expensive  armament,  it  was 


now  thought  proper  to  send  it  to  sea  in  the 
beginning  of  winter ;  but  it  was  soon  drivan 
back  in  great  distress,  by  contrary  winds  and 
storms : — and  this  was  all  the  monster  had 
for  its  ten  millions  of  obans. 

While  Taycho  amused  the  mobile  with  this 
winter  expedition,  Yak-strot  resolved  to  plan 
the  scheme  of  economy  which  he  had  pro- 
jected. He  dismissed  from  the  dairo's  ser- 
vice about  a  dozen  of  cooks  and  scullions ; 
shut  up  one  of  the  kitchens,  after  haying  sold 
the  fniea  and  irons,  spits  and  saucepans ; 
depnved  the  servants  and  officers  of  the 
household  of  their  breakfast ;  took  away  their 
usual  allowance  of  oil  and  candles ;  retrenched 
their  tables  7  reduced  their  proportion  of 
drink ;  and  persuaded  his  pupil  the  dairo  to 
put  himself  upon  a  diet  of  soup-meagre 
thickened  with  oatmeal.  In  a  few  days  there 
was  no  smoke  seen  to  ascend  from  the 
kitchens  of  the  palace ;  or  did  any  fuel,  torch, 
or  taper,  blaxe  in  the  chimneys,  courts,  and 
apartments  thereof,  which  now  became  the 
habitation  of  cold,  darkness,  and  hunger. 
6io-gio  himself,  who  turned  peripatetic  phi- 
losopher,  merely  to  keep  himself  in  heat, 
fell  into  a  wash-tub  as  he  groped  his  way  in 
the  dark  through  one, of  the  lower  galleries. 
Two  of  his  body-guards  had  their  whisken 
gnawed  ofiT  by  the  rats,  as  they  slept  in  his 
anti-chamber ;  and  their  captain  presented  a 
petition,  declaring,  that  neither  he  nor  his 
men  could  undertake  the  defence  of  his  im- 
perial majesty's  person,  unless  their  former 
allowance  of  provision  should  be  restored. 
They  and  all  the  individuals  of  the  household 
were  not  only  punished  in  their  bellies,  liat 
likewise  curtailed  in  their  clothing,  and 
abridged  in  their  stipends.  The  palace  of 
Meaco,  which  used  to  be  the  temple  of  mirth, 
jollity,  and  good  cheer,  was  now  so  dreary 
and  deserted,  that  a  certain  wag  fixed  up  a 
ticket  on  the  outward  gate  with  this  inscrip- 
tion : — **  This  tenement  to  let,  the  proprietor 
havinff  left  off  hoiise-keeping." 

Yak-strot,  however,  was  resolved  to  show, 
that  if  the  new  dairo  retrenched  the  super- 
fluities of  his  domestic  expense,  he  did  not 
act  from  avarice  or  poorness  of  spirit,  inas- 
much as  he  should  now  display  his  liberality 
in  patronising  genius  and  the  arts.  A  gene* 
ral  jubilee  was  now  promised  to  all  those  who 
had  distinguished  themselves  by  their  talents 
or  erudition.  The  emissaries  of  Yak-strot 
declared  that  Mscenas  was  but  a  type  of  this 
Ximian  mountaineer,  and  that  he  was  deter- 
mined to  search  for  merit,  even  in  the  thick- 
est shades  of  obscurity.  All  these  researches, 
however,  proved  so  unsuccessful,  that  not 
above  four  or  five  men  of  genius  could  he 
found  in  the  whole  empire  of  Japan,  and  these 
were  gratified  with  pensions  of  about  one 
hundred  obans  each.  One  was  a  secularised 
bonza  from  Ximo :  another  a  malcontent  poet 
of  Niphon  ;  a  third,  a  reformed  comedian  of 
Xicoco;  a  fourth,  an  empiric,  who  had  onU 
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liTed  hm  pnctice;  and  a  fifth,  a  decayed 
apothecary,  who  was  bard,  quack,  author, 
cneinist,  philosopher,  and  simpler,  by  profess- 
ion.  The  whole  of  the  expense  arising 
Itoid  the  favour  and  protection  granted  by  the 
dairo  to  these  men  of  g;eniu8,  did  not  exceed 
seven  or  eight  hundred  obans  per  annum, 
amounting  to  about  fifteen  hundred  pounds 
sterling;  whereas  many  a  private  quo  in 
Japan  expended  more  money  on  a  kennel  of 
hounds.  I  do  not  mention  those  men  of 
singular  merit,  whom  Yak-strot  fixed  in 
established  places  under  the  government; 
such  as  architects,  astronomers,  painters, 
physicians,  barbers,  die.  because  their  salaries 
were  included  in  the  ordinary  expense  of  the 
crown ;  I  shall  only  observe,  that  a  certain 
person  who  could  not  read  vifas  appointed 
librarian  to  his  imperial  majesty. 

These  were  all  the  men  of  superiative 
^nius  that  Yak-strot  could  find  at  this  period 
in  the  empire  of  Japan. 

Whilst  this  great  patriot  was  thus  em- 
ployed  in  executing  his  schemes  of  economy 
with  more  zeal  than  discretion,  and  in  pro- 
viding his  poor  relations  with  lucrative  offices 
under  the  government,  a  negociation  for 
peace  was  brought  upon  the  carpet  by  the 
mediation  of  certain  neutral  powers;  and 
orator  Taycho  arrogated  to  himself  the  pro- 
vince of  discussing  the  several  articles  of  this 
treaty.  Upon  this  occasion  he  showed  him- 
self surprisingly  remiss  and  indifferent  in 
whatever  related  to  the  interest  of  Japan, 
particularly  in  regulating  and  fixing  the 
boundaries  of  the  Chinese  and  Japanese 
settlements  in  Fatsissio,  the  uncertainty  of 
which  had  given  rise  to  the  war :  but  when 
the  business  was  to  determine  the  claims  and 
pretensions  of  his  ally  Brut-an-tiffi,  on  the 
continent  of  Tartary,  he  appeared  stifiT  and 
imraoveabie  as  moont  Athos.  He  actually 
broke  off  the  negociation,  because  the  em- 
peror of  China  would  not  en^ge  to  drive  by 
force  of  arms  the  troops  of  his  ally  the  prin* 
cess  of  Ostrog,  from  a  village  or  two  belong- 
ing to  the  Tartarian  freeb(M>ter,  who,  by  the 
bye,  had  left  them  defenceless  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  war,  on  purpose  that  his  enemies 
might,  by  taking  possession  of  them,  quicken 
the  resolutions  of  the  dairo  to  send  over  an 
army  for  the  protection  of  Yesso. 

The  court  of  Pekin,  perceiving  that  the 
Japanese  were  rendered  intolerably  insolent 
and  overbearing  by  success,  and  that  an  equi- 
table  peace  comd  not  be  obtained  while  ora- 
tor Taycho  manaj;ed  the  reins  of  government 
at  Meaco,  and  his  fnend  Brut-an-tiffi  found 
anything  to  plunder  in  Tartary,  resolved  to 
fortify  themselves  with  a  new  alliance.  Thev 
actually  entered  into  closer  connections  witn 
the  king  of  Cores,  who  was  nearly  related 
to  the  Chinese  emperor,  bad  some  old  scores 
to  settle  with  Japan,  and  because  he  desired 
these  disputes  might  be  amicably  compro- 
miscNl  in  the  general  pacification,  had  been 
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ffrossly  insulted  by  Tayche,  in  the  person  ot 
his  ambassador.  He  had  for  some  time 
dreaded  the  ambition  of  the  Japanese  minis- 
try, which  seemed  to  aim  at  universal  em- 
pire ;  and  he  was,  moreover,  stimulated  by 
this  outrage  to  conclude  a  defensive  alliance 
with  the  emperor  of  China;  a  measure  which 
all  the  caution  of  the  two  courts  could  not 
wholly  conceal  from  the  knowledge  of  the 
Japanese  politicians. 

Meanwhile,  a  dreadfbl  cloud,   big  with 
ruin  and  disgrace,  seemed  to  gather  round 
the  head  of  Brut-an-tiffi.    The  Mantchoux 
Tartars,  sensible  of  the  inconvenience  of 
their  distant  situation  from  the  scene  of  ac- 
tion, which  rendered  it  impossible  for  them 
to  carry  on  their  operations  vigorously  in 
conjunction  with  Ostrog,  resolved  to  secure 
winter  quarters  in  some  part  of  the  enemy's 
territories,  from  whence  they  should  be  able 
to  take  the  field,  and  act  against  him  early 
in  the  spring.     With  this  view  they  besieged 
and  took  a  frontier  fortress  belonging  to 
Brut-an-tiffi,  situated  upon  a  ffreat  inland 
lake,  which  extended  as  far  as  uie  capital  of 
the  Mantchoux,  who  were  thus  enabled  to 
send  thither  by  water-carriage  all  sorts  of 
provisions  and  militair  stores  for  the  use  of 
their  army,  which  took  up  their  winter  quar- 
ters Accordingly  in  and  about  this  new  acqui- 
sition. It  was  now  that  the  ruin  of  Brut-an- 
tiffi  seemed  inevitable.    Orator  Taycho  saw 
with  horror  the  precipice,  to  the  brink  of 
which  his  dear  ally  was  driven.    Not  that  his 
fears  were  actuated  by. sympathy  or  friend- 
ship.   Such  emotions  had  never  possessed 
the  heart  of  Taycho.    No ;  he  trembled  be- 
cause he  saw  his  own  popiUarity  connected 
with  the  fiite  of  the  Tartar.    It  was  the  suc- 
cess and  petty  triumphs  of  this  adventurer 
which  had  dazzled  the  eyes  of  the  blatant 
beast,  so  a?  to  disorder  its  judgment,  and 
prepare  it  for  the  illusions  of  tne  orator ;  but, 
now  that  Fortune  seemed  ready  to  turn  tail 
to  Brut-an-tiffi,  and  leave  him  a  prey  to  his 
adversaries,  Taycho  knew  the  dispositions 
of  the  monster  so  well  as  to  prognosticate 
that  its  applause  and  affection  would  be  ittu 
mediateljf  turned  into  grumbling  and  disgiif  t ; 
and  that  he  himself,  who  had  led  it  blindfold 
into  this  unfortunate  connexion,  might  po». 
sibly  fall  a  sscrifice  to  its  resentment,  provid- 
ed he  could  not  immediately  project  some 
scheme  to  divert  its  attention,  and  transfer 
the  blame  from  his  own  shoulders. 

For  this  purpose  he  employed  his  inven- 
tion, and  succeeded  to  his  wish.  Having 
called  a  council  of  the  twenty-eight,  at  which 
the  dairo  assisted  in  person,  he  proposed,  and 
insisted  upon  it«  that  a  strong  squadron  of 
fone  should  be  immediately  oraered  to  scour 
the  seas,  and  kidnap  all  the  vessels  and  ships 
belonging  to  the  kine  of  Cores,  who  bant 
acted  during  the  whole  war  with  the  most 
scandalous  partiality  in  fovour  of  the  Chinest 
emperor,  and  was  now  so  intimately  comiecU 
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ed  with  tlwt  potentate,  by  meant  of  a  secret 
aUiance,  that  he  ouglit  to  be  prosecuted  with 
the  aame  hoatilitiee  which  tm  other  had  ae- 
verelr  felt.  The  whole  council  were  con- 
founded at  thia  proposal;  the  dairo  stood 
aghast :  the  cuboy  trembled :  Yak-strot 
stared  like*  a  skewered  pig.  After  some 
pause,  tlie  president  6oo-san*sio-o  ventured 
lo  observe,  that  the  measure  seemed  to  be  a 
little  abrupt  and  premature :  that  the  nation 
was  already  en|niged  in  a  very  expensive  war, 
which  had  absolutely  drainea  it  of  its  wealth, 
and  even  loaded  it  with  enormous  debts ; 
therefore  little  able  to  sustain  such  additional 
burdens  as  would,  in  all  probability,  be  occa- 
sioned by  a  rupture  with  a  prince  so  rich 
and  powerful.  Gotto-mio  swore  the  land- 
holders  were  already  so  impoverished  bv  the 
exactions  of  Taycho,  that  he  himself,  ere 
ion^,  should  be  obliged  to  come  upon  the 
parish.  Fika^kaka  sot  up  to  speak,  but 
could  only  cackle.  Sti-phi-rum-poo  was  for 
proceeding  in  form  by  citation.  Nin-kom- 
poo-po  declared  he  had  ipood  intelligence  of 
a  fleet  of  merchant  ships  Belonging  to  Cores, 
laden  with  treasure,  who  were  then  on  their 
retom  from  the  Indian  isles :  and  he  gave  it 
as  his  opinion,  that  they  should  be  way-laid 
and  brought  into  the  haibors  of  Japan  ;  not 
bjr  way  of  declaring  war,  but  only  with  a 
view  to  prevent  the  money's  going  into  the 
eoffius  of  the  Chinese  emperor.  Fok-si-roku 
started  two  objections  to  this  expedient; 
firstf  the  uncertainty  of  fidling  in  with  the 
Corean  fleet  at  sea,  alleging;,  as  an  instance, 
the  disappointment  and  miscarriage  of  the 
squadron  which  thesey-seo-gun  had  sent  some 
years  ago  to  interce^  Uie  Chinese  fune  on 
the  coast  of  Fatsissio;  secondly,  the  loss 
and  hardship  it  would  be  to  many  subjects  of 
Japan  who  dealt  in  commerce,  and  had  great 
aums  embarked  in  those  very  Corean  bot- 
toms. Indeed  Fok-si-roku  himself  was  inter- 
ested in  this  very  commerce.  The  fatzroan 
sat  silent.  Yak-strot,  who  had  some  romantic 
notioiis  of  honour  and  honesty,  represented 
that  the  nation  had  already  incurred  the 
censure  of  all  its  neighbours,  by  seizing  the 
merchant  ships  of  China«  without  any  pre- 
vious declaration  of  war ;  that  the  law  of  na- 
ture and  nations,  confirmed  by  repeated 
treaties,  prescribed  a  more  honourable  method 
of  proceeding,  than  that  of  plundering,  like 
roboers,  the  ships  of  paci^  merchants,  who 
trade  on  the  fkith'of  such  laws  and  treaties ; 
he  was  therefore  of  opinion,  that  if  the  king 
of  Corea  had  in  any  shape  deviated  from  the 
aeutrality  which  be  professed,  satisfaction 
should  be  demanded  in  the  usual  form ;  and 
when  that  should  be  refused,  it  might  be 
found  necessary  to  proceed  to  compulsive 
measures.  The  dairo  acquiesced  in  this  ad- 
vice, and  assured  Tavcbo  that  an  ambassa- 
dor should  be  forthwith  dtspstched  to  Corea, 
with  instructions  to  demand  an  immediate 
and  aattsfoctoiy  explanation  of  that  prince's 


conduct  and  designs  with  regard  to  the  en- 
pire  of  Japan. 

This  regular  method  of  practice  would  by 
no  means  suit  the  purposes  of  Taycho,  wiio 
rejected  it  with  great  insolence  and  disdaiii* 
He  bit  his  thut^  at  the  president ;  forked 
out  his  fingers  on  his  forehead  at  Gotto-mie  ; 
wagged  his  under  jaw  at  the  cuboy ;  snapt 
his  fingers  at  Sti-phi-rum-poo ;  grinned  at 
the  sey-seo-gun ;  made  the  sign  of  the  croos 
or  galiows  to  Fok-si-roku ;  tlien  turning  to 
Yak-strot,  he  clapped  his  thumbs  in  his  ears, 
and  began  to  bray  like  an  ass;  finally,  pull- 
ing out  the  badge  of  bisofilce,  he  threw  it  at 
the  dairo.  Who  in  vain  entreated  him  to  be 
pacified;  and  wheeling  to  the  right  about, 
stalked  away,  flapping  the  flat  of  his  hand 
upon  a  certain  part  that  shall  be  nameleaa. 
He  was  followed  by  his  kinsman  the  quo 
Lob-kob,  who  worshipped  him  with  t^  moat 
humble  adoration.  He  now  imitated  this 
great  original  in  the  signal  from  behind  at 
parting,  and  in  him  it  was  attended  by  a 
rumbling  sound ;  but  whether  this  was  the  ell 
feet  of  contempt  or  compunction,  I  could 
never  learn. 

Taycho  having  thus  carried  his  point, 
which  was  to  have  a  pretence  for  quitting 
the  reins  of  government,  made  his  next  ap- 
peal to  the  blatant  beast.  He  reminded  the 
many-headed  monster  of  the  uninterrupted 
success  which  had  attended  his  administnu 
tion ;  of  his  having  supported  the  gloiioos 
Brut-an-tiffi,  the  great  bulwark  of  the  reli- 
gion of  Bupo,  who  had  kept  the  common  ene- 
mv  at  bay,  and  filled  all  Asia  with  the  &iiie 
of*^  his  victories.  He  told  them,  that,  for  hie 
own  part,  he  pretended  to  have  subduod  Fkt- 
sissio  in  the  heart  of  Tartary ;  that  he  dea. 
pised  honours,  and  had  still  a  greater  con- 
tempt for  riches;  and  that  all  his  endeavours 
had  been  solely  exerted  for  the  good  of  bia 
country,  which  was  now  brought  to  the  veiy 
verge  of  destruction.  He  then  gave  the  beaat 
to  understand  that  he  had  formed  a  scheoae 
against  the  king  of  Corea,  which  would  not 
onlj^  have  disabled  that  monarch  from  exe- 
cutmg  hia  hostile  intentions  with  respect  to 
Japan,  but  also  have  indemnified  the  nation 
for  the  whole  expense  of  the  war;  but  that 
his  proposal  having  been  rejected  by  the 
council  of  twenty-eight,  who  were  influenced 
by  Yak-strot,  a  Ximian  mountaineer,  with- 
out  spirit  or  understanding,  he  had  reigned 
his  office  with  intention  to  retire  to  some  sol- 
itude, where  he  should  in  silence  deplore  the 
misfortunes  of  his  country,  and  the  ruin  of 
the  Buponian  religion,  which  must  fiUl  of 
course  with  its  great  protector  Brut-an-tifllt 
whom  he  foresaw  the  new  ministry  would 
immediatetv  abandon. 

This  address  threw  Legion  into  such  a 
quandary,  that  it  rolled  itself  in  the  dirt,  and 
yelled  hideously.  Meanwhile  the  orator  r^ 
treating  to  a  cell  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Meaco,  hired  the  common  crier  to  go  round 
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Uie  stroeUf  and  proclaim  that  Taycbo,  being 
no  longer  in  a  condition  to  afford  any  thing 
bat  the  bare  necessariee  of  life,  would  by 
public  sale  dispose  of  his  ambling  mule  and 
ftuniture,  together  with  an  ermined  robe  of 
his  wife,  and  the  greater  part  of  his  kitchen 
utensils.  At  this  time  he  was  well  known 
to  be  worth  upwards  of  twenty  thousand  gold 
obans ;  nevertheless,  the  mobile  discbariring 
this  circumstance  entirely  from  their  reflec- 
tion, attended  to  nothing  but  the  object  which 
the  orator  was  pleased  to  present.  They 
thought  it  was  a  piteous  case,  and  a  great 
scandal  upon  the  government,  that  such  a 
patriot,  who  had  saved  the  nation  from  ruin 
and  disgrace,  should  be  reduced  to  the  cruel 
necessity  of  selling  his  mule  and  his  house- 
hold furniture.  Accordingly  they  raised  a 
clamour  that  soon  rung  in  the  ears  of  Gio- 
gio  and  his  fiivourite. 

It  was  supposed  that  Mura-dami  suggested 
on  this  occasion  to  his  countryman  Yak-strot 
the  hint  of  offering  a  pension  to  Taycho,  by 
way  of  remuneration  for  his  past  services. 
•'If  he  refuses  it,"  said  he,  '*the  offer  will 
at  least  reflect  some  credit  upon  the  dairo 
and  the  administration ;  but  should  be  accept 
of  it,  which  is  much  more  likely,  it  will 
either  stop  his  mouth  entirely,  or  expose 
him  to  the  censure  of  the  people,  who  now 
adore  him  as  a  mirror  of  disinterested  in- 
te|^rity.  The  advice  was  instantly  complied 
with :  the  dairo  signed  a  patent  for  a  very 
ample  pension  to  Taycho  and  his  heirs; 
which  iMitent  Yak-strot  delivered  to  him  next 
day  at  his  cell  in  the  country.  This  miracle 
of  patriotism  received  the  bounty  as  a  turn- 

E ike-man  receives  the  toll,  and  then  slapped 
is  door  fu]l  in  the  face  of  the  favourite ;  yet 
nothing  of  what  Mura-clami  had  prognosti- 
cated came  to  pass.  The  many-tailed  mon- 
ster, far  from  calling  in  question  the  orator's 
disinterestedness,  considered  his  acceptance 
of  the  pension  as  a  proof  of  his  moderation, 
in  receiving  such  a  triflinff  reward  for  the 
great  services  he  had  done  his  country ;  and 
the  generosity  of  the  dairo,  instead  of  ex- 
citing the  least  emotion  of  gratitude  in  Tay- 
cho*s  own  breast,  acted  only  as  a  golden  key 
to  unlock  all  the  sluices  of  his  viiulence  and 
abuse. 

These,  however,  he  kept  within  bounds 
until  he  should  see  what  would  be  the  fate 
of  Brut-an-tiffi,  who  now  seemed  to  be  in 
the  condition  of  a  criminal  at  the  foot  of  the 
ladder.  In  this  dilemma  he  obtained  a  very 
unexpected  reprieve.  Before  the  army  of 
the  Mantchoox  could  take  Uie  least  advan- 
tage  of  the  settlement  tbey  had  made  on  his 
fihontiers,  their  empress  died,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  a  weak  prince,  who  no  sooner 
ascended  the  throne  than  he  struck  up  a 
pear«  with  the  Tartar  freebooter,  and  even 
ordefed  his  troops  to  inin  him  against  the 
Ostrog,  to  whom  they  bad  hitherte  acted  as 
aiuuUaries.    Such  an  accession  of  strength 


would  have  cast  the  balance  greatly  in  hit 
favour,  had  not  Providence  once  more  inter- 
posed,  and  brought  matters  again  to  an  equi- 
libnum. 

Taycho  no  sooner  perceived  his  ally  thus 
unexpectedly  delivered  from  the  dangers  that 
surrounded  hiin,  than  he  began  to  repent  of 
his  own  resignation ;  and  resolved  once  more 
to  force  his  way  to  the  helm,  by  the  same 
means  he  had  so  successfully  used  before. 
He  was,  iudetid,  of  such  a  turbulent  disposi* 
tion  as  could  not  relish  the  repose  of  pnvate 
life,  and  his  spirit  so  corrosive,  that  it  would 
have  preyed  upon  himself,  if  he  could  not 
have  found  external  food  for  it  to  devour. 
He  therefore  began  to  prepare  his  engines, 
and  provide  proper  emissaries,  to  bespatter 
and  raise  a  hue-and-cry  against  Yak-strot  at 
a  convenient  season;  not  doubting  but  an 
occasion  would  soon  present  itself,  consider- 
ing the  temper,  inexperience,  and  prejudices 
of^this  Ximian  politician,  together  with  the 
pacific  system  he  had  adopted  so  contrary 
to  the  present  spirit  of  the  blatant  beast. 

In  these  preparations  he  was  much  com- 
forted and  assisted  by  his  Mnsman  and  pupil 
Lob-kob,  who  entered  into  his  measures  with 
surprising  zeal;  and  had  the  good  luck  to 
light  on  such  instruments  as  were  admirably 
suited  to  the  work  in  hand..  Yak-strot  waa 
extremely  pleased  at  the  secession  of  Tay- 
cho, who  bad  been  a  very  troublesome  ccd- 
lesgoe  to  him  in  the  administration,  and  ran 
counter  to  all  the  schemes  he  had  projected 
for  the  good  of  the  empire.  He  now  found 
himself  at  liberty  to  follow  liis  own  inven- 
tions, and  being  naturally  an  enthusiast,  be- 
lieved himself  born  to  be  the  saviour  of  Japan. 
Some  efforts,  however,  he  made  to  acquire 
popularity  proved  fruitless.  Perceiving  the 
people  were,  by  the  orator's  instigationflt 
exasperated  against  the  king  of  Corea,-  he 
sent  a  peremptory  message  to  that  prince, 
demanding  a  categorical  answer;  and  this 
being  denied,  declared  war  against  him, 
according  to  the  practice  of  all  civilised  na- 
tions ;  but  even  this  measure  failed  of  obtain- 
ing that  approbation  for  which  it  was  taken. 
The  monster,  tutored  by  Taycho  and  his 
ministers,  exclaimed,  that  the  golden  oppor- 
tunity was  lost,  inasmuch  as,  during  the 
observance  of  those  useless  forms,  the  trea- 
sures of  Cores  were  safely  brought  home  to 
that  kingdom;  U«asures  which,  had  Uiey 
been  interrupted  ny  the  fune  of  Japan,  would 
have  paid  off  the  debts  of  the  nation,  and 
enabled  the  inhabitants  of  Meaco  to  pave 
their  streets  with  silver.  By  the  bye,  this 
treasure  existed  nowhere  but  in  the  fiction 
of  Taycho,  and  the  imagination  of  the  blatant 
beast,  which  never  attempted  to  use  the  evi- 
dence of  sense  or  reason  to  examine  any 
assertion,  how  absurd  and  improbable  soever 
it  might  be,  which  proceeded  from  the  mputh 
Q^the  orator. 

Yak-strot  li^vingnow  taken  upon  himself 
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the  task  of  tteering  the  political  bark,  re- 
solved to  show  the  Japanese  that,  although 
he  recommended  peace,  he  was  as  well  qua- 
lified as  his  predecessor  for  conducting  the 
war.  He,  therefore,  with  the  assistance  of 
the  fatzman,  projected  three  naval  enter- 
prizes  :  the  first  against  Thin-quo,  the  con- 
quest of  which  had  been  unsuccessfully  at- 
tempted bv  Taycho ;  the  second  was  destined 
for  the  reauction  of  Fan-yah,  one  of  the  most 
considerable  settlements  belonging  to  the 
king  of  Cores,  in  the  Indian  ocean ;  and  the 
thira  armament  was  sent  to  plunder  and  de- 
stroy a  flourishing  colony  called  Lli-nam, 
which  the  same  prince  hsd  established  al- 
most as  fiir  to  the  southward  as  the  Terra 
Australia  Incognita.  Now,  the  only  merit 
which  either  Yak-strot,  or  anv  other  minis- 
ter, could  justly  claim  from  the  success  of 
such  expeditions,  is  that  of  adopting  the  most 
feasible  of  those  schemes  which  are  presented 
by  different  projectors,  and  of  appointing 
such  commanders  as  are  capable  of  conduct- 
ing them  with  vigour  and  sagacity. 

The  next  step  which  the  favourite  took, 
was  to  provide  a  help- mate 'for  the  young 
dairo ;  and  a  certain  Tartar  princess,  of  the 
religion  of  Bupo,  being  pitched  upon  for  this 
purpose,  was  formally  demanded,  brought 
over  to  Niphon^  espoused  by  Gio-gio,  and 
installed  empress,  with  the  usual  solemnities. 
But,  lest  the  choice  of  a  Tartarian  princess 
should  subject  the  dairo  to  the  imputation  of 
inheriting  his  predecessor's  predilection  for 
the  land  of  Yesso,  which  had  given  such 
sensible  umbrage  to  all  the  sensible  Japanese 
who  made  use  of  their  own  reason,  he  deter- 
mined to  det%ch  his  master  gradually  from 
those  continental  connexions,  which  had 
been  the  source  of  such  enormous  expense, 
and  such  continual  vexation  to  the  empire 
of  Japan.  In  these  sentiments,  he  withheld 
the  annual  tribute  which  had  been  lately  paid 
to  Brut-an-tiffi ;  by  which  means  he  saved  a 
very  considerable  sum  to  the  nation,  and,  at 
the  same  time  rescued  it  from  the  infamy  of 
such  a  disgraceful  imposition.  He  expected 
the  thanks  of  the  public  for  this  exertion  of 
his  influence  in  favour  of  his  country  ;  but  he 
reckoned  without  his  host.  What  he  flatter- 
ed himself  would  yield  him  an  abundant  har- 
vest of  honour  and  applause,  produced  no- 
thing but  odium  and  reproach,  as  we  shall 
see  in  the  sequel. 

These  measures,  pursued  with  an  eye  to 
the  advantage  of  the  public,  which  seemed 
to  arflfue  a  considerable  share  of  spirit  and 
capacity,  were  strangely  chequered  with 
others  of  a  more  domestic  nature,  which  sa- 
voured strongly  of  childish  vanity,  rash  am- 
bition, littleness  of  mind,  and  lack  of  under- 
standing. He  purchased  a  vast  wardrobe  of 
tawdry  clothes,  and  fluttered  in  all  the  finery 
of  Japan:  he  prevailed  upon  his  master  to 
vest  him  with  the  badges  and  trappings  %f 
all  the  honorary  institutions  of  tlie  empire. 


although  this  multiphcation  of  orders  in  the 
person  of  one  man  was  altc^ther  witboot 
precedent  or  prescription.  This  was  only 
setting  himself  up  as  the  more  conspicuoos 
mark  for  envy  and  detraction. 

Not  contented  with  engrossing  the  per- 
sonal favour  and  confidence  of  his  soverex^, 
and,  in  effect,  directing  the  whole  machine 
of  government,  he  thought  his  fortune  still 
imperfect,  while  the  treasure  of  the  empire 
passed  through  the  hands  of  the  cuboy,  ena- 
bling that  minister  to  maintain  a  very  exten- 
sive influence,  which  might  one  day  interfere 
with  his  own.  He  therefore  employed  all 
his  invention,  together  with  that  of  his 
fhends,  to  find  out  some  specious  pretext  for 
removing  the  old  cuboy  from  his  office ;  and 
in  a  little  time  accident  afforded  what  aU 
their  intrigues  had  not  been  able  to  procure. 

Ever  since  the  demise  of  Got-hama-baba, 
poor  Fika-kaka  had  been  subject  to  a  new 
set  of  vagaries.  The  death  of  bis  old  master 
gave  him  a  rude  shock :  then  the  new  dairo 
encroached  upon  his  province,  by  preferringr  a 
bonza  without  his  consent  or  knowledge: 
finally,  he  was  prevented,  by  the  express  or- 
der of  Gio-gio  from  touching  a  certain  sum 
out  of  the  treasury,  which  he  had  been  ac- 
customed to  throw  out  of  his  windows  at 
stated  periods,  in  order  to  keep  up  an  inter- 
est among  the  dregs  of  the  people.  All  these 
mortifications  hnd  an  effect  upon  the  weak 
brain  of  the  cuboy.  He  began  to  loathe  his 
usual  food,  and  sometimes  even  declined 
showing  himself  to  the  bonzas  at  his  levee  ; 
symptoms  that  alarmed  all  his  friends  and 
dependents.  Instead  of  frequenting  the  as- 
semblies of  the  great,  he  now  attended  as- 
siduously to  all  gveanings  and  christenings, 
grew  extremely  fond  of  caudle,  and  held  con- 
re  rences  with  practitioners,  both  male  and 
female,  in  the  art  of  midwiferjr.  When  bn- 
siness  or  ceremony  obliged  him  to  visit  any 
of  the  quos  or  quanbukus  of  Meaco,  he,  by  a 
surprising  instinct,  ran  directly  to  the  nurse- 
ry, where,  if  there  happened  to  be  a  child  in 
the  cradle,  he  took  it  up,  and,  if  it  was  foul, 
wiped  it  with  great  care  and  seeming  satis- 
faction. He,  moreover,  learned  of  the  good 
women  to  sing  lullabies,  and  practised  them 
with  uncommon  success  :  but  the  most  ex- 
travagant of  all  his  whims  was  what  he  ex- 
hibited one  day  in  his  own  court-yard.  O^ 
serving  a  nest  with  some  e^gs,  which  the 
goose  had  quitted,  he  forthwith  dropped  his 
trowsers,  and,  squatting  down  in  the  sttitado 
of  incubation,  began  to  stretch  out  his  neck, 
to  hiss  and  to  cackle,  as  if  he  had  been  reallj 
metamorphosed  into  the  animal  whose  j^ce 
he  now  supplied. 

It  was  on  the  back  of  this  adventure  that 
one  of  the  bonzas,  as  pnring,  and  as  great  a 
gossip,  as  the  barber  of  Midas,  in  paying  his 
morning  worship  to  the  cuboy's  posttViors, 
spied  sorAething,  or  rather  nothing,  and  was 
exceedingly  affirlghted.    He  communicsted 
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hifl  discovery  and  apprehension  to  divers 
other  of  the  cloth ;  ana  they  were  all  of  opin- 
ion that  some  effectual  inquisition  should  he 
held  on  this  phenomenon,  lest  the  clei^^nr  of 
Japan  should  hereafter  be  scaodaliz^,  as 
having  knowingly  kissed  the  breech  of  an  old 
woman,  perhaps  a  monster  or  a  magician. 
Information  was  accordingly  made  to  the 
dairo,  who  gave  orders  for  immediate  inspec- 
tion ;  and  Fika-kaka  was  formally  examined 
by  a  jury  of  matrons.  Whether  these  were 
actuated  by  undue  influence,  I  shall  not  at 
present  explain ;  certain  it  is,  they  found  their 
verdict,  the  cuboy  non  mae ;  and,  among  other 
evidences  produced  to  attest  his  metamor- 
phosis, a  certain  Ximian,  who  pretenii-^d  to 
have  the  second  sight,  made  oath  ttMA  he 
had  one  evening  seen  the  said  Fika-kaka  in 
a  female  dress,  riding  through  the  air  on  a 
broomstick.  The  unhappy  cubov  being  thus 
convicted,  was  divested  of  his  office,  and  con- 
fined to  his  palace  in  the  country ;  while  Gio- 
gio,  by  the  advice  of  his  favourite,  published 
a  proclamation,  declaring  it  was  not  for  the 
honour  of  Japan  that  Jier  treasury  should  be 
managed  either  by  a  witch  or  an  old  woman. 

Fika-kaka  being  thus  removed,  Yak-strot 
was  appointed  treasurer  and  cuboy  in  his 
place,  and  now  ruled  the  roast  with  uncon- 
trolled authority.  On  the  very  threshold  of 
his  greatness,  however,  he  made  a  false  step, 
which  was  one  cause  of  his  tottering  during 
the  whole  sequel  of  his  administration.  In 
order  to  refute  the  calumnies  and  defeat  the 
intrigues  of  Taycho  in  the  assemblies  of  the 
people,  he  chose,  as  an  associate  in  the 
ministry,  Fok-si-roku,  who  was  at  that  in- 
Btant  the  most  unpopular  man  in  the  whole 
empire  of  Japan  ;  and,  at  the  instigation  of 
this  colleague,  deprived  of  bread  s.  great 
number  of  poor  families,  who  subsisted  on 
petty  places  which  had  been  bestowed  upon 
them  by  the  former  cuboy.  Those  were  so 
many  mouths  opened  to  auffraent  the  clamour 
against  his  own  person  and  administration. 

It  might  be  imagined,  that  while  he  thus 
set  one  part  of  the  nation  at  defiance,  he 
would  endeavour  to  cultivate  the  other ;  and, 
in  particular,  strive  to  conciliate  the  good 
will  of  the  nobility,  who  did  not  see  his  ex- 
altation without  umbraffe.  But,  instead  of 
ingratiating  himself  with  them  by  a  liberal 
turn  of  demeanour ;  by  treating  them  with 
frankness  and  affability ;  granting  them  fa- 
vours with  a  good  grace ;  making  entertain, 
ments  £>r  them  at  his  palace ;  and  mixing  in 
their  social  parties  of  pleasure ; — Yak-strot 
always  appeared  on  the  reserve,  and,  under 
all  his  finery,  continually  wore  a  doublet  of 
buckram,  which  gave  an  air  of  stiffness  and 
constraint  to  his  whole  behaviour.  He  stu- 
died postures,  and,  in  giving  audience,  gene- 
rally stood  in  the  attitude  of  the  idol  Fo ;  so 
that  tMometimes  was  mistaken  for  an  image 
of  stone.  He  formed  a  scale  of  gesticula- 
tion in  a  great  variety  of  divisions,  compre* 


bending  the  slightest  inclination  of  the  head, 
the  front-nod,  the  side  nod,  the  bow,  the 
half,  the  semi-demi-bow,  with  the  shuffle,  the 
slide,  the  circular,  semicircular,  and  quad- 
rant sweep  of  the  right  foot.  With  equal 
care  and  precision  did  he  model  the  economy 
of  his  looks  into  the  divisions  and  subdivi- 
sions of  the  fiiU  stare,  the  side  glance,  the 
pensive  look,  the  pouting  look,  the  gay  look, 
the  vacant  look,  and  the  stolid  look.  To 
these  different  expressions  of  the  eye  he 
suited  the  corresponding  features  of  the  nose 
and  mouth ;  such  as  the  wrinkled  nose,  the 
retorted  nose,  the  sneer,  tlie  grin,  the  simper, 
and  the  smile.  All  these  postures  and  ges- 
ticulations he  practised  and  distributed  occa- 
sionally, according  to  the  difference  of  nlnk 
and  importance  of  the  various  individuals 
with  whom  he  had  communication. 

But  these  affected  airs  being  assumed  in 
despite  of  nature,  be  appeared  as  awkward 
as  a  native  of  Angola,  when  he  is  first  ham- 

Eered  with  clothes,  or  a  Highlander  obliged 
y  act  of  parliament  to  wear  breeches.  In- 
deed, the  distance  observed  by  Yak-strot  in 
his  behaviour  to  the  nobles  of  Niphon,  was 
imputed  to  his  being  conscious  of  a  sulphu- 
rous smell  which  came  from  his  own  body ; 
so  that  greater  familiarity  on  his  side  might 
have  bred  contempt.  He  took  delight  in  no 
other  conversation  but  that  of  two  or  three 
obscure  Ximians,  his  companions  and  coun- 
sellors, with  whom  he  spent  all  his  leisure 
time,  in  conferences  upon  politics,  patriotism, 
philosophy,  and  the  belles  letters.  Those 
were  the  oracles  he  consulted  in  all  the  emer- 
gencies of  state ;  and  with  these  he  spent 
many  an  attic  evening. 

The  gods,  not  yet  tired  of  sporting  with 
the  farce  of  human  government,  were  still 
resolved  to  show  by  what  inconsiderable 
springs  a  mighty  empire  may  be  moved.  The 
new  cuboy  was  vastly  well  disposed  to  make 
his  Ximian  favourites  great  men.  It  was  in 
his  power  to  bestow  places  fnd  pensions  up- 
on them ;  but  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  give 
them  consequence  in  the  eyes  of  the  public. 
The  administration  of  Yak-strot  could  not 
fail  of  being  propitious  to  his  own  family  and 
poor  relations,  who  were  very  numerous. 
Their  naked  backs  and  hungry  bellies  were 
now  clothed  with  the  richest  stuffs,  and  M. 
with  the  fat  things  of  Japan.  Every  depart- 
ment, civil  and  military,  was  filled  with  Xi- 
mians. Those  islanders  came  over  in  shoals 
to  Niphon,  and  swarmed  in  the  streets  of 
Meaco,  where  they  were  easily  distinguished 
by  their  lank  sides,  gaunt  looks,  lanthom 
jaws,  and  long  sharp  teeth.  There  was  a 
fatslity  that  attended  the  whole  conduct  of 
this  unfortunate  cuboy.  His  very  partiality 
to  his  own  countrymen  brought  upon  him  at 
last  the  curses  of  his  whole  clan. 

Mr  Orator  Taycho  and  his  kinsman  Lob. 
kob  were  not  idle  in  the  mean  time.  Thej 
provided  their  emissaries,  and  primed  all  theu 
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engines.  Their  undentrappera  filled  every 
corner  of  Meaco  with  rumours,  jealousies, 
and  suspicions.  Yak-strot  was  represented 
as  a  statesman  without  discernment,  a  minis- 
ter without  knowledge,  and  a  man  without 
humanity.  He  was  taxed  with  insupportable 
pride,  indiscretion,  pusillanimity,  rapacity, 
partiality,  and  breach  of  faith.  It  was  affirmed 
that  he  had  dishonoured  the  nation,  and  en- 
dangered the  very  existence  of  the  Buponian 
religion,  in  withdrawing  the  annual  subsidy 
from  the  great  Brut-an-tiffi :  that  he  wanted 
to  starve  the  war,  and  betray  the  fflory  and 
advanta^  of  the  empire  by  a  shameful  peace : 
that  be  had  avowedly  shared  his  administra- 
tion with  the  greatest  knave  in  Japan  :  that 
he  treated  the  nobles  of  Niphon  with  inso- 
lence and  contempt :  that  he  had  suborned 
evidence  against  the  ancient  cuboy  Fika- 
kaka,  who  hud  spent  a  long  life  and  immense 
fortune  in  supporting  the  temple  of  Fakku- 
basi:  that  he  had  cruelly  turned  adrift  a 
great  number  of  helpless  families,  in  order  to 
gratify  his  own  worthless  dependents  with 
Uieir  spoils :  that  he  had  ennched  his  rela- 
tions and  countrymen  with  the  plunder  of 
Niphon :  that  his  intention  was  to  bring  over 
the  whole  nation  of  Ximians,  a  savage  race, 
who  had  been  ever  perfidious,  greedy  and 
hostile,  towards  the  natives  of^the  other 
Japanese  islands.  Nay,  they  were  described 
as  monsters  in  nature,  with  cloven  feet,  long 
tails,  saucer  eyes,  iron  fangs  and  claws,  who 
would  first  devour  the  sulwtance  of  the  Ni- 
phonites,  and  then  feed  upon  their  bluod. 

Taycho  had  Legion's  understanding  so 
much  in  his  power,  that  he  actually  made  it 
believe  Yak-strot  had  formed  a  treasonable 
scheme  in  fiivour  of  a  foreign  adventurer,  who 
pretended  to  the  throne  of  Japan,  and  that 
the  reigning  dairo  was  an  accomplice  in  this 
project  for  nis  own  deposition.  Indeed,  they 
did  not  scruple  to  say  that  Gio-gio  was  no 
more  than  a  pyppet  moved  by  his  own  grand- 
mother and  this  vile  Ximian,  between  whom 
they  hinted  there  was  a  secret  correspondence 
which  reflected  very  little  honour  on  the 
family  of  the  dairo. 

Mr  Orator  Taycho  and  his  associate  Lob- 
kob  lefl  no  stone  unturned  to  disgrace  the 
favourite,  and  drive  him  from  the  helm. 
They  struck  up  an  alliance  with  the  old  cuboy 
Fika-kaka;  and,  fetching  him  from  his  re- 
tirement, produced  him  to  the  beast  as  a 
martyr  to  loyalty  and  virtue.  They  had  often 
before  this  period  exposed  him  to  the  derision 
of  the  populace ;  but  now  they  set  him  up  as 
the  object  of  veneration  and  esteem ;  and 
every  tning  succeeded  to  their  wish.  Legion 
hoisted  Fisa-kaka  on  his  back,  and  paraded 
through  the  streets  of  Meaco,  braying  hoarse 
encomiums  on  the  great  talents  and  great 
virtues  of  the  ancient  cuboy.  His  cause  was 
now  espoused  by  his  old  fKends  Sti-phi-rum- 
poo  and  Nin-kom-poo-po,  who  had  been 
turned  adrift  along  with  him,  and  by  several 


other  quos  who  had  nestled  themselves  hi 
warm  places  under  the  shadow  of  his  protec- 
tion ;  but  it  was  remarkable,  that  not  one  of 
all  the  bonzas  who  owed  their  preferment  to 
his  fiivour,  had  gratitude  enough  to  follow  bis 
fortune,  or  pay  the  least  respect  to  him  in 
the  day  of  his  disgrace.  Advantage  was  also 
taken  of  the  disgust  occasioned  Inr  Yak- 
st rot's  reserve  among  the  nobles  of  Japan. 
Even  the  fatzman  was  estranged  from  the 
councils  of  his  kinsman  Gio-gio,  and  lent  his 
name  and  countenance  to  the  malcontents, 
who  now  formed  themselves  into  a  very 
formidable  cabal,  comprehending  a  great 
number  of  the  first  quos  in  the  empire. 

In  order  to  counterbalance  this  con- 
federacy, which  was  a  strange  coalition  of 
jarring  interests,  the  new  cul^y  endeavoured 
to  strengthen  his  administration,  by  admit- 
ting into  a  share  of  it  Gotto-reio,  who  dreaded 
nouiing  so  much  as  the  continuation  of  the 
war,  and  divers  other  noblemen,  whose  alli- 
ance contributed  very  little  to  his  interest 
or  advantage.  Grotto-mio  was  universally 
envied  for  his  wealth,  and  detested  for  his 
avarice  :  the  rest  were  either  of  the  She-it- 
kums-heit-il  faction,  which  had  been  lonf  ia 
disgrace  with  the  mobile,  or  men  of  aes- 
perate  fortunes  and  loope  morals,  who  attach- 
ed themselves  to  the  Ximian  favourite  solely 
on  account  of  the  posts  and  pensions  he  had 
to  bestow. 

During  these  domestic  commotions,  the 
arms  of  Japan  continued  to  prosper  in  the 
Indian  ocean.  Thin-quo  was  reduced  almost 
without  opposition ;  and  news  arrived  that 
the  conquest  of  Fan-yah  was  already  more 
than  half  achieved.  At  the  same  time,  some 
considerable  advantages  were  gained  over 
the  enemy  on  the  continent  or  Tartary  by 
the  Japanese  forces  under  the  commanSl  of 
Bron-xi-tic.  It  might  be  naturally  supposed 
that  these  events  would  have  in  some  mea- 
sure reconciled  the  Niphonites  to  the  new 
ministry ;  but  they  produced  rather  a  con- 
trary  effect.  The  blatant  beast  was  resolved 
to  rejoice  at  no  victories  but  those  that  were 
obtained  under  the  auspices  of  its  beloved 
Taycho ;  and  now  took  it  highly  amiss  that 
Yak-strot  should  presume  to  take  any  step 
which  might  redound  to  the  glory  of  the 
empire.  Nothing  could  have  pleased  the 
monster  at  this  juncture  so  much  as  the  mis- 
carriage of  both  expeditions,  and  a  certain 
information  that  all  the  troops  and  ships  em- 
ployed in  them  had  miserably  perished.  The 
king  of  Cores,  however,  was  so  alarmed  at 
the  progress  of  the  Japanese  before  Fan-yah, 
that  he  began  to  tremble  for  all  his  distant 
colonies,  and  earnestly  craved  the  advice  of 
the  cabinet  of  Pekin  touching  some  scheme 
to  make  a  diversion  in  their  nivour. 

The  councils  of  Pekin  have  been  ever  finiU 
ful  of  intrigues  to  embroil  the  xwLMAaim. 
They  suggested  a  plan  to  the  king  orCores, 
which  he  forthwith  pat  in  ezecutioo.    Tlis 
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kuid  of  Fummat  which  borders  on  the  Corean 
territories,  was  governed  by  a  prince  nearly 
allied  to  the  king  of  Corea,  although  his  sub- 
jects had  very  intimate  connections  in  the 
way  of  commerce  with  the  empire  of  Japan, 
which  indeed  had  entered  into  an  offensive 
and  defensive  alliance  with  this  country. 
The  emperor  of  China  and  the  king  of 
Corea  having  sounded  the  sovereign  of 
Fumma,  and  found  him  well  disposed  to 
enter  into  their  measuresy  communicated 
their  scheme,  in  which  he  immediately 
concurred.  Tbey  called  upon  him  in  pub- 
lic, as  their  friend  and  ally,  to  join  them 
against  the  Japanese,  as  the  inveterate  ene- 
my of  the  religion  of  Fo,  and  as  an  insolent 
people,  who  ^ected  a  despotism  at  sea  to 
the  detriment  and  destruction  of  all  their 
neighbours ;  plainly  declaring,  that  he  must 
either  immediately  break  with  the  dairo,  or 
expect  an  invasion  on  the  side  of  Corea.  The 
prince  of  Fumma  affected  to  complain  loudly 
of  this  iniquitQus  proposal ;  he  made  a  merit 
of  rejecting  the  alternative ;  and  immediately 
demanded  of  the  court  of  Meaco  the  suc- 
cours stipulated  in  the  treaty  of  alliance,  in 
order  to  defend  his  dominions.  In  all  ap- 
pearance, indeed,  there  was  no  time  to  be 
lost ;  for  the  monarchs  of  China  and  Corea 
declared  war  against  him  without  further  hes- 
itation ;  and  uniting  their  forces  on  that  side, 
ordered  them  to  enter  the  land  of  Fumma, 
after  having  given  satisfactory  assurances  in 
private  that  the  prince  had  nothing  to  fear 
from  their  hostilities. 

Yak-strot  was  not  much  embarrassed  on 
this  occasion.  Without  suspecting  the  least 
collusion  among  the  parties,  he  resolved  to 
take  the  prince  of  Fumma  under  his  protec- 
tion, thereunto  moved  by  divers  considera- 
tions. First  and  foremost,  he  piqued  him- 
self upon  his  good  faith ;  secondly,  he  knew 
that  the  trade  with  Fumma  was  of  great  con- 
sequence to  Japan,  and  therefore  concluded 
that  bis  supporting  the  sovereign  of  it  would 
be  a  popular  measure ;  Uiirdly,  he  hoped  that 
the  multiplication  of  expense  incurred  by 
this  new  war  would  make  the  blatant  beast 
wince  under  its  burden,  and  of  consequence, 
reconcile  it  to  the  thoughts  of  a  general  pa- 
cifination,  which  he  had  very  much  at  heart. 
Meanwhile  he  hastened  the  necessary  suc- 
cours to  the  land  of  Fumma,  and  sent  thither 
an  old  general,  called  Le-yaw-tcr,  in  order 
to  concert  with  the  prince  and  his  ministers 
the  operations  of  the  campaign. 

This  officer  was  counted  one  of  the  shrewd- 
est politicians  in  Japan ;  and,  having  resided 
many  years  as  ambassador  in  Fumma,  was 
well  acquainted  with  the  genius  of  that  peo- 
ple. He  immediately  discovered  the  scene 
which  had  been  acted  behind  the  curtain. 
He  found  that  the  prince  of  Fumma,  far  from 
having'^ade  any  preparations  for  his  own 
defence,  bad  actually  withdrawn  his  garri- 
0OIIB  froai  the  frontier  jilftcesi  which  were  by 


this  time  peaceably  occupied  by  the  invading 
army  of  Chinese  and  Coreans ;  that  the  few 
troops  he  had  were  without  clothes,  arms, 
and  discipFme ;  and  that  he  had  amused  the 
court  of  Meaco  with  false  musters,  and  a 
specious  account  of  levies  and  preparations 
which  had  been  made.  In  a  word,  though 
he  could  not  learn  the  particulars,  he  com* 
prehended  the  whole  mystery  of  the  secret 
negociations.  He  upbraided  the  minister  of 
Fumma  with  perfidy  ;  refused  to  assume  the 
command  of  the  Japanese  auxiliaries  when 
they  arrived ;  and,  returning  to  Meaco,  com- 
municated his  discoveries  and  suspicions  to 
the  new  cuboy.  But  he  did  not  meet  with 
that  reception  which  he  thought  he  deserved 
for  intelligence  of  such  importance.  Yak* 
strot  affected  to  doubt ;  perhaps  he  was  not 
really  convinced ;  or,  if  he  was,  thought  pro- 
per to  temporize ;  and  he  was  in  the  right  for 
so  doing.  A  rupture  with  Fumma  at  this 
juncture  would  have  forced  that  prince  to  de« 
clar^  openly  for  the  enemies  of  Japan :  in 
which  case,  the  inhabitants  of  Niphon  would 
have  lost  th^  benefit  of  a  very  advantageous 
trade.  They  had  already  been  great  suffer- 
ers in  commerce  by  the  breach  with  the  king 
of  Corea,  whose  subjects  had  been  used  to 
take  offgreat  quantities  of  the  Japanese  man- 
ufactures, for  which  they  paid  in  gold  and 
silver:  and  they  could  ill  bear  such  an  addi- 
tional loss  as  an  interruption  of  the  trade 
with  Fumma  would  have  occasioned.  The 
cuboy,  therefore,  continued  to  treat  the  prince 
of  that  country  as  a  staunch  ally,  who  had 
sacrificed  every  other  consideration  to  hia 
good  fiiith ;  ana,  far  from  restricting  himself 
to  the  number  of  troops  and  fune  stipulated 
in  the  treaty,  sent  over  a  much  more  numer- 
ous body  offerees  and  ships  of  war;  declar- 
ing, at  the  same  time,  h^  would  support  the 
people  of  Fumma  with  the  whole  power  ol 
Japan. 

-  Such  a  considerable  diversion  of  the  Ja- 
panese strength  could  not  fail  to  answer  in 
some  measure  the  expectation  of  the  two 
sovereigns  of  China  and  Corea :  but  it  did 
not  prevent  the  success  of  the  expeditions 
which  were  actually  employed  against  their 
colonies  in  the  Indian  ocean.  It  was  not  in 
his  power,  however,  to  protect  Fumma,  had 
the  invaders  been  in  earnest ;  but  the  com- 
bined army  of  the  Chinese  and  Coreans  had 
orders  to  protract  the  war :  and,  instead  of 
penetrating  to  the  capital,  at  a  time  when 
the  Fummians,  though  joined  with  the  aux- 
iliaries of  Japan,  were  not  numerous  enough 
to  look  them  in  the  face,  they  made  a  full 
stop  in  the  middle  of  their  march,  and  quieUy 
retired  into  summer  quarters. 

The  additional  encumbrance  of  a  new  con- 
tinental war  redoubled  the  cuboy 's  desire  of 
peace :  and  his  inclination  being  known  to 
the  enemy,  who  were  also  sick  of  the  war, 
they  had  recourse  to  the  good  offices  of  a 
certain  Beutral  power,  called  Sab-oi,  sove* 
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reigfn  of  the  mountains  of  Cambodia.  This 
prince  accordingly  offered  his  mediation  at 
the  court  of  Meaco,  and  it  was  immediately 
accepted.  The  ne^ociation  for  peace  which 
had  been  broiien  off  m  the  ministry  of  Taycho 
was  now  resumed ;  and  an  ambassador  pleni- 
potentiary arrived  from  Pekin ;  and  Gotto- 
mio  was  sent  thither  in  the  same  capacity, 
in  order  to  adjust  the  articles,  and  sign  the 
preliminaries  of  peace. 

While  this  new  treaty  was  on  the  carpet, 
the  armament  equipped  against  Fan-yah, 
under  the  command  of  the  quo  Kep-marl, 
and  the  brave  admiral  who  had  signalized 
himself  in  the  sea  of  Kamtschatka,  reduced 
that  important  place,  where  they  became 
masters  of  a  fE^trong  squadron  of  fune  belong- 
ing to  the  king  of  Corea,  together  with  a 
very  considerable  treasure,  sifiicient  to  in- 
demnify Japan  for  the  expense  of  the  expe- 
dition. This,  though  the  most  grievous,  was 
not  the  only  disaster  which  the  war  brought 
upon  the  Coreans.  Their  distant  settlement 
of  Lli-nam  was  likewise  taken  by  CSeneral 
Tra-rep,  and  the  inhabitants  paid  an  immense 
sum  in  order  to  redeem  their  capital  from 
plunder. 

These  successes  did  not  at  all  retard  the 
conclusion  of  the  treaty,  which  was  indeed 
oecome  equally  necessary  to  all  the  parties 
concerned.  Japan,  in  particular,  was  in 
danger  of  being  ruined  by  her  conquests. 
The  war  had  destroyed  so  many  men,  that 
the  whole  empire  could  not  aflord  a  suffi- 
ciency of  recruits  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
land  forces.  All  those  who  had  conquered 
Fatsissio  and  Fan-yah  were  already  destroy- 
ed by  hard  duty  and  the  diseases  of  those 
unhealthy  climates ;  above  two-thirds  of  the 
fune  were  rotten  in  the  course  of  service, 
and  the  complements  of  mariners  reduced 
to  lees  than  one  half  of  their  original  num- 
bers. Troops  were  actually  wanting  to  gar- 
rison the  new  conquests.  The  finances  of 
Japan  were  by  this  time  drained  to  the  bot- 
tom. One  of  her  chief  resources  was  stop- 
ped by  the  rupture  with  Corea,  while  her 
expenses  were  considerably  augmented,  and 
Iter  national  credit  was  stretched  even  to 
cracking.  All  these  considerations  stimu- 
lated more  and  more  the  dairo  and  his  cuboy 
to  conclude  the  work  of  peace. 

Meanwhile  the  enemies  of  Yak-strot  ^ve 
him  no  quarter  nor  respite.  They  vihlicd 
his  parts,  traduced  his  morals,  endeavoured 
to  intimidate  him  with  threats  which  did  not 
even  respect  the  dairo,  and  never  fbiled  to 
insult  him  whenever  he  appeared  in  public. 
ft  had  been  the  custom,  time  immemorial, 
for  the  chief  magistrate  of  Meaco  to  make 
an  entertainment  for  the  dairo  and  his  em- 
press  immediately  after  their  nuptials ;  and 
to  this  banquet  all  the  great  quos  in  Japan 
were  invited.  The  pervton  who  filled  the 
chur  at  present  was  Rhimi-kikh,  a  half- 
witted politician,  self-conceited,  headstrong, 


turbulent  and  ambitioos;  a  professed  wor- 
shipper of  Taycho,  whose  oratorial  talenta 
he  admired,  and  attempted  to  imitate  in  the 
assemblies  of  the  people,  where  he  gene- 
rally excited  the  laushter  of  his  audience^ 
By  dint  of  great  wealu  and  extensive  traffic, 
he  became  a  man  of  consequence  among  the 
mob,  notwithstanding  an  illiberal  turn  of 
mind,  and  an  ungracious  address ;  and  now 
he  resolved  to  use  this  influence  for  the  glory 
of  Taycho,  and  the  disgrace  of  the  Ximian 
favourite.  Legion  was  tutored  for  the  par- 
pose,  and,  moreover,  well  primed  with  a 
fiery  caustic  spirit,  in  which  Khum-kikh  ww 
a  considerable  dealer.  The  dairo  and  his 
young  empress  were  received  b^  him  and 
his  council  with  a  sullen  formality  in  pro- 
found silence.  The  cuboy  was  pelted  as  he 
passed  along,  and  his  litter  almost  overturned 
by  the  monster,  which  yelled  and  brayed  and 
hooted,  without  ceasing,  until  he  was  housed 
in  the  city-hall,  where  he  met  with  every 
sort  of  mortification  from  the  entertainer,  mm 
well  as  the  spectators.  At  length  Mr  Orator 
Taycho,  with  his  cousin  Lob-kob,  appearing 
in  a  triumphal  car  at  the  city-gate,  the  Ua^ 
tant  beast  received  them  with  loud  huzzas, 
unharnessed  their  horses,  and  putting  itself 
in  the  traces,  drew  them  through  the  streets 
of  Meaco,  which  resounded  with  acclamation. 
They  were  received  with  the  same  exuitatioa 
within  the  hall  of  entertainment,  where  their 
sovereign  and  his  consort  sat  altogether  on- 
honoured  and  unnoticed. 

A  small  squadron  of  Chinese  fune  having 
taken  possession  of  a  defenceless  fishery  be- 
longing to  Japan,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Fatsissio,  the  emissaries  of  Taycho  magni- 
fied this  event  into  a  terrible  misfortune, 
arising  fVom  the  mal-administration  of  the 
new  aiboy;  nay,  they  did  not  scruple  to 
affirm  that  he  had  left  the  fishing-town  de- 
fenceless, on  purpose  that  it  might  be  taken 
by  the  enemy.  This  clamour,  however,  was 
of  short  duration.  The  quo  PhylUKhoU, 
who  commanded  a  few  fune  in  one  of  the 
harbours  of  Fatsissio,  no  soonjsr  received 
intelligence  of  what  had  happened,  than  he 
embarked  what  troops  were  at  hand,  and, 
sailing  directly  to  the  place,  obli^d  the 
enemy  to  abandon  their  conquest  wtth  pre- 
cipitation and  disgrace. 

In  the  midst  of  these  transactions,  the 
^ace  was  signed,  ratified,  and  even  approv- 
ed, in  the  great  national  council  of  the  quos, 
as  well  as  in  the  assembly  of  the  people. 
The  truth  is,  the  minister  of  Japan  has  it 
always  in  his  power  to  secure  a  majority  in 
both  these  conventions  by  means  that  may 
be  easily  guessed ;  and  those  were  not  spared 
on  this  occasion.  Yak-strot  in  a  speech 
harangued  the  great  council,  who  were  not 
a  little  surprised  to  hear  him  speak  with  such 
propriety  and  extent  of  knowledge  ;^r  he 
had  been  represented  ss  tcmgue-tied,  and,  hi 
point  of  elocution,  little  better  than  the  paU 
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frey  he  rode.  He  now  vindicated  all  the 
steps  he  had  taken  since  his  accession  to  the 
helm ;  he  demonstrated  the  necessity  of  a 
pacification ;  exclaimed  and  descanted  upon 
every  article  of  the  treaty ;  and,  finally,  de- 
clared his  conscience  was  so  clear  in  this 
matter,  that,  when  he  died,  he  should  d^ire 
no  other  encomium  to  be  engraved  on  his 
tomb,  but  that  he  was  the  author  of  this 
peace. 

Nevertheless,  the  approbation  of  the  coun- 
cil was  not  obtained  without  violent  debate 
and  altercation.  The  difl^erent  articles  were 
censured  and  inveighed  against  by  the  fatz- 
man,  the  late  cuboy  Fika-kaka,  Lob-kob, 
Sti-phi-Tura-poo,  Nin-kom-poo-po,  and  many 
other  quos ;  but,  at  the  long-run,  the  influence 
of  the  present  ministry  predominated.  As 
for  Taycho,  he  exerted  himself  in  a  very  ex- 
traordinary efibrt  to  depreciate  the  peace  in 
the  assembly  of  the  people.  He  had  for  some 
dajTs  pretended  to  be  dangerously  ill,  that  he 
might  make  a  merit  of  his  patriotism,  by 
showing  a  contempt  for  his  own  life,  when 
the  good  of  the  country  was  at  stake*.  In 
order  to  excite  the  admiration  of  the  public, 
and  render  his  appearance  in  the  assembly 
the  more  striking,  he  was  carried  thither  on 
a  kind  of  hand-barrow,  wrapped  up  in  flannel, 
with  three  woollen  niffht-caps  on  his  head, 
escorted  by  Legion,  which  yelled,  and  bray- 
ed, and  whooped,  and  hallooed,  with  such 
vociferation,  that  every  street  of  Meaco  rung 
with  hideous  clamour.  In  this  equipage  did 
Taycho  enter  the  assembly,  where,  being 
held  up  by  two  adherents,  he,  after  a  prelude 
of  groans  to  rouse  the  attention  of  his  au- 
dience, began  to  declaim  against  the  peace 
as  inadequate,  shameful,  and  disadvanta- 
geous ;  nay,  he  ventured  to  stigmatize  every 
separate  article,  though  he  knew  it  Was  in 
the  power  of  each  individual  of  his  hearers  to 
confront  him  with  the  terms  to  which  he  had 
subscribed  the  preceding  year,  in  all  respects 
less  honourable  and  advantageous  to  his 
country.  Inconsistencies  eaualTy  glaring  and 
absurd  he  had  oflen  crammeo  down  the  throats 
of  the  multitude ;  but  they  would  not  go  down 
with  this  assembly  of  the  people,  which,  in 
spite  of  his  flannel,  his  night-caps,  his 
crutches,  and  his  groans,  confirmed  the  treaty 
of  peace  by  a  great  majority.  Not  that  they 
had  any  great  reason  to  applaud  the  peace- 
makers, who  might  have  dictated  their  owq 
terms,  had  they  proceeded  with  more  sagacity 
and  less  precipitation ;  but  Fok-si-roku,  and 
his  brother  undertakers,  bavin?  the  treasure 
of  Japan  at  their  command,  had  anointed  the 
greatest  part  of  the  assembly  with  a  certain 
precious  salve,  which  preserved  them  eflfect- 
nally  from  the  fascinating  arts  of  Taycho. 

This  orator,  incensed  at  his  bad  success 
within  doors,  renewed  and  redoubled  his 
operatlnnR  without.  He  exasperated  Legion 
•gainst  Yak-strot  to  such  a  pitch  of  rage, 
that  the  monster  could  not  hear  the  coboy's 
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name  three  times  pronounced  without  falling 
into  fits.  His  confederate  Lob-kob,  in  the 
course  of  his  researches,  found  out  two  origi* 
nals  admirably  calculated  for  executing  his 
vengeance  against  the  Ximian  favourite. 
One  of  them,  called  LIur-chir,  a  profligate 
bonza,  degraded  for  his  lewd  lif^,  possessed 
a  wonderful  talent  of  exciting  different  pas- 
sions in  the  blatant  beast,  by  dint  of  quaint 
rhymes,  which  were  said  to  be  inspirations  of 
the  demon  of  obloquy,  to  whom  he  had  sold 
his  soul.  These  oracles  not  only  commanded 
the  passions,  but  even  influenced  the  organs 
of  the  beast  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  occasion 
an  evacuation  either  upwards  or  downwards, 
at  the  pleasure  of  the  operator.  The  other, 
known  by  the  name  of  Jan-ki-dtzin,  was 
counted  the  best  marksman  in  Japan  in  the 
art  and  mystery  of  dirt-throwin?.  He  pos- 
sessed the  art  of  making  balls  of  filth,  which 
were  famous  for  sticking  and  stinking ;  and 
these  he  threw  with  such  dexterity,  that  they 
very  seldom  missed  their  aim.  Being  reduced 
to  a  low  ebb  of  fortune  by  his  debaucheries, 
he  had  made  advances  to  the  new  cuboy, 
who  had  rejected  his  proffered  services  on 
account  of  nis  immoral  character ;  a  prudish 
punctilio,  which  but  ill  became  Yak-strot, 
who  had  paid  very  little  regard  to  reputation 
in  choosing  some  of  the  colleagues  he  had  as- 
sociated in  his  administration.  Be  that  as 
it  may,  he  no  sooner  understood  that  Mr 
Orator  Taycho  was  busy  in  preparing  for  an 
active  campaign,  than  be  likewise  iMSgan  to 
put  himself  in  a  posture  of  defence.  He 
hired  a  body  of  mercenaries,  and  provided 
some  dirt-men  and  rhymers.  Then,  taking 
the  field,  a  sharp  contest  and  pelting  match 
ensued ;  but  the  dispute  was  soon  terminated. 
Yak-strot's  versifiers  turned  out  no  great 
conjurors  on  the  trial.  They  were  not  such 
favourites  of  the  demon  as  Llur-chir.  The 
rhymes  they  used  produced  no  other  effect 
upon  Legion  but  that  of  setting  it  a-brayin(f. 
The  cuboy 's  dirt-men,  however,  played  their 
parts  tolerably  well.  Though  their  balls  were 
inferior  in  point  of  composition  to  those  of 
Jan-ki-dtzin,  they  did  not  fail  to  discompose 
Orator  Taycho  and  his  friend  Lob-kob,  whose 
eyes  were  seen  to  water  with  the  smart  oc- 
casioned by  those  missiles :  but  these  last 
had  a  great  advantage  over  their  adversaries, 
in  the  zeal  and  attachment  of  Legion,  whose 
numerous  tongues  were  always  ready  to  lick 
off  the  ordure  that  stuck  to  any  part  of  their 
leaders  :  and  this  they  did  with  such  signs  of 
satisfaction,  as  seemed  to  indicate  an  appetite 
for  all  manner  of  filth, 

Yak-strot  having  suffered  wofully  in  his 
own  person,  and  seeing  his  partizans  in  con- 
fusion, thought  proper  to  retreat.  Yet, 
although  discomfited,  he  was  not  discouraged. 
On  the  contraij,  having  at  bottom  a  fund  of 
fanaticism,  which,  like  chamomile,  grows  the 
ftwter  for  being  trod  upon,  he  became  more 
obstinately  bent  than  ever  upon  proaecatiiig 
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hjji  own  schemes  for  the  good  of  the  people 
in  their  own  despite.  His  vanity  was  like- 
wise buoyed  up  by  the  flattery  of  his  crea- 
tures, who  extoHed  the  passive  courage  he 
had  shown  in  the  late  engagement.  Though 
every  part  of  him  still  tingled  and  stunk  fipom 
the  balls  of  the  enemy,  he  persuaded  himself 
that  not  one  of  their  missiles  had  taken  place ; 
and,  of  consequence,  that  there  was  some- 
thing of  divinity  in  his  person.  Full  of  this 
notion,  he  discarded  his  rhymesters  and  his 
dirt-casters,  as  unnecessary,  and  resolved  to 
bear  the  brunt  of  the  battle  in  his  own  in- 
dividual person. 

Fok-si-roku  advised  him,  nevertheless,  to 
fill  his  trowsers  with  gold  obans,  which  he 
might  throw  at  Legion,  in  case  of  necessity ; 
assuring  him  that  this  was  the  only  ammuni- 
tion which  the  monster  could  not  withstand. 
The  advice  was  good  ;  and  the  cuboy  might 
have  followed  it«  without  being  obliged  to  the 
treasury  of  Japan ;  fur  he  was  by  this  time 
become  immensely  rich,  in  consequence  of 
having  found  a  hoard  in  digging  his  garden ; 
but  this  was  an  expedient  which  Yak-strot 
could  never  be  prevailed  upon  to  use,  either 
on  this  or  any  other  occasion.  Indeed,  he 
was  now  so  convinced  of  his  own  personal 
energy,  that  he  persuaded  his  master  Gio-gio 
to  come  forth,  and  see  it  operate  on  the 
blatant  beast.  Accordingly  the  dairo  as- 
cended his  car  of  state,  while  the  cnboy, 
arrayed  in  all  his  trappings,  stood  before  him 
with  the  reins  in  his  own  hand,  and  drove 
directly  to  the  enemy,  who  waited  for  him 
without  flinching.  Being  arrived  within 
dung-shot  of  Jan-ki-dtzin,  he  made  a  halt, 
and  putting  himself  in  the  attitude  of  the  idol 
Fo,  with  a  simper  in  his  countenance, 
seemed  to  invite  the  warrior  to  make  a  full 
discharge  of  his  artillery.  He  did  not  long 
wait  in  suspense.  The  balls  soon  began  to 
whiz  about  his  ears;  and  a  great  number 
took  effect  upon  his  person.  At  length  he 
received  a  shot  upon  nis  right  temple,  which 
brought  him  to  the  ground.  A!i  his  gew. 
gaws  fluttered,  and  his  buckram  doublet 
rattled  as  he  fell.  Llur-chir  no  sooner  be- 
held htm  prostrate,  than,  advancing  with  the 
monster,  he  began  to  repeat  his  rhymes,  at 
which  every  mouth  and  every  tail  of  IjOgion 
was  opened  and  lifled  up :  and  such  a  torrent 
of  filth  squirted  from  these  channels,  that  the 
unfortunate  cuboy  was  quite  bverw helmed. 
Nay,  he  must  have  been  actually  suffocated 
where  he  lay,  had  not  some  of  the  dairo's 
attends  nts  interposed,  and  rescued  him  from 
the  vengeance  of  the  monster.  He  was  car- 
ried home  in  such  an  unsavoury  pickle,  that 
his  family  smelled  his  disaster  long  before  he 
came  in  sight ;  and  when  he  appeared  in  this 
woful  condition,  covered  with  ordure,  blinded 
with  dirt,  and  even  deprived  of  sense  and 
motion,  his  wife  was  seized  with  hy$terica 
f0$no.  He  was  imroodiateiy  stripped  and 
wasbedf  and  other  means  being  used  fiir  his 


recovery,  he  in  a  little  time  retrieved  hm 
recollection. 

*  He  was  now  pretty  well  undeceived,  with 
respect  to  the  divinity  of  his  person ;  bat  his 
enthusiasm  took  a  new  turn.  He  aspired  to 
the  glory  of  martyrdom,  and  resolved  to  de- 
vote himself  as  a  victim  to  patriotic  virtue. 
While  his  attendants  were  employed  in  wash- 
ing off  the  filth  that  stuck  to  his  beard*  he 
recited,  in  a  theatrical  tone,  the  stanza  of  a 
famous  Japanese  bard,  whose  soul  atlerwarde 
transmigrated  into  the  body  of  the  Roman 
poet,  Horatius  Flaccus,  and  inspired  him 
with  the  same  sentiment,  in  the  Latin  tongue. 

Virtnt  repalts  nescia  tordids 
lataminatit  fiilgelhonoribut : 
Nee  •umic,  aiit  ponit  secures 
Arbitrio  populsrls  aure^ 

His  friends  hearing  him  declare  his  reso- 
lution of  dying  for  his  country,  began  to  fear 
that  his  understanding  was  disturwd.  They 
advised  him  to  yield  to  the  torrent,  which 
was  become  too  impetuous  to  stem ;  to  re- 
sign the  cuboyship  quietly,  and  reserve  his 
virtues  for  a  more  favourable  occasion.  In 
vain  his  friends  remonstrated:  in  vain  his 
wife  and  children  employed  their  tears  and 
entreaties  to  the  same  purpose.  He  lent  a 
deaf  ear  to  all  their  solicitations,  until  they 
began  to  drop  some  hints  that  seemed  to  im- 
ply a  suspicion  of  his  insanity,  which  alarmed 
nim  exceedingly ;  and  the  dairo  himself  sig- 
nifying to  him  in  private,  that  it  was  become 
absolutely  necessary  to  temporize,  he  re- 
s'gned  the  reins  of  government  with  a  heavy 
heart,  though  not  before  he  was  assun^d  that 
he  should  still  continue  to  exert  his  influence 
behind  the  curtain. 

Gio-gio*s  own  person  had  not  escaped  an- 
touched  in  the  last  skirmish.  Jan-ki-dtzin 
was  transported  to  such  a  pitch  of  insolencet 
that  he  aimed  some  bnlls  at  the  dairo,  and 
one  of  them  taking  place  exactly  betwixt  the 
eyes,  defiled  his  wholsi  visage.  Had  the 
laws  of  Japan  been  executed  in  all  their  se- 
verity against  this  audacious  plebeian,  he 
would  have  suffered  crucifixion  on  the  spot : 
but  Gio-gio,  being  gond-nat tired  even  to  a 
fault,  contented  himself  with  ordering  some 
of  his  attendants  to  apprehend  and  put  him 
in  the  public  stocks,  afler  having  seized  the 
whole  cargo  of  filth  which  he  had  collected 
at  his  habitation  for  the  manufacture  of  his 
balls.  Legion  was  no  sooner  informed  of 
his  disgrace,  than  it  released  him  by  force, 
being  therein  comforted  and  abetted  by  the 
declaration  of  a  pimy  magistrate,  called 
PrafT-patt-phogff,  wno  seized  th<s,  ss  the  on- 
ly opportunity  he  should  ever  find  of  giving 
himself  any  conseouenca  in  the  common- 
wealth. Accordingly,  the  monster  hoisting 
him  and  Jan-kid^tzin  on  their  sh^lders, 
went  in  procession  through  the  streets  of 
Meacoi  hallooing,  huzzaing,  and  extolling 
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this  venerable  pair  of  patriots  as  the  palladia 
of  the  libertj  of  Japan. 

The  monster's  officioos  zeal  on  this  occa- 
sion was  far  from  being  agreeable  to  Mr 
Orator  Taycho,  who  took  umbrage  at  this 
exaltation  of*  bis  two  understrappers,  and 
from  that  moment  devoted  Jan-ki-dtzin  to 
destruction.  The  dairo,  6nding  it  libsolutely 
necessary  for  the  support  of  his  government 
that  this  dirtmonger  should  be  punished,  gave 
directions  for  trying  him  according  to  the 
laws  of  the  land.  He  was  ignominiously  ex- 
pelled  from  the  assembly  of  the  people; 
where  his  old  patron  Taycho  not  only  dis- 
claimed him,  but  even  represented  him  as  a 
worthless  atheist  and  sower  of  sedition ;  but 
he  escaped  the  weight  of  a  more  severe  sen- 
tence in  another  tribunal,  by  retreating,  with- 
out beat  of  drum,  into  the  territories  of  China, 
where  he  found  an  asylum,  from  whence  he 
made  divers  ineffectual  appeals  to  the  mul- 
titudinous beast  at  Niphon. 

As  for  Yak-strot,  he  was  every  thing  but 
a  downright  martyr  to  the  odium  of  the  pub- 
lic, which  produced  a  ferment  all  over  the 
nation.  His  name  was  become  a  term  of 
reproach.  He  was  burnt  or  crucified  in  effi- 
gy in  every  city,  town,  village,  and  district 
of  Niphon.  Even  his  own  countrymen,  the 
Ximians,  held  him  in  abhorrence  and  execra- 
tion. Notwithstanding  his  partiality  to  the 
natale  solum,  he  had  not  been  able  to  pro- 
vide for  all  those  adventurers,  who  came 
from  thence,  in  consequence  of  his  promo- 
tion. The  whole  number  of  the  disappointed 
became  his  enemies  of  coursjs ;  and  the  rest 
finding  themselves  exposed  to  the  animosity 
and  ill  offices  of  their  fellow-subjects  of  Ni- 
phon, who  bated  the  whole  community  for 
nis  sake,  inveighed  against  Yak-strot  as  the 
curse  of  their  nation. 

In  the  midst  of  all  this  detestation  and  dis- 
grace, it  must  be  owned,  for  the  sake  of 
truth,  that  Yak-strot  was  one  of  the  honest- 
est  men  in.  Japan,  and  certainly  the  greatest 
benefactor  to  the  empire.  Just,  upright,  sin- 
cere,  and  charitable ;  his  heart  was  suscepti- 
ble of  friendship  and  tenderness.  He  was 
a  virtuous  husband,  a  fond  father,  a  kind  mas- 
ter, and  a  zealous  friend.  In  his  public  ca- 
pacity, he  had  nothing  in  view  but  the  ad- 
vantage of  Japan;  in  the  prosecution  of  which, 
he  flattered  himself  he  should  be  able  to  dis- 
play all  the  abilities  of  a  profound  statesman, 
and  all  the  virtues  of  the  most  sublime  pa- 
triotism. It  was  here  he  over-rated  his  own 
importance.  His  virtue  bectfme  the  dupe  of 
his  vanity.  Nature  had  denied  him  shining 
talents,  as  well  as  that  easiness  of  deport- 
oient,  that  affability,  liberal  turn,  and  versa*, 
tile  genius,  without  which  no  man  can  ever 
figure  at  the  head  of  an  administration,  No^ 
thing  could  be  more  absurd  than  his  being 
charged  with  want  of  paits  and  understand- 
ing to  guide  the  helm  of  government,  consi- 
dering now  happily  it  hM  been  conducted 


for  many  years  by  Fika-kaka,  whose  natural 
genius  would  have  been  found  unequal  even 
to  the  art  and  mystery  of  wool-couibing. 
Besides,  the  war  had  prospered  in  his  han& 
as  much  as  it  ever  did  under  the  auspices  of 
his  predecessor ;  though,  as  I  have  before 
observed,  neither  the  one  nor  the  other  could 
justly  claim  any  merit  from  its  success. 

But  Yak-strot*s  services  to  the  public  were 
much  more  important  in  another  respect. 
He  had  the  resslution  to  dissolve  the  shame- 
ful and  pernicious  engagements  which  the 
empire  had  contracted  on  the  continent  of 
Tartanr.  He  lightened  the  intolerable  bur- 
dens of  the  empire :  he  saved  its  credit,  when 
it  was  stretched  even  to  bursting.  He  made 
a  peace,  which  if  not  the  most  glorious  that 
might  have  been  obtained,  was  at  leaqlt  the 
most  solid  and  advantageous  that  ever  Japan 
had  concluded  with  any  power  whatsoever ; 
and  in  particular,  much  more  honourable, 
useful,  and  ascertained,  than  that  which 
Taycho  had  agreed  to  subscribe  the  preced- 
ing  year;  and,  by  this  peace,  he  put  an  end  to 
all  the  horrors  of  a  cruel  war,  which  had  ra- 
vaged the  best  parts  of  Asia,  and  destroyed 
the  lives  of  six  hundred  thousand  men  every 
year.  On  the  whole,  Yak-strot's  good  qua- 
lities were  respectable.  There  was  very  lit- 
tle vicious  in  his  composition ;  and  as  to  his 
follies,  they  were  rather  the  subjects  of  ridi« 
cule  than  of  resentment. 

Yak-strot's  subalterns  in  the  ministry  re- 
joiced in  secret  at  his  running  so  far  into  the 
north  of  Legion's  displeasure.  Nay,  it  was 
shrewdly  suspected  that  some  of  their  emis- 
saries had  been  very  active  against  him  in 
the  day  of  his  discomfiture.  They  flattered 
themselves,  that  if  he  could  be  effectually 
driven  from  the  presence  of  the  dairo,  they 
would  succeed  to  his  influence,  and,  in  the 
mean  time,  acquire  popularity,  by  turning 
tail  to  and  kicking  at  the  Ximian  favourite, 
who  had  associated  them  in  the  adminis- 
tration, inconsequence  of  their  vowing  eter- 
nal attachment  to  his  interest,  and  constant 
submission  to  his  will.  Having  held  a  se- 
cret conclave  to  concert  their  operations,  they 
began  to  execute  their  plan,  by  seducing  Yak- 
strot  into  certain  odious  measures  of  raising 
new  impositions  on  the  people,  which  did  not 
fail,  indeed,  to  increase  the  clamour  of  the 
blatant  beast,  and  promote  its  filthy  dis- 
cbarge upwards  and  downwards ;  but  then 
the  torrents  were  divided,  and  many  a  tail 
was  lifted  up  against  the  real  projectors  of  the 
scheme  which  the  favourite  had  adoptod. 
They  resolved  to  make  a  merit  with  the  mo- 
bile,' by  picking  a  German  ouarrel  with 
Strut,  and  insulting  him  in  public.  Gotto- 
mio  caused  a  scrubbing-post  to  be  set  up  in 
the  ni^t  at  the  cubojr's  door.  The  scribe 
Zan-ti-fic  presented  him  with  a  scheme  for 
the  importation  of  brimstone  into  the  island  of 
Ximo:  the  other  scribe  pretended  he  could  not 
speU  the  barbarous  names  of  the  cuboy's  re- 
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lations  and  countrymen,  who  were  daily 
thrust  into  the  roost  lucrative  employments. 
As  for  Twitz-er,  the  financier,  he  never 
approached  Yak-strot  without  clawing  his 
knuckles  in  derision.    At  the  councd  of 
twenty-eight,  they  thwarted  every  plan  he 
proposed,  and  turned  into  ridicule  every  word 
ne  spoke.    At  length  they  bluntly  told  the 
dairo,  that  as  Yak-strot  resigned  the  reins 
of  administration  in  public,  he  must  likewise 
give  up  his  management  behind  the  curtain ; 
for  they  were  not  at  all  disposed  to  answer 
to  the  people  for  measures  dictated  by  an 
invisible  agent    This  was  but  a  reasonable 
demand,  in  which  the  emperor  seemed  to 
acquiesce.    But  the  new  ministers  thought 
it  was  requisite  that  they  should  commit 
som^  overt  act  of  contempt  for  the  abdicated 
cuboy.    One  of  his  nearest  relations  had 
obtained  a  profitable  office  in  the  island  of 
Ximo ;  and  of  this,  the  new  cabal  insisted 
he  should  be  immediately  deprived.    The 
dairo  remonstrated  against  the  injustice  of 
turning  a  man  out  of  nia  place,  for  no  other 
reason  but  to  satisfy  their  caprice;   and 
plainly  told  them  he  could  not  do  it  without 
infringing  his  honour,  as  he  had  given  his 
word  that  the  possessor  should  enjoy  the 
post  for  life.    Far  from  being  satisfied  with 
this  declaration,  they  uiged  their  demand 
with  redoubled  importunitv,  mixed  with  me- 
naces, which  equally  embarrassed  and  ia- 
censed  the  good-natured  dairo.     At  last, 
Yak-strot,  talking  coiy passion  upon  his  in- 
dulgent master,  prevailed  upon  his  kinsman 
to  release  him  from  the  obligation  of  his 
word,  by  making  a  voluntary  resignation  of 
his  office.    The  dairo  fell  sick  or  vexation ; 
his  life  was  despaired  of;  and  all  Japan  was 
filled  with  alarm  and  apprehension  at  the 
prospect  of  an  infiuit's  ascending  the  throne ; 
for  tne  heir  apparent  was  still  in  the  cradle. 
Their  fears,  nowever,  were  happily  disap- 
pointed  by  the  recovery  of  the  emperor,  who, 
to  prevent  as  much  as  possible  the  inconve- 
niences that  might  attend  his  demfse,  during' 
the  minority  of  his  son,  resolved  that  a  re- 
gency should  be  established  and  ratified  by 
the  states  of  the  empire.    The  plan  of  this 
regencv  he  concerted  in  private  with  the 
venerable  princess  his  grandmother  and  his 
friend  Yak-strot;  and  then  communicated 
the  design  to  his  ministers,  who,  knowing 
tlie  quarter  from  whence  it  had  come,  treat- 
od  it  with  coldness  and  contempt.    They 
were  so  elevated  by  their  last  triumph  over 
the  Ximian  favourite,  that  they  overlooked 
every  obstacle  to  their  ambition,  and  deter- 
mined to  render  the  dairo  dependent  on  them, 
and  them  only.    With  this  view,  they  threw 
cold  water  on  the  present  measure ;  and  to 
mark  their  hatred  of   the   favourite  more 
strongly  in  the  eyes  of  Legion,  they  endea- 
voured to  exclude  the  name  of  his  patronera, 
the  dairo's  grandmother,  from  the  deed  of 
regency,  though  their  malice  was  frustrated 


by  the  vigilance  of  Yak-strot,  and  the  indi|^ 
nation  of  the  states,  who  resented  this  mt- 
ttont  offered  to  the  family  of  their  sovereign. 

The  tyranny  of  this  junto  became  so  in- 
tolerable to  Gio-gio,  that  he  resolved  to  shake 
off  their  yoke,  whatever  might  be  the  conse- 
quence ;  but  before  any  effectual  step  waa 
taken  for  that  purpose,  Yak-strot,  who  un- 
derstood mechanics,  and  had  studied  the  art 
of  puppet-playing,  tried  an  experiment  on  the 
orvans  of  the  cabal,  which  he  tampered  with 
inoividually  without  success.  Instead  of  ut- 
tering what  he  prompted,  the  sounds  came 
out  quite  alterea  in  their  passage.  Gotto- 
mio  grunted  :  the  financier  Twitz-er  bleated, 
or  rather  brayed :  one  scribe  mewed  like  a 
cat :  the  other  yelped  like  a  jackall.  In  short, 
they  were  found  so  perverse  and  refiractory, 
that  the  master  of  tne  motion  kicked  them 
off  the  staffe,  and  supplied  the  scene  with  a 
new  set  of^puppets  made  of  very  extraordi- 
nary materials.  They  were  the  venr  figures 
through  whose  pipes  the  charge  of  mal-ad- 
ministration  had  been  so  loudly  sounded 
against  the  Ximian  favourite.  They  were 
now  mustered  by  the  fktzman,  and  bung  up- 
on the  pegs  of  the  very  same  puppet-show-  - 
man  against  whom  they  had  so  vehemently 
inveigled.  Even  the  superannuated  f^ka- 
kaka  appeared  again  upon  the  stage  as  an 
actor  of  some  consequence ;  and  insisted  up- 
on it,  that  his  metamorphosis  was  a  mere  ca- 
lumny. But  Taycho  and  Lob-kob  kept  alooC 
because  Yak-strot  had  not  yet  touched  them 
on  the  proper  keys. 

The  first  exhibition  of  the  new  puppets 
was  called  tapty-turvy,  a  farce  in  which  thej 
overthrew  all  the  paper  houses  which  their 
predecessors  had  built ;  but  they  performed 
their  parts  in  such  confusion,  that  Yak-strot. 
interposing  to  keep  them  in  order,  received 
divers  contusions  and  severe  kicks  on  the 
shins,  which  made  bis  eyes  water ;  and,  in- 
deed, he  had  in  a  little  time  reason  enourh 
to  repent  of  the  revolution  he  had  broumt 
about.  The  new  stick#  of  administration 
proved  more  stiff  and  unmanageable  than  the 
former;  and  those  he  had  discarded,  associa- 
ting with  the  blatant  beast,  bedaubed  him 
witii  such  a  variety  of  filth,  drained  from  all 
the  sewers  of  scurrility,  that  he  really  be- 
came a  public  nuisance.  Gotto-mio  pre- 
tended remorse  of  conscience,  and  declared 
he  would  impeach  Yak-strot  for  the  peace 
which  he  himself  had  negociated.  Twitx-er 
snivelled  and  cried,  and  cast  figures,  to  prove 
that  Yak-strot  was  bom  for  tne  destruction 
of  Japan ;  and  Zan-ti-fic  lured  an  incendiaiy 
bonza,  called  Toks,  to  throw  fire-balls  b^ 
aight  into  the  palace  of  the  favourite. 

in  this  distress.  Strut  cast  his  eyes  on  Tay- 
cho the  monster-tamer,  who  alone  seemed 
able  to  overbalance  the  weight  of  all  thcar 
opposition ;  and  to  him  he  made  large  ad- 
vances accordingly ;  but  his  offers  were  atin 
inadequate  to  the  expectations  of  that  dena. 
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gogue,  who,  nevertheless,  pat  on  a  face  of 
capitulation.  He  was  even  heard  to  say, 
that  Yak-strot  was  an  honest  man,  and  a 
Ifood  minister;  nay,  he  declared  he  would 
ascend  the  highest  pinnacle  of  the  highest 
paeod  in  Japan,  and  proclaim  that  Yak-strot 
had  never,  directly  or  indirectly,  meddled 
with  administration  since  he  resigned  the 
public  office  of  minister.  Finding  him,  how- 
ever, tardy  and  phlegmatic  in  his  proposals, 
he  thought  proper  to  change  his  phrase,  and, 
in  the  next  assembly  of  the  people,  swore, 
with  great  vociferation,  that  the  said  Yak- 
strot  was  the  greatest  rogue  that  ever  escaped 
the  gallows.  This  was  a  necessary  fillip 
to  Yak-strot,  and  operated  upon  htm  so  ef- 
fectually, that  he  forthwith  sent  a  charte 
blanche  to  the  great  Taycho,  and  a  treaty 
was  immediately  ratified  on  the  following 
condition:  that  the  said  Taycho  should  be 
raised  to  the  rank  of  quanbuku,  and  be  ap- 
pointed conservator  of  the  dairo's  signet : 
that  no  state  measure  should  be  taken  with- 
out  his  express  approbation  :  that  his  creature 
Uie  lawyer  Praff-fbg  should  be  ennobled  and 
preferred  to  the  most  eminent  place  in  the 
tribunals  of  Japan :  and  that  all  his  friends 
and  dependents  should  be  provided  for  at  the 
public  expense,  in  such  a  manner  as  he  him- 
self should  propose.  His  kinsman  Lob-kob, 
however,  was  not  comprehended  in  this  trea- 
ty,  the  articles  of  which  he  inveighed  against 
with  such  acrimony,  that  a  rupture  ensued 
betwixt  these  two  originals.  The  truth  is, 
Lob-kob  was  now  so  full  of  his  own  import- 
ance, that  nothing  less  than  an  equal  share 
of  administration  would  satisfy  his  ambition ; 
and  this  was  neither  in  Taycbo's  power  nor 
inclination  to  grant. 

The  first  consequence  of  this  treaty  was  a 
new  shift  of  hands,  and  a  new  dance  of  min- 
isters. The  chair  of  precedency  was  pulled 
from  under  the  antiquated  Fika-kaka,  who 
fell  upon  his  back ;  and  his  heels  flying  up, 
discovered  but  ty  plainly  the  melancholy 
troth  of  his  metamorphosis.  All  his  col- 
leagues were  discarded,  except  those  who 
thought  proper  to  temporize  and  join  in 
dancmg  the  hay,  acconding  as  they  were 
actuated  by  the  new  partners  of  the  puppet- 
diow.  This  coalition  was  the  greatest  mas- 
terpiece in  politics  that  Yak-strot  ever  per- 
formed. Taycho,  the  formidable  Taycho ! 
whom  in  his  single  person  he  dreaded  more 
than  all  his  other  enemies  of  Japan  united, 
was  now  become  his  coadjutor,  abettor,  and 
advocate ;  and,  which  was  still  of  more  con- 
aeqnence  to  Strot,  that  dema^gue  was  for- 
aaken  by  his  good  genius  Legion. 

The  many-headed  monster  would  have 
•wallowed  down  every  other  species  of  ter- 
giversation in  Taycho,  except  a  coalition 
with  the  detested  favourite,  and  the  title  of 
q[ao,  by  which  he  formaHy  renoanced  its  so- 
eiety ;  but  these  were  artides  which  the  mon* 
fnl  coaid  not  digest.    The  tidings  of  this 


union  threw  the  beast  into  a  kind  of  stupor, 
from  which  it  was  roused  by  blisters  and 
cauteries  applied  by  Gotto-mio,  Twitz-er, 
Zan-ti-fic,  with  his  understrapper  Toks,  now 
reinforced  by  Fika-kaka,  and  his  discarded 
associates ;  lor  their  common  hatred  to  Yak- 
strot,  like  the  rod  of  Moses,  swallowed  up 
every  distinction  of  party,  and  every  sugges- 
tion of  former  animosity ;  and  they  concurred 
with  incredible  zeal  in  rousing  Legion  to  a 
due  sense  of  Taycho's  apostacy .  The  beast, 
so  stimulated,  howled  three  days  and  three 
nights  successively  at  Taycho's  gate;  then 
was  seizedrwith  a  convulsion,  that  went  off 
with  an  evacuation  upwards  and  downwards, 
so  ofiensive  that  the  very  air  was  infected. 

The  horrid  sounds  of  the  beast's  lamenta- 
tions, the  noxious  effluvia  of  its  filthy  dis- 
charge, joined  to  the  poignant  remorse  which 
Taycho  felt  at  finding  his  power  over  Legion 
dissolved,  occasioned  a  commotion  in  his 
brain ;  and  this  led  him  into  certain  extrava- 
gances, which  gave  his  enemies  a  handle  to 
say  he  was  actually  insane.  His  former 
friends  and  partizans  thought  the  best  apolo- 
gy  they  could  make  for  the  inconsistency  ot 
his  conduct,  was  to /my  he  was  non  compoM ; 
and  this  report  was  far  from  being  disagreea- 
ble to  Yak-strot,  because  it  woulcT at  any  time 
furnish  him  with  a  plausible  pretence  to  dis- 
solve the  partnership,  at  which  he  inwardly 
repined :  for  it  was  necessity  alone  that  drove 
him  to  a  partition  of  his  power  with  a  man 
so  incapable  of  acting  in  concert  with  any 
colleague  whatsoever. 

In  the  mean  time  Gotto-mio  and  his  asso- 
ciates left  no  stone  unturned  to  acquire  the 
same  influence  over  Legion  which  Taycho 
had  so  eminently  possessed  ;  but  the  beast's 
faculties,  slender  as  they  were,  seemed  now 
greatly  impaired,  in  consequence  of  that  arch 
empiric's  practices  upon  its  constitution.  In 
vain  did  Gotto-mio  whoop  and  halloo ;  in 
vain  did  Twitz-ei; tickle  its  long  ears ;  in  vain 
did  Zan-ti-fic  apply  sternutatories,  and  his 
bonza  administer  inflammatory  cflysters  ;  the 
monster  could  never  be  brought  to  a  right 
understanding,  or  at  all  concur  with  their 
designs,  except  in  one  instance,  which  was 
its  antipathy  to  the  Ximian  favourite.  This 
had  become  so  habitual,  that  it  acted  mechan- 
ically upon  its  organs,  even  after  it  had  lost 
all  other  signs  of  recognition.  As  often  as 
the  name  of  Yak-strot  was  pronounced,  the 
beast  began  to  yell,  and  all  the  usual  conse- 
ouences  ensued ;  but  whenever  his  new 
friends  presumed  to  mount  him,  he  threw 
himself  on  his  back,  and  rolled  them  in  the 
kennel  at  the  hazard  of  their  lives. 

One  would  imac^ne  there  was  some  leaven 
in  the  nature  of  Yak-strot,  that  soured  all  his 
subalterns  who  were  natives  of  Niphon ;  for 
howsoever  they  promised  all  submission  to 
his  will  before  they  were  admitted  into  his 
motion,  they  no  sooner  found  themselves 
acting  characters  in  his  dramai  than  they  be> 
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mn  to  thwart  him  in  his  meaaures ;  bo  that 
he  waa  plagued  by  those  be  had  taken  in,  and 
persecuted  by  those  he  had  driven  out.  The 
two  great  props,  which  he  had  been  at  so 
much  pains  to  provide,  now  failed  him. 
Taycho  was  grown  crazy,  and  could  no 
longer  niawige  the  monster ;  and  Quamba- 
cun-dono,  the  fatzman,  whose  authority  had 
kept  several  puppets  in  awe,  died  about  this 
period.  These  two  circumstances  were  the 
more  alarming,  as  Gotto-mio  and  his  crew 
began  to  gain  ground,  not  only  in  their  en- 
deavours to  rouse  the  monster,  but  also  in 
tampering  with  some  of  the  acH^g  puppets, 
to  join  their  cabal,  and  make  head  against 
their  master.  These  exotencs  grew  so  re- 
fractory, that  when  he  tried  to  wheel  them 
to  the  right,  they  turned  to  the  lofl  about ; 
and,  inst^  of  joming  hands  in  the  dance  of 
politics,  rapped  their  heads  against  each 
other  with  such  violence,  that  the  noise  of 
the  collision  was  heard  in  the  street ;  and,  if 
they  had  not  been  made  of  the  hardest  wood 
in  Japan,  some  of  them  would  certainly  have 
been  split  in  the  encounter. 

By  this  time  Legion  began  to  have  some 
sense  of  his  own  miserable  condition.  The 
effects  of  the  yeast  potions  which  it  had 
drank  so  liberally  from  the  hands  of  Taycho, 
now  wore  off.  The  fumes  dispersed ;  the 
illusion  vanished;  the  flatulent  tumour  of  its 
belly  disappeared  with  innumerable  explo- 
sions, leaving  a  hideous  lankness,  and  such  a 
canine  appetite  as  all  the  eatables  of  Japan 
could  not  satisfy.  Afler  having  devoured  the 
whole  harvest,  it  yawned  for  more,  and  grew 
quite  outrageous  in  its  hunger,  threatening 
to  feed  on  human  flesh,  if  not  plentifully 
supplied  with  other  viands.  In  this  dilemma 
Yak-strot  convened  the  council  of  twenty- 
eight,  where,  in  consideration  of  the  urgency 
of  the  case,  it  was  resolved  to  suspend  the 
law  against  the  importation  of  foreign  provi- 
sions, and  open  the  ports  of  /apan  for  the 
relief  of  the  blatant  beast. 

As  this  was  vesting  the  dftiro  with  a  dis- 
pensing power  unknown  to  the  constitution 
of  Japan,  it  was  thought  necessary,  at  the 
next  assembly  of  the  quos  and  quanbukus 
that  constitute  the  legislature,  to  obtain  a 
legal  sanction  for  that  extraordinary  exercise 
ofprerogative,  which  nothing  but  the  saltu 
populi  could  excuse.  Upon  this  occasion  it 
was  diverting  to  see  with  what  effrontery  in- 
dividuals chanflod  their  principles  with  their 
places.  Taycho  the  quo,  happening  to  be 
m  one  of  his  lucid  intervals,  went  to  the  as- 
sembly, supported  by  his  two  creatures  Praff- 
fog,  and  another  limb  of  the  law  called  Lley- 
nu),  Bumamed  6urg*grog,  or  Curse-mother ; 
and  this  triumvirate,  who  had  raised  them- 
selves from  nothing  to  the  first  rank  in  the 
state,  by  vilifying  and  insulting  the  kingly 
power,  and  affirming  that  the  dairo  was  Uie 
slave  of  the  people,  now  had  the  impudence 
to  declare  in  the  fiice  of  day,  that  in  some 


cases  the  emperor's  power  was  abeolute»  and 
that  he  had  an  inherent  right  to  suspend  and 
supersede  the  laws  and  ordinances  of  tbe 
legislature. 

Mura-clami,  who  had  been  for  some  time 
eclipsed  in  his  judicial  capacity  by  the  popu- 
larity of  Praff-fog,  did  not  fail  to  seise  tnie 
opportunity  of  exposing  the  character  of  his 
upstart  rival.  Though  he  had  been  all  his 
life  an  humble  retainer  to  the  prerogative*  be 
now  made  a  parade  of  patriotism,  and,  in  a 
tide  of  eloquence,  bore  down  all  the  flimsy 
arguments  which  the  triumvirate  advanced. 
He  demonstrated  the  futility  of  their  reason- 
ing, from  the  express  laws  and  customs  of 
the  empire  ;  he  expatiated  on  the  pernicious 
tendency  of  their  doctrine,  and  exhibited  the 
inconsistency  of  their  conduct  in  such  co- 
lours, that  they  must  have  hid  their  heads  in 
confusion,  had  they  not  happily  conquered 
all  sense  of  shame,  and  been  well  convinced 
that  the  majority  of  the  assembly  were  not  a 
whit  more  honest  than  themselves.  Muim- 
clami  enjoyed  a  monnentaiy  triumph ;  but  his 
words  made  a  very  slight  impression ;  for  it 
was  his  misfortune  to  oe  a  Ximian ;  and  if 
his  virtues  had  been  more  numerous  than 
the  hairs  in  his  beard,  this  very  circumstance 
would  have  shaved  them  clean  away  from 
the  consideration  of  the  audience. 

Taycho,  opening  the  flood-gates  of  his 
abuse,  bespattered  all  that  opposed  him. 
Lley-nah,  alias  Curse-mother,  swore  that  he 
had  got  into  the  wrong  box ;  then  turning  to 
Prafi-fog,— *'  Brother  Praff,"  cried  be,  •«  thou 
hast  now  let  down  thy  trowsers,  and  every 
rascal  in  Japan  will  whip  thy  a — e  !*'  Pran" 
was  afraid  of  the  beast's  resentment:  hot 
Taycho  bestrid  him  like  a  colossus,  and  he 
crept  through  between  his  legs  into  a  pkce 
of  safety.  This  was  the  last  time  that  the 
orator  appeared  in  public.  Immediately  after 
this  occurrence,  it  was  found  necessary  to 
confine  him  to  a  dark  chamber,.and  Yak-strot 
was  left  to  his  own  inventions? 

In  this  dilemma  he  haff  recourse  to  the  old 
expedient  of  changing  hands ;  and,  as  a  pre- 
lude to  this  reform,  made  advances  to  Grotto- 
mio,  whom  he  actually  detached  from  the 
opposition,  by  providing  his  friends  and  de- 
pendants with  lucrative  offices,  and  promis- 
ing to  take  no  steps  of  consequence  without 
his  privity  and  approbation.  A  sop  was  at 
the  same  time  thrown  to  Twits-er;  Zan-ti- 
fic,  lulled  with  specious  promises,  discarded 
Toks  the  incendiary  bonza ;  Lob-kob  signed 
a  neutrality ;  and  old  Fika-kaka  was  deprived 
of  the  use  of  speech : — in  a  word,  tbe  iU-c»> 
mented  confederacy  of  Strot's  exoteric  foes 
fell  asunder ;  and  liSgion  bad  now  no  rage 
but  the  rage  of  hunger  to  be  appeased.  Bat 
the  Ximian  favourite  was  still  thwarted  in  his 
operations  behind  the  curtain  ;  for  he  had  so 
often  chopped  and  changed  the  figures  that 
composed  nis  motion,  that  they  were  aO  of 
different  materials ;  so  wretchedly  sorted  sad 
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•o  ill  toned,  that,  when  they  came  upon  the 
•cene,  they  produced  notning  but  diacord 
and  disorder. 

The  Japanese  colony  ofFataissio  had  been 
aettled  above  a  century ;  and,  in  the  face  of 
a  thousand  dangers  and  difficulties,  raised 
themselves  to  such  consideration,  that  they 
consumed  infinite  quantities  of  the  manufac- 
tures of  Japan,  for  which  they  paid  their  mo- 
ther  country  in  gold  and  silver,  and  precious 
drugs,  the  produce  of  their  plantations.  The 
advantage  which  Japan  reaped  from  this 
traffic  with  her  own  colonists,  almost  equalled 
the  amount  of  what  she  gained  by  her  com- 
merce with   all  the  other  parts  of  Asia. 
Twitz-er,  when  he  managed  the  finances  of 
Japan,  had,  in  liis  great  wisdom,  planned, 
procured  and  promulgated  a  law,  saddling 
the  Fatsissians  with  a  grievous  tax  to  answer 
the  occasions  of  the  Apanese  government ; 
an  imposition  which  struck  at  the  very  vitals 
of  their  constitution,  by  which  they  were  ex- 
empt from  all  burdens  but  such  as  they  fitted 
for   their  own  shoulders.    They  raised  a 
mighty  clamour  at  this  innovation,  in  which 
they  were  Joined  by  Legion,  at  that  time  un- 
der the  influence  of  Taycho,  who,  in  the  as- 
sembly  of  the    people,   bitterly  inveighed 
against  the  authors  and  abettors  of  such  an 
ari>itrarv  and  tyrannical  measure.     Their 
reproach  and  execration  did  not  stop  at 
Twitz-er,  but  proceeded,  as  usual,  to  Yak- 
strot,  who  was  the  general  butt  at  which  all 
the  arrows  of  slander,  scurrilitj  and  abuse, 
were  levelled.    The  puppets  with  which  he 
supplied  the  places  of  Twitz-er  and  his  as- 
sociates, in  order  to  recommend  themselves 
to  Legion,  and  perhaps  with  a  view  to  mor- 
tify the  favourite  who  had  patronbed  the 
fVitsissian  tax,  insisted  upon  withdrawing 
this  imposition,  which  was  accordingly  abro- 
gated,  to  the  no  small  disgrace  and  contempt 
of  the  law-givers;  but  when  these  new  mi- 
nisters were  turned  out,  to  make  way  for 
Taycho  and  his  ^ends,  the  interest  of  the 
Fatsissians  was  again  abandoned.    Even  the 
orator  himself  declaimed  against  them  with 
an  unembarrassed  countenance,  after  they 
bad  raised  statues  to  him  as  their  friend  and 
patron ;  and  measures  were  taken  to  make 
them  feel  all  the  severity  of  an  abject  depend- 
ence upon  the  legislature  of  Japan.  Finally, 
Gotto-mio  acceded  to  this  system,  which  he 
had  formerly  approved  in  conjunction  with 
Twitz-er ;  and  preparations  were  made  for 
using  compulsory  measures,  should  the  co- 
lonists refuse  to  submit  with  a  good  grace. 


The  Fatsissians,  far  from  acquiescing  in 
these  proceedings,  resolved  to  defend  to  the 
last  extremity  those  liberties  which  they  had 
hitherto  preserved  ;  and,  as  a  proof  of  their 
independence,  agreed  amon^  themselves  to 
renounce  all  the  superfluities  with  which 
they  had  so  lonf  been  furnished,  at  a  vast 
expense,  from  the  manufactures  of  Japan, 
since  that  nation  had  begun  to  act  towards 
them  with  all  the  cruelty  of  a  stepmother. 
It  was  amazing  to  see  and  to  hear  how  Le- 
gion raved,  and  slabbered,  and  snapped  his 
multitudinous  jaws  in  the  streets  of  Meaco, 
when  it  unAsrstood  that  the  Fatsissians  were 
determined  to  live  on  what  their  own  country 
aflforded.  They  were  represented  and  reviled 
as  ruffians,  barbarians,  and  unnatural  mon- 
sters, who  clapped  the  dagger  to  the  breast 
of  their  indulgent  mother,  in  presuming  to 
save  themselves  the  expense  of  those  super- 
fluities, which,  by  the  bye,  her  cruel  imposi- 
tions had  left  them  no  money  to  purchase. 
Nothing  was  heard  in  Japan  but  threats  of 
punishing  those  ungrateful  colonists  with 
whips  and  scorpions.  For  this  purpose 
troops  were  assembled  and  fleets  equipped ; 
and  the  blatant  beast  yawned  with  impatient 
expectation  of  beinff  drenched  with  the 
blood  of  its  fellow-subjects. 

Yak-strot  was  seized  with  horror  at  the 
prospect  of  such  extremities ;  for,  to  givo  the 
devil  his  due,  his  disposition  was  neither  ar- 
bitrary nor  cruel ;  but  he  had  been  hurried  by 
evil  counsellors  into  a  train  of  false  politics, 
the  consequences  of  which  he  did  not  foresee. 
He  now  summoned  council  after  council  to 
deliberate  upon  conciliatory  expedients,  hot 
found  the  motley  crew  so  divided  by  self^ 
interest,  &ction,  and  mutual  rancour,  that  no 
consistent  plan  could  be  formed ;  all  was 
nonsense,  clamour  and  contradiction.  The 
Ximian  favourite  now  wished  all  his  puppets 
at  the  devU,  and  secretly  cursed  the  hour  in 
which  he  first  undertook  the  motion.  He 
even  fell  sick  of  chafrin,  and  resolved  in 
good  earnest  to  withdraw  himself  entirely 
from  the  political  helm,  which  he  was  now 
convinced  he  had  no  talent  to  guide.  In  the 
mean  time,  he  tried  to  find  some  temporaiy 
alleviation  to  the  evils  occasioned  by  the 
monstrous  incongruity  of  the  members  and 
materials  that  composed  his  administration. 
But  before  any  effectual  measures  could  be 
taken,  his  evil  genius,  ever  active,  brewed 
up  another  storm  in  another  quarter,  which 
had  well  niffh  swept  him  and  all  his  projects 
into  the  gulf  of  penlition. 
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THE  TEAKS  OF  SCOTLAND. 

WBITTUr  lir  THB  TSAB  1746. 

MovBir,  hapleis  Caledonia,  moam 
Thj  banished  peace,  thy  laurels  torn! 
Thy  sons,  for  valour  long  renowned, 
Lie  alaughtered  on  their  native  ground! 
Thy  hospitable  roofs  no  more 
Invite  the  stranger  to  the  door  ; 
'n  smoky  ruins  sunk  they  lie, 
The  monuments  of  cruelty. 

The  wretched  owner  sees  afar 
His  all  become  the  prey  of  war  i 
Bethinks  him  of  bis  babes  and  wife. 
Then  smites  his  breast  and  curses  life. 
Thy  swains  are  famished  on  the  rocks. 
Where  once  they  fed  their  wanton  flocks  i 
Thy  ravished  virgins  shriek  in  vain  $ 
Thy  infants  perish  on  the  plain. 

What  boots  it  then,  in  every  clime. 
Through  the  wide-spreading  waste  of  time. 
Thy  martial  glory,  crowned  with  praise. 
Still  shone  with  undiminished  blaze  ? 
Thy  towering  spirit  now  is  broke, 
Thy  neck  is  bended  to  the  yoke. 
What  foreign  arms  could  never  quell. 
By  civil  rage  and  rancour  fell. 

The  rural  pipe  and  merry  lay 
No  more  shall  cheer  the  happy  day  : 
No  social  scenes  of  gay  delight 
Beguile  the  dreary  winter  night : 
No  strains  but  those  of  sorrow  flow. 
And  nought  be  heard  but  sounds  of  woe  % 
While  the  pale  phantoms  of  the  slain 
Glide  nightly  o'er  the  silent  plain. 

O  baneful  cause  !  O  fatal  mom  ! 
Accursed  to  ages  yet  unborn  ! 
The  sons  against  tlietr  fathers  stood. 
The  parent  shed  his  children's  blood. 
Yet,  when  the  rage  of  battle  ceased. 
The  victor's  soul  was  not  appeased  ; 
The  naked  and  forlorn  must  feel 
Devouring  flamea,  and  murdering  steel  I 

The  pious  mother,  doomed  to  death. 
Forsaken,  wanders  o'er  the  heath  i 


The  bleak  wind  whistles  round  her  head. 
Her  helpless  orphans  cry  for  bread  : 
Bereft  of  shelter,  food,  and  friend. 
She  views  the  shades  of  night  descend  ; 
And,  stretched  beneath  the  inclement  skiea. 
Weeps  o*er  her  tender  babes,-^-and  dies. 

While  the  warm  blood  bedews  my  veins. 
And  unimpair'd  remembrance  reigns. 
Resentment  of  my  country's  fate 
Within  my  filial  breast  shall  beat ; 
And,  spite  of  her  insulting  foe. 
My  sympathising  verse  shall  flow  : 
^  Mourn,  hapless  Caledonia,  mourn 
Thy  banished  peace,  thy  laurels  torn  !*' 
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To  fix  her— twere  a  task  as  vain 
To  count  the  April  drops  of  rain. 
To  sow  in  Afric's  barren  soil. 
Or  tempests  hold  within  a  toil. 

I  know  it,  friend,  she's  light  as  air 
False  as  the  fowler's  artful  snare  ; 
Inconstant  as  the  passing  wind. 
As  winter's  dreary  frost  unkind. 

She's  such  a  miser,  too,  in  love. 
Its  joys  she'll  neither  share  nor  prove 
Though  hundreds  nf  gallants  await 
From  her  victorious  eyes  their  fate. 

Blushing  at  such  inglorious  reign, 
1  sometimes  strive  to  break  her  chain  , 
My  reason  summon  to  my  aid. 
Resolve  mo  more  to  be  betrayed. 

Ah  !  friend,  'tis  hut  a  short-lived  trance^ 
Dispelled  by  one  enchanting  glance  ; 
She  need  but  look,  and  I  confess 
Those  looks  completely  curse  or  Mesa. 

So  soft,  so  elegant,  so  fair. 
Sure  something  more  than  human's  tiiert , 
I  must  submit,  for  strife  is  vain, 
*Twas  destiny  that  forged  tbm  chain. 
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BURLESQUE  ODE* 

Whxrx  wait  thoa,  vittol  Ward,  vhen  hap- 
leu   fate, 
From  these  weak  arma,  mine  aged  g^rannam  tore? 

These  pioaa  arms  easaj'd  too  late 
To  drive  the  dismal  phantom  from  the  door. 

Could  not  thy  healing  drop,  illustrious  quack! 
Could  not  thy  salutary  pill  prolong  her  days. 

For  whom,  so  oft,  to  Mary  bone,  alack  ! 
Thy  sorrels  dragged  thee  through  the  worst  of 


ways 


) 


On*dropping  Twiek'nham  did  not  then  retain 
Thy   steps,   though   tended  by   the   Cambrian 
maicjn, 

Nor  the  sweet  environs  of  Drury-lane ; 
Nor  dusty  Pimlioo's  embowering  shades  ) 

Nor  Whitehall,  by  the  river's  bank. 

Beset  with  rowers  dank  ; 
Nor  where  the  Exchange  pourt  forUi  its  tawny 
sons ; 

Nor  where,  to  mix  with  offal,  soil,  and  blood, 

Sleep  Snow-hill  rolls  the  sable  flood  < 
Nor  where  the  Mint's  contaminated  kennel  rans 
III  doih  !t  now  beseem. 
That  thou  should st  doie  and  dream. 
When  death  in  mortal  armour  came. 
And  itroek  with  ruthless  dart  the  gentle  dame. 
Her  lib'ral  hand  and  sympathising  breast 
The  brul«  creation  kindly  bleu'd  : 
Where'er  she  trod,  grimalkin  purr'd  around. 
The  squeaking  pigs  her  bounty  own'd ) 
Nor  to  the  waddling  duck  or  gambling  goose. 
Did  she  glad  sustenance  refuse  ; 
The  strutting  cock  she  daily  fed, 
And  turkey  with  his  snoot  so  red ; 
Of  chickens  careful  as  the  pious  hen. 
Nor  did  she  overlook  the  tomtit  or  the  wren  ; 
While  redbreast  hopp'd  before  her  in  the  hall, 
As  if  she  common  mother  were  of  all. 

For  my  distracted  mind, 

What  comfort  can  I  find  ? 
O  best  of  grannaros  !  thou  art  dead  and  gone. 
And  I  am  left  behind  to  weep  and  moan. 
To  sing  thy  dirge  in  sad  funereal  lay. 
Oh  !  woe  is  me  !  alack'!  and  weU-a-day  ! 


ODE  TO  MIRTH. 

PiJtiST  of  joy  !  heart-easing  Mirth  ! 
Whether  of  Venus  or  Aurora  bom. 
Yet  goddess  sure  of  heavenly  birth 
Visit  benign  a  son  of  grief  forlorn. 
Thy  glittering  colours  gay. 
Around  him.  Mirth,  display  : 
And  o'er  his  raptured  sense 
Diffuse  thy  living  influence  : 
So  shall  each  hill,  in  purer  green  an*ay'd 
And  flower-adorned,  in  new-bom  beauty  glow; 


The  grove  ahall  smooth  the  horrora  of  the 
shade, 
And  stmsms  in  ronrmurt  ahall  forget  to  flow. 
Shine,  goddess,  shine  with  unremitted  ray. 
And  gild  (a  seeond  aun)  with  brighter  beam  o«r 
day. 

Labour  with  thee  forgets  his  pain. 
And  aged  Poverty  can  smile  with  th^e ; 

If  thou  be  nigh,  GriePs  hate  is  vain. 
And  weak  the  uplifted  arm  of  Tyranny. 
The  morning  opes  on  high 
His  universal  eye  $ 
And  on  the  worid  doth  pour 
His  glories  in  a  golden  shower  : 
Lo  !  darknes's  trembling  fbm  the  hostile  ray, 

Shrinks  to  the  cavern  deep  and  wood  forlorn  i 

The  brood  obscene,  that  own  her  gloomy  fway. 

Troop  m  her  rear,  and  fly  the  approach  of 

morn. 

Pale  shivering  ghoats,  that  dread  the  all-eheer- 

iug  liglit, 
Q,uick,  as  the  lightnuig'f  flaah,  glide  to  icpol- 
J.  chral  nighL 

But  whence  the  gladdening  heoni 
That  pours  his  purple  stream 

O'er  the  long  prospect  wide  ? 
*Tis  mirth.     I  see  her  sit. 
In  majesty  of  light. 

With  Laughter  at  her  side. 
Bright  eyed  Fancy  hovering  near. 
Wide  wavea  her  glancing  wing  in  air ; 
And  young  Wit  flings  his  pointed  dart. 
That  guiltless  strikes  the  willing  heart. 

Fear  not  now  Aflliction's  power. 
Fear  not  now  wild  Passion's  rage. 
Nor  fear  ye  aught  in  evil  hour, 
Sav^  the  tardy  hand  of  Age. 
Now  Mirth  had   heard  the  suppliant    poct'a 

prayer. 
No  cloud  that  rides  the  blast  shall  rex    the 
troubled  air. 


*Dr  Smollett,  imagining  himself  ill<treated  by 
Lord  LytUeton,  wrote  the  above  burleaaiie  on  that 
Dobleman'a  Monody  on  the  Dealh  of  hia  Lady. 


ODE  TO  SLEEP. 

Sorr  Sleep,  profoundly  pleasing  povor 
Sweet  patron  of  the  peaceful  hour, 
O  listen  from  thy  calm  abode. 
And  hither  ware  thy  magie  rod  ! 
Extend  thy  silent  soothing  sway. 
And  charm  the  canker.  Care,  away. 
Whether  thou  lov'st  to  glide  along, 
Attended  by  an  airy  throng 
Of  gentle  dreams  and  smiles  of  j<^. 
Such  as  adorn  the  wanton  boy ; 
Or  to  the  monarch's  fancy  bring 
Deliglits  that  better  suit  a  king. 
The  glittering  host,  the  groaning  plain. 
The  dang  of  arms,  and  victor's  train  t 
Or  should  a  milder  vision  please. 
Present  tlie  happy  soenes  of  peace  | 
Plump  autaran,  bluahing  all  around. 
Rich  Industry,  with  toil  embrowned. 
Content,  with  brow  serenely  gaj. 
And  genial  Art's  refulgent  ray. 
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ODE  TO  BLUE-EYED  ANN. 

Whxs  the  rongh  North  forgets  to  howl. 
And  Ocean's  hillows  eeaie  to  roll ; 
When  Libyan  sands  are  boand  in  frost, 
And  cold  to  NoTa  Zembla's  lost ;      . 
When  heavenly  bodies  cease' to  moTe, 
My  blue-eyed  Ann  1*11  cease  to  love. 

No  more  shall  flowers  the  meads  ad»m, 
Nor  sweetness  deck  the  rosy  thorn, 
Nor  swelling  buds  proclaim  the  spring. 
Nor  parching  heats  the  dog*star  bring. 
Nor  laughing  lilies  paint  the  grofe,    . 
When  blue-eyed  Ann  I  cease  to  loye. 

No  more  shall  joy  in  hope  be  found. 
Nor  pleasures  dance  their  frolic  round. 
Nor  lore's  light  god  inhabit  earth. 
Nor  beauty  give  Uie  passion  birth,  ^ 

Nor  heat  to  summer  sunshine  cleave. 
When  blue-eyed  Nanny  I  deceive. 

When  rolling  seasons  cease  to  change, 
Inconstancy  forgets  to  range, 
When  lavish  May  no  more  shall  bloom. 
Nor  gardens  yield  a  rich  perfume  ; 
When  nature  from  her  sphere  shall  start, 
111  tear  my  Nanny  from  my  heart. 


ODE  TO  INDEPENDENCE. 

STBOPHI. 

Thy  spirit.  Independence,  let  me  share» 

Lord  of  the  lion  heart  and  eagle  eye. 
Thy  steps  I  follow  with  ix\y  bosom  barej 

Nor  heed  the  storm  that  howls  along  the  sky. 
Deep  in  the  frozen  itogions  of  the  north, 
A  goddess  violated  brought  thee  forth. 
Immortal  Liberty,  whose  look  sublime 
Hath  bleached  the  tyrant's  cheek  in  every  vary- 
ing clime. 

What  time  the  iron-hearted  Ckiul, 
With  frantic  Superstition  for  his  guide. 

Armed  with  the  di^;ger  and  the  pall. 
The  sons  of  Woden  to  the  field  defied ; 

The  ruthless  hag,  by  Weser's  flood. 
In  Heaven's  name  urged  the  infernal  blow. 

And  red  the  stream  began  to  flow  : 
The  vanquished  were  baptized  with  blood  !* 

AHTIBTBOVHB. 

The  Saxon  prince  in  horror  fled 
From  alUrs  stained  with  human  gore  ; 

And  Liberty  his  routed  legions  led 
In  safety  to  the  bleak  Norwegian  shore. 

There  in  a  cave  asleep  she  lay. 
Lulled  by  the  hoarse  resounding  main. 

When  a  bold  savage  passed  that  way^ 
Impelled  by  Destiny,  his  name  Disdain.       ^ 


*  Charlemagne  obliged  four  diomnd  Saxon  pria- 
oners  to  emlnace  the  Uhriatian  Teugum;  and  imme- 
diately after  they  were  baptized,  ordered  dieir  throats 
to  be  cut.— ThMr  prince,  Vitikuid,  fled  fiir  shelter  to 
Gotrick,  king  of  iMnmark. 


Of  ample  front  the  portly  chief  appeared  ; 
The  hunted  bear  supplied  a  shaggy  vest. 

The  drifted  snow  hang  on  his  yellow  beard, 
And  his  broad  shoulders  braved  the  furious  blast. 

He  stopt;.  he  gazed  j  his  bosom  glowed. 
And  deeply  felt  the  impression  of  her  charms. 

He  seized  the  advantage  Fate  allowed. 
And  straight  compressed  her  in  his  vigorous  arms. 

STB.OPBE. 

The  curlew  screamed,  the  Tritons  blew 
Their  shells,  to  celebrate  the  ravished  rite ; 

Old  Time  exulted  as  he  fl^w. 
And  Independence  saw  the  light. 

The  light  he'saw  in  Albion's  happy  plains. 
Where,  under  cover  of  a  flowering  thorn, 

While  Philomel  renewed  her  warbled  strains. 
The  auspicious  fruit  of  stolen  embrace  was  bom. 

The  mountain  Dryads  s<nzed  with  joy 
The  smiling  infant  to  their  charge  covigned  ; 

The  Doric  muse  caressed  the  favourite  boy  ; 
The  hermit  Wisdom  stored  his  opening  mind. 

As  rolling  years  matured  his  age. 
He  flourished  bgld  and  sinewy  as  his  sire  ; 
I     While  the  mild  passions  in  his  breast  assuage 
The  fiercer  flames  of  his  maternal  fire. 

▲HTISTUOPHB. 

Accomplished  thus,  he  winged  his  way. 
And  zealous  it>ved  from  pole  to  pole. 
The  rolls  of  right  eternal  to  display. 
And  warm  with  patriot  thoughts  the  aspiring  soul. 

On  desert  isles  'twas  he  that  raised* 
Those  spires  that  gild  the  Adriatic  wave, 

Where  Tyranny  beheld,  amazed. 
Pair  Freedom's  temple,  where  he  marked  her 
grave. 

He  steeled  the  blunt  Batavian's  armsf 
To  burst  the  Iberian's  double  chain  $ 

And  cities  reared,  and  planted  farms. 
Won  from  the  skirts  of  Neptune's  wide  domain. 

He,  with  the  generous  rustics,  sat 
On  Uri's  rocks,  in  close  divan  ;f 

And  winged  that  arrow,  sure  as  &te. 
Which  ascertained  the  sacred  rights  of  man. 

STKOPHX. 

Arabiali  scorching  sands  he  crossed,^ 
Where  blasted  Nature  pants  supine. 
Conductor  of  her  tribes  adust 

To  Freedom's  adamantine  shrine ; 
And  many  a  Tartar  horde  forlorn,  aghast  !| 
He  snatched  from  under  fell  Oppression's 
wing, 

*  Although  Venice  was  built  a  ooDsiden!ble  time 
before  the  era  here  assigned  for  the  birth  of  Inde- 
pendence, the  republic  md  not  vet  attained  to  any 
great  deme  of  power  and  splenaour. 

t  The  liow  Countries  were  not  only  oppwwod  •by 
grievous  taxations,  but  likewise  dueatenod  with  the 
establishment  of  the  Inouisition,  when  the  Seven 
Provinces  revolted,  and  shook  off  the  yoke  of  Spain. 

t  Alluding  to  the  known  story  of  WiQiam  Tell  and 
his  associates,  the  fothers  and  foondeis  of  the  con- 
federacy of  the  Swiss  cantons. 

$The  Arabs,  rather  than  abandon  their  indepen- 
dency, have  often  abandoned  their  habitatioiia,  and 
enoonntered  all  the  honors  of  the  desert 

II  From  the  tyranny  of  Jenghis  Khan,  Timnr  Bee 
and  other  eastern  cooquerors,  whole  tribeaof  Tartan 
were  used  to  fly  into  the  remoter  wastes  of  Cathay 
whore  nramy  could  folbw  them. 
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And  tstight,  amidst  the  dreary  wMte, 
The  •U-eheeringhy'ransof  libertj  to  ung. 
He  Tirtae  finds,  like  preehrai  ore, 

DlffVised  throagfa  eTery  baser  mould  : 
Even  now  he  stapds  on  CnlTi'sroekj  shore. 

And  tarns  the  dross  of  Corsica  to  gold.* 
He,  goardian  genius,  taoght  mj  yoadi 

Pomp's  tinsel  lireryto  despise  ; 
My  lips,  hy  him  chastised  to  trath^ 
Ne'er  paid  that  homage  which  my  heart  denies. 


▲JTTISTmOPHB. 

Those  sculptured  haUs  my  feet  shall  nerer  tread, 

«Where  varnished  yice  and  Ta^ ity,  combined 
To  daszic  and  seduce,  Iheir  banners  spread. 

And  forge  Tfle  shackles  for  the  freebom  mind « 
While  Insolence  his  front  uprears, 

And  all  the  flowery  of  spurious  Fancy  blow. 
And  Title  his  ill-woven  chaplet  wears. 

Fall  often  wreathed  around  the  misereant's 
brow: 
Where  e?er-dimpUng  Falsehood,  pert  and  vain, 

Presents  htr  cap  of  stale  profession's  firoth. 
And  pale  Disease,  with  all  his  Moated  train» 

Torment*  the  sons  of  gluttony  and  sloth. 

0TBOFBI. 

In  Fortune's  car  behold  that  minion  ride. 
With  either  ladia's  glittering  spoils  oppressed; 

^'Ae  noUe  stand  made  b^  FMchol  Fm»U  and  his 
asndaisa  agaltaBt  tbaaanrpationof  the  Fronoh  *^' 
mnit  endear  Ihtni  lo  all  loo  sooa  of  "' 


So  moves  the  s€mpter-male,  in  harnessed  pride^ 

That  bears  the  treasure  which  she  cannot  taste. 
For  him  let  venal  bards  disgrace  the  bay. 

And  hireling   minstrels  wake   the  tinkling^ 
strings 
Her  sensual  ttiares  let  fiutbless  Pleasure  lay. 

And  jtBgliog  bells  fantastic  Folly  ring ; 
Disquiet,  doubt  and  dread  shall  tntervene  ; 

And  Nature,  itii*  to  all  her  feelings  just. 
In  vengeance  hang  a  damp  on  every  scene. 

Shook  Trom  the  baneful  pinions  of  disgust. 


Nature  III  court  in  her  sequestered  haunts^ 

Qy  moBntaitt,  meadow,  stnamlet,  grove,  o» 
•  cefl. 
Where  the  poised  lark  his  evening  ditty  chants^ 

And  Health,  and  Peace,  and  Contemplatioit 
dwell. 
Thera  Study  shall  whh  Solitude  recline ; 

And   Friendship'  pledge  me  to  his  fellow 
swains  ; 
And  Toil  and  Temperanoe  sedately  twine 
»   The  slender  cord  that  fluttering  life  sustains  % 
%nd  fearless  Poverty  shall  guard  the  door  \ 

And  Taste  unspoiled  the  frugal  table  spread  \ 
And  Industry  supply  the  humble  store  { 

And  Sleep  unbribed  his  dews  refreshing  died  ; 
White-maaUed  Innbeence,  ediereal  sprite  ! 
Shall  chase  ftr  off  the  goblins  of  the  night : 
And  Independence  o'er  the  day  preade. 
Propitious  power  !  my  patron  and  my  pride. 


THE  END. 
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